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"PHILOSOPHICAL MYSTERIES."
BY A. V. D.

‘•That which we know It little, that ol which we arc ignorant h immense.0

Every generation ushers into existence some genius who, 
by his perseverance and talents, adds important truths to the 
sum of human knowledge; and yet, how many of the myste
rious workings of nature still remain unexplained.

We plant a tiny seed ; it springs into life; leaf, bud and 
flower gradually unfolding; delighting our senses with its 
beauty and fragrance ; but we can learn nothing of its germi
nating principle. It is entirely beyond our comprehension.

"The laws of nature arc inexorable, and act with the same 
vigor where the grain to be produced may never be seen by 
man, as where It is to be regularly reaped.’'

St. Paul uses this illustration in support of the doctrine of 
a resurrection, and also as an argument to silence all discus
sions concerning it: "But some man will say, How are the 
dead raised up, and with what body do they come ? ” etc., as 
if he had said, “Explain the most common thing In nature. 
How can a seed which moulders and rots in the ground, from 
an unknown, imperceptible principle, rise into new life?” 
"Multiplied an hundred fold, without the least deviation from 
its own form and body.”

For years, some say two thousand, the most learned phil
osophers have been vainly trying to solve the mysterious 
workings of the reasoning faculties, and they have only learned 
that they are dependent on the constitution of the brain; all 
else is veiled In obscurity. —

Who has ever sounded the depth of the ocean, or measured 
the height of the atmosphere ? We know that the air we take 
into our lungs reaches to a certain height above the surface 
of the earth, and that beyond, no earth’s creature can exist

But who can explain the greatest of all mysteries, Life f 
Some writer says: “Life depends on a system of nerves 
shooting out from the brain. Another has a different theory. 
But as life Is found in animals which have neither brain nor 
nerves, this explanation will not serve. Although the princi
ple of life has in one sense nothing to do with the faculties of 
the mind and the instinctive feelings, yet one could not exist 
without the other. The minute eggs of insects have been

exposed to the influence of tlie most intense cold, and yet not 
destroyed; when a certain degree of heat is applied the living 
creatures make their appearance.

I have in my mind a story which, at the time I heard it, I 
considered merely a fabrication ; but 1 have heard so many 
things equally wonderful that I think it will bear repeating. 
A family in B---- y had in their possession an old table. For 
some time there had been most unaccountable noises in it, 
and as it was in the early days of spirit rapping, it created 
quite a stir, not only in the family, but out of it. When the 
family were assembled around it in tlie evening, a most mys 
terious ticking was heard. Tills lasted for some weeks, 
growing gradually louder and louder. As the noise was 
confined to one particular spot, it was closely watched; and 
one evening their vigilance was rewarded by seeing a curious 
worm emerge from its long confinement. How or when thc 
egg from which the creature was hatched was deposited, as 
the wood from which the table was made grew in a tropical 
climate, is one of thc mysteries yet to be explained

44 But dies the insect when thc summer dlr* * 
The gram bath peri*bed, though the plant remains. 
In death, at last, thc oak oi ages Ho.
Here reason halU, nor farther can attain : 
For reason argues but from what the Mtt* 
Nor tracer to their goal these mpitrin.’*

Nature teaches “there is no death." Modern Spiritualis m 
confirms it Those who have been permitted to draw aside 
the veil which separates the material from the spiritual world 
have discovered what science has failed to prove, that this 
life is a small part of human existence.

“AH thing* are but unaltered | nothing diet. 
And here and there the unbodied spirit flitk”

In each particle of m attcr you see a representation and evi
dence of the divine laws which govern the whole universe.

“Thus in a stone yon may see the properties of the soil; in 
the soil the properties of the plant, in the plant the properties 
of the animal, in the animal you see man, and in man you 
cannot see but you can feel, the immortal principle.”
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j Recogniring the fact that the circulation of the 

Spiritual Sciential an be increased largely through
I the

Personal Efforts of Subscribers
and better-rtf that tome who are eminently fitted for 
obtaining subscriptions cannot afford to give the 
lime, we offer them the following

TERMS:
(Postage in all cases paid by publishers.)

One Subscription to the Spiritual Scientist 
•a 50, hi advance.

Two Subscriber*.—Any person who send* rhe 
name* of two nxw subscriber# and 94.50, an have 
a copy mH to each.

Three Subscriber*.—Any perron who tend# 
hi* own name and those <4 two now subscribers, an 
hare th* three copies sent fur #0.95.

SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
Since the establishment of the Spiritual Scientist, it 

ha* been dbr constant endeavor lo make it mure valu 
able lo Its reader* each year, and in this respect the 
pros^ci* fur the Coming y**ar are more promising than 
ever before.. With gratitude to the unseen powers and 
their nxlramcut* Ju earth life, we recompute the re* 
markable success of tht rwr^r, and the good it has 
been pcriniaod to accomplish in the past. The dis- 
tincifvt policy that ha* made it so popular is to be 
maintained. We arc grateful to those who have writ- 
en of their growing regard for the paper and fur the * 

interest they have taken in extending its circulation. 
W* promise a steady improvement In the Spiritual 
Scientist tu the extent of the support which II rc-

Hv<*.
ft is with pleasure that we refer to the distinguished 
iter*, who, by their able contribution*, have wa
ned the editor In Iii* efforts to place Ine Spiritual 

ricatfol in the front rank of the journals demoted to 
e cause ol Spiritualism. Jr b a matter of pride with 

Im that be an refer to the fact that the number of 
these on-laborers has grown steadily, and none have 
bromr dt«*alkfiid with the management or withdrawn 
their support because they felt that it was hot serving 
the best interol* of the camel on the contrary we 
have their hearty endorsement of the mannci tn which 
it is conducted. Harmon) is the strength and support ' 
of all institutions, more especially this of our* Hothi* i 
cod we shall In th? future, as in the past, seek V* elim
inate lite cause* of dissatisfaction and incu.ale the 
principle* upon which all on unite.

Readers of the Spirited Scientist will become bmi'- 
Ur with the progress of the cause la all part* oi die 
world; tor this purpose our correspondence, exchange* 
and reportana! faculties arc not excelled by any jour
nal* In obtaining a just and discriminating knowledge 
of ancient philosophies, remarkable nhmumcna in al 
ages and at the present time* scientific investigations 
the nature of the human spirit and it* surrounding* 
they will be aided by many of ihe leading and mere 
experienced Spiritualist*.

Tht corps ol writers the coming year Includes such 
names as
Hudson Tuttle, J. M. Feeble*, Eugene

Crowell, M.D., Prof. J. R* Buchanan, 
Colonel Henry S. Olcott, George

Steam** Charles Sotheran and
G. I* DHaon, M.D.,

all eminent in the ranks of literature-. The same may 
c said of those who prefe their contributions to 

Appear under the respective nom-dc-plume* of “Bud-

Mr*. Enun* Hardings Britten, Mr*.
Emm* Tuttle, Mr*. Emma A. Wood,

Mr*. Uta Barney Sayle*, A.
D. V., and other*.

■ENGLISH CORRESPONDENTS,
re Rev. W, Stainton Mosca, u Lex «t 
Lux,” and several members of the Rosicrucian Cob 
eg* of England.

EXCHANGES with spiritual Qurnah in Mexl- 
• co, South America, England, Fiance, Spain, Belgium, 

Germany, Italy, Turkey, Russia, Egypt and Australia, 
from which translation* will be furnished each week 

‘ by our editorial corps.

We shall endeavor in the coming year to make ihe 
spiritual Scientist

Invaluable to any Spiritualist 
or investigator* no matter how many other Spiritual 
journals he or sne may lake, h u essentially different 
Iron any other, as win be seen by observing the con
tents of a few numbers. For this purpose we offer it 
to trial subscriber*

FIVE MONTHS FOR $1.00.
W* Atk the co-operation of our subscribers, their 

prompt renewals, accompanied by the subscriptions of 
their friend* amt neighbors. We have only the heart
iest words of thanks for what you have done in the 
past, and we look forward with confidence that your 
efforts wQl be continued in the future. Help u* tn 
every way you can In our purpose to make this paper 
do

Larger and Better Service
in the cause of Spiritualism. Speak of the paper to 
\ our friends as the organ ol the

BEST AND HIGHEST THOUGHT
on th* great subject that Is destined to have such a 
leavetung effect upon ell existing sytem* and creeds 
and bring them to a decision bystaking their nils 
soiption*. and when you forward your renewal, win 
you sec that it doe* not come alone.

HOW TO WRITE
YOM LETTEBS TO THE SCIENTIST.

Three thing, should always be stated by a subscriber 
who rend, money by letter to the Sclentin i
I. The amount of money endued in the letter.
x. The name of the subscriber who sends the money 

to pay hi> snbscriptkm should be whiten In full 
and very plain.

L The name ol Ihe post-office and of the Sute to 
which the paper la ten should invariably b

given.

IMPORTANT PROPOSITION. BEGIN AT ONCE

*8 75 an have a copy xm to each oi any Mur 
juld«vx*cn in the United State*.

Five Nnbucrlberik—#10.00 j«< mpaming

PREMIUMS.

five । ante*, w3J entitle cadi t * a cu/y of the ipmua| I 
Sdcuiut lor m»c year. How to Form A Spirit Circle.

It calculated that one person in every seven 
might become a medium by observing the proper coo- 

Whin more than nvu new subscriber* art lent, J diuot“- Th? thousand* of Sniritukl&U have, in most 
• • ' cascl arrived at their conclusion* by agencies estab

Ushed by themselre* and independently of each other 
and of the services of professional medium*. Every 
spiritualist Is indeed an ” investigator,”—Il may be at 
an advanced stage; and that all may become so th* 
following condition* are presented a* those under which 
the phenomena may at all time* be evolved.

accompanied by cash, a premium U 50 ernt# will 
be allowed on each one.

Ten new subscriber*, *ci t In one order, accom
panied by #90.00, will entitle the perwon sending 
the club to one copy free for one year

Twenty new lubtcribcr*, accompanied by #40, 
will entitle the person sending the club to one copy 
free for one year, and any bucks that he may erder to 
ihe value of Ij.qo, retail price.

«65-SEWING MACHINE-$65
A Slxty-Flve Dollar Hewing Machine 

will Ue presented lo any one wh"» obtains one hundred 
subscribers and accompanies rhe order with #200. 
Thk extraordinary liberal offer will, we hope, induce 
many persons to make up a list of this number.

$200-Geo. Woods & Co. Organ.-$200
In anv city or in any county either east, west, north 

or south, four hundred persons an be found who 
would take the Scientist ai once if il could be brought 
to their notice We are constantly in receipts 
of letters asking for specimen copies from persons who 
at once take the paper when they receive one Any 
person with a little perseverance an obtain this num
ber within a radius of a few miles from their residence 
A* an inducement we offer a #800 Geo. Wood organ. 
The merits of the Instrument need not be enlarged 
upon- They an be seen in any large city and any 
section of the United State*. The person Retting the 
four hundred ({oojiubtcribeni <nd remitting #800, 
will receive one Thus it will be teen that they will 
make Jaco cash and a ^joo organ or

ONE DOLLAR ON EVERY SUBSCRIBER-

TO WHOM THE PREMIUMS ARE GIVEN.
These premiums are given by the publisher* tor new 

subscribers, not to new subscribers. They ary not 
offered to persons who do not now take the payer to 
Induce them lo subscribe lor it but only to subscriber, 
to the paper, to Induce them lo obtain new Mines lot 
its subscription list—and they are given Sv |dy fur the 
time spent in getting these new names.

No person sending his own name as a subscriber 
can receive a premium lor it.

