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Intellectual conception* from the paternal fountain;
Partaking abundantly the dower of Fire in the point of reetle** time ;
Horne through the vast Freeze* of the world like swarm*, 
brom the primary lelf-perfect fountain of the Father, 
Toured forth lhc*e pnmojjcnial idea*.

In the same vein of philosophy Milton speaks of souls 
arrested and in degradation—

Such arc tbote thick and gloomy ahadowa damp 
Oft Men in ch&mal vault* and Mrpuklurs 
Lingering and Atting by A new-made vrave, 
A* loth to leave the body that it loved.—-Cours ^ps

X those most early ages whose history has faded, save a 
few faint vestiges, before the Aryan races separated on 

their march eastward to India and westward to Europe, there 
lived in the ancient Aryan dwelling-place, men who strove, as 
men strive to-day, to lift the veil that hangs over life, being, 
and the inner world; and, it may be, raised it as high as any 
of their descendants. Greatest amongst those forgotten 
sages was one whose name has come down through Greek 
channels as Zoroaster, the dimmest and most shadowy of all 
those ruling souls whose influence cannot die, but stretches 
through time to the furthermost generations of kindred 
spirits. For thousands of years his wisdom survived, but 
perished in the ruin of letters and civilization in the fourth 
century, perhaps because in that dark period sympathetic 
thought and communication between the material and unseen 
spheres were stayed; but some few sentences survived in the 
mystic pages of the Platonists, and these oldest of utterances 
—older than Thales or Orpheus, more venerable than the 
Vedas—will reveal to understanding eyes that spiritual illumi­
nation was clear and decided in the primitive Persian days. 
Filtered through many milleniums and languages, their drift 
and teaching, rather than their original garb, remain. None 
can tell how much may have been observed or misunderstood; 
eyes bathed with Spiritualist discernment will probably read 
them best Drawing from these sources, Macrobius says of 
the soul’s origin that “it Is a particle pf ether (the akasa, or 
fifth element, of the Puranas, by which supcrsensual sounds 
and intuitions are conveyed) which gravitating to the earth 
unites with and animates matter or body, and when the body 
dies Its gross elements dissolve ; but this incorruptible parti­
cle returns to the great ocean of ether, if not retained by 
its union with the lunar air. If so retained, it keeps the 
shape of the body, and becomes a phantom or ghost, the 
representation of the deceased. This is what the Greeks

In another place Zoroaster intimates that souls not purified 
pass through many cycles of generation, saying that a 
“girded soul perpetually views and passes through all things 
in a certain space of time, which being performed it is pres­
ently compelled to run back again through all tilings, and 
unfold the same web of generation to the world; for as often 
as the same causes return, the same effects, will, in like 
manner, be returned.”. What is meant by a girded soul, may 
be inferred from another saying, that “the ungirders of the 
soul, which give her breathing, are easy to be loosed,” But 
souls that arc not retained or cumbered, or have accomplished 
“the telestic life” which “through a divine fire remove* all 
stains,” rise swiftly upwards, even above the “starry chime,” 
as it is further said “ascending souls sing a poean,” and that 
in the Intelligible World “the veins of fire extend every way 

I to tlie unfashioned soul,” that is, a soul fresh from earth-life 
i or just released from tlie cycles of generation and dazzled by 
I the first opening of what the oracles mystically call “the 
flower of Fire.” Here it becomes drawn into those 
or principles spoken of in some of the most mystic surviving 
verses, which only in latter days are beginning to reveal their 
meaning.-

Th* Principle*, which have ondcrMood the Intelligible work# of the Father, 
Hr ha* clothed in Bemlble work* and bodieft,
Being the intermediate link* tuadfag to communicate between the Father and 

Matter.
Rendering apparent the image* of unappiren! nature*,
And inscribing the utupparent in the apparent frame of the world.

There was a poet of our own days, of a genius incompara­
ble and companionless, more versed than any of his time in 
the recondite sources of these primeval intuitions, to whom, 
as to Swedenborg, glimpses seem to have<been given of 
that supcrsensual sphere where music and color and perfume 
are one; where hues are audible, and harmonies visible; 
and who in sleep composed verses rare and precious beyond 
all waking inspiration. It seems likely that various Intima­
tions scattered through the Oracles suggested to him, per­
haps under guidance, a vision that hints the secret of what is 
meant by “the Intellectual whirlwinds,” “the principles that 
always remain in eraser, revolution,” “the superlatively 
blessed souls which understand the works of the Father, and 
are ever pouring from heaven to earth,” and who arc declared 
to be “swift to the persevering mortal.” Some such hidden 
allusions may have been in Coleridge’s remembrance and In­
fluenced him when he wrote :— &_
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Of that innumerable company 
Who in the broad circle^ lordier than the rainbow, 
Girdle thia round earth In a diiiy motion, 
With voice too vaat and constant to be heard ;
Fitljeal unheard I (or oh, ye number I cv» 
And rapid traveller*! what car unatunBed, 
What *exue unmaddened, might bear up against 
The rotting of your congregated wings ?

Such, it is hinted, maybe the destination and employment of 
some of the higher circles of those countless nations of the 
dead, sweeping in Infinite legions round their discarded 
dwelling-place, and watching all the changes and trials of the 
mortal life they have left; sometimes, under'what restrictions 
cannot now be known, interfering or influencing, warning or 
encouraging, and there are times when the rushing of their 
wings is more audible, and glimpses are caught of tbe gleam­
ing travelers. From those swift armies came the Shape that 
daunted Brutus and made all the bones of the Temanite to 
shake, and from those radiant circles descended the “voices” 
which the one absolutely pure and sublime recorded medium, 
Joan of Arc, unswervingly declared ever impelled and guided 
her on her marvellous mission to save France, bore her faint 
and wounded through opposing hosts till she could strike the 
wall of Orleans with her sword, and, as by some miraculous 
Influence, cow the garrison into surrender, and sang hymns of 
rejoicing in her ears as she crowned thc dauphin at Rheims. 
To those voices the heroic girl bore the supremest attainable 
testimony when on the myrter-scaffold, with flames rising 
fiercely round, she lifted her head, exclaiming, “The voices I 
they are oi God I” Ten thousand men wept, and a fanatic 
English soldier, who till now had believed her a witch, and 
sworn to throw a faggot on her scaffold, and did so, suddenly 
turned away a penitent for life, saying everywhere that he had 
seen a dove rising upon wings to heaven from the ashes 
where she had stood. Perhaps his eyes were unsealed and 
he saw a reality I

Many of the Zoroastrian Oracles shadow forth the idea of 
spiritual guidance and guardianship, and the distribution of 
intellectual orders over all regions of life and being, by whose 
superintendence the Kosmos is bound together. The terms 
of modern science, such as conservation of force, indestructi­
bility of matter, persistence of type and evolution, indicate 
the methods by which they operate. These are swayed by 
“the mind which conducts thc empyrean world,” and an ora­
cle adds, “Power is with them, but mind is from Him,” i. e., 
“the Eternal Father, the framer of the fiery world, the 
Mind of minds.” This, the one principle of the universe, 
can only be celebrated as "unknown darkness,” three times 
pronounced so 1

These most ancient doctrines of intercommunication, inter­
penetration, and universal adjustment have been set forth 
anew in our times, by the Master to whom every aspect of 
myriad-fold modem culture was familiar, and who could 
marshal and dispose of all sciences, philosophies, mytholo­
gies, arts and literatures, as easily as a gardner sets plants. 
His eyes, touched with “the flower of fire"—

Saw all thitupa with each other blending, 
Each to all M being lending, 
All on each in turn depending; 
Heavenly tnutuiera descending 
And again to heaven op-tending, 
Floating, mingling, interweaving, 
Rising, linking, and receiving 
Each Tram each) while each u giving 
On to each, and each relieving | 
Each tbe golden itreuni—the tiring 
Current!—through the air ii heaving— 
breathing bleaainga, we them bending, 
Sonia from hurtful taint defending, 
Whilst everywhere diffused ia harmony unending!

From the Bouton Poet (Editorial) October i, ,875. 
SPIRITS IN PLASTER.

The scope of so-called spiritual manifestations is evidently
Widening as the skill of the “mediums” or of the spirits 

themselves, whichever it may be, increases by practice; and, 
what is of more general interest, each new development is in 
the direction of some practical and material work. Thus, in 
place of contenting himself with useless rappings and the 
production of dimly oracular messages, one of the recent 
priests of this art has invoked a bind of unseen attendants 
who supply him witli the delicacies of the season for his eat­
ing, and pass around cigars in the dark for the entertainment 
of his visitors. This is an advance upon even the perform­
ance of Daniel D, Home. But in another department of 
material labor a discovery is announced which opens a yet 
more attractive field for speculation. The Spiritual Scientist

of this city, which has a deserved reputation for judicial fair­
ness In its treatment of such phenomena, vouches for the 
authenticity of certain “casts of spirit fingers,” thc moulds 
for which were obtained by thc simple process of placing the 
melted material under a table and catching them as they were 
tossed out ts, varying in size and conformation
from the finger of a baby to that of a giant, are less interest­
ing when considered in the way of “evidence of the presence 
and power of spirit agency” than when regarded as indicating 
still greater possibilities in the development of thc plaster 
art The Spiritual Scientist suggests that there is likely to 
be a fulfillment of the wildest drcams of fancy; but it is 
rather fact itself which would be realized.

For it can certainly be a matter of no greater difficulty to 
obtain casts of spirit-faces than of spirit-hands, and eventu­
ally the production of full-length statues will naturally follow. 
Then will all the ages march past in a procession of heroes 
and statesmen done in plaster from moulds of paraffine, and 
the errors which the art galleries of the world have perpetrated 
for so many years will be corrected in tbe light of portrai t 
casts done from the subjects themselves, if not exactly from 
the life. The case with which an individual could then sur­
round himself with effigies of his ancestors, would perhaps 
be offset by the necessity which the process demands of 
absolute truth in representation, without the kindly flattery of 
the sculptor's art, and doubtless many favorite ideals would 
be overthrown. But how much laborious argument over the 
Chandos and Droeshout portraits, the Stratford bust and thc 
German "death-mask” would be avoided were William 
Shakespeare’s materialized ghost to consent to an authentic 
cast of his features. How eagerly would the patriotic 
spirit of William Tell hasten to disprove modern scepticism, 
which declares him to be a myth, by leaving an impression of 
his bodily face and figure ; and how numerously would our 
deceased American statesmen crowd the moulding-rooms to 
correct the libels on their personal appearance which the 
sculptors of the lobby have set up about the Capitol at Wash­
ington. While art itself might in a measure suffer, there is 
no doubt of the vast practical importance of a method which 
promises to re-produce past generations in individual fac­
simile.

■ nt ■—- H ■ ..................... । in
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LETTER FROM A DISTINGUISHED OCCULTIST 
A VOICE OF WARNING.

7b the Editor of The Spiritual Scientist:
Dear Sir :—The author of the article on “Ancient Works 

on Occult Science,” in a recent number of the Spiritual 
Scientist, makes a bold assertion when he says that he uis 
in possession of the Key to the Hermetic Mystery." If this 
be so, he has the key to unlock the doors of the ancient 
sanctuaries. In other words, he possesses the knowledge 
that will enable him to raise the Veil of Isis, and penetrate 
into the “unknowable,” as Herbert Spencer terms it, and 
grasp the hidden secrets of Nature. But few, very few of 
the ancient sages, were able to accomplish so much. A 
knowledge of the Hermetic secrets will not only enable the 
recipient to make the Universal Medicine and theZo/Zr Phil- 
osophorum, but give him also a knowledge of universal nature- 
General Hitchcock claimed to have found the Key of the 
Hermetic philosophy, and wrote a work entitled, “Remarks 
upon Alchemy and the Alchemists,” in which he attempts to 
explain the great mystery; but every Occultist student knows 
that he was far from the truth. He who knows it wilt not 
reveal it. Therefore, until tbe writer of genius gives it to 
the world as he promises, I will not believe he possesses it. 
The secret is hidden to them who would reveal it; for the 
Divine Mind will not permit his secret laws to be known to 
any until they have so advanced in purity as to be enabled 
to secure them, and when once revealed silence is enjoined 
upon the recipient; and if the injunction should be violated, 
the consequences would be most severe to the faithless one. 
A true initiate never boasts of his knowledge publicly. He is 
a man of silence, for one of the fundamental Jaws of Occult­
ism is SILENCE.

