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SPIRITUALISM IN FRANCE.

By WiLian Howirr.
JEAN HILLAIRE, THE MEDIUM OF 80NNAC.

"Tia not through priests, 'tis not through schools,
God's voice has reached the ears of men;

But oft through children and through fools
His words iave roused the world: what then ?

Is God a fool through fools to speak ?
Not 80, who seek their own are fools;

Their stubborn purpose He will break,
And thwart the ends of cunning rules.

If by the prattle of a child,
God proves that He can speak and hear,
And sinners are from sin beguiled,
Shall priests, whose arts have failed them, sneer ?

Poewns by Dx. Brereron, 1865.

. GREAT fact, which has recently manifested itself clearly to the
res of the British public in the séunces of the Brothers Davenport,
smely, that under the influence of spirit new laws become
oparent in matter, has been for ages equally manifested in a
reat variety of physico-spiritual incidents. In the numerous
ses in almost all ages as recorded by the best historians, of the
wowing of stones and other substances by disorderly spirits,
smerous examples of which will shortly be given in this
lagazine ; it was seen that matter not only was made invisible
hilst it was in the hands of spirits, and thus enveloped in their
mosphere, but that they could, without any difﬁculrzy, cause at
eir will, matter to pass through matter of the solidest kind, as
sily as light can pass through glass, and with as little trace of
| passage ; {et, in spite of a host of facts of this nature being
fore the public, and standing on the pages of authentic history,
ir physical philosophers continue as blind to them as if there
W never been a whisper of such a remarkable thing. It is
traordinary that the very men who pride themselves on their
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exclusive study of nature, on their intense and life-long study of
it, on their discoveries in matter, and who are come to believe in
little besides matter, should have their profound ignorance of ‘
these laws of matter, which are more remarkable than any which |
they have yet found out, forced upon their attention by that phile !
sophy which they affect to despise, namely, by § %mtualun Matter
passing through matter without any rént or breach to any pact |
of such mattex as evidenced in the séances of the Davenports. C
not, as I have sald exhibited in those séances alone. It is a fact. |
attested by thousands of instances, occurrmg in various ages ard
many countries. Is it not, then, a rather satisfactory Nemes:.
that “the great material savans, sneering at Spiritualism, should
thus find Spiritualism exposing their blindness and superficiality,
even in their own vaunted and exclusive province? The spirt
of a single American Indian can come and show them matenal
laws that the acutest of them hLave never for a moment dreamed of.

It is not to be expected that the old stereotyped specirens
of 1aterial science, the old race of Faradays and Brewsters, will
ever venture to look at such laws made obvious from such a
source ; but some day, and probably not a very distant one, some

eat mind will appear who will break through the paralyzing,
prejudices of his caste, and boldly facing and explaining these:
great laws, will make a grand reputation out of simply foilowing
his common scnse, and open up a new epoch in science pregnan:
with the most extensive and beneficial changes in the arts ani
sciences, and whole economy of human life.

Amongst the many very remarkable mediums in Franc~, au:l
chiefly in the South, Thérondel, Ermance Dufour, Madame t o:t.
Madame Costel, the healing mediums of Castres and of Mar:an. de,
Hillaire, &c., such facts are frequently presenting them:=elvis
Hillaire is perhaps the most remarkable medium that Franc
now possesses, and as these properties of matter have been more

rominently exhibited through his mediumship, we will select
Klm for notice. The whole will be drawn from a memoir of him
published during the present year :—ZLes Miracles de Nus Jours;
ou, les Manifestations Extraordinares obtenu par U irtermddiare de
Jean Hillaire, Cultivoteur & Sonnac, Charente-Inferieuse, por
Auguste Bez. Prix 2 francs. Paris, Chez Ledoyon et Che
Dentu, Libraires, Galleried’ Orleans, Palais Royal.

Jean Hillaire was born in February, 1835, at Sonnac, in the
Canton de Matha, Lower Charente. His 'moe~tor~ like hl
immediate father, had been always cultivators of their lictle v
yard, and the father was also a sabot maker. To both these
pursuits Jean was brought up, working in the vineyard &
summer, and making sabots in winter. His ancestors had alway
borne a high character for probity and good disposition. Jess
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received only sufficient education to enable him to read and write,
and with arithmetic sufficient to keep his little accounts and make
bis bargains. M. Vincent, the mayor of Sonnac, gives a testi-
" mony dated October, 1863, to the excellent character of Hillaire,
) well as of his parents, and says that the effect of Jean's
“ spiritual mediumship, combined with his moral standing, has
been to convert his neighbours and associates from their different
.]vices to orderly and religious people. Jean seems to have no
]brothers, but four sisters, three of whom are married.
* At a very early age Hillaire had several extraordinary visions,
- fact, he became cognizant of spirits. This occasioned him so
- much annoyance from his father because he could not see the appa-
.Jfitions when Jean said they were there, and from the ridicule of his
neighbours, that he went round to the other extreme, and became
e of the most thorough scoffers at such things. He was
obliged to put great compulsion on his conscience in pursuing
this course, but he persisted in it ten years. In 1863 a whole
orld of new ideas invaded the village of Sonnac. M. Berthelot,
gproprietor, had received the Livre des Esprits of Allan Kardee,
sm his brother-in-law, M. Bonnet, the architect of Saint Jean
Angely, a member of the Spiritualist Society of that town.
. Berthelot and five or six friends promised themselves much
imusement in reading this odd book in the winter evenings, but
fhe further they went io it, the more they were struck by its
7acts and doctrines. In a word, they became zealous Spiritualists,
ind sate every evening at their séances. They speedily possessed
sbemselves of the Ltvre des Médiums, too, and the news of their
froceedings caused much fun and quizzing amongst the neigh-
purs, foremost amongst whom, by his caustic epithets on these
smpletons, was Jean Hillaire.
ut on the 10th of February, in the midst of the most
zmpestuous weather, and in the darkness of the night, Hillaire
&t himself strongly urged to go to the farm, at some distance, of
AL Renaud, where the Spiritnalists were holding their séance.
The rain fell in torrents, and the north wind drove it along in a
rricane through the pitch darkness, but a voice seemingly at the
ar of Hillaire kept crying, “ March, march! brave the cold and
he tempest, brave their fury, haste to the farm ! In spite of the
mtreaties of his wife, Hillaire went out, and reaching the house
f Renaud, found him and his friends sitting in séance. Iillaire’s
wrival cansed no little astonishment, but invited to join them, he
dily seized a pencil, and his hand was carried rapidly over
Etﬂ of paper laid before him. Sheet after sheet he tilled, but
& first only with confused scrawls, then letters, words, phrases—
8 a word, he had become a medium, and returned home sobered

jet amazed.
A 2K2
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From this moment he became an eager reader of the works
of Kardec at all leisure bours; his evenings were spent with hs
spiritualistic friends. These were neither poets, savans, per
members of the Institute, they were simple countryinen, relatiois,
friends and neighbours. Their communications coming frow
their departed relations, were very much on their own pla,
were neither correct in orthography nor punctuation, and woull
have excited the ridicule of the learned scribes of the ciues
Nevertheless, they were such as went to the hearts of thegj
simple men, and produced a thousand times more etfect than #ig
niost magnificent sermons of Bossuet, Massillon, or Lacordaire. ¢§

Amongst the spirits who most frequently communicate
through them were the fathers of Jean Bonnet, Hillaire,
Madame Berthelot.  Very soon they promised them dis
writing, but for some time this promise was not fulfilled, and &3
their inquiring the cause of it, these spirit relatives inforuf
them that, to their great disapppointment, they had found
they were not able to do it, and that they were daily pravi
that this power might be conferred on them, and had faith gat
it would be, as it was for a good purpose. In a littie tie %
was realized. Having written a numﬁcr of questions on a sbe
of paper, and laid a pencil with it, they had the satisfactios
sce the simple answer “ Yes”” written to one of these questiss
and afterwards extended replies signed by the fathers I
and Bonnet, some of which have been given in the volmpey
M. Bez in their genuine orthography and phraseology. 0

Hillaire soon began to see spirits again visibly, and §a§
desirous of secing some of his depurted relatives. On the ¥
May, as he was hoeing his vines, the sun being very bot, ke
down under their shade to rest himself a little, when a stone w8
thrown and struck the iron of his hoe. HHe started up, &
gazed around on all sides, but no one was to be seen and
sate down again. Another stone more violent than the formern
struck his car, he sprung up, and sought all around, but in saig
no one was to be found; and the sky giving signs of thunle
which began to growl, he returned to his cottage, and related
what had happened. The next day scarcely had he reached th |
same spot, wien turning round, he saw his father advance smiling’
towards him, and he saw him stoop, take up a stone, and smbe
his hoe respeatedly with it to make him comprehend that it wss
he who hag thrown the stones the day before. A loug coaver
sation took place between the spirit-father and the son in the
flesh, and the father explained to Hillaire the method by whid
spirits by a combination of the fluids which belong to all bodies
which surround us, and the especial fluids emanating fromthe
bodies of the mediwms, are able to scize on and move maét
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substances, and communicate with spirits incarnate.  Hillaire
from this time received continual visits from his father; he be-
came conscious of the thoughts of the people around hlm, and
often astounded them by telling these thonghts to them. His
“ather took him in a vision into the spirit-world, and shewed him
things too extensive to be detailed here.

In July, Hillaire went to Saint Jean d'Angely to attend a
“ance, where he saw several spirits clearly, and described them
i accurately that they were recognized by their friends there.
The account of this séance was given in La LTtuche Spirite Bor-
“laise, in the fourth number of that journal, in the latter half of
july, 1863. The description of him given in that journal is:—

‘Hillaire is a simple peasant. He is about eight-and-twenty, of a
resh complexion, a good figure, a gentle manner, a look frank
.nd open, and an expression rather serious than gay ; though his
:ducation is limited, he appears intelligent.” The description of
lie persons whose spmts he saw, evoked universal astonishrent,
wd especially of one having a wooden leg, this appearance l)emg
isumed by the particular spirit to identify himself to his friends.

At a séance at Sonnac some days after, a spirit, calling
‘meelf Dhionnet, declared that he had been "murdered by four
nen on his own pr0pertv at Brissonneau. He gave the names
 the two principal murderers, but refused to give the others,
Feause, though the murder had taken place in 1708, some of
Ywir descendants were yet living in the place. The spmt de-
~ribed the exact place where he had been Euried by the assassins;
wil the mayor of Sonnac who was present, and who came fromt
‘rissonneau, became greatly moved, and said that, on that very
mot some time before, his men, in making an entrenchment, had

«und two skeletons who had evidentlv been murdered and buried
lere.  When the register of the parish was examined, two men
t the names given by Hillaire were found to have been living at
Jrissonneau at that date, but their names had long disappeared
rum the parish.

In the month of August the autohiography of Home reached
“onnac, and occasioned a somewhat vehement discnssion amongst
‘he Spiritualists, many of them treating the accounts of Home's
foating as most improbable, and invented to amuse the credulous.
\monn'at these disbelievers was Hillaire, who objected, as

manv persons have always done, to the performance of these
manifestations in darkness. Toward the end of the month Hillaire
was at Brissonneau, and had a warm dispute with some zealous
abvocates of Home's truthtulness, and on his way home to
Sennac he found himself actually walking in the air, and carried
Azainat & poplar tree, at which he made a clutch.  Borne,
kowever, past it, and soon after set on the parth again, without
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any shock, hc asked himself if he were awake; but, seeinga
piece of poplar bark in his hand, he hastencd back to the tree,
and saw, twenty feet from the ground, the place whence the
bark had been torn.

From this time the fame of Hillaire’s wonderful mediumship
spread far and wide, and his life is one scene of manifestations of
the most extraordinary kind, the most wonderful feature of them
being their perfect verification on the spot. I can only give a
mere glance at these. In 1863, he was invited by the Spiritual
Society of Bourdeaux to pay a visit to that city, where he
arrived on the 7th of that month. The account of the séances
there are published at length in La Ruche Spirite Bordelaix,
warranted as correct by the president, M. Sabo, and the members
of the society. In the séances held there he went into trance,
and saw and conversed with spirits, giving both what he and
they said aloud, and in a manner which astonished those preseut,
as they fully recognised these spirits, though they and ther
histories were wholly unknown to bLimself. At Saint Jea
d’Angely, some time before the spirits had said they would bring
actual physical substances to him, and now one of them opesly
put a curious piece of petrifaction into his hand before all the
company. The whole of the gentlemen present gave therr
paines publicly as witnessing all that is related.