II any person will first subscribe lor ihe paper, pay- 
ng lull subscriplion price, and then use his lime and 

influence to obtain other new subacribers. he will then 
be entitled to premiums for as many as he may send

TO THOSE WHO OBTAIN NEW NAMES.
Send your new names a* you get them. Al way* 

send the payment for each subscription with the name. 
We do not receive a new subscription unless payment 
la made in advance. You an retain the premium for 
each new subscriber a* you send us the name*.

If you obtain a sufficient number for a larg* pre
mium after your list U completed, be Bure and send us 
the name and address of each new subscriber you 
have sent* so that we may see it they all have been 
received by u% and been entered upon our book* 
correctly.

Specimen comic* of the Spiritual Scientist win be 
sent if you Wish them A* Aids tn getting neu names.

Subscription* to the Spiritual Scientist an com
mence at any time during the year.

HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL
Alway* give the name of the port-office from which 

you take your paper, when you write to ihe publishers 
to pay for the Spiritual Sciential, or lor any other pur- 
po*ou We cannot find your name* on our hooka un
less you do this.

In rending money, checks on Boston, New York or 
Philadelphia, made payable lo ihe order of £ Gerry 
Brown, are best foe Urge sums.

Pon-office money orders can be obtained in til city 
pci-offices, and In many of the large towns. Thor 
coot is alight, and the money is sure to coma; safely.

WTbn a'post-office order cannot be obtained, have 
your letter registered.

{ a* this season of the year is most favorable for getur j 
subscriptions. Many of you live where wc have no 
agents; most of you know of people who need hut 
the help to be derived from reading thia paj«r; ar 1 
all or vov have friends whom no agent an secure 
but who will be decided by a word from you.

May we not then count on each of onr readers Udo 
Minetniqf toward increasing the circulation ol the* 
Spiritual Scientist? It may seem but little that joi 
cm do, but the Aggregate of the work thus accom
plish td swells into very large proportions when it h 
brought together here.

If any of those yon think ought to haye it arc far 
away, a letter from you will decide them If any arc 
poor; you may be able to make them a present of 
the |wipcr. We do not ask you to neglect your other 
duties, but only to economise some of yo^r sjorc lime 
and devote it to the work,

We ask you to look ihe field over and note th* 
home* where this paper ought to go, and where, by 
a little effort arr your part, it may go, and Jor the 
sake of the good you on do bv putting this paper 
into homes that nerd it, and whose inmates may re
ceive through it great and lasting benefit, decide u 
make the effort. Address,

SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO.,
BOBTOM, MASS.

Ipint circle* in their own homes, with no Spirituals 
or professional medium present. Should no results be 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit
ters. One or more persons possessing medial powers 
without knowing it are lo be found la nearly every 
household.

>. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall cuter it, and that there shall be no 
interruption for one hour during the silling of th* cir
cle.

1. Let the circle consist of from three or fir* to tea 
individuals, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
of the hands on its lop surface, whether the hands 
touch each other or not is usually of no importance. 
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from 
the tabla for a few seconds doe* no harm ; but when 
one af the litters breaks the circle by leaving the table, 
it sometimes, but not always, very considerably delays 
me manifestations.

j. Before ihe silting begins, place some pointed lead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
table, to write down any communication that may be 
obtained.

<. People who do not like each other should not at 
in the same circle, for such * scant of harmony tends 
to present manifestations, except with well-developed 
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no influence on the maitifcstatioria, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

rage in general conversation or in singing, and it is 
best that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A 
prayerful, earnest feeling among the members of the 
circle gives the higher spirits more power to come to 
the circle, and make* it mor* difficult far th* lower 
spirits lo get near.

A The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
is often a feeling like * cool wind sweeping over the 
hands The first manifestation* will probably be 
table tilling, or rape.

y. When motion* of ihe cable or sounds are pro
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk lo the table as lo an intelligent be
ing. Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps 
mean “Yes," one means “No,” and two mean 
“Doubtful," and ask whether ihe arrangement is 
understood. If three signals be given la answer, then 
My, “ If I .peak the letter* of the alphabet slowly 
will you signal every time I come to the letter you 
want, and spell us out a message 1" Should three 
signals be given, set to work on the plan proposed, 
and from this time an intelligent system of communi
cation is established.

&. Afterwards the question should be put, “ A\ 
we Utting in the right order lo get the best manifesta
tion* I “ Probably some members of the circle will 
then be told lo change seats with eash ocher, and th* 
signal* wilt be afterwards strengthened. Next ask, 
- Who i« the medium I” When spirits come «s»ert- 
ing themselves to be related or known to anybody 
□resent, well-chosen questions should bo pul to test 
the accuracy of the statements, U spirits oat of the 
rody base all the virtues and all th* tailings of spirits 
it, the body.

A powerful phyrioi medium I* u«x*lly a person 
sf xn impuUlve, Affectionate, and genial nature, and 
/cry »emu live to meameric influence*. The Daaj'wiry 
4 media are ltdict

The best marP —. _m are obtained whs* the ma- 
diurn and all lbs' ..embers of the circle are strongly 
bound together by th# affectidei*, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and happy t the manifestation* are bora 
of ihe spirit, and shrink somewhat from th* lower 
mental influences of earth. Family circles, with no 
.rangers present, are usually the best.

If the arcle ia composed of person* with suitable 
temperaments, manifestation* will take place read
ily; if the contrary be the care, much perseverance 
will be necessary. ,

Possibly at the first sitting of a circle symptoms • 
other forma of mediumship than tit* er mpe way 
make their appmranc-



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 297
SPIRITUALISM IN THE UNITED STATES.

Boston. — Beading* and Dltcoiilou on Spiritual Science.
The fourth of Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten’s interesting 

readings from “Art Magic” took place on Sunday evening 
last, when a Crowded and deeply attentive audience was in 
attendance at New Era Hall, 176 Tremont SU Many stran
gers were present, who united with the habitues of the 
meetings in bearing testimony to their value, and the interest 
and instructiorK^hey derived from the readings. Several 
effective speeches were made by Messrs. George Bacon, 
Williams, Rose, John Wetherbee and others, and Mrs. Britten 
summed up the proceedings with a force and enthusiasm 
which fairly electrified her hearers. The subject under dis
cussion was “Sex Worship,” the details of which were ro 
delicately yet pointedly treated by the extraordinary writer 
quoted from, that none could fail to apprehend his meaning, 
yet the most scrupulous Christian of them all might have 
listened without a blush. The author took the ground that 
Sex, Solar and Serpent worship explained all the myths of 
antiquity, and formed the groundwork of all the theological 
systems that prevail in religious worship to this day, His 
logic is unanswerable, and an unusually fine reading was con
cluded by the following striking passages, which we quote as 
a specimen of this remarkable and original writer's style :

“The real spiritual truths of antiquity have never died; but 
yet their exhibition has only at times illuminated the ages 
with corruscations of light, so little understood that their holy 
radiance has been mistaken for the baleful glare of “Super- 
naturalism.” They have never died ; but, as yet, they only 
give promise, not a full assurance of the resurrection that is 
at hand.

“Mankind, absorbed in its devotion to the pursuits of ma
terial science, has ignored its spiritual interests, or carelessly 
committed them to the charge of an Ignorant and selfish 
Priesthood; but when the day of true spiritual awakening 
comes, when the Soul of the Universe shall be known and 
felt in the Souls of His Creatures, the light of this Spiritual 
revelation will shine upon husks and figments of the dead 
past, of which reason, no less than intuition, will be ashamed. 
It will show the lifeless bodies of ancient faiths, from which 
the soul has long fled, leaving nothing but dust and ashes, 
forms and ceremonies, surplices and shaven crowns behind.

“It will show the painted Clown and many-colored Harle
quins of the ecclesiastical circus, still performing their dreary 
tricks in an amphitheatre from which the stately personages 
of the grand Drama have vanished, when the curtain has 
fallen, the lights are quenched, on which the eternal midnight 
ol a dead age has set iu, with nothing to relieve the silence 
but the fluttering wings of the spectral ideas which already 
begin to flit forth into the morning of a new day, seeking the 
resurrecting life and light of a new Spiritual religion.”

It would be almost impossible to do justice, to the irres
istible energy which the reader threw into these striking 
pages, or the magnetic effect which they produced on the 
listeners. Mrs. Britten announced, for next Sunday, a lecture 
which should include a resume of the subjects read on previ 
ous occasions, to be followed by readings on “The Mundane 
Sub-Mundane and Super-Mundane Spiritism," of “Art 
Magic,” Mrs. Clapp sang two charming solos with fine effect.

New York.—Conference of SpirltuB-lfit#.

At tlie New York Conference last Snnday, Dr. White in 
the chair.

It was announced, that^s soon as the lady was prepared to 
do so, Mrs. Maud E. Lord would offer tests to the audience, 
and that, if the audience should desire it, as much time would 
be allowed her as she should require. The chairman hoped 
no one would insist upon his technical right to occupy ten 
minutes so long as her exhibitions should continue. Until 
the lady was ready speeches would be in order.

Dr. Lewis, said, ’'There would be nothing found in Mrs. 
Lord’s manifestations but could be accounted for on a mun
dane basis of Inherent but unrecognized human powers. He 
had many well authenticated instances, such as persons being 
seen and voices heard, commonly regarded as supernatural, 
but all could be accounted for naturally. The case mentioned 
last Sunday, by Mr. Hanford, where a ring was placed, 
In the dark seance, on his finger, was simply the result of hu
man will, for Mr. Hanford had admitted that the owner of the 
ring had willed it should be placed on his Mr. Hanford’s 
finger. That was the secret of it. The involuntary and un
conscious powers of the human organism have never had just 
credit and consideration given them.

Dr. Hallock said the Increased numbers of the audience, 
to-day, shows the great and laudable interest taken in the de
monstration of future existence. Until the days of modern

Spiritualism nothing but records, a printed book certainly, 
had been offered to Americans, to satisfy the natural yearn
ings of the human soul on the question of a hereafter. We 
Spiritualists are preaching to-day what Paul is recorded to 
have preached. Festus wanted to know what all the fuss was 
about and it turned out to be not at all what Festus had ex
pected ; but dimply because Paul declared Jesus was alive, 
while the priests and leading men asserted he was dead. That 
is just the contest and dispute to-day. Mrs. Lord and other 
mediums arc demonstrating and the ministers, the priests of 
our day, and the leading citizens, men of wealthana position 
arc denying that the dead live and show themselves. Take 
away this great fact of a demonstrated future existence from 
the Bibles of Christianity, of Judaism, of Mohamedanism 
and of Confuciusism, and all their religions topple to the 
ground. They have no other base. Spiritualism is doing 
what has never before been done ; presenting its evidences 
by myriads to the people. Mrs. Lord will dolt to-day: is do
ing it every day; so are others.

Mr. Hanford said he Is not a Spiritualist but a Bible Stu
dent, He had learned from it that “the dead know not any
thing.” He had preached it and believed it When at Mrs. 
Lora’s seances, in a position not to be touched by her, a 
great hand of a large man had been laid on his shoulder, 
small hands as of children had patted his face and a hand of 
a women had pressed him while the names of his father, of 
his wife and his children had been whispered in his ear. At 
the same time Mrs. Lord had said aloud that a message was 
sent for some one ; she could not understand its meaning; 
did not see there was any, “We are not unconscious," Mr. 
Hanford said he understood its meaning for he had been 
preaching the dead were unconscious and if these things 
proved to be real, then his teachings have been false. Mr. 
Hanford is a very large man of fine presence and great grav
ity of countenance and nature. Every one hearing him is 
satisfied of his sincerity and worth.

