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From the Landon Spiritualist 
SPIRITUAL IMPRESSIONS IN ROMISH

CHURCHES.
BY CATHERINE WOODFORDE.

With the King’s Chaplain for my cicerone It was my privi­
lege to pay my first visit to St. Peters, where the grand alter 
is overshadowed by a bronze chair of gigantic dimensions, 
containing within it a very old wooden chair, of senatorial 
fashion, thickly inLid with ivory, which is believed by Catho­
lics to have been the episcopal throne of St. Peter and his 
successors. It is, however, really probable that it may have 
been in p'ossession of the senator Pudeus, with whom the 
Apostle lodged, and he may, titerefore, of course, frequently 
have sat in iL The great bronze chair is upheld by colossal 
figures of the four fathers of the Church : Augustine, Am­
brose, Chrysostom, and Athanasius.

How imperatively this declares to the world that Roman 
Catholics here locate par excellence the Church of Jesus 
Christ, at the ead of which stands Peter, the Rock, and, fol­
lowing him, the Popes, his successors, to whom, they teach, 
has been delegated that headship as custodians, fathers, 
princes of the Church, and even representatives of the Divine 
Will to the faithful. According to Protestant ideas this is 
arrogating too much to a church which has no right to take to 
itself alone an honor perhaps never meant to be so conveyed. 
Be that as it may, here is embodied, and constantly kept be­
fore the eyes of its votaries an idea not devoid of grandeur; 
and the highest artistic geniuses of various periods have striv­
en to give it appropriate external expression in he mostinde- 
structable materials to be procured. As if still further to pre­
serve thc image of permanence and indestructibility, beneath 
the very dome of this wondrous church are enshrined the 
mortal remains of Peter—that Rock consecrated by the words 
of Jesus. Gazing up into the dome you behold the words, in 
mosaic letters six feet long: "Tues Petrus, et super hanc 
petram, erdfeabo ecclesiam, et tibi davo dares regni cado- 
rum." Around this shrine burn perpetually eighty-six lamps 
of gold, emblems of the everlasting light of faith. But all 
these externa Is, made as imperishable as the band of man can 
make them upon this evrr changing material scene, are but 
the effects of the spirit contained in those words, which, glow­
ing forth, has created unto itself these forms "as its fixed sym­
bols to man. Without the words and the spirit contained in 
them, these material embodiments had ne^r existed, and 
they thus form one of those myriad links between man and 
his God-Saviour, to draw his thoughts perpetually upward to 
Him who pronounced them. It is the spirit we revere, the 
externals are but the shell which preserves it The idea pre­
sented is the ever-abiding presdnee of Jesus with His Church, 
and the never withdrawn watchful care of Peter, continually 
represented and brought before the minds of believers in the 
persons of the Popes, named his successors.

It is true that the ignorant and fanatical are ever prone to 
render worship to shadows, and, enveloped In their own nar­
row darkness, fail to perceive the spiritual light shed from

mere symbols; and it is true that men sunk in thc grossness 
of thc flesh materialize everything and arc reduced to idol 
worship. Hence thc humble, devout, but uneducated Cath­
olic, to whom prayers in his church are thc very staff of life, 
making thc rounds of this vast temple, kneeling at this altar, 
and that shrine, kissing fervently the bronze toe of the statue 
of Peter, and blessing himself with holy water, may give to 
the images before his eyes somewhat of thal affectionate rev­
erence his spirit also lifts to thc great unknown God; but, 
nevertheless, let us do justice to the fact that not only Is here 
embodied a beautiful uplifting idea, but a spiritual reality is 
also most certainly here existent It is most certain that if 
the spirit of Peter, the trusted follower of Jesus, abides any­
where on this earth, or pays visits of mercy and helpfulness 
to struggling brethren in the flesh, that spirit, or being, o* 
earth called Peter, must be drawn and attracted here, in obe­
dience to an inevitable spiritual law. Apart from all religious 
prejudices, apart from all the errors thc Romish church may 
have drifted into, thc one fact of the possibility of spiritual 
presences and of the helpful assistance rendered when they 
arc sought, cannot be denied by Spiritualists ; and, indeed, 
an uplifted and refined medial power introduces one sensibly 
by sight and hearing into the very presence of the spirit per­
sonality.

Spiritualism has been descried, hated, spurned, spat upon; 
and so has the Romish Church — thc onc church on earth 
where Spiritualism is in reality practised, and Is the heart an! 
core of the belief. Indeed, as a Romish priest acknowledged 
to me the other day, it is the foundation of the Church.” 
The devout Roman Catholic believes in the actual Divine 

’ Presence of Jesus, and with simple faith according unto his 
infinite power, trusting in the infinitude of a love which wfH 
e’en descend into smallest things for love’s sake,—they be-) 
lievc that He is miraculously present, in thc small shrine set 
up on their altars in His honor. They cherish his promises, 
they worship Him with a love unsupassed by any other church 
—a love fervent, adoring, self-sacrificing. The tabernacle 
where the Divine Presence is supposed to abide, becomes to 
them a sacred centre from which the Divine Spirit flows forth 
in blessings. Is it possible for Spiritualists lo doubt that the 
simple faith, the fervent love, the constantly outpouring pray­
ers fail to bring wbal is sought? If so, there la no God, n» 
answer lo prayer, and Spiritualism itself is a gross fallacy and 
delusion. It Is quite possible that with many of the most Ig­
norant this belief descends, and manifests itself in the form 
of idolatrous worship; the shadow, the external, be^ng wor­
shipped for the substance, the internal spiritual; but there is 
no doubt that this simple faith, handed down in the Church 
through so many ages. Is all powerful to bring that Divine 
Presence; “Ask and ye shall receive.” Is as true now as ever, 
and is the one only essential law in Spiritualism; seek God 
and you will find Him; seek spirl.s and they will come at 
your call; seek any gift whatever with simple faith, trust, and 
earnest effort, and your labor will be crowned with success 
according to your powers of reception. God gives himself <0
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M according to the measure of demand, and the power of 
deception; and His ministering spirits, filled with divine love, 
■d actuated by the divine helpful spirit of mercy, give too of 
their angelic gifts from Him according to the way in which 
we seek.

The Roman Catholic Church is full of such faith in al) its 
leachings and observances ; an actual presence is believed in 
at Jesus, Mary,.or the Saints ; and from the intense fervor of 
tins faith, and the ardent prayers offered up in these shrines, 
n actual ever-abiding presence is there, and is sensibly expe­
rienced by the spiritually minded, or those gifted with medial 
powers. It Is this indestructible spirit ever answering to 
earnest prayer which elevates into ecstasy, giving visions, or 
the power of performing what are called miracles; this ear­
nest faith acting uion susceptible minds subdues irreverence 
xxwrward respect, fascinates, enthrals, and finally converts. 
The soul within will some day, when circumstances arc favor- 
aWr, answer to the call—<“Man know thyself, that thou art a 
spirit—angel come, prepare thyself, and win thy birthright! ” 
And often do these favorable circumstances, aided by the । 
powerful spirit influences, find themselves ai the foot of Ro | 
wan. Catholic alt irs.

And so God will ever be with us if we build and prepare 
the shrine; even if it be only within our own hearts, with no 
external symbolic abiding-place, or if only in the simple bed 
zhamt»er. He will be there where we seek. In the temple 
of nature, by the roaring deep, or in the eloquent stillness of 
she forest, or mountain-top, or in crowds of human beings, 
who in another manner proclaim his greatness. But the pu- 

aes we keep our shrines, tlie more devout and fervent our 
powers, the more trusting and perfect our love, the more pow- 
aEfulty will the spirit presence of God and his angels be felt; 
ate we must not deny that presence to any of our brethren, 
even if they go not follow the paths we have chosen.

A medium may comment curiously upon the different sen- 
lotions awakened by the spiritual atmospheres of the different 
starches; and the question arises, why, in the vast temple of 
SL Peter’s, does one feel less disposed to piety, why does one 
Mil an atmosphere so disturbed, and in some respects painful, 
Act you would fancy yourself (if you closed your eyes) in a 
spot not devoted to the worship of God, and with clairvoyant 
team would dread the sight of some dark form representa 
Site of evil. You wonder the same heavenly calm, and sense 
•I often holiness in the place, does not descend upon your 
spirit as in other quieter and more secluded churches. There 
art altars as beautiful, which in statues and paintings appeal 
*s eloquently to the heart; the same divine voice calls out to 
jou from these altars; but you sadly feel yourself somehow 
tether off; you have a sensation of suffocation, heaviness of 
the limbs, and a feeling as if wrapt round, and compressed by 
myriads of spirits gathered like a dark cloud about you, from 
which, in the pauses of conversation, you send up ejaculatory 

payers for help, for light to see and know what it is ; and at 
tegth the majestic, radiant form of the faithful spirit-guardian 
stand* at your side, with the words, “I am come to relieve 
ywn, my child; you will suffer no more!" And afterwards 
■anjpkete peace, calm, easy breathing, and happiness are felt. 
Then the words come by the inner hearing to the mind, whilst 
the eye takes in the colossal beauties of this glorious house of 
God, and passes athwart the groups ef nondescript sightseers 
«f all nations and creeds. “You have felt the disturbing influ- 
•sces brought and left by the various-mibded visitors who en­
ter here as to a show place; many who have no respect, but 
teUr with bigoted prejudices, hatred and scorn of a faith to 
whose spiritual beauty they are blind; who keep their 
itenghts fixed upon the deformity of error, and forget the 
immutable truths underlying all forms of religion, and whose 
hearts are devoid of charity and brotherly love. There are 
asm*, devout worshippers and believers, but the greatest num- 
herof the dally visitors arc mere sight seers, and the atmos- 
^tentaf the place, to your spiritual senses, is disturbed as if 
fffcd-with. conflict and discord.”

Bui InSt John Laleran, as the heavy leathern curtain at 
•*" ^°°* drops behind you, all at once you feel shut into a 
cafe^ cool, placid spot, so quiet, so appeasing, so uplifting, 
tetri* might1 be the portico to heaven ; and you walk forward 
team,*unconsciously in reverential prayer. Faattieschndup- 
•B your soul heavenly feelings of wrapt worship, and, unable

