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« ROCHESTER r vNOCKINGS.”
• . *

W e present tlie fin lowing most authentic 
and  full acoount of ‘lie “Rochester Knockings” 
we have y e t . ,■ jeon. W e quote it  from Mr. 
Owen’s “ F o o t f a l l s  on th e  houndahy of 
a n o ti tc u  W o u ld .” W e deem it quite appro- 
prbKtu'for this, our first number.—Ed. E c le c ­
TIC.

The Ilydesvillc D w elling House.

,  DISTURBANCES IN WESTERN NEW YORK IN

. 1848. '

There stands, not far from the town of 
Newark, in tlie  county of Wayne and State of 
New York, a wooden dwelling—one of a clus­
te r  of small houses like itself, scarcely m erit­
ing the title  o f a village, but known under the 
name of Ilydcsville ; being so called after Dr. 
Hyde, an old settler, whose son is the proprie­
to r  of the house in question. I t  is a story and 
a half high, fronting south ; the lower iloor 
consisting, in 1848, of two moderate-sized 
rooms, opening into each o th e r; east of these 
a bed-room, opening into the sitting-room, and 
a bu ttery , opening into the same room ; to ­
gether with a stairway, (between the bedroom 
and bu ttery ,) leading from the sitting-room up 
to  the half-story above, and from th e  bu ttery  
down to the cellar.

This humble dwelling had been selected as 
a tem porary residence,, during tho erection of 
another house in the country, by Mr. John 1). 
Fox. .

The Fox family w ere reputable farmers, 
members of th e  Methodist Church in good 
standing, and much respected by the ir neigh­
bors as honest, upright people. Mr. Fox’s an­
cestors were Germans, the name being origi­
nally  Yoss ; h u t  both he anil Mrs. Fox were 
native born. Iti Mrs. Fox’s family, French by 
origin and R u tan  by name, several individuals 
had evinced tlie  power of second-sight,—her 

' m aternal grand-mother, whose maiden name 
was M argaret Ackerman, and who resided at 
L o n g  Island, among tlie number. She had, fre­
quently, perceptions of funerals before they 
occurred, and was wont to  follow these phan­
tom  processions to the grave as if they were 
material. .

Mrs. Fox’s sister also, Mrs. Elizabeth Hig­
gins, had sim ilar power. On one occasion, in 
the  year 1823, the two sisters, then residing in 
New York, proposed to  go to Sodus by canal. 
B u t E lizabeth said, one morning, “ W e shall 
no t make th is tr ip  by w ater."-' “ W hy so ?” 
her sister asked. “ Because I  dreamed last 
night th a t w e traveled by land, and there 
was a strange lady w ith us. In  m y dream, 
too, I  thought we came to  M ott's tavern in the 
beech woods, and th a t they could not admit 
us, because M rs .M o tt lay dying in the house.
I  know it will all come tru e .” “V ery unlikely, 
indeed,” replied her sister ; “ for last year, 
when we passed there, M r. M ott’s wife lay dead 

■ in the house."'’ “You will see. He m ust have 
m arried again ; and he will lose his second 
wife.” E very  particular came to  pass as 

. Mrs. Higgins had predicted. Mi's. Johnson, a 
stranger, whom at the tim e of the dream they 
had not seen, did go w ith  them, they  made 
th e  journey by  land, and were refused adm it­
tance into M o tt’s tavern, for the very cause as­
signed in Mrs. Higgins’s dream.

Mr. and M rs. Fox had six children, of whom 
th e  tw o youngest w ere staying w ith  them 
when, on the 11 tli December, 1847, they re­
moved into th e  house I  have described, llie  
children were both girls ; Margaret, then 12 
years old ; am i Kate, 9.

Soon after they  had taken up their residence 
in the dw elling referred to, they  began to 
th ink  it  was a  very noisy house ; b u t this was 
attribu ted  to  ra ts  and mice. D uring the next 
month, however, (January , 1848,) the noise 
began to assume tho character of slight knock­
ings heard a t night in the bed-room ; some­
times appearing to sound from the cellar be­
neath. A t firs t Mrs. Fox sought to  persuade 
herself this m ight be b u t the hammering of a 

.shoemaker, in a house hard by, sitting up late 
a t  work. B u t further observation showed th a t 
the sounds, whencesoever proceeding, origina­
ted  in tho house. For no t only did the knock­
ings gradually becomo more distinct, and not 
only were th e y  heard first in one p art of the 
house, then in  another, bu t tho family finally 
remarked th a t  these raps, even when not very 
loiid, often caused a motion, tremulous rather 
than  a sudden ja r , of th e  bedsteads and chairs 
—sometimes of the floo r; a motion which was

quite perceptible to  the touch when a hand 
was laid on the chairs, which was sometimes 
sensibly felt a t  n igh t in tho slightly oscillating 
motion of the bed, and which was occasionally 
perceived as a so rt of vibration, even when 
standing on the floor.

