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This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting 
Spiritualists of every variety of opinion in an organised body, 
with a view of promoting the investigation of the facts of 
Spiritualism, and of aiding students and enquirers in  ilieir 
ie>earches by providing them with the be-t means of investigation.

The Association possesses a Library, which now contains a large 
collection of the best works on Spiritualism and occult subjects, 
and a Reading Room, where Spiritualist and other newspapers and 
periodicals from all parts of the world are regularly supplied.

The Secretary is in attendance to receive visitors, and answer 
enquiries, every day. Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; other 
days, from 2 p.m. to q p.m.

Well-organised Seances, to which a limited number of enquirers 
are admitted free of cost, are held weekly under strict test con­
ditions.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter 
months. Admission free to Members and Subscribers, who can 
introduce one or more friends to ea.h meeting.

TERM S OF M EM BERSH IP.
Country members, with privilege of voting for members 

of Council, and of receiving the reports of the
A ssociation .......................................................................0 5 o

Town members, do., do. ....................................  . .  0 10 o
Members, with use of reading-rooms and library, and the 

right of purchasing tickets for the sém ees, and taking 
out one volume from the lending library •. . .  1 1 o

Family tickets, with all p r iv i le g e s .........................  '* .A? • 2x, 0
Town members to be understood as those residing within the 

metropolitan postal district. , _, .
Suitable rooms may be hired on moderate terms for Seances, &c. 

and also for committee or other meetings.
Light refreshments are provided at moderate charges.
A ll communications and enquiries should be addressed to the 

Resident Secretary, Miss C. A. B u r k e , 3S, Great Russell Street, 
W.C., and Post Office Orders made payable to her at the Great 
Russell Street Post Office.

Prospectuses of the Naticnal A scociation can also he procured 
from the lion. Secretary of the Dalston Association, 53, Sigdon 
Road, Dalston, E.

CALENDAR FOR MAY, 1880.
Monday, 3rd.— Discussion Meeting at 8 p.m. Paper by Mr. J. A.

Campbell on “  Psychonoiny in its relation to 
Religion and Ethics.”

^Vodnesday, 5th.— Séance with Mrs. J. W . Fletcher at 7 p.m. 
Friday, 7th.— Séance Committee at 5.30 p.m.
Tuesday, n th .— Finance Committee at 6 p.m. Council Meeting 

at 6.30 p.m.
Wednesday, 12th.— Séance with Mrs. J. W . Fletcher at 7 p.m. 
Monday, 17th.— Discussion Meeting at 8 pm . Paper by Mr.

D. H. Wilson on “  ¡‘sychomttry.”
Tuosday, iSth.— Annual General Meeting at 6.30 p.m.
Wednesday 19th.— Séance with Mrs. J. W . Fletcher at 7 p.m.
”  ednesday, 26th.— Séance with Mrs. J. W . Fletcher at 7 p.m.

C. A . BU RK E, S e c r e t a r y .

A SEANCE FOIL CLAIRVOYANCE AND
*  TRAN CE at Mrs. PR ITCH A R D ’ S, to, Devonshire Street, 
Queen Square, W.C., Tuesdays at 8 p.m.

MR. J. WILLIAM FLETCHER,
RECEIVES DAILY AT

22, GORDON STREET, GORDON SQUARE, 
From 12 to 6.

P o e lic  L e c t u r e s  at Stemway Hall, Lower Seymour 
Street, on Sunday evenings throughout the year.

E D W I T T  C L A F T O I T ,  
STORS HILL, OSSETT,

Begs to notily that he is now open for Engagements as Tranco 
Healing Medium.

MR. WM. G. HAXBY,
8, SANDALL ROAD, CAMDEN ROAD, N.W.

MRS. C. HOWELL,
C U R A T I V E  M E S M E R I S T ,

3 , B a t o u k  G a r d e n s , W e s t  K e n s i n g t o n  B a r ic , W .

Near Uxbridge Iioad Station.

~ M K . C. E. W IL L IA M S ,
61, LAMB’S CONDUIT STREET, W.C.

At homo daily from 12 till 5. On Thursday and 
Saturday evenings from 8 o’clock for reception of 
friends.

"MR. J- J. MORSE,
TIIANCE SPEA KER,

Is open to receive calls to lecture in all parts of the United 
Kinedom. A  large selection of choice English and American 
works upon Spiritualism continually on sale.— Address all commu­
nications to J. J. Morse, Progressive Literature Agency, 22, P ala­
tine Road, Stoke Newington, London, N.

MISS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist and
Rubber, has R E M O V E D  to 51, George-street, Euston- 

road, where she sees patients by appointment only. Ltdies suf­
fering from weakness, misp acement, or prolapsus, speedily cured 
without medicine. Terms moderate.

MRS. OLIVE, 1 0 6 , Clarendon Road, N otting
Hill, W ., three minutes’ walk from Notting H ill Station. 

Public Trance Séance for sealing, Mondays, n  a.m ., free * 
Healing Séance, Fridays, 3 p.m., admission 2s. 6d. ; Trance Com­
munications, Wednesdays, 7 p.m , admission 2s. 6d. A t home for 
Private Séances every day from 11 to 5 ; fee, one guinea, or by 
arrangement. Persons unknown to Mrs. Olive must have an 
introduction from some known Spiritualists.

q P O  LET, FU R N ISH E D , Respectable and
A- Healthy Apartments, overlooking the Park. Suitable for two 

Gentlemen (Friends or Brothers), Partial Board if required. 
Terms Moderate. No children. Five minutes from ’Bus, Tram, 
or Rail.— 275, Grove Villas, Victoria Park Road, N .E, References 

J required.
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JÄ G ER’S THEORY OF TH E SOUL.

Dr.. G. C. W it t ig  has written to us on the sub­
ject of an article which appeared in last month’s 
S p ir it u a l  N o t e s , and we have much pleasure in 
giviug the translation of his communication : —

M ost  H o no ured  S i r , — A passage in the April 
number of your S p ir it u a l  N o t e s , p. 2 95, says:
“ H err G. C. Wittig, who writes on this subject in 
Psychische Studien intimates that Jiiger’s theory 
may perhaps enable us to reduce somnambulism, 
ecstacy, and the mediumistic phenomena to the 
action of these soul emanations or albumenoid 
vapours.” This is not my view ; it is rather the 
theory of our opponents who will try  to explain 
away the spiritual phenomena which they are no 
longer able to deny. You would confer a great 
favour on me if you would give my words in 
Psychische Studien, M ardi, 1880, p. 129, in a 
literal translation from “  Wenn sich,” &c., to the 
end, in order that my Spiritualist position may 
not be misunderstood in England. I  have been 
much pleased with all your other notes from 
Psychische Studien. I  am just occupied with 
getting the April number ready, which Avili endea­
vour to allay the storm recently raging in the 
German papers against Mrs. Corner by a repro­
duction of your account presented to the B.N.À.S. 
on this so-called “ unmasking affair.” I  have also 
been present at a séance with Mr. Eglinton, and 
give an account of it. We have in Germany very 
dangerous opponents, who, if we do not everywhere 
proceed discreetly and privately, as before, may 
bring upon us the banishment of the mediums just 
as Professor Hansen's public activity has been 
paralysed.—W ith great respect, &c.,

(Signed) G. C. W it t ig .
Leipzig, April 5, 18S0.

The following is a translation of the passage in 
the March number of Psychische Studien to which 
Dr. W ittig refers. For Avant of equivalent Avords 
in English by which to render the German expres­
sions we have been compelled to coin two nexc 
■words—psychogen, the matter of which the soul 
is assumed to bo composed, and ozogen, matter sup­
posed to be the cause of odours :—

Although this soul-theory of Jäger’s does not as yet 
rise much above the point of view of Vogt, once so 
much talked of, according to which the brain secretes 
thoughts just as tho gall-bladder does bile,* Ave must 
still recognise it as a certain advance on the hitherto 
crudest materialistic theory of soul and spirit. Cer­
tainly the albumenoid body is made to appear here 
as containing, supporting, and developing its specific 
odour; made to appear, in short, as the crude origin- 
ally given ozogen, on which everything further de­
pends in the play of accidental physical combina­
tions; still it is au advance that Jäger supposes his 
psychogen to bo set free from the albumenoid matter 
by decomposition. Without a formal avowal he con­
cedes, therefore, as if unconsciously, a separation of 
force from matter. This result would probably have 
i ot yet been arrived at without the impulse which for 
years has been given by Spiritualism, which forces the

* By a strange clerical error Wittig has here Avritten 
urine, which of courso is not secreted by the gall­
bladder. This error will bo pounced upon.

materialist savants of our day against their will to 
revise and slightly to modify their theories of tho 
identity of force and matter— hitherto quite out of 
harmony with the facts—in view of the otherwise in­
explicable mediumistic phenomena, so as to obtain 
thereby at least a superficial explanation of those 
strange occurrences which it is no longer possible im­
pudently to ignoro or to deny. We shall not greatly 
err if even now, sharpened by the examplo of Preyer 
and Haeckel \sTe give scope to a suspicion that the 
above soul-theory of Jäger will shortly attempt to 
reduce somnambulism, ecstacy, and tho mediumistio 
phenomena to albumenoid emanations. That com­
pletely organised Spiritual beings and not albumenoid 
bodies are the true supporters and evolvers of psychio 
life which attracts from nature, and employs the 
albumenoid matters in a pro-formed organic germ as 
a kindred plastic material— or even evolves them out 
of itself—is a view of Spiritualism diametrically op­
posed to that of Jäger as given above. Until all tho 
phenomena of irediumism havo been covered and ex­
plained by Jager’s soul and spirit-theory it will have 
at least an equal right to attention.

Gr. C. W ittig.

MR. EGLINTON IN  GERMANY.

D r. G. C. W ittig  communicates, in Psychische  
Studien, a very interesting account of a séance 
with Mr. Eglinton, Avhich took place in the house 
of Baron Oscar von Hoffman, in Leipzig. Nine 
persons, including the medium, sat hand in hand 
in a darkened room around a table upon which 
Baron Hoffman had placed a musical box weigh­
ing 22 lbs. Upon this box lay a sheet of paper 
from which one of the gentlemen present tore off 
a corner, and put it in his pocket so that the paper 
might bo afterwards identified. There wore also 
a pencil, with three glass tubes partially filled ivith 
mercury and then sealed after exhaustion of tho 
air, so that they might become luminous in tho 
dark if shaken, and a hand-bell. The room had 
been carefully searched at the request of Baron 
Hoffman. Both tho doors Avere locked and fas­
tened Avith gum paper upon which Dr. W ittig had 
Avritten his name, so that no person could enter 
Avithout detection. The first phenomenon observed 
Avas a sound as if a number of busy hands Avere 
feeling about on the table. The hand-bell Avas 
raised and moved about, ringing at some height 
above the table. The glass tubes were also raised 
and carried about, throAving out a faint light over 
the heads of the company. Then the pencil av&s 
seized, and the sound of something Avriting on the 
sheet of paper Avas heard. The key of the musical 
box Avas seized, tho box wound up, and the lid 
opened, when it began to play. The Avriter, on 
repeatedly questioning the ladies Avho sat on the 
right and the left of Mr. Eglinton, found that all 
this time they had kept fast hold of his hands. 
He sat quietly in his chair, breathing heavily, and 
at times sighing distinctly. Meantime a sound 
was heard outside the circle at a side table Avliere 
Baron Hoffman had laid a guitar, enclosed in a 
case covered Avith packing paper, and Avoll corded. 
It Avas heard to be untied and umvrapped, the 
case Avas opened, and tho guitar hovered over the 
heads of the persons present, sounding a few 
chords, and touching the heads of the circlo. Cer­
tain luminous phenomena are said to have been
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seen in tlie middle of the table, which Dr. Wittig 
was unable to see. as the lid of the musical box 
6tood in the way. The box was then raised, and 
hovered in the air still playing, and touching D r 
Wittig gently on the forehead. Hands began to 
touch the spectators on the back and the head. 
The fingers of an invisible hand touched tho back 
of Dr. Wittig’s left hand, and then tapped that of 
his neighbour, which was enclosed in his own, so 
that here was a case of force or else of matter in­
terpenetrating matter. Mr. Eglinton began to riso 
from his seat, and the ladies to his loft and rig] it, 
in order to retain hold of his hands, were compelled 
to stand upon their chairs. An arm-chair weigh­
ing 33 lbs., which had been moved from a corner 
of the room, was laid upon the shoulders of a lady 
in the circle. When light was introduced tho 
musical box, the guitar and its case, and the other 
objects were found upon tho table. The sheet of 
paper tallied exactly with the torn-off corner, and 
upon it was written in pencil, in rather large 
characters, the name “ Joey,” one of Mr. Eglinton’s 
attendant spirits. Tho doors were then examined, 
and the papers pasted over them bearing Dr. 
Wittig’s signature, were found untouched, so that 
no confederate could have entered the room. It 
must be remarked that none of the persons present, 
except llaron Hoffman and Dr. W ittig, understood 
a word of English, and therefore could not have 
entered into a secret agreement with tho medium.

According to Licht mchr Licht Mr. Eglinton 
was very successful also in Zwickau in tho pre­
sence of a company of ten gentlemen, physicians, 
naturalists, an:’, technologists, some of whom wore 
decidedly sceptical. The phenomena wero of a 
very similar character to those elicited at Leipzig. 
Tho medium was raised from his chair towards 
the ceiling, the gentlemen on his right and loft 
being compelled to stand upon their chairs in order 
to keep hold of his hands. In the last séance a 
billiard ball, lying upon tho table, was projected 
against the wall with some force, and then fell to 
the ground leaving a hole in the wall. A ll tho 
articles on tho table wero thrown about in confu­
sion. Mr. Eglinton recognised in the character of 
the manifestations a certain “ animosity of (lie 
spirits ”  due to tho sceptical and unsympathetic 
nature of some of the spectators. Tho results ex­
cited great sensation, and will bo discussed in a 
scientific journal.

“  SYN E SIU S OF C Y R E N E ” AS A W R ITIN G  
M EDIUM  IN  TH E  FOURTH CEN TU RY.