to resist the impulse, you fall on your knees in the midst of a 
chanting group, who are following the priest in his white 
robes, attended by tovs also in white, and bearing lighted 
candles. There are poor old women and men in the group, 
the grand and richly-dressed are absent; and all are singing 
with simple fervor in the Latin tongue. You do not know 
what service it is, but, filled with reverential sympathy with 
these poor, devout worshippers, and overcome by the power­
ful spiritual influences of tlie place, you bow your head, and 
humbly pray to God to open the doors of heaven to you too. 
Is it strange that angel forms descend and wreathe them­
selves like celestial flowers in loving groups about the altar, 
whilst a glorious light beams from it, and that childlike forms, 
with happy smiles, descend the steps of the altar, and mingle 
With the worshipping groups Dearing various objects in their 
hands, typical of heavenly gifts, and come at length to your 
side loo, with sweet, loving looks, and you weep because of 
your great unworthiness — and in the midst of all seems to 
stand the gentle, meek Eternal One, with outstretched, bleed­
ing hands and thorn-crowned brow, andJs breathed over your 
heart, the words reach you — *Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden.” Your face is flooded with tears, 
for you think that in the sore trials of life you have wandered 
too far away from that gentle voice. Is this strange? Not 
strange in a place where a pure presence is invited by con­
stant earnest prayer, and an unchangeable faith, that it will 
be accorded. Tlie presence is not denied here any more 
than of old, in the temple of the Jews any more than to the 
faithful seeker anywhere ; whether in the prison cell, the bum­
ble cottage of the laborer, or the seance room in the house of 
a pious Spiritualist, set apart, and consecrated to the noise­
less visitors from the upper world. The place of worship, 
wherever it may be, is the gate of heaven on earth, wherein 
angels may meet with mortals, mingling with them in brother­
ly love, for holyand strengthening communion. And to whom­
soever is given the open vision, scenes of heavenly beauty 
and import may be revealed. Even in the disturbed atmos­
phere of St. Peter's, whose precincts become almost a pub­
lic highway for the i nnumerable visitors from all parts of the 
globe, and which encloses within Its walls almost a world, 
even here visions of beauty are not denied. The lovely ones 
who have earned their martyr crowns, may be seen transfig­
ured with the beauty of heaven, and take a delight, springing 
from heavenly love, in giving some spiritual gift of peace, 
comfort, tenderness, mercy or strength to the toiling brother 
or sister below, offering in simple faith a tearful request 
With loving tenderness, eager to help, the beautiful forms 
may be seen \ bending over and enveloping in celestial auras 
some poorly dressed man, or woman fled into the church for 
the rest pcpqe, quiet and refreshment denied in the crowded 
place of earthly toil. Beside these, stalely, proud-looking 
priests dad in purple—who cross the nave lo kiss the toe of 
the bronze statue of Peter sitting holding the keys, and who 
bend and kneel with dignified reverence before altar, and 
shrine, as if covering themselves with a glory in their church 
in the very face of denying strangers—beside these glide the 
beauteous forms of angel guardians, and attendant spirits; 
some firm and strong in bearing, with looks of angelic wis­
dom, as if they had fathomed the mysteries of the Universe, 
but with a calm, beautiful patience to bear with human weak­
ness. .Others of the softer feminine type, floating with a 
wreath-like gracefulness, and seeming to wrap themselves 
about their charges. On all sides, multiplied as frequently 
as space will permit, in every form of pictorial and statuesque 
representation, are images of the Saviour of man, in the vari­
ous incidents of His life on this planet, which to some men is 
a never-failing fountain of divine inspiration, and to others 
only a subject of learned disputation. Overwhelmingly do 
all these external symbols remind one of the ever-abiding 
presence of Jesus with those faithful unto Him; but like a 
mighty voice does His spirit-presence speak here to the soul ; 
and although we know that not here only, but everywhere 
may that presence be felt, yet it is delicious to feel it brought 
so sensibly to one as here in this vast temple dedicated to 
His praise and worship. Upraised on high, radiant, and with 
a lovely majesty, and gentle beneficence, surrounded by a 
glorious company of angels, He sheds down His divine Influ­
eaces, or sometimes descending passes through the groups.of
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worshippers, bestowing especial gifts; for the humanity i 
assumed as a garment to cover the divine glory, and enable 
the God-spirit to more nearly and intimately reach man; and 
thus at will may this glorious one come amongst us. Is not 
this true ?

Does not Spiritualism teach it ? That Spiritualism which 
is in all religions does, and the soul of man does. How many 
a poor dying soul cries out, “I see Jesus 1 " “Jesus has not 
forgotten me. He comes wilh His angels for my sou) I ” etc. 
Are these delusions?

Rome, March 16, 1877.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE UNITED STATES.
New York—Conference of Spiritualists.

At the Conference of the New York Spiritualists, Har­
vard Rooms, Cor. of 42nd Street and Sixth Avenue, last Sun­
day, Dr. White, in the chair, drew attention to the excellent 
reports in the Spiritual Scientist of what was said at these 
meetings, and said that persons who were absent last Sunday 
could always learn what was spoken by purchasing ihe Spir­
itual Scientist at the door.

[Some commotion was now caused by the opening speaker 
referring to some disturbance in the Blecker Street Univer- 
salist Church, in connection with the work of the devil and 
the nanie of Dr. McCarty. The Chair considered the remarks 
out of order as being personal. An effort was made to appeal 
from the decision of the chair, who decided such appeal to be 
out of order; there being by the rules no appeal from his de­
cision. Should his rulings be considered unwise, a new chair­
man could be put in his place at the end of the month, peace 
being thus restored.]

Mr. Hanaford said that last Sunday some gentleman, reply­
ing to his own statement that the unsanctifiea has no hope of 
future life, had quoted incorrectly the ideas of the author who 
said “There is a natural body and there Is a spiritual body." 
Paul practically asserts there are two entities. He does not 
assert as is held by all Spiritualists that there is but one body 
combining the spiritual and the physical. All bodies are 
“souls,” in the Scripture language, ana after the death of these 
souls or bodies, from the righteous ones God will cause to 
spring a new being; a spiritual body. That is Paul’s teach­
ing. Mr. Farnsworth said if a spiritual body should be made 
and not have previously existed as an inherent principle in 
the human body, then, there would be a separate creation. It 
would be another being and not the resurrected person. The 
question wilh us to-day is not so much what Paul thought or 
taught on this subject, as what is the truth about it He had 
experience in the matter. His own body was lying exhausted 
in New Hampshire when he fell to musing about a choir with 
which he should have met that evening in New York, when 
suddenly he saw the choir and heard what passed. He was 
not dreaming. Subsequently two persons told him they saw 
him at the meeting. That would suit the case of Dr. Lewis, 
who would call it his double, but it would also shew that we 
had within, or with our physical bodies a spiritual body. It is 
a matter or easy proof and of common observation at this 
day.

Dr. Hallock said in the early days of spirit communion and 
of this conference, Dr. Gray had a patient in Jersey City, 
about whom he was anxious. Home was then their medium, 
and Dr. Gray asked his spirit control or “familiar spirit" 10 
see how the patient was. It replied through Homes’ organ­
ism, “1 will try." Then the character of the manifestations 
changed. They became physical. Among these was the lift­
ing of a table on which sat himself, John Oddie and Professor 
Mapes, their united weight being over six hundred pounds. 
Just as the seance broke up the “familiar spirit” reported and 
said, “Your patient thinks you were present, and you will get 
a letter to-morrow saving he is better.” Next morning he 
went to Dr. Gray’s office and a letter came from the patient’s 
brother saying Ihe patient appeared to be better, but there 
was one bad sign, that he persisted in saying that “Dr. Gray 
had been present and had left without speaking, which was 
just like him,” and they feared the patient's mind was disor­
dered; otherwise he seemed better.

Dr. Hallock continuing said Spiritualists use the Bible as 
corroboration only, while “the orthodox” use it as authority. 
What authority does he want on a subject which he has view­
ed with his own eyes. He has seen the natural body and he 
has seen the spiritual body. What can the authority of Paul 
or the Bible add to that for him ? or why quote Paul against 
him? It is only a preposition in the matter of translation, as 
has been shown by Mr. Farnsworth, which separates us Spir­
itualists from the Orthodox; whether it is the resurrection of 
the dead or from the dead that is discussed.

Mrs. Kerns said if there is not a Spiritual body within the 
natural, why can mediums see and hear what transpires thou­
sands of miles away, as is and long has been done ? Theolo­
gians say man must have faith that there will be life hereaf­
ter, but Spiritualism shows him he does live hereafter. She

would challenge Messrs. Beecher and Hepworth to go into 
the pulpit wilh her and give to their audiences as convincing 
proofs and demonstrations of future life as she would give. 
She defies them to prove the fact ______

Mr. Billings said we shall not know the real meaning and 
purport of the Bible till il is translated by a disinterested par­
ty. By a Hindoo, perhaps. Surely Dr. Hallock’s testimony 
outweighs Paul's. The truth is, there is no death. Nol of 
matter any more than of spirit It is change wilh both. That 
is all.

Mr. Hanaford quoted the Bible to show that the-human 
body was a machine formed of clay, and intb that God breath­
ed life, and that the combination became “a living soul.” 
That was the Bible use of the word and definition of the body, 
soul and spirit were not interchangable terms in the Bible.

Judge Culver said he took orthodoxy in the natural way, for 
his father and grandfather were Orthodox clergymen. The 
difficulty with the orthodox coming on this platform is that 
the authority they quote is not recognized here. They but 
waste their words. Besides, their authority is an arsenal 
which has shots for all speakers. Jesus clearly believed that 
in thirty-three years ihe Kingdom of Heaven was to be inau­
gurated on earth. So did his immediate followers. But It 
has not come yet, nor has he come physically as they expect­
ed. Paul was an extravagant fellow, and he appealed to ev­
ery woman to decide if he was not unsound on one point, at 
least r

Dr. White said—Creation 1 What is it ? Where, when and 
how begun ? If friend Hanaford would read “The World’s 
Sixteen Crucified Saviours,” he would perceive the crucifixion 
of Jesus was not the only point in history, nor did it stand 
alone. And the Bible was not the only source of light It 
was of no consequence to him wliat was the origin of the spe­
cies whctbei from dust or a tadpole. Whoever his progeni­
tors were he is what he is; and glories in his capacity for en­
joyment. There are many theories clinging around spiritual 
philosophy difficult to-explain. How could Mr. Farnsworth’s 
clothing be made visible in New York wilh his person while 
both were in New Hampshire ? It is senseless to doubt the 
possibility. It is a case we have not the solution of. Spirit­
ualism may have it in reserve for the future. Spirits under­
stand it. Who shall explain it to us ? One can see what 
vast problems spirits have lo grapple wilh.

Boston.— RuadlnE* and Discussion* un Spiritual Sclrnoo.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten being engaged to lecture be­
fore the Free Religious Society oi Providence, R. I., last 
Sunday night, her usual-Readings and Discussions on Spirit­
ual Science al New Era Hall were changed into a conference 
presided over by Dr. Gardner, and largely attended by the 
habiluees ot these interesting meetings. The subject, ‘‘East 
Indian Magic," had been by unanimous desire adjourned from 
last Sunday evening, and the discussion included a consider­
ation of ihe powers of mind and body, evoked by the magnet­
ic practices and wonderful achievements described in Mr*. 
Britten’s readings from Art Magic, as common to East In­
dian Extatics.

Dr. Gardner related a number ot bis own interesting expe­
riences in animal magnetism, and contributed many instruc­
tive (deas on the potencies and possibilities to be evolved 
from mesmerism.

Miss Doten made some excellent and eloquent remarks on 
the new unfoldments that were constantly being made in Spir­
itual Science, urging upon her hearers the study of a higher 
and grander phase of spiritual power, within each one’s,na­
ture, than the mere automatic obscrvance.of spiritual phenom­
ena, for which neither cause nor philosophy had yet been dis­
covered. Her remarks were listened to with profound atten­
tion.

Mr. Wetherbee gave some startling suggestions on the 
subject of spiritual forces and their increasing operation upon 
us in the form of involuntary chords of association, with his 
usual happy method of conveying philosophy in the garb of 
pleasant humor. Mr. Wetherbee fully realized Mrs. Brittens’ 
idea that “his words were sugar coaled medicants of no light 
value."

Mr. Burke expressed his entire satisfaction wilh the con­
duct of these Sunday evening readings and discussions. He 
said that “Art Magic,” the book from which Mrs. Britten 
drew her subjects, was full of most valuable ideas, as she In­
terpreted them, and under the illumination of her genius really 
assumed all the startling and provocative food for thought she 
claimed for it He gave in bls entire acquiescence to the use 
and interest of those meetings. Several other remarks perti­
nent to the subject were made, and Dr. Gardner justified the 
character of his veteran service in the cause of Spiritualism, 
by his able conduct of the meeting and an excellent closing 
summary.