The fame of Hillaire's manifestations spread far and wide
through the country, and excited a vivid sensation, some laugh-
ing, some crying “magic!” “sorcery!” and declaring that the
medium of Sonnac had sold his soul to the devil. Hillaire
received more invitations than it was possible to accept, and st
the same time his spiritual friends made him understand that it was
by no means necessary to throw to the swine of incredulity, of blind
and hardened scepticism, the treasures which God had reserved
for those who had a reasonable faith, were free from the shackles
of preconception, and really seeking for truth. He accepted,
however, the invitation of ii. Vitet, a gentleman of Briou, who
thence became a warm and cordial friend of his. WWith M. Vitet
he visited Barbezitre, in the Canton d'Aigre, where at a stanee
amongst people of whom Hillaire knew nothing, he saw and gave
such accounts of their departed friends, and remarkable pasages
in their lives, as threw the whole company into agitat
including the mayor and head of the institute. Similar,
equally surprising séances took place at Briou, Chaillot, Szt
Jean d’Angely, Bourdeaux, and other places, equalling in the
marvellous manifestations and revelations anvthing yet heard of

On the 18th of November, 1863, as Hillaire was passing the
evening at Briou, in the family of M. Vitet, he fell into a tranes,
and in that state put on his overcoat and hat, took a basket

ol
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which he had from a table, put it on his arm, and went out.
M. Vitet, his wife, and Mulon, the servant man, followed him,
and saw him taking the way home towards Sonnac. He was
walking at a quick pace, and they followed as fast as they could.
Hilaire was quite unconscious of them, being in his trance.
Suddenly they began to perceive that the pebbles and gravel on
the road made no sound under his feet, though they ground
loudly under theirs, and looking closely they saw that he was
walking in the air. Astonished at this phenomenon, they made
additional efforts to come up with him, when, at once he fell
opon bis knees in the middle of the road, and conversed audibly
with spirits, whom he called by their names. M. and Madame
Vitet, and Mulon also, threw themselves on their knees around
bim. Anon, Hillaire rose and pursued his way towards Sonnac.
Mulon, in order to observe him more closely, ran on before, and
seated himself in the middle of the road, to examine carefully
Hillaire’s feet as he came up. To his astonishment, he saw him
marching considerably above the surface of the earth, and as he
arrived at Mulon, he passed over his head without touching him,
or being aware of him, though he appeared to M. and Madame
Vitet to have actually trodden on K ulon’s head. Just before
reaching his home, Hillaire suddenly awoke, and was greatl
astonished to find himself there, and {xis friends from Briou wit
him. He related that during his trance a spirit called Felicia,
had taken him into Italy, and showed him her tomb in a
cemetery at the foot of a mountain, past which ran a railroad.
The spirit, Felicia, turned out to have been the first wife of
M. Sabo, of Bourdeaux, who died in Italy, and was buried in a
cemetery at the foot of a mountain, but past which no railroad
ran at that moment, but which has since been made exactly as he
saw 1t.

After this we have accounts of a number of séances at different
towns and villages, where the most remarkable demonstrations of
the visits of spirits well known to the company,but wholly unknown
to Hillaire, are attested by the signaturcs of the mayors and
principal inhabitants of the places. Of these I can only select
two. One is that of a shower of stones which took place at
M. Vitet's, at Briou. There were present besides the family,
Mesers. Vincent, Berthelot, and Go«ﬁn. It was Christmas eve,
and the spirits informed them that they wished to celebrate the
birth of Christ by a remarkable phenomenon, a shower of stones.
They recommended them to engage in earnest prayer, and in
the midst of it there came a sound as of a great tempest, and
the house shook as if agitated by an carthquake. In the midst
of this, Hillairc rose up and walked about, visibly agitated. A
stone fell in the midst of them. Thinking the promise now
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completed, the guests took their leave, and returned to their
homes at some miles distance. Arrived there, however, they
were impelled by an intense inward feeling to return to
M. Vitet’s, and whilst they were in bed at mignight, when all
the doors and windows were fastened, a shower of stones took
ﬁlace in the kitchen, with such force as to leave dints in the
oards of the floor. The house, it should be remarked, was not
only well locked up, but stood solitarily in the country, surrounded
by great courts, in which ranged stout watch-dogs, so that no .
one could possibly approach it. Amongst the stones which they
collected, real pebbles such as the roags were paved with, was
found an antique salt cellar, in terra-cotta, painted and varnished -
like porcelain, which M. Vitet’s father recognized as having been
lost thirty years before, and sought for all over the house -
repeatedly, but in vain. This is now preserved as a precious
relique, as well as some of the stones themselves. ,
During these séances, M. Vitet, who suffered dreadfully from
an asthma, which had resisted all the science of the physicians, ;
sate in an easv chair, which was also his place of rest during the
night, for he could not lie down, but he was cured by a simple -
decoction of herbs prescribed by the spirits, and at the time of the
publication of this memoir during the present year, no symptom
of the complaint has returned. The recipe is given in the book.
The last marvel which I shall quote is the most astonishing
of all, and the writer, M. Bez, says he was a witness of it, as
well as Messrs. Vincent, Mayor of Sonnac, and head of the insti-
tute, Berthelot, Héraut, Roby, Bétard, the Vitet family, and
M. Vitet, senior, Godin, Ballanger, &c., &c., all most honorable
people, and who are ready to assert the facts occurring befare
their eyes. I quote the account in the author’s own words :—
¢ After a general prayer addressed to God, and a welcome ta
good spirits, Hillaire fell into the magnetic sleep, always the «
precursor with him of some important manifestations. Five
minutes had not passed, when the medium saw three spints,
Catherine Begeon, mother of one present; Felicia, from whom
La Ruche has often inserted beautiful communications; and St.
Bernard, the great spiritual guide of the Spiritual Society of
Saint Jean d’Angely. Catherine Begeon held in her right hand
a ring, which she presented to Hillaire, St. Bernard and Felicta
aiding her by all the power of their magnetic fluid. After some
minutes, Hillaire sprang at one bound upon the table; he ex-
tended his hands to receive the ring. All present could seeit:
it seemed to adhere to his right hand, held perpeudicularly.
Hillaire threw down the ring ; it fell on the table near me, and to
my surprise did not roll or run along the table, which most rings
are used to do, but remained fixed on the place as a bag or small
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lead would have done. I seized the ring, and examined it
mmutely. It was of massive gold, and very heavy. It was
banded from one to another through the whole company, who
were eager to examine it too. Hillaire during this time was in
wuversation with the spirits alrecady named. le asked first
whether the ring was petrified; then whether it was of real
er, and would not disappear in the same way as it had come.
aving received satisfactory answers, he desired to know to
hom it should be given. He then descended from the table,
ted himself, still sleeping, took a pencil and wrote mecha-
jically, ‘It is for thee, dear Hillaire, that thou mayest keep it for
e rect of thy life. Catherine Begeon.’”
| Having thanked the spirit for the beauriful ring, he asked for
ich finger it was intended. The ring at this moment had
me into my hands. Hillaire, by a mechanical movement,
ended his left arm towards me, and protruded the usual finger
a ring. I placed it upon it, and Hiilaire clasped it, and
ed afresh the spirits and God, the Master of all things, who
permitted them to see such amazing facts, to convince men
the existence of the soul, and of its individuality. The ring
as much too large, the thumb itself could not have filled it, and
heard several of those present say what I myself had thought:
This time the spirits have deceived themselves ; they have made
grand error in the size.” Hillaire took off the ring twice, and
nded it to the company that they might examine it at their
isurc ; and each time that he received it back, he put it on his
er, clasped it affectionately, and returned it. The third time
putting it on, it could not be again removed; it became
stantly contracted. In his sleep, Hillaire made repeated efforts
pull it off, and we began to fear that he would do his finger
e violence by his abortive attempts to remove it, when, all at
, he advanced towards a person in the middle of the com-
ny, and extending his hand, said, * There, incredulous one, since
u still doubtest, pull off the ring thyselt.” This person seized
finger, and pulled the ring with such force, that he tore the
in from the knuckle. He then became pale with emotion, the
wpiration streamed from his brow, and he confessed that at
moment that Hillaire came up to him he was thinking that
re was some trick about the ring. He confcssed himself
uvered by the evidence.
T'he same evening Hillaire, when completely awake, saw the
hrit of the venerable St. Bernard, from whose right hand
rearned a line of fluid, which fell on the ring, which, under its
Euence, still further contracted and pinched the finger; then

fluidic strcam running from the ring towards St. Bernard,
ring gradually enlarged to its proper size, so that it was
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easy without any chance of its falling off. This ring, we are
assured, Hillaire still wears.

The sceptics who strain at some marvellous gnat, do not nesd
such camels as these to astonish and disgust them. Infact,it
requires some faith in persons daily conversant with what are
_called miracles to digest facts of this astounding description.
But what is to be done when, not only through the Davenports
in London, and Hillaire at Sonnac, but physico-spiritual phene-
mena, equal}iy strange, and all indicating the same subtle laws
of matter under the influence of spirit, are occurring in variou -
countries of Europe, in such cities as Paris itself, and have been
occurring in Greece, Rome, Syria, China, and India for many!
ages before our Saviour himself gave demonstrations of thes;
laws after his resurrection, by passing through walls and closeds
doors in his body ; appearing and vanishing at pleasure in '
from the midst of his disciples? I satisfy myself on this occasa;
with quoting these few but startling incidents from a book of’
156 pages, published at Paris in the present year of our Lo,
1864, with references to some scores and hundreds of sober and)
intelligent people, mavors and magistrates included, all st
living in the country around Bordeaux, and extensively throagh
the south-west of France. .'

!
N

UNSEEN VISITORS.—STARLIGHT MUSINGS.

O holy ones! O watchers calm!

While night anoints the earih with dew
In silent love, can any barm

Befall us as we gaze on you ? 'j

Gazing on you we honour Him

Who sends to earth your welcome light,
Across this dusky ocean dim

Which circles round us every night !

Do spirits from your distant shore,
Ye homes of bright tranquillity,
Sail sometimes, to see earth once more,
Across this intervening sca ?

Stand by us, when at solemn night, }
As once they did, for pzace we vearn; i

Whisper the secret ‘* All is right 1"
Then, blessing us, unseen return !

It must be so; and living ones,
Unseen, although they are so bright,
Shedding their life around like suns,
Fill now the darkness with delight !
The starry air is full of bliss,—
What evil can the soul befall ?

The soul with friends surrounded is,
And, lo! it loves the Lord of all!

)
!
|
i
}
\
i
)

T. T. LYNCH. |
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THE DAVENPORT BROTHERS.

By Bexsayiy CoLeman.

WARNED by past experience of the unreliable character of some
of the known American mediums who have disgraced themselves
v mixing up fraud with reality, I at first accepted the introduc-
twn of the Davenport Drothers, who brought a letter to me
rom a valued correspondent, with reserve. I wished, before
-ommitting myself to a belief in the integrity of the phenomena
exhibited through them, to be thoroughly satisfied of the facts
oy close personal observation. The fullest opportunities having
been freely afforded me, I am now in a position to express a
decided opinion upon their claims, and which opinion, I am
Lappy to say, is entirely favourable to them.

he association with the Davenports of a gentleman of the
gagh character and intellectual acquirements of Mr. J. B.Ferguson,

-uld, under ordinary circumstances, be a sufficient guarantee
mx the respectability of their conduct as mediums. DBut with a
geufiding truthful nature, a deep experience in the higher
zsnge of spiritualistic philosophy, and a full knowledge of the
realities of the whole subject, I thought it possible that he
might be innocently compromised by men, who, though mediums,
zwuld not be entitled on the same grounds as he, to the same
amount of confidence and respect; and therefore I felt justified in
at, without full inquiry, risking any reputation which I may
jsess as a competent and intelligent witness of such facts as
Bpiritualism and its phenomena present.

Whatever advantages there may be to the cause and to the
Davenports in having an advocate so well qualificd to protect it
@d them from the assaults of a sceptical multitude, I cannot
kpress a fecling of pain and regret at seeing such a man as
Yir. Ferguson exposed to the insult and obloquy to which his
yssition in relation to the Davenport exhibitions necessarily
sibjects him. But like a true philosopher he appears resigned
4« this, and he expresses his determination to go through with
I's task at all hazards. I am sure that every one of right
t.cling will appreciate the sacrifices he is making, and will wish
bim God speed in defending these otherwise helpless young men
from the storm of indignation, falsehood, and vituperation which
baffled science and religious bigotry are pouring upon them.

I did not meet the Davenports when I was 1n America, but I
rcceived a full account of their extraordinary powers from
Protessor Mapes, and in my American Notes published in the

Spiritual Magazine, Vol. I1., I said :—* The spirit known by the
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name of John King is the chief actor in these manifestations;
with this spirit Professor Mapes assured me that he had conversed |
for half-an-hour. The voice, he said, was loud and distinct, and |
spoken through a trumpet. He shook hands with him, the |
snirit giving a'most powerful grasp; then taking his hand agam, |
it was increased in size and felt as if it were covered with harr.

" 'T'he protessor was accompanied only by his own friends, among
whom were Dr. Warner and Dr. Wilson. They had a jocular
sort of evening, into which King entercd heartily, and at length
plaved them a trick for which thev were not prepared, and
which rather astonished them. Their hats were sudgen v whisked
from their heads and replaced instantly. Turning on the lights, -
they found each of their hats was turned inside out. Dr. Warner's -
gloves, which were in his hat, were also turned inside out.”

