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The devotional faculty aa much prove* the exulence of a 
God aa any other faculty of the human soul prove* it* legiti
mate object- The exulence of the optic sense proves light, 
color, etc.; the existence of the auditory sense proves sound , 
the olfactory, odors, etc. So (he existence of the amalire 
powers presupposes sex ; the existence of the philoprogenitive 
instinct presuppose* it* objects, and the existence of the moral 
faculties unequivocally attest the moral relations into which 
man comes with hi* fellow-man. In like manner the exist
ence of a devotional instinct—of a faculty of reverence and 
worship in the human soul—undeniably attests the existence 
of iu proper object—God. The heart and soul of man de
mands a God as imperatively a* the eye demands light, the 
ear sound, or the foot an earth to walk on. God has inefface- 
ably recorded the great tact of bis existence on his creature's 
own heart- This record can be read not only in the heart of 
each man, bul in ihe history of the religious sentiment of all 
races, and age*, and people. None ever existed that believed 
not in the existence of a Supreme Being—some all-powerful 
agent overruling all mundane affairs. From the isles in the 
South Pacific to Greenland, and from Cape Town to Spitsber
gen, are everywhere to be found the belief in, and worship of, 
* Supreme Being. The myriad* of China, and Japan, and 
India, and Africa's swarthy millions, with one voice testily 
humanity's instinctive belief in the existence of God. The 
same instinct of Deity that impelled Egypt's long-buried races 
to put their toil and genius upon the Temple of Jupiter Am
mon, on the banks of the Nile—to excogitate its matchless 
architecture, and adorn its ample aisles and ways, is the very 
tame instinct of Deity which built Trinity church, and deco
rated ita altar, and stained its windows, and erected its lofty 
apire' The mosque and the cathedral arch, and the village 
church steeple, all dale from the same devotional feeling, na
tive to the human heart and soul. The development of this 
worshiping instinct, and ihe result* of ita activity, more graph
ically mark the history of the human race than even the social 
and political phases il has passed through. In all ancient 
Limn, *o far as we have any record, the fear and worship of 
a Supreme or Superior Being has been elevated above all 
other dune*. and mure temple* and altars were dedicated to, 
and more rite* and ceremonies intituled for, hi* worship «h*n 
were ever the outgrowth of any other faculty. All time • 
full of the monuments and testimonies of humanity'* instinct 
of worship. It seems to have been thr presiding and over
ruling faculty of the soul, and if there i* any truth in ihe lo
calizations of the faculties in the brain, it is, by virtue of tu 
preeminence alone, rightly aasigtted the topmost place. It u 
very true that the growth and exercise of this faculty in times 
of ignorance and uudevelopment have been misdirected and 
perverted. It i* very true that the darkened intellect of the 
savage ha* conceived him a cruel and savage being ; that the 
warrior ba* conceived him a God of war ; the despot as a God 
of arbitrary dominion, etc. It is very true that under the 
various forms and characters in which he has been conceived 
by undeveloped races, and tribes, and nations, he has been 
worshiped by human sacrifices, by blood, by infant life, by 
lasting and feasting, by dread inflictions, countless ceremonial* 
■nd solemn orgie*. All these, however, can be well accounted 
for by ihe rudeness and ignorance of the undeveloped mind, 
and it* corresponding worship. All i* the offspring of igno
rance and misdirection. But from (he sacrificial human blood 
■bed on the altar* of Yucatan, away back in the gloom of 
time, and offered up lo the aun aa ihe God Supreme, up to 
the sacrament of the Eucharist, or the emblematical supper of 
our modern churches, no question ba* ever been made m to 
the abstract fact of the existence of a Supreme Being ' While 
million* of human being* in China were bowing in adoration 
to the Grand Lama, the North American Indian, on the other 
side of the globe, offered up hi* prayer In the Great Spirit. 
While the ancient Central American wa* sacrificing to the 
Sun, a* God, the followers of Moses, on the opposite of the 
globe, were worshiping the God of Iirwl. Race*, cut off 
from all knowledge of, and communi canons with, their fellow
being* in other lands and time*, still worship, and reverence, 
and adore. It matter* nd that *nme have conceived and 
worshiped thi* Deity a* the element of fire, arid other* • 
water, other* a* the light, and other* a* the omnipresent life 
Jt matter* not ihai the Scythian worshiped him a* the Great 
Warrior; the YucaianeM aa the Sun ; the South Sea Inlander 
a* the Thunder “ the Kamskaikian a* the Great Seal Catcher, 
or Whale Killer, etc The instinct of worship is the same •• 
al). Although these conception* of who God is are diverse 
and various, leading to diverse and various modes of worship 
yet they all spring from the some toura, to wit; the devotional 
instinct About ihi* there can be do question The form* 
that thu* instinct ha* taken among different tribes and naUHwa 
and at different times, originated in rudeness and ignorance,

in the peculiar!lies, habits, customs, and surrounding influences 
of the conceiving mind. Yet, lei the manner of conceiving 
God be what it may, all without exception ascribe lo him 
Auman attributes. All spontaneously believe that he can be 
moved by prayer, appeased by sacrifice*, exalted and glorified 
by praise, and provoked lo wrath by misdeeds. All believe 
that he has intelligence, and wisdom, and power lo overrule 
events, and thar he ha* lore, jealousy, hatred, mercy, etc., in
dicating their conception of him as a human being.

It is no use for me now to advert to the old argument of ihe 
display of design in the universe, and all its workings to a 
benevolent end, to prove that its cause must have been and is 
an intelligent and good cause. We are all familiar with this 
argument and know how much il proves, and how much it 
leaves unproved.

Taking ihe existence of God as an established fact, let us 
again inquire who he is’

The answer lo this inquiry may be further elicited by an
other inquiry, namely : What does this instinct of worship 
require ’ What does the heart of man demand f I affirm 
that none other than a human God will satisfy H; none other 
will meet us wants and answer ils devotional impulses and 
desires. No man can worship a principle. He might as 
veil worship electricity or magnetism. No man can worship 
the totality of law ; none can worship Nature, or the soul of 
the universe. Pantheism is a* much out of the question here 
as Atheism. An organized, personal, intelligent, and emo
tional human God is the only God that can be worshiped by 
the heart of man—the only God that can be loved with a hu
man lore, and the only God that can be rationally conceived 
• • the human mind.

