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RECENT
MATERIALISTIC SPECULATIONS VIEWED IN 

THE LIGHT OF SPIRITUALISM.
MY M. A- (OXON),

The meeting of the British Association, at Belfast, Ireland, 
has been signalized by (he delivery of remarkable ad­

dresses by two great leaders of scientific thought, Profs.Tyn­
dall and Huxley. The conclusion arrived at by Prof. Tyndall 
may be roughly summarized thus: Matter is the one fact, 
self-cxlsfent and self-contained. Prof. Huxley affirms that 
man is, or, at any rate, may be, a mere machine. So that 
these two philosophers have between them reduced things to 
very simple conclusions. “ I,” an individuality, rational, as I 
imagine, responsible, possessed of mind and soul, capable of 
contemplating tlie mysteries of Nature and the operations of 
Nature’s God, with yearnings after immortality within, and 
evidences of disembodied life all around,—“ I,” and my con- 
ciousness, and my aspirations, and my soul, and my immor­
tality,—I am one vast fallacy. The man of science steps for­
ward to enlighten my ignorance, and to lift the veil from my 
eyes. “ I ” am a machine, a mere result of Automic Evolution, 
standing alone in the midst of that which alone exists, and 
which I have hitherto foolishly supposed to be the product of 
my own sensations, but which is the one real existent entity, 
all else being the baseless fabric of a speculative brain. 
Matter Is the one Final Cause: that which alone can be In­
vestigated. Mind, Soul, Spirit, God,—old wives’ fables, cun­
ning speculations, dreamy aspirations at best, the outcome of 
sentimental fancy, or of visionary enthusiasm. There is one 
entity, Matter, and Tyndall is Its Prophet Man Is an Auto­
matic Machine, and Huxley Is the most perfect spedmed.

It will be expected that some evidence should be adduced 
in proof of the epigrammatic summary which we have ven­
tured in. The proof is not far to seek. After a long resume 
of the perpetual conflict between science and theology, the 
Professor goes on to say:—

“We have the conception that ail we see around us, and all 
we feel within us—the phenomena of physical nature as well 
as those of the human mind—have their unsearchable roots 
in a cosmical life, if I dare apply the term, an infinitesimal 
span of which only is offered to the investigation of man. 
And even this .span is only knowable in part. We can trace 
the development of a nervous system and correlate with it the 
parallel phenomena of sensation and thought. We see, 
with undoubted certainty, that they go hand-in-hand. But we 
try to soar in a vacuum the moment we seek to comprehend 
the connection between them. An Archimedean fulcrum is 
here required which the human mind cannot command, and 
tlie effort to solve the problem, to borrow an illustration from 
an illustrious friend of mine, is like the effort of a man trying 
to lift himself by his own waistband.

“ Is there not a temptation to close, tn some extent, with 
Lucretius, when he affirms that' Nature is seen to do all things 
spontaneously of herself, without the meddling of the gods ?’ or 
with Bruno, when he declares that Matter is not * that mere 
empty capacity which philosophers have pictured her to be, 
but the universal mother who brings forth all things as the 
fruit of her own womb?’ The questions here raised arc in­
evitable. They are approaching us with accelerated speed, 
and it is not a matter of indifference whether they are intro­
duced with reverence or with irreverence. Abandoning al[ 
disguise, the confession that I feel bound to make before you 
is that I prolong the vision backward across the boundary of the 
experimental evidence, and discern in that Matter, which we, 
in our ignorance, and notwithstanding our professed reverence 
for its Creator, have hitherto covered with opprobrium, the 
promise and potency of every form and quality of life."

“ Religion, though valuable in itself, is only man’s speculative 
creation.’ It is good for man to frame for himself a theology, 
if only to keep nim'quict.”

“ And if, soil unsatisfied, the human mind, with the yearn­
ing of a pilgrim for his distant home, will turn to the Mystery 
from which it has emerged, seeking so to fashion it as to give 
unity to thought and faith, so long as this is done, not only 
without intolerance or bigotry of any kind, but with the en­
lightened recognition that ultimate fixity of conception is here 
unattainable, and that each succeeding age must be held 
free to fashion the mystery in accordance with its own needs, 
—then, in opposition to all the restrictions of materialism, I 
would affirm this to be a field' for the noblest exercise of what, 
in contrast with the knowing faculties, may be called the crea­
tive faculties of man. Here, however. 1 must quit a theme too 
great for me to handle, but which will be handled bv the lof­
tiest minds ages after you and I, like streaks ot morning 
cloud, shall have melted into the infinite azure of the past."

This is a dreary outcome of this blank materialism. We 
do not use the words as any epithet of reproach. We simply 
state a truth, however cunningly the Introduction of a certain 
“ Mystery’’ may strive to spiritualize the plain avowal. If the 
man who avows as his creed a belief In Matter as containing 
“the promise and potency of every form and quality of life" 
be not a Materialist, then words have lost their meaning, and 
a devout believer in Jesus Christ may not fairly be called a 
Christian. The solitary qualification of this creed that la dis­
coverable throughout the long address, Is owe that the Profes-
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sor will scarcely thank us for crediting him with, this, namely, 
that though his belief in matter is so profound, he is not 
able to assert precisely what matter is.

W« mortals stalk, like horses In a mill, 
Impassive media of Atomic will.

No Great First Cause inspired the happy plot, 
But *U was Matter, and no matter what.

Mr. Huxley’s elaborate argument affirms throughout that an 
animal is, or may be, a Conscious Automaton, i.e., a machine 
with the attribute of consciousness. It is not necessary to 
quote isolated passages from an elaborate address, the whole 
tenor of which is to establish this proposition. The elimina­
tion of spirit from the individual man, and the destruction of 
intelligence at death, Is the fitting complement to that Materi­
alism which reduces all things to Matter, and blots out the 
Deity from the Universe.

What has Spiritualism to say to all this ? In the faith which 
is professed by us, have we any points of contact with the 
Professors ? Hardly any. The whole teaching, nay, the very 
existence of that belief which is called spiritual, Is entirely 
opposed to the creed of Tyndall and Huxley. They tell us of 
Matter, the Unknown and the Unknowable, yet the one Really 
Existent Fact We reply that even If you can define Matter 
at all, which you confess yourselves unable to do, you are but 
scantily acquainted with its properties : and as your acquaint­
ance grows, unless you confine yourselves within a narrow 
groove, you will find that Matter vanishes and gives place to 
Spirit We tell you that the external manifestation which is 
known to us in this sphere of being, is so far from being the 
permanent reality which you profess, that It-Is but the shell 
that covers spirit, and that to borrow the Professor’s language, 
Spirit will live, indestructible and eternal, when he, ana mat­
ter with him, “shall have melted into the infinite azure of the 
past"

They tell us of matter as Its own Fnal Cause. We reply that 
it is so far from being final or actual that they will find it dif­
ficult to demonstrate its real existence, and that Bishop Berk­
ley’s argument Is, at least, as forcible as Prof. Tyndall’s. The 
very properties which the scientific school of thought has, 
with one consent, agreed to regard as invariable in Matter are, 
we tell them, open to grave question, and, in some cases, to 
easy disproval by the experiments of Spiritualism. The law 
of gravitation, supposed by them to act invariably, is seen to 
be frequently suspended by the action of a Force of which 
they have no knowledge. Solid objects are found, under cer­
tain conditions, to be no bar to the passage through them of 
other solid bodies, so that even into a closed room, or through 
locked doors, solid objects pass in a way which Science has 
no means of explaining. Nay more, not only are the proper­
ties unknown, and its very existence, as anything more than a 
Sensation, not capable of mathematical proof, but those who 
are searching most with its qualities, outside of the orthodox 
scientific groove,—a groove as rigidly bound by Scientific Dog­
matism as ever was the road to truth by Theological Creed,— 
these men will tell the Professors of that which amounts to
nothing short of a new creation: the formation of that which 
is apparently a perfect human forth in a room where no such 
form naturally exists, and of the resolution of this form again 
into empty nothingness before the eyes of careful observers. 
They may even obtain scientific evidence touching a new for­
mation of a living body from men who bear appended to their 
names the magic tetters F.R.S., the diploma of scientific infal­
libility.

As to Prof Huxley’s automaton, we tell him that what he 
mistakes for man is only the temporary shell which man oc­
cupies during his present state of being. That accretion of 
atoms round the spirit body which enshrines and protects it 
here, Is no more really a part of the man—the Individuality— 
the “ I,” than are his clothes. The time comes, the Professor 
and we alike know, when this body of earth is laid aside. For 
him It is done with, and for us, too. But for him there remains 
nothing else. .Exit is the epithet which he inscribes upon its 
grave. The Automaton is dead, and can work no more. For 
us the case is far different The old worn out body Is laid 
aside, indeed, but only because the Spirit, the Real Man, has no 
further need for it The spirit body with all Its faculties, and 
with more than all the life it had on earth, has passed to a 
higher sphere of existence and a nobler range of work. It 
has but undergone a process of development, and has been 
“evolved," to borrow language that Mr. FJuxley is familiar 
with, from the rude body which has served its purpose, and It 
is then translated into a higher plane of being. It Is not 
dead; for the Spirit know* no death. It has undergone dis-, 
solution: and is still a sentient, intelligent individuality In 
spite of its separation from what the Professors would call

if." ‘ dren should have passed unharmed through fire. But what
if. Huxley once declined In sarcastic language to investl?- ^an orthodox Preachers say to such things ? Miracles 1 They 
. . —i----- ' t----- ’ _<—. ar,, to be passed by with hurried step, to be accepted only as

events which used to happen, but have long since ceased.
....... ___ ,.., who told them that they have ceased? Who Indeed ?

some remarkable tricks, such as causing a room to'"Their cessation dates from the time when ignorant and unspir- 
“’“’---------_._ i_ v:_ i------- j _«—»----------on ;tuaj asinj, practically dethroned God from the government of

gate the phenomena of Spiritualism. He ha* a" soul above 
“twaddle," and “feel# no interest" in the subject Mr..Tyn- 
dali did.on oneh^Rsion, * fat condescend a* ta.perform at
a seance some remarkable trick*, such as causing a room 
vibrate by nipping a muscle in his leg, and playing a solo on

an inverted wine glass with his whiskers. One cannot but 
hope that the success of this performance may lead him to the 
conclusion that there are "things which his philosophy has not 
yet fathomed, and that he Is deluded when he imagines such 
remarkable results to be attributed to such unlikely causes, 
if he will go on he may find himself a Medium in spite of him­
self : and, at any rate, he will discover that Spirits dq not re­
quire to nip a muscle in order to cause a room to vibrate, or 
to use whiskers and an inverted wine glass in order to pro­
duce musical sounds. ' '

Should it ever chance that the Professors should become 
experimentally acquainted with the things which they pow ig­
nore and condemn, we may hope that their dreary creed which 
ends in annihilation may be reversed. It Is idle, we know full 
well, to quote against this Scientific Nihilism any arguments 
derived from the records of Ancient Scripture, or from modem 
experiences with which thpy are not acquainted. Nor is it 
necessary. The question is one that reaches further than any 
mere opinions held by any men however eminent in special 
branches of scientific research. It is a matter which concerns 
intimately the whole question of Moral and Religious Belief 
and Practice. And in this aspect we invite to it the attention 
of the Ministers of Religion and all who have at heart the 
cause of truth. Let these consider the alternative that Science 
by the mouth of Ils High Priest has placed before the people 
of England and America: and let them ponder on the answer 
they are prepared’to give. He has spoken, and it is well to 
gauge accurately what he has thought right to say. He has 
lifted up his voice from the chiefest platform of science, and 
his cry, in effect, has been, “There is no God. There is no Spir­
it There is no Immortality. Matterexists, and nought else." 
And his cry is taken up and echoed by the voice ot one not 
less powerful than himself. “ Man needs not to look outside 
himself for the cause or end of his existence. He is but a 
Machine." Away go all the dogmas of Religion. All is use­
less, since the God to whom adoration and prayer are offered 
is wiped out The very source and spring of all Religion—we 
had almost said of all Morality—is gone forever.