Mrs. Lord said she was not used to giving these public 
tests but what was given her she would give. She then, first 
from the platform,and, afterwards going through the audience 
described the spirits she said she saw near and for many per
sons, all of whom recognized them. Some of the fortunate 
ones stated clearly they had no previous knowledge of Mrs. 
Lord nor she of them ; but most were silent on this Import
ant point Consequently, however good to them the evidence 
might be, to the thinking public it was not of great value.

In some cases,it was known that the parties had been atten
dants at Mrs. Lord’s circles. It would be well if these pub
lic manifestations were confined to persons who had not had 
even that sort of intercourse with her. If the objects Is de
monstration the performance should have that character 
which qualifies them as testimony worthy of acceptation.

Mrs. Spence closed the Conference with a stirring speech 
contrasting the nature and benificence of Spiritualistic evi
dences and teachings with those of the priests. Her style and 
power were electric. The audience were both roused and 
carried by her earnestness and reasoning.

COLOR POISONING.
A belief in color poisoning by means of green dresses and 

green wall papers has already been forced upon tlie public by 
some tolerably conclusive evidence; but it seem? that the 
mischievous propensities of this color are far from being yet 
fully exposed. A French savant, M. Paul Bert, has just 
exhibited against it articles of impeachment of the gravest ’ 
character, supported by reports of a whole series of startling 
experiments. If his theory is true, it is not only tlie arsenic 
used in producing the color which does the injury, but the 
actual color itself; and a mere ray of green light is capable 
of affecting the health of the person exposed to it, apart from 
all aid afforded to it by the smell or presence of arsenic. To 
demonstrate this alleged fact, M. Bert has submitted several 
specimens of the sensitive plant to rays of different colors 
thrown upon them through stained glass, and in every case 
those which were treated to the most biilliant green light 
withered and died In the shortest time. In those plants which 
were exposed to a red light a peculiar phenomenon was 
observed. The tip or spikes of the leaves prolonged them
selves and grew forward, in a lean and hungry fashion, 
horizontally with the branch from which they sprang; while 
in a blue light the contrary effect was produced, the spikes 
standing out abruptly and perpendicularly from their stem 
On one of the plants being inclosed in a sort of lantern having 
red glass on one side and green on the other, instead of 
shrinking away from the poison on their right to the roseate 
antidote on their left, the leaves, as if by a fatal fascination, 
turned with one consent the other way, and literally looked 
death in the face.—Once a Week.
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THE CABALA.
The chief heads of the Cabalistic doctrine, as summarised 

by Brucker in his “Historia Critica Philosophic,” are these: 
From nothing, nothing can be produced, since the distance 
between existence and non-entity is infinite. Matter is too 
imperfect in its nature, aud approaches too near to non-entity 
to be self-existent The Being from whom all things proceed 
is a Spirit, uncreated, eternal, intelligent percipient having 
within Itself the principles of life and motion existing by the 
necessity of its nature, and filling thc immensity of space. 
This Spirit is Ensoph, the Infinite Deity. This Eternal 
Fountain of existence sends forth from himself natures of 
various orders, which, nevertheless, are still united to their 
source. The world is a permanent emanation from thc Deity, 
in which his attributes and properties are unfolded, and 
variously modified. The nearer any emanation is to the First 
Fountain, thc more perfect and divine is its nature; and the 
reverse. Before tlie creation of the world all space was filled 
with the Or Haen Soph, or Infinite Intellectual Light But 
when the volition for the production of nature was formed in 
the Divine Mind, the Eternal Light, hitherto equally diffused 
through the infinite expanse, withdrew itself to an equal dis
tance, in every direction, from a certain point, and thus left, 
about this centre, a spherical portion of empty space, or a 
field for the operation of emanation, by which all things were 
to be produced. In the space from which the Divine Light 
was thus withdrawn, there were still, however, some portions 
or traces left of thc Divine essence which were to become 
the receptacle of rays sent forth from the Eternal Fountain, 
or the basis of Future Worlds. From a certain part of thc 
concavity of Infinite Light, which surrounded the opaque 
sphere, the energy of emanation was first exerted, and rays 
were sent forth, In right lines, Into the dark abyss. Thc beam 
of light thus produced formed a channel, through which 
streams were to flow for the production of worlds. This 
beam was united to thc Concave of Light, and was directed 
towards the centre of the opaque sphere. From this lumi
nous channel streams of light flowed, at dilferent distances 
from the centre, in a circular path, and formed distinct circles 
of light, separated from the Concave of Light, or from each 
other, by portions of dark or empty space. Of these circles 
of light ten were produced, which may be called Sephirm, or 
Splendors.

The First Emanation from the Eternal Fountain—itself the 
source of all other emanations—may be distinguished by thc 
name of Adam Kadman, the First Man, thc first production 
of Divine Energy, or the Son of God. The Sephinc are 
fountains of emanation subordinate to Adam Kadman, which 
send forth rays of Divine Light, or communicate essence and 
life to inferior beings. The ten Sephira: are known, according 
to the order of emanation, by the names of Intelligence, (or 
the Crown), Knowledge, Wisdom, Strength, Beauty, Greatness, 
Glory, Stability, Victory, Dominion. These are not the in- 
struuients of the Divine operations, but media, through which 
the Deity diffuses himself through the sphere of the universe, 
and produces whatever exists. They are not beings detached 
from the Deity, but substantial virtues, or powers, distinctly, 
but dependently,sent forth from the eternal source of existence 
through the meditation of Adam Kadman, thc first emanating 
power, and becoming thc immediate source of existence to 
subordinate emanations. They are dependent upon the first 
fountain, as rays upon a luminary, which is conceived to have 
sent them forth with a power of drawing them back, at pleas
ure, into itself. The first in finite source of being is the En- 
sophlc World, or world of Infinity, within which, after the 
manner above described, four worlds are produced by the law 
of emanation, according to which the superior is the immediate 
source of tlie inferior; these are, Axilulh, or the world of 
emanation, including the Scphira ; Jezirah, or the world of 
forms, composed of substantial natures, derived from the 
superior spiritual suortances, and placed within ethereal vehi
cles, which they inform and animate; and Asiah, or the mate
rial and visible world, comprehending all those substances 
which are capable of motion, competition, dlvls'on and disso
lution. , These derived worlds are different evolutions or 
expansions-of the Divine Essence, or distinct classes of 
ibelags, in which the infinite light of the Divine Nature* is

exhibited with continually decreasing splendor, as they recede 
from the first fountain. The last and most distant production 
of the Divine Energy of emanation is energy, which is pro
duced when the Divine Light, by its recession from the Foun
tain, becomes so attenuated as to be lost in darkness, leaving 
nothing but an opaque substance, which is only one degree 
above nonentity. Matter has no separate and independent 
existence, but j? merely a modification, and permanent effect 
of the emanative energy of the Divine Nature. The Sephira 
or first order of emanative beings, existing in Azilulh, are 
superior to spirits, and are called Pazzuplim, persons, to denote 
that they have a substantial existence. The inhabitants of 
the second world are called “Thrones,” on account of the 
dominion which they possess over the various orders of 
“Angels” which inhabit the third world. The fourth, or 
material world, is the region of evil spirits, called Klipporth, 
the dregs of emanation. These are the authors of the evil 
which is found in the material world.; but they are continu
ally aspiring towards the Sepbine, and will, in the great revo
lution of nature, return into the inexhaustible fountain of 
Deity. Spirits of all orders have a material vehicle, less pure 
and subties In proportion to their distance from Ensoph ; and 
this vehicle is of the nature of the world next below that to 
which they belong. Metraton is the prince of Jezirah, or the 
angelic world, in which there are ten distinct orders; Sandal- 
phon, of Asiah, or the material world; these, together with 
the hosts over which they preside, and in different ways 
requiring renovation.

Tlie human soul, proceeding by emanation from the Deity, 
is an incorporeal substance, of the same nature wilh tlie 
Divine Intellect Being united to the body, one complex 
nature is produced, endued with reason and capable of action. 
The human soul consists of four parts—Nephesh, or the 
principle of vitality ; Ruach, or the principle of motion; Nes- 
chamah, or tlie power of intelligence; and Fechidah, a Divine 
principle, by means of which it contemplates superior nature, 
and even ascends to the Ensopbic world. All souls were 
produced at once, and pre-existed in Adam. Every human 
soul has two gurdian angels, produced by emanation, at the 
tine of the production of souls. Tlie mind of man is united 
to the Divine Mind,as the radius of a circle to its centre. The 
souls of good men ascend above the mansion of thc angels, 
and are delighted with the vision of the First Light, which 
illuminates all the worlds. The universe continues to exist 
by tlie Divine enenrgy of emanation. Whilst this energy is 
exerted, different forms and orders of beings remain ; when 
it is Withheld, all the streams of existence return into their 
fountain. The Ensoph, or Deity, containing all things within 
Himself, and there is always the same quantity of existence, 
either, created, as the Deity is unfolded, or evolved, by the 
various degrees of emanation, which constitute the several 
forms of orders of created nature.

This is the general outline of the Cabalistic philosophy, 
and although it may seem that it is merely a profession of 
faith, conferring no magic power, such a presumption will be 
found as baseless as any anticipation our readers may have 
formed to the effect that Jews of the present day had received 
a glorious heritage of sensible philosophy from their ances
tral Rabbins. When tbeologisls of tlie olden time tried to 
evade the criticism of skeptics, or the intuitively sensible 
curiosity of the ignorant, they soared to the skies of imagina
tion, and hid their meanings in the clouds. To them nothing 
was impossible, and when anything could not be accounted 
for by ordinary events, the extraordinary was invoked with 
remarkable success. The Cabalists could not halt at import
ing a senseless philosophy which required the imprisonment 
of the mind in the fetters of the marvellous, but they pro
fessed to be able, on account of their Divine character to be 
able themselves to achieve marvels. They whispered amongst 
their disciples that there, were certain forms and ceremonies 
by which miracles could be performed, and taking advantage 
of the commandment which forbade the use of the name of 
God on every' trivial occasion—and which the Jews had mag
nified, and still magnify, beyond the ordinary bounds of sup 
erslition—they made this awful name Name the centre of all 
their ckarlatana ie. They reckoned seventy-two forms of 
using the Name ; from which also, by different arrangements 
in seven, they produced seven hundred and twenty; and Be
sides this thev attached a magical importance to "uch things 
as David’s shield (the pentacle) and Solomon’s signet.
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THOUGHTS FROM A THINKER.— M. A. (OXONj’S 
NOTES ON THE PRESENT CRISIS.

BY HENRY S. OLCOTT.

Among the few writers on Spiritualism who command the 
respect of its adversaries, M. A. (Oxou) holds a high place. 
His ripe scholarship, joined with his unblemished persona] 
character, make whatever he says worthy of patient consider
ation. Honijcs in himself more admirable qualities, in my 
judgment/Uian any European authority upon the subject. 
He has, in a pre-eminent degree, the courage of his opinions. 
Recent events have shown him quite as ready to confront the 
most influential men of science as though he were not what 
he is — the personification of cautious deliberation. Such 
writers as he give dignity to any cause they advocate ; and if 
Spiritualism includes in its ranks a few master minds, it is 
because they have been attracted to its study by the argu
ments and example of such worthy advisers.

I speak of this gentleman with the warm appreciation 
begotten of long and confidential correspondence; and it 
would rejoice me to have his writings known throughout this 
country, wherever two investigators of phenomena are to be 
found together.