I never doubted the testimoney of Professor Mapes, who is
well known as a man of high character and eminent as a pro-
fessor of chemistry, but it was difficult to realise the statcments .
he made to me, cspecially that of having held an oral converss
tion with the spirit known as John King. I am, however, now{!
in a position to corroborate this extraordinary fact, for I too
have conversed with this spirit. I had been sitting with the
Davenport party at their own apartments and was about toleavs
when  Mr. Ferguson suggested that we should trv to obtam
manifestations. The brothers consented, but Mr. Fay begget
me to excuse him, as he had an engagement elsewhere. I retaied:
the easv chair on which I was seated; Mr, Ferguson and the
Davenports sat at a distance of about six feet apart from me and
from each other. On the table were a speaking trumpet, tam:
bourine, and guitar, the table being also about four feet from any
of us. Mr. I'erguson placed on the table a folded paper con-
taining some questions, a sheet of blank paper and a lead penal.
The light heing put out we sat a short time in silence when 8
startling bang was made upon the tambourine, which instrumen:
with the guitar was instantly put upon my knees, and a hand gently
caressed me on the head. A strcam of light passed across the
spacious room and was succeeded by another rising froimn the floor
to the ceiling” To my surprise a voice then spoke to me through
the trumpet, which was brought within a few inches of my face,
and in a clear, distinct, and sonorous tone I was thus addressed:—
“ How are you Coleman ?” ¢ Oh!" exclaimed both the vouths,
“ that’s John—that’s John; we have not heard him speak fors
long time: keep him in conversation, Mr. Coleman,” I thensaid,
“ You appear to know me, John?” A.—*Yes, I know voum
spirit.”  Q.—* Have you ever seen me before ?” A.—“Yes.1

_saw you in America.” Q.—* Do you think, John, that you wil

Q.—_ be able to convince the sceptics in this country?” A, —Yes we

you in Amn
ble to convivi.
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have power enough to make them surrender. There is a lady
standing by your side, Coleman.” Q.—‘ Can you tell me her
name?”’ A.— Kate!” Q.—*“1 do know one of that name who
is in the spirit-world, tell e her surname?” At this moment
one of the Davenports said—“1I hope vou will be with us to-
MOrTow night, John.”  The voice, turning from me, said—
“Certainly,” and then turning in the opposite direction as T
could easily deteet by the sound, the spirit said, in a jovial tone
of voice, “ How are vou, Ferguson?” Turning again to me a
large band was passed over my head, and patting me in a kindly
manner upon my shoulder, the voice said, *“1 must go now; good
night.” f\fr. Ferguson said, “ [ want vou to answer the questions
I bave written %cfore you go.”  We heard the spirit rapidly
writing, and on restoring the light we found there had been
written, on the sheet of paper, in a bold, intelligible hand, ¢ Can’t
reply now—J. B. K.” which are the initials of the name by which
tlus spirit is known—John B. King.

With more frequent and close opportunities then of judging of
the Davenport manifestations, than perhaps any other person
in London, and keenly alive, as I have indicated, to the possi-
bility of imposture in such parts of the exhibition as professional
conjurors have vainly tried to imitate, I feel justified in stating
that the suspicions engendered by the misrepresentations of the
press, and willingly accepted by the multitude to uphold erroneous
theories, are, in my deliberate judgment, altogether unfounded.
The manifestations witnessed in the presence of the Davenports,
aud their companion, Mr. I'ay, from first to last, are, in my
judgment, positively cffected by some intelligent invisible agents,
and are not produced by the active agency or co-opcration of
vither of these young men or of any confederates. 1, and others
who bave had sufficient experiences of them believe that no
rational solution but one can be given to account for these
manifestations, and that one is, that they are eftected by spirit-
power. 'True, that the tying and untying of ropes, and playing
mharmonious tunes upon musical instruments do not appear at
first sight to be a very elevating occupation for the denizens of a
higher sphere, and especially if we are to admit the claim which
they themselves invariably make, that they are the spirits of
mortal men and women who have lived on this earth. " But let
tie objector pause, and ask himself what he knows of spirit-life,
and if be believes in the history of the Bible, whether such

iritual manifestations are inconsistent with the facts which
r!ﬁat sacred volume teaches throughout. If we believe with the
clorious Milton, that— :

« Millions of spiritual heings walk the earth
Unscen, both when we wake and when we sleep.”
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or with St. Paul, that we are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses; then, may we with perfect reason believe
that spirits out of the flesh may occupy themselves in ways as
many—high and lowly—as do the spirits in the flesh.

If it be objected that spirits would not descend to sach
unseemly methods of making their presence known, that rapping
in, or tilting a table, is wanting in gravity, and bencath the
dignity of such exalted beings, a reasonable and, I think, a
perfectly satisfactory answer can be made; and on tiis point [
will borrow the general reasoning, though not the precise words,
which the Rev. Robert Smith has given in reply to this oft
repeated though very natural objection.

Hitherto, if a departed spirit made itself visible, the appari-
tion was pronounced an optical illusion, and the man supposed to
be the most intelligent applied a blister or gave an opiate ora
stimulant to lay the ghost. If the seer persisted in his assertion,
against such authority, that he was sure the spirit-form of his
sainted mother had stood by his side, evincing an anxiety to
speak to him by signs or words, he was laughed at by others
as a ridiculous and very weak person entertaining obsolete
superstitions, and was told of the gll;ost on the moor which, after
frightning so many, turned out to be a harmless white hor=.
No one ever suggested that there possibly might be on the moer
a spirit form as well as a white horse.

If the dwellers in the spirit-land attempted to make them-
selves known by haunting Eouses, running up and down stair,
opening and shutting doors, making the furniture crack, and
other noises, some Dickens of the day found an easy solution by
reminding the narrators that rats played remarkable pranks, and
their own over-cxcited imagination did the rest. If history was
appealed to, to demonstrate that the spirits of the dead have never
ceased throughout all ages to manifest themselves, as proved by
Howitt's History of the Supernatural, the recorded facts of
history were stultified ; and the knowing ones would sagely shrug
their shoulders and pity our credulity.

If the Bible were quoted to establish the verity of mter
communion between the%ving and the dead, then it was said the
age of miracles had passed away, though no authority exists for
such a dictum, and the man who dared to lend a listening ear :
even to the possibility of holding converse with spirit intelligence '
must be either a fanatic, an infidel, or an impostor. Thus it .
became indispensable that if our spirit friends and relations- -
desired to hold communion with us they must come by some”’,
new methods, that neither the doctor, the philosopher, nor the.
priest can prevent. Such are the varied physical phenomens of.
the present day. Tables, chairs, musical instruments, Qgﬂw !

k‘ P
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like, are not to be dosed into oblivion by the doctors, nor terrified
by well-meaning but narrow-minded clergymen, nor reasoned
away by philosophers, nor put out by the ridicule of the press
and the impudent pretensions of ignorant conjurors. The
evident object is, under the permission of an Almighty ruler,
to attract attention, ** to confound the wise,” and to demonstrate
the presence of agencies other than unintelligent matter, and
thus sooner or later to compel a recognition of an all important
truth by means best suited to the corrupt and materialistic ten-
dencies of the age.

In this view the most fastidions of Spiritualists may be able
to reconcile themselves to the Davenport class of manifestations
and see in them a powerful means of arresting the multitude
when the higher and more beautiful teachings of Spiritualism
would not touch them.

With the general character of the Davenport manifestations
and the comments of the press the reader is doubtless acquainted.
A valuable summary up to that date is recorded in the last
number of this journal. Having had as I have said special
ppportunities of witnessing them, I have collected a few incidents
from my own observations and from the statement of friends,
which will tend to remove any lingering doubts as to the entire
wtegrity of the Davenports and Mr. Fay, and of the reality of
the very remarkable manifestations obtained through their
mediumship.

At Captain Goff’s rooms there were present ten or twelve
“ersons, including two of the gallant Captain’s female acquaint-
ances, one of whom was tolerably staid in her manners—the
other. a handsome young woman, entered into the affair pretty

weh in the same spirit of fun and revelry as characterized the
en,

The Davenports were tied by Mr. Lindau in a way which
313 more severe and intricate, they said, than they had been tied
-1 any previous occasion in London. The rope was passed and
“htly bound round their arms; so much so as to discolour the
ixm; then round their wrists, bringing their arms straight gown
‘v the sides of the chair, instead of b(flind their backs; the'ends
« the ropes being unravelled, were brought beneath the chair,
md there tied in a number of small knots. This very elaborate
s«d ingenious method of tying impresded the young men with
tc idea that Mr. Lindau was a professional hand, but they were
1 error ; he had only been taking lessons from Herr Tolmaque,
the conjuror, who had no doubt assured him that the Davenports
iould not get out, if tied in that particular manner. The inference
Mni that /e could not had he been so bound. The company being
nsked if they were satisfied, assented, and showed by significant
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gestures that they were more than certain that they had at length
got these young * conjurors’ in a fix from which they were not
very likely to be extricated, without appealing to the mercy of
the gentleman who had bruiscd their flesh, in showing his dextenty
in the art of rope-tying.

The lights being put out, the musical instruinents were
carried about in the usual way. The young lady, in the
exuberance of fun and scepticism, threw herself on the tloor, and
flinging about her arins, as she afterwards acknowledged, tried to
catch the invisibles, as they passed the instruments over ani
around the assembled guests. The time at length came for the
liberation of the captives, which, to the evident surprise and
chagrin of all, was accomplished, though occupying two or three
minutes more than usual. At the same moment, with three quick
movements—as described by one of the gentlemen—he and the
“ young lady” were tied by the invisible operators together by |
their legs, the cord being fastened with a knot above the lady's |
knee, close to her skin. She could not remove it herselt, acd |
Mr. Ferguson had to perform the delicate operation of lilerating |
her. The young ¢ conjurors’ escaped detection on this as i |
all other occasions; and Mr. Lindau, in speaking of the events |
of the evening to a friend of mine, frankly adnitted that *the ;
performance was very clever.” He did not mention the me= }
clever “trick” of the evening, which possibly had escaped his.
memory. I

Among many other private séances which the Davenpors |
have given, one of the most successful was at the Camp st
Aldershott. A gentlemen who was present described to me theg
incidents of this evening, which did not materially vary from &3
ordinary character of others, except that after the brothers
been very dexterously tied by two officers, who had been prac-=
tising all the day, the ends of the rope were held by two prvate '
soldiers, to give the additional assurance that the captives did notg
move from their seats. The soles of their shoes were also coveredy
with wet chalk. 'When the coat of Mr. Fay was removed, one of§
the sgldiers’ coats was put upon him, whilst his hands, as usual,§
were tied together. 5

After subper the Davenports and Mr. Fay invited the compang
to join hands round the table at which they were scated, wheal
the same manifestations were repeated—the instruments, whict
had been laid upon the table, were carried rapidly over therg
heads and played upon. In a company of not more than ten ot
twelve persons, this mode of proving that the instruments srag
handled whilst the mediums are passive can always be effecte
and it is perhaps the most conclusive test of the presence of somal
active invisible agency. 'I'he readers of the Magazine will §

CTT e
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doubt recollect the description I gave, two or three years ago, of
a sdance at Boston, at which I and four friends were present, the
medium being a young girl, when a nunber of instruments, in-
cluding a large bass viol, were played in concert, in capital time
and harmony, by the spirits. And in the October number of
this Journal a correspondent, signing the initial “ C,” gave a
wost interesting and graphic account of a similar seance which
he attended recently in ﬁoston, when there were more than a
lozen instruments used, including a drum and two guitars, and,
1s be describes, “ the most elevating and indeseribable effect was
produced by these simple instruments, playing singly or combined
the commonest and most familiar airs.”

It will be thus secen that there are other mediums through
vhom manifestations similar to the Davenports are obtained, and
n the musical display greatly excelling anything I have yet heard
v their presence. The exhibition of spirit-hands and arms,
brough the mediumship of the Davenports and Mr. Fay, i3
ruly wonderful, and is, as far as I know, unequalled. 1 find
o a recent American paper the following announcement of
nother medium who is able to produce wn the light similar
panifestations to those now exhibited through the Davenports.

The manifestations by spirit power through the mecdiumship of Henry B
llen, a l5ouug lad from Vermont, as we learn from reliable sources, are of a
rmarkable character, and are creating more sensation than usual inasmuch as
hey are all doue in the light. While the boy _is in plain sight of all in the room,
meical instruments are played upon, and spirit hands to the number of five and
x are seen at the same time—giving great satisfaction to all who witness the
henomena. Mr. J. H. Randall, an alﬁe lecturer in the spiritual field, a short
me since met this boy medium in Vermont, and was so struck with the truth-
dness and convincing character of the manifestations through him, that he
szazed his services to travel with him in bis lecturing tours; and, we doubt
# their united efforts will be the means of opening the windows and letting in
ie light on the souls of many who are now suffering for the want of it.

The sceptics, who continue to join in the cry of imposture, and
ttribute the production of the varied Davenport phenomena to
lever legerdemain, are either unacquainted with the history of
imerican  Spiritualism, or they dishonestly ignore the facts
tiested by hundreds of thousands of unimpeachable witnesses.

At the same time, phenomena quite as extraordinary, though
ifferent in character, are daily witnessed in private families in
1s Metropolis. For instance, I gave an account (Vol. IV., p. 23
f the Spiritual Magazine) of the mediumship of Mrs. F ,
s wife of a well-known gentleman residing in London, through
tom some of the most marvellous manifestations have been
btained. ‘This lady and her husband accompanied e to witness
1e Davenport exhigition, on the evening when the members of
2 press were present ; and whilst ¢ the leaders of public opinion™
wre assernbled were making ¢ sceptical manifestations” of a

VOL. V. 2 L
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most unscemly character, one at least had proof positive of the
existence of an invisible ¢ force.”

