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FAMILIAR SPIRITS.
■T WILLIAM FtkHBOVGH.

In the law of Moses, we find the following 
passages: “ Regard not them that have familiar spir
its. neither seek after wizards to be defiled with 
them."—Lev. xix, 31. “And the soul that turneth 
after such as have familiar spirits, and after 
wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set 
my face against that soul, an I.will cut him off from
among his people."—Lot. xx “ When thou art .
come into the land which the Lord thy God giveth .... , .............. other rites and ceremonies; but all persons rccog-thee. thou shalt not learn to do after the abomina- .... . . , . ; ....... _. ...... ni,e® the existence of many gods to whom they indi-uons of those nations There shall not be found ., „ , ... .......... ... . vidually acknowledged no special allegiance. Theyamong you any one that maketh his son or his daugh- ' , . .. " 5 ..

. .. .... ... i- • . were unable, in their conceptions, to connect all opc-tar to pass through the fire, or tbat useth divination, .. ... , , . , .. , .. . . . rations in the human and physical world, under theor an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, . , . ...
i , ... • government of one harmonious divine agency, andor a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or ° , , . „ , i. •. . they were thus left to naturally suppose that disuni-a wizard, or a necromancer. — Deut. xvm, 9-11. ... . . , . .ty and antagonism among men belonged to tie estab-

In accordance with tbe spirit of these injunctions, lishe,] gtate of things, from which it was useless to 
it is recorded that Saul, the first king of the Israelites, expect deliverance by nny unitary and all-governing 
• put away those that bad familiar spirits, and the divine influence
wizards out of the land.”—I Sam xxviii, 3. Saul 
himself, however, was subsequently tempted to con- , 
suit one of these proscribed personages, and, accord
ing to the account, obtained an interview with the 
veritable Spirit of the Prophet Samuel. Of King Ma-
Maaeb, who reigned in Jerusalem about four hundred 
years after this, it is recorded, among other of bis 
heathenish practices, that he “used enchantments, 
and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards," and thus ^ to m the ^ God .. ruled .Q the armies of 
" wrought much evil in the s.ght of the Lord (IL heaven ^ # the inhabitants of thc cartb .. and 
Kings xxi, 6); but it is said tbat Josiah, the second - ...
king after Manasseh, on discovering the previously 
lost book of the law, proceeded to reform several ex
isting customs which fell under its prohibition, and 
among other things that he put away “ thc workers 
with familiar spirits, and the wizards.”—II. Kings
^i"’opment of the theological idea was the best tbat hu- 

These Biblical records clearly prove that inter- vanity was then capable of receiving, that thc wor- 
course with invisible intelligences existed among tbe ship of a plurality of gods was not prohibited until the
heathen, as well as Jews, of the nncient times. They
render it extremely probable that, according to the 
same spiritual laws, and under similar conditions, a
similar intercourse between men and Spirits may dees by an authoritative impression from a Source 
exist even at the present day ; nnd they thus remove infinitely higher than a Mars, an Apollo, or n Jupiter, 
every a priori objection to tbe spiritual claims of tbe still he was expressly called the God of Abraham, 
thousands of phenomena of our own times, which can anj subsequently also of Isaac and Jacob, nnd of all 
cot be accounted for on nny hypothesis of material their posterity, in contradistinction to the gods of 
science The passages referred to, however, are the heathens. These latter nppear to have been re- 
frequently cited as equally prohibiting all inter- cognized, especially in the earlier books of the Old 
course with ultra-mundane intelligences in our own Testament, ns real and not merely imaginary beings; 
day; nnd in view of those practical questions which and it is clearly intimated that they were even sub-' 
they seem to call up in connection with the spiritual jec» j0 judgments and chastisements, as inflicted by 
phenomena now current, the inquiries become import- |bc God of the Jews.
ant, What were the “familiar spirits" of those ancient
times? Why were men prohibited in the Jewish law 
from holding intercourse with them ? and what bear
ing have these prohibitions upon tbe permissibility of 
intercourse with Spirits in these times I Having 
been requested to unfold, through thc present channel, 
my views upon this general theme, the following con
siderations nre respectfully submitted.

As the various families, tribes, and nations which 
sprang up and spread over thc earth after the general 
deluge, were in thc lowest state of mental develop
ment, tbeir theological conceptions were also corres
pondingly low. Each individual would form such an 
idea of nn overruling divinity ns corresponded with 
thc interior range of bis intellect, and with the nature 
of those exterior phenomena which he wns intuitively 
inclined to refer to divine interposition. Viewing 
things in an isolated way, mid the phenomena of in
terior mid exterior being often appearing to sustain 
antagonistic relations, they were inclined to the con
ception of n plurality of divinities ns presiding over 
different departments, nnd to these divinities they 
attributed different degrees of dignity and power. 
Individuals, families, tribes, and nations were thus 
supposed to bave their respective tutclnr gods; and 
these, frequently differing very materially in their 
natures, were supposed often to sustain those same 
hostile relations toward each ether which existed be
tween tbeir human proteges. A large proportion of 
these divinities were conceived to bo nothing more 
than thc Spirits of deceased men ; * nnd It was to thc 
most insignificant of those—to such ns were attached 
to tho interests of individuals or families, nnd held 
open converse with them—that tho Old Testament 
writers appropriated the name of “familiar spirits.”

• Muster, In his ln ntU« on Jnuonz snd the worship ot human 
Spirits, has proved tUa polot teyoud a doubt

These petty divinities gave their oracles nnd man- 
datM cither through such persons us would in these

timeo be called “ mediums.” or by visible action upon 
an image or statue, or other physical machinery 
which, by being contrived and solemnly dedicated for 
the purpose, became the point of magnetic contact 
between beings in this world and in the other. They 
were frequently consulted by individuals and families 
on occasions thought to involve any importance, and 
their responses were implicitly followed, regardless of 
any higher spiritual source of instruction. In a sim
ilar way were the more dignified and potent divini
ties, such as Apollo and Jupiter, consulted on more 
weighty affairs, and especially by kings and govern
ors, upon the affairs of state. If the favor of any par
ticular god was deemed desirable, it was customary 
to propitiate him by prayers, sacrifices, and various

Low and imperfect in their practical tendencies as 
were those conceptions, they constituted the first 
stage in the development of the theologieal idea. 
As such, they were infinitely better than no concep
tions of divine and superintending influences, nnd, 
insensibly pervading, modifying, directing and con
trolling, the oracular utterances of, those human
spiritual intelligences which men were disposed to

caused such a convergence of all general tendencies 
as would at length ultimate in the development of his 
infinitely wise purposes, and in the establishment of 
his own recognized and more obvious dominion among

, men.
It was because this first and lowest stage of devel-

issue of the law of Moses, and then was only prohibit
ed to the Israelites. I am fully prepared to believe 
that Abraham was called forth from Ur of the Chal-

(See particularly Exodus xii,
12: Numbers xxxiii, 4.)

Until the transition from the first and lowest stage 
of the theological idea was complete, and the second 
and Jewish stage was finally and authoritatively in
troduced, the worship of thc gods of the heathens dees 
not seem to have been considered as a very heinous 
offense even oy thc patriarchs and their descendants. 
Thus thc intercourse of Jacob with his spouse Rachael, 
before leaving thc house of Laban, docs not appear to 
havc been so tempered with exclusive zeal for Jehovah 
as to impress Rachael that on her departure she must 
not take with her thc images of her father’s family 
gods. It is not said that Jacob rebuked her on find
ing these in her possession ; and it was not until some 
time afterward, and when he had received a command 
from Jehovah to “ arise, nnd go up to Beth-cl, and 
dwell there, and make there an altar unto Ood,” that 
he commanded his household to “put away tho strnngo 
gods” that were among them.—(Gen. xxxv, 1,2.) 
The clamors of the Israelites in thc wilderness for the 
making of a golden calf (nn image of thc bull Apis, 
worshiped by thc Egyptians,) nnd the readiness of 
Aaron to comply with their wishes, favors tho suspi
cion that while dwelling in Egypt they had long been 
accustomed to the religious worship common in that 
country, and concerning thc indulgence in which 
there are no recorded prohibitions.

But thc Israelites were now to be completely ele
vated above this first and lowest stage of thc theologi
cal conception, and weaned from all thc rites, cere
monies, and other practices peculiar to it. Conse
quently thc very first mandate of the law that was 
proclaimed from Mount Sinai was, “ Thon shalt have 
no other gods before me." A system of theology was 
subsequently unfolded for thc special use of thc Jews, 
which every candid person will acknowledge was in
comparably superior to the highest form of heathen
ism. But even this seeond stage of tho theological 
conception was far from being perfect, nnd hence, by

its types, shadows, and prophecies, it constantly 
pointed to something higher: and this was realized 
in that divine manifestation made in and through the 
person of Jesus Christ and his gospel.

In order more fully to illustrate this order of pro
gression. and to show the importance of preserving 
each subsequent and higher stage of development from 
degenerating into tbe previous and lower, it would, 
perhaps, be well to extend the range of our analogies. 
In my recent work, entitled “Thc Macrocosm nnd 
Microcosm," etc , I showed that creation has ascended 
from its origin to its ultimates, and from its lowest to 
its highest developments, by a series of ascending 
gradations, as distinct from each other as the different 
steps of a ladder ; that ench ascending gradation in 
thc system as a whole, received its constitution and 
form by virtue of a breathing of vitalizing and ener
gizing influence from the Divine Spirit, into thc prop
erly prepared materials evolved from tbe previous 
scales of creation, and tbat this divine influence thus 
breathed into each scale, becomes the inhering and 
perpetually subsisting soul of that particular scale, 
by the dynamic agency of which it discharges nil its 
appropriate functions : that thc divine influence, for 
example, flowed into previously prepared cosmical 
materials, and now exists in them, in the degree of 
the force of gravitation and its correlative forces; 
that the divine influence flowed into, nnd became em
bodied in thc mineral kingdom, in thed greeof chem
ical affinities ; that in a similar way a divine embod
iment occurred in the vegetable kingdom and each ot 
its component forms, in the degree of vegetable life; 
also in the animal kingdom it occurred in the degree 
of animal life : and in the race of animalized, disu
nited, and sinful man, it occurred, and now exists, in 
the degree of that particular stage of the creative 
process. It was shown, however, that in neither of 
these systems, nor in all of them together, does God 
yet exist personally as God; for only the perfectly 
pure, unperverted, and sinless man, or what is the 
same principle, the perfectly pure, unperverted, and 
sinless human society, notion, or race, or the combin
ation of all perfected races, natural, spiritual, and 
celestial, existing in all planets and heavens as one 
man, can constitute a suitable temple for theindwell- 
ing of the person al Divinity in the entireness of his 
harmoniously combined and unperverted qualities. 
But in each ascending creation, it seems to have been 
the object of the Divine Being to embody more and 
more of himself, until tbe development of a suitable 
form and contiuent of his full personal nature, which 
is pure Love, acting through Wisdom.