T he Modern Review for April contains an interest­
ing account o f“  Synesius,” one of tho early Chris­
tian philosophers. The following lines will be of 
especial interest to Spiritualists:—

“ There is also a curious treatise ‘ On Dreams,’ 
which, in a letter to Hypatia (submitting 'it to 
her for criticism, together with tho. ‘ Dion’), he 
describes as having been written under the direc­
tion of God Himself, and finished all in a single 
night, or rather the remnant of a night.

“ There are two or throe passagos in it,”  says 
Synesius, “  in which I  seemed to bo some ono else 
among my auditors. And even now. when I go 
through its pages, a strange feeling comes over me, 
and a divino voice, as the poets say, sounds about 
me.

“  In tho essay itself he treats of the imagina­
tion and tho doctrine of correspondences in the 
universe, and justifies the practico of divination 
by dreams. At tho same time he discredits the 
arbitrary and conventional rules for their inter­
pretation, and gravely recommends that everyone 
should observe what has actually followed on each 
particular dream with a view to establishing tho 
data of a true science of divination.”

SEC R E T D ISC IP L E S.

T h e  following letter written to the Editor of 
S pir it u a l  N otes by a  Clergyman of the Church 
of England, in whose good faith we have every 
reason to believe, appears to us of some importance 
as illustrating a phase of tho great Spiritualistic 
question to which sufficient attention may not have 
been giving. We therefore print the communication 
in extenso, not as of necessity approving everything 
it contains, but simply by way of giving fair play and 
a ireo stage to the reverend writer.

“ Loudon, April, 1880.
“  Sin,— I  write to ask you whether there is any 

method by which I  may pursue the study of 
Modern Spiritualism (so called) privately.

“  I  know that there is some truth in Spiritualism. 
Mark me, I  do not say I think, but I  ¡¡now, and I 
want to test and try how much truth there is, and 
how far that truth may be utilised.

“ You will say, ‘ tho way is open to you as to 
others. Join a circle. Enrol yourself a member 
of tho British National Association. Have the 
courage of your opinions.’ I reply, ‘ Put yourself 
in my place.’ Remember that in the Church of 
England we have not ono Pope as in the Catholic 
Church, but some thirty or more. Sarcastic people 
name them tho Thirty Tyrants. I  should bo sorry 
to say this. They are thirty polished scholarly 
gentlemen, not, perhaps, as a rule, very spiri­
tually minded, but certainly one and all, to a 
bishop, bitter against Spiritualism in your sense of 
tho word. They cannot, it is true, burn you for 
heretical opinions in these d ays: but they can 
starvo you most effectually. It is only the modus 
operandi that has changed. Not only so, but there 
are others whom ono is bound to consider, good 
narrow-minded members of one’s fiock who have 
decided that Spiritualism is diabolical, and whom 
no amount of argument would convince to the 
contrary. I f  I  join a circle (as I  have done), I 
find myself duly reported in tho next number of tho 
John Kiiiy Journal, or some other print, as having 
had my leg pinched at a select circle. I f  I  join the 
B.N.A.S., that fact is published, and some aggrieved 
parishioner goes to the bishop or gives up iiis pew. 
What am I  to do ? I  feel that the matter is of 
great importance. Spiritualism is either a gigantic 
error or tho grandest revelation since Christianity 
itself. W ill you help me in my anxious and 
(bolievo mo) honest dosiro to determine which or 
what it is ?— Yours in all sincerity,

Now, although Nicodemus is not quite the kind 
of disciple we should choose, yet in a comprehensive 
system like ours, wo feel there ought to be room 
even for Nicodemus ; and wo aro disposed to give 
every consideration to a case which wo believe to
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be far from singular. Let us, at all events, assure 
our reverend friend that lie may belong to the 
British National Association without having that 
fact placarded in the highways and byways. If he 
will communicate with the Secretary, Miss Burke 
will soon give him en tête à tête, all the information 
he can desire on that subject. There are also 
plenty of circles where he can have his leg pinched 
in private, or witness more agreeable manifestations 
to his heart’s content. We have already suggested 
one or two gatherings of this kind to him ; but we 
publish his letter and append these notes, because 
we feel that this inquiring cleric may possibly 
represent other aspirants, and to them, as to him, 
we would say there is ample machinery, public and 
private, by which they may be initiated into the 
arcana o f . Spiritualism without involving that 
publicity which, in the present state of society, 
may, we can quite see, be infinitely prejudicial. 
I f  our reverend correspondent knew how many 
Secret Disciples like himself are at this moment 
convincing themselves of the solemn truths of 
Spiritualism, without setting foot over their own 
thresholds or calling in any outsider to the home- 
circle, he would be surprised. Even if such 
domestic facilities do not exist, the deficit may 
readily be supplied ; and we shall be glad to help 
others as we have helped this gentleman in their 
anxious quest after truth.

Comspnïicitce.
MR. E. W . W ALLIS.

To the Editor.
Sir.,—Our esteemed brother and fellow worker, 
Mr. E. W . Wallis, is in need of immediate help.

His wife and children are just recovering from 
an attack of measles ; he has had to neglect his 
appointment to return home to nurse them.

During the past winter, in consequence of the 
bad trade, his engagements have not been at all 
remunerative, and at Truro he lost money by the 
engagement, besides suffering much persecution 
from the people while there. The loss at Truro 
caused him to lose a fortnight’s engagement at 
Cornwall. When he left home last Friday even­
ing for his engagement a t Keighley he could 
scarcely walk, being bodily ill ; he knew that by 
staying at home no “ grist could be brought to the 
mill.’’ The friends of Spiritualism are kindly yet 
earnestly entreated to send help a t once to one 
who is a thorough worker in  our cause, and none 
more worthy than he of sympathy and practical 
assistance. The friends are anxious to raise a 
testimonial to him of £50.

The following donations have been received :— 
The Glasgow Association of Spiritualists, £4 ; 
*' Philadelphia,” £3 ; “ A Friend,” Glasgow, £3 ; 
Miss II. Blundell, Manchester, £1 ; Mr. R. Fitton, 
£1 ; Mr. J . J. Morse, £1 10s. ; Three Friends at 
Newcastle, £2; L. J. L., £1 ; T. B. and W. Y., 
los. ; Mr. Dale, Goods, 15s.; Mr. J .  Hawkins, 
London, 5s. ; “ Omega,” Devonport, 5s. ; Mr. D. 
Brown, 23. ; J . A. H . and W. Y., 10s.

Donations will be thankfully received by yours 
respectfully,

W. Y a t e s , Hon. Sec.
39i Lower Talbot-street, Nottingham.

April i5, 1SS0.

TH E  N EE D  OF T H E  HOUR.

To the Editor.
S ir ,— One of the needs of the hour in Great 
Britain and Ireland is a lively weekly devoted to 
the facts and philosophy of modern Spiritualism, 
containing more original matter and less padding 
than present weeklies, more London and provin­
cial news than reiterated displays of chronic im- 
pecuniosity and bad temper ; a general paper de­
voted to Spiritualism not to cliques ; a religio- 
philosopliical and scientific journal, not a blotting- 
pad or a circular which is constantly soliciting 
donations. It is a standing disgrace to the move­
ment that we have not a decent weekly which can 
be placed in the hands of inquirers with safety.

I believe the time has come, notwithstanding 
the apparent apathy in Spiritual circles, that a 
respectable weekly would receive substantial sup­
port. A  few energetic men should take the thing 
in hand, and the matter will be accomplished at 
once.— Yours truly,

J. S. C o a t e s .
65, Jamaica-street.

MRS. CORN ER’S M EDIUM SH IP.

To the Editor.
S ir ,— Last month brought us the very unwelcomo 
and unpleasant intelligence that another so-called 
‘‘ fraud’’ had been exposed, the medium on this 
occasion being one against whom no such suspicion 
had ever been previously directed, namely, Mrs. 
Corner. Now I  am not going to express any 
opinion as to what occurred at the séance in ques­
tion, but at the same time I  am not disposed to 
remain quiet when a question of such vital im­
portance to Mrs. Corner is on the tapis. Few 
people, I  take it, that have taken the trouble to go 
below the surface in Spiritual investigations will 
question the fact that the unconscious medium 
when under spirit control is frequently made use of 
for deceptive manifestations, when frem some 
cause or other which we cannot rightly or fully 
understand, the right conditions do not exist for 
proper manifestations ; and, for my part, I  do not 
l'or one moment believe that Mrs. Corner, in her 
normal condition, either could or would attempt to 
defraud, and 1 do not make this assertion without 
due cause. I  have been to many public séances 
with Mrs. Corner under strict test conditions, and 
I have had a score of private séances with her 
when members only of our own family were pre­
sent, and I  can safely assert, and I  do assert, that 
“ Marie ” is as distinctly different a person from 
Mrs. Corner as I  am from you. To tell me that I  
could be mistaken as to which was “  Marie ” and 
which was Mrs. Corner would be about as sensible 
as saying that I  did not know my wife from my 
sister. From what I  know of “ Marie,” too, I 
know her to bo actuated by good and true motives, 
and I  decline to suspect her also of any “  hanky- 
panky” tricks. Had I  sent an account of my 
various séances with Mrs. Corner to ail}' news­
paper in the kingdom, except the Spiritual ones, 
it would probably have found its way into the 
waste paper basket, but every paper will open its 
columns to an account of an exposure, or a tirade 
against Spiritualists. For Mrs. Corner’s sake I
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deeply regret this contretemps, for it may interfere 
with her earning a livelihood, and I  know her to 
be a most hard working, true, and conscientious 
wife and mother, ever striving to do her duty 
honestly and truly. I  cannot attempt to explain 
this unhappy séance, but I  do feel that as it has 
not been the first so also it is not likely to be 
the last until such time as wo begin to try and 
understand somewhat more of the laws of medium- 
ship, and tu surround our mediums with higher 
tones and better influences than are likely to 
gather around them so long as they aro exposed, 
as they are at present, to bo used by each and 
all indiscriminately. I f  I  were a wealthy man I 
would found a college for mediums for the pur­
pose of making them really and truly ministers of 
the religion of Spiritualism, which will yet, despite 
all such troubles as the one that has called forth 
this letter, become tbo religion of humanity. 
When a person in Mrs. Corner’s position is accused 
of fraud it is the duty of every one who is satisfied 
of her honesty of purposo to come forward and 
say 60, and that is my reason for troubling you 
with this letter.— Yours, for the truth,

F . G. Meüoens.
3, Church Lane, Calcutta.

February i i , 1880.
r.S .— Do you think that “  fraud ” could in any 

way account for the manifestations that took placo 
in Professor Crookes’s house, ns reported in his 
book, or for what took placo recently at Mr. 
Fletcher’s house, when the fully materialised spirit 
and Mrs. Corner were seen at ono and the same 
time by every one at the séance?

SOME W ORDS FROM H O LLAN D  ABOUT 
M R. EGLINTON.

To the Editor.
Sin,— I think the English brethren maybe pleased 
to hear that Mr. Eglinton has written mo a 
lengthy letter, from which it appears that that 
good and honest medium is doing splendid work in 
Germany and Austria. Prof. Zöllner has also 
written me. l ie  is very satisfied with his experi­
ments with Mr. EglintoD, from which he learned 
very much— Sie teuren sehr lehrreich, as he says. 
He will publish them in time, and so a new, great, 
and good work is being performed. I  intend trans­
lating those experiments later for investigators on 
the Continent. Mr. Eglinton will keep his pro­
mise to visit us as soon as his engagements per­
mit him to do so, notwithstanding that some friends 
would like immensely to see him back in England 
without extending his lour to other countries, as 
they have written mo from London. This summer 
we expect also a visit of a splendid privato medium 
in England, perhaps the best for physical manifes­
tations and materialisations in the light and under 
excellent conditions for true Spiritualists. So we 
don’t leso courage notwithstanding that tho Dutch 
were slandered in England some timo ago. A  
friend sent mo some of Mr. Walker’s letters, 
which are highly instructive. L et us work in the 
right way, fight for honesty and true tests, and 
stamp out all foolish enthusiasm, all trickery, and 
everything which may obscure the light of Spiri­
tualism.— Truly yours,

A. F. R iko.
The Hague, April, 1880.

grompwnfs for p t ir .

*** Secretaries of Societies, Mediums, Lecturers, and 
others, are requested to furnish their notices to the 
Editor of SiuiuTüAL Notes by the 23rd of each month 
to ensure their publication in the following issue. 

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS.

(Secretary : Miss Burke.)
(For the Calendar of Worh for May see Advertising 

columns).

BRIXTON PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
6, Akerman-road, Brixton.

(Hon. Secretary, H. E. Francis).
Tho object of tho Society is to promoto the study 

of Psychology and Spiritualism, and kindred subjects.
Members havo tho privilege of attending séaucos 

with well-known mediums, and aro entitled to the use 
of hooks on Spiritualism from the Library.

CARDIFF SPIRITUAL SOCIETY.
(Heathfield House, 1, West Luton Race, Cardiff.

President : Mr. Roes Lewis. Hon. Sec. : Mr. A. J.
Smart.)

Sundays.— Public meeting, at 6.30 p.m.
Wednesdays.— Developing circle.
Thursdays.— Materialisation, or Physical Manifcsta- 

tations (for members).

DALSTON ASSOCIATION OF ENQUIRERS INTO 
SPIRITUALISM.

(Hon. Secretary: Tlios. Blyton, 53, Sigdon Road, 
Dalston, E.)

Thursday, 6th.— Ordinary Weekly Experimental Sé- 
anco, at 8.

Thursday, 13th.— Session of Council, at 6.45. Or­
dinary Weekly Experimental Séauco 
at 8,

Thursday, 20th.— Ordinary Weekly Experimental Sé­
ance, at 8.

Thursday, 27th.— Special Seance, at 8.

GLASGOW ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 
(President : J. Walker, Esq. Hon. Sec. : Mr. J. M‘G. 

Munro, 32, Govanhill-stroct, Govanbill). 
Lectures every Sunday morning, at 11.30, and 

evening at 6.30, in Hall, 164, Trongate.

