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SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
FU BULKED BY

“ Species,” says Friar Bacon, “ are not transmuted, but 
■ their subject-matter rather. Speirs non transwutart/ur, 
\ >ed sutgecta speciauM uptime ft propriisimeT Therefore

The Scientist Publishing Company, 18 Exchange St., Boston, ; the first work is to reduce the body into water, tliat is, into 
■ mercury, and this is called solution, which is tlie foundation 

EVERY THURSDAY. j of the whole art And the first foundation and preparation
of the hermetic art, says the author of thc “ Rosarium," is 
solution, and a reduction of the body into watt*, which is 
argentvive. Although Lully declares that species are abso
lute, and cannot be changed one into another, we shall not 
understand hint as denying tlie art, but a false portion of it 
only: the fundamental possibility and principle of transmuta
tion being not of species, but of their universal subject or 
first matter.

And this universal subject is thc alleged foundation of the 
whole hermetic experiment; not only the thing transmutable 
In natures, but the thing transmuting only when set free, and 
segregated in its proper essentiality. Thc fermented spirit 
assimilates tlie light throughout. Trust not, says the adept, 
those imposters who tell you of a sulphur tingeus and I don’t 
know what fables, who pin also thc narrow name of rhesnia 
on a science ancient and infinite. It is the light only that can 
bc truly multiplied, for this ascends and descends from thc 
first fountain of multiplication and generation. This light 
(discovered and perfected by art) applied to any body, exalts 
and perfects it in its own kind. If to animals, it exalts 
animals; if to vegetables, vegetables ; if to minerals, it refines 
minerals, and translates them to thc best condition; where, 
note by the way, that every* body hath passive principles in 
itself for this light to work upon, and therefore needs not to 
borrow any from gold or silver.

The fast advice is given to correct a common error, that 
the alchemists extracted the form out of these metals, to 
transmute and increase with. Gross misconception of their 
initial principle has indeed caused their positions frequently 
to appear ridiculous ; as of the common talk, for instance, of 
weighing and proportioning thc elements so exactly as Io 
constitute them into lasting accord; of consolidating the 
metallic vapor by heat artificially introduced, or by the ray s 
of the sun and moon drawn to simultaneous co-operation, and 
several such-like literally imputed follies, far from their minds, 
who protested against such misunderstanding, having assumed 
to themselves another principle and another method of gen
erating metals by which they were enabled to follow nature 
independently, and help her to exceed thc ordinary limits of 
her (apparent) law; not by thc condensation of imaginary 
vapors, in the mines, or by the assistance of the great lumi- 
nar^or lunar light, but by working, as it is said, thc only 
universal living occult nature by and through itself, scientifi
cally, which contains within itself the true original of all 
these, even of the whole manifested existence. Thus we 
read in the “ Lucerna Salls”:—

33. BaOWN, EDITOR..

Back Numbers of the Scientist can be furnished

OCCULT SCIENCE.
THE BASIS OF ALCHEMY ON THE UNIVERSAL MATTER 

ANCIENT AUTHORS QUOTED—A KEY TO SYMBOLIC WRITING. 
BY LEX ET LUX.

The basis of alchemy, although very secret, is withal very 
simple, and may bc comprehended in the statement made 

by Arnold de Villanova, in his “ Speculum,” “ that there 
abides in nature a certain pure matter, which being discovered 
and brought by art to perfection, converts to itself proportion
ally all imperfect bodies that it touches." And this is the 
sole foundation of all transmutation, metallic or otherwise, 
viz., the universality and homogeneity of thc radical substance 
of things; and on thc fact tliat metals, minerals, vegetables, 
and animal natures, being all created of the same first prin
ciples, may be reduced into their common basis or mercurial 
first matter. On this theory thc whole hermetic philosophy 
is founded. To quote from “The Hermetic Mystery":

The multiform body of the world lies open, but thc source is 
everywhere occult; nor does ordinary analysis at all discover 
this universal matter of the adepts. It has been accordingly 
objected tliat natural species cannot be transmutable, because 
the transmutation of different species, one into another, natu
rally implies mixtion and a spurious offspring; thus, that if 
it were admitted possible, by any means, to infuse gold into 
lead, or other inferior form, it would still remain imperfect and 
the better species be defiled by tlie vile admixture ; that the re
sult would not, in fact, be gold at all, but a middle nature ac
cording to the proportionate virtue of the metals conjoining, 
golden or leaden as the case may be. Since species are inde
structible, therefore the transmutation of metals has been
regarded as a sophistical proposition, and not as a true art. 
And this argument the alchemists also admitting, have seemed 
sometimes to contradict themselves and their science; but 
such is not really the case, and only for want of understanding 
them has it been supposed so. It is not species that they 
profess to transmute; nor do they allege that lead as lead, or 
mercury as mercury, specificate, can be changed into gold, 
any more than a dog into a horse, a tulip into a daisy, or vise 
versa in this way, anything of unlike kind. But it is the 
subject-matter of-these metals, the radical moisture of which
they are uniformly composed, that they say may be withdrawn 
by art and transported from inferior forms, being set free by 
the force of a superior ferment or attraction.
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" A certain thing is found in the world.

■Which is also in every thing and in ever/ place, 
it is not earth, nor fire, nor air, nor water, 
Albeit it wants neither of these things;
Nay, it can become to be fire, air, water, and earth.
For it contains all nature in itself, purely and sincerely;
It becomes white and red, is hot and cold, 
It is moist and dry, and,is diversifiable every way. 
The band of sages only have known it, 
And they call it their salt.
It is extracted from their earth, 
And has been the ruin of many a fool;
For the common earth is worth nothing here, 
Nor the vulgar salt in any manner;
But rather the salt of the world, 
Which contains in itself all life, 
Of it is made that medicine which will preserve you 

from all maladies.”
The stone is one, says the monk in his “Rosary”; the 

medicine is one in which the whole mystery consists, to which 
we add nothing nor take away anything, only in the prepara
tion removing superfluities. All is made of mercury, says 
Geber; for when Sol is reduced to his first original i.e. the 
mercury, then nature embraceth nature, and by open and 
manifest proof wc have concluded that our stone is no other 
than a factant spirit and living water, which we have named 
“ dry water,” by natural proportion cleansed and united with 
such union that they can never more be absent each from 
other. And Aquinas says, It is mercury alone which perfects 
in our work, and we find in it all we have need of; nothing 
different must be added. Some, mistaking, believe that the 
work cannot be perfected with mercury alone without his 
sister or companion ; but I do assure thee that working with 
mercury and his sister (4 e. as agent and patient), that thou 
addest nothing different from mercury; and know, also, that 
gold and silver are not unlike in kind to this our mercury, for 
it is their root; if thou workest, therefore, with mercury 
alone, without foreign intervention, thou obtainest thy desire. 
The white and the red proceed from one root, for it dissolves 
and coagulates itself—whitens, rubifies, and makes itself to 
be both yellow and black; it unites with itself, conceives 
itself, and brings forth itself, to the full perfecting of our 
intention.

It is only in her manifold changes that nature is known 
and made apparent in ordinary life; but since these alchemists 
profess to have enjoyed another experience, and through 
their art to have discovered her, in her simple essentiality, 
to be that total which works all-conditionedly throughout 
existence, it will be necessary to consider their whole doc
trine with reference to this presumed unity, and by no means 
be led aside by their metaphoric language into a common 
misconstruction of its meaning; but since, according to the 
old maxim, All is in mercury which the wise men see, let us 
seek, therefore, to identify this mercury, and whether the 
same ancient material be yet on earth.

It is well known that the Greeks and eastern sages denied 
all things in common from a certain pure and hidden fire; 
Stoics, Pythagoreans, Platonics, and Peripatetics vie with 
each other in celebrating the occult virtues of the “ ether.” 
In it they place the providential regulation of nature; it was 
the very life and substance of their theosophy, in which, from 
the highest to the lowest confines of existence, from Jove to 
the last link in the infernal monarchy, all were inhabiting the 
ethereal world. That there is a fluid or vitalizing principle 
invisibly permeating all things, and resident in the air we 
breathe, common experience indicates, for life cannot subsist 
without air, nor in all kinds of air; but there is some one 
quality, or ingredient, In the atmosphere which is a secret 
food of life, and on which it Immediately depends. What 
this ailment is, though many names have been Invented, the 
moderns, in default of knowledge, have not agreed. The 
chemist Homberg, with Boyle, Boerhaave, and others emi
nent of that period, hold with the alchemists that there is a 
distinct substance, universally diffused, though sensible only in 
its mixed forms and powerful effects; that it is the only pure 
and active source of all things, and most firm bond of the 
natural elements, giving life to all bodies, penetrating and 
sustainingall things, and enlivening all; that this mighty ether, 
moreover, is always at hand, ready to break forth Into action 
in predisposed subjects, fermenting producing, destroying, 
and governing the total course of nature. Bishop J'.erkely,

too, in his “ Siris,” contends learnedly in favor of the same 
universal material, and considers that it is from thence that 
the air has its power of sustenance and vitalization.

These, with a few others in recent times, have so far con
curred with the ancients in distinguishing the fontal spirit of 
nature, apart from its manifestation. But then they adduce 
no tangible proof of their doctrine. The world could not see 
their invisible fire. It has, therefore, been regarded as a 
speculative chimera, and therefore disbelieved. For philoso
phy, laudably anxious to prove all things, yet too idle to 
theorize, will suppose nothing that is not openly shown. 
How, then, should she recognize that recondite fire?

For although experiments of recent date seem to supply 
concurrent evidence, and the phenomena of mesmerism (and 
Spiritualism) have helped to force again on the minds of the 
more observing portion of mankind the supposition of a new 
imponderable or od-ic force, yet fe\v believe, and we will pass 
it now to continue our research concerning the elder quintes
sence of the Magi, which they introduce, not as a being of 
speculation merely, but of experimental science; not percep
tible only in mingled forms, in the common air or elementary 
water, but as an essence compact and tangible without hetero
geneity, in which pure estate the Cabalists, also describing, 
call it “the Vehicle of Light,” and the Greeks “the Free 
Ether”—that is to say, freed from the prison of gross matter 
and able to work of itself intimately, by the virtue of its own 
included light Thus Zeno defines it as a plastic fire, ever 
generating by rule; and Cicero as that most heavenly, high, 
ethereal, igneous nature, which spontaneously begets all 
things:

“ The light of life, the vital draught, 
That forms the food of every living thing: 
And e’en the high-enthroned all-sparkling eye 
Of ever-mounting fire; th’ immense expanse 
The viewless ether in his genial arms 
Clasping the earth; Him call thou Lord and Jove.”

J he Key.—To comprehend what has been written, know 
that there are just two principles in nature : good and evil, or 
love and hatred, wrath, or anger; that “ living mercury,” 
“ argentvlve,” and “ gold ” are merely different names for the 
Divine essence, universal principle, or Light. “ Lead ” and 
other inferior or “ impure metals” are corrupt qualities in 
man’s mind, or spirit; the “body” is man’s spirit as a whole, 
not the earth casement, as it is never referred to in the her
metic philosophy strictly speaking. The “ light” is the soul
principle in man, represented in the cerebellum and the 
organic functions of life. “ Common mercury” represents 
man’s perceptive powers in attaining knowledge, as “ Saturn” 
represents his reflective powers or understanding and judg
ment. The intellect as a whole, as represented in the 
cerebrum, is the “spirit,” through and by which he has 
asserted bis self-will, and so'brought sin into the world, £ e. 
he departed from the rule or guidance of his soul or “ Sol, 
“ gold,” God, “ Anam,” the “ red earth," or “ tincture;" as 
the “ white” is the spirit, “ Moon” or “ Lunar,” “ silver,” 
female principle, “ Eve,” “ Mother Earth.” Thus man is a 
dual being spiritually, but a trinity with his body, but before 
they can be made perfect, as at first “ Adam" and “ Eve” 
have to be joined together in marriage and blended in one 
harmonious whole, the Divine Light guiding every thought 
and action, and this is the Philosopher’s stone, of which I 
shall have something more to say. Medium and Daybreak.