Now this progressive ascension of creations and 
providential dispensations by which God finally at
tained to the evolution of a form in which he might 
dwell and act in all the unperverted qualities (though 
not nil the quantity} of his Being, proceeded, also, 
through a series of successive degrees in thc mental 
and religious unfoldings of man ; and these de
grees, in their most general aspect, arc represented 
in the Heathen world, thc Jewish world, and in the 
Christ, nnd all who are one with him. As thc Divine 
essence and influence is embodied in the lower stages 
of creation variously in thc form of gravitative force, 
chemical affinities, vegetable life, and animal life, 
with all their respective parts nnd varieties, so in thc 
lowest stratum of thc mental creation, a correspond
ing degree of thc Divine is embodied in those germs 
of truth which lie nt the basis of thc theological con
ceptions of heathendom ; in the next, or Jewish stra
tum, he is embodied in thc idea of one omnipotent 
Sovereign, which was tbe highest idea which thc 
Jewish stratum of mind could be made to receive; 
but in thc Christian stratum alone, he was embodied 
fully as himself; viz., as a Universal Father, and n 
Being of pure nnd boundless Love. Excluding, then, 
from the remark nil factitious nnd merely man- 
originated developments of thought, it may bo said 
that Heathenism, Judaism, nnd Christianity arc all 
divine institutions, but each one in its particular 
place nnd degree, even ns thc same may bc said of 
the mineral kingdom, thc vegetable kingdom, thenni- 
mal kingdom, etc.

We are now prepared to perceive clearly why habit
ual dealings with “ familiar spirits" were divinely 
prohibited in the Mosaic law. It was simply because 
those Spirits, when consulted in those days, were uni
formly consulted ns petty divinities, and because 
dealings with them ns such, were incompatible with 
that higher stratum of theological conception that 
was then to bo unfolded, in which Jehovah, ns thc 
one nnd only Sovereign of heaven and earth, do- 
clnred “I will have no other gods before me.” Had 
the Jews been permitted to involve themselves with 
those petty divinities, they wonld undoubtedly have 
remained heathens, nnd nil tho benefits of the now 
nnd higher dispensation would have been lost.

But were thc Jews prohibited unqualifiedly from

holding communication with spirits ? I answer em
phatically, No; and will proceed to sustain my posi
tion, by proving tbat that class of beings called 
angels, with whom their patriarchs and prophets fre
quently held interviews, were not only spirits (as they 
are acknowledge to have been), bat even human 
spirits. But we have room for only a brief summary 
of the existing proofs of this point. Thus the three 
nngels who visited Abraham, while dwelling upon the 
plains of Mamre, were expressly called “ men."— 
Gen. xviii, 2. Thus also the supermundane intelli
gences who visited Lot previous to the destruction of

again only beyond thc tomb Such has been the doc
trine of the church—such the teaching of all its 
branches whether orthodox or heretical, and however 
ranch they might asperse and persecute each other, 
they have been unanimous in characterizing as of 
stupidity or of the Devil every phenomenon that 
tended to suggest the possibility of communing with 
the departed spirits of earth. The bigotry and intol
erance. not only of the church, but of the literati of 
the past, have prevented alike the acquisition and 
preservation of facts upon spirits! experiences, and 
investigation into the philosophy of biblical inspira-

Sodom, were called both “angels” and “men."— 
Gen. xix, 1, 12. The prophet Zachariah speaks of a 
celestial apparition which appeared “ among the myr
tle trees." nnd which he expressly colls both a "man" 
and an “angel," (Zech, i, 8-11; li, 1-8,) and the 
prophet Daniel applies the same cognomens inter
changeably to thc celestial visitants who appeared to 
him on several occasions. The last chapter of II. Mac
cabees contains an account of an appearance of the 
Spirit of Jeremiah the prophet to Onias the high- 
priest, in a form nnd office belonging only to angels; 
and much in tbe same form appeared Moses and Elias 
to Jesus »t the time of his transfiguration. But what 
is, if possible, still more conclusive upon thc point, is 
the following: after St. John had seen the wonderful 
visions, and heard the sayings, which are recorded in 
the apocalypse, he says that he fell down to worship 
before the feet of the angel who showed him those 
things. Then said the angel, “See thou do it not; 
for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren 
the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings 
of this book : worship God.”—Rev. xxii, 8,9. If, as 
is here distinctly asserted, this angel was the spirit 
of one of the old prophets, then there is nothing to 
exclude thc presumption, favored by thc nature of 
things as well as by numerous other passages, that 
all nngels are in like manner but the ascended and 
purified spirits of men, which, as the term “ angel" 
implies, are sent as messengers to this world.

In holding communication with angels, therefore, 
the Jewish patriarchs and prophets held communica
tion with human spirits; and this was considered 
perfectly legitimate, simply because those angels, un- 
likj thc “ familiar” or “ phythonic spirits,” did not, 
as petty divinities, come in their own name, but in 
the name of God, and with messages encouraging the 
worship and obedience of him alone as tbe Dispenser 
of good, and thc Source of truth.

The bearing of the Mosaic law upon the permissibil
ity of spiritual intercourse at this day, will now be 
perfectly obvious. The practice of consulting with 
“ familiar" or “ pythonic spirits," for selfish and am
bitious purposes, or of seeking their instructions as 
ultimate and absolute authorities, without any reve
rent regard to thc will of that God who is cognizant 
of nil our acts nnd 'thoughts, and to whom men, 
spirits, nnd angels, are all subordinate, is just as 
heathenish and damnable now, as it ever was. There 
can be no possible objection, however, even according 
to the Mosaic law, to our conversing with the spirits 
of our departed friends, or with any spirit, however 
high or low. so long as we regard them as mere falli
ble men, not receiving their data for ultimate author
ity, or, in any degree, giving them, in our minds, the 
place of God. Nny, ns high and pure spirits may as 
easily approach us os low ones, provided wc render 
ourselves worthy of their visitations, this new spirit
ual unfolding may bc made to us thc vehicle of the 
most high nnd holy instructions and influences; and 
considered in this light, it is our duty to study and 
conform to its laws, and develop its resources; but 
on the other hnnd, extensive and varied experience 
prompts me to submit, that; as a general rule, people 
should not meddle much with this affair, unless they 
can approach it with a cautious, conscientious, and 
deeply nnd wisely religious spirit. In the absence of 
these qualifications for spiritual communion, ono who 
abandons himself to n free indulgence in it, will bc 
extremely liable to be led into thc vain belief that ho 
is a very grant man, or that ho has a wonderful “mis
sion” to perform, or into other errors and extrava
gances equally discreditable to himself and to thc 
cause; and will probably end by abandoning thc 
whole thing in disappointment and disgust.

--------------*̂-«- -----------
For the Spiritual Telegraph.

MISSION OF THE NEW REVELATION.
Not since thc completion of tho npostolic ngo has 

there been so important and instructive an era as tho 
present. Since St. John, in the isle of Patmoe. was 
in tho spirit on tho Lord's day, it has not been sup
posed possible for nny one to sec, or speak with, thc 
spirits of tho departed. With thc extinction of the 
biblical lights, and thc closing of prophetic eyes, it 
was thought had passed away from earth the means ; 
of further Divine revelation, to be restored to man

tion. The effect of this has been to drive a vast num
ber of the very best minds to the adoption of a purely 
material philosophy in religion and metaphysics. But 
here, as elsewhere, truth and philosophy are found to 
be the handmaids of virtue and religion. That the 
phenomena which form the basis and theme of the Bi
ble, so far as they are at all credible, were not mirac
ulous, is susceptible of easy demonstration. It follows 
as a natural and necessary consequence of the unity 
nnd harmony of the attributes of Deity. God could 
only act in the exercise of all his attributes and hence 
could never overrule or go counter to any of his pre
vious acts. Everything in nature is but an expres
sion of Divine will, every revelation, every law of 
mind, all physical changes are events happening in 
pursuance of Divine will or universal law. No event 
in harmony with thc law of nature can be opposed to 
any law or order of nature. Hence a miracle, which 
supposes a suspension or transcending of tbe law of 
nature, is a solecism and can not exist. We look then 
within the sphere of natural causes, natural philoso
phy, for the explanation of nil phenomena. Did the 

j Prophets and Apostles commune wilh angels : Did 
they hear the voice of God ? .1 priori, it may cer
tainly be shown that God speaks to every one. Not 
with tbe audible voice, but he approaches the soul so

! that His presence may be perceived by all those who 
seek to know and feel it. We are thc work of his 
hand, the result of his creative power, the subject of 
his law, the object of his superintending providence, 
and therefore, whether we will or not, we must sus
tain a direct relation to his being, and it is a question 
for each man whether be will harmonize himself to 

' God and thus enjoy the beatitude and guidance to 
which Nature is heir, or whether bc will estrange 
himself from the fountain of Wisdom. All then as 
well as ancient Prophets may so live as to learn of

I God. So likewise we doubt not prophets communed 
with the spirits of those who had lived on earth. On 

[ one occasion we are told that when one would have 
bowed down and worshiped a celestial visitant, the 
spirit said to him, “ See thou do it not for I am of thy 
brethren the prophets.” If then it be admitted that 
those biblical writers saw and talked with spirits, it 
must have been in pursuance of some general and uni
versal law of mind, and if so the same phenomena may 
be again repeated by assuming tbe same relations and 
conditions. Assuming it to bc so, that after death we 

| arc to live again nnd forever, there is everything in 
the nature of things to enforce the probability of our 
perception of, and converse with, those of the human 
family who have advanced to tbat stage of being. 
They are with us a part of thc some family of God, 

, affiliated to us by oil the ties of an identical nature.
If we are formed for a continued and ever-continuing 
existence, our present organization must contain all 
thc elements of its future manifestation, all tbe germ 
of its future unfolding. Also thc future life must be 

। in entire hormony with thc present, and the principles 
1 of being aud action in each homogeneous with thc 
other. The particular theater of life and activity 
may bo as different from the present, as the scene and 

‘ subject of the philosopher’s invesligalionsjfrom the 
amusements of boyhood, but the peculiarly human 
nnd mental powers must be tho same. There must 
exist thc same capacity for love and hate, for benevo
lence and malignity, for tho acquisition of science, for 
studying tho laws of God's government and thc man
ner of His existence. If wc do not thus carry on with 

| us tho essential attributes of ourselves, and preserve 
' the identity of our consciousness aud capacities, the 
' new life would not be thc continuation of the present, 
J but n transmuted life, which is equivalent to annihila
tion. Wc being there with those of mankind who have 
laid off the body, of thc same attributes ar J elements 
and living in harmony with one system of general 
law, must bare with them harmonious points of con
tact, aud conditions of reciprocal perception and com
munication. This point of contact, those conditions 
of mental interchange, were occupied by prophets and 
apostles, nnd as they arc natural conditions they may 
be occupied again. So we see tbat communication 
with spirits is in harmony both with elementary nat
ural principles and with the experience of biblical 
writers, and it is probable that the best clairvoyant 
experiences in spiritual things among us are about on 
tho sound plain with those cf biblical writer*.
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lessly uttering our convictions to thc thousands 
who will listen regardless of the world's biltcr 
mockery. Wc arc surely in no danger of being 
allured from this post of duty by the winning 
speeches and polite manners of our opposers, 
and wc have calmly resolved not to be driven 
from this ground, though thc anathemas of the

of clerks wc have heretofore omitted giving re
ceipts, and have been accustomed to discontinue 
the paper at thc expiration of thc lime for which 
payment wns made, without writing to the sub- 
scriber that his subscription had terminated. A 
few persons may have misinterpreted this cir
cumstance to our injury, but we trust that this 
reference to thc subject will suffice to satisfy all 
that any seeming want of courtesy in this re
spect, manifested toward the patrons of thc 
Telegraph, must be attributed to the prudence 
with which wc have been constrained to husband 
its affairs.