The world at present is as unprepared to receive the 
secrets possessed by thc Magi of the ancients, as it was thous­
ands of years ago; and until it advances to that degree of 
harmony which is essential to the reception of Divine truths, 
so that they will not be abused, those truths, depend upon it, 
will not be revealed.

I cannot imagine a greater misfortune to humanity than to
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give them possession of the Divine Hermetic secrets. A । 
great blessing would, in a short time, be converted into an 
abominable curse, and the spirit of Satan would soon take 
possession of society. Such knowledge cannot and will not 
be made public by the recipient. God would not, in the 
present condition of society, permit it “From one who 
knows.” Lux.

From the Boston Herald.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE COURTS.
'T'he courts have rarely been called upon to decide upon the 
1 merits of what Is known as Spiritualism. The decision 

of the French courts, a few months -since, in the case of thc 
spiritual photographs, is the only one of high standing on 
record. We have now pending in America two cases which 
involve the same subject One is in Detroit, and known as 
the Ward will case. Capt Ward was a capitalist, worth at 
the time of his death, last January, $4,000,000. Purely under 
the “advice of spirits,” he got a divorce from his first wife 
and married his second wife in sixty days after the divorce. 
He made his will also under the same instruction, excluding 
entirely the children of his first wife, who now bring action to 
destroy the will, on the ground of insanity, of which his 
Spiritualism Is cited as one evidence, Some of the most 
noted mediums of the country, Slade and one of the Fox 
girls among them, arc witnesses for the defence. The other 
case is in New York. The widow of James R. Taylor had 
employed Mr. Rufus T. Andrews as her attorney in the well- 
known Taylor will case, and he, at her request, had associated 
with him as counsel, Hon. Roscoe Conkling. Their conduct 
of the case had been successful and satisfactory, and litiga­
tion was nearing an end, when Mrs. Taylor took to consulting 
tlie spirits through Kate Fox, and 1 eceived advice to substi. 
tutc somebody else for Mr. Conkling. This Mr. Andrews 
declined to consent to, as an insult to a lawyer whose advice 
had been eminently successful in its results. The spirits 
thereupon advised that Mr. Andrews also should be discharged. 
This proposition Mr. Andrews fights in the courts, on the 
ground that he has nearly brought the case to a successful 
termination, and that thc spirits ought not to be allowed to 
interfere, especially as the executor (Mrs. Taylor is executrix) 
was of that opinion also. Arguments in the case arc through, 
and the decision reserved. The ruling of tlie court, in both 
cases, is looked forward to with a great deal of interest

THE GENERAL OUTLOOK OF SPIRITUALISM.
BY J, M. PEEBLES.

Asa fact—>t science—a philosophy—it was never better.
Not as an organization—not as one grand army; but as an 

enlightening power, a diffusive leavening principle, is it march­
ing on unto victory. The truth is always safe. The deliber­
ate thinker has no anxiety as to its final triumph. It has an 
absolute existence unharmed by traitors, untouched' by 
impostors, unaffected by the belief or disbelief of men. It 
cannot, as Bryant sings, “be crushed to earth.” Thc faith of 
a few of its votaries may be temporarily shaken; they might 
be beguiled from their steadfastness, or entangled in thc 
meshes of the psychological, peopling this or the other side 
the river of death; but, prodigal-like, they return again to 
their Father’s house. Theological husks do not satisfy. 
Forms are but flitting shadows. Genteel society is too often 
a sham, while the most respectable churches ar^ but ware­
houses for exhibiting the latest fashions. Thc times call for 
men and women all aflame with truth. Speak, then, the 
divinest thought of the souL No matter what the people say, 
Jesus, says the apostle, “made himself of no reputation.” It 
is not reputation, but character, that endureth forever. Spir­
itualists need organization, order, harmony—more charity, 
toleration, devotion—more consecration, enthusiasm, religion / 
Call me enthusiastic, fanatic, dreamer, if you will; still the 
dream, the hope, the knowledge of a present angel ministry, 
I carry in my soul as a seed of heavenly planting. Already 
is it rooting, budding in a million hearts, to ere long blossom 
and bear immortal fruitage. Discipline awaits all Swift 
feet press toward the goal.

"Everywhere I see a cro*%
where’er the K»nt ol God have breath ; 

There is no. gain except km. 
There Is no life except by death."

The future is not only fair and golden, but rainbow-crowned.

Fron the Banner cl Light. •

THE LATE MRS. J. H. CONANT.
MEMORIAL SERVICE IN MUSIC HALL, BOSTON, OCT. 10TH. —\ 

Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten: —
Madam :—Thc undersigned, friends of the late Mrs. J. H. 

Conant, appreciating her faithful services in thc Cause of 
Spiritualism,—so many years a prominent medium of rare 
power, estimable character, and of unquestionable honesty,— 
feel as if something of the character of a Memorial Service 
would be but a fitting tribute to her worth, as well as a gratifi­
cation to us, and to her friends in general, who are the body 
of Spiritualists all over thc world.

Knowing you to be one of our gifted speakers and a sister­
medium, who knew her well, we have thought it would be a 
pleasure to you, as well as to her friends in general, to under 
take such a service, and wc therefore invite you to deliver an 
oration upon her life and work, as you are qualified to give on 
such an occasion.

You will please select such time as will be most agreeable 
tc you, and when informed we will make all the necessary 
arrangements suitable for such a service. Hoping this will 
meet with your approval and acceptance,

We remain, most truly yours, 
(Signed},—Allen Putnam ; J. S. Ladd; John Wetherbee ; 

Phineas E. Gay ; Daniel Farrar; Anson J. Stone; David 
Wilder; L. A. Bigelow; J. F. Alderman; M. V. Lincoln; 
Fred. A. Gould; George W. Smith; R. H. Spalding; George 
A. Bacon.

Boston, Sept. 17th, 1875.
To Messrs. Allen Putnam, Judge Ladd and others:—

Gentlemen:—Your favor of the 17th Inst has been re­
ceived by me with feelings of unmixed gratification and 
interest From the time when our most excellent and 
esteemed co-worker, Mrs. J. H. Conant, closed her mortal 
pilgrimage amongst us, I have kit for myself and all who 
participated in thc new light and life that Spiritualism has 
brought us, a sense of pain and humiliation at our lack of 
opportunity to testify to the whole world how gratefully wc 
remember her invaluable services, how tenderly we appre­
ciated the martyrdoms her mediumistic life had imposed upon 
her, and how strongly our sympathies were moved by the 
obvious fact that in the prime of her early womanhood the 
faithful and self-sacrificing laborer has sunk beneath the cross 
she bore, and all too soon for us and for the world, has left us 
to shoulder the burden too heavy for her to endure longer.

When some years since I had the honor of representing 
Spiritualism in the memorial services held in this city, in 
memory of the venerable John Pierpont, one of the leading 
journals commented somewhat severely on the fact that this 
act of grateful reverence to a “Spiritualistic notable” was 
remarkable for its rarity, on the part of Spiritualism.

I lament to think that such a rebuke was too justly merited, 
by the apathy wc have displayed in rendering public testi­
mony to the worth of many noble workers who have vanished 
from our ranks, leaving mighty footprints in their tracks, but 
too often exacting from us only slight and tardy recognitions 
of their glorious services.

I rejoice to believe that the proposed tribute to one so 
eminently worthy as Mrs. Conant, may afford us the oppor­
tunity of wiping away this reproach, and I am especially grate­
ful for the selection which confers on me the gracious task of 
tendering the ascended spirit of our beloved friend a just and 
well-merited recognition of thc noble and life-long work of 
devotion she has performed amongst us. However incompe­
tent I may deem myself to meet thc requirements of the great 
demand you make upon me, Ijshall not hesitate for one moment 
to do your bidding. I feel as if every true and honest Spirit­
ualist in America must be with us, and If not in person, at 
least in the spirit of love and sympathy, so many grateful 
thousands will join in this memorial service, that my short­
comings will be forgotten in the intention of so honorable an 
occasion.

Holding myself and my services entirely at your disposal, 
gentleman, in the order of the exercises you propose, and 
only suggesting that you should name the time most suitable 
for convening an assemblage worthy the subject of the meet­
ing, I am gentlemen, very faithfully yours,

Emma Hardinge Britten.
206 West 38th Street, New York, Sept 18th, 1875.



52 SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
J4lgT0RIC/L /ND pHILOgOPHIC/L.

THE BOOK OF SPIRITS.
BY ALLAN KARDEC

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH FOR SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST 
BY MRS. EMMA A. WOOD, OF WASHINGTON.

XVI.

Two objections remain to be examined; thc only ones that 
really deserve the name, because they are founded on 

rational theories. Both admit the reality of all the phenomena, 
material and moral, but they exclude the intervention of 
spirits.

According to the first of these theories, all the manifesta­
tions attributed to spirits are nought but magnetic effects, 
mediums are in a state that might be called waking somnam­
bulism, a phenomenon that every one who has studied 
magnetism may have noticed. In this state tlie intellectual 
faculties acquire an abnormal development; the circle of the 
intuitive perceptions extend beyond the limits of our ordinary 
conception. Then the medium draws from himself, by 
reason of his lucidity, all he says and all the ideas he trans­
mits, even on things which arc strange to him in his habitual 
state.

It is not for us to dispute thc power of somnambulism, 
having seen and studied all its phases for more than thirty- 
five years; we, in fact, agree that many spirit manifestations 
may be explained by this means; but a continued' and atten­
tive examination shows a multitude of facts in which the 
intervention of the medium, save as a passive instrument, is 
materially Impossible. To those who partake this opinion we 
will say as to the others: “Look and observe, for assuredly 
you have not seen everything.” We will present to them 
two considerations drawn from their own doctrine. Whence 
comes the spirit theory ? Is it a system imagined by a few 
men to explain the facts ? Not at all. Who then has revealed 
it ? Precisely these same mediums whose lucidity you extol. 
If, then, this lucidity is such as you suppose it to be, why 
should they attribute to spirits what they have drawn from 
themselves ? How give such precise, logical, sublime teach­
ings on the nature of these extra human intelligences ? One 
of two things, either they are lucid or they arc not; if they 
are and confidence may be had in their veracity, we cannot, 
without contradiction, admit that they arc not in the truth. In 
the second place, if all tlie phenomena have their source in 
the medium, they would be identical with the same individual 
and we should not see the same person hold contradictory 
language nor express by turns the most contrary things. This 
defect of unity in the manifestations obtained by thc medium 
proves the diversity of the sources; if then they cannot all be 
found in the medium, wc must certainly seek them outside 
of him. -

According to another opinion, the medium is also the 
source of the manifestations, but instead of drawing them 
from within himself, as the partisans of thc somnambulic 
theory suppose, he draws them from his surroundings. Thus 
thc medium would be a kind of mirror reflecting all the ideas, 
all the thoughts, and all the knowledges of thc persons who 
are around him; he would say nothing that was not known to 
some of them. We cannot deny, and this even is one princi­
ple of thc doctrine, thc influence exerted by the assistants 
on the nature of the manifestations; but this influence is 
quite different from what is supposed to exist, and from this 
to the medium being the echo of their thoughts, is a long 
step, for thousands of facts conclusively establish the contrary. 
This is then a serious error, proving once again thc danger of 
premature conclusions. These persons not being able to 
deny the existence of a phenomenon which ordinary science 
cannot explain, and not wishing to admit the presence of 
spirits, explain it after their own fashion. Their theory 
would be specious if it could include all the facta; but it is 
not so. When they are shown,' even with evidence, that 
certain communications of the medium are completely 
foreign to the thoughts, to the knowledge, to the opinions 
even of all the assistants, that these communications are often 
spontaneous and contradict all previous Ideas, they are not 
Stopped by so small a thing. Radiation they say extends far 
beyond the immediate circle that surrounds us; the medium

is the reflexion of all humanity in such a way that if the 
medium docs not draw his inspiration at his side, he goes to 
seek it outside, in thc city, in the country, in thc whole world, 
and even in thc other spheres.