GREAT YARMOUTH ASSOCIATION OF INVESTI­
GATORS INTO SPIRITUALISM. 

(Secretary : Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Watcrpark Terrace, 
Southtown Road, Great Yarmouth 

Sundays.— Instructive Seances, at which Discoumes 
aro delivered.

Tuesdays. —Investigators’ Seanco.
Thursdays.— Development Séance.

GOSWELL HALL.
Sundays— Morning Conferences, at 11. Evening 

Trance Addresses, at 7 (with an oc­
casional normal address). Admission 
free; collection to defray expenses.

HACKNEY SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE SOCIETY 
(6, Field View,London Fields,E. Mr. C.R. Williams, 

Manager.)
Particulars as to séances to bo obtained of Mr. C. R- 

Williams.
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IIOLBORN LITERARY AND DP DATING 
SOCIETY.

(38, Great Queen-street, W.C. Hon. Secretary : Mr. 
J. M. Fells, 68, Melbourne Terrace, B aruivell Road, 
Brixton, SAY.)

Thursday, 27th.— Lecture, “  Spiritualism,” Part II., 
Mr. B. Howard. Chair at 8.

MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION. 
(Temperance Hall, Grosvenor-street, Hulme). 

Speakers for May :— Messrs. Ainsworth, Wright, and 
Howell, and Miss Hall. For further particulars see 
Manchester papers.

MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION.
(Quebec Hall, 25, Great Quebeo-street.)

Sunday mornings, at 11.15, Developing Meeting.
Sunday evenings, at 6.45, Meetings of a Devotional 

Character. Sacred Songs and Read­
ings by Miss A. Waite.

Wednesday evenings, at 8.30, Circle for Members, 
Outer Circle for friends.

Saturday evenings, at 7.30, Mr. Hancock attends to 
speak with strangers. Séance, Mr. 
Savage, Medium.

:Sunday, 7th.—Quarterly Tea and Anniversary. Tickets 
for Tea, is., sacred songs, &c., after.

Monday, 8th.— Entertainment. Dancing from 10 till
11.30.

^NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE 
SOCIETY.

•( Weir's-court, Newgate-strcct. President : J. Mould.
Hon. Secretary : H. A. Kersey.)

■ Sunday, 2nd.— Mr. J. J. Morse, Tranco Address, at 2.30 
and 6.30.

Monday, 3rd.— Mr. J. J. Morse, Trance A ddress, at S. 
■ Sunday, gth.— Miss E. A. Brown. Trance Address, 

at 6.30.
Sunday, 16th.— Mr. E. W. Wallis, Tranco Address, at

2.30 and 6.30.
Monday, 17th.— Ditto, at S.
Sunday, 23rd.— Mr. J. A. Rowe. Normal Address, at

6.30.
Sunday, 30th.— Mr. W. H. Lambelle. Tranco Address, 

at 6.30.
Admission free. Collection to defray expenses.

W e e k l y  S é a n c e s  a n d  M e e t in g s .

Sunday.— Séance, at 10.30. “  Form Manifestations,’
Miss C. E. Wood.

Tuesday.— Séance, at 8. “  Physical Manifestations,” 
Miss C. E. Wood.

Wednesday.— At 7.45, Spiritualists’ Improvement 
, Class. Discussion.
Thursday.— Séance, at 8. “ Form Manifestations,” 

Miss C. E. Wood.
-Friday and Saturday.— Developing Circles, at 8. For 

Members and Friends. Admission free.
-No strangers aro admitted without an introduction 

‘by a Member. Spiritualists from a distance are re- 
‘tiuestcd to writo to the Secretary before coming, and 
•arrango for so doing.

The Library of the Society is open every Wednesday 
‘evening from eight to nine o’clock, for the issue of 
‘books to Members.
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LANCASHIRE DISTRICT COMMITTEE.
P la n  o f  S p e a k e r s  f o r  M a y .

L iv e r p o o l .

(Perth-street Hall, West Derby-road. Secretary : Mr. 
IT. Morris, 35, Cobden-street, Everton Road. Cor- 
Sec.: Mr. J. Chapman, Dunkel-street, West Derby 
Road.)

Sunday, and.— Mr. J. Clegg, of Liverpool.
—  2th.— Mr. Johnson, of Hyde.
—  19th.— Mr. Morse, of London.
—  23rd.— Mr. Clegg.
—  30th.—Local speakers.’

R o c h d a l e .

(Assembly Rooms, Co-Operative Store, corner of Miln- 
row and Oldham-road. Secretary: Mr. L. Firth, 
16, Equitable-street).

Sunday, 2nd.— Mr. Johnson, of Hyde.
— 9th.— Mr. Tetlow.
—  16th.— Mr. Clegg.

Tuesday, 18th.— Mr. Morse, of London.
Sunday, 23rd.— Miss E. A. Hall, of Manchester. 
Sunday, 30th.— Mr. Tetlow.

B o l t o n .

(Reform Room, Duke-street. Secretary : Mr. James 
Cross, 42, Poplar-street.)

Sunday, 2nd.— Mr. E. W. Wallis.
—  gth and 16th.— Local Speaker.

Monday, 17th.— Mr. Morse, of London.
Sundays, 23rd and 30th.— Local Speaker.

N e w  M i l l s .

(Secretary : Mr. John LithgoW, Hayfleld). 
Sunday, 2nd.— Miss Hall.

—  9th.— Looal speaker.
—  16th.— Mr. Johnson, of Hyde.
—  23rd and 30th.—Local speaker.

R a m sd o t t o ji.
Sunday, gth.— Miss Hall.

H o l l o w a y .

Sunday, 30th.— Mr. W. Johnson, of Hyde.
O l d h a m .

(Society’s Hall, 186, Union Street. Secretary: Mr.
Thomas Kershaw, 8, High Street.)

Thursday, 20th.— Mr. Morse, of London.
M a n c h e s t e r  (at Miss Johnson’s).

Friday, 21st.— Mr. J. J. Morse, of London.
W h it w o r t h .

(At Mr.Clegg’s,Victoria Terrace, Market Place, Healey.) 
Wednesday, 19th.— Mr. Morse, of London.

MR. MORSE.
May 2nd and 3rd.— Newcastle-on-Tyne.
— 4th.— North Shields.
—  gth.— Keighley.
—  i6th to 21st.— Lancashire District.
—  23rd to 25th.— Cardiff.
—  30th.— London.

MR. E. W. WALLIS.
May 2nd.— Bolton.
—  Srd.— Oldham, Entertainment.
—  9 th.— Glasgow.
—  16th and 17th.— Newcastle-on-Tyne.
— 18th.— North Shields.

—  23rd.— West l ’elton.
—  24th.—Darlington.
—  30th.—Nottingham.

Mr. Wailis will visit London for ten days, commen­
cing June 2nd, and will bo glad to hear from frieods 
who would like to engage his services. Address, 338, 
St. Ann’s Well Road, Nottingham.
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TO CONTRIBUTORS.

Reports of proceedings of Societies or Committees, and announce" 
ments of their prospective arrangements, in  as succinct a form as 
possible, and authenticated by the signature of a responsible officer, 
are solicited for insertion in  S p ir it u a l  N o t e s . Mediums and 
Lecturers are also invited to forward particulars of their prospective 
engagements for announcement. Members of homo or select circles 
will oblige by contributing brief records of séances for publication ; 
and Inquirers forming new circles are especially invited to report 
their proceedings, and to stato any difficulties which may ariso in 
the course of their investigations, with the view of permanently 
recording results and obtaining advice from other investigators.

To ensure early insertion reports should reach the Editor not 
later than 23rd of the month ; and correspondents are requested to 
write legibly, and on one side of the paper only.

The Editor cannot undertake the return of manuscripts unless 
the writers expressly request it at the time of forwarding, and 
enclose stamps for the return postage.

A ll communications should bo addressed to Mr. Thomas Blyton, 
53, Sigdon Road, Dalston, E.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

The Annual Subscription for “  S p ir it u a l  N o t e s ,”  post free 
within the United Kingdom, is 2s. 6d., p a y a b le  i n  a d v a n c e .

Societies can obtain a monthly parcel, for sale or distribution 
amongst their members or others, on special terms. Particulars on 
application.

A D V E R TISE M E N T CH AR G ES.

Five Lines in column (about ten words to line), 38. 6d. Each 
additional line, 6d. Whole column, £ 1  15s. Whole page, £3. A  
r e d u c t i o n  m a d e  f o r  a  s e r ie s  o f  i n s e r t i o n s .

Orders must reach tho office by tho 25th of the month to bo in 
time for the following month’s issue.

fa  Comspiimits.
C. It. W .— Wo scarcely think tho “ facts”  justify your remarks, 

and a more c a r e f u l  comparison will in all probability prove 
this to your entire satisfaction.

II. A. K.— Thanks for your kind attentions. W e have duly noted 
the particulars.

“ ROGUES AND VAGABONDS.”

W hile we write Mr. F . O. Matthews is lying in 
tho common jail at Wakefield, whither ho has been 
committed by the magistrates assembled at the 
Keighley petty sessions for three months’ hard 
labour as a Rogue and a Vagabond, having, be­
cause he exercised his gifts as a clairvoyant, been 
charged under 5 Geo. IV., cap. 83, sec. 4, with 
using “ subtle means or device, by palmistry or 
otherwise, to deceive or impose on ” H er Majesty’s 
subjects. Mr. Matthews has fallen a victim to 
the iniquitous law from tho vengeance of which— 
or rather of his ignorant prosecutors—D r. Slade 
so narrowly but happily escaped. Mr. Matthews 
has our hearty sympathy; the cruel and unjust 
law, and the cruel and unjust men who set it in 
motion against him, have at once our pity and our 
indignation.

A “  Rogue ” and a “ Vagabond ” forsooth ! A 
medium who professes to have clairvoyant powers, 
or any other powers of an abnormal condition, may

possibly bo a rogue, of course. There are, we are 
sorry to know, dishonest and dishonourable 
mediums; but there are also dishonest and dis­
honourable men in  every grade of life. The 
iniquity lies hero—that, while bigoted men 
refuse to believe because they have refused to 
inquire, every medium, whether ho bo honest or 
not, is accounted a rogue and an impostor without 
proof. I f  a man only professes to exercise a gift, 
of the existence of which prejudiced men know 
nothing, it is assumed a t once that he is neces­
sarily guilty of imposition and deception; he is 
branded as a rogue and a vagabond; and is com­
mitted to jail without mercy. And all this in ­
justice is perpetrated under the shadow of a law 
which was enacted boforo modern Spiritualism 
was heard of; in which, therefore, it was never 
intonded that Spiritualist mediums should be of 
necessity included; aud the main purpose of which 
was, obviously enough, the suppression of tho 
swindling of dishonest and disorderly vagrants, by 
whom, when the law was passed, the country was 
notoriously infested. Had this act been intended 
from tho lirst to include every assumption of spiri­
tual gifts, and the exorcise of every “  subtle means 
or device ” which was beyond the comprehension 
of average humanity, how is i t  that the Church has 
escaped the consequence of pretending to confer 
the gift of tho Holy Ghost by the laying on of 
hands? Tho Church escapes because it is as­
sumed that tho Church is honest, and that, even 
if it has not tho power which it professes, it sin­
cerely believes that it has, and therefore is guilt­
less of any intentional deception or imposture. 
But in tho case of a Spiritualist medium, who 
can oiler better proof of his gifts than any priest 
or bishop has ever done, tho law has no leniency 
whatever ; establish tho fact of his profession and 
that suilices ; away with h im ; throe months hard 
labour; the fellow is a ltogue and a Vagabond 
beyond a doubt!

What, then, is to bo done ? Are we to fold our 
hands quietly and submit ? Plainly not. There 
was a time when Spiritualists would have had no 
choice but to meekly endure—not scoffings and 
revilings merely—but any pains and penalties 
which ignoranco and bigotry might inflict. Once 
they were a  “ feeble folk,” and had to suffer for 
tho sin of weakness, as many men now suffer for 
tho crime of being poor. But times have changed 
since then. Year by year Spiritualists have been 
growing to bo a power in the land—they are now 
strong enough to protest; and if the protest is not 
listened to they will soon be strong enough to 
fight. W ithin their ranks aro now included nien 
of the highest culture and tho greatest learning ; 
men of eminence for their scientific attainm ents;
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men whose good sense, and whose honour and 
probity cannot be doubted; men whose voice—  
when once they are constrained to speak out— it 
will be impossible to disregard. And they will 
be expected to speak ou t; nay, more, not to speak 
only, but to unite in one solid phalanx in doing 
battle for the right.

W e are pleased to learn that already many 
memorials have been very numerously signed call­
ing upon the Home Secretary to release Mr. M at­
thews from his imprisonment without delay. As 
a matter of fact, so far as we have the means of 
judging, the Home Secretary will have no power, 
as he will have no ground, to grant the prayer of 
the memorialists. The prisoner has been con­
victed according to law, and has accepted his con­
viction without notice of appeal; but the memo­
rials will at least servo the very excellent purpose 
of a protest against the law itself, and against the 
interpretation that has been placed upon it. It is 
the law, however, that must be attacked ; and 
that, too, with vigour and persistency, till honest 
mediums are relieved from its operation. The 
Whole question, we are glad to see, has been 
promptly taken in hand by the British National 
Association; and we have no doubt that the Asso­
ciation will do its work wisely and well. Of course 
We do not know at present what steps it will be 
deemed best to adopt; but we have reason to 
believe that it will take legal advice on the sub­
ject, and shape its course accordingly. To our­
selves it seems obvious that— whatever else may 
be done— the method of procedure should include 
an influential deputation to a leading member of 
the new ministry, the presentation of petitions to 
both Houses of Parliament, and the forwarding of 
copies of these petitions to every member of the 
legislature, to all the judges, and to the chairmen 
of quarter sessions throughout the country. And 
this should be done again and again, if necessary, 
till public opinion has been enlightened, and the 
importunity has been rewarded by the desired 
success. No body of men in the kingdom can do 
this work so efficiently as the B.N.A.S., because 
there is none which has so much influence at its 
commaud. But in the pursuit of its purpose it 
must be well sustained. The object cannot be 
achieved without a considerable expenditure of 
money, and friends everywhere should join the 
Association at once, and thus increase its power, 
and replenish its funds. Some provincial Spiri­
tualists have occasionally questioned the value of 
a central association like the B .N .A .S .; but they 
have now a proof of its real worth, and we trust 
that they will give abundant evidence of their own 
sympathy and sincerity by a prompt and generous
assistance.

gfjrfts.