8. B BRITTAN. EDITOR.
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It is tbe minion of the apt ritualism of to-day to re

CLOSE OF THE VOLUME.
It will be perceived that the present issue 

completes the first volume of the Telegraph. 
A year has passed away and its records are cn-
rolled in tbe archives of eternity. There, and

.tore to minkind the eonv-ct.on that there to a living ^ ^ d of ^ ,ho Mfd J^ th gllln 
God. and that He is the center and circumference of . • . ,r ' • * 
lhc mural sairar*. that hi. will i* the .biding law as immortal memories Rapid—more rapid 
of all hi. creatures—nt an austere enactment—but a than time itself—have been the changes which
happy prevision for harmonious life wish <11 the work* time ha* wrought, and as the shifting scenes 
of hi* band; that hi* attribute* are reflected in our hate passed before us, our effort to catch the

“ fleeting shadows and to embalm the sensuous im-
U Ito -finu st tk* jut atov* a* l> *• remove oar cence as child to parent. and become affiliated to tbe ~ . . .
th^to mi «5«t. o* fnma the mmU bodily in- Moat High. ’^ of living thought* and deci have not been

It is the moral m ssion of the new revelation to *U in vain Thc column* of this paper present•tracts. ».J uerci** -ur as- nl sal intellects*! ta
terr- we awiaulate ». -elrra more and more to the bring man into active and appreciative nearness to a transcript of much that will hereafter serve to 

God—that he may so have hi* un toraUnding opened interest thc curious, to instruct the ignorant, to 
•nd enlarged that the thoughts of Deity which vibrato strengthen the wavering and to comfort the de-

tbc uiverse abUl have a voice in his soul. £ * •
.nd to heeded there a* well a* in the breast* of ,.r ’Ponding. The year that is now closing upon 
sphs: that the interior nature of man. while on earth, us has witnessed thc resurrection of a great 
shall be so developed and progressed that he may com- multitude from thc death of unbelief and sensu- 
mune at will with spirits of the higher spheres and 
range with them throughout tbeir spirit-homes.

Out of characters thus formol among men will arise 
the perfect structure of human society. The law of 
God will become the law of man No organised con
straints in the shape of governments, communities or

nobler ami higher relations that exist between mental 
beings. lacreasia. knowledge and gocdnewi among 
men has drawn them nearer to the pure spirits of the 
upper sphere—it has enabled three to approach nearer

happily Mandate together and not until mankind
ality, to a new life and a living consciousness 
that the soul and its relations are veritable and 
divine realities. This no eandid man who is 
acquainted with the subject will venture to deny, 
and to insist that a movement which has ac
complished this is either insignificant or useless 
is to dishonor the truth and to abuse our own 
consciences.

It is not denied that there have been local 
and personal consequences of this movement 
which are greatly to be deplored. The revolu
tion in the public mind has been so rapid that 
some have lost their balance, and the benevo
lent soul must lament the incidental evils which 
it has not tbc power to avert. But every revo
lution, whether created by a hatred of physical 
oppression or a love of Spiritual freedom, has 
its hapless and unhonored victims as well as its

could they aproach and be with er instruct u«
Mind like the magnet attract* forces in sympathy 

with itself. and when the mind aspire* to knowledge, 
wisdom and purity, beings of such quality hover round
aad impress and guide. Sv too perh apt it may be, aud
open principles we should be lei to expect, that the Socetie*. bat the law will be written in their hearts
polluted ml depraved of earth would attract iadu- 
esce* around them from •pirit-tpLeres who would not I 
aid them t be just or wise, and whom to see or com- | 
manicate with mure directly Would be no boon

Certain it is that thc vicious and impur; can net 
enjoy either in this life or hereafter the felicitiee th it 
Sow only from a cultivation and exercise of the benign 
and ennobling attribute* cf humanity. and he that 
moot cultivate* them aad affiliate* himself to God, will ; 
enjoy the nearest communion with the Divine min-1 I

an i the delight of all will be to follow its dictate. So
shall tbe kingdom of Heaven come on earth, and tbe 
morning stars again sing together.and the sons of God
shout for joy. 

March. 1853.
D P L.

Respecting Authority.
Professor Bush says, in his Repository fay April, 

p. 188, that “ Swedenborg is • supreme and final au
thority with him in regard to all things of thc invisi-

and with minds of the upper spheres in harmony with Me world, its laws, its arcana, and its doctrines.
His Now as by Swedenborg is doubtless meant his then-

la the .pintail experience- of the present day wc logical writing*, it seems fair to infer, that thc dis 
see the fruit cf the progress of the past, tad the prom- crete sense of thc word, which Swedenborg was per
i«e of yet belter thing* bey n-1 us They come t u* ceptive of, is to the Professor “ a supreme nnd final glorious martyrs. The truth not unfrequently 
os the reward .nJ the incentive t- well doing They authority - in regard to nil thing* of thc spiritual ^ the essential to it* jnowth
come *s the presage of anew dawn which nothing world. And according to thc plain teachings of Swc- . , e
tom e- old effect Tbe intellect of men bad so long ' denborg, there are three distinct or discrete senses or j *n,on- ashes of its heroes, and the scene of 
been ...- ’in - . • ■ f materialism; cr worse; in readings of the word, vis : the literal or natural sense, its triumphs is often rendered unspeakably sol- 
scbools ot abeur 1 spiritualism, that fur the want of a the spiritual sense, nnd thirdly, the celestial sense, emn by thc wreck of hope and life. Unnamed 
rational sy-tem and eongruous facts in spiritual phi- and that these three senses of the word correspond to j and unnumbered thousands have fallen in differ- 
Uopby, they were become lisped to esehew all be- ’ the three discrete degrees which constitute the mind ent age8 of ,he worW? tQ CODsecrato Jhc vict0.

I ries of divine truth and human liberty. It is 
a mournful condition, but it is surely not or
dained by us. That we, as the conductors of a 
public journal devoted to the interests of Spirit
ualism. arc in any way responsible for its inci
dental evils we boldly deny, and wc arc ready, 
this moment, to abide thc ordeal of thc most 
searching analysis of our words and actions. 
Thc Telegraph has treated thc whole subject 
from tbe beginning with great calmness and de
liberation. thus seeking to quiet all undue ex
citement and to promote a calm, rational and 
scientific investigation of the facts To this end 
wc have freely opened these columns to all who 
proposed to account for the mysterious phenom
ena on purely natural principles. We have 
published what they bad to say and our readers 
have judged for themselves. Moreover, to the 
credit of Spiritualists, be it spoken, they hare 
cordially approved of this course, and have re
spectfully considered what has emanated from 
their opposers, neither withdrawing tbeir patron
age nor indulging in any hasty fits of passion. 
Our columns are still open to thc church and thc 
world, and their representatives arc invited to 
disprove thc facts and overthrow our philosophy 
if they can

In the meantime we have no organized instru- 
nientaliiics for propagating Spiritualism—we re
quire none. The cause contains within itself 
the elements of its own growth. The old theo
logical fabrics may demand a sort of spiritual 
protective tariff, which may operate to the ex
clusion of other views, but thc Truth will make 
its way without such aids and defenses. We 
protest against the flagrant injustice and obsti
nate stupidity which ignorantly or maliciously, 
as the case may be, strives to fasten on us thc 
responsibility of all the folly, fanaticism and in
sanity which may incidentally occur. How, wc 
have a right to demand, are wc responsible ? 
We do not make the facts, we only record them, 
for which posterity will thank us when the press 
and tbe pulpit have exhausted their epithets 
and the coarse execrations of a bigoted apd 
cowardly sensualism aro hushed forever. We 
repeat the question, wherein arc we accounta
ble ? The Telegraph did not create thc Spir- i 
itual movement, but the movement did create

lief io a future life and io a superintending God. As 
a natural corollary they would deny responsibility to 
the principles and rules growing out of those relation*. 
No greater incentive could be civen to virtue, and all

e«n vie tian that we are to live forever and that the

( of man:
And that those in whom only the spiritual natural 

degree ot the mind is open, or that degree which thc 
literal sense of the word corresponds to. arc percept
ive ef the truths of the word only in its literal sense, 
and to all such the literal sense of thc word is a “ su-

character we form here will mold cur destiny for an preme and final authority in regard to all things of 
indefinite period hereafter Let it be appreciated that the invisible world."
our whole life is open to the inspection of thc loved And those in whom the second, or spiritual degree 
one* departed, that tbe character formed, thc affec- of their minds is open, are percept've of the truths of 
tion* cherished, the principles eaptrased here, go on j the word in its spiritual degree: and tbe truths of 
with u to the land of spirits, and mankind can not do the word, vf that degree or sense, are spiritual ration- 
otherwise than so live and construct character as to i al truths, and hence the word in its spiritual or truth 
prepare tb*ms-lve* fr tbe highest enjoyment during sense, is to those who are perceptive from that plane
every stage of existence
coarse of life front the knowledge he may have of his
own nature and the results of his acts; and if in 
these calculations important elements are left cut, he 
can not vet otherwise than in conflict with his nature. 
11 he has not learned that selfishness depraves bis 
mind he will yield to it under indacement: to do so. 
If be has not learned that all mankind are his breth
ren be will live at war with them and thus accomplish 
their and his own misery If he has not learned that 
Le it a child of God, and that his highest good is in 
communion with him. and in a mental and moral life 
in harmony with his being, then he will be likely to 
live in disregard of those relations, and suffer tbe 
darkness'•nd moral dearth consequent thereon. The 
man whuM best delight is in the indulgence of hi* pas
sions argute well when he rays •• let us eat and 
drink," it he believe* that he shell die to-morrow. If 
man's existence were limited totc-dsy and to-morrow 
or to tardily life.be might well fill up the brief period 
wilt a gratifieall n of those passions an i ambition* 
that pel i .in t<> i: <L.n -. If- I, I eve- that his «un shall 
go down in darkness nnd oblivion, why then sh uW he 
not indulge the caprice and the desire of every fleet
ing hour. True hi* calculations fail for thc present 
even, and the fairest fruit turns to ashes on bis lip, 
aud fir the re i-ou tint hi* TTei- no more in harmony 
with bis present than hi* future moral relatione And 
whose professed creed it is that God is their father 
such, in fact, is the life of almost nD. even of those 
and mankind their brethren, with whom they are 
traveling to a future world Not one of a myriad of 
them so beiieve* hi* doctrine as to act upon it They 
do not buy. and sell, and bargain, nnd vote with ref 
erencc to their Go-1 nnd their brother. In reality 
they do not believe that either exists. We have 
o great deal Mid in pulpits about the depravity 
of the luwirt that allows men to go on in wicked- 
neM, a .»n told of their responsibility to Go-1 and 
tbeir future state. But it is not at nil strange 
they do thur. They do not believe the preacher's 
story and of couive will not act upon it Fur the want 
then of a knowledge of their relations to God, to each 
other, and to tin- future, mankind nre immersed in 
moral impurity- POria) hostility, and spiritual dark-

Mm conclude* upon his 1 or degree “a supreme and final authority in regard 
------* " ”l to all things of the invisible world, its laws, its arcana.

ami its doctrines." It is this spiritual sense of thc 
word that Swedenborg was a servant of our Lord 
in opening to us; hence it is that Swedenborg is a 
supreme and final authority to all whose perceptive 
plane is no higher than the Swedenborgian reading 
of the word.