Much regret was felt at Mrs. Britten's absence, but ample 
compensation was made by the talent dieplayed by the vari­
ous speakers of the evening.
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MORALITY AS TAUGHT BEFORE THE CHRISTIAN 
ERA.

BY A. V. D.

The various moral maxims, which have been taught Jby 
Christian divines are but an echo ol the teachings of men 
who lived ages before Christianity was promulgated. Never 
woo a statement more unfounded than that the purest moral­
ly is to be found only in the Bible.

The teachings of the old Greek philosophers are almost 
identical with those taught in the “New Testament.” Even 
among the ancient Persians and Hindoos are beautiful pre­
cepts, which Challenge comparison with any of the “inspised 
morals.” While such sentiments as the following are to be 
found in the writings of a people whom Christians look" upon 
with contempt, is It not absurd to preach that “without the 
Bible we should have no idea of right and wrong ? "

“Never to hear patiently of evil, nor to spare that which is 
mischievous and wicked j utter no lies; practice no prevari­
cation or hypocrisy, use no deceit or over-reaching in trade or 
dealing; never oppress the weak and humble, nor offer any 
violence to your neighbor; keep your hand from pilfering 
and theft, and in no way whatever injure a fellow-creature.”

What religious creed teaches anything better or purer than 
these precepts, written centuries before the “Christian Era?”

Thales, one of the founders of the Grecian schools of phil­
osophy, was born 640 years B. C. He was well versed in 
astronomy and mathematics. His moral doctrines were cxcel- 
Bam The “Golden Rule," taught so many years after by 
Gbnfucius, is found In his writings. His words are : 
►"“Avoid doing what you would blame others for doing; 
Know thyself; Let your study be to correct the blemishes of 
the mind rather than those of the face; Stop the mouth of 
slander; Enrich not thyself by unjust means; Be equally 
mindful of friends, present and absent; What thou bestowest 
00 thy parents, thou shalt receive from thy children in thine 
«Jd age."

The following is his definition of human happiness ; “Sound 
health, moderate fortune, and a mind well stored with knowl­
edge ; these are the grand ingredients of happiness."

Piltacus, another distinguished author of antiquity from 
whom I shall quote, flourished about 570 years before Christ 
His teachings were identical with those of Thales :

“Avoid doing that to your neighbor which you would take 
amiss if he were to do it to you; Whatever you do, do it 
well; Never boast of your plans before they are executed, for 
fear of ridicule and disappointment to which you will be ex­
posed if you do not accomplish them."

Chilo, another wise man, onc of the “Seven," was a Spar­
tan, a man of the most rigid integrity. He lived 542 years 
B. C. Here is what he teaches :

•“Honest toss is preferable to shameful gain;" a maxim 
that might be of service to many church members of the pres­
ent day; “Think before you speak; Never ridicule the unfor­
tunate.”

Clcobulus, another of the “seven wise men," taught similar 
doctrines, viz. :

“Love your enemies; Be kind to your friends, that they 
may continue such, and to your enemies, that they may be­
come your friends; Be more desirous to hear than to speak; 
Avoid excess, etc.” He lived 570 years B. C.

One hundred and seventy years after came Socrates, a 
model of virtue and wisdom, idolized by his pupils, loved and 
esteemed by his friends. No one can read unmoved, even 
at the present day, the account of his cruel death. This is 
what a ctlebrated divine says of him; “A man whose pene- 
txaLing judgment, exalted virtue and liberal spirit, united with 
exemplary integrity and purity of manners, entitled him to 
t&e highest distinction among ancient philosophers. He 
taught that,

“True felicity is not to be derived from external posses- 
stows, but from wisdom, which consists in the knowledge and 
practice of virtue ; That the cultivation of virtuous manners 
is necessarily attended with pleasure, as well as profit; That 
Ae honest man alone is happy, and that It is absurd to sepa­
rate things which in nature arc so closely united as virtue 
and interest; The wealth of a covetous man is likothc-sub 
after it is set — it cheers nobody; Believe not those who 
praise all your actions, but those who reprove your faults." 
Kind anything in the Holy Scriptures more beautiful.

The maxims of Confucius are familiar to most thinkers, so, 
I will quote only one or two:

“Acknowledge thy benefits by the return of other benefits 
but never revenge injuries ; * Wouldst thou learn to die well ? 
learn first to live well; Eat not for the pleasure thou mayst 
find therein; eat to increase thy strength; eat to preserve 
the life which thou hast received from Heaven.”

Such are thc sentiments of the great and good men who 
Jived thousands of years before Christianity was promulgated.” 
Are they surpassed by any of the Bible moralists? In the 
words of one familiar with the writings of the most ancient 
authors,

“If morality and Christianity, however, be one and tlie 
same, or things inseparable, how were societies formed, gov­
ernments established, and nations raised to power and glory 
before Jesus Christ.was born, and the glad tidings of his gos­
pel proclaimed ? Upon what principle was socletv regulated 
during the thousands of years which this globe rolled through 
the fields of space, in its appointed circuit around the glorious 
luminary, the centre of our system, before the revelarton of 
Christianity was made ? Was there no morality in ihc days 
of Homer's heroes, amongst whom were some of the most 
glorious characters ever described in any work of fact or im­
agination ? Was there no morality in those heroic ages, or 
were the sages and chiefs of the Iliad, the Odyssy and the 
/Eniad, ideal models of human excellence, the fanciful crea­
tions of the immortal bards of Greece and Rome ? "

Hew York, Feb., 1877.
• Malt, j: 4L Luka 6; 2 7,28.

ACIDITY OF THE GASTRIC JUICE IN MAN.
Dr. Charles Richet read a paper before the French Acad 

emy of Sciences recently, In which he treated of the acidity 
of the gastric juice in man. For some time Prof. Vcrneuil 
had a young patient under his care, who labored under the 
strange affection of having his oesophagus, or upper extremity 
of the alimentary canal, so contracted as to render the passage 
not only of food or drink, but even of an instrument quite 
impossible. The Professor had recourse to gastrotomy, an 
operation until then considered mortal, but which In this case 
succeeded perfectly. An incision made in thc stomach, and 
kept open artificially, has been transformed into a regular fis­
tula, through which food and drink are administered ; and in 
this state the young man not only lives, but is a useful ser­
vant of the hospital. Dr. Richet, having devoted particular 
attention to this subject, and examined the working of the 
stomach day by day, through the fistula in question, last week 
communicated the results obtained to the Academy. They 
are as follows; (1) The average acidity of gastric juice, wheth­
er pure or mixed with food, is equal to 1.7 grammes of hydro­
chloric acid per ipoo of liquid. It has never been observed 
to be lower than ok or higher than 3.2. (2.) The quantity of 
liquid contained in the stomach exercises no influence on its 
acidity, which remains nearly invariable, whether thc stomach 
he empty or filled with aliment (3.) Wine and alcohol in 
crease thc acidity of tlie stomach ; cane-sugar diminishes it. 
(4.) If acid or alkaline liquids be injected, the gastric ones 
tend rapidly to resume their normal acidity, so that, about an 
hour after the injection, the stomach has regained its average 
acidity. (5.) The gastric juice is more acid during digestion 
than before or after. (6.) There is a slight increase of acidity 
toward the end ot digestion. (7 ) Thc sensations of hunger 
and thirst do not depend cither on thc slate of acidity or on 
that of vacuity of the stomach. Such arc the results as to 
acidity, but there arc a few others of some interest. Thus 
ftcula, fat and meat stay in thc stomach for three or four 
hours, milk is digested in the course of an hour-and-a-half; 
waler and alcohol are absorbed much faster, In the course of 
from 35 to 45 minutes. Food Is not transmitted to the pylo­
rus successively, but all in a block.

AN IOWA RAT STORY.
The Des Moines (Iowa) Register of the 12th Inst, tells this 

story: “ During the last cold spell a man in the northern part 
of the city went to a wardrobe to get some things, and while 
rummaging about observed a rat frozen stiff. (Not thinking 
he threw it on his bed, which was near by, and went away 
leaving it there, having forgotten ii. After the man had gone 
to bed the rat commenced to move around, the warmth of the 
bed having revived it. After navigating around, awhile It 
espied thc man’s toe and began lo nibble ii. This nibble his 
friends think, will cost him dearly, for inflammation has set 
in, and there is pretty good prospect ol the man losing his toe, 
if not his foot.”
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THE BLANDFORD GOLD MINE.
HOW rr WAS DISCOVERED axd is operated BY SPIRITS.

There having been much rain speculation and comment 
regarding the prosecution of the Blandford mining operations 

th® P35* two years, it b^ been deemed that wisdom 
and justice demanded a plain statement of facts connected 
with it, from the first inception to the present time, for pub­
lic information. The evidence of any known results, either in 
thc world of mind or matter, which underlie thc superstruc­
ture of human life and action, must ever be the guide in arriv­
ing at cort£p| conclusions, even to the unseen and unknown, 
rhe following statement bears evidence for its truthfulness, 
if human testimony can be relied on, with proof at band to 
fully substantiate it

On the night of March 31, 1875, a vision appeared to Dr. 
George W. Frost while entranced, in which he was shown 
certain landmarks, wilh full directions for finding them, the 
result predicted being the location of a gold and silver mine. 
But little attention was given it by Dr. Frost, but upon its 
again appearing the next night he casually spoke of it to Mr. 
Dana Reed, one of his many callers, who, having his curiosity 
excited, proposed an investigation. Dr. Frost did not enter­
tain the idea, but upon a reappearance the following afternoon, 
identical in nature wilh former visions, he yielded to thc ear­
nest solicitations of Mr. Reed, and preparations were at once 
made to test its reality by following the directions given. 
Accordingly a day was set, fishing-rods and tackle procured, 
ostensibly to go fishing, but really to locate a gold mine, as 
will be proven. Here follow the directions : Taking the cars 
of the Boston and Albany railroad at Sprirtgfield, going west 
to the fourth station, there leaving the train, to follow the rail­
road track to a certain gate-post, called “the world’s-fair gate­
post,” then up the mountain to an old cellar at thc junction of 
two wood roads, thence to an old wooden bridge across a 
mountain brook, from thence to an old sycamore tree at thc 
right, thence to a bridge crossing another brook, up the moun 
tain to its summit From this point, the party came to an old 
town road leading north by the east side of an old barn, then 
down to an old mill privilege, near by which stand three old 
buildings, two houses and a barn, and not far distant, the 
ruins of a mill dam. After passing up the brook to a point of 
rapids, thc party were 'ordered to diverge and proceed to a 
large tree standing alone, thence directly to a hemlock tree, 
it being the point named for the excavation. 1 he landmarks 
were all found to correspond with the vision, and can now be 
seen as here described, neither Dr. Frost nor Mr. Reed hav­
ing ever before been within several miles of this locality. Mr. 
Reed had great faith, and proposed to unite it with works, 
and, upon laying the matter before Mr. Galen Ross, they 
joined, leased the land, and began to work.

