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prinriplrs of jOoturr.
TO THE PRESS

It will be seen that We this week commence * 
deeply interesting discussion of the great ques­
tion which involve- tbe facte and origin of the 
phenomena known as Spiritual Manifestations 
•r B U' Richmond, oft thio, will defend their 
earthly origin, and S B Brittan, Editor of this 
paper, will vindicate the Spiritual theory We 
send this number of tbe Spiritual Telegraph to 
the entire newspaper press of North America, 
hoping that all editors of religious and secular 
journals will be pleiad to announce the fait to

bears, toaebes, smells and tarter, enjoy*, hopes 
and fears, and comm into actual and vivid com­
munion irilb its acenes and persons, thus de­
monstrating an inner life, independent of the 
outer life, and tbe organic apparatus of tbe 
physical body.

2. During this state of trance tbe ideal of the 
subject, or tbe impressions made upon him, are 
all-poweifil over him, be those impressions 
made, or that ideal superinduced, by the mes- 
meriser, or by some inner being, who occupy 
positive relations to him They are no sooner 
made than he actualizes and has a vivid con- 
scioasness of their reality. Thus I have led

Such, too, u premonitory impressions, prophetic 
dreaming, kc ? My own experience has often­
times been such as to render this confounding 
and intermingling of duplicate experiences real­
ly embarrassing

lief, of each spirit or angel, is externally acta- the soul's life and thought are intense and uc-
alized,and that he lives in hia own ideal heaven 
or hell, realised around him, it manifest from 
tbe fact that the somnambule sees all things 
around him as he believes them to be. By the

6. That the things of the Spiritual World law of spmpathy they come into consociation
are not under tbe laws of natural time and ith their like, or all those who have an affinity
space, but that they appear according to the with them, and their own common and special 
ideal of the percipient subject, is made plain by ideal determines their state and scene of being 
the following phenomena, exhibited in the mag- in the ideal world. How elm could it be For

sonambules, by impressions made upon them of
their readers that the' Telegraph is now presenting •, , i i" r r 6 my. ideal, through many scenes which they have
both sides of this erriting question, in a cntiral ।... . .. never externally witnessed, and they have seen
and orderly manner All papera containing . ....... i i them as fully as they lay in my memory or im-tuch notices, if forwarded to this office, will re- . . , J J< .
ceive the Telegraph in exchange throughout the ^nation, knowing not otherwise than that they 
discussion, which is expected to continue six ^“"y ^ hef^ ‘hem So I have impressed 
months The Publisher. my emotions upon them, and made them feel

For tho Spiritual Telegraph 

SOMNAMBULISM.
NO V.

S B Bhitt.in :
Dear Sir: Tbe varied phenomena disclosed 

by the magnetic trance have become sofamiliar, 
that their vast significance and deep import are 
lost sight of Few persons seem aware of 
wbat they undeniably prove. Let us state 
some of the laws and facts which are demon­
stratively attested by them, and then remark 
upon them :

1. They attest the inner life or being of man 
—an inner consciousness independent of the 
outer existence.

2. They attest tbe ideal or spiritual world to 
be the actual and real world, and supreme over 
the natural or physical world.

3. They attest the sensational perceptions of 
the spirit, and that sense belongs to the spirit.

4. They attest that ever, during sleep, we 
live an inner conscious life—an active, living 
and doing life—wherein we suffer and enjoy, 
hope and fear more poignantly than we do in 
our waking or outer life.

5. They attest that when we again arouse to 
outer life, we ordinarily lose the memory of 
that inner life—catching but glimpses of it, dim 
and confused, which we call dreams.

6. They attest that the things of the spirit­
ual world are not under the laws of natural 
times and spaces, but that they appear accord­
ing to tbe ideal of tbe percipient subject.

7. They attest that the ideal, impression, or 
belief, of each spirit or angel, is externally ac­
tualized, and that he lives in bis own ideal 
heaven or hell, actualized around him.

They attest many more laws of man’s nature, 
hitherto unknown, which I might enumerate— 
but it would occupy to much time and take up 
too much space. We will remark upon the 
above, seriatum; but we mast remember, as we 
go along, that each phenomenon proves a law of 
our being which is immutable and eternal.

1. During the deep magnetic trance, the 
sleeper’s limbs are cold, rigid and corpse-like, 
and wholly insensible to any external sensation; 
they can be cut, pricked, or burnt, without any 
pain, and indeed without tbe knowledge of it, 
and frequently the severest surgical operations 
have been performed during the trance, with­
out tbe slightest feeling of pain -, bis hearing is 
entirely closed, and the loudest thunder is un­
heard ; his sense of smell is wholly obliterated, 
and thc strongest spirits of ammonia has no effect 
upon it, and his sense of sight is insensible to 
the stimulus of the strongest light. During this 
complete paralysis of tbe body and closing up 
of ita external senses, tbe spirit or soul is in­
tensely occupied with tbe things and object# of 
an inner or supermundane life, in which it sees,

netic trance. First, as regards space. Dis- ‘heir ideal is all they have for their heaven, 
lance and size are according to the ideal of tbe which is in them Put an Indian into tbe mag- 
subject of the trance. If the sleeper thinks, or netic trance, and leave him to bis awn impres- 
is told that a certain place is one mile distant, sions and belief, and will he not realize around

joy or sorrow, reverence or contempt, they real­
izing the emotions as thoroughly as ever they 
felt them in outer life.

3. During this paralysis of the body, and ob­
livion of outer sense, they see, hear, touch, taste 
and smell in obedience to their ideal, or their 
impressions. If you in imagination offer them 

। an orange, and tell them to eat it, they will re- 
ceive it from your imaginary or ideal hand, 
though incapable of moving a muscle or limb, 
and they will eat and enjoy it, betraying no 
movement of their rigid muscles save, perhaps, 
an almost imperceptible motion of the lips and 
attempt to swallow. I have had them struggle 
(mentally) to lift a weight, when the only per­
ceptible physical effort was a slight contraction 
of the brows, and yet they put forth ideally all 
their strength ’ So they see delightful scenes, 
and hear soul-ravishing harmonies ; they taste 
the different fruits, and smell the different 
odors. All this abundantly attests that sensa­
tion is of the spirit, and not of the physical 
body.

4. The magnetic sleep, or trance, is anala- 
gous to ordinary sleep. The former discloses 
all the visible phenomena of the latter, while it 
at the same time attests, not a state of mental 
coma, but a state of spiritual or ideal life—a 
life in which the spirit is active—doing, think­
ing, and enjoying, and undergoing or passing 
through a human life and experience. (Vide 
next No.)

5. It is a familiar fact, with every watchful 
experimentor in the branch of pscycbological 
learning, that when a subject is aroused from a 
deep magnetic sleep, a profound oblivion of his 
inner experience forthwith ensues. He has not 
the faintest trace in his outer or natural mem­
ory and consciousness of any of the scenes he 
has witnessed, or the harmonies he has heard, 
&c., while sojourning there—all is an utter 
blank. I have frequently bad sonambules ex­
perience the most rapturous delight, or elabo­
rate sorrow—witness scenes and beauties far 
beyond tbe power of their normal imaginations 
to portray, and live a varied and extended life 
during thc course of an evening, and when 
aroused, be wholly unable to recall a single 
trace of either ! Must it not, therefore, be, 
that man lives a double life—that he has a 
double consciousness, an inner and an outer 
one ? A memory and experience which his 
life, during sleep, is the subject of, and a mem­
ory and experience which his waking life is tbe 
subject of ? And does not this law of man’s 
being explain many, otherwise inexplicable, en­
igmas of bis life 5 Such, for instance, as often 
witnessing and experiencing scenes and circum­
stances which he has a dim and confused recol­
lection of passing through aforetime, the proto­
types of which have gone before in his inner life ?

tive, or merely strong and weighty Thus God 
create* the world of nature, while man projects 
the world of art. Tbe one makes substance, 
or what to a I is substance, and all organic 
forms ; while the other moldi substance merely, 
which is already made, into such ideal firms aa 
his capacity enables him to project

But may not tbe Ideal become the Real ? I 
think not, in any essential sense; because man 

, creates no entity—he makes no substance He 
. is the author of thought, indeed; but thought

is not substance ' He puts forth an activity, 
I and exercises volition ; but neither of these are

and to go to it, he will go that mile, and it will him his spiritual forests, hunting grounds, and entities. The. soul itself, which is God’s work, 
appear so far to him. If he is told or thinks wigwams? Will not tbe somnambulic Mahom- is the only entity in this case; and thought,
tbat it is ten miles distant, it will so appear, edan see around him the homes and bonds of action, and volition are mere results of its crea- 
and he will go those ten miles. Distances, in the blest1 I once visited a lately “ converted ” five power. The soul’s creations, therefore, 
this inner life, being ideal, and the ideal being Methodist girl who, in the rapture of religious are merely ideal, and can never become real.

But man makes a house, you say Heactualized, they appear so far or near in corre- devotion, had thrown herself into a trance, when 
.. .  But when speaking she saw tbe “Judgment day,” and the “ books makes an engine, a picture, or a statue What 

of natural spaces, we can not, however, say of opened,” and many of the glorified ones of her ” a house, engine, picture, or a statue ? Is is
1 X 1 S’. __ .A   —  1 ' I. A - -1  ! - A x. X. a MX. A Wk# w VWk A A /

spondence with that ideal.

those inner or ideal spaces, places, or distances,
that they are either here or there, because they 
are not conditioned by its laws, but appear so 
far, or so near, in correspondence with tbe 
thought of tbe percipient subject So if tbe 
magnectic sleeper thinks, or is told, that a cer­
tain building is five stories high, one hundred feet 
long, and three hundred feet deep, and of a

sect walking in light and wearing “ starry granite, wood, iron, canvas, paint, or marble ? 
crowns,” and many “ backsliders” and “hypo- And if these, my answer is, God made them ;
crits” cast into the “lake of fire and brim- and they therefore, are not ideal. So far as 
stone,” Sic ! You may call all this sympathy,1 they are concerned then, tbe ideal does not be- 
and sympathetic clairvoyance ; that don’t ex- come the real. But is tbe substance of which 
plain but confirms them. Each of those pbe- the thing is made, the thing itself' I build a
nomena proves a law of human life, and sym- “ castle in th^air,” and then incarnate it iu 
pathy is a law of nature, of spirit, of humanity, wood and stone. I project an engine, from my

certain design, be will see it so, and can go and of the universe and of God. Yours, kc , 
measure its dimensions and study its design ;
and if he thinks or is told that it is only one 
story high, twenty feet wide, and fifty deep, it 
will eo appear to him, and he can measure it, 
enter and walk through it, &c. But those 
buildings have not natural or material dimen­
sions, like tbe houses in which we now live, nor 
are they under tbe laws of natural space ; but, 
like the houses seen in our dreams, are ideal, 
or spiritual, and appear in exact correspondence 
with the thoughtsof tbe percipient agent. Now, 
as to time. From a vast number of inductive 
experiments, made upon a great variety of som- 
nambules, I am able to state that time, in the 
inner life, is long or short according to the 
thought of, or impression made upon, the sleep­
er. They can be made to live days, and even 
weeks, in a few moments. It appears wholly 
according to their ideal. If the sleeper is told 
to go to the above mentioned place, a mile dis­
tant, in a minute, he goes in the appointed 
time ; if be is told to go it in one week, he 
lingers along at a snail’s pace, and consumes 
(apparently to him) a week in getting there! 
He can be made, by bis thus actualizing bis 
ideal, to live through an entire year—spring, 
summer, autumn and winter—will see the flow­
ers bloom in the spring, fruits grow in the sum­
mer, ripen in thc autumn,and tbe trees covered 
with snow in the winter—all iu a single even­
ing, or a single hour ! The spring and summer 
he enjoys, however, are not tbe springs and 
summers of earth, but the ideal springs and 
summers, or tbe springs and summers of tbe 
(his) spiritual world, as the place and bouse he 
is told to visit a mile distant are not on and of 
the earth, but in bis ideal, or the ideal of bis 
magnetizer. I might confirm both those predi­
cates by copious and unequivocal examples, but 
my object in these papers is to say as much as 
I can in as short a compass as I can. Experi­
ment for yourselves, and you will find them true. 
Natural spaces and times are but ideal or spirit­
ual spaces and times incarnated—are but the 
representatives or correspondences of their 
thought ; and, when analyized, they are found 
to have no base but the ideal, and in their final 
analysis, exist only in God, in whom is tbe ideal 
of all times and spaces •

7. That the phenomena of the magnetic 
trance attests that the ideal, impression, or bu-

W. S Courtney. 
Pittsburg, Sept. 11,1852

THE REAL, AND THE IDEAL: 
o*

WHAT AND WHERE B THE SMBnVAI. WORLD’
NUMBER ONE.