And what will the Preachers say ? Will they meet together 
in hearty accord and point to the unanimous consent of undi­
vided Cnristendom to the facts which the’ Professors deny ? 
As well expect the lion to lie down with .the lamb as such a 
Millennial Miracle. If they could perchance agree in defense 
of God and Immortality, they would but turn and send each 
other over dry bones of dogma which the world has long since 
cast aside. Will they enter into the conflict with the Bible as 
their Sword and do battle with the Professors on the ground 
of Inspiration and Revelation ? No two of them will agree on 
any but the broadest and simplest points. From that book 
each has drawn his creed, selecting that which pleases him, 
and that creed he vainly, endeavors to force upon -others; 
while they in their turn have their nostrums which they hold 
to be of universal application. Or will they boldly prove to 
their scientific opponents the facts which they deny ? Will 
they demonstrate to them a Present God, operating in their 
midst, and life perpetuated after death ? Will they prove the 
existence of a Soul apart from a Body, and the reality of a Life 
beyond the Grave ? How can they ? The Bible ! “ a farrago 
of delusions and contradictions.” The Church I “a mischiev­
ous compound of superstition and credulity, in which ambi­
tious priests compass their own ends by deluding foolish 
dupes?’ The Faith of Christendom ! “ there is no faith, but 
many contradictory opinions, each annihilating another. If 
priests agree in anything it is only in that on which their very 
existence depends?' Such is the way in which their weapons 
will be turned, and assertions which pass currentonly so long 
as they are unquestioned will be found to be sorry reeds 
when relied on against those who admit nothing, not even 
their own soul’s lite.
Here it is that the creed of Spiritualism steps in, and should, one 

would think did one not know otherwise, find a cordial wel­
come from those who wish to defend the faith of God and Im­
mortalfly. That Bible from which conflicting sects have 
drawn their nostrums, we see to be but the record of that pro­
gressive revelation of the Supreme which has never ceased 
among men. The contradictory views of God which are con­
tained In It, and which they nave spent ages of time and 
mountains of labor In vain attempts to harmonize, give us no 
difficulty, for we see in them the gradual growth of man’s 
knowledge, the ceaseless revealing of the Supreme, as man 
has been able to bear It The Miracles and records of the in-
terrention of spirit power which crowd its pages, so unintelli­
gible to them, are familiar occurrences to us. They occur in 
our midst, ,and we have no reason to explain their way by pro­
cesses of tortuous sophistry, To us it Is not strange that an­
gels should have talked with men, or even that the three chil­
dren should have passed unharmed through fire. ~
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the universe, and relegated him to an obscure heaven from 
which he never Issues. Or will they attempt to demonstrate 
the Resurrection to the satisfaction of the Professors ? Nine- 
tenths of them would attempt to force on them the resurrec­
tion of the body, ignorant or regardless of the fact that such 
a gathering of particles long since resolved into other forms 
of existence is physically impossible, They reck little of 
miracles who propound such a monstrous portent The mir­
acles of the world agglomerated and condensed would be 
mild occurrences compared to that. The rest of the Prophets 
who Have cast aside such ignorant superstition would find no 
weapon in their armory that might hew through the shield of 
unbelief. If they talked of universal belief, they would but 
•be met by the correction, “common superstition.”' If they 
talked- of instinct implanted in the soul, they would be met by I 
denial of the soul’s existence, and a reference to Molecular 
Action. In a "word,.they have need of the proof which we ■ 
alone can give,—that of experimental knowledge, of reiterated 
interviews with those who have cast aside the body, and who i 
have, in countless instances, returned to us the same intelli­
gences, with the same feelings and affections, and the same 
knowledge as they had when embodied amongst us.

Spiritualism alone can meet that dreary' cheerless Nihilism 
which has found such uncompromising exponents at Belfast 
It alone can tell the world of a creed founded not upon tradi­
tion, but upnh experience: a creed commendable to reason, 
and satisfying to man’s deepest wants. It will tell the Profes­
sors that God not only exists, but operates in our midst now 
as heretofore : and it will tell the Preachers of Orthodox Chris­
tianity that He is not the Anthropomorphic creation that they 
are wont to picture him. Il will demonstrate by rigid scientific 
process existence beyond the grave: and it will tell all that 
that existence is not the hybernation that some seem to fancy, j 
any more than it is a dwelling in the helpless hell, or the I 
dreary heaven that orthodoxy has imagined. It will trace out 
a rational scheme of existence gradually developed from the ; 
present without'break, and without spasmodic change, a 
scheme of regular growth in accordance with rational and in- ■ 
telligible laws of progress.

When will those who speak to their fellow-men on religious ; 
topics recognize the fact that the Gospel which they preach is i 
one that too often is So overlaid with figments of human error | 
as to have lost its charm for thinking men? With the Bible 
in their hands, can they not sec that a cycle of Revelation is 
waning to its close, and that to an advanced and progressive 
race an advanced Gospel is being preached ? God is revealing 
to an age that needs it a fuller andTcIearer knowledge of Him­
self. Doubtless the fogs and mists of error and deceit do 
hang around the truth. But what of that? Has it not always 
been so ? Has God ever saved man the trouble of gaining 
truth by experience? And what is the use of the Watchman 
if his eyes cannot discern the signs of the times? If his 
gaze cannot penetrate the thin veil, let him yield his place to 
one who has more piercing vision. To men of Science and 
men of Religion alike we say with confidence, “Sirs, the bat­
tle between you is one in which we alone can mediate.” The 
claims of that department of human knowledge which arro­
gates to itself the exclusive name of Science are Incompatible 
with tliose of Orthodox Theology, This has long been appar­
ent to every one but Theologians. That which alone can re­
suscitate popular Religion, as an active vitalizing power, is pre­
cisely that element which Spiritualism can furnish,—Rational 
Faith, confirmed by Accurate Knowledge. To the man of Sci­
ence the experimental knowledge must come home before he 
can accept from the Theologian the Creed which he has to offer. 
And to the Theologian there must come a revelation of in­
creased knowledge before he can offer to thinking men a tan­
gible and realizable creed. Science and Religion in the future 
must unite on the ground of Spiritualism : and then we may 
hope that the Professors will cease from troubling, and the 
Preachers be at rest That Millennial Epoch, alas I is distant 
still. It will not come till Scientific Dogmatism is extinct, and 
Theological Bigotry is past. Science may be trusted to live in 
spite of its dogmatism ; but it will go harder with Orthodox 
Theology, unless its professors learn wisdom, and cease to 
claim a monopoly of Knowledge and revelation. It is easy to 
refer all that contradicts their self-made creeds to Diabolic 
Agency: to sneer at “ Science falsely so called,” and to vaunt 
the exclusive merit of their own form of faith. They will find 
such a line of argument of no avail with such as have fathomed 
questions into which they have declined to look, any more 
than they will succeed with such men as Tyndall and Huxley. 
If they will study the Bible instead of quoting it, they will find 
that history repeats itself, and that the points of- similarity be­
tween the present age and that which ushered in the Christian 
epoch are many and close.

Now, spikttual manifestations, insignificant as they may 
appear, trifling as they may seem, childish as some may 

be imagined, have settled forever the question of man’s im­
mortality, have demonstrated, beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that there is a life beyond the tomb to which all human kind 
are hastening.

OI^ESPOJWEJ4T3.

W
K present the following aubject* for the conuderalicn of those who may be 
pleaded to contribute to our columns, believing tful the opinions of individ­
uals, either baaed upon observation or on spirit information, may be of use 

to those who have not satisfied thcmvelves upon the points suggested^ We shall 
endeavor to notice all contributions,--either by publishing in full, or abstracting 
opinions expressed *—

i. In what respect, and In what extent, does the action of a disembodied spirit 
upon our organism differ from that of an embodied spirit I

7. Under what natural laws, and in what manner, do disembodied spirits act 
upon inanimate matter ?

J- If emanations from cur body are necessary for certain manifestations, how 
do they contribute Co the result I

Can embodied spirits act upon inanimate matter In the *ame way, and if not. 
why not ?

c. In what respect docs the vision of a conscious medium differ from that of 
other persons I

6. Can this slate of vision be produced, and hew ?

Mosherville, Mich. 
Editor Spiritual Scientist,—

The general unreliableness of spirit communications, and 
the discordance of spiritual phenomena, in my opinion, exist 
upon principles very little understood, even by those who are 
considered the most prominent advocates of modern Spirit­
ualism. A false basis of operations in a reform movement, 
renders, to a great extent, unavailable the most glorious truths 
or principles intended to be brought into requisition as the 
right arm of such reform movements.

Reason, judgment, and a knowledge of nature’s Jaws, seem 
to be the principle criteria by which the truth can be estab­
lished in finite minds in regard to discordant phases of the 
spiritual phenomena; though such truth may have been 
clearly, and for aught we know permanently, impressed upon 
the mind as eternal truth. Truth, then, is truth only to such 
as have a capacity to render a just verdict according to evi­
dence presented.

I am a firm believer in spirit communion, and have been 
for, at least, fifteen years, having been convinced thereof, 
mainly, by the power called spiritual influence, made manifest, 
In numerous ways, upon my mental and physical organism, 
which has been wonderful indeed ; yet, I do not place the 
least reliance upon word communications as regards their 
truthfulness. Truthful communications, that are regarded as 
prophetic of coming events, are no other than exceptions to 
the general rule ; and, therefore, are not reliable.

I claim to have been favored with a full solution of very 
many of the mysteries connected with modern as well as 
ancient Spiritualism ; yet, it seems difficult to find a publica­
tion through which I may present my peculiar views in rela­
tion thereto ; even professed Spiritualists tenaciously hold to 
errors early imbibed.

The facts, as regard the authenticity of reputed spiritual 
phenomena, are now well established in many minds of the 
higher order of intellect; yet, the whys and wherefores of 
unreliable communications and discordant phases of spiritual 
phenomena are little other than unsolved mystify. This is 
acknowledged by some of the most learned scientists and 
philosophers, after years of persevering investigation. Though 
the facts arc well established, the source, object, aim, and 
utility of the phenomena are little other than chaos, even to 
the best-illumined minds among believers.

Mediums must as necessarily undergo preparation as does 
the canvas for the portrait or landscape painter ; or as the 
plates on which the impressions are to be taken by a pho­
tographer.

During the variable processes of preparation, they are 
subject to severe trials ol false impressions, diiected upon 
the partially prepared tablet of their minds, as a means of 
testing its fitness for tile designed purpose for which it is 
being prepared. While thus undergoing these preparatory 
processes, little other than false impressions are made upon 
their mental or vocal organs by their “ control," who, during 
this time, may act as “ tempter," (Devil), or as representative 
of an “evil spirit,” or as what most Spiritualists would term 
“ low order ” or “ undeveloped ” spirits, or, if it be a more 
pleasing term, “Diakka,” as defined by A. J. Davis.

Notwithstanding the iconoclastic position of modern Spirit­
ualism in relation to the orthodox Devil, he seems to be 
allowed an uppermost seat In the sanctuary, though a new 
name has been given him, and having been divested of the 
othodox badge. To not only excommunicate His Satanic 
Majesty from the Spiritualistic sanctuary, but utterly anni­
hilate his name from the code of the Philosophy of Life, is an 
important part of my labor in the cause of Spiritualism. I 
shall endeavor to show that “Devil” nor “ Diakka " have 
any part, in a philosophical sense, In producing the spiritual 
phenomena. D. G. Mosher.
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[For the Sdentbu] 
SPIRIT INTERCOURSE IN THE AGES.

. I.

BY J. H. W. TOOK BY.

