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QUID DIVINUM —REVELATION.
BY EMMA A. WOOD.

'T'he object ol Revelation, we have said, is to sanction the 
1 discoveries of thc soul, and guide it in its new acquisi

tions. Revelation thus understood has a reason for being 
(raison d'etre), it is necessary, indispensable. Some classes 
of Spiritualists will, perhaps, ask is it supernatural ? If you 
call supernatural what God wills, it is supernatural; but is 
revelation solely a work of God ? Does not thc soul play its 
part therein? Is the soul not obliged to assimilate it? Is not 
this work of the soul also supernatural since it assimilates 
God's work ? You see either thc word supernatural must be 
renounced, or it must be admitted that everything is super
natural.

Is it not better to come to an understanding once lor all 
and admit that everything that exists is the work of God • 
that he created the worlds fora purpose; that the human 
soul is evolved from the created worlds asserts itself, is de
veloped according to the law* He has given it; that He 
created It free In regard to these laws, and even in regard to 
himself, since it is ignorant of Him. It is because it is free 
and ignorant of Him, that God speaks to it constantly, and 
directs it while respecting its free will. Its free will does not 
break the ties that unite it to God first without its knowledge, 
this constitutes its responsibility, and finally its culpability. 
What words does he address to It? “My son, give me thy 
heart,” says the Eternal The culpability, then, must consist 
not in doing this or that in such or such a manner, but in 
refusing to give Him the heart.

God’s solicitude is such that He is not content with send
ing Messiahs, revelations, which like beacons light up a vast 
horizon, in which all humankind may develop freelyduring a 
series of ages; He speaks to each soul by a familiar spirit, 
as we have seen with Socrates, and so many others whose 
names have been handed down by history. This is the work 
of the familiar spirit, the guardian angel, the spirit protector; 
what is more consoling, more comforting?

Jesus, the Revealer, confirms these facts: “Verily, verily I

say unto you, that hereafter you shall see the heavens opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.” (St. John, chap. I, ver. Ji.)

What you quote from St. John, you will tell me, Is ad
dressed to Jesus, but nothing proves that what is true for him 
is not true for men.

This leads to new questions : What is the son of man, and 
what is a son of God ? What is understood by a revealer, a 
messiah ?

At the time of thc coming of Jesus, science had not made 
great progress. The earth was the only habitable and fh- ” 
habited world. The sun and the stars were only luminaries 
to give light by day and night The sky was a hard, solid 
vault in which the stars were set, and the whole vault turned 
around the earth, which thus became the principal point in 
creation, that for which all the rest was made.

Now that we know our earth is a planet, that like the 
others, it revolves around thc sun, and that, consequently, we 
form a part of the heavens; now that we know the others 
like ours receive the fecundating influence of the sun, that 
they have seasons, an atmosphere, water, snow, ice, are hab
itable ; now that we know the stars arc, suns, around which 
more planets revolve as around ours; now that science 
shows us that there are many nebulae, one beyond the other; 
that the milk way is a nebula, that in it the suns are counted 
by millions, and that wc occupy a very small corner of this 
nebula, with all our world, planetary and solar, we may be 
allowed to deduce from these facts, which widen our intel
lectual horizon, a new conception of the world, on the sole 
condition of respecting the most delicate sentiments of our 
love for God, and the laws he has established in the universe.

God existing from all eternity could not have created men 
merely on this earth, even although the science of to-day, 
which, by reading within its bowels the age of the earth and 
the history of its development, show its origin to be much 
earlier than the six thousand yeans of the sacred text; when 
you give the earth several hundreds of millions of years, it 
has then had a beginning, and God is from all eternity. The 
life of the earth, long as it may be, is but a point in eternity.

Further, according to this same science, the most probable 
appearance of man on the earth does not reckon more than 
20,000 years, some count only 12,000 or 14,000. What would 
these twenty, or even one hundred thousand years be In re
spect to eternity ?

God being Immutable, the same reasons that decided Him 
to create men existed from all eternity; from all eternity he 
must have been creating men.

Admit to the letter what Jesus said: that he is the eldest 
son of God; may we not believe that he meant that he be
longed to one of those humanities created very much earlier 
than those of the earth ? And as at that epoch even the 
learned believed that the earth was the world, Jesus was righ
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in saying, “Before the world was, I was; ” and again. “Be 
fore Abraham was, I am.” He might also with reason say’ 

* ‘I am the son of man,” an expression also very familiar to 
him. Thus he must have passed through the same phases as 
ourselves, aid in course of time have reached the degree of 
perfection he manifested while on our earth.

Does this explanation in aught detract from the merit of 
Jesus; does it lessen our feeling of love (or God; is it not 
more touching to think the great merits of Jesus may become 
ours; does it not move the very inmost chords of our hearts 
to think that the human beings, without number, who have 
preceded us, who are our brothers, have their eye on us, and 

1 come through love for God to mingle in our terrestrial life, 
Uo instruct us, and show us the way; saying to us, (St John 
Hi, II) “We speak that wc do know, and testify that we have 
seen."

A revealer, a messiah, Is thus a son of man, who has been 
a part of an earlier humanity, and who, from love of God and 
of his less advanced brothers, comes to teach them what he 
knows.

There remains for me to explain the term sort of God. 
St John, chap, i, says: “In thc beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things 
were made by him, and without him was not anything made 
that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness 
comprchendeth it not"

Compare these words with the study we made of Spiritual
ism ; see what light has enlightened thc soul by only the play 
of life and the soul’s faculties, and see how true this word is : 
that “the light shineth in darkness;" for the soul no longer 
knew its way, knew not what course to take, so much so that 
from it we have deducted the necessity for a revelation.

See what follows: “There was a man sent from God whose 
name was John. He came to be a witness; to bear witness of 
the light, that all men through him might believe."

The Evangelist says of him: (ver. 8.) “He was not that 
Light, but came to bear witness of the Light;” and at verse 9, 
"That was the true Light which lighteth every man who 
cometh into the world."

Jesus being not yet come, the light of John could be only 
the light that had guided men up to that time, and which was 
the result of the faculties of thc soul called into play by life.

Thus John the Baptist came to bear witness of the light 
to the light, that is, to manifest the correspondence of the 
light acquired with the light to come. At verse 10, we read: 
“He came to his own, and his own received him not" He 
came to those who, like him, had only the light which every 
man has on entering the world, and his own received him 
not; all had not reached the desired point of progress. At 

. that epoch, as later, many were called but few chosen.
(Verses 12, 13.) “But to as many as received him, he gave 

power to become thc sons of God; unto them who believe in 
his name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of man, 
but of the will of God."

Now what did we say in our study of Spiritualism? We 
said that man first felt himself living with a life different from 
that of the sphere; for he had elevated in his heart a temple 
to the unknown force which he recognized as superior to all 
■that exists, and that thus a new, moral, wholly Interior life 
was germinated within him ; that he had ended by compre
hending that this power was as good as all-powerful, as mer
ciful as just, and that he had comprehended that his soul was 
the seat of his sentiments of love and gratitude to God; tha 
-the body was only an instrument for labor and perfecting.

Is it not incontestable that all who believe this believe in 
•God ? That they arc born not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but that they are born of 
God, and to them it is given to be the children of God; be
cause they alone comprehend what new destinies await them, 
and are disposed to recognize Jesus as being sent from God.

Whence it follows, that all men, like Jesus, are called to be 
children of God; to see the heavens opened, and the angels 
ascending and descending upon them, though they are yet 
only the sons of men. All are sons of man, but all are not 
the beloved sons of God; all have not attained that degree 
of advancement necessary to become messiah#. -

To be a messiah or child of God is a simple question of

advancement. St John the Baptist said of him, “He who 
comes aft*pie is preferred before me; ” and “whose shoe's 
latcbet I am not worthy to unloose.”

St John the Evangelist (chap. 14, ver. 12) gives these words 
to Jesus: “You will do all that I do; and greater than these 
shall ye do; because I go unto my Father.” Thus Jesus, the 
messiah, the son of God, the son of man, is of the same na
ture as ourselves ; he represents a degree of perfection that 
we have not, but which we may hope to attain if we imitate 
him.

John the Baptist renders yet another testimony of Jesus : 
“I saw," be says, the Spirit descend from Heaven like a dove 
and it rested upon him." And again he says,: “I knew him 
not, but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said 
unto me : Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending 
and remaining on him, the same is he who baptizeth with the 
Holy Spirit. And 1 saw and bare record that this is the Son 
of God."

This proves thc intuition of which Plato and so many oth
ers had already given proof. John the Baptist did not know 
Jesus, but before coming he had been told what would char
acterize him, and he remembered it

This also proves that, on the other side, there arc many 
mansions; that the Inhabitants of one do not know the inhab
itants of the others, and that when they come on the earth 
they come with a kind of predestination, that is to do such 
or such a thing.

Not understanding re-incarnation, what St. Paul said of 
predestination has not been understood, but has been made 
to stand for a fatality. It is not thus that I comprehend it 
When St. Paul says, “What Is animal comes first, afterwards 
the spiritual; transform your animal soul into a spiritual 
soul,” he must surely have known that this transformation 
could not be made in one life of man. So he cries, “Oh, 
death, where is thy sting ? oh, grave, where Is thy victory?” 
Certainly he must have believed in re-incarnation. Thus, 
predestination signifies nothing but the part we come to fill 
on the earth, which wc have known before comiug, and of 
which we preserve thc intuition. This part is the conse
quence of the law of evolution, the law of progress. We 
cannot return to do what we know, we return to learn what 
we do not know. What we have to know Is our predestina
tion, as the scholar of the fifth, fourth, third, is predestined 
to translate such and such Greek or Latin authors.

The part of Jesus was also predestined, for he had been 
announced by the prophets. Many acts of his Hie, his 
death and the kind of death, had been predicted. . He, him
self, had the intuition of what should happen to him. He 
read in the hearts of men ; he could have avoided what men
aced him, but he would not; he said: “Father, thy will, not 
mine be done.” He knew how to endure what was to come 
to him from those who did not believe in him. Dr. D. G.