The Real and the Ideal are two distinct ele­
ments of tbe Universe; and yet there is a unity 
about them, which forbids all antagonism. Aud 
this unity, furthermore, is not such as con-
founds what God creates with wbat the soul
creates. God makes the real, or what lo us is 
real, because he makes what represents him-
self; and that is what we 
including man, of course.

«oul—all seemingly alive, and ready for its 
race. And new, as living offspring of my soul, 
it seeks, like me, a body ; and lives in brass and 
wood and iron—a thing of use to men. I put 
my soul on canvas, or in marble, and each is 
my creation to the life. But have I made a 
thing, a substance, or an entity ? Nay, these 
are all ideals, imprisoned, if you please, but not 
real, because they are no substance, though 
they are in substance for tbe time.

What man makes, therefore, is but an imita- 
[ tion of that which is—a reflection, simply, of 
i the real. And only when tbe shadow shall be- 
. come the substance—when the mirrored image

turn, projects its own images, in attempted imi-

call tbe Universe— becomes the thing reflected—or, when nature 
And the soul, in its becomes God Himself, will the Ideal become 

• ' i. the Real
talion of the real, or of wbat is, in an ever- 
vaiying and evanescent imagination.

Both God and man, are each, in their way, 
the authors of their own world ; and one is real 
while the other is ideal. The world of nature, 
(in its highest definition) is a permanent world, 
though ever changing its moat external form. 
This change, however, does not consist in any 
essential organic difference, or variation of prin­
ciple, of law, or of essence ; but in refinement 
of substance, and a higher expression of order 
and of beauty, in tbe ever-ascending series of 
the outward, to tbe more inward transforma­
tions. It is not so, however, with that world, 
which tbe soul is evermore projecting from it­
self. In this case tbe creations become mere 
ideal ones, which as swiftly elude our gaze, as 
our ever changing moods put the soul en rap­
port with some new phase of the real for an­
other imitation.

What God creates therefore, is real and last­
ing ; while wbat man makes is merely ideal and 
fleeting. The former is either a spiritual, mate­
rial, or compound entity, or substance in organic 
form, or expression—as a globe, a diamond, a 
tree, a man, an angel, or a spiritual world— 
with all their essential scenery—as forests, land­
scapes, rivers, atmosphere and light; while the 
latter is merely a reaching forth of the imagi­
nation—not in Deific originallity, making enti­
ty, being substance ; but putting forth its feelers 
to ascertain what w, and to gether up ita high­
est sensations into such ideal forms of beauty as 
its best condition shall mirror forth to its own 
clear vision, in rapid or in slow succession, as

If, now, we apply this philosophy to the 
question—“ What, and where is the Spiritual 
World,” we shall find, I think, that it is bath 
real and ideal—that is, both somewhere and no­
where 1 This latter statement, more than the 
former, may, perhaps, seem a paradox to some; 
but, on careful reflection, I think it will be seen 
to be a truthful and consistent observation. 
But I will reserve this part of the subject for
another paper. S. C. Hewitt.

Cambridgeport, Sept 14, 1*152

t^ The Buffalo Commercial relates a cu­
rious fact in natural history lately developed at 
the American Hotel, in that city. A family 
having rooms in that hotel, lately left town for 
a few weeks. On their return they found that 
a mouse was in the habit of constantly visiting 
the cage of a canary bird which bad remained 
in the room during their absence, haring taken 
the opportunity of forming the acquaintance 
during the unusual stillness of the room. To 
the surprise of the family it was found that the 
mouse had been taking lessons in singing of its 
musical friend, and would constantly give forth 
notes in exact imitation of the canary’s tone, 
but low and sweet The little creature now 
visits the cage nightly, eats of the seed, and en­
deavors by its singing to excite the attention 
and call forth the notes of the bird

®u>* On a casual view of the world it appears 
as if there were a great many souls originally 
made, and destined for human bodies, but that, 
in the distribution of them, some got three or 
four and some none at all.
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8 B BRITTAN. EDITOR

“ L«t •wry man be fully p*nu*W in hi* own mind " 

NEW-YOKK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER a, K^ 

RICHMOND AND BRITTANS DISCUSSION
REPLY TO HR B W RICHMOND

MMBFR M«t
Thar Sir.—In the disetMaion ofthe question before nn, I deem it iiu 

portant to devote our time and attention to such phenomena, only, a- 
the rational believer* in Spiritualism are accustomed to adduce iu support 
of their theory. Facta that are not chimed by intelligent, discriminat­
ing and Well balanced minda, aa illustrative of the intercommunication 
be tween the Physical and Spiritual W orlds, should be disregarded a- 
sustaining at most but a remote and doubtful relation to the subject. I 
must be allowed to remark that, a strict application of this rule would 
prompt the rejection of a large part of your first letter on account of its 
irrelevancy. I desire to confine myself to the propositions mutually ac­
cepted as the basis of this correspondence, and I am unwilling to 
proceed with that timid circumspection which holds itself at a great dis­
tance from the theme it proposes to discuss. On the contrary, I wish 
to establish and preserve tbe most intimate relations with the question, 
and trust you will not deem me uueourteous ii I leave tho current ot 
your observations where they diverge from the subject.

Two or three remarks in your introduction require a passing notice. 
You assume that the Manifestations as exhibited in the Rapping* and 
Writings, are properly referable to an “abnormal magnetic state ’ of 
the medium Accordingly, it devolves on you to define Me peculiar ab- 
tu>rmal condition on which you presume such phenomena to depend 
Moreover, you are further bound to show the relation which the ac­
knowledged facts sustain to their alleged causes. I ntil this is done I 
have nothing but the naked assumption before me, and may therefore 
spare myself the labor of an argument.

Again, I think it must be obvious to every careful observer that the 
whole history of the spiritual movement affords little or nothing to war­
rant the following statements, which I find in your introduction :

•• Every person who has heretofore observed, or now witnesses, any of its mul­
tiplied singularities, does so under the impression, more or less distinct, that it 
is the work of spirits ”. . . *' The whole subject has been studied on the theory 
that it was spirits."

How can this be made to harmonize with your own declaration— 
“ The press, generally, has scouted it as a cheat ”—which I find in the 
same connection ■ Is not the sentiment of the press a fair index to the 
state of the public mind ? And how do the foregoing statements accord 
with the fails I Who doep not absolutely know that thousands have ap­
proached the subject with no ueh impression on their minds, but with 
the settled conviction that the whole was founded in imposture and de­
lusion ? If “ every person,” who Las observed these “ multiplied sing­
ularities, has been influenced by a preimpression, more or less distinct, 
that they are “ the work of departed spirits,” to what source shall we 
trace the almost numberless hypotheses, which like a new order of soft 
plants—a sort of intellectual fungi—have started up in all directions, 
living, but for a brief hour, to illustrate the ignorance wherein they ger­
mmate, and the presumptuous vanity which ministers to their growth I 
Is it true that even a majority of the people have exhibited this predis­
position of mind And has the whole subject been studied, hitherto, 
on the theory that it was spirits ? Did Dr. Lee, of Buffalo, and his as­
sociates, pursue the investigation and elaborate that “ scientific report,” 
(?) with minds thus preoccupied. Did the “ impression,” of which you 
speak, prompt Mr. Burr’s expose or determine tbe conclusion of Dr. 
Taylor and the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal ? Has it moved 
“ tbe press, generally, to scout it as a cheat ?” What had it to do with 
“Detached I italized Electricity ” ? with the Falling of Water ' with An­
imal Magnetism : Somnambulism ? Ventriloquism ? Positive and Nega­
tive Conditions ? tho Will Power ? Jugglery? or any of the ephemeral 
creations of popular skepticism ? Literally nothing at all; and the 
minds of men instead of being originally inclined to a belief in the spirit­
ual theory, were strongly inclined in the opposite direction, and have only 
been driven to accept the spiritual idea when facts have multiplied around 
them which, iu their judgment, could only be referred to earthly 
causes by

•‘------ a base 
Abandonment of Reason ”

I will now proceed to consider the origin of the Mystical Writings, 
said to be the work of Spirits, with special reference to your objections to 
the claims of the Autographies! Manuscript, executed on tbe night of 
Dec., 23d, 1851. As this is deemed the most reliable instance of direct 
Spiritual agency, to which you have thought proper to refer me in your 
first communication, I need offer no apology for making it the principal 
theme of this letter. The following passage sufficiently indicates the na­
ture of your premises, and the rapid and convenient process by which 
you arrive at the conclusion that Spirits had nothing to .do with writing 
the names on the parchment:

*' If we are to fall back on the impression left on the public mind, that the 
spirits did not use the hand of the medium—you will find it difficult, I think, to 
convince sane men, that spirits wrote that parchment; as. in that case, you will 
at once be obliged to admit, that they all had a subsultus tendinum. ... In 
discussing this point, I shall assume that it is all the work of tbe medium, con­
scious or unconscious—I care not which—spirits bad nothing to do with it, and 
the whole is the result of the imitative mechanic power of the medium, brought 
out by the abnormal magnetic state, which exists while he is writing.”

It is, indeed, very easy to “assume ” that, but the assumption amounts 
to nothing because it is in opposition to the fads. Uunbelief may repeat 
the words with a thousand tongues, but the Facts, with their provoking 
invincibility, shall remain, unmoved

" By this abundance of superfluous breath.”
Your attention is now respectfully invited to the evidence deemed ne­

cessary to authenticate the writings referred to, and, without further pre­
liminaries, I here submit the following communication from Mr. Fowler :

STATEMENT OF THE MEDIUM.

8. B Brittan : Dear Sir.' I have been solicited by a mutual friend to send 
you a concise statement of my experience, as connected with some mysterious 
writings which have occurred io my room, a facsimile ofoneofwhich appeared in 
number nine of the Spiritual Telegraph. I comply witB tbe request, though 
in conti ariety to my inclinations, which would prompt me to shrink from any 
publicity.

The original paper containing the autographs I found upon my table, about 
three o'clock one afternoon, on my return from business ; the paper used being a 
sheet of drawiug-paper. which was incidentally left on my table, and which I am 
sure was blank when I left niy room in the forenoon The succeeding autograph­
ical manuscript, a representation of which **• published, was executed in my 
room, on a piece of parchment, left on my table, by direction of the spirits, for 
that purpose. This was written on during tbe night, while I was in my room 
asleep I would add that, many of the signatures on the parchment, were entire­
ly strange to me, having never seen them before.