In addition to all this, the different strata of rock have been 
given in advance, from time to time, with many other details, 
all of which have proved correct As means have been need­
ed to carry forward thc work, one after another has joined, 
furnishing all that has been necessary, it having been worked 
continuously except in thc winter, up to thc time of closing 
the shaft last lall. The shaft is about loo feet deep by nearly 
10 feet square, the north wall being for a great portion of the 
distance nearly perpendicular and about as smooth as a plas­
tered wall. Several thousand dollars have already been 
expended, and recently a company has been formed under the 
name of “The Blandford Mining Company,” representing an 
unlimited capital of fifty thousand dollars, which has bought 
about 200 acres of land, on which the shaft is located, and xs 
soon as the proper machinery can be procured, the further 
prosecution of this wonderful enterprisewill be carried for­
ward. In brief it may now be stated, to verify the above, that 
before closing work a vein of gold and silver bearing quartz 
was struck, specimens of which have been assayed by compe­
tent authority, yielding over $2000 to thc ton, which, with thc 
fact that gold and silver grow richer as advance is made 
inspires the hope of reaping a rich reward for the labor and, 
investment In addition, other valuable minerals have been 
found in large quantities, used in thc manufacture of crock­
ery and porcelain, also the best kind of mineral fertilizer.

As there are many theories in regard to the discovery of 
hidden wealth by clairvoyance or otherwise, the laws control­
ling being little understood, would it not be wisdom for peo­

ple lo inform themselves more fully as to what is truth before 
crying “humbug ’ ” We simply state facts as they have beet 
presented lo our senses and reason. When wc say that this 
power of unseen intelligence, acting through thc organism of 
Dr. Frost, was always claimed lo be “Old Hill,” a living en­
tity and "formerly a California miner, and has been the direct 
ing power even to the choosing officers of the company ui 
the selection of the person to write this article, and, as a part 
of the plan was ever expressed thc desire that, if great wealth 
were secured, a portion of it should be devoted to thc aid and 
support of the indigent and poor of earth — certainly a most 
humanitarian object, — wc make this honest admission wxk 
pleasure, resting it there, and expect every one will draw then- 
own conclusions in accordance with, or against the facts, 
which are stubborn things. Thc officers of the company are: 
C. 1. Leonard of Springfield, President; Dana Reed of Rus­
sell, Vice-President; Galen Ross of Springfield, Treasurer 
H. Houghton of Russell, Secretary.

We, the undersigned, truly certify that, according to our 
best knowledge and belief, thc foregoing statement is In every 
respect true.

NEW BOOKS.
“An Analysis of Religious Belief’ by Viscount Ambcrly, pub­

lished by D. M. Bennett, 141 Eight Street, New York.
This book is a valuable compendium of matters pertaining 

to religious faiths and practices in all ages and nations. Iu 
object is to show that all religions possess characteristics it 
common, and that Christianity, which is believed by so many 
to be the religion, is but one of many others which have arise* 
in the world adapted to thc people and the times among who* 
and when they originated. Thc preface says:

“The first book will deal mainly wilh Belief. Its object wit. 
be, by a comparison of some of the various creeds that are, or 
have been accepted by men, to discover thc general charac­
teristics of belief, and to separate them from the more special 
and distinctive elements peculiar to given limes, districts and 
races. • • • In the second book we shall proceed to investi­
gate the nature of Faith. We shall endeavor to 1 y bare the 
foundation of the vast superstructure of theology and ritual 
erected by the piety of thc human race.” ‘

Book the First accordingly treats of internal manifestationr 
of religious sentiment, and is divided into two parts. First 
part, “Means of communication upwards,” through “conse­
crated actions, places, objects, persons, mediators." Second 
part, means of communication downwards. Classification, 
“Holy events, places, objects, orders, persons or prophets.”

The work evidences much research, and cannot fail to be 
of interest to all readers jn search of truth in the mailers of 
which it treats. The style is clear and vigorous, and as every­
thing is fairly stated without undue bias, no offence is given, 
and nothing said to excite the prejudice of candid minded 
religious people.

The volume derives additional Interest from the fact tha 
the father of the author, Earl Russell, better known as Lore , 
John Russell, at the lime of Viscount Amberly’s death, about 
a year ago, endeavored to prevent its publication. Earl Rus­
sell Is a staunch churchman and has distinguished himself ia 
former times as the champion of English Protestantism; hit 
course, therefore, can readily be understood. Better counsels, 
however, prevailed, and the world is indebted to Lady Russell, 
the author’s mother, for the publication of the book. Mi. 
Bennett has done a good thing in republishing it in this coun­
try, and at a cheap price, and his enterprise should be reward­
ed by a large circulation. Liberals cannot do better than sent 
for a copy.
“A Southerner among the Spirits," by Mrs. Mary Dana 

Shindler; published by the Southern Baptist Publication 
Society, Memphis, Tenn.
This little w >rk gives in a concise form the experiences of 

a lady, the widow of an Episcopal clergyman. Receiving evi­
dences of spirit communlon*ln her own locality, she set out 
on a tour of investigation, and visited most of the mediums of 
celebrity. The volume will pay for perusal, and gives an ex.- 
ccllent idea of the mediumship of those who were visited 
among whom are Mrs. Thayer, the Eddys, Mr. Mansfield and 
Mrs. Miller of Memphis. The writer is evidently an intelli­
gent lady, and records in a readable and interesting style 
what she witnessed, which established in her mind the realise 
of the great truth she set out in quest of.
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TO THOSE WHO READ AND DON’T PAY 
We want to say a few words. From information we re­
ceive, we estimate that there must be several thousands 
•ver the country who are very fond of reading the Spir­
itual Scientist, but who don’t want to pay for it. They 
depend upon borrowing it. This is hardly fair to the 
persons who pay for the paper, or to ourselves. Those 
who pay for it often want to keep it by them so as to 
have it to show to friends when they call in, and the 
practice is depriving us of the very assistance we so 
greatly need to meet the expenses we cannot avoid in­
curring. It is often the case that one Spiritual Scientist 
has to do duty for a whole neighborhood, and goes from 
house to house until it is about worn out. That is well 
enough in one point of view, but not in another. The 
■umber who are willing to pay us is too small to make 
the running of the business pleasant and comfortable. 
The support we receive is hardly adequate to the outlays 
that we have to make. In justice, those who are edified 
and instructed by the paper we print are in duty bound 
to contribute somewhat towards paying the expenses of 
it If every person who reads ’he paper regularly would 
pay his little two dollars and a half a year to the publish­
er, it would help him out amazingly to enable him to 
issue more reading matter an$ to do more towards 
spreading truth over the land. Friends, don’t cheat the 
overworked and underpaid editor and publisher of the 
Spiritual Scientist out of the pittance he is justly entitled 
to. He needs more help than he receives. Let every 
person who likes to read his paper feel willing to pay for 
if If they cannot send in the price for a year they cer­
tainly can for five months—one dollar. Friends, if you 
will all make up your minds to do this it will be a great 
benefit to us—just try it once.

MATERIAL GOLD AND SPIRITUAL TREAS­
URES.

The statements concerning the Blandford Gold Mine 
should not tempt people to place implicit trust in what 
the spirits say in regard to these matters. Where there 
is one success there are many failures. Now that the 
mine has been struck, it will do no harm to give credit 
to whoever it may belong, whether it be a spirit in or out 
of the body. If, however, it had proved a failure, and 
the trumpets had been blown in advance, there would 
have been no end to the ridicule that would have heaped 
upon the projectors of the enterprise. The opinion of 
a spirit out of the body is entitled to the same amount 
of respect as that of one in the body; if either the one 
or the other shall have been proved to be worthy of cre­
dence, after due trial, then it follows their ^statements 
have greater weight than those of a stranger.

In the case of the Blandford Mine, the motive of the 
communicating spirit was a good one, and it is to be

hoped that its wishes may be heeded as closely as its di­
rections were followed in attaining the promised results. 
As a general rule, men are more apt to seek the advice 
of spirits concerning the making of money than in its 
disposition. Whatever comes to them is accepted ; but 
they do not regard it as talents entrusted to their care 
for which, at some time, they will be held responsible. 
Experience is teaching, and with forcible lessons, that 
those who are faithful to the spirit-world shall receive 
their reward; while those who are false to their trust 
will find their path thickly sown with thorns. Let men 
heed the exhortations of the higher spirits, and they will 
strike a gold mine whose treasures are inexhaustible ; 
and though not material, its coin will pass through all 
eternity. —

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM?
That Spiritualism, through the errors of some -of its 

leaders and adherents has been degraded into a syno­
nym for signs and wonders is an affirmation that has 
been often made in these columns; as a partial proof of 
the assertion we quote from an editorial on the subject 
in the Burlington (Iowa) Daily Hawk-eye, which says;

“There is scarcely any branch of the Christian Church but 
teaches the doctrine ol a future state and the “ministering of 
souls." This is not a doctrine peculiar to “Spiritualism' 
proper. The latter teaches that disembodied souls may re­
turn to earth and assume materialized forms, tangible to the 
ordinary senses ol the living, and that they can communicate 
by voice, by writing and by signals. It is this distinctive fea­
ture of Spiritualism which has failed to make any permanent 
impression upon cither the culture or the average common 
sense of the world, and which for a quarter of a century or 
more has utterly failed to avail itself ol some of the most di­
rect and palpable methods of demonstrating its own truthful­
ness. There never has been any such demonstration made 
ax that pointed out in our former editorial, and never will be. 
And yet Spiritualism claims such a test is perfectly possible 
and practicable, and easy to make. If it were possible, it 
would be done, and thus vindicate the new doctrine. It nev­
er has been done, and hence Spiritualism stands to-day as it 
has for twenty-five years, challenged by the average common 
sense of men to verify its pretensions; and they have failed 
to do it."

The Hawk-Eye is evidently a liberal paper and makes 
the statement in good faith, actually believing it. The 
philosophy is entirely ignored. Spiritualism is materiali­
zation — and this from an editor of a leading daily. 
When will Spiritualists be sufficiently organized to tell 
the world whatx Spiritual ism is and what it is not ? Many 
are seeking to know; where are the teachers?

JFASSED TO SPIRIT LIFE.
Passed to spirit life, from Springfield, Mass., on Saturday' 

morning, April 14, Mrs. Susan C Williams, wife of H. S. 
Williams, of Boston ; aged fifty years. •

Thus has a long and painful sickness, which from its in­
ception baffled the skill of many excellent physicians, and 
wore out the patient even under the best nursing and kindest 
care, terminated in the liberation of a spirit who during her 
earthlyjifc has made many friends, and contributed her share 
to the aid and comfort of others. Always liberal in her relig 
ious views, she came in due time to share with her husband 
the cheering and rational faith of Spiritualism. Of excellent 
judgment, genial with her friends and practical in her benev­
olence, she was highly esteemed by her associates, and espec­
ially in Boston by the members of the Spiritualist Laaies’ 
Aid Society, of which she was for two years president A 
beautiful floral wreath forwarded by the ladies of this society, 
to adorn the casket, and cheer with the pure and exquisite 
symbolism of flowers the occasion of her burial, seemed fitly 
to express the sweet and gracious friendships she had Inspired.

The funeral services, attended by relatives and a large com­
pany of her Spiritualist friends, at the house of Bro. E. W. 
Dickinson, at Springfield, was rather the joyous celebration 
of a spirit’s-birth into the higher life, than an occasion of 
mourning and gloom. A prolusion of flowers were beautifully 
arranged around the body and upon the casket, wh ich rested 
in the midst of a circle of familiar friends and acquaintances. 
A quartet of voices sang appropriate spiritual songs. Dr. 
Storer read selections from a poem by Gerald Massey; Ce­
phas B. Lynn offered a tender, calm and inspiring invocation, 
and remarks full of spiritual consolation ana the holy influ-
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enccs of the higher life, were made by Dr. H. B. Storer and 
Mrs. Sarah A. Byrnes. The body was conveyed to Jewett 
City, Conn., for burial.

SELECTIONS FROM A POEM BY GERALD MASSEY, READ BY DR. 
H. B. STORES.