SINGULAR COINCIDENCE, 
'T'he Amador (Cal.) Ledger, says: We have been informed 
1 by Mr. Andrews—father of Mr. Thomas Andrews, whose 
unaccountable death we announced last week—that a few 
days before the death occurred his son had a very impressive 
dream “ that had become possessed of two bodies—one a 
human body, the other a spiritual body: that his spiritual 
body was perched upon a barn and the human body lying 
upon the ground being devoured by hogs.’’ Only a snort 
while after this dream, which appeared to trouble him a great 
deal, his body was found dead near a barn, and the hogs had 
almost completely devoured the dead body. Whether this 
dream had any connection with the sad occurrence that 
followed, we leave our readers to form their own conclusions. 
We cannot say but what the spiritual body, in reality, sat 
upon the barn, as indicated in the dream, and witnessed the 
devouring of the human body by the hogs. To say the 
least, this appears to be a very strange coincidence.



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
“JUSTICE.”

7b the Editor of the Spiritual Scientist:
^"-aR Sir :—Under the above caption, 1 noticed in your 

-.-sue of thc 23d, an article which would more properly nave 
been headed, “Injustice,” in so far as it refers to the “Scien
tific Committee” of thc American Spiritual Institute In their 
efforts to unearth the very nuisance, you have again and 
again referred to in tlie columns of your paper, vic .—frauds. 
In this same issue, in speaking of the “genuineness ot medi
ums,” you say,—

“Manifestation! were endorsed without enquiry. Exposures Mere passed over 
lightly. Pcrscru received aid and sympathy is rrcdiutm who subsequently 
proved cheap tricksters. Shrewd designing knaves are reaping harvests all over 
the Country by giving exhibitions claimed to be evidences ol spinl-pp^cr. We 
have no patience with tie present stale qj affairs—thc legitimate outgrowth of 
thc attempt to smother honest investigations with puff-balb of what some medium 
had dore or wav doing/*

Now please compare these quotations with the article in 
question, and explain to me and your readers thc consistency 
contained therein. Being a member of thc “Scientific Ccm- 
mittee," I wish on behalf of those we represent, as well as 
those in search of the truth, to clear up thc misrepresenta- 

. tions we have been credited with; trusting also that you 
will give my statement as much credit, as you have 
those who were instrumental In occasioning the article 
“Justice." Bearing in mind that it is with great reluctance 
that either of thc “Committee” have been compelled to speak 
about this matter, (which we deemed for the present to be 
unwise) we do feel that it is necessary to remove any doubts 
that may exist “It is not our province, in the present article, 
to discuss or pass an opinion upon thc genuineness of Miss 
Fay’s mediumship,” but we do not intend being credited with 
statements which are ridiculously absurd to say tlie least. 
Being prompted by the approval of thc “London spiritual 
press,” as also by the “electrical tests of Mr. Crookes, 
F. R. S.” those of the “Scientific Committee” repaired to thc 
residence of Miss (?) Fay for an examination under test con
ditions, notwithstanding your idea that “she was entitled to 
respect, and to be received and assisted as a genuine medi
um.” ’TIs true “she announced herself ready to submit to 
any and all tests that might be imposed” by us, but unfortu
nately, when we were ready to submit our tests wc were met 
by all manner of restrictions, and wc quietly submitted her 
Xo her usual test; tliat of tying by strips of cloth. Now, 
Mr. Editor, did it ever occur to you that there are other ways 
of testing mediums save tliat of tying with strips of cotton 
cloth or paper?

Wc disapprove entirely of tapes, strips of cloth, court plas
ter, sealing wax, rings, wires, or, in short, any of the appli
ances now in use by many mediums. Wc have one simple 
test, and when we are allowed to apply it, then, and not until 
then will we be able to give those interested an account of 
an examination of the physical manifestation under test con
ditions. I will say here that the “committee” have never pro
nounced Miss (?) Fay’s manifestations as fraudulent, whatever 
thc inference may be to the contrary.

In reference to the other party, (who it seems we had en
gaged, for wc arc made to extend an invitation to a corres-
pondent of the Herald), I will say this :—this “Committee” 
were invited to the residence ot the lady in question, in 
addition to some ten or fifteen others, not with the (ntention 
of r.i/<wi£ Miss (?( Fay, but to see if it was not a possible 
thing to perform the same manifestations, without the aid of 
the invisibles. Myself and one other, were called upon to tie 
the lady,—for it was known that wc had tied Miss (?) Fay— 
and we tied her precisely in the same manner that we tied 
Miss (?) Fay; to relate here what occurred, would only be to 
repeat the article in the Herald, which was entirely de,old of 
any strawberry and cream or most bitter remarks, but ex
plained simply the facts.

One other charge and I am done; you say:—“These 
people were ready to believe, without further evidence, either 
pro. or con., that the manifestations were produced by her with
out the aid ot spirit power.” By what right you make tliat 
declaration, I am wholly at loss to know; when you say 
“tbpse people," you make a broad statement, for notwithstand
ing it would be reasonable to suppose that one with several 
years practice, could more readily produce these manifesta
tions, than one with only a few days bungling; we emphati
cally made thc statement then and there, that even then, with 
all that time for practice, it was no criterion that the manifes
tations produced by Miss (?) Fay were not of a spiritual 
origin.

By giving the foregoing space in your columns, you will at 
least be doing the “committee” “Justice.” Justice.

Wc give place to the communication of our correspon
dent, “one of thc committee of the American Spiritual Insti
tute,” who considers himself capable of judging of thc con
sistency of our remarks ; for we are very glad, at all times, 
to have an opportunity to verify , whatever statements we may 
make editorially, in the columns of the Scientist Our corres
pondent first speaks of the efforts of the Scientific Committee

to unearth the nuisance of fraud, and then, in a few para- 
' graphs below, disclaims any intention to pass an opinion upon 
the genuineness of Miss Fay's mediumship. He next certi
fies that they DID attend a seance for an examination under 
“test conditions,” which he wishes us to infer they did not

' get. Well, the committee are welcome to the inference 
which comes with the position they place themselves 
in by this declaration; for it.is a most positive fact

| that this same committee DID engage Miss Fay to give a 
public seance, under thc auspices of the American Spiritual 
Institute, at Rochester Hall, on the following Sunday eve-

i ning. Had they a right to give to the public as spiritual, that 
which they imagined might be something else ? We say now, 

I as we did last week, that this scientific committee were so 
. far satisfied with the genuineness of Miss Fay, that they ec- 
i gaged her services. If they had not sufficiently tested her, 

। if they were not allowed to apply that “simple test,” they had 
1 '^ r^'t to engage her, standing, as they do, between thc 

public and the mediums. Our correspondent says “the com
mittee have never pronounced Miss (?) Fay’s manifestations 
as fraudulent.” Perhaps not; but those who read his article 
can draw an inference as to the opinion of a minority of that 
committee, at least.

And here we would remark upon the punctuation in his 
communication ; it has used up a large number of our interro
gation points by inserting one each time the word Miss (?) is 
used. Such a use of the point, serves only to cast a reflec
tion ; what is intended is best known to its author.

As to the second part of the communication we have little 
to say, still holding, however, to the opinions we have previous
ly expressed. We consider it a bitter, unfair attack upon 
any person’s character to publish openly the charge, that a 
lady “was turned out of a boarding-house.” Especially when 
the proprietors declare the next day that the charge is without 
foundation. This imputation, we understand, was given forth 
by thc lady who was honored with the attendance of the 
Scientific Committee who desired to see an imitation of the 
performance which they considered sufficiently spiritual lo 
place before thc public, under the auspices of the society 
with which they were connected. ' But still “it was no crite
rion that the manifestations produced by Miss Fay, were not 
of a spiritual origin.” Precisely so; and consequently can 
be of little or no value in unearthing “FRAUDS,” and while 
mediums profess to be ready to submit to any tests, and some 
committee has a very “simple one,” which they desire to applp 
it needs no further directions from us as to what action ’hey 
should take in the premises.—[Ed. Spiritual Scientist.]

MRS. CORA L. V. TAPPAN IN AMERICA.
Just as we close our columns we have received a letter from 

Mrs. Tappan, the message of which it Is almost impossible to 
credit, and it will be learned with as much regret in many 
places as it was received by us. It is no less than to the 
effect that Mrs. Tappan's engagements at Liverpool and 
Southport arc the last she will at this time fulfil in England. 
She says—“ The guides last night have distinctly revealed to 
me that I am to go to America toward the end of this month.” 
Mrs.-Tappan will be in London from to-day till Monday, and 
no doubt her friends will make some arrangement to have a 
parting meeting and a few last words with her. The many 
plans for her continued usefulness in this country' are thus 
superseded, but no doubt there is a work to be done else
where, and while wc regret the sudden termination of our 
relations with our sister worker, wc are at the same time 
deeply grateful for what has been done. From what we can 
judge of the state of the platform in America, Mrs. Tappan 
will prove a much needed acquisition there at this time.— 
Medium and Daybreak.

We agree with the London Medium and Daybreak, in 
saying that Mrs. Tappan is needed on the platform of 
American Spiritualism, and her orations should be pho- 
nographically reported, that all, may be benefitted by 
them. The editor of the Medium has done valuable service 
in this respect, and we hope that a similar enterprising 
spirit will manifest itself in this country. Mrs. Tappan was 
to have made her faiewell address Sunday evening, Sept. 
12., and will arrive in New York, Oct. rsL, remaining 
tliere one week, after which she will visit tin’s city, The 
arrangements now making for her reception are not 
fully completed, but she will probably deliver one or two 
lectures. The winter will be spent in California. We 
bespeak for her a cordial welcome.
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THE BOOK OF SPIRITS.
BY ALLAN KARDEC.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH FOR SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST 
BY MRS. EMMA A. WOOD, OF WASHINGTON.

Kill.

The above observations lead us to say some words on 
another difficulty, that of the diversity that exists in the 

language of spirits.
Spirits being very different as to knowledge and morality 

it is evident that the same question may be solved in an 
opposite sense according to the rank they occupy, absolutely 
as if it were among men, propounded alternately to a scholar, 
an ignorant man, or a joker. The essential point, we have 
said, is to know whom we address.

But, they add, how is it that Spirits recognized to be 
superior do not always agree? We will say first, that inde
pendently of the cause we have just mentioned, there are 
others that might exercise a certain influence on the answers, 
setting aside the quality of the Spirits, this is a capital point of 
which study will give the explanation ; for this reason we say 
that these studies require regular attention, profound obser
vation, and above all, like all human sciences, connection and 
perseverance. It requires years to make even an ordinary 
physician, and three-quarters of life to make a scientist, and 
yet people expect in a few hours to acquire tlie science of 
infinity 1 Let no one deceive himself; the study of Spiritism 
is immense, it touches on every question of metaphysics and 
social order; it is a whole world opening before us ; should 
wc be astonished if it need time, and much time lo acquire 
it?

Besides the contradiction is not always as real as it may 
appear. Do we not daily see men professing tlie same 
science, vary in the definition they give of a tiling, be it that 
they employ different terms, or that they look upon it from a 
different standpoint, though the fundamental idea may be 
always the same ? Remember, if you can, the number of 
definitions given of grammar. Let us add also that the form 
of the answer often depends on the form of the question. It 
is then puerile to find a contradiction when often there is only 
a difference of words. Superior Spirits arc not tenacious as 
to form ; for them the depth of the thought is everything.

Let us take, for instance, the definition of the soul. This 
word having no fixed acceptation, Spirits may, the same as 
ourselves, differ in the definition they give of it; one may say 
it is the principle of life, another call it animal spark, a third 
say it is internal, a fourth that it is external, etc., and all will 
be right from their own standpoint It might even be 
believed that some of them profess materialistic theories, and 
yet that is nothing. It is the same with the word God\ this 
may be, the principle of all tilings, the Creator of the 
universe, the Sovereign Intelligence, the Infinite, the Great 
Spirit, etc., etc., and yet really it would always be God. 
Lastly let us cite the classification of Spirits. They form an 
intenupted series from the lowest degree up to the highest; 
this classification then is arbitrary; one may make it three 
classes, another five, ten or twenty at will, without, for that, 
being in error; all human sciences offer us such examples; 
each scientist to his system; systems change, but science is 
unchangeable. If one learn by the system of Ginnacus, of 
Jussien or of Tournefort, he will none the less understand 
botany. Let us cease then to give purely conventional 
things more importance than they deserve, and think only of 
what is truly serious, and oftentimes reflection will unveil to 
us in what seemed most divergent a similarity that, on the 
first inspection, had escaped us.

