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The Motherland of Modern Spiritualism.

AN OUTLINE DIARY OF A PR E S E N T
DAY PILGRIMAGE.
By James Robertson.
P art III.
Jje a v in g Boston, we had our first experience of American sleeping

cars, having taken through tickets to Chicago. We slept well,
and in the morning passed through places I had often heard of.
Rochester—ever to be associated with the rise of the movement; close
to this is Hydesville, the home of the Fox family, who set agoing the
work which can never end. Some day, no doubt, crowds will go there
as to a holy place, wherein arose the wonderful Movement that has
bridged the two worlds. We were in the busy city of Buffalo at noon,
and on the way had glimpses of Lake Erie. A little later, and we
were at Niagara Falls City—at last we were to see one of the world’s
greatest wonders.
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The city is a place of wide streets, and has many attractions—
museums, fancy stores filled with all kinds of picture.1- of the falls;
dining rooms in profusion, and carriages of all kinds to drive people
about. Negroes and Indians abound, the majority of the: atter beinghalf-caste. The day was bright, and we took a carriage and drove
over to Goat Island. The rush of the mighty waters as we crossed
the first bridge gave us the feeling that we were being carried along.
Amid a series of pictures calling forth peculiar emotions, we drove on,
and then came to look at the American Falls; but we were afraid to
stand in such close proximity to the mighty torrent c " waters that
rolled over and engulfed themselves in the deep basin below. Some
people, we were told, were disappointed at the first view <if the falls,
but we were awed with the magnitude of the scene. It was worth
going hundreds of miles to see this great work of nature- —the waters
■of Erie throwing themselves into Ontario. Gorgeous as wa i the aspect
of the American Falls, a still greater sight met our view when we had
gone a little further. We walked down and out to a bit of table rock,
where we saw the Horse Shoe Fall, called the Canadian Fall. Clouds
of vapour rose up, blinding the view of details. We looked deep
down and saw a little steamer working its way up to near the front,
and we had a sense of fear that it might be drawn into the whirlpool.
Long we stood and feasted our eyes on this stupendous work : awe,
reverence, delight, filled us that we had been privileged to view this
sublime piece of nature’s handiwork. Again we drove on, and visited
what are called the Three Sisters Islands, which are planted amid the
whirling water. Here is another magnificent spectacle, the wild waters
rushing with mighty force all round to find their way below. Again
and again we viewed these rapids, and felt that here was force enough
to turn the planet. From these islands you see that ( ioat Island
makes the division between the American and Canadian Falls. What
an expanse of water, full of angry force, rushing onward as if it wished
to destroy. We saw near “ The Three Sisters” the reman-s of a ship
that had been lured to destruction. Wildly picturesque is he outlook
—you are transfixed with awe at such a manifestation of po wer.
We were not yet satisfied with what we had seen, so crossed over
the broad river to the Canadian side. We felt nervous at crossing in
the carriage, the suspension bridge which spans the St. Lawrence
looked such a frail thing, elevated so high, that the slightest lurch
might have thrown us over into the deep still waters below. It is the
longest suspension bridge in the world, and is a wonderful piece of
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mechanism—so frail and delicate looking. Touts abounded on the
Canadian side, wishing us to buy some thing or other connected with
the district, or to visit elevated spots. We drove on, and after a time
stood in front of the American Falls, of which we had a grand view—
better than when we were close to the other side. Walking further
along, we got close to the splash and rush of the mighty ‘ Horse Shoe.’
Vapour ascended into the clouds, to fall somewhere and gladden the
dry earth. We could have descended the long stairs, and clothed
ourselves in waterproof to guard against the spray, and looked up at
the mighty cataract, but we had seen enough. We again got on the
frail-looking suspension bridge and were soon back on the American
side. Custom officers are at each end to see that nothing enters
either state without being taxed. We spent an afternoon at Hamilton,
Canada West. It is a fine place, with wide streets and spacious stores.
We found that all licensed places, hotels, and taverns, closed their
doors at 6 p.m. on Saturdays, so we had to walk about for hours
before we ventured into an Hotel. Our train did not leave till i a.m.,
so we were allowed to sit down, but no refreshment could be supplied.
In the morning, through a blunder in our booking, we found
ourselves in Detroit instead of being on our way to Chicago. It was
a Sunday morning, and we walked about enquiring for a Spiritualist
hall, but when we succeeded it was only to find that meetings were
held not earlier than 3-30 in the day, Here again the river divides
America from Canada; we were told of a beautiful place up the river
called “ Belle Isle,” and we took steamer and got there. It was a
charming place, superior to anything in the way of public parks in
these islands, of vast extent and finely wooded ; waters run through
and people enjoy themselves canoeing.
There were delightfully
sequestered nooks ; Casinos erected here and there ; bridges across
the water, and places on the shore for bathing. Getting back to
Detroit, a railway journey of some six hours landed us in the great
city of the west, Chicago.
Our business relations had placed us in touch with gentlemen
here who showed us the marvels of this busy hive.
Our friend took
us out to his residence, where we were introduced to a number of
people sitting at the front on chairs. I did not understand what it all
meant for a time, but thought they were neighbours. Bye and bye we
went into dinner, and a number of persons sat down. All at once
there came to me memories of Oliver Wendell Holmes and the Auto
crat of the Breakfast Table. I saw the Doctor, the Divinity Student,
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Young John, and all the dramatis persona: who figure in hat choice
bit of literature. It was all new to me, and yet here was the very kind
of society I had read about. We had some sparkling talk ; Mrs.
Besant had been lecturing in Chicago the previous night, md Theo
sophy aud Spiritualism were discussed to the full. Chicago is a city of
marvellous growth. Some 48 years ago it was a swamp, now it has a
population of two millions.
There is no other record of such growth
in city building. Its stores are the largest of their kind ; i s elevated
railways and systems of cars surpass those of New York, whilst its
hotels are of the most palatial description.
The following morning Dr. McDonald, whom we had met at the
Boarding House, took us for a drive. The doctor was a man of
education and culture, who had a most interesting history . Though
Materialistic in thought, he had met with much that shadowed the
occult. His family had gone to America from the highlands of Scot
land during the period of the Jacobite troubles. Much of a speaker
and politician himself, the doctor was a great admirer of Ingersoll,
whom he well knew. We got an idea of Chicago during our drive ;
miles of asphalted streets, and trees in plenty. There was a bad
odour felt at times, as if the system of drainage was not perfect. We
went as far as where the cattle is kept and sold, the largest market in
the world. We afterwards drove on to where the pigs were
slaughtered—a most sickening spectacle. The animals were driven
out by the dozen to a place where they were caught by the feet, and
every other moment a knife was put into them, then they were carried
along to the hot water, where they were skinned and operated on
ready for the market. We could not get the sight out of our minds
for long enough, and felt that it was a brutalising bit of work. We
drove back to the city again, enjoying the Doctor’s conversation, who
seemed one of the most amiable of men. We had talks about Spirit
ualism, but he was inclined to ascribe its phenomena to a physical
basis. When we got back to the boarding house we had a nice talk
with the doctor’s wife, who was in deep sympathy with Spiritualism,
and had an intense admiration for Annie Besant.
The doctor took us out and introduced us to a Mr. F aguson, a
prominent bookseller who had come from Glasgow yea s before.
We knew the people and places with which we had been associated,
and this brought round a most interesting conversation.
My old
literary associations of Glasgow had a charm for him, w'hile my Spirit
ualism was a surprise. We got quite close and companionable, and.
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our talk was most refreshing. He had lost his old faith, had become
an Agnostic, knew much of the Underwoods who came about his shop
—a good honest specimen of our countrymen doing good work for
freedom and light.
I felt certain that what I said about the reality
and value of Spiritualism made an impression. He brought out a
copy of ‘ Hafed,’ and was astonished to know that its author, David
Duguid, had been in my employment for years; he was deeply
interested in hearing about the life and work of that notable medium.
It was a bright time for both of us, and I was sorry to leave.
He
pressed quite a number of books on me, and would take no denial.
I had to promise to call in again before leaving.
The Doctor then went with me to see Mr. J. R. Francis, the
vigorous editor of 1 he Progressive Thinker, whom we found at work,
and with whom we had a pleasant talk.
I called again on my way
back at Mr. Ferguson’s, the bookseller, and took from him Ruskin’s
“ Crown of Wild Olives,” and a little work by Mary Davies.
He was
surprised to know that Davis was still alive and practising medicine in
Boston, and that I had so recently seen him. I went up stairs to the
Doctor’s consulting room to say goodbye. I felt like parting with an
old and genuine friend! I seemed to know as much of him and his
ways as if I had lived beside him for years. A quiet, lofty soul, like
the Professor of the Breakfast Table. When I got down again the
Bookseller was at the door pushing another Volume on me which he
had just in dealing with Spiritualism. He asked me about James
Coates,* now of Rothesay, and was surprised to hear that he had no
special influence on our side. He had seen notices of his books,
particularly his last Volume on Mesmerism, and thought he must be
a man of mark. I told him of the valuable services rendered once
upon a time by Coates to the Glasgow Spiritualists: how he had
laboured so ardently as Secretary and as a speaker, and at a critical
period in the Society’s history had done noble unselfish work. With
my business friend we had dinner in a magnificent restaurant, one blaze
of light, with music from an excellent band.
(To be continued.)

* T h is g en tlem an , although ta k in g no public p a rt as a speaker on M odern
S p iritu alism , is, in his retirem ent, steadily in v estig atin g : he occasionally co n trib u tes
to th e S p iritu alist Press, and a t the p resent tim e is engaged in w ritin g a com panion
volum e to his late work, “ .H u m a n M a g n etism .”
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Psychological Reminiscences.
B y WILLIAM OXLEY.

C

I

h a pter

III.