After a time, also, the noises varied in their 
character, sounding occasionally like distinct 
footfalls in the different rooms.

Nor were the disturbances, a fter a month or 
tw o had passed, confined to sounds. Once 
something heavy, as if a dog, seemed to lie on 
the feet of the children ; b u t it  was gone be­
fore the m other could come to  their aid. 
A nother time (th is  was late in M arch), Kato 
felt as if  a cold hand were on her face. Occa­
sionally, too, tho bed-clothes were pulled dur­
ing the night. Finally  chairs were moved from 
th e ir places. So, on one occasion, was the 
dining-table.

The disturbances, which had been limited to 
occasional knockings throughout February and 
th e  early part of March, gradually increased, 
tow ard the close of the la tte r month, in loud­
ness and frequency, so seriously as to break 
the  rest of the family. Mrs. Fox and his wife 
got up night after night, lit a  candle, and 
thoroughly searched every nook and corner of 
the  house; bu t w ithout any result. They dis­
covered nothing. W hen the raps came on the 
door, Mr. Fox would stand, ready to  open, the 
moment they were.repeated. B u t this expedi­
en t, too, proved unavailing. Though he open­
ed the door on th e  instant, there was no one to 
be seen. Nor did he or Sirs. Fox ever obtain 
th e  slightest clue to  the cause of these d istur­
bances. ,

The only circumstance which seemed to  sug­
gest the possibility of trickery or of mistake 
was, th a t these various unexplained occurren­
ces never happened in daylight.

And thus, notw ithstanding th e  strangeness. 
o f the thing, when morning came they began 
to  th ink  it  m ust have been b u t tho fancy of 
th e  night. N ot being given to superstition, 
they  clung, throughout several weeks of an­
noyance, to  the idea th a t some natural expla­
nation of these seeming accidents would a t  last 
appear. Nor did they abandon this hope 
till the night of Friday, the 31st of March,- 
1848.

The day had been cold and storm y, w ith 
snow on the ground. In  the course of the 
afternoon, a son, David, came to  visit them 
from his farm, about three miles distant. Ilis 
m other then first recounted to  him the partic­
ulars of the annoyances they had endured; for 
till now they had been little  disposed to com­
municate these to  any one. He heard her with 
a smile. “ W ell, m other,” he said, “ I  advise 
you not to  say a  word to  the neighbors about 
it. W hen you find it out, it will be one of the 
simplest things in the world.” A nd in th a t 
belief lie returned home.

W earied out by  a succession of sleepless 
nights, and of fruitless attempt's to  penetrate 
the m ystery, the Fox family retired  on th a t 
Friday evening very early to rest, hoping fora 
respite from the disturbances th a t harassed 
them. B ut they  were doomed to  disappoint­
ment.

The parents had had the children’s beds re­
moved into their bedroom, and stric tly  enjoined 
them not to ta lk  of noises even if they heard 
them. B ut scarcely had the m other seen them 
safely in bed, and was retiring to  rest herself, 
when th e  children cried out, “ H ere they are 
again !” The m other chid them , and lay 
down. Thereupon tho noises became louder 
and more startling. The children sat up in 
bed. Mrs. Fox called in her husband. The 
night being windy, it  suggested itself to  him 
th a t it  might be the rattling of th e  sashes. He 
tried  several, shaking them to see if they  were 
loose. Kate, the youngest girl, happened to 
rem ark th a t as often as her father shook aw in- 
dow-sasli, the noises seemed to  reply. Being 
a  lively child, and in a measure accustomed to 
w hat was going on, she turned to  where the 
noise was, snapped her fingers, and called out, 
“ Here, old Splitfoot, do as I  do !” T h e

KNOCKING IN STAN TLY  IlESI’ONDED.

That was the very commencement. W ho 
can te ll where the end may be ?

