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From thr London Spuitiuhu« 
IRDHT-PADA.

THE “DIVINE FOOT” OR POWER OF INSTANT LOCOMOTION 
THROUGH THE AIR, FROM PLACE TO PLACE.

IIThen, of late years, within a period most of us can 
’ V remember, the phenomena of Spiritualism became more 

widely known, few of the manifestations provoked more pop­
ular surprise and incredulity than the sudden loosening of 
tightly-knotted bonds, and levitation, or the floating of human 
bodies above the ground. Both have now passed into the 
common-places of the movement In a past number of this 
paper an instance was adduced, showing that the instantane­
ous untying of cords was known long ago in India ; it is now 
proposed to bring forward some details showing that in very 
remote antiquity, centuries before our era, the idea of levita­
tion was a familiar indication and accompaniment of the 
highest state of spiritual exaltation.

In the prodigiously complicated system of Buddhist rites 
and asceticism, it was believed possible by the continuous 
observance of certain ceremonies, and an inflexibly followed 
course of moral action, to arrive at the possession of super­
natural powers. Thc entrance on this course was through 
the rite called Kasina, of which there were ten descriptions, 
chiefly modes, assisted by material symbols, of persisting in 
rigid, unbroken meditation, till the state called samadhi was 
induced. Samadhi is described as that which keeps the 
thoughts together, Hke the moisture which causes the grains 
of sand to adhere together and form a ball; through this the 
illumination termed nimitta was attained. Thc ten Kasinas 
were to be exercised in fourteen excessively complicated 
ways, and after all had been successfully accomplished, the 
power of Irdhi might be acquired, though not.infallibly. Irdhi 
is a miraculous power distinguishing a Rabat, or one who is 
entirely free from evil desire; who has passed tlie four paths, 
and will at death attain Nirwana. One special characteristic 
of Irffhi is the power of instant locomotion and flight through 
the air from place to place; hence it is called Irdhi-pada,/. e., 
the Divine Foot, on account of the assistance it renders to 
those who possess it. Fah-Hian, the Chinese pilgrim to 
India in the 4th century, the accuracy of whose local and

geographical accounts has been so fully confirmed, observes, 
in a matter-of-course way, as though it were nothing unusual, 
that “Rabats continually fly ;” and again,—

“The men of that country frequently see persons come 
flying to thc temple (apparently Oora); the religious men 
occupying thc upper chambers are constantly an the wing.” 
{Hearj Travels of Fah-Hiaul)

People to-day are staggered at thc accounts of mediums 
floating up to ceilings, or being transported in a moment from 
one quarter of London to another; and few, perhaps of thc 
boldest would be prepared to imagine flights of holy men 
fluttering like pigeons about the high chamber-cells of rock- 

| temples ; but there are strange things in the world to-day, 
and there may havc been stranger in days gone by than* 
dreamt of in any philosophy. At Dardu, in Northern India, 
thc same pilgrim saw an image of wood ninety-four feet high, 
representing Maitreya Bodhisatwa, “tlie Buddha that is yet 
to be,” to obtain the size and appearance of which' a sculptor 
was by the power of Irdhi three times transported up to the 
Tushita heaven, the Fourth Sphere wherein rest all births 
yet to come. This calls to mind that weird man, known to 
St Paul, who was caught up to the third heaven and heard 
unspeakable words (2 Cor. xil). May he not have been an 
Indian ascetic? Tills power is described as a miraculous- 
energy of the purified will, gradually prepared by thc long 
and difficult processes previously spoken of, as the potter 
gradually prepares and tempers his clay for any vessels he 
designs.

Malinda, the king of Sagal, asked tlie great Buddhist sage 
Nagasena on this point,—

“Can Anyone wh-» ha# the HewMvlw-dy r*( 4 nun pi** instantly to uilur coun­
tries or to the world* of the pad# and Lrahnu.* P’

Nagawkna. “It fa possible for one who ha* a body composed ol ihe (oar de- 
meat#, to vfait the placet you have named.”

Miunda. “In what way can this be done I” „.
N. “Can you, at your wbb leap from thc ground, say, to the height of a *pn 

or a pubit
M. “With rate I can leap eight cubits Ld$b "
N. “How do you do this K*
M. “I determine to leap; through thr* determination my body becomes a* it 

were buoyant, and 1 rb* from the ground.”
N. “JuM m> the priest who ha* power of Irdhi determines to go to such a 

place; by the determination of hit mind, hh body becomes a* it were impc-r- 
derous, and be fa enabled thereby to pass through the air.”

It jj well known how essential force of will is in mesmer­
ism. But besides the power of passing through the air Irdhi 
confers the power of self-multiplication, of seeing in any 
place as with divine eyes, even into rocks and earth, of caus­
ing a wind to arise, of making any substance remove from 
one place to another without the intervention of a second 
person, of causing things to appear that are lost or hidden, 
of suddenly producing various objects, such as utensils, 
flowers and gems, and of passing through walls and solid 
substances. 11 is also the privilege of those who have entered 
into any of the four paths to discern the thoughts and the 
previous lives of all in the same or the preceding paths.
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Now, it jeemi worth noting how marry of the above recited 
"phenomena resemble what l» claimed to be affected by or 
through medial or clairvoyant sensitives to-day. How, for 
example, the last-named gift recalls that most wonderful and 
■well-attested power of Heinrich Zschokke, by which passages 
in the Ilves of others, with whom he was in company, often 
•perfect strangers, were suddenly brought before his eyes, 
■with all minute accompaniaments of place, surroundings, and 
^personages, passages too often very embarrassing.

It may be that these mysterious powers and attributes have 
i’s different ages been manifested in different ways, and under 
■varying conditions. The Buddhists held that the power of 
Irdhi, was exceedingly difficult to acquire, even after- the ex 
ercise of all the Kasinas ; indeed, hardly to be attained unless 
they had been also practised in termer lives.

“To him who has not exercised Kasina in former ages, its 
accomplishment is exceedingly difficult. Among tho-e who 
have not exercised it, scarcely one succeeds in its acquisition 
out of a hundred or a thousand who may attempt it Even to 
those who have accomplished the exercises, the acquirement 
of the nimitta-tll amination is most difficult; scarcely one in 
a thousand is successful, and even after that is acquired, it is 
equally difficult to attain the power of Irdhi."

At the present day there is little idea of acyuZr/x^'medium- 
istic or clairvoyant powers ; they appear to be conferred In a 
strangely random way, not coming with observation, but like 
a wind that blows whither it listeth ; nor is it certain how far 
they are susceptible of development by personal will or 
striving.

In the extract just given from the Melinda Prasha, an alia] 
Mon may be noticed to exercising the rites In former ages or 
states of existence. This may give occasion for a few words 

■ on reincarnation as held by Buddhism. It is almost needless 
to observe that this most ancient theory is the substratum 
and rationale of the great Indian systems. Buddha declared 
that from existence and Its inevitable incidents was produced 
“the complete body of sorrow," Sentient beings have run, 
and will continue to run, through endless phases of existence. 
The /Atakas record nearly five hundred particular states of 
■existence, varying from a deity, a monarch, ascetic and arti- 

* san, to an elephant, serpent, fish and frog, In which Gotama 
Bodhlsakwa himself, appeared before attaining the supreme 
Buddhahood. The “cleaving to existing objects,’’ is a prop­
erty inherent in all s-ntlent beings, and cannot be shaken off, 
except by'Rabats. When by the dissolution of the elements 
death supervenes upon one state of being, “the cleaving to 
existence” still exists, must exert its power, and another 
being must necessarily be produced; but the manner and 
degree of the new existence, is controlled by a mysterious 
and intricate property termed kadma, literally “action," the 
*Hff*ptc result of all previous acts, in unbroken succession, 
from the beginning of existence, through the countless births 
of past ages. This, through a mere abstraction, is as insepa­
rable from existence as shadow from substance, and though 
sometimes inactive is ever potentially present, like fruit on a 
tree. No one can tell in what state the Kadma that rules 
him will appoint his next birth. He may be now and till 
death a very virtuous man, but in his kadma there may be 
some crime committed in a birth ages ago, and the punish­
ment for that crime may have to be encurcd. Contrariwise, 
a bad life and evil deeds at present may be healed in a new 
birth, by the Influence of good actions done in a former state 
of being. But the way of kadma is Intricate and uncertain 
none can forecast its operation, or what deeds in long past 
births may influence the new birth. The sage Mogalan 
was the principal disciple of Buddha, and the chief of those 
who possessed the power of Irdhi; jet he was once assaulted 
by thieves, who broke several of his bones ; and this was 
explained by Buddha as the result of kadma, because in a far 
distant birth he had caused the death of one of his parents. 
The only escape from “the sorrow of existence"—the sole 
perfect rest—Is the attainment of Nirwana, the-goal and hope 
of all Buddhists. Whoso has entered some of the Four 
Paths at last “sees Nirwana,” and becomes a Rahak; “He 
can receive no further birth ; the path of successive existence 
is destroyed ; all cleaving to existence is cut off; the princi­
ple of evil desire is eradicated; all connection witlf the world 
» completed and done.” Europeans regard Nirwana with 
horror^as mere blank annihilation; in Buddhist eyes It is

the one absolute deliverance and rest; the only outlet where­
by at last

Evm the »«arkM over
Wind* iomewhefr wife I© v*«

When it Is considered that by a continued repetition of birth 
and death, the sentient being may be subject to constant 
suffering, being liable to be hurried from one scale of exis­
tence to another, and flung down, perhaps, from the condition 
of a sage or king to that of a leper or a reptile, it Is intelligi­
ble how existence can be regarded as the worst of evils, and 
its utter extinction the greatest gain. A Buddhist would find 
in Kadma a key to all the puzzles of heredity and the 
possession of medial powers by otherwise unspiritual per­
sons ; such In former lives may have attained the higher 
communion, been flung down from it by the Kadma of pre­
vious or subsequent lapses, and now survivals and half awak­
enings of long lost powers and faculties, may, in the kaleido­
scopic revolution of good and evil, revisit the present exis­
tence

Like c'— <4 ferpnt? &tw s ' *
Of u K46«ie£ Ure;
Of weBtilsK; dear, *t kte# not •where ; 
iich -to w iw^ijt my declare.

Before quitting this pale and cheerless philosophy that dis­
trusts and hates alike both life and death, and in which the 
great doctrine of progressive evolution finds no place, it may 
be remarked that its experience of Irdbi-levttation is not 
peculiar, but occurs in every religious system- El Islam, 
especially In its ecstatic aspects, knows it well. Tlie flights 
of Mohammed to.Paradise arc well known. It Is recorded by 
a contemporary of the famous Jellal-al-din, ti e founder of 
the order of whirling Dervishes, born A. D. 1207, that when 
he was five years old he had manifestations from the Invisible 
world, sights of angels and genii within domes of glory. 
Once when a boy, playing with other children on the flat 
house-tops, one of them suggested that they should 
jump from one house-top lo another. Jcilal al din replied that 
such sport was only fit for dogs or cats, but that human 
beings, if they fell any power in their souls, ought to fly 
htavtnwarslx, with him. Saying so he disappeared from 
their sight, on which they raised a cry of lamentation ; where­
upon he shortly rc-appcarcd amongst them with the hue of 
his countenance changed, and his eyes altered, and said:

“As I spoke to you I suddenly saw a company of persons 
dressed in green raiment, who took me up and showed me 
the miracles of the upper world, but when your wailings 
ascended they again deposited me here.”

St Philip Neri, Ignatius Loyola, Teresa, Dominie, Dun­
stan, Cajctan, and many other saints arc declared by con­
temporary evidence to have been raised from the ground 
during devotions. The Abbe Movillot reports of the Esqui- ’ 
maux in Greenland, that their angakoks, or priests, sometimes 
rise from the ground and pass through the roofs above them. 
All the phenomena of modern seahces appear to be familiar 
to this remote and barbarous people.