The Annual Meeting of themembers of the B.N.A.S., 
will take place at 38, Great Russell Street, at half­
past six o’clock on the evening of Tuesday, the 18th 
inst. As there will be some important business for 
transaction, it is in the highest degree essential that 
there should be a good attendance, and we therefore 
trust that every member who can do so will co n sid er  
it  a  d u ty  to be p resen t. By a reference to the pro­
ceedings at the last Council Meeting, reported in this 
month’s number of Spiritual Notes, it will he seen 
that the Annual Meeting will be asked to assent to 
the reduction of the Council to thirty-six members, 
twelve of whom shall retire annually. Other matters, 
too, are coming to the front—notably the relation of 
public mediums to the law—which require serious con­
sideration, and in relation to which the Council will 
he glad to have a free expression of the veiws of the 
Members of the Association, that their hands may be 
strengthened for a crusade against iniquitous laws 
under which the most honest and conscientious medium 
is liable to the pain and ignominy of imprisonment as a 
rogue and vagabond. Against these laws no body in 
Great Briiian can fight with so much promise of suc­
cess as the B.N.A.S.

Mrs. Sixpson, of Chicaco, known as the celebrated 
“ Flower Medium,” contemplates visiting London. 
We can assure her of a hearty welcome. As her won­
derful manifestations occur in broad daylight, her 
mediumship will be valuable in confounding sceptics.

Mrs. Fletcher’s Wednesday evenings seances at 
the rooms of the B.N.A.S, are a great success. They 
attract large gatherings and great interest is manifested 
in the proceedings. Very fine tests are frequently <<* 
given, and the answers to questions sent up in writing 
by the audience are surprisingly ready and to the point. 
Members of the Association are admitted free, and 
on application to the Secretary may have tickets for 
the introduction of friends.

T he 32nd Anniversary of Modern Spiritualism was 
kept at Steinway Hall on the first Sunday in April. 
Services were held both in the morning and evening. 
That in tho evening was very well attended, the Hall 
being comfortably full. The speakers wero Mrs. 
Fletcher and Mr. Stainton-Moses.

It is a noticeable fact that both speakers dwelt on somo 
of the religious aspects of Spiritualism. Mrs. Fletcher, 
whose address was full of eloquence and beauty, vin­
dicated for the Mediums of to-day a place along side 
of the Bible worthies who were, in their day, the 
vehicles of Divine Power. She alluded in very feeling 
terms to the unrighteous and harsh sentence just 
passed on Mr. Matthews, and urged Spiritualists to 
some united action for its repeal.

Mr. Stainton-Moses spoke of the parallel between 
the days of Christ and our own, and of that between 
these and tho state of tho Corinthian Church in the 
days of Paul. In that church were ignorance, open 
sin, grossuess, dissension, and yet the Truth; though 
it must have been very difficult for an educated 
dweller in Corinth to see and accept this— almost as 
hard as it was for a Pharisee to believe that from the Cross 
where Christ hung would proceed a Religion the most 
pure and beautiful that the world had yet seen. He 
had no doubt of the future of Spiritualism, in spite of 
the unlovely report that too frequently was all that
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the world heard respecting it. It had aspects pro­
foundly interesting to the Scientist, tho Philosopher, 
the llcligionist, and it touched in its broadest aspects 
the great heart of Humanity, with its universal craving 
for reunion with its loved ones who have preceded 
us within thi veil.

E x c e l l e n t  music added to the charm of a  harmonious 
meeting. Mr. Fletcher's work at Stein way Hall is 
one of tho greatest value and of considerable permanent 
success. Tho higher credit is duo to him that ho 
works single-handed, tho full burden of tho weekly 
sendees being on his shoulders.

Mr. E t e s  S a r g e n t  has rendered conspicuous sendee 
to Spiritualism in countless ways and throughout a 
long course of years. His last work has been to bring 
the Rev. Joseph Cook face to face with the psycho­
graphic phenomena which occur through the medium- 
ship of Mr. Watkins. The séance was held in Mr. 
Sargent’s library in the presence of niuo persons, five 
of whom were unbelievers in the reality of tho alleged 
phenomena of spiritualism. Mr. Cook had protected 
himself from all potential assaults of tho Evil One by 
taking with him liis family physician, and was further 
supported by his wife. That lady was fuither fortified 
by the presence of a friend ‘ ‘ who herself had per­
formed psychic experiments for Mrs. Stowe,”  and who 
was therefore a judge of such things. Thus guarded, 
Mr. Joseph Cook ventured as ho says, “  to meet a 
psychic,”  and this is what occurred.

F ive strong gas jets being alight, four over and ono 
in the middle upon the tablo ; the slates having been 
‘ ‘ cleaned with the utmost care,”  and “ never once 
removed from tho sight of the nine persons who 
watched them and while “  a dozen hands in full light 
were tightly clasped about the slates,” all distinctly 
heard tho grating sound mado by a slate pencil. On 
opening the slates the fragment of pencil was found 
to be worn by friction. This experiment, it will bo 
seen, was conducted in a manner which absolutely 
precludes deception. The slates were not even con­
cealed from view by being placed under tho tablo as is 
the usual practice of Dr. Slade.

F uetiieemore Mr. Cook had written during Watkins’ 
absence from the room the name of Warner Cook, 
with tho question, “  When did my father dio ?” This 
he had folded into a “  tight small pellet,”  and had 
mixed it with a number of others, so that ho was unable 
to distinguish it from others in the collection. Wat­
kins told the name correctly, and gave an important 
message from Mr. Warner Cook. Ho was then much 
convulsed, and took two slates, and placod them on tho 
table before him, and a hand, palm downwards, on 
each. The slates were carofully examined, and a 
crumb of pencil placed between them. All present 
grasped tho slates by the rim, and the Psychic made 
passes over Mr. Cook’s hands. “  His face shewed 
strong efforts of will; his whole countenance energised ; 
he seemed to be in an agony of volition ; his features 
changed their expression to one of great vigour and 
determination ; and yet, while this look was kept up, 
ho was shedding tears. It was in this mood of the 
psychic that audible writing began, and when it was 
finished, he returned to his usual stato.”  The writing 
was, “ I think in 1812, but am not sure. Warner 
Cook.” The date was correct.

I t is noteworthy that Mr. Watkins has beforo 
claimed that theso psychogruphic experiments are tho 
product of his own will-power in, at least, some cases, 
¿lias Kislingbury, writing from New York, on October

26, 1S77, gave an interesting account (“ Fsyehography,” 
by “ M.A. Oxon,” p. 3,) of some experiments which sho 
mado with Mr. Watkins. She says, that ho “  boldly 
volunteered tho opinion that tho phenomena arc, in 
many cases, produced by the action of his own spirit.” 
Ho has no evidence, ho thinks, of the action of de­
parted spirits in his public experiments, though he has 
proof of their communication with him privately. Bo 
this as it may, tho experiment in Mr. Sargent’s library 
convinced Mr. Cook that what occurred was bond fide, 
and ho and his family physician and tliree other 
observers signed a formal declaration of the facts on the 
spot.

T h e  Eev. Joseph Cook is a man of considerable in­
fluence in America. “  Half the sermons in New 
lin gland get their tono from Mr. Cook’s Monday 
Lectures,” it is said. If so, there will he a very 
desirablo infusion of tho Spiritual element into New 
England Theology, for Mr. Cook boldly told his 
peoplo what ho had seen, and though he tried hard 
to explain away tho import of what lie had witnessed, 
ho boro testimony to the facts. That is enough. 
Mr. Cook may attribute them to tho Devil if I10 
pleases. That does not matter. When the facts 
aro fairly faced, and their reality admitted, we 
will deal with the theories and let tho sawdust 
out of Mr. Cook’s bogie. His mental attitude may 
bo gathered from ono of his conclusions, “  Mate­
rialism is overthrown utterly by the facts proving tho 
existence of a psychic force.” That will do for the 
present.

A t tho Discussion Meeting on Monday, April 12, 
tho rooms of tho B.N.A.S. wero very full, a very 
largo numbers of enquirers being present. The ad­
dress was delivered by Mr. J. William Fletcher on 
“  Some of tho Ghosts I havo seen.”  He spoke chiefly 
to Spiritualists, and assumed a certain amount of 
knowledge on tlio part of his hearers. His cases of 
apparitions wore selected with good judgement, stress 
being laid on those which wero seen by more than ono 
person, or which established their identity by somo 
means. Mr. Fletcher considered that all spirits camo 
with a definite purpose, though it was not always easy 
to gather the exact cause of attraction.

I n tho discussion that followed, several enquirers 
asked questions bearing on tho cases which had been 
adduced ; and ono gentleman seemed to think that it 
was unlikely that the Almighty would permit spirits 
to wander out of safe keeping. As, however, he knew 
nothing about Spiritualism, and cannot bo supposed to 
be in the counsels of the Almighty, his speculations ns 
to what God would or would not do with spirits, if 
such tlicro bo, woie not very valuable. The discussion 
was well sustained by Mr. Shorter, Mrs. Blnko, 
Mr. Stainton Mosos, Mr. Eeimers, Mr. Ashton, and 
tho Chairman, Mr. Desmond I’itz-Gerald.

At the . Meeting on April 19, Madame de Steiger 
read apapor of great interest on “  Somo of tho Religious 
Aspects of Spiritualism.” She considered that wo 
were too eager in our search after signs and wonders. 
This was to begin at the wrong end. She propounded 
as her theory that man is the relic of a fall from a 
golden age of perfection. Onco on a time he was ono- 
witli his Creator. Now he is striving after a resur­
rection from a degraded stato to one of innocence from 
which he had fallen. lieligion everywhere, she 
thought, was ono and tho same in essence; and Spi­
ritualism, the world’s great protest against tho crushing' 
weight of Materialism. This, however, was only ono 
step on the way. Wo needed to know ourselves, the-
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potencies of our own spirits, the true methods of vindi­
cating our birthright. Theosophy was the comple­
ment of Spiritualism.

I n the discusson that followed, opened by Dr. 
Wyld and sustained by Mr. Shorter, Mr. Fletcher, Mr. 
Tapp, and Mr. Stainton Moses, exception was re­
peatedly taken to the notion of man’s fall from a 
golden age to a state of degradation, as being a hypo­
thesis inconsistent with fact, especially with modem 
theories of evolution. Mr. Stainton Moses pointed out 
that Theosophists were too much inclined to ignore the 
action of spirit external to man, and to make too much 
of what, however, Spiritualists were too much inclined 
to ignore, the necessity for cultivating the inherent 
potencies of the incarnate spirit. Ho thought that 
Spiritualism had given us quite as much as we deserved, 
and looked to a study of the psychological conditions 
under which phenomena are evoked for a solution of 
many of the difficulties that now beset the study of 
tho question. We got, he opined, just what we were 
fit for, and what we fitted ourselves for. It was a 
very hopeful sign that the attention of thoughtful 
Spiritualists was being increasingly directed to the re­
ligious side of the question. For Spiritualism was to 
modem Christianity just what the teaching of Jesus 
Christ was to old Judaism. The world was ripe for 
advanced spiritual teaching, and was getting it by 
slow degrees. Witness the advance in theological 
teaching within the churches since Spiritualism had 
leavened them. A  cordial vote of thanks to Madame 
de Steiger closed the proceedings.

Air. J. H . S t e v e n s  has resigned office as secre­
tary of the Goswcll Hall Sunday Sendees Committee. 
It is likely that Mr. Hcrbst, late of Capo Town, -will 
bo his successor.

B aeon IlELLEXBucir, the representative of Spiri­
tualism in Austria, as Professor Zöllner is in Ger­
many, is, wo hear, indefatigablo in his exertions on 
behidf of the cause. He has already published several 
Works in which Spiritualism is recognised, and is about 
to issue a volume entitled “  The Intelligible World,” 
which is looked for wdth no little eagerness.

It is quite impossible to over-estimate the good that 
is done to Spiritualism by the publication of such 
books as those of Mr. Stainton Moses. Wo offer no 
apology for thus translating his nom de plume of 
“ M.A., Oxon.”  Most of our readers understand the 
pseudonym; and if there should be any who do not it 
is just as well that they should bo made aware who it 
is that lends the weight of his unquestioned influence 
to the cause. The volume just published is called 
‘ ‘ The Higher Aspects of Spiritualism,”  and, if we 
may compare great things with small, it appears to 
us that tliis volume is calculated to exercise very much 
tho same kind of influence as was excited by Professor 
Do Morgan’s preface to his wife’s book “ From Matter 
to Spirit.”  That was addressed to an earlier genera­
tion of Spiritualists, and since then “  things have 
happened.”  M.A.’s book represents the most ad­
vanced stage of thought, and from the first page to 
tlio last it is made evident that a most cultured mind 
is addressing himself to readers who are like minded. 
This is specially evident in the portions of the work 
which deal with the religious and scientific aspects of 
Mr. Stainton-Moses’ great subject.

T hebe is one point in which, above all others, this 
book, “ The Higher Aspects of Spiritualism,”  strikes 
2?. as taking a salutary view of the wholo question. 
Without treating Spiritualism as a purely esoteric

system it points out tho superiority of wrhat may bo 
called its domestic aspect. Spiritualism is greatest in 
the family circle; and we have special means of know­
ing that Mr. Stainton Moses is speaking within tho 
mark when he dwells on the large number of unsus­
pected Spiritualists who are to be found in our house­
holds.

B ut, at the same time, M. A. recognises the neces­
sity of organisation. “ It could never, I think,”  ho 
says, “  give to the chance inquirer the conviction to be 
got only from private investigation. It could never 
supply the place of tho family circle, never oven pre­
sumo to interfere with that stronghold of our faith. 
But as a defensive organisation, capable of becoming 
offensive, too, under unrighteous attack, it seems to me 
to bo almost a necessity. It is one of the glories of 
the British National A ssociation of Spiritualists which 
will never fade, that it saved Slade -when other means 
would have been almost helpless.”