I hove also had several specimens of various oriental languages, written in my

I room, un papvr which 1 could identify as my own, though the languages were 
unknown to nro Thwre have been written on, both when 1 have been in my room, 
and when I have been absent. Several of the languages referrv-t to, I had never 
•een prior to my acquaintance with them through these mystical manuscripts, 
and of course did not know what they were, until 1 had submitted them to a 
linguist, who read them with facility

Tbe first one which I received was. as I am informed through the kindness of 
I'ruf Bush, a quotation from the Old Testament, written in Hebrew. Theeiecu- 
tion of this occurred about three o’clock in the afternoon, soon after I had re­
turned from my business I was alone in my room. when, through the sounds 
which then occurred in my presence. I was requested to leave the room for the 
space of five minutes, during which interval they —“ the spirits"—promised an 
attempt Io write. I obeyed their request, and went into a room below, where 
sat my sister I told her what had transpired, and al the expiration of the five 
minutes, we both ascended to my room Instead of finding, as we had conjee- 

• lured we should, some directions, written in English, we discovered this Hebrew 
| quotation, the ink on the paper being still unabsorbed, although after experi­

ments proved that tbe ink of a hand, heavier than that iu which the Hebrew was 
written, would, on the same kind of paper, invariably dry in from two to three 
minutes’ lime

That those writings have not been Imposed upon me. I know, because I have 
•ern tome uf thrhi written. I have seen them written in the day time, us well 
as in tho night; and that I was in no *' abnormal magnetic state," I infer from 
the fact that my consciousness of the circumstances of outward life remained un­
impaired The ringing of the fire-bells, moving of engines, the tolling of tho 
bells at tho ferry, tho paddling of the boat's wheels, and various other noises 
common to tho City, were no less distinctly heard than at other times.

That these writings were not perpetrated by myself, 1 have many strong proofs. 
First : I had never seen any speciufens of the languages in which most of tho 
manuscripts were written, and even to the present date, I have seen no other 
specimens of one or two of the language's used. Second : That power which has 
communicated to us iu our Circle, through tho rappings and lifting of tables, 
professes to have performed this writing also.

That these rappings and liftings are not the results of an “ abnormal magnetic 
state,” I have reason to suppose from tho fact that, manifestations have been 
made in our Circle, in the light, palpable to the various senses of alt present, 
which, by far, surpassed, in point of power, tbe capability of any one in the 
Circle But if this, too, with all the rest, is but a fancy, a dream, then is my 
whole life but a dream—a very real dream—and not altogether poetical in its 
course.

Had I limo and disposition, I might relate facts sufficient to fill a volume, in 
relation to this mutter, the majority of which would favor none other than tho 
Spiritual theory; but us 1 nm no literary character, I will here leave the matter 
to the numerous others who aro, und whose facts urc doubtless us much to the 
point as my own. Yours truly, E. 1*. Fowler.

New-Yoh a, August, 1352

To the foregoing I beg leave to add the subjoined statement of facts, 
which has been prepared by Mr. Charles Partridge, chiefly from the min­
utes of the New-York Circle.*

STATEMENT CONCERNING THE MANUSCRIPTS, ETC.

The authenticity of tho Spirit-writings which have boon given to this Circle, 
through Edward 1* Fowler us medium, having been called in question by Dr. 
Richmond, the undersigned beg leave to state that, they have been in the habit 
of attending circles with Mr Fowler, for the investigation of Spiritual phenom­
ena, for the last two years, generally once, and sometimes twice, in a week. 
During these sessions a great variety of demonstrations of spiritual presence and 
power have occurred, and numerous communications have been given, some of 
which may be thus briefly stated :

Persons at the circle have been unexpectedly turned round with the chairs in 
which they were sitting, and moved to and from the table ; chairs and sofas have 
suddenly started, from their positions against the wall, and moved forward to the 
center ofthe room, when they were required in the formation of tbe circle ; tbe 
persons in tbe circle have each successively lifted his own side of the table, and 
the invisible power has raised the opposite side correspondingly ; occasionally the 
spirits have raised the table entirely, and sustained it in air, at adistance of from 
one to three feet from the floor, so that all could satisfy themselves that no per­
son in the flesh was touching it; lights of various colors have been produced in 
dark rooms; tbe table has often been rocked with great violence, and suddenly— 
and unexpectedly to the whole company—it has been instantly arrested and held 
firm and immovable, with the upper surface inclined to an angle of some forty-five 
degrees, when the lamp, pencils and other objects on the table, would slide or roll to 
the very edge, and there remain fixed as if riveted to tbe table; a man has been 
suspended in, and conveyed through, tbe air, in all a distance of fifty feet or 
more f Tbe communications have been given in various ways, but chiefly in writ­
ings and by tbe rappings, after the ordinary alphabetical mode.

To establish the authenticity of tbe Spirit-writings through Mr. Fowler, the fol­
lowing specific statements seem to be required : At the close of the session, held 
on the 17th of November, 1851, tbe spirits—through the alphabet, and in their 
usual manner—said, “ We wish to give you a sentence for you to find out and 
remember," when the following was communicated : “ Debemos amar a todo el 
mundu, aun a nuestros enemigos.” No person present on that occasion understood 
a word of this language, but we were subsequently informed that it was Spanish.

At tbe sitting on the 24th of November, 1861, thespirits commenced with their 
signal for the alphabet, and tbe following message was communicated to the 
Circle:

“ My dear friends—I am happy to announce to you that the project which has 
engaged our attention for some years has at last been in part accomplished.

I am, Benjamin Franklin."
Question. Do you refer to what took place with Edward in the nights of Fri­

day and Saturday last ?
■Answer. “ Yes."
Question. Was tbe writing in Hebrew—executed in Edward's presence— 

chosen by the spirits as significant of a new Spiritual Era ?
Tho Spirit. “ Partially.”
Here the colloquy was interrupted, and the spirits charged the medium as fol­

lows—the alphabetical mode of communication being preserved,—" Edward, I 
wish you to get a book and note down very particularly what you have witnessed 
and will yet see ”

By Mr. Partridge. If I had been in the room could I have seen what Edward 
saw ?

The Spirit. “ Your sphere would not have admitted us to present ourselves, 
even to Edward.”

By some one—“ Who was the small man that Edward saw in bis room .’”
Spirit—“ The small man was Hahnemann.”
[The occurrence here referred to was the visible appearance of Spirits as men 

in Edward's sleeping-room, during the nights of Friday and Saturday. On the 
last mentioned night, a spirit wrote in Hebrew as follows—(Daniel xii. 12, 18) :

6 3?- ^TV b'?^5 WW 
b^u/Olrt w^T^? ^^ nSt C^i ’P'fcQTT] trpl 
cfW B'S boaTy^ nnb? 1^^ npn r^ ’♦ 
b7r^/ ^l ^^ CT h^^ W8 J

•Tbe N»w Yoke ClxcU was organised on tbs first ot August, 1841, tor ths purpots ot making 
careful observations concerning moJ. ru Spiritual phenomena The Circle was composed of tho 
following named persons : Judge Gray. Edward V Fowler, Miss a. L Fowler, Dr. Gray, and lady. 
Dr Hull Mr and Mrs Charles Partridge, Dr. Warner, Ur. Hallock, and lady, W. J. Baner, and 
lady and Robert T. Shannon, who have been accustomed to hold frequent meetings up to the 
present (line. It will not of course bo Interred that all of these parties have been present at every 
meeting of the Circle, or that they have. In ell cases, witnessed precisely tho same phenomena’ 
Il should bo observed, however, that Judge Edmonds, Prof. George Bush, 8. B. Brittan, Almond 
Kott Samuel Fowler, D. Mlnthoon, and others, have, on aeraal occasions, participated by in 
vltation.

f On occasion of one of the more remarkable exhibitions of power, here mentioned, Mr Hen­
ry Gordon was in tbe Circle, and doubtless contributed essentially, by his presence, to the 
visible displays of what we aro accustomed to term physical force. a. a. a.

piness and peace—ri 
some would have the 
world believe—are made

3. The same agency has, on numerous occasions and in presence °f instrumental in perform- 
many witnesses, asserted its claim to the authorship of the written com- jug a 8yent anJ 
munications and autographs now under consideration. ministry in a thousand

far See second column of nest page ~*& homes, that have been
• Thu manuscript here referral to U the one afterward executed In cerography, and published iu gladdened by the PFO 

the SHRnvat TauwRArauf July 3d ® J "
t The spirits, through Mr Fowler, have giyen numerous communication! iu many languages, I 0006 of angelic visitors 

some of which arc already published in the lir»t volume ofthe Shixinah, and others will continue I m » it j * 
to appear in that work. < a. a allowed CO 5CW

To Correspondents.
Wo hope our valuable 

Correspondents will not be 
led to apprehend, from the 
space wo occupy this week, 
thnt they arc crowded out

On Thursday evening. December llth, 1851, while specimens of writing in 
Hebrew and S-in-crit—executed by spirit* in Edward * room a day or two pre­
vious—were under examination, the aigual for the alphabet was given and the 
following communication spelled :

•• Edward, put that paper on your table, and we will write a sentiment nnd 
subscribe our names; then you may sign it too

A paper was accordingly placed on tbe table, nnd, on the fidlowing day, in 
the absence of Mr Fowler, the words. “ Peait-. air not without Freedom " 
were written on the paper, together with nearly all the autographs which 
were subsequently executed on parchment — an engraved far simile uf which wns 
published iu No. 9 of the Spiritual Tclkcrath.

Subsequently on two separate occasions, vis., on the 18th and 224 of Decem­
ber, remarks were made relative to the paper, nnd tho signing of it by those of 
the circle who concurred in the sentiment it wns supposed to touch. Some hnd 
signed it already, but irregularly, nnd in such a manner ns to leave no room to 
record its history, which was regretted by nil. At length tho spirits said : 
“Burn that and wk will make another." This direction wns obeyed; 
the paper wns destroyed, and two sheets of parchment were procured nnd placed 
in n roll on Edward’s table, and during the night of Dec 28d, 1861, the some 
sentiment. •• Peace, but not without freedom," wns again written nnd fifty-six 
autographs attached, including nil, or nearly all, the mimes on tho first paper 
with govern! others.*

At the next meeting, which occurred on the 26th of December, tho sentiment 
mid signatures being under consideration, the question aroso ns to what wns pro­
per to bo written ns tbe history of tlio manuscript, when the following message 
wns received from the spirits: •• Now ngreo upon whut should bo written on the 
parchment." The spirits thou directed Dr. Gray, Dr Hull, Mr. Baner mid Mr. 
Partridge, to retire to another room mid determine ns to whut should be writ-

of our columns. Hereafter, 
wc shall endeavor to confine 
ourself to nbout one half 
tbe limits of the present 
letter, nnd Dr. Richmond's 
letters, wo expect, will not 
exceed two wide columns 
Tho authenticity of thcSpir- 
it -writings, being seriously 
disputed, we have deemed 
it important to present the 
evidence, bearing on the 
question of their origin, in 
this connection, thnt we 
may have no occasion tore- 
for to the subject again, in 
tho present discussion.

We must claim the indul­
gence of ninny persons who 
have forwarded articles for 
publication; wc shall do 
the best we can to give all a 
hearing

ten on the parchment. Dr. Hull was then designated us tho ono to execute 
the writing, which wns done accordingly. It was then naked if the signatures 
were in each case executed by tho will of each spirit whose name appears, or
done by ono operator for the whole? Answer: “ Each for himself; by the aid 
of the buttery.”