I do not think there will be found in this theory an expla­
nation more simple than that of spiritism, for it supposes a 
cause equally marvellous. The idea of beings peopleing 
space, and who, being in permanent contact with us, commu­
nicate to us their thoughts, has in it nothing more contrary to 
reason than'the supposition of this universal radiation coming 
from every point in the universe to concentrate in the brain 
of one individual.

Still again, and this is a capital point on which we cannot 
too strongly insist, the somnambulic theory and what may be 
called thc reflective, have been imagined by a few men ; these 
are individual opinions created to explain a fact, while the 
doctrine of spirits is not a human conception; it was dictated 
by the intelligences themselves, when no one thought of it;' - 
now we ask where did the mediums go to find a doctrine that 
did not exist in thc thought of any one in the world ? Wc 
ask besides by what strange coincidence thousands of medi­
ums in every part of the globe, who never have seen each 
other, should agree in saying thc same thing. If the first 

| medium who appeared in France felt the influence of opinions 
already accredited in America, by what caprice did he go 2000 
leagues beyond sea to draw his ideas among a people foreign 
in language and manners, instead of sending them from those 
around him ?

But there is another circumstance of which they have not 
dreamed. Tlie first manifestations in France, as in America, 
were not by writing, nor by speech, but i>y rappings agreeing 
with the letters of the alphabet, and forming words and 
phrases. By this means the intelligences revealed declared 
themselves to be spirits. If then the intervention of the 
thought of the medium might be supposed in verbal or writ­
ten communications it could not be the same for rappings 
whose signification could not be known in advance.

We might cite a number of facts which prove an evident 
individuality and an absolute independence of our will in the 
intelligence manifested. We recommend then to dissenters 
a more attentive observation, and if they will study withou 
prejudice and not come to a conclusion before they have seen 
all, they will recognize the powerlessness of their theory to 
account for the whole. We will limit ourselves to the follow 
ing questions : Why does the intelligence, whatever it may be, 
that manifests itself, refuse to answer questions on subjects 
perfectly well-known, as for instance, the name or age of the 
interrogator, or what he has in his band, what he did yester­
day, his plans for the morrow, &c. If thc medium is the 
mirror of thc thoughts of the assistants nothing would be 
easier than to answer.

Our adversaries retort by asking why spirits who ought to 
know everything cannot tell the most simple things according 
to the axiom : He who can do t/ie most can ob thc least ; 
whence they conclude that these are not spirits. If an 
ignorant person or a mischievous joker should come before 
a reverend assembly, asking, for instance, why it was daylight 
at high noon, do you think they would take the trouble to 
answer seriously, and would it be logical to conclude from 
their silence or from the jests with which they might gratify 
thc"questioner that its members are but asses? Now, it is 
precisely because spirits are superior that they do not answer 
idle, ridiculous questions and do not desire to be placed at 
the bar; for this reason they are cither silent or tell us to 
attend to more serious things.

Finally, we would add, why spirits come and go al a given 
moment, and why, when this moment is passed, neither 
prayers nor supplications will recall them ? If thc medium 
acts only by the mental impulsion of the assistants, it is 
evident that, in such case, the concurrence of the united wills 
should simulate his clairvoyance. Thus If he yields not to 
the desire of the assembly and his own will it is because he 
obeys an influence foreign to himself and to those who sur­
round him, and that this influence proves by that its independ­
ence and its individuality.

XVII.
Skepticism as to the spirit doctrine, when it is not the 

result of an interested, systematic opposition, has nearly
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always its source in an incomplete knowledge of the facts, I 
which does not in the least prevent some people from judging I 
the question as if they knew it perfectly. One may have 
much wit, much instruction even, and lack judgment; now 
the first indication of a defect in judgment is to consider 
one’s self Infallible. Many persons also see in the spirit 
manifestations only an object of curiosity; we hope that, by 
the perusal of this book, they will find in these strange phe­
nomena something beyond a simple pastime.

Spirit science comprises two parts : one experimental on 
the manifestations in general, the other philosophic or intel­
ligent manifestations. He who has observed only the first is 
in the position of him who would understand physics merely 
by some recreative experiments, without having penetrated 
the depths of the science. The true spirit doctrine is in the 
instruction given by spirits and the knowledges which that 
teaching brings are too grave to allow of their being acquired 
otherwise than by a serious and continued study, in silence 
and concentration of thought, for in this condition alone can 
be observed an infinite number of facts and shades which 
escape the superficial observer and enable one to form an 
opinion. Should this book have no other result than to show 
the serious side of the question and to induce study in that 
sense, It would accomplish much, and we should rejoice to 
have been chosen to accomplish a work for which we do not 
pretend to take personal credit; for the principles it sets 
forth are not of our creation; the credit must be entirely 
given to the spirits who dictated it. We hope it will also 
have another result, to guide men desirous of being en­
lightened, showing them, in these studies, a grand and 
sublime end: that of individual and social progress, and to 
indicate to them the road to follow to attain it.

Let us close with a last consideration. Astronomers, in 
sounding space, have found in the distribution of the celestial 
bodies, gaps unjustified and in disagreement with the laws of 
the whole; they have suspected that these gaps must be 
filled by globes that had escaped their search; again, they 
have observed certain effects whose cause was unknown to 
them, and they have said to themselves : There ought to be 
a world, for this gap cannot exist, and these effects must have 
a cause. Judging then of the cause by the effect, they have 
been able to calculate the elements, and later the facts have 
come to justify their foresight Let us apply this reasoning 
to another order of ideas. If we observe the series of beings 
we find that they form a chain without break from brute mat­
ter up to man, the most intelligent But between man and 
God who is the alpha and omega of all things, what an 
immense gap 1 Is it rational to think that at man tlie links 
of this chain are broken, that he, without transition, passes 
the distance that separates him from infinity ? Reason tells 
us that between man and God there must be other steps, as it 
said to the astronomers, that between the known worlds 
there must be unknown worlds. Where is tlie philosophy 
that has filled this gap ? Spiritism shows it to us filled with 
beings of every rank of the invisible world, and these beings 
are no other than the spirits of men in the different degrees 
that lead to perfection ; then all is bound together, everything 
Is linked in a chain from the alpha to the omega. You who 
deny the existence of spirits, fill the void they occupy ! and 
you who laugh at it, dare also to laugh at the works of God 
and his almighty power!

SHOOTING AT A SPIRIT.

The accounts of the seance at St Louis, and tlie firing of 
the rifle shot at the spirit face in the cabinet, has been 

printed in many English newspapers. The editor of the 
London Spiritualist passes the following opinions :—

The foregoing circumstances lead to the consideration of 
what is actually known about materializations by spirits. One 
kind of materialization has been thoroughly examined and 
tested in this country for many years, and is intimately con­
nected with those dark circle manifestations at which voices 
arc heard, and musical instruments fly about tlie room. In 
every case in which the chief voice spirit of a medium has 
afterwards made himself or herself visible, in consequence of 
the sensitive afterwards sitting for materialization manifesta­
tions, the said spirit has always been to a large extent— 
intermixed sometimes with marked differences—the double 
in appearance of the medium; in some cases it has been

definitely proved that there has been an actual materialization, 
and that while the medium was sleeping in one place, a living, 
breathing form, resembling the medium, robed ip white, yet 
claiming to be a spirit, has appeared in another place; it is 
equally certain that on some occasions the spirits at the root 
of the whole matter have freed their mediums from bonds and 
sent them out of the cabinet as materialized spirits. Mrs. 
Compton’s spirits in America have done good work by letting 
this latter phase be carefully examined ; for tic and seal her 
how the observers would, the spirits freed her and sent her 
out in white robes, allowing the spectators to examine tlie 
empty cabinet; yet after the seance was over the spirits put 
the medium back in her former place with the knots and seals 
intact-

There is another kind of manifestation at materialization 
seances of which scarcely anything has as yet been published, 
but which has been studied to some extent in private through 
several different mediums, by sitting for what are called 
“recognizable faces.” Heads then appear at the aperture of 
cabincis, sometimes without life in them, and strongly resem­
bling masks, although there has not been imposture on the 
part of the medium. It may be that spirits make these 
objects in the attempt to produce fat similes of the features 
of departed persons, or it may be that they are veritable 
masks which they bring in and carry away in the same man­
ner that they bring in and take away white drapery, fruit, 
flowers, and other things at seances. Mask-like as these 
faces look, I have seen one change considerable In the course 
of a quarter of an hour. In one case one of these faces went 
away and came back again with projecting teeth, which it had 
not before. It went away and came back again with its 
tongue hanging out Whether the face would have further devel­
oped, and at last have become living in appearance, had the 
sitting continued, I do not know. Dr. Slade gets faces of 
this kind in America, and daily newspaper have commented 
upon them as “Slade’s masks,” yet they have appeared under 
excellent test conditions.* In some cases he has suspended 
a cloth a y ard square from a string stretched across the room, 
so that the cloth hung at the distance of about a yard from 
the wall. Then he and the spectators took their places in 
front of the cloth. After waiting a little time, the cloth 
whisked up into the air, to show that at that moment there 
was nothing behind it but the bare wall. After falling back 
into its place, mask-like faces, such as I have already de­
scribed, have appeared at the aperture. If anybody seized 
them and they proved to be masks the evidence would have 
been complete that tricky and deceiving spirits brought them 
there ; but if the same person obtained them under less satis 
factory tests conditions, the medium would be condemned as 
an imposter who brought them there himself. Circumstances 
like these show how very seriously the question of deceiving 
spirits is interwoven with that of the integrity of mediums.

There is another class of manifestations in which the 
veritable living spirits of the departed have appeared to 
favored individuals beyond all doubt, the best authenticated 
case of the kind being perhaps that in which the departed 
wife of the late Mr. Livermore, the New York banker, 
appeared over and over again to him in a good light, and 
wrote letters to him in her own handwriting. Mr. Livermore 
afterwards lithographed specimens of the handwriting of the 
spirit, also specimens of his wife's handwriting executed 
before she left this world, and there was no difference what­
ever between the two. I have never recognized a spirit 
face.

On reading the account of the shooting at a spirit already 
quoted, 1 at once came to tlie conclusion that in all probability 
not one of Slade's masks but one of Clark's masks was 
brought in by the spirits, fired at by Mr. Cunningham, and 
taken away again by abnormal agency, so that nothing was 
afterwards found in the cabinet This idea was confirmed by 
the sentence in which the spirit was thus described,—“There 
was not the slightest movement of a muscle or an eyelid that 
could be distinguished."

The questions at issue in this matter are serious enough, 
because the narrative, in the form in which it has been so 
widely published, almost challenges disbelievers to shoot at 
materialized spirits, and If they do this at sucli seances as 
Mrs. Compton's, a medium will be killed. It is serious also 
if it proves that tricky spirits can show masks at seances 
without the knowledge of the medium, for if this took place 
when the medium had not been bound and searched so 
thoroughly as in the present Instance, he would innocently be 
condemned as an imposter.