“Startling Facts in Modern .Spiritualism,” is the 
title of a book of 543 pages, handsomely bound, and contain­
ing an account of startling and significant phenomena which 
have occurred in the presence of the author, N. B. Wolfe, 
M. D. of Cincinnati. He deals with facts and arranges 
these facts for the critical inspection of the minds eye. The 
author expresses freely his personal opinions, shows where 
fraud may be perpetrated, advances and discusses theories 
and in general it may be said that the subject is handled in so 
masterly a manner that the book will always remain as It is at 
present,—A Standard Work on Modern Spiritualism For 
sale at the office, 18 Exchange St, Boston, Mass. Price #2.00.

We have for sale the following works by Hudson Tuttle : 
“The Career of Religious Ideas : Their Ultimate,” the 

religion of Science. English edition, pamphlet Price 60cis.
“The Career of the God-Idea in History;” finely bound. 

Price fl.25.
“The Career of the Chrbt-ldea in History;” finely bound. 

Price It.25.
“The Origin of the Steeple and the Cross ;” a unique tract. 

Price rods.
“Stories for our Children," by Hudson and Emma Tuttle ; 

a beautiful and interesting book expressly written for the 
children of liberallifts and Spiritualists. Price 25 cts.

These works are too widely known to need commendation. 
They are boldly radical, fearless, and their logic is unanswer­
able. We mail them free on receipt of price.
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Frum G^b^v't ’'An-cwM B^pc” 

EGYPTIAN PRIORITY.
f^AN the theologian derive no light from thc pure primeval thc Pcoflc o( tbe world- In tWl *aX *e «" Put ^ard. In 
Lfaith that glimmers from Egyptian heroglyphics to illustrate s“ch M«ln« a* w® <**»« ,0 K^. our real, our best princt- 
the immortality of the soul > Will not the historian deign to P1'*’ and,0 Kcl rld o£ “’a* »“h wb,cb we arc W«'y rhar^'1 
notice the prior origin of every art and science in Egypt, a lor ”1™ ‘^ cl’^ «0 made, "You Spiritual-
thousand years before the Pelasgians studded thc isles and iits do not bchcvc tho B,Wc» ;,nd you arc anti ChrUtiqn," an 
capes of the Archipelago with their forts and temples ?—long i‘''“ mbly ot Spiritualists might show what their faith was, 
before Etruscan civilization had smiled under Italian skies ? and h“w ‘‘‘^ d«mcd t‘»«wlw* ^ be more truly Christians 
And shall not thc ethnographer, versed in Egyptian lore,'lban *bc CbrMian themselves could properly claim to be. 
proclaim the fact that the physiological, craniological, capllla- ^he "deration of principles" of thc New Orlons Spultu- 
ry. and cuticular distinctions'of the hungrrace existed on thc ,n thc number h^0^ is a g™d specimen of such an 
first distribution of mankind throughout thc earth ? c °r,‘

is destructive of peace and truth—all of which to me is 
quite natural in one sense, and quite unreasonable in another. 
You say, “We have cut loose front creeds, and never intend 
to be trammeled by them again ; and such language Is com­
mon. Just sb ; but how is it about a creed that does not 
trammel ? You say, ‘We should therefore be in favor of 
having no creed; “and yet you say, “We would not object to 
a declaration of principles.” Just so again as to the last; 
buffer myself I draw no distinction between a creed and a 
declaration of principles. Our creed is what wc believe, and 
our declaration of principles is what wc believe, too. Now, 
according to my view, a church creed is not on tlie whole bad 
but it is this feature of It { that you must believe, and 
that your belief must remain unchanged, it is tliis that 
hurts, Let but your creed be spontaneous, amendable and 
adjustable, there is then no farther difficulty. So also with 
organizations.

There is in my mind one very particular use of an expressed 
creed or declaration of principles—that* of an educator. 
Spiritualism—what is it ? all the people arc asking. A great 
many assume to know, and arc disputing; and, as it ever is 
with everything that is new and strange, its best points arc 
misunderstood, its best virtues slandered. It is well to have 
an epitome, a well-digested resume of thc whole subject as 
presented by its friends, to place in their hands for their in- 

- instruction and our justification. It is thus that the great

w “Philologists, astronomers, chemists, painters, architects, Thc P«)«dtce against organization that shall pronounce 
physicians, must return to Egypt to learn the origin of 
Language and writing; of the calendar and solar motion ; of 
the art of cutting granite with a , offer chisel, and of giving 
elasticity to a confer sword ; of making glass with thc varie­
gated hues of the rainbow : of moving single blocks of pol­
ished syenite, nine hundred tons ia weight, for any distance, 
by land and water; of building arches, round and pointed, 
with masonic precision, unsurpassed at the present day, and 
antecedent by two thousand years to the ‘Cloaca Magna of 
Rome; of sculpturing a Doric column one thousand years 
before the Dorians are known in history ; of fresco painting 
in imperishable colors; of practical knowledge in anatomy ;
and of time-defying pyramid building.

“Every craftsman can behold, in Egyptian monuments, the 
progress of his art four thousand years ago; and whether It 
be a wheelwright building a chariot, a shoemaker drawing his 
twine, a leather-cutter using the selfsame form ol knife of old 
as is considered the best form now, a weaver throwing the 
same hand-shuttle, a whitesmith using tliat identical form ol 
blowpipe but lately recognized to be thc most efficient, thc 
seal-engraver cutting, in hieroglyphics, such names as Shoop. 
no's, above four thousand three hundred years ago,— all 
these, and many more astounding evidences of Egyptian 
priority, now require but a glance at the plates of Rossel­
lini.”

From tie Spinhul MauA/irir.

* - ORGANIZATION.
UY JUDGE HOLBROOK.

In the October Magazine there are suggestions from various 
sources as to “organizations," “creeds” and “declaration s 

of principles," and a call is made for an expression of sentiment 
on these topics. I will add my thought here (ns I have done 
before in other places), in favor of organization, and, as 
organizations, or In our collective capacity, the expression
of what we believe As I have named these matters to our j bns £ractically cxc]udes ^ of spIrit-life. It
people, 1 have found, quite often, at least, a very sensitive ap- docs gross injustlCe to the soul, and as a consequence tlie 
prehension of danger—a fearful looking for something that’- *--'--------* -r —. --J-:,i —.i— — —*n

political parties ol the nation express themselves different!, 
Pity that the church people have not taken more lessons from

against all organization, is to me' very absurd. It is the 
stumbling-stone of impracticable extremists, rushing from 
one extreme to another. Our work is not finished, with the 
disintegration of the forms of error before us. We must 
reorganize better forms. To me tins is but a question of 
time and of Dumber?. Is it time to organize, and have we 
sufficient numbers? And by “wc I mean those who be­
lieve in present spirit-communion.

THE AIMS AND INFLUENCE OF SPIRITUALISM' 
At a meeting held recently in London, Eng^ Mr. Alex.

ander Calder, who presided, expressed thc following 
thought in relation to the aim and influence of .Spiritualism :—

“The truths of Spiritualism are the grandest which th# 
mind can conceive. They approach us in a perfectly natural 

, manner, and not only satisfy the senses, but the mind. Unlike 
ome religious creeds, Spiritualism is based not upon asser­

tion. but on sound fact and reason. It Is a necessity of our 
twofold nature, for while It demonstrates the tact immortality, 
It powerfully Influence* the conduct. Its phenomena fasci­
nate, arc sought after with avidity, rapidly conquer unbelief, 
and, sinking deep into the heart, bear their natural fruit. 
For the .Spiritualist in quickened in thc way of righteousness, 
and, comprehending the meaning of thc 1’xalmlst, readily 
exclaims, ‘Thou knowest my downsetting and mine uprising ; 
thou understandest my thoughts afar off. Thou compasscth 
my path and my lying rlown, and art acquainted with all 
my ways,’ Thus docs .Spiritualism awaken our innermost 
soul to the contemplation of a higher lite. Once face to face 
with thc spirit-world, wc ate elevated out of the level ol a 
material state. Intercourse with splrit-llfe, devoutly pur­
sued, is thc greatest ol human consolations, it leads on to 
that more exalted communion with the Father of spirits, and
brings us a step nearer thc Divinity, Spiritualism is, therc- 
forc, well adapted to raise mankind from degradation to tlie 
lofty pinnacle of glory and happiness which it is destined to 
attain. I said degraJathm. Did 1 use too harsh a word ? 
for is it not degrading in immortal beings to pss nine-tenths 
of existence in providing for thc physical, while next to 
nothing is done for their spiritual nature ? Society in all its

whole creation is out of harmony, and will continue so until 
thc balance between thc physical and the spiritual shall have 
been regulated, and the claims of each fairly adjusted. Mate­
rial life, in a word, weighs down thq scale, while spiritual 
life touches the beam. But, thanks to the father of spirits, 
a new era has appeared. The continuity of the earliest 
principles of Christianity and of its attendant wonderful phe­
nomena is restored. Led astray from the track by theorists, 
who have set up shallow methods, instead of diving deeper 
Into the studies of nature, and tlie glorious testimonies of 
the eternal, man at length, having won freedom of mind and 
of action, returns to the path of true religion and virtue, 
where, if he search, he will find repose and the grati­
fication of his beat aspirations. Of one thing we may rest 
assured, that wherever our spiritual nature Is cultivated, 
wherever considerations in its favor form the chief staple of
our thoughts, thc furniture of our minds, our whole existence 
Is enlarged, and our being is purified and brightened. Let us 
then, my friends, possess more and more of this higher life. 
Let us Jove It as a potent good. Let us cherish it more than 
all other things, since it is able not only to quicken us in our 
daily life and pursuits, but. what is better, it enriches and 
strengthens our spirits, and prepares us to enter with cheer­
fulness unminglcd with alarm the glorious regions beyond.

SUBSCRIPTION Rules of the spiritual Scientist. Subscrip­
tion payable in advance. At the expiration of any subscription 
the paper is discontinued. Subscribers arc notified two weeks 
before a subscription Is due, by thc receipt of a bill for the 
ensuing year; and also a duplicate bill and notification when 
thc paper is discontinued.
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MAN AS A SPIRITUAL BEING.

BY GEORGE SEXTON, LL.D.

Man is a spiritual being. A great variety of arguments 
have been adopted, at different times, by writers on this 

topic, with a view to prove that man possesses some spiritual 
power. Without following these into every branch of thc 
subject, 1 may briefly point out the two or three kinds of 
evidence which 1 think exists of man being something more 
than a mere material compound of bones, blood vessels, 
nerves, and other tissues.

I have elsewhere said in a lecture given from this platform, 
and afterwards published, that I do not attach very much 
Importance to physiology as likely to furnish any very con­
clusive proofs of the immortality of man. In the dissecting 
room, with the brain of the dead man before me, I have often 
endeavored to think what lesson could be learned from its 
variety of convolutions, depths of sulci, its gray matter, and 
other peculiarities, but failed to see how it could teach the 
doctrine of immortality. Clearly, however, the whole course 
of procedure is wrong which attempts to find in death the 
laws of life. Still there is a fact which cannot but impress 
itself upon the mind of the student with the dead body before 
him, and that is what constitutes the difference between the 
Jiving and dead organism.