N A ugust, 1875, hearing th at Dr. M onck was in London, I
invited him to come and spend some tim e w ith me: in M an
chester, as he was m uch out of health at th at time-, and for
th is reason I did not press for seances. A lthough I knew th at
he was a powerful physical medium, I m ay here state th at his
m edium ship was more varied in its character than ai: y th at I
have known in m y long experience in dealing with psychical
phenom ena, as will be seen in this and following chapters. T h is
rem arkable man was one of the late Mr. S purgeon’s prodigies,
and while studying under him was sent out on preaching expedi
tions am ong the Baptists in his sixteenth year, in most cases to
overflowing congregations. A few years after this some very
strange occurrences took place in his presence, which led to his
expulsion from the B aptist body. T hence he w ent to the S p irit
ualistic platform, and developed psychological powers which
caused him to be engaged by Societies and individuals in all or
m ost of th e leading cities and towns in E ngland and Scotland.
H is education and m anners rendered him a m ost engaging com 
panion for th e mail)' years th at I knew him , until he was
prosecuted and convicted nearly at the same tim e as the then
famous Dr. Slade. H e was im prisoned at W akefield for three
m onths. A fter his release his mediuxnistic powers seemed to
decline, and a little later he w ent to America, since which tim e
I have not heard of, or from him. But to return to m y experiences.
One fine sum m er evening Dr. Monck and I called at the
house of a m utual friend on the other side of the town. W e two
sat upon th e sofa with a four legged table before us, and in the
com pany of some five friends who were visiting at the house.
W hile conversing, raps came suddenly, and we were told to sit
round th e table (the top of which was four feet square), Dr. Monck
and m yself keeping our seats on the sofa. A fter swaying to and
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fro, th e table rose six feet, and I left 1113- seat and stood under
neath, w hilst it gently descended and rested on my head. It
was th en allowed to return to the floor and I was then told to
get on th e top of it, when it rose six inches from the floor and
slowly descended. T his feat was repeated with each m em ber of
the company, one gentlem an of whom weighed fifteen stone. I
th o u g h t this was a good beginning, but nothing in comparison
to w hat I was to witness afterwards through this m edium . I t is.
rig h t to state here th at all the above took place in full daylight.
D uring his visit I introduced him to our circle, w hich m et at the
house of Mr. Gaskell, in Oldham Road. Soon after we were all
seated, Dr. Monck went to the front window, where a Venetian
blind h u n g down. H e then called two of our num ber to p u t
th eir hands on his feet, while he stood w ith his back to the blind.
I stood opposite, and incredible as it may appear his body was
elongated, and as his head rose over the laths of the blind, I
counted one, two, three, four, five, when he suddenly appeared
to drop and resum ed his ordinary form ; th e two gentlem en who
had hold of his feet declaring th a t they rested upon the floor all
the tim e this astounding phenom enon was tak in g place. T h e
total h eight he rose—as I afterwards m easured—-was seven inches.
More occurred at this Seance which is printed in th e Spiritualist
Newspaper of Septem ber 3rd, 1 8 7 5 , under the heading “ E x trao r
dinary- M anifestations in M anchester.”
Dr. M onck sta}red at m y house for a week, during w hich
period we had several strik in g m anifestations when we were
alone. One evening he and I were sitting in m y library opposite
to each other, while on a shelf was a large musical box w eighing
16 lbs., which I was told to place on the floor at m y fe e t; we then
had converse with th e invisibles, who replied to our questions by
sounding one, two, or three notes for negative, doubtful, o r
affirmative as the case m ight be, the lid being closed all the time.
Quite suddenly th e heavy m usical box rose up and gyrated round
the room, playing tunes which were certainly not in the box,although
it was wound up while sailing round the room over head. Strange
to say, (what m ust appear inexplicable to those who have had
little or no experience in psychical phenom ena,) while this was
going on we saw a second sm all musical box projected from the
large one, and a third one from the second, so th at we had three
m usical boxes floating round at the same time, playing different
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tunes. T his continued from five to ten m inutes, when we saw
th e third absorbed into the second, and th at into the large one,
which gently descended and rested on my knee.
Dr. M onck left for other engagem ents and I did not see him
again until nearly a year had elapsed, when we had perhaps the
m ost interesting and varied phenom ena through his m edium ship
th a t is recorded in the great Spiritualistic movement, an account
of which will appear in the following chapters.
I t was about this tim e th at I became acquainted with Mr.
Christian Reimers, (second ’cello in H alle’s Concerts at the Free
T rade H all in M anchester,) who called on me and asked if I
would form one of seven to have a continuous series of private
seances, with Mrs. F irm an as m edium . T he circle was formed,
to which, on occasional tim es only, strangers were adm itted. We
took lodgings in B urlington Street for the medium, and supplied
h er w ith th e w herewithal so th at she need not be worried with
m onetary or m aterial wants. I t were well to state here that
M rs.Finnan had been in M anchester about a year before, and had
given seances, but in consequence of an alleged exposure by some
who called them selves Spiritualists, she had to leav:: the town
and went to reside in London. My friend Reim ers was supposed
to be leader and m anager of the circle, while my part was to
prepare the cabinet, formed by a hay window lookin g into the
street. I covered the window inside with black cloth and care
fully fastened it w ith tacks so th at there could be no tam pering
w ith it either inside or outside. Across the bay,curtains were hung
m eeting in th e middle, and near th e top they were a rranged so
as to leave an opening about 2 by i-^- feet, diam ond shape, at
which the m aterialised forms showed themselves.
A t the com m encem ent of this series of seances M r. Reimers
adopted w hat he was pleased to call“ Scientific tests,” but after the
first few trials, in which the m edium was tied, taped, and sealiugwaxed, with an extra net bag in w hich she was enveloped up to
th e neck, there was a loophole left for doubt as to the absolute
clearness of the tests. T hen I told him th at th e spirits were only
fooling us, and th at it would be far better to drop the testing
business, as I plainly saw th at it was not the ‘Spirits' but we mo?-tals
■who were being tested. H e took the hint, and the test business
ceased; im mediately and continously the invisible and visible
operators gave tests them selves w hich were far more convincing
and powerful than any we could devise.
D uring the course
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o f these seances I learnt som ething of the law of conditions, as,
when a stranger was introduced,if he was of a sceptical nature, the
phenom ena were more or less influenced, thereby becom ing
angular and unsatisfactory, quite different from the easy flow
which was apparent when our usual circle were alone.
T he m ain feature of the phenom ena was the m aterialisation
of spiritual or rather psychic form s; at first they were not very
pronounced, b u t soon they appeared to gather strength and power
u n til they were able to show them selves in partial and full, appar
ently, hum an form. T he principal perform ers were two feminines
known to us as ‘ Lily ’ and ‘ Bertie,’ with a th ird not so prom inent,
and a m asculine one who acted as major domo behind the scenes
and who said he was an Irishm an nam ed ‘ M ik e’; he spoke w ith
a strong Irish brogue and overflowed with wit. As a rule they
showed them selves at the opening, but occasionally they would
draw the. curtains and show th eir full figures, always robed in
white clothing. Sometimes other forms would appear, bu t it was
th e exception and not th e rule.
A m ongst th e m ost interesting features during this series of
seances were letters w ritten by m aterialised forms, these I preserve
as souvenirs, and regard them as precious docum ents. One
evening Mr. Reim ers placed a sheet of blank note paper bearing
his printed address, on the m antle of the fireplace at the far end
of the room, we sitting at the opposite end in darkness, in a few
m inutes we heard a fluttering noise of the paper near the ceiling;
I then stood on the chair, and, reaching as high as I could, the
paper was p u t into m y hands, and was found to contain two sides
of small, beautiful handw riting, from the one we knew as ‘ B ertie.’
O ther letters were w ritten by ‘Lily’ in the cabinet, o n paper and
pencil supplied by myself, the handw riting being of a totall}r
different character and style from 1Bertie’s.’ W e were also
successful in obtaining wax m oulds of hands and feet of the
forms, but a full description of these will be noticed in a follow
in g chapter, w ith illustrations proving th eir genuineness.
As there is some correspondence going on in Light anent
th e hair of ‘ K atie K ing,’ I may say th at I possess a lock of her
h air that is utterly unlike th at of Miss Cook, the medium.
I have also a beautiful long lock of ‘Bertie’s ’ hair, which she cut
-off, with scissors handed into the cabinet, and presented to me.
Both these are intact, and have not dematcrialised.
(To be continued.)
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In the Clouds.
By P eter Lee .
"THE ‘superior p e rs o n ’ is always in evidence; it is th is
individual w ith whom a little learning is a dangerous thing,
and he is th e consequent trouble in any body of men with whom
he may happen to be associated.
Modesty, tolerance, and
hum ility are visitors unknow n, or with which he does not appear
to be familiar, and when these conditions are blended w ith great
energy, it is quite an easy th in g for such an individual to 1>ecome
an intolerable nuisance. I t is this person who is directly respon
sible for the sp litting up of societies.
H e is affronted at trifles,
carries his little grievances into his own coterie in which he is
adm ittedly the k ing in m iniature, and succeeds in getting a
following. W e have seen this happen over and over again ; we
have seen this ‘ superior person ’ tu rn despot and finally deserted
by his own friends. A result of this kind is inevitable, just as
w ater finds its own le v e l; but, unlike w ater which having found
its level rem ains still, the disappointed ‘ superior person ’ com 
m ences an attack on the little kingdom from which he has been
expelled and does all th at lies in his power to destroy the peace,
th e prosperity and happiness of those engaged in the w ork o f
reconstruction.
Spiritualism is the most tolerant system of religion and
philosophy th e world has ever known, and yet for w ant of a right
understanding of what religion and philosophy mean, and a
personal bearing consistent with th eir m eaning, we have to con
fess to an am ount of irreligion and folly, of which every con
scientious professor of our faith should be ashamed. We often
w onder why m en and women who are supposed to think, do
actions which prove a w ant of common prescience,
actions
so silly and so stupid th at when we compare the individual as he
seems with the act he has done, we stand aghast and are amazed
th at he should not have seen the consequences from the beginn
ing and have acted with more wisdom. Such people are the
despair of p h ilo so p h y ; the educationalist in his attempl to get
the best into them , in order to get the best out of them , is iaffled_
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In vain it would seem th at Burns bewailed the folly of hum an
pride and emptiness,
“ O wad some power the giftie gie us,
To see oursels’ as ithers see us,
It wad frae monny a blunder free us
And foolish notion.”