The best her life could grow on earth, is given ;
The rest can ripen till we meet in heaven.
And life is all the sweeter that she lived,
And all she loved more sacred for her sake; 
And Death is all the brighter that she died, 
And Heaven is all the happier that she’s there.

The form we sow in weakness, hath been raised in power;
A palace of pleasure for a prison of pain.
The beauty other nature that wc felt
Is featured in the shape she weareth now !
The same kind face, but changed and glorified;
From Life’s unclouded summit it looks back, 
And sweetly smiles at all the sorrows past. 
With such a look as taketh away grief; 
No longer pale, and there Is no more pain. 
Her face is rosed with Heaven’s immortal bloom. 
For she hath found the land of Health at last; 
The One Physician who can cure all ills.

• •••««
So one by one the dearJoved faces fade ;
Hands wave their iast farewell, while beckoning us 
Across the river all must pass alone.
We stand and gaze upon their shining tra-k, 
Until the two worlds mingle in ^mi>L 
And the two lives arc molten into one;
Familiar things grow phantom-like, remote ;
Things visionary draw familiar near;
The picture that we gaze on seems the Real, 
Looking at us, and we the Shadows that pass.

Blessed are they whose treasures arc in Heaven !
Let us press forward to their summit ot life, 
Who have ceased to pant for breath and won their Rest; 
And there Is no more parting, no more pain !

Wc shall publish next week an article from Prof. S. B. 
Brittan, being “An Answer to an open letter from Rev. 
J. E. Bruce, published in the Spiritual Scientist of April 
nineteenth.’’

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
The reported petrification of the body of General Wash­

ington is denied on what appears to be good authority.
The Jamestown (N. Y ) Journal reports that a dove entered 

the Baptist Church in Farmersville, Cattaraugus County, dur­
ing the sermon a few Sundays ago, and perched on the pulpit, 
where it remained during the services. Then it accompanied 
the congregation to a creek where some new' converts were 
baptized, and followed the people back to the church again.

The true mission of Spiritualism—and it is a great and 
magnificent mission—is it to recall to the knowledge, and re­
store to the consciousness of mankind, the Christian faith, 
with all its divine and supernatural power. Its business is to 
exhibit the reality of its connection with God and His angels, 
with the life and spirit of the Divine World, and to open our 
earth-dimmed eyes to perceive all the wealth of celestial wis­
dom in the Christian revelation.— William Howitt.

The stockholders of the Onset Bay Grove Association, 
with their friends, will make an excursion to their grounds at 
East Wareham, Mass., on Thursday, May 3, leaving the Old 
Colony depot at 8 o’clock. Tickets will be furnished by the 
association for the low price of one dollar the round trip to all 
who apply in advance of the date to H. S. Williams, president, 
24 Temple Place, Boston. Operations on the first buildings 
will be commenced and the deeds passed to the owners of lots 
that have been and may be then selected. No lots are to be 
transferee until then ; but several contracts for cottages have 
been signed, and it is probable that before dedication day, 
which will be some time in early June, a dozen or more sub­
stantial buildings will be erected.
* The materialization phenomena are claimed by some 
Spiritualists to be in the regular order of development of a 
medium( who will commence with raps, then movement of 
solid objects, then direct spirit voice, then materialization In 
the dark, followed by partial and full forms in the light This 
may be true in some cases ; but in Boston, in times past, the 
blushing honors of materialization have been thrust upon the 
public without the preliminary raps. The raps came when the 
mmivj eptrandi was made plain.

Some twenty years ago, from his pulpit in Music Hall, 
Boston, Theodore Parker said of Spiritualism, or “Spiritism,”

as he termed it: “This belief,without priests, without creeds, 
without churches, without any established form of worship or 
teachers, entering silently every pathway of life, piercing every 
department of science, of literature, of religion, is destined to 
be the religion of the future.” '

Nitrous oxide was once administered to Sir Humphrey 
Davy, the accomplished chemist and physicist at the Royal 
Institution; he says that his thoughts began to flow with 
lightning-like rapidity, many of the deepest secrets of nature 
were unveiled to his view, and problems which had long per­
plexed him were solved. He exclaimed, “Nothing exists but 
ideas.” Gradually he returned to his normal condition; all 
that had been revealed lo him in a state of supersensuous 
perception faded from his waking memory, leaving for this 
lower world but the single utterance, “Nothing exists but 
ideas.”

They can’t import a Hindu Fakir in whom occult mystery 
is native, because he cannot cross the Kala Pawnee, (black 
water) without losing his caste, than which he would sooner 
loose his life—so says Rev. Thomas Colley of England.------  
The first harmonial society of Spiritualists of Memphis, 
Tenn., have fitted up hall in fine style, where they have services 
every Sabbath morning and afternoon. Mrs. Hawks, a highly 
gifted meaium, gives inspirational lectures, and occasionally 
is engaged for an address.

Mlts. Britten will resume her readings and discussions at 
New Era Hall next Sunday evening, April 30th, when the 
subject announced is “Magic in Egypt and Judea"—a fruitful 
theme.

BANKING IN ANCIENT ASSYRIA.
Among the many thousand tablets brought to London from 

Babylon by the late Mr. George Smith, nearly al! refer to the 
history of banking in antiquity. These tablets relate to a 
banking house that traded under the firm of • Egibi and Son." 
It flourished in Babylon between the first year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, 600 years before Jesus Christ, and the end 
of that of Darius Hyslaspos, 485 years before our era. It 
seems the chief business of the house consisted in lending 
money, for the tablets mention such operations effected on 
movable securities at a certain percentage; but mortgages 
were by no means unknown, for they contain instances of sums 
lent on land or houses for a stated period, with very circum­
stantial particulars and surveys accompanying the documents. 
There are also sales of real property mentioned, (in one the 
plan of the land sold is annexed,) and also the sale of slaves. 
It appears that during the first year of the reign of Nebuchad­
nezzar Egibi retired from business, and that his grandson, 
Sula, the son of Ziruchin, became the director or chief of the 
firm. He performed the duties of that office until the twenty- 
third year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. In the fifteenth 
year of that monarch’s government, Sula went into partnership 
with his son Nabu-Akhi-Idin, who, on his father’s death, be­
came the chief of the firm, and continued so until tbe twelfth 
year of the reign of Nabonidus. In the eight year of that 
Prince’s reign, Nabu-Akhi-Idin took his son, Ittl-Marduk- 
Baladhu, into partnership. This young man succeeded his 
father in due time, and remained the chief of the company 
during the reign of Nabo-Nabonldas, and during those of 
Cyrus and Cambeses. His son, Marduk-Nazir-Ablu, suc­
ceeded him in the second year of Darius. Some of the tablets 
are checks, receipts and other similar documents.

A correspondent from Providence writes that Barney 
Hall, where The Free Religious Society hold their meetings, 
was densely packed with the intelligence and “aristocracy” of 
the city, to hear the spirit medium. Emma Hardinge Britten ; 
and the contrast between her burning utterances and the drv 
written essays usually delivered from that platform, was felt 
manifestly by a‘l present

Though Ine discourse lasted for an hour and a half, and 
many were standing, not a foot moved or a sound was heard 
to interrupt the clear ring of the speaker’s voice, till the last 
word was pronounced, when a loud and irresistible burst of 
applause testified how warmly the “Free Religionists” appre­
ciated the remarkable improvisation they had been listening 
to. Mrs Britten was not suffered to depart without a prom­
ise to deliver another lecture in that hall before the close of 
the Society’s sessions, and a large company of the most dis­
tinguished literary lights of the audience called on the speak­
er during the evening to express their deep interest and sym­
pathy in the “brilliant effort” they had listened to.

So the work goes on, and so conservatism gives place to 
the mighty lever of progress.
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SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
Since thc establishment of the Spiritual Scientist, It 

been our constant endeavor to make it more valu- 
bk to iu reader* each year, and In this respect the 

prospect* lor thc coming year arc more promising than 
ever before. With gratitude to the unseen power* and 
their instrument# In earth life, wc recognize the re­
markable facets* of the paper, and thc good it has 
been permitted to accomplish in the past. The dis­
tinctive policy that has made it so popular la lobe 
maintained. We are grateful to those who have writ­
ten of their growing regard for the paper and fur thc 
interest they have taken in extending it* circulation. 
We promise a steady improvement in thc Spiritual 
Scientist In the extent of the support which it receives.

It is with pleasure that wc refer to the distinguished 
writers, who, by their able contributions, lave sus­
tained the editor In his effort* to place the Spiritual 
Scientist in the front rank of the journals demoted to 
the cause of Spiritual rim. It U a matter of pride with 
him that he can refer to the fact that thc number of 
these cv-laborcrs has grown steadily, and none have 
became dissatisfied with the management or withdrawn 
their support because they felt that it was not serving 
the best interest# of thc cause I on the contrary wc 
have their hearty endorsement of thc manner in which 
it is conducted. Harmony is the strength and support 
of ail institutions, more especially this of our*; to this 
end we shall in the future, a* in thc past, seek tn elim­
inate the cause* of dissatisfaction and inculcate the 
principle* upon which all can unite.

Reader* of thc Spiritual Scientist wDl become famil­
iar with the progress of the cause in all part* of the 
world | for this purpose our correspondence, exchange* 
and reportorul facilities arc nX excelled by any jour- 
naL In obtaining a just and discriminating knowledge 
of ancient philosophies remarkable phenomena in all 
age* and al the present time, scientific investigations, 
the nature of thc human spirit and It* surrounding^ 
they will be aided by many ol the leading and mote 
experienced Rplrilualists.

The corps of writers thc coming year includes

Hudson Tuttle, J. M Terbia#, KiiKrno 
Crowell* M.D , ProL J. IU Buchanan,

Colonel Henry 8, Olcott, George
Htcama, Charles Sotheran and

G. L. Pilson, MJD„
Mr*. Emm* Hardinge Britten, Mr*. 

Emma Tuttle, Mr*. Eronin A. Wood,
Mr*. 14Us Barney Sayles, A.

V* D., and other*.
all eminent in the ranks of literature. Thc same may 
be said of those who peels* their contributions to 
appear under the respective nom-dc-plumes

Buddha, J. W. M. and Zeus.

ENGLISH CORRESPONDENTS, 
Rev W, Stainton Moses, u Lex et Lux/* 
And members ol the Rosicrucian College of England. 

EXCHANGES WITH SPIRITUAL JOURNALS, 
n Mexico, • • South America, - - - England, 
• - France, - - • Spain, . • - Belgium, - - 
Germany, • • Italy, - - Turkey, - - Russia, 
Egypt • • Australia, - - from which translations 
udi be furnished each week by our editorial corp*.

It is apparent that thc Spiritual Scientist thc coming 

year will be

Invaluable to any Spiritualist
or avestigator, no matter bow many other spiritual 
journals he or thc may lake. I. is essentially different 
from any other, as will be seen by observing the con­
tent# of 1 fnw number*. For this purpose we offer It 
to trial subscriber*

FIVE MONTHS FOR $1.00
We ask the co-operation of our subscriber*, their 

prompt renewals, accompanied by the subscription* of 
their friends and neighbor*. We have only thc heart­
iest words of thanks for what you have done In the 
past, and we look forward with confidence that your 
effort* will be continued in the future. Help us in 
every way you can in our purpose to make the papa do 

Larger and Better Service 
in the cause of Spiritualism. Speak of thc paper lo 
your friends a# de organ cd the

BEST AND HIGHEST THOUGHT
on the treat subject tbit U destined to hare tach a 
leavening effect upon 1B existing tytenis and creeds, 
and bring them lo a decision breaking their anb- 
•criptlona, and when you forward your renewal, will 
you see thal a docs not ceme alone.