And those who have the celestial degree of their 
minds open, are perceptive of the truths of the word 
in its celestial sense or degree, and thc truths of the 
word in that degree or sense, are truths intellectual; 
hence the word in its celestial or intellectual sense is 
to those who arc perceptive in that sense, “ a mi- 
preme and final authority as to all things of the in
visible world, it laws, its arcana, and its doctrines ” 
To this I may add. that tbe celestial sense of the 
word does not deny the Swedenborgian reading of the 
word, but illustrates it, makiug it meet the progress 
of tbe celestial in the natural.
. That there is a class of men in the church answer
ing to each of these three different discrete reading* 
vf the word, is well known; each class perceives thc 
same thing in a degree of light discrete from each 
other, which is thc cause of their misunderstanding 
each other, and makes them appear to be in opposite 
senses of tbe same thing, and hence they often dis
pute. and sometimes gnash their teeth at each 
other.

As raid above, one of these three classes see “the 
supreme and final authority” as to all things in thc 
literal sense of tbe word ; another class sees the 
sime “ supremo and final authority ” in the particu
lars constituting the spiritual sense of the word. And 
thc third class see the “ supreme and final authority” 
as to all spiritual things only in the illustrating sin
gulars which constitute the highest or inmost or ce
lestial sense of the word.

Let it be said here, in connection with what is said 
just above, that Swedenborg's plane of perception 
could have given to him perception of the particulars 
only of the correspondences, which constitute tbe lit
eral sense of the word, and could not have given to 
him a perception of the illustrating singulars which 
constitute a higher plane than that which he per-

opposition be louder than thc “ seven thunders ** 
of Patmos, and the vials of its wrath more ter
rible than the plagues of the Apocalypse.

Our words on this occasion arc not prompted 
by a morbid mental action. They arc neither 
the offspring of an easy credulity nor of excited
pa-sion We speak from a settled conviction 
aud, we devoutly trust, with a righteous purpose. 
Let the friends of this cause act wisely, be firm, 
•void all acrimonious disputations and every spe
cies of fanaticism, and all will be well. Thc spirit 
of Peace will breathe over thc angry elements and 
they shall be still.

THE PUBLISHER S STATEMENT.

I have still on hand a few complete Mes of 
thc paper, which will be bound in a substantial 
form anil offered for sale nt $3 per copy, in or
der, first, to afford an opportunity to those who 
may desire to bear a portion of this loss, and, 
secondly, to enable thc purchasers to provide 
themselves with this invaluable record of what
ever has been accessible to thc public, respecting 
Spiritual intercourse, during thc past year. The 
odd numbers still remaining in the hands of the 
undersigned will be furnished to subscribers, to 
complete their files, or they will be forwarded 
to whoever will pay thc postage and distribute 
them gratuitously. Thc contents of thc paper 
never will be old or uninteresting to those who 
arc not familiar with thc subject to which it is

il will be seen that this number of the Spir
itual Telegraph completes thc first Volume, 
and with its issue terminates my engagement, 
made one year ago, to publish thc paper weekly 
for one year, whether it paid or not, and to 
forward it to thc address of all person* who 
should be pleased to comply with thc terms of 
subscription. I further agreed, on condition 
that its receipts should exceed thc disburse
ments, to increase its issue, to enlarge tbc size 
of the sheet, or to reduce its price, so as to 
graduate tbe terms to tbc standard of its actual 
cost, to thc end that every subscriber might 
receive all thc advantage which might be de
rived from thc expenditure of his money.

When I engaged in thc enterprise I appre
hended that the year might close with a much 
larger deficiency than now appears ; but during 
thc first eight months of thc year the subscrip
tions came in so rapidly as to inspire tho hope 
that no loss would bo sustained. Accordingly,

devoted.
That thc Telegraph has subserved an im

portant purpose, we arc abundantly certified by 
it* numerous friends in all parte of lhc country. 
It has contributed to fasten conviction on the 
skeptical mind ; it has strengthened thc waver
ing in thc hope of immortal life; it has consoled 
the afflicted, and imparted a sweet consolation 
to thc poor and thc bereaved. But thc benefit* 
it has conferred arc too palpable to require a 
specific enumeration in this connection, and they 
afford an invaluable recompense for tho loss sus
tained, and for our personal services of which 
wc make no account.

I had business enough before embarking in 
this enterprise, and was induced to commence 
thc publication of the Telegraph solely with 
thc view of promoting the truth. And now to

a much larger number of copies were printed 
weekly than were required to supply actual 
subscribers, in tbc expectation that they would 
be wanted to supply orders before thc end of 
thc year. But toward thc close of the volume 
the number of new subscriptions was less, as is 
usually thc case with all periodical publications 
—many persons delaying to order thc paper till 
thc commencement of the new volume—and it 
now appears, from thc subjoined statement of 
its financial affairs, that there is a balance 
against thc paper.

I have used a superior quality of paper for 
thc Telegraph, and thc sheet has been filled 
with original matter. Thc size of thc paper 
has been inadequate to tho publicity of thc nu
merous facts and speculations of its friends, 
which have been deemed worthy of record, and 
for this reason, especially, I have not felt au
thorized to occupy much space with advertise
ments which might have been a source of in
come, possibly sufficient to nearly meet the 
existing deficit. As the Telegraph has been 
thus almost exclusively occupied with reading 
matter, thc expense of composition has been 
greatly increased, and its current receipts have 
been correspondingly diminished.

Here the attention of all who arc interested 
is respectfully invited to thc following statement 
of the receipts and disbursements of thc Tele
graph, during thc first year of its publication, 
beginning with number one and terminating with

relieve myself in part of thc responsibility of 
this new business the Editor, who has hitherto 
devoted himself unremittingly to thc difficult 
and laborious duties of his department, will here
after be equally interested with me in thc re
sponsibilities and the results of this enterprise. 
To meet thc increasing demand for information 
respecting thc state of thc cause, wc have been 
obliged to increase the size of thc paper more 
than one third and have, necessarily, raised thc 
price to $2 per annum

And now, friends, we have but a word more— 
one earnest word—we are determined to go 
ON, AND WE CONFIDENTLY RELT ON YOUR WIL

LINGNESS TO PROMPTLY SECOND OUR FURTHER 

efforts, in such a manner as to preclude tbe 
possibility of loss in thc future.

Charles Partridge.

SPIRITUALISTS READING ROOM.
On thc first of May wc shall remove our 

Office and Books to No. 300 Broadway, (second 
story,) a few doors above thc Park, where we 
shall have a pleasant Reading Room, and our 
friends, in thc city and from tbc country, will 
find it an agreeable place to pass a leisure hour. 
We shall keep complete files of all thc Spiritual 
papers and magazines, and also files of the more 
important religious and secular journals that 
may be received on exchange, and the Room 
will be open, at all hours during thc day, to all 
friends without charge.

the present issue : 
.Way ’th, 1853.

To amount paid for Type and Fixture*,
" “ Paper,
“ “ Composition,
•• '.' Printing,
'• " Folding, wrapping, etc.
•• •• Clerk,
•• •• Rent,
“ “ Editorial and other intel

lectual labors,
•• •• Books, etc.,
'• '• Wrapping paper,
•• “ Engraving,
'• •• Stamps,
•' •• Circulars,
“ " Cartage,
•• '• Coal, etc.
•• •• Advertising,
•• •• Sundries,

Total Debit, - - - - 
.Way ’th, 1853, 

By am't rec’d from Subscribers,
•• •• Agents,
•• •• for Papers, in Store,
•• •• for Advertismente,
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309
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97.588 
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86,278

1.815

00
00

00
89
45
00
24

00
00
78
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98

47
10

100 00
82 24

Advertising our Publica's, 100 00
Estimate value of Type and Fixtures, 

” “ Paper on hand.

Total Credit, - - - - .

Deficit, (Errors excepted,) • -

125 00
70 00

97,070 81

8518 17
From thc foregoing it will be perceived that 

thc balance to the credit of thc Publisher is 
$518 17. Wc have endeavored to practice 
a rigid economy or this balance would have been 
larger. With a view to economize thc services

To Subscribers.—Our patrons will please 
bear in mind that their subscriptions, for the 
most part, terminate with the present issue, 
and that now, agreeably to our terms, wc must 
await their further orders. Earnestly soliciting 
their continued patronage and influence, in the 
further dissemination of thc principles to which 
thc Telegraph is devoted, we remain, in the 
fellowship of a living faith.

Raj“ H-- , who wrote us anonymously a few 
days sineo, is informed that authors arc accus
tomed to publish their works in book form, 
whenever they prefer to do so, and hence it is 
not our prerogative to decide that Mr. Beech
er’s Report shall be published in thc columns 
of thc Telegraph, so that II------may obtain ii 
for less than it is worth. Should II------ take 
tlie time to write a book, would he insist on our 
infringing his copyright, by giving it away with
out his consent ? Does he paint pictures on 
such terms • i. e., does he allow other people 
to give them away at pleasure ? If not, others 
may very properly wait for II----- to commend 
his precepts to their acceptance, by a practical 
example.

EPISTLE XI.
Cloud Spirits—Their Character and Agency.

To H. H. Hall, Esq., N. Y. City:
-Wy ecry dear Friend : ■• Infernal" is • word of 

purely modern significence and origin, of purely mod
ern invention, I might say; and the phrase " infernal 
spirits," used by yourself in • late letter to me, and 
by others very frequently in common conversation, 
has nothing corresponding with it in any ancient

life.be


I at if* attributed the fault# te hi# cv* cuoditio*

Bttiag

REPLY TV PROF BRITTAN

ilh

up by tbe roots tbe idea that they arc really wbat they bare been taken 
fur—via., the spirit* of departed friends

When tbe qweaUom fairly come* up, may not «piril« impress mediums 
with tbew images, acting from their location, whatever that may be ? 
This » wholly improbable, as I view it ; for in a multitude of ease* we 
clearly detect tbe ••urve of these right*, rounds, and images, and that

ing to prove that throe facts necessarily prove that the spirits of the

that your deduction front tbe fact- was a naked assumption or a bare 
conjecture that spirits tuigLt produce such phenomena, in this or that 
manner, without offering any argument or proof on that important point.

origin This clam of fact* demoliobea the main pillar of your theory.

to be mental, or visual illusion*, the pedestal of your (tractate is swept 
away, and with it must co all tbe attending phenomena The one 

spiritual fail, ns you would call it, of Boeing tbe departed spirit near 
us, is no completely refuted that your theory can not be rescued but 
by re-cuing thia point, for no important case of thia class of phenomena 
is on record unconnected with this fact of ghost seeing—thc spirits of 
the departed have been seen

I lave not denied that spirits ean mentally impress spirit through
*P»ce, but have sustained this a* one of the taut ef ear bring by which

You Migrated that the sprite might act <* the electrical currents of , clam of these mysterie* are explained; nor have I denied, as you 
the brain, impelling them over the auditory nerve, producing sound, ete . fafrr, that fair analogy from this law would indicate that departed 

and alto that they might 'decompose the watery vapor of the atmo- apiriu might thus be <w rapport with embodied spirits but I do deny 
sp here" and produce light, Ut Mr. Brittan must be aware that ouggra- fa ^ that thc fact. claimed, a* indicating this, give any evidence what- 
tions are not arguments, aud only establish a presumption To meet eTer ,hat roeh b ,bf fact, but they g0 conelurively to show that the 

your fact* there was but one course left for me, and that was to array phenomena is wholly of human origin—thus indicating to my mind most 
an analogous clan. of facts, evidently depending on causes not connected forciWj that wmc obstacle, not understood, or overlooked, does inter- 
with thc spinto who have left the mortal body, and then the conclusion ^ between thc departed and spirits in the body 
would appear .Deniable No theory can be settled but by defying you ean call my opinions “ whimsicalities,” “ facetious mockery,” 
fact* which seem to give nse to that partiular theory-and when one Ut you you should remember that while you claim such a mu, regard
class of tbe facts relating to it are clearly and indisputably connected

fS' set if a man. he walketh through dry places, 
weaeth rest awl Meth uoee."

