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THE NEED OF SCIENCE IN SPIRITUALISM,
1.

BY J. >1, W. TOOHEY.

Science, being the outgrowth of the ages and the natu­
rally developed result of the progressed intellect, its ap­

plication to the psyckal And spiritual conclusions of Anthro­
pology, in correction of error, or in confirmation of truth, is 
the Braaiping duty of tlie scientifically-cultured thinker. The 
mereras these conclusions have long been basic to many 
feligious beliefs, coloring and controlling the philosophy and 
literature of the age, as “positive knowledge.” True, many 
of these assumptions have lost all rational significance with 
the well read and thoughtful; because the evidence brought 
forth in support of some, and the logic used in upholding 
others, have differed very widely In the ages, and are now in 
positive conflict with science.

Investigation here, more than in any other department of 
mentality, therefore, will simplify the issue, and give clear­
ness and certainty for obscurity and doubt; and remove the 
subject matter from the guardianship of mere impulse and 
feeling, so long considered the nurses of devotion and the 
natural parents of religion. Intellectual philosophy, no less 
than religion, is Interested In the proposed change ; for the 
farther and better development of civilization turns on the 
possibility of making impulse and feeling subordinate to more 
maturity of character, as up to this time the average men­
tality of the masses have developed percepion at the expense 
of reflection ; emotion rather than thought, ending, In the last 
analysis, In hasty generalizations, rather than In logically rea­
soning “ from particular to particular.”

This blending of sentiment and feeling in support of large 
motives and limited knowledge, has appeared again and 
again in the lifetime of nations, whose peoples mistook the 
meaning of Nature,' consecrating their assumptions and 
conceits in the name of religion, to the great hurt of personal 
culture and true ‘civilization. And so prone are the uncultured 
Still to imitate each otlver, notwithstanding the warnings of 
experience, the pleadings of the wise, and the protests of the

radical, that our history wbuld be little less than a repetition 
of the mistakes and failures of other ages, did not the inevi­
table, growing odt of changes in time, place and circumstance, 

। compel people to thin# and change for the better. We are 
nevertheless reminded by a thoughtful scholar that “piety 
towards the Past demands us to be ready With our gratitude 
for Uli good work; and an equal piety for the Present com­
mands us to beware of an exaggeration which would convert 
panegyric of the departed into insults against the living ; ”• 
for “it is the glory of Science to be constantly progressive.”

So necessary is this balance of thought to the courage, no 
less than the integrity of the student, that the same cultured 
writer adds, “ After the lapse of a century, the greatest 
teacher, on reappearing among men, would Ivtve to assume 
the attitude of a learner. His point of view would no longer 
command the whole field of knowledge. The very seed sown 
by himself would have sprung up into a forest to obscure the 
view. But we who rejoice in the grandeur of the forest must 
not forget by whom the seeds were sown.” f

If it is now plain to sense that limitation in thought and 
culture condition being, and enter into the individually of 
the age and its representatives, no thoughtful person wilt 
manifest surprise, much less feel offense, on learning the 
need of science in the Spiritualism of the nineteenth cen­
tury, But to make the conclusion still plainer, and leave the

| conviction more secure, I recast the statement, to be sup­
ported later by facts, all of which have entered into the theo­
ries of Spiritualism in the Past, many phases of which still 
cling to and color its teachings in the present.

I. “ Man. the servant and interpreter of Nature, knows and 
I comprehends just so much of Nature and Nature’s laws as he 

has observed and verified; more he can neither know- nor 
comprehend.” (Bacon)

2. This fundamental law conditions existence and explains 
the intellectual qualification of mental progress ; and furnishes 
a sufficient reason for the scanty proportions of good devel­
oped in the individual and in the race.

3. That all grades of culture reflect it; and communications 
and so-called “ revelations ” confirm it: First, because wise 
spirits, like prudent mortals, adopt means to ends; Second, 
because the law of development, acting in and upon the indi­
vidual and society, requires the joint influence of “ time, place, 
and circumstance ” for maturing the belter and best phases 
of human life; it being the law and order of the universe 
that “ tilings are seasoned by being In season.”

These considerations in their totality outlive the limitations 
of the individual, and show, so far as general statements can, 
the necessity for teachings more mature, reliable, Mil fun­
damental than any individualized phase of Spiritualism can

• G. H. Lewe’i Aristotle. t Ibid.
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lie, — whether the exponent is in the body, or absent In 
spirit ; whether the teacher is Peter or Paul, or the churches 
speaking for them are Catholic or Protestant, and those teach­
ings belong to Science.

Two additional considerations enter into and Intensify this 
plea for scientific direction and culture:—

i. Science, being universal in its affinities, uniform in its se­
quences, and positive in its conclusions, it has ail the charac­
teristics of, and appeals to the intellect with all the directness 
of, Nature. Being new-personal and impartial in its generali­
zations, it commences with the knowledge of facts, and ends 
only with,—the wn-knowable I Properly enough, therefore, 
it has becon\e “ the mistress of the world, and reigns without 
even needing to command. The Church and the Law have 
to inform themselves of its decrees, and reform themselves 
according to its teachings.” (Michelet.)

2. Spiritualism, on the contrary, is not uniform or universal 
in significance, as it appears In history and life, for the most 
part idiosyncratic and personal,—ruling by authority and ad­
mitting of many definitions. It is as many-phased and parti­
colored as the tribal and national divisions of men,—having 
in one form or another furnished subject-matter for “ the con­
flict of ages."

Modern Spiritualism, however, differs in nearly every par­
ticular from its ancient namesake. Born in a scientific age, 
the spirit of its ministry gave it more affinity with science than 
theology. Its predicate, accordingly, is fact, not authority. 
Its standard of appeal are the laws controlling phenomena, 
not metaphysical refinements on the supposed nature of mat­
ter ; and the factors, in its grand conception of the drama of 
life, arefaithful Nature and individualized spirits.

This, in brief, is modern Spiritualism apart from theories 
and so-called side issues; but it is also its simple, best, and 
most reliable side, and suggests the necessity of bringing into 
more marked prominence Its logical disfigurements, and non- 
scientific aspects,—now somewhat popularized by writers no 
less than speakers. Just why this disfigurement should ap­
pear In an age celebrated for its intelligence and refinement, 
is a query of no surprizing significance to those who care to 
remember the influence of early training, and the no less 
powerful control of public opinion; both of which are kept 
alive and active by the propaganda of the Church. No one, 
however, acquainted with the genesis of thought and the evo- 
olution of ideas, will feel surprise that the science and philos­
ophy of modern Spiritualism is in its infancy, and mixed with 
(he crudities of an earlier faith. Indeed, the wonder would 
be really natural were it otherwise, remembering that honest 
educational bias, and professional make-believe, continue to 
support ^psychology of Christendom, making it difficult and 
almost impossible for the uneducated millions to be other than 
repeaters of popular common-place.

Take, for instance, and to illustrate, the psychology of the 
so-called “trinity" In the human organism. This combina­
tion consists of *'body, soul, and spirit,” and is said to be typ­
ical of another trinity, of more wonderful proportions,—both 
of which are supposed to be of biblical origin, Paul being au­
thority. We turn accordingly to the famous fifteenth chapter 
of First Corinthians, and learn “ there Is a natural body, and 
there is a spiritual body; ” but, “ that which was natural was 
.first, and afterwards that which is spiritual,”—the psychology 
and logic for which turns on Paul’s theory about the nature and 
office of the resurrection ; for he says, in evident explanation 
of the whole matter, “ It Is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body.” But this language gives no clew to the ori­
gin or meaning of either of the trinities; and if it Is “ the all 
and no-end all” of revelation, we must rest satisfied with 
mystery, not science.

If on the other hand, we are to translate all mysteries into 
plain Sense and positive knowledge, we have only to learn, if 
possible,, the origin of the Idea, and the history of the dogma, 
*s in the case under consideration ; fqr here is the explana­
tion. Prof. Huxley say#, “"the axiom of ancient science, 
‘that (he corruption 6f one thing is the birth of another,’ had 
it# popular embodiment in the notion that a-seed dies before 
the yot ng plant springs from it,—a belief so widespread, and

so fixed, that St. Paul appeals to it in one of the most splen­
did outbursts of his fervid eloquence ‘Thou fool, that which 
thou sowest is not quickened, except it die’ (v. 36). This 
proposition that life may, and does proceed from that which 
had no life, then, was held alike by the philosophers, the 
poets, and the people of the most enlightened nations eighteen 
hundred years ago ; and it remained the accepted doctrine of 
learned and unlearned Europe, through the middle ages, down 
even to the seventeenth century." (Huxley's Lay Sermons, 
&c.)

This explanation shows that Paul was mistaken, and the 
unconscious author of numberless mistakes in others ; and 
that, in spite of his inspiration, his learning, and his spiritual 
mindedness, his ability to theorize was far belter than his 
capacity to analyze phenomena, or explain the science of 
Being, It is to be hoped the modern Spiritualist will improve, 
in this particular, on the ancient, and add to his “faith,— 
knowledge" of that far-reaching kind, that will enable him to 
"Prove all things," as well as “ hold fast to that which is 
good.”

(to be continued.)

V AF(IETY.

T
HE union of mind and body. —The combination of 
metaphysics with physics has only been productive of 

the wildest fairy tales among philosophers: with one party 
the soul seems to pass away in its last puff of air, while man 
seems to perish in “ dust to dust;" the other, as success­
fully, gets rid of our bodies all together, by denying the 
existence of matter. We are not certain that mind and mat­
ter are distinct existences, since the one may be only a modi­
fication of the other; however this great mystery may be 
imagined, we shall find, with Dr. Gregory in his Lectures (on 
Duties, &c, of a Physician), that It forms an equally neces­
sary inquiry in the science of morals and.medicine.

When the vulgar distinction of mind and bedy are con­
sidered as an union, or as a modified existence, no philos­
opher denies that a reciprocal action takes place between our 
moral and physical condition. Of these sympathies, like 
many other mysteries of nature, the cause remains occult, 
while the effects are obvious. This close, yet inscrutable, as­
sociation, — this concealed correspondence of parts seemingly 
unconnected, —in a word, this reciprocal influence of the 
mind and the body, — has long fixed the attention of medical 
and metaphysical inquirers: the one having the care of our 
exterior organization, the other that of the interior. Can we 
conceive the mysterious Inhabitant as forming a part of Its 
own habitation f The tenant and the house are sb imBjhir- 
able, that in striking any part of the building you inevitably 
reach the dweller, If the mind is disordered, we may often 
look for its seat in some corporeal derangement Often are 
our thoughts disturbed by a stranger Irritability, which we do 
not <ven pretend to account for. . . .

Our imagination is highest when our stomach is not over­
loaded, in spring than in winter, in solitude than amidst com 
raand in an obscure light than in the blaze and heat of noon.

these cases, the body is evidently acted on, and re-acts 
upon the mind. Sometimes our dreams present us with im­
ages of our restlessness, till we recollect that the seat of our 
brain may perhaps be in our stomach rather than in the pineal 
gland of beacirjes; and that the most artificial logic, to 
make us somewhat reasonable, may be swallowed with the 
"blue Pill," or any other in vogue. Our domestic happiness 
often depends on the state of our biliary- and digestive organs ; 
and the little disturbances of conjugal life may be more effi­
caciously cured by the physician than the moralist; for a 
sermon misapplied will never act so directly as a sharp medi­
cine.—An Old Physician,

The antiquity of magnetism. — Travelers in Eastern 
countries describe paintings found in the temples of 

Thebes, and other ancient cities, which represent persons 
in a sleeping posture, while others art making passes over 
them. The priests of Chaldea, of Nineveh, of Babylon, of 
Judea and Jerusalem, and the priests and physicians of an­
cient Greece ,nd Rome, practiced magnetism in their temples, 
and in the healing art, long before the Christian era.

