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British National Association of Spiritualists.
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3*, G r e a t  R u s s e l l  S t r e k î , B l o o m s b u r y » W .C . 
(Kntranoo in W oburn Street.)

P resid en t ALEXANDER CALDER, Esq.

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting 
Spiritualists of every variety of opinion in an organised body, 
with a view of promoting the investigation of the facts of 
Spiritualism, and of aiding students and enquirers in their 
researches by providing them with the best means of investiga
tion.

The Association possesses a Library, which now contains a 
large collection of the best works on Spiritualism and tavnlt 
subjects, and a Reading Room, where Spiritualist and other 
newspapers and periodicals from all parts of the world are 
regularly supplied.

The Secretary is in attendance to receive visitors, and answer 
enquiries, every day. Saturdays, from 11 a.in. to 4 p m .; other
days, from 2 p.m. to 0 p.m. 
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Séances, to which a limited numl>or of enquirers 
are admitted free of cost, are held under strict test conditions.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter 
months. Admission free to Members ami Subscribers, who can 
introduce one '>r more friends to each meeting.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP.
Country members, with privilege of voting for inomliers 

of Council, and of receiving the reports of the 
Association ... ... ... ...

Town members, do., do.
Members, with use of readin r-rooms and library, and 

the right of purchasing tickets forth« Séances and 
taking out one volume from the lending library

Family tickets, with all privileges ... ... ... J g u
Town members to lie understood as those residing within the 

metropolitan postal district.
Suitable rooms may Is- hired on moderate terms for Séances, 

A c., and also for committee or other meetings.
Light refreshments are provided at moderate charges.
All communications anu enquiries should bo addressed to the 

Resident Secretary, Miss C. A. B u k k e , :W, Great Uussell-stroet, 
W.C., and Post Office Orders made payable to her at the Great 
Knssell Street Post Office.

Prospectuses of the National Association can also be procured 
from the several allied Societies.

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER, 1380.
Moxpat» 6th .—Discussion Meeting at 8 p.m. Subject: "Social 

Harmony,” by Mr. A. ('altlcr.
T c esd a t , 14th.—Finance Committee Meeting at G p.m. Council 

M eeting  at 6.30 p.m.
M o n d â t , 20th.—Discu-sion Meeting at 8  p m. Subject: “ Mis

takes of Spiritualists v. Investigators,” Mr. 
Morell Theobald.

Christmas Closiho. The Booms of the B.X.A.S. will K> 
close l on Tlinntday evening. December 2 Ith, and will re-open 
ou Monday, January 3rd, ISM.

C. A. BURKE, S e c r t t a r t j .

GLASGOW ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
R oom s : - i e 4 ,  TRONGATK.

President: Mr.. J ames W alker . Hon. Sec.: Mr. John McG. 
Mus eo , 31, Daisy Street, Go vanitili, Glasgow.

Me tings aro held every Sunday at 11.30 a m., and at 6.30 p.m. 
Terms for Membership, is. per (Jnarter, with use of Library.

Particulars of Weekly Seances can be hail on application to the 
Secretary.

JDigltt :
A New Weekly Journal for Spiritualists.

Read Advertisement of Prospect««, 
onci».

and order at

MR. J.
All

22, GORDON

WILLIAM FLETCHER
Letters to lie Addressed to
STREET, GORDON SQUARE,
L O N D O N , II". O,

s,
MR. WM. G. HAXBY,

S A N D  A L L  H O A D .  C A M D E N  1 W A D .  N . II'

M R S. C. H O W E L L ,
C U R A T I V E  M E S M E R I S T ,

BATOUM GARDENS, WEST KENSINGTON PARK, W. 
N ear Uxhr'uhjc Road Station.

2 2!
MR. J. J. MORSE,

TRANCE SPEAKER,
Palatine Road, Stoke Newington, 

London, N.

MISS (Î0 DVRKY,
lifts 1U3MOVKD to

C u ra tiv e  M esm e ris t am i R u b b e r , 
to  M, George Street, Easton Itoad, where 

Hie sees patien ts by appointm ent only. Ladies suffering from 
weakness» misplacement, or prolapsus, speedily cured w ithout 
medicine. Term s lhodevate.

M e  D I C  A L M E S M E R I S M.—PROFESSOR  
ADOLPHE DIDIER attends Patients, and may bo con

sulted daily from 2 till 5, at his residence, 10 , Berkeley Gardens 
Ciuiipdeu Hill, Kensington, W.

\ \ T A N ! KD, A Junior CLERK, of about 15 years of
f  f  age, f. r afternoon employment in a Metropolitan 

Spiritualist Association. Hours from 2 to G p.m. (Sundays ex- 
t-opted); Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m. A resident of the W.C. district 
preferred. Apply by letter to A. Y. Z., tare of Mr. Cooker, 71, 
Ralston Lane, London, K.

P H O S P H O R U S  NERVE ami DRAIN FOOD *„
I Essential Kit ment of Energy, Thought, and M em ory it- 

action on DISEASED HEART, in (X)NSl’MPTION, and in all

„ .• R Mt*ÏÂ-v

DECBKSCENT YITALITY. A Paper post free fort wo tamp-. 
Address, "Editor of A’« rth -l.ife ,"  II, A h laide-road, London, N.W.
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H O R R O R  I !

Of Toothache and Extraction Avoided
By JASPER'S

Z  O  M  O  S !
(REGISTERED.)

I N S T A N T  C U R E ,  S T O P S  D E C A Y .

Of all Chemists: or post free 11 stamps, from 8, 
Palmerston-road. London, N.W. Wholesale, X) and 5H, 
Charles-street, Hatton-garden, E.C.

No sufferer from Toothache should he without it.

ADSHEAD’S DERBY CEMENT,
For repairin'? Ola*.«, China, Parian Marhlo, Papier Macho, 
Leather Ornament*. Cue Tips, Fancy Cabinet Work, ami for 

Sotting Precioua Stones.
The Derby Cement i** the best evor offerod to tho public for 

repairing Moorschaura Pipes. Tho *tronge*t ami quickest setting 
Coment in tho world, beautifully transparent, ami clotiuH 
separation.

In Battles at &l. ami Is. each. A sample Ilottlo sent to any 
sddro's on receipt of 12  stamps.

ADSIIEA D’S SILVER SOAP,
For Cleaning Gold, Silver and Kloetro-PlatO.

A splendid preparation. A single trial will unquestionably 
secure for it  precedence over overy other article of the kind 
In use.

In Tablets, 3d. and fid. each.
PREPARED ONLY BY

w. P . A D S H E A I ) ,  MANUFACTURING CHEMIST\ 
H E L P E R .

LONDON WAREHOUSE. 1 and 2, AUSTRALIAN 
AVENUE, JKWIN CRESCENT, ALDEKSGATE 
STREET, E.C.

R eg istered .

T H E  U N I T E D  S U I T
From its Utility, Comfort, and Appearance should Ue 
Worn by all, and no gentleman should leave London with

out calling on
MR. JAMES MA.LTBY,

THE INVENTOR,
8, HANOVER PLACE, REGENT’S PARK,

Three minutes’ walk from Baker-street Station.

D R . B L U N T ’S E L E C T R O -M A G N E T IC  N E R v i  
P IL L S .

Every sensitive, and all persons of delicate health  and weakened 
nerves, should take DK. BLU ET 'S KLRCTllO-MAGNKTIC 
NKItVE PIL L S . As a  pure n e r r o  f u n i c  the.-«' Fill-» cannot be 
surpassed. They correct morbid sensibility, quicken and cm-rgbo 
nerve force, arouse m ental ami physical activity, and u  -nseitate 
the exhausted resource* of the  “ Vis Naturu?.”

Price 2s. Ikl. and -ts. fid. per box, pout J'rec, from J. II. BLU X1 
and SDN'S, Hi, Drapery, Northaiupten,

PRINTING.
GOOD QUALITY AT FAIR PRICES.

Circular«, TIckots, Pamphlets, Periodical , Boole«, Ac., Ar. 
EKtiwatch ylvln.

Apply—
E. DA W SO N ROGERS,

NATIONAL PRESS AGENCY, LIMITED,
13, Whltefriors Streot, London, K.C.

E sta b lish ed  1840.

EDWARD LAYTON,
P I A N O T O R  T  E M A N U  F  A  C T  U IN E E .

SHOW ROOMS :—

jog, Upper Street, Islington, London.

. •" iJ■''■ ,ViJ

PIANOFORTES LENT on Hire 
for TUI!KM YEARS, from Two and. 
Half Guineas per Quarter, to 1«. 
oome tho property of the Hirer at 
the ('lid of that term. Also a gi;at. 
variety of Now and Second-hand 
Instruments always in stuck, at all 
prices.

Pianos Tuned. Repaired, and Regu
lated in a superior manner, in Town 
or Country, by Yearly Contract or 
otherwise.

IN ST R U M E N T S T A K E N  
IN  E X C H A N G E .

Further particulars, and specimen 
instruments to ho seen a t the Show- 
Rooms, ::<)!», Upper Street. Islington. 
London, N .; .Madame Gurry’» Mu-ieal 
Repository, 71, Dalslon Lane. London, 
E .: and T. Rlyton. .VI, Sigdon Road. 
I )al»ton Lane, Hackney Downs, 
London, E,

SPECIALITIES—lin t  .1 '»rlmantliìji and l'vuCt*h, Uraliani Tunc ar.tl Eamj Tauch, Moderati Prìcrr,
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liis Company is established with power? which will 
ile it, by means of Public Journals or in any other

THE

EC LEG T IO  PU B LIS H IN G  C O M P A N Y ,
L IM IT E D .

Incorporated under the Companies Ads, 1SG2 to 18S0.
CAPITAL, £ 2 ,0 0 0 ,  in 2 ,0 0 0  Shares o f £ 1  each.

(WITH POWKIt TO INCREASE.)
Payable a* follows : Five Shillings on Application : 

Five Shillings on Allotment: the Balance as required 
at intervals of not less than Three Months. No Call 
to exceed Two-and-sixp?nce per Share. Twenty-eight 
days’ notice to be given of each Call.
F irst Issu e  o f One  T h o u sa n d  S h a res , of w hich  E ig h t  

H un dred  are already app lied  for.
DIRECTORS.

Alexander Cai.df.r. 1, TIeroforil Square, South Kensington.S.W. 
Rev. AV. Stainton-Moses, M.A., 21, Birchingtou Road, Kilburn, 

N.W.
S. Tkmpleman S t e e r , M.D.. Douglas lions?, 13, Alexandra 

Road, South Hump stead. N.W .
F. W. Pebotal, M.A., Barrister-at-Law, 15, Conduit Street, 

Bond Street, W.
Desmond O. Fitk-Gbrald, M.S. Ti l. E., 6 , Akorman Itiail, 

Brtxton, 8 .W.
W . P. A dshead, Dorhy House, Belper 
J am es Bowman, fio, Aamaioo-strcet. Glasgow.