In a recent editorial reply to an article from Mrs. Den
ton, the Banner passed a criticism on the book, “The Soul of 
Things,” which is the joint production of Prof. Denton and 
his wife above referred to. Prof. Denton replies in a letter, 
printed in the last issue; it is accompanied by an editorial 
apology, neat and ample. The letter tells a truth that is im
portant, however, coming as it does from ProL Denton. He 
says: “Arc we then never to publish anything that draws 
largely on the credulity of readers? How long would the 
Banner be published, if you should adopt that principle?"

Friends in the various parts of thc country will oblige the 
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec
tive localities that may happen to contain any matter likely to 
prove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may 
have appeared of an incorrect character—avery common oc
currence —regarding Spiritualism. The paragraphs to which 
attention is called should be marked to save trouble.

Mr. Daniel F. Beatty, of Washington, N. Jn is constantly 
in receipt of the most flattering testimony from all parts of 
the United States and Canada, as to the beauty and excel
lence of his pianos add organs. Send for catalogue and list 
of testimonials. Address Daniel F. Beatty, Washington 
Warren County, N. J. Adv.,

t
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From the Scientific America©,

THE ORACLES OF ANCIENT GREECE.
s the classical authors inform us, there were in ancient 
Greece, in different localities, so called sibyls, a kind of 

fortune tellers, clairvoyants, or spiritual mediums, but of a

as far as they dare. They then experience effects similar to 
those produced by nitrous oxide or laughing gas ; and one 
writer, who has explored thse caverns, asserts that it is this 
gas that produces the effects spoken of. This, however, is, 
according to geological principles, highly improbable; and we 
rather suppose it to be some bituminous vapor, which (accord
ing to our present knowledge concerning petroleum and its 
derivatives, such as naptha, ether, rhigolene, chymogenc, etc.) 
has an effect, exhilarating, hypnotic, and anaesthetic, similar 
to that of nitrous oxide. All the descriptions agree that bit
uminous odors are exhaled from these volcanic chasms. 
Plutarch informs us that the most celebrated Pythia who 
served the Delphian oracle in the temple of Apollo was a 
beautiful young country girl from Libya, named Sibylla. 
From this was the name sibyl derived, and it was afterwards 
given to all clairvoyants of her day. Plutarch further says, 
concerning the first sibyl:—

“ Brought np by her parents in the country, she brought 
with her neither art nor experience, nor any talent whatever, 
when she arrived at delphi to be the oracle of the gods."

And further he says :—
“The verification of her answers has filled the temple with 

gifts from all parts of Greece and foreign countries."
How very much like the innocent young mediums of today, 

who are often claimed to give the most astonishing revelations 
from the other world without ever having had the advantages 
of a scientific education 1 The sibyls of the ancients had, 
however, the advantage of the support, assistance, and 
promptings of a class of men highly interested in their repu
tation, the priesthood of the period; and this class not only 
consisted of the most educated individuals, but of men who 
had the greatest opportunity of obtaining information withheld 
from the vulgar.

When we compare with this state of things the position 
of our mediums now, who obtain little support from the in
telligent, and none among the priesthood of the present day, 
we cannot help being surprised at their success and the num
ber of their dupes ; our surprise is chiefly at the ignorance 
and credulity of those who patronize such things in the nine
teenth century.

A SCIENTIFIC STATEMENT.
On another page we print an article from the Scientific 

American entitled “ The Oracles of Ancient Greece." The 
editor in conclusion says, “ that mediums obtain little sup
port from the intelligent and none among the priesthood of 
the present day." These few words show how deeply preju
diced a •“ scientific ” man can be. The statement is untrue ; 
anyone who is familiar with the subject can testify that hun
dreds of the very classes named are deeply interested in the 
phenomena. If mediums do exist without the support al
luded to by the Scientific American, It should be a strong 
proof of their honesty. The “ credulity ” of Spiritualists 
who accept the phenomena as genuine, is not so conspicuous 
as the “credulity" of the editor of the Scientific American, 
who believes that the so-called manifestations of spirit power 
which have occurred in every age are simply tricks of shrewd 
imposters. • # i

THE PHILADELPHIA CONVENTION.
Dr. Bruce, writing from Philadelphia, says that the Con

vention in that city was “happy in its harmony and glorious 
in its results,"' Arrangements were made for a Convention 
in 1877, a plan of organizalion presented, basis of principle 
adopted, etc.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
The Revue Spirite of Paris is now In charge of M. 

Bourges, a retired captain in the army.

Dr, Gardner writes us that Prof. Danton will lecture at 
Highland Lake Grove, Sunday, July 23, and not July 19, as 
we nave previously stated.

“ Existence in the maze of Scientistic Speculation,” or 
Chapter n. of “ Evolution Compassed,” by George Steams, 
Esq., will be published in our next issue.

Arrangements have been made by Spiritualists in Ma
drid for a visit to Spain by Dr. Monck, and his approaching 
advent there has been announced In all the Spanish journals.

social standing much higher than that of their successors at 
the present day, as they were not only recognised but ptain- 
tained by a wealthy and influential priesthood, to whom the 
presents received from the faithful believers were a source of 
enormous revenue. In our present state of society, we can 
scarcely form an idea of the power and influence of the priests 
as a separate class of society, monopolizing as they did all the 
profits derived from the superstitious, who wished to atone for 
their sins, to obtain knowledge not only of secret events, but 
also of the future, and to get advice as to their action in cases 
of difficulty, even to be cured of various diseases; and thus 
the priests monopolized, for many centuries, the functions of 
many professions, even that of the physicians, which Hippoc
rates at last succeeded in rescuing from the power of the 
priesthood.

These sibyls, of which tlie two prominent ones were the 
Cumalin and the Delphian, resided in gorgeous temples 
erected over caves, from which vapors arose which had an 
exhilarating and anesthetic influence, similar to that of nitrous 
oxide or laughing gas, on those Inhaling them. The author 
of a well known book, entitled “Art Magic," who for some 
time lived at the locality where the Cumaan sibyl once re
sided, states that it is one of the wildest, grandest, and most 
awe- inspiring gorges of the mountains around Lake Avcrnus, 
which itself is the inundated crater of an extinct but once 
mighty volcano; while the whole region around, now fertilized 
by the waters of the lake, bears the marks of the ravages of 
fire, presenting a most gloomy appearance. The clefts in 
the savage rocks abound with caverns, exhaling mephitic 
vapors and bituminous odors. The scattered inhabitants of 
the surrounding district once believed that the largest grotto 
was the entrance to the lower world, and that the hammers 
of the Titans, working in the mighty laboratories of the 
Plutonic realms, might be heard reverberating through the 
sullen air. The dark waters of Lake Avernus were supposed 
to communicate directly with the silent flow of the river of 
death, the Lethean stream, made dreadful by the apparitions 
of condemned spirits, who floated from the shores of the 
lake to the realms of eternal light.

In this grotto resided the famous Cumaean sibyl; and from 
the exhalations, which were more or less poisonous to birds 
and other small animals which came near, the weird woman 
appears to have derived that fierce ecstacy in which she wrote 
and raved about the destiny of nations, the fate of armies, 
the downfall of armies and the decay of dynasties. Even 
monarchs and statesmen often acted according to her pre
tended revelations, as it was supposed that the purposes of 
the pagan gods were made known to her as to a counsellor 
and a mouthpiece.

She sometimes wrote her soothsayings upon palm leaves 
which she laid at the entrance of the cave, suffering the winds 
to scatter them and beat them whither the gods directed. To 
the Cumzn sibyls is attributed the authorship of the famous 
sibylline books, of which many strange stories are told, but 
of which very little is left that can be regarded as genuine. 
It is said that she foretold the eruption of Vesuvius, In which 
Pliny perished and the cities of Herculaneum and Pompei 
were destroyed. She declared of herself: “Why must I pub
lish my song to every one? And when my spirit rests after 
the divine hymn, the gods command me to prophesy again, so 
that I am entirely on the stretch, and my body is so distressed 
that I do not know what I say: but the gods command me to 
speak.” If we substitute In the latter expression the word 
spirits for gods, we have a declaration identical with those of 
the spirit mediums of the present day.

The abode of the Delphian sibyl or Pythia was-in strong 
contrast with that of the Cumaean oracle. It was situated in 
the delightful region of Mount Parnassus, sparkling In sun
light and fragrant with bloom. The superb temple of Apollo 
was built over a similar chasm as that where the Cumx-an 
sibyl held her teances, so that it was secured from the ap
proach of the vulgar. On its former site certain clefts in the 
rock are still visible, one of which'forms a deep cavern, Into 
which'travellers, by clinging to Its rugged sides, may descend
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From a Paper read before the Anthropological Im&ata 4 Great Britain, an 

pafaUthad in the London SpAritnaliit-

DEVLL AND GHOST WORSHIP IN WESTERN
INDIA.

BY M. J. WALHOUSE, F. R. A. S.
IK THUS MKTS—FAST nt.