1 weep w other According to it. the “ ueclean ”

till, otter a brief spac*, I thought it necewoory te put 
o check ca all further proceeding?, an i did as. at 
once, by an appeal to moral power, which you will 
understand better from a aubaequent letter 1 also 
directed tbe medium te give up all thoughts of yield
ing himself any more to direct spiritual influence; 
but as he was in hopes to become something of im
portance in this relation, it was difficult to persua de 
him. However, the spirits, through her who is now 
the “ Beacon Light " medium—she being f re-ent— 
wrote out the following :

•• Oar friend mast be perfectly cutup sed. and ad
here precisely to Mr. Mandell's directions. He un
derstands our wishes Let him direct you "

with causes acting within the sphere of our bodies aad minds, another 
class of facts analogous and similar in their features are thereby shown 
to bc referable to the same cause—or not necessarily referable to an 
entirely different cause .

Your complaint stems groundless, for this very reason: that tbe 
facts 1 have given most palpably illustrate my theory, and refute yours 
at the sam- time, for they do “ account for your spiritual facts f as 
you are pleased to call them—and not one fact has been cited but ba* 
been accounted for this side of spirit influence.

I shall not stop to contend with you as lo wbat is logic, and what is 
not, or to defend my “candor or logical acumen.” That I leave to the 
judgment of those who are proper judges of wbat I have written. These 
personalities I have objected to—they have been frequently repeated ; 
and, if your testimony is taken, you have been most unfortunate in 
selecting an opponent. My logic is faulty, my candor questionable, my

for your own opinions, you must accord that liberty to others which 
you claim for yourself. While your doctrines stem to me to be a most 
lamentable exhibition of human weakness and credulity, I freely admit 
that mine may seem the same to you—and to tbe world who disagree 
with w, I doubt not that we both appear to give evidence of being a 
couple of the sublimes! dunces that exist on the globe.

A word on spirit atmosphere. I compared thc breathing of spirits 
to our respiration, aud the chemical changes which occurred in spirit
life to calorification, as the best analogy that I could give of spirit repi-

h«< Frweat stage of progress A shade of nicety in his 
character is sees ia that be selects his lodgment* with 
a carefa! eye to tbe avoidance of moist and disagree- 
at-e localities. He is a spirit watchful fcr his own

•pint- xal hi* yearnings art not purely spiritual ca 
weiwat of his. as yet, small elevation above tbe plane 
<: human society in the aggregate, be of course as a 
^w.: finds no actual rest, though sedulously March, 
ag for it His mind and desires must be directed and 
spelled upward from earth in order that bis true 
.ft ted bliss as a spirit, may unfold themselves: and 
la a future letter on resurrection progress, as con
tested with human love and unity, I shall allude to 
lais point again.
v Tie elm of Spirits usually *tyled infernal, I de- 
Mtatate clou! spirits. This appellation 1 select Is 
11 sppropriate one by which to indicate them, from 
tie fact they -.re, by virtue of their want of interior 
evlture and expansion, dark, and their emanations 
shadowy They are as the bud to the flower—nd un- 
faWal. and env.loye-l by somewhat sombre surround
ing*. To the eye of the experienced and reliable 
clairvoyant they appear, especially when under the 
■tapelse of their restless feelings, involved in a cloud. 
I shall give you a fine illustration of this in tbe letter 
above aJMcd to on progress, foe.

I have spoken before this, in my letters on “ Paoae- 
siaa' and "Insanity," of the disagreeable results 
•oaetiu.es ensuing from the influence of tbe cloud spir
its open the human system, in particular cases, an 1 
1 then clearly illustrated the fact that these disagree
able results were usually cm nested with other cause*, 
such as te irregularity in the nervous or physical eon- 
ditasn of the medium—excitability, opposition, etc. 
Bat seta* wiH say that these spirits must needs be in
fernal. or else they would not operate on media under 
-mpreper circumstances and condition*. Before de
ciding this point, however, we shall be under the ne- 
tseety of indulging in certain considerations which

This did good, and with some subsequent advice facte not relevant, my intellect oblique, my method out of order, my 
and information decided tbe gentleman to " hold off. * paying profanity—and I can only reply by saying that, I know men 
Tbe spirit afterward gave bis name M " Fun. ' and I d;ffcr ^ 0Q jj ^ j^ 
•hrewdlj suspect that there are many such, who love 
to control credulous mediums, as boys do horses. i Yon again allude to my proposition on thc imponderability of spirits,

Some, however, may insist that these spirits some- and their ability to overcome the laws of gravitation so as to return to
times act and operate as though they were actually our eartb, or to remain near it, when liberated from the body. Man, 
indignant—utterly so—baring in some cases, if ac- in moving his body by force of will, and in seizing physical objects with 
counts be true, absolutely attempted to take Ufa — , . "I . a • a a i, • e • • i - ns.See statement, by Rev. Mr Phelps, of Stratfori, CM ** h>nd and m0T1DK ^“~“d “^ *Umfenor animals, tn walkmg, 
also, “Astounding Facte," by Dr. Gridley of South- running and flying—constantly illustrates thc fact that mmdm the body, 
ampton, Masa i I reply that, in seme instances, os or will, if you please, can overcome gravitation, to a limited extent; 
in that cf Pharaoh, before noticed, end of Ananias but that does not show to wbat extent minds bolding an entirely differ- 
and Sapphire, in the history cf the early '.Lurch, life cnt re[atj,jn to gross matter can overcome those laws. If the liberated 
Us been taken But, as I before said, were they in- ^ ^^ ^ rehtions „ M eMbk H |o retnrn „ t0 remain ne„

ration. Tbe Baron Swedenborg sustains a similar idea. He says, in 
tbe Spirit-world each society of spirits furnishes for itself, or has around 
it, an atmosphere, and that tbe spirits of one sphere can not breathe 
the atmosphere of another sphere. He says he saw the spirits of one 
sphere let down into the sphere of another society, and that they had 
respired but a moment when they gasped and exhibited signs of suffo
cation. This idea is sustained by all analogy drawn from animal life, 
and on this analogy I based my statement. Your acquaintance with 
spirit-anatomy does no credit to the sources of your knowledge. They 
could impart a small amount of knowledge to you on such vital topics, 
and it would, I apprehend, be quite as interesting as wbat you are 
now getting.

1 pass over the allusion to the writings in Hebrew, and leave Dcniel 
and Prof. Bush in tbe hands of tbe facts.

You allude to what I promise to do when 1 get into the Spirit-land, 
and I allude to it to illustrate a principle. The law of these communi
cations, as I view it, were I to enter the unseen world instantly, would 
bring out thou eery suggestions. The idea in your mind, or that of 
any medium, would work out its legitimate result. “ Is the spirit of

-oiria uvius suvu .uuauuu? uaaw.a .. ,u «. — ---------------- Dr. Richmond present;” Three rapt proclaim him present. “ Hat
fenuls who did it ? Tbe truth is, these cloud spinte, f _ . , , c j w t m -a
or spirits of lower development are themselves ex- ^ earth, you are bound to show it. All our knowledge of mind and be a word to communicate r” “ 1 e*. ’ w ell, what is it.-” “ Divide 
ceedfagly susceptible to the influence uf the human matter and bodies indicates that they must exert a vast force to remain the soil—give every man a home—find Franklin—down with Austria, 
sphere. Ina good and pure- minded circle and society, here, or to return; and when I deny the power of thc departed spirit and set up Kossuth.” This will as certainly follow as I am sure to
or through contact with a medium of self-possessed w retnrn, I no more deny the existence of that spirit, as you assert, than die. I have agreed with no less than six friends, who are now dead,
and truly Christian ch trader and power, they are ^ <jcn?jn, your pOwcr k fly across the ocean I deny your personal ex- to return and indicate their presence. Two have pretended to return,

istence Our gross bodies seem to be in part designed to keep us near but had forgotten tbeir names. The first asserted that spirits some
th c earth, and were their elements changed as to density, tbe influence , times forget their names. The second confirmed thc idea, and actually

operated upon most favorably, as I shall show in tbe 
the forthcoming letter, before alluded to; but where 
the medium is greenly physical, or. ill regulated in 
his mind and feelings, or where tbe surrounding con
ditions are excitable and bad, the effect itself i* ex
ceedingly unfavorable The spirit then partake? more 
or less of its peculiar states and sensation* when in 
the fiesb. especially ween entering tbe body cf the

of our atmosphere on them would bc greatly changed as well as their misstated her father's name. And, should I die to-morrow, and a 
relative attraction, and if the spirit-body remains near the earth alter thousand mediums get what I have indicated, it would be no evidence
death, it is clear to all that its will-force must be greatly increased, as 
it is evident that their bodies must be light, compared to any substance 

medium or coming into elo* contact with bim. and I known to us-and the action of the atmosphere is to impel all bodies 
seriously think that whatever faults or failing* the upward which are lighter than itself—and it is not for me to prove that 
lesser levelopci spirits may have among themselves, spirits can not overcome this opposing force, but for you to prove that
they ire seriously aggravated by te ill-conditioned 
medium and circle.

The allusion I have made to tbe experience of Pha- 
raob. Ananias and Sapphira, reminds me of the con
nection which cloud spirits have with the di*p*n* i- 
t-cns and dealings of Jehovah in judgment. Through
out the Scriptures you will find that what are called 
"lying •pirits,” etc., are as much sent of God as any 
other class; and in case of any infliction which is

they can. I have not deprived thc spirit of its essential attributes, but 
have merely sought to limit its powers to the extent that seemed legiti
mate from all existing knowledge.

Your next point is a strong one, and its legitimate application I shall 
not deny, or attempt to keep out of sight. If thc human spirit can be 
c« rapport with another spirit 3,000 miles through space, I know of no 
reason why a disembodied spirit, ultras paribus, may not be cm rapport

to the world that I hud returned, but merely indicate that the words er 
ideas in the minds of those who bad read them had been written out by 
thc medium, while you and the world might claim that it was the very 
evidence I had indicated in the Telegraph. I record this explana
tion. that it may stand on record and refute the communication when it 
comes, as it may even in the lapse of a single year, or of a single week, 
or day. I think thc world has been greatly misled by just such a train 
of facts. .

This train of thought leads me to a remark on Bible facts—to which 
I did not object and which neither of us ought to disregard or set 
aside ; aud when they are classed with similar facts, each should be 
treated with candor ; and as 1 have spoken of the specters seen by the

What, for instance, do you think of the tribulations 
seat upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians in which the 
first-bom of every household was destroyed 1 Tbe 
angel of tbe Lord is represented as doing tbe thing; 
do you think it mast bare been a malignant operation 
by an infernal spirit ?