We have shown, in a previous paper, that if God is to be 
known and believed in at all. he must be conceived in the 
human form and character, inasmuch to fie he must be some
thing, and to be something he must be in form, and to be iu form 
b» must be conceived in ihe human form, as we can not imagine 
* conceive a higher. This is in keeping with the universal ex

perience and history of mankind. Thia argument acquires 
additional force from the fact that the race of man can come 
into no moral and tpirifual relation* with any but a human 
God. How could I love, treat with, warship, offend, appease, 
honor or adore a principle, or a brain, or the Soul of the 
world ’ 1 might a* well make convention with the stars, or 
confer with the winds or tides' Is il not therefore plain, 
that if we hare to do with God at all—that if we can come 
into any intellectual, moral, or spiritual relations wilh him, he 
must be human Without this human character we cm have 
nothing to do with him.

It ba* already been stated, that the study of theology, 
through the physical sciences exclusively, lead* to Material
ism. or Atheism, And even if the student of ihe physical 
science* recognizes and affirms a spiritual sphere or sphere* 
indwelling in the natural forms, as their soul* or vitalizing 
properties, without al the same lime consulting hi* heart's in
stinct of Deity—without a rpiritual perception of God, he in
evitably terminate* in Pantheism. We must look deeper into 
our own heart* than we hare yet done to save us from this 
result- Pantheism bid* fair to be the fashionable theology 
among the transcend elite] metaphysician* and philosopher*. 
But it is a spurious theology thrown off" by the head, and with 
which the heart ha* had nothing to do It i* ■* cold u an 
icicle, and barren m a rock. The devotional iosiinct prompt
ly reject* it, and the heart revolt* ai it. Ina mailer ihal rn- 
gagea our affection*, a* well a* our intellects, we can not 
divorce them. The former will be heard, no melter whai the 
latter may dictate. The truth is, there it a perfret harmony 
and accord between them ; and thai, ton, without the surrender 

• the least of the demand* of either—without any compromise 
or concession by either bead or heart. To get al this accord 
we must consult the one a* well ss (he other ; and we may be 
assured that the God that will be entirely received tny the deni 
oped heart of man will be fully affirmed by hit developed warm. 
The affections! nature of man is a* important * part of him. if 
not more *o, a* his intellectual nature , and following ihe one 
a! the expense of the other is a suicidal crucifixion. Untold 
error and misery have been introduced into the world by it. 
The heart can not be proaenbed by the intellect, dot will it 

be taught any thing contrary to it* own native impulses and 
• .. . No length of ume. nor Do creed nor dogma of the in- 
tellecl, will ever dealray at quiet the spontaneous loves and 
demands of the heart. Though Ihe Hindoo mother* may con
tinue yet for thousand* of yean to sacrifice their babe* to 
Juggernaut, or commit them to the waters of the Ganges, in 
pursuance of • hear tie** religion, yal they will love them suit, 
and at every new Mention their hearts will bleed afresh 
Though I should be now a Pantheist, and go out and new 
the starry glory uf ilia night, or walk forth into ihe field* and 
inhale the fragrance of th* rooming breath, and see the bright 
flowers, and hear the carol of bird*, and enjoy all the benutina 
of earth, air, and *ky, my soul •,»“W ■t,l‘. "Berthe fee*, Ma 
in spontaneous adoration to * Supreme Being* My Paatha- 

| i*Uc nuliori* would not ihil th" involuntary aspirationa of my 

I heart for Deity. When 1 bear th* music of .wMt vok -

feel all the warm human affections, or when I study the beau
tiful and useful in art, science, or nature, my heart goes forth 
in lore and praise to God, regardless of all my intellectual 
abstractions. Tins ia my nature, and it i* yours, and it i* folly 
in ua to atnve to quench il by any intellectualization that op
poses il.

The merely natural and philosophical mind will never get 
rid of the manifold difficulties of conceiving God, until it hat 
* epiritual perception of him U the Divine Man. It has taken 
up the idea that God is the geometric center of the universe— 
(he Great Positive Mind. And from thai refined and intensi
fied localization of life and power he radiates a spirit of life, 
and imparts his substance from that center, through concen
tric spheres, to the gross external Hence it conceive* God 
as fixed mathematically in the center of the universe, he be 
man, or brain, or a positive mind. There ia no spirituality in 
this conception. It is purely mathematical. God is the epir- 
tuul center of the universe And what i* die spiritual cen

ter T Why, it is the fieri Man—the Being of the most good 
and truth. The Being of the greatest love and the most wis
dom is the center of the universe. But the center oaly rorrv- 
epond* to the mathematical center of the material universe, 
and is not defined by place, bul by quality. Here is a fa
miliar illustration : In a circle of friends, or a society, the one 
among them of the greatest moral and spiritual worth, and die 
most intelligence, is the center of that circle or society. And 
to be that spiritual center it is not necessary that he should 
physically occupy (he mathematical center. He more* about, 
goes and comes at will, yet everywhere, and at all times, be 
is still the spiritual center of Chai circle. He is the renter, 
not by virtue of hrs being sTpk^Su rally large man or a strong 
man, but solely by virtue of his being the belt and teiteel man

■by virtue of his quality, and not his quantity. In like man
ner God is the spiritual center of the universe, and to be such 
it is nol required that Le should occupy physically the geo
metric center. But he can move forth through all hi* crea
tion. and still preserve hi* centra! position in the spiritual, aad 
thus, by rorretpondenre, fill ihe mathematical center of the 
physical universe.