In the contem plation of this subject it would seem as if in
th is blind egoism, the eyes are so self-centred th at the power o f
reflection is not yet developed—they cannot get away from self
and see a th in g from the Standpoint of another.
In this view
we are supported by Sir W m. H am ilton, who in the language of
philosophy, says—
“ The reflective ego, which distinguishes self from its
transitory modifications, and which separates the spectator from
th e spectacle of life, which it is continually representing to itself,
is never developed in the m ajority of m ankind at all, and even
in the thoughtful and reflective few, it is formed only' at m ature
period, and is even then in activity by starts and at intervals.”
T his doctrine finds curious confirmation by Bishop W arburton,
who said m an was ‘ not a reasoning anim al,’ but ‘ an anim al cap
able of reasoning.’ T ruly, ‘ it is better to be wise and not seem
so, than to seem wise, and not be so.’
In pushing our contem plation back, and still further back,
we find in the last stage of the analysis th at am bition, pride and.
ignorance are th e principles which underlie all our false super
iority. In our am bition we accept responsibilities which we are
totally unfitted to discharge, in our pride we give to ourselves
an im portance th at does not belong to us and in our ignorance
we are apt to im agine th at we seem to others ju s t w hat our own
egotistical m irror reflects. Follow ing naturally in the train of
all this vanity comes a contem pt for all inferior things, and we
have often been amused, and we have pitied while we have
smiled, at the claims of these sublim ated people.
Lacking th at
tru e spirit of hu m ility w hich at all tim es m ark the learned,
wise, and good, from the ignorant, the foolish, and the bad, they
claim association w ith only the spirits of the exalted sp h e re s;
they speak of th eir knowledge of spiritual virtues in high sound
ing term s and phrases which indicates conclusively th at they are
inebriated th rough d iin k in g psychological ‘d ra m s’ ; and, there
is as much coherence in th eir eloquence as there is in the
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exuberance of a dipsomaniac. T hey will tell j^ou th at in spirit
they h a v e ‘ left the m aterial,’ and are ‘ now developing in the
occult s id e ’ ; th at they are excogitating on the esoteric side of
th e internal ego ; th at they are try in g to bring the sublim inal
self to a reconciliation w ith the external ego, and if they lay
claim to nothing m ore modest than these they will tro t out all
th a t is at present known in the seven principles of m an as
revealed by theosophy.
We say n o thing against true spiritual science, but we th in k
th e study of it belongs to lower realm s th an those we have
indicated. W e may dislike by reason of culture and refinem ent
to associate w ith the gross and the vulgar ; and we may have
ideals of celestial ease, in am aranthine bowers, with birds of
plum age gay, and never w ithering flowers ; but this is very selfish
after all.
Mrs. Besant worked on the London School Board,
fought the battles of the m atch girls, fulm inated with m ore than
womanly vigour against all forms of error and superstition, but
now she has retired from all the “ pomps and vanities of this
wicked w orld,” she is enshrouded in the m antle o the late
Madam Blavatsky, reclines on the fleecy clouds of, and is blown
by the celestial breezes of, theosophy.
T he contem plation of a serene state like this is very beauti
ful, but th e spirits in prison are crying for light and knowledge.
T he children of earth, the poor w retched children, the children
of the slums, and their m iserable parents ; together w ith all those
who are given over to vice in all its repugnant forms : all these
require th e help of those who have been blessed with the means,
natural and spiritual, to give it. T here is a negative sin as well
as a positive sin, and m etaphorically speaking, the jan ito r at the
“ gateway of life ” m ay keep us back as m uch for what we have
left undone as for w hat we have done which we ought not to
have done. “ Life is real life in earnest.” Instead of rising by
im agination into the clouds away from all the din of earth, with
its clanging of arm s in the industrial strife for existence, as well
as on the gory field of battle, the work of self-conquest lies be
fore us, and m ust be accom plished ere we th in k of rising into
those superior positions, w hich experience alone can fit us to
fulfil. “ H e th at hum bleth him self shall be exalted.”
Pride and arrogance, in the long run, destroy no; only the
individual, but com m unities and nations. E tern al wisdom is
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n o t centred in anyr one little personality ; let us not forget this.
T h e man who knows m ost is tolerant of him who knows least,
because he has become hum ble in the consciousness of how little
he him self knows in com parison with the greatness of w hat is
unknow n.
I f we are conscious of the little we know and are honest to
ourselves and others, this will have the effect of suppressing our
egoism and teaching us th at to whatsoever heights we m ay
ascend, spiritually speaking, we m ust proceed by the steps of
hum ility.

Three Notable D epartures.
S ince the opening of the year three well known personalities in
the realms of advanced thought have passed from the physical side
of life, and are now realizing the facts of the life beyond. The first
to depart was Mr. F. W. H. Myers, who passed on at Rome on January
17th, the next to cross the Border being the Rev. H. R. Haweis, and
the third was Mr. Alfred Alaric Watts, each ending their earth life in
London.
Readers of the “ Proceedings ” of the London Society for Psychical
Research, and of Light, will be tolerably familiar with the name and
writings of Mr. Myers, and will therefore be informed of the fact that
he, from being a sceptic as to the return of spirits, became an avowed
believer that such return was a fact. He obtained the evidences that
satisfied him through the mediumship of Mrs. Thompson, a remarkable
private medium living in London. His proclamation of his conviction
necessarially startled his fellow members of the S.P.R., for as the
President of that body his utterance would have a far reaching effect
on the attitude of the society towards the matters to which their atten
tion is mainly devoted. Two days after his departure the Times gave
a lengthy notice of his life and work and acknowledged that he had
found a “ conviction and intense realization of the continuity of ex
istence,” which is probably about as near to the admission of the facts
of Spiritualism as the organ named felt it prudent to go. At present
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there is no one who can effectively succeed hint as president of the
above named society, to which he has been a devoted friend since it
was founded in 1882.
In the departure of the Rev. H. R. Haweis the Church of Eng
land loses a brilliant servant, one who as scholar, poet, preacher and
philanthropist, was an ornament to his church, and the honoured and
respected pastor of a congregation the like of which would be difficult
to find elsewhere in the metropolis. Thousands will miss a friend
and counsellor, and for a while his parish, and the world that knew
him, will be distinctly poorer for his absence. He was in harness to
the last, and doubtless his passing was just what so active and robust
a mind could have wished. That he was candid enough to admit that
Spiritualism was one of the live topics of the present day. and not
afraid to discuss it in his pulpit, speaks well for him as a man occupying
such a position. Indeed he once took the startling step of holding
an exhibition of Spirit Paintings, photographs, and other things, in
his vestry, and inviting the members of his congregation to contribute
articles on loan thereto.
The third one in this trio was Mr. A. A. Watts, one of the VicePresidents of the London Spiritualist Alliance Ltd., and a member of
that body from its formation in 1884. A contemporary say of him :
“ His relation to Modern ‘ Spiritualism ’ must be appreciated through
the fact that he was a Theosophist— in ihe old and Christia <1 sense of
the word—first, and that he welcomed empirical evidence, not as a
revelation, but as a natural consequence of what he had never doubled.”
While, again, the writer quoted above, adds, in another place : “ Of
one thing, however, he was always certain : the futility of attempts to
explain away all empirical evidences of the transcendental world by
psychological hypotheses,” which persumably means that VI r. Watts
accepted the evidences of spirit return as actually true ?
While paying a just meed of honour to these arisen men can we
justly claim them as Spiritualists, in the sense that the word is used in
the movement known as Modem Spiritualism ? Investigators, of course;
believers in the fact of communication with spirits, true; but such
makes a ‘ spiritist ’ rather than a Spiritualist. Could it b : honestlysaid that either favoured the work of our local societies, o accepted
the idea that Spiritualism is of necessity a Religion? It i probable
there are far more people who accept Spirit communion as true than
there are those who deduce from their experience any approach to a
system of religion, ethics or philosophy. Within their own social and
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public circles their influence has undoubtedly been for good, but it is
the army of unknown private media, often in humble life, who have
borne the “ heat and burden of the day,” whose bitter sufferings at the
hands of the bigoted and the ignorant was the price paid for the
knowledge brought to the notice of the cultured enquirer. Not a
single fact that our movement possesses would be any more a fact if
endorsed by the leaders of the Church and the learned professions to
morrow. Nay, indeed one may go back still further, and say there
would be no facts, and no ‘ Spiritualism,’ if it was not for the Spirits
themselves ' So, 1Lest we Forget,’ let us remember that Spiritualism
without the Spirits is a delusion. Freely and fully we honour our
arisen friends, but in eulogising those who never share in the real
work of the movement at large let us spare a word for the workers who
are content to toil with no higher praises than the consciousness that
they are sincere in their efforts. Undoubtedly the works of a Myers
or a Haweis make for progress, and that they accepted our facts
counts for the power of truth, and, in a sense, justifies the contentions
of Spiritualists made during the past half century,

A ltruism tSie Redemption of Spiritualism .
S piritualists m ust reduce th eir facts to orderly form, and
bring them into a system upon which ps}rchic science can be
founded. T h e phenom ena m ust be classified, studied, winnowed
and th en recorded. H aving dem onstrated the continuity of life
th ro u g h spirit return, th eir next w ork will consist in this—the
affiliation of th e tru th to the every day life of man. T he law of
consequences m ust be em phasized; the creeds of selfishness
banished, and the rule of love established. T here yet rem ains
for S piritualists th e cultivation of the world’s fields of religious
th o ught. T he noxious weeds of envy, pride, hatred, malice,
revenge and all forms of selfishness m ust be supplanted by the
sweet flowers of Altruism . T he seed has been sown in the souls
of the few who have caught the onward spirit of the age ; they
have towered far above th eir contending brethren in the narrow
spheres of self interest, and are to-day standing upon the
m ountain tops, with their radiant faces turned to greet the rising
sun of the com ing century. T he nam e of th at brilliant sun is
A ltruism , and A ltruism , through a redeem ed and rejuvenated
Spiritualism , is the hope of the world th at the Tw entieth century
will fulfil.—“ Banner of Light.”
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MATTERS OF MOMENT.
The E ra o f the
Conglomerate.

To divide into classes all persons who may be
termed ‘ Spiritualists ’ would be to disclose sub
divisions alike numerous and interesting. The
number and character of the divisional components would indicate
not only the widespread interest in psychical matters prevailing at this
time, but, also, the curious effect, resulting from such stud .es, upon
the various classes of mind engaged therein. The consequence of the
results referred to is that the term ‘Spiritualist’ would seem to be
descriptive of a conglomerate body of opinion, belief, andTnowledge,
without any actual homogenity, while the only point of actual agree
ment is that Spirits communicate with us. When, if ever, this
conglomerate state will come to an end, and the various schools of
thought amongst us unite on a common agreement as to what con
stitutes Spiritualism, is a problem that will pass the wit of ary man to
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solve at the present time. To unite, or harmonise the varieties—not
to say differences—of opinion in our ranks—would be a task that
only a very bold man would attempt. While the almost utter impos
sibility of formulating a Spiritualism that would be acceptable to even
a majority of so-called • Spiritualists ’ is still further evidence of the
conglomerate condition in which the opinion of “ the cause ” stands
to-day.
In Illustration o f
the Thesis.

To illustrate the difficulties of the case as stated
above, it may be pointed out that among those
who accept the fact of Spirit return are Reincarnationists, Occultists, Spiritualists, Christo-Spiritualists, Mental Scien
tists, Christian Spiritualists, Spiritualists who are only concerned with
the phenomena and their scientific examination, Spiritualists who
claim Spiritualism as a philosophy, others who say it is a religious and
reformatory movement, while others can see nothing in Spiritualism
but the opportunity it affords for “ consulting the spirits ” on business
and purely mundane affairs.
While a number of Spiritualists profess
even more than sympathy with the tenets of the Thesophical Schools
of thought. Since, then, there is this diversity of opinion in our ranks,
in what manner can such really radical divergencies be united ?
Room fo r
All.

T h e simple fact would appear to be that ‘ Spiritualism is

a term covering a multitude of free-thinking men and
women, who claim the right to investigate all phases of
psychic research, and to formulate their conclusions in such groups of
opinion as they may deem appropriate.
That such groups may
choose labels bearing the descriptions previously noted is, of course,
their right. Consequently, the harmonious co-operation of the various
groups, rather than the vain attempt to bind them together by one
inelastic cord, would afford each full opportunity to work on its own
special lines, and, when the force of circumstances so ordered, they
could then unite in any common purpose that would for the time
draw them together.
A t Last.

After a little over three years and a half, the Conference
of the Spiritualists’ National Federation has accepted the
draft of a new Constitution, and upon the Registration of the same the
above body will become the 1Spiritualists’ National Union.’ The

146

T

he

S pir itu a l

R ev iew .

Conference assembled, as an interim gathering at Blackpool, on the
last Saturday and Sunday of the past month, and after a painstaking
discussion of all the points involved, unanimously accepted the Con
stitution with the amendments made during the discussion at the
above meetings. When duly registered, the movement will have a
National body duly constituted according to the Law as applicable to
the cause. The event referred to occurred too near the date of the
publication of the R e v i e w to enable us to more than simply record
the facts as stated above.