The Dharmastal Temple, situated in a wild forest track in 
Canara, is one of the most famous in all that part of the 

peninsula, and Is the abode of seven or eight very powerful 
Bhutas, who are so dreaded that none will assume their 
names. In civil suits, when the evidence is balanced or 
hopelessly contradictory, it is very usual for one of the par
ties to offer to decide it by taking an oath as to thc justice of 
his contention before one of the Dharmas tai deities; this, 
when accepted and done with certain formalities, is always 
held satisfactory and decisive; for the litigants know well 
that no one would dare risk abiding the vengeance of those 
terrible Bhutas by a false adjuration. With respect to ar- 
sumlng their names, it may be explained that it is very com
mon to name children after any Bhuta who may be very pop
ular at the time, probably with the idea that the compliment 
might induce him to regard the child and family with favor. 
J remember that a good many years ago a notorious and 
greatly dreaded dacoit was hung in Trichinopoly, who after 
death became so fashionable a Bhut that for some time hall 
the children bom were named after him. I may perhaps 
mention two or three out of the instances of the belief in 
Bhutas that came before me officially as judge. Ina trial for 
murder before the sessions Court, the prisoner was charged 
with having intentionally caused the death of his younger 
bother, whom he struck down as they were ploughing. In 
defence the prisoner stated, through his vakil, or pleader, that 
the deceased, whilst at work in the field, was struck by the 
eye of a Bhut, of which he died; and his witnesses deposed 
that they had known similar instances. In another murder 
case the evidence of a material witness was objected to be
cause he was well known to be under the curse of a Bhut, 
and in consequence a desperate man, whose statements 
could not be believed. Again, a Potel, or village head-man, 
’^ charged with having entered the death of a boy in his 
register as natural when he had really committed suicide; in 
defence the Potel asserted that the boy had died from a Mow 
by the village Bhuta, and named several instances. On be
ing punished by the magistrate, he appealed to the Sessions, 
Court, reasserting his plea, and dealring to call witnesses to 
prove it These men were far from unintelligent, and the 
vakils, or native pleaders, acute and well able to conduct a 
legal argument But we can hardly ridicule them much, 
when we reflect that within the last eighteen months a young 
fanner was sentenced to six months' imprisonment at Dor
chester for savagely beating an old woman because she “hag- 
rode’’him ; another man in Somersetshire was charged for 
twice stabbing a woman who had “over-looked” him, that he 
might break the spell with her blood; and there were four 
other convictions in Somersetshire and Devonshire alone, for 
assaults committed, or payment taken, on account of, or to 
cure, having been bewitched; and all the persons connected 
may presumably have been at school, and attended some 

-church or chapel.
Very often Bhutas become a sort of house-spirits, such as 

are heard of in many-popular mythologies, morn or less mis
chievous, and delighting in Robin Goodfellow's pranks. 
Howltags and unearthly shrieks and noises that cannot be 
traced are attributed to them. Household utensils ate 
thrown about, and stones flung by invisible hands, and pots 
and cooking vessels found filled with dirt Women put away 
their best clothes carefully, and in the morning find them un
accountably on fire and smoulderfag away. All these are as
cribed to the Bhuta, as well as what would now be called a 
kind of levitation, which is declared to be very frequent In
fants are missed from their cradles, and presently beard cry
ing In the loft cf the house, or on stacks of straw outside, 
Once riding through a village I found the people in great ex
citement ai a prank played by a Bhuta two days before. A 
-woman lying apart In her room, expecting her confinement, 
-was suddenly missed, and could nowhere be found, till some 
children heard her voice proceeding from a drywejl fa a field 
bard by. She was drawn up with considerable trouble, quite

unhurt, and safely confined the same day. She said she 
found herself all at onee at the bottom of ahe well, but could 
not in the least tell how she came there. *The people insist
ed on showing me the well, which was about too yards from 
the house, large and square, one used for irrigation, but then 
dry, and from 20 to 25 feet deep. Roman Catholics are very 
numerous in Canara, but quite as subject to these demoniacal 
annoyances as the Hindus. One clerk of the civil Court, a 
grave, elderly man, affirmed to me that, when passing at even
ing along a lane near a Bhutastan, he encountered a dark, 
monstrous, shadowy shape, which grew larger and larger, on 
which he uttered some religious verses, when it gradually 
diminished and disappeared. Another story was the talk of 
the town, and thc parties concerned assured me of its truth. 
Two high native officials, both Roman Catholics, were sitting 
at noonday in the verandah of the house of one of them, 
when ashes and earth came pouring in quantities from the 
roof. The master of the house exclaimed the Bhuta was re
peating his tricks, and, bringing a gun, fired it in the air to 
frighten the goblin away, when instantly, as if in answer, a 
quantity of powder was exploded in the midst of the open 
yard before them, and immediately stones and pebbles were 
flung by invisible agency towards the house from without. 
These fell on the verandah, and then, my informant assever
ated, went “leaping like frogs” into the house, to the great 
amusement of the children who had assembled, and who 
would cry out, “one morel” when another stone would instant
ly fall and go hopping in! This sort of Bhuta annoyance was 
declared to be not at all unfrequent It is curious, anthro
pologically speaking, to observe how general this strange be
lief in a grotesque sort of goblin, rejoicing in a particular 
kind of odd, mischievous pranks, has been in widely separat
ed countries and ages. In China such disturbances are com
mon, and ascribed to “kitchen gods;" in Arabia and Egypt 
to the jinnee or genii, who, Mr. Lane says, are believed to 
throw stones and furniture about in houses. He also relates 
that pious and learned Muslims, on locking the doors of 
their houses, storerooms, and apartments when going out, 
habitually repeat, “In the natae of God, the compassionate, 
the Merciful,” to secure their property during their absence 
from the mischief and depredations of the Jfan. The Ger
mans have a special name for such spirits, calling them Fal
ter Geist, or racketing-ghost, and the stories about (hem and 
their impish persecutions, all much alike, current in Germa
ny, France and England, are endless. Amongst published 
accounts it is enough to mention the Stockwell Ghost, the 
Demon of Tedwortk, and the extraordinary disturbances at 
Woodstock, commemorated in Scott’s novel. Some years 
ago the London papers had accounts of simitar occurrences 
in h house in Bayswater; and even as far back as A. d. 1188 
the Itinerary through Wales of Giraldus Cauibrensls, trans
lated by Sir Richard Hoare, mentions like stories and mani
festations.

Charms or amulets against the evil influence oT Bhutan are 
—wearing the tooth or nail of a tiger on the neck or near the 
loins, or an iron ring set with pearls on the finger. In all 
ages and countries iron Is sovereign against evil powers. A 
lime In the turban, or a figure of Hanuman, the monkey-god, 
engraved on any ornament, are also efficacious, especially on 
Sundays and Tuesdays. But the most powerful remedy 
mus^have been when, In the days of the Rajahs of Coorg, a 
principality bordering on Canara, it was customary for the 
Amildars, or native hiads of divisions, to issue notices add 
orders to theJ3hiitasf in-tbe name of the Rajah, not to mo
lest any particular individual, to quit any tree they halted 
which was required to be felled, and to desist from any. par
ticular act or annoyance. It fa stated that these behests of 
the Government were never disobeyed, which, indeed, fa not 
unlikely, as the last Coorg Rajah was not a man who under
stood being trifled with, either by man or demon. Aftef his 
deposition, the native officials continued the same style of or
ders, In the name of the British Government, for some time 
before the authorities were aware of it I

To conclude this subject, the idea is quite familiar. that 
Bhutas may be perturbed ghosts, “doomed for a certain, term 
tn walk the night,” but longing to escape from their thrakjren 
and be laid to rest For the repose of any such unhappy 
spirit the following ceremony is prescribed: —An Image of
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Vishnu must be engraved on a gold plate, arrayed with a yel
low cloth, and washed with water froma holy stream. Around 
this, placed in the center, similar images of the other princi
pal gods must be arranged, arrayed, and washed in like man
ner. Then a sacrifice of all manner of perfumes, and quan
tities of ghee and milk, must be offered, and all the funeral 
ceremonies in honor of the deceased gonoythrough, and the 
funeral cakes offered anew in thc presence oi the golden im
ages of the gods. Next a banquet must be given to thirteen 
pure Brahmans, presenting each with a mattress, a horse, and 
a gold pot full of milk. Their united mantrams (i. r., incan- 
tatious) will then release the soul from its unclean Bhuta 
state and remit it to salvation. But all this seems a device 
of later times, invented by thc Brahmans to increase their in
fluence and thc authority of their gods over thc low-caste de
ities. It would also be a costly ceremony, and I never heard 
of its being actually performed.

« THE LATEST HUMBUG.
To the Editor of the Spiritual Scientist:

Under the auspices of several prominent clergymen and 
laymen in this city, a young man named Mr. Irving Bishop, 
or New York, has given two “entertainments," advertised as 
“the exposure of the characteristic phenomena of Spiritual
ism." We who believe that there are phenomena, are, of 
course, undisturbed by the ultimate result of any “exposure;" 
but, doubtless, others besides myself, who have with some 
warmth commented upon Mr. Bishop'* performance, have 
been met with some such general remark as this: “Many of 
you Spiritualists profess to be glad to have trickcry exposed, 
and yet I notice a disposition to condemn a man who seeks 
to expose the doings of mediums, as if you were afraid of the 
consequences." For myself, I have replied that my objec
tions to this man were in his cunning pretenses. Upon his 
assumptions certain clergymen have eagerly grasped him by 
the hand, hoping for a powerful auxiliary in destroying that 
which has been a bugbear and embarrassment to many of 
them for a Quarter of a century. Some of them with inborn 
hostility and prejudice against Spiritualism profess satisfac
tion with Mr. Bishop, while others maintain the same reti
cence as before. The published report* have been very un
satisfactory to a really inquiring reader. A friend of mine 
who i* very fair-minded, but an unbeliever in Spiritualism, 
after visiting one of Mr. Bishop’s exhibitions said to me, “As 
an exposer he is a humbug. After imitating, behind a screen, 
several of the tricks of the mediums, he only did one of them 
before the audience, remarking that thc others were done in 
a precisely similar manner; viz., by a dexterous and very 
clever twisting and turning of his hands and wrists while they 
were tightly tied. This was not at all satisfactory. 1 think 
it was all trickery, but why did he not tell us how it was 
done?" From what my friend says, Mr. Bishop, while he 
omits any attempt to ao what many mediums in public and 
private have done, really does some remarkable things. If it 
is done by legerdemain, as he alleges it is, why does he not 
at once accept the honors the clergy are ready to 
heap upon him, by doing them all in view of the audience? 
Ana If ne is not a liar as to “the exposure of the characteris
tic phenomena of Spiritualism," why does he not exhibit five 
or six hands, large and small, as the Davenport* do; or even 
produce the simple raps with accompanying intelligence, as 
hundreds of mediums do? Mr. Bishop’s claims may be 
honest as th his method* of doing what he does, but he makes 
false pretenses, at least j not only as to “exposing” even his 
own trick*, but in advertising that they are “the characteristic 
phenomena." The proceed* of his exhibition* are said to be 
given to deserving charities, he being represented as an ama
teur, and not at all ambitious to appear in public as an Ander
son or Heller. I suppose 1 maybe excused, being a Spirit
ualist, for the credulity of suggesting that, like the Fays, he 
may have mediumistic power supplemented with elasticity of 
limb* and conscience. It may please his fancy to begin 
gradually with the orthodox world, exciting alike their wonder 
and approbation, and finally taking liberal percentages or 
present* for his valuable services. There is precedent to 
excite a well-founded hope of success In his general idea (If 
he has it) in the career of Moody and Sankey. I find a letter 
in the Eagle of this city which presents so many sensible 
point* upon the matter, that I beg leave to enclose it to you.