Again, (be merely natural and philosophic mind stumbles at 
the difficulty of conceiving how a human being can be the 
source of such immense world* of matter, and such an incon
ceivable power, aa is displayed in the material universe But 
this difficulty also vanishes upon a spiritual perception of ihe 
matter. Good nett or lore is Divine spiritual ruLttance, and ihe 
correspondent of matter, and can not be measured or weighed. 
The masses of matter in the external universe originate from, 
and are sustained by, the Divine lore. So truth ia the Divine 
spiritual power, and the correspondent of physical power con
stantly displayed in the material universe, and can not be 
measured by how much a man can lift, or by any material 
standard. Matter is ibe Divine love, and physical power thc 
Divine truth, on a lower plane of existence, and discrefed 
from iL Let u* advert again to uur former illustration. Thr 
best and wisest man, who u ihe spiritual center of the a * 
ely or circle, by the intensity of hi* love for hi* fellows, dis
closed in bi* speech end actions, fill* their hearts with love ; 
he instruct* them in certain truth*, and shows them how to live 
them. In other word*, he impart* good end truth to them. 
Thi* i* spiritual power. And they, becoming convinced 
of those truths, go and do (hem. Thi* 1* physical power. It 
wa* the truth* of the Revolution of “0 that lay behind the im
mense physical power that our veteran fathers pul forth in 
that day, and which originated it. Hence the phytical om
nipotence of God cornea perpetually from bi* Divine truth, 
■nd bia display of mailer in the external universe come* per
petually from hia Divine tore.

Another difficulty of ihe Scientific and philosophic mind is 
to conceive how it ia thai God imparlt hi* life, and power, 
and substance to the universe, without imparling himtelf to it 
Thi* i* one of the strongholds of Pantheism It i* thi* diffi
culty that i* drifting the merely scientific and philosophic 
• nd toward the maelstrom of Pantheism more vid more every 
day. Bul when we have ■ spiritual perception of God a* the 
Divine Man, thi* difficulty also vanishes. It i« a property of 
lore and wisdom that they do not grow Itu by being given ov 
i iparted to other*. Truth and good do not diminish or lose 

by being communicated. On Ilie contrary, instead of dimin
ishing, they increase D-we ihr wise* and beat man of the 
before-mentioned circle lose any thing by imparting hi* virtue 
and truth to his fellows ’ Suppose be instrurted them in al! 
the truth* he knew, and imparted to them *11 hi* love, ba* he 
lost arty tiling ’ Huh* imparted kimtrif to ibem ' After all 
the truth* that Swedenborg and Fourier have imparted to the 
world, with all their lore and we1l«wi*hra for mankind, they 
were siill Swedenborg and Fourier They lost nothing Pre
cisely so God impart* hi* Divine lave and wisdom to the 
universe, and iii the extent*) world they become physical 
power and substance.

There is another Pantheistic difficulty, to wil : tha Divina 
umnifirftena of a personal and Luman God But this, too, 
arise# from a materialistic notion of him The spiritual per
ception excludes this difficulty. In the spiritual realm " thought

hat repudiated hi* own a ted. When the Chain again preMed 
him to the consideration, whether it waa not a foolish thing to 
pull down the old house when ha hu not sketched tha plan 
of the new one, he wu aomewbai Stagg seed, aad mad* obe
isance to bi* interrogator, thus virtually acknowledging him 
a* hi* teacher, Le subsequently mad* lha sama to the mis
sionary.

While m Mirzapora, bondrad* of persema have been to 
see him, and on one occasion the whole town pet seated the 
aspect of * mtlie. He appears dao io be c «n para U rely tn- 
diderent to money, u on one occasion a preaaM nf 200 ru
pee* wu made to him. but be would only accept half *f IL

“ Doubtless ihr tun poaaewaes iafl*«*c# aad power to do 
much in refuting and destroying lliudomato. To whateneni 
be will be allowed to prosecute hi* miaswm, without vietest 
interference un th* part of th* lliadoM, w yet to he MSI ; 
die people generally cestoidar him aa Aphar-poslh*, and that 
sect hu been too long tolerated to be bow interfered with. 
Hia boldness i* remarkable, aad. among the mu*, u ism* met 
succeaaftil. But, besides the bus. be chanabaa thn Mtoe*am 
to influence the native prince# To several of them h* ha* 
addressed letters, in the form of comauuds, requiring iL m to 
submit to the will of Heaven, in respect to tha aprsed of 
Christianity and the abolition af idolatry and d«BM varakip; 
and it is u>d that the Rajah of Benaree has given him a coo- 
Biderable portion of land ai a small reel, oe which ha has 
built * bouse, and propose* to establish a Christian udaey.*—- 
fireebytonan._____

LETTER FROM WARREN CHASE.
L. B#., 5 V . Des e. UM 

Muaaa. Psbtbidob axd Bbcttse .
A brief narrative of my travels may serve to apprise the 

friend* of the enodiUon of oar pkilcwophy i* different places, 
and it i* for that, mainly, thai f send yon occasional acconta , 
but I bare left oat many, aad some of the most I lite resting aad 
enthusiastic meeting* where 1 barn bees, leal my article* 
should crowd your all-important abort, or be crowded out, 
whicb i* better

I came from Canutot* to Syracuse on Saturday, eon on 
Sunday evening, pursuant to notice t* the dailies, iacturad at 
the City Hall to a very email udieae* for inch a piece. aven 
tn * mow storm, u il wu Syracuse u the coldest, deadest, 
■nd most conservative place ( have bee* ia, on this esbyeat; 
bat I suppose it will swing to the other extrema in lima. The 
people evidently depend on their Bait-works aad old ebnrrhea, 
or the political conventions, to tars them. Tbs Jerry Rescue 
celebration annually, and the preaching uf S J May,may aid 
them some, but the “ Hard Shell* and " Soft Shell,* and sab 
and churches, seem thus far to leave them in the dark, and 
far behind the time*. I do hope Judge Edmonds will gw there 
•nd try to awake lbs*> So many there know him thrt I be
lieve be could shake them out of their lethargic affnap into 
which political and religion* bunkeriam baa Mlwd them.