M. A. (Oxon) has recently published his views upon the 
direct and indirect bearings of the Slade case upon Spiritual
ism and the general public. Human Nature for January 
contains a paper on “The Present Crisis," which is notable for 
its impartial treatment of the events of the hour, and their 
probable issue. From the advanced sheets, kindly forwarded 
to me, I make the following meagre summary;

Spiritualism, he says, has come to materialistic scientists 
as a portent and a problem. It is a return to superstition; a 
survival of savagery j a blot on nineteenth century intelligence. 
Laughed at, it laughs back: scorned, it gives back scorn for 
scorn. What is to be done with it? The time for answering 
this question has come. The Slade prosecution supplies the 
response of the naturalist. “Every engine that can be used 
will be brought to bear to crush; evciy blot and flaw will be 
picked out; every slip we make will be pounced upon ; every 
scandalous story of imposture made the most of. We mu-t 
be prepared to set our house in order, if we would not have it 
very rudely done for us." ...... “Without going 
at length, just now, into the whole question at issue, it may be 
comprehensively said, without much fear of contradiction, 
that an observer who looks at the broad aspect of Spiritualism 
without any intimate knowledge of the subject, would see in 
it much to astonish, much to startle, much even to fill him 
with a certain vague alarm."

This is no common age that we live in. The signs of the 
times are such as usually precede “some great revolution in 
the history of a people.” Restless inquiry, a cautious trying 
of old institutions to see if they have the right to exist; ram. 
pant speculation; and eager expectation of something to 
come. In politics, religion and science, titanic forces are 
working from beneath upward. “Bit by bit the old power is 
slipping away from churches and creeds." Man is emanci
pating himself. Religion means now to him “a theosophy 
which does not run counter to the lives of human science ; 
which tells him of his nature and destiny, of the place whence 
he came, and the life to which he goes; which puts before 
him a God that he can worship, an ideal to which the loftiest 
aspirations may reach up. ”

Within the pale of orthodox theology, even within the 
precincts of the Royal Society, he observes men of learning 
who not only affirm the reality of our immortality, but that 
they have had scientific evidence of the fact.

But the intelligent observer is surprised at “the strange 
contradictions," the grotesque absurdities (as they seem to 
him), the trifling puerilities, the mixture of the holiest truth/' 
with the plainest fraud, that he fancies he detects all around 
him. He will early obtain proof of the reality of the phenom
ena, “but he will have some difficulty in correlating the 
intelligence with that of a departed human being, unless he is 
more than ordinarily fortunate. . . . On the surface lie 
the most patent contradictions, what to him, in the light of his 
ideal, seem the most puerile follies. Shakspeare returns to 
demonstrate his own imbecility ; Bacon to talk bad English 
and worse philosophy. Leaders of public thought in ages

long past, saints and sages whose lofty philosophy and noble 
religious ideas are still a power among us, return to sanction 
the crudest speculation.^, or to give utterance to the most 
dangerous doctrines, which have only to be believed and acted 
upon in order to revolutionize society, and turn the wheel of 
progress backward."

This is as severe a criticism upon Spiritualism as any I 
myself have been anathematized for; and it is from a person 
who is both one of the most influential of living Spiritualists, 
and one of the greatest mediums of our -day. He is to be 
honored by all candid men for these brave words. He pro
poses the only possible remedy forthe evils above enumerated 
—the purification of the cause, Ils phenomena, its mediums 
its circles, and its adherents, and the spread of a correc 
knowledge of Man and his powers. “Instead," says he, “c 
permitting or tolerating what may wear even the appearance 
of fraud, whether the authors of that fraud he men or con
trolling spirits, we should set ourselves scrupulously to 
eliminate it by making the conditions of investigation such 
as to preclude its possibility. Instead of dragging spirit down 
to matter, we should try to raise ourselves to the plane of 
spirit, and to enter into relations with intelligences of moral 
consciousness and integrity, who will teach us what we want 
to know. In short, we must study the science of spirit, the 
laws of mediumship, the principles that govern intercourse 
between the world of spirit and the world of matter, the 
means by which we may avoid wh t we all agree, I hope, in 
deploring."

He discusses Spiritualism in both its exoteric, or public, 
and esoteric, or private, aspects : embracing the questions of 
creed, division of the labor of investigation ; unity of action 
for the common defence against materialistic raids ; the puri
fication of circles; the medium and the nature of mediumship. 
Personal experience qualifies him in an eminent degree to 
handle the last branch with vigor and intelligence. The 
advice he gives ought to be adopted as the rule to govern 
every “circle,” for that unfortunate class, the mediums, would 
thus be treated with the kindness, discrimination and liberal
ity it deserves.

Well would it be for Spiritualism it its leaders would study 
and take to heart the suggestion of M. A. (Oxon), embodied 
in the present article. But I have no idea that they will 
Things threaten to go on as they have all along; and, unless 
the best men arouse themselves before long, this torrent of 
psychological truth, that burst from the rock of modern mate
rialism, thirty years ago, will thunder down into the abyss, of 
which one side is Credulity, and the other Dogmatism.

WHAT A PROMINENT SCIENTIST ASSERTS.
The aid of gas or fire-light was not required to distinguish 

the various sitters present at a circle in Liverpool in company 
with William Hitchman, M. D., who describes the manifesta
tions that took place. The spirit lights, he says, were “so 
brilliantly splendid and luminous that they illuminated the 
persons of the mediums and sitters." Dr. Hitchman is the 
late president of the Liverpool Anthropological Society,’and 
has probably as many titles from scientific associations at 
home and abroad as'any other man in England. Hear him. 
In speaking oi another circle, he says : “The centre-table of 
the room first gradually ‘bowed,’ as it were, to each person 
present, then rose more than a foot, and remained for fifty
seven seconds suspended without the touch of mortals; it 
next slowly descended, and kept time and tune as cleverly as 
could the possessor of those phrenological organs in the best- 
developed head of humanity. ... I then placed a violin 
upon the top of a cabinet (which none but myself could possi
bly reach), and asked to be favored with a little music, 
whereupon it began to be very skilfully manipulated by some 
invisible master-hand, evoking sounds richly and rarely sweet, 
as it floated round the room. After answering various ques
tions which I put, either in writing upon paper, or by raps 
upon the ceiling, chairs, table, or the heads of sitters, not one 
of which was submitted In English, but, on the contrary, in 
Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, French and German, the violin 
at my own request, left the top of the wardrobe, or cabinet, 
shook hands, so to speak, with me in a really demonstrative 
manner, and remained tightly fixed under my ann, to the 
evident consternation and dirmay of previous unbelievers.”
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REMOVAL. n
The Spiritual Scientist is now located at 20 Devon

shire Street,—the hew building next below our old loca
tion. In removing, some correspondence has been neg
lected that will be attended to immediately that we are 
fully settled in our new quarters. Wc ask the indulgence 
of those who are expecting replies to inquiries lately 
addressed to the paper.

TO OUR FRIENDS.
No greater proofs are required to show that we are 

approaching better tithes, than are found in the statistics 
of our foreign commerce. During the past year, the 
balance of trade with foreign ports has been largely in 
our favor, and the import of specie and bullion during 
the month of November was three times as much as that 
of the same month in 1875.

Gradually is our great system of national industries 
throwing off the unhealthy influences of war and infla
tion, and returning once more to health and prosperity. 
Everything tends to show that the long period of busi
ness stagnation is ending. The day dawns apace. The 
night has been long, and dark, and feverish, but ills 
gone. We are already at the very threshold of the morn
ing.

Trade is reviving. On the wharf, in the counting 
room, the shop, the factory, there is the pulsation of a 
new life. The speedy return of business activity is now 
inevitable. It can not longer be delayed.

To the many who have so nobly stood by the Spiritual 
Scientist we take this method of sending our congratula
tions. During the whole period of its existence—the 
past three years—the great interests of the country have 
been smitten with the seeming paralysis of death ; but 
the friends of the Spiritual Scientist have not forgotten 
to sustain it, although oppressed with their own burdens. 
We thank them one and all.

THE DR. MONCK PROSECUTION.
The Dr. Monck defence fund committee of London, 

Eng., have issued an appeal, and our address to the pub
lic which have been sent to us with a request to print 
them in our columns. We took no active part in agitat
ing the necessity of a defense fund for Dr. Slade, nor 
can we conscientiously undertake to interest our readers 
in Dr. Monck’s fund, even if it could be of service to 
him. That it cannot we infer from the latest news in 
his case, which by cable-gram is that the London Court 
of Exchequer has affirmed the decision-of the Hudders
field magistrates, convicting Dr. Monck, under the va

grant act, and sentencing him to three month’s imprison
ment, with hard labor.

M. A. (OXON)’S PAMPHLET.
In another place we print Col. Olcott’s notice of the article 

that our highly respected English correspondent, M. A. (Oxon) 
contributes to the current number of Human Nature. He 
writes Cot Olcott,that he intends reprinting this and his pre
vious article on the Slade case in pamphlet form, under the 
title of “The Slade Case: its facts and lessons. A Record 
and a warning.” It will comprise 40 pages, large 8vo, and 
be sold at the low price o’ sixpence sterling. See the adver
tisement Every spiritualist should have a copy.

A PSYCHOMETRICAL LIFE OF JESUS.
Mrs. Elizabeth Denton is now, and will be . for years to 

come, engaged in compiling a life of Jesus through her psy
chometric power. Pebbles, pieces of stones, ruins, etc., have 
been obtained from Palestine, and by means of these Mrs. 
Denton is enabled to pass into the sensitive state that places 
her en rappart with the scenes through which these objects 
have passed. For weeks at a time, Mrs. Denton is thus 
thrown into this atmosphere; living in the past and seeing the 
scenes that then occurred, being a companion with Jesus or 
the Apostles in the important incidents of their career. It is 
a most singular power, and illustrates how great are the pos
sibilities, in this life, even, of one’s soul or spirit Mrs. Den - 
ton is a profound scholar, and will cull from ancient history 
such matter as will illustrate her psychometric perceptions . 
She is of the opinion that Jesus did exist, and that many 
notices of him appeared in various works that were subse
quently erased by the wise ones, who considered them 
inconsistent with their no'.ions. These researches will awaken 
great interest when they appear in print

A SPIRIT HAND.
A detached spirit-hand grasping a silk handkerchief that 

was presented, and holding it two feet from the floor in a 
vertical position, Is what William Oxley, of Manchester, says 
he saw in the light in the presence of Dr. Monck Eight 
witnesses signed their names, saying they saw it also. The 
hand was at first semi-transparent, then grew more and more 
dense, until finally it became quite solid, seized a piece of 
slate pencil, and in presence of all the sitters, wrote “God 
bless you all." Mr. Oxley says: “If human testimony is of 
any value at all, then 1 claim that the exhibition of such a 
phenomenon is Worthy of better treatment than the sneers of 
ignorance and the rancor of bigots, who believe none but 
themselves, whet)' an unwelcome truth or fact is presented to 
them.” > ( }______________

AN INTERIOR VIEW OF THE OUTER WORLD.
Andrew Jackson Davis writes an article in the Banner 

under the above title. For a long time he has practised upon 
associating with thc name of an object or thing, a quality and 
its full significance; such as lamb-innocence, lion-strength, 
etc. He agrees with Swedenborg in saying that the spiritual 
world is within the natural world as the spiritual man is within 
the natural man. He then applies his acquired method, and 
graphically describes his vision of “New York in the spiritual 
world.” The people in the streets and stores, saloons, hospi
tals, hotels aud habitations, assumed appearances according 
to their ruling loves, desires, qualities, conditions and occupa
tions. The following are a few of the appearances according 
to his acquired method: “One gentleman’s shoulder was 
loaded with the bead of a certain horse, upon which his 
thoughts and affections were set; a blackbird rode on the 
head of a gentleman high in office; a man seemingly great in 
control wore a dog-collar around his neck, with the initials of 
his office engraved upon it; a ministerial looking man walked 
like a beetle, Which was an Egyptian symbol of the world; a 
splendid ram’s head surmounted the face of a public charac
ter, which corresponded to intellect and pride, destitute of 
love and good will; a dealer in gold and silver was all over 
perfectly black, except bis hands and forehead; another man, 
in the same place, had a few violets, and the most beautiful 
tiny flowers growing out of his shoulders, showing that it was 
only the force of circumstances that made him a money 
changer—his affections and aspirations being far different
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AN ENGLISH MEDIUM OR IMPOSTOR SEN

TENCED.
The case of William Lawrence of London, the East End 

Spiritualist case, as it is there called, and reference to which 
•was made in these columns last week, has been settled. The 
judge sentenced him to three months in the House of Correc
tion and refused his appeal; so that by this time he is serving 
out the sentence. The witnesses against him swore positively 
to much the same incidents as those chronicled lately con
cerning Mrs. Bennett, who conducted the West End materi
alization factory in this city. The ghost came out, was caught, 
held, and Mr. Lawrence was in the hands of investigators, 
who at once commenced a prosecution, resulting as above 
stated. The London spiritual papers say that they do not 
know whether he is a medium or not; and that in the future 
(probably meaning after his sentence expires), it will be easy 
to ascertain, and then the merits of the case will be better 
understood than at present.