BANKERS:
L ondon and  Cocntt B an k in '. Com d in t , L im ited , R ichmond, 

L oxdon .
AUDITOR:

Moufll Theobald, fig, Gronvillo Park, Blackbcath, S.E. 
SECRETARY:

E dward T. B ennett, The Mansion, Richmoiul, London. 
T E M P O R A R Y  OFFICES:

13, VTiiit efr iar s  Str ee t , F leet  Str eet, L ondon, E.C. 

PROSPECTUS.
This 

enable
w ay, to  advocate  th e  c la im s o f an y  cause or su b ject Con
nected  w ith  the public  fo o d , w hich  it  m ay  deem  to  be  
insuffic ien tly  represented bj’ agencies a lready  ex i-tin g .

Til tlie various branches of Science, or Knowledge, nr 
fleneral Literature, or Experimental Research, which it 
may take up, it will assume a high-toned and thoroughly 
impartial position, and aim to be a first-class medium of 
information to investigators.

The control over the general questions to be considered 
from time to time, will rest with the general body of 
members.

A spirit of earnest enquiry into almost every depart
ment of human knowledge is more widely diffused among 
the masses Of the people than ha* ever before been^tlio 
case in this country, especially in relation to various 
questions which might be named, which are, compara
tively speaking, neglected by the leading literary and 
scientific minds. Efficient means of supplying this 
growing demand ore urgently needed and it is believed 
that a wide field is open in this direction-

It is also believed that a very moderate investment of 
Capital in the manner which will be proposed, will not 
only be attended with most advantageous results in 
regard to the objects aimed at, but will afford a good 
pecuniary return to the Shareholders.

The Im m ediate O bject w ill be th e  starting  and  
pustalnir.g o f  a  W eek ly  Journal, to  b e  en titled  
"L IG H T ’’ ; d evoted  prim arily  to  th e  co llectin g  
and recording o f th e  fa c ts  and ph enom ena o f  
.Spiritualism  and th e  exposition  o f  th e  P hilosophy  
ot Life and  Mind ; and secondarily  to  th e  d is 
cu ss io n  o f  su ch  allied  top ics a s  are n o w  occu py ing  
th e  a tten tion  of m en o f  ad van ced  thou ght.

The Directors arc gratified with the pr«mise»of support 
which have already been given them, and are prepared to 
receive applications for the few remaining Shares of the 
first issue.

No contracts have hitherto been entered into by or on 
liehalf of the Company.

The Memorandum and Articles of Association may be 
seen and copies obtained at the Offices of the Company.

Forms of Application for Shares may be obtained from 
Mr. E. T. Bennett. The Mansion, Richmond, London. 

December, 1880.

L I G H T :
A J o urnal D evoted  to th e  H ighest I nterests of 

H umanity both H ere a n d  H ereafter .

Will bo published on January 8th, 1881,
BY THE

Eclectic Publishing Company, Limited,
The F irst N umber of a N ew W eekly J ournal 

under the above Title.

There is a large class of people who believe in a world 
which they call “ the present,” and who assert that 
no knowledge of any other is attainable.

There is another large class of people who believe also 
in a world they call “ tho next,” and who also assert that 
no other knowledge of it is attainable than that which lias 
been banded down to them.

There is yet another class of people—usually known as 
“ Spiritualists ” who believe in the existence of facts and 
phenomena, accessible to those who will seek for them, 
demonstrating the existence of another world than the 
present, and who believe that, on the basis of those facts, 
a science and a philosophy may be built up furnishing a 
key to the problems of Life and Mind, and uniting both 
these worlds in one harmonious whole.

A pressing necessity exists for the establishment of a 
high-toned and impartial Weoklv Journal, devoted 
primarily to the collecting and recording of these facts and 
to the exposition of this philosophy, and, secondarily, to 
the fair discussion of such other allied topics as are now 
occupying the attention of men of advanced thought.

T h ese  subjects have n o t y e t  found a  rep resen tative in  
th e  P ress of th a t literary  exce llen ce  w hich  th eir  rapid  
grow th am ong th o m ost in te llig en t c lasses of th o com 
m u n ity  im p eratively  dem ands. “ L ight” w illa im a t  su p p ly 
in g  th is  defect.

For the Editorial Department of the new Journal, and 
for the supply of original matter, the assistance of ex
perienced journalists and of many of the ablest writers 
connected with Spiritualism has been seemed. In tho 
Intelligence Department tho news will be full and 
complete. In both departments special care will bo taken 
that the paper shall be conducted on the strictest 
principles of an honourable impartiality, recognising 
heartily as co-workers all who are striving to demon
strate the reality and importance oi tho truths to which 
it is devoted, and all who are endeavouring, in anyway, 
to further the highest interests of Humanity here and 
hereafter.

LIGHT
Will he published weekly, on Saturdays, commencing on 
January 8th, 18S1, and will consist of Twelve Pages, 
fo. f’cp., good paper and clear type.

PRICE TWOPENCE.

TERMS TO SUBSCRIBERS:
For copies sent direct from the Office.

POST FREE.
One Copy (paid in advance) - - 10?. lOd. per annum.
Six Copies (paid in advance) - - f ” l;L. per annum.

Special Terms for Larger Numbers.
The Trade supplied by E. W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Maria 

Lane, E.C.

TO ADVERTISERS.
" L ight" will be an attractive and valuable Advertising 

Medium.
CvT For Term?, Apply to General Manager,

. Offico of “ L ight,”
Iff, W hitefriabs Street, F leet Street, London, E.C.
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IJroccciring.s o f  ¿Societies.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

The Council met on Tuesday, the 9 th ult. r 
Alexander Calder, Esq., in the chair. The other 
members present w ere : Mr. M. Theobald, 
Mrs. Fitz-Gerald. Mr. I). F itzG erald, Mrs.
1). Fitz-Gerald, Major-General Maclean, Colonel 
Evans, Miss Withall, Mr. H. Withali, Signor 
ltondi, Mr. C. Reimers, Mr. C. I’oarco, Mr. W. H. 
Coffin, Mr. F. Podmore, Miss Houghton, Mr. E. T. 
Bennett, Dr. Speer, Dr. Wyld, Rev. \V. Stainton 
Closes, Mr. 0 . Pearson,and Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, 

Two resignations of membership wuro accepted, 
being those of Mrs. Elliott, and Mrs. Carshoro. 
Mr*. Carshore’s resignation was contained in a 
letter, in which she complained that her son (Mr. 
von Buell) and Sir Geo. Sitwell had been refused 
by the Council further trials with Mrs. Corner,and 
that, notwithstanding this, Mr. Stainton Moses had 
been reported as having said that they had never 
been so refused. Mrs. Carshoro further complained 
that a letter addressed by her son to Mr. Dawson 
Rogers as to subsequent seances with Mrs. Corner 
had not been answered ; and that, with regard to 
fraudulent mediums, she, therefore, concluded that 
fairness and the real advancement of tru th  were not 
to be met with at the B. N.A.S.

A similar letter was also received from Mr. 
von Buch and Sir George Sitwell.

Mr. Stainton Moses said that Mrs. Carshoro and 
Mr. von Buch were labouring under an error. At 
a previous meeting a letter had been read convoying 
the impression that, in consequenco of what had 
taken placo, the Council had refused Sir G. Sitwell 
and Mr. von Buch all opportunity of further in
vestigation ; had, in fact, warned thorn oil' their 
premises. What the Council had declined, was the 
suggestion that Mrs. Corner should bo asked by 
the Council to give test seances totheso gontlemon. 
In the opinion of the majority of the Council, it 
was extremely unlikely that anv good result would 
have been obtained in Mrs. Corner's then state ; 
and the blamo of failure would have lain at the 
doors of the Council. On those grounds ho 
opposed the application ; but was very far from 
desiring to exclude these gentlemen from any other 
opportunities for investigation on grounds of vin
dictiveness or anger such as were, to his mind, 
implied in the letter which originated this mis
understanding.

Mr. Dawson Rogers said Mrs. Carshoro was also 
in error in stating that a letter addressed to him by 
M r. von Buch hsd remained unanswered, lie had 
received no letter from Mr. veil Buch to which ho 
had not replied.

Mr. Fitz-Gerald thought that the letters which 
had been read should receive a proper reply, that 
all misconception might, if possible, be removed ; 
and it was accordingly resolved that Mr. Fitz
Gerald bo requested to assist the Secretary in the 
preparation of the necessary answer.

'I hi- following were elected members of the 
Association :—Mrs. Strawbridgo, Mr. ,1. I1'.
Haskins, Mr. Ernest B. Florence, Mr. F. Wood,

Mr. W. Kirby, and Miss M attie Houghton. The 
Secretary also stated that two persons had become 
library subscribers, but they did not wish their 
names to be made public.

The President stated that he had just received a 
letter in which charges wore made against a medium, 
but as the person to whom the charges referred was 
not a member of the Association, ho thought it 
would be neither wise nor safe to make the charges 
public.

Dr. Wyld then brought forward suggestions for 
meeting the financial difficulties of the Association. 
He said that ho introduced them with pleasure, 
because he hoped that they would bo of real 
service, and lie disavowed ail personal motives, 
having simply the good of the Association at heart. 
Ho and many other members thought that Miss 
Burke was a very useful and efficient secretary, and 
that to lose her services would be a very serious 
blow to tho Association, so that economy must be 
exercised in another direction. His first proposal 
was that they should put up a big bill in the 
windows offering tho upper part of tho building to 
let, and lie thought that the rooms would thus bo 
let very easily. Then again, he understood that 
about £'40 a-year was spent in advertisements and 
reports in ¡Spiritual N otes. N o doubt they 
would like to support S piritual N otes if they 
could, but tho amount was quite disproportionate 
to their means, and ho would propose that tho 
sum so spout should bo limited to .£‘20 a-year. 
Tlieir housekeeping expenses he believed wore 
£¡18 a-year, but he thought tha t they could find 
a man and his wife who for £10 a-year would take 
charge of the house, for tho uho of tho kitchen and 
attics, with coal and gas. If these proposals were 
all adopted ho reckoned that they would save from 
£ 8 0  to £ 8 5  a-year. lie believed, too, that it would 
bo possible to get two good rooms in tho same 
neighbourhood, with attendance and gas, for £100 
a-year, which would be a saving of £20 a-year in 
rent, and £88 a year in housekeeping, but still ho 
would not recommonda removal from their prosent 
promises if it could bo avoided.

Mr. Podmore said ho would second Dr. W yld’s 
proposals.

Dr. Spoor : But is it worth while to imperil the 
existence of so valuable a paper as Spiritual 
N otes '■<

Dr. Wyld : I think we have nothing to do with 
tho financial position of any party but ourselves.

Mr. E. T. B onnott: Thoro is one point which 
should not pass unnoticed. I t is incorrect to say 
that tho £.'!<> a-yoar—not £ 4 0  as has been stated — 
which wo pay to S piritual Notes is paid for 
reports and advertisements only, seeing that the 
amount includes also about .">00 copies of the paper 
for distribution amongst tho members——

Miss Houghton : And is tho only link between us 
ami many of our country subscribers.

Mr. Stainton Moses : And a link so important 
that I do not think tho Association would survive 
its severance. I t is absolutely essential to have an 
organ of the Association, and without it I should not 
care to remain a member, seeing that we should 
have no moans of getting the tru th  before the 
public.