Aristotle informs us that Thales, who lived six hundred 
years before Christ, ascribed the curative properties in the 
magnet to a soul, with which he supposed it to be endowed, 
and without which he also supposed no kind of motion could 
take place. Plinv also affirms the magnet to be useful in 
curing diseases of the eyes, scalds, and burns; and Celsus, a
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philosopher of the first century after Christ, speaks of a phy­
sician, by the name of Ascleplades, who soothed the ravings 
of the insane by manipulations ; and he adds, that his manual 
operations, when continued for some time, produced a degree 
of sleep or lethargy! —Dr. Sherwood.

Ray, Mary Albertson, Mrs. Bullock, A. C. Cary, and Mrs. E. 
J. Rice.

Resolutions: Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, D. H. Hamil­
ton, Benjamin Todd, Laura Cuppy Smith, Mrs. Corey, Mrs. 
E. Whipple, Mrs. George L. Barker.

One individual arose, doubting if he was properly a mem­
ber of the convention, and proceeded to define his position, 
when the chairman, interrupting, declared him out of order p 
“ this is not a spiritual convention" said he, “everybody is a. 
member.”

Speeches were confined to ten minutes.
Mr. Jamieson offered resolutions which were adopted, “ con­

fining the discussions to subjects, not persons ; ana any depar­
ture to be declared out of order.”

Chauncey Barnes followed with a short prayer for “ har­
mony."

The chairman spoke of the investigations now going on in 
the subject of Spiritualism and of its importance.

Mr. Wood, of New Jersey, submitted a communication 
which was read: it was “a word of encouragement ” in the 
way of a “ prophetic announcement" from Horace Greeley. 
Several others were then read.

The chairman reminded the audience that the convention 
was not confined to one class, but every one was privileged to 
speak.

Daniel Hull spoke in a prophetic style as to what would be 
the future state of affiairs; thought it was an irrepressible 
conflict, which would goon until one side or the other was 
victorious.

Mr. Atkins, of Philadelphia, said “ truth should prevail,” 
and hoped the convention would be so conducted that the 
world outside would know that there was virtue in Spiritual- 

I ism.
Seward Mitchell, of Maine, had for his text, “ Peace if pos­

sible, but Truth at any rate.” He had been thinking for the 
twenty-seven years since he had embraced Spiritualism of the 
condition of the laboring man.

Mr. Ladd, of Scituate, was the last speaker, and after a 
collection the morning session closed.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

At the 2 o’clock session Snsan Willis Fletcher, one of the 
Vice Presidents, presided, and Mrs. A. C. Bristol, of Vine- 
land. recited a poem. Messrs. Coonley, Chauncy Barnes, and 
Dr. Joseph Treat, of New York, made, ten minute speeches.

John H. W. Toohey, of Chelsea, counselled that spiritualists 
should study the sciences, and become better acquainted with 
human nature and its laws before they rushed into that kind 
of freedom that was advocated.

George A. Fuller, of Natick, read an essay on Radical Spir­
itualism. Daniel Hull had for his subject, “ The Sexuality of 
Religion.”

EVENING SESSION.

The evening session commenced with a conference, on which 
the majority of the speakers took the prevailing topic of dis­
cussion as subjects on which to express their peculiar views 
and opinions. Among these were L. K. Jossclyn. Moses Hull, 
W. Green, Mrs. Cutter, and others, after which the regular 
speeches were in order, and Marion Todd -and Anthony Hig­
gins consumed the time up to the close of the evening session.

Spiritualism has come to those who have accepted 
its grand and noble truths with a power to correct the 
errors of modern thought which only they who have real­
ized it. can understand. To me it is one of the most ele­
vating truths that have ever illumined society with their 
beams. It has opened up to me the door of immor­
tality, so long closed, if not entirely shut, blocked up 
with the rubbish of materialistic philosophy ; and present­
ed to view a real Jacob’s ladder, reaching from earth to 
heaven, at whose summit is God, the Father of all spirits 
in the flesh and out of it,—and on every rung of which 
are to be seen lovely angel forms ascending and descend­
ing, and thereby establishing a constant communion be­
tween this world and the better one which is to come,— 
Sexion. __________________

A
 MOVEMENT has been set on foot, says "The Literary

World,” for the erection of a statute In St Paul's to Wil­
liam Tyndall at a cost of £10,000 11! Surely those who orig­
inate such schemes have not visited, nay, have no knowledge 
whatever of the byeways of our great cities. Let them but 
visit some of the worst quarters and witness the squalor and 
misery which prevail, ana we think that if they have a single 
spark of humanity, they will at once discountenance all such 
memorials as the above. The best tribute to any great man 
would be to relieve, In some degree, the sufferings of his fel- 
low-men. At least, such is the teaching of Spiritualism nad 
Jesus, if not of the Christianity (?) as taught in St. Paul's,— 
Pioneer 0/ Progress.

REPORT OF A CONVENTION HELD IN PARKER 
MEMORIAL HALL.

The coxvention of Socialists, Free Thinkers, Free Rell- : 
Igionists, Infidels, Materialists, and Progressive Reform; 

Spiritualists, now being held in Parker Memorial Hall, con- I 
vened Tuesday morning.

PRELIMINARY MEETING.

A preliminary meeting was held Monday evening, at Parker 
Memorial Hall, and although the attendance was not large, 
still the enthusiasm of the speakers was quite marked and 
much was condensed into little. »

W. F. Jamieson declared the meeting open and the meeting 
free, and John Brown Smith took the lead. He thought all 
reform meant happiness, and that natural laws existed before 
reason ; and reason was subject to the laws of evolution and 
growth.

Anthony Higgins followed, and in a few energetic remarks 
he spoke of the convention in Chicago, saying that a minor­
ity of radicals had sought to force upon a majority of conser­
vative minds a reform in uncial conditions. Most of Spiritu­
alists he said were conservatives; they came from the 
churches, from all beliefs and all creeds ; and they could not 
be driven nor drawn out of their conservatism. He was one 
of the “ bold, brave, natural reformers " which sought to effect 
this change, but he had “ learnt a little wisdom." And he 
hoped that steps would be taken in the coming convention 
which should tend to draw together, the “ two great bodies,” 
the ope the radical element the other the conservative.

Daniel Hull was one who was in favor of dividing the plat­
form with the conservatives. He referred to the convention 
and said that one individual was hasty. He (the speaker) had 
tried in committee meeting to so frame the resolutions that all 
could have an equal chance. He wanted to show why there 
was a division and who made it? They were now acting in 
defence, and he did not believe in laying aside their Spiritu­
alism to accomodate any one, or any division.

Moses Hull spoke- of the convention and the resolutions, 
and thought there was one way to remedy the matter and that 
was to classify spiritualists. He said if there were 12,000,000. 
what were they doing? He could take 100,000 determined 
men and do twelve times the work the spiritualists are doing 
to-day. The army, he said, was too large: he would cut it 
down as It was in biblical times Our mode of thinking, he 
said, was undergoing a revolution. He closed by asserting 
society was responsible for all crimes now existing, and gave 
illustrations to sustain his position.

Dr. H B. Storer endorsed Mr. Higgins, and after speaking 
of the Rhode Island Convention, and that the convention 
should have discussed rather than decided, he said that the 
public did not object so much to discussion as It did to the 
manner—the personalities used and the illustrations drawn— 
which were often needlessly presented In bad taste; he 
thought it was better to take subjects than persons. He did 
not think that any one who lived out their views should be 
shut out from the platform. But he thought there was a dis­
position to give blind people a black eye.

Mr. Jamieson was here about to close the meeting, but Mr. 
Higgins again rose and explained himself, that he always took 
the part of the under dog in the fight At the last convention, 
there was a hotspur movement to force social ideas on the 
multitude. The people of the United States saw they did 
not represent only a small portion of the Spiritnalists. He 
however defied Mrs. Grundy either in or out of Spiritualism, 
the question should be discussed and agitated. He suggested 
that the convention should adjourn sine die, give it back as 
they found it, and then organize a new convention which 
should represent themselves and themselves only.

The meeting now adjourned, the chairman giving notice of 
the meeting Tuesday morning.

MORNING SESSION.

At 10.30, L. K. Coonley, of Vineland, N. J., called the 
meeting to order, there being present a hundred or less of 
people, mostly ladies. The convention was organized by the 
choice of W. F. Jamieson as secretary, and L K. Coonley as 
president On the choice of vice-presidents, Anthony Hig­
gins, Benjamin Todd, H. B. Storer, Susie Willis Fletcher, 
and Marion Todd, were nominated. Bcnjaman Todd was 
squarely rejected, and the chairman being in doubt on the 
third name, Mr. Storer arose and declined, leaving the re­
maining three of the above to constitute the vice-presidents. 
The following committees were appointed :

Business; Benjamin Todd, Moses Hull, Marion Todd, 
Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, Mr. Story, of Manchester.

Finance: Anthony Higgins, Dr. Dillingham, Isaiah C.
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f^ipTORIC^ A^D ^HILOpOPHlC/L.

-THE UNIVERSALITY OF^IRIT INFLUENCE.

That Socrates had such an attendant is generally acknowl­
edged, but concerning the name and nature of it there Is 

some disagreement It is commonly called his daemon, by 
which title he himself owned. Plato sometimes calls it his 
guardian; Apuleius, his Cod, because the name of daemon 
at last grew odious. Socrates, however, did not account it a 
god, but sent from God, and in that sense affirmed the signs 
to come from God by the mediation of this spirit; and in 
speaking of the sign itself he used tire word “daemon,” but of 
the advice, conveyed by that sign, he names God. Thus arc 
we to understand this, and all other places of die same na­
ture in Plato, where Socrates, speaking pf the daemon, saith, 
“ If it please God you shall learn much,” and “the sign from 
God did not offer to stay me.” As for the manner of prcdic 
tion, some said it was by sneezing, and as to whether he 
sneezed before, behind, or cither side, so did he divine what 
was intended. Others hold that this prescience was within 
Socrates himself, and that it was an action of the mind, but 
this Is inconsistent with the description which Socrates gives 
of a voice and signs, ad exUriore; Plutarch, we think it was, 
who, having rejected the sneezing theory, conjectured that it 
might be some apparition; but at last concludes that it was 
his observation of some inarticulate, unaccustomed sound, or 
voice, conveyed to him in some extraordinary way, similar to 
dreams. But even tins would bring us to the same conclu­
sion as the others, that Socrates had a prophetic inspiration- 
Others think it to have been one of those spirits which have 
a particular care of men; which Maximus Tyrius and Apule­
ius describes in such manner that they only want the name of 
a good angel: indeed there were some who gave it that ap- 
pelation. Lactantius, haring proved that God sends angels to 
guard mankind, adds, “And Socrates affirmed that there was 
a daemon constantly near him which kept him company from 
a child, by whose beck and instruction he guided his life.” 
Eusebius, upon these words of the Psalmist, “ He hath given 
his angels charge over thee, that they should keep thee in all 
thy ways,” said, “ We learn out of the Scripture that every 
man hath a guardian appointed him from above ; and Plato 
doubteth not to write in this manner, * All souls' having 
chosen a condition of living, they proceed in order thereto, 
being moved by the daemon, which is proper to every one, 
and is sent along with them to preserve them in this life, and 
to perfect those things whereof they have made choice.’ And 
immediately after he says, ‘ You may believe that Socrates 
meant this when he often affirmed that he was governed by a 
daemon.’ ”