XIV.
We should pass lightly over one objection of certain 

skeptics on the subject of faults of orthography committed by 
some Spirits, were it not that it may give occasion to an 
essential remark. Their orthography, it must be said, is not 
always irreproachable; but one must be very short of reasons 
Io make this the object of serious criticism, saying that as 
Spirits know everything, they should know how to spelt 
Wc might remind them of the many sins of this kind, com

mitted by more than one savant in the world, which detracts 
nought from their merit; but there is in this fact a grave 
question. For Spirits, and especially superior Spirits, the 
idea is all, the form nothing. Disengaged from matter, tlieir 
language among themselves is rapid as thought, for it is 
thought Itself that is communicated without an intermediary ; 
they must, then, find themselves ill at ease when they are 
obliged, in order to communicate with us, to make use of the 
long and entangled forms of human language, particularly when 
we remember the insufficiency and imperfection of this lan- 
guage to give all their ideas ; this is what they themselves 
say; so it is curious to sec the means to which they often 
resort to diminish this inconvenience. It would be the 
same for us if we had to express ourselves in a language 
longer in its words and style, and poorer in its expressions 
than the one to which we arc accustomed. It is the annoy
ance the man of genius experiences, impatient of the slow
ness of his pen which is always behind his thought It may 
easily be conceived from this that Spirits attach but slight 
importance to the littleness of orthography, especially when 
grave and serious instruction is inquestion ; besides,is it not 
marvelous that they should express themselves indifferently 
in all languages and that they understand all? It must not 
be concluded from this that the convenlial correctness of 
language is unknown to them; they observe it when It is 
necessary; for instance, the poetry dictated by them often 
defies the criticism of the most hypercritical purist and this 
in spite of lite ignorance of the medium.

xv.
Again there arc people who find danger everywhere, and in 

everything they, do not know; so they do not hesitate to 
draw unfavorable consequences in that some persons in 
giving themselves up to these studies have lost their reason. 
How can they, as sensible men, sec in this fact a serious 
objection? Is it not the same with all intellectual preoccupa
tions on a weak brain ? Do they not know the number of 
idiots and maniacs caused by mathematical, medical, musical, 
philosophical and other studies ? Must these studies be 
banished on that account ? What does it prove ? By 
corporeal labor the arms and legs, which are the instruments 
of material action, are made lame; by intellectual labor the 
brain, the instrument of thought is lamed. But though the 
instrument may be broken, the Spirit is not for all that; it is 
intact; and when it is disengaged from matter, it does not 
the less enjoy the plenitude of its faculties. In his genus as 
man he is a martyr to labor.

All the great preoccupations of the Spirit may cause 
insanity; the sciences, arts, religion even, all furnish thejr 
contingent. Insanity has for its great cause first, an organic 
predisposition of the brain, which renders it more or less 
accessible to certain impressions. Given a predisposition to 
insanity, this will assume the character of the principal 
preoccupation which then becomes a fixed idea. This fixed 
idea may become that of Spirits to one occupied with them, 
as it might be that of God, of the angels, of the Devil, of 
fortune, of power, of an art, a science of maternity, of a 
political or social system. It is probable that the religious 
maniac might have been a Spiritist maniac had Spiritism been 
his dominant idea, as the Spiritist maniac might have been 
one uqdcr another form according to circumstances.

I say, then, that Spiritism is not specially privileged in this 
relation; but I go further; I say that well comprehended, it 
is a preservation against insanity.

Among the most numerous causes of cerebral, over-excite
ment must be reckoned, deceptions, misfortunes, thwarted 
affections which are at the same time the most frequent 
causes of suicide. How tlie true Spiritist sees the things of 
this world from so elevated a point; they appear to him so 
small, so petty compared to the future that awaits him; life is 
for him so short, so evanescent, that its troubles are, in his 
eyes, only the disagreeable incidents of a journey. What 
with another, would produce violent emotion, affects him 
moderately; besides he knows that the sorrows of life are 
trials which serve for his advancement, if he endures them 
without murmuring, because he will be recompensed accord
ing to the courage with which he has borne them. His con
victions give him resignation which preserves him from 
despair, and consequently from one incessant cause o1
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insanity and suicide. He knows (urtherrtore from his com
munications with Spirits, the fate of those who voluntarily 
abridge their days, and this picture is well calculated to 
make him reflect; also thc number is large who have been 
arrested on this fatal brink. This is one of the results of 
Spiritism, Let skeptics laugh as much as they desire, I wish 
them the consolations that arc granted to all those who have 
taken the pains to sound the mysterious depths.

To the number of causes of insanity, must be added fear, 
and fear of the Devil has deranged more than one brain. 
Can any one tell the number of victims that have been made 
by striking feeble imaginations with this picture, which is 
ingeniously made more fearful by hideous details ? The 
Devil, they say, frightens only little children ; it is a curb to 
make them good; yes, like Croquemitaine and the mere-wolf, 
and when they are no longer afraid, they are worse than 
before; and for this fine result they reckon not the number 
of epileptics, caused by the shock to a delicate brain. Relig
ion would be very weak if, wanting fear, its power could be 
compromised; happily it is not so; there are other means of 
acting on souls; Spiritism furnishes more efficacious and 
more serious means, if religion would know how to profit by 
them; it shows the reality of things, and by that neutralizes 
the fatal effects of an exaggerated fear.

[COXTIN VRP NEXT WERE. )

COMMUNICATION.
To the Editor of the Spiritual Scientist:

I am compelled to ask space in the columns of your very 
valuable paper, to make a brief reply to Mrs. Jennie Holmes’ 
second article of accusations against myself, published in 
the Banner of Light; and also to state a few facts which will 
give light to the public concerning the action of the editor 
of that paper, and his manner of dealing with those 
he not only asks, but expects to sustain him. The short 
statement, to which Mr. Colby in his editorial summing up 
refers as my “ reply to Mrs. Holmes,” was not my reply, but 
a simple synopsis of the evidence we could obtain, and 
which 1 promised to bring against Mrs. Holmes. Mr. Colby 
knows there is now in his office, my spet ific reply, in which 1 I 
produced such evidence as promised, with out the single 
exception of obtaining the sworn affidavits of the gentlemen 
who obtained the mask; the reasons for this omission 1 will 
make apparent before I close. In the same issue in which 
tlie Banner editor complains of not having space to publish 
Miss Hinman’s reply to Mrs. Holmes, th-re was more than 
three columns of worthless matter, which, if published at all, 
might have been postponed one week or six. Mr. Colby has 
given two columns to Mrs. Holmes, used by her in making 
charges and assertions, which carry upon their surface the 
evidence of their.own falsity; whilst he has persistently with
held everything in reference to the seances, the manner in 
which tliey were conducted, etc., that would give any light, or 
tell in any way against Mrs. Holmes. Thc whole space given 
to Mr. Wardweu, Mrs. Hussey, and myself, including his 
own comments upon Miss Hinman’s reply, is less than one 
column I The Hartford Times, to whom it appears Miss 
Hinman has sent her M.S., adminsters to him a just rebuke 
for his refusal to give her a hearing, saying that “honest 
journalism allows fair replies to personal charges.” In 
regard to Mrs. Holmes, 1 must say that the utter reckless
ness she displays, disregarding thc principles of truth and 
honor in concocting falsehoods, does not merit any consider
ation, either in choice of language, or mildness of expression. 
Mrs. Holmes is aware that she angrily refused every test 
proposed by myself and others ; she claimed the bag to be an 
all-sufficient test. With reference to her charges concerning 
Dr. Bloede, I wish to say, I met and asked him in presence 
of two witnesses whose affidavits I could command at any 
time, “Dr. Bloede, did 1 refuse to tell you Mrs Holmes's 
address?’* His answer was “No; you directed me to tlie 
house and I found it without the least difficulty.” “ Did I 
refuse you or any of your friends admission to the seances ? ” 
He again answered “ No.” And here it will not be out of 
place to state, as. additional evidence, that one evening I 
presented Hie Dr. with a complimentary ticket to the seance 
which he accepted, saying, “you are very kind.” Thus, it will 
be seen, Mrs. Holmes stands condemned by the mouth of 
her own witnesses. She tried to make a strong point against 
me, because 1 failed to pay her $45.00. In my reply to Mrs. 
Holmes, which the Banner editor refused to publish, but 
which has since been printed in the R. P. Journal, I proved 
the utter falsity of Mrs. Holmes’s^'Charges, by showing that 
my agreement- was made with her, in full faith that the mani
festations would be genuine, and was kept to the letter, until 
I was convinced that they were gross frauds; and longer 
than that my obligations to her could not be binding. The

money was offered Mrs, Holmes with an additional sum, if 
she would submit to the test wc desired, and thus prove thc 
genuineness of her manifestations ; in failing to do that, as 
she did, she had no moral right to the money. My letter to 

I Mrs. Holmes contains nothing that can be construed into a 
desire to make money, at her expense, as any candid reader 
can see. The professed letter, which Mrs. Holmes gives 
publication without a signature is, in my opinion, pui cly a 
fabrication; no person could have taken the position thc 
letter represents, as there was no trouble in any of the 
seances to attract me to her defence. There was no demand 
made upon Mrs. Holmes, beyond the mere suggestions of 
tests (which she always snappishly refused) until the last 
.evening, when the demand was made publicly for her to 
submit to thc test of being searched by ladies. Of its result 
thc public have already been apprised, and we have proof 
that at the date given, July 3d, Mrs. Holmes was not in 
Brooklyn, nor had she any intention of coming there. If she 
had such a friend, and there was a real author to the letter, 
why is the name withheld ? As a friend, incognito, is seldom 
worthy to be st)led such, and this friend, if indeed she have 
such, ought to know that no forth-coming work, written up 
without the evidence on both sides, and of all parties con
cerned, can carry any weight whatever in the public mind, 

j Mrs. Holmes charges have been made as assertions, coming 
■ from herself, without a particle of evidence presented to 
sustain them, nor is there any; they arc false and libelous, 
and an outrage upon those who would gladly have been her 
friends. Mrs. Holmes accusations against me, to the effect 
that thc mask secured, was by me deposited in the vault from 
which it was taken, evinces adepravity to which human nature 
having even the garb of respectability, seldom descends. I 
have a written statement over the signature of two gentlemen 
of unimpeachable character, concerning thc circumstances 
under which the mask was deposited and found, and further
more Mrs. Holmes was seen to go there, and go into this 
closet at midnight, and her action at the time, created great 
curiosity in the minds of those who observed it; and further
more, those gentlemen know that the mask which they found 
the very morning that Mrs. Holmes fled the city, was in their 
possession several days, before 1 was made aware of its being 
secured. And though these gentlemen readily gave me a 
statement of the facts and circumstances over their signatures, 
no argument has as yet been sufficient to induce them to 
consent to the publication of their names in connection with 
thc affair. While 1 am deprived of this, 1 am debased thc 
full vindication from these vile charges, from a still viler 
woman, which I otherwise might have. And Mr. Colby, in 
lending his influence to screen her, by shutting out thc evi
dence in the case, and showing only one side, becomes 
accessory to her frauds. Yours against fraud,

Geo. You no.
Brooklyn, Sept. 1875.

From the Morning (tun Fmnd»co) Ledger, Sept. m. 
A HAUNTED HOUSE.