If, as Prof. Huxley would seem to imply, all thc manifesta­
tions of vitality, and all the wondrous achievements of 
intelligence, be simply the product of protoplasm, what has- 
become of these powers, forces, and marvellous capacities 
after death, when the protoplasm is still preserved intact. It 
is not a question of the difference between inorganic and 
organic matter, for that might, be differentiated by some 
chemical law, even though its exact nature had not been 
discovered, but between protoplasm living and the same 
protoplasm dead. What is the nature of the energizing 
power that has passed away, leaving the frame so empty and 
so lifeless. No sooner has what wc call death occurred than 
dissolution seizes the protoplasmic mass, winds it in its cold 
embrace, tears it to shreds, and distributes its elements to 
the winds of heaven.

Now what has been taken away to leave the body in this 
powerless condition. At one moment there is intelligence 
beaming in the eye, affection and love radiating from every 
part of the countenance, an expression which bespeaks the 
feeling of the inmost depths of thc soul, indicated by tlie 
features, thc hand grasps yours in firm friendship, the voice 
speaks words of wisdom or of love, in a word you have before 
you, in every sense of the term, a living, thinking, active man. 
A struggle, a shudder, a sigh, a heavy expiration, and there 
lies before you a lifeless mass of earth, from whose mouth 
comes no speech, on whose lip no smile plays, and in whose 
eyes there is no light

You say the man is dead, but that explains nothing. Thc 
man, what man ? Every attribute to which you gave that 
name, except thc mere material shape, is gone. Love, wis­
dom, intelligence, thought capacity of moving and acting, are 
gone. In truth the man himself is gone, and what is left is a 
mere mass of clay, which took its shape for a time from his 

. spiritual form, which very shape It has now no longer power 
to retain.

The changes which are continually taking place in the body 
during the lifetime of the individual, do not appear to extend 

.to the mind. From our birth to our death every particle of 
-matter, of which the body is made up, is subject to the per­
petual law of change. Mutation is, in fact, the distinguishing 
characteristic of all material things. The heaviest metal, the 
hardest rock, in common with the lightest and most volatile 
substances with which we are acquainted, are every moment 
subject to this everlasting law of change. The granite 
mountain, preyed upon by atmospheric agencies, melts down, 
and fills up the valleys into which it is washed. Animal and 
vegetable forms are made up of particles which arc in a state 
of perpetual motion ; and the body of man is no exception to 
the rule which operates every where, else. During the life­
time of an ordinary human being, every particle of matter— 
with trifling and unimportant exceptions—of which his body 
is made up, has been changed again and again, so that, 
materially speaking, he is entirely a different individual at 
fifty towhat he was at twenty’. Now these changes do not

extend to the mind, as is clearly proved by the fact, that he 
remembers circumstances to the latest day of his life, in which 
he played a part in the days of his boyhood. Consciousness 
remains the same throughout thc entire lifetime of the indi­
vidual, and he feels and knows that he continues the same 
person, preserving his identity amidst thc perpetual transfor­
mations of every part of his physical organism.

The difference between mind and body is apparent ih thc 
fact that one Is simple and the other is complex. Thc material 
organization is made up of a large number of elements, and a 
large number of equivalents of each element, whilst every one 
knows from his experience and feeling, that consciousness is 
an integer. And on this fact alone might be based an 
argument of some weight, against thc destruction of mind 
Some have maintained that to preserve thc analogy between 
thc body and the soul, that as the one becomes decomposed, 
and the materials of which it is made up arc handed back to 
the great mass from which they originally came, preliminary 
to entering into new combinations, and appearing in other 
forms, so the other should return and become absorbed into 
the fountain of Spirit, from which it may again emerge when, 
required. A moment’s reflection, however, will show that no 
such analogy is possible, since consciousness being an integer, 
can undergo no such change without ceasing to be. Thc 
absorption of the individual mind into thc infinite spirit, 
unless its consciousness be preserved, ends in reality in its 
destruction, and to say that thc consciousness is preserved 
under such circumstances, is to deny thc very absorption 
contended for.

Now men who never tire of pointing out the impossibility 
of the destruction^! a single atom of matter, are assuredly 
guilty of terrible inconsistency when they maintain that mind, 
which is far higher than matter, will at death be utterly 
destroyed. To argue—as some do—that the mind itself is 
not annhilated, although thc individual consciousness ceases, 
is paradoxical, because that very consciousness is essential 
to thc mind’s existence—a mind without consciousness being 
an impossibility. Unless, therefore, mind be entirely de­
stroyed, in which case the analogy contended for breaks down, 
consciousness must be preserved, and with it thought, love, 
conscience, volition, and the other qualities which arc always 
associated with the spiritual part of a man’s nature. As far 
as we can judge, matter is of itself everywhere dormant and 
inactive, and only capable of being moved when operated 
upon by some dynamic power.

Force, whatever may be its true character, is now regarded 
as something distinct from matter, and that by means of 
which matter is put into motion, and consequently eventuates 
in thc phenomena with which wc are familiar. Now man is 
essentially an active power, who by his volition puts forth 
forces to mould and change material things. These do not 
originate in any part of his body which is simply an instru­
ment employed by the mind, but in his spiritual nature, which 
is in reality his true self. The action of mind upon and 
through thc body, manifests the operation of a conscious 
force, which can have originated in nothing but spirit, and 
the cessation of the operation of that force, and the negation 
of consciousness, it is utterly impossible to conceive.

Let any man try if he can imagine himself non-existent, 
and he will speedily find that he has set himself an impossible 
task. No one can imagine himself dead, that is, dead in thc 
sense.of being entirely annihilated. It is but fair, therefore, 
to conclude that such annihilation is impossible, and that thc 
force springing from consciousness is perpetuated for ever.

Says a well-known modern writer, “it belongs to material 
growths to ripen, loosen, decay; but what is there in sensa­
tion, reflection, memory, volition, to crumble in pieces and 
rot away ? Why should thc power of hope, and joy, and 
faith, change into inanity and oblivion ? What crucible shall 
burn up thc ultimate of Force ? What material processes 
shall ever disintegrate the simplicity of spirit ? Earth and 
plant, muscle, nen e and brain, belong to one sphere, and are 
subject to the temporal fates that rule there; but reason, 
imagination, love, will, belong to another, and immortality 
fortressed there, laugh to scorn the fretful sieges of decay."

These attributes of mind all indicate thc existence of some 
thing higher than the materia) framework, through which here 
they are manifested. That which men usually call the ideal,
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which is the Spiritual, and consequently the most real of all, 
must always precede that which is material.

In the range of our own experience, every material thing 
is preceded by an ideal upon which it is moulded and formed, 
A work of art manufactured by human ingenuity, is but a 
copy of an idea which existed in thc brain of the'inventor 
before he had put forth a single power to carryout his design 
How else could anything be designed and constructed? 
Chairs, tables, steam-engines, up to the very highest products 
of genius in works of art, were all conceived of in mind 
before they assumed a material >hape. In other words, they
had an ideal existence, and wefe of Spiritual origin, 

There is another fact worth naming. Thc ideal, in these 
" cases, is always higher than thc real. Ask the painter who stand on the point of a needle, and w hether a-spirit could 

has tranferred the fruits of his genius to the canvas, the pass from one spot to another without going over the inter
musician or tlie poet, who has put down his lofty thoughts mediate space, were not much more absurb than the notions
upon paper, or thc sculptor who has breathed his very soul entertained by some modern theologians on the nature of the 
into the de-d and .inanimate marble, whether their greatest soul, and disputes which taKes place now-a-days as to thc
works have ever been equal to the conceptions they had first I 
formed of what they intended to do. They will unanimously । 
answer in tlie negative. Genius can never become wholly . 
embodied in tlie material work in which she is engaged; and 
for the most obvious of all reasons, that Its origin is Spirit- *
ual, and its character higher than any condition of matter. j 

Even imagination, of which we hear so much talk, as .
though it were occasionally the wildest of all wild delusions, is a real body, and thr^spiritua’ man a real man, retaining all
does it not clearly show a spiritual side to man’s nature? ■ the characteristics by which he was known when clothed with
What is imagination ? What but the power to call up before ! 
the mind scenes and visions unlike anything that has fallen 
within the experience of the person in whom it exists, and 
yet which to him are more real than the sternest of his 
material surroundings. Imagination has been described ms' 
the power of giving—

“To airy nothing*
A local habitation and a ioiuc/*

But this is really creation, and of itself an evidence that the 
power in which it resides does not belong to material nature. 
Of course, it w Ill be argued that thc results of imagination 
are subjective, whilst material things are objective, but it will 
require a large amount of reasoning to show that the subjec­
tive is not thc higher of the two. AU knowledge Is subjec­
tive, and objective things can only be known when an idea of 
them—which is subjective—has made its way to thc mind.

The whole range of the moral and religious faculties, all 
show clearly, that man has a spiritual nature. The powers 
which human beings feel that they possess, and the tremen-
dous responsibility which these powers involve, demonstrate, ! 
beyond the shadow of a donbt, the spiritual character of the I 
being in whom they reside. Moral freedom belongs to man, i 
and to man alone, and whatever may be said in favor of thc i 
doctrine of circumstances, each one of us feels tliat he Is ' 
free to take one out of many paths that may present them- .
selves before us. Conscience that powerful vicegerent of . ro(1_a comrro„ walki lick_be finnl hcld bl thc hands o£ 
God, which illumines with brightest light, or covers "M tw0 persons (one oHhetn being a mcdium)t and aprinted 
densest darkness our entire being ; which cheers and con- . a|pbabel qndcr a good light be presented, thc rod will point . 
soles the good man, amidst tronble, and “sorrow, and direct • • . . . . - .r.
oppression, and depresses the bad man, though surrounded 
with gaudy splendor, tells of a righteous judgment to come, 
when material things shall havc passed away. The yearnings 
of the soul after God, the ardent longing for a life hereafter, 
the aspiration towards a higher degree of moral perfection, 
than can by any possibility be reached on this side of the 
grave, all go to prove not only tliat man has spiritual capaci­
ties, but that his whole nature is spiritual, and can be satisfied 
with nothing short of a thorough and entire spiritual sur­
roundings. And these ardent aspirations after tlie spiritual 
state, become deeper and more intense, as we approach its 
precincts, which fact is of itself a strong argument in favor 
of the truth of that after which it aspires.

In accordance with the universal adaptation that we find 
everywhere in nature, we should expect that if there were no 
future life, man's inclinations towards it, and aspirations after 
it, would become diminished as old age crept over us, and 
disappear completely when the tomb threw its black shadow 
across our path. Is this the case ? Certainly it is not; the 
nearer we come to death, tlie stronger become all the re­
ligious faculties of the mind. The desire to live again 
increases, the love of God strengthens, and the whole 
religious nature deepens; facts which I think can hardly be

explained upon any materialistic hypothesis of annihilation 
at death.

/The difficulties which most persons experience with regard 
to their conceptions of the spiritual, i- that it must be some­
thing-destitute alikc^oj/form, shape, and of everything by 
which it can be cognized. Matter, they suppose, t j be real, 
tangible and substantial, while spirit, they imagine to be a 
vague indefinite something, lacking every conceivable attr> 
bule by which it can be perceived and known. Nothing can 
be more erroneous than this view. 1 havy said that the spirit 
ual man Is the real man, and such it will be seen to be

1 when the material frame has been throw n off. The senseless 
discussions of the schoolmen, as to how many angels could

p.irt of tlie body in which It is located. The general Idea 
seems to be that the Spirit is a sort of shapeless force, which 
passing away from the body, retains none of the characteris­
tics of a man, save its consciousness and mental faculties ; 
whereas, thc truth is, that it was from the spirit that thc body 
took its shape, which shape is, of course, still retained, when Its 
material covering has passed away, lhe spiritual body, then

tlie material garb. Throughout the Scriptures, whenever 
spiritual beings are spoken of as visiting the earth, they are 
always described as men, and so real were they, that very 
frequently they were mistaken for human beings still in the 
flesh. This accords, both with reason and our experience. 
Spiritual men are men in bodies formed of spiritual substance, 
with organs in every respect, of the same character, that they 
had while in the material condition. Man is, even whits

, here, literally a spirit, but clothed in a material garb, which a 
death he throws off, without, however, affecting in any way 
his form, his organs, or his general appearance. “There is a 
natural body, and there is a spiritual body’, " and when the 
former is thrown off, thc latter stands forth in all its own 
peculiar loveliness and beauty.