We sometimes see boys—good sized boys, too—en-

are particularly called into service. Thus the Lord 
is said to have made lying spirits instrumental in the 
punishment cf the unrighteous Ahab, <1. Kings, xxii. 
22, 23.) and to have sent an evil spirit between Abim- 
ileeh and the men of Shechetn, ( fudges ix, 23.) and 
also upon Saul, (L Samuel xvi, 14,) with a view to
teaching them a salutary lesson. It is probable that 

gage! in whit they intend to be a pleasant frolic. the 1m de„iopej ,pirit, ha„ a particular province. 
They rant and tear away in their wild merriment, j*- employed in all severe and eastigatory opera-
•M endeavoring to get the mattery of tbe other, with- t-0M which Heaven finds necessary in it/various 
cut any reference to order or decorum and with no plam for the ^erturning and redemption of society, 
thought of consequences, until in the excitement some ^t „n eTen(,. nations and individuals have bad pre
en* ccmee into unfortunate contact with another, re- e^t]y ,ucb manifestations as were correspondent 
suiting in tbe loss of an eye, or a tooth, or, it may be. with the:r „„„; CCD litioa, and requirement*, as in 
in a damaged limb, or a broken head or n«k, and. ,he aboTe faBUncc, and fa the destruction of Jerusa-
consequently, in death. Tbe effects are deplorable: km. Mj u looses us all to inquire, whether tbe 
but was it not merely a want of consideration which ulae an<1 u# aD11 ;„ Mme CMM injuriou5 demonstra

tions which are so frequently occurring in this age of 
spiritual phenomena, do not signify to us the import
ance of looking into this subject, and treating it with 
less of blind credulity, aud with a higher aim for tbe

led to them: and were not the grown up boys merely 
at play at tbe time of the transaction? Who would 
think of saying that our big and little rompers are 
infernal, simply because tbeir frolics sometimes end 
in *ueb consequence*'.

And so with spirits not developed. Are you not 
aware that Luman magnetism, or mesmerism, affects 
some subjects unfavorably ? I have seen a person 
thrown into convulsions by an exertion of the will or 
a few passes from an individual who was unskilled or 
not tuft Gently considerate of the condition of the 
subject. Tbe intention of the operator was merely to 
-how hie power; but exercising it without sufficient

love of God and for the true welfare and emancipa
tion ut our race, than is commonly realized or ex- 
pressed. Fur my part, I think I see clearly that 
Heaven has fully decided to commence tbe work, at 
once, of extirpating whatever is false and foul in tbe 
general aspects and relations of society, and of build
ing up a nobility of character and a harmonious and 
cooperative condition of mankind, which will realize
tbe bigbeet ideal of wbat ia intended and expressed in

forethought, it was, in such a case, productive of sad fae phraM> Christ aDj his kingdom; and I am fully 
result*. On Ibe same principle, spiritual magnetism satisfied that we can have, on tbe one hand, scenes
operates unfavorably upon tome persons-thoaB whose answeriog ,0 those cf fa, 8>lem Witcbcraft-so called
nervous or vital systems we Mt fa good condition.
Enlightened spirits are very careful to avoid such

—or. on the other hand, beauties, glories and bless*
ings such as the Apostles enjoyed in tbeir delightful 

individuals, or to operate upon them in the gentlest ^muaion with Heaven-according a. we stood aloof 
and most soothing manner possible. Where they are
pssMM of coarse and aelMi character, or excitable, 
etc., tbe brighter spirits can bare but little to do

from or fulfill in our own Christian culture of mind 
and heart, and in our endeavors to promote the high-
eel practical relations of society, that work on which

with them, directly. But inferwr spirits, not being tht Wtine Father and hi„ „d„ming bo,„ ,„ de. 
endowed with enlarged qua itiee of circumspection aided. Let every one be wise, then, in an engaged- 

• a . - a w ——late wwSKww t Jbeing dictated by impu wisdom—do n(*, fa these principles and pursuit, which should
notenter upon the work so caulmusly; their own £barl£Urilt „ inUrMt fa this subject.
pleasure la the great thing contemplated : and belies, | ft J. Mawcxll.

persons in tbe New Testament, I repeat the statement that they arewith a human spirit at thc same or a greater distance. The legitimate persons in tbe New Testament, I repeat the statement that they are 
application of that law of en rapport leads to such a conclusion—but all accounted for by spectral illusion or mental reflection, and the persons 
that by no means proves that they arc thus en rapport—that must de- seen follow the idea in the minds of those who saw them The disciples 

’. If one spirit in tbe body may imprest an- bad an indefinite train of ideas on the character and death of Christ 
other in the body with an idea, and that idea be projected before tbe They seem to be that be should be put to death—rise from the dead—
pend on other testimony

mental vision or bearing, it is clear that a mind out of thc body may, 
if it can come in contact with a mind in tbe body, impress it with ideas, 
and those ideas may bc embodied in voices, sights, or smells—but can 
the spirit disembodied thus come in contact with minds in tbe body ? 
Is that a fact proven to the satisfaction of any one * It may be to 
you, but to me it is not. We clearly see that thc human spirit in thc 
body is limited in its physical powers, and in its mental also. Tbe 
proofs drawn from the law of en rapport go further than any other in 
proving the extent to which mind may act on mind through space—and 
these facts seem consistent only in particular minds, and these minds 
seem to require a peculiar state of thc physical system. Admitting 
what you claim—that spirits produce these phenomena—we then have 
a clear demonstration that they, too, arc limited in tbeir influence on 
gross matter—and it was from this point that I reasoned as to their 
will-/ora. Its manifestation has been quite limited, and it i* admitted 
by all parties that tbeir manifestations of mind ba* been very limited 
also. You have claimed that they arc here in body—present—near 
us—touch us—speak to us—and move, by some means, you don’t even

be seen of his friends—ascend lo his father—and sit on his right hand
and judge thc nations—come again in the clouds, with power and glory, 
with hosts of angels with him. The records affirm that bc was put ta 
death—rose from the dead—was seen of bis disciples. One saw him, 
or an angel, on tbe stone by thc door—another saw him in thc sepul
cher—Mary saw him standing by her. He appeared to bis disciples ia 
a room—Thomas put his Sogers in the prints of the nails. His disci
ples saw him by the wayside—they did not know him ; they then saw 
bim ascend into heaven—aud Stephen saw him sitting at the right 
bund of thc Father. Thc ideas in the minds of bis friends were literally 
copied in thc specters seen, and die whole of them, on their very face, 
are palpably specters, and not the person of Christ. Christ did not 
rise from thc dead—and what his disciples saw were reflections of their 
own ideas. Use this as you -ce fit.

You again bandy your gull-trap, “ Materialism." Webster defines 
substance as matter, as something, and Swedenborg distinguishes matter 
from spirit by calling it substance ; you believe substance or spirit to be 
a form of matter, a something as opposed to nothing, or your words belie

guess how, chairs, tablesand various other articles. To me there is no your meaning—and yourself and Webster, and all others, mean nothing 
evidence that they are here, or that they do these things by acting on I else—and to attempt to define it without such meaning is as absurd as 
mediums from a distance. You suppose them to be at the outer surface | a distinction made it he re none exists ean make a thing. I believe that
of the atmosphere; but we have no reason for supposing that to be 
their location. I have carefully examined thc description of every 
ghost, whose appearance has been recorded within the range of my 
reading, and their personal appearance indicates that they arc not disem
bodied spirits, but the images of men and women existing in our own 
minds; they, for instance, wear clothes, robes, bats, cap*, boots, pants, 
dresses, cloaks, beards, hair, etc., demonstrating beyond a cavil that 
they are mere specters, mental images, reflected before tbe mind’s eye- 
Tbeir voices, and acts, bear tbe same relation to our minds, and no re
lation whatever to thc appearance or voices of departed spirits, so far 
as conjecture enables us to guess wbat would be tbeir voices, gestures 
and babilaments. The facts I have brought to bear on this point, cuts

human spirits arc propagated like tie body. Do you deny that they 
arc • Who teaches that spirits are created separate from tbe body and 
put into it at birth. Do you, friend Brittan * I have never even 
hinted that tbe spirit nates to act when it ceases to exist.

That prayer shows thc ridiculous fix in which you place yourselves__ 
hence its profanity and mockery.

Yours truly, B. W. RICHMOND.

•#“ No one who has a knowledge of the science will dispute the truths 
of the Psychological action of one mind over another—even at a distaste. Now 
if the mind is ths Maw—and Psychology proves it to be so—and if this mind 
tires after the body has decayed, (and who does not believe it ’) why may it not 
demonstrate tbe fact ? Revvoum
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REPLY TO PROF BRITTAN

lo what you term a review of my v 
first afllade to *' Mr. Awata** fact*

indicate that a epiru performed thru through her, than the falling of an 
apple from a tree iu-iieate* that a •pint with unseen hands pulled it off;

•trvred the claim to spirit influence in any clam of these phenomena, 
and wbcn you wind op a reveiw by mere assertion that your fact- have 
|" elicited no reply,** I conclude that you have a heart full ot that char
ity which enable* yon to brhm all titrant on your own side of tbe ques
tion. You have not given either facts or arguments to show that these 
occurrence* are spiritual—but you, my friend, with all other* who agree 
with you. stand on a bare omasum. You assume that spirits can 
return here—that they can speak with wires—show us lights—move 
ponderable bodies—cure diseases—and what is your explanation ofthe only locieal deduction from them B that they were caused by tbe

corfti«>o-mental and physical—of the medium acting by the mind these phenomena • Why yon assume that they act on tbe electrical eur- 
thr ugh some agency which enabled her to move matter Second, Tbe «■•» ^ *• •" *• pr”du« sound; you “ conjecture '* that they “ de- 

s called, is -aid to have left the body of compose the watery vapor in the air ” to produce lights ; and how they 
Ao died in a hospital ; and on the the- “»0T* table* or chairs, or cure tbe dek, you do not even hint at thea moat dtgrj- r J 7 . woman who Ji 1 in a hospital , an t on the the- "*'*' ——-~ .... —-, - • —- -. ...^

ry that like attract, like, bow could abe be ao completely re rapport “«** ot «ctwn ; while these spirit, are, an yea claim, with you, yet they 
with * II ”, a pure minded, intellectual and higblr connected woman j ""■** •“ explanation They admit that they used a “ battery ’• to 
and further -he elai-r I that Messrs Cowls* and Snow were had rod •"“ Hebrew with, and when the* celestial visitant, condescend to 
sp.ru. Of hers—she wm going to spend a night with them, ” he ' he ” *^ ,t"'/'”' a* they often do, lo ! and behold ' they are dressed up 
and afts-r eonduer ox herself as no -1 . nt gb t would do, -he wind- off “ ''"ir “ 8’“*/’* ^ ”—«“™ "" “ oriental costumes,” beards, coats, 
by pUrm - •• Yankee Doodle.” and, aa you suggest, ascended into . ’"’*•. I“,b boots, ~P». b,“ ~*u- B~J -"J peen—and on this point 
kUtar abere Row do you reconcile this with the theory that like . < !»••■» inquiry, " by has this whole discussion passed and not Ml 
spirii- . like Third. The ghoet of ** Ann." a...... ,, H ■ U.••_•-<■/or <r/7^ yon up m this momentous point = ThM