• DX Siad® ha* quit, tuccvtul in obtainio# tdM. that bava Imm rwa#- 
nired • we have contidevalile tecllmony to this effect—{Ed ScxxMTxrrJ
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SPIRITUAL AND OTHER MEDIUMSHIP.
Mediumship has not received the study it merits, and 

certainly is not sufficiently understood at the present 
time, to warrant a dogmatic opinion upon any ot its 
phases. Nevertheless, there are those who presume to 
consider themselves as authority, and to pronounce upon 
the most difficult problems with the most profound assur­
ance. Nor are they always particular to reason upon the 
consistency, each with the other, of the propositions they 
would have us accept Some are tenable and seem to 
be founded in truth, so far as general observation can 
determine; but others are damaging to the whole spirit­
ual philosophy, and will find favor only with those who 
desire to palliate their vices or crimes.

Under this latter category we place the oft-repeated 
declaration that the fitness of the medium for spirit-con­
trol, is unaffected by his or her moral status; or, as 
stated more fully by the Banner of Light, in its leading 
editorial, last week, October 2,

“The revealment of Imposture on the part of any medium 
is not in reality a blow at but /ar the Cause; while the much- 
repeated cant concerning the social delinquencies or moral 
idiosyncrasies of thc sensitives who have been chosen by 
the Invisible Power now acting among men to be its agents 
to the world, fails of its office Tn the last analysis, since there 
is no firmer established fact in existence to thc mind of 
the student of the Spiritual Philosophy and Phenomena, than 
that the social or moral status of thc instrument or medium, 
has nothing to do with the fitness of thc same for spirit-con­
trol, the conditions sought for being rather magnetic adapta­
tion than Social surroundings, intellectual endowments, or 
spiritual saintship.”

We are well aware that it is difficult to prove the nega­
tive of this proposition by experiment, but the question 
is open to argument and the affirmative cannot be a firm 
“established fact” in the mind of even a casual “student 
of spiritual philosophy.” The medium may, at all times, 

, be an “instrument” for unseen influences to play upon, 
but we believe tliat the instrument falls below “concert 
pitch” very easily and cannot be kept tn tune for angelic 
music, if the desires are sensual and earthy. In other 
words the mediumistic powers may remain, but the medi­
um is “magnetically adapted” for a peculiar class of 
intelligences only. The social surroundings of the medi­
um,—who is sensitive, not only to the influence of spirits 
out of the body, but also to those in the body—will there­
fore decide, to a great extent, whether a sensitive shall 
be a spiritual medium or simply the unconscious tool of 
sensual, decei’ful and gross influences that have not out 
grown the earth condition; while “intellectual develop­
ments” will often determine the social status and habits 
of the “sensitive.” The higher and purer the aspira­
tions, the more spiritual will be the influences that are

attracted, and the greater probability that the communi­
cations will be alike truthful and of some value as spirit- 
teachings.

To a certain extent we are all mediums chosen by the 
Invisible Power; each and every one is capable of im­
proving his or her spiritual condition while on earth; 
one in every seven, it is calculated, can be developed as 
a medium, in the general acceptation of the term, for 
some phase of manifestation. But to teach that our 
"social delinquencies or moral idiosyncrasies” have noth­
ing to do with our spiritual condition, or with our “fitness” 
to reflect the fruit of THE SPIRIT,—which is love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek­
ness, temperance, against which there is no law”—is to 
make manifest the works of the flesh, which are these, 
“adultery, fornication, unclean ness, lasciviousness, idola­
try, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, hereses, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revel- 
ings and such like.”

How can we expect a better condition of affairs among 
Spiritualists and spiritual societies if such doctrines as 
we have above quoted, are constantly taught, and the 
teacher supported by at least one-half of thc so-called 
Spiritualists of the United States?

There are a class of people who have become satisfied 
of the continued existence of some individuality, and 
therefore they argue that their future existence is an 
assured fact, whatever may be their conduct in the earth­
life. They give reign to their ideas of “freedom,” and 
accept as spiritual whatever is in harmony with their 
prejudices, and believe in those persons who will sustain 
them in their practices; but should some spirit-friend 
have tlie temerity to preach Spiritualism to these people, 
or should the spirit venture to advice them to do indi­
vidually one spiritual act as a foundation for a future 
life, the identity of that spirit, and the honesty of the 
medium through whom the communication came, would 
be most surely doubted, and the teachings would be 
denounced as “conservatism." Spiritualists of this pat­
tern will believe tliat “the much-repeated cant concern­
ing the social delinquencies or moral idiosyncrasies," of 
mediums “fails in its office in the last analysis.”

We have by no means reviewed all the arguments in 
favor of our position, but have endeavored to enter a 
protest, for Spiritualists, against any such principle "as 
above quoted, being incorporated with the Spiritual 
Philosophy. The works of the flesh have been winked 
at and encouraged long enough ; let us now sound the 
trumpet of reform, teach Spiritualism, and as Spiritual­
ists set an example by living spiritual lives—avoiding 
“social delinquencies and moral idiosyncrasies.”

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
We sent out a few weeks since a number of bills, 

aggregating a large sum of money, and many have not 
been returned. We hope subscribers will give this mat­
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has had a business call to Washington, D. C., and will 
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The price of the Spiritual Scientist from date, is SIX 
CENTS.



, SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 55
COL OLCOTT ANSWERS THE BANNER.

A REPLY THE REVERSE OF EQUIVOCAL

New York, Sept. 27. 1875.
To the* Editor of The Spiritual Scientist;

Sir :—The Bannerol Light Editor, puts in his issue of last 
week, certain direct questions to me, in a weak and untruth­
ful article, entitled, “The New Departure," which he wants 
answered in “plain speech." On Sunday evening, 26th inst., 
I lectured before the Spiritualists of this city, and as my 
Boston editorial inquisitor seemed so very anxious for knowl­
edge, and as some of his representatives were in my audience, 
I concluded not to keep him waiting over Sunday, and 
answered thc questions in presence of a hall full of people.

His first query is this: “Have you (I) had direct conversa­
tion with any persons, visible and tangible to your senses, 
who, not being mediums, could by mere forms and words, 
communicable to others and available by them, produce all 
the most startling phenomena of Modern Spiritualism ?

Answer.'—I have met four such persons, have seen two of 
them display their powers, and am to see a third do likewise 
as soon as my engagements give me a leisure evening.

His second question is this : “Have you known materialized 
forms of spirits to be made to appear simply by the use of 
Cabalistic words or forms of invocation, lit thc absence of 
mediums ?”

Answer:—1 have seen spirit-hands, faces and heads; a 
full form t butterflies, a canary bird, and a large fly (in mid­
winter), evoked under such circumstances. I have seen 
atmospheric phenomena produced, of a most incredible 
description. I have had a gold ring caused to leap out of a 
moss-rose, held in my own hand, in full light I have known 
of a sentence being instantly engraved in thc inside of a gold 
ring, while held in the closed hand of a certain editor. I 
have had letters to myself, in answer to letters written by me, 
made to come into the closed envelopes, laid upon thc mantle- 
piece of the room whirc I was sitting, and never out of my 
sight nor touched by any one in the room; these answers 
being upon separate sheets of paper, and of a different kind 
from those upon which I had written. I have had writings 
instantly appear and disappear from paper, note-books and 
other books, when I was either holding thc same or had them 
in view; and in broad daylight

I have had all these, and more, which I shall not recite, for 
I have already spent too much time in answering an editor 
who is such an ignoramus as to say that there is no proof that 
there ever was or will be a Science of Magic. I have 
neither the time nor disposition to save editors of Spiritual­
ist journals the trouble of learning the rudiments of their 
profession. It is a sufficient commentary upon thc gross 
ignorance which prevails among American Spiritualists about 
the, origin and nature of the phenomena which they have 
been watching for twenty-seven years, that their self-styled 
leading organ should be guilty of making such statements 
and propounding such silly questions as are to be found in 
this article on “The New Departure.” I remain, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
Henry S. Olcott.

THE “NONCOMFORMIST” ON SPIRITUALISM.

The Noncomformist publishes a long and fair article about 
Spiritualism and its phenomena, giving long extracts from 

the books of Messrs. Wallace and Crookes. The writer 
remarks:—

It is just because the general attitude of the scientific mind 
towards Spiritualism has been that of a clown, rather than 
that of a philosopher, that we know so little of the meaning 
of these mysterious and capricious phenomena Nay more, 
those few brave men who, combining an unsullied reputation 
with the resources of scientific knowledge and the vigilance 
of trained observers, have ventured to grapple with Spiritual­
ism In the true spirit of the scientific explorer, unbiassed by 
the prejudices of theory and unhindered by the contumely of 
the vulgar—these men have had their patient, unpaid toil 
requited them by the ridicule of the public press, and by the 
contempt of their fellow-laborers lit the field of nature.

The following is the conclusion of the article:—
Imperfectly, but honestly, we have now placed spine of the 

phenomena of Spiritualism before our readers. The subject 
■demands fuller and abler treatment than we have given it, bet

already we must apologize for having transgressed the proper 
limits of a newspaper article. Summing up the evidence, we 
find that Spiritualism undoubtedly presents new and wonderful 
facts, which must sooner or later compel thc attention of 
thoughtful men. Viewed in thc“dry and pure light of science" 
wc sec in these strange phenomena tlie counterpart of thc 
mystery of our conscious life. For metaphysicians and 
physiologists alike admit that there is that within us which 
baffles inquiry, and will ever baffle it. Tlie realm of conscious­
ness is the region of the unknowable; and this region consti­
tutes a real existence distinct from our material body. Mr. 
Herbert Spencer, for example remarks,—“Thc thoughts and 
feelings which constitute a consciousness form an existence 
that has no place among the existences with which thc 
rest of the sciences deal." Inasmuch, then, as we know of 
matter plus a closely associated consciousness, and of matter 
minus this consciousness, is it altogether unreasonable to 
suppose that the phenomena of Spiritualism may present thc 
other antithesis—of consciousness minus closely associated 
matter ? 11 is true wc cannot comprehend this, but we 
cannot comprehend thc existing nexus between our con­
sciousness and thc world outside ourselves. An eminent 
authority, the late Dr. Mayo, professor of physiology and 
anatomy in King’s College and in thc Royal College of 
Surgeons, has remarked, “It is conceivable, on the assumption 
of mind being a separate principle from matter, that the

J human soul may be capable ol retaining its union with thc body 
in a new, unusual, and abnormal relation." If on the other 
hand, Spiritualism be only a phase of ordinary mental action, 
“my marvel is,” as Judge Edmonds remarks, “that men of 
science, instead of acting as they do like scared children, do 
not look into tlie matter like men of sense, and find out what 
it is that thus strangely affects all classes.” The apathy of 
scientific men towards these phenomena may partly arise from 
thc fact that Spiritualism presents a region of such disorderly 
mystery that every attempt to find a clue seems hopeless, for 
thc phenomena cannot at pleasure be submitted to cross- 
examination. We venture to think natnral science will never 
probe thc mystery’ with the aid of its present resources. 
Speaking tor ourselves, wc are grateful for tlie objective 
proof Spiritualism offers of facts ol transcendent importance ; 
for, upon any hypothesis, the facts if admitted—and every 
patient inquirer has more or less admitted them—must 
inevitably destroy the hard-and-fast lines of materialism, 
stirring the potent conviction that “there is a spiritual 
body/

A WELCOME HOME TO DR. CHAS. MAIN.
Dr. Chas. Main, who has been absent for tbe past four 

months on a European trip, having returned to the city, a 
“welcome home” was arranged by a few friends, promi­
nent among whom, were Messrs. J. B. Hatch and Dr. Samuel 
Grover. It was thought advisable to make a surprise call, 
and consequently, the large number who availed themselves 
of tills opportunity to pay their respects to him, met at the 
residence of Dr. Grover, near that of Dr. Main, on Dover 
Street. At eight o’clock they filed out and were soon in 
possession, not only of Dr. Main’s house, but of Dr. Main 
himself, who was completely surprised at the ovation. 
After all present had individually greeted him, Mr. Hatch 
called thc assembly to order and offered a few words of ex­
planation, informing Dr. Main that hh many friends had con­
sidered that he merited a public welcome and they were there 
to give it Knowing him as they did, they were not surprised 
at the great success which had attended him at every step of 
his journey, and although they were glad to hear of the praise 
bestowed, still they were not sorry that they had him again 
with them. Addresses were also made by Dr. Samuel Grover, 
Dr. Currier, Mrs. Hattie Wilson, George Bacon and others, 
and many interesting features were introduced by the children 
of the Lyceum. Their song of welcome, presentation of 
autumn flowers, &c, was particularly appropriate.