IMPORTANT PROPOSITION.

Recognizing the fact that the circulation of thc 
Spiritual Scientist can be increased largely through thc

Personal Efforts of Subscribers
and believing that some who are eminently fitted for 
obtaining subscription* cannot afford lo give the 
lime, we effer them the following

TERMS:
(Postage in all cases paid by publishers.)

Ono Subscription

To thc Spiritual Scientist *2.00, in advance 

Two Subscriber a.

Any perwon who sends thc names of two new sub* 
scribers and *4.00, can have a copy sent to each.

Three Subscriber*.

Any perron who sends hl* own name and those of 
two new subscriber*, can have the three copies sent 
for •0.33.

Four Subscriber*.

Any perron who send* 98.75 can have a copy 
sent to each ol any four addresses in thc United 
Slates.

Five Subscriber*.

91 0 00 accompanying five name*, will entitle each j 
to a copy of the Spiritual Scientist for one year.

PREMIUMS.

ON EVERY NEW SUBSCRIBER,
When more than riVK Mtw subscriber* arc sent 

accompanied by cash, a premium of 50 cent* win 
be allow ed on each one. In addition to thh on

Ten New Subscriber*.

Sent in one order, accompanied by 920 oo, will 
entitle the perron Mndli g the dub lo one C4py free 
for one year.

Twenty New Subscriber*.

Accompanied by 940, will entitle the perron send- . 
ipg the club to one copy free for one year, and any I 
book* that he may order to the value of #3-U0| retail 
pnec.

$65 SEWING MACHINE.
A Sixty-Five Dollar Sewing Machine 

will be presented to any one win obtain* onc hundred 
subscriber* and accompanies *hc order with 9200 
This extraordinary liberal offer w ill, wc hope, u ducc 
many perrons to make up a list of thh number.

$200 GEO. WOOD’S ORGAN.
In any city or in any county either eastjwnt, north 

or Mouth, four hundred perron* can 14 found who 
would take the Scientist at once if it crit^d m brought 
to their notice, Wc arc constantly in/ receipts 
ol letter* asking for specimen copies from {arson# who 
al once lake the paper when they receive one. Any 
Dcrwn with a little perseverance can obtaU this num­
ber within a radius ol a few mile* from their residencc- 
A* an inducement wc offer j 9200 Geo. Wood organ. 
Thc merit* of the Instrument need not be enlarged 
upon. They can be seen in any large city and any 
section of the United State*. Th^perroo getting the 
four hundred (ado) subscribers and remitting 9800, 
will receive one. Thus it will be seen that they will 
make faw cash and a |#oo organ or

ONE DOLLAR. ON EVERY SUBSCRIBER

TO WHOM THE PREMIUMS ARE GIVEN.
These premiums orc given by!he publisher* you new 

subscriber*, not to new subscribers. They are not 
offered to person* who do not now take the pap*r to 
induce them lo subscribe for it but only to subscriber* 
to the paper, to induce them to obtain new name* for 
its subscription list—and they art given to pay tor the 
time ap*nt in getting these new name*.

No person tending his own name as a subscriber 
can receive a premium for iL

If My perron will first subscribe for the paper, pay­
ing full subscription price, and then use his time and 
influence to obtain other new subscribers, he will then 
be entitled to premiums for as many as be may send 
us.

SPECIMEN COPIES FREE.
Specimen copies of thc Spiritual Scientist will be 

sent if you wish them aa aids in getting new name*.

Subscription* to the Spiritual Scientist can com­
mence At any time during the year.

TO THOSE WHO OBTAIN NEW NAMES.
Send your new name* as you get them. Always 

send the payment for each subscription with thc name. 
We do not receive a new subscription unless, payment 
Is made in advance. You can retain the premium (or 
tach new subscriber aa you send us the name*.

If you obtain A sufficient number for a large pre­
mium after your list is completed, be sure and send u* 
the name and address of each new subscriber you 
have Mint, so that we may sec If they all have been 
received by UM, and been entered upon our books 
correctly.

HOW TO SEND MONETBY MAIL
Always give the name of the post-office from which 

you take your paper, when you write to the publisher* 
to pay for the Spiritual Scientist, or for any other pur­
pose. Wc cannot find your name* on our bock* un- 
k** you do thia.

In sending money, checks on Boston, New York or 
Philadelphia, made payable In the order ol E. Gerry 
Brown, are best for Urge sum*.

Prat-office money order* can be obtained in all city 
post-offices, and in many of the large towns. Their 
cost h slight, aud the money is sure to come safely.

When a post-office order cannot be obtained, hav 
our letter registered.

HOW TO WRITE YOUR LETTERS

Three thing* should always be slated by a subscriber 
who sends money by letter to the Scientist.

u Thc Amount ol money enclosed in the letter.

a. The name of the subscriber who send* the money 
to pay hk subscription should be written in full 
and very plain.

V The name ol the post-office and ol the State to 
which the paper is sen should In variably b 
given.

BEGIN AT QNCE,
a* this season of thc year i* most favorable for getting 
subscription*. Many of you live where we have no 
agent*; most ol you know of people who need jail 
the help to be derived from reading this pajer I and 
all or you have friends, whom uo agent can * ccurc 
but who will be decided by a word from you.

May wc not then count on each of our reader* to do 
Something toward increasing the circulation of thc 
Sjiritual Scientist? It may seem but little that onc 
can do, but the aggregate of the work ihu* accom­
plished ewells into very large j-roj-ortions when it i* 
brought together here.

If any of those whom you think ought to hayc 
arc far away, a letter from you will decide them. If 
any are poor* you may be able to make them a 
present of thr paper.

Wc a*k you to look thc field over and note thc 
homes where this paper ought to go, and where, by 
a little effort on yvur part, it may go, and for the 
sake of the good you can do by putting thia paper 
into home* that nerd it, aud wjKMe inmate* may re- 
caw through It great and lasting benefit, decide 
make the effort- Address,

SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO.,

20 DEVONSHIRE STREET

BOSTON, MASS.
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namely, material proof. But the want of apprehension rests 
in this: that ia the midst of the general advance psychology 
has been studied in the abstract only; Plato and thc school­
men have feigned in dialectic sovereignty,and the study of thc 
soul xs the subject of practical science hxs been altogether 
disregarded and avoided. In return for this neglect and aver­
sion the spiritual part of man thrusts Hself with the force of de­
monstration upon the notice of the skeptic and the recreant sci- 
entist,scizing perforce upon the place which hxs been denied il 
among the institutes of men. Science hxs perfected material 
knowledge, but it is as yet soulless. It cannot bc long before 
she demonstrates spirituality, even to scientists as she has to 
the commonalty, so that the body of religion may be compre­
hended in thc understanding.

Christianity in its naked purity is the poetry of moral life, 
as basic religion is the poetry of science. To the mechanical 
conception of a mathematical age the poetic diction of the 
New Testament seems altogether illusory, and hence many 
passages which are to be literally understood receive a figura­
tive interpretation. Thc necessity therefore exists for the 
re-writing of the life of Jesus in terms to which no doubtful 
meaning may attach. Its poetic phase is for those only who, 
having recognized the realities of the subject, are able without 
detriment lo fact to exalt its philosophic and artistic charac­
teristics.

The life of Christ might indeed bc written with the pen of 
the poet. Such in fact it is in the New Testament to our 
modernized conception. And well it may be; for the record 
at its best shows the epsic of thc brightest age on earth, with 
this peerless teacher as its central figure.

OTHER WORLDS.
Rejecting on the one hand lhe theory* of the plurality 

worlds in' the sense implying that all existent worlds i 
inhabited, and on the other hand the theory of but one world- 
wc should accept a theory which might bc entitled the Pau 
city of Worlds, only that relative, not absolute, paucity must 
bc understood. It is absolutely certain that this theory is the 
correct one, if we admit two postulates, neither of which can 
bc reasonably questioned—viz., first, that the life-bearing era 
of any world is short compared with thc entire duration of 
that world ; and, secondly, that there can have have been no 
cause which set all thc worlds in existence, not simultaneous­
ly, which would be amazing enough, but (which would be infi­
nitely more surprising) in such a way that after passing each 
through its time of preparation, longer for the large worlds 
and shorter for thc small worlds, they all readied at the same 
time thc life-bearing era- But quite apart from this antece­
dent probability, amounting as it does to absolute certainty if 
these two highly probable postulates are admitted, we have 
the actual evidence of thc planets we can examine—that evi­
dence proving incontestably, as I have shown elsewhere, that 
such planets xs Jupiter and Sal urn are still in the state of 
preparation, still so intensely hot that no form of life could 
possibly exist upon them, and that such bodies as our moon 
have long since passed the life-bearing stage, and arc lo all 
intents and purposes defunct But may we not go further ? 
Recognizing in our own world, in many instances, what to our 
idea resembles waste—waste seeds, waste lines, wxstc regions, 
waste forces — recognizing superfluity and superabundance 
in all the processes and in all the works of nature, should,it 
not appear at least possible that some, perhaps even a large 
proportion, of the worlds in thc multitudinous systems peo­
pling space, are not only not now supporting life, but never 
have supported life and never will ? Does tins idea differ in 
kind, however largely to our feeble conceptions it may seem 
to differ in degree, from the idea of the imagined creatures 
on a fruit, that some or even many fruits excellently fitted 
for the support of life might not subserve that purpose r And 
as those creatures' might conceive (as we know) that some 
fruits, even many, failed to come to the full perfection of fruit 
life, may not we without irreverence conceive (as higher beings 
may know) that a planet or a sun may fail In the making ? 
We cannot say that in such a case there would be a waste or 
loss of material, though we may bc unable to conceive how 
the lost sun or planet could be utilized. Our Imagined insect 
rexsoners would be unable to imagine that fruits plucked from 
their tree system were otherwise than wasted, for they would 
conceive that their idea of the purpose of fruits was the only 
true one; yet they would be altogether mistaken, as we may 
be in supposing the main purpose of planetary existence is 
the support of life.—Belgravic.

Written (ot the Spiritual Scientist.
LIFE OF CHRIST.
BY GEORGE WENTZ.

. u What think ye of Christ?"
The life of Christ is yet to be written. That this has ever 

been a desideratum is manifest from a large and growing 
Christian literature, ponderous, minute and searching as thc 
Shaksperean ; besides whom no two beings ever existed about 
whom so little is known and so much hxs been said. The 
number of “ lives " of Jesus on the shelves of ordinary libra­
ries may be counted by thc tens and twenties.

And the auxiliary books of reference and discussion are 
exhausting if qod exhaustive. This want of a life of Jesus is 
still felt in face oi the fact that the New Testament is the best 
of his biographies in every sense. Thc simple narrative and 
plain statement of the Four Gospels is neither understood by, 
nor acceptable to the taste of, a critical age; for thc ever 
increasing attempts at explanation show the ever present need 
oi it Matters of fact universally admitted in early days, when 
mens' powers of observation were nol less acute than now, 
are at the present time utterly discredited and denied on the 
one side, and on the other referred to a miraculous interposi­
tion of Providence. Thus proceeds human history ; firs* comes 
the fact; then the miracle with its doubt and assumption; 
lastly, the myth with its entire negation. From the apostolic 
quartet, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, to Beecher and 
Farrar is a wide and ominous interval, filled with visions, wars, 
and tumbling thrones; schismatics, martyrs and saints ; tern, 
poral and spiritual kings, and general chaos. For thc under­
standing and application of that new dispensation now become 
obscure, another dispensation is needed, or rather a new point 
of view.