Concerning a Spirit Photograph.
T H E camera used on this occasion belonged to Mr. Boui snell, as my
friend did not think it necessary to take his own with him on account
of the distance between his home and the above studio. As I have
already said, the plates were his own, and he alone placed several of
them in succession in the camera and then before each exposure seated
himself in front of it, while Mr. Boursnell made the necessary exposure.
After each plate had been used my friend took them out from the
camera himself, covered them up in the dark room and carried them
home, where they were duly developed by him in his own dark room.
On several of the plates after development there appeared spirit forms
clearly visible, and the faces quite distinctive. Among others, he was
delighted to find a most strikingly realistic portrait of the eminent
statesman I have before indicated, and a copy of which is herewith
sent for inspection and marked in pencil on the back ‘ A.
Again, in the month of June last my friend had am ither sitting
with Mr. Boursnell, the details of which are in all respect s similar to
those in August, 1899 >and on taking home the plates and developing
them, there was found on one of them another likeness of die aforesaid
statesman, equally distinct, but the face reversed, or looking in the
opposite direction to that in which he was looking on t he previous
occasion. This second photograph is also herewith sen: for public
inspection and is marked ‘ B ’ on the back thereof. Now, no one who
,is familiar with the photographs taken in earth life of the statesman in
question, can doubt, on examining them, that the two facer represented
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in the two photos herewith sent are those of this personage; the only
question is, are they photographs of his spirit face or merely reproduc
tions of his earthly lineaments ‘ faked up ’ by my friend, with, it may
be, the aid of the owner of the studio, for the purpose of—shall we
say— 1prestige ’ ? (for 1money ’ is out of the question in this case in
view of the long course of costly experiments which had preceded the
above result); or are they really genuine spirit photographs obtained by
a gentleman of undoubted position and probity through the agency of
a psychic, besides being the fruition of close on ten years of experiments
in this branch of psychology ? In my humble judgment, and having
been conversant with the whole history of the experiments and the
mediums selected, the latter is the only conclusion possible under the
circumstances; more especially as I have in my possession, taken in
my house, under my own test conditions, ten years ago, and by a
medium who was never in it till the spring of 1891, when the series
■of experiments began, under which success ultimately ensued, and
which resulted in the production of the photograph of a member of
the household who was never photographed when in earth life except
as an infant. The photograph in question is a clear and distinct like
ness of this person as he looked on the day on which he quitted this
earthly scene, and the negative and photo were thereafter shown by
me to a skilled photographic artist, who propounded the usual theory
of fraud and double exposure in its production, to which I replied
somewhat in this fashion : ‘ On a certain day in April, 1891, at 11
a. m., I had no photograph of my beloved dead, except one taken in
infancy; and yet at 1 p.m. on that day I got him, looking as he did
on the day he passed on, and produced on a plate in a camera in my
house through a medium simply standing by its side and lifting off the
cap for exposure. In short, my friend, so far as earthly conditions
may be held to apply, “ something real and tangible ” was then evolved
out of “nothing.” Can you tell me how this was done ?’
The photographer in question, although admitting the very ab
normal nature of the spirit face on the negative, could give no other
answer than that it was ‘impossible.’
Your readers will, I trust, excuse this personal digression as being
somewhat germane to the case now under discussion ; and in con
clusion permit me to say that my friend has now apparently reaped
the reward of unwearied efforts and costly expenditure, in having ac
quired under test conditions, through various mediums in and out of
London, what anyone who sees them will justly term a unique and
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very beautiful series of psychic photographs of personages who have
1passed on,’ but who in some mysterious way have been ab e, if I may
so describe it, to ‘materialise’ their faces and forms, sufficiently so as
to be reproduced on a photographic plate, and be recognisable by
their friends still in earth life. All this, I contend, has been done,,
on this side, by means of a camera and lens, assisted by the presence
of a psychic having the necessary powers. What part in the process,
is played by the unseen operators ‘behind the veil’ is involved in
mystery, and will, I expect, remain unsolved here.— ‘ An Old Corres
pondent.’ Light.

What Other Editors are Saying.
B y T hem selv es .

The Passing of Organised C hristianity.
Moral codes, ethical systems, ecclesiastical orga nizations ;
ideas of sin and salvation, of God and man ; orthodoxies and
heterodoxies which have now become orthodox—all th at has
hitherto dealt with the moral character and spiritual ideals of the
people has already felt the shock of the approaching; spiritual
and moral revolution. Organized C hristanity as an ecclesiastical
system already acknowledges its w aning power ; but it knows n o t
th a t it m ust give way to the ever-renew ing E ternal Life which
awakens in the common hearts of men, and which now asserts
itself again as a social revival of those elem ents of brotherhood
and m anly love, of spiritual em ancipation and divine sonship,
which Jesus incarnated nineteen hundred years ago. The pass
ing of C hristianity and coming of Jesus are the paradox of our
age. From the m idst of dead official faiths the real C hrist has
risen to hum an faith at last.—“ T he Social Crusader.”

If So ?
Perhaps you have a great m ind; perhaps you have an
eloquent tongue ; it may be you have a large purse, it may be
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you have conversed with the inhabitants of the spiritual world.
T h is m ay have added to your knowledge—if so, w hat use are
you m aking of th is knowledge ?
“ H e th at h ath a tru th and keeps it, keeps w hat not belongs
to him .”-—T he Tem ple of H ealth.

We m ust Agree F i r s t !
T h e T w entieth C entury shall see the establishm ent of
S piritualistic teaching on definite and scientific basis. O ut of
chaotic and unguided action shall come orderly growth and
organised advancem ent.— “ T he Two W orlds.”

Suggestive.
I f asked, “ W hat system of religion is best adapted to the
needs of hum anity, and m ost worthy of adoption by a free
people ? ” would not the answer be, “ th at one which best pro
tects th e rights, the property, the person, and the lives, not only
of its devotees, but all persons w ith whom it comes in contact?’*
A nd should we not discredit th at system where the inalien
able rights of m an are least expected ?—where m urders, robberies,
burglaries, arsons and crim es generally m ost abound ?
Is it not a fact th at a people enshrine their virtues in their
God, and ascribe to him characteristics th at belong to them selves?
If they are cruel, jealous, malevolent, revengeful and tyrannical,
will they not clothe their God with these qualities, and m ake
him jealous, cruel, revengful and oppressive?
If we cau tru st statistics gathered by governm ents, is it not a
fact th at in Brahm anical and Buddhistic countries there is less
crim e and more of the real virtues than in any other parts of the
world, and th at property and life is more secure there than else
w here ?
T hey who respect all life as an em anation of the divine, and
refuse to destroy beasts of prey because they are the product of
God’s un errin g wisdom, are not very liable to plunge the dagger
in th e breast of th eir fellows. Observation through all the ages
shows th at in those countries where God is esteem ed a despot,
p rotracting th e miseries of this life into a future one, there
hum an rights are least respected, w rong is in the ascendent, and
violence im m inent.—“ T he Progressive T h in k er.”

J5°
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Current Topics.
Is th is True of G reat B ritian ?
O ur Am erican Contemporary, the Light o f 7 m th , published
at Columbus, Ohio, in an article lam enting the decadence o f
oratory on the spiritualistic platform , and growth of cults am ong
spiritualists, after referring to several brilliant speakers and
w riters of a past decade, says
“ I t is safe to say, and we assert it w ithout ear of con
tradiction, th at no convert to Spiritualism during the last
fifteen years has ever yet heard or read Spiritualism as those
peerless pioneers of the past set it forth from th e rostrum ,
and through the prints. W hat in the nam e of h igh heaven
has come over this m ovement th a t wre have to ;urn to the
voiceless past for th at vigour and ability nov so sorely
needed.
How7 m any of the younger converts to this heavenborn
and earth-neglected gospel ever heard of Andrew Jackson
D avis? N ot two per cent of them .
A nd yet there has
never been penned a line, nor a sentence framei l, of all the
literature of Spiritualism , or the H arm onial Philosophy,
since his inspired pen wras dropped, th a t is not incorporated
in his wonderful works. Every idea jo stlin g about am ongst
the “ Theosophists,” the “ Christian Scientists,” the “ Mental
C urists,” the “ New7 T houghtists,” and the “ Spiritualists,”
he foreshadowed and settled long ago.”
T h e M elbourne “ H arbinger of E ig h t” rem arks, upon
quoting the above extract, as follows :
“ W e quite agree with the w riter in regar 1 to A. J.
Davis’s wrorks. In them are to be found solutions of m any
difficult problem s,and the basis of all the ideas prom ulgated
by the various cults enum erated. I f students of Spiritualism
started their course of reading w ith Davis’s “ Principles of
N ature,” they would be able to read the works of later
w riters more understanding!}-.

No Change of Creed.

T h e Boston Presbytery has recently been in C onvention,
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and, am ong other m atters, says the Banner o f Light, had a spirited
discussion over th e revision of the antiquated W estm inster Con
fession.
T h e m atter of th e confession of faith was considered in the
four questions p u t by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
C hurch in America, as follows :
“ Do you desire a revision of our confession of faith?’r
“ Do you desire a supplem ental, explanatory statem ent?”
“ Do you desire to supplem ent our present doctrinal
standards w ith a briefer statem ent of the doctrines ‘ m ost
surely believed am ong us,’ expressing in sim ple language
th e faith of th e church in loyalty to the system of doctrine
contained in th e holy scripture and held by the reform
churches ?”
“ Do you desire the dism issal of the whole subject, so
th at our doctrinal standards shall rem ain as they are, w ith
out any change whatever, w hether revisional, supplemental,,
or substitutional ?”
T he discussion was opened by the Rev. W. R. Cochrane,,
of A ntrim , N .H ., who argued against all changes proposed.
T h e Rev. C. J. Cameron, of this city, said he did not believe
th at the Rord had passed over any soul, or had foreordained
th at anjr one should be dam ned. H e said the creed of his
ancestors was good enough for him.
T he Rev. John W ildey said he did not believe the creed,
nor had any one believed it for the last twenty-five years.
Mr. T odd of Quincy said th at he couldn’t com prehend thisstatem ent, and th at he had signed and believed the whole
confession.
T he Rev. J . M. Craig of Dowell said they had better let
well enough alone. T he Rev. Jam es J. Dunlop of R oxbury
spoke in favour of a shorter supplem entary statem ent. T he
Rev. PI. C. Hovey of N ew buryport spoke for a m oderate
revision of the W estm inster confession.
Com m enting upon the above our A m erican contem porary
rem arks : T h e Rev. John W ildey was either the only honest, o r
else the only modern preacher am ong them . H e had the moral
courage, or th e audacity to say : “ he did not believe the creed,
nor had any one believed it fo r the last twenty-five years." U n
doubtedly th at was “ a confession of faith ” (or want of it) u n -
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looked for am ong tlie faithful followers of the Presbyterian
F ath ers! T he only wonder is th at but one am ong them , Mr.
Todd of Quincy, is reported as m aking any protest at such
audacious heresy ! H e “ couldn’t com phrehend this statem ent.”
Can it be th at the rest of them could, but deem ing “ discretion
th e better p art of valour,” allowed such a grave charg e of infidel
ity to stand against them unrebuked, except by a vote to let the
creed rem ain in statu quo ?
T he proceedings of the Boston Presbytery are a good “ object
le s s o n ” to church-going Spiritualists, who “ hug the delusive
phantom of hope to their bosoms,” th at all the churches will
soon take in the teachings of Spiritualism , so there will then
be no need of societies of our own. How aity scrupulous person
who knows the grand tru th of our Spiritual Philosophy can help
to support these “ blind leaders of the blind,” is more than we
can reconcile w ith either reason or conscience ; yet there are
Spiritualists in all churches who silently acquiesce in th eir out
grown creeds, and pay the preachers for teaching doctrines
repugnant to every spirit-illum ined m ind ! W hich shall we call
th em —cravens or hypocrites ?