, Brooklyn N. Y., Jul, », i«A,

To rhe Editor of the Brooklyn Eagle:
What Is the signification of the great interest which Bish

op, the latest exposer of Spiritualism, has recently awaken
ed? It is said that many of our first citizens, including the 
Clergy, the medical profession, and other scientific gentlemen, 
are deeply Interested.. Now, is it not a little remarkable that 
sath a “stupid delusion, based on fraud and in general ac
cepted only by” the superstitious and vulgar classes, should 
at this late day arouse such undue excitement? If there Is

nothing but fraud and cheap magic to expose, wherefore all 
this patronage of the eminent clergy and doctors? Certainly 
the ordinary humbugs of the day would not arouse such a 
distinguished following. Spiritualism is surely being raised 
to a dignity it has never attained before. Somehow, these 
naughty ghosts will not down. The mass of the conserva
tive people think they were laid long agar But, to be serious, 
the only explanation that can be made is that there is more 
in the “delusion” than its opponents care to admit.

That it is insidiously stealing in modified forms into the 
churches and Into the social circle, cannot be denied. It is 
not true that this occult phenomena is being investigated by 
the ignorant and credulous alone, and sensible people know 
too well amidst the denunciations of D.D's and M.D’s that 

I such minds as the late Vice-President Wilson, Judge Ed 
| monds, Owen, Crookes, Wallace, Fichte, and hosts of other 
great names in thc scientific world have not been duped by 

■such cheap devices of jugglery. Tliat Mr. Bishop or any 
other person who will take the trouble, can imitate many of 
the so called “Physical manifestations," is true. It has beem 
done repeatedly during the last twenty-five years. Thar 
there has been a vast amount of trickery and fraud perpetrat
ed in the name of Spiritualism, is too true. The frauds of 
the Eddys, Holmes and Fay have no more bearing upon the 
universally attested phenomena of Spiritualism than' the 
false pretenses of Simon Magnus bad upon thc genuine mira
cles of the apostles.

The public professional medium who makes a living by his- 
gifts, has never been indorsed by intelligent Spiritualists. 
The real strength of Spiritualism lies in the private circle, 
away from the disturbing conditions of the public gate. 
Hundreds of circles are organited in this city, many of them 
composed of church members and the intelligent thinking 
classes, who are quietly and patiently Investigating thc mys
tery. The little Planchette, which Epes Sargent calls the 
“Despair of Science," is doing more than a hundred Bishops 
can undo in fifty years. In fact, Bishop does not undertake 
to Imitate those phases of the phenomena which are the 
most convincing. To prove what has been said in regard to 
the real causes of the growth of Spiritualism, 1 recently dis
covered, to my astonishment, mediumistic powers in my Own 
children, though 1 rarely permit them to engage in It—indeed 
they are quite averse to have anything to do with it, as it is 
thought to be against their religious teaching, as well as from 
the fear of ridicule- One writes involuntarily in scores of 
different hands, sometimes in a foreign language, of which he 
has no knowledge. They extemporize upon musical instru
ments in a manner far above their normal powers. The 
moving of tables and raps are produced by some face un
known to us. 1 know these to be facts, and this kind of con
viction is what the exposers should turn their attention lot 
The unpopularity of the subject compels the masses to pur
sue the investigation in secret And there is where this mat
ter belongs, and this fact accounts for the wonderful vitally 
of a philosophy which has lived over twenty-seven years in 
the midst of the highest civilizations, in spite of the tremen
dous onslaughts of theology and science.

Spiritualism is not responsible for the fanaticism that ha* 
grown out of It, any more than the Bible Is responsible for 
the vagaries of a hundred conflicting sects. What is really 
needed at present is the honest Investigation of the scientific 
and religious world. This matter cannot be settled by the 
Owens or the Bishops. Its solution lies yet In the future. 
Although I know the phenomena is genuine, I am not certain 
of its super-mundane origin. I am not making a defence of 
Spiritualism, but I protest In the name of thousands of 
honest, earnest Investigators, that we are not the dupe* of 
delusion and fraud. There Is a thousand time* stronger tea] 
timony to these modern marvel* than the ancient miracles
can claim. Has human testimony ceased to have any value ? 
What wonder that the church is losing ft* hold upon the 
world, when they ignore the same kind of testimony upon, 
which they accept the teachings and miracles of eighteen, 
hundred yean ago.

There are a great many readers of the “Eagle” who are 
Spiritualists. Can we not have an occasional bearing, while 
the pres* in general has nothing but ridicule and odium to 
pour upon us. We have nothing to gain in accepting this 
strange philosophy but the truth. If that is at last attained, 
We can bear the present life of Intolerance.—Imquimkr.

Sia in accepting thin 
at is at last attained,
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THE POWER OF THOUGHT.
Here is a little gem from a lecture delivered by Cora 

V. Tappan in Chicago. The subject was “Spiritual 
Solvents ” and the control “ Phoenix," who says : —

Then said my teacher, “ Every spirit possessing knowledge 
and power can at any time discover a planet, its condition, its 
destiny, the slate of its inhabitants, and the various qualities 
Lining to it, by such will power as you perceive there." 

ed to know when I should possess even the shadow of 
such power, but jny guide said," Do not be discouraged; have 
you any one on earth whom you wish to benefit t" “ Cer
tainly, I said, and I straightway thonght of some one dear 
to me, whose life I might make or wish to make more beauti
ful. He said, “ Think intently of that person." I thought, 
and, as though a lens had been presented to my vision, I saw 
not only the spiritual state but the earthly habitation of that 
person —saw the condition of mind and body, and, by the 
effort of my will, I could read the thought passing in the 
mind, which was sorrowful and full oPpain. He said, “ Now 
wiD to change that sorrow to joy." And straightway I willed 
as though — if I had ever prayed — it was a prayer, and I 
could perceive the vibrations changing in the mind, that in
stead of pain and sorrow there seemed to be joy and peace, 
and the eyes were uplifted and the thought was turned toward 
me in my new habitation,, and the person moved the lips as if 
in prayer, and there was another atmosphere of joy instead 
of sorrow. He said, “ What you have done for that one spirit 
proves that you have the power— when it shall blossom out 
into full perfection — of doing perhaps for a whole world of 
souls.” It then finally dawned upon my consciousness that 
this must be what Jesus meant when he described himself as 
the door and the true vine — that it was his great desire which 
made It possible for him to help the world. Then I said, 
“Are desire and will synonymous?" He said, “Desire, 
when chastened by unselfishness, becomes the will power of 
the spirit, and upon it the soul can arrive to any height. No 
insect upon earth and no luminary in the firmament above but 
the spirit can bless and possess in knowledge, if the desire 
be tempered by unselfishness' and lofty aspiration.” Then 
straightway I felt that my selfishness was leaving me, and 
that a desire to do good to others took possession of my in
tense thirst for knowledge. Then I said, “ Is it not true that 
knowledge is the great key that opens the spiritual pathway, 
and must It not be by various avenues of science and learning 
that we enter the highest degrees of spiritual states ? " He 
answered, “No; knowleege is one of the Instruments, a 
weapon for the mind to use, a channel of communication be
tween the inner and the outer world: but no knowledge ever 
admitted the spirit to such power as you have developed by 
the unselfish wish to benefit your friend."

thers took possession of my in- 
Then I said, “ Is It not true that

Testimony of this nature from spiritual sources is so 
abundant that the teachings therein contained may be 
accepted as unadulterated truth. Again and again, re
peatedly does the spirit world send its warning messages, 
instructing spiritualists howto live a spiritual life. How 
often comes back the cry of “opportunities wasted.” 
"If I had only known,” said one who in reality did know 
and therein was the cause for regret. Hundreds, yet in 
the physical form read the experiences of those gone 
before, and an inward voice tells them to take its warn-

ing before it is too late. How many opportunities are 
neglected day after day by those who if they would con
scientiously examine their own actions would find the 
mainspring to be selfishness. This is applicable not only 
to spiritualists who are blessed with an abundance and 
capable of doing a great good therewith, but also to 
those who have barely enough of earthly wealth to meet 
their physical requirements ; for the lesson teaches that 
it is the thought, the desire to do good which must be 
cultivated.

In these columns we have often made a distinction 
between a spiritualist and a phenomenalist, defining the 
latter to be one who believes in the phenomena simply 
without seeking or attempting to understand the beauties 
of the spiritual philosophy and the principles it incul
cates. It seems to us an anomaly to call those spirit
ualists who have no higher motive than a curiosity to 
witness some wonderful manifestation of some unseen, 
and it may be some unknown occult force. As “ a tree 
is known by its fruits,” so can the spirituality of some 
phases of mediumship be determined by the character of 
of influences that are engendered. It is useless to argue 
against the fact that materializations and the lower 
physical phenomena breed discord and inharmony, not 
only in the spiritual movements but in the minds of those 
who attend the seances that arc held for this purpose. 
These phenomena are useful as stepping-stones to sci
entific discoveries, and should be relegated to this do
main.