I am assured by Mr. F——, that whenever his wife visits a

place of public entertainment the spirits accompany her, and
mvariably amuse themselves by playing practical jokes upon
those who may be seated near to them. On this particular
evening, the gentleman who sat immediately before Mrs. F—
was repeatedly moved about on his chair. Mr. F called mv
attention to this somewhat amusing and curious display of spint-
rowcr. First, his chair was pullcg suddenly back, which caused
im very naturally to look behind him. He had scarcely
re-adjusted it, thinking, no doubt, that it mas moved uninten-
tionally, when it was as suddenly pushed forward; then it was
turned half-round, and thus, some half-dozen times, he was
forcibly pushed about. Looi(ing in vain for the cause of this
tormenting rudeness, he at length turned angnly round as if to
remonstrate, when he was disarmed by the innocent face of Mr
F , who said, with great seriousness and simplicity, 1 have
seen that your chair has beecn moving about, sir, but 1 assure you
that I have not touched it, nor has any one here moved 1"
“ What,” he said, ¢ has no one touched my chair ? why, I declare
I have been ncarly thrown on my face two or three times!
That’s very odd.”

Now, 1t is very possible that this persecuted gentleman may
have written one of those clever articles which appeared in the
Loundon journals on the following day, in which such things wer
declared to be “ imposture” or * delusion.” If this article should
meet the cyc of the gentleman in question, I hope he will give
mec the opportunity of satisfying him that he was really lifted and

ushed anut by the same force that is engaged in producing the
Davenport phecnomena. .

It will be remembered that for a long period, and up to
within a few months past, the entertainments at the Colossenm
were cnlivened by Mr. Taylor’s pretended exposure of Spirit-
ualism. 1 say pretended, because I am not sure from some
remarkable facts which he related to me several years ag,
which he said were witnessed by himself and his late wife, who
was the clairvoyante, and no doubt a powerful medium, that his
exposition of “the delusion” of Spiritualism was sincere ;—but
it was the popular side, and it paid! He and Mr. Bachoffuer,
the manager, knew that the truth would not, even had ther
recognised it. Be that as it may, Mr. Taylor now admits his
error and professes his full belief in Spiritualism and its pheno-
mena, and says that his conversion has been brought about by
the fact that his eldest danghter has developed as a medium, ax
through her he has witnessed phenomena as remarkable as aoy
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upon record. In a conversation I recently had with Professor
Taylor he expressed his conviction that the Davenports were
impostors, and gave as his reason that they were afraid to let
him tie them. I treated his opinion as worthless, since he had
not then secn them. A few days afterwards I attended a séance
at the Hanover Assembly-rooms, when they were about seventy
persons present, and among them was Mr. Taylor, Mr. Bachottner,
Mr. Sutton (Professor Anderson’s imitator of the Davenports in
the rope-tying part, which is the only part the conjurors do
attempt, and the least interesting of the series of their manifes-
tations), and Mr. Lowe, of the Critic, which journal has ccased
to exist, though * its spirit” of opposition still lives in the person
of its obdurate and hard-hcaded editor. -

Mr. Lowe was selected as one of a committec of two, and a
Colonel the other, who superintended the cabinet cxhibition.
Thesc gentlemen tied the brothers to their scats, and though
Mr. Lowe endeavoured to lead the audience against receiving
each result as satisfactory, by a variety of I;ctty quibblings about
the arrangements, and claimed the privilege of doing as he
pleased as their appointed representative, he only succeeded in
eliciting murmurs of disapprobation and a few sharp hisses at
his querulous and manifestly unfair conduct. Professor Taylor
frequently rushed upon the platformn to satisfy himself that tho
brothers’ hands bad not been liberated when hands appeared at
the aperture, and the musical instruments were playe(f) upon and
gjected from the cabinet. This occurred on this occasion once
when the centre door was wide open. As a final test to prove
that the natural hands of the Davenports were not used to pro-
duce the effects which were heard and seen, the Colonel filled
rach of the youths’ hands with flour after they had been firmly
tisl behind their backs. On the doors being closed, two clecan
bands werc immediately presented at the, aperture ; the musical
instraments played a tune in concert and in tolerable harmony,
and finally the Davenports walked out of the cabinet unbound,
with the ropes neatly coiled, every knot untied, and with the
Bear still remaining in their clenched fists. They were dressed
black ; in not a spot of white could be detected on their clothes,
nor on the ropes or floor of the cabinet.'

Mr. Taylor, in an evident state of excitement, again rushed
ppon the stage, scized both of the youths put his hands into
Yeir empty pockets, and eagerly felt thewr slender persons
lrom hca& to foot without discovering any thing concealed, and
! am sorry to say, without expressing any opinion for or against
the result. Mr. Lowe, however, was more true to his instincts.
He did express his disapproval, it was not satisfactory, he
sid, to him because he had not been allowed ¢ gmt preces of

L2
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paper into their hands as he wished to do, deeming that pieces
of paper (part of a letter) would have been a much more satis-
factory test than flour!! The company were then invited to
form a semi-circle, to witness the second part of the stance which
requires the lights at intervals to be extinguished. Here Mr.
Lowe again showed his animus by doggedly refusing to join hands
with the rest of the audience, desiring to remain at some distance
behind the table upon which the guitars and tambourine were
{)laccd. Ie was compelled at length to take his choice of either
eaving the rooms or of complying with the conditions; he sulkily
chose the latter alternative and remained.

Mr. Ira Davenport and Mr. Fay then seated themselves in
front of the table, and Mr., Ferguson, who conducted the séance
asked that two persons should be appointed to tie them to their
chairs. Mr. Taylor and his friend %Ir. Bachoffner immediately
stepped forward uninvited, and commenced tying the young men.
Mr. Tavlor went to work with a will, and speedily trussed vp
Mr. Fay in a very mysterious and dexterous manner. He hzid
obtained at length the desired opportunity of showing his prowe--
and the utter helplessness of his prisoner.

The lights were then extinguished and on the instant th,
guitars were thrumbed upon and went whirling over the head:
of the audicnce from one extreme to the other of a semi-circk
measuring at least forty feet.

Whilst the instruments were flying about in the way I have
deseribed, one of the audience who was seated about the centre,
in the front row, lighted a wax taper which fully illumined the
room, and showed the young men passively seated and fast bown.d}
to their chairs as they had been left. This act, committed by a
well-dressed young man, was in violation of express conditions,
not for covering g‘aud, as Mr. Ferguson said, but to protect the,
audience and more especially the mediums, from the forcible re-
bound of the instruments. The precaution was evidently a
neccssary one, for on this occasion one guitar was instantl
dashed at the feet of the delinquent and the other flew baci
striking one of the brothers on ?ﬁs knee. Nothing could have
happened more satisfactorily to disprove the imputations which
the conjurors allege and the general public believe, that the
guitars are wielded by the brothers, fast bound as they are known
to be, or by their supposed confederates.

The audience resented this outrage and the young gentlemas
was compelled toleave the room, which he did amidst an outburst
of cheers for the Davenports. Darkness being again established
we could hear the invisibles busily engaged in untying the
prisoners, and in two or three minutes, when the light was restored,
the young men were found calmly seated and at liberty, with

]
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svery knot in the ropes taken out, Mr. Fay showing his arms
wd wrists deeply indented by the severity of Mr. Taylor's inge-
ious manipulations. But I regret to say he still exhibited
o a shake of his head, though he said nothing, that he was not
juite satisfied.

[ have taken thus much trouble to describe this seance at the
sk of being considered tedious, in justice to the Davenports,
nd in support of my matured opinion, that the suspicions of trick
nd confederacy are altogether unjust and unfounded. I know
ot whether Mr. Taylor still considers the Davenports cheats,
ut the reader will, no doubt, agree with me, that his opinion is
alucless, whether it be for or against them. Nothing could more
ompletely test their integrity than the special incigents of that
vening, of which I have still others torecord. The most extra-
rdinary phenomenon witnessed in the second part of the seance
+ the removal of one or other, and sometimes both of the coats
f the young men, and putting them on again whilst their hands
re fust bound behind their bac(fw.

At a private séance at the house of a friend, the coat of Mr.
'ay was taken from his back, and my friend’s coat, which had
cen laid upon the table close to Mr. Fay for the purpose, was
ut upon him—both operations occupying but an instant of time.
n the same occasion, a still more bewildering fact occurred, by
1e removal of Mr. Davenport’s waistcoat while his coat remained
1. The waistcoat lay at our feet, with his watch in the pocket,
d chain hooked in the buttonhole, just as he had worn it the
wment previously. I pondered over this apparent annihilation
'material law, until I almost persuaded myself that this feat at
ast must be accomplished by legerdemain; and when I was
wnred that there were persons (of whom we have since heard so
meh) who could liberate their hands in a very short time after
iev were to all appearances fast bound, I was more than ever
vlined to think that this coat-and-waistcoat-removal was a
rsterous trick, accomplished by slipping their hands out of the
¢ and replacing them. It is true that there was a difficulty in
wonciling that idea with the fact that such an operation—taking
1= coat off, then the waistcoat, and then putting the coat on
rain—could possibly be done noiselessly, within a few fect of the
slience, in a period of time no longer than it takes to strike a
zht with a lucifer match. But then, again, I reasoned with
ivself that #f any one could slip their hands in more or less time,
ter being tied as were these young men, it was only a question
[ degree, and the result might possibly be accomplished%y long
ractice. I am now, however, after considerable opportunities
r closer observation, quite satisfied that there is no trick in the
\atter, marvellous and mexplicable as it most certainly is.
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On a subsequent occasion, I saw the same phenomenon when
the wrists were secured with soft copper wire, from which the
hands could not be slipped, in addition to the rope, and I am con-
firmed by the incidents to which I was about to refer before
making this digression.

The light gzing extinguished, the request was made by Sir
Henry de Hoghton that Mr. Fay’s coat should be taken. This
request is always repeated by Mr. Fay himself, made in a sabdued
tone, to the invisible operators. I:{e had scarcely uttered the
words before Mr. Ferguson struck a brilliant light, and I saw the
coat leaving the body of Mr. Fay, and all could see its flight in
the air until it reached and rested on the knees of Sir Henry, who
sat in the centre of this large semi-circle, some ten or fifteen feet
distant from Mr. Fay. The light being again put out, Sir Heurr,
as it afterwards appeared, had taken off his own coat and laid it
on his knee, not on the table, near Mr. Fay, as it usually 1s. He
then said, * Put my coat on Mr. Fay.” We heard the rush of
the coat through the air, and, in less time than it takes me to aay
it, in fact, not more than a second or two, Sir Henry’s coat w=
found, not on Mr. Fay, but on Mr. Davenport, over his own coat,
his hands, as I have said, being fast bound behind his back, bis
lezs also bound to the legs of the chair, and the chair fastened ta !
the legs of the table. Nothing could be more satisfactory anl
assuring. Nevertheless, Mr. Lowe stepped forward at the clase|
of the séance, under pretence of complimenting the man whom he:
had, by every act throughout the evening, endeavoured to show
up as an impostor, and begged to propose a vote of thanks te Mr,.
Ferguson for the trouble and patience he had exhibited in con-
ducting the seance; but he, Mr. Lowe, was sure the andicnee
would agree with him in thinking that they really had sé
witnessed anything that could not be fully explained by knows;
natural laws. I interposed, and said that I hoped the ladies sid]
gentlemen would not be misled by Mr. Lowe, who, as editor #
the Critic, was decply committed against the subject, and whost
conduct this evening they could all appreciate. 1 am :
to say that not a sin%le response was made to Mr. Lowe’s da
ingenuous appeal. He was “left out in the cold” to ponder o’
the folly of his obstructive conduct. '

At the last seance I attended, an unusual number of hands
were seen at the aperture in the cabinet. A group of four hands,’
of different sizes, were visible at one time, and two bare, ferainine-
looking arms at another. These were seen at the same time that|
the several musical instruments were being played upon, which
conclusively negatived the presumption of imposture, even if the
Davenports' hands had been at liberty, which they were not.

At the close of this séance one of the most astonishing of all
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the strange phenomena witnessed in the presence of these young
men occurred, and gives another proof of our erroneous i(f;.as of
the laws of matter. Mr. Fay had been tied to a chair in
the usual way, his wrists being fastened by a series of knots
behind his back, and the ends of the rope tied in a final knot
lxneath the seat of the chair. Upon this final knot Captain
Drayson, of the Royal Observatory, at Woolwich, placed the im-
press of his seal in wax. When the invisibles commenced their
work of untying, a request was made by Mr. Fay that the rope
should be removed wi(tlhout breaking the seal, and cousequently
without untying the final knot, which under ordinary circum-
stances would of course be the first knot to untie to rclieve the
¢uds of the rope and enable the operator to unravel the other
knots.

This seemingly impossible feat was nevertheless accomplished !
When Mr. Fay was liberated, the seal and final knot remained
intact, whilst the knots that were made to secure Ius wrists had
been entirely removed.

The sceptical may smile at such a statement; the man of
science, who fancies he knows all the laws of nature, will exclaim—
“impossible.” DBut the fact remains, and, witnessed as it was by
twenty or thirty men, is unimpeachable.

I trust that I have, in this imperfect account of the Daven-
port manifestations, given a sufficient reason for declaring my full
fuith in their integrity, notwithstanding the almost universal
-sndemnation of the Press, and the outery of juggling and
usnposture.