Mr. Dawson Rogers said that of course he should 
take no part in tho decision of tho question now 
under consideration,but as it was no doubt an open
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secret that he was connected with Spiritual N otes 
lie might naturally be expected to say something on' 
the subject. All that he would say, however, was 
this—that Spiritual N otes was started and sus
tained with the main purpose of affording a medium 
for the correction of the misrepresentations which 
had so persistently been made against the Associa
tion. To this end he had given time, labour, and 
money with no other reward than that which came 
from the hope that he was rendering the Associa
tion an essential service. If the Council thought 
otherwise, of course there was an end of the 
matter.

Mr. Theobald said he had that day been convers
ing with an influential “  Professor,” who suggested 
tha t their greatest need was a good organ of the 
movement. With this he entirely agreed, and hence 
he should be extremely reluctant to do anything to 
injure Spiritual N otes, which had not only been 
valuable as a bond of union between the London 
Spiritualists and their friends throughout the 
country and tho world, but had also been the 
means of correcting the false impressions which had 
been so freely disseminated. I t had indeed been 
their only mouth-piece, and if they Bhut that up 
they might as well shut up the Association at 
once.

Mr. Fitz-Gerald thought Dr. Wyld could hardly 
have meant what he said, when he suggested that 
they had nothing to do with the financial position 
of any persons but themselves. Their primary 
object, as he understood, was to extend Spiritualism, 
and he had no hesitation in expressing his opinion 
tha t it would be as great a loss to Spiritualism if 
Spiritual N otes were stopped, as if tho Associa
tion itself were stopped. Dr. Wyld could not 
have meant what he said when ho suggested that 
they had notliing to do with the position of 
S piritual N otes. (Dr. Wyld : “ No, No '”) He 
thought it was quite as important to support 
S piritual N otes as it was to support tho Associa
tion itself.

Mr. Stainton Moses : For my part I  feel that
wo are so much interested in sustaining that 
excellent periodical as a means of communication 
between ourselves and the general body of mem
bers, that I shall resolutely resist any cutting down 
in that quarter.

The recommendation of the General Purposes 
Committee, presented at the previous meeting, 
was then put as the original motion—“ That the 
services of the Secretary should be dispensed with, 
and that the use of some of the rooms should bo 
offered to  a respectable man and his wife, in return 
for services five nights in the week.”

To this Dr. Wyld moved as an am endm ent: 
“ That a prominent bill be placed in the windows, 
offering to let such of the vacant rooms as can be 
spared ; the terms to be subject to  the approval 
of tho General Purposes Committee.”

This amendment was seconded by Signor Rondi, 
and agreed to without opposition.

Dr. Wyld then moved : “  That the General Pur- 
l>oscs Committee be instructed to endeavour to find 
an efficient party' who, in consideration of the use of 
kitchen and two attics, with gas and coal, and a 
payment of £10 or £12 a-ycar, wi'l take entire 
charge of the rooms.”

This was seconded by Mr. Podmore and carried 
without opposition.

Dr. Wyld : Mr. Dawson Rogers will, I  am sure, 
see that in moving my next resolution I  have no 
personal feeling against him. Indeed, I  have a very 
great admiration for the way in which Spiritual 
N otes is conducted, and have every reason to bo 
gratified by the very flattering manner in which 
it has always spoken of myself. I  see that 
I shall lose my motion, but 1 should like 
to take a division on it in the following form : 
“  That Spiritual N otes bo circulated as at present 
amongst the members, and paid f o r ; and that 
only such advertisements as are necessary be in
serted and paid for.”

Mr. Stainton Moses said he would move as an 
amendment that the arrangements as regarded 
Spiritual N otes remain intact. In  taking this 
course he wished it to be distinctly understood that 
he had no personal interest whatever in Spiritual 
N otes. He desired to work with all who strove 
to promote the good of Spiritualism. In  the success 
or otherwise of any of the Spiritual papers he had 
nothing to gain and nothing to lose. His solo 
desire was to help whatever tended to the 
benefit of Spiritualism at largo, and of this Associa
tion in particular ; but ho strongly thought that it 
was essential to the interests of the 15.N.A.S. that 
the Council should have an organ for their adver
tisements, for a fair and reasonable report of their 
proceedings, and for means of communication 
between themselves and their constituents at large. 
For these services to the Association he did not 
think tha t Spiritual N otes was unduly paid ; 
indeed, the same terms had been offered to another 
paper and rejected as unworthy of consideration. 
So far, therefore, from assenting to any course 
which would diminish tho payment to Spiritual 
N  otes ho hoped that some day they should have 
a weekly organ instead of a monthly one.

Mr. Fitz-Gerald seconded Mr. Stainton Moses’ 
amendment, which was then adopted by a large 
majority, only threo hands being held up for tho 
motion of Dr. Wyld.

The name of Mr. F. Podmore was, at the sug
gestion of Mr. Stainton Moses, added to the General 
Purposes Committee.

A letter wss read from Mr. Blyton, enclosing a 
resolution passed by the Council of tho Dalston 
Society’, suggesting to the 15.N.A.S. the de
sirability of adopting some practical measures for 
the promotion of a more united action among 
Spiritualists.

Mr. Stainton Moses said that if anything could 
be done in tho direction indicated lie should bo 
quite disposed to co-operate, but the proceedings 
at the Manchester Conference did not afford much 
promise of success at present.

The letter w»s then referred to the General 
Purposes Committee.

The Secretary reported the following presen
tations to tho library: — “ An Oriental Romance 
and other Poems,” by W . Kirby, presented by the 
author. Evans’ “ M ental C ure” and Mill’s 
“ Liberty, by Miss M. H oughton; “ Theosophy
and the Higher Life,” by G. W. ------, M .D .,
presented by the author.

The receipt of these books was directed to be 
acknowledged with thanks.
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RALSTON ASSOCIATION OF ENQUIRERS
INTO SPIRITUALISM .

SESSION OF COUNCIL.
At a meeting of the Council on October 31st hist, 

Mr. J . J . Morse, president, in the chair, corre
spondence was read from Mrs. C. llerry, Mr. A. T. 
T. Peterson, Miss C. A. Burke, H err Christian 
Iteimers, Rev. \V. Stainton-Moses, M .A., anti Mr. 
Francis G. Herne. Sundry presentations were re
ported and accepted with cordial thanks, from Mr. 
.1. .1. Morse, Mr. M. Pardo, Miss E. A. Hall, and 
Mr. A. E. Hunter. Mr. F. IT. Whitehead was 
proposed, and elected an ordinary member. 
The current cash accounts wore submitted and 
passed. 'J'ho proceedings in connection with the 
memorial to the Home Secretary were reported, 
and confirmed. A circular announcement in con
nection with the fortnightly Monday evening social 
and discussion meetings was submitted and 
approved. A special vote of thanks was unani
mously accorded to all those who contributed 
towards the proceedings of the tenth anniversary 
celebration. The lion. sec. was instructed to negotiate 
with Mr. A. R ita for attendance at the seance 
on the last Thursday evening in November. A tten
tion having been drawn to the recent .Manchester 
Conference, it was resolved:—“ That in accordance 
with tho general wish expressed at the Manchester 
Conference, on October 3 5 th.last, for a more united 
action amongst Spiritualists, this Association 
strongly urges upon tho attention of tho British 
National Association of Spiritualists the desira
bility of adopting some practical measures for 
bringing about such a rosult ; and suggests tha t a 
London committee be formed to act in conjunction 
with the committeo elected at tho Manchester 
Conference, for furthering tho object in viow.”
‘ ‘ That a copy of this r, solution be forwarded to the 
Secretaries of tho British National Association of 
Spiritualists, and of tho Manchester Committee.” 
Messrs. S. Williams and T. Blytonwero appointed 
as a committee, with power to add to their number, 
to arrange for a public religious Borvice with Mr.
J. .J. M ono on Sunday morning, November ‘2 8 th. 
A proposal for a quarterly social gathering, and 
formation of a choir, in connection with tho 
Association, was approved.

The Council met again on 21st lilt., under the 
presidency of Mr. Thos. Wilks. Letters of 
general interest wore read from Mr. S. 0 . Hall, 
F .S .A ., the secretary of the British National 
Association of Spiritualists, Mr. ,1. .1. Morse and 
Rev. I. It. Young. Presentations wore laid upon 
tho table, and accepted with cordial thanks to 
the donors -M r. 8. C. Hall, F .S .A ., Miss F. .1. 
Theobald, and Mr. Thos. Blyton. Mr. A. T. T. 
Peterson «as proposed and elected to a life mem
bership. Tho current cash accounts wero submitted 
ami passed. The committeo appointed to 
arrange for tho .Sunday morning service on 
November 2 8 th reported progress, tho proceed
ings being confirmed. Mr. Tims. Blyton tendered 
his resignation of office as lion, secretary and 
treasurer, and explained the reasons necessitating 
removal with his family from Ralston ; and conge* 
quent bn the urgency o f ,Blairs, instructions wore 
given for a apt-rial session of tho Council on tho 
following Thursday, 2.'>th ulL, to consider future 
arrangements.

SPECIAL SESSION OF COUNCIL.
Under the presidency of Mr. J . J. Morse, a 

special session of tho Council was held on Thursday 
evening lust, when tho following members were also 
present, viz. : -Messrs. R. Boilmer, F.C .S., E. .1. 
ilavey, J .  Bruce-Gillon, Thos. K. Huwdcn, 
Jonathan Tozoland, Thos. Wilks, S. Williams, and 
Thos. Blyton.

Mr. Thos. Blyton having tendered his re
signation of office as lion, secretary and 
treasurer, it was proposed by Mr. Thos. Wilks, 
seconded by Mr. .1. Tozeland, and unanimously 
resolved : — That Mr. Thos. Blyton having 
tendered his resignation as lion, secretary and 
treasurer to this Association, owing to his antici
pated appointment to another office, the same be, 
and is hereby, accepted with feelings of deepest 
regret at the loss ot services which liavo been so 
ably rendered in times past, as testified in the pro- 
gross and position of this Association. The facts 
appertaining to his term of office eloquently ex
press tho zeal of bis services, and arc the 
evidence of its valuo. While deeply regret
ting his loss, wo earnestly trust tha t in
his now office ho limy bo able to render 
services os usoful in character, satisfac
tory in rosult, and creditable alike to Spiritualism 
and himself, as has hem  tho caso whilo acting for 
this Association. We much regri t  the absence of 
so ardent a friend, and devoted adherent.”

Mr. Blyton, in a few feeling remarks, acknow
ledged the kindly and appreciative sentiments con
voyed in tlie resolution, and expressed a hope that, 
in his capacity as a member, bo might long con
tinue to do whatever lay in his power to further tho 
interests of tho work of tho Association.

Tho further consideration of the appointment 
of Mr. Blyton’s succossor, and other arrangements, 
were postponed to an adjourned session of 
the Council to meet on Thursday following, 2nd 
inst.