A NEW METHOD OF OBTAINING COMMUNI 
CATION'S.

\ cokresfondext draws attention to the following extract 
a k from the London Medium, and would be glad if Spiritual­
ists would test tlie matter, and report whether there is truth 
in the reality of such a mode of communication ;

The method of obtaining communications through a table, 
and calling over the alphabet viva vorr for every letter of 
every word, once al least, sometimes twice or thrice, is a
most laborions and uncertain one. ... I find that if a

thc rod will noli 
out the letters constituting a message smartly and forcibly— 
so much so that I can get out matter to any length, and faster 
than I can write it down. The power which tilts the table 
and guides tlie pencil to write and draw, will quite frankly 
guide the rod over the alphabet, if thc medium will hold it 
along with another. Repeated experiments will show that 
there is no deception in thc agency al work, for now and then 
an unwelcome influence will present itself, which will forcibly 
do and say the most outrageous tilings, even kicking boldly 
at surrounding persons or objects out of perfect mischief. 
Being freely held in the hand, the rod is at liberty to move 
about, and will, if there be occasion for it, draw those holding 
it all over the house, look down a book, turn over a particular
passage, and make curious movements upon it, illustrating ax 
it goes in ways so curious, and fraught with a meaning and 
intelligence not to be understood without being seen and 
watched. Good Influences will search for a Bible, and turn 
up and explain, giving forth the most holy ana God-like 
teachings. Bad influences will, upon presentation of a Bible, 
pitch it violently to the far end of the room. Taking to the 
alphabet, they will abuse the good book as being everything 
that is vile, and, after doing so, the probability is they will 
finish up by quashing the light and clearing everything 
violently off tlie table. ... 1 believe that the alphabet 
will apply equally where the raps are given on the table. Run 
over tlie letters with a pointer, and tlie rap will be given at 
the proper letter: thus the practice of calling over the letters 
viva rwr would be done away with here too.
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HENRY CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.
This eminent medieval philosopher, author, and 

scientist, whose writings are soon to be introduced to 
the public in the Spiritual Scientist, was born at Cologne 
in i486, and from childhood displayed a marvelous 
aptitude for study. By Erasmus, Trithemius, and 
Melancthon he was regarded as one of the greatest men 
who ever lived—“the light of literature and an ornament 
to philosophy. He was equally renowned as a theolo­
gian, physician, jurisconsult, philosopher, and alchemist. 
The Emperor Maximilian made him his secretary, 
conferred upon him the title of chevalier, and gave him 
tlie honorary command of a regiment. At onetime he was 
professor of Hebrew and the belles let Ires, at the Univer­
sity of Dole, in France; at another, syndic and advocate 
general of Metz; at another, physician to Louisa of 
Savoy, mother of Francis I.; at still another, historio­
grapher to the Emperor Charles V. Henry VIII. of 
England and Margaret of Austria competed for the 
favor of his attachment to their respective courts. At 
the age of twenty', so great was his reputation as an 
alchemist, that the principal adept of Paris wrote to 
Cologne to invite him to settle in France, and aid them 
with his experience in discovering the philosopher’s 
stone. (See Mackay’s "Popular Delusions"). Although 
he was believed to have the secret of the transmutation 
of metals, he lived and died in poverty, as all true adepts 
of Occultism have before and since his time.

The stories which are told of his power to evoke 
spirits are most wonderful, and Mr. Peebles quotes one 
of these (from Goodwin’s“Lives of the Necromancers"), in 
his “Seers of the Ages ;” although he omits to give the 
name of the Earl of Surrey, at whose request he called 
up the shade of Tully, upon the occasion noted, and 
made it repeat his celebrated oration for Rocius.

For Sir Thomas More, Agrippa caused to appear in a 
dream the whole destruction of Troy ; to Thomas Lord 
Cromwel he exhibited in a magic mirror King Henry 
VIII. and all his lords hunting in Windsor Forest; to 
Charles V. he showed a number of historical personages 
of a former age, whom tlie Emperor wished to see. 
Mackay tells as that according to h's contemporaries : 
“He could turn iron into gold by his mere word. All 
tlie spirits of the air and demons of the earth are under 
his command, and bound to obey,-him in everything- 
He could raise from the dead the forms of the great 
men of other day's, and make them appear in their 
habit as they lived, to the gaze of the curious who had 
courage enough to abide their presence.”

In the Retrospective Review (Vol. XIV., for 1826), 
we find an article reviewing his work on “The Vanitic

and Uncertaintie of Arts and Sciences," in which is 
included a list of his works as follows : “A Treatise on 

। the Excellency of Women,” 1529 ; “A Sketch of the 
History' of the Government of Charles V.;" and “On 
the Vanities of the Sciences,” in 1530; “On Occult 
Philosophy,” in 1530 ; “A Commentary on the Arts of 
Raymund Lullius”—another highly celebrated occultist, 
who was born in Majorica, A.D. 1235—; “A Dissertation 
on Original Sin“An Essay on Marriage;” and 
several books of letters to various persons.

In concluding his very' lengthy and expansive article, 
the writer of the Retrospective Review says that every 
chapter of the volume in hand “is a storehouse of 
knowledge, collected, not as in our degenerated days, 
from sources provided by a profusion of works of refer­
ence, but sought out by persevering labor from mines of 
literary lore, in his time rare, expensive, and difficult of 
access." “In a word,” says he, “we close the volume 
with the highest respect for our friend Cornelius, who 
notwithstanding many faults of style and paradoxical 
view's, has produced a work replete with deep knowledge 
of the world and human nature.”

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.
In the Religio-Philosophical Journal of Chicago, is a 

letter from Hudson Tuttle concerning his recent visit to 
this city; in alluding to the Spiritual Scientist he says,—

“On calling at the office of this new and piomising journal, 
we were surprised to find Mr. Brown, its editor, not a vener- 
ahle grey-bearded man, as somehow we had Imagined him, 
but a young man with life all ahead of him. A trained 
(ournalist, he has embarked in the enterprise of establishing 
lis paper, well knowing the cost, and with a determination 

and zeal which appears indomitable. When a man throws 
his life into his purpose, he is sure to win.

Mr. Brown wields a somewhat caustic pen at times, and 
the admission of some articles into his columns has some­
what prejudiced certain Spiritualists, yet these are excep­
tional, and his journal is as a whole worthy of all praise; 
and, as an eminent literary—gentleman remarked to me, “an 
honor to Spiritualism.” Its sphere is so different from the 
other papers devoted to the cause, that it does not interfere 
with them, while the intrinsic merits of its articles should 
give it a wide circulation.

To receive this complimentary notice from tlie pen of 
so competent a judge is quite flattering to our ’vanity', 
and the latter alone, as our readers well know, would 
Induce us to give it a place in our columns; but it is 
also interesting to some few correspondents who have 
addressed us letters making inquiries which are fully 
answered in the above. The Religio-Philosophical 
Journal has always shown itself friendly to the Spiritual 
Scientist, and we appreciate its kindness in printing so 
strong an endorsement from one whose opinions are so 
universally respected.

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISM.
It is yith great pleasure that we announce the receipt 

of the advance sheets of the second volume of “The 
Identity of Primitive Christianity and Modern Spiritual- 
iam,” by Eugene Crowell, M. D. This octavo volume, 
516 pages, handsomely printed and bound in cloth, 
completes the work.

Some idea of Ils character may be gained by a glance 
at the table of contents. The author treats of the 
following subjects;

Spirit Writing; Levitation and Conveyance by Spirit- 
Power; Insensibility to Fire; Clairvoyance and Somnambu­
lism; Ciairaudience; Dreams and Visions; Trance and 
Ecstacy; Holy Ghost; Heresies and Contentions; Prayer; 
The Ministry of Angels ; Death; The Spirit-World; Spirit­
ualism and the Church; Spiritualism and Science; Conclusion, 
a chapter being devoted to each.

This is a work intended for the instruction of all 
-classes—believers and unbelievers, church members and
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Materialists—in the spiritual philosophy and phenomena. 
Readers of all shades of opinions will by its perusal be 
surprised at the array of demonstarted proofs of the 
unity of the teachings and phenomena of the, Bible with 
those of Modern Spiritualism.

Price of each volume $2.50.
For sale, wholesale and retail, by Scientist Publishing 

Company, rS Exchange Street, Boston, Mass.
Wc hope that our readers will embrace this book in 

their list of holiday presents; no more acceptable one 
could be made to a liberal mind than this vofum'e, as it 
is a perfect storehouse of facts gatheted from all parts 
of tlie world and from every age of its existence. Be­
sides this the author has a large personal experience. 
Send postal order for $2.50, and either volume one or 
two, will be mailed as desired. Remember that it is an 
octavo volume of 516 pages, and it will be seen that thc 
work is remarkable cheap.

A “SCIENTIFIC TEST."
There h;u been a “scientific test” in the experiment 

of obtaining paraffine molds of spirit hands. The 
bucket containing water and paraffine was weighed 
before placing it under the table; after the manifesta­
tions had ceased, it was weighed with thc mold, and 
there was over onfypalf ounce difference between the first 
and thc last figures. It was supposed—it was “supposed’ 
that this amount would about cover the loss by evapora­
tion. And this is a “scientific test." It will pass for an 
experimental guess. A “scientific test" would necessi­
tate that it should be known that the evaporation was 
one-half ounce.

It is to be regretted that so little attention is given to 
the phenomena of Spiritualism by those qualified to 
experiment with a prospect of discovering thc spiritual 
laws that underlie and govern them. There are not 
wanting in this country, those who are willing and well- 
qualified to attempt the task and attain results truly 
wonderful; but unfortunately, those possessing the 
requisite qualifications are without money, and dependent 
upon their labors in other directions for the comforts of 
earth-life. Colleges are needed for instruction and de­
velopment of those peculiarly adapted for labor in this 
field. Spiritualism has not yet commenced the work it 
is destined to accomplish.

MRS. HUNTOON’S MEDIUMSHIP.

From Stanstead, P. Q., H. S. T. writes that Mrs. Huntoon 
did not know Dr, Slade and our correspondent, and 

“thought it some New York game in regard to Dr. Miller’s 
challenge." He says that both Horatio’s man and Horatio 
sat with them in the circle at Mrs. Huntoon’s one or two 
evenings, and the manifestations still occurred. We copy a 
portion of his article not having room for it all, and much of 
it is similar to the experiences of others at these circles. 
He says,—

I also saw thc two last evenings a dearly beloved wife who 
died fifteen years ago; she showed her face many times, 
generally with something white aiound her head, that remind­
ed me of a nun. When upon mv asking her if she could not 
appear and look as she use to without that, she withdrew, and 
reappeared smiling, and with her dark eyes and hair precisely 
as she use to look in life. But, to ci own all, thc last evening 
she and my other friend both appeared at thc curtain at once, 
and upon my asking him if he could not assist her to materi­
alize strong, as it would be my last chance'to see her; he 
said yes, and they retired, and very soon, much to my asthn- 
ishment, they both walked out into the room together, then 
retired, and came out the second time. To look upon that 
beloved form once more, literally clothed in thc garments ot 
an angel, for they were'most beautiful in thc play of colors— 
white, deepening to a shining emerald green. Beautiful 
beyond description. Is a sight like that worth anything to a 
person in this world, when you know it is really the spiritual 
form of a beloved, departed friend ?