Ou Monday, I came to Auburn Whai a difference ' One 
day s notice, usd near owe ihonsainl people were usmaHed in 
oos of the best ball* of ihe city, and listened attenuveiy foe 
nearly two hours to me. aad then rr-gri-Uad that my engage- 
menta would not allow me to may longer and give a coures, 
etc But this is owing much id it to the labora af P B. 
Randolph, and a faw other friend* in Auburn. I waa m,- 
pointed in the conduum of mind *1 Auburn Ths pilgnmage 
of a few to Mounlntn Cove han bad a most oatatory uthmt on 
them and boms other*, and *auy who did not sympstlhie* with 
that move now ms and feel it* mis.n.n dmw Tbs m^s 
bars fallen from many eysa, aad thou who had i-mw • b< 
replies with them The abort stay I mda thsrabn#M ••*■ 
stoutly meeting sod parang web (hands, aad I beard ad atony 
I could not see, enui I left fully inini U* .umrtfe ■» 
WithatoodiBg (he State Prison aad 1*11 s«q*nm 
■iruDg-bolds of the ItsioMiaiaJ Philosophy Ps^^slwa^w 
to uy het*, that Brother Ataevs* Booh. «f A uh ton. own* a 
large tract of land ia East T*am»aa. which he de»ir#a (ar 
the home of two ar tares buedrwl families of AuociatiMiato 
who believe i* ihe Hannoatal Philosophy and a human brotb- 
. . . individual wwwpty and ths right and duty of
fwivsia judgment H» report* very favorably of th* climate, 
eiil, etc Any person may foam mors by addressing him, ar 
• B Tuehsr. *i Auburn.

Frooi Aubara I rsachad hers lais leal night, where, for ths 
first Uma in ray travel*, I had diaappuinted an audience by 
being too tata. but n •** owing to a changa of runiuag Uma 
and iBterseciiDg of cars , yet from th# interest and anxiety 1 
fee! sure of hating a good Uma here for a few daya

brings presence, and affection conjoins.r A mao is present in 
the spiritual world when Lia thought i*. Wherever the Di
vine truth is, there God is present.

Furthermore and finally, (he Pantheist make* God one with, 
or inseparably united to, In* universe, and start* ihe difficulty 
of teparating him from it, so as to be personal and identical. 
7 Ins objection is completely answered by ihe doctrine of dt»- 
Crete degree*, which is a scientific a* well as spiritual fact 
There are two kind* of degree* in nature One is called con
tinuous degrees, and consist* of increment or decrement of tha 
same thing, as from dark lies* to light, or from heal to cold; 
the same taking place by continuity. The other is called dw- 
evete degrees, such a* end, cause and eflecl, interna! and ex
ternal—different layer* or planes of tho same thing, and unit
ing only by correspondence For instance, ice is di»ereted 
from water, and w ater from attain, etc. Vet they are *1! the 
same tiling on different discrete planes. The spirit of man ■■ 
diacreted from bia body, which I* one thing, and his spirit as 
other, uniting only by correspond- nee. if they were nut thus 
discreted and independent, the apint would also dissolve when 
the body did. So the spiritual world ia diacreted from the 
natural world. In like manner God ia mpsratid from Ims 
highest spiritual universe by a discrete degree, and it again 
from ihe next lower by a discrete degree, and thus on by con
centric discrete degrees to the external or lowest plans. But 
although be is thu* separated from In* uni reran, and commu
nicate# thus with it only by correspondence, he i* still within 
it, and imparts to it incessantly hia lore and truth, and walk* 
forth iu it the spiritual center—an identical, । eraonnl, intelli
gent, and emotional human being1 This is the God that thr 
instinctive worship of humanity has been striving after and 
adoring for ages pssi Though ihe head has nol yet clearly 
conceived him, yet (he heart knew him. and fell and worshiped 
him.

M r shall hare a clearer understanding of all these stupea 
doua truth* when those dim eyes, and dull ears, and thick 
tongue* shall be succeeded by ■ bnghl spiritual vision, a do
cile ear. and a willing heart.

Prrrssns, Dec. 3, IBM

A HINDOO REFORMER.
The following r iirsardin*ry mxoui* of * Hindoo Raformw is tail- 

fnxn ibr Aalirr f riend of India, publiabtd al Um bmd-s • — —- 
sisluio si Miruporv It is su.sxasls nur nu Hi**«o i , •■
■ o«*sa*r smotlb si coraaraBasBocs wits vast or vwa t ..— • 
scaeerrs.

THE SaTIVt BV.FOBWEB, BiMsTS BAB*

" We mentioned, in our last year'a volume, a native reformer 
who had appeared in thn Mirza pore District, and was preach
ing up a crusade against the god's idol-worahip. and esate din- 
tinctiona. During the last month, we hare had a visit of 
several days' duration from our newly enlightened friend, aad 
ha>e learned from hi* own lipa the atory of his couverau*. 
and the object contemplated in hi* present movements. IL 
says that hr i* a Bhnihar in cute (considered lantamouot to 
a Brahmin) ; that he wu, up to b late period, a Hindoo tn the 
obaervance of all national customs , that he had a drram, in 
which God appeared to him and informed him that all India 
unnld bream* Christian. His impression is, thai being boom
ed with such B dream, he hu virtually received a commission 
to destroy idolatry. He hu drawn up • form of confession, 
which he reads before the people, and requires all who ar* 
his disciple* to adopt and act accordingly The nature of I 
la, that God hu formed all men, bul that they hare forsaken him 
and worshiped idols . but that they should now repent —• Bal 
for mercy end forgiveness. Hi* first ides wu. thai tb* East 
India (Company would employ him a* a de mo! is Err of Hradoo- 
ism, and with a view to thia end he wrote u> several of ibr 
Company's civil servants. On not receiving a reply he ww 
very much disconcerted, and had resolved to proceed to Cd 
culls, when certain zemindars suggested to him that instead 
of applying lo magistrates and judges, he should write to the 
missionaries This advice he adopted, and wrote to the Rei 
C. B I-cupoli, which led to the interview wilh that gentleman 
of which we have made mention. Mr Leupoll pressed him! 
receive Christian itiatraction first, bat be declined to becomes 
disciple in the usual way. Such are still bis scuUfnenta. A' 
thia place be made a request to be bajAiMd, and seemed to 
wish to be employed in connection with th* Mission, although 
not wishing to receive any aalary , but it wu impossible to 
get bm eeriouely io listen io th* great doctrines of th* gospal. 
without the knowledge and general belief of which baptism 
would be a mere profanation. Still, he Mid th*1 d ■• wofod 
send Lun a Christian cetechial to be with hits, he would learn 
of Lira, and they conjointly would do the work. He hu • ■ 
Urely abandoned tha distinctions of caste, cordially repudiates 
ihe worship of the gods, and on these subjects he speaks with 
such power Ihal even Pundits are enable to witbetaad b»m 
He bu, ronrrovtr. great family in native r^.tacsUoo. and 
,e< Ites and < LmU his production* -d yreat vehemence He 
■a, however, at present quit* unacquainted With the truth 
When Uksd by a KUln, -bn •• « •«*■“■» ■ ^ei.t, sad 
alike opposed to Hiodomam. Moh#—»daw—, and Chnsuu- 
ly. u to what hunt* trued e~*t he reyimd he had m> creed,only
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menu with emphasis, adding a long note, in which he argues 
the point, and refers to numerous passages in the ancients to 
establish il.