J. M. Peebles has said, that “ to be a spiritualist is to 
hold conscious intercourse with the world of spirits and 
live ji spiritual life.” “Such,”'he says, “was Jesus 
Christ.” This is a sound definition. When one com
mences to live a true spiritual life, then comes a power 
which many spiritualists are ignorant of ; and it is teach
ings like the above from Mrs. Tappan’s lecture which 
should receive more prominence that many phenomenal
ists may be brought to live a spiritual life.

PHENOMENA UNDER TEST CONDITIONS.
The British National Association is holding seances under 

test conditions, and at the second, held recently, Miss Lottie 
Fowlin' was the medium.

The peculiar feature of this seance was that the most strik
ing manifestations took place while the medium was under 
the most severe test. Miss Fowler’s sleeves were securely 
sewn together at the wrist, behind her back; in addition to 
this, Miss Fowler was placed in a calico bag, the opening of 
which was sewn closely round her throat. No sooner was 
Miss Fowler placed partially behind the curtain of the cabi
net, with her knees in full view of the circle, In a good light, 
than an object resembling a hand was thrust through the cur
tain, and the objects placed on a little table near her were 
moved and rattled. Great activity continued to be apparent 
behind the curtain by the ringing of bells, blowing of whis
tles, and violent movements of the small table, which was 
more than once thrown completely down, and the objects 
scattered all about the floor of the cabinet Various mem
bers of the circle entered the cabinet to replace the objects 
on the table, and each testified to Miss Fowler being still in 
bonds, with the bag closely sewn round her neck. AH could 
see that she had not moved from her seat These manifesta
tions being entirely satisfactory, so far as to prove that the 
medium could not possibly have had any part In producing 
them, it was unanimously agreed that Miss Fowler be released 
from the Close custody of^the bag, and allowed To sit with her 
arms still sewn together behind, and further secured by means 
of tape to the back of her chair. A few of the manifesta
tions occurred as before, but were much weaker. A dark 
seance was then tried. A heavy table was partially raised at 
one end, and there were slight movements of bells and other 
objects which had been placed on the floor, under the. table, 
but nothing to compare in force with what took place wljiile 
the medium was under strict test conditions in the light.
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SELFISHNESS.

A message given through the mediumship pl M. A. (Oxon) 
of London, relating to the death of a friend under melan
choly circumstances, speaks of selfishness and says, —

It is the plague-spot of the spirit, that which wrecks more 
souls than you drcam of. It is the very paralysis of the soul. 
And when to it is added this moreover, that the selfishness is 
passive, it becomes more fatal. _ There is a selfishness which 
is far less baleful in its poison, and which finds its counter
acting power in activity, and which even becomes the spring 
of actions which have in them a form of good. There is 
a selfishness which causes a spirit to do well that it may have 
the good report of its fellows; and there is a selfishness 
which is content to do good so it be not vexed or troubled, 
which will yield to any influence, so it may escape anxiety. 
These arc faults which hold the spirit back from progress ; 
but they are not the baleful plague which ate into this spirit’s 
life, and drove it to despair and death. That was the meaner 
selfishness which stirred him not to any deeds or to action of 
any kind. It was idle and useless, no less than self-pleasing; 
nay, it was not even self-pleasing, for the wholi life was 
blurred and blotted with morbid scrutiny of self, till its very 
lineaments were eaten out This selfishness was cruel alike 
to himself and to his friends. There are grades of sin, and 
his was deep.

representations of departed relatives or friends, and also I am 
willing to admit (though I have never seen a properly tested 
case) that resemblances of departed friends may have been 

l produced (materialized) and identified.
Still all these phenomena, or natural facts, whichever you 

। may consider them to be, do not prove more than an after ex
istence, even .if we [take the proof of personal identity as 
thoroughly established, which many who admit-the phenom- 

j ena, hesitate about; taking however, this point as admitted, 
all you can say is, “ wc have an existence beyond the grave.”

There is no shadow of proof established by this that an 
existence, as an individuality, is eternal, and yet as far as I 
have seen, the three grand truths said to have been established 
by what has thus far become known about Spiritualism are,—

1st That we live on after death in our own individuality.
2d. That wc continue to progress and improve according to 

i our spiritual proclivities.
3d. That our individuality or spiritual personality is eternal 

add immortal, merely being refined in culture, not changed In 
being.

If I am not wrong in my summary of your teachings, I 
think you must be hasty and premature in your deductions 
from what has thus far been proved, as even if it is taken for 
granted that the first thesis is demonstrated to [full satisfac- 

j tion, there is nothing yet put forward with any shadow of 
1 evidence, to establish either the second or third propositions, 
and I think until some progress has been made in this direc
tion, the oracles of Spiritualism should be careful in not 
putting forth as “demonstrated truths" what are at present 
only “crude theories.”

The “new light" (at least of these days) is sufficiently start- 
, ling and momentous to claim the closest and most careful 
। study and investigation on the part of its converts, and noth- 
. ing like fanaticism or zealotry should cloud the reason, or in
terfere with the calm consideration of its claims to our ear
nest study.

The system of requiring blind faith from enquirers Is 
simply repeating the old error of the churches, and should 

1 certainly not accompany the teachings of the “new light” by 
! which you hope to supplant the gloom of dogmatism; you will 
never successfully establish truth, except on a solid basis of 
truth, and this cannot be formed of mere faith, fancy, or im
agination. There must be no jumping to conclusions and 

1 claiming that mere rudimentary facts arc to be held as proving 
I all the propositions you think fit to claim for Spiritualism. 
J You start at the wrong end I think, in putting forward such 
grand and startling claims as I have mentioned, and holding 
them to be demonstrated by the phenomena that have thus 
far occurred, and as a calm but earnest enquirer, I cannot but 
regret that so little philosophical discernment Is exercised by 
the public journals and writers, who are chiefly responsible 
for the manner in which Spiritualism is taught and discussed.

I long for light as sincerely as any one, but I cannot see 
Ith the light thus far held out for my guidance, ex- 
we have some bright object in the distance whose

A MISREPRESENTATION.
The Spiritual Scientist says that the spiritual movement is 

thoroughly disorganized by the exposures of mediums’ 
trickery^-A'. K Sun.

If the New York Sun can’t itemize any better than that wc 
wish it would let our name and columns alone. The above 
statement is a misrepresentation; unintentional without doubt 
but none the less damaging. The Spiritual Scientist has said 
that the spiritualist movement is thoroughly disorganized, and 
it has assigned a cause therefor, which wc wish might have 
found a place in the columns of a newspaper having such a 
large circulation as the N.Y. Sun.

English Correspondence of the Spiritual Sdt&tht 
THEORIES VS..FACTS.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Scientist;
Sir. I send you a copy of a letter I addressed to the Banner 

of Light, not because I think it is so applicable to you, (for I 
think you do search and try before accepting everything as Gos
pel;) but because I feel that the real progress of spiritual knowl
edge is being hindered by the blind teachings of many of its or
acles; and that this opinion, in which 1 am joined by many inde
pendent minds, cannot be too seriously impressed on ■‘Spiritu
alists.”

I therefore'place theletterat your disposal by the same mail 
that carries the originaL w. H.

London, June JS, 1X76.

Sir, I see your paper regularly, and am pleased to notice 
the impartial manner in which you allow subjects to be ven 
tilatcd that do not altogether accord with your views, or 
entirely advocate the claims of the more enthusiastic teachers 
of Spiritualism. You, therefore, will perhaps allow me, (claim
ing to be as yet a mere Investigator of these mysteries,) to 
draw your attention to what I consider a grave mistake in the 
manner of putting forward the more advanced “truths * as 
they are called, and of tacitly admitting them to rank as 
truths, instead of mere theories as they are at present, which 
require to be proved before they can be held fast to, as un
questionable rays of the true light we are, I presume, all of 
us honestly seeking.

This tendency to jump conclusions, on the part of Spiritu
alists, has struck me very forcibly, and I think is detrimental 
to the best interests of this new science; perhaps I may be 
allowed, therefore, as a stranger brother, the privilege of ex
pressing views on this point, that I know are held by many 
earnest enquirers, like myself, who have like me conquered 
the initial difficulties of testing these strange phenomena, and 
have made good our “first foot-steps of knowledge” in Spirit
ualism.

1st It is undoubted that there are unseen intelligences 
who can and do flock around us and use means of communi
cation which In spite of all so-called explanation as to the 
“modus operandl” must yet be considered occult or unknown.

2d. It is also true that through these same means private 
test messages are occasionally given that seem almost cer
tainly to come from departed personal friends.

3d. Again, semblances are produced photographically on 
sensitized plates that can be occasionally identified as good

plainly w 
cent that
form and quality Is worthy of closer examination, when we 

j can get near enough by better light or better understanding 
I to know its meaning.

W. H.
HIGHLAND LAKE CAMP MEETING.

Daily trains connecting directly with Highland Lake Grove 
will be run during camp meeting from Willimantic and Put
nam, Conn., and way stations; from Worcester and Provi
dence and way stations over the Providence & Worcester 
Railroad; from New Bedford, Mansfield, Taunton, Lowell, 
Fitchburg and way stations over the Boston, Clinton & Fitch
burg and New Bedford Railroads. Take the morning trains 
from all the above to the Grove.

Excursion tickets at reduced rates of fare may be obtained 
at the several stations on each of the above railroads. See 
posters in each station for full particulars of Sunday and 
and other special trains, rates of fare, etc.

Dr. Richardson is now at Highland Lake Grove, Norfolk, 
Mas sr______________________

Leymarie, the editor of the Revue Spirite in Paris prefers 
solitary confinement in a cell to living in common with other 
prisoners, and by a rule of the prison where he is confined 
(La Sante) his term of imprisonment is abriged one-fourth.



224 SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
THE FUTURE OF SPIRITUALISE

Ix answer to a letter from James E. Bruce, William Fish
bough says In the Banner of Light:—

But you ask me, l(Wh»t signs encourage you to hope that 
Spiritualism now, or lb any very near future, is about to take 
the prood stand which will bring the educathd and refined of 
the eemmmiity to our ranks in great numbers, or which will 
do What is of infinitely vaster Importance, lead us out of our 
political and Social evils, and Inaugurate the era of universal 
righteousness prophesied of old’ ?”