I  do not mean it  was K ate Fox who thus, 
half in childish jest, first discovered th a t these 
mysterious sounds seemed instinct w ith intel­
ligence. Mr. Mompesson, two hundred years, 
ago, had already observed a sim ilar phenome­
non. Glanvil had verified it. So had W esley 
and his children. So, we have seen, had oth­
ers. B u t in all these cases the m atte r rested 
there, and the observation was no further 
prosecuted. As, previous to the invention of 
the steam-engine, sundry observers had trod­

den tho very threshold of discovery and 
there stopped, little  thinking w hat lay close 
before them, so in this case, where th e  Royal 
Chaplain, disciple though he was of the induc­
tive philosophy, and where tho founder of 
Methodism, adm itting though/lie did, the pro­
babilities of ultram undane interference, were 
both a t fault, a Yankee girl,N}ut nine years 
old, following up, more in sport Hjnn earnest, 
a chance observation, became tho  instigator of 
a movement which, whatever its true charac­
ter, has had its influence throughout the civi­
lized world. The spark had several times been 
ignited,—once, a t  least, two centuries ago ; 
but it  had died qut each time w ithout effcct.
I t  kindled no flame till the middle of tho nine­
teenth century.

And y e t how trifling the step from the  obser­
vation a t Tedworth to the discovery at Ilydes- 
ville ! Mr. Mompesson, in bed with liis little 
daughter, (about K ate’s age,) whom tho  sound 
seemed chiefly to  follow, “ observed th a t it 
would exactly answer, in drumming, anything 
th a t was beaten or called for.”  But th is  curi­
osity led him no further.

N ot so Kate Fox. She tried, by silently 
bringing together her thum b and ' forefinger, 
w hether she could still obtain a  response. Yes!
I t  could see, then, as well as h e a r! She called 
her m other. “ Only look, m other !” she said, 
bringing together her finger and thum b as be­
fore. And as often as she repeated th e  noise­
less motion, ju s t so often responded the 
raps.

This a t once arrested her m other’s attention.
“ Count ten,” she said, addressing th e  noise. 
Ten strokes, distinctly given ! “ How old is 
my daughter M argaret ?” tw elve  strokes !
“ And K ate ?” Nine ! “ W hat can all this 
mean ?” was Mrs. Fox’s thought. W ho was 
answering her ? Was it  only some mysterious 
eclio of her own thought 1 B u t the n ex t ques­
tion which she pu t seemed to  refute th a t idea. 
“ How many children have I  ?*’ A oosked , 
aloud. Seven strokes. “ Ah !” she thought, 
“it can blunder sometimes.” And then, aloud 
“ T ry  again !” Still the number of raps was 
seven. Of a sudden a thought crossed Mrs. 
Fox’s mind. “Are they all alive ?” she asked. 
Silence, for answer. “How many are living?” 
Six strokes. “ How many dead ?” A  single 
stroke. She had lost a child.

Then she asked, “ Are you a man ?” No 
answer. “ Are you a spirit ?” I t  rapped.
“ M ay m y neighbors hear if I  call them ?” I t  
rapped again.

Thereupon she asked her husband to  call a 
neighbor, a Mrs. Redfield, who came in laugh­
ing. B ut her cheer was soon changed. The 
answers to  her inquiries were as prom pt and 
pertinent as they had been to  those of Mrs. 
Fox. She was struck w ith awe; and when, in 
reply to a question about the number of her 
children, by rapping four, instead of tlireo as 
she expected, i t  reminded her of a little  daugh­
ter, Mary, whom she had recently lost, the 
m other bu rst into tears.

B u t it  avails not further to  follow ou t in mi­
nute detail, the issue of these disturbances, 
since the particulars have already been given, 
partly  in the shape of formal depositions, in 
more than one publication,* and since they are 
not essential to  the illustration of th is  branch 
of the subject.

I t  may, however, be satisfactory to the read­
er th a t I  here subjoin to  the above narrative— 
every particular of which I  had from Mrs. 
Fox^her daughters M argaret and K ate, and 
her son David—a supplement, containing a 
brief outline, as well of the events which im­