The epistles of St. Barnabas, St. Clement, St. Ignatius, St. 
Polycarp, and Ihe Shepherd of Hermas, written immediately 
after ihe apostolic age. or perhaps one or Iwo of them a little 
before the death of St. John, distinctly recognized the cxisl- 
ence of miraculous, prophetic, and other extraordinary spirit
ual gifts in the Christian church during the lives of iheir 
authors ; and these epistles were fur a long time afterward 
publicly read in the Christian churches as possessing an au
thority little inferior to that of the apostolic writings them- 
Bekes. The authors of these respective productions are 
called the Apostolic Fathers, from tbe fact that they were the 
cotemporaries and immediate successors of the apostles. 
The writer of the epistle of St- Barnabas is thought to be the 
Barnabas spoken of in the Acte of tho Apostles as at one time 
the companion of Paul, though by others this has been dis
puted. St. Clement is supposed to be the Clement spoken 
of by Paul in Phil. iv. 3. St. Hermas was a brother of a 
bishop of Rome, and wrote his tract in his old age, about the 
middle of ihe second century. Tho revelation which it con
tains purports to have been given him hy an angel who 
appeared in the habit of a shepherd ; and hence tho book is 
entitled "Tbe Shepherd of Hermas ”

The account which Hermas gave of his experience will be 
recognized as bearing a close resemblance to some experi
ence* of modern mediums, (n the beginning of his revela
tions he fell into an ecstasy, and he was carried away in 
spirit, when an angel in the form of a young woman appeared 
to him and convinced him of some particular sin to which he 
was addicted. At another time an angel in the form of an 
aged and venerable woman appeared to him while on bis 
knees in prayer, and took him by the hand and raised him up, 
and made some revelation to him respecting the Church. 
When at a subsequent time he was walking through the fields 
and praying that this revelation might be confirmed, be heard 
something like a human voice saying to him, “ Doubt not, 
Hernias ” The Shepherd Spirit, from whom he received his 
principal visions and revelations, appeared lo him after this, 
and was for a long time bis frequent companion. Finally, 
after be had wntten his book, he says, “ The angel which 
had delivered me to that shepherd came into tbe house and 
sat upon tbe bed, and that shepherd stood at his right hand ; 
then he called me and laid, * 1 delivered thee and thy house 
to this shepherd that thou migbiest be protected by him.' And 
I said.' Yes, Lord ,’ and be added, ‘ Whosoever shall do ac
cording to the commands of this shepherd, who is a pnnce of 
great authority, and in great honor with God, he shall live ; 
but they that shall not keep his commands shall deliver them
selves unto death, and shall be every one guilty of his own 
blood. But 1 say unto thee, keep these commandments, and 
thou .halt find a cure for all iby sms.'”

St. Ignatius wm an immediate disciple and personal as
sociate of the beloved St. John, and was by Iho latter ap
pointed bishop of Antioch. He was said to be “ a man in all 
things like unto the apostles.” Ho was summoned from his 
bishopric to Rome in ihe year 127, where he suffered mar
tyrdom by being exposed to the fury of wild beasts in the 
theater. He was accompanied to Rome by some nf thr mem
bers of hia church, who wrote an account of hia journey and 
arrival there, and testify to the existence of visions and spir
itual apparitions at that age in the following passages : “ The 
night after hia (Ignatius') suffering.," say they, “ we were to
gether watching in prayer, that God would vouchsafe us 
(weak men) some assurance of what had passed ; whereupon 
several of the company fell into a slumber (ecstatic#!, because 
watching m prayer), and therein saw visions in which Igna
tius was represented, which, when we had conferred to
gether, we glorified God, being thereby assured of hia 
blessedness.”

St. PoLTcaer also, in the earlier part of hia life, wm a 
personal disciple and associate of St. John, and waa by that 
apostle appointed biibop nf Smyrna. Daring the earlier 
ages of the Church he appears to bare been universally con
sidered m endued with similar spiritual gifts to those which 
characterized the apostles, one among other proofs of which 
(act is the esteem in which his writings were bolden for three 
hundred years, during which time, m before ■ taxed, they were 
publicly read in the churches in connection wuh those of tbe 
apostles. This holy man suffered martyrdom for Die Chris
tian cause tn the year 147, when nt an advanced age An 
account of hia last Buffering, with what preceded and fol
lowed, waa written in a circular letter by some members of 
his church al Smyrna, and directed to all other churches , and 
some particulars of the history are entirely conclusive m to 
ihe manifestation of spiritual presence and influence in those 
dsy. Speaking of several other, who .offered martyrdom 
at the .ame time, they My. " While they were uniter tor
ments they were absent from the My (probably under the 
sestaueal impress ions), or, rather, the Imrd Cbrisl stood by 
them, sod conversed with them, nnd revealed thing, to them 
inconceivable by man , m if they were no longer men, bul

tljr prinriplrs nf Jilntnrr.
ANCIENT CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISM

■ t william riAHBAtaa.

In tho pending controversy in respect io the alleged exist
ing intercourse between man and the denizens of the unseen 
world, the professedly Christian Church has, strange to say, 
shown herself the most formidable champion in the negative. 
Not that the believers in Christ and the Bible suppose it im
possible, in the nature of things, for any interchange of thought 
to take place between men in this world and invisible intelli
gences in the other, for the Book which they professedly re
ceive as the Chart of their faith, is hill of testimonies to the 
reality of such occurrences. But it is assumed and pro
claimed with much assurance by them, that tbe link of con
nection between mundane and spiritual intelligences was 
permanently severed at the close of the apostolic age—that 
since then the Spirit-world has been dumb and silent to all 
the invocations of mortals, and all alleged messages, impres
sions. and miraculous endowments from that quarter hare 
necessarily belonged to the category of illusions or willful im
postures.