During the session on the tilth of January, 1852, tho spirits signified their de­
sire to make a communication in Hebrew Mr Partridge asked who should cull 
the alphabet, und received for answer, “ The only one present who understands 
if—Giohue Bush." Professor Bush thereupon proceeded to repeat the Hebrew 
alphabet, und a communication in that language was received f

Many additional facts might be given, to show that Spirits communicate in va­
rious languages through E. P. Fowler, but the above will suffice for the purposes 
of this statement. We cun not allow the present occasion to puss without nn ex­
pression of the entire confidence and unqualified esteem with which Mr. Fowler 
is regarded by the members of the New-York Circle, and by those who know him 
generally. We have bad an intimate personal acquaintance with him for two 
years past—some of us for a much longer period—and we have only known him 
as a high-minded and honorable young man. From the beginning he has steadi­
ly refused to accept the slightest compensation for his time and services while
employed in the capacity of medium. And we deem it but nn act of simple jus­
tice to Mr. F. to record tbe tact, that, on all occasions wc have found him entire­
ly unassuming in his deportment and eminently truthful in his life

R. T Hallock. M D., A. G. Hull, M D., John F. Gray, M. D , 
L T Warner, M.D , W. J. Baner, Samuel T. Fowler,
Almira L. Fowler, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Partridge.
A brief analysis of the testimony, already presented, will be necessary 

in concluding this part of my subject ; but I must first correct an error, 
into which you have involuntarily fallen, and answer an objection that, 
in your mind, assumes an unreal importance. In speaking of the auto- 
graphs you are pleased to remark that, “ The first copy was made during 
the sitting of the Circle, through the hand of a medium ; the spirits not 
liking this told him to burn it,” &c. Now this is altogether a mistake, 
since neither tbe first nor second copy was made at the sitting ofthe Circle; 
nor has any such statement ever been made or sanctioned, by any one ac­
quainted with the facts in the case. Moreover, the spirits made no sort 
of objection to the manner in which their own names were executed in 
the original manuscript, nor did they start any objection. It was tbe

To Our Readers.—Will 
you call the attention of 
your friend to the Tele­
graph. If opposed to your 
spiritual views, he may like 
the paper, now that both 
sides of the subject have a 
fair and equal hearing

Please request the editors 
of papers where you reside 
to announce the discussion.

Correspondence.
We are constantly re­

ceiving private letters 
which contain many in-

irregular manner in which it was subsequently signed by the members of 
the circle—precluding the possibility of recording its history—that fur­
nished the occasion of complaint from the members of the circle them­
selves.

But you are led to infer, from the rough appearance of the names, 
that if they were really written by spirits, the authors of this work must 
all have had the palsy except Stephen Hopkins, whom you presume to 
have recovered the free use of his nerves. Your diagnosis is as curious 
as it is unreliable. This peculiarity which seems to furnish the whole 
ground of your objection to the spiritual origin of the work, is not refer­
able to the palsy but to the parchment, the surface of which was imper-

teresting facts, and much 
general intelligence,con­
cerning the interests of 
the great Spiritual move­
ment. Let no one say 
that we take unwarrant­
able liberties with the 
communications of pri­
vate correspondents. If 
they contain any thing 
‘too good to keep,’ we 
shall let it go, unless re­
strained by particular 
request, or self-evident 
reasons. We make a 
few brief extracts in this 
connection.

An earnest friend, Mr. 
B .Sheley,of Jamestown, 
Ohio, writes us as fol­
lows .•
“ I have not read anything 

for a great number of years 
that so much interested me 
as the Spiritual Tele­
graph. When the hour ar­
rives, that I can go to the 
Post-Office and there find 
this invaluable treasure, I

fect, causing the ink to spread, while in a number of places a small fiber am so eager to enjoy its 
evidently adhered to the point of the pen, blotting several of the letters, contents that I can scarcely 
Where the lines are heavy, the ink spread more, and unequally ; the | ”'ut 8 moment for “I 
name of Stephen Hopkins, being written in hair lines, does not exhibit Often, on returning 

the same roughness. So the writings executed on paper, by the same the fielJ ( Wll)k 8 mi|e Rnj 
process, do not present the same appearance, for proof of which I n haif to the office for my 
desire you to examine the specimens in several different languages, pub- paper, and then, instead of
lished in the first volume of the Shekinah, page 302. Thus the “ sub- rearing to bed, I sit up un-

til a late hour to peruse it. 
| It affords me a pleasure, a 
joy, unknown before. A 
pleasing sensation pervades 
my whole being; it revives 
my wearied frame; it ani­
mates my soul; and its dis­
closures fill me, at times, 
with awe. What, I ask. 
can tend more effectually 
to lift up the drooping bead 
and heart ? It assures me 
that my immortal friends, 
and dearest relatives, ar* 

| with me—that they ar* 
here. Solemn thought!

■* I would not do without 
your paper if I bad to pay 
five dollars for it, and 
if the good Lord spares my 
life I shall renew my sub- 

I scription. I am determined 
to persevere, and that others 
may engage in the in Testi-

I gation is my prayer.
B. 3“

It affords us unspeak­
able joy to know that 
our humble efforts—in­
stead of overthrowing 
the exalted faculty of 
Reason, and blighting 
the fairest fields of hap-

sultus tendinum ” at once resolves itself into the inequalities of the 
parchment—and the abruptness of Dr. Richmond’s conclusions.

Let us now briefly analyze the evidence before us.
1. It appears from Mr. Fowler’s statement that, the writings consist 

of communications in various languages to him unknown, and of which 
he had never before so much as seen a single specimen, written or 
printed. The names, alleged to have been written by Spirits, are found 
on examination to be fac similes of their autographs while living, and a 
part of them were new and strange to the medium ; and it can bo fur­
ther shown that, in several instances, the fact of the existence of such 
persons, in this world or any other, was wholly unknown to Mr. Fowler.

2. That these writings have not been forged and clandestinely con­
veyed to Edward’s apartment, by some mischievous person in the flesh, 
is evidenced from the fact that, a portion of them have been executed 
in his presence, and in broad day-light; and also by the repeated com­
munications of the spirits through other media, and by a variety of modes, 
to the effect that they are, themselves, the authors of these writings.

3. That Edward P. Fowler, while witnessing the execution of such 
portions of these writings as were done in his presence, was still in 
his normal state—however his interior vision may have been opened at 
tbe time—is manifest from his continued consciousness of external rela­
tions and objects, and the perfection of his sensational perceptions.

The testimony of the New York Circle may be thus summed up :
1. An invisible agency has been operating in the circle for two years 

past, producing a great variety of manifestations of power and intelli­
gence—raising, moving, arresting, holding, suspending, and otherwise 
disturbing numerous ponderable objects—and all in direct contravention
of the laws which govern the realm of material nature.

2. The agency that docs all this has appeared in the circle—by the 
multiform exhibitions of its mysterious presence—from time to time, 
and by means of the alphabet has made intelligent communications, in 
several different languages, the import of which was not understood by 
the parties present.



—even in the meanest **"  Concluded from second page -**

• For tbe whole of thia conmunication the reader is referred to tbe Sokkimaii, Vol. I., pp 30^-7.
♦ These writing# in foreign tongues consist of the following : Sanscrit, Arabic, Hebrew, Bengalee. 

Persian, French, Spanish,/Malay and Chinese languages. a. b. b.

capacity_ in this great' The facts and circumstances, already adduced, constitute a chain of 
work we esteem as the evidence *u®c*en,i •*  Would seem, to produce conviction, oven where 
hi best honor Go on 1 ,b,'r<‘^i"**  1,0 Pr®' *008 “ unprcRrion, more or less distinct, that it it the 
Brother' distance can l* 0^ °^departed spirits.” I can not, however, submit this interesting ( 
not withhold onr sym-11 x-’ 10 ^c ®®*l  judgment of yourself and tho public, without first soli-

... ■ citing your attention to several collateral testimonies. The first ispatbies from thee. „ - _ . ,
thou faithful and to thy '"Hued of parts of a communication, from I rof. George Bush to the

> " i I writer, dated New-York. March 27th, 1852, and published in the She-
awakeneu spirit the Ilea-I '
vens shall be opened, 
and angels shall descend 
and fraternize with thee.
A. Sheldon, of Laporte, 

Ohio,under date of Sept 
Sth, 1832, writes an in-

Ma Brittan: Drae Sie In compliance wish your request 1 willingly Bake I persons who oppose them ; nnd am fully persuaded iu my own mind

teresting letter to Mr. 
Charles Partridge, from 
which we extract the fol­
lowing interesting fact:
•*  A medium ju^t com­

mencing to write, bring 
• lone one day took hi# pen­
cil and placet! il on paper, 
when hia hand commenced 
writing these word# : •• Tell 
Mr Sheldon that bi« non, 
who i# sick in Pittafield, will 
dir in two week*  from nr ft 
Sunday." Thia waa on 
Tharaday I waa paving 
by that day and the medium 
called me in and showed 
me the writing. I then in- 
quired what spirit wrote the 
communication to inr An-

a statement respecting the several communications in Hebrew, Arabic, Bengalee.! 
4c , which have been submitted to my inspection • • • • •

*' Altogether the specimens are of an extraordinary character, such as I can 
not well convey by any verbal description • •

■■ Mr E I’ Fowler, since I bave become acquainted with him. does not at all 
impress me as one who would knowingly practice deception upon others, however 
he might, by possibility, bo imposed upon himself He certainly has no knowl­
edge of the above languages,-nor do I think it likely that he is leagued in collu-
Jen with any one A man who is veraed In these ancient and oriental
tongura would be, I think, but little prone to lend himself as a party to a pitiful 
•chem# of imposture. It must, indeed, Ite admitted to be possible that Mr Fow­
ler may himself bare copied the attracts from printed books, but I can only say 
for myself that, from tbe internal evidence, and from a multitude of collateral 
circumstances, I am perfectly satisfied that be never did it. * • In like man­
ner, I am equally confident that he, though tbe medium on the occasion, bad, 
consciously, nothing to do with a Hebrew communication which was spelled out 
to me in the presence of a circle of very respectable gentlemen, not one of whom, 
heeide myself, bad any knowledge of that language • • • •

Very respectfully, yours, Ac. 0 Bkmh.”

swer "Allen Bamly " 
Where did you die*  Ana 
“ England." How long 
have you been in the Spirit­
world. Ans " Fifty-three

" I had a son then sick in 
Pittsfield, about 12 miles 
distant. I told no one of

Ma Brittan: Dear Sir In relation to the writing in various languages 
mods in E P Fowler's room, and said to have been produced by spirits, I am 
free to say that, I have been congnisant of tho execution of some of said manu­
scripts, under circumstances physically precluding the possibility of their having 
been done by any human agency

With moat of the languages written. I believe Mr. Fowler to have been entire- 
unacquainted ; and to the best of my knowledge and belief, he has no books in 
any other of the languages than Greek, Latin, French, and German, with the 
exception of a small portion of the New Testament in Syriac, whieh rame into

the communication until the 
week before the time. I 
then told my oldest son who 
was taking care of him to 
be on tbe watch

My son died at the time 
foretold—June 20, 1862 ”

Our correspondent, J.
B- Wolff, writes us un­
der date of Sept. 10th, 
(Fairmont,Ya.) that the 
opposition to Spiritual­
ism in that quarter is 
very great. He repre­
sents that the clergy 
pursue him with extreme 
virulence. We have only 
space fqr tbe following 
extract:

“ The editor of the Bap­
tist paper in Morgantown. 
Vs. thinks that we ought i 
to be prosecuted for ob­
taining money on false pre- , 
tenses—that is, we are fit 
subjects for the penitentia­
ry—men who have departed 
from a profession ot Chris- * 
tianity; thus charging us I 
with hypocrisy. This was ’ 
last week ; aud by this , 
Lour I presume members of । 
his own family are believers 
in the same Rappings. For 
some cause, the Rappings 1 
came almost unasked, and ' 

are making quite an excite- I 
meat When I went to tbe 1 
place, they knew my posi- । 
tion on these things, nnd in 
order to run me out of , 
town, they attacked me 
about the Rappings, and— ' 
you may be sure — 1 let 1 
them have tbe best there | 
was on hand The agita- I 
tion of the subject, set some j 
folks to trying; and behold | 
tbe stand moved, and many 
test questions were an­
swered, and a multitude of 
mediums are developing in 
tbe town and neighborhood. 
The ball is in motion, and 
the opposers find it can not 
be stopped."