He further says of another form,—
To sec the peculiar luminous beauty in thc color of her 

garments was most wonderful, and «he passed within two 
feet of us and stood sometime. And here one night was a 
sight to convince skeptics, could they have seen it : as she 
was out in thc room and stood beside her son, a little dog of 
Horatio Eddy’s ran up and barked at her, when she seemed 
to start, an J looked down at the dog and instantly dissolved 
and disappeared without moving; this was beiure eight or 
ten persons who will all vouch lor it.

He closes his letter with asserting that he had witnessed 
manifestations under thc best test conditions.

We have no acquaintance with II. S. T., but, on thc 
contrary, we have the fullest confidence in our corres­
pondent who visited Mrs. Huntoon. The explanation 
oflercd in extenuation of her conduct at that time, may 
be satisfactory to H. S. T., but not to those who were 
disappointed. She should not have refused to give a 
test seance to investigators who had traveled a long 
distance, and were willing to pay her liberally for her 
time. Such persons as these are too seldom met with in 
Spiritualist ranks to give them needless offence. It 
would not have affected her arrangements with any 
person to have entertained these people and taken the 
money offered. To have appeared willing, and to have 
made arrangements for a test seance, as she did, and 
yet not intending to fulfil her part of thc contract 
because it might be “a New York Game," gives it a 
hypocritical appearance which the teachings of Spiritu­
alism do not sanction. Spiritualists are prone to rush 
into print if they arc pleased with the manifestations 
they may witness ; but seldom have the courage to give 
expression to their doubts and discoveries of imposture. 
In our opinion thc latter are as useful as the for­
mer.

EDI FOR I AL BA R AGRAPHS.
“Dr. Otis" talks on ihe ways that arc dark, and thc tricks 

that are bot in vain. He wants to know “why ?” and echo 
answers, “why?"

The Banner of Light chalks Evans, the spirit photo­
graphic artist, as a fraud. He was up to Lake Pleasant and 
took more dollars than pictures.

The. “Harrison Testimonial Fund" in England, is steadily 
increasing. Tlie Spiritualists in England not only subsidize 
and support their journals devoted to Spiritualism, but also 
give substantial donations to the editors.

The meeting of the British National Association, in 
London, are increasing in interest, and thc papers read before 
them are quite valuable for thc facts contained and theories 
advanced. It has a membership of over 650 persons.

May the angels ever guide us onward into the paths of 
purity that lead to the plains of wisdom, where right and 
truth reveal their principles to our understanding, enabling us 
to bring the Kingdom of God—goodness—down upon tlie 
earth.—J. J. Morse.

John Wetherbee is writing a series of articles “Friends 
in Council," in his familiar and inimitable style. Wc expect 
when he gets his "reducing process" down fine, it will turn 
out a few gold bricks, either for the Spiritual Scientist, or 
for a Spiritual Temple—we don't care which. It is said that 
his mills, for the latter purpose, in New Hampshire, promise 
to be a great success.

It is suggested that at some seance for experiment, in 
obtaining casts of materializations, a marked stick or pencil 
be placed under thc table, and that the spirit-hand grasp and 
incorporate the marked object in the paraffine mould. This 
would be an interesting test and tend still farther to demon­
strate the existence of the materializations and its ability to 
handle material objects.

Friends tN the various parts of the country will oblige the 
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec­
tive localities that may happen to contain any matter likely to 
Crove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may 

avc appeared of an incorrect character—a very common oc­
currence —regarding Spiritualism. Tlte paragraphs to which 
attention is called should be marked to save trouble.
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SPIRITUAL MEDIUMS.
BY DOCTOR OTIS.

WHY will spiritual mediums, so conduct themselves, in 
their mediumship, as to excite thc natural and just sus­

picion that their manifestations are but a pretence and a fraud ? 
They might, if genuine with very little trouble, and witli 
no personal inconvenience, institute for themselves,—without 
wailing to be asked,—such test conditions, at every seance, as 
would render it absolutely certain, to ?ll present, tliat fraud 
and simulation were impossible. It is impossible to conceive 
of any reason why tliey don't do so, and you can get no 
reason from the medium or thc spirits. The usual answer to 
inquiries on tlie subject being, that if you are not satisfied of 
the genuiness of the manifestations, you need not attend 
them.

Who attends a seance except for tlie very purpose of 
being satisfied—convinced, if possible, that the manifesta­
tions, especially those known as materializatons, are genuine, 
and really what they are claimed to be ? And who gets any 
satisfaction, except by long and patient attention, and watch­
ing, and calculating, and arranging all tlie circumstances 
observed, and by stretching credulity as far as it will bear 
working out a preponderance of evidence, in favor of genuine­
ness ? There is hardly an exception to tills State of tilings ; 
at any rate, but few exceptions to it, if any. The very best 
mediums—those who have thoroughly satisfied acquaintances, 
who witness their manifestations, often, for a considerable 
period, almost Invariably do, or omit to do, something when 
sitting in the presence of strangers, or those less experienced, 
to arouse a suspicion of trickery ; and no satisfactory expla­
nation or justification of their conduct can be given by any­
body. The only thing that can be said by those most 
partial, is, that they do not believe any deception possible, 
but in candor admit tliat it does look as though it might be.

1 cannot recall the names of "more than three or four me­
diums in the country, who have instituted for themselves, oi 
submitted to, strict test-conditions. It is not necessary to 
name them, as their names are written in marked characters 
In the minds of all good Spiritualists, conspicuous and. clear, 
above those who have not raised themselves and their medi­
umship above suspicion by this means.

Spiritualists who have had most experience are the greatest 
skeptics and doubters of untested mediums ; tills is sig^ifi 
cant and ought to be reason enough to induce all genuine 
mediums to make for themselves absolutely strict test-con­
ditions. They know that thee is a great deal that is spurious 
palmed off on credulous lookers-on in darkened rooms ; but 
will not take the hint Any medium who does not institute 
some simple and absolutely efficient test, when silting in 
circles of materialization with persons who have not seen 
them under tests, should be avoided by all investigators as 
doubtful, and most likely dangerous.

In the case of materializing mediums, a coarse muslin 
screen (of common mosquito netting), securely fastened 
across the cabinet, three or four feet back of the curtain, and 
making It absolutely certain that the medium could not ap­
proach the curtain to simulate tlie appearance and manifesta­
tion of a spirit, ought not to be irksome or disagreeable to 
spirits or mediums; certainly, it would be eminently satis­
factory to the observer. A better light, than is commonly 
used, would also assist in making manifestations more satis­
factory ; and, if a good light could be used, other test-con­
ditions might be dispensed wilh. Securely fastening the 
medium by strong stitching of the clothing to the carpet, or 
tn a heavy stuffed chair, the hands being gently but effectually 
secured in large miiten or a bag, securely attached to the 
screen so that they could not be withdrawn, would be another 
satisfactory test When a form, alleged to be that of a spirit, 
is shown by the aperture in the curtain, or in front of it, 
observers want to know, that the medium has no confederate, 
and that she does not herself simulate the appearance of 
spirits. Carefully secure the cabinet, so as to dispose of the 
suspicion of confederates, and secure the medium in such a 
manner, as to make simulation by her, or him, impossible. 
Then If a form appears from a space, where we know no living 
visible form but the medium can be, it sets the whole ques­
tion at rest It elevates ’he medium to an honorable posi­

tion, above suspicion, and respected by all. It does moie to 
convince the average observer, and all to whom he communi­
cates, the facts of the reality of spirit-manifesta’ion and com­
munication, than any number of seances, without such 
conditions, could do.

Why not draw the line and deem as good and genuine 
only those who step on tlie right side of it ? ,

If all the spiritual papers would join heartily in calling for 
such, or some satisfactory condition, before they would 
notice a medium in any way, or allow correspondents to, it 
■would be a good way towards producing the desired reform.

But spiritual papers ought also to abstain from condemna­
tion, or harsh censure, until fraud is squarely proved, and 
especially from giving currency to reports of unfriendly and 
unscrupulous newspaper writers, until they are fully corrobo­
rated by good witnesses. Their rule should be to say nothing 
about any mec'ium until he or she has produced manifesta­
tions under strict conditions, and if necessary to warn them 
personally say that you will say nothing until tliat is done, 
and tliat will be enough to put all on gu;rd against imposition. 
It is a significant fact that none are so suspicious and skepti­
cal of mediums, as they arc of each other ; and a great many 
of them, and some who claim to be In the first ranks, 
denounce others as frauds and cheats, on general principles 
perhaps, without thc least knowledge whether they are so. I 
fear in some cases the denouncer knows enough to know that 
their words spring from jealousy and envy and not from 
knowledge or well-grounded suspicions.

What is wanted by the public is actual knowledge as to tlie 
genuineness of any and all mediums. They make their 
seances public and tlie public is entitled to have, and should 
have such knowledge ; to give the public such knowledge is 
more impo’lant to the medium than to anybody else.

All who can and will furnish such knowledge to those who 
observe their manifestations will be doing good to themselves, 
and to the world ; while those who might and do not will be 
doing very little good to anybody. Those who call themselves 
mediums; and cannot furnish such knowledge, are loo con­
temptible to be noticed in anyway, except when clearly 
exposed ; then they sliou'd be heartily denounced.

(O. W. Holmes, d September Allanite j
THE POETIC CLAIRVOYANCE.

What is the poet’s condition when writing ? If Shaksperc 
called it a “fine frenzy," a modern psychologist would be 

quite as likely to say it is a kind of clairvoyance. The poet 
is a medium, and he has always recognized himself as such 
ever since and long before the invocation which begins the 
great early epic. He holds the pen, and the divinity, tlie 
muse, the inspiration, the genius, the spirit-influence—what­
ever the time may choose lo call it—chapes the characters. 
The difference is this : In the “medium," commonly so-called, 
the mechanical process of writing is automatically performed 
by the muscles in obedience to an impulse not recognized xs 
proceeding from the will. In poetical composition the will is 
first called in requisition to exclude interfering outward im­
pressions, and alien trains of thought. After a certain time 
the second state of adjustment of the poet’s double conscious 
ness (for he has two states, just as somnambulists have) sets 
up its own automatic movement with its special trains of 
ideas and feelings in the tli Inking and emotional centres. As 
soon as the fine frenzy or quasi trance-slate is fairly estab­
lished, the consciousness watches tlie torrent of thoughts 
and arrests the ones wanted, singly with their fitting expres­
sion, or in groups of fortunate sequences which he cannot 
better by after treatment As the poetical vocabulary is 
limited and its plasticity lends itself to certain moulds, the 
mind works under great difficulty, at least until It has acquired 
by practice such handling of language tliat every possibility 
of rhythm or rhyme offers Itself actually or potentially to tlie 
clairvoyant perception simultaneously with the thought it is 
to embody. Thus poetical composition is the most Intense, 
the most exciting, and, therefore, the most exhausting of 
mental exercises. It is exciting because its mental states 
are a series of revelations and surprises ; Intense on account 
of the double strain upon the attention. The poet is not the 
same man who seated himself an hour ago at the desk, with 
the dust-cart and the gutter, or the duck-pond and the hay-
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stack and the barn-yard fowls beneath his window. He is j goodness and of badness ; and that good and bad arc per 
in thc forest with thc song-birds ; he is on the mountain-top mitted, at limes, to make their proximity to men known 
with the cagks. He sat down in rusty broadcloth, he is , some of them, by those manifestations which, being n cor-
arrayed in thc imperial purple of his singing-robes. Let him rcspondcnce with their predominant dispositions, loves, and 
alone now, if you arc wise, for you might 1Its well have pushed hates, arc sometimes of a puerile, ludicrous, grotesque, or 
the arm that was finishing thc smile of a Madonna,-or laid a , malignant character.