“Tt is very clever,” they say; “ but no one of common sense
would think of attributing sucl{ results to preternatural agency.
The Davenports are, no doubt, cleverer conjurors than our
litherto inimitable Houdins, Frikells, Ilcrmans, and Andersons.
We must admit that their ‘magical mysteries’ have created
«reater excitement than has ever before attended the performances
o all other adepts in the art of legerdemain.” ¢ Honestly
wbmit,” 1t is sai({) in effect to the Davenports, “that you are
highly gifted conjurors, and we will pay our moncy and fill
vour purses, but if you pretend to be ¢ preternatural philosophers’
we are sure that you are impostors. There is no such philosophy,
no such things as supernatural phenomena.” -

But whether the Davenport exhibition is all imposture or not,
the claiwns of Spiritualism and its phenomena remain, and cannot
be disposed of by invective or ridicule. As the Rev. Dr. Maitland
«aid, in his essay on Superstition and Science,* Y ou cannot step out
and put your foot upon it as if it were a spider.” It willbe heard:
if it be a dangerous delusion, the sooner it is disposed of the better
tor the interests of society. It the phenomena called ¢ Spiritual ”
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be found to be real, and they can be shown to proceed from
some yet unrecognized occult force in nature, science will have
%aine(;y an important step in advance of her present knowledge.
Vhatever the result, it is all-important that a serious investiga-
tion should be made by a body of men duly qualified for the
task, and now that the public mind is once more alive to the
subjcct, it seems to me a fitting opportunity for enforcing the
necessity of such an investigation, so that out of this empty
Davenport controversy a practical good may be secured.

The Academy of s{Iedlcal Science, of Paris, settled the claims
of Mesmer in this way. That Spiritualism should be put in its

proper glace and authoritatively settled cannot be of less import-

ance. In the mean time I venture to admonish the sceptical to
be patient and careful.

THE DAVENPORTS AND THE CONJURORS.

At the close of our remarks in the last number we summed vp
the case between the Davenports and the conjurors up to that
time. It will be remembered that on one side were not oalv
the testimonies of the twenty-four gentlemen of eminent scien-
tific and literary reputation who joined in the report made by
Mr. Boucicault as their mouthpicce, after an examination whi
appeared to leave no point uncovered, but also the testimonuies of
many of the leading men of the press, which found insertion
however as if from correspondents only, in the leading journals
Mr. Oxenford in the T7imes, Mr. Edwin Arnold (not Matthew
Arnold as we stated in error) in the Zelegraph, the Rev. Jabes
Burns, D.D., and Mr. W. E. Hickson of the Westminster Rerice,
in the Morning Star, Mr. Dunphy and Mr. Borthwick, the editer
and the proprietor of the Morning Post, and Dr. Radcliffe and
Mr. Hume Williams in the Lancet. There was also the fact of
Mr. Sampson, the city editor of The Times, who is a known believer
in Spiritualisin, having a séance at his house, in which he made the
most minute and satisfactory examination, and which, though be
could not publish his observations in T%e Tvmes, he has sines
given to Zhe Manchester Guardian, for which he writes the
monetary articles, in an anonymous letter, endorsing the phens-
mena. This was one side of the question on whiﬁx we had t
git in judgment.

On the other side were articles ridiculing the absurdity of the
alleged phenomena, by Mr. Hollinshead in the Daily News, b
having ncver seen them, and merely taken up the positicn at
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random of their being gross imposture and delusion, and the
result of coarse and stupid conjuring—by The Times, in a note
to Lord Bury’s letter, in which he was reminded of the fable of
the Stork among the Geese ;—by Mr. Charles Kenney, in the
Standard, who under the signature ¢ Incredulous Odi’’ which
be has since dropped, and who said that he could not * adventure
an exact explanation of how the things were done, as the modus
operandi is at present an tmmature conception in my brain, but I
#ave @ shrewd guess at it ;""—Dby the Saturday Review, who also
without visiting the Brothers, found that ¢ the performances of
Houdin, Frikell, and Anderson, and other masters of the art,
are infinitely more clever and inexplicable than those of the
Davenport t{atemity,” and who asked, “but who wants to find
out a conjuror?”’—by Mr. Edmund Yates, who does  the
Flanear” in the Star, and who learns ¢ that the Davenports
ilwaystake about with themten confederates in their audiences—"
by Mr. Hutton, in the Spectator, who pronounced in favour of
he legerdemain theory, and recommend an investigation by such
men a8 Captain Inglefield and Lord Bury, assisted by physicians,
wd the sharpest of Sir Richard Mayne's force. Thus solemnly
ralled on by the press, to rid them of the nightmare that was
sppressing them, the conjurors were not slow to come to their
relief, particularly as the press had made it the question of
lie day, by constant and reiterated and rabid articles; and
sesides, it was likely to be a profitable advertisement with the
ynblic, who were by means of the press worked up to the last
iitch of excitement. Mr. William Morris, Mr. Henry Brown,
ind some other gentlemen of the Stock Exchange, had in their
wly rage allowed Mr. Tolinaque to put his untied hands in their
wckets, and to draw thence the means for a public exhibition
shich was to extinguish the Davenports, and he had had one
seliminary sitting at the house of Mr. Morris, in Eccleston-
iquare, an account of which was published in the Builder, and
hence ran the round of the glad press of England. This, how-
wer, Mr. Tolmaque said was only the beginning and the budding
:{ what he would do in a few days. Mr. Anderson, at St. James’s
all, to whom a cheap advertisement is so vital, could not longer
wstrain himself from assisting the public in their great need, and
i too gave a preliminary exposition of his art, before an en-
Lusiastic audience of the first literary and scientific talent in
London, who came anxiously to sec what he could do for them.
|t was not much to be sure, but they were very grateful, and he
sromized to leave no stone unturned for their relief, so that they
rent away full of hope in the future. It was significant, however,
iat both Anderson and Tolmaque had on different pretences
iefused to be present at the Davenport séances, or to assist the
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committee of twenty-four in finding them out. Such was the
state of things when we were obliged by the near approach of the
1st of November to form and express an opinion upon the con-
flict as it had raged up to that time. It became us to be cautious,
because although nearly all who had had opportunities of es-
amining, had come to a conclusion favourable to the genuinenes
of the phenomena, yet the conjurors expressed such a confident
gromise that they would at once repeat all the facts by leger-

emain, that we determined to wait for the result of their
trial before giving a final opinion. We, however, said that
if the conjurors could not re{)ieve the situation, we should be
obliged to give in to the phenomena, and we indicated a few of |
the crueial points to whicﬁ the conjurors should first direct their
attention.

What shall we say therefore? Another month has passed
away, and the Davenports have now been in England about
ten weeks. They have been pronounced authoritatively to be
common conjurors, who, after much practice, have learnt svmt
tricks, but which some of the leading papers allege to be tnfinst. 7y |
less clever and inexrplicable than those of Houdin, Frikell, axd
Anderson. How does this statement consort with the facts =
the case? because either the press must have been wronz in
saying this, or our conjurors must have been wilfully keeping
back their superior knowledge. This latter hypothesis ts hardiy
consistent with the fact that their interest lies very deeply m
doing their best, and in exposing the tricks if they can, beesne
the public and the press are in sore dismay at the present pes-
tion of things, and would give any amount of money, sul
shouting to be relieved from it. Neither is it consistent with the
fact that Mr. Palmer has offered a reward of £100 and all es-
penses  to any person or persons who can be found capable of
producing the same results under the same conditions, by leger-
demain.”” How is it that the gentlemen of the Stock Excharg
who patronize Mr. Tolmaque, and have already expended much
substance upon him, have not possessed themselves of this £1
reward? Upon their shewing, it would appear to have been ar
easy thing to do so; for the press and the conjurors talk much «
the darkness in which the Davenports work, as greatly favourin:
their power of deception, and indeed being necessary, as indeed
it is, to the phenomena they exhibit. The conjurors had the
same darkness willingly conceded to them to work in, and if
renders such great facilities, how comes it that they did pot
accept the challenge ?

erhaps this idea has more lately occurred to the press, for
we notice that recently they do not so frequently call it gres
and stupid conjuring, but now say that it is a very clever trick,
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which has only been acquired by many years’ constant practice.
Still that it is only conjuring, and that our conjurors can do it,
and indeed are now doing it. Yet no one comes forward for the
reward, and the allegation that the conjurors are doing it is
simply and absurdly false, whilst the other statement, that the
brothers have acquired their tricks by many years’ constant
practice, is shewn to be untrue by the fact attested at the beginning,
as well as through every week of the eleven years’ scrutiny of
them in America, that “the tricks’’ were done as cleverly
and inexplicably the first week of their being discovercd to be
mediums, as they are now at this day in London. All the con-
temporary evidence attests this peculiar fact. There is, there-
fure, a sad want of continuity in the statements of the press, no
less than in the promises and performances of the conjurors, and
we beg to draw their very serious attention to these discrepancies
on their parts, and to request that they will stand up like truth-
loving men, if they can at all reEresent that character, for this
Kme only, and without any jokes about the *structure’ or
® preternatural philosophy,” which are somewhat beside the point
pow in question, and apply their minds to these sad flaws in their
arguments. If any one of the conjurors were not strong enough
of himself to find out the trick, why did not half-a-dozen of the
leading conjurors, join together in a company (“limited”) to
expose the Davenport impostors, and extract this £100 from
their disgraceful pockets. There are Professor Taylor, Pro-
fessor Anderson, Mr. Tolmaque, Mr. Redmond, Mr. Sutton, and
Mr. Tawaka, “the great Indian rope performer and Spiritualist,”
who have been much exercised upon the subject, and have done
their best to expose it, but they have one and all hitherto signally
failed in making more than one step towards it. They have
with occasional failures untied themselves, and in a long time
they have tied themsclves, and that is the end of them, but
thev one and all decline sealed knots and proper tying, whilst
all the real wonders of the Davenports and which their tying is
only one of the means to secure against fraud, are left unat-
tempted even by the conjurors.

Vhat are we to decide then, upon this the very chosen ground
of the press and the public, that the conjurors were their Jeus ex
machind ? 1t is the only thing they have put forward for our
judgment. At first it was said to be very stupid conjuring, and
next it was very clever conjuring.  We have not hurried the
conjurors in point of time—they have had ten weeks within
which to perfect their arrangements—they have had the money of
the Stock Exchange at their back, and the huzzahs of applauding
literature and science to lead them on to victory—they have had
Mr. Palmer’s promise of £100 as a material trophy for their
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success, and they have had above all, their own prestige and the
good name of England to maintain and establish. Could strongee
incentives, or a fairer field be given to them? And yet they
have failed—they have failed utterly. They confess it, and the
press records it to their discomfiture. The magnificent hopes
which they raised, and the splendid promises they made to thes
patrons, have ended in some stale feats of tying and untving
which 1n not the least degree touch the phenomena of tl
brothers. Not even their friend the Revereml) Dobbs has, in te
weeks, come forward to repeat his exposure of Mr. Fay, or#
shew the conjurors how they may retrieve their damaged repute®
tions. Alas, too, Mr. William Morris and Mr. Henry Brown, &
the Stock Exchange, acknowledge that Mr. Tolmaque k
victimized them instead of the Davenports, and with lightel
pockets they have become wiser men. &‘he Tolmaque bond:
at a discount on the Stock Exchange, and we have even hear§
Stock Exchange men pronounce that word as applicable
Tolmaque, which Mr., Pickwick found so expressive of M
feelings towards Mr. Jingle when he said, “ Sir! you are
humbug !”

Even Mr. Hollinshead, of the Daily News, has descende
from his high position of lamenting over the folly of London, &
become a constant visitor at the Davenport séances, and at th
rooms of the conjurors. He has not found it beneath him to #
frequently a member of the committees on both sides of il
question, and he has several times published his decision that th
conjurors are nowhere in the race, and even that ¢ It is possik
that in the tricks performed by the Davenports, and which th
have studied from children, they will be able to hold their ¢
against all comers.”

Mr. Charles Kenny in the Standard,who no longer “ Incredul
Odi”' the “intelligent correspondent,” now writes leaders in th
paper, and far from finding that his former ¢ shrewd guess at if
will hold water, tells us, after witnessing Anderson’s performane
that ¢ the original demonstrations remain as tnexphcable as ¢
on the precise grounds taken up by the Professor.” 1In a se
notice of Mr. Anderson, Mr. ﬁenny says, “ Now this is all ves}
clever, but it is not equal to the performance of Mr. Redmond
Astley’s, nor does it go any considerable length towards
ravelling the mystery surrounding the Davenport Brothers. Y
must wait till Miss Anderson has had a very great deal
practice before we can look upon her as proving anything whe
about the Davenport séances.”” In a third article devoted to ]
Tolmaque, and after noticing Tolmaque’s refusal to be bound ¥
Captain Burton, the celebrated African traveller, Mr. Kenufl
again quite oblivious of his % shrewd guess and of his not beg
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at first & able to give an exact explanation of how it is done, as the
modus operandi was then only an tmmature conception in his brain,”
reiterates that, “ If the proof or disproof of a spiritual or any
other unnatural agency were to rest only on the rival feats of the
conjurors who have stepped forward to emulate the mysteries of
tying and untying, ¢ is not clear but that we should Lave to accept
the theory that these American youths are indeed the passive con-
ldudors of a force not hitherto studied by our Faradays or Groves.
'S0 far as the efforts of these antagomsts have gone the Daven-
jport Ghost has certainly not yet been lgid, and least of all by the
jexhibition of Herr Tolmaque. . . . .. The conjurors must not
E)t;empt to challenge anything like a close comparison with the

veuport Brothers, whose performances after the most strenuous
mnd successful efforts of their rivals, must candidly be allowed to
'remain as inexplicable as ever.’ :

There are several notices to the same effect in the Telegraph,
whilst Mr. Edwin Arnold, still in the guise of *“ a correspondent,”
puts the question between the Davenports and the conjurors as
‘follows :—* It must be the remark of all good observers, that
while the performances are attributed by their critics to conjuring,
td challenged as conjuring by the conjurors themsclves, no
'ipectator has Z;et offered any other explanation of them except
Wwcasin, whilst professional gentlemen like M. Tolmaque and

r. Anderson have produced nothing but a travestie of the mani-

tations, for the imilations hitherto publicly described omit just
é¢ most puzzling features of this odd American exhibition.” leo
-hen quotes from the Pneumatologie of the Marquis de Mirville,
‘Wdressed to the Academy of Paris, an account of a visit of
4. Houdin to Alexis, the famous clairvoyant, at the cnd of .
vhich Houdin made the following remarkable declaration to
be Marquis. ¢ Monsieur, I am a conjuror, and if there be a
wonjuror 1n the whole world who can shew such marvels, ¢ would
wnfound me a thousand times more—being one myself—than to
.dmit the mysterious agency to which you have introduced me.”
Pifteen days afterwards, when the matter had been turned over’
F\in and again in Houdin’s mind, he wrote a letter to the

arquis of which this is the closing sentence :—*“1 returned as
‘stonished as a man could be, and quite persuaded that neither
‘honce nor conjuring could have prodgwed effects so bewildering.”
41r. Edwin Arnold concludes his letter by saying, “ I offer this
3 a contribution towards fact, since it shews that a greater
wizard than any at present existing, the inventor indeed of the
ample secret of Mr. Anderson’s second-sight, encountered ‘mani-
Aastations’ which he could not explain, and what is almost
ranger, had the honesty to confess 1it.”