'Phere is now a good opening for a responsible tenant at 
1 No. 59 Clemantina Street. The Dempsey family, who 

occupy the house, are about to remove. Several months ago 
strange and unearthly noises seemed to come from every 
part of the house. Doors opened and shut of their own 
accord; the keyholes gave out shrieks ; the floors groaned 
beneath the tread; the walls seemed sparkling with electrici
ty, they shocked thc nerves like a galvanic battery when 
touched in the dark. Tables refused to hold the lamps placed 
on them, twisting and turning and moving from the grasp. 
Voices invisible forboded evil A book was found that 
warned them by parallel and inuendo to leave their quarters 

I and retire. The family were just about doing so, when a 
week or two ago, Mary Dempsey, five years old, while playing 
with matches in thc cellar of the house, was burned to death. 
Her clothes took fire and the wind created by her motion 
while running up stairs burnt her so that she was terribly 
disfigured. No inquest was held, as she lived for many hours 
before dying. Next thc master of the house himself was 
taken sick with what is supposed to be typhoid fever. The 
man who nursed him, a Hout phlegmatic German, corrobo
rates his ■ story. Gory flesh, chunks of bloody meat flew 
towards the sick man, typical, perhaps, of this impending 
destruction. The house is a two-storied double house, with 
a basement The manifestations have taken place only on 
tlie Dempsey side of the house, and they and the terrified 
neighbors believe these tilings are wanjjngs of coming deaths. 
Former tenants of the house were never troubled in this way, 
but the facts here given arc substantially correct, let them 
be explained how they will.
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NEW EVIDENCE.
The casual student of Spiritual Science, cannot fail to 

discern a gradual improvement in the methods employed 
in experimenting in spiritual phenomena. Until within 
a few years, the facts obtained were more properly the 
results of observation, and of little value compared 
with the experiments which are now being made. In 
the past, the investigators taxed their ingenuity to deter
mine how the medium sho aid be secured so as to render 
it impossible for him to take part in the manifestations. 
That this has been unsatisfactory in many cases cannot 
be denied : seeking proofs of a medium’s honesty, usu
ally created disturbing influences, which affected the 
manifestations ; they had a tendency to arouse suspicion 
in the minds of the investigators, and awaken temptation 
on the part of the medium to supplement spirit power 
with their own, if possible, and thereby raise the exhibi
tion to the general average of those previously witnessed 
under more favorable conditions.

But now there is a new departure in the endeavors to 
secure evidence of spirit-intelligence which cannot be 
counterfeited by the .medium. Spiritualism is develop
ing its own scientists who are forcing upon the world 
such discoveries as cannot fail to attract public attention 
and awaken general enquiry. The latest and most im
portant announcement in this direction, is that made by 
Prof. William Denton, whose reputation as an author 
and lecturer, is a guarantee of his ability to arrange and 
successfully cany’ out the series of experiments, of which 
he gives an interesting account on another page. He 
has succeeded in obtaining casts of spirit fingers. 
The results now in his possession necessitates that the 
fingers representing them, should be capable of dissolv
ing in order to leave a perfect mould. It is a convincing 
and satisfactory evidence of the presence and power 
of spirit agency in producing materializations, and opens 
up a wide field for investigation.

What the future may bring forth, if this line of experi
ment can be carried to a successful issue, may be but a 
fulfilment of the wildest dreams of fancy. Within the 
range of probability, however, is the contemplation that 
instead of faces, scarcely recognizable in uncertain light, 
we shall have plaster casts, that will remain as evidence 
against any imputation, that we who witness the phenom
ena of materialization, are but thy victims of delusion. 
They can be submitted to the closest scrutiny by tlie 
strongest light, and possibly may be sufficiently exact to 
serve as an unfading answer to the problem, " If a man 
die shall he live again ? ” - '

Weare anxious to learn bow those scientists who so

readily invent theories will dispose of these facts. They 
discountenance the use of the rifle, because there is 
“ danger of shooting the medium," and if the medium 
isn’t shot, “ there is no proof that a materialized spirit 
was seen.” But here we have a simple experiment, 
almost absolute in its requirements that a power shall be 
present, outside of that possessed by medium or sitter, 
and its results remain to confound those who attempt to 
explain how they may be obtained. Unconscious cere
bration, epilepsy, or insanity cannot produce casts of 
SPIRIT FINGERS.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.
Our contemporary, the Banner of Light, has an 

editorial article, *• The New Departure," which reviews 
Col. Olcott’s letter in the Tribune, and a communication 
wherein Col. Olcott says, “ he has had direct conversa
tion with members of the parent Eastern Lodge of the 
Brotherhood of Luxor,” and then remarks on closing :

Let those who would get at the truth on this subject ask 
the Colonel two questions:

First: Have you had “direct conversation” with any per
sons, visible and tangible to your senses, who, not being 
mediums, could by mere forms and words, communicate to 
others, and available by them, produce “all the most startling 
phenomena of Modern Spiritualism ? ”

Secondly: Have you known materialized forms of spirits to 
be made to appear simply by the use of cabalistic words or 
forms of invocation, in the absence of mediums ?

We do not think it at all improbable that there arc hum
hugging spirits who try to fool certain aspirants to occult 
knowledge with the notion that there is such an art as magic, 
A spirit may possibly make a medium believe that by the 
use of certain words and forms the latter may Invoke and 
control spirits. But that there is a science, apart from 
mediumship and accompanying phenomena, and depending 
merely on a knowledge of forms and words, by the use of 
which spirit aid may be had, has never yet proved, and wc 
doubt it it ever will.*

"Has never yet been proved" to the writer of that 
article, nor to many others perhaps. Neither has Spirit 
ualism or Mesmerism been demonstrated to tlie masses. 
The simple declaration of the truth of this or any other 
science bears little or no weight. The student in Mes
merism knows that an operator, or spirit in the body, 
can, under certain conditions, control a subject, or spirit 
in the body. The investigator in Spiritualism, believes, 
that, under certain conditions, a spirit on/ of the body 
can control a spirit in the body. Is it illogical to con-, 
ceive that there may be another branch to this occult 
science which teaches how the spirit in the body, may 
control the spirits ou/ of the body?

Spiritualism, through its teachers, has taught that the 
medium and sitters should be in a “ passive" condition— 
in other words, the circle negative, and the force con
trolling positive, in order to secure the best manifesta
tions. And what has been the result ? Simply to place 
the medium- and sitters at the mercy of such spirits as 
might be present. The “-mind” of the investigator, its 
"positive" or “ receptive" condition, has been a fruitful 
subject for discussion. It is known that an exercise of 
the will, can destroy the power of a control. Can we 
not see in all this some proof of the possibility of the 
existence of a science “ apart from mediumship and its 
accompanying phenomena, and depending merely on a 
knowledge of forms and words, by the use of which spirit 
aid may be had ? ”

We think the science of Mesmerism, and what little is 
known of mediumship, are propositions that will warrant 
the inference of the existence of a system by which a 
spirit ont of the body can be controlled by one in the 
body. Admit that the spirit world is governed by 
certain laws, and the possessor of a knowledge of those 
laws is enabled to control the spirits amenable to them. 
What is the power required ? THE WILL. Evidence:
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that in Mesmerism, an outside force sometimes attempts 
to interfere with the operator and take control of the 
subject The will of the operator holds the subject, and 
virtually the former has controlled or conquered, the 
opposing force, or spirit. Why does the will of an 
investigator interfere with spiritual manifestations ?

That our thoughts will draw our spirit friends, is 
believed by the majority of Spiritualists, If such a 
simple exercise of the mind can have this effect, does it 
require a very fertile imagination to conceive of a circle 
composed of positive minds having power to command 
such as are wanted to be present, and then to control 
them to derise information concerning the unseen world 
and its hidden truths ?

It is not necessary that we should declare our belief 
in the existence of such a science. Those who study and 
understand, can form an opinion for themselves. Wc 
have presented the above thoughts for the consideration 
of our readers. By an exercise of reason one can soon 
understand by intuition. The subject is awakening 
considerable attention, not only in this country but in 
Europe The American Spiritual Magazine has a 
department where questions are answered by a medium 
under control, and among other questions asked and 
answered, we quote the following as appropriate :

Question—From all past time there has come to us through 
tradition, and through half-sup prosed foot-notes, a story, that 
men who knew the way and the formula, could summon to 
their aid and counsel, spirits who have certain superhuman 
mundane powers, but who are supposed not to belong to the 
best, or even a good order of spirits. There is a belief that 
men hold communion of the kind at the present day, calling 
it the “ black art”—how far is there truth in the above ?

Answer—There is an art known as the black art still in 
existence. This was what in olden times the Persian Magi 
exercised. It is the power of spirit over spirit. To this day 
the knowledge is retained among thc Medes, Persians and 
Arabs. They have introduced it into many countries. It is 
known to many of France and German)', and exercised to a 
considerable extent This power has sometimes through 
man resulted in evil. Thc same can be said of all knowledge 
where man has thc power. That it attracts bad spirits can 
only be said when the spirit in man is impure and prone to 
evi'. The art is great, one of the wonderful results of scien
tific researches, and can only be understood after long and 
earnest labor. The Magi of Persia werc held in high repute ; 
were often called to act as counselors to kings. There is no 
witchcraft, nothing of veudoo incantation in this ancient art. 
The Magi invoked the good demons, and with religious cere
monies opened their exercises. With judicious discipline it 
can be brought to bear upon principles wilh such force that 
the will of one man could remodel and change the entire laws 
of a country, through his will over the masses. It shows 
itself in an incipient stage to-day. All through the human 
family you see the workings of tlie willpower; the action of 
the strong will over thc weak. It is a science of wonderful 
merit, which, in time, will, through some clear, unselfish soul, 
be revealed to all mankind, giving a new impetus to govern
ments.

CLAIRVOYANCE.
MARVELOUS DEVELOPMENT OF A PRESBYTERIAN MINUTER. 

HE IS ALSO A TRANCE MEDIUM.

he Nashville American, publishes a long article concerning 
a Presbyterian minister, who sings hymns and delivers

Sermons while in an unconscious trance state. He is clairau- 
dient, and also has the power in his natural state to find lost 
articles, and tell of events transpiring at a distance. The 
American gives us the following information concerning his 
development:

“ In these days of spiritual manifestations and materializa
tions of shadows, it may be of interest to our readers to Icarfi 
there is a first-class medium in the neighboring State of 
Alabama, who far outdoes all the Fosters, Holmes, or Rosses, 
and yet claims nothing for his extraordinary powers but the 
great misfortune of an attack of sickness, that by its peculiar 
effects upon thc brain has enabled him ever since to, as it 
were, disengage his soul from his body and send it on an 
exploring expedition.

He is a humble minister of thc Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, and always feels humbled and humiliated after one 
of his trances. He Is in middle age, and in all respects

healthy. He is a married man, and lives in North Alabama, 
and though we withhold his name, as a notoriety of this kind 
is never agreeable to him, we nevertheless feel it due to society 
to tell them of this extraordinary’ man, who could, if he wished 
it, produce a No. i sensation as a Spiritualist and yet is 
content to pursue his humble path as a Christian, and not 
impose his misfortune on the community as a gift.

He bad no evidence of unusual powers until after bis 
youth. Then, after marriage, he had a severe attack of fever, 

! with congestion of the brain, and large quantities of quinine 
i were used. So soon as recovery took place this condition 
began. He is familiarly known as thc “sleeping preacher," 
and great curiosity is felt wherever he goes to witness one of 
these sleeping performances.”

Here follows a graphic description of a seance, written by 
one of the leading Presbyterian ministers of thc Church, who 

| says;
“When questioned about these somnambulistic sermons,he 

knows nothing about them; not even a dream of it has left 
its shadowy trace behind. This is not the only result of his 
sleep. If he is sitting by a table waiting when this spell 
comes on, he continues to write’ but not on the subject that 
engaged his thoughts, and he awakes to find sometimes thc 
strangest revelations, one or two of which wc have appended.”