DIRECT WRITING AND TABLE-TIPPING.
The Research Committee of the British National Associa

tion of Spiritualirts have had an experimental seance with Dr. 
Slade at their rooms. The committee furnished the slates, 
pencils, chairs and tables needed. They heard the writing in 
-one of their closed slates Immediately after they had prepared 
it, and while it was in their sight The table rose slowly and 
vertically, by request, while it was under careful observation. 
Under the closest observation it rose twice, about six Inches 
from the ground, the top remaining perfectly horizontal during 
the movements. Witnesses, Desmond G. Fitzgerald, M. S. 
Tel., E. and J. W. Gray, C. E.

EXPERIMENTAL SEANCES.
Charles Blackburn, Esq., of Manchester, Eng., is paying 

thc expenses of a series of seances with different mediums, 
under the strictest test conditions, at the rooms of the British 
National Association of Spiritualists. They are given with a 
view of ascertaining what manifestations can be obtained from 
the unseen powers. A careful record is kept of each seance. 
William Newton, F.R.G.S., reports one conducted by Dr. C. 
Carter Blake, the 4th ult. Mr. Eglinton was the medium 
employed. He is attended by a “Joey," who, It is claimed, is 
a spirit that possesses power to move material objects. Mr, 
Eglinton’s hands were sewn behind his back by means of a 
strong thread uniting his shirt sleeves (his coat having been 
dispensed with), while his wrists were also secured with tape 
tied firmly in hard knots. His knees and legs were visible, 
protruding between the curtains of the cabinet. Fingers were 
protruded freely, and a closed matchbox laid upon his knees 
was taken in by a right hand and returned open, with a small 
candle attached exposed to view. It was again taken into thc 
cabinet, and upon request “Joey" struck a light a few inches 
above the floor, and not on it; the light was visible through 
the curtain. A snuff-box was also taken in and returned 
open; the two parts of a sliding cigar case were returned sep
arately; the medium’s watch and chain, purse and pocket 
handkerchief were placed outside the cabinet, but were again 
taken within, the purse, as was afterward found, being replac
ed in his pocket; also the watch, with the chain hanging loose. 
At the close of the seance, an examination of the medium was 
made, when it was found that a loose end of the tape from 
the wrist had been knotted to the back rail of the chair, while, 
with the exception of a single thread which had become 
detached from the shirt sleeves, the whole of the fastening 
remained intact, and had to be severed with a knife.

Boston.—Mr*. Scaiter*ood>
Mrs. Scattergood, trance speaker from England, lectured 

on Sunday afternoon very acceptably at Parker Fraternity 
Hall. The subject was, “Who will roll the stone from the 
door of the sepulchre ? ” The stone symbolized was the 
materialism of the present age and the scepticism and doubt 
as to the future life that prevails on the subject even with pro
fessing Christians. Spiritualism with its phenomenal facts 
was the power destined to raise thc stone and to raise human
ity into a higher and happier state than ever before attained. 
The address indicated the ability on the part of the speaker 
to accomplish much good, if opportunities are afforded her to 
address popular audiences. Mrs. Scattergood speaks again 
next Sunday at the same lime and place.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
The father of the Davenport boys is lecturing in this 

country.
. Some of the spirit manifestations are now attended with 
a cadaverous odor.

Texas Spiritualists are to unite with liberals, and a con
vention for that purpose is called for Feb. 22.

Nelly J. T. Brigham is speaking for the Brooklyn (N.Y.) 
Spiritualist Society, and will continue to do so during the 
month of February.

“Ghost Life" is what J. Enmore Jones calls it It is, per
haps, a little shorter and more comprehensive than future 
istence orjiving in the spirit-world.

The Lourdes water, by which miraculous cures are said 
to be effected cannot be exported without the sanction of thc 
authorities on the spot It cannot be sold.

Professor Denton says that he traces the first statement 
of the fact that objects contain within themselves their own 
history to the work by Professor Gregory, a work which he 
regards as the most advanced in the literature of momem psy
chological discovery.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten in her series of readings 
has drawn together the most intelligent audiences that have 
convened in the interests of Spiritualism far many months. 
There has been a steady increase in the attendance and the 
most prominent Spiritualists are manifesting an interot. The 
readings are given every Sunday evening at 174 Tremont 
street, New Era Hall.

Dr. A. M. Shew, Superintendent of the Connecticut Hos
pital for the Insane, contradicts the frequently expressed 
opinion that there are 10,000 persons in the asylums of the 
United States, who have been crazed by Spiritualism. The 
Connecticut Hospital has, since 1868, received 1200 patients, 
and not one became insane from the cause.

Warren, who alternates as a medium and an exposer, and 
advertises with flaming hand bills, was detected at Marlboro1 
in not keeping his promises in the former role, and a warrant 
has been issued for his arrest for a violation of the Sunday 
law.

The Editor of the Magazine, formerly a Methodist min
ister and Editor of the Memphis Christian Advocate, says 
that Spiritualists agree upon more cardinal principles than do 
the hundreds of sects who claim the Bible as the basis of their 
belief.

Loring Moody will lecture in Paine Hall on Sunday after
noon, Feb. 18, at 3 o’clock, on Heredity and Race Improve
ment ; The True Plan of Salvation.

The following is from the Pontiac, Illinois, Sentinel, of 
the 25th of January: “ Miss Allie and Hattie Fyfe happened in 
at a photograph gallery in this city to have their pictures taken. 
After the pictures were brought home they discovered two 
hitherto unseen beings (supposed to be citizens of another 
world) hovering over them. The artist on being questioned, 
says he knows nothing about the matter, as the glass was 
pure and clean when put into the camera. We have heard of 
such things taking place in Boston and New York, but it Is 
the first time that we have heard of angels visiting Pontiac."

THE OUTLOOK.
NOTES AND NEWS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES.

England
The Scientific and Literary Review (London, Eng.) says, 

that Dr. Collyer’s pamphlet on the Slade prosecution, “like 
all productions from the pen of Dr. Collyer is clear and forci
ble ; and certainly what he states wilh regard to Slade and 
his so-called spirit-writing should cause everybody to pause 
and give the matter further consideration before they venture 
to decide that Slade is a mere juggler and impostor."

Messrs. Munton and Morris, solicitors to Dr. Slade, have 
commenced proceedings in the High Court of Justice against 
Mr. Maskelyne, the conjuror, for alleged slander.

It is announced that the presence of too many people 
weakens the results at seances for physical manifestations.

Ouston has a boy medium. He Is only eight years of age, 
but is controlled and speaks.

And now they say that the wonderful Psyche in Egyptian 
Hall, London, is not a piece of mechanism, but operated by 
a genius of the Tomb Thumb species, who is Inside the cyl- 
inder,and that the fact may be proved by poking a long needle 
under the arm of the image when It will call out A E I O U 
like any other injured mortal.

France,
In opening a new year all the foreign journals, without ex

ception, are aglow with gratitude for the steady and abun,
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dant increase in the glad fruitage of Spiritualism. The Paris 
Review has several agreeable pages on this subject. But it 
has also this, showing with what tenacity the memory ot their 
‘Master,” as he is sometimes termed, is to be guarded : "We 

have blamed M. Aksakow, who has loaned his hand to an un
just attack against Allan Kardec j but we render justice to 
sincere men who work for the cause though they may not be 
re-incarnationlsts.”

The “Review" has heretofore spoken of the use of silk 
in cases of obsession and madness. It now says that Mons. 
Rondeau, Chief of “group” in Paris, has already, in two cases 
of obsession excessively dangerous, (or pcniblcs\, employed 
it with great success. One of the persons referred to, now 
quite cured, is to furnish the Review with a full account of 
all that was done.

Mons. Tounier In reply to an attack upon some misun
derstood remarks of his says : “There are mediums who be
lieve that because they are in communication with the spirits, 
they are capable of mastering all subjects. Such as these 
will inevitably become the sport of spirits mystifeateurs, or 
dupes to those which claim to be learned,” the faux savants..

From Bordeaux comes an excellent and sensible com
munication through the medium Mme. Kreil: “The letter kills 
but the spirit vivifies,” is the beginning of what the spirit has 
to say. Further on : “The philosophy of Spiritualism begins 
to emerge from Its infancy, from its repose, its tenderness; it 
quits Inflowered walks and enters into the halls of study, 
blow the spirits offer all they can of encouragement They 
have raised, caressed, fortified; the moment of work com
mences.

A letter from Dr. Fisher in Paris expresses great sym
pathy for M. Leymarie and at the same time great encourage- 
men. He says that from his correspondents in Germany, 
England, and America, he learns that spiritual manfestations 
become more and more convincing; that from all quarters 
comes the conviction that wc are in the truth ; that the doc
trines of A. Kardec are more and more clearly affirmed, that 
to our short agitated life succeeds one that is real, large and 
grand for those who know how to well fill up their days here.

Little or no attention is paid in this country to visions in 
a glass of water. Madame Bourdin in France has obtained 
such, both beautiful and convincing. After tlie death of a 
lady whom she much loved, she saw her in this way,sustained 
by a spirit of a high order, as one would sustain an invalid 
or a convalescent.

Belgium.
The secretary of the Union Society of Belgium takes 

exception to the writings of two recent authors whose works 
are certainly exceedingly popular. He says: “Does it not 
seem to you that Mons. Jacolliot and his imitator, Sr Dn Tor 
res-Solanot publish ideas and advance facts (?) which are 
nothing more than suppositions on their part or interpreta
tions too superficial of texts whose authenticity is nowhere 
recognized in the learned world among those solely competent 
to judge oi these things ?

“We have before us," says the editor of the “Messenger,1 
“an excellent brochure of 170 pages, containing eight lectures 
delivered at Ostende by M. Dr. Dupuis. We cannot suffici 
ently recommend this to our readers. It contains much that 
is instructive and interesting on the grandeur and existence 
of God, the souls being through successive stages, the chas
tisement of the spirit, Fraternity, and God in progress.

“Cladovens,” which appears every two weeks, is also 
very highly spoken of. It is made up chiefly of letters to 
children, and is full of all that is gentle and good, full of those 
inspiring traits of character which commend it to thb lender 
mind where it Impresses its golden shadows.

One of the most forcible articles that have appeared in the 
Belgium journals in behalf of the paramount importance of 
Spiritualism, is based upon statistics of the number of sui
cides that annually take place. Spiritualism is at once the 
preserver and comforter of man. A true Spiritualist would 
not attempt to “put an end to his life." He would as soon 
think of putting an end to eternity.

Spain.