Now it is upon this assumption, and upon this alone, that 
the Church's whole opposition to the doctrine of existing 
spiritual intercourse rests ; and unless the assumption can be 
shown to be well founded, the opposition must evidently 
cither give way. or be turned with eqml force against the 
reality of the same phenomena u alleged tn Biblical records 
to hare existed in the former ages of the world.

But where, we ask, are we lo find a shadow of proof that 
spiritual intercourse was intended to cease at tha close of the 
apostolic age ' Il will not be asserted that this proof is found 
in the known constitution of man or of Spirits, or in the known 
relations of the material and spiritual worlds, for these, for 
aught we can determine, are essentially the same now as they 
were before the apostles were in their graves. Nor can J 
imagine where proof of the point can be found in the Bible 
The only three passages I hare yet seen or beard adduced as 
proof (viz., the refusal of Abraham in the parable to send 
Lazarus from his bosom back to the earth; tbe saying of 
Jems on the cross, “ Il is finished ," and the prohibition in 
the Revelation of St John against adding any thing to that 
particular book, Rev. xxii 18), it seems to me do not meet 
the case . and the very weakness of the arguments derived 
from these passages conveys an idea of ibe deaperaieneas of a 
cause which finds it necessary to employ them

But on tbe other band. Jesus and bis apostles seem to have 
considered a perpetuity of the spiritual intercourse during the 
after ages of the true Church aa a mailer of course, and show 
by several implications that they expected its continuance so 
long as Christians remained faithful. Thus Jesus promised 
the Holy Spirit indiscriminately to those who would sincerely 
and devoutly ask it of the Father (Luke xi. 13), and Paul 
distinctly characterized the Christian dispensation as one 
which brought those who received it “to an innumerable com
pany of angels, lo tbe general assembly and church of the 
first born, which are written in heaven, and to Cod tbe Judge 
of all, and lo the spirits of just men made perfect " Heb. xii. 
22, 23. Il appears that during the age of the apostles, proph
ets, seers, diacerners of spirits, speakers with divers tongues, 
workers of miracles, and other “ medium*’ for divine and 
spiritual influences, existed and were multiplied in the Church 
everywhere, and there ia no evidence, either in reason or 
history, to show that the gifts of these were all taken away, 
and the lamp of heaven forever ceased ita direct shining*, as 
the last of the apostles sank into his grave. There is, on the 
contrary, the most direct and positive historical evidence that 
'bese spiritual gifts were universally considered by the Chris
tians as existing uninterruptedly, to a greater or less extent, 
in ihe Church, for nearly three hundred years after the com
mencement of Ihe Christian era. Their existence wu then 
disputed only by a few, and by the mass of the Catholic world 
their occasional occurrence has been admitted in all ages, 
down to the present day. and even some Protestant sects 
hare, until recently, believed the same

I-et us now glance at some of the numerous historical tes
timonies as to the post-apostolic perpetuity of spiritual gifts 
and intercourse in tbe Christian Church. The learned Dr. 
Mosheim, in treating the history of the Church during the 
second century, says, " It is easier to conceive than to express 
how much the miraculous power* and tlw extraordinary divine 
fP* which Ihe Christians exercised on various occasions 
contributed to extend the limits of Ihe Church. The gift of 
foreign tongue, appears to have gradually ceased as soon as 
many nations became enlightened with the truth, end numer
ous churches of Christiana were everywhere established, for 
it became leas necessary than it wu at first. But the other 
gifts with which Cod favored the rising Church of Christ 
were, u we learn from numerous testimonies of Iha ancients, 
still conferred upon particular persons here and there."* Dr 
Murdock, the transistor of Mosheim, sanctions these state
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ahoady become angels. Aa lo Polycarp, ho saw a vision 
three days before be waa taken ; and behold, the pillow under 
bis head he naw all in a flame; whereupon, turning to those 
about him, he said, prophetically, ' 1 shall be burnt alive.’ 
After his apprehension, and while he was going into the 
place of execution, there came a voice from heaven, saying. 
■ Be strong, and quit thyself like a man, Polycarp.' Now no 
one saw who spoke to him, but many of our brethren heard 
the voice.”' After describing die scenes of the execution, 
ihe writers say. “ Such was the end of Polycarp, who, in our 
times, was a truly apostolical and prophetical teacher; for 
every word that went out of his mouth either has been already 
fulfilled or will be.” Tho writer of the copy of thia account, 
from which the foregoing is extracted, adds,'■ This epistle 
was transcribed from the copy of Irxneus, the disciple of 
Polycarp, by Caius , after which I, Pioniua, wrote it from the 
same copy, which I found, hy a revelation, wherein Polytorp 
appeared and directed me to it, as I have and do declare in a 
most solemn manner.

Justin Martyr, an eminent apologist and defender of Chris
tianity, who flourished about tho middle of the second century, 
affirmed, according to Eusebius, that the gift of prophecy shone 
brightly in the Church in his time. About the year 180, 
Athenagoras, in an apology which he was commissioned by 
his Christian brethren to carry to the Emperor of Rome, de
scribes in >1 what in our phrase would be called “ speaking 
mediums.” and which secimul to Asm abounded-in the Church 
at those times under the names of prophets and prophetesses. 
“ I call them prophets,” says he, “who, being out of themrehes 
and their own thought!, did utter forth whatsoever by the im
pelling power of the Spirit he wrought in them ; while the 
Divine Operator served himself of them, or their organs, even as 
men do of a trumpet, blowing through il. Thus have we proph
ets for witnesses and aflirmera of our faith ; and is it not 
equal and worthy of human reason, O ye emperors, to yield 
up our faith to the Divine Spirt who mores the mouths of Ihe 
prophets as his instruments f

Ammonias Saccas, a Christian philosopher, who opened a 
school at Alexandria, in the latter part uf the second century 
(which school was for a long time in great repute), taught the 
art of procuring communion with spirits, or demons, as he 
called them. His disciples called this art “ theurgybut 
whether the spirits invoked by such means were always of 
the most Christian character does not appear. (See Mosheim )

During the fore part of the third century (spiritual gifts in 
the Church still continuing as general os before), Eusebius 
relates, that while a persecution raged al Alexandria, there 
was among the martyrs a young woman named Potomiana. 
whose courage and fortitude under her last sufferings excited 
the astonishment of the spectators. Three days after the exe
cution of her body, this same Potomiana appeared in spirit by 
night, “to one fiMilides, a Roman soldier, and, covering his 
head with a crown, said he must shortly be taken away. The 
vision wrought effectually to convert Builides," and who, for 
his confession of faith in Christ, wm loaded with chains, and 
shortly afterward rewarded with the crown of martyrdom. 
" Many others also, at the same time, in Alexandria, were 
wrought upon to the open confession of their faith in Christ 
by vision* of Potomiana, who in dreams urged them to do so."