* T he earliest of thaw , published in  C anandaigua only 
th ree  weeks after tho occurrences of tho 31st of M arch, in a 
pam phlet of forty pugra, entitled “ A  Repot t  o f  the M y a* 
terioua N o ise s  heard in the house o f  M r . John D . F ox%in 
H ydeeville , Arcadia, Wayne county, authen tica ted  by the 
ccrH/icatci and cop fi lm e d  by the statements o f  tfte citizens  
o f  that place and v ic in ity ,1* Canandaigua, published by E. 
K. Lewto, 1848. I t  contains twenty*ono certificates, dilefly 
given by the immcdiato neighbors, Including thoso of Mr. 
Mrn. Fox, of the ir eon nnd daughtcr-in  law, o f  Mrs, Ited- 
flcld, Ac., Ac., taken  chiefly on tho 11th ond 12th  of April* 
F o r  a  copy of tho above pam phlet, now very ecarco, I  nm 
Indebted to tho fam ily of Mr. Fox, whom I  visited In August 
1869, a t the  houso o f tho Bon, Mr. John  D. Fox, w hen I  had 
an opportun ity  to  v isit tho sm all dw elling  in  which tho 
above related circumstance!* took place ; descending to its 
cellar, the alleged sceno of dark  dcedi. Tho houso is now 
occupicd by a farm -laborcr, who, F araday-llke, “ does not 
bellevo in spooka"

A m ore connected account, followed up  by & h is to ry  of tho 
m ovement which hud b irth  n t Hydesvlllo, Is to  bo found In 
“ M odern  S p ir i tu a l i t y  its Facts and  F anaticism s,” by E* 
W. Caprnn, Boston, 1855, pp. 33 to 60.

M ost o f the  witnesses signing tho certificates' ffbovb refer­
red to  offer to  confirm  th e ir  statem ents, if  necessary, under 
oath ; and  thoy alm ost all expressly declare th e ir  conviction 
th a t tho  family had  no agency in producing tho sounds,that 
these were not referable to trick  or deception or to  any  known 
n a tu ra l cause, usually  adding th a t thoy wero no boliovers in  
tho supernatu ra l, and  lmd novor before heard  o r  witnessed 
an y th in g  not susceptiblo of a  n a tu ra l exp lanation .

m ediately succeed, as those, connected with tho 
dwelling in question, whicli preceded the dis­
turbances of the 31st of March.

On th a t night, tho neighbors, attracted  by  
tho  rum or of the disturbances, gradually 
gathered in, to., tho num ber of seventy or 
eighty, so th a t Mrs. Fox left the house for th a t 
of Mrs. Redfield, while the children were 
taken  homo by another neighbor. Mr. Fox 
remained.

Many of the assembled crowd, ono after 
another, p u t questions to  the noise, request­
ing th a t assent might be testified by rapping. 
W hen th ere  was no response by raps, and the 
question was reversed, there  were always rap- 
pings ; thus indicating th a t  silence was to  be 
taken  for assent.

In  th is way the sounds alleged th a t they  
wero produced by  a s p i r i t ; by  an injured 
s p i r i t ; by  a sp irit who had been injured in 
th a t  h ju se  ; between four and fivo years ag o ; 
no t by any  of the neighbors, whose names 
wero called over one b y  one, b u t by a man 
who formerly resided in the house—a certain 
John  C. Bell, a blacksmith. H is name was ob­
tained by  naming, in succession, the  former oc­
cupants o f the house.

The noises alleged, further, th a t i t  was the 
sp irit of a  man thirty-one years of age ; th a t 
ho had been murdered in the bedroom, for 
money, on a Tuesday night, a t twelve o’clock ; 
th a t  no one bu t the m urdered m an and Mr. 
Bell were in the house a t  the tim e ; Sirs. Bell 
and a girl named Lucretia Pulver, who worked 
for them, being both ab se n t; th a t tho body 
was carried down to tho cellar early next morn­
ing, not through the outside ccllar-door, b u t 
by  being dragged through the parlor into the 
bu ttery , and tlienco down the cellar-stairs ; 
th a t  it  w as buried, ten feet deep, in tho cellar, 
b u t not un til the  night after the murder.

Thereupon thc,party  assembled adjourned to 
tho  cellar, which had an  earthen floor ; and 
M r. Redfield having placed him self on various 
parts  of it, asking, cacli tim e, if th a t was th e  
spot of burial, there was no response until he 
stood in tho centre ; then the noises were 
heard, as from beneath th e  ground. This was 
repeated several times, always w ith  a similar 
result, no sound occurring when he stood a t 
any o ther place than the centre. One of the 
witnesses describes the sounds in the cellar as 
resembling “ a thumping, a foot or two under 
ground.” t

Then a neighbor named Duesler, called over 
th e  le tte rs of tho alphabet, asking, a t each, if 
th a t  was the initial of the murdered m an’s 
first name ; and so of the  second name. The 
sounds responded a t C and B. An attem pt to  
obtain th e  entire name did not then succeed. 
A t a la te r period, the full name, (as Chas. B. 
Bosnia,) was given in th e  same way in reply to  
the questions of Mr. David Fox. Still it  did 
n o t suggest itself to any one to  attem pt, by 
th e  raps, to  have a communication spelled out. 
I t  is a rem arkable fact, and one which in a 
measure explains the lack of further results 
a t  Tedworth and a t Epworth, th a t it  was no t 
till about four months afterw ard, and a t  Ro­
chester, th a t the very first b rief communica­
tion  by raps was obtained ; tho  suggester 
being Isaac Post, a member of tho Society of 
Friends, and an old acquaintance of the Fox 
family.