It needs no further illustrations to show that the power 
governing Socrates was similar to that which has endeavored 
to manifest Itself in all ages. All through his life are the evi­
dences of a teacher controlled by a great master, who seeks 
to engraft on the minds of his pupils that which is best suited 
for their welfare, morally, physically, and spiritually. Nor 
was his an Isolated case ; many other prominent persons of 
that period were looked upon as Inspired. The advice of the 
oracle, given to Sophronifeus, his father, concerning Socrates, 
is truthfully prophetic in its nature ; we are told by Plutarch 
that he was advised “to give thanks for him by sacrifice to 
Jupiter Agoraus and the muses: to be no farther solicitous 
for him he had within him, better than five hundred masters.” 
Nevertheless, the father seems to have disobeyed the direc­
tions and endeavored to make Socrates a statue carver. A 
carver he was, but not in earthly materials nor by earthly 
teachings ; his works are the great thoughts which he gave 
forth, beautiful in proportions, noble in their attributes and 
imperishable in their nature. Those familiar with the science 
of Spiritualism may easily see why the oracle should have so 
truthfully felt the superiority ot Socrates, and also understand 
why the influence should have been fell the stronger by Soc­
rates as he advanced in years and kept the acquaintance of 
those likewise inspired.^ Diotyma, “4 woman excellently 
learned and inspired with a prophetic spirit,” was one of his

[ Teachers, Indeed, Socrates himself affirms that lie was in­
structed by her concerning the soul, the angelical mind, and 
God. See Plato’s Phcedrus and that long discourse in his 
Symposium upon this subject, which Socrates confessed to be 
owing to her. Noticeably, too, were his teachings particularly 
Suited to that time, and their influence was so profoundly felt 
that others lived to continue them. He taught in the most 
populous meetings, and in the camp, the market-place, and 
finally In prison, — everywhere a school of virtue, and a 
teacher that enforced his precepts by his practice. Luxury, 
that corrupter both of public and private morals, he not only 
denounced but declined its embrace, even when forced upon 
him. Science, then as now, was deeply engaged studying for 
the “ first cause,” and arriving at the same conclusions which 
science forces upon us at the present lime, — “ occasionlr g 
all disputes and oppositions, some acknowledging no Gott, 
others worshiping slicks and stones, some asserting a sim­
ple being, others infinite, some that all things are moved, 
others that all things are immoveable," as Socrates himself 
expressed it He noliced'how little speculation brought to 
life and conversation of mankind and reduced it to action. 
“ He first," said Cicero, “called philosophy away from things 
involved by nature in secrecy, wherein until this time all 
philosophers had been employed, and brought her to common 
life, to inquire of Virtues and Vices, Good and Evil.”

Because of h’s correct prophecies, we find him to have been 
much sought after; because of his wisdom and wonderful abil­
ity to win all who sought him to his school of thinking, we 
find him to have been famous ; and because of his growing in­
fluence and power, he was brought to the cup of hemlock.

Misleading phases of mediumship. — I once heard 
the spirits of Thomas Starr King and Col. Baker speak 

through the organization of a Dutch woman: at least, so it 
was claimed, and accorded by a houseful of half-fledged 
mental phenomenalists. Col. Baker was perorating about the 
time 1 entered the audience room, and as soon as he had 
spoken bis piece, with a decided Teutonic accent, Thomas 
Starr King took possession of the wardrobe of this remark­
able medium On. but he was happy In his new inclosurc I 
How he rattled about in th it organization, — did Thomas 
Starr King I Did I say be was happy ? No : I meant it not 1 
Like the caged star! ng, I fancied 1 heard him exclaim, “ I 
want to get out ! 1 want to get out I" It was a vile imprison­
ment for such a’ spirit as Thomas Starr King's. He essayed 
to speak, to tell us something of the after-life ; but his voice 
was reedy, his language low. coarse, and ungrammatical; and 
to call it commonplace would be -simply to compliment it. 
So unlike Thomas Starr King was this dialectical phonograph, 
that his nearest friend would have been the last to recognize 
his presence. How others felt while listening to this men­
tal phenomenalist I knew not; but 1 left the nail in disgust, 
and with a sense of compassion for the credulous man or wo­
man who could for a moment believe that the disjointed and 
pointless utterances we had listened to were the axiomatic 
sentences of the classical King, or the polished diction of the 
eloquent Baker. Before 1 had lost all faith in mental phe­
nomena and human nature, 1 put a safe distance between my­
self and Dayton Street, where 1 had listened to the contemp­
tible drivel.

It is sad to think how much of this kind of stuff Spiritual­
ism is made to father 11 is grow.ng less, 1 know ; and for 
this we are sincerely thankful. But let us hasten the 
“good time coming ’ by every means that the end will justify, 
to abate the nuisance speedily and altogether ; for at the very 
best. “ while ft makes ihe groundlings laugh and the judicious 
grieve," the surprise Is, that the great truth of spirit-com­
munion can. under such absurd exhibitions, secure the 
though ful respect at all.

Spiritualism has too many sincere friends to permit either 
the buffoon or charlatan to bring upon It unmerited reproach, 
without rebuke Its mission is loo important to mankind to 
allow it to become the toy of the Ignorant or the agent of the 
rasc.iL Its truths will bring all races of men together, unite 
all peoples of the earth in a fraternal bond of fellowship. 
It proposes to abolish expensive and tawdry “plans of salva­
tion,” and in lieu establish a free intercourse between the 
n itural and spirit world Under its benign influence, ignor­
ance, bigotry, slavery, and crime will gradually disappear. 
“ Free thought and unrestricted inquiry "is the armorial motto 
of Its power. Creeds that corrode with death the souls of 
men, will dissolve in its benignant light, as hoarfrost before 
the morning sun. Such a cause, let us hope, may-never want 
defenders.—Dr. M A H^o/Ji'r Startling Futs tu Modern 
Spiritwlum.

rasc.iL
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Mind reading. — Zschokke, In speaking of his own ex­
perience, remarks : I am almost afraid to speak of this 

(•‘inward sight"); not because 1 am afraid to be thought 
superstitious, but that I may thereby strengthen such feelings 
in others. And yet it may be an addition to our stock of soul- 
experience, and therefore 1 will confess ! It has happened to 
me sometimes on my first meeting with strangers, as I listened 
silently to their discourse, that their former life, with many 
trifling circumstances therewith connected, or frequently some 
particular scene in that life, has passed quite unvoluntartly, 
and as it were dream-like, yet perfectly distinct before me. 
During this time 1 usually feel so entirely absorbed in the 
contemplation of the stranger's life, that at last I no longer 
see clearly the face of the unknown, wherein I undesigncdly 
read, nor distinctly hear the voices of the speakers, which be­
fore served in some measure as a commcntary-to the text of 
their features.

For a long time I held such visions as delusions of the 
fancy, and the more so as they showed me even the dress and 
motions of the actors, rooms, furniture, and other accessories. 
By way of jest, I once, in a familiar family circle at Kirchberg, 
related the secret history of a sempstress who had just left 
the room and the house. I had never seen her before in my 
life ; people were astonished, and laughed, but were not to be 
persuaded that 1 did not previously know the’ relations of 
which I spoke; for what 1 had Uttered was the literal truth. 
I, on my part, was not less astonished that my dream-pictures 
were confirmed by the reality. I became more attentive to 
the subject, and, when propriety admitted it, I would relate to 
those whose life thus passed before me the subject of my 
vision, that I might thereby obtain confirmation or refutation 
of it It was invariably ratified, not without consternation on 
their part J myself had less confidence than any one in this 
mental jugglery. So often as 1 revealed my visionary gifts to 
any new person, I regularly expected to hear the answer, “ It 
was not so." 1 felt a secret shudder when my auditors re­
plied that it was true, or wh n their astonishment betrayed 
my accuracy before they spo^e. Instead of many I will men­
tion one example, which pre-eminently astonished me. One 
fair day In the city of Waldshut, I entered an inn (the Vine), 
in company with two young student-foresters; we were tired 
with rambling through the woods. We supped with a numer­
ous company at the tablc-ifhote, where the guests were 
making very merry with the peculiarities and eccentricities of 
the Swiss, with Mesmer's magnetism, Lavatcr's physiognomy, 
&a One of my companions, whose national pride was 
wounded by their mockery, begged me to make some reply, 
particularly to a handsome young man who sat opposite us, 
and who had allowed himself extraordinary license. This 
man’s former life was at a moment presented to my mind. I 
turned to him, and asked whether he would answer me can­
didly, if 1 related to him some of the most secret passages of 
his life, I knowing as little of him personally as he did of me. 
That would be going a little further, I thought, than Lavatcr 
did with his physiognomy. He promised, if I was correct in 
my information, to admit it frankly. I then related what my 
my vision had shown me, and the whole company were made 
acquainted with the private history of the young merchant,— 
his schqpi years, his youthful errors, and, lastly,-with a 
fault committed in reference to the strong-box ot his prin­
ciple. 1 described to him the uninhabited room with whitened 
walls, where to the right of the brown door, on a table, stood 
a black money-box, &c A dead silence prevailed during the 
whole narration, which 1 alone occasionally interrupted by in­
quiring whether I spoke the truth. The startled you ig man 
confirmed every particular, and even what I had scarcely ex- 
Cected, the last mentioned. Touched by his candor, I shook 
ands with him over the table, and said no more. He asked 

my name, which I gave him, and we remained together talk- 
ing till past midnight He is probably still living!—Auto­
biography.

Spirits moving furniture in the sixteenth century.
Jean Boden was a sorcerer, as M. L. President Fouchet 

related. One day they were talking of going somewhere, 
when a stool moved. Boden said this is my good angel, 
who tells me it would not be prudent to do so There 
wak indeed a common report, in the sixteenth century, that 
Boden was inclined to Jewdeism, or much worse; and had 
a daemon, or familiar spirit, like that of Socrates, who al­
ways restrained him from going when it was not expedient. 
— out never urged him. When, says M. Anlone Alban, he 
used to be talking to his friends of his affairs, and advising 
the undertaking of something, all at once they heard some 
of the furniture of his room, as a stool or such like article, 
make a noise as if shaken ; then he would say, “ My genius 
does not advise to do so.”

1 shall only add here, that it Is curious, these allusion* to 
spirit-rapping in the sixteenth " century. — Montaigne, a Biog­
raphy, by Bayle St. John. ’ k

^pi^it Jeachi^q?.

It is as natural for man to die as to be born. .
The two are united,—you and the spiritual world.
Crime and misery arc only temporary conditions of the 

world.
The world is now hungering and thirsting for spiritual 

knowledge.
The materialist begins his fabric with the earthly structure ; 

the Spiritualist begins the fabric with the spiritual life itself.
Were death represented as it should be, men would hail 

its presence as one of the divinest ambassadors sent straight 
I from the heart of infinitude itself.

Ignorance yields no more readily to knowledge than does 
the slavery of the spirit yield to the all-encroaching and all- 
conquering power ol spiritual life.

All through earth-life man is passing through changes, 
■ and many of the changes he undergoes are greater in extent 
| than the change blindly called death.

He who thinks murder, though he does it not, is a thousand 
I times more a murderer in spirit than the one who, in a mo- 
ment'of Impulse, takes away human life.

In this age of materialism and infidelity, spiritual life and 
spiritual communion is the only palpable proof that opens to 
you the way to eternal and absolute existence.

Faith, Hope, and Love work greatest wonders; and the 
spiritual life is to day all around you, and the spiritual force 

| is to-day acting in your very midst, a living and perfect ren- 
j ovation of the soul.

There is only one God, who controls ail, encircles all 
। worlds with the majesty of his infinite power—those purposes 
of which human souls, as lesser lights, form suns and planets 
and atoms in space.

It conduces much to our content if we pass by those things 
which happen to our trouble, and consider what is pleasing 
and prosperous, that by the representations of the belter the 
worse may be blotted out.

Every human being is responsible for his own actions. In 
other words, you are rational beings, possessing rationality, 
and are responsible for every motive you put forward and the 
results arising from that motive.

*• But,” you say, “ we do not see the spirit-world,"—nor do 
you see the air you breathe; neither do you see electricity, 
unless it comes In contact with grosser materials'; nor do you 
see the grosser materials of the air.

When a spirit controls an earthly mind, or a mind em­
bodied in earthly form, it is not by magnetism, it is not by 
mesmerism, it is not by psychology, in the usual acception 
of that term,—but it is by a direct expression of soul force.