-• spirit* claim that they can show themselves ; they have done so; and 
when wc put the knife of criticism to them, they- vanish into thin air— 
resolve into mere specters—mental shadows—“ airy nothings, that syl-

and, x» you suggest, ascended into a

betrays the whole facts ; it speaks for itself It was, beyond a cavil, a 
spn'ral ilia two—a reflection from the mind of the Doctor who “ laid

Thc inner life of the church must be rekindled 
—lhe soul element stirred— eonaioaoe quickened 
—this atone ha- kept it alive in all ages—ita ’ 
ordinances can not at presnt be safely aban- ’ 
don cd, but they ultimately will be, and reli
gion will be guided by love and reason instead 
of sects and ordinances. Tho profession to 
which I belong, at Hast many of them, believe 
that nature is running an eternal round ; that 
we live, and die, liko thc flower; with me a fu
ture has always been a reality That God 
should usher spirit* into the earth by myriads 
merely to breathe and die, is charging him with 
converting his own universe into an ab wtion—a 
grand laboratory where spirits aro born and 
blown out for amusement ; and, so far as sci
ence can demonstrate our immortality, it ap
pears to rest on the laws ot gravitation and 
planetary motion. Thc thinking, loving soul, 
tho highest element in thc universe, forms 
around itself a body of less raroty, and both 
quit our body of flesh nnd blood. Thc soul,

Mr Hammonds New Book.
Tho new work, “ Philosophy of the Spirit, 

world, communicated by Spirits, through the 
mediumship of Rev. Charles Hammond," u 
published this day, nnd wc arc ready to sup. 
ply all orders. It contains about thc same 
quantity of matter ns thc “ Pilgrimage,’’ and 
tho price at retail will be sixty-two and a half 
cents. Wo have no time to speak at length 
in this connection, but the numerous readers of 
the preceding works through the same medium 
will of course lose no time in becoming ac
quainted with the contents of the present 
volume.

toy Mr. Partridge, having sold his private 
residence to Gen Scott,has removed to No. 26 
West Fifteenth-street, whore his porsotutl friends 
will find bim except during business hours.

Yankee Doodle " and “ Sweet Home,
connected with tbe music, shows that si Your facts I do not deny, your reasoning

mind of “ H ”
no power of mine can so

THE HEBREW WRITINGS.
Mr. Brittan: Will yon allow me lo correct * 

misstatement concerning ms, by Prof. Bush, In tbe 
Tt i.i <.r Arn of March 12, relative to the quotation 
from the Hebrew text of Daniel, alleged to have been 
written by spirits In tbe sleeping room of B. 1*. Fow
ler He represent, me as attempting. In the Tti.x- 
ok srii of Feb. 10, •• to show that the paragraph must 
have been written from left to right, and that this 
fact will account for the confined anil chaotic alate of 
the text in tho publlihed extract*." Whereas, nyt 
Prof B., " my own invariable practice baa been to 
write from le ft to right a, I do in English.” I did 
not say that it wns " written from left to right." Dr 
Richmond said It, not being aware that Ilie fact, 
though perfectly obvious, was not conclusive What 
I said was, that il was •• an attempt lo copy from tbe

like tho sun in the solar system, insures our 
eternal existence. The higher controls tho tow
er—mind controls tho universe—soul, or love, 
is tho grand sun center of nature and men.

Miracles, so called, proved to tho Christian 
world that Christ was God, and man immortal; 
but man has still doubted through all ages. 
Baxter found extra proof in the scenes of 
witchcraft and dovilistn, in England ; and Cot
ton Mather found thc same proof in the spirits, 
seen and heard and felt in Salem ; and thc 
Spiritualists of to-day find, for tbc first time, 
tangible proofs of a future existence.

During tho investigations incident to this dis
cussion, I have abandoned some of my lifc- 
chcrishcd opinions, and taken up others that I 
had always disbelieved. I was educated in thc 
belief that spirits could visit this earth. I do 
not now believe it. I never believed in a trin-

.iagiiig to be the work of the U-^ **"’1 ,,,'*,'• ” ----- - -
■ - - { on|v reply that *be facto to show that these persons seen and heard nnd felt, are spirits,

perfectly trifle withthis. whole subject, as do 1 h*™ no‘ h**® "W” ‘° fin4 i b“‘ 1 haT0 ’"V®4 •»”“* •”">> “» bb«*ory 
of conduct and character contained in that ‘b*‘ break ,be k"* of "“> “"““P’™-

You say that I tnilc ith thc facto.
on

the ludicrous combinations 
letter.

You next allu l to curing rick people by spirit saguencer You cited 
two class.- of beta One class who were made rich by spirits, and 
cured by Christ and the Apostles through the aid of the Holy ghost, 
and another class of sick persons who are cured by spirits, they having 
turned doctors ; and the two wings of this Spiritual army exhibit the 
charming sight of jerking and foaming devils being expelled from the 
bodies of men and women by a holy charm Seven in one litter went 
out of Mary Magdalen, and devils in the bodies of men turned into doc
tors and curing tbe most alarming fits and even making new Ures for 
poor humanity. My friend Brittan tells me that the spirits acting 
through mediums cure serious maladies, and must be good spirits, while 
Rev. Charles Beecher and the Kev. Sunderland tells us the spirits of 
thc present day are low, bad spirits—a sort of evil genius—who have 
entered the Indies of me n, as in the days of Christ, and made them “jerk, 
and foam and tear themselves,” and they are improperly termed devils 
in our Bible, says Mr. Beecher, and after Christ had established the 
divinity of his mission by “ by casting out such devils,” these devils, or 
low order of spirit.-, are back here—have turned fiddlers and doctors,

The opinions of ghosts and thoir doings as taught to-day, nro identi
cal with those entertained by tho Pagan world three thousand years 
ago. A sorceress directed Ulysses to go to a certain island, pour warm 
blood on the ground, and wave his sword above it, and the spirits of tho 
departed heroes would appear to him ; nnd they did, and he talked 
with them, with bis friends and dead companions. To him it wns nu 
evidence that they still existed ; to me it illustrates tbc law of mental 
reflection. It is asserted that Christ rose from the dead ; Mary mis
took him for the gardener, implying that he was clothed. Once he ale 

' fish with his disciples; twice bo appeared iu their midst when the door 
was shut ! Once Thomas put his hands in his side ; once ho vanished 
from their sight when they sat at supper. Once he declared that he was 
not a spirit, but had “ blood nnd bones ” ! Once they talked with him 
by the wayside, and did not know him. Once he asked them to Jine 
by tbc sea shore ; they knew him but dare not say so. Once he was 
parted from them and ascended into glory. To the religious world thc 
above facts nre of momentous value. May I put a few inquiries to the 
public on tbe above facts : Did that “ blood and bones ” body pass

and are playing “ Yandee Doodle ” and curing thc sick. This is an 
age of progress. If these be tbc kind of devils that Christ cast out, 
they seem to have improved upon their privileges. If Mr. Beecher has 
not burned the fingers of the Church, then I am no judge of hot irons. 
Thc cures by thc spirits already go as far as Christ’s cures went, facts 
as well attested as his, and tbe spirits affirm that they arc verily the 
spirits of friends, brothers, mothers, wives, sisters and children, returned 
to us—they speak kindly, give good advice in most eases, and still Mr. 
Beecher and Mr. Sunderland affirm they arc cheats—low scamps that 
Ke and cheat and arc called devils in our Bible.

You have not shown thnt spirits cause disease at all—you have shown 
that persons arc suddenly cured by the aid of persons not physicians— 
and I have met you by a similar class of facts—just as wonderful— 
clearly the work of minds in the body acting each upon the other by 

• sympathy. I hare before me a still larger number of cures, thc work of 
various influences, and effecting cures as marvelous and sudden as those 
recorded in the Bible or attested by Spiritualists. I admit both class 
of facts, but they present no more claims to a spiritual origin than hun
dreds of others clearly not attributable to such a cause. The cases ot 
possession, cured by Christ, show nothing more clearly, so far as symp
toms are described, than that they were cases of epilepsy, hysteria, lunacy 
and various spasmodic affections. Thc present age, I apprehend, know 
quite as much of pathology, anatomy and physiology, as Christ and his 
apostles, and I admit, without hesitation, that my veneration for their 
medical and anatomical knowledge is much tbc same that I have for the 
knowledge of Moses and Aaron on the subjects of geology and plane
tary motion. Josephus says he saw a countryman of his casting out

through the door when it was shut ? 
vanish out of their sight at supper ? 
when Thomas thrust in his hand ■ 
through the wound of the spear at 
when Thomas saw him ? Was it his

Did that “ blood nnd bones ” body 
Had his wounds in his side healed 
If “ blood and water ” came out 

his death, had it been rc-supplied 
body of “ blood and bones ” that

parted from the disciples nnd ascended into heaven ? Or, did he ap
pear to them in a spiritual body, at supper, by thc wayside, by the sea
side, when he vanished from tbeir sight, and wbcn he appeared in their 
midst while tbc door was shut f Did his spiritual body cal the fish with
his disciples ? Do spirits eat fish • 
cended into heaven ? If so, what

Was it his spiritual body that as- 
bccamc of thc old body of “ blood

and bones ’’ ? If ho was mistaken by Mary for the gardener, ho was
clothed, of course ; men don’t work in Judea in a nude state. If he

devils and evil spirits ; he held a poisonous root, fixed to a magical ring, 
to the nose of the demoniac, and drew out the spirit through his nostrils ; 
and to show that be truly came out, he told the spirit to go into a basin 
of water set for thc purpose a foot off—which he did, and upset tbc 
basin and spilled thc water.

In my citations of wonderful cures, I gave a variety of facts, showing 
thc influence that often followed from apparently inadequate causes ; 
and tbc case of the patient affected by nux vomica has many analogous 
facts. A patient once ate the paper on which the prescription was 
written instead of getting the medicine and it acted as a cathartic ; thc 

•effect followed tbe idea in thc mind. Another patient took bread pills 
and was told that they were mercury, and salivation followed. You 
cite various cures and claim them as spiritual; I cite similar cures and 
show their cause, which completely cuts up your pretense of spirit influ
ence. That all tbe cures that have been claimed as spiritual arc thc 
result of thc action of the patient’s own mind,” is your conclusion, and 
not mine; many cases occur where the cure is the work of some other 
mind acting on the nervous and mental system of the patient. A man 
deaf and dumb for many years, while listening to the jokes and tricks 
of Grimaldi, during an uproar of laughter, broke out in a loud voice, 
“ What a d—d funny fellow !” He could, from that hour, both speak 
and hear. Thc general mirth of thc occasion excited a strong desire to 
speak; he made a great effort, and spoke. This Grimaldi became old 
and nearly lost his power to walk, but on being told his son was dead, 
rushed up a long flight of stairs with the agility of a child, and told his 
wife her child was dead. Now suppose that I set up a claim for a spir
itual origin for all such facts, and quote as an evidence of miracles that 
the “ lame walk, the deaf hear, the dumb speak ”—would it not be a 
most profound evidence that spirits existed in a future state and had 
returned here on errands of mercy. These magnetic mental cures 
among nervous persons will be indefinitely extended in thc space 
of ten years among Spiritualists, and let Mr. Beecher prove, if he will, 
that it is thc work of devils, such as Christ cast out, perhaps people will 
believe him.