JU D G E N O T LEST YE BE JU D G E D .
By A L F R E D K ITSO N .
j_jOW easy it is to see the faults of others, and yet be blind to our
own ; how easy to point out the path of duty for other feet,
and walk not therein ourselves, It would be well for the world
were th e above injunction heeded m ore frequently, then hum an
hearts would be less affected w ith the sting of suspicion, and
scandal would have less votaries than now. H um an h earts would
be happier and homes brighter, and angels would dwell more
closely with men.
How often does it happen in daily life th at the w orst fault
finders are the greatest transgressors, this class is tersley sum m ed
up by the adage, “ there is always the most pushing where there
is the least room.”
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L,et us endeavour to reach a higher plane by earnestly
striv in g to cultivate a nobler estim ate of man, be believers in his
innate goodness, and recognise his efforts to be honest, and do
w hat is right and just. By thus giving him credit for good
intentions, and w orthy aspirations, we shall help to call into
daily activity his better and tru er self. Ret us be quick to note
th e good he does, and m ake it the subject of our remarks, instead
of noting his failings, and leaving this act of justice until death
removes him from our m idst. G ranted he has failings : who has
not ? A nd in m agnifying others’ faults we do not dim inish our
own. O ught not the fact th at each one shall reap as he has sown,
m ake us pity where we often blame ? W e know our own failings
better than we care to o w n ; we know how repeatedly we fall
short of attaining our ideal standard of perfection ; and how we
long and pray for strength to conquer. Can we not recognise
th a t others have sim ilar longings, aspirations, and prayers, and
wish them God speed in attaining the same ? I th in k so. I t only
needs a little effort to look with the spiritual m ind’s eye beneath
the fleshly garm ent to see a pure soul struggling w ith its un to 
ward environm ents, the soul often being w illing to follow the
better way, but th e flesh weak, or the environm ents too strong to
be readily overcome.
In our efforts to walk “ hand in hand w ith angels,” do we
■try to “ draw up the slow ” ones while we cling to the strong ;
or do we recount their shortcom ings and give them a kick further
into th e m ire ? Is this how the angels treat wayward m ortals
whom they are anxious to bless and lead them up the divine
pathw ay of reform ation ? I f not, how can we claim to be walking
w ith them while pursuing an opposite course ?
T he angels have gladdened our hearts by teaching of a God
of infinite love, wisdom, and justice, and who, short of infinite
wisdom, is able to judge the hum an heart ? N ot you, my brother;
o r you m y sister. W ho is able to fully probe the prenatal condi
tions, astral and m undane, th at operated to fashion one hum an
life, or say ju s t how m uch sin is attributable to his environm ents ?
T he unwelcome is predisposed to take hum an life. T he alcoholb re d nurtured child is likely to become a drunkard. T he child
bred under immoral conditions, or suggestions, is predisposed to
a life of immorality. A nd so of all the vices, as well as the
virtues. T he latter we praise, the form er we blam e and severely
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censure. Infinite wisdom dem ands th at full account shall b e
taken of all those hundred and one conditions, and a large moral
discount be allowed off life’s bill of sin and wickedness-, w here
Infinite W isdom finds untow ard environm ents have operated to
m ake them w hat they a r e ; while Infinite Rove dem ands pity,
instead of blam e ; help, instead of censure, better conditions for
th e outw orking of the divinity w ithin, instead of curses from a
w rathful Jehovah.
T he tim e will come when the crim inal and the habitual
drunkard will be treated from a moral, rather than a p anitive,
standpoint. T h e form er will not be subject to capital puui hment,.
b u t confined and pu t to useful labour to help to m aintain th em 
selves, and those dependent on the labour of th eir victims. T he
m inistrations of the prison Chaplain will not be to prepai e them
for th e com pany of the angels ere they are fit for the society of
m ortals, but rath er to awaken the moral sense of right and
wrong, the use and abuse of life, and its sacredness, a n d that all
violence against it m ust be atoned for, either here or hereafter.
A nd when sincere remorse is manifested, thej' will be alb wed to
volunteer th eir services for rescue w ork by water, fire, or fever
stricken hospitals, and be duly trained for the work.
W hen we give up sending m urderers into the spirit-world,
hypnotized into the belief th at their sins are forgiven, and th at
they are going to dwell w ith Jesus, and the ransom ed host, only
to find shortly after the fatal drop how m iserably deceived they
have been by “ the m an of God,” then we shall have less evil
disposed persons operating from the spiritual side of life, eeking"
th rough those who are sensitive, or predisposed to their ; uggestions and im pressions, to avenge them selves on society for th e
deception practised on them , thus adding more victim s to the list.
T h is is true reform. I t helps to b rin g the soul into harm ony, or
an at-one-m ent with the divine Over Soul of the Universe. W e
can help forward this good tim e com ing by proclaim ing it from
our rostrum s, in our parlours, and cottages. T he good,the divine,
innate in every hum an soul can be insisted on. But, perhaps,
th e deeper, truer, and therefore surer foundation of this moral
reform ation can be laid in the hearts and m inds of the rising
generation. A dd to this,know ledge concerning the laws governing
prenatal life, and they are fortified against the wiles and tem pta
tions of th e world. Considering, however, the state of society to -
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day, it is necessary th at those who essay th e above w ork should be
husband and wife, the parents of those to whom such teachings
are imparted.
May not a great deal of our disappointm ent in hum an
frailties arise from m isconceptions ? W e are prone to look upon
m an as being created perfect, and we expect to see him live up
to this standard. Perhaps this is a rem nant of our early theo
logical impressions, and m an’s inability to live in conformity
therew ith brought the powers of an im aginary satanic being into
requisition to whom was, and still is, attributed our evil thoughts
and impulses. Both suppositions are erroneous. Man was not
created perfect, he did not m ake his appearance at the top of the
social ladder, b u t at the bottom. H e is still ev o lv in g ; th e
divine is there ; it is ever trying to m anifest itself amid the m any
chilling blasts and storm s of life.
H um anity is very m uch like fruit. In its undeveloped state
it is made up largely of acids, and often from the cradle to the
grave, lacks congenial conditions in which to ripen and mellow
into loving kindness and sweet affectionate sympathy. Infinite
wisdom knows this, and has provided for its ultim ate perfection.
F ear not, God will not unduly judge the least of his children.
T hen shall we condone sin ? By no means, but instead o f
condem ning the individual, let us turn our attention to his
environm ents, and try to reform them by bringing them into
harm ony w ith the higher needs and aspirations of hum anity.
Let us sym pathise with his efforts to attain the good, and
encourage him to try again and again until success crowns h is
efforts.

THE

DIVINING

ROD.

IT WILL LOCATE SPRINGS AND WATER BUT WILL NOT
POINT OUT M INES, TREASURES, OR CRIMINALS.
IN times past, writes “ J. W. D ” in “ The Star of the Magic,” Chicago,
the divining rod has been called upon to locate hidden treasure, to
indicate metalliferous veins, and even to point out criminals. It can
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do none of these things, and attempts to have it do these impossibili
ties is probably why Chambers’ Encyclopaedia expresses its astonish
ment “ that anyone pretending to scientific knowledge should believe
in the occult powers attached to the magic wand.”
It is not surprising that men in the middle ages attac hed great
importance to the rod. They saw that lodestone attracted iron, and
that amber, when rubbed, lifted light particles. That mysterious
affinities should exist in other materials was not an unreasonable
supposition. Nor is it an unreasonable supposition now. But the
divining rod of witch hazel or any other wood can not find ore
deposits nor buried money. Much time has been given and much
expense incurred in following operators over the mountains in the
mineral regions in search for gold, silver and copper. Disappointment
has followed the pursuit. Wise men no longer invest money in that
way. It is safe to set down the man who pretends to find i mineral
lode with a forked stick as a fraud.
But while I speak so positively about ore finding with the rod—
the more so because I was once “ taken in ” by a divining rod copper
finder— I must admit that when it comes to finding hidden springs,
the evidence for the efficiency of the rod is overwhelming.
Dr. Rossiter W. Raymond, an eminent authority on mining, read
a paper before American Institute of Mining Engineers several years
ago, which endeavours to be noncommital, but which yields to con
vincing testimony. That experts carrying the rod find water he can
not deny, but suggests that there must be a feeling of dampness—
subconsciousness often—which guides the expert. This explanation will
answer if the hidden spring be near the surface, but when the water
runs under thirty feet of hardpan and forty feet of clay and t :ie whole
■surface is as dry as tinder, how can anyone feel the dampness,
consciously or subconsciously ?
Mr. Latimer of Cleve land, O., engineer and railroad manager, is
fully convinced of the power of the rod to find water, and assigns it
to electricity.
At a recent meeting of the Scientific Society of Victoria, B. C.,
this matter was discussed. Instance after instance was adduced of
finding water with the rod. A physician owning an estate sought
water. Securing the services of an experienced well-digger he chose
the most likely place for a well. A hole thirty feet deep was dug and
thirty more feet bored, but no water was found. Another place was
chosen and, though drilled sixty feet or more, no water followed. He
then concluded to try a “ water-witch.”
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“ Here is water,” she said, as the rod turned in her hands, “ and
here, and here.
You will find water anywhere on this line withintwenty feet.”
They staked the line she indicated and found water at sixteen
feet.
At the meeting above mentioned, an English gentleman, a visitor,
was present who had discovered his own power a short time before.
He had bought a place in California on which was no water. Boringswere made to a depth of 340 feet in vain. A water finder found it at
114 feet. The gentleman, curious, took the rod into his own hands.
It turned vigorously, and since then he finds his own wells.
So
strongly is this power developed in him, that the rod will turn over a
bucket of water. As a test, a pail of rvater was set on the table, and
the rods present—peach, cherry and poplar—turned in his hands and.
dipped into the pail. Others tried the rod, and with one it acted
markedly; with others, feebly ; with most, not at all. With one, the
rod turned up—showing an antipathy to water.
To test for electricity, a wire was connected, but no results
followed.
Two persons, each holding a prong, joined hands. If individually
they had no power, there was none conjointly; but with those in
whose hands the rod moved when they tried alone, it moved when
they made the joint test. This suggested some kind of current, so a
rod was divided at the intersection and the severed parts tied together.
It worked just as well.
All the rods employed were of living wood, though some had
been cut for a fortnight. To test dead wood, two walking-sticks were
tied, each to a prong. The sticks were grasped and the rod held over the
water. There was no result. It seemed as if contact of the living
hand with the living wood was necessary. But then, when a wire was
tried, it operated as vigorously as the living rod.
Every precaution was taken to prevent deceptions.
No intent
ional deception was possible, for it was an honest investigation into a
curious phenomena. As for unconscious deception, sharp eyes were
ready to detect any movement of the muscles, and the bending of a
stick, as thick as a man’s forefinger, until it broke, as actually occurred,
would certainly have required a movement of the hands.
While this is something which we do not understand, electricity
by no means explains it. One might fancy that the attraction exerted
upon the water-loving willow branch was strong enough, when resisted,
to break it, but how about the piece of wire ?
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Ego Questions Homo.
B y C harles D awbarn .
j