Of these we extract the following, to us exceedingly, 
remarkable, xs we have heard thc same revelations in almost 
thc exact language even to thc sentiment concerning “blood 
money.” Thc location then named was on the Massachusetts 
Coast, and is to us, a well known spot Of course such 

। communications are without any value, for no opportunity is 
afforded to test their truth; but it is nevertheless noticeable 

! that the opinion concerning “influences” of “blood money,” 
are not confined to any one authority. The American says:

“ He told a friend, in one of his visions, he saw, as if a long 
while ago, a vessel wilh a large quantity ol gold on board and 
sailing for this country. He saw a mutiny on board, and the 
mate and officers murdered. He saw thc schooner run into 
thc mouth of a certain creek on the sea shore, and at a certain 
spot, washed in a certain way, he saw them remove the gold 
to the shore and at the same time scuttle thc vessel. Three 
men onlv were engaged in it, and they buried thc gold al a 
well-marked spot. Here, they separated, and being afraid to 
come for it, soon it transpired that they were all three killed 
or died, and thc gold was left undisturbed in its hiding place, 
and there it still rests in its bed. “ Why don’t you go and 
get it ? Would you know thc spot ?" “ Yes, I can go there 
and put my hand on the box, but it is ill-gotten gold. Il Is 
blood money, and it will carry a curse with iL” And no 
argument would alter his determination or make him reveal 
its hiding place to any one."

Much of the evidence would seem to indicate that many of 
his powers arc but the results of the exercise of his own 
faculties unaided by spirit power. It is aid among his 
neighbors he can read any letter through its envelope. The 
whole neighborhood apply to him when anything is lost, and 
he can always, if asked while in a trance, answer correctly.

His powers of clairaudicnce must bc wonderfully developed. 
He remained at home during one church service, but wrote 
down at once a text divided into various heads and made a 
synoposjs of the sermon, giving the leading arguments. This 
was shown that evening to the Methodist minister who deliv
ered it, and others, and they all recognized it as almost the 
literal sermon.

It is said that if asked where any missing article or property 
is, he at once sees it and is able to tell its precise location. 
A boy stole his wife's breastpin, and on being informed of its 
loss, Mr.----- without any hesitation named thc party who had 
it, and it was recovered.

Thc American concludes by saying :
“ How can these things be ? That they are so is unques

tionable, as Drs. Provine, Baird, and Blake will testify; but 
how they arc so, puzzles the scientific mind. Mr.----- scouts 
the idea of spirits aiding him, and will not, under an? circum
stances, receive money for any information, nor will he give 
lhe information, if asked for it, at any other time except while 
under the influence of his epileptic or cataleptic exacerbation.”

NOTICES.
Bound volumes of thc Scientist containiny the first 

52 numbers of the paper. Price $3.50. Only a few 
copies on hand.

Tlie price of the Spiritual Scientist from date, is SIX 
CENTS.



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
For the Spiritual Scientist 

'•THE FIRST SHALL BE LAST, AND THE LAST 
SHALL BE FIRST.”

BY ). M. PEEBLES.

That each atom of matter follows the line of Its strongest at
traction, and that the law df force moves in the direction of 

the least resistance, are affirmations that require no proof. It 
is the weakest point in the dam that gives away under the 
pressure the Spring flood. It is the most tender and sensi
tive buds that quickest respond to -the touch of April sun
beams.

Now, then, as the spirit-world lies all around us like a cir
cling mantle, and as it is a world of positive activities, con
tinually pressing upon (Ais, where, or with what class of 
minds should we naturally expect to witness the first exhibi
tion of spiritual manifestations. Certainly with the impres- 
sional and negative ; if not the weak and superstitious. This, 
comparatively true to-day, was eminently true in Jesus’ time 1 
“I thank thee, O Father,” exclaimed the Nazarene, “because 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent and 
hast revealed them unto ‘babes.’ ” Here these mediumistic 
jiiermen and herdsmen—tlie twelve apostles—are denomi

nated “babes” in contradistinction from wealthy Pharisees, 
swollen with pride and conceit. Paul penned the same 
thought in these words: “Not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty; not many noble arc called ; but God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; 
and the weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty."

The Christianity of the New Testament—synonymous in 
my estimation with modem Spiritualism rightly interpreted— 
found its first converts among the poor and the uncultured. 
It was “the common people,” according to the Evangelist, 
that “heard Jesus gladly." But spiritual forces are aggres
sive, and truths more than "nine days’ wonders." The spirit
ual phenomena and divine teachings of Jesus and the apos
tles, getting a strong hold of the peasants of Palestine, Chris
tianity began to ascend to the higher classes, till finally it 
overwhelmed the philosophers and orators, even of Remo 
and Alexandria, becoming in Constantines’ reign the count- 
theology of an empire.

The late cycle, the modem w/ve of Spiritualism, was decid
edly humble in origin. The impressional and emotional of 
Hydesville, N. Y., first cradled the messenger. The church 
sneered. The aristocratic clung closer to their idols. The 
scientific were too deeply absorbed in the purely intellectual 
to catch the cry—A future existence demonstrated! Faith 
a fruition !

The years went gliding by, and now SpiritualismJike a 
mighty rolling river,—bearing on its surface, to be sure, con
siderable froth and flood-wood,—has become such a recog
nized power that one of our ablest American clergymen re
cently said that “Spiritualism strengthens hope and settles 
faith in immortality.” And what is more encouraging, scien
tific men, especially in Europe, are giving it respectful atten
tion. England, Russia and other continental countries of the 
old world are leading us in the line of critical investigation 
and physical research. American scientists arc not only lag
gards, but slaves cringing at the feet of that imperial tyrant, 
“public opinion I” Enough of this grandiloquent Fourth-of- 
July talk about freedom and moral independence—enough of 
this sham and swagger I Down on your knees, members of 
American Scientific!?) Associations, and do honor to William 
Crookes, F. R. S., editor of the London Quarterly Journal of 
Science; to Cromwell F.Varley, F. R. S.,the leading electrician 
of England ; to Alfred R. Wallace, the naturalist; to Camille 
Flammarion, the astronomer; and many others in Europe 
famous for scholarly attainments.

Mr. Crookes, discover of the metal thallium, and light as a 
force, says that Baron Humboldt, at a dinner sometime prior 
to his death, at which Spiritualism came up as the subject of 
conversation, made this observation touching spiritual phe
nomena : “The facts are undeniable; it remains for science 
to furnish an explanation of them.” What Emerson is to 
America, Von Fitche, son of the distinguished Johann Gott
lieb Fitche, is to Europe. Presented a copy of ProL Hare’s 
work, (entitled “Spiritualism Scientifically Demonstrated”) by 
Gregor Constantine Wittig, he returned the following reply;

• "Stuttgardt, July 7th, 1871.
My Dear Sir : Accept my wannest thanks for Hare’s 

work, which had you not sent it to me, would probably have 
escaped my notice. 1 made myself acquainted with its con
tents without delay, and can state the following as being my 
present impression in relation thereto. As to its revelations 
concerning the world beyond, they seem to me to be of the 
highest importance, because they not only, at least for the 
most part, harmonize with those which have been given by 
other spiritual seers, but because they are intrinsically reason
able, Godworthy and truly cheering. I myself have the great
er reason to think them valuable, as they essentially agree 
with the principles of my own psychological investigation, 
which is entirely independent of them. 1 refer to that which 
is really essential and decisive, laying aside a great deal that 
is unessential in these "revelations," (such as the demonstra
tion of the existence of spiritual spheres which are said to 
surround our planet,) &c.

“As to my present position in regard to ‘Spiritualism,’ I had 
an opportunity last year of becoming acquainted with its 
phenomena and testing them repeatedly. This was through 
my personal acquaintance with Baron Guldcnstubbe and his 
sister, who spent the Winter of 1869-70 at Stuttgardt, and 
who honored me with their lull confidence. / have come lo 
the conclusion that it is absolutely impossible to account for 
these phenomena, save by assuming the action of a super
human influence. • • • I feel deeply interested in the 
cause, for 1 am by no means unaware of its high importance, 
both in a religious and social point of view. I shall therefore 
be grateful to you if you will continue your communications, 
and I assure you and your worthy friend, Councillor Aksakoff, 
of my most grateful appreciation of the indefatigable zeal 
with which you so perseveringly devote your powers to that 
cause. Yours with nigh respect,

“J. H. Von Fichte.
“To Mr. Gregor Constantin Wittig, Breslau.”
When in England for the first time, several years since, I 

was frequently at the residences of the Varleys, the Crookes, 
And other scientific gentlemen. Lecturing Sundays upon 
Spiritualism during a period of five months and a half, in the 
Cavendish Rooms, London, I was very often honored with 
the presence of Alfred R. Wallace. Occasionally his excel
lent family accompanied him. During this October, saddest 
month of all the year, I am to lecture in Washington, D. C., 
and I query whether or no ProL Henry will attend the lec
tures. The inquiry should provoke no smile ; for Spiritual
ism, spanning tlie whole realm of matter and spirit, is the 
science of all sciences. Humiliating as it may be, there is a 
bravery, a noble independence, manifest in Europe touching 
the claims of Spiritualism not seen in America, and so “the 
last shall be first, and the first last."

Hammonton, N. J.

^ciejitific.

For.tbe Spiritual Socntht.
CASTS OF SPIRIT FINGERS.

BY WILLIAM DENTON.

Seventeen years ago, through Miss Jordan as a medium, 1 
obtained at Muncie, Indiana, impressions of the hand of a 

spirit, on the surface of smoothed flour putty and clay, and 
outlines of hands drawn by the spirits upon paper, all of them 
larger than the hand of the medium, which lay upon the table 
in full light while the outlines were being drawn beneath it, 
the medium and I being the only persons in tlie room.

Similar outlines were made for me in Buffalo twelve years 
ago, Mrs. Swain being the medium, under similar conditions, 
one of tlie outlines representing a larger hand than I ever 
saw belonging to any person.

1 have long thought that if casts of such hands could be 
obtained, they would be of great service in convincing scep
tics of the existence of spiritual beings, who can, under favo
rable conditions, manifest themselves to the dwellers in the 
body.

Having found a ready way of obtaining moulds from fingers 
by means of melted paraffine, I wrote a note to John Hardy, 
the husband of Mrs. Hardy, the medium, and requested an 
opportunity to sit with Mrs. Hardy and try to obtain casts of 
the spirit hands that have been so frequently seen at her 
seances. He courteously replied that they would be glad to 
give me an opportunity to experiment. Of the method I 
wrote not a word. On Thursday last, with half a pound of
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paraffine and a package of plaster, I went to Hardy's, and wc 
proceeded at once to experiment

A table Lur feet long and two feet wide was placed in the 
centre of thc front parlor, and over it, reaching down to the 
floor, were placed a quilt and a piano cover, so as to make it 
nearly dark under the table. A common bucket was nearly 
filled with hot water, in which thc paraffine was dissolved, 
and floated upon the surface. By dipping the finger in this 
and carefully detaching the adhering paraffine a very perfect 
mould can be obtained, which, when plaster is poured into it, 
gives an exact cast of thc finger.

The bucket was placed under the table, near thc centre, and 
Mrs. Hardy sat down at one end of the tabic, Mr. Hardy and 
myselfon either side; their hands lay on thc table in full sight 
before me, and no other persons were in the room, the doors 
of which were closed.

In a short time movement was heard under the table, and 
then the water was disturbed. A request was made by raps, 
the alphabet being called, and Mrs. Hardy, in accordance 
with it, placed her hand a few inches down the side of the 
table, between thc quilt and the piano cover, not changing 
her position in thc chair, and brought up first small fragments 
of paraffine, then larger fragments, and eventually moulds, 
first of small fingers, then larger and very large, and then ex
tremely minute. While this was going on, by placing my 
hand down the side of the table I could feel hands, and at 
one time saw three tiny, fair fingers, no larger than those of a 
child three years old.

Before thc close of thc seance, Moses A. Dow and John 
Wetherbee came in, and a few of thc moulds were made in 
their presence.

DESCRIPTION OF THE CASTS OF THE SPIRIT FINGERS.

No. t is the cast of a finger looking like, as tt was claimed 
to be, that of a girl three years old. It is one and one-eighth 
inches long, and from the centre of the nail to the centre of 
the finger opposite is three-eights of an inch ; the nail, which 
is well defined and very convex, is five-sixteenths of an inch 
long and one-fourth of an inch broad. There are no ridges 
of tlie skin visible, ^but thc surface has a ruffled and folded 
appearance in places, as if the finger had been covered with 
some very'delicate membrane that had been pushed or drawn 
out of place. Although quite long enough for them to show, 
there are no indications of either the first or second joint. 
Thc end of thc finger is plump, beautifully rounded, and ex
tends beyond thc end of the nail. It is thc cast, I tliink, of 
the middle finger.