The conversion to Spiritualism of the distinguished gen
eral in the Spanish service, Don Joaquin Bassols, has caused 
no little comment, and has doubtless led many to consider 
the subject worthy of their serious regard. In the introduc
tion to a notable work by D. Julian de Zugaste, entitled “El 
Bandolerismo,”is a reference to general Bassols and his Spirit
ualism, and while the author says, very prudently, that he 
neither applauds nor condemns him, he ados that he has not 
occupied himself with any like system.

“Does matter do It all ? ” The editor of the Madrid 
Criteria gives a very kind and pungent notice of Mr. Sarg- 
gent’s little pamphlet, with the above title, addressed to Prof.

Tyndall. He says that Mr. Sargent has used the most courte
ous language in repelling the low ribaldry of the English 
professor, while his clear forcible logic is more than a match 
for materialistic speculations. He shows also the incompe
tency of the professor to treat the question philosophically. 
Mr. Sargent's little brochure is in a strain or lofty dignified 
sarcasm that must have cut to the quick any thing but a 
brass dog.

Many persons make no distinction between the soul and 
the spirit. A writer in the above named magazine by asking 
some pertinent questions, endeavors lo show that there is a 
difference. He considers that it is the spirit which gives to 
the material its life, passion, movement and puts it in relation 
with ths soul. If the soul goes to heaven and the body re- 
tun s t o the dust, what is the beloved form dial appears to 
us ? Is it not that our spirit aproximates then to other spirits? 
According to the French writers, the soul needs a body as 
well as the body a spirit, and this is I believe, their perisprit.

“The Buch Sentido of Lerida has tciminated those curious 
notes (apuntox) which it has been publishing respecting the 
Inquisition, with a general resume ot its victims in Spain,, 
from 1481 to 1808. taking the “History" of M. Leonardo Gal
lois, who gives tne following figures: Burnt alive, 34,658, 
sentenced to the gallies, etc, 288,214, making (with their pun
ishment) in all 240,921 victims of the Inquisition in 428 years.

In the province of Madrid they are about to establish a 
“Hospital of the Child Jesus." It is for destitute children 
and the object is, as it ought to be, highly commended. A 
remarkably good feature in it is that the “Spanish Spiritual 
Society "has offered to maintain one cuua (a curia is a cradle 
or small bed, or Founding Hospital) in said institution. A 
temporary place has provisionally been secured in el barrice 
de las Penuelas. Perhaps, and very likely, the euna may re
fer lo what we term a "ward" in a hospital.

The Criteria is soon to publish a valuable communication 
written in French, under the title of La Turquie. It is prob
ably one of a series from the pen of an estimable brother in 
the Spiritual cause, M. Clavairoz residing at Trieste.

Mexico.

Some time since it was announced in the Mexican /lust- 
tracion that there were some Catholic priests who would hear 
confessions from Spiritualists. This is noticed in home jour- 
uals, i. a,in Spain, and rather commended as a charitable step 
in the road pursued by Jesus; for Spiritualism upholds every 
religious practice and precept whose moral aim and real worth 
are unexceptionable.

From the tomb has ascended that bright spark, that deity 
in a noble man,which had so well illumined the mortal temple 
of Sr Dn Mariano Conde. He was a member of the "Cen 
tral Spiritual society” of Mexico and was highly esteemed.

We hope that we shall have space for many extracts from 
the learned articles in Ihe /lustration from the pen of Don 
Juan Cordero-1 We will quote now only a couple of para- 
grphs:"Like Charles Fourier,Pythagoras considered that there 
were mysterious gelations between the intellectual world andl 
the physical world; these relations manifested themselves 
through the medium of numbers; the triangle was an image 
of the attributes of the Supreme Being."

“The eternity of suffering (las benai) was not foreign to 
the penal system of Pluton. Virgil (dEneida can. 6) pretends 
that Teseo was forever seated in a chair,the posture being his 
torment"

Chateaubriand dives in the above named noble Mexi
can magazine, a characteristic communication through the 
mediumship of J. Calero. It opens with a brilliant, beautiful 
paragraph that could hardly be rendered into English.

Chinn

Mrs. Elgie Corner (Florence Cook), writing from Shang
hai to England, says : “Spiritualism is progressing out here ; 
I have given several seances, and some figures appeared. 
There is some sort of Spiritualism among the Chinese, but 
they will nqt admit ‘Elopians’ (Europeans). They are a queer 
lot, very superstitious, and as a rule, the greatest liars and 
thieves in existence.

New Zealand.

A correspondent of Caversham, Dunedin, writes of 
manifestations at a circle in that place. Entrancement and 
communications in strange tongues, raps, lights in stars, or 
flashes, and a vague white mist, sometimes rising and at 
others falling. An entranced medium stirs up with nis naked 
hands a hot lignite Are, and bolds his arms in the flames of a 
candle.

The Spiritual Scientist will be sent to any address in he 
United States five months for one dollar.



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 273
WHY I AM A SPIRITUALIST AND WHY I COULD 

NOT DE.
NUMBER IV.

In the writing which was unconsciously done through me 
I could feel tho„cleclric shocks first applied, like a hundred 
fine needle-pricks to the extensor muscles on the back of my 
hand, and then to the flexors inside. Thus the writing was 
produced. Abekt those days, or just before, a young girl In 
perfect health, at the hotel in Peru, Illinois, foretold, first, her 
coming sickness, and later, her coming death. On my own 
farm, a German shepherd, commenting on our inability to 
staunch thc bleeding of a small artery in a young colt, said,

“In my country an old woman would stoo the bleeding.” 
“How?"
“ You’d laugh at me if I told. ”
When assured 1 would not, he replied, “She would say, ‘ I 

believe,’ and it would stop.”
One of my men, putting the ramrod in a fowling piece, had 

the load discharged through the palm of his hand. Dr. BuL 
lock attended him for weeks, without results. The German 
shepherd found one of that class of women in our then neigh 
borhood, took my man Brooks to her, and she “said certain 
words" over the wound, which healed at once, beginning with 
the very day. So Brooks assured me, and I had no reason 
to doubt him. My shepherd’s wife died, and the room was 
“filled with angels." She was a convert from Romanism to 
Protestantism, and born in Ireland. A Romanist servantgirl 
in Ottawa died, the room being filled with angels. A merchant 
in Ottawa, generally considered “a flint skinner,” died shout
ing, “How glorious the room is, filled with angels.” All these 
cases were affirmed to be true by persons well considered as 
reliable.

In those days the Mormons were moving to Salt Lake. 
They claimed to have the gilts of longues, healing and proph
ecy. Their Revelation asserted that a sword was suspended 
over the United States, and that they, by going out, should 
escape it (Was it so ? ")

A German shoe-maker at Lockport, Illinois, told me he had 
recently buried a child, and that next morning on wakening 
found his other child playing on the loot of his bed, and calling 
to his parents that his deceased brother had come back and 
was playing with him. I told this statement to a highly intel
ligent lady of Geneva, N. Y., a daughter of General S., one of 
the earliest military engineers graduated from West Point. 
She assured me that she had been, then recently, wakened in 
thc morning by her two little nieces calling out, “Come here, 
Aunty! See these little angels coming through the wall!" 
And that they continued to sec them when she reached their 
room, though she could not. I packed all these things away 
in my memory. I began to find thc weight of evidence grow
ing in the direction that Protestant priests and scientific 
doctors might be mistaken when they first asserted that there 
were no spirits seen or heard from because “the canon of the 
.Scriptures is full,” and others that there could be none, because 
“it would be supernatural, and the supposed phenomena can 
be explained away upon the hypothesis of disordered nervous 
systems.”

Spiritualism was, as yet, limited to few believers, and its 
mediums few. But the Fox girls had from the beginning 
inserted that the gifts which they had received were to become 
widespread at an early day. Has their prophecy been 
fulfilled ? Yet I could not be a Spiritualist It was discredit-
able.

New York, Feb. 3, 1877.
Bronson Murray.

PREMONITIONS.
Many well authentiated evidences of remarkable presenti

ments of coming disaster arc recorded, and one that is unusu
ally surprising is the case of a*Mr>Eeese of Ohio. A few 
years ago he was away from home with his wife and children. 
When about to return, a strange disinclination seized him to 
go oy a certain train, and his -mind was weighed down by a 
powerful impression of some impending calamity. Not long 
before he had a kind of waking dream, in which he saw his 
wife and children in coffins in a church, as distinctly and 
vividly as though real, and yet he was wide awake. But he 
thought it would be foolish to be influenced by such impres
sions, and went on. The result was a railroad disaster, in

which his wile and both his children were killed. He resolved 
then that if he should ever have another premonition of thc 
kind he would heed it Just before the late terrible disaster 
near Astabula, on the Lake Shore Railroad, he was away from 
home with his family, having married again, and was intending 
to return on thc train which was destroyed, when the same 
presentiment came over him as before, and he went another 
way, and so escaped that terrible calamity.

DARWIN rs PEEBLES, OR THE ORIGIN OF MAN. 
BY BUDDHA.

I f the red slayer think he slays, 
Or if thc slain think he is slain. 

They know not well the subtle ways 
I keep, and pass, and turn again.

P. W. Emerson.
That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath

already been. Solomon.
On last Sunday evening it was my privilege to listen to a 

lecture on the above subject by “the boy orator," Thomas 
Walker, “under the control of Mungo Park."

It was a well disgested summary of the more salient points 
of Darwinism and other theories of man’s origin and devel
opment, stated with great fairness and an evident thorough 
understanding of the subject as entertained by the different 
schools.

Why the name of Mr. Peebles was introduced as a part of 
the subject of the lecture I do not know, as there was no ref
erence made to him personally during the lecture.

Darwinism evidently stood higher in favor with thc speaker 
than any of the other theories, and with an amendment of 
his own, it was accepted as true. He revived the arguments 
from natural selection, and adaptability, from archaeology, 
geology, ethnology, and embryology; by which is demon- 
straed thc incalculable antiquity of man, the endless variety 
of his species, that he did not originate from one pair, but 
many; his close physiological resemblance to the lower forms 
of life; and his embryonic progress through the leading forms 
of inferior life; all of which were acknowledged as worthy of 
our deepest consideration, if not entire acceptance.

The speaker at this point parted from Darwin and the 
common interpretation of his school and refused to be the 
descendant or ascendant of the chirapangec or gorrilla. Man 
he declared had always been man, and monkeys would always 
be monkeys and no development or culture could placethem 
beyond thc developing line between monkeys and men, and so 
also of every germ of animals.

He favored thc theory of spontaneous generation, that 
Life and Nature were not one, but their union was organic 
formation, and wherever the conditions for life were, their life 
would bc, but in the formation of the protoplasm, the Protos 
was in heaven and the plasma in earth, thus every form of 
life in its origin was born from the womb of the earth, ener
gized by divinity, original materialization. Which is only 
another form of an older formula, Father God, and Mother 
Nature.

Sympathizing so throoroughly with his doctrine it is with 
some reluctance that I offer even a seemingly difference from 
his views.

As I view il man’s own soul is the Protos, the animating 
germ of every organism; that this soul has ascended through 
the unbroken chain of life from the lower to the higher, the 
progressive spirit by evolution carrying with it those analo
gies which exist between those ascending grades of life which 
the lecturer so lucidly described; how otherwise could this 
chain exist? We do not so reason in other branches of study; 
where analogy Is complete and thc chain unbroken we con
clude that there is a connection throughout. Nor can we 
ascribe the ascending scale of life to the progressive develop
ment of the earth itself, for this would reason out of existence 
all the forms of existence which had not kept pace with the 
progress of thc world. Can that which connects this chain 
of life, which causes thc evident progressive effort in the 
rudimentary organ in one form of life, where it is of little use 
lo rise into a more useful and higher developed organ in 
a more advanced organism, be other than lhe one spirit pas
sing through its incarnations,growing and developing through 
all these changes and being made fit at last to enter into the 
society of the spirits of just men made perfect into the house-
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hold of the gods in the realms of supreme unity, evolving 
all the powers and possibilities which the primordial Involved ?