Blaise Pascal Is credijfd with saying, “ Humanity is a man 
who lives always and learns ever;” but just where and 

when this individual commenced the journey of earthly experi­
ences has not been so happily stated. Beginnings here, as 
in other departments of Archeology, however, belong to the 
prehistoric, not to historic times, and we must look to other 
sources than tradition and conventional opinion for the needed 
information. Turnip to the many-phased volume of Geology, 
then, we learn that Nature has been organizing her efforts, 
“ ever and always," though progressive and gradual, for the 
development of Man.

And from this point of view (in the language of another), 
we arrive at the conclusion that “ the earliest tribes, of which 
we find traces in every country, show, by what they have left 
behind, that they belonged to a race of beings standing on 
the very lowest point of civilization : mountain grottoes, sub­
terranean caves, or stone caverns their dwellings; rough-hewn 
stone flakes their hunting and fishing implements ; no domes­
ticated animals except the dog; no cattle, no agriculture, no 
written-language. . . . Savages, with few other than material 
win is, and those were to satisfy for the moment; to appease 
hunger for the day ; when necessary to protect the body from 
heat or cold ; to prepare the lair for the night; to follow the 
Instinct of propagation, and guard and tend the offspring.” 
(Prof. Nilsson's “Stone Age.")

Nevertheless, a sense of “manifest destiny had already 
dawned upon these children of the morning land; for “ the 
missionary Cranz relates that a great many Greenlanders, 
even in his time, used to lay the head of a dog beside the 
grave of a child, In order that the soul of the dog, which can 
always find Its way home, may show the helpless child the 
roadlo the country of souls." “ Whether this beautiful Idea,” 
adds Prof. Nilsson, “belonged to the Esquimaux or the mis­
sionary, has not been ascertained ; but Is, at all events, certain 
that the skulls of dogs have been found In Esquimaux graves, 
and also In other places." And naturally enough, since these 
rude primitive men have ever had a foreshadowing of life af­
ter death, though unable to look beyond their conditioned 
thought; concluded the spirits of the departed were destined 
to continue after death the same occupation they followed 
while on eartn. A conclusion shared-more or less in common 
by the earlier races, it being a law of mind that the same ob­
jects and the same aspects of Nature suggest the same or 
similar ideas to all men ; for,—

"Lol the poor Indian 1 whose untutored mind 
Sees God In clouds, or hears him in the wind; 
His soul proud science never taught to stray, 

■ Far u the Solar walks or milky way;
Yet, simple Nature to his Mge had given, 
Behind the cloud-toped bill, a humble heaven.

“But thinks admitted to that equal sky,
1 H\s faithful deg shall bear him company.”

(Pope.)

But “humanity is a man who lives always and /mmr ever;” 
and though these rude races “ change to angels by degrees"— 
they do so change/ What their “primitive religion may have 
been is to be ascertained only when we know their original 
habitats. But this, like the gilded butterfly, eludes our search. 
It approximates certainty, however, that India, Persia, Baby­
lonia. Syria, Phcenecia, and Egypt were but colonies. The 
Vandidad indicates a country north of the river Uxus, and Sir 
William Jones, adopting the story of the learned Sufi Mohsan 
Fani, declares his belief that a powerful monarchy once ex­
isted long before the Assyrian Empire, the history of which 
was engrafted upon that of the Hindoos who colonized the 
country between the river Indus and the Bay of Bengal In 
conformity with the views of this writer. Sir William accord­
ingly describes the primitive religion of Iran t nd Aryan peo­
ple as consisting of “a firm belief that one Supreme God made 
the World by his power, and continually governed it by his 
providence ; a plousfear, love, and adoration for him : adue rev­
erence for parents and aged persons; a paternal affection for 
the whole human species; and a compassionate tenderness 
for the brute creation." •

The magnitude of religious progress suggested by thisfonn- 
Ula of belief will be sensed best when contrasted with the fa- 
mili.’r Knowledge, that Mankind, whenin a ru^f state, attribute 
their own intolerance to their gods and spirits;'and in a

* (Jr. Wilder, In Ancient Symbol Worship.

double sense help to support the Imperfections of existing 
types. Nevertheless, “ in the very earliest ages, when man 
had just left the hand of Nature, when the senses were still 
imperfect, and the limbs were not freely under the command 
of the will man there communicated directly with spirit. In 
the Genesis of Moses the patriarchs ate bread and milk with 
the Elohim, and set before them a fatted call; and Homer’s 
gods communicated directly with men. Brahma, takes up the 
truly penitent to himself, or descends to them, and illuminates 
his whole being with peace. At that time there were no 
ghosts or demons, and the idea of spirit and matter were not 
separate.” • , ■ '

The result of this intercommunion of Spirit and Spiritual 
Life was an extension of belief, until “ The Hindoos, relying 
(according to the Zend books) on the geniis and Spirits, con­
cluded they were able to drive sickness away by their aid" 
(Enncmoser),—all of which culminated in the Jewish belief 
that the ministry of Spirits extended to t(ie guardianship of 
nations, as well as individuals. Hence the many providen- 
lional missions and messengers of that nation. “The most 
usual form in which (these) good angels appear, both in the 
Old Testament and in the New, is the human form. Il was in 
that shape they showed themselves to Abraham, Lot, Jacob, 
Moses, Joshua, Monoah the father of Samson, to David, 
Tobit and the Prophets. The one that appeared to Joshua on 
the plains of Jericho, appeared apparently in the guise of a 
warrior, since Joshua asked him, “Art thou for us or for our 
adversaries?" (Camlet.)

But these at best are the representaives of tribal gods and 
a clanish people, like begetting like, all parties delighting in 
Sacrifice, Punishment, and War. A belter conditioned and a 
more highly cultured people (the Greeks) “believed that 
departed human souls lingered around their former habita­
tions and families, to protect them. They invoked them in 
time of domestic trouble, and offered sacrifices to appease 
them when they thought they had been wronged\or were 
angry. They erected remarkable tombs, and at stated sea­
sons repaired thither to offer prayers and oblations to the 
Spirits of departed ancestors, whom they called Manes. 
Tlie offerings generally consisted of flowers, fruit, wine, and 
incense; but sometimes animals were sacrificed, and even 
human beings. Religious Rites, observed with regard to 
ancestors, are supposed to have introduced the worship of 
their Spirits, under the name of Lares and Penates, household 
gods, protectors of home and hearthstone.” (Mrs Child.)

A nation of warriors must attract and believe in Spirits of 
like sympathies, since in religion as in other departments of 
life “ a fellow feeling makes us wondrous kind.’’ We are 
told by Livy, “ accordingly, that soon after his disappearance 
from among men, the Spirit of Romulus revisited the dis­
tinguished senator, Proculus Julius, and addressed him as 
follows: ‘ Go tell my countrymen it is the decree of Heaven, 
that the City I have founded shall become the Mistress of the 
World. Let her cultivate assiduously the military art Then 
let her be-assured, and transmit the assurance from age to 
age, that no mortal power can resist the arms of Rome.’ 
Strict and persevering obedience to this coonsei eventually 
caused that colossal power to extend itself from Siberia to 
the Great Desert, and from the Ganges to the Atlantic." 
(Rev. E. L. Magoon.)

From the primitive savage to the educated warrior, from 
the mountain grottoes with its isolated, ferocious family, to 
over-peopled Rome, centuries of centuries have passed, and 
yet men live mainly on the fruits of war and plunder. Truly 
the mills of the Gods grind slow.

[to be continued.]

ANCIENT AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM.
A PARALLEL BETWEEN THE FOURTEENTH AND NINETEENTH 

CENTURIES.

Rev. J. D. Avlward, in a recent essay On the Mystical 
Element in .Religion and on Ancient and Modern Spirit- 

ualism, draws a remarkable parallel between the records of 
ancient thaumaturgy and of recent Spiritualism. Father Ayl­
ward collects passages from the writings of Proclus, Por­
phyry, and lamblichus, as well as from Psellus, “a Greek 
monk of the tenth century." The correspondence between 
the ritual of the Alexandrian mystics and the proceedings of 
our clairvoyants and spirit-mediums is most exact and notable. 
The sacred water drunk by the priest of Apollo, at Colophon, 
and by the Branchidian priestesses, suggests -the magnetized 
water of modern experimentalists. The phenomena of the 
mesmeric trance, of the inward vision or illumination, and of 
the power of the will over external objects without physical 
contact, are, all mentioned by the Alexandrians. Like recent 
Investigators, they were divided in opinion as to whether the 
origin of these phenomena was an occult natural cause or a 
supernatural influence. The more usual theory was tb it the

• Ennemo>er’a History of Magic.
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soul and will were possessed by a specific god or demon. 
With this hypothesis Father Aylward compares the admission 
of Spiritualists that the necessary preparation for the expected 
manifestations is ** the consent of the will—a perfect submis­
sion, at least implicit, of the patient to the operator.” This 
is the express testimony of the French savant, M. Deleuze.

SPIRITISM AMONG THE ESQUIMAUX.

1'HE religion of the Esquimaux is, of all curious systems of 
theology, the most curious. Nevertheless they are not 

polytheists,'demon-worshipers, nor even idolaters, in the com- : 
mon acceptation of that term. They believe in one supreme 
deity, whom they call Toopgarsoon ; likewise In a devil, who 
is of the feminine gender, but whose proper name (if she has 
one) I could never ascertain. Their god is supposed to reside 
in a handsome stone dwelling, situated somewhere in the sea. 
His occupation, according to their notion, is a very benevolent 
one: for he is said to keep large herds of seals, sea-horses, 
&cn for the express purpose of providing entertainment for 
the souls of good men, which are transported immediately 
after death to the apartments assigned to them in the marine 
palace where his godship resides. A large apartment of this 
palace is’said to be fitted up with cooking apparatus, on the 
most extensive scale ; pots and kettles of such dimensions 
that walruses, sea unicorns, seals, &c., in large numbers are 
boiled or baked therein every day, to furnish a perpetual ban­
quet for the happy spirits of deceased Esquimaux hunters 
or such of them as behaved themselves with tolerable proprie­
ty while in, the flesh. Hence it will appear that the Esqui­
maux heaven consists of an never-ending feast of fat things, 
an eternity of Well-cooked wall us meat and seal’s blubber.

The devil (a female one. remember) is supposed to be an 
unworthy sister of the divine, Toongarsoon. She resides at 
some distance from her brother’s palace, on an inland, where 
game of all kinds is very scarce ; where she takes charge of 
deceased sinners, who, under her domestic management, fare 
worse, if possible, than the inmates of some of the cheap 
boarding houses in New York. In tact, these delinquent 
spirits suffer the pangs of starvation, and their cries and 
shrieks of agony are often heard above tlie bowlings of the 
Arctic gales and the angry war of the mountain torrents.— 
Prdf Sonntag's Narrative, Ss^C.

‘‘DEATH NOT GENERALLY PAINFUL”

WHEN the blood ceases to be oxygenated, physical sensi­
bility Is destroyed, and the oxygenation of thc^lood be­

ing accomplished by the lungs, if these organs arc obstructed, 
a proportionate privation of sensibility will necessarily be the 
result. The lungs are the weakest of all the great vita) or­
gans ; they ordinarily begin to die sooner than other parts, 
and their function Is actually suspended before that of other 
organs. Thence it follows that the oxygenation of the blood 
being gradually suspended, the privation of nervous sensibili­
ty immediately ensues, and there can be no suffering. These 
theoretical notions are supported by facts. So far as my ex­
perience goes; If a dying man be asked whether he suffers 
pain, he will, in the greater number of instances, answer in 
the negative; yet there may be at the same time a frightful 
appearance of distress. .