No. 2 is nearly of the same length as number one, which it 
closely resembles; it is somewhat smaller and the nail is a 
little narrower. In every other respect it resembles No. I.

No. 3. A cast from a finger of thc same hand. The mould 
was considerably injured hi taking it off. It is, I think, the 
cast of the forefinger. The description of No. r and No. 2 
applies to this also.

No. 4 measures three-fourths of an inch ; thc nail is a little 
shorter and narrower than that of the others. Thc cast is, 1 
think, that of the little finger.

No. 5 is, I think, the thumb of tlie same hand. It meas
ures one and one-fourth inches, and shows the joint quite 
plainly, though no ridges of the skin are visible or furrows at 
the joint. The nail measures nearly seven-sixteenths of an 
inch in length and a little more than five-sixteenths in breadth, 
while from the centre of the nail to thc centre of the thumb 
opposite is three-eighths of an inch.

No. 6 is the cast of what appears to be the end of the fin- 
f;erof a child about a year old. It measures half an inch in 
ength, and is very plump. The nail, which is very well de

fined, is three-sixteenths of an inch long and about the same 
breadth. This cast, it was said, was from the finger of a 
Negro baby.

No. 7 is the cast of a thumb to the first joint, and Is very 
perfect If tlie cast of a grown person’s, it must have been 
that of a delicate lady. The distance from the end of the 
finger to thc first joint is an inch; thc nail is half an Inch 
long and seven-sixteenths of an inch broad at the end. The 
ridges and furrows of the skin are very distinctly visible, as 
much so as those upon any ordinary thumb of its size, while 
the ridges at the joint and the wrinkles on the upper surface 
of the thumb are much more strongly defined than is usual.

No. 8 is apparently the cast of the end of a toe. The nail 
is very small in proportion to thc size of the toe. The cast is 
three-fourths of an inch long, but is imperfect on the under 
side. The nail is one-fourth of an inch long, and nearly three 
eighths wide at the end. The toe at thc end is five-eighths 
of an inch wide. Tlie surface is marked with the furrows and 
ridges of the skin quite distinctly,

No. 9 is a cast of tlie end of a very large thumb, with a 
small nail for the Size of the thumb. One side of it is Imper
fect, but measuring from thc Centre of thc nail to thc side of 
the thumb it is one and three-feurths inches broad at the base 
of thc nail. Thc nail is eleven-sixteenths of an inch long 
and five-eighths of an inch broad at the end. The surface is 
marked with ridges and furrows, but they arc much finer than 
might be expected for so large a thumb. The whole surface 
is exceedingly delicate and marked near thc base of the 
thumb with fine papilla- between thc ridges. The hand to 
correspond with such a thumb must be enormous.

In answer to our questions, it was said to be thc thumb of 
‘"Big Dick,” a Negro who has frequently manifested at Mrs 
Hardy’s seances, which furnished thc mould.

In addition to these, wc received impressions of the palms 
of three different hands. One with lines very large and 
coarse, corresponding with a hand of great sixe; a second 
that might be of thc palm of a lady; and thc third very fine 
and delicate, apparently from thc hand of a child.

I am quite sure that thc hands of Mrs. Hardy were never 
, nearer to the bucket containing thc paraffine than about two 
feet, and the casts are all of them different from thc digits of 

1 every person who was present at thc time they were made.
What may wc not expect? 1 think wc may have before 

long casts of perfect hands and feet and masks of the face, 
। and doubt in reference to the return of your friends on the 

part of those sincerely desirous of knowing thc truth will no 
longer exist.

Wellesley, Sept 17th, 1875.
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS.

The first attempt that I made to obtain casts of spirit hands 
was made at thc house of Mr. Eddy, Orange, Mass., through 
Mrs. Emma E. Weston as a medium, and in thc presence of 
Eugene L. Eddy, through whom thc medium had been ob 
tained and the materials for thc experiment provided. Wc 
obtained moulds of several fingers beautifully perfect; yet, 
although it did not seem possible that any deception could 
have been practised, and the medium's hands were tied will' 
cord and bound with adhesive plaster when the last mould 
was formed, yet we were sadly chagrined to find on compar
ing the casts from these moulds with those that wc subse
quently obtained from thc medium's fingers, they so closely 
resembled each other that tliey could hardly be distinguished, 
and a scar present on the medium's hand was faithfully rep
resented on the cast of the supposed spirit's fingers.

If it was indeed true that casts of the medium’s fingers 
could be obtained, and at thc same time the corporeal fingers 
of thc medium not be used for thc purpose, it was an impor
tant fact, and it would help to solve a great deal that had 
perplexed many persons in their investigations into spiritual 
phenomena; but 1 was not satisfied. With all our care, it 
seemed to be just possible that thc medium might have 
reached thc paraffine, since her hands were under thc table, 
and this formed the moulds.

Following tills came thc experiments at Mrs. Hardy’s, 
detailed in my last article. In tlie meantime Mr. Eddy had 
been busy at Orange, experimenting with his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Allen (thc well-known “Allen Boy") of which he had in
formed me by letter; and when I arrived at Orange yester
day, I found that he had obtained through him, no less than 
five casts, thc perfect of which had four attached fingers. I 
am quite sure, from experiments that I have made, that no 
person could get his hand out of the paraffine mould from 
which thc least perfect cast was formed, and leave the mould 
entire. Indeed it is quite impossible to get a mould of one 
finger beyond the knuckle, for the finger is narrower beyond 
it, and the mould invariably breaks in thc attempt to pul) it 
out.

Thc most perfect cast that he obtained Jies before me. It 
is 6 1-8 Inches long, from the cut of the middle finger to thc 
end of the palm; it is not entire however, and probably ex
tended In the original hand about one-half an inch farther. 
It represents the hand of a man of more than medium size, 
not tall, but strongly built The middle finger measures at 
thc knuckle an inch across. The ridges, furrows and wrinkles 
of the skin over thc entire surface are almost as perfect as 
on an ordinary human hand. It is curved so that when a 
ruler is laid on the inside of the middle finger and the end of 
the palm, there is a hollow at the centre of the palm of 9 1-6

________________ -
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di an inch. Between the ball of the thumb and the palm of 
the hand is a furrow 3 1-8 of an inch deep, thc lines of tlie 
skin are perfect all over it. Between the base of the thumb 
and the base of the forefinger is also a deep and very narrow 
furrow, in which the lines of the skin appear to be equally 
perfect.

Mr. Eddy informed me that he took Mr. Allen into a dark 
closet, with a pail of paraffine, which was placed upon the 
floor; the two sat opposite to each other, Mr. Allen's hands 
were bound with cord, then more securely fastened with ad
hesive plaster, and lastly he held his thumbs during the 
whole sitting. When light was admitted, there lay upon the 
floor, the mould of an entire hand; but very large at the 
wrist, as. its size had been Increased to liberate the hand. 
Other casts were obtained at other sittings; but they all 
closely resembled Mr. Allen’s hand.

I found that Mr. Eddy had also obtained an absolutely 
perfect mould in paraffine, of a hand up to the wrist, through 
Mrs. Weston as the medium. This he had not filled with 
plaster, as he considered its spiritual origin was more clearly 
evident In that shape. In no other possible way could it 
have been obtained than by the hand having shrunk or been 
dissipated out of it. It is the hand of a woman, but whether 
simHar to that of Mrs. Weston remains to be seen.

In’a few minutes after my arrival at Orange, the paraffine 
was prepared and Mr. Eddy, Mrs. Weston and I sat down 
for another experiment, in a light room, and no other person 
present The paraffine had a heat of about 1800 Fahrenheit 
It was in a wooden bucket which we placed under a table; 
when we darkened the space beneath it with quilts. The 
medium's hands were firmly bound and secured with adhesive 
plaster, and Mr. Eddy and I sat together at one side of the 
table, the medium silting at the end.

In twenty-four minutes raps were heard, and on looking 
under the table, there lay a pearly hand upon the floor, that 
certainly was not there previously.

The cast from this, Is that of a medium-sized man's hand 
(the medium had urged the spirits to make a different hand 
from hers.) It measures 47-8 inches from the end of the 
forefinger to the middle of the palm, beyond which it does 
not extend, and it is 2 3-4 inches wide. As far as made It is 
very perfect Every line of the skin is distinct, and even the 
impressions of hairs are visible on the backs of two of the 
fingers. The little finger seemed slightly deformed. A line 
drawn through the centre of the base of the finger and the 
knuckle would pass to the outer edge of the nail instead of 
its centre. The hand is entirely distinct from tliat of every 
one who was present I have no doubt that we shall have 
before very long casts of perfect limbs and masks of the 
face.

Brattleboro, Vermont, Sept 2t, 1875.

MATERIALIZATION.

Messrs. Colby, Rich, Wilson, and Day of the Banner of 
Light, accompanied by Dr. Pike and Mrs. Wilson, have 

recently visited a newly developed materializing medium in 
Portland, and devote nearly five columns of space to descrip
tions of the extraordinary phenomena witnessed by them. 
They are united in expressing their earnest conviction that 
they were brought face to face with the materialized spirit of 
the late Mrs. J. H. Conant, into whose eyes they were per
mitted to look, whose hand they took, whose caresses they 
received and whose familiar smile they recognized beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, unless the evidence of the human senses 
is altogether unreliable. We copy from the Banner of 
Light:

The first manifestation which spoke the presence of the 
invisible operators was the coming oLa delicately-formed 
hand, which seemed to wave a welcome to the party. This 
hand made its appearance on the side furthest from the me
dium, and seemed to push both parts of the curtain over 
toward her. Then came a hand and arm; two hands and 
arms at one time seemed to salute.-the people; finally the 
curtain moved slowly aside, giving place to a female appari
tion clothed’In dazzling whiteness, but whose face could not 
be distinguished, being covered by a delicate lace veil, the 
figures upon which were distinctly visible to those who, as 
they were invited by her waved hand, went up ta the-curiain 
and gazed at her at a distance of less than one foot. During 
the entire evening this one apparition continued to come, and 
each member of our party drew near, as invited; some were

patted by the spirit affectionately upon the head or cheek, 
some joined hands with her, and all were privileged to look 
into her face at the close proximity which we have cited.

Dr. Pike received from the hand of this visitor from thc 
realm of the unseen a sprig of white gladiolus—no flowers of 
tliat species being in the garden of Air. Palmer; and subse
quently she made her appearance with the delicate tissue of 
her white dress gathered up in her hands and lit up with the 
bright hues of geranium blossoms and other flowers, and thc 
green tints of the money plant. These flowers she essayed 
to pass out to us as we responded to her invitation to come 
to the curtain ; but before we had succeeded in getting near 
enough for the purpose of reaching them, the power of 
materialization seemed to be leaving her, and she hastily 
handed to us one spray, scattering the rest at the feet of Mr. 
and Mrs. Rich aud Dr. Pike. As this was transpiring wc 
were at a position so near that we distinctly saw thc white 
dress she tried to hold up in her hands fade out of her grasp 
as she receded within the folds of the curtain.

One thing was strongly marked during thc seance, and that 
was the variation of this figure as it appeared from time to 
time; when first It became visible its hands had a most un
lifelike aspect, and were much too large in proportion to thc 
arms, but gradually they seemed to reach tlieir right shape; 
and the figure, too, Improved in symmetry of form, standing 
out finally as objectively to the eye as did thc body of any 
one present. Tne face continued to be the object of the 
most anxious search by our party, thc interest reaching at 
length almost painful intensity, as each one went up to the 
curtain. Our first view failed to place the features, but at the 
second, some minutes after, we distinctly saw the eyes, and 
their old expression too, as they gazed upon us, which told us 
that the form before us was none other than thc materialized 
presence of our old friend and co-laborer, Mrs. J. H. Conant.