Happily, it is usually found that where, in thc economy of 
nature, a want has not been satisfied, the supply is not long 
nor far to seek. It is so in this case. The new dispensation 
or the new exegesis is at hand. The mystery, origin, cause 

and purpose of the so-called miracles of the New Testament, 
and of the mission of Christ, is to bc, and only can be, ex­
plained by Spiritualism, the misconstrued of churchmen and 
the rejected of scientists. Already its literature assumes 
voluminous proportions, and forms thc basis of a new cult, 
having its foundationkin psychology. The study of thc mate- 
ial has preceded, as was proper, and has now reached a point 

where the higher study joins it, not indeed to displace it, but 
to run side by side with it in emulative and indispensible 
union.

Spiritualism, as in early Christian days, shows two classes 
of influence upon society; its facts arc accepted by the illit­
erate, and its theory announced by the learned. It takes up 
Peter, the fisherman, into its fold; and accepts the explana­
tion of Paul, the scholar. Thc poor and igno*ant at one end 
of the line of progress, and no less a name in science than 
that of Wallace at the other. Slowly, imperceptibly, like a 
river depositing its sands at tlie bottom of the sea, presently 
the dry land appears as an earnest of “ continents to be.” Is 
not this a great change from the darkness of the Middle Ages 
and the temporal ascendency of the popes? A change effected 
in the short space of twenty-five years, about the period em­
braced in the active ministry of Christ.

Much has been written of tills wonderful life; but of the 
later and best efforts all are wanting in the one cardinal requi­
site of spirituality Strauss has well shown textual incon­
sistencies and has done much to purge the record. Renan 
catches glimpses of the spiritual, but although his work has 
the appearance of artistic completeness, it fails to seize that 
inner meaning of the “life.” Indeed, the main defect of the 
rationalistic method is the want of spiritual perception. It is 
the divine element, the spiritual mediumship, which escapes 
the senses of these analysts, like a delicate aroma from the 
very rose of Sharon and the lily of the valley.

It may seem strange that this phenomenal life has not been 
thoroughly understood from the record which it left behind. 
The world has advanced in all respects since the birth of 
Christ Social, political and material kingdoms have been 
added to the victorious march of mankind ; general intelligence 
and knowledge extended and defined; science also dealing 
continually with force, a thing whose existence is established 
in no other way than that by which Spiritualism Is established,
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From the Scientific American.

DUAL LIFE.
We have already discussed in some detail the curious men­

tal condition o£ persons who apparently possess two distinct 
mental lives. To such individuals the events of the abnormal 
life are a blank while existing in normal stale, and vice versa. 
Dr. Brown-Sequard has advanced the hypothesis that this 
phenomenal condition is a consequence of our two brains, of 
-which he believes we ordinarily use but one, leaving the other 
nearly unemployed.

The Greenlanders have a queer belief that the shadow, 
which by day accompanies us wherever we go, at night wan­
ders away and has adventures. This odd superstition regards 
the duality of life from another standpoint than the almost 
purely physically one of Dr. Sequard; and Mr. Herbert 
Spencer, in his hew work on " Synthetic Philosophy." devotes 
some close reasoning to the primitive idea of our possessing 
an alter ego, and to the question of whether we do not form a 
conception of a mental self through the incomprehensible ex­
periences of dreams. Dreams, he says, cannot be interpreted 
as wc interpret them, in the absence of the hypothesis of mind 
as a distinct entity; and this hypothesis cannot exist before 
the experiences suggesting it There are dream experiences, 
which seem to imply two entities; and such a supposition 
Involves the notion that the second entity differs from the first 
simply in being absent and active at night while the other is 
at rest Only as this supposed duplicate, once thought of 
as like the original in all things, becomes gradually modified 
by the dropping of physical characters irreconcilable with 
the facts, does the hypothesis of a mental self became estab 
lished.

It is a noticeable fact that this belief in the duality of self is 
constantly found among savages, and that they bring the same 
forward in explanation of the peculiar states known as swoon, 
catalepsy, etc., in which animation is suspended—as well as 
for sleep. Insensibility following a blow or violent exertion, 
the Fijian believes, is due to the duplicate self wandering 
away from the body; and as the desertion is more determined 
than in the case of sleep, the return of the duplicate is fol­
lowed by silence as to what has been seen or done in the ln- 
terval. In our own common speech, we show the way in 
which syncope yields seeming verification of the primitive 
notion of duality. We speak of one who revives from a faint­
ing fit as “ coming back to himself; ” we use the term “absent­
minded" or “abstracted,” literally meaning drawn away. 
“ Wits gone wool-gather!ng" Is an apt vulgarism in point 
All of these terms clearly express the idea of something hav­
ing departed from the present self, for a time.

In apoplexy, the patient suddenly falling betrays a “ total 
loss of consciousness, of feeling, and of voluntary movement;" 
there is snoring as In deep sleep. Yet the sufferer cannot be 
“ brought back to himself” by ordinary means, and the savage 
witnesses such facts, and, recalling his dream experiences, 
believes that the second self has gone away for a time beyond 
recall. Some time afterwards there is a like prolonged insen 
slbillty, and thpn revival, and another silence as to what has 
happened in the interval; on the third time, the absent some­
thing does not return.

Similar in the suddenness with which it commences, but 
otherwise dissimilar, is the state of insensibility called cata­
lepsy. Instantaneous loss of consciousness is loll owed by 
a state in which the patient “ presents the air of a statue 
rather than that of an animated being,” and control of the 
members Is lost. There is no recollection of occurrences 
during the attack; and Interpreting the facts according to 
their primary meanings, the wandering other self will give no 
account of Its adventures. The Chippewas, believing in the 
journeying of souls, think that those of persons in a trance, 
“ being refused a passage, return to their bodies and reani 
mate them.”

There is still another state of Insensibility which has shown 
itself repeatedly of late among persons who have been pro­
foundly impressed by the religious revivals. We refer to 
ecstasy, In which the subject shows that he Is “ not himself,” 
and seems to have vivid perceptions of things elsewhere. 
During this state, in which the muscles are often rigid, and 
there Is a total suspension of voluntary motion, visions of 
an extraordinary nature occasionally occur. These phen­

omena tend to strengthen the primitive belief that each man 
Is double. All the various phases of coma, from a state of 
slight drowsiness up to permanent and profound stupor, are 
similarly interpretable.

It wifi be seen, from Mr. Spencer’s reasoning before given, 
that the supposition peculiar to the savage is not without 
some justification; and if the prevalence of a hypothesis is 
any supjiort, this is certainly one most widely extended. The 
Fijian may sometimes be heard to bawl out lustily to his 
own soul to return to him. Among the Karens, a man is 
constantly in fear lest his other self should leave him; sick 
ness or languor being regarded as signs of Its absence. Among 
the northern Asiatic tribes, disease is ascribed to the soul’s 
departure. By the Algonquin Indians, a sick man is regarded 
as having his “ shadow ” “ unsettled or detached from his 
body.” Like Interpretations are met with among the Austra­
lians and Tartars. A remarkable instance of the survival of 
the primitive idea that the soul leaves the body during sleep 
Is instanced among certain Jewish sects; where the prayer on 
awakening is one of thanks for the return of the soul, and an 
immediate duty is the washing of handsand face Iq cleanse 
away the impurities of this minor death.

REMARKABLE DREAM.
The accuracy (says Dr. Abercrombie) of the following may 

be relied on in all its particulars. Two ladies, sisters, had 
been for several days in attendance upon their brother, who 
was ill of a common sore throat—severe and protracted; but 
not considered as attended with any danger. At the same 
time, one of them had borrowed a watch from a female friend, 
in consequence of her own being under repair. The watch 
was one to which particular value was attached, on account of 
family associations ; and some anxiety was expressed that it 
might not meet with any injury. The sisters were sleeping 
together, in a room communicating with that of their brother, 
when the elder of them awoke in a state of great agitation ; 
and having aroused the other, told her that she had a frightful 
dream. “ I dreamt," she said. “ that Mary's watch stopped ; 
— and that, when I told you of the circumstance, you replied, 
* Much worse than that has happened, for Jame's breath has 
stopped also 1" —naming their brother who was ill To quiet 
her agitation, the younger sister immediately got up, and 
found the brother sleeping quietly; and the watch which had 
been carefully put by tn a drawer, going correctly. The fol­
lowing night the very same dream occurred, followed by simi­
lar agitation, which was again composed In the same manner ; 
—the brother being again found in a quiet sleep, and the watch 
going well. On the following morning, soon after the family 
breakfasted, one of the sisters was sitting by her brother, 
while the other was writing a note in the adjoining room. 
When her note was ready for being sealed, she was proceed­
ing lo take out tor this purpose the watch alluded lo, which 
had been put byfin her writing desk, when she was . stonished 
to find it had; stopped ; and, at the same instant, she heard a 
scream of intense distress from her sister in the other room. 
Their brother, who had still been considered as going On fa­
vorably, had been seized with a sudden fit of suffocation, and 
had just breathed his last.

BODY STRANGELY PRESERVED.
The Portland (Me.) Argus of Saturday says: “ A month 

ago Robert Williams, a conductor on the Eastern Railroad, 
died suddenly. His body was placed in the receiving tomb 
at the Eastern cemetery, and yesterday an undertaker for 
some purpose opened the coffin. What was his surprise to 
find the face of the dead man as fresh, fair and rosy as in the 
days of his most vigorous health, not one sign of dissolution 
being apparent The entire body was hard as the rocky walls 
of the tomb which inclosed it A physician who examined 
the body could offer no solution, and the undertaker in his 
many years' experience never looked upon the like before.”

REMEMBER.
Trial Subscribers.—The Spiritual Scientist is essentially 

different from any other Sp’ritual paper, and as we are satis­
fied that any Spiritualist or investigator will consider it inval 
uable after glancing at a few numbers, we offer It five 
MONTHS FOR ONE DOLLAR.

Postage paid by the publishers in the United States and 
Canada ; other countries postage added.
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Answer* to Questions, Practical and Spiritual, L3Mo 
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Approaching Crisis, - -............................. 
A Stellar Key to thc Summer Land, - - - .

Paper 50 cents; portage 4 cents. Cloth, 
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ItSpiritualismTrue? -
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HONEY OF HOREHOUND & TAR
FOR THE CURE OF

Coughs, Colds, Influenza. Hoarseness, Difficult 
Breathing, and all Affections ,7 the Throat,

Bronchial Tubes, and Lungs, leading 
to Consumption.

This infallible remedy is Composed of 
the Honey of the plant Horehound, in 
chemical union with Par-Balm, extracted 
from thc Life Principle of the forest 
tree Abies Rm. samba, or Balm of Gilead.

The Honey of Horehound SOOTHES AND 
SCATTERS all irritation* and inflamma­
tions, and thc Tar-Balm CLEANSES AND 
Urals thc threat and air-postages leading 
to the lungs. Five additional ingredients 
keep the organs cool, moist, and in health­
ful action. Let no prejudice keep you from 
trying this great medicine of a famous 
Doctor, who has saved thousands of lives 
by-it in his large private practice.

N.B.—The Tar Balm has no bad taste 
or smell.

PRICES 50 CENTS AND $1 PER BOTTLE. 
Great saving to buy Urge lire.

“Pike’s Toothache Drops’* Cure in 
1 Minnie.

Sold by atl Druggists.
C. N. CHErrENTON, Prop., NA.