In the Morning Star, Mr. Edmund Yates, as the.Flaneur,

1
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pronounces that the rope-tying business ¢ was not as neatly done
as it is by the Davenports,” but he falls back upon the ten con- |
federates whom they always have in the audience, and naively
says ‘ if this be so they can easily let loose four of them to throw
about the tambourine, and to bang the company (at a baff
sovereign a-piece) on the head with the guitar.” At a later date,
the editor compares the Davenports and Mr. Redmond, and after
stating what was done by each, and which, so far as Redmond
was concerned was merely a repetition of his rope trick, he myi
“beyond the rope-tying, thetwo exhibitions have nothing in comman
As to The Times, we may fairly consider iat thrond§-§
Mr. Oxenford, and Mr. Sampson, its city editor, it is pledged ®
support the claims of the Davenports against all comers, and va g-
have no doubt it will do so when the proper times arrive. *
The Morning Post, through Mr. Dunphy and Mr. Borthwky
definitively pronounces against the conjurors in a series of notiee
We have now gone through the leading members of th§
daily press, and we find that they have already arrived at a o0
clusion for us upon the facts which they have accurately observes
and described, and we cannot fail to notice that unlike i)
Lpiritual Magazine, they were bound by all the propricties &
find for the conjurors, if they could possibly do so, whilst
might not unfairly be expected to have some strong leammé
towards at all events the poasibility of a spiritual explanatl
We are, however, at present only dealing with the questic¥'§
fact—whether or not the conjurors have succeeded in g
ducing the Davenport phenomena ? We can have no hesitati
in accepting the evidence of the press that they have not e
approached such a solution. Beyond this we would say ®
from our own personal observation, having witnessed for ours
the vain efforts of the conjurors, and having also now
frequent opportunities of ohserving the Davenport phenome
we could not have any respect for our own judgment or p
of comparison, if we did not state our eertainty that net ¢
have the conjurors failed, but that they will fail in all attes
to approach the Davenport manifestations. In all such &
time soon begins to become very essential, and we have felt §
week to week, that time was gcating the conjurors. Az 3§
time was only beating those silly fellows of the press, whe
the Saturday Review, were not content to say it was cnn
mercly, but must go on to expose more and more their fok
saying that it was clumsy conjuring. Clumsy conjaringz !
soon proved not to be, and now we can say that it is as <jif
proved not to be conjuring at all. It did not look like it
and it looks still less like 1t at last, and to help this view wi)
properly bring into the account that in eleven years the Bl

G e A S gl e




THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE. 559

have not been found out once—not once—throughout the length
aud the breadth of America, with all the conjurors and pressmen,
and doctors at their hecls.

With such evidence as is in their favour at this moment, we
would infinitely prefer, as a matter of logic and good sense, to
find it demonstrated at some future day that it wasrecally conjuring
after all, rather than adopt or adhere to that opinion now, with
every rag of evidence against its probability. Truly those who
can disbelieve on such evidence are the credulous simpletons, and
not we, who have only formed our opinion on what appears to us
to be as good proof as was ever given for any but the commonest
facts in nature. Had the Miiller jury better evidence to go upon
when they sent that wretch to the gallows to make his particular
rpe manifestation? If we may hazard a prediction we will say
that a considerable number of the British public will yet have to
follow his example of confessing under the stringency of the rope
trick, what they now deny on no better grounds than did that
poor murderer.

Thus we have come to decide the case, that the Davenports
and Mr. Fay are, perforce of the facts, genuine and truthful
mediums for what are called spiritual manifestations, and that the
rriously odd phenomena cxhigited through them in public, are a
part of the wide range of phenomena, which we record from
month to month in our colunns. We have come to this conclusion,
i we have shewn, from our own observation, backed by the
pinious of the daily press, that the conjurors have not disturbed
ke facts by any of their miserable attempts at imitation. But
vhat are we to say when to these we add the wonderful relations
piven in the preceeding paper by Mr. Coleman, of what he has
vitnessed, or received from eye-witnesses during the past month.
«t the critics keep their eyes upon those facts, and ask the con-
urors to imitate any one of them. They are a long way aside
f anything they hitherto attempted in public or in private, and
wre neither to be gainsaid nor explained away. The critics must
tand up to them frankly, and give us their explanations about
hem, which we know they cannot do. They are cnough
f themselves to settle the question so far as human evidence can
ettle it. In addition to these, we have the report of the 24,
rhich another month’s experience has in every respect confirmed
ad even largely extended. Besides these witnesscs, we are in
he position to inform our readers that Captain Burton, than
rhom a more competent observer can hardly Yxe selected, to take
» the case of the truth or falsehood of the Davenport phenomena,
as had several séances under conditions previously contrived and
eranged by him and his friends, in which the brothers have not
uly been exhausted of the possibility of confederates, but have
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had applied to them the most conclusive and repeated tests—
that in addition to being bound by ropes with sealed knots, ther
hands were secured with tightly applied tape, and the whl
further tested by the fixing of crackers between the wrists, which
on the least motion would be pulled out and explode, and thatin
this position Captain Burton and a friend were allowed to c‘;‘l‘ace
their feet over the feet of the two young men as they sat in chair
in a private drawing room. nder these circumstances the
manifestations, such as are now familiar to our readers, proceedel
so as to remove all possibility of doubt on the part of the
gentlemen present, ang who do not believe that any farther tes
nced be applied to insure the reliability of the phenomena.

We have farther had the opportunity of conversing with two
friends who within the last few days have been within the
cabinet during the public séances in Hanover Square, and ther
both assured us that it was impossible for any sane man to doubt
that what occurred to them, was entirely irrespective of any
active operation by the Davenports.

In addition to these testimonies we can now also refer to the
biography of the Davenports, edited by Dr. Nicholls, and which
has come to us too late to be noticed at any length in this number.
We place confidence in the facts, extraordinary as they ar,
from our perfect confidence in the truth of what we have verifiel
for ourselves, and from our not having any preconceived limit
of the extraordinary by which we can cast them out. Let this
book be carefully studied by inquirers, both as to its facts and
the arguments of Dr. Nichols, which we consider to be altogether
unanswerable.

Can anything further then be required, or be said, or con-
ceived, which is necessary to strengthen such evidence? - If it
can, we confess that it is Eeyond our power to invent it, and we
must therefore leave it to the ingenuity of others to find it out.

But, now, having waded through all these facts and circum-
stances, and opinions pro and con, in the endeavour to arrive at
a reasonable and common sense judgment on the question of the
Davenports, let us all ask ourselves what all this hubbub of the
{:ess has been about? Is the press really sincere, or has it ever

en.so, in stating a belief that this was a conjuring trick? It
would be very credulous in us were we to think so, for can it be
conceived that every newspaper in the three kingdoms wounld

bother itself or its readers about what it supposed to be a mere.

conjuring trick? The mere assertion that it was not done by
natural means, on the part of three young men from America
would not have been enough to interest the whole mass of the
][v;xblic, and set everyone gaping at his neighbour about the

avenport Brothers’ performances. Oh,no! it was not that! ‘It
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was the instinctive fear which each man of them had, that there
was really something in the shape of a new force or a spiritual
manifestation, 80 caﬁed, which, 1f it could only be proved to be
true, would be very unpleasant of digestion. What made the
press exult so savagely in the early declarations of the conjurors,
that they could duplicate the Davenport tricks in a few days?
What drew together, at St. James’s Hall, at the bidding of Pro-
fessor Anderson, ¢ Mr. George Godwin, Mr. Bayle Bernard, Mr.
Heary Mayhew, Dr. Radcliffe, Dr. Wakley, Mr. Edmund Yates,
Mr. Hain Friswell, Mr. Campbell Clarke, Mr. Tom Taylor, Mr.
John Hollinshead, Dr. Bachhoffner, and other gentlemen.” In
the words of the Standard, ‘‘in this assembly were represented
almost every profession, almost every class of life. There were
authors, journalists, architects, soldiers, sailors, doctors, lawyers,
men of science, and most unmistakably ¢rowdies,” and all in a
state of most demonstrative eagerness.” Was it because they
all believed that the Davenports were simple conjurors, and could
do a clever rope trick? Oh, no! they did not come for that
reason. They came because they feared that they were not
conjurors, and when Miss Anderson did her little rope trick, they
cheered her to the echo, because she helped them thus for a moment
to breathe again. ¢ Then, after all, spiritual manifestations are a
bumbug, as we always said, and Richard is himself again.”
Richard, however, must fall into the pit once more, for we now tell
him that these are spiritual manifestations, very low down in the
ladder perhaps, but exquisitely suited to his still lower state, and
he will have to eat the leek after all, however little he may
ke it.

This brings us to the true cause of the disturbance, namely,
that our public leaders of opinion in science and literature are,
aimost to a man, Materialiats, and total disbelievers in any other
agency but that which they call Nature. God and his merciful ever-
active Providence are to them unknown quantities, which, as the
cannot be distilled or put in a crucible, are ignored and declared
to be absolutely inadmissible in the world’s economy. The
Scriptures and their supernatural narrations are old absurdities
which no sensible person, they say, any longer believes in, though
they are an amusement to women and children. Colenso has at
last put them in the right place, quite out of sight of science and
literature ! And yet! oh, sad to say, if a single rap can be made
supernaturally upon a table, or if one of the Davenport tricks
is true, or if a single ghost story can be maintained, all the
Scriptures are brought back, and God and providence must be
hronght once more into the world! Truly the issue is a tre-
mendous one, and it entirely accounts for the presence of the
uen of science, and the authors, journalists, lawyers, and doctors
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upon the stage of Professor Anderson. They would go even
lower, if it were possible, if thereby they might maintain their
conviction that there is no such thing as spirit, and no proof of
its being able ever to have acted, or now to act in this world of
ours,

Science has culminated at last in this Jowest deep, and it is
active in putting forward its convictions, and has powerful
socicties and combinations of its own to support each votary.
They will work for one another, too, to help on the grand result'
of depriving man of God and of religion. Such men as Darwin
and Sir George Lyell, Dr. Hooker, Professors Huxley and
"I'yndall have their proofs at cach other’s service, and in a remark-
able instance which has come before us, we find some of thes:
worthies correcting the proof sheets of what appears to ue
nothing short of blasphemy. We allude to the work of
Mr. Herbert Spencer, now coming out in parts, under the nawme
of “The Principles of Biology.” We have no doubt that
Mr. Herbert Spencer, this last and greatest of the philosophers.
does not belicve in the Davenports, and we will say further, that
if he did, he would have put his froof sheets in the fire, instead
of sending them to Professor Huxley and Dr. Hooker fur
approval.  This will show our opinion of the cui dono and logical
stringency of rattling a gentleman’s head with a tambourine in
the dark, for it would puzzle Mr. Spencer to define to his readers,
even with the assistance of Messrs. Huxley and Hooper, the
laws of evolution and natural selection by which a spirit-hand
could be formed in an instant, and after throwing a musical in-
strument at his head, as suddenly disappear!

That we may do him and his friends no injustice, we will
quote his own words :—

* Prerace.—The aim of this work is to set forth the general truths of Bialocy,
as illustrative of, and as interpreted by, the laws of Evolution. . . . For aidm
executing it I owe many thanks to Professor Huxley and Dr. Hooker. Taer
have supplied me with information where my own was deficient ; and in Jooking
through the proof-shects, have pointed out crrors of detail into which I have

fallen. . . They must not, however, be held committed to any of the enunciao!
doctrines that are not among the recognised truths of Diology.