Myopinion, therefore, founded on a great number of obser­
vations of the character above mentioned, is that death is not 
generally painful, and that Nature, "like a kind mother," 
while she surrounds its idea with imaginary terrors, has con­
trived the animal organization in such way as to produce a 
natural anodyne in depriving the blood of oxygen. There will 
be found, no doubt, exceptions in chronic diseases already al­
luded to, as arising from physical causes, and there will be 
another class of exceptions of a different nature from moral 
causes, such as the recollection ot a bad life.—Dr. Warren.

The longing for immortality is so great in most men’s minds 
that in our toils, our troubles, and misfortunes we seem 

always inclined to cry out,—
" I'd rather be a pagan suckled in a creed outworn, 
So that, standing on some pleasant lea,

I might have glimpses that would make me less forlorn."

Belief AMONG THE ANCIENTS.—To the mind of men in the 
1 primitive, theological stage, the sun was a god drawing a

chariot of fire; the moon a goddess and, huntress. So diffi­
cult was it to escape these personifications, that we find rem­
nants of this Polytheism even in the teaching of the Christian 
Church, which assigned to every planet its tutelary angel. . . . 
On the Palatine (hill) the Romans erected a Temple to the 
goddess of Fever. We build fever hospital.*, and one form of 
prayer is a dose of quinine.—George Henry Lewes.

^piHit Jeachihop.

It is not yourself who is visible to the eye, but it is an or­
ganized body that conceals and covers the spiritual body, 
from which the body afterwards rises.

Spiritual science revea’s that the material of which the 
spiritual world is composed is infinitely finer than the finest 
human thought; it has infinitely less material property than 
the most infinitesimal particle of matter or force it is possible 
to conceive.

If any one prophecy, you say it is imagination. If anyone 
see heaven, you say it is a delusion. It a child say to its 
mamma, “ I saw an angel," you say it is a dream. If a grown 
up child see angels, you send him to an asylum for the insane. 
How can one spir.tually grow in a world so material ?

There have been seers canonized in the Catholic Church, 
and outside of the Catholic Church ; there have been those 
who saw visions of angels in their abodes,—held converse 
with them; but this subject has not been a matter of deep 
philosophical scrutiny and absolute test until the manifesta­
tions of Spiritualism at the present day.

Death is but a transition,—a continuation of the form of 
life here ; and that the spirit enters into a spiritual existence, 
precisely where it left this life, mentally, morally, and spiritu­
ally, changing only its physical nature, leaving behind the out­
ward physical body, when it entered into spirit life, but re­
taining every essential and property which constitutes that 
individual.

There Is not a person who has not said, “ If I had time I 
would study music, art, science, poetry, or logic, everything 
but these pressing necessities, anxieties of material life;" but 
underwhese cases of material life, they often usurp every power 
of the mind that Is most valuable to the individual. Do not 
scoin them then, but remember that with a change of life 
comes, a change of occupation.

We have this statement that “jnmy Father’s house are 
many mansions, and I go to prepare a place for you," which 
is a more direct and specific statement concerning the future 
life than any other to be found in the Scriptures. Tlien we 
have not only that, but evidence of his having been seen after 
death. We have all the varied inspirations and gifts of the 
Spirit, and finally we have the vision of John upon the Isle of 
Ratmos, which the Hebrews may take to mean a prophecy of 
the restoration of Jerusalem literally, but which Christians 
unquestionably believe to re'er to the spiritual kingdom which 
they shall inherit beyond this life.

Take the man of vigor, of life, of intelligence, of morality, 
and goodness, to-day: to-morrow he is dead. There is no 
life, no vigor, no activity, no consciousnes of the body. The 
life, the vigor, the intelligence, are somewhere. The 
Spiritualists say they exist spiritually. " But we cannot sec 
them,” says one. Neither can vou see them in the body. You 
cannot see that conscience—that love—all that makes the 
man, though you see the body. Now, that the body is dead, 
It is simply that the spirit still retains every faculty of mind, 
every power of thought, every gift of intelligence, every pro­
pensity: only these propensities are outgrown by the new life 
into which the spirit has entered.

In the life of Christ we see the practice of angelic Spiritual­
ism, united with the highest form of worship ever yet exhib­
ited on the earth,—the worship of the father in spirit and in 
truth,. After the departure of Christ to the world of spirits, 
we see Spirituaism, and the exercise of its sublime gifts, 
withdrawn once more into the bosom of the churches, and at 
length suppressed almost entirely as men advanced more and 
more into the fields of pure science, which they separated 
from religion and worship. The practice of Spiritualism then 
began to be looked upon as an evidence of gross ignorance 
and superstition, and even to be persecuted. The higher an­
gels, however, who have this planet under their charge, forbore 
to press the advance of the knowledge which they now per­
mit to flood the earth with its light They are coming down 
in phalanxes of glory, dispelling the clouds of Ignorance and 
materialism, dispersing the hordes of lower spirits, who have 
so long reigned over the earth, into realms where they will 
themselves obtain instruction ; and training those who are ca­
pable of being so trained to become the watchers, guides, 
and helpers of men on earth. It is, however, so stupendous 
a work to marshal, and place in order this vast assemblage of 
human souls/and tlie it flux from earth Is so great, that ages 
will elapse before this planet will have been rid of evil, and 
the state of the spirits nearest the earth become angelic. Be­
sides that, many of the nations are still plunged In this dark­
ness of Idolatry, to say nothing of the fact that the worship of 
some of the most refined peoples is. In some of its forms, idol­
atrous ; for to give to any of God’s creatures the worship that 
Is due to Him alone is Idolatry. All enlightened beings will 
understand our meaning.
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THE AMERICAN PRESS AND SPIRITUALISM

In comparing the English and American press editori* 
als on Spiritualism, we think the latter pays more atten­
tion, and is more lenient in its judgment, especially in 
admitting phenomena claimed to be -of spiritual origin.

It is not to be expected that all journalists have an ex­
perimental knowledge of this subject, enabling them to 
make an immediate and correct decision on the merits of 
each case; yet, nevertheless, it should be approached in 
an impartial and judicial spirit: the marvelous should 
find place in the columns of the press, when substantiated, 
as a matter of fact,—not for its sensational effect

Such appears to be the more general rule and tone of 
the American system, although there is not that intense 
partizan feeling manifested as in other countries.

Some papers, however, with deliberate intent, will sen­
sationally misrepresent an occurrence to afford an oppor­
tunity to sensationally correct it in a subsequent issue. 
It is against this toying with Spiritualism that we enter 
our firm and earnest protest; and simply in the interest 
of Truth, not for any injury to the cause of Spiritualism, 
for such treatment draws attention, induces investigation, 
and candid investigation will certainly make a true Spir­
itualist-

•‘The Chicago Times” is given to the sensational; 
even their funeral reports are not exempt in this respect, 
and their articles oftentimes have a “ taking head ” that 
must astonish the mourners. It seems to be proficient 
also in sensational Spiritualism,—possibly because, as is 
said, several of its leaders were frightened into Spiritual­
ism by means of dark circles held in Chicago.

Occasionally it presents an article which, if in any 
other journal, might be considered authentic ; but, before 
forming a judgment, it is well to give its writers an oppor­
tunity to correct their statements. A notable instance 
occurred recently. An article appeared beaded as fol­
lows : “ * Spirit ’ Puzzles—Phases of Development Pre­
sented by Chicago Mediums—Remarkable Effect Pro­
duced by Spirit Photography—A Meaty Nut for Our 
Scientists to Crack.”

A portion of this account, which related to spirit pho­
tography, we copied not long since, it being then the most 
positive evidence to a photograph taken under the most 
rigid test conditions; indeed, it seemed that the writer 
was most familiar with the various methods of imposture, 
and had carefully guarded against them. Therefore we 
thought great enterprise had been shown, and one of the 
most remarkable of phenomena verified. Fortunately we 
credited it to “ The Chicago Times,” for a week later we

have the following: “‘ Snide’ Spirits—A More Detailed 
Investigation into Ghostly Photography—In which Orms­
by Confesses that he Humbugged the Mediums—And 
Shows‘The Times’' Reporter How Spirit Photograghs 
arc Made—A Shadow of the Reporter’s Ancestor— 
Which Looks Like the Picture 01 a Flayed. Qut Skull, 
&c.” '

The parlies concerned are evidently wonderful men: 
we candidly submit that when a photographer succeeds 
in obtaining a three-column endorsement as-a genuine 
Spirit Photographer in a paper like “The Chicago Times,” 
and then hastens to confess that he is the worst possible 
of frauds, acknowledging that for months past he has 
willfully, scandalously, and maliciously cheated people, 
because they had faith in his ability and honesty,—We say 
“ wonderfulI " is a quite mild term. 1

But the imposture, as explained by him, is a most bun­
gling operation We could suggest a better method. His 
would most certainly have been detected by 'even a 
“Times ” reporter, and mist have been. The first report, 
under any contingency, is a willful fabrication-when con­
trasted with the second, or vice versa. We know nothing 
of the merits of the case, and the fairest and. quickest 
disposition is made by throwing it out of the court of 
public opinion, and with it “The Chicago Times” as an 
authority on spiritual phenomena. ' .

Therefore we say that the press should be more than 
careful in aiding any humbug or fraud under’ whatever 
name it may be guised. As a Spiritualist, we are pleased to 
see any and all impostors existing under the name of Spir­
itualism—and there are many of them—exposed from one 
end of the nation to the other. We know this to be the 
tone of all true Spiritualists. The Grand Truth still re­
mains unaffected, and becomes foe brighter as foe tarnish 
is removed. * j . ' . - . v

SPIRITUALISM AND " ETERNAL TORMENTS."

The primal and fundamental principle of Spiritualism 
is, that intercourse between the Spirits of the living and 
of the so-called dead—between embodied and disem­
bodied human beings—is not only possible, but that it 
has been practiced in all times, and among all nations. 
The very fact of the possibly return of foe Spirit after it 
lias cast off the mortal body is one of the strongest op­
ponents of the commonly-received orthodox dogma of foe 
passing of the Spirit at death to one of two places,— 
heaven or hell,—from which it either has no inclination 
to come back, in the first place, or is prevented by God 
from doing so, in the latter. The testimony of all the 
Spirits who return to hold communication with those left 
on earth is, that there is no such thing as “ eternal punish­
ment,” but that the after-life is one of eternal progress. 
They do tell of remedial punishment, which is a meand 
towards the ultimate elevation of those who have done 
wrong. This view is radically identical with that which 
is now being adopted by many intelligent minds, and is 
certainly more in consonance with the idea of a God of 
love than to suppose that by far the greater portion of 
the human race- should be consigned to eternal torment: 
for torment it is, and not punishment. Imperfect human 
laws are followed with a view to remedy crime, and .not to 
punish simply for punishment’s sake. The following 
statistics will show foe enormity of such a doctrine:.-1 -1

We find that foe whole population of the globe amounts 
to 1,274,000,000. Of these, 793,000,000 are pagan -idola­
ters; 12 0,000,000 are followers of Mahomet; 8,000,000 
are Jews ; making in all 9 21,000,000; all of whom, ac­
cording to our theological notions, are excluded from sal-
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ration, simply because they are without the pale of the 
Church of Christ. Setting these aside as lost, we have 
still left 350.000,000 professing Christians of one kind or 
another—observe, however, that the idolaters amount to 
at least three limes (his number. But, to be orthodox in 
our estimate, we must still further reduce the numbers *of- 
those likely to be saved,—first, by all the Roman Catho­
lics, of whom there, are 183,422,532; also the Greek 
Church, amounting to 74,624.300—the two latter amount 
irtg in all to 257.946,832. This leaves us only the Protest 
ant churches, tlie united members of which only amount 
to 99’755'534’ being not much more than a third of the 
whole Christian Churchy Shall we then stop here, and 1 
lake our 95,755.534 Protestants as the number of those j 
for whom salvation is possible? No, says our theology ; 
you must deduct from these, aj least, the Unitarians, 183,* 
000; the Mormons, of whom there are 100,902 ; the 
Swedenborgians, 12,000 : and some would even include 
the Universalists, amounting to 656,000, thus reducing 
the Protestants tn 94, 803,63 2. But we must remember 
that these'figures embrace a great variety of sects and de­
nominations, as the Lutherans, Calvinists, Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Methodists, Quakers, Moravians, Adventists, 
and others of less note, in each of which it is only the ad­
vanced minds that will admit the possibility of salvation 1 
out of their own communion. And were it possible to 
ascertain the precise number of those who are really the 
followers of Christ, perhaps our total would dwindle down 
from millions to as many thousands.