The following is from a 
letter just received from 
California :
" Spirituality is attracting 

attention in this fast coun­
try, already several of its 
clergy have manifested an 
interest; among tbe number 
Dr Ver Mehr, pastor of 
--------- church, “ Episcopa­
lian,” a few evenings since 
passed into the clairvoyant 
state by means of spiritual 
influence, and while in this 
condition gave an account 
of being in tbe society of 
innumerable hosts of bright 
disimbodied spirits, oil 
shining in tbe noonday of 
the great Spiritual Sun. 
He is said to have had a 
very clear perception of the 
Spirits’ Lome.”

Yours truly,
E. F. Norton,

hi, possrsiion lubrryurntly to the production of these manuscripts.
For the lost three years he has lived in the same house with myself, and spent 

much time in the same room, thus giving me an almost unlimited opportunity to 
discover any deception, had he been disposed to attempt anything of tho kind, 
or to detect any hallucination, had any existed. His moral character I consider 
to he. in every respect, unimpeachable. Yours, Ac Martha H. Banes

Mr Brittaw : Dear Sir : I can in a few words reply to your questions res­
pecting Mr E I’ Fowler He has hitherto sustained an unblemished reputation 
for honesty and veracity, and enjoyed the confidence of all acquainted with him.

• * ■ I have evidence sufficient to my own mind that he had no agency in 
the writing of the different languages executed in his room, and purporting to be

, the products of spirits. Respectfully Yours, Almira L. Fowler.. 
, Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 1862.

I leave this part of my subject with a single additional remark : If 
it be “ difficult to convince sane men that spirits wrote that parchment,” 
the reason will be found to consist in their obstinate skepticism, rather 
than in any defect in the testimony.

To prove that men, unaided by spiritual influence, possess powers ade­
quate to tbe production of similar phenomena, you refer me to the case 
of a man who was “ perplexed about the means of supporting bis family.” 
In this extremity, it is said that Swedenborg made him a visit and, in 
order to relieve bis necessities, taught him how to construct a “ shingle 
machine,” which he subsequently “ sold for a good farm, on to which he 
has moved his family.” Now, having no knowledge of the facts in this 
case, beyond what is communicated in your letter I can not form a deci­
sire judgment as to how far this invention is to be attributed to spiritual 
Wicy, but tbe case, altogether, seems illy adapted to sustain your posi­
tion. You personally testify that this man was “ never noted for mechan­
ical powers—bis head indicates any thing but a mechanical genius—in 
fact ” that “ his life has been a tissue of intellectual and moral illusions 
and fancies ;” and this certainly affords presumptive evidence that the 
invention emanated from some source superior to his own mind ; and this 
conclusion is sustained and strengthened by the direct and positive testi­
mony of tbe man himself, who affirms that Swedenborg gave him his in­
structions. The fact—if indeed it be a fact—that a poor man—dis­
tressed on account of his inability to provide for bis family—was thus 
furnished with a “ good farm,” does nut strike me as altogether too 
“ ludicrous to be mentioned,” nor was the object unworthy the mission 
of so exalted a spirit. I can not see how thia case sustains the affirma­
tive of the present question. Indeed, your hypothesis is most emphati­
cally contradicted by the witness himself, and should the remaining wit- 
newes concur, it will require uncommon skill in the argument to estab­
lish your position. Moreover, your ultimate success will demonstrate 
this singular proposition in metaphysics, viz : That extraordinary men­
tal excitement—such as occurs but once in tbe lives of some mcn—is 
particularly favorable to a comprehension of mechanics !

Your next case is a protracted account of a man who “ secluded him­
self for months in an old ashery near a swamp ;” but you have neglect­
ed to show its connection with the subject under discussion ; and as its 
specific application is not altogether self-evident, I am constrained to 
pause for information on this point. What, I would gravely inquire, 
has that “ man,” the “ old ashery,” or the “ swamp,” to do with prov­
ing that Spiritual Manifestations can “ be properly accounted for with­
out the agency of spirits ”? And that infinitude of wheels 1 what is their 
relation to tbe argument against the spiritual origin of the manifesta­
tions ? At present we can only conjecture. We are not thoroughly 
acquainted with the family of wheels—-can not even mention tbeir ap­
propriate names—with possibly a single exception. If we mistake not 
there is one known as the over shot-wheel I If those referred to by my 
correspondent were of this class, they perhaps illustrate the current ar­
guments against Spiritualism.

I bave nothing to say of that new and peculiar phase of ‘ abnormal­
ism,’ which you say consists in being “ simply diacomfuddled.” How 
well tbe state may be adapted to tbe discovery of “ perpetual motion,” 
I am obliged to leave to the judgment of those who have enjoyed op­
portunities for personal observation.

The only remaining example referred to in your letter, affords no 
ground for controversy. I know full well that when the spirit is, in any 
considerable degree, temporarily withdrawn from the body—the interior 
senses opened, and the latent powers of the inmost being aroused to 
loftier action in their appropriate sphere—it is capable of accomplish­
ing results that far transcend tbe mind’s action in its earthly relations. 
My spirit finds a sacred repose in the solemn, yet cheering and beauti­
ful assurance that, the partial exercise of those wondrous powers is not 
likely to be suspended, nor long confined to such limited and transient 
flights, but will be succeeded by a more glorious and God-like unfold­
ing, when tbe separation from the body of earth shall be complete and 
final.

Earnestly desiring to be guided by the spirit of Truth, and to receive
its divine baptism, I am, Fraternally thine,

8. B. BRITTAN.

SPIRIT IMITATIONS.
UK B w. RICHMOND TO 8. B BHITTAN

I bar Sir : Having been repeatedly elicited to give my views of the
Spiritual Manifestations,” aud tbe columns of the Tslbobafii

been liberally offered me for that purpose, I ill furnish two columns,
t or more, weekly, fur the perusal of your readers.

I attach much more importance to the " Manifestations ” than moat

that, if the various phases of tbe magnetic condition, into which the
human mind, and body, may be thrown, were fully studied, and com­
prehended, that all, or nearly all, that now appears mystery aud wonder, 
Would be dissipated ; and the public would go calmly to work to study 
this wonder, and try to comprehend more of the mystcriousness of our 
own nature. I regard it us thc natural fruit of an abnormal magnetic
state ; and the public, not knowing how to explain it, tho first “rap- 
pinga ” were attributed to the “ spirits,” aud tho idea having been set 
afloat, it lias been adopted ; and every person who has heretofore ob- 
aerved, or now witnesses, any of its multiplied singularities, does so under 
an impression, more or less distinct, that it is thc work of departed 
spirits ; and, as soon as any thing is observed that is a little singular, 
the mind not succeeding in its attempts to unravel it, readily concludes 
that it must be “ spirits.” This, say most persons, is thc easiest way 
of accounting for it, and your theory is so complex, that I can not stop 
to make myself acquainted with it. Suppose that reply to have been 
made to Gallileo, when ho put forth his theory of planetary motion—it 
would have rested with far more force against his system, than it can 
against the explanation I offer against thc Spirit theory. Much is 
known, by the liberal-minded, in this country and in Europe, of the cu­
rious phenomena often seen, connected with this abnormal magnetic 
state ; while nothing was known on the subject which he attempted to 
explain to the world. To the common mind, it was plain and easy,
that the Earth was flat, aud rented on something—on the back of Atlas, 
and he stood ou a tortoise, and the tortoise, again, ou something, ot 
course— he must stand on something—and the fact that no body could 
tell what, was not permitted to stumble any one, on the theory that thc 
Earth was flat and rested ou a foundation. Motion, space, attraction, 
and repulsion, were not understood, and the Philosopher came near 
losing his life, and did lose his liberty of person, and character for intel­
ligence. When the world is as fully instructed in certain principles 
connected with our existence, as it is in the laws of the physical uni­
verse, the “ rappings,” I think, will cease to be a wonder. The whole 
subject has been studied on the theory that it was “ spirits,” and but 
few persons have allowed themselves to ask the questions, * Can these 
phenomena be explained on any other principle ? Are they wholly 
caused by forces, acting in our own bodies, hitherto not understood ? 
or are they the work of spirits of departed friends, returning to our 
sphere—to renew their acquaintance, and to quicken our souls into a 
higher longing after immortality and a future ? Or, Is it the work 
partly of spirits, and partly caused by our magnetic state, which enables 
them to approach us ?’ I do not expect to convert any believer in its 
spiritual origin, to my notions; their minds are made up—the fact is 
clear to them—and their minds are unbalanced for investigation. And 
the opposers are in a similar mood : their minds are made up—they 
know it to be a “ humbug," and need no light to make the fact clearer. 
Of both parties I ask a candid hearing ; suspend, if possible, your pre­
conceptions, and listen, and weigh what of fact I may give you.

A friend, writing me on the subject, says my theory is as “ marvelous as 
the Atheist’s theory of creation, added to the Mosaic”; but still urges 
me to give my views to the public. I have waited to see if my first 
effort impressed any one, as affording any rational clue to the cause oi 
this marvel; and, beyond one, I have not met a single person who can 
see any thing in what I wrote. And bo I say to your readers, don’t 
suppose that I have the vanity to believe, that I am going to upset tbe 
drift of feeling iu favor of the cry of “ spirits ” that everywhere pre­
vails. The press, generally, has scouted it as a cheat; its friends have 
believed, readily, all that has been claimed for it; and I know too well 
the perverse tendency in the human mind to be very sanguine. But 
the facts the public are entitled to, and whatever judgment maybe ren­
dered, I shall be prepared for it. Your faith has urged you to defend 
by reason, what you believed to be a truth, and in this I am cheered— 
there is hope of the mind that will reason ; but ignorance, and power, 
prefer to coerce the belief of the human mind. I regard this phenom­
enon of much importance ; it is taking deep hold of many minds, and the 
waves already in motion, will widen and spread, till thc thing takes a 
definite shape, in the form of a religious organization. I mention as 
an axiom to be borne in mind, that the success of an idea in the world 
does not depend on its truthfulness ; truth does not always prevail; the 
mysteriousness of any statement gives it far greater power than truth­
fulness, especially when it pertains to the realms of belief. The causes 
which put in motion the “ ruppings,” may operate for a century, on 
the human organization—and let not the public suppose we are done 
with them. ,

With these preliminary remarks, let us commence our examination of
facts, by attending first to tho “ Spirit imitations.” A marked exam­
ple of this is found in your 1 fac simile ” of the Declaration of Inde­
pendence,” written by thc spirits. The first copy was made, during 
the sitting of a circle, through tho hand of a medium ; the spirits not 
liking this, told him to burn tbe first copy, and place another paper 
where they could complete the document during the night. Parchment 
was placed on the table, in the sleeping-room of the medium, and in 
the morning the parchment was covered over with what can not be 
denied as being very good imitations of the hand-writing of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence. Tbe whole document is highly 
marked by a nervous tremor, and is as clearly the work of a single hand, 
as any document ever written. The hand of John Hancock is very 
near the original size; but tbe hand trembled—and it will bo remem­
bered in the old Declaration thc hand was smooth and bold. The only 
name on tho Spirit Declaration written without trembling is Stephen 
Hopkins; in this name the hand is firm, and in the original the hand 
was paralytic—so much so that it was a striking name on the old scroll. 
The account in thc Telegraph leaves tbe reader to suppose, that the 
Declaration on parchment written during the night was written by the 
hand of the spirits, in person, without the intervention of the hand of 
the medium. This is tbe impression left on the mind of the public 
everywhere. If each spirit wrote his or her name there, without a me­
dium, then are we to conclude that spirits, generally, in the next sphere, 
are troubled with palsy—for almost every name on the sfiroll shows a 
palsied hand, with the exception of the name before mentioned ; and 
Hopkins died with paralysis, or bad it while writing his name to the old 
Declaration. He, it appears, has recovered his steady nerves, while the 
whole meeting of spirits that signed that paper, are now able to write 
only with a trembling hand. During the winter, John Q. Adams—who 1

died of palsy, and wrote a paralytic hand for yearn before bis death—: 
iu communicating with his friends in this place, not only wrote, but 
signed his name, in a paralytic hand. When asked if he could not 
write a firm hand, he replied that he could not yet control the hand of 
tbe medium ; and, on further questioning, he affirmed that he bad not

having i )'et recovered from hi*  paralytic state, and wm obliged to write as be 
dumim M »t ^ Math. When the propriety of believing such & statement

waa brought up, he affirmed that he was imitating his old band, and 
that it was so “ painful ” fur him to control thc medium, so as to make 
him write in the hand be used to write, that when besought to write, 
he,in kindness quite characteristic, said tohia friends,* 1 Please don’t ask 
me to write—it is very painful.”