T is time we each and all asked ourselves how much we know about

the next life ? It is a matter of indifference—just now—as to
how much we believe, although we know too well that on mere quest
ions of belief the world has been drenched in gore.
Fanaticism and
bigotry are always beliefs, which have broken out in horribie ulcers,
like small pox. And the man who calls himself liberal, and boasts
Tiis common sense, often has the disease in its most dangerous form.
So the explorer is now proposing to take a little missionary tour round
home, and discover, if he can, how much knowledge of our own future
has been stored away in the last fifty years, or since spirits began to
act as teachers in our primary schools.
Human Immortality and Spirit Return, that were om e beliefs,
have now become accepted facts. They have been proved under the
severe and prolonged conditions of scientific investigations. So they
have ceased to be beliefs. We now call them knowledge, an;l we have
a right to say we know that man lives after death, because we KNOW
he can sometimes come back, and offer reasonable proof of his
identity. So much we claim as proved, and respectfully refe- the poor
fellow with a doubt in his head to surgical treatment by the learned
scientists of the Society for Psychical Research.
So we have gained two truths, of which one proves the other.
But, unfortunately, this leaves our original question unanswered.
So
we again put it as plainly as we can. What do we KNOW .ibout the
next life ? Our answer must be the result of most careful enquiry and
self examination.
We have seen that consciousness (Ego) under certain conditions
exercises a faculty of subconsciousness—which knows without any
exercise of reason. This subconsciousness,—another personality of
Ego—is of great value when let alone. But, as asserted and proved, it
is woefully subject to suggestion. Our metaphysical friends, as soon
as they learned this weakness of subconsciousness, proceeded to put
it to practical use. The poor fellow has charge of our entire ‘ inward
ness.’ He is growling, for instance, at the misconduct of Homo’s
liver and lungs. Mrs. Eddy immediately suggests that there is not,
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and never has been any liver and lungs. The statement is a sort of
Annanias fact, but subconsciousness can be suggested into any non
sensical belief, and presently allows Homo to count himself as quite
well. Helen Wilmans, who advertises Mental Science, pulls another
wire. She says to subconsciousness “ of course you have a sick liver,
and also very second class lungs. But they will become quite well,
and always have been. There is nothing the matter with them save
in your imagination. So there now.” She cannot say this directly to
Homo himself, for he would indignantly deny it.
But she suggests it
to subconsciousness, and his reply to her suggestion is “ I now
perceive that my liver and lungs are as good as new,” and proceeds to
believe it.
The power of suggested belief on every organ of the body is be
yond denial. The sick make myriads of wonderful recoveries.
But
that is not the end of these suggestions by any means. Subconscious
ness is suggested by Mrs. Eddy that she is the Lord’s annointed.
It
is a modern edition of “ Great is A llah; and Mohammed is his
prophet.” So the faithful are building mosques,— I beg pardon,
churches—and with much prayer and praise climbing heavenward by
th e Eddy route.
Helen Wilmans applies her suggestive faculty to quite another
end. Of course her healing by suggestion is exactly the same process
as practiced by every other Suggester that has ever lived.
But she
says to the patient Subconsciousness “ there now, your mortal body is
all right. I suggest you keep it so by never allowing yourself to think
•of death or any hereafter. Just suggest yourself into living here for
ever, if you can ; and, if not, then for a thousand years or so.” Our
good sister goes on to suggest not only health but pocket money to
Subconsciousness, with an automobile body that can build temples by
the thousand to the glory of Mental Science, and Helen Wilmans.
Great is the power of suggestion,—sometimes with a brickbat,
and sometimes with a thought. But the explorer is agonised to dis
cover that this suggested power has a most serious weakness, which
bars his way. The false is suggested as readily as the true, and this
applies as much to man’s future as to his present everyday life. The
writer has had a near neighbour whose spine was not well behaved.
He had suffered greatly at the hands of well meaning and learned
physicians. Their rnoxas, and other applications had only succeeded
in suggesting fearful pain. One day he was ‘ suggested ’ that his spine
was all right, and immediately Subconsciousness believed it. Away
went his crutches, and he proclaimed himself cured.
The writer saw
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his limbs tremble, his back bend, and his lip stiffen, many a time when
he was not on guard, but he would instantly ‘ suggest ’ he was well and
strong. One day there was a funeral, and that Subconsciousness be
came silent to us his neighbours. So we perceive that suggestion for
the mortal has both great power and a marked limit.
In this article we are specially interested in such experiences,
both of weal and woe, for it is only through Subconsciousness that we
could hope for any knowledge of another life. He should be our
reporter, to tell us just what he has seen and experienced.
But, O
for the woe of it, just as soon as he reaches the point of con:act with
earth life, we paralyse him with suggestion, and he forthwith gives us
the religious story of our own childhood in a celestial Mothe r Goose,
exactly adapted to our babyhood. To the old Egyptian, Subconscious
ness was a daily visitor through vestal virgin. We find Osiris and Isis
responding to religious aspiration, and teaching an Egyptian future for
the virtuous believer.
(To be concluded.)
AN AMERICAN APPRECIATION OF T H E
SPIRITUAL REVIEW.
T h e December number of this most excellent journal is just to
hand. Its progressive editor, Mr. J. J. Morse, has filled its pages with
some of the finest intellectual viands that were ever set b Tore the
reading public. He certainly keeps his eyes wide open in all d uections,
for he has reports from all lands, setting forth the progress of Spirit
ualism on all continents. The report from America is from the facile
pen of that well-known worker Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, of Phi adelphia,
in which she gives a very interesting account of the recent National
Convention in Cleveland, Ohio, covering six full pages of th Review.
This shows that the N. S. A. has attracted attention abroad, and is
now looked upon as the leading factor in the presentation of Spirit
ualism in America. Mrs. Cadwallader’s kindly references to the
Editor-in-Chief of the Banner of Light are much appreciated, and we
can compliment her in turn on her splendid report. It is one of the
meatiest reviews of the late convention that could be written Brother
Morse’s editoral reference to the P. S. A. is most kind, and indicates
in a marked degree the good feeling that exists between the Spiritual
ists of England and America. The Review deserves well at fie hands
of the Spiritualists on all continents, and we hope that thousands of
copies of Brother Morse’s able Journal will find their way into
American homes.— The Banner o f Light.
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The Progressive Literature Agency,
[ E s t a b l is h e d 1878.]

J. J.

MORSE,

PROPRIETOR,

26, O snabupg-h S t ., E u sto n R o a d , L o n d o n , N .W .

P r o s p e c tu s .
The Progressive Literature Agency was established in 1878, by Mr. J. J. Morse,
for the purpose of affording increased facilities for the distribution of works upon
Spiritualism and cognate subjects.
It is now the oldest Agency devoted entirely
to such literature.
The P.L.A. has continually enlarged in scope, as a consequence of the favou
accorded it, and to facilitate its purposes it is divided under the following

D e p a r tm e n ts:
AM ERICAN DEPARTM ENT. —The P.L.A. deals in all tile American periodicals and book
upon Spiritual ond Progressive subjects. It is the appointed European Depot
of Colby & Rich, B a n n e r o f L ig h t Publishing House, Boston. The largest
and oldest publishing house for Spiritual Literature in the world.

AUSTRALIAN D E P A R TM E N T.— The P.L.A. is the English Agency of W. H. T er r y
H a r b in g e r o f L ig h t

Publishing House, Melbourne, Australia.

BOOK DEPAR TM EN T. —The P.L.A. supplies all the latest publications upon Spiritua
Science and Psyehic Research, etc., issued at home or abroad. Customers can
be supplied in all cases, through the post. Full List Post Free.

Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritualism —By Sir William Crookes, F.R.S.
President of the British Association 1898 ; President of the Society for Psychica
Research 1890. Large 8vo., handsome ornamented Cloth, gilt, 5s. 3d., pos
free.
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Christ the C orner Stone of Spiritualism .

By J. M. P e e b l e s , M.D. A large pamphlet.
It treats of the Spiritualism of the Bible. Price 3d., postage id .

G arrison in Heaven.

By W il l ia m D e n t o n .
exposure of the orthodox doctrine of hell.

A racy, remarkable ind scathing
Price 3d. Post free, jjd .

Seership : Guide to Soul Siyllt.

P. B. R a n d o l p h . Clairvoyance, or -Somnambulic
Vision, its art and culture, with rules for its attainment. Price 9s.. postage 3d.

E tilis : The Th ird Revelation of Soul and Sex.

P. B. R a n d o l p h , a work containing
many secret and inner doctrines of the Rosicrucians. In it and b\ it both man
and woman have the road to enormous power in others, prolongation of life,
and rendering existence a road to perpetual joy. Price 10s. 6d., postage 4d.

Life in Two Spheres.

By H u d so n T u t t l e , with portrait. A fascinating account
of life after death, as seen clairvoyantly by this wonderful seer. Post free is. Sd.

Hews from the Invisible W orld.

Fifth thousand. The wonderful account of the ex
traordinary experiences at the house of Mr. Samuel Wesley, Sen., during 1716
and 1717, by the Rev. John Wesley. With an introductory explanation by J.
J. Morse. 2d., post free 2i-d.

Planchettes.

Highly finished mahogany. Special screw to fix in pencil. Ivory wheels
on steel pillars. Neatly packed in special cardboard box, with full instructions.
Price 3s. 6d., postage 3d. The best article procurable;

Views Of Olir Heavenly Home.

By A. J. D a v is . Illustrated with diagrams of celestial
objects and views of different portions of the celestial home. ( loth 3s. 6d.,
postage 3d.

Death and the A fte r-Life .

By A. J. D a v is . Death and the After-Life ; Scenes in
the Summer-land ; Society in the Summer-land ; Social Centres in the Summerland, etc., etc., 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

Real Life in S p irit-L a n d .

By M a r ia M . K in g .
Being life experiences, scenes,
incidents, and conditions illustrative of spirit-life arid the principles of the
Spiritual Philosophy. Given inspirationally. Cloth. Post free 4s. 6d.

Mediumship, By Mrs. M a r ia M. K in g . A p am p h let for m edium s. Po- t free, is. id.
A S p irit’s idea Of Happiness.

J- R. T utin , An emanation from the Spirit-side of
existence, through the means of automatic writing. Cloth, 340 pages, reduced
price, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

Bridge Between Two W orlds.