Surely these facts require no comment No thinking 
mind could possibly admit that speh a manifest failure of 
the whole scheme of creation Jis possible, and when we 
know from actual testimony that such a person and place 
as the orthohox devil and hell does not exist in the after­
life, we may well banish such God-degrading and demor­
alizing doctrines as these, which have, like a hideous 
nightmare, burdened humanity too long.

of ‘ The Banner of Light1 with regard to Mrs. Wood- 
hull’s theory.”

Prof. Tyndall says his recent address at Belfast was 
misapprehended, and that the charge of materialistic athe­
ism founded on it is not a just one. Now, he says, “ I 
have noticed, during years of self-observation, that it is 
not in hours of clearness and vigor that this doctrine (/>. 
atheism) commends itself to my mind ; that in the pres­
ence of stronger and healthier thoughts it ever dissolves 
and disappears, as offering no solution of the mystery in 
which we dwell, and of which we form a part.” As our 
correspondent remarks, in “ Recent Materialistic Facts,” 
“ If he will go on, he may find himself a Medium in 
spite of himself." The above was written since this 
prophecy was made, and already the professor acknowl­
edges an influence which impresses him with immortality.

Bn sure and read page 71, and please heed the sug­
gestions.

^HORT-HAND J^OTE?.

Nut Island, in Boston harbor, is chiefly noted of late for 
its production of cannon balls. .*v,.. It is not true that Bar­
num married Joyce Heath. The favored individual was a 
woman, not a.mummy........A thief in the Municipal Court 
the other day said he only took the plunder for granted. The 
judge, not having his spectacles at hand, wasn’t able to sec iL 
.......Don’t “drown" your sorrows—it is suicidal and may 
evoke a coroner........Belles and bells arc synonymous— 
they arc always elevated..... .The stranger who thought 

' that the streets of Boston could be illustrated by a corkscrew, 
had probably been using one....... The green-house on the 
Public Garden has been demolished, but there is no percepti­
ble lack of other green thing.* (and folks) in that well-known 
locality....... >T is said that there are no two faces alike ; and 
yet, there are some faces that like (if not love) another.......  
The question is often asked where all the horse cars in our 
streets go to. The question of time is quite important to 
the hurried citizen—and that rises very swiftly into the slow. 

।.........School Street Is to be widened, and the school sys­
tem of the city should be treated in a similar manner.......  
Several ot our Boston clergymen appear to be practically 
illustrating the spirit of resignation—and are going to leave.

: ...... Arout the largest gull is the—Mogul...... The New 
York Sun claims to “ shine for all; ” and yet its circulation 
extends to a very small part of the inhabitants of the globe. 
.......A walk around the common doesn't in the least make 
a square thing of it

Old Maids are not, after al), such misfortunes to them­
selvesor others as is commonly supposed. An old maid is 
often an ever-new blessing: if she Is only drawn mild nobody 
objects lo.her, and most people are inclined to like her. She 
is very likely to make herself useful, ten to one she has a 
keen knack at doing a thousand and one things, and is always 
ready for little odd jobs, which jobs, as the world goes, 
are always at hand. To be sure it isn’t quite musical and 
soothing to be called an old maid, and society, somehow, en­
tertains towards her a prejudice, but this is frequently unfair, 
and, possibly, it may be altogether unjust. Because a woman 
cannot, or does not wish to marry, she is not to be harshly 
put over the coals. Remember how very many that are mar­
ried envy lo their heart of hearts the old maid-. They would 
give all their old shoes, and gladly throw in the new, to ex­
change places. Besides, being an old maid is sometimes 
direct evidence of being sensible; and being sensible is 
something worth any woman's time and attention. Ladies, 
don’t have such a fear of being an old maid. Being such you are 
sure to belong to yourself, and can maintain your own honest 
individuality. That is a very great thing. To an extent we 
frankly confess to believing in old maids.

BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH.

We present on page 69 a report of a remarkable phe­
nomenon, it being no less than that of spirits controlling 
a dying—some might have said a dead—body. There is 
another instance on record somewhat similar. It occurred 
some forty years ago, but has gone the. rounds of the 
press, at intervals, several times since this period ;. we 
remember it faintly as follows: A sailor on a man-of- 
war. the worst type of an unruly fellow, a drunkaYd, 
shirk, illiterate, and almost uncontrollable, was taken sick 
and died. The surgeon had pronounced him dead; he 
was laid out, and.the crew had gathered about, when the 
body sat up right, preached a most excellent sermon of 
some length to the sailors, in the midst of which the as­
tonished surgeon and captain, who had been sent for, en­
tered, and listened, thoroughly surprised and impressed 
with the solemnity of the occasion and the discourse. It 
continued some moments, and then the body again fell 
back, dead. This incident was attested by the command­
er, surgeon, and other officers, and never satisfactorily ac­
counted for. The statement on page 69 can be easily 
verified, as the location and names of parties are cor­
rectly given.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.

The Boston Herald, as well as The Scientist, ap­
preciates the situation. It says, in its editorial column, 
“ Ensign Stebbins was in favor of the liquor law, but op­
posed to its enforcement, which appears to be the position
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THE PROPER LANGUAGE OF SCIENCE NON­
METAPHYSICAL.

Let theory be what it may, there can be no just question 
of the duty of observing faithfully all the instances which 

mental phenomena offer for inductive inquiry, and of striving 
to realize the entirely new aspect which an exact study of the 
physiology of the nervous system gives to many problems of 
mental science. One reflection cannot fall to occur forcibly 
to those who have pursued this study, — namely, that ’ it 
would have been well, could the physiological inquirer, after 
raising step by step from the investigation of life in its lowest 
forms to that of its highest and most complex manifestations 
have entered upon his investigations of mind without being 
hampered by any philosophical theories concerning it. The 
yery terms of metaphysical psychology have, instead of help­
ing, oppressed and hindered him to an extent which it is im- 
Btssible to measure ; they have been hobgoblins to frighten 

m from entering on his path of inquiry, phantoms to lead 
him astray at every turn, — after he has entered upon it, de­
ceivers lurking to betray him under the guise of seeming 
friends tending help. Let him take all the pains in the world, 
he cannot express adequately and exactly what he would — 
neither more nor less — for he must use words which have 
already meanings of a metaphysical kind attached to them, 
and which, when used, are therefore for him more or less a 
misinterpretation. He Is thus forced into an apparent en­
croachment on questions which he does not in the least de­
gree wish to meddle with, and provokes an antagonism with­
out ever designing it; and so one cannot but think it would 
have been well if he could have had his own words exactly 
filling his facts, and free from the vagueness and ambiguity of 
a former metaphysical use.—Henry Afaudsley.

COMMERCE A CIVILIZER.

It is always claimed, and must be conceded, that merchants 
stand well in history j since the history of civilization is to 

a great extent the history of commerce. The narrative of dis­
covery of new lands, of the estabiishment of friendly inter­
course between different lands and free institutions in those 
lands, Is to a great extent the narrative of the progress of 
commerce. When Casar resolved to visit Britain, he says 
that the Interior of that country was altogether unknown, ex­
cepting to merchants. Commerce, in the fifteenth century, 
sent Columbus to the West, and Vasco de Gama to the East, 
discovered two new worlds, and revolutionized- the trade and 
politics of the old one. “If we trace commerce (says Hume) 
In its progress through Tyre, Athens, Syracuse, Carthage. 
Venice, Florence, Genoa, Antwerp, Holland, England (and 
America), we shall always find its seat in free governments.” 
The fuedal system of the middle ages was destroyed by the 
rise of free cities, and commerce created these, aad all our 
modern civilization dates from them.

So commerce has fostered mildness and the arts of peace. 
It was a constant complaint among ancient nations that it 
caused the love of war to decay, “ Among the wandering tribes 
of Arabia the seeds of knowledge and refinement (says Gibben) 
go where the caravans go, and the merchant is the friend of 
manTind" The great religious wars of the Middle Ages were 
merged In commerce; much of the trade of modern Europe 
dates from their close. The beautiful coins and the beautiful 
stuffs of Asia had done much to reconcile our merchants with 
the Mohammedan world. The merchants of Languedoc were 
ever passing over into Asia, cross on shoulder, but it was to 
visit the market of Acre, rather than the sepulpchre at Jeru­
salem ; and so far had religious antipathies given way to mer­
cantile considerations, that the bishops of Maguelfone and 
Montpellier coined Saracen money, had their profit on the 
minting, and discounted the Impress of (he Crescent without 
scruple. Richard Coeur de Lion wore at Cyprus a silk mantle 
embroidered with sliver crescents. (Michalet’s France.)

So commerce has usually opposed itself to all disturbance 
of existing peace between nations. The commercial spirit of 
England resisted the rupture between this country and lire 
motherland. Merchants in the British House of Commons 
defended the liberties of America; and it Is stated in the most 
recent and able history of England (The Pictorial, &c.) that 
“ the English merchants offered to pay the taxes on the Col­
onies, or a substitute for them, rather than risk losing their 
trade.”—r. W. Higginson.

Pokthk i|yi that the world is governed by three things,— 
v by wisdom, authority, and appearance. By wisdom, the 
educated are ruled, while the multitude is controlled by au­
thority, and appearances direct the frivolous.

ALL FOR THE BEST.

Trust to the future, the present may fright thee, 
Scowling so fearfully close at your side ;

Face it unmoved, and no present can blight thee 
He who stands boldly, each blast shall abide.

Never a storm but the tainted air needs it, 
Never a storm but the sunshine succeeds it, 
Each as a lesson, and he alone reads it

Rightly, wl o takes it and makes it his guide.

PHENOMENA IN WASHINGTON.

The Washington correspondent of “The Cincinnati Gazette” 
writes, “ If the supernatural manifestations in our midst, 
of which 1 have been advised, make as rapid progress in the 

future as they have in the past six months, we shall be under 
no necessity of consulting with the Slades, and Eddys, and 
Davenports of Spiritualism ; neither shall we be tempted to 
witness the marvels of * Katie King,’ or require the descend­
ants of the Salem witch to call forth their Hontos and Owas- 
sos. But a truce to generalities. In the northwestern part 
of the city, in the very heart of the 4 West End,' stands a 
house now modernized beyond the recognition of those fam 1- 
iar with its rambling, uncanny, irregular masonry of a few 
years back. For two years the genial host had dispensed lib­
erally hospitality within its walls, and the youth and fashion 
of the city had gathered around the well-filled table. Last 
winter the gentleman of the house was suddenly and inex­
plicably struck speechless, and continued in that condition 
(or six months, when he as marvellously recovered his 
vocal powers. His explanation of the latter phenomenon was 
that during the night he was awakened by noises, as if some 
one was about entering or bad entered the house, and upon 
his endeavoring to rise, in order to frighten the invaders 
away, his.hand was seized and violently compressed, as if the 
aggressor possessed powerful muscular development In his 
fright and perturbation he called aloud for help, with no more 
effort than if he had beyn in the habit of daily using his voice, 
although, as I before affirmed, for six months he had been un*- 
able to speak above a whisper. As soon as he screamed, the 
hand relaxed its grip, and upon his lighting the gas and in­
vestigating the premises, not a vestige of ti e suspected rob­
bers could be found. The blinds and windows and doors were 
undisturbed ! Of course the affair was 'considered quite 
mysterious, but was soon overlooked In the rush of gayety 
and business. This summer the family left the city for the 
summer, and in the interim rented their furnished house to a 
family of reliable means and character. About dusk, evening 
after evening of late, these poor, frightened mortals have 
seen their easiest chairs occupied by weird forms and semi­
transparent bodies moving busily about. An impalpable ob­
ject, looking very much like a corkscrew in outlines, only 
nabilatcd in sombrest black, glides noiselessly and villain­
ously from one side of the room to the other. I wonder if it 
is Ine ghost of departed champagne bottles lamenting their 
loss of spirits ! Another creature, tall and thin, is clotTied in 
the winding sheet and shroud of a buried person. One of 
the young ladies had been so severely pinched on the cheek 
that welts have followed the cruel pain. Hair is pulled vio­
lently and unexpectedly, and the little children cower with 
fear, and scream as if in sudden pain from pinches and pulled 
hair. The matter has been hushed as much as possible, but 
has gradually crept out, as such things eventually will, and 
last night some ladles went in about dusk and saw for them­
selves the horrors of which they had heard. Conspicuous 
among all the assembled spirits stood the mourning-draped 
corkscrew and the knitting-needle in grave-clothes. They 
were slapped very impolitely on one cheek, but did not like 
the operation sufficiently to follow the Bible advice of turning 
the other also. The family are packing their things prepara­
tory to saying farewell to the haunted abode, and declare that 
no inducements would tempt them to longer remain.”