That our readers may have an opportunity of knowing how 
Dr. Main has prospered in his absence, we append the follow­
ing from the London Medium and Daybreak.:—

From the moment of his arrival in London on Friday last, 
Dr. Main has been devoting his time and energies to the 
various departments of spiritual work A prince of healers, 
he has drawn around him numbers of sufferers, who, In many 
cases rejected by medical art, come to him as a forlorn hope. 
Our pages could be filled with the records and evidences of 
his most remarkable gifts, the like of which, we believe, are 
unknown in the British Islands. They are no ordinary gifts. 
His plan of operation is unique. His marvelous power 
descends from, and is interwoven with, his lofty, spiritual 
nature. His whole existence is a meeting-point of the 
heavenly and the earthly, and his work is never done till 
divine principles arc recognized in the life. Every gift of the 
spirit-world seems to have been imparted to him, and these 
he exercises for the uplifting of man. A healer of thc body 
he Is supremely a healer of the souL
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JESUITISM AND ITS PROBABLE BEARING ON 

SPIRITUALISM.

The Buguet affair is the subject of an article by William 
Howitt, in the London Spiritual Magazine, and after 

showing the action of the Jesuits in thc matter he refers to 
Catholicism, saying:—

To what base subterfuges Popery has now fallen under the 
rule of Jesuitism, to what a condition of degradation it has 
sunk, has just been made awfully manifest in the debate in 
the Italian Chamber of Deputies on the Exceptional Measure 
for Public Security, directed chiefly against Sicily. All the 
world knows the frightful condition of that island from the 
prevalence of brigandage, but it was not prepared for thc 
astounding revelations made in the debate just mentioned in 
the Chamber of Deputies. Such an exposure of the horrors 
of brigandage, theft, murders of all kinds and degrees, which 
defied all the energies of the Government to subdue, and which 
now came ouit as perpetrated by or in direct connection with 
the executive and the magistracy. The mysteries of the Mafia 
were thrown open to the glare of full daylight, and prefects, syn­
dics, officers, civil and military, magistrates of every grade from 
the highest to the lowest, policemen, rural guards, troopers, 
and gendarmes, all were found knit up in a league with the 
thie ves and brigands, and living on the common produce of 
every crime and violence. The world had wondered at the 
long impunity of the most notorious and openly walking 
brigand chiefs; at the neglect to seize them; at their escape 
or acquittal when taken : but now the wonder was at an end, 
and a greater wonder fook its place—that of a whole country 
preyed upon by its own officers of public security—a whole 
epuntry where the public officials practiced not simply embez­
zlement, but were in partnership with the brigands and 
thieves, and obtaining a common revenue from their outrages. 
No such revelation of public iniquity, of executive profligacy 
and official robbery, was ever made in history, as was opened 
up by thc speeches of the Sicilian Deputies Tiani, Cesaro, 
and others.

Signore Tiani, late Procurator General of the King in 
Sicily, electrified the house by a series of details all based on 
official documents which he produced and from which he 
quoted. He declared that “the judges in Sicily were become 
criminals and the criminals judges.” The more apparent 
means of protection to the subject were increased the more 
was the increase of crime. A body of rural guards was 
established, and the rural districts became at once one genera 
scene of plunder and violence. Cesare stated that not daring 
to go to his estates in the country without a guard, he 
demanded one of thc Syndic of Palermo, where he was lying, 
and he saw these very men on the way meet and embrace 
armed brigands. This expose was the tearing open of a 
Pandemonium: Sicily was literally a hell. We ourselves 
know Sicilian proprietors who for years have not dared to 
go near their estates, bemuse they refuse to pay black mail 
to the brigands.

It should never be forgotten that, though the unity of Italy 
is politically accomplished, yet it has the grand misfortune of 
having seated In the very heart of its capital, the old and 
most deadly of thc enemies of Italian unity and of general 
progress. The politically dethroned, but still spiritually 
reigning monarch of all national divisions and embarrass­
ments, sits aloft, surrounded by his army of Jesuits and other 
blacks, with their black battalions distributed over every 
surrounding country, watching and looking for the overthrow 
not only of the new unity, but of all freedom everywhere; 
and their legions of spies ever on the hover in thc vicinage 
of all Courts, ever going to and fro, bearing tidings of all 
movements and discussions in the most secret council cham­
bers of kings. There sits aloft this triple-crowned King of 
Anarchy and Spiritual Slavery, openly avowing his irreconcil­
able hostility to the new unity, and the overthrow of Victor 
EmanueL It should never be forgotten tbit Victor Emanuel 
himself, physically brave, is spiritually timid;—that he was 
educated by Jesuits in the court ofJ his father in a state in 
.which the Roman hierarchy held more preponderating sway 
and more wealthy establishments than in any other part of 
Italy except Rome itself. Whilst, therefore, Victor Emanuel 
yeanu internally and persistently for reconciliation with the 
papal power, behold his very ministers at the present moment

consisting, in a great measure, of old ministers of Pius IX f 
Behold the Prime Minister Minghetti, former Prime Minister 
of Pius! The reconciliation of Victor Emanuel and the 
Pope would be the deathblow of liberty in Italy. And yet 
every day there arc people who see with strange unconcern 
these reactionary ex-papal ministers of the King of Italy 
making the most deadly inroads on the great statutes of 
Charles Albert of 1848. Nothing could more happily encour­
age the efforts of thc liberal portion of the Italian Parliament 
and people than the sound and candid comments of thc 
English press on the ominous policy of the present Italian 
administration; a policy which, if continued, must bring 
grievous disasters on Italy, and which must be felt through 
every vein of European society in the augmented influence 
and audacity of the black tribes of the Roman superstition.

But my most immediate object in reference to these 
startling revelations of the Sicilian deputies, men who hold or 
have held high offices in the executive or magistracy in Sicily, 
is to show its probable bearing on Spiritualism. Signor 
Tiani, in his speech in the Italian Chamber, directly traced 
this universal corruption of thc Sicilian officials to the Pope. 
It is well known that for ages the Catholic Church has had a 
fixed price for every possible crime. The tariff of crimes 
and their monied extinctions was originally framed by the 
Popes, and has Men gradually modified and perfected by 
their successors. Thc price of absolution from these crimes 
is levied by the confessor; and this papal list is the vade­
mecum and handbook of the confessors, who cannot correctly 
tax the sins confessed to them without it.

As early as thc seventh century, Theodorus, Bishop of 
Canterbury, wrote a work in which was given a catalogue of 
different sins, and their respective pecuniary penalties. The 
title of this index of sins is Teodori Cilicis Penitentiale. An 

^improvement) on this work is the so-called Specchio della 
Confessione, the production of Reginus, Abbot of the Monas­
tery of the Benedictines of Prum. More lately, under John 
XXII., appeared the Taxa Camara seu Cancellaria S. Dom­
ini Nostri Leonis X. The last improvement of the register 
of taxes on sins bears the date of 1744, under Benedict 
XIV.

Thus there has been from the seventh century—above 
1,000 years—a formal register of taxes on sins, and naturally 
the Popes have not neglected to enlarge and - perfect this 
register from time to time, so that it has become a prolific 
source of revenue to the Church. The prices of absolution 
for all sins are carefully and rigidly fixed; but it is enough to 
say here that according to Leo X.’s edition you could kill 
your father or mother for twenty gold florins, but you could 
not perpetrate polygamy or adultery for less than twenty-four I 
Qn what principle of moral theology thc Popes determined 
such curious anomalies one is at a loss to conceive; but I 
have not here space for more of these graduated prices of 
crimes, but they are in many cases as eccentric vs those just 
quoted. “Let any one imagine,” says Desanctes, himself a 
Catholic priest, confessor, and inquisitor for seventeen years, 
in his Roma Papale, “what general corruption of principle, 
what assassinations, adulteries, forgeries, thelts, resulted 
from this doctrine, by which for a couple of florins, in our 
time, such sins could be compounded for, and thus all morals, 
all rectitude, became totally ruined.”

Well, in his speech in tlie Italian Chamber, Signor Tiani 
declared that he had seen a bull of the present Pope called 
La Balla di Compositone, or Bull of Compounding, Issued in 
1866. This bull, he said, was a resume of the taxes and rules 
of the aforesaid papal register of taxes on sins, but that It 
went far beyond it, and beyond all the atrocious rules of his 
predecessors by entering into a direct compact with all 
thieves, murderers, brigands, cheaters at] play and other 
criminals; with women not openly of lewd character, but who 
received money for infamous purposes, with Government or 
other officials who defrauded their employers, &c., by which 
on paying 30 per cent, of their vilely gotten gains, the parties 
could retain 70 per cent of them, and into the bargain 
receive full absolution—full and absolute purification of their 
characters and consciences ! Such a revelation of unheard 
of iniquity in the very chair of the Popedom, such a compact 
with all the agents of wickedness by soi-disant the Vicar of 
Christ, and representant of God upon earth, could never have
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been believed; but there was the bull, an undoubtedly | 
authenticated document bearing the Pope’s arms and seal. 
Having seen this, Signor Tiani saw himself at once at the 
source of all the crime and criminal complicity in Sicily, 
which involved in one full category, brigands, thieves, sharp­
ers, prostitutes, betrayers of official trust, and perpetrators of 
every crime both official and unofficial. He had detected 
the source and sink of thc whole corruption of the island.

On the publication of this speech, the organs of tlie Vatican 
and of Jesuitism, the Osservatore Romano, and the Voce 
della Verita, edited by Cardinals and Monsignori, instantly 
and pointblank, denied the existence of such a bull. It is । 
part of the system of Jesuit Popcry to deny unblushingly 
and hardily' every fact, however well authenticated, or notori­
ous, which in its discovery could damage thc Church. Wc 
had plenty of such instances in thc late Gladstone controversy- 
on the Roman Catholic disputants; but tire Gazette d’Italia, 
one of the leading Government organs in Italy, has published 
the bull with the necessary proofs of its authenticity. To 
this there has been no reply. Certainly among all the infa­
mous acts of the Roman hierarchy through long ages, this is 
one of the infamous. Thc fu'l copy of this bull now lies 
before me, and the articles I, 7, 8, it, 16, and 17 bear out 
every assertion made by Deputy Tiani in the Italian Cham­
ber.

In the present utterly demoralized condition of the Ro­
man Curia, and the triumphant rule of the black bands of 
Ignatius Loyola throughout the Roman Catholic Church, 
Spiritualism cannot expect to escape the attacks of this 
iniquitous body, the great power of evil in the earth, the 
army of Satan doing daring battle against all that is holy, free 
or enlightened. Let us be assured that Spiritualism, which 
holds the present living evidences of the divine facts of 

immortality and Christianity, will be one of thc most marked 
objects of the attacks of thc rampant army of the hills. Let 
us be assured that no pains, no stratagems, no lies will be left 
unused to destroy its credit and therethrough its life. Let us 
be prepared for unlimited bribery to such men and women as 
are at once strong mediums and weak mortals, capable of 
assisting in the development and materialization of spirits, 
and equally capable of betraying their sacred office for filthy 
lucre. Can there be any doubt that there have been more 
such cases than that of Buguet, though not perhaps on so 
conspicuous a platform ? With the hatred of Spiritualism in 
various quarters, and pre-eminently in clerical ones, can we 
expect that the future will not produce others and perhaps 
more scandalous ones.