"We have received a copy of Mr. J. J. Morse’s 
“ American List; new and revised edition,”  and 
notice a considerable reduction in the price of American 
books, which are supplied by him postage free at tho 
rates quoted. Mr. Morse is doing a service in thus 
bringing transatlantic publications within easy reach 
of English readers.

The distinguished savant, Flammarion, in tho course 
of a letter to one of our correspondents, writes:— “ My 
opinion is not yet formed about Spiritualism. There 
is in it a new order of facts which must be studied, 
hut one loses so much time at it, and tho wmrld goes 
round so fast! I do not, however, despair of forming 
an opinion about it one day.”

Mes. Anna Kimball has been staying at Nice during 
tho past winter; she expects to be in London about 
tho beginning of this month.

Me. S. C. Hall has just been rewarded for hi8 
services to art and literature by a civil pension 
of £150.

M e . F e a n k  E v e r it t  read a paper on “  Spiritualism”  
before the members and friends of the Socrates Lite­
rary and Debatiug Society in Bamsbury-road, Isling­
ton, on Friday evening last, the 30th ult.

The “  Savannah Abend Zeitung,”  quoted in Lick1 
mchr Licht, gives the following method of distinguish­
ing genuine Spiritualist phenomena from the imita­
tions produced by jugglers. In the former tho pulsa­
tion of tho medium is found to be very considerably 
reduced, and there is a corresponding fall in tho tem­
perature of the skin. When the phenomena are pro­
duced by the action of a pretended medium, or through 
the intervention of a confederate, tho pulse, even if 
not accelerated, will not bo reduced, and the tempera­
ture of the body will remain normal.

A  c o r r e sp o n d e n t  of the Frankfurter Zeitung thinks 
that the “ faculty ”  of Leipzig should offer their Spiri­
tualist colleagues the alternative of admitting their 
error, and abstaining in future from publishing such 
“ absurdities,”  or of retiring from their professorial 
duties ! Very kind advice certainly, but not very likely 
to be taken we hope.
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Dr,. ItoBEiiT F e i e s e , of Breslau, has communicated 
to the Council of the B .N .A .S . an account of some ex­
periments by which ho thinks ho has demonstrated in 
a very easy way the existence of magnetic and spiritual 
forces. W e do not see that the results which he has 
obtained establish anything more than is abundantly 
proved by the levitation of material objects at ordinary 
physical seances. If, however, the success of the ex­
periments can always be depended upon, they certainly 
have the merit of simplicity. I f  some of our medium- 
istic readers w ill try them avo shall be glad to record 
the results.

The Journal de Magnétisme gives a series of physio­
gnomic. and pathognomic studies on the hand, wifli 
particular reference to the indications of character fur­
nished by the nails. The author maintains that thick 
nails show a Avant of tact and perspicacity, Avith slow­
ness of conception, and a certain narrowness of intel­
lect. If, at the same time, hard, they indicate brutal 
energy and resolution, unaccompanied by intelligence. 
If soft, they betray indecision.

A c co r d in g  to a correspondent of Licht mehr Licht 
Dr. Hedler, of Hamburg, calls on the magistracy to 
take proceedings against ¡Spiritualist schoolmasters and 
professors. The Berliner Tageblatt also denounces the 
members of a Spiritualist association with a view to 
deprive them of the use of a municipal room for their 
meetings.

Is Talmage among the prophets? After all hi8 
vulgar tirades against Spiritualism, Avhich, no doubt,
‘ ‘ paid,’ ’ he began his Easter Sunday sermon on “ 'the 
Decorated Grave ’ ’ thus :— “ Looking around the 
church this morning, seeing flowers in wreaths, and 
flowers in stars, and flowers in crosses, and flowers in 
croAA-ns, billoAvs of beauty, conflagration of beauty, I  
feel as if  I  stood in a small heaven. You say these 
floAvers Avill fade. Yes, but perhaps avo may see them 
again. They may be immortal. The fragrance of 
the flower may be the spirit of the floAver; tho body of 
the flower dying on earth, its spirit may appear in 
better worlds. 1  do not say it will bo so. t ho an­
cestors of these tuberoses and camellias and japouicas 
and jasmines und heliotropes Averc bom in Paradise. 
These apostles of beauty came doAvn in tho regular 
line of apostolic succession. Their ancestors, during 
the flood underground, afterward appeared. Tho world 
started with 1 den, it will end Avith Eden. Heaven is 
called a Paradise of God. Paradise means flowers. 
While theological geniuses in this day are trying to 
blot out everything material from their idea of heaven, 
and, so far as I cun tell, their future state is to he a 
floating around somewhere between tho Great Bear 
and the Dipper, I should not be surprised if at last 1 
can pick up a daisy on the everlasting hills, and hear 
it  say, ‘ I am one of the glorified floAvers of earth. 
Don’t you remember m e? I Avorshipped with you on 
Easter morning in 1 8 8 0 .’ ”  Spiritualism does indeed 
crop up in very unexpected places all the world over.

NEW MANIFESTATIONS.

W e  t a k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  Banner o f  L ig h t:—

“ During a social call (from Avliicli I have just 
returned) at Col. Ease’s, corner of Oxford and 
North Fifteenth streets, I witnessed a new phase 
(to me at least) of tho finger-writing phenomenon

p u r p o r t i n g  to  b e  e x e c u t e d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  
W a n a t a h ,  a n  I n d i a n  c h i e f  o f  t h e  C h e r o k e e s ,  Avho 
d i e d  a b o u t  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  a g o .  A  l i t t l e  p a l e -  
f a c e d  b o y ,  i n  b i s  t w e l f t h  y e a r ,  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  
F r a n k  A .  I IoA vard ,  a f t e r  shoAving m e  t h e  b a l l  o f  
h i s  f o r e f i n g e r  t o  i n s p e c t ,  t o o k  a  p i e c e  o f  w h i t e  
p a p e r  f r o m  m y  h a n d ,  Avhich h e  p l a c e d  o n  a  s l a t e  
l y i n g  i n  h i s  l a p ,  a n d  dreAV t h e r e o n  f ivo  p e t a l s  o f  
a  s t a r - s h a p e d  f lo w e r  i n  r e d .  e a c h  p e t a l  a n  i n c h  i n  
i t s  l o n g e s t  d i a m e t e r .  W i t h o u t  o n c e  r e m o v i n g  
h i s  f i n g e r  f r o m  t h o  p a p e r ,  h e  t h e n  d r e tv  w i t h  i t  
a  s t e m  a n d  tAVO l e a v e s  s o m e  tAVO i n c h e s  i n  l e n g t h ,  
a l l  i n  c l e a r  b l u e ,  a n d  a l s o  a  s t a r  i n s i d e  t h e  i losver  
o f  t h e  s a m e  c o l o u r .  T h e  l i t t l e  a r t i s t  w a s  v e r y  
m o d e s t  a n d  u n o b t r u s i v e ,  b u t  t o l d  m e ,  i n  r e p l y  to  
q u e r i e s ,  t h a t  h i s  s p i r i t - g u i d e  s o m e t i m e s  m a d e  u s o  
o f  s e v e n  o r  m o r e  d i l l e r e n t  c o l o u r s  i n  t h e  A vrit ings 
a n d  d raAvings m a d e  Avith t h e  f o r e f i n g e r  o f  h i s  
r i g h t  b a r d .  M r s .  E a s e  i n t r o d u c e d  m e  t o  M r s .  
B e s t ,  a  m o s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  d raAviug m e d i u m ,  
a n d  s h o w e d  m e  s o m e  s p e c i m e n s  o f  h e r  A vonder -  
f u l  a r t ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s  a  b e a u t i f u l  f e m a l e  
h e a d ,  e x e c u t e d  i n  p a s t e l  p a i n t i n g ,  i n  m a k i n g  
w h i c h  t h e  i n s p i r e d  a r t i s t  u s e d  t h e  b a l l s  o f  two 
o f  h e r  f i n g e r s  a t  o n e  a n d  t h o  s a m e  t i m e ,  i n s t e a d  
o f  p e n c i l  o r  b r u s h .  I t  Avas m a r v e l l o u s  Iioav t h e  f in e  
f i b re s  o f  t h e  h a i r  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  so  n i c e l y  a n d  
n a t u r a l l y  e x e c u t e d  i n  t h a t  Avay, a s  t h e y  r e a l l y  Avere. 
T h e  c o l o u r s  w e r e  a l s o  l a i d  o n  Avith a  r a p i d i t y  
i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t o  m e r e  m o r t a l  a r t i s t s .  M r .  A .  L .  
H a t c h ,  o f  A s t o r i a ,  N.Y., h a s  t w o  s p i r i t  p i c t u r e s  
draAvn b y  M r s .  F r e n c h ,  i n  Avhich t h e  m e d i u m i s t i c  
a r t i s t  u s e d  four p e n c i l s  i n  o n e  h a n d ,  a l l  a t  t h e  s a m e  
m o m e n t .  T h e y  w e r o  e x e c u t e d  e a c h  i n  l e s s  t h a n  
t h i r t y  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  s u r e  I  a m  t h a t  n o  m e r e l y  
e a r t h l y  p o w e r  c o u l d  c o p y  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
p e r f e c t io n  i n  a s  m a n y  d a y s ,  e a c h  d a y  c o u n t e d  f o r  a  
m i n u t e .  A t  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e  s i t t i n g  
I  r e c e n t l y  h a d  Avith M r s  E a t i e  B .  R o b i n s o n ,  a t  h e r  
o ld  “ M e c c a ,”  2 1 2 3 ,  B r a n d y A v in e - s t r c e t ,  t h a t  f a r -  
f a m e d  a n d  e m i n e n t l y  u s e f u l  m e d i u m  t o l d  m e  t h a t  
s h e  n e v e r  kneAV a  t i m e  Avhen t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  e n q u i r y  
f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  AA'orld a b o u t  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  
S p i r i t u a l i s m  t h a n  a t  t h o  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t . — Y o u r 3  
t r u l y ,  T h o m a s  I t .  H a za u d , P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  M a r c h  1 5 .”

*** Bi order that this list may be useful for reference 
purposes, secretaries of societies arc particularly re­
quested to notify to the Editor of Spiritual Notes 
any change of title, address, name of officer, or otnrf 
correct ions. This list is inserted puke of charge.

METROPOLITAN.
British National Association of Spiritualists. 38, Great 

Russell Street, Bloomsbury, Loudon, \Y C. Miss 
0 . A. Burke, Secretary.

Brixton Psychological Society. G, Akerman Road, 
Brixton, London, S.W. Mr. IT. E. Frances, Hon. 
Secretary, 22, Cotvlcy Road, Brixton, S.W.

Dalston Association of Enquirers into Spiritualism. 
53, Sigdon Road, Dalston Lane, Hackney Downs, 
London E. Mr. Tlios. Blyton, Hon. Secretary.

GosavcII Hall Committee. 290, G osavcII Road, E.C.
Hackney Spiritual Evidence Society, 6, Field View, 

London Fields, Hackney,Loudon, E, Mr. C. Rhys 
Williams, Manager.
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Marylebone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, 
Quebec Hall, 25, Great Quebec Street, London, W. 
Mr. J. M. Dale, Hon. Secretary.

Spiritual Institution and Progressive Library. 15, 
Southampton Row, Ilolborn, London, W.C. Mr. 
James Burns, Proprietor and Manager.

PROVINCIAL.
Batley Carr Association of Spiritualists. Mr. Joseph 

Armitage, Secretary.
Cambridge Association of Investigators into Spirit­

ualism. 7, Pitzroy Street. Mr. James Harpley, 
Secretary.

Cardiff Free Library and Meeting Room. 157, Bute 
Road, Cardiff. Mr. George Sadler, Manager.

Cardiff Spiritual Society. 1, West Luton Place, Cardiff 
Mr. A. J. Smart. Hon. Secretary.

Darlington. Mr. J. Hodge’s Rooms, High Northgate.
Derby Psychological Society. Temperance Hall, Cur- 

zon Street, Derby. Mr. J. Mayle, Hon. Secretary, 
133, Parliament Street, Derby.

Glasgow Association of Spiritualists, 164, Trongate 
Sircet. Mr. John Monro, Secretary,

Geat Yarmouth Association of Investigators into 
Spiritualism, 3, Waterpark Terrace, Southtown 
Road. Mr. R. R. Dale, Secretary.

Hralifax Spiritual Institution. Union Street Yard, 
opposite the Old County Court House, Halifax 
Mr. C. Appleyard, Secretary.

Hull and East Riding of Yorkshire Association of 
spiritualists for Inquirers. 2, Caroline Street, Hull.

Keighley Lyceum. 51, Worth Terrace, Keighley. 
Mr. J. Tillotson, Secretary.

Lancashire District Committee of Spiritualists. Mr. 
Charles Parsons, Secretary, Hume Street 51111, 
Rochdale. Mr. Johnson, Corr. Secretary, 156, 
Mottram Road, Hyde, near Manchester.

Leicester Lecture Hall, Alner Street. Secretary, Mr. 
J. Bent, 1, Town Hall Lane.

Leigh Spiritualists’ Association. Brown Street, Leigh, 
Lancashire. Mr. G. F. Turner, Secretary'.

Liverpool Psychological Society. Mr. H. Morris, 
Hon. Secretary, 35, Cobden Street, Everton, Liver­
pool.

Macclesfield Society of Spiritualists. Mrs. E. Wool- 
lam, Bon. Secretary, 30, Mill Lane, Macclesfield.

Manchester Association of Spiritualists. Temperance 
Hall, Grosvcnor Street, Hulme, Manchester. Mr. R. 
Fitton, Secretary, 44, Walnut Street, Cheetham, 
Manchester.

Manchester and Salford Spiritualists’ Society. S3, 
Chapel Street Salford. Mr. J. Campion, Secretary.

Midland District Spiritualists' Committee. Mr. Farns­
worth, Crosby Street, Derby, Hon. Secretary.