“MURDER WILL OUT.”

Under the above head “The North of England Adver­
tiser” publishes the following: —

“ In the year 1730, when Mr. Harris was in London, he re­
ceived a letter from his confidential servant, informing him 
that the house had been broken into at night, and that a lad 
who had lately been taken into service had mysteriously dis­
appeared. Morris, the butler, was found in the plate-room, 
half dressed, lied to a table, and with a gag in his mouth. 
His own account of the robbery was that, having been roused 
by some noise in the middle of the night, he had got up and
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gone down to the plate-room, the door of which had been pre­
viously forced ; that he ikas there seized, gagged, and bound 
before' he could escape, or even call for help; and that there 
were five or six men altogether, none of whom he recognised, 
except the lad lately taken into service, who had disappeared 
since that night. In those days there were no telegraph 
wires. After making a careful and strict search of the prem­
ises, Mr. Harris returned to his Court duties in town, giving 
up all hope of finding either his lost property or the criminals. 
Some six months passed away before Mr. Harris again 
visited his country seat, where he was received by Mr. 
Morris, and found everything in its usual state, nothing more 
having tv:en ascertained about the robbery. Tired with his 
long journey from town, Mr. Harris retired -early to bed, ard 
soon fell into a sound sleep. In the middle of the night hi 
suddenly awoke—as he himself was always wont to declare 
on relating the incident, he was in an instant thoroughly wide 
awake, how or why he never could explain, and he saw by the 
li^ht of a small lamp burning in his room the lad who had 
disappeared on the night when the plate wxs stolen, standing 
at the foot of the bed. Mr. Harris asked what he wanted at 
that time of night The boy beckoned to him, but made no 
reply. Again he asked him for what purpose he had come, 
and again the boy beckoned to him and pointed to the door. 
Mr. Harris was as devoid of fear as most men ; so he rose 
from his bed, partly dressed himself, took his sword under his 
arm, and then followed tlie lad, still beckoning and pointing 
with his arm out of the room. His own statement subse­
quently of his feelings was that he was in doubt as to whether 
the lad was alive or an apparition, that he felt no fear, but 
■only a strong desire to sec the matter to an end. The two 

, went down the staircase, and through a side door, which Mr.
Harris remembers to have been, to his astonishment, unlocked 
and open, then passed into the dark. The lad led the way for 
about a hundred yards towards a very large oak, the trunk of 
which was surrounded and almost hidden by low shrubs and 
bushes, which had been allowed to grow wild from some im­
memorial. Here the lad stopped, pointed to the ground with 
his forefinger, and then seemed to pass towards the other side 
of the tree. It was not a dark night, and whin Mr. Harris 
followed, as he immediately did, the lad had vanished from 
his sight. It seemed useless to search for him ; and after a 
little while Mr. Harris returned to the house, fastened the 
door as he let himself in, and went to his room for the re­
mainder of the night. Before the dawn he had resolved on 
his course of action, and having made his arrangements, he 
first had his butler, Richard Morris, taken into custody. He 
then sent workmen to dig round the oak tree, who came upon 
the body of the lad, buried in his clothes, scarcely a foot be­
low the surface. It was evident that his death was occa- 

♦ sioned by strangulation, as the cord was still fastened tightly
round his neck. , The butler, after attempting at first to deny 
having had any hand in the business, soon made a confes­
sion of the whole affair. He had two accomplices to help 
him in the robbery, who had carried off the stolen plate to 
Plymouth, but being interrupted by the lad whilst removing 
it, they had murdered him, and buried his body under a tree, 
where it was subsequently discovered in the way related 
above. They then proceeded to tie and gag the buuer, as he 
was found in the pantry. The murderers were never traced, 
and So escaped the penalty of their crime ; but Morris, the 
butler, was tried at the ensuing Exeter Assizes, and having 
pleaded guilty, was condemned and executed. ,

(Far the Scientist.)

' BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH.
SPIRITS TAKE POSSESSION OF A DYING BODY—A SINGULAR

PHENOMENON.

BY OUS OWN WEroKTO.

Amost remarkable phenomenon has recently occurred at
Lawrence. Susie M. Smith, a young lady about seven­

teen years of age, daughter of Dr. Greenleaf Smith, after a 
short Illness, died, Wednesday, September 9th, at six 
o’clock/tn the evening. And from this time until Friday at 
twelve o'clock, the body was apparently possessed in part by 
other spirits.

On Wednesday, the day of her death,she said, “ Father, I’ve 
attended my own funeral;" she described it as very real, de­
clared herself perfectly conscious of what she was saying, 
and also spoke of singing, and gave the name of hymns she 
had heard.

She continued rational during the day, when, finally, about 
six o’clock, she passed into violent spasms ; a gradual pale­
ness overspread her face from the forehead; she became 
speechless, dosed her eyes, and, to the senses of those about 
her bedside, life was extinct indeed, there seemed to be no 
question about it Our reader is aware how a loving heart re­
fuses to believe it* companion has departed this life, how it 
hopes against hope almost to the tomb, bo with the father,

mother, brother, and sister gathered around this bedside. The 
body had the unmistakable death-damp on its face.

Mqny minutes had elapsed, when suddenly, to the unde- 
scribable surprise of all in the room, came a deep gruff voice, 
the parted and moving lips of the body indicating its where­
abouts, which said,—

“RUB BOTH HER ARMS AS HARD AS YOU CAN.”

Without a second bidding, and recovering from their sur­
prise, the command was obeyed, when came a second voice, 
“ Raise her up in end." This being only partly understood, 
brought the heavy voice to say, “ Raise her up in end,—you’re 
deaf ain’t you?” Up came the body, it breathed naturally, 
but did not speak for a few moments.

Dr. Smith now sat behind the body holding it up, when it 
again spoke,'in another voice, “If 1 could move her legs 
around so that I could set her up on the foot-board, she'd be 
all right.” The doctor was pr -paring to carry this suggestion 
into effect, when he, with the body, was actually taken—lifted 
from their positions together—and both placed upon the foot­
board by some unseen power.

The body was now possessed by a spirit that was cheerful, 
lively, and not unlike its natural occupant

The doctor was about to ask if she hadn’t better be laid 
back, when the same force again lifted them, carried them 
both backwards,—he to his feet, and she falling to her first 
position in bed, apparently again as dead as could possibly

A few moments elapsed,—the doubt was settling into a 
certainty,—when a mild voice opened a conversation which 
continued three hours ; during this time it acknowledged that 
the body had been controlled by spirits out of the flesh.

A trance sleep followed.
The next morning, the body opened its eyes, said to the 

doctor, “ Please lie down on the side of the bed." He obeyed, 
and it said, “ Who am I, any way ;-" he replied, “ You are Su­
sie Smith." It answered, “No I ain’t; Susie Smith died last 
night,” and this opinion it maintained.

Friday the symptoms were again worse ; there were several 
fainting spells ; but after twelve o'clock, there were no indica­
tions of life.

The next morning, while in a lower room, and endeavoring 
to decide where to lay the body, an apparition, or Susie Smith, 
as the incredulous or credulous will have it, walked into the 
room, with plain foot-steps, and said, “ Right on the School 
Hill; right on the side of the road ”—then disappeared.

The location indicated was selected. In Denmark, near 
Brighton, Maine, the body lies in a newly selected lot, on the 
school house hillside.

The illness and decease occurred at the residence of her 
sister, corner of Cedar and Franklin Streets. The young 
lady has resided in Lawrence several years, was the organist 
at Webster Hall, with a large circle of acquaintances. We 
advance no explanation or theory to cover the case ; we give 
the facts easily attested, and the circumstances warrant the 
truthfulness of the statements.

CLAIRVOYANCE IN THE SEVENTEENTH CEN­
TURY.

Leibnitz, in the year 1691, was made acquainted with the 
pecularities of a young woman, who had excited a good 

deal of attention by her supposed ability to give appropriate 
answers to questions laid before her in sealed letters, and 
written in foreign languages,—altogether unknown to her. 
Her mother, a pious enthusiast, had consecrated her to “the 
Saviour ” before her birth, thereby giving a religious bias to 
hei mind and history ; making it as easy as natural for her to 
suppose that Jesus was the spirit, and the only spirit, aiding 
her in those wonderful clairvoyant tests. When she failed, a* 
fail she sometimes did, she wept bitterly, and said “ the Sav­
iour was angry with her, as he had never been before," all of 
which gave rise to a protracted controversy, attracting the at­
tention of the highest personages in the land. Among these 
was the Duchess of Hanover. She “ requested the opinion 
of Leibnitz respecting this miracle, as it was by many persons 
esteemed." His answer is Catholic and kind, but shows none 
the less how far removed the but philosophy of that age is 
from the elementry science of this. He says* “ For myself, I 
am clearly of the opinion there is no supernatural agency In 
the affair ; and that there must be some embellishment in the 
story of the English letter of Dr. Scott, to which, without 
opening it, she is said to have given an answer dictated by the 
Saviour. Meanwhile I am filled with astonishment at the 
nature of the human mind, of whose powers and capabilities 
we have no adequate conception. On meeting with persons 
like these, instead of rebuking and endeavoring to alter them, 
we ought much rather to desire to retain them in so exalted 
a state of mind, as one treasures up a curiosity or a cabinet- 
peice.” He further details the characteristics whereby 
dreams and visions may be distinguished from real percep-
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tions, and add* that men of vivid imigination, as is some­
time# the case with yotng persons educated in cloisters, can 
call up apparitions Before their mind’s eye as distinct as the 
reality, and especially when the appearances have some con­
nection with things actually existing.

He concludes: “ I often think that Ezekiel had studied the 
art of architecture, or was a court engineer, because he 
saw In his visions such magnificent edifices. But a proph­
et in the country, like Amos, beholds only landscape 
and rural pictures; while the statesman Daniel gives I 
rules in his visions to the! monarchs of the world. This 
maiden whom your Highness has seen may not, indeed, be 
compared with prophets like these; however, she believes she 
sees Jesus Christ before her eyes, because among Protest­
ants there are no other saints to be seen. The burning love, 
which, fanned by the hearing of sermons and by private read­
ing, she bears to the Saviour, has at length obtained for her 
the gracious gift of beholding his image or appearance. For, 
why should I not call it a gift of grace ? It does her only j 
good, it renders her happy, It makes her the subject of the 
most beautiful sentiments."—Mach ids Life of Liebnits.

SPIRITUAL FORCES IN ORGANIC LIFE.