That the manifestations of even a low order of spirits arc 
not without their use, inasmuch as they afford proof positive

rail before a train that had a queen on board, as thrust your 
untimely question on this half cataleptic child of the muse, 
who hardly knows whether he is in thc body or out of thc 
body. And do not wonder if, when the fit is over, he is in 
some respects like one who is recovering after an excess of 
he base! stimulants.

BIBLE SPIRITUALISM.
BY WILLIAM CARPENTER.

th it the soul survives the death of thc body, and that there 
is a future Fife, in which some spirits rise from a lower to a 
higher state, and some degenerate from a low to’ a still lower 
state, each tending towards "his own place,” as the evil or thc 
good predominates and is developed.

That thc condition of mind in which-a person lives or is
found at any particular time, will, in some degree—1 know 

C CARCELY any-if any-Christian man will deny what the ' notin "hat degrec-dcterminc the character of thc spirit man 
O Bible throughout so unmistakably testified-namely, that । i^1"™ he or she may experience. “Let me repeat,” 
good spirits are present with us, as God’s agents, ministering sa> s a devout and experienced lady, who is also a charming 
to our wants, and preserving us from many evils; and, although । T'ler- “,hat a“ w® havc bcc« ta“«ht concerning the laws ol 
he will not deny that evil spirits are also present, laboring in Ilhc 5I’lr'tU11 * odd, tends to show that disembodied spirits arc 
an opposite direction to that in which good spirits |aborJ ^cted to us while wc are stiU embodied, by a principle of 
many are startled when they are reminded of the fact. But, ‘^"“y ’ and lbat lhe greater degree of elevation and purity 
is not, in truth, a great part of tlie ministry of good spirits- I hol,cr W" bc lhc natUrC °f thoSC
angels-to hdp us against cvil onc5? old Spenser ’"’Bering spirUs who arc sent to help us. 
poetically but truthfully moralizes—

“How oft their tiller bowers do an^cb lex 
To come to succour ui that succour want

EXTRACT FROM “ZANONL”
BY LORD LYTTON.

M an .s arrogant in proportion to his ignorance. Man’s natural 
tendency is lo egotism. Man in his infancy of knowl­

edge, thinks that all creation was formed for him. For 
several ages he saw in thc countless worlds, that sparkle

How o(t do they with golden pinions cleave 
The flitting *kies like flying pursuivant? 
Acai mt foul fiend* to aid u* militant ? 
They lor U* firht; they watch and duly ward* 
And their bright »q.*xdrony round about ux pMpb 
And all lor love, and nolhtnr for reward !
O, why should heavenly God to men have meh regard

If both good spirits and bad are thus present,—if "all the , through space like the bubbles of a shoreless ocean, only thc 
regions of nature,” as Addison believed, “arc swarming with petty candles, thc household torches, that Providence had^ 
spirits;” if, as that good and laborious man, thc Rev. George I been pleased to light for no other purpose but to make thc 
Townsend, Canon of Durham, Eng., believes, “the world of । night more agreeable to man. Astronomy has corrected this 
spirits is around us, and the death of the body is only the break ' delusion of human vanity : and man now reluctantly confesses 
ing of the bars of the dungeon which separates our own souls । tliat the stars are worlds larger and more glorious than his 
from the perception of their unmanifested presence,” if this , own,—that thc cartli on which he crawls is a scarce visible 
be really so, then the dispute with thc “Spiritualists” is speck on thc vast chart of creation. But in the small as in 
brought within a very n-rrow compass—namely, Is “the dentil । the vast, God is equally profuse of life. Thc traveler looks 
of the body” indispensibk to our perception of spirit presences? upon the tree, and fancies its boughs were formed for his 
That it was not always so, numerous Bible narratives shelter in the summer sun, or his fuel in thc winter frosts.

But in each leaf of these boughs thc Creator has made atestify7. That it is not so now, 'I know ; and what I know
thousands and hundreds of thousands, all over thc world, world; it swarms with innumerable races.
know, also. j water in yon moat is an orb more populous than a kingdom is

Each drop of

People rub their eyes and pausc-if, indeed, they no not i of men. Everywhere, then, in this immense Design, Science 
wax too indignant to pause—upon reading such things as | brings new life to light. Life is thc one pervading principle, 
these; as if they involved the enunciation of something new and cven fo* lhinK tliat seems to die and putrify, but engen- 
or heretical. But people who call themselves Christians should i ^ers ncw ^G and changes to fresh forms of matter. Rea- 
know that it has been the doctrine of the Church in all ages— ■ SOning then, by evident analogy if not a leaf, if not a drop 
Jewish and Christian, and has been, besides, the belief of, of water, but is, no less than yonder star, a habitable and 
devout men everywhere, and in all times. “This doctrine," i breathing world—nay, if even man himself is a world to other 
writes Archbishop Tillotson, “is not a peculiar doctrinc of the lives, and millions and myriads dwell in thc rivers of his 
Jewish or the Christian religion, but the general doctrine of bIood> and inhaWts carlh’ common sense (if your schoolmen 
aZZ Religions that ever werc; and, therefore, cannot be objected'! bad ^ would suffice to teach that thc circumfluent infinite 
to by any but Atheists." In like manner John Wesley entered which >ou ^ spacc-the boundless Impalpable which divides 
his “solemn protest” against the giving up of a belief in this carlh from ^ moon and »!*«-« 6H'd ^o with its corrcs- 
doctrine, to do which was to be “in opposition not only to I indent and appropriate life. Is it not a visible absurdity to 
the Bible, but to the suffrages of-the wisest and best of mcn j SUPPOSC ^at Being is crowded upon every leaf, and yet 
in all ages and nations;” and he adds, “with my iatcst j absent from the immensities of space ? The law of the Great 
breath will I bear my testimony against giving up to infidels, System forbids thc waste even of an atom, it knows no spot
one great proof of the invisible world ; I mean that of witch­
craft and apparitions, confirmed by the testimony of all ages.”

In the verywhere something of life does not breathe.
charnel-house is tlie nursery of production and animation. Is 
that true ? Well, then, can you conceive that space, which is 
thc Infinite itself, is alone a waste, is alone lifeless, is lessA Careful and candid review of this subject, especially if it 

is made by thc aid of that light which wc may derive from , , , , . , , , . . ,i a t t • . . £ , . useful to the one dcrign of universal being than the deadthc Bible, leads, I think, to these conclusions:— , ■ , , i । i r .carcass of a dog, than Uic peopled leaf, than the swarming
That disembodied spirits, who have attained to a state oE gJobuk? Thc microscope shows you the creatures'on the 

purity which fits them for it, are, as represented in the leaf. nff mcchanical tube is yct invented to discover thc 
Sacred rilings, thc intermediate agents between God and | nobkr and morc gifted things that hover in thc illimitable 
his creatures, especially thc members of His Church, to Yet between these last and man is a mysterious and 
whom they are “ministering spirits" doing thc Lord’s will । tcrribje affinjty_ ^nj hence, by talcs and legends, not 
and work on earth. , wholly false nor wholly true, have arisen from time to time,

beliefs in apparitions and spectres. If more common to thc 
earlier and simpler tribes than to the men of your duller age, 
it is but that, with the first, the senses are morc keen and

That thc agency of these spirits is nowhere in Scripture 
intimated to have been peculiar to thc Biblical ages; but on 
the contrary’, to bc common to all ages of the world and of 
the Church.

That, as there are good spirits and evil spirits—angels and 
devils—so there are spirits of all intermediate degrees of

quick. And as thc savage can see or scent, miles away, the 
traces of a foe, invisible to the gross sense of the civilized 
animal, so the barrier itself between him and the creatures of 
the airy world is less thickened and obscured.
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THE GOLDEN AGE—A PROPHECY BY MRS. TAP- 

PAN.
The time will come, when, instead of the necessary appli- 
•1 ances of the magnetic telegraph, mind will converse with 

mind though thousands of miles intervene. Already clair­
voyance, mesmerism and spiritual power, havc developed this 
in individual cases. Tliat which individuals can do now, will 
finally become the property and possession of the whole 
world, and it will not be strange nor miraculous, if, by and by, 
you shall sp$ik to those who are across the wide waters of 
the Atlantic, with the power of thought—thinking your 
thoughts, they responding in intelligent and continuous con­
versation. Why shall this not be done, since time and space 
and all that belongs to substances in nature, are amenable to 
the power of the spirit, and cannot prevent its growth ? The 
time will come when, instead of the cumbersome methods of 
mechanism that now exist, methods which in their turn far 
transcend those that have hitherto been employed, there will 
be subtle forces, so subtle and potent, that with the very 
thought man can shatter the fabric of this temple, or move 
any object in the external world. A Napoleon governs the 
armies of the world, and yet the staple thought that lies 
behind all these movements is not even known ; nor can sci­
ence discover its existence. The vast armies of the world 
move on to their destruction by the will-power of a single 
man, and yet science has not determined what that will­
power is. If man can sway a man to do the work of oestruc- 
tlon and of creation, if cities can be upreared, as if by magic, 
beneath the hand of controlling genius and commerce; if 
temples can be erected outvying the structures of the uni­
verse in their symmetry and harmony, all by thc invisible 
thought that shapes humanity to do its bidding, what may not 
be done when another stage of science has been introduced, 
and another strata of thought prevail in thc world ? Behold ! 
there shall be also creation. That which man does do shap­
ing himself now to the^eeming inexorable laws of nature, he 
shall do still more and more by understanding these procces- 
ses ; and, if he can shape the lily and the rose to a loftier and 
more perfect bloom, he shall by and by out of the empty air 
create the lily and the rose, and see them bloom before his 
consciousness. Even as now he does in degree, so he shall 
then do fully. You know that you raise your hand, but you 
do not know by what power you do it. You have not even a 
knowledge of the sublime mechanism that connects the will­
power with the structure that you inhabit; how shall you then 
deify and perfect it, if you do not know that which is most 
essential, thc connecting link between thc mind and the body? 
And when this connecting link is known, and when this will­
power fully shapes to the harmony,' nature, behold 1 instead 
of thc decaying forms and bodies that arc overcome with 
disease, you will say to the disease, depart, and it will depart, 
even as the Healer bade it do with those that came after Him. 
It is no miracle that healing is performed by the spirit. It is 
rather a cumbersome imitation that makes man resort to 
drugs and poison for the removal of all disease. It is rather 
the penalty you pay by being wedded to the grosser forms of 
matter. But when the spirit abides, there shall be no neces­
sity for these methods of healing, no necessity for these out­
ward methods of construction, but if you be robbed of a 
part, by what is considered accident, the power of atomic 
structure may again, by the rapid succession of atoms, make 
that structure whole.

And the time will come when all the atoms of the eaith’s 
surface have been ground over in the great mills of life, to 
the perfection and refinement required, when the Golden Age 
shall come upon earth, and when man shall abide here, not 
chained and fettered by organic law, and the slow process of 
human decay, but abide here as a voluntary spirit in material­
ized form, of which he himself has evoked thc process by thc 
laws which we have named. And he will abide here at the 
pleasure of his own will, and he will abide here in full conso­
nance with the spiritual laws of the universe. All the strug­
gles of the past; all the epochs of 'time and change; all the 
mystery, sorcery and magic of science; the wonderful reve­
lations of religion, have been to this end, that the golden 
epoch shall come, when man shall not be enslaved by matter, 
but shall rather vanquish even every atom and every element; 
thc winds and waves do his bidding; the rays of thc sun

and the lightning become his swiftest messengers, and al! 
life and all beauty be made to harmonize with the glories of 
the spirit Then shall the dessert be made to blossom as the 
rose; then shall the fountain spring in thc wilderness, and 
then shall the rocky caves yield back thc sounds of life, and 
the ocean waves shall no more engulf human forms in destruc­
tion and despair; for man shall abide on earth, the king, tlie 
conqueror of all these substances, and under the Infinite 
Spirit he shall move on, clasping hands with those might} 
angels, that do His work in worlds afar off.