With characteristic sagacity you claim that I “ have abandoned my 
position ”—“ that my course u evasive ”—and as assertions aro cheap 
I meet these with an assertion. I have not abandoned my positions, of 
evaded your facts You have not presented one scintilla of evidence 
that spirits either produce or cure disease; your bare assumption that 
certain facts indicate such a cause, is assumption only. Step by step I 
have met all your facts by parallel facts, that have confounded and dc-

was dressed, had he on real clothing, and where did he get it ? I ask 
of thc world a solution of these difficulties. Taken literally, thc various 
appearances of Christ, to his disciples and others, can not be reconciled 
or explained. They irretrievably contradict and confound each other. 
It is claimed that his old body of “ blood and bones ” arose from the 
dead, the wounds in bis side were felt and seen ; he ascended, as they 
affirm, and must have dropped his corporeal body.

There is but one solution of these various statements: The whole 
narration, with all its facts, to my mind, demonstrates the whole to have 
been a spectral illusion—a mental reflection ; for tbc appearance of this 
spirit to the disciples accords with that of every other ghost on thc 
records of history. It had on garments—ate—talked—vanished from 
sight—appeared in the room suddenly when the doors were shut, and 
exhibited all the evidences of an intangible, imaginary being.

This criticism will, I am aware, be regarded as an act of great auda
city, but truth is truth, and as an honest man I feel bound to put my 
opinions where they can be refuted if they are false. I ask no immu-
nity from criticism. I have carefully compared the above facts of 
spirit-seeing with every other on record, and the result has been that 
one of the pillars of thc world's faith and religious belief has been 
swept from my mind, viz., the resurrection of Christ. Thc Church will 
not “ favor my views ” on many points, I am sure, when they under
stand me.

As my theory sweeps away miracles, as taught, and the resurrection 
of Christ, and all the external evidences of our religion, you will ask, 
of course, on what I base my belief in a future life and of a supreme 
being ? A universal interior consciousness of a future immortality, more 
or less distinct, in all the nations of men that have ever lived. All 
men have had their religion, and it has corresponded to their capacities. 
The “ wooden tools ” of the Pagan nations, as Carlyle calls them, havo 
been of service to mankind. The Jews, God’s chosen race, bad no 
notion of a future. Christ, who subverted the Jewish worship and 
shook Paganism to its center, was a Platonist in many things. His 
pufpi/is his grand idea; his ordinances, like thc wooden tools of thc 
Pagan, have had their uses. He based his system on simple justice, 
right, lore your neighbor as yourself. It is the deepest soul principle of 
existence, and consciousness makes this so clear that ten thousand reve
lations could make it no plainer. Honesty, unalterable right, is the 
only safe course for individuals or nations. Every nation has its ele
ments of religion withinjt, and nil history proves that individuals, in 
all nations, rise up and give a new impulse to old ideas, or subvert ex
isting systems. Paganism lias its various divisions; the Jewish system 
founded by Moses, and based on sacrifices, was broken by Christ in its 
center; Fo revolutionized China, about the same time, by a similar set 
of ideas; Mahomet destroyed the “ tribe spirit ” of his people, and ren
dered them national, and overrun Europe ; Taosse, in Hindostan, about 
thc same time, introduced a new system of philosophy and changed thc 
religious aspect of bis race. Christianity has had its fashions. Thc 
grand quarrcl between Athanasius and Arius still animates thc world, 
nnd, in some sense, is represented by the two great parties—Catholic 
and Protestant. Luther struck a strong blow at Catholicism or abso- 
luteism, while protestantism is dying in its spirit under the power of 
gold, nnd he is n blind man who does not see that the Christian system 
will change forms, as it has nlrcady done, and a new life force—a new 
impetus—bo infused into men that will carry them onward and upward. 
Change has been thc history of thc world, and change It will still be.

ity, as taught. I now sec clearly that the idea 
has a foundation in Nature. Two forces, father 
and son—producing a third, or spirit—is thc 
grand law of the Universe, and finds its illustra- 
tration in sex—male and female—in sun and 
planets—centripetal nnd centrifugal. This idea, 
when symbolizod, becomes in theology the trin
ity. All analogy teaches us that these two 
forces range throughout the planetary universe ; 
and what we observe of our own planet teaches 
us that all planets arc made for thc abodes of 
rational beings, nnd all beings arc under a law 
of progress, from a lower to a higher state—and 
I infer that all planets have tbe same laws, both 
physical, mental nnd moral, thnt controls ours ; 
all have laws, religion, and science, and the 
lovo element involved in thc race will ultimate
ly control and wield thc opposing forces, till a 
rational beings iu mind and morals are con
trolled by it. This discussion is nearly closed, 
and we have differed nt every step—yet tho 
spirit of that difference lias not been marked by 
ill temper.

I regard thc race as under thc control of uni
versal laws; you seem to think that wc arc un
folded by special providences. You think the 
spirit returns or remains after death near thc 
earth; I think it finds a residence on thc rarer 
planets lying outward from our earth. I at
tribute thc force that performs these nets to the 
human mind ; you attribute them to the mind 
of spirits disembodied. You regard it as a

Hebrew Bible by one who was ignorant that Hebrew 
reads from right lo left, instead of left to right ns the 
Knglith does. And this fact of ignorance, (not the 
manner of writing.) docs perfectly and undeniably 
" account for thc confused and chaotic state of the 
text in the published extracts." It accounts for the 
fact that beginning at a period in the middle of a 
line, he gives the right hand portion instead of the 
left. Il accounts for the fact that al thc close, he 
gives thc left band portion of the line instead of tbe 
right. It accounts for the fact that he transposed a 
word from the right hand extremity of a line, to the 
left hand extremity of tbe line below. It accounts 
for the fact that he puts tho period at thc beginning of 
tho verses, and omits them at tho end. And this is all 
tho chaos and confusion there is. But Prof. B. deems 
those " insufficient reasons." He feels " a difficulty tn 
conceiving that any one who should, of set purpose, 
have undertaken to copy a portion of the Hebrew text 
from the book of Daniel, or any other book, and should 
yet have blundered so egregiously as some one has 
done in the transcription of those verses. Witb tbe 
plainprinted text before him, why'should he not have 
studied the utmost possible accuracy in the copy I” 
He did study thc utmost possible accurcy in tbe copy, 
even to tbc placing of tbe periods, on thc supposition 
that thc Hebrew reads from left to right ns tbc En
glish does. Can there be a rational doubt, therefore, 
that tbc copyist did so suppose ? And yet Prof. Bush, 
in thc Tklegr.m-h of Feb. 19th, os quoted from thc 
Shekinah, says, " I am perfectly satisfied that be 
(E. P. Fowler) never did it.” In thc Tklkgravh of 
March 12, he says, " I, for one. am satisfied that he 
(E. P. Fowler) had no conscious agency in it." It 
would be interesting to know by what laws of evi
dence Prof. B.’s mind is governed. Wm. Cart™

Pittsfield, 111., March 28,1853.

special favor for tho good of the race ; I regard 
it as a note of preparation sounded by thc laws 
of our being to mark the upward movement of 
thc human race. I think tho human mind run 
will matter ; you think none but disembodied 
minds can perform such an act. I think mind 
can commune with mind through space; you 
think spirit minds carry t .is intelligence from 
place to place. You think thc spirits of the 
departed arc scon ; I think that all such spirits 
arc our own ideas reflected before our mental 
vision as tangible objects. You think that 
spirits return and euro diseases; I think Beech
er's devils have nothing to do with such cures.

I conclude that mind will be used as a motive 
force in mechanical nnd commercial pursuits ; 
that telegraphing will bo mental, in place of 
the wires ; that when our psychological temper
ament is fully unfolded, nil nations will hear in 
thc same tongue, and lovo and sincerity will 
guide us instead of selfishness and falsehood.

Thc world thinks that spiritualism is all 
trickcry, or deviliam, and will soon disappear. 
I think it a voice from the inner life, imperfect 
as yet, but destined to supersede thc church 
and move the race toward a higher life.

To me thc discussion has been profitable and 
agreeable. I nm a better and stronger man— 
comprehend God nnd duty much better—and 
close with thc wish thnt we may both remember 
that thc great object of life is Truth. God is

FOR SALE.
Thc present proprietors having made a con

tract with thc New-York Stereotype Association 
for printing the Telegraph the ensuing year, 
the undersigned offers for sale thc type, fixtures, 
etc., of this paper. Thc present issue will show 
the condition of the type, and the fixtures, 
which were nil new one year ago, are of course 
comparatively little injured. Thc whole will 
be disposed of on very reasonable terms for 
cash. Address Charles Partridge.

PSYCHO-MAGNETIC PHYSICIANS.

DR. J R. METTLER AND LADY, have for some 
years applied Clairvoyance, and other kindred 

agents, to thc treatment of the sick,nnd will continue 
to make Clairvoyant Examinations, nnd to give such 
diagnostic and therapeutic suggestions ns nre required 
in tho successful practice of the healing art

Tunis*:—For Clairvoyant examinations including 
prescriptions, #6, if the patient bo present, and 810 
when absent. When tho person to be examined can 
not bo present, by reason of extreme illness, distance 
or other circumstances, Mr*. M. will require a lock 
of the patient's hair.

Mrs. Mettler also gives psychometrical delineation* 
of character by having a letter from the unknown 
person, which, without unfolding, is placed against 
her forehead—Terms for psychometric#! readings, $2 
each, always in advance.

Address DR. J. R. METTLER,
No. 8 College-st., Hartford, Conn.

Truth Yours truly,
B. W. RICHMOND.

CLAIRVOYANT EXAMINATION.

DR. SWAN and Madame JOHNSON, thocelebrated 
Mesmeric and Botanic Physicians, are perma

nently located nt No. 810 Madiaon-st, between Mont
gomery and Gouverneur-sts , where they can be con
sulted daily on the examination of diseases, and pre
scribe medicine for the same; and will give a correct 
account of absent friends, lost or stolen property, a»J 
all business transactions. Satisfaction guaranteed, 
or no charge

Dr. SWAN prepare*hi* own remedies, and medicine 
sent to nil parts of the country, if requested, with full 
directions. AU letters must be post-paid, in order to 
receive attention.

Take the Bast-Broadway or Grand-at. omnibus, 
atop at Gouverneur at—brings you within two Mocks 
of my residence.

Office hours from 8 to 12 and 2 to 9 1-2 P. M

M B DIC A L.

Clairvoyance applied to the discovery and cure 
of disease, by MRa. BRIGGS, under the *uptr- 

vision of MRS WM ALLEN, nt No 112 Christie-st., 
near Grand, New-York. Terms—always in advance 
—One Dollar for each examination, when the patient 
is present; those at a distance, or suable for any 
cause to attend, can be examined by sending a lock 
of their hair—in which case the -’liarge will be Three 
Dollars Address MRS. WILI1AM ALLEN,

No 112 Christie st,, New-York

CLAIRVOYANT EXAMINATIONS
4 PI’LIED lo tbe Discovery and Cure of Disease. by 
il MRS. HAYES—that good and faithful Clairvoy
ant—thc Ladle* Metical friend. Mr*. Haye* wm 
well known for many remarkable Cure*, while with 
Dr*. Brown 4 Hallock, when in Chambers-st of thia
City.

MRS. HAYES can bo oonaulted Daily, al her Office. 
No 116 Spring-aL, between Mercer and Green-ata., 
near Broadway, New-York City 40-63
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