I am not content with a claim of immortality in the future. 
I claim as mine the immortality of the past. My origin Is 
not by the command of a Creator nor by the opposite union 
of things earthly or divine, but in esse I have always been, 
and by virtue of that immortality I shall always be. This 
eternal principle must manifest itself through the transient 
and perishable, and the spirit in the lowest formation gives 
the first evidence of the soul’s existence, and rises animating 
every form of existence which has appeared in the world. 
Thus man’s embryotic history is the history of his ante- 
human physical conditions and progress.

Before Abraham, was I am.
There Is nothing beneath me which I have not been, there 

is nothing above me which I will not be.
And In the cycles of eternity we have passed through them 

all before, for even the spiri| form In the far, far future, like 
all organic things must dissolve and die and the soul, again 
run the race of progress and evolution till it again is fit to re
turn home.

Why should it be derogatory to the dignity of man that 
his physical organism should owe its vast superiority to Its 
rise and progress through inferior forms ? Is there anything 
upon which his pride can feed in the fancy, that his primcral 
ancestor generated spontanrously from the earth, and that his 
soul is but a gift and his life and existence a dependency ? 
And though we can trace our ancestory to the very lowest of 
creeping things, are we not yet able to exclaim with the im
mortal bard: —

“What a piece of work is man I 
how infinite in faculties! in form, in moving, how express and 
admirable I in action how like an angel! in apprehension, how 
like a god I the beauty of the world, the paragon of animals,’’ 
even though.in his humility In a literal sense with equal truth 
he should deciare with Job: “I have said to corruption, thou 
art my father; to the worm, thou art my mother and my 
sister, ’

MIND READING.
Mr. J. R. Brown, the mind reader, is giving public exhibi

tions of his powers in Chlckering Hall, New York. At the 
first of these, Mr. Brown commenced by saying that he was 
born in St. Louis and lived in Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he 
was engaged in the manufacture of machinery until about four 
years ago. He never could remember the time when In shak
ing hands with a person he did not experience a tingling 
sensation, similar to that experienced when grasping the elec
trodes of an electric machine. This led him to experiment, 
and be found that he possessed the powers of which he was 
about to give an exhibition.

He desired the audience to choose a committee to sit on 
the stage, and see that there was no trickery in the perform
ance. Tbe committee Included Drs, Little and Hackley, Prof. 
Collins, Col Van Wyck, Mr. Phillips and Mr. Flynn. Mr. 
Brown said that the conditions favorable to a successful 
experiment were that the person whose thoughts were to be 
read should be honest, and have the power to concentrate his 
mind on one thing or person.

The first experiment was the hiding of a small article by a 
gentleman chosen by the committee. He walked out blind
folded, and seized the band of the hider of the article, passed 
his right hand several times across bis own and the gentle
man’s forehead; then pressed the gentleman’s left hand to 
his own forehead, and started rapidly in search of the article. 
He dragged the hider down the steep stairs, darted through 
the aisles, and after a little, said, “This gentleman has the 
key.” The article was a key.

Then Assistant District Attorney Russell was called up by 
the committee. He was requested to think of some person In 
the audience. Brown did as In tbe former case, and then 
darted off, dragging Mr. Russell, and without trouble desig
nated the person thought of.

Then a gentleman, chosen by the committee, wrote on a 
slip of paper a certain route around the auditorium, and gave 
the paper to the committee. Brown, after the same manceu- 
Trui dragged the gentleman around the auditorium, as fastas 
he could walk, until the route was completed correctly. The 
audience applauded thia test uproarously.l

Then Mr. Brown designated a pain in a man, followed an 
article that had passed through four hands, and closed with a 
most wonderful experiment of his powers. He proposed to 
let some person think intently of a person in the audience, to 
go among the audience blindfolded with the person thinking, 
as in the other experiments, but not to designate the person 
thought of. He would then return to the stage, remove the 
bandage, and go among the audience alone, and recognize the 
person with his “natural vision.” He claimed to see with the 
mental vision of the person he was operating with while blind
folded and In contact with him. He doubted whether he 
could do it, owing to the difficulty of retaining the Impression 
of the face after his eyes were open. But he did it He 
dragged a young man around for several minutes, went to the 
stage, removed the bandage, and going alone among the audi
ence and looking them over carefully, at length said, “This is 
the gentleman.” It was.

WHAT CONSTITUTES RELIGION.
The Opinion of an Educated and Intelligent Materlallat.
At Standard Hall, New York,last Sunday, Prof. Adler said, 

Most diverse are the meanings attached to the term religion. 
How different were the forms of fifty years ago. Some Jews 
denied the Talmud. Calvin, Luther, Fox, in their days were 
irreligious. I am well aware the belief in a personal God is in 
the general opinion the foundation of all religions. Is this 
the true definition of the term ? We must despair lo find in 
any such the expression of the nature of religion. Greeks and 
Romans had gods not a god. Some races had mountains 
rocks, stones, not even gods, but, after a fashion religion.

Leaving aside the ancient practice, there is Buddhism that 
starts with the notion that there never was a creation, and 
therefore never could have been a Creator. Yet 400,000,000 
call this their religion. Religion is not creed,it is not prayer, 
it is not priesthood, it is not anything that it is commonly 
held to be. It has its seat deep down in humanity. Have 
we liberalisls a religion ?

The feeling of the sublime is the root of the religious sen
timent In man. What every finer nature decries is littleness. 
There is a fund of reserved power even in the meanest mind 
which, if not permitted to discover itself, awakens an inde
scribable longing, and vibrates with responsive sympathy to 
the bond of all that is great in nature. What a joy, then, to 
escape the prison house and fly to perfect freedom, to the in
finite I The feeling which the infinite awakens in the minds, 
of men is called the sublime.

The sublAie is the root of all religions. Whatever of 
sound or motion produces within us thoughts of the obscure 
or the hidden produces the peculiar feeling of melancholy, of 
the infinite. Thus we find the first religion was one of mys
tery,or fetishism. Force is the second element of the sublime in 
nature, and therefore, the second religion was one of force. 
The third element of the sublime is vastness, and it consti
tuted the motive of the third religion. But of all the elements 
of sublimity the greatest is the moral element.

There is no specific dogma at the root of religion. We 
find fetishism the most ancient of religious belief; the pagan 
gods were gods of force; the religion of the Hindoos was 
founded on vastness, and, at last, the moral element of the 
sublime gains the ascendancy among the Jews and Christian 
nations. Greatness is not the same between the giant and 
the dwarf, but the relations to greatness are the same. We 
are In a line with the past. The end for which they struggled, 
that we seek. Lip-worship Is not sublime; abasement of all 
reason is not sublime ; the cultivation of the superstitious, 
unaer whatever cloak of sanctity, is not sublime. We would 
not banish the sense of the imagination. This were an empty 
and cold world if we could not sometimes leave the real for 
the Ideal But in the intellectual and moral life we can toler
ate nothing that Is obscure. Clear, daylight reason is what 
we require.

It is said that the sum of Ji 100 was taken at the Bishop 
exhibition in the Music Hall some months ago. Of this 
amount the Old South fund received only $80. Bishop’s bill 
for board at the Parker House was #400; other expenses ag
gregated #800; leaving #320 as the net proceeds of which 
Bishop had, by previous arrangement, three-fourths. The 
story is not yet denied.
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'Written (or the Somerville Cithm by an Investigator

PAPER MO. 7.
Strange as it may seem, the English 

mediums and Americans who visit Eng
land, are favored with more wonderful 
phenomena than those this side of the 
Atlantic, no doubt owing to the deeper 
religious sentiment pervading that peo
ple. A. lady well known in spiritual 
society in England said that while inves
tigating the subject, the most remarkable 
manifestations were presented. We 
quote as follbws from her experience:

•‘I have seen a table coming from the 
far end of the room rushing Upon us wilh 
great force, but never touching us. I 
have seen sticks and umbrellas come out 
of corners where they had been placed 
by their owners. I have seen ladies’ 
chairs turn completely round while the 
ladies have been sitting on them. I have 
seen a bell taken off the table by a hand 
Certainly not belonging to any one pres
ent. On one occasion five persons being 
present when thc dessert was on the 
table, and we were not thinking of a 
manifestation, the table rose from the 
ground certainly two feet, and literally 
floated to each person as I gave the 
name. Mr. Nichol, who was a great 
sceptic, was present, but he confessed it 
would have been impossible for any one 
present to have moved it, it being a large 
oak dining-table, weighing, he thought, 
three hundred pounds. At another time, 
and once in particular when Gerald 
Massey was present, not only were loud 
raps heard coming from all parts of the 
room, but the tables turned completely 
over, though without doing them any 
injury.”

Mr. William Gill describes a se
ance at which he was present, during 
which spirit hands and spirit lights were 
produced, the latter floating about the 
room and touching the sitters when 
asked; flowers in wreaths and singly 
were strewn around or placed in the 
hands or on the heads of persons so de
siring. A spirit form appeared on a chair 
seated at a table, first like a column of 
cotton wool, then as it gradually unfolded 
a face appeared, it wavered and changed 
in stature and proportions several times, 
varying from about fifteen inches above 
the table to five feet; leaned across the 
table and put its face within a few inches 
of Mr. Gill’s, so that he saw every linea
ment, and soon after disappeared as 
mysteriously as it came The medium 
all this time was not entranced, but was 
sitting among the visitors engaged in 
conversation, and witnessed the whole 
phenomena herself. There was no cabi
net, and personation was entirely out of 
the question.

Judge Edmonds, of New York, was 
personally known to the writer, ahd his 
reputation for intelligence, conscientious
ness and veracity will hardly be question
ed; and in his experience he relates 
some incidents almost if not quite as 
marvellous as the above. The evidence 
of the presence of spirit forms around 
and about him were of almost daily 
occurrence. Spirit hands would be placed 

1 n his, their touches felt all over his body,

on his head, hands, feet; his clothing 
would be plucked, he would feel pushes 
which would cause him to totter; hear 
voices etc. all in broad daylight, and 
often in the presence of others.

Judge Edmonds compiled statistics 
of known cases where people under spirit 
influence spake in languages wholly 
unknown to them, and yet recognized 
and translated by persons present who 
were familiar with them. His own 
daughter, who knew only English and 
French, spake in Greek, Latin, Italian, 
Portugese, Polish, Hungarian, and sev
eral dialects of the Indian; his niece 
sung in Italian and spake in Spanish. In 
a multitude of cases cited by the Judge 
there could be no mistake and no decep
tion, as messages in various languages 

; were given through the mediums in these 
। strange tongues to persons present 
j f.imiliar therewith. J. II. Mansfield, then 

residing in Boston, delivered communica 
; lions in Chinese, Greek, Latin, Iulian, 
German, Gaelic, Hebrew, French and 

j Spanish; and a case is cited of a girl 
' fourteen years old who spake or sung In 
nine different languages.

WORTH KNOWING.
Small-pox ure.

The following was sent to the Liverpoo 
Mercury by Edward Aine: “ I am willing 
to risk my reputation as a public man if 
thc worst case of small-pox cannot be 
cured in three days simply by the use of 
cream of tartar. One ounce of cream of 
tartar, dissolved in a pint of water, drank 
at intervals when cold, is a certain, never- 
failing remedy. It has cured thousands, 
never leaves a mark, never causes blind
ness, and avoids tedious lingering."