Before answering directly, let me call your attention to the 
a priori view of the case. Admitting the reality of modern 
spiritual intercourse, as you and I both do, It is but reasona
ble that We should attach to it a meaning of great importance. 
Not certainly since the gloria in excrisis was sung by angels 
to the shepherds on the plains of Judea has anything of like 
nature occurred, equaling in importance this great descent of 
spiritual forces and intelligences into the sphere of mundane 
pognition. Reverently, rationally and philosophically viewed, 
It seems tike the removal of the veil of the covering cast 
over all nations, and the swallowing up of death in victory, 
and the opening of the high road for the king of Glory to 
come. Can you, can I, can any rational mind for a moment 
believe that the great God who permitted and ordained this 
tremendous modern unfolding, intended it to be used only for 
the delectation of wonder-mongers, tor the exchange of a few 
WOrd* of personal recognition with departed friends, or to be 
used by pugnacious minds as an arsenal from which weapons 
may be drawn to battle old Orthodoxy? If thus far, and In 
what I have already called Its “chaotic1' stage of develop
ment, it has been used mainly for these purposes, I think the 
time has come when you will agree with me in asking and ex- 
pecting the great Power which la above It all, and controls It 
all, to'brihg It up to a higher stand, by which its capabilities 
as a saving influence will be developed and Its dignity will be 
vindicated.

In answer to your question as to what more positive rea. 
SOU I have to believe that Spiritualism Is to take that higher 
stand which is now the subject of contemplation, I can only 
stale a few things which have been told and Interiorly shown 
to me from the upper spheres, and which I have more reasons 
to believe than I can set forth in this article.

I* the month of June, (it may have been 1869), at a time 
when, discouraged and disheartened, I had bidden myself 
away from the ranks of the Spiritualists to await some future 
developments that might again call my humble gifts into use
ful activity, I was blessed with a beautiful and significant 
night vision, In which the advent of a future higher and purer 
development of Spiritualism was clearly foreshadowed to me. 

. My blessed guide, a female spirit who lived on the earth 
some three hundred years ago, appeared to me, and told me, 
In general terms, of the part I was expected to take in this 
new development I afterward related this vision, with its 
prophetic Interpretation, to several of my friends, some of 
whom would doubtless remember it if I had room to repeat 
its particulars. In June, 1875—one year ago—I met what 
proved to be that same female spirit through a medium, ap
parently by accident, but I was afterwards told It was by ex
press design. When the unexpected interview commenced, 
Twts comparatively indifferent, not expetting to get any
thing more Important than I had received through mediums 
tip to the time I had left off consulting them many years be
fore; but 1 soon found that 1 Was in the presence of an intel
ligence Who knew my inner history, my mental states, my 
wpift, my trials, my aspirations, better than any human being 
tifiearth. To brings long story Into the smallest possible 
compass, I conversed with her again and again through the 
as||Be medium, many times. By unmistakable indications, 1 
identified her as the spirit I bad met and conversed with th 
this Vision to whichl had ref erred; and she had come to in- 
form toe that the time far ‘the commencement of the fulfill- 
toentdf the prophetic parts ot the vision had arrived. Her 
name, conspicuous in history, I omit here, but you* have 
tomsiltln another Way, ns others will learn it Her basic 
WMiMtet to me, which I enrittn as much as joanjble, was

t “New developments from the spiritual world/* said she,

“are about to take place. Representative spirits from all the 
nations of the earth have organized in the form of a star. 
They have a-central city called ‘Spring Garden City,' and a 
Congress which holds its regular and special sessions for de
liberation upon mundane and spiritual affairs which come un
der its supervision. This star organization, 'Star Circle/ be
gan to be formed about thc time Spiritualism began to appear 
upon the earth, and has since been perfecting. It is the star 
that is to rule the development and destiny of the world from 
this time onward, throughout the New Dispensation. It has 
been gaining more and more power continually, until the 
time now approaches when it will tenable to assert its sway. 
It is proposed, by the union of spiritual and mundane forces, 
to develop a strong battery of power in England, and then, 
by the aid at the same, to develop similar centers of power 
In America, whereby the Anglo Saxon race, the most advanc
ed of all the races, may be made the messenger of a new 
and higher order of things throughout the earth."

Accordingly, late In the autumn of last year, my guide, who 
Is the general messenger of the “Star Circle,” Induced her 
special medium to sail for England, where I l??m frem pub
lic and private accounts, a very satisfactory work has since 
been going on foe the elevation of Spiritualism.

One of the most striking points In thia account, to me, was 
the mention of the form of a “Star” as the model of this 
universally representative organization of spirits. Now the 
philosophy correspondentlally set forth in the form of a six- 
pointed star, which is a perfectly universal philosophy, was 
the subject of a remarkable revelation to me as long ago as 
July, 1848. Of this I made a diagram, with radial lines, cir
cles and spirals, showing courses, cycles, series and discrete 
degrees of development in the different fields of nature, 
mentality, human society, &£., and on its basis I wrote say 
book, “The Macrocosm, ar the Univtne Without." At one 
of the seances, having my star diagram present, I was about 
to show it to the spirit, when she stopped my by saying, “You 
need not show me your diagram; I was with you and helped 
you make it.” Of course this was a new point of interest to 
me, and on further inquiry I learned from her that she was 
at the head of a band of spirits who approached the earth at 
three different times, and threw their impressions broadcast 
upon the minds of mankind, to be taken np as they could re
ceive it I have met three or four persons who seem to 
have received some idea of the principle about the same 
time, but have not been able to apprehend or formulate it in 
its universal bearings.

In this Sway we are furnished with the outlines of the phi
losophy, Or the intellectual form, of the promised new order 
of things, which I am compelled for the present to leave in 
obscurity, as a full exposition would require many volumes. 
But all this, of course, would be perfectly dead and useless 
without an interior heart or hvt sphere, constituting Its hfe 
Of the latter, 1 am thankful to be able to testify as,follows : 
Before the medium, through whom I received communica
tions concerning these matters, sailed for Europe, 1 was told 
that I would have interior experiences that would be further 
instructive. These came without delay. For several nights 
and days I was almost constantly, more or less, in the spirit, 
during which time I witnessed scenes not dissimilar, in some 
respects, to those witnessed by St John while on the hit of 
Patmos. Many of these passed from my mind on resuming 
my normal state. Others, vividly remembered, I have written 
out for a pamphlet or small volume, which I intend to finish 
and publish so soon as the powers who lead me shall be 
pleased to give me the matter for the concluding three chap
ters. But this I can now say: that being taken up, in my 
tranee, into the new spiritual Star, I saw a significant repre
sentation of the conjugation or c»nja^ialitj ot Divine Love 
and Wisdom; and especially among the dwellers in the cen
tral circle, where the garden city or Paradise is situated, I 
was made sensible of a love so intense, so beautiful, pure and 
sweet, as to utterly transcend all conceptions of mortal man 
on earth. With respect to the Inhabitants of the earth, this 
love Will be as the Jove of a divine Mother for her children. 
Descending like gentie dew, it will penetrate thousands of 
hearts, and trill give birth to all kinds df generous, kindly, 
loving and fraternal sentiments. Thc masses of course, will 
not receive it at first; but those who are open to it, together
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with ih corresponding Inspirations of wisdom, will be drawn 
together in harmony and unity, and under the direct influence 
of the Spirit will be the seminary of the doctrines and life of 
the New Dispensation.

Divine Love and Wisdom, as it exists in thc upper spheres, 
thus taking up its abode in the recipient hearts of men and 
women, will cry out, “No more taxation to punish cripe, but 
cane and labor and all necessary expenditures to prevent 
crime ; no more prisons and gibbets and guillotines, but in 
their stead give us hospitals for the treatment of the morally 
diseased and insane. No more pot-house caucuses and 
chaotic and heterogenous primary meetings and conventions, 
gathered from the slums and gutters, and which give origin 
to all political frauds and corruptions and venal legislation, 
but instead give us an anatomy of each of the great central 
interests of the body politic, and equal representations from 
each as the nominators of officers for the general government 
of the whole.” Spiritualists whose hearts are touched with 
the divine fire, and whose brains are illuminated with the new 
light, will cease to aim destructive blows at the existing 
churches as a most unjust and unprofitable business, but in
stead will labor to capture them and bring them up to the 
right standard; assured that, in time, this can be done, for the 
power at work'will be the mighty power of God, penetrating 
every chink in the walls of their bigotry and burning into 
their very hearts, forcing them to acknowledge the presence 
of the angel world, and setting them on fire with universal 
love. The question of all this is only a question of time. 
Let us, therefore, watch and labor, and wait in patience and 
faith. Commotions and disruptions, I think, may be expected, 
and I # not sure that the old order of things will not “pass 
away with a great noise, and Its elements melt with fervent 
heat,” as some of my visions seem to portend. With the 
limited space allowed me, I am aware of my inability to make 
myself quite clear on any of these points, and my highest aim 
and expectation, therefore, must be to stir up thought in the 
minds of yourself and others. In this spirit, and with this 
Intent, the foregoing Is earnestly and affectionately submitted.

Such a Convention a* you propose might be wel, but would 
it not be better to postpone it a little while longer, and until 
the light shall become a little more clear? 1 am averse to 
instituting any isolated movement in this matter, or indeed 
any movement in which the angel# shall not take the lead. 
That you and I and all earnest minds may be rightly guided, 
Is the sincere prayer of your friend and brother,

William Fishbougu.
Brooklyn, E. D.f N. Y-, June 7. iS^.

THE NEW EASTERN RELIGION.