The Golden Rule should be inscribed on every altar and 
shrine, so that every one who strives therefore may have the 
consciousness of striving; and Jesus taught that those who 
strive, even though they fail, have some ot the rewards of the 
spirit of God’s love.

That which he was in the natural life, so finds he himself 
in the spiritual life ; all the powers and attributes, mental, 
moral, and spiritual that characterized his personality in the 
natural life, go with him into the spiritual world, and nothing 
is taken from him save his outward or earthly nature.

If you would array your souls in beauty, in the garment 
of whiteness that the angels possess, it must be from the 
pure surroundings of your own thoughts ; It must be from the 
greatest, spiritual culture ; it must be from the adornment of 
the mind ; it must be from the transcendent powers of spir­
itual life.

Science has become materialistic, and there has arisen 
amongst us a terrible fear of superstition, so much so that in 
rejecting this same superstition we have destroyed a great 
amount of truth along with it. Men in their intense anxiety 
to avoid believing too much, have fallen into the opposite 
error of believing too little.

Consider this, that you cannot judge of any position, or 
any attribute, or any power of any other human being, without 
striving to place yourself in the position of that person; so 
you cannot judge of your spiritual nature without first plac­
ing yourself to comprehend that there is a spiritual nature, 
and that it must have laws as clearly and as well-defined ax 

I your*.
Those who inhabit this world, and have not a knowledge 

or belief in plenary inspiration, generally have no belief in the 
I future state or in the spirit-world ; while those who believe 

in the plenary inspiration of the Bible, have such varieties of 
thought concerning the spirit-life and its inhabitants, that It 
sometimes forms a most perplexing study in the midst of the- 

I ological discussion to discover whether that spirit-life or 
; spirit-world really has an existence or no.
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THE CONVENTION.
There is a Convention now being held in Parker Me­

morial Hall, and before it closes its object will probably 
be made clear. At present, however, it is a little obscure. 
We supposed it to be a convention of the National Spir­
itual Association (so called), of which Victoria Woodhull 
is President, and Moses Hull, W. F. Jamieson, Lois 
Waisbrooker, Cephas B. Lynn, Benjamin Todd, Marion 
Todd, E. V. Wilson, Warren Chase, and others of “social 
ideas" were satellites. We had the impression that the 
original call was made under the auspices of this Associa­
tion. But no I all Spiritualists, materialists, free-thinkers, 
free-religionists, socialists, and infidels are invited; and not 
only invited, but when there declared a part of the Con­
vention. Nevertheless the planks composing the ship 
are there,—all but the figure head,—and the names com­
posing the committees sound natural. But to complete 
the mystery, the Chairman declares “ it is not a Spiritual 
convention." We fail to see, (hen, how it can with pro­
priety take cognizance of any of the matters proposed in 
the preliminary meeting, or how it can be considered as 
in any way representative of Spiritualists, either as a body 
or in ideas. We await the result with interest.

As a matter of news, and record, we have given a re­
port of the proceedings on our fifteenth page.

THE NECESSITY OF THE HOUR.
Future existence and spirit communion are the points 

on which all Spiritualists can agree. In fact, there are 
many who hesitate to call themselves Spiritualists until 
they have first defined their position as above, or in 
words to the same effect; and justly all persons who ac­
cept the return of the spirit as a possibility, should be 
enrolled as Spiritualists. But, unfortunately, it is with 
Spiritualism as it has been with other great movements 
of the past: that which is pure from the fountain is caught 
tn dishes fashioned by the muddy hands of men, and what 
wonder that, when it is by these mediators served to the 
masses, the impurities of their mediation should be dis­
covered, and the draught rejected * ' Even though there be 
priceless gems when parted from the worthless sand, yet, 
nevertheless, the covering which encloses them is repul­
sive, and attracts those only whose necessities force them 
to receive anything and everything which shall enable 
them to Satisfy their desires. Thus it is with Spiritual­
ism. As to how and why divisions have arisen, and why 
other additional theories are put forward as spiritualistic, 
causing Spiritualists who have a cqmmpn belief, or one 
fountain of faith, to occupy positions antagonistic one to

when we have read the denunciations each of the other, 
not only in this country but in others, we have thought, 
and now submit, that if there is one simple article of faith 
or belief on which all substantially agree, let all who sub­
scribe to this belief be called and recognized as Spiritual­
ists. But if, in addition to this, there are tenets which 
are tenaciously held by the one, and as tenaciously op­
posed by the other, there can be no remedy but sectari­
anism. Not but that we favor, and should rather see, all 
opinions harmonized—if they can be ; not but that they 
should be; but there are doctrines- in the spiritual camp 
to-day, which if they belong there should have their 
place in line, and their proper place: and if there ever 
was a time, that time is the present, when it were better 
that certain dogmas and fanaticisms should be incor­
porated into articles of faith, and the leaders left to 
drum recruits under their own flags and private signals, 
rather than under the bright banner of Spiritualism. We 
write this in no captious, narrow spirit: it may be that 
those who fashion the dishes are honest in their belief, 
and desire to help their fellow-men; but, nevertheless, 
they must acknowledge their handicraft, and permit 
those who choose to reject their kind offers, and also to 
say to the eager ones, “ Pass these by; set worldly con­
ditions aside, and you wi|l find that the fountain pure 
gives out the waters of everlasting life.”

SPIRITUALISM IN ENGLISH COURTS.
In our last issue we noticed that in Newcastle, England, 

the violence of prejudice was endeavoring to twist the law 
to prosecute the Spiritualists of that place. The case 
came on for hearing August 20th, the prosecution being 
brought in the form of an assault case. The prosecutors 
have the pleasure of knowing that the cause can keep its 
own, even in an English police court; for, after a long 
hearing, the case was dismissed. It has given Spiritual­
ism a powerful impetus, and evoked sympathy in quarters 
where it was least expected.

DO THEY?
At one of Mrs. Tappan’s inspirational discourses an 

auditor asked, “ Do Spiritualists as a rule treat their 
fellow-men better than anti-Spiritualists ? ” The answer 
was, “The teachings of Spiritualism enjoin upon them to 
do so. If they fail to do it, it is their personal fault, just 
as it is the personal fault of the Christian if he fail to 
obey the Golden Rule.”

Dr. William Hitchman, whose address we publish 
on page 21, is a member of the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science, of which Prof. Tyndall is 
the President He is a gentleman of rare ability and 
learning, and is spoken of by foreign academies and in 
England as one of the greatest scientific men of the age. 
He has studied the science of Spiritualism for more than 
twenty years, and now declares himself a thorough Spir­
itualist in every ,sense of^the term. He has given most 
excellent lectures on the science of Spiritualism, and is 
very enthusiastic in the spread of its truths. May he 
have length of days, and be always successful, as we know 
he will be, in dispelling by the science of Spiritualism, 
the Polar Molecule—Protoplasm — Vital Principle — 
Primordial Germ — Dionian Carnivorous Plant— and 
all other theories materialistic and atheistic in their 
tendency. .
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

We have received many kind notices during the past week, 
for which we return thanks. We have made room for the fol­
lowing :—

The *'Borton HcraM’’ in it* editorial column of Friday Um, «v*: ** T-he | 
S/irhu.ti Scirnihf h loe title of a new weekly paper, published and edited by ' 
Mr. X (Jerry Brown. We Judge by the opening number that the editor prupc«M> 
Io make hk paper the exponent of that better cbm of >n|rituab*U who do not be­
lieve that every other form of revelation but their* in falx.’*

*• Hatton Traveler,’* M The S/rrhuai Scirmfixt I* the title of a new weekly 
paper, published and edited by Mr.X. Gerry Brown, Mr, Brown b a practical 
printer, and an active bwdness mail, well qualified to make an interesting paper”

“ Boston Advertiser?* *' The Spiritual Seif Mf hi. a weekly paper devoted In 
the science, hbtwy, philosophy, and leaching* of Spiritualism, made it* firM ap­
pearance yesterday. Jt i* a twelve-paged, double-column d ect, of neat typo- । 
graphical appearance, and the content* of the first number give promise that the 
-enterprise will deserve: the hearty support of the community in whose interest It 
h undertaken.**

M Commercial Bulletin?* ** The first number of the Spiritual Seif *t id* a weekly 
journal devoted to the science, history, philosophy, and teaching of Spiritualism, 
wa* tatted on Thursday. It i* a convenient^ iweive-nage, double-column paper, 
and prevent* a very neat appearance. Mr. X Gerry Brown, the editor, ha* been 
able Io oder a very interesting array of original and selected matter, arranged in 
suitable department*, and the new enterprise doewr* the support of all Inter­
ested in the doctrine* it proclaim*.**

** Lawrence American?* The Spiritual Sri ent hi k the title of a new journal, 
-edited by Mr X Gerry Brown, late of the buxine^ department of the “* Journal of 
Commerce?* Mr. Brown k a thoroughly comcwntiou* SpirituUkt, a pleasant 
writer, and a genial good fellow. The Seicntixt k a twelve-page paper, and the 
first number bculen* good taste and ability. The believers in spiritual phenom­
ena. and all who would be informed a* to h* hot phases, Will find in the new 
paper the r^^M correct reports and Mdenlific db-cu*«<»n of these mutters The 
puvlkhing office k al No. 9 Bi -afield Street, Borton, and the sulxcripiUn price. 
»x5<x

We take pleasure in announcing to our readers that we j 
have secured as a correspondent and contributor an Eng 
lish writer well known among Spiritualists in London and 
England, and also in America. He is a member of sev­
eral scientific societies and associations ; and his long ' 
experience in investigating Spiritual phenomena, and the 
facilities he has been afforded, warrant us in assuring our 
readers that this new addition to our editorial force will 
be a most acceptable one. '

See the report of the Convention on page 15. One of 
the speakers has said that in conventions subjects “ should 
be discussed rather than acted upon.” This may hold 
good, as, a general rule, but we submit that it would be 
well if this time it be an exception, and some of the sug­
gestions be acted upon provided the Convention has the 
power.

Several communications received from correspond­
ents too late for their appropriate place in this issue, will 
be answered in our next.

We did'nt get your subscription last week.—We did ? 
ah, beg your pardon : we had so many we must have over­
looked it

^HORT-HAND J^OTEg.

The Green-House on the Public Garden Is to be taken 
•down. How many congenial spirits it will deprive of a favor­
ite resort...... Business in the city is making a decided 
start, at least in some directions. We noticed a few days 
since a sheriff starting a whole stock of dry goods to an auc­
tion-room ...... How to treat noisy midnight rats,—give 
them the regular cat-o’nine-tails ..,.. .It Is utterly useless 
for Barnum’s elephants to compete with the Saratoga trunks 
The best thing to do with a boot or shoe,—foot II...... 
Mr Snoozer says that the only place he can get a good 
square sleep is at his church on Softfeather Avenue. The 
Rev, Mr. Opiate preaches the effective sermon...... .Will 
any of our artist-friends tell us what precise color is blind-man’s 
buff?........ How to make a miss-take,—marry a single wo­
man...........Beer takes many a man to his bier. A lively
mug makes a dead one...........The Shaker fraternity in 
this city is again being sharply looked after by the State Con­
stabulary-...........It is just as creditable to a clock as to a wo­
man to have a good-looking face....... It is gratifying to re­
flect that mosquitoes will soon cease to present their vexatious 
bills...........Every house is said to have a skeleton; but It is 
pretty certain that every public house has a skeleton key. 
There was a great deal of Peeking in the harbor the other

day to see the new monster steamer....... How to make 
acquaintances leave in a great hurry,—try and borrow ten 
dollars......... The individual who got off a joke failed to get 
on again. He slipped up and went down.......... Morgan's 
“ Hidden Hand ” is the most visible one to be seen In our 
streets......... But comparatively little shaving in the com­
munity is done by barbers,..... -The daily papers are full 
of advertisements of “Wants." When was their a time 
when people did not want something or other, and a great 
deal of it ?......... “Ponies” cannot always be had at the 
leading markets in Brighton, Cambridge, and Watertown; 
but an effort in that dircctionin lager-saloons hereabouts is 
likely to prove suc-ccssful........ .The new Globe is to open 
iq December. The old one has been open for a tolerably 
considerable period.