Love Is spiritual heat, and truth spiritual light The tem- I 
perature of man’s body depends much upon the state of 

his affections : when they are warm and alive, they flow into 
or excite the natural body to activity ; the heart beats with 
increased force, the respiratory organs are more active ; more 
air, and consequently more oxygen, is received into the lungs ; 
oxydation of combustible materials throughout the body is 
more rapid, and the result is that the heat of the body is in­
creased. All this will ensue, although there is not a voluntary 
muscle moved. But the brain and nerves of voluntary mo­
tion partpke of the increased excitement of lire involuntary 
system, and there is an increased inclination to voluntary 
action, even though such action Is restrained by the will. , . .

In decaying organic solutions animalcules do not appear if 
light is excluded, but are rapidly organized when light is 
admitted. The tadpole, kept in the dark, does not develop 
as a frog, but lives and dies a tadpole, and is incapable 
of propagating his species. In the deep and narrow valleys 
among the Alps, where the direct rays of the sun are but 
little felt, a state of idiocy' more or less complete prevails as 
an epidemic, and is often hereditary.—Dr. John Ellis.

Tn “The-Revue Phil, ct Relig.,” of May, 1856, A. A. Mount- 
1 ersely said: “ When a table moving under the hands 
of four persons, myself included, in answer to a question 
of mine, announces to me beforehand the exact number of 
words and letters that the answer, often a long one, will con­
tain, and without a mistake as to either, Is it my reason that 
does this ? If so, let an academician try it

" When it spells out an answer in numerous verses, begin­
ning with the last letter of the last word of the last verse, 
and continuing thus backwards to the first letter of the strophe, 
is It my reason that does this ? If so, let an academician 
try It

“When I ask the reasoning being created in mv table to 
extract five cube roots of quantities occupying eight places 
of figures, and the answer is given me in three minutes, while 
I require two hours, with the help of a table of logarithms, to 
verify the result of the calculation, is it my reason that does 
this I If so, let an academician try 11"

J^OTE? AND JIOTICE?,

John A. Andrew Hall.—There was a large attendance 
Sunday afternoon, the audience listening with close attention 
to a lecture by Mrs. Floyd, delivered under spirit-control, the 
subject being “ Do unto others as you would have others do 
unto you." At the evening session, the lecturer spoke on the 
“ Book of Life," wherein a religion founded upon its teaching 
was different from the present theology. There are thousands 
of souls in the modern time educated with the old supersti­
tion upon them, who, on passing Into the nex» state of exis­
tence, look with regret upon mistakes made under the 
influence of religious teachings; and finding that state of 
existence but one step from the material world, and having a 
desire to make known the truth, manipulate the vapors affect­
ing thia life, gathering from them that which shall enable 
them to impress on the tfln of nan these thoughts—in 
reality forming an electric, ethereal atmosphere about him. 
It benefits him by robbing death of it* terrors, and giving 
the fond assurance that he shall there know as he has known ; 
that annihilation belongs only to the physical in closing 
tfie speaker said God s great religion is simply understand­
ing our own lives and giving the best promptings out of it

one to another. Several questions were asked and fully 
answered.

Beethoven Hall.—Tlie Music Hall Society of Spiritual­
ists held its first meeting, this season, Sunday afternoon, in 
Beethoven Hall. Rev. William Brenton was the speaker. 
He said Spiritualism is progressing rapidly. It is like a 
large stream which rolls ever onward towards the great sea of 
the future, and receives thousands of tributaries during Its 
course. Some people accuse us of being weak-minded, of 
reviving the superstitions of the middle ages, which, have 
been long since thrown into oblivion, bqt the advance of sci­
entific discovery daily proves the truth of our position. Sci­
ence at present is rapidly tending to materialism ; it shows 
us the beauties of this present world by exploring the caverns 
of the earth and bringing to light her hidden treasures. The 
theology of the past .is not sufficient for the present; science 
does not go beyond this, and something must point out the 
beauties of die future. This is the mission of Spiritualism, 
and this it performs well, and its influence is felt on all sides. 
Look at the pendulum, how it swings to and fro on its pivot; 
as far as it goes in one direction, so far will it go in the other. 
So, for every stride that science makes in presenting the hid­
den treasures of this world to the admiring eyes of the hu­
man race, Spiritualism goes just as far in painting the 
grandeur of tlie future home which awaits those who make 
good use of the present The religion of the future, said 
Mr. Brunton, must be materialistic in its formation, and so 
we give God-speed to tlie scientists who show us new beauties 
which are spri nglng up around us, every day, whether they 
be Tyndalls, Darwins, Huxleys, or the other great lights, 
of scientific discovery. There is no conflict between Spirit­
ualism and materialism, they assist each other; no truth 
need ever fear the existence of another; their spheres are 
always different, and there is no danger of a clash. Mr. 
Brunton then showed how Spiritualism, even in conservative 
England, had grown and was continually growing in influ­
ence. Darwin, who has discovered a solution of the great 
problem of the origin of species, has made an apology for 
Spiritualism, and those who are becoming disgusted with the 
shams of old churches easily embrace the new religion, the 
religion of the future. He asked his hearers to attest their 
love of religious progress by a generous support to’ the com­
mittee who had so strenuously pushed forward the work in 
the past, and who only needed the co operation of their 
friends to continue It in the future.

Children’s Progressive Lyceum, No. i.—W. S. Wil­
liams, Secretary, writes: The Lyceum held its morning ses­
sion as usual at Rochester Hall, 554 Washington Street The 
exercises, which were of an Interesting character, consisted 
of the Silver Chain Recitations, and Banner March, declama­
tions, readings, songs, &c2, in which the children of the Lyce­
um and friends participated. The declamations were by Miss 
Lizzie Thompson, Elna Berthesen, Etta Parr, and Mabel 
Edson. Reading by Mr. Joseph Miller. A pleasing incident 
was the rendering of a praise solo, by Carlotta Williamson, a 
young miss only five years of age, who did herself much 
credit

Boston Spiritualists’ Union.—The evening meeting of 
the Union was of the same nature as the preceding one, and 
fully as interesting. Dr. Storer spoke and answered questions 
under control. He seems to be exceedingly well fitted for 
answering questions of a scientific nature ; the logical and 
well-expressed views are instructive in the highest degree. 

। It is hoped that he will continue to be a martyr for the ad- 
। vancement of his hearers. It was suggested that a reception 
j be tendered to J. J. Morse, the English lecturer, and a com- 
; mittee was appointed to make arrangements.

A few general hints regarding the winter fashions are not 
inappropriate at this time. Bonnets, to begin with, will be 
small, something like an inverted saucer, with flaring brim, 
and will be worn far on the back of the false hair. Every im­
aginable thing will be put on these bonnets, from leather 
dusters to gold ornaments. All dresses for street wear will 
be shorter than ever, and are expected to clear the ground by 
an inch all around. The polonaise will be fashionable, closed 
in front ; also the apron front overskirt with long sash ends, 
let insertion will be en regie as well as expensive. Extreme 
light and extreme dark in materials will be the combination 
in suits. In short, our fashionable women arc expected to 
appear more ridiculous than ever next winter.

Books received. “ Homes, and How to Make Them; ” 
A Tale of Eternity, and other Poems," by Gerald Massey: 

James R. Osgood & Co., Publishers.
“ Vital Magnetism; * E. D. Babbitt, author and publisher.
Hallett, Davis & Go. exhibit in their window an organ 

which is very attractive in its appearance. Its case is made 
of California Red Wood and Laurel.

J. J. Morse, the English lecturer, tails for this country 
to-day, Oct 15, In the steamer Celtic of the White Stir Line, 
arriving at New York. •
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OFFICE OF

THE SCIENTIST PUBLISHING COMPANY, Spiritual Scientist,
9 Bromfield Street, Boston.

The Scientist is devoted to the advancement of Spir-. 
itualism in its purest and highest sense, and nothing con­
taminating in its influence will find place in its columns. 
It has correspondents in England, France, and various 
localities in the United States, enabling the publishers to 
furnish fresh, interesting, and instructive news of the 
progress of the movement in all parts of the world.

It presents each week a comprehensive review of the 
progress of Spiritualism in its practical, scientific, philo- i 
sophical and religious aspects. Its contents are suffi­
cient in variety to suit all classes-of minds attracted to 
Spiritualism and it endeavors to supply all that can inter­
est an investigator in that deeply important subject— 
Man's Immortal Existence.

Only a small portion—about one-tenth of the paper— 
is devoted to advertisements, and none that are objection­
able are admitted; The Scientist, therefore, contains as 
much reading matter as any journal of its class, although 
some may have more paper and half of it be covered 
with advertisements.

The Scientist will be a medium of instruction to In­
vestigators. Questions and objections will be freely 
answered. It invites the co-operation of lovers of Spir­
itual progress, and solicits their patronage and support

We shall enlarge The Scientist and add to its attrac­
tions to keep pace with a growing subscription list. We 
ask the uniform and cordial support of all Spiritualists, 
and that this support come at once. We depend on the 
liberality of our readers to show the world that a journal 
of this kind, with talented contributors, is not only large­
ly supported, but its advent is hailed by Spiritualists 
everywhere.

We again solicit your prompt subscription as an evi­
dence of your appreciation of the paper.

With respect, E. GERRY BROWN, Ed.

“ A LIBERAL OFFER.
- *

To persons who receive this Circular we will send the 
■Scientist, on trial, for three months, on receipt of

SIXTY CENTS.
By making this offer, we place it in the power of every 

one to advance the cause and the paper.
It would seem that all who have the least interest in 

Spiritualism could afford to do this.
Do not hesitate. Send in your name at once on this 

blank.

..............................................................1874.

Publishers of the Scientist, 9 Bromfield Street, Boston.

Ort receipt of this order, send the “Spiritual 
Scientist" addressed as follows: —

Name,............. . •.........• • •......... . ................................ ;...........

Torn,............. . .....................  State, ................................

‘County,...................... ..................................................

A WEEKLY JOURNAL -

Devoted to the Science, Philosophy, 
History, and Teachings of

SPIRITUALISM.
Two Dollars and a Half, per Year.

Seven Cents a Copy.

The following are a few of the notices which the 
Scientist has received:—

The “ Commonwealth ” FLwton, says; “ It L published by A company, weekly, 
in 12-page form, and ha* article) of a sober and Judicious character. It seems an 
effort |n unite reverence and a rational religion* faith with Spiritualism. There 
arc many who will hail Mich an exponent.”

The ” BoUon Herald ” in it* editorial column of September it, sayst u The 
Spirit Mat Scientist it the title of a new weekly paper, published and edited by 
Mr. E. Gerry Brown. We judge by the opening number that the editor propose# 
to make hi* paper the exponent of that belter clam of spiritualists who do not be­
lieve that every other lorm of revelation but theirs is false/’

** Boston Traveler.” ‘‘The Spiritual Scientist it the title of a new weekly 
paper, published and edited by Mr. E, Gerry Brown. Mr. Brown is a practical 
printer, and an active business man, well qualified to make an interesting paper.”

** Bo«ton Advertiser.” ^ Tfb.o Spiritual Scientist. nfr^My paper devoted to 
the science, history, philosophy, and teachings of Spiritualism, made its first ap­
pearance yesterday. Il is a twelve-paged, double-column sheet, of neat typo­
graphical appearance, and the Contents of the first number give promise that the 
enterprise will deserve the hearty support of the community in whose interest it 
is undertaken.”