Those who believe in a spirit-future may believe, if they choose, that 
the spirits are paralytic—from ten to fifty years after entering that 
stale—I do not choose to admit such a statement That spirits, who
approach mediums so as to move articles of furniture of great Heft, can 
not control a pen so as to write a firm hand, is preposterous—whether 
they write with or without a medium. The spirits who wrote tho Dec­
laration either were nil paralytic, or they could not control tho medi­
um’s hand so as to make a steady mark.

We ask you to state candidly to the public, whether the medium 
wrote the declaration by the aid of the spirits; or, whether the spirits 
wrote it without aid, while he was locked in the arms of balmy Jeep. 
If the medium wrote tbe names on thc parchment, then the nervous 
trembling of the hand may be explained ; for most mediums who imi­
tate handwritings with any accuracy, are very nervous, and are tbe 
most iinprcMible class of mediums ; but, if we are to fall back on tbe 
impression left on the public mind, that the spirits did not use the hand 
of the medium—you will find it difficult, 1 think, to convince sane men, 
that spirits wrote that parchment without the aid of a human hand ,— 
as in that case, you will at once be obliged to admit, that they all had 
a subsullus tendinum—(twitching of thc nerves.) In discussing this
point, I shall assume that it is all tbe work of tbe medium, conscious 
or unconscious—I care not which—spirits had nothing to do with it, 
aud the whole is the result of the imitative mechanic power of tbe me­
dium, brought out by the abnormal magnetic state, which exists while 
he is writing.

I will now attempt to prove, that such powers do exist, aud that 
persons in this state, do imitate, both handwriting, style of speaking, 
and gesturing—and in numerous cases have been known to execute 
mechanical and artistic feats, of which they were wholly incapable in 
the normal state. A medium of my acquaintance, who was seized with 
a desire to “ do good,” and was perplexed about the means of support­
ing his family, while he should go forth into the field to reap the har­
vest that seemed already ripe for the sickle, says, tbe spirit of Sweden­
borg informed him that he should be provided for, and enabled to do 
the will of the Lord. By interior impression, the old philosopher and 
theologian taught the medium the construction of a “ shingle ma­
chine tbe model of which was duly executed by the medium, and I 
am informed has been sold by him for a good farm, on to which he has 
moved his family. I have never seen tbe machine and can say nothing 
of its value, only that it must be a very convincing “ physical demon­
stration ” to the medium. The inventor has never been noted for me­
chanical powers—and his head indicates anything but a mechanical 
genius—in fact, his life has been a tissue of intellectual and moral illu­
sions and fancies ; and in some respects be has a superior mental or­
ganization. The idea, that Swedenborg has been busy in cramming 
into this gentleman’s head a “ shingle machine ” for his especial be­
hoof and benefit, is too ludicrous to be mentioned; but that his excited 
mental state enabled him to comprehend mechanics, so as to construct 
what he desired, is to my mind, a settled fact.

Some years since, a poor man in Western New-York, became much 
excited on the subject of his poverty, and took to reading the Bible, and 
stumbled across tbe 10th chapter of Ezekiel, in which tbe prophet, 
while in a vision by the river Chebar, saw a strange machine, described 
as having a “ wheel in a wheel.” This arrested the old man’s atten­
tion, and prefigured to him, that God was about to bring forth this 
“ machine,” seen by Ezekiel, in a tangible form, for the benefit of the 
race. He had secluded himself for months in an old ashery near a 
swamp, where he was at work day and night, he was in cheerful mood, 
and appeared unusually hopeful. One night lie called on me and wished 
to communicate something important, we retired to the baro, he ap­
peared strange, and his eyes were luminous in expression, and he spoke 
in a low tone. He told me the earth was about to be revolutionized ; 
that he had twice fallen into a trance, his “ knees smote,” aud bis 
“ strength left him and he fell to the earth ”—that he saw among the 
clouds, wheels and bars, aud pins, and gearing to a vast amount; the 
use of which he did not know till his second vision. But, said he, with 
emphasis, “ I am rich, the waste places of the earth shall be re­
built ; water can be carried to the deserts and the mountain tops, 
‘ the earth shall blossom like the rose,’ this ‘ machine ’ is one of the 
‘ trumpets ’ to be sounded in the earth. To-morrow you can see it 
alone, you are chosen first.” Flattered with this mark of confidence 
from the celestials, I repaired to the “ old ashery,” and found it filled 
with wheels, and traps, and cranks, strung together with great adroit­
ness. A huge flume was overhead, a set of double chain-pumps were 
set in a pool of water beneath, with a large wheel geared in a crude 
way, with everything in the building. The water was to be carried up 
by tho pumps into the flume and let on to the wheel below, and the 
wheel carried the pumps, and the water being discharged into the pool 
beneath, was used over and over. I thought I comprehended the prin­
ciple of this spiritual machinery at a glance, and informed him that the 
power of his wheel was just balanced by his pumps, aud he bad the 
friction against him, aud as soon as his water run out, his machine 
would stop. He cast a clever glance at me, as much as to say ; “ do 
you know better than God,” and suiting the action to the look, be 
jerked tbe lever that controlled the gate, and such an unearthly set of 
combinations and motions, were never before seen by mortal eyes. It 
moved till his flume was empty—the pumps failing to carry water
enough to make it go, and suddenly stopped. I again pressed the point 
of defect; but he insisted that he had “ received power to evade it,” 
and that he could add power ad infinitum, that he could move the uni­
verse with it. He next let in his neighbors, and the whole region round 
about became excited about the machine that had been “ revealed ” to 
Mr. C. He finally sent to Washington fora patent, and was offered for 
bis discovery six thousand dollars, be did not accept it; the ferment 
died away, and the failure fell with such power on the old man that he 
suddenly died. He was void of mechanic powers to a degree seldom 
seen ; had never been known to construct a wheel or anything else that 
required mechanic abilities, and the solution of his discovery is to be 
found in bis abnormal magnetic state ; he was no doubt clairvoyant, and 
his mind being directed to this point, resulted as has been related. All 
his friends noticed that his eye had a penetrating look, and he was sub­
ject to fits of moodiness. A clergyman tells me of an acquaintance of 
his who got to studying on a perpetual motion aud finally discovered



one, an<i the last difficulty was overcome by • 
" spiritual endowment ;" the machine would
not go tor want of a balance-wheel. He pray­
ed, and fasted,and studied, anti at last a “point 
of light ” rested on the diagram which ho held 
in his hand, and the spirit said to him, that 
there was the point, for the wheel that would 
give motion to his great discovery. This man 
was a respectable physician, and a shrewd 
Yankee, and had spent a year or more in per­
fecting his diagrams and models It i.s needless 
to say, that he was in an abnormal state, which 
gave unusual activity to his constructive pow­
ers He was simply discomfuddM.

A marked instance of the increase of this i 
imitative power of persons in the magnetic con­
dition, ig found in the Seeress of Prevorst In

- xme th* receptacle of sensation, to which point the 
life-element* had been developed by previous growth. 
Thu# higher and higher order# of animated existence 
appeared upon the earth, successively eliminating still 
higher force# and perfecting still higher forma In 
the Course of time intelligence was unfolded through 
the animal economy, but animal forma possessed no

m#nt*. you will be able to communicate wilh each 
other, without the aid of material telegraph# or the 
use of any other medium but such as your own natures 
furnieh "

One of the citcle remarked that he would like to 
know who this communication was from, nnd the an*

Owl ha# made your soul mighty to withstand human 
malice Your crown is the golden crown of right- 
couenw. which ditnclli not ’mid the noonday of hu­
man glory."

Directly after this, the spirit* instructed me to take 
the direction of th# circle at Winchester, and com-

PROSPECTUS

THE NEW ERA;
OR, HEAVEN OPENED TO MAN.

one of her magnetic moods she informed Dr. 
Kerner that she would make out a diagram of 
spheres The “ Sun sphere ” ns she railed it, 
is very complex—but “she spun out the coni-

ganized and employed the earliest opportunity to un­
told ll*»lf through a suitable form Hero allO an in­
dividual of lower organization through inferior in- i 
fluence# and favorable external condition wo# carried 
far beyond hil specie#, and became tho first imbodi­
ment uf intelligence and type of the human race But 
thia was not the highest unfolding of the elements of 
life; for ages man was only an intelligence, yet tho 
elements of spirit were being unfolded nnd when a 
suitable form, in accordance with tho principles above 
stated, was tUrnishcd, a Spiritual Type wns born, who 
was the beginning of a new Creation

In the intelligence of tho primeval man were all the 
capabilities of the future spirit, because man is a mi-

■wer was: “Spirit* liter# are out of th# form, as menced. forthwith, a aeriee ot long and magnificent 
well ** in it. who would have you believe without I communication#, advising and encouraging Unity— 
reason and who would like to control. Such would urging it in a manner nt once most bonutifu! and pow- 
not heoitate to give you a name which you reverence erful Ute circle was christened, by the spirits, 
and love, tho more easily tu eObet their object W# | " Beacon-Light," will: reference to Ils purpose nnd
would have you give such estimation to all ooropiuol- 
cations as their intrinsic character require# ”

Experiment* and Experiences. 
DY D . I MANDELL.

EPISTLE VI
MV gynUTt'AL CAI t. — BFjniN-UullT CIRCLE

E.TKKMKD Friend:
in a previous epistle I have intimated to

[ influence in the direct promotion of Fraternity and 
Cooperation.