From an article headed “ Babism,” in the Efvuc Anglo 
Franeaise, the following shortextract Is made. It appears 

thata new religious sect has since 1843 been organizing itself 
in Central Asia, and has now become a powerful opponent to 
Mohamitted’* adherents Fortunately for the progress of the 
world, the founder of this new creed, Mirza AU-MoUammed, 
seems to be greatly in advance of both Judaism and Islambm, 
having neither imitated the Intolerance and self-righteousness 
of the former, nor the fatalistic creed of the latter, which has 
fostered so fmuch hatred and conceit in it* believers. This, 
of course, must be attributed to the character of it* founder, 
whoj whea ouly eighteen years of age, began bls missionary 
workjrfor ' whiqiuhe wa* not only qualified by his natural 
genius, but also,ny his earnest inquiry into the Holy Script 
unes, the Konfo, and by discussions with the Jews of his 
cMMlj. '

He is described as a young man of imposing aspect and 
charming features, gaining the admiration of hi* hearers a* 
well by hl* personal attractions as the charm Of hb eloquence. 
His life is lb strict accordance with hb doctrine*, which am 
remarkable for their tenderness, humanity, and sympathy with 
earthly need*.

After having paid a visit to Mqcca, he published on hb 
return a commentary on a part of the Koran, which audacity 
of course was a total breach of ancient customs, the much 
more sp because he therein Introduced sotae novel doctrines. 
From that lime he began tp preaeji Id public, and with enor
mous success, and afioptiughbfinitreligtauaiHle.be declared 
himself to be the “ Bib," ** the “ Deer,” through which one 

aarriveth at the knowledge-of God. The I Siam priests could

now no longer ignore the agitation caused by this young 
preacher, so after having been ignominiously defeated by him 
at a public conference, arranged by themselves, they did, as 
all priests have done in similar cases, —appealed to the Civil 
power. Bab and his followers now suffered persecution, and 
this proved thc beginning of the spread of Babfam. Mb- 
sionaries were sent to Ispahan, to Teheran, to the north and 
west districts, and everywhere they met with grand-success, 
though constantly persecuted by the clergy and the king’s 
agents, until at last (1847) they decided to take up arms. The 
war now raged almost everywhere in Persia with alternate 
successes and defeats of the {reformers. Finally Bab was 
captured and put to death as he was trying to make his 
escape.

The Government now considered the unpleasant question 
settled for ever, thus resembling all other governments on 
whom the eloqueent lessons of history and experience inva
riably seem to be wasted. The new religion, however, did 
not depend on the presence of Bab, three quarters of hb 
adherents never having seen him, and another Bab was nom
inated, to whom the believers declared the crown of Persia 
legitimately to belong (1852). The persecutions continued, 
and the punishment of the captives was beyond measure 
cruel. Women and children fearlessly marched to their exe
cution, and seemed to rival each other in hopeful and cour
ageous resignation, singing this verse: —

“ Ye* truly w* have come from God, nod now return to him?’

These spectacles far from ruining the prospects of the new 
sect, gained them many secret partbans, and the Bab, who 
now resides in Bagdad, b only waiting for an opportunity to 
conquer by arms the Persia whose faith he has already sub
dued. Perhaps we shall witness one day the ruin of the 
Persian Dynasty, and see Mohammed’s religion defeated in 
the countries of Central Asia.

Babbm b a return to the ancient Panthebm, presented in 
a novel and attractive form,{and when Bab said, “ God b the 
absolute Being, beside whom nothing {exists, all beings art 
but feeble emanations, but emanations from His omnipotence: 
on the day of judgement you shall bc united with Him." he 
only re-awakened and restored the old sentiment that ha* been 
dormant for centuries. Its adherent* Include the foremost 
of Persian clergy and dignitaries, as well as philosopher* and 
poets. Even the obstinate Jew has been converted. Babbm 
has much of the Oriental form of worship, but It teaches 
charity, peace, and monogamy, in so far at least (that it does 
not approve of bigamy or polygamy, It has a tendency to 
lay a foundation for family life, so little known in the East, 
and gives to a woman a higher and nobler sphere of action.

A sect which In tehytears caused such a {revoludoh In a 
country where neither railways, letter post, or newspapers 
existed, and that has taken such a great step in advanpe of 
other orientals, must needs impress us with a hope of a better 
and greater future for the eastern countries, and we have 
merely to add —better late than never. ,

IGNORANCE OR MALEVOLENCE—WHICH?
To I Ao Editor of tire Spiritual Scientific

' In your issue' for June 29th, there 1* an article entitled 
“A Plea for Organization,” by j. Edward*, copied without 
comment from The Eeligio-Philosophifal fournaii The a> 
pearancsof the article in the Journal did »Wt attphiah >*•] 
but that it could find its way iqfo th# fi>w^b*/ ^rikuAW, *a< 
be approved by it* Editor, I confw dW *lfo«bh nje,-^-oat 
more on account of the illiterate character of the artkie.thaA 
on account of the fata* rcawnfoMw which II oouttined, 
Ona paragraph of the article contains five MKrtioM about 
Mr*. Woodhull, neither one of which ta tw> Fabehund 
No. t b, that “The last attempt at organisation wa* utter- 
taken by Victori* C. Woodhull «4^ wwim* aswretta# 
at Chicago in 1^1 far Hal Pforposti' ftou th# cooreatiM 
wa* the regular yearly qaaveatfop *f th* American AeMcUk 
tion of Spiritualist*, anA was coorened through thtragfitar 
call of theltoardafTjnmfcitajrf lMt A*3p«tattal^ 
Mrs. Woodhull, nor for the purpose w«rt*d, .

Falsehood No. 2.—”At that time, she (Mr*. W.) pretended 
to publish a Spiritualist wcr, and to prepare the W * 
carry out her design*, invifod and Mot w * {tandipg U*f*f 
all those who jisvored free. 
WoodhuU dW not pretend to 
sbedidpuMtah 
standing la it; 
some societies

afioptiughbfinitreligtauaiHle.be
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could mediums under the control of spirits tell in advance 
what they might be made to say.

Falsehood No. 3.—“It was evident to all reflecting observ
ers that Mrs. Woodhull was to be the grand mogul, not only 
to place herself in commanding position, but to fasten upon 
Spiritualism her pet scheme ox free love theory, which was 
not germane to Spiritualism at all." Now, at that time, Mrs. 
Woodhull was already President of thi National Associa
tion, and, before the report of the Committee on Organisation 
was made, had been elected for the ensuing year. There was 
no position superior to the one she occupied provided for in 
the plan that was adopted, so how could Mrs. W. have had 
any ambitious schemes to further by the new organization; 
and how could she, by such an organization, fasten her free- 
love theories upon Spiritualism, when for two years they had 
adopted resolutions covering them fully.

Falsehood No. 4.—“The organization soon collapsed when 
the great mogul abdicated her throne.” The organization 
never collapsed, for it was never carried into an organization 
save in a provisional form; and Mrs. Woodhull resigned on 
account of the division in the ranks of Spiritualist, which she 
hoped might be healed by this action.

Falsehood Na 5.—“Since then Mrs, Woodhull publishes 
a very sickly Spiritual paper, and her Spiritualism has about 
oozed out at we ends of her fingers, and her seven by nine 
paper is conducted in self-adulation of herself.” Whatever 
else may be said about Mrs. Woodhull’s paper, it can never 
be called sickly. It always was pointed and positive. There 
was never any possibility of mistaking her meaning; and, 
above all things, on Spiritualism it had no sickly sounds. As 
for the self-adulation, if to publish the remarks made by other 
papers to represent the progress of the cause which she advo
cated before the public may be called by that name, then 
every other paper In the land is “self-adulatory.”

But these direct falsehoods art not the more dishonest part 
of the article; for if this writer knows anything about Mrs. 
Woodbull’s theories, then he knows that they reUte specially 
to the Improvement of the physical habitation for the spirit, 
inasmuch as almost their whole burden is upon the proper 
generation and rearing of children. But he says these theo
ries are not germane to Spiritualism at all; and yet in his 
own propositions for a platform, he lays down substantially 
the same things under the head of “Rewards and Punish
ments.” Why does he thus stultify himself; or doesn’t he 
know that he has done so? Not germane to Spiritualism I 
And how is “The Fatherhood of God” germane to Spiritual
ism, and bow “The brotherhood of man." Verily this man 
must be a little beside himself to talk to others about things 
germane to Spiritualism, when he makes these propositions 
a “pure and simple Spiritualism and nothing else.’’

But perhaps wls man does not know that Mrs. Woodhnll 
had the very best reasons for claiming that her theories 
were germane to Spiritualism. Mrs. Woodhull never attend
ed a Spiritual Convention until the one at Troy in 1871, at 
which she was made president of the assocUtion by reason 
of a speech that she delivered there on this very question of 
a proper system of reproduction and care of children, for 
which speech she was not only made president, but the Con
vention unanimously passed a resolution of thanks for the 
speech itself. She said in that speech just what she says 
now when she treats of the same subject; and when Spirit* 
ualists who are opposed to Mrs. Woodhull can prove that 
proper conditions for the spirit while in the body, as a means 
for developing a proper spirit to carry to spirit life, is not 
germane to Spiritualism, then they will'be able to prove that 
Mrs, Woodhull’s theories are not germane to Spiritualism; 
but not before, though they may shout it till they are hoarse, 
and write it till they are blind.

But It should scarcely be expected that one who cannot 
write so that those who read bls articles can understand 
him, should be able to understand what another says or 
writes who uses decent English. Out of the forty-one sen
tences of which his article is composed, twenty-one of them 
are sb faulty that they may be read to mean anything or noth
ing.' For instance, wnat may this mean: “Seven-eighths of 
all persons who have been converted to Spiritualism has 
been through the evidences of their senses bearing upon the 
different phases of spirit phenomena.” And then he talks 
about “advancing forward," just as if anybody ever advanced 
backward; and of "The rock of immortal ages,” whatever 
that may be. He says, “In the spiritual rank Jr to be found 
a large number (». e. a great variety) of reformers;" and that 
“there it a religious, Intellectual and social aspect of the 
case.” Ahl then Spiritualism has a social aspect Indeed, 
consistency Is a jewel of rare Wearing among the simon-pure 
spiritualists, if this be a sample of the real stock.