What must be the attitude of Spiritualists towards these 
diabolical attempts ? Not those of fear or faint-heartedness. 
They must put these cases forward, rather than shrink from 
them. Bring them out into the fullest light Seize, question, 
dissect them; hunt out their weak places, for all falsehoods 
have their weak places. Expose them, denounce them! Show 
that having unquestionable and abundant proofs of the 
realities of spirit communications, they fear no defeat, no 
dishonor. Standing on the unassailable rock of fact and 
knowledge, let them challenge all the world to disguise, or 
pollute, much more to annihilate the truth. Let knaves and 
cheats wherever found be exposed and condemned. Their 
condemnation is not the condemnation of the truth or the 
true. Spiritualism in its purity is a great, divine, and uni­
versal truth, standing on the collective testimony of the best 
and wisest of many lands and ages, and cannot be set aside, 
however much it may be checked and delayed by the worst 
efforts, the most artful stratagems of the hosts of Satan. It 
is for its enemies to fear it, not for its friends to fear for it 
As the Bible has withstood the most violent and most ingen­
ious attacks of its enemies, so Spiritualism, in alliance with 
the Bible, will resist and triumph over the malice and cunning 
of the learned, the powerful, the interested/ and the base. 
Let no one trouble for iL Let the winds of opposition blow; 
they have no power but over the chaff; they can but purify 
the genuine, solid grain. In every field and garden the weeds 
spring unsown, unbidden, in millions. They ask no culture; 
in legions they push themselves up from the unsolicited earth, 
and flourish and abound. No frost nips their early shoots ; 
no hail cuts them down, no draught consumes them, but they 
flourish and threaten to overtop and suffocate the true plants.

But if they do it will be thc fault of the gardener or the 
husbandman. They must fall before thc hoe and thc exter­
minating hand. Let a thousand Buguets come against single, 
isolated Spiritualism; in the words of Frederick Douglas, 
“God and one are always a majority."

MEDIUMSHIP.
Under condition* tuch a* I Ubor, it it difficult to write tint which 1 wish Un 

Mt r« than kych year* arc 1 wan Uken under control by a tptriu one who called 
himtcKteacher. More than men long year* 1 have been under bi* power; more 
than willing am I to have him quit me.

A correspondent writes the above to the Religio-Philo­
sophical Journal of Chicago, and the editor replies:—

Mediumship, what is it ? What peculiar traits of character, 
temperament and physiological endowments are necessary 

I for the development of an interesting and valuable phase 
i of mediumship, is a question that may require great thought 
and deep study to answer to thc satisfaction of the investiga­
tor.

It will doubtless be conceded by most people who have 
investigated in thc field of spiritual philosophy, that so-called 
mediums are so acted upon by an extraneous or outside Influ­
ence, that it is often the case that their minds are apparently 
stimulated or intensified to a degree of sharpness incompre­
hensible to the observer.

Such minds claim to be thc subject of another person or 
persons, who have passed from tlie physical body, and Occupy 
a higher and more spiritual plane of life than when possess­
ing a physical body.

Let us for a moment assume that to be true, and further, 
let us imagine that while such a spirit is tn rapport with 
his medium, that the mind of the medium is also active. Now 
we will suppose that the spirit attempts to Impress the yet 
active mind of thc medium with a name, the sound of which 
is in some small degree similar to some one that the medium 
is perfectly familiar with—a friend, per chance. Notwith­
standing the medium is sufficiently impressed by the spirit to 
pronounce a discourse far above his natural capacity, Is it 
not more than likely that he will give utterance to the name 
which was so familiar to him, rather than a similarly sound­
ing one, which the spirit attempted to force him to utter?

When thc mind of the medium once becomes positive even 
upon a name, thc spirit no longer has superior control—then 
thc medium manifests less intelligence than he ordinarily 
does, the spirit is confounded in his efforts, and the listener 
is disgusted at what purports to be a communication from a 
Daniel Webster or some other familiar name. It is neither a 
communication from a Webster nor any other spirit It is 
but the result of an over stimulated brain, stimulated by a 
practical control of a spirit, who has failed from natural 
causes, to hold his medium subject to his own will. The 
medium is honest while thc spirit is chagrined, perhaps, at 
his failure, and the nonsense he has been instrumental in 
making thc medium give utterance to.

We are all creatures of circumstances. We often think 
that mediums who are subjects to such conditions—conditions 
that produce sorrow and suffering—physical and mental, 
would do well to abandon thc whole subject and turn their 
attention entirely to physical labor.

In such cases we judge from our own standpoint, and not 
from theirs. Thc course our correspondent is pursuing, 
however unpleasant, is his only means of development He 
gets that which is legitimate to conditions that exist with him.

Our few thoughts above expressed, may induce him to 
look at the subject of mediumship in a somewhat different 
light from what he heretofore has, and in that way be less 
troubled by apparent contradictions, falsehoods and disap­
pointments.

Our opinion is, that all experience is profitable, and the 
legitimate result of pre-existing causes.

There are probably millions of cases of so-called insanity 
among people who never made any pretensions to a belief in 
Spiritualism, but would scout the very thought of it, who are 
nevertheless victims of psychological conditions Induced by 
undue spiritual stimulent imparted from spiritual beings. It 
is an intoxication, so to speak, which unbalances the victim. 
Knowledge upon this, as well as all other subjects, is the 
remedy for all evil consequences.

We make these suggestions in hopes to prompt the Investi­
gator to more thought upon the subject of mediumship.
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SPIRITUALISM IN THE NORTH OF IRELAND.
A correspondent of tlie Belfast News, says:—
Some time ago we had a wonderful sensation about the 

Cooktown Ghost Here we have had a visit of a somewhat 
similar nature. In Union place, Dungannon, Dr. Dickon has 
lived for upwards of forty years. He is now nearly eighty 
years of age. He and bis nelce live together. About ten 
days ago, some strange occurrence took place—breaking 
windows in front of the house, which is a large two-story, 
slated one. Watch was kept night after’ night and during 
this time panes of glass were broken, and no trace of any 
person could be seen who might be supposed to be the delin- 
Suent Night after night it continued, and during the day 

le windows were repaired. Again at night they were broken. 
This proceeding has gone on for some ume. Some laboring 
men were employed for several nights to watch. They were 
unable to discern any human being, and yet the panes of 
glass were broken as usual. They at lengtn tried, and now 
for several nights the constabulary have been watching. 
Some nights, as many as eight In number have been engaged 
to watch, and, notwithstanding all their vigilance, some of 
them secreting themselves in gardens and lanes, they are 
unable to find out anything of how the smashing of panes is 
managed. I have visited the place, and about nine o’clock 
last night I found four constables watching. I also visited it 
this morning, and found that glass had been broken during 
the night In one window no less than six panes are broken. 
There are shutters on the inside, and no marks of any kind 
are to be seen upon them. It is hoped that some of your 
numerous readers will suggest some means by which this 
mystery may be solved.

Prom the London Spiritualist, 

MRS. TAPPAN’S DEPARTURE FOR AMERICA.

Mrs. Tappan’s early departure for the United States made 
it impossible for Mr. Coleman to complete in time for 

presentation to her the beautiful illuminated address, but at a 
meeting which took place at the Queen’s Hotel, Southport> 
when a small but faithful band of representative Spiritualists 
assembled to hear her parting words, a copy of her address, 
accompanied by some useful souvenirs, was presented to her. 
These little marks of remembrance consisted of an exceed­
ingly handsome traveling cloak, a gold chain, a locket 
ornamented with a forget-me-not, a handsome silver sandwich­
case, and a photograph album. The words, “Presented to 
Mrs. CoraL. V. Tappan, by her friends in England, 1875,” 
were engraved on the locket, sandwich-case, and album.

The delay in preparing the illuminated address, which in 
itself will be a work of art, will give time to make the testi­
monial a more substantial one than was at first contemplated. 
The illuminated address will be on public view at the offices 
of the National Association of Spiritualists, 38 Great Russell 
Street, before it is forwarded to the United States, whither it 
will follow Mrs. Tappan.

Last Tuesday afternoon, Sept 21, at three o’clock, a depu­
tation waited upon Mrs. Tappan at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Southport, to present her with the articles already mentioned. 
Mr. Martheze was among the friends present In the 
afternoon Mrs. Tappan delivered an address in the public 
room of the same hotel, and last Wednesday morning she ^et 
sail for New York, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. G. R. 
Hinde, late of Darlington, who are about to settle perma­
nently in California.

From a telegraph sent to us from Southport on Wednesday, 
by Mr. Martheze, we learn that about twenty friends were in 
attendance when the farewell address was presented to Mrs. 
Tappan at the Queen’s Hotel. Dr. Hitchman presided; Mr. 
G. Thompson, formerly Member of Parliament for the Tower 
Hamlets, the great anti-slavery advocate and anti-corn-law 
agitator of bygone political times, was present, and spoke on 
the occasion. During occasional visits to America he inves­
tigated the phenomena of Spiritualism, and he spoke on the 
subject when the address was presented to Mrs. Tappan.

THE FAREWELL TO MRS. TAPPAN AT LIVERPOOL.

(By Telegraph.), -

At three P. M, Wednesday, Sept 22, the steamship 
England steamed slowly down the river Mersey amidst fog 
and rain, outward bound for New York. Among the pas­
sengers were Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Hinde, of Darlington, who 
accompany Mrs. Cora L V. Tappan to her destination.

1 called upon her this morning at Mrs. Nosworthy's, in 
Liverpool, and regret to state that I found Mrs. Tappan

thoroughly prostrated after her exertions at Queen’s Hotel, 
Southport, yesterday, when the address to her was read by 
Mr. J. Lamont, and the gifts presented by Mr. Geo. Thomp­
son, who said he was sad because they would see her no 
more in the body for a long time to come. In her they had 
an extraordinary teacher and philanthropist, and he was 
surprised at the strange want of interest that scientific men 
took in a spectacle like that presented by herorations, as well 
as In the sublime philosophy and beautiful discourses the 
public had been privileged to hear? He joined in good 
wishes regarding her.

At night a crowded and fashionable audience listened with 
marked attention to an address “On the Origin and Destiny 
of the Human Soul,” delivered by the spirit-guides of the 
medium.

To-day a concourse of friends met Mrs. Tappan at the 
landing-stage, and among those who accompanind her to the 
ship were Dr. Hitchman, Mr. Webster Glynes, Mr. Geo. 
Thompson, Mr. John Lamont, Mr. John Priest, and Mr. J. 
Coates, who parted from her with waving handkerchiefs and 
dimmed eyes.

From the Manchester (Eng.) Evening Ncw»»
AN EXTRAORDINARY STORY*

A strange story reaches us from Warrington. A few days 
ago a flatman, named Houghton, went to the parish 

church and asked to see a clergyman. He was told by the 
clerk, whom he saw, that none of the clergy were about, and 
during the conversation which ensued, Houghton, who came 
from Runcorn,*told him that he had had an extraordinary 
dream, in which it was revealed to him that he would die that 
day. The clerk tried to persuade him that he was laboring 
under a delusion, but without effect The man persisted in 
his statement that his dream would be realized, and to divert 
his attention the clerk showed him the church. When inside 
tlie building Houghton at once made for the communion rail, 
and there knelt down and offered up an earnest and audible 
prayer for the forgiveness of his sins. He afterwards saw the 
rector, to whom he related his drcam, who spoke kindly to 
him, and advised him to keep out of harm’s way. He thanked 
him and went away. During tlie afternoon of the same day 
he went to his flat, which was Laying at Howley’s Quay, and 
on reaching the river a fellow workman, who was at the other 
side, beckoned to Houghton to bring a boat across to take 
him on board. Houghton jumped into the boat, and when 
sculling across the river his oar slipped out of the oarlock 
into the water, and in his endeavors to reach it he fell over­
board. He was shortly afterwards rescued by his friends t 
who witnessed the accident Restoratives were applied, and 
the man taken home. He seemed to be in a fair way for 
recovery, but he repeated his statement that he would not get 
better, and to the surprise of his friends died a few hours 
after his immersion. He was quite sober at the time of the 
accident

}|OTE? AND J^OTICEp.