The medium who is a highly respectable lady, shrinks from 
publicity, and the Banner is not permitted to give her name 
to the public, although it is well known to many Spiritualists 
While stated in the cabinet her dress was pinned to thc cabi
net, outside of the curtain, and constantly visible during thc 
time the apparition was in view, thus rendering it impossible 
for the medium to have personated the spirit

ELEMENTARY SPIRITS.

Col. Henry S, Olcott writes to the Tribune tliat it Is his 
belief, after much study and experimentation, that 1 

majority of the phenomena attributed to agency of disembodied 
human spirits are, in fact due to another class of beings, 
who do not partake of our future existence, who have intelli
gence and craft but not yet that immortal breath of God 
which we call the soul, and the Occultists thc Augmides (Aigo 
eides)—in short, to the “elementary spirits.’1. What these 
creatures are may be ascertained, he says, by the diligent 
and Intelligent student who chooses to consult tlie standard 
works written upon thc Hermetic and other Occult philoso
phies. In brief, adds Col. Olcott, they bear about the same 
relation to man as he exists upon this and other inhabited 
planets as the sketch of thc artist to the finished painting. 
He proceds to describe them, however, and giving a minute 
account of their depraved and frivolous moral condition, it 
appears that they are the spirits of future human beings wait
ing to be born upon this sphere. But besides these “elemen
tary spirits” there is a “large residuum of real apparitions,1 
who give genuine messages through mediums. Col. Olcott 
comes to support this theory of the Occultist, because the 
“embryonic men” account for the incongruities, contradic
tions, puenlities and disgusting features” of the spiritualistic 
manifestations. Thc letters of CoL Olcott have brought out 
from three well-known scientific gentlemen belonging to tlie 
Liberal Club of New York City, a card over tlieir own names, 
in which they say:

Some years ago, the “unspirilual members,” of thc club 
suggested that thc undersigned, being one physicist, one 
physician who made a specialty of nervous diseases, and one 
lawyer, with such assistants as they might find necessary, 
should act as a committee to investigate “spiritual facts and 
phenomena," within this city or vicinity. This committee 
have been and still are waiting for more business. This offer 
Is not made to gratify an idle curiosity, It has seemed to us 
that “the phenomena,” even if they are not “facts of Spirit
ualism,” may have a scientific value. So far as we have been 
able to discover, however, we find no “spirit hypothesis” 
needed to account for them. They all fall quite readily under 
one or more of the following categories:—1. Fraud ; 2. Illu
sion ; 3. Delusion; 4. Disease.

If any man or woman can produce or knows of phenomena 
that they will assert upon their honor that they believe cannot 
be so produced, the undersigned will give such phenomena and 
their conditions a careful, and as far as possible, a scientific 
investigation.
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How To Form A Spirit Circle.
It is alcuhlcd tMt one person in every seven might 

become a medium by observing the ;»n*pcr conditions. 
The thousands of Spiritualists have, in most cxso, 
arrived at their conclusions by agencies established by 
themselves and Independently of each other and rd the 
services of professorial mediums. Every spiritualist is 
indeed an “investigator,”—it may bc at an advanced 
stage; and that all may become to, the (oilawing coni 
ditions arc prevented as those under which the phe
nomena may at all time* bc evolved.

Inquirer* into Spiritualism should begiq by forming 
Spirit circles iu their own homes, wilh no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present Should no result* be 
obtained on the first occasion., try again wilh,other sit
ters. One or more persons patterning medial powers 
without knowing it arc to bc found in Dearly every 
household.

t. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, 
but enol rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter iu and that there shall bc no 
Interruption for one hour during the sitting of the an
cle.

a Let the circle cou-.H of from three or five to ten 
individuals, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with all thc palm* 
of the hands on ill lop surface. Whether the band* 
touch each other or not u usually of no importance. 
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from 
the table (or a few seconds does no harm ; but when 
one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table 
11 sometimes, but not always, very considerably delays 
d»e manifestations.

3. Before the Jutting begins, place some pointed lead 
pencil* and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
table, to write down any communication that may be 
obtained.

-w
4 People who do Dot like each other should not Mt 

n the same circle, for such a want of harmony tends 
to prevent manifestations, except with wxH-dcvelopcd 
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no influence on the manifestation*, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

3. Before the manifestations begin, it Is well to en
gage in general conversation or in singing, and it is best 
that neither should bc of a frivolous nature. A prayer, 
ful, earnest feeling among the members of thc circle 
gives the higher spirits more power to come to the dr- 
de, and makes it more difficult for lhe Jow^r spirit* to 
get near.

6. The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
k often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the 
hands. The first manifestations will probably bc table 
tilting* or raps.

7. When motions of the table or sounds are pro
duced freely, to av^id confusion, kt one person only 
speak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent being. 
Let him tell the table that three 1D1* or rap* mean 
“Yes,” one means “No,” and two mean “Doubtful/* 
and ask whether thc arrangement is understood. If 
three signals be given in answer, then say, “If I speak 
thc letter* of the alphabet slowly, will you Mcnal every 
time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out a 
message F’ Should three signals be given, set to work 
on the plan proposed, and from this tune an intelligent 
system of communication Is established.

& Afterwards ihe question should be put, “Arc we 
silting in the right order to get thc best manifestations 
Probably some members of thc circle will then be told 
io change scats with each other, and the signals will be 
afterwards strengthened. Next ask, “Who is thc 
medium F* When spirit* come asserting themselves to 
be related or known to anybody present, well-chosen 
question* should bc put to lest Inc accuracy of thc 
of the statements, as spirits out of the body have all thc 
•virtues and all the failings of spirits in the body.

9. A powerful physical medium h usually a person of 
an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and very 
sensitive to mesmeric influences. The majority of 
media are ladies.

The best manifestation* arc obtained when lhe me
dium and all thc member* of the circle are strongly 
bound together by lhe affections, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and happy; the manifestations are born of 
the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental 
influences of earth. Family circles, with no stranger* 
present, arc usually the best.

If the circle is composed of person* with suitable 
temperaments, manifestations will take place rcsdJy 
if the contrary be the case, much perseverance will be 
necessary,

Poadbly at the first Mixing of a circle symptom* of 
other forms of mediumship than till* or raps may make 
their appearance.
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THE SOUL OF THINGS; OR, PSY- 
CHOMETRIC RESEARCHES AND DIS
COVERIES. By William and Eluabcih M. F. 
Denton.

In this extraordinary’ book the author, who i* a Pro- 
femor of Geology io Amenta, employed clairvoyants 
to reveal to him by virion, event* connected with thc 
early hixtmy of geological snecimcns; these sensitive* 
thus saw Ihe Mastodon and other extinct animals as if 
living and moving before than ; they likewise saw the 
acme* by which these prehistoric animal* werc sur
rounded. Thc author alto sent his clairvoyant* to ex
amine portions of different planets and they gave dr- 
acriptkm* of the inhabitants physical geography and 
vegetarian of each- Thc book is illustrated with nu
merous engravings drawn by the sensitive* a* the 
virion* passed before their eyes. There 1* nn doubt a* 
to the i legnty of the author, who also possesses suffi
cient intelligence to select clairvoyant* who would not 
cheat him. The question ax to the reliability of the 
narratives therefore, narrow* itself down to (he ques
tion of thc reliability of clairvoyance, which, when 
employed to gain information about distant place* on 
earth, has been found sometime-* to give accurate re- 
suit* and sometime* inaccurate results If ever inter. 
pJanentary communication should be established, it 
will be by mean* of clairvoyance or some other of the 
latent and little understood spiritual power* in man. 
In three volumes. Volume I. price #1.50, postage io 
cents. Volume IL and III. contain over fao page*, 
nmo., illustrated by more than 100 engraving*. Price 
per volume, >x 00, postage 30 cent* ; the two volumes 
15-50, postage 36 cent*.

NOTICES nF IHE PRESS.
“ Wc have here a marvellous book. It It calm, and 

seems perfectly sincere, and yet it make* larger draft* 
upon our credulity than any work we ever before met 
with. The old alchemist* ne* er conceived of anything 
half *0 strange. Spiritualism with all its wonders, u 

scarcely a vestibule to what wc are introduced to h tc.
“ Were there any reliance to be placed on these reve

lations, it would be impossible to estimate ihe value of 
this newly-discovered power. It would resolve a thous
and doubt* and difficult it*, make geology as plain a* 
day, and throw light on all thc grave subjects that time 
ha* »o effectually obscured.**—Naw Yokx Christian 
Ambassador.

“In thc varied won den they describe there i* a 
peculiar and intense interest If what Mudaimed .n this 
book be true, it records the most remarkable discovery 
yet made as regards the capacities of the human mind 
tn its abnormal state.”—Norfolk County Journal.

“There iCmuch extraordinary matter in these pages, 
a volume emphatically deserving of the reader’* 

choicest study.**— Boston TkavkliJR.
“Though a* .and.se as a text-book, we read "Th* 

Soul of Things’’ with thc UscinAlinn of a work of 
fiction. Indeed, it I* truth Itself, stranger thap fiction, 
written in the vivid style which u a part of Mr. Den
ton’s remarkable power.” —Sriritualist.

LECTURES ON GEOLOGY, THE 
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Boston. Price >1*5, postage 16 cent*.

THE I R RE CO N C I LAB LE REC
ORDS 1 or, Generis and /Ecology. Ko np, Price, 
paper, 15 cents postage 1 cent* ; cloth 50 cent*, 
postage, 8 cent*.
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WHAT IS RIGHT? A Lecture de- 
livered in Music Hall, Boston, Sunday afternoon, 
Dec 6th, 1868. Price to ceria, postage * cents

COMMON SENSE THOUGHTS ON 
THE BIBLE. For Common Sense People 
Third edition, enlarged and revised- Price >0 
cents postage a cent*.

CHRISTIANITY NO FINALITY. 
ot, Spiritualism Superior to Christianity Price 
io cents postage 3 cent*.

ORTHODOXY FALSE SINCE SPIR- 
1TUAL1SM IS TRUE. Price to cents postage 
3 cent*.

THE DELUGE IN THE LIGHT OF
MODERN SCIENCE. Price io cent*.

BE THYSELF. A Discourse. Price
10 cents, postage a cents

THE GOD PROPOSED FOR OUR 
NATIONAL CONSTITUTION. A Lecture 
given in Maric Hall, Be—Ion. on Sunday after
noon, May ijlh, >Sp. Price io cents, peonage a 
cents.

For sale wholesale and retail by Sosirnrr PvauiM- 
IMO Co., 18 Exchange Street, Boston, Mass.
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'PIRITUAL SCIENTIST
' A WEEKLY JOI KN AL OP

Spiritual Science, Literature, Art, 1 

and Inspiration.

Without disparagement to any other organ of Spirit* 
ualism now before the public, wc may confidently my, 
that there arc many investigator* who feel the need ot 
a weekly like lhe “Spiritual Scientist,” les* filled up 
with advertisement* than the other journal*, lent secular 
and miscellaneous more singly devoted to Spiritualism, 
pure and simple, more strictly scientific in its scope and 
intent- Wc hope that all Spiritualist* will do what 
they can to help us to a circulation.

The m<»t eminent writer* of the day are now con
tributing regularly to this paper. Among these am 
Prof J. R. Buchanan; Cut Henry S. Olcott, author 
of “People from the Other World Gen. F. J. 
Lippitt; M. A. (Oxon), of London; Dr. Wm. Hitch* 
man, of Liverpool, Eng; Mme. IL P. Blavatsky; 
Charles Sutherin, Editor of The Dibbopolist; Emma 
Hardinge Britten; Hou. Alexander Aksakoff, of Su 
Petersburg; ProL N. D. Wagner, University of Sl 
Petesburg; Mrs Emma A- Wood, translator of Kar- 
dec’s works; “Hiraf,” the eminent Occultist; Prut 
S. B. Brittan, and other*.