“ Thoughts fob tub Living P uesent.’’— Last 
evening Dr. William Ilitchman. F.R.C.S., of this city, 
again inaugurated the winter courso of lectures in 
Woolton Mechanics’ Institution, taking tho above 
subjeat for his first lecture. He quoted largely from 
bis own published writings, especially " An Evening 
Hymn." “ bile's Mystery.” "Stilt Mine. Though Gist." 
and "Science of Ourselves.” thus comprising both 
prose and verse. Speaking of war in lttso. the doctor 
said that men were like tigers rather than angels, 
whether called Turk, Montenegrin, Afghan. English, 
or aught else, since no nation has tho wisdom or 
charity to sacrifice itself when another nation is 
anxious to secure a prize, called " territory " 
or " frontier,” which each selfishly covets. The 
creation of morality and wisdom, therefore, not per
petuation of religion* mythology, will alone enu in 
peace. Avarieo is tho evil principle against whieh 
humanity ought to protest, since we are all included 
in this common sin of desiring to ho powerful a t the 
expense ot others. Mini may seek to propitiate gods o r 
devils as long as the race endures, either by sacrific - 
of blood or money, but no sacrifice will regenerate 
tho world save that of our corrupt inclinations, 
bigotry, persecution, strife, negation, self-aggrandise
ment, aro demons of division yet to bo exorcised by 
the overwhelming forces of reason, justice, forbear
ance. and love individually anil nationally. The Kev. 
(leorge Itenumont.. ot (lateacre, presided, and there 
was a fair attendance, notwithstanding the inclemency 
o f the weather. / . i r r / y W  J l u i h /  / V i October 2 7 .
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■ MR. AND MRS. FLETCHER.
To the Editor.

Sn;.—In the interests of our cause let me thank 
you as a Spiritualist for your manly defence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher. No one can tell but those 
who know them well what these two mediums have 
suffered from public and private misrepresentation, 
cruelty, ingratitude, and injustice. 1 am in con
nection with tlio band of spirits surrounding them, 
and have had the satisfaction of hearing the state
ments given through my mediumship, particularly 
by Winona, who has daily come to me during a 
period of between two and three years, corroborated 
as the facts were disclosed, and she and I  both 
know how blameless in life and thought, and how 
honourable as mediums, are both William and 
Susan Fletcher. Whenever the latter may return 
to England, which she wilt probably be able to do 
before her husband, I  trust every Spiritualist 
who has a particle of manhood and common 
humanity in him will rise up to protect her from 
further insult and oppression. In  Boston, justice 
has already been done them, and friends have 
risen around them, and there they might dwell 
in peace. But duty calls Mrs. Fletcher back to  the 
scene of her husband’s work, and the heroism, of 
her nature, of which I  have been a witness and 
which at the right time I will openly declare,brings 
her home a lonely woman,insulted, misrepresented, 
suffering in body and mind, because she will not 
yield for an hour to the thought of rest a t the ex
panse of others. Manv a man and womaif in 
England owes a deep debt of gratitude to the 
mediumship of William Fletcher, and I know 
that English spirit will rise in behalf of a brave 
and true woman who lias endured so much 
at the hands of those who have proved 
themselves to be cowards. At lesst English 
blood, with its hatred of injustice and its sympathy 
with an undaunted spirit, llows in some of our veins. 
Let us defend h e r !

1 sign myself by the name of all others of which 
T am most proud except that of a Spiritualist, a 
thorough

E xglisiiwomax.
November 19th.

A CURE BY MISS HOUGHTON.
To the Editor.

Sin,—Willyou give mo spaco to record my g rate
ful thanks to Miss Houghton, of 2 0 , Delamcre- 
croscent, Westbounie-square, fertile relief she gave 
mo from pain last Thursday by mesmeric passes I 

For more than a month until Thursday I have 
never been «juite free from tooth-ache, and some
times at night for an hour the ¡lain has really 
been unbearable. My dentist said ho had 
done all he could to preserve the tooth, and he 
pointed out how necessary it was for me to keep it, 
if possible, fertile  sake of my other teeth ; but on 
the Wednesday last week the pain became so much 
worse that I felt I could not bear it much longer 
and on the Thursday, when 1 called upon Miss 
Houghton. I had already resolved to have it out on 
the following morning in spite of the remonstrances 
which 1 know the dentist would make. When

Miss Houghton heard of my trouble she said, 
“ Let me try  to relievo you.” She made 
some passes over my face, and presently 
her hand touched the inflamed part, where it 
rested some time. To my surprise the ¡lain 
gradually subsided, and within an hour was all 
gone, and up to the present time, six days after, I  
have not had the slightest return  of it. I t  might 
bo added that just previous to the mesmeric treat
ment she gave me a tiny homoeopatluc pilule—I sup
pose “ to help ray faith ’’—but I  prefer to th ink I  
owe my relief to the power which flowed through 
her beneficent hands.

Perhaps the reading of these few lines will 
induce some other sufferer to go to her for help.

M ary  E. Tumi, 
i , Albert-road, Gloucester Gate,

London, N .W ., November 2 4 th.

CARDIFF.
Mr. R. Lewis writes Verily I  may say “  tho 

light has departed from amongst us.” Doubtless 
you may know' that our excellent medium, Mr’ 
Spriggs, has left us for Australia. After devoting 
a considerable time to his development, 1 may say it 
is a cruel fate which has thus removed him to other 
lands. B ut this is not all. We had built our fond 
hopes on the development of Miss Fanny Samuels 
a blind Jewess, who has every promise of being a 
surprising medium. .Enthusiastic, with her whole 
soul devoted to the cause, she became in a measure 
an ascetic, and conformed strictly to the instruction 
of her intelligent guides ; and her eloquent 
addresses on Sunday evenings at our rooms 
attracted so many of the people that we were about 
arranging to bring her out before the public in 
our Town Hall. But, alas, misfortunes never come 
singly. H er parents suddenly camo to tho conclu
sion to remove to Brighton, and thereby sho is lost 
to us. Of course these sudden changes have 
almost paralysed us, and I  question whether we 
can keep the society together, as the Unitarians 
have commenced holding services here, and some 
of our peoplo have flitted to them. I  am busily 
engaged, however, in developing other mediums 
and 1 am determined to succeed, although in my 
seventy-first year. I t  is yet nil desjterandum with 
me, as I  am so wedded to tho grand cause that 
I am resolved to die in harness.

, ------ iwisuiiuuug tlie
descending ram on the evening of Saturday, October 
:>( dh. a good and representative delegation of the friends 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. William Fletcher—including John 
n etnerbee. 1 hincas E. Gay and others—assembled at 
S. Da vis-street, Boston. The hours were passed pro- 
ital.ly in the unstudied interchange of thought ; 

the rendition of choice musical selections by W I 
Colville. Mrs. Bond and Mrs. Fletcher ; the recital'iii 
a conversational stylo by Mr. Fletcher of some of the 
materialising and other phenomena lie had been privi
leged to witness in presenceof various noted mediums ' 
m London: and the stating by Mr. Colville of the 
views of Ins inspirors regarding Spiritualism as a 
religions science and a scicntitie religion The pre- 
sentation of an appropriate inspirational poem by 

'\ moona (Mr. C.'s poetic control), the ¡lnrtaking 
of refreshments, and the expression of good wishes 
(at parting) for host and hostess, concluded the 
exercises on what was in every sense an agreeable 
occasion.—J/amur of Light.
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“ L I G H T A .  NEW  WEEKLY .JOURNAL IN 
TH E INTERESTS OF SPIRITUALISM .

We announce in another page the completion of 
arrangements for the establishment of a new 
journal to be published weekly, under the 
title of “ L ight,” and which will bo devoted 
to the furtherance of the causo whose interests 
we ourselves have, to the best of our ability, 
consistently striven to promote. That “ L ight” 
will do our work far more efficiently than wo 
havo been ablo to do, wo cannot for a 
moment doubt, and therefore no alternative 
is left to us but to acknowledge that our own 
mission is at an end, and to quietly retire. 
W ith this issue Spiritual N otes will coaso.

When in Ju ly , 1878 , wo commenced the work 
which we have carried on to i lie present time, 
our object was to assist somewhat in giving a 
higher tone to Spiritualistic Journalism than 
that which had hitherto characterised it in 
this country, and to sustain the movement by 
fair and impartial reports of its proceedings. 
We do not pretend that in theso purposes wo 
have fully succeeded. Hut, at least, we havo 
tried, and have no consciousness of having 
ever been swayed by special favouritism on the 
one hand or by bigotry and intolerance on the 
other. The reward of our favours has been found 
in the valued friendships we havo formed, and 
in the very kind and generous spirit in which 
our efforts havo been supported. For theso 
we shall ever bo grateful.

Our own work being done we recommend “ L ight” 
to our readers in the fullest confidence that it 
will render such service to the causo of 
Spiritualism as no monthly journal could 
possibly perform. I t  will be able to give all 
the intelligence connected with the movement 
fully and promptly ; and it will possess an ad 
vantage which S p i r i t u a l  N o t e s  never had, in 
the fact that it will have money, influence, and 
literary talent at its back.

Our closing words are an expression of hearty 
wishes for the success of “ L ight,” and of a 
hope that every one of our readers will a t once 
secure shares in the new company, and obtain 
as many subscribers as possible for the new 
paper. If well started success will be certain !

< $ o tcs .

At the Fortnightly Discussion Meeting, at the rooms 
of the B.N.A.S., on the (Ith inst., Mr. Calder, the Pre
sident of the Association, will read a paper on •• Social 
Harmony,'’ and on the 20th Mr. Morcll Theobald will 
introduce the subject of “ Mistakes of Spiritualists and 
Investigators.”

Mrs. Richmond gave a trance address at the rooms of 
the Il.N.A.S., on November 1st, on "The Pending Crisis 
in Spiritualism and howto meet it.” We have a full 
report but hold over its publication for another occa
sion. At the close she delivered a charming impromptu 
poem on a subject chosen by the audience— " Light, 
more L ight!”

We learn that on the 10th nit., a t Boston, when the 
case against Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher should have come 
on for trial, the defendants were present to answer the 
charges against them, but their accuser did not put in 
an appearance. The defendants wero therefore 
unconditionally discharged. Wo have seen a state
ment by Major J. W. Mahan, counsel for .Mr. and Mrs 
Fletcher, and if what Major Mahan says is correct— 
and ho pledges his honour that it is nothing hut the 
absolute truth—tliero seems no room to doubt that the 
statements which Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher will be able 
to make on tlioir return to London will bo completely 
satisfactory to their friends.

Thursday. November 18th, was the day of Jacob 
Boohraen's death, which took place in the year 1(>2 I : 
and at the evening meeting of the Build of the Holy 
Spirit, some apposite remarks on Boelimen’s life and 
work wero made by l)r. Wyld, President of the Theo- 
sophical Society. Dr. Wyld also read passages from 
Law’s “ Life of Boehmen,” and drew a clear Hd c  of 
distinction between the genius of Boehmen and that 
of Swedenborg, lie  also justified the introduction of 
the subject among the religious services of the Guild 
by dwelling on the eminently Christian character of 
Jacob Boehmen, a fact which was also amply attested 
by the late Frederick Denison Maurice, in the remarks 
ho contributed to tho Kncijclojxxdia Mctropolitana. 
Copious extracts from Boehmon’s works were found 
among tho private papers of Sir Isaac Newton.