We have received the first of the Spiritualist Library series 
of neatly-printed shilling books, in limp cloth covers, just 
issued, in the shape of an essay entitled “Spirit People,” 
written by Mr. W. H. Harrison, ft contains scientifically 
accurate descriptions of manifestations recently produced by 
spirits, and simultaneously witnessed by the author and other 
observers in London. As these manifestations were witnessed 
in the presence of thoroughly reliable people, whose names 
were given, and as they include many which took place at the 
house of Mr. Cromwell Varley, tlie Atlantic Telegraph elec­
trician, they form good evidence of the reality of the phenom­
ena to place in the hands of the general public. The book 
consists for the most part of the paper which Mr. Harrison 
read before the Daiston Association of Inquirers into 
Spiritualism, but the said memoir has been carefully revised 
and additions have been made. A preface has been added, 
and the whole neatly printed on toned paper.

Bv reference to an advertisement in another column it 
will be seen that Mrs. C M. Morrison will treat, in each State, 
one case of epilepsy free of charge. The invisibles, it is 
claimed have given the recipe for the compounding of pills 
that have already worked marvelous cures.
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How To Form A Spirit Circle. Advertisement?. Advertisement?.

his calculated that one person In every seven might 
become a medium by observing the proper condition*. 
Thc thousands of Spiritualist* have, in most cases 
arrived at their conclusion* by agencies established by 
themselves and independently o( each other and ol the 
•.ervices of professional mediums. Every spiritualist 11 
indeed an 44investigator/1’—It may be at an advanced 
stage; and that all may become so, thc following cons 
dition* are presented as those under which thc phe- 
romena may at all times be evolved.

Inquirers Into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circles In their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present Should no results be 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other tit­
ter*. One or more persons possessing medial powers 
without knowing it are lo be found in nearly every 
household.

*. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature- 
but cool rather than warm—Jet arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no 
interruption for one hour during thc sitting of the dr* 
<^ A

a Lu »hc circle consist of from three or five to ten 
individuals, about the same cumber of each sex. Sil 
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
of the hands on its top surface. Whether the hands 
touch each other or not u usually of no importance. 
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitter*. The removal of * hand from 
the table for a few second* docs no harm ; but when 
one of the titters break# the circle by leaving the table 
it sometime*, but not always, very considerably delay* 
the manifestations.

J, Before the sitting begins, place tome pointed lead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
table, to write down any communication that may be 
obtained.

4 People who do not like tach other should not rit 
n the same circle, for such a want of harmony tend* 

to prevent manifestations, except with well-developed 
physical mediums t it b not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no Influence on the mar if estations, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

jp Before the manifestations begin, it is well to en­
gage In general conversation or in ringing, and it is best 
that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A prayer­
ful, earnest feeling among the member* of the circle 
gives the higher spirits more power to come to the efr- 
cle, and makes it more difficult lor the lower spirit* to 
get near.

A The first symptom of thc invisible power at work 
is often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over thc 
hands. The first manifestations will probably be table 
tilting* or rap*.

7. When motions of the table er sound* art pro­
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk to the table a* to an intelligent being. 
Let hbn tell the table that three tilt* or raps mean 
“Yes*’ one mean* ‘’NV* and two mean ♦‘Doubtful,” 
and ask whether the arrangement is understood. If 
three signals be given in answer, then say, “If 1 speak 
the letter* of the alphabet slowly, will you tisnal every 
time 1 come to thc letter you want, and spell us out a 
message J" Should three signal* be given, set to work 
cm the plan proposed, and from this tune an intelligent 
system of communication is established.

A Afterward* the question should be put, “Are wc 
sitting in the right order lo get the best manifestation* F* 
Probably some member* of ihe circle will then be told 
to change scaU with each other, and the signal* will be 
afterward* strengthened. Next ask, “Who b thc 
medium F* When spirit* come asserting themselves to 
be related or known to anybody present, well-chosen 
questions should be put to lest tne accuracy of the 
of the statement*, a* spirit* out of the body hare all the 
virtue* and all the failing* of spirits tn the body.

9. A powerful physical medium h usually a person of 
an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and very 
sensitive to mesmeric influence*. The majority cf 
media are ladles.

The best manifestations are obtained when the me­
dium and all the member* of the circle are wrongly 
bound together by the affection*, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and happy; the manifestation* are bom of 
the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental 
influences of earth. Family circles, with no stranger* 
present, arc usually the beat.

If thc circle is composed of person* with writable 
temperaments, manifestation* will take place readily 
if the contrary be thc case, much perseverance will be 
necessary.

Possibly at the first titling of a circle vynspfotht of 
other form* of mediumship than tilts or raps may make 
their appearance.

DOORS FO SALE BY THE

SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO.,
William Denton's Works.

THE SOUL OF THINGS; OR, Psy­
chometric RESEARCHES AND DIS- 
COVERIES. By William and Elizabeth M. K 
Denton.

In this extraordinary book thc author, who U a Pro­
fessor of Geology in America, employed clairvoyant* 
to reveal to him by virion, event* connected wilh the 
early history of geological specimen*; these sensitive* 
thus saw the Mastodon and other extinct animal* as if 
living and moving before them ; they like* be saw the 
xenes by which these prehistoric animal* were *ur- 
rounded- The author also sent hi* clairvoyant* lo ex­
amine portion* of different planet*, and they gave de­
scription* of the inhabitant*, physical geography and 
vegetation of each. The book h illustrated with nu» 
merou* engravings drawn by thc sensitive* a* the 
virion* passed before their eye*. There is no doubt a* 
to thc i trinity of the author, who also possesses suffi­
cient intelligence to select clairvoyant* who would not 
cheat him. The question at to the reliability of ihe 
narratives lhcrcforet narrow* itself down to Inc ques­
tion of the reliability of clairvoyance, which, when 
employed to gain information about distant place* on 
earth, ha* been found sometime* to give accurate re­
sult* and sometime* inaccurate result*. If ever inter. 
pUnvntary communication should be established, it 
will be by means of clairvoyance or some other of the 
latent and little understood spiritual power* tn man. 
In three volumes. Volume 1. price #1-50, pottage to 
cent*. Volume IL and III. contain over boo pages 
nmo-, illustrated by more than zoo engraving*. Price 
per volume, #x<xs postage to cental the two volumes 
gj-jo, pottage 36 cent*

NOTICES OF THE PRESS.
“ We have here a marvellous book- It i* calm, and 

teems perfectly sincere, and yet it make* larger draft* 
upon our credulity than any work we ever before met 
with. The old Alchemist* never conceived of anything 
half to *irangc. Spiritualism *ith all it* wonders »

scarcely a vestibule to what we arc introduced to h it.
“ Were there any reliance to be placed on these reve­

lations, it would be impossible to estimate thc value of 
this newly-discovered power. It would resolve A thous­
and doubts and difficulties, make geology A* plain a* 
day, and throw light on all the grave object* that time 
ha* *0 effectually obscured.”—-New Yuan Chmistiam 
A JU bAiAADOM.

“in the varied wonder* they describe th me b a 
peculiar and intense interest. If what is claimed in thb 
book be true, it record* the most remarkable discovery 
yet made a* regard# the capacities of the human mind 
in it* abnormal state.”—Norfolk Cgvkty Journal.

“There w much Extraordinary matter in these pages 
It b a volume emphatically deserving of the readers 
choicest Study."—Boston TkavbLL&a.

“Though A* concise a* a text-book, we read “Tha 
Soul of Things" with the fascination of a work of 
fiction. Indeed, it U truth itself, stranger than fiction, 
written in the vivid style which b a part ot Mr. Den­
ton’# remarkable power.” —Sfuutvalot.

LECTURES ON GEOLOGY, THE
PAST AND FUTURE OF OUR PLANET 
A Great Scientific Work. Selling rap*dly. Price 
| i.jo, postage >0 cent*.

RADICAL RHYMES, a poetical
WORK. Pritt 11.1$, pottage ij cent*.

RADICAL DISCOURSES ON re­
ligious SUBJECTS, delivered in Mn«e Hail, 

Boston. Price #ia$. postage id cent*.

THE IRRECONCILABLE REC- 
ORDS/ .or. Generis and Geology. 80 op. Price, 
paper, >5 cents, postage a cent*; doth $0 cent*, 
postage, 8 cents.

IS SPIRITUALISM TRUE? Price
15 cents, portage 3 cent*.

WHAT IS RIGHT? A Lecture de- 
livered in Muric Hall, Boston, Sunday afternoon, 
Dec 6th, j*6A Price 10 cents, postage x cent*.

COMMON SENSE THOUGHTS ON
THE BIBLE. For Common Sen** People- 
Third edition, enlarged and revised. Price to 
cents, portage a cents.

CHRISTIANITY NO FINALITY, 
or. Spiritualism Superior to Christianity, Price 
10 cent*, postage 1 cent*.

ORTHODOXY FALSE SINCE SPIR­
ITUALISM IS TRUE Pritt 10 rente, po»Uge 
> cent*.

THE DELUGE IN THE LIGHT OF
* MODERN SCIENCE. Price io cent*.

BE THYSELF. A Discourse. Price
to cents, portage a cent*.

THE GOD PROPOSED FOR OUR 
NATIONAL CONSTITUTION. A Lecture 
given in Music Hall, Bouton, on Sunday liter* 
noon, May rjth, r»y*. Pritt to cent*, pottage * 
cent*.

For talc wbole**le and retail by Soornrr PWUM 
neo Co., 1* Exchange Street, Bouton, Mus.

Spiritual Science, Literature, Art, 1

and Inspiration.
Without disparagement to any other organ of Spirit* 

ualism now before the public, wc may confidently *ay, 
that there are many investigator* who fed the need of 
a weekly like the “Spiritual Scientist,” ten filled up 
with advertisement* than the other journal*, ten secular 
and miscellaneous, more riugly devoted to Spiritualism, 
pure and simple, more strictly scientific in it* scope and 
intent. We hope that all Spiritualist* will do what 
they can to help us to a circulation.

The most eminent writer* of thc day are now con­
tributing regularly to thb paper. Among these am 
Prof. J. R. Buchanan; Col. Henry S. ORcti, author 
of “People from the Other World ;” Gen. F. Jr. 
Lippitt; M. A. (OxonX of London; Dr. Wm. Hitch­
man, of Liverpool, Eng; Mme. IL P. Blavatsky J 
Charles Sotheran, Editor ol The Bibtiopollrt; Emma 
Hardinge Britten; Hon. Alexander Aksakoff, of St. 
Petersburg; ProL N. D* Wagner, University ot St. 
Pctesburg; Mn Emma A. Wood, translator of Kax- 
dedswork*; “Hiraf,” the eminent Occultist; Prot 
S. B. Brittan, and ether*.

We ask then the co-operation of all friends of tho 
cause here and in Europe in strengthening pur hands, 
that we may make the ♦’Spiritual Sdentisl,” what we 
hope lo make iL and what it ought to be—the organ of 
the best and highest thought on the great subject that 
b destined to have such a leavening effect upon all 
existing tyrtems and creed*. Now h thc time for 
effectual aid.