The Platform Figure-Head is a character. Every­
body has seen it, and almost everybody knows it He is sure 
to be on the platform at the public meeting. There are very 
few absolutely certain things in life, but the platform figure­
head is one of them. He never fails, even if the elements 
rise to the tempestual. His gathering in ante-room, his care­
ful disposition of extra garments, canes, umbrellas, &c., and 
his grand and measured procession to the platform before the 
assembled and admiring audience, have been matters of dusty 
history for centuries. Very likely the first in the column is 
Rev. Dr. Whitechokcr. He has served a full half century,— 
some say a whole one, but we do not accept it. There is 
more malice than manner in the remark. His corporosity 
and pomposity arc wonderful. Next, possibly, is Esquire 
Cheek. He is quite willing to serve on public occasions, 
especially if it can be made his proud privilege to read a res­
olution, or offer a vote of thanks. Then there is Gen. H. 
Umbug. He never fails, any more than does the amiable 
and ambitious Mr. F. Raud. In the line very likely will also 
be found Mr. Sponge, Mr. Brass, Mr. Show, Mr. Cool, Mr, 
Grundy, and others,—a very precious set of family jewels. 
The. platform figure-head business is a system of itself, and 
its characters are worthy of especial study. This we may do 

1 sometime, but at present our purpose is only to indicate very 
briefly a few of the well-known types. They are a lovely 
throng, and ultimately should be preserved for some of the 
museums.

They do not number very many at Saratoga...... .Eleven 
of the twelve jurors in a recent case in an English court an­
swered to the name of Jones..... .The interior of Castle 
Garden, New York, is receiving repairs which have long been 
needed..... .Already autumn begins to manifest itself along 
the Hudson......... We wouldn't advise gold hunters to waste 
greenbacks on the Black Hills fever until it is settled that 
they will have something beside their trouble for their pains

A London despatch gives a rumor that the King of 
Ashantee is soon to be deposed..... .The German and Aus­
trian Ministers to the Spanish Republic presented their cre­
dentials to President Serrano at Madrid on Saturday last. 
Speeches were made by both Ministers in behalf of their 
governments, expressing a hope for the early restoration of 
peace by conservative measures...... Eight thousand more 
troops from Spain for Cuba I And no war!..... .The gener­
al protracted drouth in Ohio Is delaying the fanners in putting 
in their fall crops..... .Tuesday was a day of especial inter­
est to two divisions of Liberal Christians, it being the opening 
day of the National Convention of Unitarians and Universal* 
Ists, at Saratoga.

The Boston Post has got a magnificent building, well ap­
pointed In every respect, and its office, editorial, composition, 
and press departments are models which cannot be improved. 
The marble walls give us an idea of how a building might have 
appeared in ancient time*: the gold and jewels, outwardly dis­
played, arc all that would be needed to make the Illusion com­
plete ; but these “The Post" has in abundance in the style 
of the nineteenth century ; IM columns every day sparkle with 
jewels, and there is gold in abundance, which is liberally dis­
pensed in securing them. May its proprietors have length of 
days to enjoy that which their exertions have given them, and 
may their success In the past be but a faint tinge of the pros­
perity which shall await tnem In the future.
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pHENO^E^L

Just as one seeks, so one finds.
PRAISE never gives us much pleasure unless it concurs with 

our own opinion, and extols us for those qualities in which 
we chiefly excel.

A good man, who has seen much of the world, and who is 
not tired of it says : “ The grand essentials to happiness are 
something to do, something to love, and something to hope 
for."

One perfect truth is of more value than all the gems of 
earth, for it glitters in the coronet of spiritual life ; it is made 
one with your being; it is of yourself; it is absolutely un­
dying.

It is just as easy to get cheated, get abused, insulted, and j 
rendered unhappy in social life, as it is to get pains and aches 
in physical life. Either can be, had on the simple condition., 
of seeking for them.

It was a saying of Aristotle, that virtue is necessary to the 
young, comfortable to the aged, serviceable to the poor, orna- | 
mental to the rich, honorable to the fortunate, succorous to 
the unfortunate, ennobling to the slave, and elevating to the 
noble.

Patience is the ballast of the soul, that will keep it from 
rolling and tumbling in the greatest storms, and he who will 
venture out without this to make him sail even and steady 
will certainly make shipwreck and drown himself, first, in the 
cares and sorrows of the world, and then in perdition.

Humility.—“To possess capacity and talents, and to take 
advice from those who are deprivea of them ; to have much i 
and to take advice from those who have nothing ; to be rich 
and to comfort one’s self as if one were poor; to be full and , 
to appear empty or stripped of all; to let one’s self be offended 
without testifying resentment,—once I had a friend who con­
ducted himself thus in life.”—Confucius

It is an exquisite and beautiful thing in our nature, that 
when the heart Is touched and softened by some tranquil hap­
piness Or affectionate feeling, the memory of the dead comes 
oyer it most powerfully and irresistibly. It would seem al­
most as though our better thoughts and sympathies were 
charms, in virtue of which the soul is enabled to hold some 
vague and mysterious intercourse with the spirits of those 
whom we dearly loved In life I Alas, how often and how long 
may those patient angels hover above us, watching for the 
spell which is so seldom uttered, and so soon forgotten I

The office of death to the ancient Italian.—Death 
was not then surrounded with the torments of ascetic su­

perstition, with ideas of hell; in the mind of the ancients it was 
one of the offices of man. simply a termination of life, a serious 
and not a terrible thing, which one regarded calmly and not 
with the shuddering doubts of Hamlet The ashes and images 
of their ancestors were preserved in their dwellings; they 
saluted them on entering, and the living maintained Inter­
course with them ; at the entrance of a city tombs were 
ranged on both sides of the street, and seemed to be the prim- i 
itive, the original City of its founders. Hippias, in one of Pla- | 
to’s dialogues, says that “ that which is most beautiful for a 
man is to be rich, healthy, and honored by Greeks, to attain 
old age, to pay funeral honors to his parents when they die, 
and himself to receive from his children a fitting and mag- [ 
nificent burial."—Henri Taint.

FASCINATION.

THE ancients were undoubtedly well acquainted with the 
phenomena which are the results of what is now called 

mesmerism, biology, clairvoyance, &c.; and which were 
then the effect of the same causes known by the names of 
fascination, enchantment, divination, magic, &c. The power 
thus acquired by one person over another was probably made 
use of for unlawful purposes, since the practice of these impious 
arts, as they were then accounted, was forbidden on pain of 
death. That the ancients knew how to produce mesmeric ef­
fects, by the eye alone, is often implied, and not unfrenuently 
expressed, by contemporary authors. This was called fasci­
nation ; though this word was not appropriated exclusively to 
effects produced by the eye. Certain kind? of praise which 
were Intended to injure, and were supposed to prove perni­
cious to their object, were also called fascination. Not in the 
sense In which we sometimes speak of being fascinated and 
spoiled by flattery or excessive praise; but the notion was 
precisely the same as still exists in Eastern countries, where 
mothers, in evident alarm, snatch their children from the pres­
ence of strangers who express admiration for them. It seems 
difficult to conjecture the origin of such an opinion, the ground 
of such fears, unless we suppose that the praise was consid­
ered a kind of lure, while the child was being brought under 
the power of the “ evil eye."— Tit Afucatasiasis-

[For (he SdcDti'lJ

TRUTH IN THINGS FALSE.
BY MILTON. —kHRIT CONTROL-

E
rror Is a hardy plant;
It flourisheth in every soil;

In the heart of the wise and good, 
Alike with the wicked and foolish ; 
For there is no error so crooked 
But it hath in it some lines of truth : 
Nor is any poison so deadly 
That It serveth not some wholesome use. 
There is truth in the wildest scheme 
That imaginative heat hath engendered ; 
And a man may gather somewhat 
From Die crudest theories of fancy: 
The Alchemist laboreth in folly. 
But catcheth chance gleams of wisdom, 
And fihdeth out many inventions 
Though his crucible breed not gold. 
Spurn not at seeming error, 
But dig below its surface for the truth ; 
And beware of seeming truths 
That grow on the roots of error: 
For nice are the apples that spring 
From the Dead Sea’s cursed shore; 
But within are they dust and ashes, 
And the hand that plucketh them 
Shall rue it.

[For the Scientist.) 

MYSTERY.
BY MILTOX.— 41-1X1 T CONTROL.

A LL things being are in mystery ; 
jl We expand mysteries by mysteries, 
And yet the secret of them all 
Is one in simple grandeur;
For, counting down from God's good will, 
Thou meltest every riddle into him.
The axiom of reason is an undiscovered God, 
And all things live In his favor.
There is only one great seoret; 
But that one hideth everywhere. 
Ascend a thousand steps. 
Thy ladder beareth thee in air ; 
Tliou canst not climb to God, 
And short of him is nothing : 
There is no cause for aught we see 
But in his present wilt

DIRECT SPIRIT WRITING.

JEnmore Jones gives to the world, through “The Me- 
• dium " an account of direct spirit writing, showing that 
under the strictest test conditions an ordinary pencil wrote a 

communication without the aid of mortal hand. The commu­
nication reads as follows :—

Could I give you what you so much desire, could I be the 
instrument of opening the unbeliever*’ eyes my soul would 
rejoice. Your world’s beautiful, God has given you much to 
enjoy, and yet you poor mortals are ever wishing for some­
thing more—never satisfied—and will not be until you soar 
beyond the shadow-land. We are guided by a higher power. 
Why dictate to us how little this truth is understood. You 
cannot yourselves do more than your strength will permit 
A eloua over the sky will often prevent us from coming. 
The day will come, my friend, while this medium is in your 
midst, when you will see one of your loved ones face to face, 
and you will bless God for the boon. Your voices sound har­
moniously to our harps. You shall hear some of our strains 
during these meetings. 1 must cease writing now as one of 
your family wish to show you how objects can be brought 
through closed doors. Meet next Tuesday evening, at half- 
past eight Thank Mrs. for her kindness to me and my 
family. God bless you.

The Circle,
J. W. Jackson.

The article written by Mr. Jones describes the conditions
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for this cause decline to judge it, yet we maintain Spiritual­
ism claims a more candid attention than has yet been accorded 
to it by the press and the majority of the people. If the 
spirits can demonstrate, not only in theory, but by the weight 
of incontestible facts, the* immortality of the soul and a con­
tinued existence after death, then they will yet work a more 
transcendental revolution than any the world has yet seen. 
Those who, while recognizing the reality of the phenomena, 

'ascribe them to the agency of the Devil, know not what they 
say, as is proved by the fact that every new theory or fact or 
invention lias always been delegated to His Satanic Majesty, 
The great question that Spiritualism pretends to solve affects 
not only the individual, but lias an imjtortant bearing upon the 
modes of thought and belief of all the human race. We hope, 
therefore, that this momentous question will ere long be im­
partially and scientifically investigated by our illustrious col­
leagues."

TYNDALL AND HUNLEY ADJUSTED BY SPIRIT­
UALISM.