THE USE OF SPIRITUALISM TO WORKING-MEN.
BY J. T. RHODES, OF NEWCASTLE, ENO. '

ITH the spread of education of late years, working-men 
a« becoming more Independent, and think more for

themselves ; that they arc possessed of some of the noblest 
traits of character to be found in any class of society, is 
evidenced by the fact of the different organizations and 
societies they have originated and carried on for the benefit 
of one another. Take for instance the temperance move­
ment—spreading its cause from a few men of Preston through 
the land, till the Church of England, the last in the move­
ment, has been bound to take sides In the question, and Her 
Majesty has just become the patroness. The same may be 
said of other organizations, botli political and social, and if 
we take the religion of Jesus of Nazareth, we find that thc 
common people “heard Him gladly.”

This will no doubt be the case with Spiritualism of modern 
days, with its attendant phenomena; it is all the more neces­
sary that thc subject should be disseminated among them, 
because just in propotion to thc want of education or re­
ligious influence among them, do they lead sensual lives. 
“Let us cat, drink, and be merry, for to-morrow we die,” is 
always thc language of those whose knowledge of their 
nature is limited to their animal propensities. If wc can 
show them, as Spiritualism alone can do, that “if a man die 
he can live again,” it gives them an impetus to live out their 
true nature intellectually and spiritually. Let a man once 
realize the fact that he is surrounded by spiritual beings con 
nizant of all his actions, it will deter him from many an evil 
action ; it will enable him to understand, to an extent that he 
never did before, the true import of the words, “Thou, O 
God, secst me.’ It may be urged that a man deterred from 
evil actions by the fear of observation is not very virtuous. 
True, but “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” 
and a man who begins to regulate hi| thoughts and actions 
first from a fear of the consequences, eventually loves to do 
right for the right's sake, and just in proportion as the 
toiling masses of the community are brought under good 
influences and the true knowledge of theirnature,so will the 
nation be benefited thereby, because, as I think all will admit, 
the prosperity of England depends, to a great extent, upon 
its sons of toil.

That the present time is a critical one with us is easily to 
be observed if we look at tlie conflict that is taking-place 
between capital and labor, between temperance and drunken­
ness, religion and immortality, and I think I may safely say 
also between Spiritualism and Materialism. I think it just 
possible that it will be for Spiritualism to lay thc ax at the 
root of the tree of ignorance, and bring it low with all its 
branches, to teach men that they have a spiritual body (not 
as matter of belief, but as one of demonstrated fact) as well 
as a natural body; that they live in two worlds at the present 
time; that when this natural bodyjs cast off they live again, 
and that they must be judged according to the deeds done in 
the body, whether they be gcod or evil; that they, and they 
alone, must suffer the consequences of their own actions; that 
they must learn rather what they must “do” to be saved, than 
what they must “believe ;” that they must “work out their 
own salvation,” though it be with fear and trembling, either 
in the darkness, or with courage, help, and guidance in the 
new spiritual light of modern revelations. When these things 
are brought home to men as thc result of hard facts within 
tlie cognisance of each, it is then that man will feel that he 
can, and must, love his neighbor as himself, live for others 
as well as himself, live a pure and holy life, worshipping God 
in spirit and in truth.

A copy of the Spiritual Scientist will be sent to any address 
in thc United States for twelve months,on pre-payment of f 2.50
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vet of hi* writings. will find this well adapted tn their 
wants and convenient for reference and peruul, and 
A valuable Work to put Into the hand**4 any one dr- 
sirous of knowing what k taught In the writing* of 
the New Chdrch.

Prke, |) 50. Postpaid by kujI. AI*o in Half Tur­
key Moroccos £6 00-

E. IL SWINNEY, 20 Cooper Union, Nr w York.

Books for sale by the 
Scientist Publishing Co.

HUDSON TUTTLE’S WORKS.
THE CAREER OF RELIGIOUS 

IDEAS; Their ultimate, the rrligBn ol Science. 
English edition, pamphlet- Price 60 cts-

THE CAREER OF THE GOD-IDEA 
IN HISTORY; finely bound. Price Ji,.*}.

THE CAREER OF THE CHRIST- 
IDEA IN HISTORY; finely bound. Ibicefraj.

THE ORIGIN OF THE STEEPLE
AND THE CROSS ; a unique tract. Price to cts

STORIES FOR OUR CHILDREN; 
by Hudson and Emma Tuttle; a beautiful and inter. 
e*Ung book expretaly written for the children of 
Jneruut* and Spiritualist*.. Price 15 ct*.
These work* are too widely known to need commen­

dation. They are boldly radical, fearlov and their 
ogicu nnaawerable. Wc mail them on receipt of price.

Irk calculated that one person in even seven might 
become a medium by observing the proper condition#. { 
Th* thousands of Spiritualists have, in most CUM, 
arrived al their conclusion* by agrocie* established by | 
themsclvc# and Independently of each other and of the 
urn ice* of profewooaal medium*. Every spiritualkt k 
indeed an “ jnvrxligator,”— it ©ay be at an advanced 
stage; and that all may become *0, the fallowing con* 
dilfon* are presented a# those under w foch the pho 
no ucna may at all time* be evolved.

Inquirer* into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circle* in their own homes with no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present- Should no mult* be 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit­
ters One or more person* p<M>e**lng medial powers 
wfhoul knowing it arc to be found in nearly even 
household.

1 . Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, 
bu* cool rather than warm—let arrangement* be nude 
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no 
Interruption for one hour during the sitting of (he cir­
cle.

3 Lei the circle consist of from three or five to ten 
ind viduab, about the same number uf each sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with j»U tile palm* 
of the hand* on its top surface- Whether the hand* 
tou^h rath other or not i* usually of no Importance. 
Any table will dis font large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitter*. Thc removal of * hand from 
the table for a few *«ond* doe* no harm , but when 
one of the alttrrs break* thc circle by leaving the table 
it wartime*, but nnt always very considerably delay* 
the manifcslalkrx.

y. Before the Atting begins place some pointed cad 
pencil* and some sher** of clean writing paper on the 
table, io write down any communication thal may be 
obtained,

4 People who do not like each other should not sit 
n the same circle, fur such a want nf harmony tend* 
to wrevent manifestations except with weM-d*rcloped 
physical medium*: it U not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief ha* no Influence on thc manifestations but 
an acrid feeling against them U a weakening influence.

5 . Ref ore the manifestation* begin, rt k well to en­
gage in general conversation or in ringing, and it is beat 
that neither shpuki lx of a frivolous nature. A power­
ful, earnest feeling among the member* of the arete 
give* thc higher spirit* more power to come to the dr. 
dr, and makes it more difficult for the lower spirits to 
get rear.

6 The nn< symptom of the invisible power at work 
is often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over thc 
hand*. Tbe first manifestation* will probably be table 
tilling* or rap*.

7 . When motion* of the table or sounds arc pro­
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk lo Wit table a* to an intelligent being. 
I-et him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean 
“Yc< one mean* “No,” and two mean “Doubtful/’ 
and a-k wh.lhcr the arrangement is understood. If 
three signal* be given in answer, then say, “If I speak 
the letter* of tkvalphabet slowly, will you signal every 
time I crone to the letter you want, and spell u* out a 
message r” Should three signal* lx given, set to work 
on the plan proposed, and from this tune an intelligent 
system of communication k e*tabli*hcd-

E Afterwards tbe question should be pul, “Are we 
silting tn the light order to get the best manifestation* P’ 
Probably some member* of the circle will then be told 
to change scat* with each other, and thc *irnals will be 
afterward* strengthened- Next ask, “Who k the 
medium P* When spirit* come assarting themselves to 
be related or known to anybody present, well-cho*cti 
question* should be put to test the accuracy of the 
of the statements as spirits out af thc body have all the 
virtue* and UI the failing* of spirit* in the body.

9 - A powerful physical medium k usually a person of 
an impulsive, anectioTurte, and genial nature, and very 
sensitive to momeric influence*/ Thc majority of 
media arc ladies.

The bc*t manifestation* arc obtained when the me- 
Hiunj and all the member* of thc circle are strongly 
bound together by the affections, and are thorough!) 
comfortable and nappy; the manifestation* are born of 
the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental 
influences of earth. Family aides wilh no stranger* 
present, are axially the bert.

H the circle I* composed of persons with suitabk 
temperaments manifestation* will take place readily 
if thc contrary be the case, much perMneTxr.cc will D* 
necessary,

Possibly at the first rittlng of a circle symptom* ef 
other forms of mediumship than till? or rap* may nu ke 
their appearance*

gOOKS FOR SALE BT THE

SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO.,
William Deuton’s Works.

THE SOUL OF THINGS ; OR, Psy­
chometric RESEARCHES AND DIS­
COVERIES. By William and ElUabcth M- F, 
Denton.

Tn thk extraordinary book the author, who k a Pro­
fessor of Geology in, America, employed clairvoyant* 
to reveal to him by vkkn, events connected with the 
early history of geological specimen* ; these sensitive* 
thus saw the Martodo* and other extinct animals at if 
firing and moving before them , they likewise *aw the 
scenes by which the** prehistoric animals were sar- 
rounded. "The author afro sent hi* clairvoyants to ex­
amine portion* nf different planet*, and they gave de­
scription* of thc inhabitants physical geography and 
vegetation of each. The hook h illustrated with wr 
merou* engravings dr?wn by the sensitive* as the 
vkion* passed before their eyes. There b no doubt as 
to the i tegrity of the author, who also possesses suffi­
cient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would not 
cheat him- Tlie question as to the reliability of the 
narrative-* therefore ? narrow* itself down to the ques­
tion of the reliability of clairvoyance, which, when 
employed to gain information about distant place* or. 
earth, has been found sometimes lo give accurate rc- 
wults and sometimes Inaccurate result*. If ever inter 
pUnenlary communication should be established, it 
will be by means of clairvoyance or some other of the 
blent and little understood spiritual power* in man 
Tn three volumes. Volume J. price #150, postage 30 
vents. Volume IL and 111. contain over 000 pages, 
umn_. illustrated by more than 300 engravings. Erie# 
per volume, #1.00, portage ao cents; the two volumes 
#1-5^ F«tage 36 cent*.

NOTICES OF THE PRESS.
0 Wc have here a marvellous book- It h calm, and 

seem* perfectly sincere, and yet it makes larger drabs 
upon our credulity than any work wc ever before met 
with. Thc old alchemist* never conceived of anything 
half so strange. Spiritualism with all iu wonders, u 
scarcely a vestibule to what we art introduced to h-rr.

“ Were there any reliance to be placed on these reve­
lations, It would be iraposdbk to estimate thc value of 
this ntwly-dkcovered power, h would resolve a thous­
and doubt* and difficuliie^ make geology as plain a* 
day, and throw tight on all ike grave snbpct* that time 
ha* so effectually obscured?’—Naw York Christian 
Amdasaador.

“In the varied wonder* they describe there h a 
peculiar and intense interest. If what Is claimed in thk 
book be true, it records the most remarkable dheovery 
yet made as regard* the capacities of the human mind 
in it* abnormal stale?’—Norfolk County Journal.

“There w much extraordinary matter in these page*. 
It k a volume emphatically deserving of the reader*# 
choicest study?’—Iio*ton Tratxlixr.

“Though as concise as a text-book, we read “The 
Soul of Thing* “ with the fascination of a work of 
fiction. Indeed, it U truth UaeU, stranger than fiction 
written in the vivid style which u a part of Mr. Den- 
ton** remarkable power.” —SriKJTVA^jVT.
LECTURES ON GEOLOGY, THE 

PAST AND FUTURE OF OUR PLANET. 
A Great Scientific Work- Selling rapidly. Frice 
#Mo» portage 10 cents.