B y A bb y a . J u d s o n .
This book is dedicated to all
earnest souls who desire, by harmonizing their psychical bodies with universal
nature, and their souls with the higher intelligences, to con e into closer
connection with the purer realms of the spirit world. Cloth.
Price 4s. 6d.
postage 4d.
Spirits Teachings —Through the Mediumship of William Stainton Moses, (M.A.,
OxoN.), by Automatic or Passive Writing, with a Biography by C h a r l t o n T.
S p e e r . Two full-paged portraits Handsomely bound in Clot: Gilt 324-pp
demy 8vo, price 3s. 6d. net, or post free, 3s. iod.
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Ideal Suggestions Through Mental Photography.

A Restorative system for Home and
Private Use, preceded by a Study of the laws of Mental Healing. By H en r y
W ood Cloth Price 5s 6d, postage 4d

Scientific Basis of Spiritualism .

By E pe s S a r g e n t . This is a large i2mo of 372
pages, with an appendix of 23 pages. The author takes the ground that since
natural science is concerned with a knowledge of real phenomena, appealing to
our sense perceptions, and which are not historically imparted, but are directly
presented in the irresistible form of daily demonstration to any faithful investi
gator, therefore Spiritualism is a natural science, and all opposition to it under
the ignorant pretence that it is outside of nature, is unscientific an unphilosophical All this is clearly shown Cloth, 121110, pp 396 Post free 4s 6d

Studies of the Outlying Fields of Psychic Science.

By H u d so n T u t t l e . The author
sets out to put on a more scientific? and rational basis the proofs of the doctrine
of immortality. He recognizes the fact that we live in an age of growing
scepticism, that evidence which was once sufficient is no longer so, and that
in the minds of a very large class of earnest and intelligent persons faith
in a future state of existence has a very slender hold. Handsomely bound in
cloth, extra, pp 252 Price 2s 6d, post free

Poems Of Progress.

By Miss L iz z ie D o t e n , author of 11Poems from the Inner
Life.” Illustrated with a fine steel engraving of the inspired author. The
structure of her verse is remarkably smooth and harmonious, and its melody
well becomes such genuine sermons in song. The intellectual and spiritual
quality of Lizzie Doten’s poems, far more even than their high literary merit,
commend this volume to the highest appreciation of the public, and the widest
Circulation Cloth Price 4s 6s, postage 4d

Poems from the Inner Life.

By L iz z ie D o t e n .
New edition. This handsome
volume contains the gems of the inspirational utterances, given chiefly before
public audiences, under direct spirit influence.
Several of them are attributed
to the spirit of Edgar A. Poe. Others are by the inspiration of Shakespeare,
Burns, and A. W. Sprague, but in many cases the author’s name is not recorded.
Price 4s 6d, postage 4d

Religion of Man and Ethics of Science.

By H u d so n T u t t l e . The Past has been
the Age of the Gods and the religion of pain ; the present is the age of man
and the religion of joy. Not servile trust in the Gods, but the knowledge of
the laws of the world, belief in the divinity of man and his eternal progress
toward perfection, is the foundation of the religion of man and the system o
ethics as treated in this work. Finely bound in muslin, pp. 320. Price 4s. 6d.
post free.

Tile Autobiography Of Emma Hardinge B ritten— The Pioneer Lecturer and Historian of
Modern Spiritualism. Edited and Published by Mrs. Margaret Wilkinson
(Her Sister, and sole Surviving Relative), with a Preface by J. J. Morse.
Twenty-one chapters, valedictory, and an Appendix. Illustrated with a hand
some portrait of Mrs. Britten. Large Octavo, Cloth bound, 275 pages. Price
5s, postage 4d
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Self Hypnotic Healing.
I have made a late discovery that enables all to induce the hypnoiic sleep in
themselves instantly, awaken at any desired time and thereby cure all known
diseases and bad habits Anyone can induce this sleep in themselves nstantly at
first trial, control their dreams, read the minds of friends and enemies, visit any
part of the earth, solve hard questions and problems in this sleep and remember all
when awake This so-called Mental Vision Lesson will be sent to anyone for ioc
silver, actually enabling him to do the above without further charge

PROF. R. E. DUTTON, D e p t . E. McCOOK, NEB.

W o r k s fo r S t u d e n t s a n d E n q u ir e r s .
H INTS TO ENQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM,
By J. J. Morse.

Willi rules for the formation of Spirit Circles and Hints upon the 1 development
of Mediumship. Testimonies of eminent persons in favour of the fact;. Just the
work for enquirers Tenth thousand. Post free 4UI.
M EDIUM SHIP EXPLAINED.
By E. M. and M. H. Wai.lis.
Sacred Office of Mediumship ; What is Mediumship ? the Effects of Mediumship ; the Phenomena of Mediumship ; the Difficulties and Delights of Mediumship;
the Different Phases of Mediumship ; Psychical Susceptibility and Mediumship ;
Biblical and Modern Mediumship. Price 1/-; post free i / i b
M EDIUM SHIP.
By Prof. J. S. Loveland.
A Course of Seven Lectures; also a Lecture on “ The Perpetuity of Spiritalism.” Cloth, pp, 248. 4/6 ; postage 4d.
M EDIUM SHIP.
By J . H . P o w e l l .
Its Laws and Conditions. With brief instructions for the formation of Spirit
Circles. A thorough and timely exposition of a subject no longer locked in super
stitious mystery, but exciting everywhere the inquiry and thought of men and
women. New and revised edition. Post free 6d.
M EDIUM SHIP AND ITS DEVELOPMENTS.
By W. H. Bach.
This book is written for the express purpose of instructing Mediu ns, and those
who wish to develop Mediumship ; how to sit to assist the influence; in bringing
about the desired results. Obsession is treated in a practical way, Mesmerism is
treated in a clear, concise manner. 2/6 ; postage 3d.
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NOW READY

REMINISCENCES:
By ALFRED SMEDLEY,
Including an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations.
T h e M e d iu m in a C a g e .
Spirits materialise, hold conversation with the sitters, and then ^m aterialise in
full view of all present
The Spirits make wax moulds of their feet, &c &c
Illustrations of the plan of the room, of the cage and cabinet, and of the wax
moulds ; also of portraits of 14 of the principal persons present are given
The work is beautifully bound in cloth
Price 2s, or 2s 3d post free, from all
booksellers
London : Office of “ The St’iRM'UAi. Review,” 26, Osnaburgh St, London, N W

The Mysteries of Mediumship :
A Spirit In terv iew ed .
R e p r in te d f r o m

‘L i g h t b e i n g a f u l l a c c o u n t o f A N I N T E R V I E W

W IT H

T I E N S 1 E N T I E,
T h e c h ie f C o n tr o l o f th e w e ll- k n o w n M e d iu m , J . J . M O R S E .

In which is also included a sketch of the life, career, and work
of Mr. Morse, and an interview with the “ Strolling Player,” with
other matters of interest.
Illustrated with the Portraits of Tien Sien Tie and J. J. Morse,
printed in Colour. Containing, in addition to the above, as an
appendix, a Lecture by Tien Sien Tie descriptive of his Experi
ences on Earth and in Spirit Life ; now published in England for
the first time. Price Threepence. Post free for Fourpence.

W orks by P. B. Randolph.
E u li s : T h e T h ir d R e v e la tio n o f S o u l a n d S e x

A work containing many
secret ana inner doctrines of the Rosicrucians. In it and by it both man and woman have not
merely the road to enormous power, mental and individual, but the grand energy of effecting
wished-for change in others, prolongation of life, and rendering existence a road to perpetual
joy. 10s. 6d.

L o v e , W o m a n , M a r r ia g e .
The M ystery of Mysteries,

A work devoted to the study of M agnetic A ttraction

ios. 6d.

S e e r s h ip , G u id e to S o u l S ig h t.
and culture, with rules for its attainment.

Clairvoyance, or Somnambulic Vision, its art
9s.

A f t e r D e a t h : o r D is e m b o d im e n t o f M a n .
S o u l W o r l d , The Homes of the Dead.
ios. 6d.
P r e -A d a m i t e M a n .
years ago.

s.9

ios. 6d.

Showing the Existence of H uman Race upon this earth 100,000

T he
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S o m e o f D p . P e e b le s ’ B o o k s .
T H R E E JOURNEYS AROUND T H E WORLD.
A large octavo volume, 500 pages, illustrated, describing the Pacific Islands,
Australia, India and her magic. Egypt and her Pyramids, Palestine, with the
religious faiths, customs, and laws of foreign countries. Price 6/6 Pos .age 56

IMMORTALITY.
And the occupations of spirits, good and evil, in the spirit world. What they
say through trance-mediums about their dwelling places, their social relations,
infants, idiots, suicides. Price 4/6. Postage 5d.

THE

CH RIST QUESTION SETTLED.

A symposium about Jesus Christ, by Rabbi Wise, Hudson Tuttle, Col. Ingersoll,
Prof. J. B. Buchanan, J. S. Loveland, and Dr. Peebles.
A volume of 400 pages,
treating also of Mahomet and the Gnostics. What the Talmud says about Jesus,
and what the spirits say concerning him through Colville, Morse, A’rs. Everett of
London, Mrs. Richmond, and others. Price 5/6 Postage 5d

SEERS OF T H E AGES.
This large volume of 400 pages (ninth edition) treats exhaustively of the seers,
sages, prophets and inspired men of the past, and their visions, trances and converse
with spirit-world. This is considered a standard work, treating ol God, heaven,
hell, faith, repentance, prayer, baptism, judgment, and demoniac spirits. Price 5/Postage 5d.

DEATH

DEFEATED OR T H E PSYCHIC SECRET
OF HOW TO K E E P YOUNG.

This volume, just from the press, treats of foods, drinks, laws of health, animal
flesh eating, conception, gestation, marriage, heredity, sterpiculture. the habits of
Herodotus, Idosiod Homer, Shelley, Graham, the psychic secret of how to keep
young, &c., &c. Price 4/6. Postage 46.
For sale or for order, Vaccination a Curse and a Menace to Personal Liberty j a
large and hansome volume of 326 pages strongly bound in cloth which embodies
the latest facts aud opinions on the subject upon which it treatsJ with copious
references to all available works bearing on the topic discussed. The latest of Dr.
Peebles work. Prices/- Postage 6d.
At the office of the Spiritual Review, 26, Osnaburgh Street, London, N.W.

Modern Spiritualism :
I t s RELIGIOUS VALUE

and

ETH ICA L IMPORTANCE

(t r a n c e a d d r e s s )

Bv J.

J.

MORSE.

Contents : The Influence of Religion. Grade in Religion. The
limitations of Spiritual Development. Three things Spiritualists
accept. “ Dead” people never were dead. What do the ‘dead’
say ? The Ethical value of Spiritualism
A Valuable Missionary Tract. P r ic e I d. P ost Tree 1 )-d .

T h e S p ir it u a l
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The Spiritualists’ National Federation.
P r e s id e n t

of

C o n f e r e n c e , 1901:—

J. V e n a b l e s , E s q ., Hydesville, Foden Road, Walsall.
THE

N A T IO N A L

FUND

OF

BENEVOLENCE.