An account of tho election of a Bishop of Jerusalem is also 
worthy of note, as showing tho manifest operation nf spiritual 
influences st ihat age. It is to the effect that when Narcissus, 
Bishop of Jerusalem, wav about one hundred years old, snd 
disqualified by that extreme ago for ihe further discharge of 
his official functions, Alexander, a Cappadocian bishop, was 
admonished, in a vision by night, to go to Jerusalem for some 
purpose. When Alexander approached Jerusalem, several of 
ihe chief persons of ihe church of that city also had visions, 
in which they were directed to hasten out of the galea nf the 
city, and receive the bishop ordained for them hy God. Being 
thus miraculously appointed. Alexander exercised the func
tions of bishop to that church for years, and died white under 
imprisonment for the faith, in the year 253.

Tertullian, in his tract concerning the aoul, chap, ix , says: 
“ Wo had a right, after St. John, tn expect prophesying., and 
we do now acknowledge ihe tamo spiritual gift# ; for there is 
at this day bring among us a sister who is partaker of the gift 
of revelations, which .he receives under ecstasy in iho spirit 
in the public congregation ; wherein she conrrr.es with 
angels, sometime. also with the Lord, and ■mth and hearrih 
divine mysteries, and discovereth the hearts of some persons, 
and dor. minister succor to such as desire it; and while thr 
Scripture, are read, or pMlm* are iinging.or they are preach
ing, or prayer, are offered up, subjects from thence are minis
tered in her visions. We bad once some du course touching 
thr soul while this sister was is thr spin! after the public 
arrvices were over, and moat of the people gnnr, ahe acquaint
ed us with what she saw. as the custom was . for these things 
are heedfolly digested, that they may be duly proved Among 
other thing*, .he told us that a material .on) was before her, 
and ths Spirit was beheld by her, being nf n quality not void and 
empty, but of the odor nf the sky, and of a thin brightnen, pre
serving ths form throughout of ths human body.” What well-

informed Spiritualist can fail to be struck with ihe similarity 
of this description given hy Tertullian, and many occurrences 
which are witnessed al the present day I The description 
which the prophetess, mentioned in this extract, gave of the 
soul, will ha recognized as perfectly accordant with the reve
lations which Swedenborg and subsequent “ medium*" have 
given on the same subject.

Notwithstanding there appear* to have been a gradual de
cline and final cessation of heathen oracles after the establish
ment of the Christian Church (and we might show strong 
reasons for believing that these oracles were actual spiritual 
communications, as both heathens and Christians believed 
them to be), there seem to have still been among the heathens 
some mediums for spiriu (or the alledged gods) for a long 
time after the apostolic age. Between these spirit* and their 
mediums on the one hand, and the Christian prophets on the 
oilier, there was generally an open hostility; but wherever a 
trial of powers occurred, the heathen spirit was forced to give 
way, showing the existence still in the Church of that power 
conferred by Jesus upon his disciples to " cast out devils.” 
Hence we find Tertullian, in his “ Apology for the Christian 
Religion," boldly challenging all heathendom to a trial of ihe 
powers of their patron spirits and divinities, who were accus
tomed lo possess and speak through the bodies of certain men. 
“ Hitherto," *aya lie. " we have used words ; we will now 
com® to a demonstration of the very thing, that your Gentile 
gods are no one of them greater than another. For a de
cision of the point, let any one that is judged 1 ■ be possessed 
by a devil be brought into open court before your tribunals ; 
when that spirit shall be commanded by a Christian to speak, 
he shall as truly confess himself a devil there, as elsewhere 
be falsely claims lo be a god. Or let one equally be produced 
who is among you Gentiles judged to be inspired of Gud, who 
waits nt your altars, and is esteemed a sacred person by you; 
nay, though he be acted by one of your most venerated de
ilies, bo it Diana the heavenly virgin, or Eeculapiu- that pre
scribes your medicines, and who pretends to relieve the dying, 
yet these, or any others, when they are summoned, if they 
dare to lie unto the Christian summoning, and if they do not 
confess themselves openly to be devils, then let that reproach
ful Christian's blood be spilt by you on the spot."

It may not be presumed that Tertullian would have given 
this open challenge to tbe heathen deities (or tutelar spirit*) 
unless tbe example of common and notorious occurrences had 
been such as to give him confidence of victory in the trial; 
and hence we find him afterward triumphing over the van
quished demons in the following manner ; •• A fine Deity, in
deed. that is subject unto a man’ . But they know that 
our Christ is their judge, and that they are by an uncontroll
able authority made subject to his servants , therefor® from 
our touch and breath they fly out of the bodies where they 
did reside, unwilling and wilh grief, in your presence.”

Tertullian died about the year 231, and hence this reflex of 
the state of spiritual gifts among the Christians must be con- 
Hiilcred as applicable to the Church a little before that lime. 
Numerous testimonies might bo cited to prove lhai this power 
of“cMting out devils," or in the more fastidious phrase of 
modern Spiritualists, of expelling " unprogTessed Spirits," con
tinued for a long time after that, m did also the necessity of 
frequently exercising it- Indeed, Mosheim informs us that in 
ihe third century the office of exorcist, as a special office, wm 
created in the churches, it being the duly of tho one holding 
it to cast out these subtile and unchristian spirita from the 
bodies of such as were infested by them, snd which they did 
by a process similar to that employed by ihe apostles.