Wc ask then the co-operation of all friend* of lhe 
cause here and in Europe in Urcngihcniug our hands 
tliat wc may make lhe “Spiritual Scientist,” what wc 
hope to make it. and what it ought to be—the organ of 
thc best andbicnest thought on the great subject that 
is destined to have such A leavening effect upon *11 
existing system* and creed*. Now I* the time for 
effectual aid. ^

Th« Shrittal SarNnsT present* each week & 
Comprehensive review of lhe progress of Spiritualism^ 
in its practical, scientific, philosophical, and religious 
Aspect*. It* contents are sufficient in variety lo suit 
ail da*»d of mind* that are attracted to Spiritualism, 
and it endeavors to tupofy all that can interest an 
investigator into the deeply important subject of

Man’s Immortal Existence.
The topic* treated may bc thui classified:—
Scientific Investigation, tending to increa^ 

the knowledge of the nature of the human spirit and 
iu surrounding, atox of lhe relation between man In 
the spirit world and those on the physical plane of ex- 
btence.

Philosophical Deduction and Dcinon- 
a trail on. report* of Lecture^ detailed accounts of 
Remarkable Phenomena, Materialisation, Levitations, 
Ac

Religion* and Moral Teaching’* commu
nicated bv Spirit*, Exhortation to act for Eternity rather 
than for Time, to be guided by principle rather than 
expediency; in general, tending to give higher aspira
tion for cor guidance in life.

Report* of Progre** from all part* of the 
world, by correspondence, exchanges, and rcportcrial, 
facilities.

HistoricalHk^trhea, illustrating thc universality 
of Inspiration Irani the Spirit World.

Editorial; Opinion*. Extract* from Periodical*. 
Review* of Books. Literary Announcements.

TERMS: #160 PER ANNUM.

Tux SnamiAL ScuDcnrr.—Moat ol the ottpuu ol 
SpiritualiaU in tbit Country ire filled with inlipid (bolt 
matter, very tiresome and uielew to all whew* 
brain, have not been softened by the .ntrii-craxe. The 
SnatTPAt SaarcnsT, a nearly printed weekly periodi
cal, 11 an exception. Iu editorial column, exhibit tal
ent, while iu conductor., with a boldneu quite re
markable lor a ipiril paper, actually condemn, ax un
worthy ol true believer*, the printing and orculatiun 
of the unauthenticaled trashy atuS delivered by com
mon medium..—Saawnnc Amk*ican.

The SmawAL SanrruT, published in thia city 
seems to iu lo be a very fair and able paper, and to 
occupy a place in the Spiritualist literature ol this 
country which no other paper hardly doe*. We are 
glad lo ice that It it prospering.—Inpex.

Scientist Publishing’ Company, 

18 Exchange Street, 

Boston, Nass.
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BOSTON RIDING ACADEMY 
U OPENED TOR Tim SEASON AT

1045 Washington Street,
(or Pupils or Classes. A new Academy, turpassing any 
in the city. Everything in complete order. There is 
also connected a well ventilated boarding stable, for 
which we solicit the patronage of the public.

PROF. J. M. SMITH.

THE GREAT SENSATION
I Of the Age.

4 People from the Other Iori.”
COL OLCOTTS EDDY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT

MANIFESTATIONS.
Mott mounding development*. Spirit# weighed And 
examined. Inratigatora at their wits’ end. Nothing 
like it ever teen or heard. New venion ol the

“KATIE KING EXPOSE.”
Tablet tamed on the aecuaert. Who are the frauds 
The most wondrous book of the age.

Agsnts Wanted in every town to sell it For 
particulars address

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO. HARTFORD
CT- AND CHICAGO.

OPIRlTUAL SCIENTIST
A WEEKLY JOURNAL OF

Spiritual Science, Literature, Art,

and Inspiration,
Without disparagement to any other organ of Spirit

ualism now before the public, we may confidently say, 
that there are many investigators who feel the need of 
a weekly like the “Spiritual Scientist/* less filled up 
with Advertisements than the other journals, less secular 
and miscellaneous, more singly devoted to Spiritualism, 
pure and simple, more strictly scientific in its scope and 
intent. We hope that all Spiritualists will do what 
they can to help us to a circulation.

The most eminent writers of the day are now con
tributing regularly to this paper. Among there are 
ProL J- R- Buchanan j Col Henry S. Olcott, author 
of “People from the Other World ;” Gen. F. J. 
Uppilt | M. A. (Osoa)* of London; Dr. Wm. Hitch- 
man, of Liverpool, Eng; Mme. IL P. Blavatsky; 
Charles Sotheran, Editor of The BibliopoIIst; Emms 
Hardinge Britten; Hon. Alexander Aksakoff, of St 
Petersburg; Prof- N. D. Wagner, University of St 
Petcshurg; Mrs Emma A. Wood, translator of Kar* 
dec's works; “Hind,” the eminent Occultist; ProL 
S, B. Brittan, and others.

We ask then the co-operation of all friends of the 
cause here and in Europe in strengthening our hands, 
that we may make the “Spiritual Scientist/’ what we 
hope to make it. and what it ought to be—the organ of 
the best and highest thought on the great subject that 
it destined to have such a leavening effect upon all 
existing systems and creeds. Now h the tune for 
effectual aid.

Twa Shritual SaKNTI5T presents each week a 
comprehensive review of the progress of Spiritualism 
in its practical, sdeniiAc, philosophical, and religious 
aspects. Its contents are sufficient in variety to suit 
all classes of minds that are attracted to Spiritualism, 
and it endeavors to supply aU that can Interest an 
investigator into the deeply important subject of

Man’s Immortal Existence.
Tub SrtMrrtiAL Scownyr.—Mo.1 ol the onpn* ol 

Splrituillit* in thU country in- filled with inxipu ghost 
nutter, very tiresome end useless 'to ill whose 
brains have not been softened by the spirit-crnie. The 
SmiTUAL Scientist, a neatly printed weekly periodi
cal, is an exception. Its editorial columns exhibit tal
ent, while its conductors, with a boldness quite re
markable lor a spirit paper, actually condemn, as un
worthy ol true believers, the printing and circulation 
ol the uuauthenticated trashy sluff delivered by com-' 
moa mediums.—SaxNTinc Amsbican.

Tim SmuTOAL SaaxTivr, published In this city 
Menu to us to be a very lair and able paper, and to 
occupy a place In the Spiritualist literature ol this 
country which no other paper hardly does. We are 
glad to see that it Is prospering.—Index. /

Scientist Publishing Company, 

18 Exchange Street, 

Boston, Mass.

QEO. WOODS & CO.’S

ORGANS
These remarkable Instruments have created much 
interest in America and Europe by reason of their

Beautiful Musical Effects 
Elegant Designs and Elaborate 

Finish.
Their PIANO Stop Is a piano ol beautiful tone, which 
will never require tuning. All interested in music 
should know ol this important Invention.

GEO, WOODS & CO.
Cambridgeport, Mass

Wamuxoom*: 66 & 68 Adams St Chicago,
>8 Ludgata HSU. London, Ena land

HENRY F, MILLER, 
1 Piano-Forte Manufacturer, 

Oil WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS.

EXPERIENCES
OF AN

INVESTIGATOR
WITH THE

MEDIUMS OF BOSTON

By “Diogenes.”
Suppose an individual should hay, “I will become a 

candid Investigator of Spiritualism, and visit the 
prominent spiritual mediums of Boston for this 
purpose/’—what would be the result? Wc thought 
this would be an interesting record, and shall present 
such in experience. There articles will be continued; 
but each is complete In itself, and deals with one medi
um. The investigator at all times places himself In 
that ‘’condition” supposed to be favorable to the best 
results. The experience is genuine, and Is truthfully 
related.,—Ed.

One of the most able writers on the Boston Press 
was engaged for the above purpose and his experience 
is a record of facts worthy the attention of every Spirit
ualist. Admittlngthe honesty of the medium, and the 
unconscious control, the experience Is indeed a subject 
of study, and worthy the attention of every medium 
and SpiritualiaL The investigator passes hh comments, 
on each sitting, and we arc enabled lo rec the average 
amount of evidence which he gets from a general inves
tigation. How can mediumship be improved and perfec
ted? should be a prominent question for consideration 
among Spiritualists. The series includes mxtbkn of 
the most prominent of the public mediums Boston, 
at that time. As follows.

Dec. io, Miss Susie F. Nickerson. 
Dec. 17, Mrs. Mary Hardy.
Dec. 24, Mrs. SusieWillis Fletcher. 
Dec. 31, Mrs. E. J. Wells.
Jan. 7, Mrs. C. H. Wildes.,
Jan. 28, Mrs. Susan E. Crossman. 
Feb. 4, Mrs. S. K. Potter.
Feb. 11, Frank T. Ripley.
Feb. 18, Mrs. S. Dick.
Feb. 25, Mrs Margaretta Sunder

land Cooper.
Meh. 4, Mrs. N. Nelson
Meh. 11, Mrs. Nugent, (Card Clairv’t). 
Meh. 15, Mrs. Belle Hamann.
Apr. 22, Mrs. L. W. Litch.
May 13, Mrs. Dunning.
May 21, Prof. McLaren.

We have a few complete sets of the 
above left over from our files and bound 
volumes. They will be sent, post paid, 
on receipt of $1.00.

ONLY A FEW LEFT.
Address,

Scientist Publishing Co., Boston.

A CARD.
Upon application to me, I will treat any respectable 

person roideut of the City of Boston, who is afflicted 
with

Epilepsy, or Epileptic Fits,
and furnish my Specific (or Epilepsy, -

FREE OF CHARGE.
Application to be made within twenty day *, 

A Well-known, Severe, and Marked Care Preferred.

MRS. 0. M. MORRISON,
10a WESTMINSTER street,

P. O. BOX, 3519. BOSTON, MASS.

THE WONDERFUL HEALER
A And Clairvoyant

MRS. C. M. MORRISON, No. roa Westminster St, 
Magnetic treatments ghm. Diagnosticating dLreare by 
rock of hair, ^roo. Give age and rex. Remedies 
rent by mail. £17’“ Specific fur Epilepsy and Neural-

Xddresx Mik C. M. Morrison, Boston, Mass Box 

>$19-

HR. FRED. L. H. WILLIS
May be addressed until further notice

Glenora, Yates Co., N. Y.
DR. WILLIS claims that he has no superior in
PSYCHROMETRIC EXAMINATIONS 

Either by hair or handwriting, combining as he does 

ACCURATE SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE 
With keen and searching CLAIRVOYANCE,

Dr. Willis claims especial skill in TREATING 
ALL DISEASES of the ULOOD. and nervous 
system. Cancers Scrofula in all its form*. Epilepsy. 
Faralyris, and all the most delicate and complicated 
diseases of both sexes.

Dr, Willis has been pronounced by the controlling 
influence* of Mrs. Conant to be unexcelled by any one 
in the country*

ProL L R. Buchanan, perhaps the best authority of 
the age in such matter*, nas pronounced his psycho
metric powers of a superior order.

Dr. Willis Is permitted to refer to numerous parties 
who have been cured by hh system of practice where 
all others had failed.

Send for Circulars and Reference*.
AH letters mus^ contain a return postage stamp.

MRS. CLARA DEARBORN. 
CLAIRVOYANT,

Physician and Trance Medium,
833 WASHINGTON STREET.,

Nassau Building, Roon J, Hour* 9 AM to 6 P.M

Boiton, Main.

DR. CHARLES MAIN, V WILL RETURN

alter an abrerce of four months, from lib European 
tour, on the next steamer, due In Boston October i. 
He will be happy to rec his friends and patrons at hi* 
residence, 60 Dovm Strrrt, Boston.

CUSIE F. NICKERSON
TRANCE MEDIUM.

028 Tremont Street. Honrs, 9 to 5.

$CIENCjr6FsP^^
A TRANCE ADDRESS DELIVERED BY

J. J, MORSE.
TRANCE MEDIUM, OF LONDON,

$3.00 pr 100., single Copies, 5 cte. 
Address Spiritual Scientist, Boston, 

____________ Mass.

nr 0 T H E F A C U L T Y .
1 A QUIET AND RETIRED HOME.

Mrs. JONES having taken a house at Na 42 Dovtr 
St, Is thus able to offer invalid*, or ladies in con
finement, pleasant and airy rooms, with good carting,