As a rule, tho thesis of a candidate for the Degree 
of Doctor in Medicine is not the most interesting com
position for tho general reader ; but this remark does 
not by any means apply to the treatise on Vegetarian
ism written by Mrs. Algernon Kingsford as the thesis 
for her doctorate in the French Kcole do Medeeine at 
Paris. Of course a good deal of old ground is gone 
over; but even when this is tho case there is much 
originality in tho way tho reader is conducted even 
along a beaten path. Perhaps the most interesting 
portion to our readers, and tho one to which Mrs. 
Kingsford has evidently given marked attention, is the 
examination of tho Pythagorean regimen. She identi
fies (he old doctrine of metempsychosis to some extent 
with tho modern theory of evolution. As to the dietetic 
discipline, she points out that it was certainly a vegeta
ble one based on a spiritual and intellectual foundation. 
Perhaps her most original position is that even 
granting tho possession of canine teeth proved man a 
flesh-outer, he ought to oathis meat raw. There is 
nothing to prove that he was born a cook.

We are glad to hear, through our contemporary 
tho JI. J ‘. ./minml, that Dr. Slado is getting 
manifestations with unimpaired success at Rochester 
(N. Y.). A reporter of one of the public papers 
records some of the usual psychographic phenomena.



December, 1380.] SPIRITUAL ROTES. 101

one instance of which occurred during Dr. Slade's 
absence from the table, and when, under no conceiv
able circumstances, could ho have tampered with the 
slate. The experiment initiated by Professor Zollner 
of influencing the needle of a compass was successfully 
repeated. The compass was carefully examined, and 
proved to be true. Then the three sitters so placed 
their hands as to form a connecting ciicle a foot in 
diameter round the compass, and nearly six inches 
from it every way. The needle " began to wriggle and 
waver, first one way. and then the other, though the 
table did not move the thousandth part of an inch. 
Finally the needle began revolving rapidly in one 
direction, as if it were driven by some tangible motor 
power.” It is said that a rich citizen has offered 
handsome payment to any fifteen scientific men. " who 
will visit Dr. Slade together, investigate his manifesta
tions honestly, and then report to the public truthfully 
just what they have discovered, without hiding a 
single iota of their observations.” We suspect that 
that rich citizen will not find his money called for. 
The conditions laid down would, we are clear, find no 
acceptance in England, whatever they may do in 
America. Are there fifteen righteous to be found ?

Here is a-specimen of Indian psychic phenomena 
from Kingston's "Australian Abroad.” The thro wing of 
balls in the air is paralleled by many similar records, 
which we have always regarded more or less as travellers’ 
tales. Mrs. E. II. Drittcn »ml Mdme. Blavatsky have 
many such, the latter lady especially having a firm 
faith in the power of the Hindu Fakir to work marvels.

“ My conversion, like to tlia to f Bishop Oolenso by llio pensivo 
and cuquiriug Zulu, was accomplished by three nearly naked 
Hindoos, who, 1 am convinced, were nothing but human beings. 
One of them tnrew up in the air numbered balls, w-hieh I was 
allowed first to  handle and to mark. I am prepared to swear 
that I saw those balls go up and get smaller to the sight as they 
ascended, making an apotheosis, ns it were and so going put 'of 
sight. They remained thus until a spectator specified which 
number he wanted back. In response to the Hindoo's call. No.
7 came bouncing down to his feet with but little delay, and No. 
5 also when I asked for it. At a seance of any Spiritualist such 
a performance would have stamped out scepticism and crushed 
all scoffers. Who can question that the viewless spirits of the 
air assisted in this little swindle, leaving for a time their recog
nised occupation of rapping tables, and writing meaningless 
messages in execrable English

It was one of these ladies, unless our memory fails 
n«, who told the very tough story of a party of Fakirs, 
who threw up into the clear sky a rope ladder, which 
straightened itself and remained taut, though attached 
to nothing. Up this a little boy climbed, and was lost 
to sight. Screams were heard, and the boy came down 
in sections, a leg. an arm. the head, and trunk, and so 
on. with much blood. These members the Fakir col
lected in a cloth, from which in a few moments he 
produced the smiling youth, no worse for his carving. 
There ! that beats the balls, a t any rate.

The same trio performed another neat trick, which 
we have seen Dr. Lynn duplicate, though not under 
the conditions detailed by Mr. Kingston. The whole 
question tunis on the conjuror's access to the coin, 
and Dr. Lyon would certainly not undertake to turn 
half-a-crown into any specified coin that might be 
selected.

“ One of the trio called to me for a coin, ami got a goml English 
half-crown, which I  afterwards desired him to keep to  avoid giv
ing him ton times the amount, which 1m richly deserved. The coin 
was handed around for show, in conjuror fashion, and then 
offered to anyone to hold, which a Frenchman at my side kindly 
consented to*do. Before he closed his hand upon it I saw that it 
was ray half-crown. Doubt thero could be none. Hankee Panky 
then asked me, in broken English, into what other country’s 
coin I would like the half-crown to be changed. I mentioned 
Hindoo-tan, upon which the frenchman was asked to open his 
hand, and there lay a rupee and no English half-crown! The 
Frenchman declared that he had felt no invisible fingers at work, 
and that nothing to his knowledge had gone through his skin. 
I had seen a scarce coin in Ceylon made of copper, and having 
an elephant stamped on one side, and the head of the third of

the Georges upon the other, already described as a * stiver.' I 
requested the dusky supernaturalist to change the rupee into that 
coin when the Frenchm an had attain closed h is hand upon it. 
On his again opening it at the conjuror’s command, the change 
had been made, and from that it was again changed to the half- 
crown, now offered to me. It was free from all smell of brimstone 
but it was such a * kittle’ of uncanny coin that I bade Hankee to  
keep it as a reward."

We wish Mdme. Blavatsky could slip a few Fakirs over 
to England. If they would only perform marvels such 
as these, and declare that spirits have nothing to do 
with them—that is essential—they would make a sen
sation and a fortune.

Dean Stanley has lately told in his own charming 
style an excellent ghost-story. I t was told to him in 
the land of second sight, and the scene is laid on the 
wild shores of Loch Awe, under the mighty shadow of 
Ben Cruachan. In the middle of the last century, the 
chief of the Campbells of Inverawe had been enter
taining his friends ; the party had broken up, and the 
guests had left. He was about to retire when a loud 
knocking at the gate caused him to open it. One of 
his guests, with torn and bloody garments, rushed in :

I have killed a man. and am pursued. Swear not to 
betray me ! ” The solemn oath on the dirk was taken, 
and the murderer hidden, just in time to escape the 
notice of a second party, who knocked. Your cousin 
Donald has been killed : where is the murderer ? ” 
Mindful of his oath, he put off the pursuers, and went 
to the fugitive. You have killed my cousin : I can
not keep you here.'’ The murderer pleaded to be 
allowed to remain till morning, and Campbell retired 
to rest. In the visions of the night came the ghost of 
the murdered Donald, saying, "" I/iCcrawe, Inrerairr, 
blond has ba n alia!; shield not the murderer / "  In 
the morning ho arose, and took his guest to a cave in 
Ben Cruachan. and hid him there. The night again 
closed in. and the blood-stained Donald again appeared 
with tire same words of warning. Terrified by this 
repeated apparition, Campbell went to the cave, but 
the murderer was gone. Again at night the ghost 
re-appeared. " Inverawe, Inreran-c, blood bus been 
shed. IFff shall not meet again till ire meet at 
Ticonderoga." He often told the story, and wondered 
what the ghost could mean by this mysterious word.

In 17.7S thero broke out the French and English war 
in America. Campbell of Inverawe went out with the 
Black Watch, tho famous 12nd Highlanders. On the 
eve of an engagement he strolled forth to explore the 
village, and crossed a bridge that spanned tho rapids 
of a descending river. It was a storm, and he wore a 
grey great-coat. On the bridge he saw a figure 
approaching him similarly dressed. The face was 
hidden, but on the breast he saw a wound, with blood 
streaming from it. He approached it. and the figure 
vanished. He knew by the laws of second sight that 
he had seen his wraith, and was a doomed man. He 
asked the name of the village, and was told that it 
was Carillon. Had it no other name .’ Yes: 
Ticonderoga. On this he made his will, and conjured 
his brother officers to search for his body on the 
morrow. They did so. and found it in the thick of 
the fight, with the life-blood streaming over the grey 
great-coat from a wound in the breast. On that same 
night one of Inverawe's clan was sleeping in his bed 
at home, and his son occupied a second bed in the 
room. The boy was awakened by some unaccustomed 
sound, and saw a bright light in the room, and a 
figure, in full Highland regimentals, cross over, stoop 
down, and kiss his father as he lay in bed. He was too 
frightened to speak, but put his head under the cover
let. and went to sleep again. Again he was roused in 
like manner, and saw tho same sight. In the morning 
he told his father, and heard from him that the figure 
lie had seen was the ghost of Inverawe. who had come 
to tell him that he had that day fallen in a great 
battle in America.
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Further details of the remarkable cures wrought by 
(!. -Milner Stephen completely oouiirm what wo stated 
in a previous notice of his work. His development as 
a healer is especially interesting. He is connected by 
birth with Sir James Fitz-James Stephen, K.S.I., 
Leslie Stephen, editor of the Cornhdl Magazine, and 
other distinguished men of the same name. He has 
himself had a successful career ns a politician and 
barrister in Sydney. Adelaide, and .Melbourne. Up to 
within a few years ago, .Mr. Stephen was an orthodox 
Upiscopalian. but being then brought into contact 
with Spiritualism, ho satisfied himself of the reality of 
its phenomena, and embraced its philosophy. Always 
of a mediumistic temperament, he was early led to 
believe that he would bs employed in somo spiritual 
work. He anticipated, from his previous training at 
the bar. that this wouldbepublic speaking ; but when 
the time came, and ho had cast «side tho trammels of 
a creed in which he had been “cabined, cribbed, con
fined." he found that the power promised by Christ to 
His disciples was working in and through him. Ho 
commenced a series of the most remarkablo cures by 
the A)>ostolic method of laying on of hands, and tho 
results are accumulating daily, somo of tho records 
lining of an astounding character. Mr. Stephen, 
from his position and extraction, as well as from his 
great success as a healer, is likely to draw much atten
tion to the subject. One remarkablo fact with 
reference to his gift is that it was not until the 
fervour of his new faith had set free the forces which 
the old creed had fettered, that he had any healing 
power at all. His faith was not strong to save. Does 
not this throw some light on tho words and deeds of 
Christ when men came to Him for healing : and on His 
answer to the faithless disciples, who asking—“ Why 
could not »re cast him (tho possessing spirit) o u t.' ”

ANIMAL MAGNETISM.*

This little volume contains a record of certain 
physiological experiments and observations made on 
mesmerised or hypnotized persons, by Professor 
Heidenhain, a German physiologist of the first 
rank. His curiosity was aroused by witnessing 
some mesmeric phenomena at a public entertain
ment ; and he determined to satisfy himself as to 
the bond Ji'le nature of what ho saw, by himself 
experimenting on a number of medical men and 
medical students, among others a brother of his 
own—“ I Arsons wlu so credibility is beyond question, 
and who arc all well fitted to give the best de
scription of tiroir own perceptions.”