HENRY F. MILLER 
;1 Piano-Forte Manufacturer, 

OH WASHINGTON ST, 
BOSTON, MASS.

^DVERT^EMENTS,

Another Great Book I
THE

RELATIONS OF THE SEXES
BY MRS. E. B. DUFFEY,

AUTHOR OF “WHAT WOMEN SHOUi D 
KNOW,” “ NO SEX IN EDU­

CATION,” ETC. 

TO

THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN OF AMERICA
Those who still hold in their hands their 

own lives and the lives of a future 
generation, in thc hope that it 

may show them how to per­
form their duties to 

themselves, to each other, and to futu 
rity, wisrlv and well, leaving no 

room for regret or reproach, 
this book is hopefully and 

lovingly dedicated.

BY THE AUTHOR.

CONTENTS.

Introductory------- Sexual Physiology
-------- The Legitimate Social Institutions 
of the World------- The Orient---------
The Legitimate Social Institutions of the 
World-------- Thc Occident---------Polyg­
amy------ -Free Love and ita Evils--------- 
Prostitution—Its History and Evils 
--------Prostitution—Its Causes---------  
Prostitution—Its Remedies-------- Chas­
tity---------Marriage and ita Abuses--------  
Marriage and Its Uses-------- Thc Limita­
tion of Offspring-------- Enlightened Par­
entage.

Bound in MuaUn. Price *9.00.

Among thc many favorable notices of 
thc press, and others, from all parts of 
the country, wc have room only for thc 
following:—

n It if * work which any h^band or wife will be the 
better for reading, and voting people who expect to bo 
hufbandf or wive* xh<V*-—Springfield Republican.

“ It thould be read by every one contemplating mar- 
riare. and be found ever open on the conjugal altar?1 
—Keii gio Philosophical JouruaL

** It it a book whose influence can only be good-”— 
Chriitian UnUk

“With tuch books, there will no longer be any ex* 
case for the fin* of ignorance.”—Woman’s JournaL

u II it one of the most earnert, thoughtful and prac­
tical volumes ever penned.”—Boston lime*.

“ Few can possibly read the volume without gaining 
good.”—Bc*ton Traveler.

44 The book h one whlch should be widely circa* 
pled?4—Ch ri* tian Register.

Mr*. Charlo Brewster, Portland, write* :—I* Had I 
pouevrird this book ten year* ago, it would have saved 
me ten year# of invalidism, and I should have been the 
mother of hearty Instead of sickly children.**

Mr*. M. L. Oxter write*:—4* I shall putaccnylnto 
the hands of several young ladle* ot my acquaintance. 
I am sure h will save them much suffering, and inform 
them about some things necr**ary to married life”

1000 AOENTS WANTED,
Addrxn-s

WOOD & H0LBB00K, 
13 & 15 LAIGHT STREET,

NEW YORK.

P. R We will send a sample to anyone deriring an 
agency for #4.50.

A GREAT PAMPHLET.
M. A. (Oxon), thc eminent English 

writer, has in press a pamphlet of 40 pp 
large, 8 vo. Entitled,

“ The Slade Case; Its facts and les 
sons. A Record and a Warning.”

Every Spiritualist should read this 
wanted essay. Price 6d.

Address, J. Burns, 15 Southampton 
Row, London, Eng.
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EXCURSION
And May Day Picnic,

BEAUTIFUL FRESH FLOWERS
AND FLORAL DESIGNS

FLORISTS AND SEEDSMEN

57 Tremont Street, Boston

MINERALS SHELLS

THE WEED SEWING MACHINE COMPAQ

OUT-RIVAL

»n* ol Mix-

LANDGHOST

Organic Magnetism 
1K Peat-oSca addreaa, 
17 Brunswick Bq.,

Spring course commence* ihe bril of Mays Ex­
aminations and Diploma* to Doctor* *20, 

Address, W. NICELY, M. D.

380 BAYMILLER STREET, OINOINNATI, OHIO.

W, Bu CONGDON.
HEALING MEDIUM, 

Manchester, N. H.
ONSET BAY GROVE

MRS. JENNIE POTTER,
MEDIUM, Test, Medic*! aud Business.

No, rj6 Cude Street, MW 390 Tremont Street.
Hoon, 9 to 9. Sunday* .1 to 9.

SUSIE NICKERSON-WHITE,
Trance, Test and Medical MEDIUM, 

130 West Brookline SU* St Elmo, Suite /, 
Boston* Hoon, 9 to 4.

Dr. Connell*» BrahminkaJ Remedies.

Tbe Stockholder*, their friend* and all who (eel In­
terested In seeing this new Spiritualists camp-ground 
and nammer mart will make in excursion,

THURSDAY, MAY 3,
hiving the OW Colony depot al 8 o’clock, A. M-, and 
returning arrive in the eny al 6 P. M-

An opportunity will then be offered lor stockholders, 
and others, who wUh to parch t*e, to sc'ect ihcir I ot> 
and become acquainted with the favorable location 
natural beauties and adaption of the place for the pur­
poses above named-

Chowder and refreshments can be obtained on the 
ground at reasonable prices.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.
AU who intend to participate In the excursion, par­

ties living on thr nnc of ihe mad and other*, who de• 
rirt to avail themselves of i he cheap fare furnished by 
ihe association moat purchase weir ticket*<4 the 
undersigned in advance. To id inch, tickets will U 
fumhhed at

One Dollar the Round Trip.
No ticket* w»ld ax station* except at regular rates, 

and order* must be sent in immediately.
No postponement on account of weather.

H. S. WILLIAMS, 24 Temple Place, Boston.
IL B. STORER. 29 Indiana Place. Boston.

THIRD EDITION.
and Reduced Price of the Thrill­
ing and Magnificent New Work 
by the Author « ART MAGIC,

PHY8I0-ELECTIC MEDICAL 
COLLEGE.

O> KKSXAMOm INTO TH*

MYSTERIES OF OCCULT SPIRITISM.
Illustrated tn ■ MtiM ol autobiographical paper*, 

with extractafroa the record* ci
Magical Seances, Ac., Ac^ 

Traiistoiad and. edited by Emma HA»pn<a* Barr-raw

ORGANIC MAGNETISM.
MISS CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT 

tend* her postal “ Private Inatructlons

GRAND TRUNK. 
AND MICHIGAN CENTRAL R, Y.

The Most Direct Route
TO MONTREAL, 

QUEBEC, KINGSTON, TORONTO, LON- 1 

DON, GUELPH, SARNIA. DETROIT 
MILWAUKEE CHICAGO

AND ALL POINTS WEST,
Passenger* going West via thi* Route will 

AVOID TRANSFERS ACROSS CITIES, 
and have LESS CHANGES than Dy 

any other Route.

NO CHANGE
OF OARS BETWEEN MONTREAL AND CHICAGO

THE ONLY LINE
Running Pullman Palace Drawing Room and 

Sleeping car* through to Chicago without change.

Baggago Checked Through 
AN0N0T8UBJE0TT0 CUSTOMS EXAMINATION

tto^^ 

,mdncetWE<toorw 
leasing a third aditkm 

l,aa*Ued free for

FIRST-CLASS REFRESHMENT ROOMS, 
where ample time will be allowed lor .Meal*.

SMOKING CARS 
ATTACHED TO ALL TRAINS.

CLOSE CONNECTIONS AT DETROIT 
wilh Michigan Central, Michigan Southern 

and Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad, and at Chicago 
with ill Railroad* leaving that city.

PARTIES EMIGRATING TO

SAN FRANCISCO, or the
BLACK HILLS

Will find It lo their advantage to pin-ch a*c the! ticket* 
by thia Route.

TICKETS, 
For Ml*etna th* Principal Ticket Office, in New 

England, and at

280 WASHINGTON ST., 280
L’tlEWl k JpU«U.u Montreal ’ I Boston.

THE MAGNETIC HEALER.
1 dr. j, e. briggs, is also a Practical

Physician. Office nt West Eleventh'll' Address, 
Box, *2, Station D, New York City.

WHIPPLE’S
Negative*are in the possession of

METOALF & WELLOON.
24 TEMPLE PLACE, BOSTON.
Who were many year* his aaduants and having ats- 
aurpiMcd fadlira we can guarantee satisfactory nkt 
nesMr* to our customer*.

We arc making Permanent

Carbon Porcelains,
Picture* that never fade.

Evpec*a| attention given to copying small picture 
to any sue and finished In all Myles in the belt man­
ner*

C H R O M OS ArCoU * ^^ chance of the ^JLUXxJXL^ seston, all the new and tak- 
ing chrome*—I alia of the Rhine* On the Susquehanna, 
On Boston Light. Old Oaken Bucket, White Moun­
tains, Niagara Falls, Newport, Saratoga, Virgin Vesta, 
Beatrice, Snow Storm, American Fnm, Plcrai Calais, 
Pnaaaw on the Danube, also, brUHant 9x11 Chromo*, 
on black and white mounts, do ml business cards, Sun­
day school cards, statuary, mottoes, black ground 
panels} also frames and agent1* supplies al very bottom 
price*. Particular* free. IllustnUed Catalogue on re- 
celDtof*limn. Send lor #3.00 nut fit J. LATHAM 
K CO., 419 Washington Sl, Boston, headquarter* for 
Foreign and American Chromo*.

■act Um exigency •( tbs til 
Milk* Redeood Frico 
»A1»

Me* GM 00 Poster.

AU other companies In the production of 

SEWING MACHINES.
THUS

FAMILY FAVORITE 
lor hooMhold we* to renownod for it* 
Groot Simplicity, 

Emo of Running;, *nd
Wide Range of Work.

It doe. no oo*t taor* than tan per cent a, much lo 
keep than in repair lor ten yean, a> lor any other nu­
bia* in the market The

< GENERAL FAVORITE,
Ho*. * and 3, 

destined tn supplant ail other* for manufacturing 
jmvoaa. They an constructed with drop and wheel 
Sir K EQUALLED FIX SPEED ANO 

J.. ; ENOtRAHOk

BIRDS, &c.
The Naturalists’ Agency has been established at

3726 LANCASTER AVENUE. PHILADELPHIA
for the purpose of giving collector* of object* of Nat* 
oral Hlstorv an opportunity of buying, selling or 
exchanging ihcir duplicates or collections.

I received the highest >ward given lo any one at ihe 
Centennial Exposition of 1876k and ihe only award xr4

My Minwa logical Catalogub of W pages is dis­
tributed free to all customers, to other*on receipt of 18 
cent*, his profn*dy Hlustuted and the printer *c4 
engravor charged me about #900.00 before a copy wal 
struck off. By mean* of th® table of specie* and >c- 
compa^ying tables moot specie* mrv be verified. Il 
is an excellent chcck4tsi, containing tn the poet 
list every species and all the mor* common vari­
eties arranged alphabetically and precodedby (hl 
specie* number. The specks number Macaco iht 
place of any mineral In the table U specie*, start 
will be found the specie* names, compostriun, slrtsl 
or lustre, cleavage or Iracturt, hardness, sp. gr. la­
bility and crystallxalicML

Specimens sent to any part of tbe world by noi 
An illustrated monthly bulletin of 8 pages sc. t fret.

Send fur the bulletin crating where you saw this d- 
vertiscmeaL

A. E. FOOTE, M. D.,
Prof, of Chemistry and Mineralogy, 

Fellow ol th* American Association for the Ad racer 
meat of Science ; Life Member ol the Philadelpba

Academy of N.toral Seyncv. sad of ihe 
American Museum of Natural History, 

Central Park, New York.
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