Vt a meeting of the Liverpool Psychological Society in 
Liverpool, August 28th, Dr, William Hiichman presided, 

and in the course of his introductory remarks spoke as fol­
lows : —

“ I doubt not you will render to the chair, on this occasion, 
that kindly aid and necessary co-operation, which shall enable 
me to conductawise and orderly gathering — an assembly, 
let us hope, whose chief end, aim. or object it is to acquire 
some portion of that blessed knowledge which alone can 
make us free, in heart and intellect, for time or eternity. 
At the recent meeting of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Prof. Tyndall has again assured 
the British people, with all the force and majesty of his 
splendid genius, that you and I shall shortly form additional 
elements of ‘deep azure of an infinite past.’ Now, with all 
deference to the learned president, I venture to character­
ize that statement as betokening something rather unpleas­
antly akin to light blue annihilation I Fortunate Is It, per­
haps, for us to remember that even he does not claim to be 
an infallible teacher in his own scientific department of phys­
ics and mathematics, —of which, nevertheless, he is a brilliant 
and distinguished ornament, — in fact, not long since, in Nor­
wich and Liverpool, he sought to tell us, philosophically; that 

1 the mind of man was solely dependent upon molecular phys- 
I ics, or in other words, that no mental phenomena exist apart 
from the elements of cerebral organization. I took the liberty 
of demonstrating to the sections of Biology, that there are 

j numerous examples throughout plcnaria, polypi, and annelida 
! (marine worms, clams, &c.) of psychical phenomena being 

manifested by spontaneous division of animal Jodies. Each 
body may be artificially divided and subdivided, again and 
again, and yet each portion shall contain an independent sep­
arate mental principal, or soul, capable of demonstrating 
special will ana special desires, in the entire absence of hemi­
spherical ganglia, brain, spinal cord, or the nervous granules 
of mind. The facts and phenomena of magnetism in the 
organic constitution of human nature, not to mention the 
marvellous results of recent psychomctry, have long since 
demonstrated to the advanced thinker in Ine science of psy­
chology the important truth that the mesmeric individual, for 
example, is an illustration of the impression of mind by mind. 
Such persons, I know, can see without eyes, hear without earn, 
taste without the aid of the palate, and not only so, but accu­
rately predict the true accession of a paroxysm of disease; 
not mark, as to the day or hour merely, but the very minute, 
and the exect time of such special cure and recovery. They 
read words traced by my own hand, as well as books, opened 
by sheerest chance, in different tongues. These phenomena, 
moreover, were hot unknown In the world long anterior to the 
Christian era, in the island of Salamis emphatically—hun­
dreds of years before the birth of Jesus of Nazareth — to 
Solon, the Grecian lawgiver. Asclepiades, the Roman physi­
cian. Tacitus, the historian, Suetonius, and the Emperor Ves­
pasian at Alexandra—aye, scarcely less to the Chaldean 
pricsls, the Indian Brahmins, the Pend, and throughout the 
whole of the Chinese empire, from Peking to Tun-nan-foo, 
from the centre to the extremities of Asia, — an area nearly 
equal to a tenth of our present habitable globe. Not long 
since, in one and the same University of Saxe-Weimar, it was 
my privilege to listen to the teachings of three of the greatest 
philosophers of our age and generation, as it were, simultane­
ously, The first (Professor Haeckel) taught me how to trace 
back the chemico-physical forces of cosmic life, step by step, 
through animated forms of nature, even to the frofogenes, 
living beings which differ in no wise, it would seem, from 
mere fragments of albumen, except in a more finely granular 
character; that, in point of fact, man springs from monad, by 
way of molecular genesis and natural selection, and ends the 
brief cycle of his career in the formation of first-class manure, 
The second (Prof. P.ueckert) assured me that Christ ha* 
certainly spoken in the direct voice of a living spirit of heaven

under which it was produced, and further narrates the follow-
’ ing:—

“ Now comes an incident that has puzzled me and my fam­
ily. Taking my educational experiences as my guides, I 
assert it did not take place. Taking what we all heard and 
saw, and remembering that If the parlor door had been opened 
the flood of light in the hall would have revealed the tact, I 
simply say: Believe the following if you can. On line six, 
page two, in the writing, we have the ghosts stating, under 
their hand in writing—‘ One of your family wish to show you 
bow objects can be brought through closed doors'' After some 
little conversation, the (ntrlor door not opened, we put the gas 
out; the same ridge of light 1 saw al the foot of the door. All 
at once there was a thud on the table tliat startled us all. On 
lighting the gas there was on the table, close to me, the bust 
of one of my sons who had passed away some twenty-three 
years ago; it was a cast from his corpse, and had for several 
years been with that of his sister on the top of a wardrobe 
cupboard in my bedroom. Who brought it? how it Was 
brought I cannot tell. Its size and weight precluded tlie pos­
sibility of Miss Fox bringing it before the sitting commenced, 
as I saw her come in, stand beside me, and then sit down on 
the seat allotted to her. The double lights in the room, up 
to the time the gas was put out, gave powerful light throughout 
the room. The ghosts wrote plainly what they were going to 
do, and it was done. How they did it I do not know. The 
fact remains."

In closing he says: “ It is well known that I have an in­
tense antipathy to “dark seances." They are the nestling- 
places of fraud, and seriously bar the steady advance of con­
viction of the truth of Spiritualistic phenomena into the minds 
of many thinkers. Yet I must allow that a ghost-hand seen in 
the day may exist in the night, and. therefore, in darkness. 
Taking the phonomena as related, there arise several-prob­
lems solved, ist, That a ghost-hand and fingers can hold a 
pen and write; ad, That a ghost has eyes that see paper, pen, 
ink, table, &c., in a room, while we with our ordinary eyesight 
machinery cannot; 3d, The writing is not only distinct and 
straight, but continuous on the twenty-two blue lines on the 
quarto page ; 4th, The writing shows it was an individualized 
mind—a mind that could spell words accurately and punctu­
ate—a mind that could tell what other ghosts intended to do- 
in other words, prove that the ghost was intensely human, and 
that “ministering spirits" are not atomic protoplasm,

SPIRITUALISM ABROAD.
A dvices from England as usual are Interesting. Direct 

ax Spirit Writing, and the little notice of Prof. Tyndall’s re­
cent address by Dr, Hitchman, we have cast into separate 
articles and they will be found under their appropriate beads 
in this issue. Spiritualism is slowly but surely piercing and 
permeating the most dense places, and it is surprising to sec 
how when once kindled the flame lightens the country for 
miles around. We have often thought in reading accounts of 
the introduction and dissemination of spiritual truths, that 
one might from these get a slight idea how Christianity in its 
purity originally diffused itself through the world. Liverpool, 
which once smashed the apparatus of a scientific professor 
who intended to lecture on the utility of lighting the town 
with gas, and which more lately treated Davenport Brothers 
in an even more unhandsome way, is now ornamented with 
Psychological societies, and not only tolerates but gives 
crowded houses to spiritual lectures, and phenomena.

Already it has shown itself in Ireland, that stronghold of 
people strongly bound: Belfast is holding circles, “strictly 
private ” of course, and mediumship is developing.

In Austria we learn from “The Mcssager Beige" that in 
Istria, Croatia, Hungary, and Dalmatia, Spiritualism steadily 
gains its adherents, and the circles arc productive of the most 
convincing results.

In Cuba Spiritualism is suffering religious persecution.
“ The Criterio Espiritista " gives intelligence which shows 

that the Confederation is developing its resources.
Germany tells us the same; the Spiritualists in Cologne, 

Bonn, and Mayence have organized societies which by their 
circle and influence will send Spiritualism up the Rhine.

Mexico.—“ The Democrat," a Mexican political paper, has
the following: “ It is a matter of regret that Spiritual­

ism in Mexico has been treated with so much ignorance and 
intolerance, because it shows that, with all our boasted civili­
zation, the spirit that is cultivated amongst us is more worthy 
of the middle ages than this enlightened nineteenth century. 
Although we ourselves khow little of the reputed facts, and
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to a spirit on earth, clad in the physical organization of Paul 
of Tarsus, as he journeyed to the capital of Syria; whilst the 
third (Prof. Hase) declared that Jesus has remained with 
us to this day, and is ever ready to commune with the souls 
of the faithful inspirit and in truth. Now, Spiritualism I hold 
to be the alqne science or philosophy that is adequate to the 
reconciliation of all such speculative opinions in naturalism, 
theology, or religion: nay, more, adequate to the adjustment 
of the Damon of Socrates, the fdea of Plato, the Nous of 
Aristotle, the Arche of Paracelsus, the Anima of Stahl, the 
Cogito ergo sum of Descartes, and, to come nearer home, the 
vital principle of Pritchard, the primordial germ of Darwin, 
the polar molecules of Tyndall, the protoplasm of Huxley, 
and the Dionian carnivorous plant of Hooker I Just that 
trustworthy sense-knowledge does modem Spiritualism now 
demonstrate to each faithful disciple, that the philosophers of 
Germany have hitherto lacked, to reassure their hearts and 
minds of the everlasting spirituality of the soul of man. 
Without demonstrable objective spint-forms, philosophy has 
no science of soul. From Kant, Hegel, Fichte, and Schel­
ling down to Schlicrmacher, Strauss, Buchner, and VogL 
Spiritualism, therefore, however unjustly regarded by some, 
as furnishing to the world only a wilderness of weeds — my 
own experience and observation justify the assertion — j" 
needs but the diligent application of scientific culture, in 
principle and practice, shortly to realize not only a garden of 
flowers for the present generation, but to blossom in the 
coming ages of peace, purity, and perfection as the Paradise 
of Humanity." 1

I
S THE Bidle of human origin ?—"The Oldham (Eng.)
Evening Express," Monday, August 24, gives a long re­

port of the success of Mrs. Tappan, and speaks of the sur­
prise and admiration of all classes of people, learned and 
unlearned, who have heard her speak.

The subject selected by the audience was, “ Is the Bible 
the Word of God, or is it of Human Origin ? " In tracing the 
history of the Bible down to the present translation, the report 
says,—“ The present Bible was therefore compiled trom the 
ancient Hebrew writings, whilst the New Testament was com­
piled from the writings of the earlier followers of Christ. It 
was well known, however, that the present edition of the Scrip­
tures was agreed to by the Council of Nice, at which some 
three hundred and eighty bishops were present, only by the 
casting vote of Constantine; and the audience might judge 
how far the question of inspiration was involved when the 
numbers of these learned men were so exactly divided."

The report concludes,—
“The medium then proceeded to show that among all the 

nations of the xyorld there existed writings which were held 
to have been Inspired by God. There was the Zendavesta of 
Zoroaster, the bible of the Medes and Persians, containing 
the very spirit and soul of Persian inspiration ; the bible of 
the Hindus, compiled from the ancient Vedas, wherein the 
spirit of inspiration had spoken in times long past; the Brah­
min faith, incorporated in works numbering many hundred 
volumes ; the reformed Buddhist faith, following the teachings 
of Buddha ; the Mohammedan Koran ; and the works of Con­
fucius in China. The meaning of this was, that if God had 
spoken only through the Christian Bible, then nine-tenths of 
humanity knew nothing whatever of these utterances. But 
the proper construction to be placed on the question was, that 
God spoke in a special manner to all peoples, and conveyed 
to them the fundamental teachings of his spirit in the manner 
best presenting itself; that alone it was the letter that killeth 
—the spirit only giving life ; and that whilst it could not be 
considered that the words'of the Bible and Testament in 
their present form were the-words of the Divine Mind lit­
erally, they held in them the expression of the Divine wishes 
and teachings towards mankind."

THE DEAD.

The sorrow for the dead is the pnly sorrow from which one 
refuses to be divorced. Every other wound they seek to 

heal, every other affliction to forget; but the pang of parting, 
and the wound received, always remains fresh. This, to you 
an affliction, still seems a loss; even when the light is 
brought you wherein you must feel that it is their gain. 
These loved ones gone before, — they are not dead, but are 
alive, progressing onward in the realms of love, and waiting 
there, with less impatience than mortals wait on earth, for 
their meeting in the future. But who, even when the tomb 
la closing upon the remains of one they love, when they feel 
their heart, as it were, crushed in the closing of its portals, 
would accept of consolation brought by forgetfulness ? No 1 
the love which survives the tomb is one of the noblest attri­
butes of the soul; If it has woes, it has also its delights,

when you know and feel that they arc not dead, but gone be­
fore to the bright realms above, there to await their loved 
one's coming. When the overwhelming grief is calmed into 
the gentle tear of recollection, when the past is still fresh in 
the mind,— think of the benefits the loved one has in being 
permitted to depart thus early in life; no more sorrows for 
them, no more earthly trials or temptations. There is a re- *. 
membrance of them, in knowing they can return, which has 
a charm as of the living; the grave buries every error, ex­
tinguishes every resentment, and brings fondly to mind every 
good quality the loved one possessed. Then weave thine 
own chaplet of flowers ; mark thine own way in life as nearly 
right as you can, since thou art permitted to remain, and be 
ready, at all times, to meet those bright ones, gone before, not 
dead, but joined with the angel band. midget.