RADICAL RHYMES. POETICAL
WOR K. PKce firs portage 13 cent*.

RADICAL DISCOURSES ON RE-
LIGIOUS SUBJECTS delivered in Mode Hall,

Borton. Pi xe #t.x$, portage 16 cent*.
THE I R R E C O N C1 L A B LE REC* 

ORDS; nr, Genesis and Geology, fo op. Price, 
paper, a $ rents postage 3 cents; cloth 50 cents. 
poaU^e, 6 cents

IS SPIRITUALISM TRUE? Price
1J cents po-uge J cent*.

WHAT IS RIGHT? A Lecture de- 
livcrrd is Mtuic Hall, Benton, Sunday afternoon, 
Dec. 6th, 1WU Price lucent*, poatap > cent#.

COMMON SENSE THOUGHTS ON 
THE BIBLE. For Common Sense People. 
Third edition, enlarged and revised. Price 10 
cent*, postage a cent*.

CHRISTIANITY NO FINALITY.
of, Spiritualism Superior io Christianity. Price 
jo cents portage 3 cent*.

ORTHODOXY FALSE SINCE SPIR- 
ITUALISM IS TRUE. J rice 10 cents, postage 
2 cents.

THE DELUGE IN THE LIGHT OF
MODERN SCIENCE. Price to cent*.

BE THYSELF. A Discourse, PnVf
rc cents, portage 3 cent*.

THE GOD PROPOSED FOR OUR 
NATIONAL CONSTITUTION. A Lector, 
given in Musk Hall, Borton, on Sunday aftew 
noon. May ijik, iM^ Price 10 cents j*-*T*ga 
cent*.

For talc w holesale and retail by ScntWTisT PuauMi-
ING Co., iM Exchange Street, Boston, Mass.
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^DVERTigEMENTg. ^ADVERTISEMENTS. ADVERTISEMENTS.

gXPERIENCES

OF AN

INVESTIGATOR
with t:ie

MEDIUMS OF BOSTON

By “Diogenes.”
Suppose ad Individual should say//*! will become a 

candid investigator of Spiritualism, And visit the 
prominent spiritual mediums of Boston for this 
purple,’*—what weald be the result? We thought 
this would be an InterearLig record, and shall present 
such an experience. These articles will be continuedj 
bat each Is complete In itself, and deals with one medi­
um. The investigator at all times places himself in 
that "condition" supposed lobe favorable to the best 
results. The experience is genuine, and a truthfully 
related..—Ed,

One of the most able writers on the Boston Press 
was engaged for the above purpose and Jdv experience 
i* a record of facts worthy the attention of every Spirit­
ualist Admit tin gthe honesty of the medium, and thc 
unconscious control, the experience is indeed a subject 
of study, and worthy tho attention of every medium 
and Spiritualist The Investigator passes his comments, 
on each lining, and we are enabled to sec thc average 
amount of evidence which he gets from a general inves­
tigation. How can mediumship be improved and perfec­
ted? should be a prominent question for consideration 
among Spiritualists. The series Includes sixteen of 
the most prominent of the public mediums Boston* 
at that time. As follows.

Dec. io, Miss Susie F. Nickerson. 
Dec. 17, Mrs. Mary Hardy.
Dec. 24, Mrs. Susie Willis Fletcher. 
Dec. 31, Mrs. E. J, Wells.
Jan. 7, Mrs. C. H. Wildes.

{an. 28, Mrs. Susan E. Crossman.
'eb. 4, Mrs. S. K. Potter.

Feb. 11, Frank T. Ripley.
Feb. 18, Mrs. S. Dick.
Feb. 25, Mrs. Margaretta Sunder­

land Cooper.
Meh. 4, Mrs. N. Nelson
Meh. 11, Mrs. Nugent, (Card Clairv’t). 
Meh. 15, Mrs. Belle Hamann.
Apr. 22, Mrs. L. W. Litch.
May 13, Mrs. Dunning.
May 21, Prof. McLaren.

We have a few complete sets of the 
above left over from our files and bound 
volumes. They will be sent, post paid, 
on receipt of $1.00.

ONLY A FEW LEFT.
Address,

Scientist Publishing Co., Boston.

AGENTS FOR THE SCIENTIST.
New York and United State*. American 

New* Co., oleule Agent* for Newt Dealers

New York City. A. J. Davit & Co., a. Ent 
Fourth Street, Sale* and Subscription*.

Hartford, Conn. Abram Row, Railroad Depot 
and 0 Trumbull Street Sale* and Sutocription*.

Lunenburg, VL J. G. Darling & Co., Sale* 
and Sobacription*.

Philadelphia, Penn. J. H. Rhodes M. D 
918 Spring Garden Street Sale* and Subscription.*.

New Orleans, La. C C Haley, to Commercial 
Place and 153 Poydru St Sale* and Subscript! ni-

San Fr»ncl*co, CnL H. Snow, ,19 Kearney 
Street Sale* and Subscriptions.

Ct Louis, Mo. H. L Kemper, 6*0 North Filth 
Street Sales and Subscription*.

Chicago, TIL R. P. Publishing House, Adam* 
Street and Filth Avenue. Sales and Subscriptions.

Cincinnati, Ohio. J. R- Hawley, ifi^Vkio
Street, above Fourth. Sale* and Subscription*.

Roeheeler, N. Y. D. M. Dewey Sale* and 
Subtcqptwn*.

QEO. WOODS & CO.’S

ORGANS
Th eve remarkable instrument* have created much 
interest in America and Europe by reason of their 

Beautiful Musical Effects
Elegant Designs and Elaborate 

Finish.
Their PIANO Stop is a piano of beautiful tone, which 
will never require toning. All Interested in music 
should know of thia important invention.

GEO. WOODS & CO.
Cambridgeport, Mass

Warmoomc.' 66 & 68 Adams St Chicago,
*8 Indents Hill, London, England

HENRY F. MILLER, 
1 Piano-Forte Manufacturer, 

611 WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS.

BOSTON RIDING ACADEMY
OHEKIXD FOR TUB SEASON AT

1045 Washington Street,
for Pupils or Classes A new Academy, turpa^ing any 
in the city. Everything in compete order. There is 
also connected a well ventilated boarding Mable, for 
which we solicit thc patronage of thc public.

PROF. J. M. SMITH.

THE GREAT SENSATION
* Of the Age.'

11 People from the Other World.”
COL. OLCOTTS FfDDY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT

MANIFESTATIONS,

Moit astounding development*. Spirits weighed and 
examined. Investigators at their unts* end. Nothing 
like it ever Men or heard. New version of thc

“KATIE KING EXPOSE.”
Tables turned on thc accusers. Who are the frauds 
The most wondrous book of the age.

Agents Wanted In every town to sell it. For 
particulars address

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO. HARTFORD
CT.. AND CHICAGO.

THE ALPHA- THE ALPHA, 
1 A MONTHLY PAPER

devoted to the a use of woman and reform, published 
by the Moral Education Society of Washington, D Q

Terms /loo per annum.
Address

Mrs Emma A- Wood, 819 TwcntvFrnt Street, 
or Dr- Caroline IL Winslow, 1 Grant Place, 

Washington, D. C.

BEAUTIFUL FRESH FLOWERS,
U ANU FLORAL DESIGNS

FOR ALL OCCASIONS.

DEE & DOYLE, 
FLORISTS AND SEEDSMEN, 

57 Tremont Street,*Boston.

$CIENCE OF SPIRITUALISM,

A TRANCE ADDRESS DELIVERED BY

J. J, MORSE.
TRANCE MEDIUM, OF LONDON,

$3.00 pr 100., single Copies, 5 cts

Address Spiritual Scientist, Boston,

MONTOUR HOUSE
H A V A N A, N. Y.

One black (rom Depot, and five minute* walk from 
Mr*. Martie*'* (late Mr*. Compton), the acknowledged 
wonderful Materialiung Medium.

Pleaaant room*, good table and reascuiRe charge'
GORDON N. SQUIRES.

THE WONDERFUL HEALER
A And Clairvoyant

MRS. C. M. MORRISON, No. rat Westminster St, 
Magnetjc treatments given- Diagnosticating disease by 
nock of hair, ii.oo. Crve age and sex. Remedies 
sent by mail. In the past two year* Mrs- Morrison’s 
Control has given two thousand ON* hundred and 
righty-four magnoies, by lock of bain and in thc 
past year over onw thousand fatirnts. suffering 
from chronic And complicated disease* have been cured 
with her magnetised vegetable remedies.
gy Specific for Epilepsy and Neuralgia. Addre

MR8. 0. M. MORRISON,
P. O. BOX, ,,19. BOSTON, MASS.

TAR. FRED. L. H. WILLIS
Maj be addressed until further notice

Glenora, Yates Co., N. Y.
DR. WILLIS claim* that he has no superior in Psy 

^hrocnetric Examinations, either by hair or hand 
writing, combining as he does accurate scientific 
knowledge with keen and starching clairvoyance.

Dr. Willis claims especial skill in treating all dis 
eases of the blood and nervous system. Cancer#. 
Scrofula in all itx forms Epilepsy* Paralysis, and 
all thc most delicate and complicated diseases of both 
sexes.

Dr. WUU* has been pronounced by the controlling 
Influence* of Mrs- Conant lo be unexcelled by any one 
in thc country.

Prof. I. R. Buchanan, perhaps*thc best authority of 
the age in such matters, has pronounced his psycho­
metric powers of a superior order.

Dr. Willis is permitted to refer to numerous parties 
who have been cured by his system of practice where 
all others had failed.

Send for Circulars and Reference#.
AU totters must contain a return postage stamp.

THE MAGNETIC HEALER, 
1 dr. j. E. briggs, is also a Practical

Physician. Office 34 EaM Fourth st Address, 
Box, 82, Station D, New York City.

DR. MAIN’S HEALTH INSTITUTE.
V 60 DOVER STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

A Medical Diagnosis of Disease, with Directions for 
Treatment, may be obtained by Correspondence, stating 
age and sex, and enclosing a lock of hair of thc patient* 

address and fee of /lock

CUSIE NICKERSON - WHITE,
TRANCE MEDIUM.

130 W. Brookline St, 
Su Elmo, Suite 1# Hours, 9 to 5.

TO THE FACULTY-. 
1 A QUIET AND RETIRED HOME.

Mi. . JONES having taken a Hou5c.it No. 42 Dover 
St, is thus able to offer invalids, or ladies in con­
finement, pleasant and airy rooms with good nursing'.

CPIRITUAL SCIENTIST
A WEEKLY JOURNAL OF

Spiritual Science, Literature, Art,

and Inspiration.
Without disparagement to any other organ of Spirit* 

ttalism now before the public, we may confidently say, 
that there are many Investigators who fed the need of 
a weekly like the “Spiritual Scientist,** less filled up 
with advertisements than the other journals leu secular 
and miscellaneous more singly devoted to Spiritualism, 
pure and simple, more strictly scientific in it* scope and 
intent. Wc hope that all Spiritualists will do what 
they can to help us to a cfastatku.

We ask then the co-operation of ad friends of the 
cause here and in Europe in strengthening our hand#, 
that wo may make the “Spiritual Scientist,** what we 
hope to make it- and what it ought to be—the organ of 
the beat and highest thought on the great subject that 
is destined to have such a leavening effect upon all 
existing systems and creeds- Now is the time for 
effectual aid.

TERMS: $2.60 PER ANNUM.
Scientist Publishing Company

18 Exchange Street,
Boston, Mass.

Hou5c.it