T h e above Fund is under the entire management of the National Federation,
the Representative Organisation of British Spiritualists.
The purpose of the Fund is to afford temporary assistance in cases of need,
grants in aid in urgent cases of distress, and as far as means admit, permanent
allowances to deserving cases of disabled workers, or Spiritualists in reduced
circumstances.
Funds are urgently required to maintain the good work being done, as well
as to increase the means for extending the valuable assistance rendered.
Regular contributions, monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or annual, are
specially solicited. The account is a department of the National Federation
Accounts, and is duly audited each year by the auditors of the Federation.
All remittances to be sent, and made payable to the Honorary Financial
Secretary, as under. Help is urgently needed.
J. J. M o r s e , Hon. Fin. Sec.
26, Osnaburgh Street, Euston Road, London, N W.

The Britten Memorial Institution.
[ in c o r p o r a t e d u n d e r t r u s t d e e d s 1899.]
T ru stees :
C o u n c il l o r S. B uttery v o rth , Blackpool
j. B u r c h e l l , E sq .. Bradford, Yorks.
S. S. C hi s w e l l , E sq ., Liverpool.
J. V e n a b l e s , E sq., Walsall.
J. J. M o r s e , E sq ., London.
H o n . T r e a s u r e r : J. V e n a b l e s , E sq ., Hydesville,

Foden Road, Walsall.
H o n . S e c r e t a r y : A. W. O r r , E sq ., 15, Moorland Road,
1)idsbury,

Manchester.

T h e objects of the Trust are to establish a memorial to the life
and Yvork of Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten, in the form of a National
Institution, to be the permanent Headquarters of British Spiritualism.
The Institution to embrace a National Lending Library, Reading
Rooms, Lecture Hall, Publishing Depot, and the permanent offices of
the National Organisations.
Funds are earnestly solicited, so that a speedy commencement
can be made with so desirable a project.
Donations, large or small, can be remitted to the Honorary
Treasurer, or Honorary Secretary, at their addresses, as given above.
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T

S p ir it u a l R ev iew .

he

€t»crp intclltacnt Spiritualist and
Inquirer should read .

LIGHT:

A W eek ly Jou rnal of Psychical, O ccult, an d
M ystical R esearch.
‘ L i g h t ’ proclaims a belief in the existence and life of the spirit apart from, an< independent
of, the material organism, and in the reality and value of intelligent intercourse between spirits
embodied and spirits disembodied. This position it firmly and consistently maintains. Beyond
this it has no creed, and its columns are open to a full and free discussion—conducted in a spirit of
honest, courteous, and reverent inquiry—its only aim being, in the words of its motto, ‘ L ig h t!
More Light !
To the educated thinker who concerns himself with questions of an occult character, ‘ L ig h t ’
affords a special vehicle of information and discussion. I t is the acknowledged representative of
cultivated and intelligent Spiritualism throughout the world, everywhere quoted and referred to as
such. The Editor has the co-operation of the best writers in this country and abroad, whose
opinions are worthy of permanent record, whose experience and knowledge are of the highest value,
and who have no other vehicle for their publications than ‘ L igh t.*
This gives the Journal a
unique position and a singular value.
M p . WT T. S te a d , the Editor of ‘ The Review of Reviews,’ writing in B orderland,’
spoke of ‘ L ig h t’ as ‘ the best, far and away the best of all the papers devoted to psychic subjects
in the English language.’
T h e R e v . H . R. H a w e is , in a sermon on ‘The Tendencies of Modern Spiritualism ,’
described ‘ L ig h t’ as ‘ one of the most cultured, high toned and sensible of all the publications ’
devoted to the subject.

P ric e 2d . ; o r, 10s. lOd. p e r a n n u m , P o s t fr e e ,
All orders for the Paper and for Advertisements, and all remittances, should be addressed to
“ The M anager” ; all communications intended to be printed should be addressed to 'The Editor.’’
O ffice;

110, S r .

M A R T I N ’S

LANE,

CHARING

CR OS S , W.C.

‘ L i g h t ’ is sold by ail Booksellers.
The Trade supplied by E. W. A L L E N , 4, Ave Marie Lane, E.C,

THE TWO WORLDS.
T he

POPULAR PENNY PAPER f o r SPIRITUALISTS
INTO SPIRITUALISM.
E d it e d

by

18, C O R P O R A T I O N

W il l

INQUIRERS

and

P h il l ip s .

STREET,

MANCHESTER

Its weekly Issues are full of information on Spiritualism and kindred Subject-. ; it also gives
a Full Resume of the Events of the week in the English Spiritualistic world.
All who wish to know more on the Subject of Spirit R eturn and its kindred phenomena, should
obtain the TW O W ORLDS regularly.

A leading feature, of great service to Inguirers, is The Answers to Questio s Column.
Up-to-date Leading Articles. Stories by Good Authors. Articles by First-class and well-known
Contributors.
Interesting Correspondence Columns. A Special Women’s < olumn. Notes
of Interesting Events by “ The Optimist,” and Reports.
Its pages teem with Information and Helpful Enlightening Reading M atter.
E very

Friday.

P riC e

1d .

A nnual

S ubscription.

A trial Subscription of 2/6 will ensure delivery of the Paper for 24 w eels,

6

8

Post

f r e e

,

N ational, C o u n ty an d Special O rganisations.
N ational .

T h e S p i r i t u a li s t s ’ N a t io n a l F e d e r a t i o n : Secretary, Mr. \V. H arrison 42
H ilary Street, Burnley.

T h e B r it is h S p i r i t u a li s t s ’ L y c e u m U n io n : Secretary, Mr. A. Kitson, Brom
ley Road, H anging H eaton, Dewsbury.

C ounty.

T h e Y o r k s h i r e U n io n : Secretary, Mr. J. W hitehead, 48, Grafton St., Bradford, Yorks
S pecial .

T h e L o n d o n S p i r i t u a li s t A l li a n c e : Secretary, Mr. E. W. W allis, n o , St
M artin’s Lane, London. W.C.

T h e U n io n o f L o n d o n S p i r i t u a li s t s : Secretary, Mr. D. J . Davis, 4, Fife Road.
Canning Town, E.

T h e J u n io r S p i r i t u a li s t C lu b : Secretary, Miss Florence Morse, 26, Osnaburgh
Street, London, N.W .

T h e M a n c h e s t e r S p ir it u a lis t A l li a n c e :

Secretary, Mr. J. Rocke, 47, W es

Clowes Street, Salford, Manchester.

Spiritualist a n d O th e r Periodicals.
E nglish .

L i g h t : Weekly. A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and M ystical Research. 2d. See advt.
T h e T w o "W o r ld s : Weekly, id See advertisement
T h e L y c e u m B a n n e r : Monthly. The only paper devoted to Lyceum Work, and the
children of Spiritualists.

One penny, post free iid .

26, O snaburgh Street, London, N.W .
London : Williams and N orgate,

T h e C o m in g D a y : Edited by Rev. J. Page Hopps.
H enrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.

P s y c h e : M onthly id . See advertisement
T h e H u m a n i t a r ia n : Monthly. Edited bv Mrs. Victoria Woodhull M artin.

A splendid
Magazine, full of progressive thought. 6d. 6s. od. per year. London : 2, W hite H a rt St., E.C .
C olonial.
T h e H a r b i n g e r o f L i g h t : Monthly. Edited by W. H. Terry. Post free, 7s. per
annum. Austral Buildings, Collins Street East, Melbourne, Australia.
T h e M e s s e n g e r : Monthly, 108, Blyth Street, Brunswick, Melbourne, Australia. 4s. p er
year.
A merican . _
T h e B a n n e r O f L i g h t : Weeklj-. See advertisement
T h e R e lig io -P h ilo s o p h ie a l J o u r n a l: W eekly; 6s. 6d. per annum. San Francisco
T h e P r o g r e s s i v e T h i n k e r : Weekly. Edited b y j . R. Francis. 6s. 6d. per annum
Chicago, U.S.
T h e L ig h t Of T r u th : Weekly. Edited by W illard J. Hull. 8s. 6d. per annum.
Columbus, O., U.S.
T h e T e m p le o f H e a lt h : Battle Creek, Mich., U.S. E dited by Dr. J. M. Peebles.
Monthly ; is. 6d. per year.

S u b s c r ip t io n s f o r th e a b o v e r e c e iv e d b y th e P u b lis h e r
o f th e S P IR IT U A L R E V I E W .

E v e r y S p i r i t u a li s t a n d in q u ir e r s h o u ld r e a d

PSYCHE:
The P opular Psychological Monthly, Edited by JO HN KINSMAN,

Special articles on Mediumship ; Practical Occultism,
etc., etc. Notes on Society work. Literary guide.
Single Copies

id.,

Published by

Post Free, ijd.

Mr.

M.

Clegg,

Yearly Subscription,

is.

6d.

Post Free.

29, Ramsay Road, Forest Gate, London, E

M rs. J. J. M orse’s H O T E L
[ O r ig in a l l y

E s t a b l is h e d

FLORENCE!

1883,]

HOUSE,

2 6 , Gsnaburgh St., 8 us ton Sload, JJondon Dt.Td.

A Home

from

Home.

L e t t e r s a n d T e le g r a m s p r o m p tly a tt e n d e d to .
F u ll T a r if f s e n t p o s t fr e e .
T h e o n ly S p i r i t u a li s t ’ s H o te l
in L o n d o n .
T e le g r a m s
J u n ip e r ite , L o n d o n .”

™ BANNER OF LIGHT
The oldest Journal in the World devoted ti the
SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.
Issued WEEKLY at Boston, Mass., U.S.A. by the. “ Banner
of L ight” Publishing Company, Publishers and Proprietors.
E ditor ... HARRISON D. BARRETT.
Aided by a large corps of able writers.

T h e B anner is a First-class Family Newspaper of Eight Pages,

containing 40 Columns of Interesting and Instructive Reading
T e r m s o f S u b s c r ip tio n .-----In A d v a n c e :

Per Year, 10/6; Six Months, 5/6. Postage free. Subscriptions
discontinued at the expiration of the time paid for.
Specimen
copies of no particular date sent Free for One Penny Stamp.
SPECIAL NOTICE.—-The “ Banner of Light” Publishing Co.
are the largest Publishers in the world of Spiritual, Progressive
and Reformatory Books.
Their European Agent is J . J. M o r s e , 26, Osnaburgh Street London, N.W .,
W ho will supply all their works postage free, and who receives subscriptions for the
“ Banner of Light,” as above.

“ PLANCHETTE.’
INVALUABLE

FOR

M oves

DEVELOPING WRITING

E a s i ly .

W r ite s

MEDIUMS.

R a p id ly .

Science is unable to explain the mysterious performances and ii lelligent answers to
questions asked either aloud or mentally. Those unacquainted with it vould be astonished
a t some of the results th at have been attained through its agency, ai d no domestic circle
should be without one. All investigators who desire practice in writin g nediumship should
avail themselves of these Planchettes. They are complete with box, ; e icil, and directions
for use. Polished mahoganv board, with, ivory and brass mounts.

P r ic e 3 s . 9 d ., p o s t f r e e , fo r e ig n p o s t a g e ex tra ..

London : The Progressive Literature Agency, 26, Osnal argh-street, N.W.
Printed by W a d s w o r t h & Co., Church Street, Keighley, Yorks.