Tlu e experiments were perfectly successful, and 
from them Professor Heidenhain was led to reject 
tho notion that any unknown forco w as in opera
tion, and to accept tho terminology of Braid, a 
.Manchester doctor, who published Ids facts as far 
back as 1843 , and who anticipated at. that timo 
m al ly all tho conclusions arrived at by Heidenhain. 
His conclusions were scouted then, as all now and 
antecedently incredible statements are, but every 
day's cxpi l b nee since their publication has tended 
to confirm them. “ Common sense,” Dr. Carpenter’s 
final arbiter, was as wrong then in estimating 
the facts of Mesmerism as it is now in dealing 
with Spiritualism. Professor Hoidcnlmin him
self shews that ho is afflicted with tho samo

A n im ai. M a o n it is m . Physiological Observations by 
P . I lr io i  n h ain . A L IX , Priifi o r of Physiology in tho 
U n iversity  o f B reslau. W ith  a  preface by <;. J ,  
Homans-, I .B .S .  Lot. Jon : Kc gnu P au l A Co,, 1N80.

fear of what a return to superstition may 
effect that exorcised such a deterrent in
fluence on tho scientific acceptance of the facts 
testified to by Braid: and bo is only induced to 
liavo anything to do with mesmerism by tlio con
viction that there is no new forco, and nothing in 
tho ‘'pretended magnetic s ta te” but what Braid 
denominated “ tho hypnotic condition,” the symp
toms of which interest him as a physiologist.

Wo are not, however, tho less grateful to him, 
although ho writes as a pure materialist, for his 
accurate observations ; it is facts alone that wo 
wish to find acceptance for : tho theories can afford 
to wait.

The symptoms of tho hypnotic slate as described 
by Professor Heidenhain are briefly these :

1. A more or less marked diminution of conscious
ness, and loss of memory, owing, doubtless 
to the fact that hypnotized persons have lost 
tho power of directing their attention to 
tlioir sensations.

2 . Analgesia : highly marked insensibility to pain.
3. Increased reflex irritability, and tendency to

tetanic contraction of certain muscles very 
similar to that noticed in cataleptic patients. 
[.So marked is this symptom tha t tho author 
states, italicising his words so as to make 
them emphatic, “ l a m  inclined to consider 
that the hypnotic state is nothing mote than an 
artificially produced catalepsy. ’J

4 . Spasm of tho accommodation apparatus in  the
eyo : enlargement of tho pupils : protrusion of 
tlio uyobalis. This group of symptoms points 
to a n  “ irritation of certain fibres of tho 
cervical sympathetic, by which the dilator 
muscle of tho pupil and tho m'bital muscle 
are made to contract. ” Tho sympathetic fibres 
have their origin in tlio medulla oblongata, 
which therefore is tlio source of irritation.

5 . Furtherm ore, increased rapidity of breathing;
a quickened pulse ; an increased flow of 
saliva; and profuso perspiration, aro fre
quently obsorvablo in persons who have been 
repeatedly hypnotized. This group of symp
toms would point to stimulation of the respir
atory centro, and irritation of tho nerves 
of tho sweet and salivary glands.

When wo turn  to inquire what aro tho conditions 
necessary to tlio induction of tlio hypnotic state, 
the answer is simple. Susceptibility depends on 
tlio existence of a greater or less degree of sensory 
irritability. As a consequence, palo, anaemic 
persons prove tlio best subjects.

Methods of hypnotizing vary. As a rule, tho 
operator makes passes over the subject, or causes 
him to stare at a metallic disc. Certain sounds, 
such as the ticking of a watch, have the same olivet. 
The conclusion arrived at is that, “ in irritable 
persons hypnosis is induced by means of weak, long 
continued, uniform stimulation of (ho nerves of 
touch, sight., and hearing." Psychical excitement 
and a condition of expectancy would seem to lie 
useful adjuncts.

Tho nature of tho hypnotic condition is obscure. 
Our author ventures the hypothesis that tlio causo 
lies in the inhibition of tho activity of the ganglion 
cells of tlio cerebral cortex, tile inhibition being 
brought about by gentle pioliinged stimulation of 
tin) sensory nerves of tho face (by means of
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“ pusses ”), or of the auditory or optic nerves (by 
means of staring a t a «lise or listening to a monoto
nous sound, such as the ticking of a watch). Mr. 
Romanes, however, in his preface, considers that 
‘ • no physiologist from his previous knowledge of 
inhibition, could possibly have anticipated any of 
the facts detailed in this book ; and now that they 
are in our possession wo are, for the most part, 
unable to see how they are connected with any
thing that we previously knew concerning the facts 
of inhibition.”

While doctors thus differ we may be excused for 
leaving their various hypotheses alone. I t  is the 
facts alone that are important.

Scattered up and down throughout the book are 
many records of the odd things that hypnotized 
patients may be made to  do by suggestion or 
command. For these the reader must bo referred 
to the latter part of the work under notice. One 
crucial case, however, may be noted here. Pro
fessor Ileidenhain gave his brother, when deeply 
hypnotized, a glass of ink, requesting him to drink 
some beer. W ithout the least hesitation lie began 
to drink. Told to do so, ho thrust his hand into a 
burning light, and with scissors so unmercifully cut 
off his whiskers, which ho had assiduously culti
vated for a year, that on awaking he was greatly 
enraged about it ! Another young man, on the 
very lirst occasion of his being hypnotized, was 
induced to lick what ho supposed to bo a snowball 
in his hand. I t was really a frog !

Stories of a similar nature will recur to the 
memory of any mesmeric student. They are 
unquestionably true records. W hether the very 
interesting group of phenomena, which our author 
approaches from a purely physiological point of view, 
is susceptible of the complete explanation which he 
supposes by that means alone ; whether there be not 
many collateral phenomena unnoticed by him which 
demand other methods of treatm entand explanation, 
are points on which opinion may conveniently be 
reserved.

Many of us, however wo may answer these 
questions, will consider that Professor Ileidenhain 
has been dealing only with the bodily symptoms ob
servable as the result of the abnormal action of the 
spirit, soul, individuality,—call it by any name— 
which uses the body as its medium of communi
cation with the material world. Tho author 
meddles in no way with anything beyond the body : 
there are hints in his book that lie concerns him
self with m atter from the point of view of a pure 
materialist. He looks on tho hypnotized patient 
as on a par with the brainless frog that lie has pre
pared for his vivisection experiments, and thinks it 
• <,( priori probable that other reflex phenomena, 
known to us from (vivisection) experiments on 
animals, would also occur in hypnotized men.”

We forbear to follow out the train of thought 
that this naïve suggestion has given rise to. An 
extirpated brain, even in a frog, is not a nice sub
ject to contemplate, and wo would fain hope that 
even the hypnotic state, besot as it seems to be 
with risk and danger to some persons at least, 
may be carefully and judiciously induced by trained 
observers only, who possess the knowledge that is 
needed to avoid danger. There can at any rate be 
n o  doubt of the value of results so obtained.

W.S.M.

FAREW ELL TO MRS. RICHMOND.

Upwards of 70  old and well-known Spiritua
lists accepted a kind invitation from Mr. and Mr-. 
Tebb, to their residence in Albert-road, Regent’s 
Park, on tho 11th  u lt., to meet Mr. and Mrs. 
Richmond, and Mrs. Richmond’s “ Inner Circle.” 
The “ Inner Circle” comprised about 3 0  friends, 
some of whom were members of the “ circle” 
at the time of Mrs. Richmond’s visit to England 
live years ago. The evening was a very happy 
one, and considerable interest was evinced in a 
charming inspirational address given by Mrs. 
Richmond, followed by an impromptu poem on a 
subject chosen by the company, and poetical deli
neations of the characters of Signor Damiaui and a 
gentleman from Cambridge. '1 he proceedings 
were also interspersed with some excellent music, 
contributed by the Misses Reece, Campbell, Coles, 
and Hewitson, and Mr. King. Tlio Misses 
Reece and Campbell, it may be well to notice, are 
pupils of Mr. Cummings, the well-known tenor, at 
the Normal College for the Blind at Norwood,and 
they certainly do great credit to their instructor. 
This college was founded at Norwood in 1871 by 
Mr. Francis Campbell, whose name our readers will 
remember as that of tho blind man who went to the 
top of Mont l.lanc during the past summer, being  
the only blind man who ever got so far into the 
regions of eternal snow.

By way of pleasantly speeding the parting guest 
a concert was given a t Neumeyer Hall on Satur
day evening, November 13th, under tho auspices <1 
Mr. John C. Ward, and with the patronage of 
many personal friends of Mrs. Richmond and 
foremost representatives of Spiritualism in the 
Metropolis. Mrs. Richmond’s brief visit to London 
had come to an end, and this was the special method 
adopted for bidding bon voyage to herself and her 
husband.

The concert was, in all respects, a satisfac
tory one. The platform of tho pretty hall was 
bright with flowers and evergreens, while 
Mr. Ward catered most successfully in the 
artistic portion of the entertainm ent. Ho
himself sang, played the concertina, and ac
companied most of the singers, amongst whom 
were those two clever little ladies, bis
daughters, Misses Evelyn and Clementina Ward. 
Mr. Tietkens lent the aid of his beautiful tenor, 
Miss Karee that of libr splendid contralto voice. 
The occasion, too, was rendered interesting by tho 
appearance of Miss Kathleen H unt, daughter of 
th e 'a t e  Thornton H unt, of tho Daily Telegraph, 
and grand-daughter of Leigh Hunt. She sang two 
ballads very sweetly, and at tho conclusion of tho 
concert tho whole audience stood up and joined 
in “ Tho Star-spangled Banner.” Between the 
parts of the concert a presentation of a purse was 
made to Mrs. Richmond, by Walter Glynes, E-q., 
on behalf of that lady’s friends. Ho made a brief 
speech, to which Mrs. Richmond replied in an 
eloquent oration and an inspirational poem. Some 
remarks wore also made by Mr. Win. Tebb. to ' 
the following effoct:—