Millom Society of Spiritualists, Ilolborn Hill, Millom, 
Cumberland. Mr. J. E. Sharp, Secretary.

Ncwcast!e-on-Tyno Spiritual Evidence Society. Weir's 
Court, Newgate Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. II. 
A. Kersey, Hon. Secretary, 4, Eslington Terrace, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Nottingham Lyceum. Mrs. Story, Secretary, 32, 
llcdderley Street, Nottingham.

Oldham Society of Spiritualists. Psychological Meet­
ing Room, 180, Union Street. Mr. T. Kershaw, 
Secretary, 8, High Street.

Ossett Spiritual Institution. Ossett Green, near 
the G. N. 11. Station. Sir. C. Hallgath, Secretary.

Rochdale Spiritualist Society. Mr. L. Firth, Secretary, 
16, Equitable Street.

Sowcrby Bridge Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum. Mr. 
E. Broadbent, Secretary, Lyceum Buildings, Hollins 
Lane. Sowerby Bridge.

Yorkshire District Committee of Spirituulists, 2, Cor- 
dingley Street, Bradford. Mr. J. Kealey, Hon. 
Secretary.

Walsall Spiritual Society. 10, George Street, Walsall. 
T. Blinkhorn, Secretary.

THE BANNER OF LIGHT.
Tiie oldest journal devoted to the Spiritual Philosophy 
in the world! Issued weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery-place 
Boston, Mass. Colby and ltich,Publishers and Proprietors 
Isaac B. Rich, Business Manager; Luther Colby, Editor, 
aided by a large corps of able writers.

Terms of subscription, in advance, 15s. per annum 
English agents—J. J. Morse Elm Tree Terraco, Uttoxcter 
Road, Derby; W. H. Harrison, 33, Museum Street, W.
p S Y  CHI SC HE S TU D IE D  A  Monthly
i  _ Journal devoted to the investigation of the unex­
plained phenomena of psychic life. Edited by A l e x a n d r e  
A k s a k o f , and contributed to by several German and 
foreign men of science. Price Is. monthly— Leipsic: 
Olw ald  M u t z e . London: W. H. Harrison, 33, 
Museum Street, W.C.

THOMAS WILKS,
NEWSAGENT, BOOKSELLER, &c.,

299, N E W  N O R T H  R O A D , I S L I N G T O N , E .C .
M r . T iio s . W i l k s  proposes to make a special foaturo of tlio 

more important works in connection with Spiritualism, Psycho­
logy, Mesmerism, and other cognate sciences.
________ Agent ) or “ Spiritual Notes."

L O S S  O F  T I M E  I S  L O S S  O F  M O N E Y !  
A C C ID E N T S  C A U S E  L O S S  O F T IM E ,

And may be provided against by a Policy of the

R A I L W A Y  PASSENGERS’ ASSURANCE
-L V  C O M P A N Y ,

The Oldest and Largest Accidental Assurance Company. 
Assurance against A c c i d e n t s  o f  E v e r y  D e s c r i p t i o n .

Right Hon. LO R D  K 1N N A IR D , Chairman. 
Subscribed Capital, £1,000,000.

A N N U A L f K E M i  U M . C O M P E N S A T I O N .

C L A S S  I. 
Ordinary Risks.

C L A S S  II. 
Hazardous Risks
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£  s. d . £  s .  d £  s- d. £ s. a. £ £  s . d . £ s . a
O IO 0 O 12 O 0 16 0 0 18 0 IOO O 15 O O 3 9
I 0 0 I 5 0 I 12 O I 17 0 25O I IO O O 7 6
I 15 O 2 5 0 3 3 O 3 13 0 50O 3 O O 0 15 O
3 0 0 4 OO 5 5 0 6 5 0 IIOOO 6 0 0 I IO O

A pply for prospectus and full particu lars to T . B l y t o n , Agent 
53. Sigdon R oad, D alston , London, E .

DR. BLUNT’S ELECTRO-MAGNETIC NERVE 
PILLS.

Every sensitive, and all persons of dclicato health and weakened 
nerves, should take D lt. B L U N T ’ S ELECTRO-M AGNETIC 
N E R V E  P IL L S . As a puro n e r v e  t o n i c  these Pills cannot bo 
surpassed. They correct morbid sensibility, quicken and 1 nergise 
nerve force, arouse mental and physical activity, and resuscituto 
the exhausted resources of the “  Vis N ature.”

Price 2s 9d. and 4s. 6d. per Box, p o s t  r e e ,  from J. II. BLU N T 
and K )N S, 46, Drapery, Noithairpton.

~SPIRITUAL NOTES.
P ublish ed  on the 1st of each month, price 2d. Annual 

Subscription, post free, 2s. Gd.

CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS.
Single Insertion,

£  s .  d .
Five lines in column (about 10 words to line) . 0 2 G
Each additional l i n o ....................................... 0 0 G
Half c o l u m n ...............................  . 1 0  0
Whole column..................................................  1 15 0
Whole page. .............................................. 3 0 0
The following reductions are made fora series of insertions: 

Three insertions for price of two.
Six do. do. four
Twelve do. do. eight.

A discount of 10 per cent, allowed on cash payments in 
advance.

Cheques and Tost Office Orders payable to the order of 
\Mr. Thomas Blyton.
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fublisbcrs’ gnnmmtmcnts.
*»* Copies of these and other books can be forwarded 

t o s t  I’BEE to our readers on receipt of the 
published price, bp our Manager, Mb. T iics. 
B l y t o n , 53, Sigdon Hoad, Dalston, London, E.

W O R K S  B Y  M.A. (OXON.)
Just Issued. Price 28. Cd.

H i g h e r  a s p e c t s c f  s p i r i t u a l i s m .
A Statement of the Religious Aspects of tho subject.

Loudon: E . W . A L LE N , n ,  Avo Maria Lane.
J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row.

Glasgow : IIA Y, N ISB E T, and CO., 52, Ropework Lano. 

And at the B .N .A .S , 38, Great Russell Street, W.C.

pSYCHOGRAPHY. By M.A. (Oxon.) A
Collection of Evidence r.s to tho ro ility  of the Phenomena 

of Direct W riting. Cloih, red edges. Price, 5s.

By M.A. (Oxon.) Uniform with u Psychography.”

CPIR1T IDENTITY: an Argument for the
Reality of the Return of Departed Human Spirits, illus­

trated by many narratives fiom personal experience; together with 
a discussion of some difficulties that beset the enquirer. Price 58.

OPINIONS O F TH E P R E S S . .
“  A  very remarkable book, and one which should bo read by all 

students of modern phases of thought.''— W h i t e h a l l  R e v i e w .
“ A masterly little Work. There is no waste matter in it, nothing 

weak or emotional: it is cool, clear, moderate, and com iso : the 
work of a scholar who knows how to learn and how to teach.”—  
B a n n e r  o f  L i g h t .

“  Tho author is among tho ablest advocates of Spiritualism in 
England, and everything ho writes is valuable, A clear and 
thoughtful style : high scholastic culture and literary ability.”—  
R e l i g i o - P h i l o s o p h i c a l  J o u r n a l .

« Written in tho cautious, scholarly, elevated tone that charac­
terises all the author’s productions. Tho narratives are of unusual 
interest,” —M i n d  a n d  M a t te r .

** This invaluable little volume . . .  a practical handbook 
for the guidance of wise investigators that should take its place in 
the library of every earnest Spiritualist.”— P s y c h o l o g i c a l  R e v i e w .

•‘ It is quite refreshing to lead wise reflections and valuablo 
suggestions on theso topics from so able and logical a pen. In 
matters relating to Spirituali-m, whatever ‘ M.A. (Oxon.)’ has 
undertiken to do, ho has dono well. In  this little book he lias 
done better than ever.”— S p i r i t u a l  N o t e s .

W. H. HARRISON, 38, Museum Street.

Just Published, Printed on Superior Paper, Cloth, Bevelled Edges, 
Price Five Shillings, or Five and Sixpence Post Freo.

c p i i i i t u a l i s m : a s  a  n e w  r a s i s  o f
O  B E L IE F .

B y John S . F arm er.

O PIN IO N S O F T H E  P R E S S .
«* Mr. Farmer's calm and temperuto stylo, fie t from exaggera­

tion, and not without a certain clearness of statement and logical 
power of definition, is one suited to tho handling of such a sub­
ject as tlie religious side of Spiritualism . . . .  It is high y desirablo 
. . . .  to present to tho world a higher view of tho aims of Spiritual­
ism* than they can gain from the columns of tho D a i l y  T e le g r a p h y  
or even from the superfine cynicism of tho S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w .  ’1 his Mr. Farmer has done with considerable success. His volume 
contains, moreover, a clearly written account of the rise of the 
movement, and a very compleio reply . . . . t o  some of tho stock 
objections which arc perpetually recurrent. Tho volumo desorves 
all praise for its methodical arrangement, as well us for tho excel­
lence of its tyi-ography. The type is clear and good, tho pages 
well spaced, and the wholo book very plousaut both to hand aud 
t y e . ” — P s y c h o l o g i c a l  R e v ie w .

•• It contains a good deal of vigorous writing against Material­
ism.”— 77r* I n q u i r e r .

** A very useful feature in Mr. Farmer’s book is a statement of 
stock objections to Spiritualism, with au-wers thereto, llo  has 
done excellent service in collecting together what can be urged 
p r o  and c o n .” — S p i r i t u a l  N o t e s .

Mr. S .C . H a l l , F. a. A ., und Editor of tho A  r t  J o u r n a l ,  says;—  
“ Your book is both useful and interesting; a very serviceable 
addition to the literature of Spiritualism.”

London: E. W. Allen, i i , Ave Maria L ane, E.C.

NOVELETTE BY F. J. THEOBALD.
Just Ready, price 2s.,

“ B O B  A N D  I,”
OR

FORGET-ME-NOTS FROM GOD'S GARDEN.
JA M E S C LA R K E  and CO., 13, Fleet Street, E.C.

HEAVEN OrENED, or Messages from our
Littlo  Ones. Two parts complete in  one, is.

OPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE, com-
pared with M ODERN S P R IIU A L IS M , prico 2S.

E. W . A LLE N , 11, Ave Maria Lano, E.C.
May also be had at the B.N .A.S, 38, Great Russell Street, E.C.

T H I R D  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N  !
J u s t  P u b l i s h e d ,  592 p p . ,  d e m y  8 v o .  P r i c e  Os. F r e e  b y  P o s t ,  y s .

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA :
H IS E X PER IE N CES IN E A R T H  L IF E  A N D  S P IR IT  LIB E.

Communicated through the Mediumship of 
Mr. D a v i d  D u g u i d , tho Glasgow Trauce-Painiing Medium.

J. J . M O R S E , P ro g re s s iv e  L ite ra tu re  A g e n c y , 
22, P a la t in e  R o a d , S tok e N e w in g to n , L o n d o n , N ,

Just Published, prico 7s. 6d.

‘ ‘ BETWEEN THE LIGHTS,”
by L IS E T T E  E A R L E .

Fivo Charming stories in 0110 volumo: highly praised by tho 
Press, and of special interest to Spiritualists.

REM IN GTON  and CO., Arundel St., Strand, and all Booksellers.

Crown 8vo., pp. 155, cloth, price 3s.

AN E S S A Y  ON S P IR IT U A L  E V O L U T IO N ,
Considered in its bearing upon Modem Spiritualism, 

Science, and lleligion.
B y J. P. B.

“ This is a very ingonious work. . . . I t is eclecticism has 
led him to rocoguhe philosophic unity and system in more than 
one popular scherno of metaphysics, aud wo havo rarely lxod so 
completo a r e s u m é  of all tho prevalent schools of irhilosophy.” —  
P a l l  M a l l  G a z e t t e .

London : TR U B N E R  and CO., Ludgato H ill.

ALLAN KARDEC (Blackwell’s Translations).
TH E  S P IR IT S ’ BOOK (1858). From the Hundred and Tw cntiet 

Thousand.
TH E  M EDIUM S’ BOOK (1861). From tho Eighty-fifth Thousand 

H E A V E N  A N D  IIE L L  (1863). From tho Sixtieth Thousand.
_________ Price 73. 6d. T rubner  a n d  Co., London._________

Now ready, Prico 6d., tho May number of

' p I I E  PHRENOLOGICAL MAGAZINE-

Contents ;— Phrenological Sketch of Dean Stanley (with Portrait) 
—  Plain and Skull— Phrenology in Choosing a Profession— Balance 
of Power— Moral Idiotcy— Children at School— Gossip, &c., &o.

L .  N. FO W LER, Publisher and Phrenologist,
Imperial Buildings, Ludgato Circus, London ; or any bookseller.

SOCIAL NOTES.
Published Weekly, price id., and Monthly, price 6d.

Correspondence for insertion on all subjects concerning Social 
Reforms, Social Requirements, and Social Progress, whether ac­
companied with tho names of tho writers or not, ns they may 
prefer, will bo received with thanks. Such communications to be 
addressed to tho Editor, 16, Southarapton-streot, Strand, W.C.

Published at iG, Southampton-street, und may be had of all 
Booksellers; und at Smith and Son’s and W illing’s Railway 
Bookstalls.

THE SPIRITUAL PIONEER,
A Monthly Sheet devoted to the Teachings and 

Philosophy of Spiritualism, and intended fur  
Free Distribution by Circles and Societies.

P rice3 S . p er ioo : 50 p o st free t s .  t o d .; 12 p o st free s |d . 
W . II. L& M BE LLE, 63, Manchester Itoad Bradford.
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PENTON TAILORING ESTABLISHMENT,
26, P E N T O N  S T R E E T ,  N.

E V E R I T T  & S O N ,
Desire to announce to their Friends and the Public generally that they have now a large and well assorted

STOCK OF GOODS I 8 PRESENT SEASON.

They are prepared to supply good and serviceable

B U S IN E S S  S U IT S  OF B L U E  S E R G E , M IX E D  T W E E D , C H E V IO T , AN D 
SA X O N Y  S U IT IN G S , FROM  £2 as.,

AN D  STR O N G  W E L L -M A D E  T R O U S E R S  FROM  13s. P E R  P A IR .