J4ote^ and J^otice?.

z\t John A. Andrew Hall, Mrs. S. A. Floyd lectured in 
the aficrnoon at three o'clock, and again in the evening. In 
the afternoon, after an invocation, she spoke under control 
for nearly an hour. The lecturer sketched the progress of 
the world, of the difficulties which beset the sentinels who re­
turned to give teachings which should benefit it, of the dense 
material clouds formed of ignorance and superstition which 
they were obliged to penetrate, and of their success In perme­
ating the atmosphere with that spiritual light which has since 
been felt through all ages. Then of their return, weary with 
the trials and contests, nut still'workingfor the great object; of 
the lessons they taught, and of the blessings which man might 
confer upon himselt did he listen to that one element within 
him, that spark direct from God, which said, “ Do right:’’ 
under all circumstances, temptations, conditions, no matter 
how attractive or how promising the immediate results, act 
with a sense of honor, and for the great end. One of the 
auditors asked why souls returned to the earth, and in reply 
the lecturer showed how, at the best, people were selfish, de­
siring to gather to themselves all they could get of that which 
God had given for wise uses : and then contrasted this picture 
with that presented by the higher state of existence, where all 
were governed by the higher law of love, and gathered ta 
themselves what they desired for the time being, and then 
scattered them that they might again be used by those who 
were likewise attracted. It was because of tills selfishness 
while here that many were obliged to return that they might 
know, and by knowing help alleviate, the suffering, misery, 
discontent, ignorance, and other evils which were caused by 
selfishness, and that by so doing they contributed to their 
own progression. Several other questions were asked and 
answered with a like readiness.

The Free Circle Room of “The Banner” is again open, 
the autumn season having commenced with a circle held Sep­
tember 7th.

The manifestations at the Eddy Family mansion, Chitten­
den, Vt, are as attractive as ever, and travelers from all parts 
of the world attend their seances.

B. C. Hazelton, 140 Washington Street, foot of School 
Street, makes a specialty of spirit photographing. He has 
also some very fine views of Lake Pleasant and the recent 
camp-meeting 1

There seems to have been a very- satisfactory circle at 
Lake Pleasant Camp Meeting, at which flowers in abundance 
were brought under good test conditions. Judging from the 
persons composing the circle, we may safely assume the phe­
nomenon to have been genuine. It is a very pleasant, yet 
wonderful phase of mediumship.

The Denison (Texas) Weekly News says: The “spir­
it " Katie, who has attracted so much attention in scientific 
circles in England, has been photographed. If the most 
reliable human testimony proves anything, it certainly proves 
that this age is witnessing occurrences utterly incomprehen­
sible and inexplicable by any known laws of science,—such in­
deed as we have been educated to believe could only occur as 
a miracle. Whether we accept or reject the spiritual theory,, 
the facts remain to confound our judgment.

Books received.—An Exposition of Social Freedom, In 
which the author shows that what is passing current-with 
some under the name of Freedom and Free Love, as expres­
sions synonymous of tme life, are the reverse and opposite 
in every sense of the term ; also that it is impracticable to 
advocate the doctrine without a different interpretation, and 
the advocates are unfortunates instead of benefactors of the 
race. The book is written in an attractive stjle, published in 
^unphlet form, and for sale by Colby & Rich, 9 Montgomery



SPIRITUAL. SCIENTIST 23
evidence that SPIRITUALISM de­

serves INVESTIGATION.
s/mm ALKM deserve* invorigation because within 

r.c Ii4 twenty tear* It ha» found it* way into all the 
jvUiacd countriceon the globe; it ha*alsoa literature 
f thousand* «*f Volume* and Itoi a few pcnodicaK

The I -ndoo Dialectical Society, Adam-^rret Adel- 
•hi, under the presidency of Sir John Lubbock, Bart., 
4 P appointed a Committee to invoii^ale ^pmtual 
.bcr. >mcna. The Committee wa* appointed on the 
Mh januaiy. 1W9.»'W*®** <— „ „

■ A. G. Atkin^u, f“M H' S , 9;^ hct!lcX ^"’ 
ett Esq.; LS. Bergheim. Esq., GE.; K to* 

Luroc, Eh- : Charts Bradhugh. Em, ; u. I 
ZameroB. Eml.H.D. I John Chapman, Esq., M,D. 
Rrv C Maurice Da*les D-D. ; Charles R. Drysdale, 

p. H. Dyte. Esq., M R CS. • Mnu D 
H. Dytc; James Edmunds, Esq^ M.D.; Mrs. Ed- 
munds, Jarno Gannon, Esq.; Grattan Gear), Esq, ; i 
Robert Hannah, Esq., F.G^. ; Jenner Gale Hillier, i 
F ; Mr*. J. G. Hillier i Henry Jeffrey, i ’q • Al­
bert Kiscb, Ew|-y M.RX.S, : Joseph Maurice, Esq. . 
Isaac G Meyers, Esq. ; 1L M. Mo**, E^ ; Robert 
Quckh, Evq„ GE.; Thomas Reed. Esq.; G Russell I 
Hubert*, Esq-, Fh-D ; William Volckman, Esq.. Hor­
ace S. Yeoman*, Esq.*’

ProfeMor Huxley* and Mr. George Henry Lcwo 
to be invited to co-operate. Dp. Chapman and Drys­
dale and Mr. Fo* Bourne declined to *it, and the fid- 
! 'Wing names were subsequently added tv the Com­
mittee :—

** George Cary, Ehl. ILA. ; Fdward W. Cox. Evq., 
Sergeant-at-law , William B. Gower, E*q. ; 1L I), 
jescken, Esq., Harr^t^r-at-lax; J- H Levy, Esq ; 
W. ILSwcptfon, Esq., sUhitor : Alfred 1L Wallace, 
Esq-. F.R.GvS,; Josiah Webber, Esq.”

After inquiring into the subject fix two years the 
Committee issued its report, which, with the evidence, 
forms a bulky volume. Among other things this Com­
mittee reported:—

*' 1, That Mounds of a very varied character, appar­
ently proceeding from article* of furniture, the Boor 
and walk of the room—the vibration* Accompanying 
which sounds are often distinctly perceptible to the 
touch—occur,’without being produced by muscular ar 
lion or mechanical contrivance.

** j. Thal movement* of heavy bodies take place 
without mechanical contrivance of any kind, or ade­
quate exertion of muscular force by those present, and 
frequently without contact or connection with any 
person.

•• j. 1 hat these sounds and movement* often occur 
at the time and in the manner asked fix by the person* 
present, and by means of a simple code of signal*, 
answer question* and spell out coherent communica­
tion*,”

One of the tub-committee* of the Dialectical Society 
reported :—

^ Your cornmitte studiously avoided the employ - 
men I of professional or paid medium*. All were mem­
ber* of the committee, person* of social petition, of 
unimpeachable integrity, with no pecuniary object, 
having nothing to gain by deception, and everything 
to lose by detection of imposture.”
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THE

SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST,
A Weekly Journal devoted to the

Science, Philosophy, History, and Teachings of

SPIRITUALISM^

Tiro dollar* ami a half prr year.

The Shmitvai, Scientist present* each week a 

comprehensive review of the progress of Spiritualism, 

in its practical, scientific, philosophical, and religious 

aspect*. Il* content* are sufii dent in variety a suit 
all classes of mind* that are attracted to Spiritualism, 
and it endeavor* to supply all that can interest an 
investigator into the deeply important subject of

MAN’S IMMORTAL EXISTENCE.

The topic* treated may be thus clarified ;—

^ptptOUN CEMENT?.

The repairing of Jewelry a Hpe+ialty.

C. I). WATERMAN <£ CO*, 
220. Washington Street, 

(Three doors north of Summer Street.) Wc employ 
the mo*t skilly! and and experienced workmen, and 
have every facility for

REPAIRING^
Jot, Rubber, Shell, Gilt, Coral, ConUlno, 

Stool, Turkish, Japanoao, Oxidiced, 
Garnet, Horn, Onyx, Frosted, Pearl,

And ererytMag tn COMES, FANS, and

Fancy Jewelry.
Gold-Plated,. Silver and Gold Jewelry 

Repaired and Made to order.
Many expensive article* cah be saved by a Hille 

timely repairing, and al a small expense oftentimes. 
Repairing the old will save purchasing the new..

PROMPTNESS AND MODERATE CHARMS.
The largest and finest aasortment of Fancy Jewelry 

in >M city^n our new More,

220 Washington Street.

Boston Daily Globe,
THE BEST PAPER IN BOSTON!

/n dependentt Unsectai tan
^nd jProyressii'e.*#

Scientific Investigations, lending to increase 
the knowledge of the nature of the human spirit and 
it* surrounding* , aho, of the relation between man in 
the spirit world and those on the physical plane of ex­
istence.

Unsurpassed as an AirsriisinE Mefc

MEETINGS AND SEANCES IN 
BOSTON DURING THE WEEK.

John A. Andrbw Hau.—Free Mert is£t.SundaY<— 
Lecture by Mrv S, A Floyd, At 3 and 8 P. M. The 
Audience privileged io ask any proper question* on 
spirituality. Excellent quartette singing. Public 
invited,

Childwan** Pxogrksmvb LyCkvm, No. L hold* It* 
sesAjoe At 5*4 Washington Street, every Sunday at 
io r-» o’clock. Wm. A. William*, Sec’y.

OrNcrt No. I.—New Fraternity Hall, cor. of Berke- 
ly and Appleton Street*. Lecture^ afternoon and 
evening.

L'-mun* Haijl.—Free Psl'/ic Test Circlet ^x. io r-r 
A. M« and 7 1-7 P. ML Frank T. Ripley, medium. 
Free Spiritual Lyceum Conference at i P. M. for 
young and old speaker*, declamation*, Ac_, Ac,— 
Thoma* Cook, Chairman.

Mediums’ Matting at TentMarf Hall* 380 Wath- 
ingum Street, at to 1-* A, M., each Sunday, AU :
mediums cordially invited.

Thb LadieS Ain Society will until further notice 
bold it* meeting* at Rochester Hall, 554 Washington 
Street, on Tuesday afternoon and evening of each 
week.—Mak G G Haywamo, President: Mas. 
Ella Meade, “Secretary.

Bra-rtf ovex Hall, rear of 413 Washington Street, 
near corner of Boy I «i on Street- The Music Hall 
Solely of Spiritualist* will commence meeting* 
Sundae October it, at quarter to 3 o’clock, and con­
tinue through the season.

Boston SrurrrvALiST*’ Union, at 554 Washington 
Street, na Sunday afternoon and evening, at a 1-3 
•*®7 '■’ "’dock. The public are cordially invited-— 
H. & Williams, President.

STRAUSS’ ATLAS 
or 

BOSTON and VICINITY.
4 ELEGANT POCKET MAPS

For S3 rent*.

Sold by N«W England N#w» Comfaxv. and all 
new5de»lers.. Sent,/w//rn>, m receipt of price, by

F. A. STRAUSS, I
330 Washington Strwet.

BOSTON, MASS

Philosophical .Reduction and Demon­
stration, reports of Lecture*, detailed account! of 
Remarkable Phenomena, Materialization, Levitations 
Ac.