“ It is now 33 years ago since I had tho privilege of 
| hearing Mrs. Richmond for the first time. That 
I was in the city of New \o rk . There was a largo
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assemblage of intelligent people ; there were, I  
remember, doctors of divinity, and doctors of medi
cine ; there were able lawyers and there were clever 
querists generally; and at the close of an address, 
the subject of which I believe was chosen by tho 
audience, as interesting as eloquent, and full of 
noble thoughts, Mrs. Richmond asked any member 
of the audience to submit to her questions. If I  re
member rightly Dr. Sawyer, an able preacher of the 
Universalist Church, was present, and ho submitted 
one question after another, each one scomingly 
more difficult than tho one which had preceded it, 
with the intention of confounding the lecturer; 
after that Professor Mapes or some other scientific 
man preferred questions bearing upon his own 
special studies, and he in turn was followed by one 
or more able lawyers, and well do I remember tho 
loud applause which greeted the ready and perti
nent responses. At that time Mrs. Richmond 
was but in her teens, and the result was 
startling and inexplicable —her presence on 
the rostrum was a phenomenon, and tho Now 
York papers were filled with tho reports of 
these addresses, and of tho questions and answors. 
Mrs. Richmond since that timo devoted horsolf 
with rare fidelity to tho servico of Spiritualism 
and tojtho advocacy of those views and principles 
which wo m«>st value ; but wo must all feel that it is 
no slight thing for Mrs. Richmond and her hus
band at the beginning of winter to travel a thousand 
miles by land and threo thousand miles by water 
to deliver her message at the bidding of tho higlior 
intelligences. Those of you who have attended tho 
meetings hero and elsewhere on Sundays, and tho 
lectures and addresses which have been given on 
Saturdays, must have esteemed it a privilege. I 
have not been often present myself, but from those 
who have been I  have gathered how full of noble 
ideas, of high and exalted truths, of incentives to 
earnest endeavours after a higher and better life, 
they have been. There has been nothing narrow 
or in to leran t; there has boon no denunciation 
against those who disbelieve, no terrors of tho law, 
but a sweet reasonableness after the similitude of 
a Greater Teacher. While listening to the music 
this evening my thoughts passed away to a seeno 
which I saw some months ago. I no longer heard 
the music, I no longer saw tho people, but my 
thoughts were carried to the mountains <lf 
Havana. I was again in tho village of Ober 
Ammergan witnessing the celebrated Passion P |„v, 
Tho representation was one never to bo forgotten, 
and arrested the attention of the vast audionceliour 
after hour; but of all the scenes in that wonderful 
drama there were none that excited deeper emo
tion, or stronger interest, than the parting of 
.lesus from his friends and disciples at Bethany. 
It touched all hearts by its marvellous fidelity, and 
its effects werp visible upon iho sea of upturned 
faces around me. It was “ the touch of nature that 
tnaktx the whole world kin.” Rut these emotions 
excited by the approaching separation of teacher 
and taught are not confined to Ober Ammergan 
or to Bethany, but are felt in London, and are 
visible in this room to night. (Applause.) 1 must 
not say more, but I am sure that the fitting words 
of our chairman ate responded to by every heart, 
hero present. We feel that Mrs. Richmond's 
teaching has been good for us, and wo echo Mr.

Glynes’ wish that she may be with us again. She 
carries witli her our affection, our best wishes, our 
benediction.”

On Monday, the loth inst., Mr. and Mrs. Rich
mond loft for Liverpool on their way to Chicago. 
'They spout tho night at the residence of Mrs. 
Nosworthy, and next day several friends accom
panied them to tho steamer “ Baltic,” by which 
they sailed, taking with them the best wishes of a 
largo circle of admirers.

AM ERICAN SPIRITUALISTS ARE NOT 
M ATERIALISTS, SECULARISTS, BIRLE- 

HATERS, AND CHRIST-HATERS.

By W m . E m m e t t e  C o l e m a n ,

In tho June number of S n itiT U A L  N o te s  (a 
journal 1 have perused with interest and pleasure 
since its first issue) is found tho following state
ment emanating from Dr. J. M, Peebles

“ Somo of our so-called Spiritualists in America are 
more Secularists and Materialists than calm, cultured 
Spiritualists. They arc ns great Bible-hatcrs as Brad- 
laugh,and more violent Christ-hators than were Polish 
Jews of tho 17th century.”

As an American non-Christian, or Radical 
Spiritualist, I dosiro , in justice, to protest against 
tho abovo exaggerated statement. The non- 
Christian Spiritualists of America aro as staunch 
adherents of tho groat tru ths of spirit-communion, 
clairvoyance, eternal progression, Ac., as is their 
Christian critic. They are not materialistic or 
srcularistic in any legitimate construction of thoso 
words. How can a person, profoundly convinced of 
tho existence of the spiritual universo in all its 
grandeur and beauty, bo more of a M aterialist than 
a Spiritualist ? It is an impossibility. Tho most 
extreme anti-Christian Spiritualist is as far from 
being a Materialist or Secularist as is Dr. Peebles ; 
indeed, some of the most positive and persistent 
opponents of Materialism in America aro found 
among the extreme Radical or frecthinking 
Spiritualists. An overwhelming majority of 
tlio Spiritualists of America aro non-Christian or 
“ In fide l” (so-called), and they are as firmly 
opposed to Materialism as they arc to Christianity. 
They are rational, progressive, scientific Spiritual
ists, such as Dr. Peebles was a few years since. 
For an admir;tblo exposition of Rational Spiritual
ism, in contrast with Christian Spiritualism, see 
Bro. Peebles’ “ Jesus ; Myth, Man, or God. ’

Rational Spiritualists are also not Bible-hatcrs. 
Because one points out tho errors and defects of 
tho Hebrew Scriptures, discriminates between tho 
good and thi! dross in that book, and protests 
against the prevalent Bibliolatry with which tho 
world is cursed, that does not constitute one a 
Biblo-hator. There are many historical blunders 
in Herodotus anil Livy, and many errors in 
doctrine, concerning God, man, and nature, in 
Plato, Socrates, and Aristotle. Because ono 
rejects tho erroneous, while conserving the good, 
in thoso works, does that indicate a hatred "f tho 
books and their authors !

The greatest, injustice is dono to Rational 
American Spiritualists, however, in designating
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them as “ more violent Christ-liaters ” than the 
17 th century Jews. To call a man a violent Christ- 
hater is a grave and serious charge. I am certain 
no Spiritualist can be found in America who enter
tains the least degree of personal hatred against the 
marlyred Na/.arene, or against the mythical Christ, 
the alleged “ corner-stone of Spiritualism.” The 
most extreme anti-Christian among us has a feeling 
of respect for Jesus as a reformer and medium, 
however little he may have for the theological 
Christ. No one denies that he taught many excel
lent precepts, and, on the whole, was a well-mean
ing man. The idea of Christ being the object of 
violent hatred in America is preposterous in the 
extreme. Even the few uncritical minds, among 
Spiritualists, who deny the historical existence of 
.lesus, have no feelings of hatred towards Christ. 
No one can hate a myth, and such they regard 
Jesus to be.

I know that sometimes injustice is done to both 
Jesus and the Bible by freethinking critics, whether 
Spiritualists or Materialists. This arises, not from 
a spirit of hatred, but is due to a deficiency of 
knowledge, or lack of a well-balanced judgment. 
On the other hand, Christians and Christian 
Spiritualists are often unjust to freethinkers and 
Rationalists, as in the remarks of Dr. Peebles 
above. I t  is to be hoped that such unjust asper
sions upon the motives and beliefs of the intelligent 
Spiritualists, declining to bow the knee to the Baal 
of Christolatry and Bible worship, as those herein 
alluded to, may never again sully the pages of Spir
itual literature ; but that the honest, candid views of 
all, whether Christian or Infidel, may be respected, 
and, by a “ calm, cultured,” considerate comparison 
of ideas on all sides, tru th  may be elicited, and the 
cause of Rational Spiritualism be advanced.

Presidio of San Francisco, California, I'.S.A .

NATIONAL ORGANISATION AMONGST 
SPIRITUALISTS,

At the fortnightly discussion meeting, held at 
J8, Great Russell-street, on the lo th  u lt., Mr. E . T- 
Bennett introduced the subject of “ National 
Organisation.” Mr. Stainton-Mbses, who presided 
on the occasion, explained that this was one of a 
Rerics of less formal meetings than those at which 
set papers were read. I t was proposed that the 
subject should be introduced in a brief speech, and 
clos d in a similar way, so that the major part of the 
time might be open for discussion.

Mr. Bennett then drew attention to the nature 
of organisations in themselves, pointing out that 
these originally commenced from the action of vital 
energy endeavouring to supply needs felt by indi
vidual«, but that there was an inherent tendency 
from the first to solidify or crystallise, and that there 
was always the danger of the power thus afforded 
being used to further the particular aims of the 
leading minds. Mo considered that there should 
be not only local but national organisations 
among Spiritualists, on the basis Vif “  unity 
of harmonious action," not ‘i unity of thought 
or of opinion." Ho referred to the principles 
enunciated by Mrs. Richmond at the previous 
meeting, as the only basis on which anything 
of the kind could succeed,making no attempt

to define any creed or doctrine however broad. 
Air. Bennett proceeded to sketch an exceedingly 
simple form of organisation with the least possible 
amount of machinery and regulations, the two 
principal features of which, a t all events at the 
commencement, would bo a register of the names 
and addresses of Spiritualists in all parts of the 
country, and an annual meeting held at a dillerent 
place each year, analogous to the meetings of the 
British Association or the Social ¡science Congress. 
This would take up ground hitherto unoccupied, 
and w ould not interfere with the work of any exist
ing society. W ith reference to the B.N. A.S., how
ever much it might be regretted, he thought that in 
the first place its machinery was too complicated, 
and, owing to one or two mistakes which it 
made when quite in its infancy, the effects of which 
remained in its constitution, lie feared it would 
never bo able to take the position ho had 
indicated.

Mr. Tapp agreed with Air. Bennett, but thought 
that any great organisation such as he had sketched 
was not to be had. He thought an association 
should be purely a defensive association, existing 
for no other purpose whatever.

Mr. Pearce thought the name of the B.N.A.S. 
should be modified, as it had no title to the 
name, l ie  approved of Air. B ennett’s suggestions 
generally.

Aliss Houghton thought that it would be a mis
take to change either name or organisation.

Air. Blyton agreed with Aliss Houghton. Wo 
should endeavour to do really national work.

Air. Stainton-AIoses spoke strongly in favour of 
organisation, and re-stated the scliemo propounded 
by him in the paper sent to the Manchester Confer
ence ; and said tha t till Spiritualists recognised 
a duty in connection with their possession cf new 
tru th , a duty to sink private crochets in a desire to 
defend the general body of tru th , no great and per
manent work would be done.

In reply to the remarks which had been made, 
Air. Bennett said that it would be noticed that 
what he suggested would involve a very small 
annual outlay at the commencement, and that his 
object was to secure the sympathy and co-operation 
of all the different phases of thought in Spiritualism, 
which he thought could bo dono by having an 
organisation simple enough, and a platform broad 
enough, to prevent many of the difficulties 
which the B.N.A.S. and other associations 
had experienced.

A vote of thanks to Air. Bennett brought the
proceedings to a close.