” Boston Transcript” The Spiritual Scientist is a twelve page weekly jour­
nal, published at 9 Bromfield Street; Mr. E~ Gerry Brown who has for a number 
of year* been connected with the Boston Press, being announced as its editor. It 
Is to be devoted to the discussion and advocacy of the philosophy of Spiritualism 
in its highest and purest manifestations, and should be appreciated by the multi­
tude of believer*. The typographical appearance and general mechanical ar­
rangement of this new journal is excellent

” Commercial Bulletin.” “ The first number of the Spiritual Sclent kt ̂ vftt^ly 
journal devoted tothe science, history, philosophy, and teaching* of Spiritualism, 
was issued on Thursday, It is a convenient, twelve-page, double-column paper, 
and presents a very neat appearance. Mr. E. Gerry Brown, the editor, has been 
able to offer a very interesting array of original am selected matter, arranged ia 
suitable departments, and the new enterprise deserves the support of all Inter­
ested in the doctrine* it proclaims.”

“ Lawrence American.” The Spiritual Sclent let is the title of a new journal, 
edited by Mr. E. Gerry Brown, late of the business department of the “ Journal of 
Commerce.” Mr. Brown is a thoroughly conscientious Spiritualist, a pleasant 
writer, and a genial good fellow. The Scientist is a twelve-page paper, and the 
first number betokens good taste and ability. The believers in spiritual phenom­
ena,jxad all who would be informed as to Its best phases, will find in the new 
paper the most correct reports and scientific discussion of these matters. The 
publishing office is nt No. y Bromfield Street, Boston, and the subscription price, 
Imo.

The “ Haverhill Publisher” says: “it discusses In an able and candid man­
ner the various phases of this modem doctrine which is moving the religious 
world to its foundation. It is well calculated Co command attcnlion from all who 
are Interested in free discussion on all subjects pertaining to science and religion.”

The “ Quincy Patriot” M He U, in our estimation, capable of giving hit patrons 
an able paper, as the field he eaters it unlimited, giving him a grand opportunity 
to show hl# intellectual abilities. Wo would therefore call the attention of the 
many Spiritualists in this place lo the SctBNTUT.

“ Scrathbridre Journal" “ Th. editor Is a Spiritualist of sincere ecatrictioa J 
a genial, intelligent gentleman, and we wish him well."

“ The R. P. Journal," of Chicago, saps t “ It U conductod la an able maaaac."

Scientist Publishing Co.
9 BROMFIELD STREET,

BOSTON, MASS.
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SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
^J^OUNCEMENT?.

-=e=±=^==5j=^^
M31TINGS AND STANCES IN 

BOSTON DUBING THS WEEK.

John A*  Avpaw Hau-.—Arre M/rlingt, Sundar,— 
JXcUMhbw Mra. S. A-Flojrd,*.  ■ j-, *• “ 7 '-*  P M 
Th*  ahnliare privileged to uk Sny proper questions 
on spirituality. Excellent quartette tinging. Public 
invited.

*220 Washington Street
Y*. rn^airlM* of Jmeotrff • Spoelolip.

Causa*.'*  Paoaaaaaiva Lvcauu, No. I, hold*  it*  
Mraioa at 554 Washington Street, every Sunday at 
IO It o'clock. Wm. A. Wiluam*,  Secy.

Borrow SnarrVAUST*'  Union, at jm Washington 
Stnoi, on Sunday afternoon and evening, at 1 it 
•41 M o'clock. The public are cordially Invited.,— 

& William*,  PretiaenL
Lublin ■ Halu—Frrz Puttie Test Circlet at 19 i-a 

A. M« and y l«t P. M« Thoma*  Cook, Chairman. 
Free Spiritual Lyceum Conference at 1 P, M. for 
young and old speaker*,  declamations, Ac., Ac.

Maorum*’ Mbcting at Tcmti^rt*  JM/^ *8o  Waih- 
iagton Street, at 10 1-3 A. AL, each Sunday. All 
medium*  cordially invited.

Tm* Ladiks’ Am Society will until further notice 
hold It*  meeting*  at Rochester Hall, 354 Washington 
Street, on Tuesday afternoon and evening of each 
wveiuLMa*.  C. C. Haywamo, President $ Maa. 
Ella Mmadk, Secretary.

Bkktmovkn Hall, rear of 413 Washington Street, 
near comer of Boyhtoo Street. The Muric Hall 
Society of Spiritualists will commence meeting*  
Skinday October n,at quarter to 3 o'clock, and con­
tinue through the season.

Council No. 1.—New Fraternity Hall, cor. of Derke- 
ly and Appleton Street*.  Lecture*  afternoon and 
evening.

JOHN A. ANDREW HAUL, 
114Chaunoy St, BOSTON,

Will be leased by the Evening & a Serie*  of Evening*  
. a*  desired, for

^SJKXJBLlXS, CQWJKRTS, and X>1ML- 
XAT1C XXTXRTAJUiXJttiTS, 

Upon application to
O*  M. HUGGINS. Superintendent,

At the Hall, Daily, from • o'clock, A.M. to 6 P.M.

THE SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST, a weekly news­
paper devoted to Spiritualism; giving Reports of 
Meetings, and the progress of the movement In all 
pans of the world; description of Seined*  and Spir­
itual Phenomena; Extract*  from New Work* ; An­
swers to Correspondent*,  Ac., Ac.

, S/tofto^titit rtfcrjwkcre I Atif to 1 tula to I Ait

Tua SnarruAL Set intuit presents each week a 

comprehensive review of the progress of Spiritualism. 

In its practical, scientific, philosophical, and "religious 

aspect*.  Its contents are sufficient in variety osuit 

all classes of minds that are attracted to Spiritualism, 
and (t endeavors to supply all that can interest an 
investigator into the deeply important subject of

MAX’S IMMORTAL EXISTENCE.

Th* Saaarrurr will be * medium uf inatructiorr 

la Investigator*.  Question*  and objection*  will be 

freely answered. It invitee the co-operation of lover*  

of Spiritual progrent, and roliciu their patronage and 
support.

;'. ' Price, Seven Cents.
Two Dollars ant a Hal/ jper liar.

BOOKREADER^ AWW
The undersigned,, believing that Book*  should be 

fktop, a*  well m gee*,  proposes to tharo the profile 
oflroSo with the buyer, end reduce the price. He 
is an*  ready, end will nmd to order the <«<«•< and 
haat publication*  at • discount of twenty cent*  on the 
dollar. All orders over tea dollar*  (gto.oo) will receive 
a farther reduction ofyfw/<r rerrl.

Bm*a,  In all ttyte*,*o  Science, History, Travel*,  
Biography, Poetry. PMloaophy, Psychology, and Spin. 
ituaSha. wit*  week*on  Ethnology, Anthropology, and 
Natural Hiatoty, can be had at the above reduced 
rate—. • • t ■ e a , jm*

3»iSWtW^MjKfc;:'
for Aich can be aettled by corrrapoodena. ,

gar*  XIA *«ka^  ahould be rent dy ajoirew, o , 
forwarded through the agency of the Pooi-Moetor' 
\^nrder/rrt£rAaulriufMnlt,

J. H.W. TOOHEY.
*7 Broadway, - * * * Chela**,  Mau. |

^DYE^TIpEMENT?.

THE DANGEROUS CLERGY I Send'to 
W. F*  Jamieson, No. 9 Montgomery Place, Boston, 
MaM. lor a copy of ” Tlie Clergy a Source of Dinger 
lo the American Republic." Price reduced to #1.30; 
gilt. Aloo, postage paid.

‘*Wa*  Jesus Christ a Democrat fa pamphlet). 
Price, >3 cents, will be ready November first.

MIRACLES
AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

by Ais mxd a. wallack, r. a.a.#, andr. & a, 
One of the moat Important scientific works which has 
yet appeared on behalf of Spiritualism.

Thu new work will contain, in addition to other 
attraction*, —

1. “The scientific aspect  of the Supernatural/' 
much enlarged, with an Appendix of personal Interest.

*

a An answer to the argument*  of Hume, Lecky and 
other*  against Miracles

Subscriptions will be received at this office for this 
new work, which will soon be ready for delivery.

PRICE, $2.00.
SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO..

9 Bromfield Street, Boaton.

Be sure and examine the

FISCHER PIANOS.
They are the must desirable of any Piano ever 

effaced for the price. Second band, all prices, from 
$60 to $300, Piano*  to rent, at LADD A CO’S, 
460 Washington St., opposite Boylston.

HENBY T. MILLER,

Pianoforte Manufacturer.
BOSTON.

WM. C. HILL,
PIANOS.

Also, agent for the celebrated

ESTEY ORGAN.
22 ELIOT STREET,

~~B. C. HAZELTON, 

Specialty Photographer, 
f&O Waskinffton Si., Dosion.

Beautiful Fresh Flowers,
AND FLORAL DESIGNS

For all Occasions.
DEE & DOYLE, 

FL.Or«HTS ANTO SEKDHNrEN, 
57 TREMONT ST., BOSTON.

Book and Job Printing,
9 Bromfield Street,

BOSTON.
C. D. WATERMAN & CO.,

220 Washington Street,
(Three door*  north of Summer Street.) We employ 
the mt»( tkllful and and experienced workmen, and 
have every facility for

REPAIRING
Jet, Rubber, Shall, GUt, Coral. Oorallna, 

Steal, Turkish, Japan***. Oxidized, 
Garnet, Horn, Onyx, Frosted, Pearl, 

Xnd rwr>thlni7 In COM RS, PASS, and

Fancy Jewelry.
Gold-Plated, Silver and Gold Jewelry 

Repaired and Made to order.
Many expaarive article, can be saved by a little 
« repairing, and at a trull expense oftentimes, 

ring the old will Ave purchasing the new.

MWMPTMESS ANO MODERATE CHARGES.
Tha largest and finest awortment of Fancy Jewelry 

in the city, in our new store.

Advertisement?.

NEW BOOKS. .
GERALD MASSEY’S Tide of 

Eternity. $2.00.
A Poem of .pedal internal to all intelligent Splritu- 

•IbU. I

GARDNER’S Homes And How 
to Make Them. Illustrated. 
$2.00.

A book full of excellent hint*  tor making comfortable, 
coay, inviting home*.  * ,

BOYESEN’S Gunnar :. A Norse
Romance. $1.50. ✓

A charming alary of Norwegian life, custom*,  char­
acter, and scenery. No more delightful book ha*  been 
published this year.

MRS. DIAZ’ The Schoolmaster’s
Trunk. Paper*  50 cts.; Cloth. 
$1.00.

w Under the easy narration and the bright and 
-charming style of the work, there I*  a most earnest 
plea to women to undertake their pwn emancipation by 
a remodeling of their domestic creed!, to consider 
housekeeping secondary Jo living, and not to cramp 
their mind*  and exhaust their boule*  In the drudgery 
which they either impose on themiclvca or suffer to be 
imposed on (henL’*—//ar^/tfrisf GrarJnA

*■• For sale by Bookseller*.  Sent postpaid, an 
receipt of price, by the Publisher*,

JAMIES R. OSGOOD & CO.,
boston:

AGENTS WANTED FOR

GUIZOT’S
HISTORY 

OF

FRANCE, 
400

Magnificent 

illustrations

W
E take pleasure in 
announcing that we 
have ju*t  received new*  
nf the fact that the great 

Statctmam and Historian 
had just completed thia 
Important work before hi*  
death. The MS. of the 
but vol. being Mow in the 
hand*  of the Pari*  pub*  
Iriher*.  ' We .are now h- 
suing the, work In semi­
monthly parts, at 30 ct*,  
per past.

- It i*  one of the moat 
superb specimen*  of book 
making ever published, in 
America, First clast cm- 
vaaring agent*  wanted in 
every part of the country. 
It Uche GREAT BOOK 

of the year. Apply at once lo

ESTES & LAURIAT, 
143 Washington Strbet, Boston, Mass. 

Opp. ** Old South.”

SUBSCRIPTION

Agents Wanted,
To Obtain Subacrlption*  for the 

Spiritual Scientist. 
Great Inducements offered.

ADDRESS

Scientist Publishing Co.,

9 Bromfield Street,

BOSTON, MASS.

trt