Finally, Mr. J. Edwards, there are two points of advice to 
whidt it would be well for you to give attention before you 
engage again in a “self-constituted” attempt to run the whole 
body of Spiritualists even In so small a matter as “a plea for 
organisation.” First, make yourself better acquainted with 
ibe facts about which you propose to write, so as not to be 
caught playing the role of a falsifier. Second, after you

have thus mastered the facts, study Murray until you can 
present them so that people may gather what you mean by 
reading what you write. Omega.

Many of the objections raised by “ Owega ” may be mat
ters 'of opinion rather than questions of fact The article 
referred to contained many Ideas on organization worthy of 
attention and therefore found a place in the Spiritual Scien
tist The art of composing correctly can tbe obtained by 
study and observation. Correct writers are more numerous 
than those who are original in their ideas.—£</.]

A TERRIBLE CHINESE GHOST.

Had Mr. Tony Weller lived in these days, and had he, 
moreover, been a regular subscriber to the Shanghai 

Courier, he would have been supplied with an additional and 
cognant reason for not marrying widows. It appears that a 
Mahometan Chinaman, who had lately been unitied to a lady 
to whom he was fondly attached, fell sick, and lay at the point 
of death. In taking farewell of her husband thus unhappily 
departing, the lady clasped her hands-and swore never to wed 
any one else when he was gone. For a while she kept her 
vow: suitors came and went, but, unlike the widow In Gold
smith’s Citizen of the World, she was constant, and it is 
probable would have remained a model widow, if a gentleman 
named Wang, also a Mahometan, had not appeared on the 
scene as a lover. What blandishments this swain used are 
not recorded, nor are we told whether he was of prepossess
ing appearance. All that Is certain may be summed up in a 
few words. He came, saw, and conquered. Possibly neither 
he nor Mrs. Wang had read of the fate which attended the 
fair Imogene when she was faithless to the memory of Alonzo 
the Brave. Perchance they were ignorant of the very exist
ence of vengeful goblins. They were quickly to learn by 
unhappy experience. “One day,” says the chronicler, “ the 
husband, on entering his wife’s room, saw with perfect dis
tinctness the figure of a man sitting down, gazing fixedly 
upon the woman.” This apparition seems to have been 
somewhat objectionable to Wang, for we are told that he 
“stared violently, and asked his wife whom she was keeping 
company with?" To which the lady replied, “ Nobody," and 
just then the spirit vanished. Sorely perplexed, Mr. Wang 
left the room, and threw himself on a couch in an adjoining 
chamber to sleep. But in the middle of the night he was 
aroused by “ a tremendous bump in his wife’s apartment, suc
ceeded by piercing screams, and, hastening to the door, he 
found that the lady had fallen out of bed, and that blood was 
flowing from her nose and mouth.” Nor was this all; for the 
unfortunate Wang perceived that his wife’s reason had de- 
parted, and that, apparently possessed by some strange spirit, 
she was “addressing herself in the character of her husband, 
and pouring out the moat bitter denunciations of her own 
conduct in having broken the vow she had made." In vain a 
Taoist priest was sent for to exorcise the ghost: futile were 
his charms, useless his sorceries. Mrs. Wang had gone stark 
staring mad, and so she still remains — a sad example to all 
faithless widows.—London Daily Telegraph

I am much mistaken if the rising generation ten years 
hence will not feel very keenly and bitterly the lost time 
which has thoughtlessly been loitered away in materialistic 
and other spiritualistic phenomenal pursuits, during the last 
twenty years, by those who should have been steadily march
ing up, in works of real use, towards the stature of angel
men in this world of preparation for the rewards and uses of 
angels proper, in the realms of the divine kingdom of angelic 
uses above. • T. Robinson.

Blind Tom plays by memory 7000 pieces. This prog- 
idy, says the Virginia Chronicle, possesses such an astonish
ing memory that it is sufficient to play any piece once to him 
for him to be able to repeat it It you read to him in a 
foreign language, he will imitate the sounds of your voice 
perfectly without understanding a word. One time he slept 
on a bed that Rubenstein occupied when in this country, and 
the next day he played the whole of one of Rubenstein,s 
concertos.

At a recent sceance with Mrs. Kate Fox jencken in 
London, a hand appeared close to the floor, carrying a large 
phosphorescent-looking light, about four Inches square emit- 
ing no smoke or smell. It occasionally struck the floor with 
the hard luminous substance it carried, and rising touched 
the face of oae of the observers who testifies that It was cold 
and covered with delicate gauze-like spirit-drapery.
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How To Form A Spirit Circle.
It I* calculated that one person In cray term might 

beams a medium by observing the proper condition, 
Tbe thousands of Spiritualist* have, In moat ossa, 
arrived M tb<dr ronciuafom by apneie* established by 
themselves and independently of each other and o( the. 
sertfae* ol professional mediums. Every spiritualist is 
indeed an “ investigator,"—it may be at an advanced 
stage t and that all may become so, the following con
ditions am presented as those under which the phe
nomena may at all times be evolved.

Inquirers Into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist nr 
professional medium present Should no results be 
obtained on the first occasion, try acaln with other sit
ters. One or more persons posaesune medial powers 
without knowing it are lo be found in nearly every, 
household.

t. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no 
interruption for one hour during tbe sitting of the cir 
de.

a Let the circle consist of from three or five to ten 
individuals, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
of the hands on ha typ surface. Whether the hands 
touch each other or not is usually of no importance. 
Any table will do, Just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from 
the table for a lew seconds does no harm | but when 
one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table 
it sometimes, but not always, very considerably delays 
the manifestations.

3. Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
table, to write down any communication that may be 
obtained.

4 People who do not like each other should not sit 
- n the same circle, for such a want of harmony tends 

to prevent manifestations, except with well-developed 
physical mediums 1 it is not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to en
gage in general conversation or in singing, nod it is best 
that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A prayer- 
fol, earnest feeling among the members of tbe circle 
give* tbe higher spirits more power lo come to the cir
cle, and makes it more difficult for tbe lower spirits to 
get near

6- The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
is often a feeling like a coo! wind sweeping over the 
hands. ' The first manifestations will probably be table 
lilting* cr raps.

7. When motions of the table or sounds are pro
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
spealu and talk lo the table as to an intelligent being. 
Let him tell tbe table that three tilts or raps mean 
“Yes,” one means "No,” and two moan "Doubtful," 
and gsk whether the arrangement is understood. If 
three signals be given in answer, then say, "XII speak 
the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every 
time I came lo tbe letter you want, and spelt ns cut a 
message 1° Should three signals be given, set to work 
on the plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent 
system of communication is established.

8. Afterwards the question should be pct, “Are we 
sitting in the right order to get the best manifestations?” 
Probably some members of the circle win then be told 
to change seats with each other, and tbe signals will be 
afterwards strengthened. Next ask, "Who is tbe 
medium I" When spirits come asserting themselves to 
be related or known lo anybody present, well-chosen 
questions should be put to test the accuracy of tbe 
of the statements, as spirits out of tbe body have all the 
virtues and all the failings of spirit* in the body.

9. A powerful physical medium is usually a person of 
an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and very 
sensitive to mesmeric influences. Tbe majority of 
media are ladies.

The best manifestations are obtained when the me
dium and all the members of the circle are strongly 
bound together by the affections, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and nappy I the manifestations are born of 
tbe spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower menial 
influences of earth- Famfly circles, with no strangers 
present, are usually the best

If the circle is composed of persons with suitable 
temperaments, manifestations will take place readily 1 
if the contrary be the case, much perseverance will be 
necessary.

Possibly at tbe first skiing of a cirri* symptoms of 
other forma of mediumship than tilts or raps may make 
their appearance.
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The seventh annual camp
MEETING OF THE LIBERAL 
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to teach the Science of Spiritualism and to educate 
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gation and observation.
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THE WONDERFUL HEALER AND1 CLAIRVOYANT-
Thousands acknowledge Mr** Morrison*# un

paralleled buccrw in giving dtagwri* of di-raxc by 
lock of hair. And thotisands have been cured with 
vegetable remedies, magnetized and prescribed by her 
Medical Band.

DI a Uno ala by Letter. Inclose Lock of Patient* 
Hair and #1.00, Give Age and Sea*

Remedies sent by mail to all parts of the United 
States and Canada*.

KF" Specific for Epilepsy and Neuralgia* •
Addrest Mrs. C. M. Morrison,

P. O. Box 2519,____ , Boston, Mass.

THE MAGNETIC HEALER,
1 dr. J. e. Briggs, is also a Practical

Physician. Office 14 East Fourth st. Address, 
Box, HZ, Station D, New York City.

UR. MAIN’S HEALTH INSTITUTE IV 60 Dover Street, boston, mass.
A Medical Diagnosis of Disease, with Directions for 
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address and fee of f loo.

J)R. J. R. NEWTON, THE HEALER, 
18 West 21nt Street, New York. 
T)IL NEWTON ha* returned from California with 

new developments in the cure of disease by touch 
and will power. Dr. Newton also heal* the sick at 
any distance, by magnetized letters, and performs cures 
as wondeiful is any made by personal treatment.

Person* desiring this treatment, will send Ln their 
own handwriting a description of the case, age- and 
enclose #A Io #10.

The french and Viennese
System of Electrical Cure.

Dr*. WILLUM and EMMA M. BRIT- 
TEN, the celebrated European Electricians, beg to 
announce that they have just returned to Boston and 
a-e prepared to resume their highly successful method’ 
of electrical practice.

After many years of study and experience, the Dr*. 
Britten are enabled to promise rapid and permanent 
benefit in all case* they undertake. Many diseases 
deemed utterly hopeless In every other system, have 
yielded to their treatment, and every form of suffering 
can be alleviated without fain, danger gm failure.

THE ELECTRICAL VAPOR BATH
will be found a delightful and nvigorating restorative.

Examination* made by the Electrical Cranial Diag
nosis the greatest discovery oil modern science, and 
one in which the most obscure forms of disease are de
scribed with accuracy.
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indispensable to all While Mountain tourists.
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receipt of price by the publisher*,

James R, Osgood & Co., Boston.