“ T h e  S c i e n t i f i c  B asis o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m . ” — W o lmrc rocoivoil, 
just os wo po to press, Mr. Epos Sargent'« new book, "The 
Scientific Basis of Spiritualism.” Wo can onlyr pay that it is a 
handsome 8 vo. of 370 pp., full of matter of the greatest interest 
ami value, a wo'thy companion to the volume “ Planchette,’* 
from the samocultured and ablo pen, which remains one of tho 
most serviceable books that tho cause possesses. Mr. Sargent 
we note, by the way, is being credited with the authorship of a 
volnrnocalled “ Communications from the Other World." This 
is an error. In addition to the volumes above mentioned Mr. 
Sargent has published ‘‘The Proof Palpable of Immortality,” 
but he is not answerable for the somewhat apocryphal messages 
from the other world with which an Australian contemporary 
credits him. “ The Scientific B asis” will receive due notice 
hereafter.
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RALSTON ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS INTO 
SPIRITUALISM.
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penses,

GLASGOW ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 
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President: .Mr. James Walker. Hon. Sec., Mr. John 
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HACKNEY SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE SOCIETY. 
( 7. Ellingfort Road. Mare Street. Hackney, E.

Mr. C. it. Williams, Manager.) * 
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LEICESTER SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY.
(Secretary : Mr. It. Wightman. .Mi, Cranboumo Street, 

IX'ÎWtiti'r.)
Sundays: Public Servies at Silver-street Lecture 

Hall, at 11 am . and « p.m. Thursday»: Meetings at 
same place for members only, at H p.m. Friday, 31st, 
N'-v. Y.-ar s Eve Service. Tea on table at tloclouk, 
entertainment at 8. A Watch Séance from 11 to 
12.3H midnight. Tickets for tea and entertainment. 
Is . or for the entertainment only. 3d. _ Proceed» for 
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MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
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It. Fitton, II. Walnut Street, Chcetham, Manchester. 
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MARYLEBONE PROGRESSIVE INSTITUTE AND 
SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE SOCIETY.
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Mr. J. M. Dale, lion. Sec.)

Every Sunday Morning at 11.1.7, Meeting for 
Conversation. Ac. Every Sunday Evening, at 7 prompt. 
Mr. Ivor MacDonnell delivers popular discourses on 
the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as superior and 
opposed to the creeds, opinions, and practices of tho 
Churches.—Every Tuesday, a Lecture on some subject, 
or discussion. Friday Evenings at 8. a Social or Family 
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NKWCASTLE-ON-TYNE SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE 
SOCIETY.
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Newcastle. Hon. Sec.: Mr. II. A. Kersey, 1, Eslington 

Terrace, Newcastle.)
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10.30 a.m. " Form Manifestations.'' Miss C. E. Wood. 
Tuesday, Séance, 8p.m.- “ Physical Manifestations." 
Miss C. E. Wood. Wednesday. 8 p.m.—Class for Aspi- 
ratlonal and Devotional Spiritualism. Thursday. 
Séance,8p.m.—“FormManifestations.'' MissC. E.Wood. 
Friday. 8 p.m.—Private Circle. Saturday. 8 p.m. 
Developing Circles for Members and friends (free). 
Noth.—No strangers are admitted without an intro
duction by a member. Spiritualists from a distance 
are requested to write to the Secretary before coming, 
and arrange for so doing.

The Library of tho Society is open every Wednesday 
evening from 8 to 3 p.m., for tho issue of liooks to 
members.

NOTTINGHAM ASSOCIATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS.

(President, A. S. Bradshaw. Esq. Treasurer, Mr. 
Palmer. Hon. Secretary, W. Yates, 33. Lower 

Talbot Street, Nottingham.)
Sunday Morning. 10. 1.7 : Spiritual Circle. Sunday 

Evening, 0.30 : Public Service. Thursday Evening,
8.0 : Developing Séance.

The meetings are held in the Spiritualist 
Meeting House, Slmki .pturo Street. Nottingham.

SOUTH LONDON SPIRITUAL SOCIETY,
(8, Bournemouth Road, Rye Lane, 1 eekltam. S.L.)

Mooting». Wednesday. 8 pin. :  Sunday. 11 a.m.t 
for inquiries, 7 p.m. (seleet meeting). Prompt attend- 
unco necessary. For particulars of admission, address 
Secretary, as above.
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D e a r  F r i k K e ,

We, the undersigned, invite your kind and generous attention to a 
proposal which we have the pleasure to submit to you, and the adoption of which would, 
we think, be an important aid to the promotion of Spiritualism in this country.

We believe that there are a large number of earnest friends who feel with us the 
pressing necessity for the establishment of a high-toned and impartial Weekly Journal, 
devoted primarily to the interests of Spiritualism, and secondarily to the fair discussion 

of such other topics as may occupy the attention of men and women of advanced 
thought. Spiritualism, we think, has not yet found a fitting representative in the Press 
such as the rapid growth of the movement amongst the most intelligent classes of 
the community imperatively demands, and to place our views fairly before the public we 
need a paper which, for literary excellence and for every quality that gives real and 
substantial value to a representative journal, shall be decidedly superior to anything 
of the kind which has yet been produced.

If our friends throughout the country will heartily co-operate with us, as, from 
expressions which have already reached us, we believe they will, this most desirable end 
can certainly be realised. For the Editorial department of the new Journal the assistance 
of experienced journalists, and of the ablest writers connected with Spiritualism, would 
be secured ; while in the Intelligence department the News would be full and complete. 
In both departments special care would be taken that the paper should be conducted 
on the strictest principles of an honorable impartiality, recognising heartily, as co-workers, 
nil who arc striving to demonstrate the reality of Spirit Communion, and all who arc
in any way endeavouring to further the best and highest interests of humanity here and

hereafter.

For the accomplishment of our purpose we propose the formation of a Company 
under the Limited Liability Act, so as to ensure that the new Enterprise shall be founded 
on principles in regard to the safety, soundness, and integrity of which there can be 
no possible question or misgiving. Power will be taken to raise a Capital of £  5,000,
>n 1000 Shares of ¿ 5  each; but it will not be necessary that all the Shares should be
taken up at once, and operations may be commenced as soon as an amount 

sufficient for that purpose lias been subscribed.

In the event of the new project being started, the proprietors of Spiritual Notes 
have kindly consented to allow their paper to be incorporated with it.

Although the only immediate object will be to start and sustain a weekly journal 
which all Spiritualists everywhere may be proud, it will be necessary, in view of 

future possible requirements, to take additional powers under the Act of Parliament, 
Including authority to print, publish, and sell Spiritualistic and other Literature, English 
and Foreign; to promote the spread of information on Spiritualism, by Lectures, 
I’ublic Meetings, and the distribution of Literature; to afford information and 
advice to Inquirers; and to act generally as a medium of communication and 

co-operation between Spiritualists everywhere

The business will of necessity, in compliance with the Act of Parliament, be 
directed by a Committee appointed by the Shareholders, and the Committee will be 
Under the legal obligation to give every year a true and correct statement of the



finances— SO that the Shareholders will have full information as to how their money 
has been expended, and the surest possible guarantee that it has been rightly and 

honestly employed.
Believing that the enterprise will be not only an incalculable boon to the movement, 

but ultimately a source of pecuniary profit, we respectfully solicit your assistance. We 
suggest that the Shares should be payable :— £ i  per Share on application; ;£i on allotment; 
and the rest in instalments of £ i, at intervals of not less than three months; but it is 
thought that it will not be necessary for all the instalments to be called in. You will, of 
course, distinctly understand that in no case, and under no circumstances, will you be 
liable for an amount in excess of the Shares for which you subscribe. A t present we 

ask you for no absolute promise of any kind. We address you simply with the view 

of learning what Shares you feel that you will be disposed to take, in the event of 
the Company being formed. That we may have this information, please fill up the 
subjoined Notice, and forward it to M o r e l i . T H E O B A L D , E s q . ,  3 0 , Mark Lane, E . C . ,  

as early as convenient. If, as we sincerely hope, the result is sufficiently encouraging 
to justify our proceeding, you shall hear from us again in due course.

Yours very truly,

A D S I I E A D ,  W. I’., Helper, Derbyshire.
Bo w m a n , J., C5, Jamaica Street, Glasgow.
B E N N E T T ,  E. T., The Mansion, Richmond Hill, London.
CA L D E R , A., r, Hereford Square, South Kensington, S.W.
D avies , Maurice, D.D., Charecroft Villa, Shepherd’s Bush.
Daly, Robert, Sharpness Docks, Gloucester.
EVERITT, Thomas, Lilian Villa, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, NAV.
FLETCHER, J. W., 22, Gordon Street, Gordon Square, W.C.
F itz-G erald , Desmond G., 6, Akerman Road, Brixton, S.W.
FlTTON, R., 44, Walnut Street, Chcctham, Manchester.
G arriock , Thomas S., 28, West End Bark Street, Glasgow.
H a r tley , J., 129, Mottram Road, Hyde.
K ersey, 1 1. A., 4, Eslington Terrace, Jesmond Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne
L a m o n t , John, 199, London Road, Liverpool.
M e u g e n s , J. G., The Manor House, Benge, Surrey.
M oses, W. Stainton-, M.A., Wanderers’ Club, S.W.
M o u ld , John, 12, St. Thomas Crescent, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
MARCH, R. A., 71, Greenwood Road, Dalston, E.
PEEBLES, J. M., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.S.A.
PEARCE, C. W., Devon House, Acre Lane, Brixton, S.W.
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, NAV.
R o g e r s , E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.
R obertson , James, 59, Grafton Street, Glasgow.
SCOTT, John, S9, Victoria Terrace, Belfast.
S peer, S. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra Road, South Hampstead, NAV.
THEOBALD, Moreli, 30, Mark Lane, E.C.



P.S.— Kindly do your best, among your friends and acquaintances, to get as many 

Shares taken as possible. If you want more copies of this Circular, they will be forwarded

on a p p licatio n . P rom ises to  th e e x te n t  o f a b o u t 100 S h a res  h a v e a lre a d y been  received ,

b u t w e requ ire 500 a t th e  lea st, an d  h a ve no d o u b t th a t th e y  w ill b e forth co m in g . T h e

p rom ises to  h an d  in c lu d e :—

Shares Shares
Adshead, W. P. ....................................  5 Lamont, J. .............. ... I
“ A Friend” ... ... ... ... 2 Meugens, J. G................ ... IO
Bennett, E. T. ... ....................................  5 Moses, W. Stainton-, M A. ... 2
Bowman, J. 3 Mould, John................ ... s
Calder, A. ....................................  10 March, R. A................... ... I
Doggett, T. ....................................  I Peebles, J. M. ... I
Everitt, Thos. ... ....................................  I Pearce, R. .............. 3
Fitton, R. .................................... I Rogers, E. Dawson ... ... 5
Fletcher, J. W .... 2 Robertson, J. ... ... I
Grant, T. ....................................  s Speer, S. T., M.D. 2
Hannah, Robt. ... ....................................  5 Stone, Mrs..................... ••• 3
J. H. D., Mrs. ....................................  I Tod, A........................... ... 2
Kersey, II. A. ... ....................................  5 Theobald, M.................. ... s

[FORM TO BE F ILLE D  UP AN D  RETURNED.]

/  am disposedsubject to my further confirmation, to take Shares

° f  ¿ 5  each, in the proposed Limited Company.

Name.

Address

Date

To M o r e ll  T h eo bald , E sq.,

30, M ark Lane, E.C.