In this volume Mr. Spencer discusses the theory of Creation
by Spontaneous Evolution. He observes:—

What interpretation we put on the facts of structure and fanction i
each living body, depends entirely on our coneeption of the mode in whicz
living bodies in general have originated. .. ... ... We have to ebois
between two hypotheses—The hypothesis of Special Creation and the byp~
thesis of Evolution. . . .. .. ‘hose who espouse the hypothesis of special
creations, entangle themselves in theological difficulties. This assumption that
each kind of organism was specially desiined, carries with it the implicatcs
that the designer intended everything that results from the design. . . . if orgamistas
were scverally constructed with a view to their respective ends ; then the
character of the constructor is indicated both by the ends themselves, and th
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«<riection or imperfection with which the organisms are fitted to them.
(Bserve the cons . s+« o0..We may content ourselves with askin
rhy the earth is largely peopled by creatures which inflict on each other, an'av
n themselves, so much suffering? . . . What must we think of the countless
liforent pain-inflicting appliances and instincts with which animals are
ndowed? . . . We have unmistakable proof that throughout all past time there
1us been a perpetual preying of the superior on the inferior,—a ceascless devour-
ug of the weak by the strong. . . . How kappens it that animals were so designed
4 & render this bloodshed mecessary?® ... Whoever contends that each kind
f arimal was specially designed, must assert either that there was a deliberate
uention on the part of the Creator to produce these results, or that there was
sabdity to nt them. . . . . Why were not animals constructed in such ways
s to avoid these evila ? . . . . What shall we say on discovering claborate
pplisnces for securing the prosperity of organisms tncapable of feeling, at the
rpense of misery to organisms capable of happiness.

Freeing ourselves from preconceptions, we shall see good reason to think with
Ir. Darwin, * That propinquity of descent—the only known cause of the
milarity of organic beings—is the bond, hidden as it is by various de€rees of
odification, which is partly revecaled to us by our classifications.” . . . Various
suses of phenomena compelled us to conclude that cach kind of organism is
mposed of physiological units, having certain peculiarities which force them
arrange themselves into the form of the specics to which they are peculiar.
nd, in the chapters on Genesis, IHeredity and Variation, we saw reason to
tieve that while tke iolarities of the physiwlogical units determine the structure
the organism as a whole; the organism as a whole, if its structure is changed
‘incident forces, re-acts on the physiological units, and modifics them towards
uiormity with its new structure.

The last few lines contain Mr. Spencer’s luminous explana-
 of the manner in which organic beings are cvolved from
atter without a Creator, accor(‘fing to Mr. Darwin’s theory of
e “ Origin of Specics " by gradual evolution and development.
tke another curious fact, which we extract from a Paris paper,
nding in the same direction—

* M. Renan, author of * Life of Jesus,” on settling the semi-annual account
th his publishers on the 1st of July last, found that the sales of his book
thtly exceeded 120,000 copies.
This, then, is what science has brought us to—that if we do
t accept the Darwin theory of evolution or self-creation, we
I into the irretrievable theological difficulty of having a God
b0 creates tigers and hawks, down to the last of the infusoriz,
nch eats up%ﬁs neighbour, and Who therefore must be charge-
ls with this criminal blunder of His creaturcs. One is tempted
sy to such a wan as Mr. Spencer what Theodore Hook said
a person who was givin(;fv; himself airs of great importance,
Pray, sir, are you anybody in particular ?” and we wonder
wt would be Mr. Spencer’s answer. Truly, the Davenports
ve not come too soon, and we nced not be very particular in
viogising for the lowness of the phenomena, which are nccessary
Jestroy such blasphemous philosophy.
It is from the itfeas engendered by such philosophy as this
it the denial comes of spiritual possibilities. This i1s how it
mes to pass that we have the absurdity of “antecedent im-
rabilities ”” applied to such matters, which means only that
2 M2
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certain persons have reversed the case ‘of. Mrs. Wittiterly, whose
mind was too large for her body. -But; nevertheless, we are glad
to observe that a large and constantly increasing public is being.
formed, who have judged for themselves by the evidence of thew
senses that Spiritualism is true. In the case of the Daven m
all that the newspapers have done is to reassure the bling0 L
unthinking, who are much better out of such enquiry, that there
is nothing in it for them. Neither is there, and 1t had better b
left for the present with those who are capable of investigatic
and thought. The Davenports are daily. enlarging the numbeg
of these, and now that we have arrived at the full conclumm]
that their phenomena are genuine spiritual manifestations, withet
trick or fraud of any kind, we know that they will hold thd
ground, and cannot but constantly attract further believers
the subject generally. The time has not come for us in th
article to consider the oddity of the manifestations exhibits
through the Davenports, but only to decide upon the facts. Thi
is the first branch of the enquiry, and when it is fairly settled
we know that we have next to meet the arguments of our friem
the parsons, who are even already beginning their office o
preaching sermons against the Davenports, admitting facts, am
loudly proclaiming that the devil is at the bottom of them. Th
arguments of the scientific gentlemen and of the parsons are mc®
sistent with each other, bnt that is nothing new in their dealins
with this subject, the objections to which assume the most oppost
shapes, and have thus constantly enabled us to make the ¢
answer the other. We wish that, instead of attacking Spiritu
ism, the parsons would .attack the blasphemous philosophy
scientific scepticism, and help us to show that there is a spinm
world, whose wonders they persistently ignore, because th
dread their consequences.

THE years! how they have passed. They are gone as clouds go, on a s
day. They came, they grew, they rolled full-orbed; they waned, they died,
their story is told. Years that wrought upon us, in thought and deed, with
force and power of eternity—years, whose marks we shall carry for ever—
dissolved like the dew, and their work is finished. As they move softly
the far horizon, how do our hearts follow, with yearning love, the motions
parting days! We would hold them back, but we cannot, and in the
sunsct the bright days sink. And,with them how many that we loved
Loved! nay, love; for the love remains to shine on the memory of those
have Icft us, like the lamps that are kept burning in sepulchres.
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Notices of Books.
POEMS, BY JOHN LE GAY BRERETON, M.D.*

"HIS volume, though published in London, comes to us from a far
id, the author dating from Sydney, N.S.W. It isa welcome
ndication, that even in the land of the diggings the soul cannot
o satisfied with nuggets ;—that there are necessities of the
nward as well as of the outward life, urging it onward in its search
or the good, the beautiful, and the true. %)r. Brereton’s muse is
ender, pensive, and devout; it dwells amid human affections
ather than with outward nature. The sinsand sorrows of humanity,
nd its. final triumph, through the Divine Spirit working in it
nd purifying its baser elements, seems to be the key-note of the
ook, and nowhere is this note struck with more power, or does
:bring out a deeper and richer melody than in “ The Evangel
f Sorrow,” a poem of great beauty, and not less beantiful than
rue.

IS IT TRUE?¢{

‘1 pamphlet is a judicious compilation from some of the best
miters on the spiritual facts and philosophy ; and will be found
seful to put into the hands of inquirers. The author, *a Working
fan,” prefaces his selections with an earnest appeal in which he
ndeavours to use the affections as a lever with which to open
be heavy doors of apathy and prejudice, ‘that the light of a
etter world may enter in.”” There is no reason why the affections
hould not thus be addressed as well as the intellect.

farely human nature in this world of trial has need of all that can minister
vits better hopes and purer joys. Spiritualism—aliving reality, an impregnable
wt—offers well nigh all we can hope or wish for in this respect. It must exert
powerful influence for good on our thoughts and actions—it appeals irresistibly
»our deepest affections—it confirms our most cherished hopes—it sweeps awa
# ever those dreadful doubts—it lightens-our sorrows and dispels despair—it
:muves that terrible, vague, cankering fear of the supernatural—it confirms the
reat princi{ale of our religious belief, and, blessed thought to millions, removes
i from the limits of faith to that of sense. Shall we stand cold, indifferent, or
ppalled spectators before manifestations that offer to us so much comfort and
1iy? Do our affections urge no response to the tendercd intercourse with our
earty’ beloved who have * passed into the world of light ¢ Shall we turn away
s fear and trembling from the dear spirit-forms of mother, wife, children, friends,
~those who, while in this present life, no barrier, carth or ocean, no personal
suger, fear or suffcring, could prevent our holding communion with? Shall we

® Poems by Joux Lr Gay Brereron, M.D., Author of The Travels of Prince
Teqion, and other Poems, &c. London : Saxrson Low, Sox, and Marstox,

tthfu't True? Intercommunication between the Living and the (so-callerlz Dead.
Vith Frontispiece, ** in Memoriam.” I;Iy a Workinoe Max. London : F. Prrauay,
Fatermoster-row. Islc of Wight: F. N. Broogrick, St. Thomas-square, Ryde.
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refusc to heed their urgent messages, conveying renewed assurance of unceasing
love, affectionate counsel, and words of comfort and of hope ? 1 cannot avod
the conclusion, that the objection to Spiritualism as a subject too starting fr
investigation is, or should be, a gross libel on human nature. Shall it be said that
those who fearlessly and patiently earn their daily bread amidst the horrors of the.
dreary mine—whobreast undismayed the fury of the elements—who risk life bot:i
in the cause of humanity and of science—who meet death face to face on the bant:
field—of those myriad human workers, whose fate it is to endure life as man 2.
can, shorn of nearly all its blessings—shrink like cowards from the spirit-prescz.-
of those dear relatives and friends of a better world? Are the domains of ¢.-
fature life so uninviting—so terrible—that we dare not raise an inquiring glanc:
nor place our feet upon the deeply mystic circle which draws so close arvmnd =«
on every side? Shall we stand as though bereft of all that constitutes the rsz
before facts which take that grand, ennobling thought—a happy, spirit-ie
beyond the grave—out of the dim and often eomfortless regions of faith, r..
render it a tangible and present reality ?

One of the most interesting portions of this pamphlet is % A
Paper, read May 2nd, 1864, before the Isle of Wight Philosoph-
cal and Scientific Society, on the (so-called) Spirit Manifestation:.
by Joseph Paul, Esg., FR.G.S.” “As this Paper is now, w¢
believe, first published, it may be of service to give an abstract.!
its principal features. The opening paragraph reads as follows:—

The subject which I have the honor to bring before you this evening is <+
which, I am ashamed to say, I have till lately regarded with an obsti ]
- scepticism, as unphilosophical as it was discourteous towards those friends »* )
kindly attempted to enlirhten my ignorance. Instead of saying to my|
“ Men of the bighest intelligence and strictest integrity assure me of the truty
of certain facts, ] will examine them for myself,—I was rather inclined to sy,
*'The thing is plainly impossible, it is therefore utterly useless to bestow iz
ugon its investigation.” The time came, however, when circumstances alm.st
obliged me to be present ut what is called a séance, during which the phenom:sal
which I am ahout to describe were exhibited. I attended the meeting with the
full hope and intention of convicting the exhibitors of imposture, by discover:=z
the sleight-of-hand by which they deceived their visitors; but, like the * fxi
who came to scoff, and remained to pray,”’ I was convinced by what I witees-:’
that, to a certain extent, the statements which had been made to me were corr.«.
and a force existed in nature, and could be called into action-—either by meszs
of the living principle generally, or by that of mankind in particular—which wa-
not yet recognised in the current philosophy, and that an opening existed to a
new field of discovery. ‘

With this conviction, Mr, Paul substitated, for a Paper b
had prepared on the Polarisation of Light, a statement of the
facts he had ascertained on the subject which had so forcibis
aroused his attention. He confesses that it required a consider-
able degree of moral courage to enable him to adhere to hus
resolution. He says :—I might be certain that the measure which
I had meted should be measured to me again; that, as I bsd
regarded the votaries of the new science with a comfortakic
consciousness of superiority, and of compassion for their mentzl
weakness and credulity, so I must, unless I stifled my convictions,
be contented to be regarded by some as a dupe, and by others.
perchance at least as a hoaxer, if not as an impostor.” Like a brare
gentleman, however, Mr. Paul did not Lesitate to atfirm what ke
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was convinced was truc; and as ho was addressing a scientific
society whose business it was to observe and classity facts, he not
uoreasonably hoped to meet with some candid spirits who were
ready to enter without prejudice upon this new branch of science.

After some pertinent preliminary observations he gives a
crcumstantial account of a wvisit with his brother and two other
gentlemen to “a well-known medium.” They sat down to “an old-
fashioned circular tea-table about three feet in diameter, . . . .
with the strictest scrutiny nothing peculiar could be discovered in
it.”  After sitting from ten minutes to a quarter ot an hour, tho
ax persons present all felt a pulsation in the table under their
fingers, and shortly the table tilted on onc side, as though it
were about to fall into Mr. Paul’s lap.  In answer to questions it
was signified by raps that a spirit was present, and on Mr. Paul
holdixizf* the alphabet the name of his maternal grandfather was
spelled out. .