OVERCOATS IN EVERY VARIETY OF COLOUR FROM ONE GUINEA.

Morning Coats, of Superfine Black, Berlin, Diagonal, and 
Fancy Coatings, from 30s.

A very Choice Selection of

S C O T C H ,  A N G O L A ,  T W E E D ,
AND

"W E S T  O ¡E1 23 IN' C3- I j -A. IT 3D T E O  IT S E  E  I  N G  S .
In all the Newest Designs.

Their £2 2s. Frock Coats, and 20s. Black Doe Trousers, which they have 
always made leading articles, continue to give the greatest satisfaction.

BOY’S SAILOR SUITS, FROM 6s. 6d.

Knickerbocker Suits, tastily trimmed, from 10s. 6d. A trial of these Specialities is solicited.

E. & S. have an efficient and intelligent staff of workmen, so that gentlemen 
may depend upon their orders being executed with punctuality and despatch.

The greatest possible attention is paid to the style, fit, and finish of every 
garment.

Durability of material and economy in price are made special features of 
business.

G EN TLEM EN  WAITED UPON AT THEIR OWN RESIDENCES.

COUNTRY ORDERS PROMPTLY A T T E N D E D  TO.

L A D I E S '  R I D I N G  H A B I T S  A N D  J A C K E T S
MADE TO ORDER IN THE LATEST ST YLE.
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IN S T R U M E N T S  T A K E N  
IN E X C H A N G E .

Further particulars, and speci­
men instrument to he seen at the 
Show Rooms, 309, Upper Street, 
Islington, London, N. ; Madamo 
Ourry’s Musical Repository, 74, 
Ralston Lane, London, E .; and 
T. Bly ton, 53, Sigdon Road, Dalsto w 
Lane, Hackney Downs, London,B.

S P E C I A L I T I E S —
Best Workmanship and Finish. Brilliant Tone and Easy Touch. Moderate Prices.

FOOD
O P

S HEALTH.

AS PORRIDCE,

Bl a n c m a n g e , 

Pu d d in g s , &c

ONE Meal a Day will give health to thousands
who are now suffering from Dyspepsia, Constipation, and 

heir attendant maladies.
8d. per ilh. packet.

DR. NICHOLS’ ^SANITARY SOAP.
P u r e s t  S o a p  M a d e .

Sold by Chemists, Grocers, &c.
a d s h e a d v s  d e k e y  c e m e n t ,

For repairng Glass, China, Parian Marble, l ’apiov Macho 
Leather Ornaments, Cue Tips, Fancy Cabinet Work, and 

for Setting Precious Stones.
\e Derby Cement is the best ever offered to the public 

for repairing Meerschaum Pipes. The Strongest and 
Quickest Setting Cement in the World, beautifully Trans 
parent, and defies separation.
In Lotties at Cd. and Is. each. A samplo Lottie sent to 

any address on receipt of 12 stamps.

ADSHEADVS s i l v e r  s o a p ,
For Cleaning Gold, Silver, and Electro Plate.

A splendid Preparation A single trial will unquestion­
ably secure for it precedence over every other article of 
the kind in use.

In Tablets, 3d. and Gd. each.
I  lil-.FARKi) ONLY BY

W. P. ADSHEAD, MANUFACTURING CHEMIST, 
HELPER.

LONDON* WAREHOUSE l, FINSBURY CIRCUS.

PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY.
22, PALATINE ROAD, STOKE NEWINGTON, LONDON, N.

( E s t a b l i s h e d  1878.)
Agent and Manager, Mr. J. J. MORSE,

INSPIRATIONAL TRANCE SPEAKER.
Mr. Morse is the appointed English Agent of Messrs. 
Colby and Rich, of Boston, U.S., and he keeps a 
choice assortment of their publications constantly on 
sale. He also receives subscriptions for the world re­
nowned B anner o f  L ig h t  at 1 5 s. per annum, post free ; 
and is Agent for the R clig io  P hilosophical jo u r n a l,  of 
Chicago, U .S. Subscriptions, 1 5 s. per annum. Sub­
scriptions received for all periodicals native and foreign. 
Lediures given in all parts of the United Kingdom. 
For terms and dates diredt Mr. MORSE, as above, 
where also all orders or enquiries concerning books, 
&c., will meet with prompt attention. Prospectus 
and catologues free.
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at the end of that term. Also a 
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in Town or Country, by Yearly 
Contract or otherwise.

London : Printed for tho Proprietors by Edwin J ohn D avky, Boy Court, Ludgato Hill, E.C., and Published for them at
53, Sigdon Bond, Dafston, E.
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IJrotitìmtgs of Societies.

B R IT IS H  N A T IO N A L  A SSO CIA TIO N .

M eeting  of Council.
T he Council met on the 13th inst., Alexander 
Calder, Esq., the President, in the chair. The 
other members present were the Rev. W . Stainton 
Moses, Mr. M. Theobald, Mr. Dawson Rogers, 
Mrs. Fitz-Gerald, Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, Mr. 
M. J. Walhouse, Mr. Christian Reimers, Mr. R. 
Pearce, Mr. C. Pearson, Miss Houghton, and Mrs. 
Maltby.

The following were elected members of the 
Association:— Col. Evans, Mr. Bower, Mrs. Bower, 
Mr. H. J. Stevens, Mr. G. G. Francis, and Mrs. 
C. Howell.

Two copies of Miss F. Theobald’s story “ Bob 
and I ” were presented by the authoress, to whom 
a vote of thanks was accorded.

A  letter was received from Mr. Berks T. Hutchin­
son, accompanied by a communication which he had 
addressed to one of the Cape papers in defence of 
Mrs. Comer.

A  letter was received from Mrs. Maltby express­
ing her desire, for private reasons, to discontinue 
her occupation of rooms at 38, Great ltussell-street, 
on the 14th July. The letter was referred to 
the General Purposes Committee.

It was resolved that the annual general meeting 
of members of tho Association should be held at 
half-past six on the evening of Tuesday, May 18.

E xperiments b y  D r. F riese .
The following letter, which had been addressed 

to the President by Dr. Robert Friese, of Breslau, 
was communicated to the Council:—
To the President of the British National Association of 

Spiritualists.
Sib,— As a member of your Association I beg leave 

to inform you of a discovery which I made a few 
days ago, and I shall bo much obliged if you will ap­
point some members of the Association for the pur­
pose of examining the facts, and repeating the follow­
ing experiments:—

First. A physical medium has the power of setting 
in motion a pendulum under the following conditions : 
The pendulum consists of a wooden ball of about 
seven to eight centimetres in diameter attached to a 
horse hair of one metre. After having held this ball 
for about a minute in bis hands the medium removes 
both hands gently to a distance of five to ten centi­
metres, allowing the ball to steady itself. The hands 
must be placed to the right and left of the ball nearly 
parallel. If then the medium draws his hands in this 
position towards his body the ball will follow up to 
an angle of 35, or even 40 degrees. If both hands 
arc placed on the same side of the ball the effect of 
this magnetic attraction is increased.

I have called this apparatus a medium-meter.
Second. After having been touched by the 

medium’s hands the ball is allowed to hang perpen­
dicularly, and both hands are again removed to five 
to ten centimetres distance. A spirit will be able to 
throw this ball out of its position, and thus cause it 
to oscillate. Ho will, on your request, start it with 
considerable power either in the direction of the 
medium’s body, or in an opposite direction, away 
from tho body, but not from hand to hand, the at­
tractive power being equal. If, however, both hands 
ere placed on one side of the ball the spirit will be 
able to swing the ball in any given direction.

The weight of the ordinary ball which I used is 30 
grammes, but I have seen one of 176 grammes thrown 
with great force, and all of a sudden, to above 50 
degrees elongation.

It is well to observe that in the first experiment 
the ball is kept quite steady at the height of 35 
degrees elongation, thus hanging in the air, whilst 
the horsehair with its first position is forming an 
angle of 35 degrees. I also beg to direct the atten­
tion of the experimenters to the peculiarly trembling 
or intermittent motion of the bah when it begins to 
fall.

These experiments will prove of great importance, 
being of a rather more scientific character than table- 
turning, and proving at the same time the existence 
of a specific mediumistic power, and of an invisible 
intelligence near us.

I have no objection to your publishing this letter, 
or tho results of your experiments.— I am, Sir, yours 
very truly, D r . R o b e r t  F r i e s e .

Breslau, Sandscrasse 12.
April 10, 1880.

On the motion of Mr. Stainton-Moses the 
Council expressed their thanks to Dr. Friese for 
his communication, which was referred to the Re­
search Committee.

T he L aw as A ffecting M ediums.
Air. Dawson Rogers called attention to tho re­

cent conviction of a medium at Keighley, in York­
shire, and his sentence to throe months imprison­
ment, under a charge of having used “  subtle 
means or device to deceive and impose ” on Her 
Majesty’s subjects. I t  was useless, he said, to 
discuss the question whether the medium was 
honestly and conscientiously exercising the gift of 
clairvoyance, because it was manifest, under tho 
existing state of the law, and of ignorant preju­
dice against Spiritualism, that he would have been 
equally convicted whether he was honest or not. 
Something must be done to remedy such an 
obvious injustice to conscientious mediums, and 
he would therefore move tho following resolu­
tion :—

That whereas by 5 Geo. IV., cap. S3, sec. 4, it is 
enacted that every person using any “  subtle means 
or device, by palmistry or otherwise, to deceive and 
impose on” any of Her Majesty’s subjects, shall, on 
conviction, be deemed a rogue aud vagabond, and 
may be committed to the House of Correction, there 
to be kept to hard labour for any time not exceeding 
three months ; and whereas this enactment has been 
held to be applicable to Spiritualist mediums without 
evidence that they have intentionally resorted to de­
ception and imposture; this Council is strongly of 
opinion that immediate steps should be taken to 
secure to honest and conscientious mediums a relief 
from tho said penalties, and requests tho General Pur­
poses Committee to adopt such measures as they may 
deem best calculated for tho accomplishment of this 
purpose.

Miss H oughton seconded the resolution.
Mr. S tainton M oses supported the proposal. 

While it was extremely desirable that the Associa­
tion should in no way, directly or indirectly, com­
mit itself to the defence of anything that was not 
perfectly straightforward and h o n a f id e , and so that 
it should move with caution, there could be no 
doubt that it was its bounden duty to defend 
mediums from unjust persecution. This it had 
always been foremost in doing. Witness its 

[ action in Dr. Slade’s case. This it would do when-
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ever opportunity offered. He was the more glad 
that this resolution had been brought forward 
because an American paper, remarkable only for 
the scurrilous language in which it phrased its 
criticisms, and for the frequent absurdity of its 
suggestions, bad lately charged the Association 
with a desire to persecute mediums— (Laughter)—■ 
and had printed some most abusive articles on the 
subject. These were beneath notice save by the 
practical reply which this resolution afforded. 
The Association desired at all times to defend 
honest mediumship, and would do that the more 
effectually by declining to support any medium 
who was not willing to sit under circumstances 
that precluded suspicion.

The motion was then put and carried unani­
mously.

T he C onstitution of tiie C ouncil.
Mr. D awson R ogers said that he was now 

about to ask the Council to take a step ydiich 
would involve their own dissolution. It would be 
remembered that some months ago a memorial 
was presented to them asking them to dissolve, 
that the members might elect a smaller body in 
their place. That memorial was signed by a very 
small number of members, and was, moreover, 
presented at a time when, to accede to its request, 
would have been to endanger the success of the 
winter’s work, as the business of the then approach­
ing season had all been arranged, and the very 
men into whose hands the work had been given 
might have been suddenly swept from amongst 
them. And, besides all this, the proper, as well as 
the most convenient, time for such a change, was 
obviously the annual general meeting. For these 
reasons lie had been opposed to the granting of the 
prayer of the memorial at the time when that 
memorial was presented. He confessed, however, 
that he had all along felt that there was very much 
to be said in favour of the change that had been 
proposed. The size of the Council was such as to 
make it unwieldy, and it was obvious, too, that to 
carry out the rules as they should be carried out, 
by sending notices of all business to a largo number 
of members who never attended, was to incur an 
unnecessary expenditure both of time and money. 
It could not be doubted, moreover, that the number 
of those who went out of office every year, and 
were proposed for re-election, was so largo that it 
was difficult to find a sufficient number of new 
candidates to contest the seats, so that the mem - 
bers of the Association had no power to infuse new 
blood into the Council, however much they might 
desire it. This was a mistake which might now 
bo rectified, and that, too, without danger to the 
interests of the Association, for he could not doubt 
that those who had been the most assiduous workers 
would again be elected to the Council. Ho had 
pleasure in moving:—

That it be a recommendation from this Council 
to tho annual general meeting, to be held on the 
18th day of May next, that the Council as now exist­
ing shall bo dissolved, and that a Council shall bo 
elected to consist of thirty-six members, twelvo of 
whom shall retire by rotation every third year, but 
shall bo eligible for ro-elcction ; and that if this re­
commendation bo adopted tho election of tho now 
council shall take place on a day to which tho annual 
meeting shall bo adjourned for tho purpose; tho 
Council, as now existing, to continue in ollico till 
their successors have been appointed.

Mr. St a 1 x  t o n - M o s  e s said he had much pleasure 
in seconding the motion. Long before the pre­
sentation .of the memorial to which Mr. Dawson 
Rogers had alluded he had entertained a very 
strong opinion that the Council was too numerous, 
that the head was too large for the body ; and he 
had been quite prepared for an alteration when­
ever a suitable time might arrive for the change. 
But when the demand was accompanied by mena­
ces and threats, when a pistol had been presented 
at them calling on them to “  Stand and deliver !” 
he for one had been disposed to “  stand ” but not 
to “ deliver.’ ’ Now, however, that a convenient 
time had come for reducing the size of tho Council, 
and placing their election or rejection completely 
in the hands of the Association, he cheerfully as­
sented to the resolution, as it would completely 
remove the slightest pretence for the unjust allega­
tion that the Council was in any sense a packed 
and not a representative body.