Religious and Moral Teachings commu­
nicated by Spirits Exhortation* to act fo^ Eternity 
rather than for Tune, to be guided by principle 
rather than expediency ; in general, tending to give 
higher aspiration* for our guidance in life.

Reports of Progress from all part* of the 
world, by correspondence, exchange*, and reportorial 
facilities.

Historical Sketches, illustrating the univer­
sality of inspiration from the Spirit World.

Editorial : Opinions; Extract* from PeriddLah 
Reviews of Rook* ; Literary Announcement*.

The Scientist will be a medium of instruction 

to Investigator*. Question* and objection* will be 

freely answered. Il invite* the cooperation of lovers 

of Spiritual progress, and solicit* their patronage and 

support.

FVAUAHKD nr

Scientist Publishing Co.,

9 Bromfield Street,

Boston Weekly Globe,
EIGHT PAGES,

And Fifty-Six: ColumnH

ONLY $2.00 PER ANNUM

GLOBE PUBLISHING CO.
90 4 92 Washington Shet,

BOSTON.

BOOK BEiBER^irrESTIOll!
The undersigned,, believing that Book, .hould be 

• Ara/, a. well a. md, prnpoatt to *harr th* profitt 
af trad* with the buyer, and reduce the price. He 
i. now ready, and will .end to order the tatftt and 
boot publication, at a discount of twenty cent, on the 
dollar AU order, over ten dollar. (| 10.00) will receive 
a further redaction offirr /rr real.

Book*. In all Wyle* no Science, Hiwcryt Travel*, 
Biography, Poetry, Philowphy, Psychology, and Spir- 
Itualua, with work* on Ethnology, Anthropology, and 
Natural History, can be had at the above reduced 
rate.
" Sreond Hand ” Book* will be forwarded at 

a e/irkt adraarr on “ auction price.," the particular 
for which can be »etlled by eorrexpoodence-

PW All mdnrv thould be *cnt Ay rjrprrtr, or 
forwarded through the agency of the PootSOOior, 
the order /*r tor tame Mat teat t*

J. H. W. TOOHEY.
Chefs**, Mas*.67 Broadway,
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)VEFfTI?EMENT?. Advertisement?. Advertisement?.

Half*Hour Recreations
IN POPULAR SCIENCE.

2d Vol., 12 parts, 25 ots. oaoh.
Twelve Coneeoutlve Numbers, mak­

ing a complete Volume, will be Bent, 
postpaid, aa leaned, on receipt of $2.50.

The success attending the tauc of the tine volume 
of thi* serial warrant* it* continued publication. Owing 
to A change in the buxine** relatione of the editor and 
publisher*, the previous number* have been greatly 
delayed. We hope to Avoid iht* dlflicuhy in the Lt- 
flire, and intend to i*»ur the part* monthly, or a* near* 
y w as it J* possible. We arc negotiating for impure 

Unt contribution* from leading naturalist* and writer* 
Who are deeply interested in the popularizing of natu­
ral science. ft h the intention of the editor and pub­
lishers to make the second volume greatly superior to 
the first in interest and value; and they trust that 
they may receive sufficient encouragement from the 
public to enable them to continue the series indefi­
nitely.

Wc annex a Utt of some of the paper* which will ap­pear in Vdume IL of the series:
The Transmission of Sound by the At-Biosphere* By John rymdaD. F. Rj oAr‘Wt^ Bu’
The Qlaclal Epoch of our QI 

Alex Braun.
Jk^Z^^” ln Qreat B^'j 

sJlEMlnd the Earth' Byr 

w«a!i' 4^ 

J#n Museum. i^Kp

jldcr, 
I By 

I A.

ESTES A LAURIAT, 
143 Washington Street, Boston, Mass.

JUST PUnLISHED, 

Bto&Krhrough Glass Houses, 
Modern Christianity, 

A Civilised Heathenism.
the author of ** The Fight mt Dame Europa1* 

School/’
A scathing ulircupaa the conventional Christianity 

of th# oreaent aay.
A book both strong and striking—a book which 

cannot be read carelessly or dismissed lightly.”— 
(Louise Chandler Moulton in the New York Tribune. 

10,000 sold in England within a few months 
Cloth, limo, $1.35 * paper, 75 cenu.

WILLIAM F, GILL & CO.,
Publishers, 101 Washington St., Boston.

Be Mire and examine the

FISCHER PIANOS.
They arc the moat derivable of any Piano ever 

offered for the price. Second hand, all price*, from 
900 to $300. Piano* to rent, at LADD & CO’S, 
460 Walking ion St., opposite Boy Lion.

WM. C. HILL, 
PIANOS.

Al»o, agent for the celebrated 

ESTEY ORGAN. 
22 ELIOT STREET.

LADIES,
In addition to our sale of Berlin Worsted* at 13 1-7 
CUk per ounce, we now offer our large stock of

IMPORTED TRIMMINGS
at very treat bargain., viti Trimming, reduced 
from #> per yard lo «> eta and from 50 co. to 5 cu.. 
to dm* out Hock for lack of room.

Aa this .tock of Trimming, roust be dosed out im- 
medialdy, all who are in need of such ought to lake 
advantage of thia sale.

M. M. PEYSER & CO.. 
130 Tremont Street.

COCHRANE 1 SAWN,
Book and Job Printers,

9 Bromfield Street,

HOW TO FORM A SPIRIT CIRCLE.

It is calculated that one person in every seven
might become a medium by observing the proper con- | 
dition*. The thousand* of Spiritualist* have, in most 
cue#, arrived at their conclusion* by agencies c*ub- SAVES CLOTHES 
lished by ihcmMilvoand independently of each other 
and of (ne sendee* of profevuwud medium*. Even I 
spiritualist i* indeed an “ Investigator/’—it may be at 
an advanced Mage; and that all may become m». the | 
fallowing condition* arc presented a* those under v^ch 
the phenomena may at all lime* be evolved. * [

Inquirer* into Spiritualism should begin by forming ‘ 
'spirit circle* in their own homes with no Spiritualist ; 
or profe*M<ma) medium promt Should no result* be . 
obtained on the tint occasion. try again with other ril- 
lerv One or more person* posscMing medial power* 
without knowing it arc to be found tn nearly every 
household.

I. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter it. and that there shall be ho 
interruption for one hour during the jutting of the cir­
cle.

2. Let the circle consist of from three nr five to ten 
individual*, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palm* 
of the hands on iu top surface. Whether the hand* 
fh each other or not l» usually of no importance.

table will do. lust large enough to conveniently 
mmodate the siller*. The removal of a hand from 
able fora few second* data no harm ; but when 
if the Miter* break* the circle by leaving the table, 

it some tithe#, hut not always very considerably delay* 
the manifestation*.

3. Before the Utting begin*, place «ome pointed lead 
pencil* and oom# sheet* of clonu^writing paper on the 
table, to write down any communication that may be 
obtained.

4. People who do not like each other should not rit 
in the Mme circle, for *uch a want of harmony tend* 
to prevent manileMatinn*, except with well-deve loped 
physical medium*; it 1* not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief ha* no influence on the manifestation*, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestation* begin, it it well to en­
gage in general conversation or in singing, and it I* 
best that neither should be of a frivolous nature.* A 
prayerful, earnest -feeling among the members of the 
cilclc give* the higher spirit* move power tn come to 
the circle, and make* it more difficult for the lower 
spirit* Co get near.

6, The first aynptom of the invisible power at work 
U often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the 
hand*, The nnt ma ni festal ion* will probably be 
table lilting* or rap*,

7. When motion* of the table or sound* are pro­
duced freely, tn avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk tn the table a* to an intelligent be­
ing. Let him tell the table that three till* or rap* 
mean MYe*** one mean# M No/* and two mean 
"Doubtful, and x*k whether the arrangement I* 
understood. If three signals be given in answer, then 
mv, ** It I speak the letter# of the alphabet dowly, 
will you signal every rime I come to the letter you 
want, and spell u* out a message ) ** Should three 
signal* be given, set to work on ihe plan proposed, 
and from this time an intelligent system of communi­
cation i* established.

Ik Afterward* the question should be put, H Are 
we sitting in the right order to get the best manifesta­
tion* 1” Probably some members of the circle will 
then be told to change seat* with each other, and the 
signal* will be afterward* strengthened. Next Mak, 
“ Who is the medium 1 ” When spirits come assert­
ing themselves to be related or Known to anybody 
present, wctl-choMin question* should bo put to tot 
the accuracy of the statement*, a* spirit* out of the 
body have all rhe virtue* and all the failings of spirits 
iu the body.

9. A powerful physical medium is usually a person 
of an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and 
very sensitive to mesmeric influences, The majority 
of media are ladle*- *

The best manifestation* are obtainr I when the me­
dium and all the member# of the circle are ttroncly 
bound together by the affections, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and nappy . the manifestation* arc born 
of the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower 
mental influences of earth. Family circles with no 
strangers present, are usually the best-

K the circle is composed of persons with suitable 
temperaments, manifestations will take place read­
ily ; if the contrary be the case, much pervcvetance 
will be necessary.

Possibly at the. first sitting of a circle symptom# of 
Other form* of mediumship than dll* or taps Mu*y 
make their appearance.

B. C. HAZELTON,

Specially Photographer,
/4O WtuhiMfflOH St., Sol to ft.

Steam Washer!
9

SAVES WOMEN,
SAVES MONEY,

SAVES LABOR, 
SAVES TIME

Fits any boiler ; lasts for years ; 
1 every one warranted or money re­
funded ; thousands already sold.
Directiops with each. In order­
ing, send size, length, and width. 
State and County Rights for sale. 
Agents wanted. Price $3.00.

Fountain Steam Washer Co.,
5 Tremont St., Boston.

JOHN A. ANDREW HALL,
U4Chauncy St, BOSTON,

Will be leased by the Evening or a Series of Evening! 
as dcMrcd, for

ASSEMBLIES, CONCERTS, and DRA- 
MATIC ENTERTAINMENTS, 

Upon application to
O. M. HUGGINS. Superintendent,

At the Hall, Dally, from 8 o'clock,A.M. to 6 P, M.

A PUBLIC BENEFIT.

READ THE FOLLOWING

Cheap Excursions Wing the Month ot 
September.

Boston to Wolfboro* and Return.......»•>*....#4 oo 
Boton to North Conway and Return. ............6 co 
Boston io Cleo House and Return..............io oo 
Boston to Crawford Hmxse and Return......... ro oo 
Boston to Bar Harbor (Ml Desert) and Return ..7 00 
Boston to Southwest Harbor (Mt. Desert) and

Return............................... .............  6 00
Boston lo Isles of Shoals and Return (good only 

till Sept. 15).........    35
Bott cm to Hampton or Rye Beaches and Return.. > 20

Also, from all Stations on Iino of Eastern 
Kailroad to above points, at pro­

portionate Low Prices.

A reduction of price* will be made with the Ho(eU 
at North Conway, l*lt* of Shoal*, Beaches, alto Craw­
ford House, for those holding Excursion Tickets.

Information and Ticket* to be obtained of Station 
Agent, or at the General Passenger Agent1# Office, 
No. 134 Washington Street, Boston.

CHAA F. HATCH, OSO. 1HSS2LL, OK. F HUD,
Gen Manager. Gen. Tkt. Agent. Gen. Paw Agent.

THE SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST, a weekly news­
paper devoted to Spiritualism; giving Reports of 
Meetings, and the progrex* of the movement in all 
part# of the world ; description of Seance* and Spir 
kual Phenomena ; Extract* from New Work* ♦ An­
swers to CorTespotsdenta, Ac., Ac.

Sfirft»*luii /Tvvprw4rrr/ ktt/k /* r#Lzf#/w thi^ 
Wr*

BOSTON: Scientist Publl8hin< Co., 
• Br+mfirld Str^i, 

And by mH NewvKlwnulerw*