Thb SnarTUAt Scientist present* each week f 
comprehensive review of the progrr** of Spiritualism, 
in its practical, scientific, philosophical, and religious 
aspects. It* content* are sufficient in variety to suit 
all class## of minds that are attracted lo Spiritualism, 
and it endeavors to supply til that can Interest an 
invertigator into thc deeply important subject of

Man’s Immortal Existence.
Th, topic* treated may be ths* cl***ified:—

Bclentiflo Investigation, lending to Increase 
the knowledge of the nature ol the human .pint and 
lu *urn>und>npc alia, ol the relation between nun la 
the .pint world and those on the physical plana of ex- 
Utcntt-

FhUosophfcal Deduction and Demon­
stration. report* of Lectures, detailed accounh of 
Remarkable Phenomena, Matersd Nation, Levitation*, 
Ac.

Religion* and Moral Toachlwi,' warns- 
nicatrdby pint*, Exhortation to act for Eternoy rather 
than for Time, to be guided by principle rather than 
expediency, in general, tending to give higher arpira- 
llon for our guidance in life.

Reporta of Trogrrs* from all part* of the 
world, by correspondence, exchanges, and reportoriai, 
facilities.

matorfealSRMchea.tnoUrating the univaraality
of inspiration from the pint World.

Editorial; Opinion* Extract* from Periodical* 
Review, of Books: Literal, AnnouncemcoU.

TERMS: #150 PER ANNUM.

Th® SmnVAL. SarMTUT.—Most of th* organ* of 
Splritualhc* in thb country arc filled with insipid ghost 
matter* very tiresome and useless ’to all whose 
brain* have not been softened by the sprit-crate. Tha 
SrixmiAL SarxniT, a neatly printed weekly periodi­
cal, h an exception. It* editorial column* exhibit tal­
ent, while it* conductor*, with * boldM* quite re­
markable for a spirit paper, actually condemn, all un­
worthy of true believers ihe printing and tfrculatitm 
of the unarthentierted trashy stuff delivered by com­
mon mediums-—bae-NTinc Amexjcan.

Thb SynoTVAt Scixmtht, pobBthcd In thb city 
*ecm< to us to be a very fair and able paper, and to 
occupy a place in the Spiritualist literature of Iha 
country which no other paper hardly doe*. We are 
glad to see that ft b prospering.—iNnrx.

Scientist Publishing Company,

18 Exchange Street,

Bouton, Mass.
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Advertisements. Advertisements. Advertisements.

QEO. WOODS & CO.’S 

ORGANS
Thrts remarkable instrument* have created much 
latent! In America and Europe by reason ol their

g XPERIENCES
OF AN

INVESTIGATOR
Beautiful Musical Effects 

Elegant Designs and Elaborate 
Finish.

Their PIANO Stop Is a piano of beautiful tone, which 
will never require tuning. All interested in music 
should know of thia important invention.

GEO. WOODS & CO,
Cambridgeport, Mass 

WaaxBOOMS: 66 & 68 Adams St Chicago, 
id Lu deal 6 HUL London, England

WITH THE

MEDIUMS OF BOSTON

By “Diogenes.

Upon application lo me, I will treat any respectable 
person resident of the City of Boston, who b afflicted 
with

Epilepsy, or Epileptic Fits,
and furnish my Specific (or Epilepsy,

FREE OF CHARGE.
Application to be made within twenty day*.

A Well-known, Severe, and Marked Case Preferred.

MRS. 0. M. MORRISON,
103 WESTMINSTER STREET,

UENBY F. MILLER, 
1 Piano-Forte Manufacturer, 

611 WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS.

BOSTON RIDING ACADEMY
oraxxD you thm season at

1045 Washington Street,
(or Pupils ar Castes. A new Academy, surpassing any 
in the city. Everything in complete order. There U 
also connected a well ventilated boarding stable, for 
which we solicit the patronage of the public.

PROF. J. M. SMITH.

Suppose an Individual should My, “I will become a 
candid investigator of Spiritualism, and visit the 
prominent spiritual mediums of Boston for this 
purpose,”—what weald be ihe result? Wc thought 
this would be an interesting record, and shall present 
such an experience. These articles will be continued ; 
but each is complete in itself, and deals with one medi­
um. Tbc investigator at all times places himself in 
that “condition” supposed to be favorable to the best 
results. The experience is genuine, and is truthfully 
related..—Ed*

One of the most able writers on the Boston Press 
was engaged for the above purpose and his experience 
U a record of facts worthy the attention of every Spirit­
ualist. Admittingthe honesty of the medium, and the 
unconscious control, the experience is Indeed a subject 
of study, and worthy Ihe attention of every medium 
and Spiritualist The investigator passes his comments, 
on each sitting, and we are enabled to see the average 
amount of evidence which he gets from a general inves­
tigation. How can mediumship be improved and perfec­
ted? should be a prominent question for consideration 
among Spiritualists. The series Includes mxtken of 
the most prominent of the public mediums Boston, 
at that time As follows.

P. 0. BOX, 3519. BOSTON, MASS.

THE WONDERFUL HEALER 
1 And Clairvoyant

MRS. a M. MORRISON, No, 101 Westminster St, 
Magnetic treatments given- Diagnosticating disease by 
rock of hair, |roo. Give age and sex. Remedies 
sent by mail Ln the past two years Mrs. Morrison's 
Control has given two thousand and seventy six 
diagnoses, by lock of hair; and in the past year over 
one thousand PATIENTS suffering from chronic and 
complicated diseases have been cured with her mag* 
nr tired vegetable remedies.

HT* Specific (or Epilepsy and Neuralgia. Address

MRS. 0. M. MORRISON,
P. O. BOX, >$59, BOSTON, MASS.

THE GREAT SENSATION
■I Of the Age.

■'People Oddi the Other World.”
COL OLCOTTS EDDY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT 

MANIFESTATIONS.
Mart astounding development*. Spirit* weighed and 
examined- Investigator* at their wit*'end. Nothing 
like it ever Men or heard- New version ol the

“KATIE KING EXPOSE.”
Table* turned on the accuser*. Who are the fraud* 
The mo*t wondrous book ol the age.

Acnxr* Waxtxd in every town to tell 11 For 
particular* addreu

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO. HARTFORD 
CT- AND CHICAGO.

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dea 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb.

10, Miss Susie F. Nickerson.
17, Mrs. Mary Hardy.
24, Mrs. Susie Willis Fletcher.
3t, Mrs. E. I.
7, Mrs. C. H.

Wells.
. Wildes.

CHARLES
WILL RETURN

I

after an absence of four months, from his European 
tour, on the next steamer, doe In Boston October t. 
He will be happy to see his friends and patrons at hh 
residence, 60 Dover Stkbmt, Boston.

BEAUTIFUL FRESH FLOWERS, U AND FLORAL DESIGNS
FOR ALL OCCASIONS.

DEE & DOYLE,
FLORISTS AND SEEDSMEN, 

57 Tremont Street, Boston.

AfiENTS FOR THE SCIENTIST.
Now York and United States American 

New* Ok, Wholesale Agent* tat New* Dealer*.
New York City. A. J. Dari* & Co., a. East 

Fourth Street. Sale* and SubKriptlon*.
Hertford, Conn. Abram Rote, Railroad Depot 

and ,6 Trumbull Street. Sale* and Subscription*.
Lunenburg. VL J. O. Darting & Co., Sale* 

and Sobacriptiona.
| Philadelphia, Penn. J. H. Rhode*, M. D 
918 Spring Garden Street. Sale* and Subscription*.

New Orleana, La. , G C. Haley. 19 Commercial 
Place and 153 Poydras St Sales and Sulucriptljn*.

San Francisco, Cal. H. Snow, J19 Kearney 
Street- Sale* »"d Subscriptions.

- Ht Louis, Mo. H. L Kemper, 610 North Filth 
Street. Sales and Subscription*.

Chicago, HL R P. Publishing Hoose, Adama 
Street and Filth Arcnue. Sales and Subscription* 

Cinclnnatti, Ohio. J. R- Hawley, 164 Vine 
Street, above Fourth. Sales and Subscription*.

Rochester, N. Y. D. M. Dewey. Sales and 
Subscriptions.

Meh. 
Meh. 
Meh. 
Apr. 
May 
May

28, Mrs. Susan E. Crossman.
4, Mrs. S. K. Potter.
11, Frank T. Ripley.
18, Mrs. S. Dick.
25, Mrs. Margaretta Sunder­
land Cooper.
4, Mrs. N. Nelson
11, Mrs. Nugent, (Card Clairv’t).
15, Mrs. Belle Hamann.
22, Mrs. L. W. Litch.
13, Mrs, Dunning.
21, Prof. McLaren.

We have a few complete sets of the 
above left over from our files and bound 
volumes. They will be sent, post paid, 
on receipt of $1.00.

ONLY A FEW LEFT.
Address,

Scientist Publishing Co., Boston.

OPIRlTUAL SCIENTIST
A WKKKLY JOURNAL OF

Spiritual Science, Literature, Art,

and Inspiration
Without dkporagrmeni to any other organ of Spirit* 

ualum now before the public, we may confidently say, 
that there are many investigators who fed the need of 
a weekly like the “Spiritual Scientist,” leas filled up 
with advertisements than the other Journals, less secular 
and miscellaneous, more singly devoted to Spiritualism, 
port and simple, more strictly scientific in Its scope and 
Latent. We hope that all Spiritualists will do what 
they can to help us to a circulation.

TERMS: $2.50 PER ANNUM.

Scientist Publishing Company

18 Exchange Street,

Boston, Mass.

HR. FEED. L. H. WILLIS
Maj be addressed until further notice

Glenora, Yates Co., N. Y.
DR. WILLIS claims that he has no superior in
PSYCHROMETRIC EXAMINATIONS, 

Either by hair or handwriting, combining as he does 
ACCURATE SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE 
With keen and marching CLAIRVOYANCE.

Dr. Willw claims espedal skill in TREATING 
ALL DISEASES of the BLOOD, and nervous 
system. Cancers, Scrofula in all lit (onus Epilepsy. 
Paralysis and all the most delicate and complicated 
diseases of both sexes.

Dr. Willis bat been pronounced by the controlling 
influences of Mm. Conant to be unexcelled by any one 
in the country*

ProL L R. Buchanan, perhaps the best authority of 
the Age in such matters has nrouounccd hh psycho­
metric power* of a superior order.

Dr. Willis is permitted to refer to numerous parties 
who have been cured by his ivslcrh of practice where 
all others had failed.

Send for Circular* and References.
All letters mutt contain a return postage stamp.

MRS. CLARA DEARBORN.
1 CLAIRVOYANT,

Physician anti Trance Medium,
833 WASHINGTON STREET.,

Nassau Building, Roon j, Hour* $ AM. to 6 P. M

Boston, Mass.

RELIABLE MEDIUMSHIP.
Ppor Browse, Natural Seer, Buxine** Medium, 

Gain cyan! and World Renowned Mind Reader, has 
arrived at the Spirituals Home, 46 Reach street, 
Boston. Reliable communications from the Spirit 
World. Accurate diecriptiona, testa &c. Pull satis­
faction guaranteed or no pay. For the palpate of in­
troduction present charge* only ft-oa Hours from 
$ A M. to 9 P. M.

CU8IE F. NICKERSON
TRANCE MEDIUM.

130 W. Brookline St, I 
St. Elmore, Suit 1, J Hours, 9 to 5.

gCIENCE OF SPIRITUALISM

A trance address delivered by

J. J, MORSE.
TRANCE MEDIUM, OF LONDON,

$3.00 pr 100., single Copies, 5 cts. 
Address Spiritual Scientist, Boston, 

Mass.

TO THE FACULTY.
I A QUIET AND RETIRED HOME.

Mils. JON ES having taken a bouse at Na 43 Down 
St, is thus able to offer invalids, or ladies in con­
finement, pleasant and airy rooms, with good nursing,