The spiritual intercourse enjoyed in connection with 
the “ Beacon-Light" Circle is of th# most delightful 
character It imbodie# the true idea, nnd III the very

l propose to issue a Weekly Paper, with the 
above title, devoted to Spiritual Facta, Philosophy 
and Life—to bo published in tho city of Button On 
each successive Wednesday morning It will be 
printed on good paper, with fair type, |n a fobo 
form, with a beautiful vignette at tho head of it 
of Heaven opening and the angola descending', a pic 
ture which shall correspond with the title oftb# pub. 
licntlon, and bo eminently significant of the New Age 
on which our World I# entering It will be a modi-lyp* of what communion with the Spirit-world should

te. aud I# destined to br. The medium lx in Ilie epir- um for the higher orler of Spiritual communication,
itual Rtnte* nnd the World of Immortal* in open to her —n vehicle for the foci*, philosophy and practical

you
the fact that, fur the last fifteen yearn, or thereabout,

crocoam, has in himself all the elements of progress, I have been engaged in investigating and promoting 
but they were undeveloped aud needed a model ex- the Lorr Relation of society, nnd planning and nr- 
preeaion in sumo individual. The spiritual lies in- I ranging with reference to their establishment, not

.. i . fol I**! *n ewZ huniin being, but In many it has no only in reference to tho unity of tho Churches, but
pleat*' «t « wi i une ring precision, till ft distinctive life—is not really born until the body baa abo uf Slates nnd Nations. I have nut space to enter 
pair ot compasses given her to facilitate her decayed The difference between intelligent life an<l Into particulars; but, from the very first, I was per- 
labor, only embarrassed her. It is made up of spiritual life lies in the higher degree of refinement of 
circles within circles, and sections, and pointe, the latter Sensation lathe refinement of life, intelll- 
amounting to thousands, related and connected, 'fl"*’ °r ”•'“«<»“. »“'» ’P”1 "f InUlligence. The 

changes which the race has passed through corres­
pond to thc process of development above referred to 
All religious, social and political forms, have corrw-

and yet the “ whole wns executed,” says Dr. 
Kerner,in an “ incredibly short space of time." 
An engraving was made of this sphere, and a 
year after, she was shown the engraving, and 
said it was not correct, a point on one of the 
lines wns wanting. On referring to the original, 
they found she was right This diagram con­
tained ninny curious things, nnd in some parts 
related to the highest departments of mathe­
matics This faculty she only possessed in her 
magnetic state, being wholly incompetent to 
the task when not clairvoyant No living ar­
tist can execute that diagram with a pen, with 
a fac-simile before him, with the rapidity with 
which that ignorant, unlettered child of nature, 
did it I have in many cases witnessed this 
imitative power of mediums with the pen, dash­
ing off figures and images with a rashness and 
rapidity inconceivable. For me to affirm that 
the “ Spirit declaration ” is the work of a mag­
netic person, in the state above described, and 
that the imitation of hands, so apparent in the

ponded to tho degree of refinement in the elements ot 
tho time of the introduction of their corresponding 
types Fetiscbism, Paganism, Monotheism wore suc­
cessively unfolded with Savageism, Barbarianism, 
Vandalism, and Patriarchal and Monarchical forms 
of government appeared as fast as the race was suffi­
ciently progressed The first form of each becoming 
a type of all others of its kind. Civilization, Repub­
licanism and Fraternity, or rather tho idea of God as 
a father, arc tho highest and most perfected forms. 
But a time has now come when a systematic form 
should he given to the refined elements, that progress 
may be made in a truly spiritual, social and harmonic 
life, which can not possibly imbody itself in any of 
the existing forms Only under the favorable condi­
tions of divine order can the great lump of humanity 
be leavened or elevated.

Here a conversation commenced between the circle 
and the spirits

” Will this new form be brought about by our ac­
tion ?”

“ Yes, if those most influenced will act up to their 
convictions The necessity of a new heavens and new

scroll, is no way connected with “ spirit ” influ­
ence, is to affirm but little for this magnetic

earth are indicated by the general admission that the 
best man can not act as they know is right. A higher

state. B. W Richmond.
Jefferson, July 25, 1852.

ON TYPES
In the minutes of the Conference as published 

last week the subjoined communication was re-
ferred to as being crowded out. It has lost 
none of its interest by the delay.

duty than that involved in particular deeds is required 
now to establish such order as shall leave mankind 
free to do tho best they know and can If you were 
properly related to each other, the procuring of food 
and raiment would be one of iho means of promoting 
the work of progress, and not as now, of covetousness, 
increasing the differences of condition and building 
up the power of wealth over man. Each would be 
for all, were society based on the principles of recip­
rocal justice.”

fectly sensible of tho magnitude of the work in which 
I had engaged; but, l also felt that something would 
occur, to give the cause a powerful impetus toward 
its fulfilment. H'hnt it would bo, I could not oxnctly 
tell; but when the .Manifestations began to talk 
down overy body's scepticism, and to talk up every 
body's nobler feelings and aspirations, I very soon 
knew what kind of help 1 wns to have. Heaven, 
itself, came speaking in powerful tokens, and audible 
tones, in behalf of that cause whoso object wns to 
unite the world iu tho exercise of Its own holy Spirit, 
and thus win it down to Earth The very first efforts 
of tho spirits, through the “ Rappings," evidently in­
dicated it to be their aim and purpose to humanize 
and harmonize the relations of society and tho world. 
In all circles of which I have ever heard, this is de­
clared to bo their object, and in all in which I have 
ever participated, whether by rappings, movements, 
writings, or impression, 1 have had words of encour­
agement, like these:

“This is a work which God has commenced, and 
He will not stop until it is completed Love God, and 
do good. You must sow, aud God will bring the in­
crease.”

“ Persevere in the Good Cause. You will moot with 
trouble and disappointments ; but God has begun tho 
work, and He will carry it on in spite of all opposition. 
Be of good cheer, and all will be well iu tho end.”

“ Do not sink nor faint, under trials and disap­
pointments. Those who now think themselves wise, 
will bo found like the foolish virgins. While your 
lamp is trimmed and burning, their's will go out.”

Words of encouragement like these, 1 had received 
for some time, from various quarters The two first 
were received, from the circle whence they came, be­
fore I had visited it There was, however, a strong 
conviction on my mind, that something more definite

view. The spirit™ of person* more recently deceased, suggestions of bumnu correspondent., nnd for such 
nnd less fully developed, lire more immediately around editorial matter as the dinning cireumatamei of the 
her. and give frequent ami friendly counsels and to- l""e» “"'• ..........  of the public .hall ircm to de-

ken* to their friends present, or abwiit; while more 1 
distant, and snperiiitrndiug all, uro the spirits of ' 
higher circles—the •’ Philanthropic Circle," ns they 
denominate themselves—who give the longer messages 
bearing directly upon the great theme of Universal 
Brotherly Unity.

These " philanthropic " spirits appear to the eyes 
of the medium as bright, clear and pure ns the sun­
light of Heaveu. They control nil the doings of less- 
d»v<ili>pcd spirits, who wish to communicate, nnd ex­
ercise tho most enreful watch nnd guardianship over 
tho medium. If she is weary, they bid her rest. If 
she is liable to be exhausted by wrong conditions in 
the Circle, or is not, herself, iu tho right condition for 
the work, they tell her to go bach They hold in 
check all the pranks to wliich less developed spirits 
are liable, when left to themselves. There nre no 
“jerks," no “ spasms," no “ possession" of the medi­
um, but simply a sympathetic connection of her mind 
with that of the surrounding intelligences; and nil 
messages are given, at Hie Circle, by impression. 
Even raps and physical movements are interdicted at 
the Circle, that the conditions may be more favorable.

To secure this systematic communion with higher 
spirits, and to realize their direction and guardian-

nuind It nhall )»e n »i*» » paper, in the !»••*( Mate
of the word : free for Ilie ulterance of nil worthy *nt 
useful thought—free a* Life and Love end Wi-duto 
are free I It will spontaneously avoid all ->.< rvni*s 
ism, (except to give it criticism,) and will be the un­
swerving advocate of Universal Truth.

Friends of Humanity, and lovers of Spiritual Com­
munion—are you ready for such n paper in this lo­
cality ! If so, will you do me and the cause the 
favor to send in your names? I want no money 
now All I want Is your names, pledged Io pay i* 
advance on the receipt of the first number. And 
when the list reaches Iho least number requisite to 
its support, the first number will be issued

TERMS:—The New Era will be published at 
91 60 per annum, in advance

All communications must be addressed to me (post­
age paid) at Boston, Mas# Will those to wbom 
this Prospectus is sent obtain all the names they can, 
and make returns rood 3 CROSBY HEWITT

Boston, Sept 11, 1852

B00K8 ON SPIRITUALISM;
For Sale at the Office of

THE SPIRITUAL TELEGRAPH, 8 COURTLAND-ST
care over the Manifestation* the members of the Cir- The followi list embr.ee* some of the prin- 
cle are under the necessity of cultivating the most de- . . ... _ . . .. . ____ ,_
votlonal nnd benevolent frame of mind, and to bring 
it into the fullest exercise during the sittings This 
is thc indispensable requisite, aud there should be a 
“ Beacon-Light” Circle in overy town, were it for 
nothing more than thia cultivation of the moral nature 
which it secures. But it is, also, essential for the 
furtherance of that organic and vital Public Unity 
which is to infold the Nations, and establish society- 
on its truest basis.

I have already given you the names of several of 
the “ Philanthropic Circle " of spirits who correspond 
through the “ Beacon-Light." To those thus given 
must be added that of John Howard, the well-known

cipal works devoted to Spiritualism, with the prices 
annexed, together with the rates of postage for the 
same, for any distance not exceeding 500 miles; over 
500 miles and under 1,000, double the rates as pub­
lished below ; over 1,000 miles and under 2.000, mul­
tiply these rates by three; and for California and: 
Oregon, multiply the same by five
The Shekinah, a splendid Quarterly Review, edited 

and published by 8 B Brittan Terms—S‘2 per-
annum, in advance; single copies, 60cents. Vol 
I, bound iu muslin, 32 50 ; bound in morocco, em­
bossed and gilt, S3

PRICE POSTAOK

Here the conversation turned on the subject of a 
personal leader, when one remarked that that leader 
would be a woman The spirits immediately wrote: 

“ The leader will be neither male nor female, but a 
। union of the two in a marriage which shall be a true 
type of succeeding conjugal relations True marriage

At a circle convened in the city of New-York, on 
the evenings of September 8th and 12th, two mediums 
were present and magnetised—under spiritual direc­
tion—the arm of Mr J K Ingalls, when the arm was 
moved and the following communication was written
Mr Mr Ingalls has not hitherto been numbered is lh# basis of all progre8sin the physical, social and 
with the media, but the spirits, on this occasion, seem e<peciully of the spiritual development of tho race 
to have employed those already subject to their con­
trol as the instrumentalities of his development. The 
influence however, we are informed by himself, was 
mostly mental, and thc communication was principal­
ly given by impression, -auctioned by physical de- 
monstrations of approval, both through him and the 
other media present

“ Thc spirit* desire to communicate through this

It will become much more frequent and practicable 
under a more favorable social system."

•• What can we do without a leader ?”
“ Trust to the combined wisdom of your organiza­

tion, when you have one Until that time any thing 
that will call attention to the movement is proper to 
be done When the phalanx is organized thc leader

. _ will appear; for the purpose of organization, the com-
medium on the subject of Types; aud by type#, we bined wisdom must serve. Time will determine who
mean new methods of life or progress, or rather those is best qualified to take the greater responsibility 
primary forms which determine the character of sub- But this will be by universal consent and choice ; with 
sequent development AU life flows through certain the assistance of the combined wisdom many among 
channels, whether physical, mental, social or spin- you would be equal to any emergency that may arise 
tual, the primary forms a sained by all become the He whois greatest shall be servant of all ”
types of succeeding unfolding, until more perfect 
forms are provided The present types of social and 
spiritual life are outgrown, and serve no longer any 
purpose tor the outbirtb of superior influences By 
present types, we mean the whole religious, political 
and social organizations If you will look up, a form 
will be given you from the Spirit-world, which shall 
serve as u true type to give imbodiment to the refined 
elements of progress which are seeking for a body in 
which to unfold Like the types of being which have

•‘ Will this movement go on without our coopera­
tion.”

“ Individuals should trust as though all would be 
I done without them, but act as though all depended on 
their action The object of the discussion of types 
was to show the necessity of having an organic form 
to give imbodiment to the new order In the new 
order as little of the old must be admitted as possible 
You recollect the parable of the ‘ new cloth and tho
old garment,’ and the new wine and old bottles ’

preceded, the coming form will be one of progressive This has reference more particularly to the relations
growth, not of arbitrary conditions But it is neces­
sary that you should understand its importance, that 
you may be prepared to enter into it, and by the con­
tribution of your mite aid in perfecting it. By an 
elevation of your minds the truth will flow into them, 
and reason and judgment, as well as intuition will 
assist in giving a harmonious being to the new order 
of development

Individuals become typesof principles The devel­
opment of nil life, ns seen in the lower kingdoms, pro­
ceeds by gradual unfolding. The degrees are imper­
ceptible and consecutive, but there are also other de­
grees or rather periods, which proceed not uniformly, 
but are what are culled, in Swedenborg's writings, 
discreet degrees The general idea, entertained by 
spiritualists, of progressive development, is correct

of labor and wealth, and the distribution of the pro­
ducts of toil.”