Mr. F itz-Gerald thought it very proper that 
tho motion should be submitted to the annual meet­
ing of members ; but if it were carried, and the 
Council were reduced in numbers, they would 
more than ever be open to the insinuation of being 
a “ clique.”

Mr. D awson R ogers— Rut surely those 'who 
have professed themselves anxious for this change 
can make no such insinuation ! Anyhow, if the 
thing is right it ought to be done, regardless of 
what any person may choose to say about us.

Mr. W ai-HOUse— It has been hinted that the 
memorial which has been referred to was accom­
panied by menaces and threats. Allow me to say 
that I  signed that memorial, and that no such idea 
was present in my mind.

Mr. Stainton-Moses— I never supposed it was. 
I did not in the slightest degree impute such an 
idea to Mr. Walhouse. I  alluded to the person by 
whom the memorial was got up.

This brought the business to a close.

DALSTON  ASSOCIATION.

S ession of C ouncil.
T he ordinary monthly session of tho Council was 
held on Thursday evening, 8th ult.— Mr. Thos. K. 
Howd en in tho chair.

A letter was road from Mr. C. C. Massey de­
clining the proffered presidentship, and the further 
consideration of the subject was deferred.

Mr. S. Williams was proposed and elected a 
member of the Council.

Correspondence of general interest, received 
sinco the previous session, was read from Mr. 
James Smyth and Miss Susan E. Gay.

Mrs. A. E . Erwood and Miss A. Gilmour were 
proposed, and elected ordinary members.

The current cash accounts were submitted and 
passed.

Letters were read from Mr. C. E . Williams re­
gretting his inability, through a prior engagement, 
to attend the séance on 29th ult. ; and a letter 
having been also read from Mrs. Olivo it was 
resolved to accept her offer to visit tho Association 
on that date.

Tho secretary was instructed to communicate 
with Mr. C. E . Williams with a viow to secure bis 
services, if possible, for Thursday evening, the 
27th inst.
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G O SW E L L  H A L L .

A  soirée musicale was lield at Goswell Hall, on Thurs­
day evening, April 22nd— Mr. T. Everitt in the chair. 
Upwards of 200 ladies and gentlemen assisted 
by their presence, and a variety of interesting 
vocal and instrumental selections were presented. 
A  noticeable feature of a somewhat over long pro­
gramme was the excellent singing of the Hackney 
Choral Union, under the efficient leadership of Mr.
G. Raper. The other artistes of the evening com­
prised Miss L ily  Gillam, the Misses Everitt, Miss 
Vandyke, Miss Swindin, Miss Annie Waite, Miss 
Alice Copley, Miss Alice Worsley, Miss May Coffin, 
Miss Keeves, and Messrs. F. Everitt, Vandyke, 
E. Furse, and Iver McDonnell. Mr. J. J. Morse, 
who came up specially from Manchester, made a 
few pleasant remarks, which were enthusiastically 
received. A t about 10.30 the floor was cleared 
for dancing, which was kept up with every indica­
tion of enjoyment. W hy not hold a ball for our 
younger folks at the above hall ?

H A C K N E Y  S P IR IT U A L  E V ID E N CE  
SO CIETY.

Mu. W m. G. H axby paid this society a visit on 
Tuesday evening, 13th ult., on which occasion Mr. 
Williams, the secretary, informs us “  there was a 
run of most astounding phenomena for several 
hours. What would have been most convincing 
to sceptics was the floating off the floor of a heavy 
loo table in the light. The materialisations were 
all that could be desired.”

T H E  BO LTO N  ASSOCIATION .

M r. D. C o r d i n g l e y , the Secretary of the Bolton 
Association, informs us that at a recent meeting 
of the Association the articles which have ap­
peared in one of our contemporaries reflecting on 
Mr. Tlios. Walker were the subject of discussion. 
The articles were unanimously condemned as 
being void of charity, vulgar in conception, in­
jurious to the cause which the editor professes 
to serve, and proving that love of self is the ruling 
principle of the writer. The Association thought 
that his pretensions to being an exponent of Spiri­
tualism, and a representative of Spiritualists, are 
unwarranted, and that such pretensions are the 
misfortune and not the blessing of Spiritualism.

M AN CH ESTER ASSOCIATION.

Mu. R. F itton, the late Secretary of this Asso­
ciation, sends us a copy of the half-yearly report 
presented to the members on the 4th inst. From 
this we learn that the Association has to congratu­
late itself on a steady progress, the attendances at 
the Sunday lectures having much increased, and 
the discourses having been listened to with thought­
ful attention. The object of the executive has 
been to show that the great purpose of Spiritualism 
is something more than to create amusement for 
an idle hour, or even to bring the conviction that 
cur dear departed are still with us ; that its real 
purpose is to help us to lead pure and harmonious

lives, blessing others both by example and pre­
cept.

The report and statement of accounts having 
been adopted the following officers were elected : 
— President, Mr. R. Fitton; vice-president, Miss 
Blundell; treasurer, Mr. Allan H all; secretary, 
Mr. Cross; librarian, Master T. E m ery; com­
mittee, Mrs. Cliiswell, Mrs. Emery, Mrs. Braham, 
Miss Johnson, Miss Goodall, Miss H. Blundell, 
Mr. Cliiswell, Mr. Ainsworth, Mr. Elliott, Mr. 
Goodall, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Braham, Mr. Booth.

Mr. Fitton remarks, in his communication to us, 
“  I  am of opinion that public meetings for lectures 
and discussion on the Sunday, and at other times, 
have done more to make known the end and aim 
of Spiritualism than any other means. The phe­
nomena doubtless arrest the attention, and cause 
inquiry, but after a while the phenomenalist, in 
too many instances, soon gets satiated. With 
many what they have seen has been of little 
use to them; no redeeming feature is manifested 
in their conduct, no bad habit is thrown off, the 
love of indulgence and pleasure is not decreased. 
On the other hand, those who have tasted the 
sweets of Spiritualism in its higher phases have 
found therein joys which the world can neither 
give nor take away. Such minds as have remained 
true to their convictions are our best workers, and 
are ever willing to bear their share of the burthen 
of organisation.”

G LA SG O W  ASSOCIATION.

A t the quarterly soirée of the Glasgow Spiri­
tualist Association, held in the Hall, Trongate, on 
Tuesday, April 13, the quarterly report was pre­
sented and adopted. Mr. J. Coates resigned 
office, after a year’s service, in favour of Mr. J. 
M‘G. Monroe. The proceedings consisted of songs, 
recitations, and brief addresses, Mr. J. J. Morse, 
of London, occupying the position of honour as the 
guest of the evening.

The following is a brief abstract of the report, 
which was unanimously adopted :—

“ Your Association, ever ready to show its ap­
preciation of faithful services rendered to the 
cause by the much despised public workers, pro­
fessional mediums, tendered its recognition lately 
to Mr. E. W . Wallis, of Nottingham, by a soirée 
and testimonial. Guided by the same spirit, 
which we believe to be in harmony with the prin­
ciples of Spiritualism, we deem it right to acknow­
ledge, protest, and defend, if necessary, all well 
tried workers who have been engaged in its ser­
vices, and while we have no desire to interfere with 
the judgment of others at home and abroad we 
consider ourselves intelligent and experienced 
enough to decide for ourselves as to the respective 
merits of the public mediums and speakers em­
ployed by this Association ; and in this quarterly 
report we desire to make honourable mention of Mr. 
E. W. Wallis, Mr. F. O. Matthews, Mr. Thos. 
Walker, late of Melbourne, and of our guest, Mr. 
J. J. Morse.

“  We, as an Association, arc certainly indebted 
for the cordial and able manner with which those 
gentlemen have fulfilled their engagements, and 
should future circumstances be favourable we shall 
always be glad to treat them as friends and
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brethren, but never as ‘ hirelings,’ as suggested 
by the editor of one of our weeklies.”

M r. J ohn M ‘G. M onroe, the Secretary of the 
Glasgow Association, informs us that at the last 
quarterly meeting of the Association it was unani­
mously resolved, that in consequence of the pre­
sent management of one of our contemporaries, 
and the constant intrusion of personal matters into 
its columns, together with unjustifiable attacks on 
well-known and respected workers, the Association 
cannot afford that paper as hearty support as for­
merly, believing the course pursued by its editor 
to be highly prejudicial to the propagation of the 
truths of Spiritualism. The Association would 
gladly hail a better tone in the editorial columns ; 
but if such does not present itself the members 
will have to transfer their support to other papers 
recognised in the movement.

SP IR IT U A L ISM  IX  T H E  PRO VIN CES.

T he most noticeable fact in the events of the past 
month has been the condemnation of Mr. F. O. 
Matthews to three months’ hard labour by the 
magistrates of tho Keighley Petty Sessions. Mr. 
Matthews was prosecuted at the instance of Mr. 
Ireland, a superintendent of police, for exercising 
bis mediumship as a clairvoyant. That Mr. 
Matthews is a clairvoyant of striking powers there 
is abundant testimony, and that his mediumship is 
true and genuine plenty of evidence is forthcoming. 
Hence it can only be understood that tho convict­
ing justices must either bo ignorant of tho facts of 
clairvoyance, or have ignored their existence. In 
either case it is the duty of Spiritualists to move in 
such 'cases as these, and strive to get cither all 
such convictions quashed, or the law so amended 
that the just and honest exercise of psychological 
talents shall be as legitimate as tho exercise of any 
other ‘‘ g ift’’ or “ genius” of our natures. It is 
with feelings of no little pleasure I record the 
fact that the Newcastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidence 
Society has issued a petition which has boon ex­
tensively circulated throughout the kingdom pray­
ing the authorities to remit the remainder of Mr. 
Matthews's sentence. The Newcastle Society has 
thus earned tho gratitude of all mediums and 
workers, who have the satisfaction of knowing that 
the local friends are neither afraid nor ashamed to 
stand by those who have served tho cause when 
persecuting bigotry endeavours to overthrow them. 
It is another evidence of tho value of the “ consoli­
dation of co-operation,”  as a petition from a re­
presentative body is an evidence that wo exist as 
a power, and demand that our rights shall be 
respected. But some of our would-be “  men of 
light and leading” have unwisely attempted to 
rcllect discourteously upon Mr. Matthews, and by 
the aid of cheap sentiment and masked attack not 
only cast reflections upon him personally but upon 
all professional mediums and speakers as well, 
who are termed “  hirelings,” “  hangers on,” &c. 
W ell, that no mediums means no Spiritualism is 
pretty evident. Then, of course, no papers, editors, 
institutions, associations, or aught else. I  sin­
cerely hope Mr. Matthews may obtain tho remis­
sion of the rest of his sentence, and that our pooplo

will set on foot an agitation that will result in tho 
law being so far amended that honest mediums 
may bo as free to exercise their gifts for pay as are 
writers, singers, lecturers, and the rest.

Mr. J. Coates, of Glasgow, has resigned tho 
secretaryship of tho Spiritualists’ Association in 
tho above city. Ho has worked hard during his 
term of office, and leaves the Association in a high 
state of efficiency. It is not unlikely Mr. Coates 
may ere long make a lecturing tour round the 
world. Mr. John M ‘G. Munroe is his successor 
in office.

Tho friends in Gateshead are doing a good work, 
conspicuous among them being Mr. M. Fidler and 
Mr. Espérance. A  bazaar is to be held during the 
summer, tho proceeds to bo devoted to a building 
fund. Indeed “  building funds ” are in process of 
formation b y no less than three societies, viz., 
Nowcastlo, Liverpool, and ltochdale.

Mr. E . W. Wallis has been very ill during the 
past few weeks. And not a few friends have acted 
on the hint conveyed in my letter of last month, and 
have sent contributions towards a testimonial being 
promoted for him. Ho is worthy of assistance.

Mr. Walter Howell, of Manchester, is spoken of 
as a most promising speaker, whoso improvement 
is both marked and rapid. He has recently 
visited London, speaking with acceptance there.

Still the cry is, “  When is S piritual N otes to 
bo weekly ?” To this I  always answer, “ As soon 
as tho movement wants it.” And that w ill be 
when the needed shares are taken up.

J. J. M orse.

P eof. Coates, tho well-known phrenologist, is, wo 
understand, returning south, and will visit Liverpool 
during tho Whitsuntide holidays. He may bo seen at 
Reynolds’ Gallery of Illustration, 12, Lime-street, 
Liverpool, daily from 11 to 9 p m. He will lecture on 
Spiritualism and cognato subjects in Liverpool, Man­
chester, and Macclesfield.

W e havo interesting nows from Vienna of Mr. 
Eglinton’s success there. Amongst those already con­
vinced of tho truth of Spiritualism by means of his 
séances aro tho Princes Khovenuller, Louis, Alfred, 
and Ilenri Liechtenstein ; tho Duko of Cumberland ; 
tho PrinccHsos Dictriehstein, Khcvcniillcr, and Hatz- 
fold ; Professor von Mosotig (tho great anatomist), 
Countess Clam-Gallas, Countess Schònborn, Count 
Willzcck, Count Ziohy, Count and Countess Rat- 
thyani, &e. This is a tolerably rich harvest as the 
result of tho labours of a singlo medium.

S p ir it u a l is m  is well represented in tho Exhibition 
of tho Institute of Painters in Water Colours. Mr- 
Henry J. Stock’s four pictures aro all moro or less of 
ono character. TI10 first is ‘ ‘ Two Lovers Meeting 
After Death,”  an eminently suggestivo subject most 
appropriately handlod by tho artist. More striking 
still is “  The Soul heaving tho Body.”  Tho husk lies 
stark and stiff, whilst its duplicate, “  Tho Young Im­
mortal,” soars sky .vards. Tho next is a “  Study of a 
Guardian Angel,” illustrating tho lines in “  Comus” - '  

‘ ‘ Angels lackey her, .
Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt.”

Tho last, too, though on a mythological subject, 
purely spiritualistic. It is a picture of Orpheus and 
Eurydico, the incident represented being that nar­
rated by Virgil in his “ Geòrgie,” “  Sho in an instant 
vanished far away like smoko that mingles with tho 
Hooting air.” Tho four pictures aro only priced at a 
total of sixty guineas, and they aro very sinking.