(The above remedy for the most 
dreaded of disesses has been going the 
rounds of thc press for some time, but 
we have received the authority of a relia
ble octogenarian, that a family of nine, 
in Canada, was attacked witli it, four 
dying before trying the above, and five 
recovering by its timely application. 
Should it prove so invariably, we may 
gladly dispense with Jenner’s disgusting 
discovery. Ed]

Removing Freckles.
The Christian Union says: “Horse- 

rauish grated into a cup of cold sour milk 
—let it stand twelve hours, then strain 
and apply two or three times a day—will 
remove freckles from hands or face in a 
short time. Or, one ounce lemon juice 
mixed with a quarter of a drachm ol pul
verized borax and half a drachm of sugar, 
will also remove freckles. Keep the 
lotion in a glass bottle corked tightly a 
few days before using and apply to the 
freckles occasionally, and It will soon 
remove them.”

For Ear-ache.
Take a bit of cotton, spread it flatly, 

sprinkle with black pepper, do it up in a 
wad, dip in sweet oil, and insert in the 
ear. This is a happy and almost instan
taneous relief. The same remedy applied 
to the cavity of an aching tooth gives 
mmediate relief.

Removing Warts.
Oil of cinnamon will cause the disap

pearance of warts, however hard, large, 
or dense they may be. The application 

gives rise to neither pain or suppuration

A lady removed thirty off her hands with, 
five cents’ worth of the oil,—“ Shaker."

Advertisements.

HONEY OF HOREHOUND & TAR
FOR THE CURE OF

Coughs, Colds, Influenza Hoarseness, Dltncult 
Breathing, and all AtTbctlcins of the Throat,

Bronchial Tubes, and Lungs, leading 
to Consumption.

This infallible remedy is composed of 
thc Honey of the plant Horehound, in 
chemical union with Tar-Balm, extracted 
from the Life Principle of thc forest 
tree Abies Balsam r.A, or Balm of Gilead.

Thc Honey of Horehound soothes and 
scatters all irritations and inflamma
tions, and the Tar-Balm CLEANSES AND 
HEALS thc throat and air-passages leading 
to the lungs. Five additional ingredients 
keep the organs cool, moist, and in health
ful action. Let no prejudice keep you from 
trying this great medicine of a famous 
Doctor, who has saved thousands of lives 
by it in his large private practice.

N.B.—Thc Tar Balm has no bad taste 
or smell.

TRICES $0 CENTS AND |l FER BOTTLE.
Great caving to buy Urge tire.

“Pike’s Toothache Drops” Cure in
1 Minute.

Sold by all Druggists.

C. N. CRITTENTON, Prop., N.Y.

“ART MAGIC/’’
or,

Mundane, Snb-Mnnilane & Snner-Mnntline
SPIRITISM.

A TREATISE IN

Three Part* and Twenty-Three Rrctlona: 

Descriptive of Art Magic, Spirit
ism, the Different Orders of

Spirits in the Universe 
known to be Related to or In Com

munication with Man:
Together with Directions for Invoklgui 

Controlling iind DHcbar*ln£ ftpirlU, 
and the Vs#* and Ab use a, Danger* 

and PoaslbDItie* of Magical 
Art,

The Author of A KT Magic having presented to 
Mr*. Emma Habuing# Bititt#* ew* topic* <rf thU 
work, they are wm liedto the । uJ k at the Reduced 
Price of •3.00 Per Volume, । -Ugc >S ccnu.

Mra. Britten My, tMl A KT Magic hat bcm trans 
fated into Genran and iiirdootiantc and that it a in 
courae of Cran*bdofl into French and Italian.
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Advertisement?. Advertisement?. Adverti?ement?.

MBS. .FENNIE POTTER, 
TRANCE MEDIUM, 

Tests, Medical and Butinas Sitting*, No, it Oak St, 
three doer* from 87s Washington Street Moura, 9 to 
9. Sunday *, a to 9.

SUSIE NICKERSON-WHITE,
Trance, Test and Medical MEDIUM,

130 West Brookline SU, St. Elmo, Suite i, 
Boaton. HoeW 9 to 4. Public circle* every Sun
day evening. •

Dr. Connell'* Brahmtnkal Remedies.

MBS. JENNIE LORD WEBB,
StEDIUM,

IB WEST TWENTE-FIRST ST., N. Y.

NOTICE.
A W«ndorfol Vlsgnoili of disease given at 

the wish of my medical band lor fifty cents and stamps 
Send lock of hair, state are and sex. Magnetised Ca
tarrh Snuff (* spirit prescription) fifty cents and stamp.

Medicine sent at low rates.
MISS EIXA E. BRADNER, 

Richardson Block, E Second St., Oswego, N. Y.

ELIZABETH DAWKINS.
Magnetic and Electric Treatment.

Hotel Kirkland, (i*t mite) comer Kirkland and 
Pleuant St., Beaton. From 9 nil 1. r. M.

DR. M. A. DAVIS
Clairvoyant and Magnetic Physician,

Also proprietor and manufacturer of the following

MEDICINES.
Dari*’ Lune Syrup, Vegetable Bitten and 
Renovator, Indian Rheumatic Liniment, 
lor sprain*, burn* and sail*. Bure Remedy for all 
pain*, both external and Internal, dysentery, diptheria 
tore throat, 4c. Humor Ointment, Catarrh 
Bnuff, all Healing Balve, Cologne, Ac.

Will answer all order* with promptnea*. Sall,fact ion 
guaranteed. Addre**,M. A. DAVIS

BELLOWS FALLS, VERMONT.

THE MAGNETIC HEALEB, 
1 dr. j. E briggs, is also a Practical 

Physician. Office ut West Eleventh st Address, 
Box, 89, Station D, New York City*

THE WEED SEWING MACHINE COMPANY
OUT-RIVAL

AH other companies in the production of

SEWING MACHINES.
Train

FAMILY FAVORITE
for household use is renowned for it*
Great Simplicity, 

Ease of Running, and 

Wide Range of Work.

not coat more than ten per cent, as much to 
them in rtpafr for ten yearn, a* for any other ma
in the market. The

FAVORITE,
No*. 3 and 3, 

supplant al] other* for tnanuhcturmr 
are constructed with drop and wheel

CANNOT BE EQUALLED FOR SPEED AND 
ENDURANOL

The upper and under thread of the No. j are drawn 
togathar frame as the How*h and it* thorough coa 
Mntctian and great speed, economical running, render 
it the moat denrab)* leather stitching machine 
aver placed on the market

Agema wanted n every town. Special inducements 
for cash.

Please call or address

SEWING MACHINE CO.
JAMES E FOWLER, Manager.

1* Avon Street, Boatom

A G REAT PAMPHLE.
M. A. (Oxen), the eminent English 

writer, has In press a pamphlet of 40 pp. 
large, 8 vo. Entitled,

“ The Slade Case; its facts and les
sons. A Record and a Warning."

Every Spiritualist should read this 
wanted essay. Price 6d.

Address, J. Burns, 15 Southampton 
Row, London, Eng.

ORGANIC MAGNETISM.
MISS CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT 

tends her postal " Private Instruction* In 
Organic Magnetism " Sy return mail for Zb 
a*. Port-office address, 
IT Brunswick Bq., L ndon, W. C., Eng

THIRD EDITION.
aud Reduced Price of the Thrill
ing and Magnificent New Work 
by the Author of ART MAGIC,

tH TIT LED

“GHOST LAND.”
UR kBMtAWOfKS INTO THE

MYSTERIES OF OCCULT SPIRITISM*
111 unrated in a send of autobiographical papery 

with extracufrom the records of

Magical Seances, Ac., Ac.,
Translated and edited by Emma Harding* Brittan

The great demand for another book front the author 
oi Amt Magic, the earnest d wire of the subscribers to 
that onjRBJiATED work to know more about its author* 
and the interest which exist* at the present hour in 
the nhdosopluca* and progressive views of Spiritualism, 
put forth in the present volume, induce the Editor Io 
meet the exigency of the time* bl issuing a third edition 
at the Reduced Price of #2, mailed free for 
WL18

“Thc most astonishing and fascinating work on 
Spiritualism that has yet appeared.°—New York

“The Spiritualists are fairly running wild ovpi this 
fascinating and gorgeous record of ‘Occult* or Spiritual 
Science. It take* one's breath away, and makes one's 
very hair stand on end. Can it be all true? andlf so 
who* s thc Chevalier P*—Lon don Evening PjuSeT'x

Orders addressed to Mr*. Emma Hardinge Britten, 
al her residence, it8 West Chester Park, Bcsion, 
Mass., will be promptly filled.

Price *2.00 Postage i* cents. Express charges at 
the purchaser's cost Remittances to be made by P. 
O. Order or Registered Letter.

IMPENDING REVOLUTION
IN THE PRICES OF

First Class Sewing Machines
Wholesale Prices at Retail I

DURING THEHOLIDAYS
WE SHALL SELL THE

-ETNA
HPBOVH) SEWS MACHINES

FOR

FROM $25 TO $40
Former Price, $60 tol$8O.

We employ no canvamm, but pro the comaus- 
uon usually paid to aguata, of from 30 to 
00 per cent, to our customer* at our 
oflice.

24 TEMPLE PLACE,
Boston, Maas.

H. S. WILLIAMS, MANAGER.

WHIPPLE’S
Negatives arc in the possession of

METCALF & WELLDON.
24 TEMPLE PLACE, BOSTON.
Who Were many years his awirtajots, And having un
surpassed facilities wc can guarantee satisfactory like
nesses to our customer*.

We are making Permanent

Carbon Porcelains,
Pictures that never fade.

Especial attention given to copying small picture 
to any sire and finished in all styles in the best man
ner.

HEADINGS
AND DISCUSSIONS ON SPIRITUAL SCIENCE 
Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten 
will give thc fourth of her Sunday even, 
ing readings from the rake and cele
brated work,

“ART MAGIC.’’
The reading will be succeeded by a 

short address, after which any members 
of the audience will be at liberty to dis
cuss the subject in ten minute speeches 
or questions. The proceedings will be 
then summed up by Mrs. Emma Hardinge 
Britten.

NEW ERA HALL, HOTEL CODMAN.
>74 Tremont Street, Next to thr Evans House,

Sunday Evening, February 5th
to commence at 7 1-2 o’clock. I
Subject : Sex Worship, or u curious 

revelations concerning the origin of theo 
logical systems."

FOB THE HOLIDAYS!

BEAUTIFUL FRESH FLOWERS
AND FLORAL DESIGNS

DEE & DOYLE,
FLORISTS AND SEEDSMEN

57 Tremont Street, Boston.

HENRY F. MILLER, 
Piano-Forte Manufacturer, 
Oil WASHINGTON ST„

BOSTON, mass.

BeA'H'y pianoi
Grand Square and Upright.

This instrument a thc most handsome and best 
Piano ever before manufactured in this country or 
Europe, haring the greatest possible depth^ riches and 
*olnme of tone, combined with a rare brilliancy, clear- 
vem and perfect evenness throughout the entire scale, 
wd above all a surprising duration of sound, the power 
wd sympathetic quality of which never changes under 
the most delicate or powerful touch. Space lotbids a 
(nil description of this magnificent instrument. Agents’ 
discount given everywhere I have no agents. Remem
ber you take no nak in purchasing one of these CELE
BRATED INSTRUMENTS. If after five (5) days 
test trial it proves unsatisfactory, the money you have 
paid will be refunded upon return of instrument, and 
freight charges paid by me both ways. Hanoi war 
ranted for six years. Address

DANIEL F. BEATTY,
Washington, New Jersey, U. 8. A

DR. T. ORMSBEE,
304 PAKK AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILL., 

Letter* merely ol enouiry covering two three-cen 
Maims replied to io order of receipt. CW PAW 
PHLETS FREE.