Thus, employing a collection from the ancient Fathers now 
before us, m well as the testimony of Mosheim, Eusebius, and 
others, we might go on to cite numerous passage, to prove 
that spiritual manifestation# in the form of prophetic dreams, 
vision*, impression*, speaking impulse*, power to cmi out 
devil*, etc . continued morn or les. in the Christian Church, 
and were universally recognized hy it* members, until the 
Church, owing to outer prosperity, grew so corrupt and worldly 
a. to render iho free and general access and operation of 
spiritual influences any longer impossible. These influence, 
were operative upon simple-hearted anil devout men and wo
men in *11 classes nf Christian society, and even simple and 
unsophisticated little children often uttered the word, of su
pernal wisdom while under the divine afflatus , and by the 
revelation* thu* given forth th® Church was principally 
governed, and opposing religions were triumph.ally van
quished for more ihsn two ceniurirs. Indeed, no Christian 
ever thought of denying the raislrnce of these spiritual influ
ence. in the Chun Ii unfit near the age of Constantine. Ac
cording to Eusebius they rusted in thr Church to some con
siderable extent wen at Ihst agr, anil Constantine bim.rll 
sometimes rx|ierirnrrd them —not only bring admonished by 
th* vi*ion of the lurninou* crus* which hr s*w al mid-day in 
the heavens, hut bring warned in drram* and vi.inn* concern- 
mg the plot# of hi* rnrniir*-* And. acceding to Moahrnn. 
ao firm and general wm the belief in spiritual communication! 
- the fourth cenlury. that Hl Ambrose publicly cited the te*.
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timoiiy of Spirits, called demons, who spoke through ihe 
vocal organs of men (u Spiriu now do) in proof of the falsity 
of th® doctrines of Ariua , and the testimony wm rebutted by 
the followers of Anus, not by denying the reality of iho*# 
•piritual communications, but by saying that AmbroM bad 
bribed tbe Spiriu lo give such testimony.*)

Dispensing with the abundant matter which might bo given 
as corroborative of tbe foregoing, what, *o far m we have 
gone, is the plain aspect of the question which ha* occupied 
our thought# ’ Why, it t* proved a# plainly sod positively m 
any point can possibly be proved by historical evidence, thal 
the manifeatationa of spiritual power and influence did not 
cease with the apostolic age, the assertion of modern theolo
gian* to tbe contrary notwithstanding, but thal they continued 
in uninterrupted succession, though somewhat declining in 
degree, for at least two hundred and fifty yean afterward 1 
But in proving thia we prove al ibe same time that apmraal 
comtnuliion is the normal privilege <f ike true and faithful 
Christian Chureh, irrespective of ike age of the world its ssfatA 
it may exist, and that thal Church which denies the pood: hty, 
and scouts even the thought, of intercoune with spirits pad 
angels, must necessarily hare experienced a mournful detec
tion from rhe estate of that true and primitive Church, whose 
members, by tn express Divine dispensation, were brought 
" to an innumerable company of angels, to the spirit* of just 
men made perfect, and to God the judge w^wJI ” Oh, pro
fessed Church of Christ' bow an thou rutses*uk fallen fna 
the heavenly connection* in which thou watt placed io thine 
earlier days' How art thou puffed up with worldly pride and 
power. gloating upon the wealth of thy learning, thine estate*, 
and tliy gold, while, like thy prototype and prophetic mirror, 
the Laodicean Church of old, item art in all spiritual things 
poor, and miserable, and blind, and naked! Consider, now, 
thy fearfully degenerate stale, nnd repent thee to dual and 
Mhrs, if peradventure God will listen to thy penitent prayer*, 
and restore to thine inner sanctuary die glory of his ancient 
Shekinah, whose beams have so long been clouded in dark
ness '

Bul we fear that all exhortation to die Church, ns a >ody, is 
vain, and that the sentence is far more applicable to her com
municants, " He Ihat is unjust let him be unjust still, and he 
that is holy let him be holy still, fob the time is ar hand 
And “ he that bath ear* lo hear” may now, we think, distinctly 
hear ihe angel trumpet sounding through the earth, aaying to 
all who are willing " to follow the Lamb waiTHxanoEvai ■■ 
goeih, “ Come out of her, my people, thal ye be not partaken 
of her sins, and that ye receive not ol her plague* come to 
the glorious city of the New Jerusalem, which already begin- 
nclh to descend from God out of heaven, in which the .pint 
of the Lord alone reign* over hi* penpie forever ’"

But this spiritual detection of the Church—thia “filling 
away”—was distinctly predicted by the apostle Paul, lhai the 
“man of sin' might be revealed. (2 ThrM. it 3-12) By 
tho “ man of sin" I understand the mature state of ungodliness 
in general, and the lust of spiritual power and dominion in 
particular, whether applying to Catholic* or Protestants—id 
men in thia world or Spirits in the other. Il is thal spirit of 
human selfishness thal eullelh itself above all that is called 
God, and which, silting in the temple of God, seckeih to bs 
worshiped as God, and which, 1 hate no disposition to deny, 
is in some degree represented in ibe “ signs aud lying woadma 
and deceivablenesa” of a portion of the spiruual comms* ics- 
Uon* of ihi* dsy AU these, togethrr with lh« tOvio entente 
of a Church which. Ilk® the Jewish Church of old. has lived 
out its time and ceued to perform uses, will the Lord destroy, 
“ wilh the brightness of bit coming,1* u he deawrodaua Iha* 
latter day#, “ Mi A all his holy an rb.” to consume •"** “d 
corruption, nnd establish his eierlwiing kingdom1

Where, then, is ihe theological object* to Ihe doctnBW 
of spiritual intercourse as applicable to this dsy ’ Such 
intercourse, when of a proper kmd and properly conducted, 
surely can not be proved dlegium.te by the gospel, or by 
the history of the p-i-•*»•'"'“■ Church, for we have seen 
that the teachings and Meatpies of these are dec.dedly id its 
favor. Whoeirr demes its possibility tn the naiuro of exist- 
mg things, by that dental acknowledges his own destitution of 
ite gr.ee* and privilege*, and thu* utters bia own condemna
tion, m judged hy the standard of the early Church. Who
ever tnducnminalily denounce* the modern spiritual commu
nication., a* dtrmoniani, utter, a sentence equally severe 
gainst th* existing Church, for bad uul ihe latter sadly de
generated M to her spiritual power* since Ihe days of TertJ- 
han, she might nuw easily mire. and check th* dwmvitM. m 
Tertullian and In* conf rim exorcised Bod silenced the Spirit*

conrrr.es