A number of other questions were asked, some serious, and others jocular.
To the former true answers were returned, to the latter answers which were
ralpably false. Now upon these answers I would observe that they could not
have emanated from the medium, who might have been supposed to produce the
i.nocks, since what truth there was in them could not by any possibility have been
krown to her, as they referred to family affairs, but they were known to be truo
to my brother and myself ; and that those which were false and absurd were in
sawwer to bantering questions, andeven suggested by them. . . . Uponthe question
iing asked, * Can the table be lifted from the ground by the spirit ?’* the answer
was , , , *and immediately the table rose from the ground to the height of
shout a foot, and remained suspended in the air during some seconds. I carefully
zzamined the table above and below, and am ready to affirm most solemnly that
zathing touched it below, and that the only contact which existed between it and
ke women mediums (who, it must be remembered, did not sit upon opposite sides,
lmt upon the same side of the table) was by their fingers being placed above it,
while the only mechanical effect of the four visitors’ hands which were kept upon
the table, must have been to press the table downwards. Supposing the possibility
«f the mediums’ hands being, by some means or other, adhesive, and that they
wald, through the adherence of their fingers to the table, have raised it on
their side, it is & simple matter of computation that the fulerum and the weight
teing given, and the distance of tho centre of gravity of the weight from the
fuicrum, the force they must have exerted to raise the table, as it was raised,
aust have amounted to several hundred-weights.} 1n order to afford time for
gloser and longer scrutiny, the question was asked, “ Would the table be held
swaspended in the air while we counted twenty ?” The answer was , , , and
s7ain it rose into space, notwithstanding the pressure of our fingers, and at each
word of counting, one, two, three, &c., bobbed a little downwards, as if itsely
emnting, till the number twenty was rcached, when it was dashed to the ground
with such emphasis as startled the experimenters, and must have rajher shaken
i« structure of the table. It was afterwards suggested that a much larger and
Lavier table—a loo-table—which stood in the corner of the room, should be
substituted for the light one with which we had hitherto experimented, and, upon

* These commas represent the knocks given in reply.

t P=W (WF), W=(say) 30Ib.
I'F
I’ F—=}inch, W F=24 inches,

ICH Lo 12 cwt. 6-7ths, ©
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.the trial being made, movements were produced quite as striking as those which
I have already described. At last, five knocks were given , , , , , which were
interpreted by the medium to mean that the alphabet was called for, when the
letters GOOD BYE were rapped out. After this unmistakable dismissal of
our party, it was in vain for us to attempt to elicit any raps, tips, or risings ; the
table’s strength had departed, and it had become like another table.

This ig followed by an account of a second visit to the
Marshalls, in company with a clergyman, and with results
similar to the first. Mr. Paul then entered into correspondence
with persons interested in the inquiry, among others, with
Professor De Morgan, of whom he speaks as “one of the first
mathematicians of the day, and the author of several works of
high repute on Mathematics and Logic; certainly he is one of '
the last persons in the kindom to be charged with credulity.”
He says:— .

1 described to him what 1 had seen, and asked whether he had witneseed .
gimilar manifestations, and whether he had been able to detect any juggimg !
tricks on the part of the mediums, or thought the movements 1 described
attributable to any known force. I.took the liberty of addressing the Professor
as an old disciple of his, having many years before attended his mathemasical
lectures. His reply was as follows :—

“ Dear Sir,—] am perfectly satisfied that phenomena such as you describe,
are genuine, and this from what I have seen, and heard on evidence which I
cannot doubt. What they arise from I cannot tell.

“ The physical phenomena which you describe are beyond all explanatien, |
but still there may be physical forces we know nothing of. The mental pheno- |
mena are vastly more difficult; there must be, so far as we can see, some unseen |
intelligence mixed up in the matter. Spirit or no spirit, there is at least a reading

of one mind by something out of that mind.—Yours truly, :
+ “A., DE MORGAN" <
Mr. Paul adds :—

To complete the description of the experiments which I have witnessed, 1 |
may mention that, subsequent to the Fpoceedings which I have described, 1 have ¢
experimented with Y’erfect success at home. On these occasious, all objectians
on the score of possible imposture on the part of a professional medium bave txes
obviated. Three or four of us were employed in searching for truth, with a full |
understanding that we were bound in honor not to attempt any trick or hosx ,
upon each other. In my own room, and experimenting with my own table, the -
same jerks and tippings took place as I had witnessed in King-street, but we '
bave had no rapping. The table has sometimes appeared quite unruly, battng .
with violence against one of the operators. The signals of the spirits {so T
have been given by jerks made in the direction of the diameter of the tahle,.—ia "
fact, elementary tips, or others in a tangential direction, as though a diff ;
attempt were made at turning the table on its axis. 1 have never seen s copa
tinuous rotary motion; in fact, the table has never been moved under my -
observation more than three or four degrees of its circumference. .

With these facts before him, Mr. Paul arrives at this result :— %
¢ T consider the fact fully established that, by the process 1 b%@
described, a force is elicited which is perfectly distinct from o -
forces hitherto discussed by scientific writers. At present the®;
subject is involved in profound mystery, but I have no doubt thaf.
the investigations of candid searchers for truth will at length bere=.
warded by the discovery of some simple principle, which will saf¢§¥
to account for the varied phenomena which have been recount@"_
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At the reading of his Paper, Mr. Paul had not advanced
farther than this. As regards the element of intelligence mani-
fested in these proceedings, Mr. Paul says :—

I think that, in some mysterious manner, the mind of each person who sits at
the table modifies the answers received ; and thus it comes to pass that, indubi-
ably, a visitor to a medium will receive information which he is certain is known
nly to himself, and, not being aware that the answers which are spelt out are
ut the reflex of his own mind, he comes to the conclusion that they proceed from
~:ne supernatural source.

Mr. Paul admits that what he has been able to ascertain on
he subject “is very little;” but from the honesty with which
hat little is recorded, we do not doubt that further investigation -
vould satisfy him that the theory of reflex action of the
nind is insufficient to account for many of the facts which this
nquiry presents ;—he would find that facts are disclosed and
houghts presented which are not in the mind of cither the
pedium or any person present at these séances, and therefore,
thich cannot be thence reflected, but must be referred to an
otstanding intelligence.

We commend the clear, candid, personal testimony to the
wts of this honest F. R. G. S. to his brother savans, and hope
hat they will join him in the inquiry into the nature of this
lleged new force, of which people, not quite satisfied with the
lumsy theory of imposture and conjuring, are beginning to
slk. If they do so with the thoroughness which all science
tquires, we have no doubt they will in the end find that this
new force 7’ is a very old force, being none other than the force
therent in the energies of the human soul and spirit, and mani-
sted toour sensuous perceptions by and through material agencies.

MORNING LECTURES, BY A. J. DAVIS.*

'HESE discourses are on miscellaneous topics of general interest,
ut having no mutual connexion, with the exception of the last
wur on the ¢ Summer Land,” as Mr. Davis terms the second
phere of human existence. In his preface he informs us that
the subject matter of the Discourses, and the language in
thich they are clothed, were drawn from the inspiration given
aring the moments allotted to their delivery—sometimes, indeed,
3c speaker had not chosen either his theme, or the line of
reument to be pursued until he arose to address the congregation.
"his fact will amply account for both the defects and excellencies
‘hich may be found sprinkled through the following pages.”

* Morning Lectures: Twenty Discourses, delivered before the Friends of Pro-
reag, in the City of New York, in the Winter and Spring of 1863. By Axprew
+x30% Davis, Author of several volumes on the Jlarmonial Philosophy. New
‘urit: Prous & Co. London: J. Bukxns, Camberwell.
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No doubt it will do 8o, but would it not have been better
-if the author, prior to ui)lication, had given the work that
careful revision that would have removed its defects, while re-
taining its excellencies? Mr. Davis in this volume is more than
usually severe against what he regards as the errors of dogmatk
theology, on which, indeed, he pronounces as dogmatically
as though he were the infallible head of an infallible church
Whether on this subject his views are right, or not, there can bs
little hesitation in affirming that he is not right in his tone—a
the scolding, snecring, an% sarcasm with which he has thought
Kropcr to assail the {Zopular theology. For the rest, he is plamy
onest, and outspoken, and we only regret that he has nat
allowed himself to do greater justice to himself and to b
themes. ¢ Whatever is worth doing, is worth doing well,” @
a proverb which eminently applies to book making. Ina
we have a right to expect something better than the crude f
of thought and the redundant verbiage tolerated in free and
premeditated talk. Books should be the fine gold of though
newspapers and pamphlets supply the smaller mental coin, nsef
cnough for the petty expenditure of the day, but, let us rememk
that a sovereign, though small in bulk, is worth two hundred
forty penny pieces. ‘I'he Paradise Lost of Milton, or a play
Shakespeare’s, is of more value than a cartload of the
popular picces of Lope de Vega.

MAN AND HIS RELATIONS.*

"T'u1s is one of those valuable books in which a philosophic m
gathers up the results of its observations, experiments, and res
tions during the greater part of an active lifetime on some g
theme ; and so fitting them into their proper places and prog
tions as to present at once a comprehensive philosophy and a
of art.

Man and His Relations dcserves to be classed with
works of rare merit, which, like Dr. Wilkinson’s The Hus
Dody and its Connexion with Man ; and Grindon’s Life: g
Nature, Varieties, and Phenomena ; rise above the mere mat
and sensuous view of man’s nature, and, realising iu all}
significance and issues, the fact that he is cssentially a spiri§
being, work" from this central truth, and thus bring out tg
and deeper views on all that relates to his physical nature §

* Man and Lis Relutions: Illustrating the Influence %"tlze Mind on ths 2
the Relations of the Facultles to the Organs, and to the Elements, Objects and
nomena of the External World. By S. B. Burrrax, M.D. New York: T ‘
London Agent: Buxxs, Progressive Library, Camberwell.
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well-being, as well as to his character, duties, and destiny as
the heir of an immortal life; for it is only as we grasp the
radical elements and forces of humanity, and comprehend the
onditions of their perfect harmony, that we can successfully
repair any breach that may be made in their integrity, so far as
s may be under the controul of human power. Life, in tho
stimation of our author, is a spiritual and natural revelation of
be Divine procedure. The outward processes of Nature demon-
trate the existence of inward forces; specific forms are the
naterial records of essential laws; the human body is a living
ivelation of the indwelling soul, and cach corporeal organ of a
orresponding hidden facuﬁy in the mind; so that the whole
:ganic instrument thus represents that complete assemblage of
iculties and affections whic‘ix constitute the human spirit. -

The phenomena that illustrate the laws and relations of the
mman mind are carefully classified : cach of the thirty-five
apters of which the work is composed, treating of some one of
< phases, so arranged that it is naturally developed in orderly
iccession from those preceding, and growing in intercst and
Atrortance as the author’s philosophy becomes more clearly and
lly unfolded ; some of the later chapters including such topics
“The Clairvoyant Vision;” “The iaw of Prophecy;” ¢ Phi-
wphy of Inspiration ;” “ Rationale of Worship;” and ¢ Natural
vidences of Immortality.”” These question arc treated in a
irit worthy of their high quality ;—with boldness and freedom,
t with al{ due reverence and becoming modesty. Were wo
lempting a critical estimate of the work 1n all its parts, we should
ve to point out here and there views we think erroneous, but
a whole we deem it one of the noblest works in elucidation of
mnitual philosophy and the true nature of the constitution of
an and its relations, with which we are acquainted. It would
idle to attempt to convey an idea of its character, by presenting
dated passages, which could at most serve but to illustrate the
rticular subject of the chapter from which it was taken, but wo
¥, in passing, remark that those of our rcaders who are
wested 1n the questions treated of in the valuable papers that
v recently appeared in this Magazine, on Spiritual Spheres
! Atmospheres, and on Mysteries of Nature and of Spirit, will
1in some of the chapters of this work much that will further
srm and stimulate their mental faculties on the subtle, but im-
tant topies therein discussed. In concluding a notice which,
1 space permitted, it would have been a pleasure to have ex-
quY to a length commensurate with our sense of the value of
«work under consideration, we may state that its conclusions
' not only derived from evidently wide rescarch, deep reflec-
u, and careful induction from facts, some of which are none the
:certain for not having hitherto received the attention they
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merit, but that many of the facts-are presented first hand from
the author’s personal knowledge and experience. Whatever may
be thought of his philosophy, it can scarcely be denied that the
body of facts he has here presented in its illustration have con-
siderable significance and value; and to those, especially, who
are interested in those views of man and immortahty which thi
. Magazine is established to promote, it will be found a repository

of both facts and reasonings which they will do well to study;
they are eminently calculated to strengthen those cheering and
consolatory views which it is our privilege to hold. As a miuor,
though by no means unimportant feature of this work, we would
mention the marked care and accuracy with which it 18 written,
as the lack of this has been a serious drawback to many books
that have been writter to illustrate the spiritual faculties and
laws appertaining to humanity.

SPIRITUAL POETRY FOR THE YOUNG.*

THE well-printed little book of 36 pages, of which the full title
page is given below, is a nice string of pearls of thought for
young people. The thoughts strung together are great enough
to fill the soul of a philosopher, and simple enough for the capaatr
of even little children; many of whom we have no doubt wil
find them easy to learn and pleasant to remember. Whether
Miss Sedgwick avows herself a Spiritualist or not, we are igno-
rant ; but many spiritual mediums are in their own experience
familiar with the mode of composition of these hymns for children,
as thus stated by herself in the Preface.—* In publishing thes
Pearls ohf Thought, for the use of schools, zmdp the benefit of
{aoung children, the Authoress does 8o, because ske believes they

ve been suggested to her for that purpose ; she disclayms all plas
or tntention of her own of doing anything so original as that of
reducing her ideas to words of one syllable. ’ﬁhe ¢ Hymn for
the Lord’s Day,’ the first that was written, flowed freely and
harmoniously from her pen, in the form it is now seen, withont
any effort of her own ; others followed, and then it was advised
these fragments should be gathered up, and a book should be
made of them.” We are gla.g to perceive that this candid avowsl
does not prevent the book being “had at the Sunday School
Institute and all Booksellers,” ang that it has reached, as it wel
deserves, a sale of ten thousand copies.

® Pearls of Thought sirung in Rhyme; or, Hymns and Songs in Words ¢f]
One Syllable. By Miss 8Scpawick. Tenth thousand. London: Wiiux
Macintosn, 24, Paternoster-row ; may be had at the Sunday Schoal Instimte,
41, Ludgate-hill, and all Booksellcrs. 1864.