" Can you give us any light to direct us ’”
“ You should look within and not without for light 

You have access to the wisdom of the spheres with 
which you associate People, yet in tho form, who

. aspire for higher wisdom not only receive impressions 
I from the sphere to which they correspond, buttheir
minds are opened to the wisdom of that sphere as well
as the real dwellers therein ”

“ Are we, according to Swedenborg's teaching, 
mere forms of reception ’”

“ Spirits, whether in the form or out, are not inert 
I receptacles or mediums of truth, but have the power 
to develop wisdom from their own spirits, and only ns 
far as such development Las taken place can they ap-

with this qualification The elements of life or mat- prcciatc influx or impression.
ter are refined by motion and action, and as they be- I 
some refined seek higher forms of manifestation. The 
crudest vegetables, as the mosses, lichens, 4c , were 
thc earliest types of vegetable life : elements had be­
come sufficiently refined to unfold such life, and those 
forma became the channels of external imbodiment. 
yet they did not first exist as a gradual unfolding of 
primeval forces, but were made by external conditions 
and the action of superior elements, different from 
any previously existing forms, and thus became suit­
able mediums of higher forms of life These same 
forms by their growth, decay and reproduction, de­
veloped still higher elements oflife, and to which they 
bad no power to give expression Here some favora­
bly situated individual of the cl*** became the subject
of superior influence, and in its turn became the

A remark here, that wc will only learn by sad expe­
rience, elicited this : " A little understanding of first 
principles will save many sad experiences Enough 
has already been had to enable many to comprehend 
its teaching, without passing through more of its 
trials. Leave the old forms and look up, and you 
will be sustained upon the waves as Peter was. All 
the elements exist in abundance for a new imbodi­
ment; action in that direction is all important. We 
would have none engage in this movement from selfish 
views;—individualscan do without a change, but hu-

1 inanity needs it, and tho true interest of Spiritualism 
. is identified with a more favorable condition for the 
early development of spirit.”

In answer to the question why we could not com-
of superior influence, and in it* turn became tho municate through them with circle* at a distance, 
type of * higher order. Finally some perfected plant they replied : “ If you will cultivate interior medi- 
of extreme sensitiveness, extraordinarily situated, be- tation, and become united in your aims nnd senti-

would be furnished me, relative to the prosecution of 
my cause. My interior impressions were on this wise:

I had observed that, among all the Manifestations 
of which 1 had ever heard, no mention had been made 
of communications from that class of minds to whom I 
alluded in the first part of this epistle—persons who, 
in life, were self-sacrificing laborers in the work of 
human welfare and regeneration. Fenelon, Howard, 
etc., are all names which appertain to this noble class 
of minds, and I felt that they were reserving their 
communications till the time when the public mind 
would be more prepared to take interest in the cause 
of Unity, and that, then, through some medium suita­
ble to their purpose, they would address themselves 
to me. and urge forward the work of Unity, with all 
thc pathos and skill in their power. I entertained 
the idea that I should first receive from them a token, 
aud then, subsequently, an exhortation to press right 
on. and they would aid me

This secret thought—for, that I might test it more 
thoroughly, I did not impart it to my most intimate 
friend—this secret thought, I say, was remarkably 
fulfilled, on this wise:

Last spring I received an unexpected invitation to 
visit Winchester, N. H , in a public capacity, but gave 
no definite answer to the messenger, in consequence of 
having arranged, as I thought, to go elsewhere, into 
Vermont, at the time specified. But, by a singular 
combination of circumstances, the latter arrangement 
miscarried, and unexpectedly to myself I went to 
Winchester at the time proposed 1 was almost a 
total stranger there, and my business had no refer­
ence to Spiritual Manifestations that I was aware of. 
I was, also, unacquainted with any medium in the 
place, but I was, afterward, informed that the spirits 
had been, all along, advising them that I was coming, 
and uno medium, who lived about two miles out of the 
village, was directed to go and make my acquaintance 
and invito mo to bis house. On tho way to his dwel­
ling. I became acquainted with a gentleman, the bus­
band of another medium, who began telling me of a 
communication which hi* wife recently bad, made 
through her, tho name signed to which—it was made 
in writing—they could not make out, and tho purport 
of which they could not exactly understand I asked 
to see it, and, to my surprise and pleasure, I saw one 
of the names whose advent I bad been waiting so long 
—that of Fenelon I

I told tho gentleman that I thought I could read 
him the riddle, and informed him that I could look 
upon that communication as nothing less than a token 
which I had been for some time expecting from that, 
or some, spirit kindred with him ; and that, if my 
surmise was correct, I should shortly have another 
communication, bearing upon a point most important 
to me. That evening, I had it. The name of Eli 
Thorpe was spelled, and thc following communication 
was made to me :

“ Prosecute the work of Truth assigned you. with 
vigor. Be a co-worker in thc vineyard of Christ 
Unite all your energies. Here is a field for your cul­
ture Helpers we have prepared for you ”

Subsequently, the same iu substance was reiterated 
by another name—Wm C Hanscom—thus:

" While thc Day lasts, advance, with all your might, 
advance the cause of brotherly unity."

And, as if to make the matter still more definite, 
another message was immediately afterward given 
me. purporting to be from Fenelon, to this effect -.

" You say : • What would you have me to do ?’ Pros- 
' ecute the work of redemption with zeal, according to 

. your perception of right. Worldly honor is nothing

. Revelations, Ac , by A J Davis, the 
friend of the criminal and the destitute. Persons who Clairvoyant 
were of all religions on the earth, seem to be co- TheGr7#?H"raoni.^^^ 
operating through the “ Beacon-Light," to urge on iicjan by same 
the oner vital Religion of Love and Cnity. Fenelon ^Grea^Urmoni., Vol II-The 
was a French Catholic Archbishop, of ancient days :
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Teacher,
The Great Harmonia, Vol III.—The 

Seer,
A Chart, exhibiting an Outline of Pro­

gressive History and approaching 
Destiny of the Race, A J D , (ca%'r 
be sent by mail,)

The Philosophy of Spiritual Inter­
course, A J D.,

The Philosophy of Special Providences 
—A Vision, A J, I) .

The Approaching Crisis: being a Re- 
rpilIS MAGAZINE is edited by S B Brittan, viuw of Dr Bushnell's recent Lec- 
1 and is devoted chiefly to an inquiry into the ture3 on SupernaturailglUi by Davis. 

Laws of the Spiritual Universe, nnd a discussion of Ligbt from theSpirit-world—Comprls- 
those momentous questions which are deemed atfxil | ■ „ g^g of Articles on the condi-

Howard may represent the English Church ; Thorpe 
was n Calvinist, prepared for a missionary ; Hanscom 
was a Uuniveraalist; aud others are Methodists, Sc. 
God speed the day day when this oneness of soul and 
effort will be heartily seconded aud exhibited in the 
earth ! With a better wish I could not bid you

Farewell, Brother, for tho present.
Yours, cordially, D J Mandell.
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iary to the Progress of Man It treats especially 
of tho philosophy of Vital, Mental, and Spiritual 
Phenomena, and presents, as far ns possible, a classi­
fication of tho various Psychical Conditionsand Mani­
festations, now attracting attention in Europe and
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tion of Spirits, and the development 
of mind in the Rudimental aud Se­
cond Spheres, being written by the 
control of Spirits.—Rev. Chas Ham­
mond, Medium,

America. The following will indicate distinctively the The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine, Writ-
prominent features of the work :

1. Lives ok the Seers and Reformers.
Each number of the Shekinah will contain a bio­

graphical sketch of some prominent Seer or distin­
guished Reformer. In the selection of subjects for

ten by the Spirit of Thomas Paine, 
through C Hammond. Medium — 

i Muslin, 75c., 12c. postage ; paper, 
Elements of Spiritual Philosophy—R.

P. Ambler, Medium,
this department we shall observe no restricted limits Reichenbach’s Dynamics of Mcsmcr- 
nor regard with unduo partiality any particular sect, ' >sm'
party or class. These biographical sketches will each Pneumatology, by Stilling Edited by 
be accompanied with an elegant portrait of the sub- ”e'
ject, engraved on steel, expressly fur tho Shek.nah Celestial Telegraph, by L A Cabagnar, 

2. Elements of Spiritual Science
Containing the Editor's Philosophy of the Soul, its 

relations, susceptibilities, and powers, illustrated by 
numerous facts and experiments

3 Classification of Spiritual Phenomena.
Embracing concise statements of tho more important 

facte which belong to tho department of modern mys­
tical science.

4 Psychometrical Sketches
These sketches of Living Character- are given 

by a Lady while iu the waking state, who derives her 
impressions by holding a letter from tho unknown par­
son against her forehead.
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i Voices from the Spirit-world—Isano 
Post. Medium,

Night Side of Nature—Ghost* and 
Ghost Seers.—By Catharine Crowe, 

Gregory's Lectures on Animal Magnet­
ism,

The Science of the Soul, by Haddock,
Sorcery and Magic, by Wright,
The Clairvoyant Family Physician, by 

Mrs Tuttle,
Signs of tho Times : comprising a His­

tory of the Spirit Rappings, in Cin­
cinnati and other places—-Cvggahall.

I Supernal Theology.
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6. Essays on important questions of Social nnd Po- . Modern Miracle*, by 3 B Brittan, 
litical Economy. [ Spiritual Experience of Mrs Lorin L.

fl Original Poetry and Music Platt, Medium.
7. Reviews — Especially of such works as illustrate 

the progress of the world in natural, political, social, 
and spiritual Science

Contributor*.—Rev Jame* Richardson, Jr.; O 
W. Wight; C. D Stuart; Horace Greeley; Hun. J. 
W Edmonds; V C Taylor; T L Harris; J K In-

Salls; D M’Mahon, Jr ; Wm Williams; Francis H 
reen; Sarah Helen Whitman ; Annette Bishop, and 
others Several distinguished minds in Europe are 

expected to contribute occasionally
The contents of the Shekinah will be wholly oriqi- 

n al, and its mechanical and artistic execution will 
be second to no Magazine in the world Shall

Spirit-Manifestations : being an expo­
sition of Facts. Principles. Ac . by 
Rev Adin Ballou,

Spiritual Instructor : containing facts 
and the philosophy of Spiritual In- 
tercuurse.

The Spiritual Teacher, by Spirits of 
tho Sixth Circle—R P Ambler. Me­
dium.
JSF Other Books will be added to

TERMS—The Shekinah will hereafter be issued 
Monthly, at S3 per annum, or 91 50 for one complete
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this list, frua
time tn time, as they are published. And all Boukt 
relating to the New Philosophy will be furnished at 
prices as low as they can be purchased elsewhere

Address CHARLES PARTRIDGE,
No. 8 Courtland-et , New-York

SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS
Volume, to bo finished in six months The year's __ . ,. .V V 1 . TJECEDED at the meeting of one of the Circle*
subscription will thus form two Volumes, containing K f„rlncj in Philadelphia for the purpose of invert 
--------.-------------------------------------- . tho philosophy of SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE

—in the title oft email work containing much instruc­
tion worthy the tource whence it emanated Pub

some six hundred pages of fine letter press, and twelve
portaits. Hereafter the work will be forwarded to no 
one until tho subscription is paid. A discount of 25 
per cent will be made to Bookseller* and Periodical 
Agents, but tho cash must accompany the order.

Address, PARTRIDGE 4 BRITTAN.
No. 3 Cortland-itroot, Now-York.

liahed by direction of the Spirit#—the profits te ba 
given to I he “ Harmonia) Benevolent Association “
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