The report of the n igh t’s wonders a t Ilydes­
villc spread all over the  neighborhood ; and 
n ex t da}’, Saturday, the house was beset by a 
crowd of the curious. B u t while daylight las t­
ed there were no noises.:J These re-commen­
ced before seven o’clock in the evening. T hat 
n ight th ere  wero some th ree hundred people 
in and about the house.§ Various personB 
asked questions ; and th e  replies corresponded 
a t  every point to  those formerly given.

Then i t  was proposed to  dig in tho cellar ; 
bu t, as th e  house stands on a flat plain no t far

f  “ R eport o f  the M ysteriou* N o ite$ y  p . 25. Seo also p. 
17.

M r. M arvin  Losey nnd Mr. D avid Fox, stato  In th e ir  re ­
spective certificates, th a t pn tho  n ig h t o f Saturday, A pril 1, 
w hen tho crow d wero asking questions, i t  was a rranged  
th a t  thoso In tho cellar should n il stand  in  ono plnco, cxcept 
ono, Mr. p ir lo s  Hydo, while th a t  ono moved about to  differ­
e n t spots *, nnd  th a t Mr. Dueslor, being  in  tho bedroom  
abovo, w here o f courso ho could n o t see M r. Hydo nor a n y  
ono else In tho cellar, should bo tho questioner.. T hen aa 
M r. Ilydo stepped abou t in tho  cellar, tho  question w as re ­
peated by M r. Duesler in tho bedroom , “  I s  any  ono s tan d ­
ing  over tho  placo w here tho body was buried  V* In  overy 
instance, aa soon as M r. Hydo stoppod to tho  centra o f  tho  
ce llar tho rap s  were heard, so th a t  both  thofco In tho ce llar 
an d  thoso in  tho  rooms abovo h ea rd  them  ; b u t as .often as 
ho stood anyw horo elso thcro w as a silence. This waa re ­
peated again and again.—“.Rfpori of the M ysterious Noiaas,” 
pp . 20 and 28.

$ Tho n e x t day, howover, Sunday, A pril % th is w as re ­
versed. Tho noises responded th rou g h o u t tho day, b u t 
c c a se d in th o  e v e n in g  and wero n o t [obtained th roughou t 
tho  n ight.—“ R epo it o f  the M y ite r io u s  N o i s e s p. 0. .

, g “ R eport o f  the M yattrious NoUcat"  p . 15.

from a nmall sluggish stream, tho  diggers 
readied w ater a t the depth of less than tbreo 
feet, nnd had to  abandon the a ttem p t. I t  was 
renewed on Monday, the 3rd A pril, and again, 
the nex t day, by Mr. David Fox and others, 
bailing and pumping out the w a te r ; b u t they  
could not reduce i t  much, and had to  give 
up. II

A t a later period, when the w a te r had much 
lowered, to  w it, in tho summer o f 1848, Mr. 
David Fox, aided by Messrs. H enry  Bush and 
Lyman Granger, of Rochester, and  others, re­
commenced digging in the cellar. A t tho 
depth of five feet they  came to  a plank, through 
which they bored w ith an auger, when, tho 
auger-bit being loose, it  dropped through ou t 
of sight. Digging further, they found Eeveral 
pieces of crockery and some charcoal and 
quicklime, indicating th a t tho soil m ust, a t 
some time, have been disturbed to  a  considera­
ble depth ; and finally, they camo upon some 
human hair, and Eeveral bones, which, on ex­
animation by  a medical man skilled in ana­
tomy, proved to  be portions of a  human skele­
ton, including tw o bones of tho hand and cer­
tain  parts of the s ltu ll; bu t no connected skull 
was found.*

I t  remains briefly to  trace the antecedents of 
the disturbed dwelling.

W illiam Duesler, one of those w ho gave cer­
tificates touching th is m atter, and who offers 
to  confirm his testim ony under oath, states 
th a t he inhabited tho same house seven years 
before, and th a t during the term  of his resi­
dence there, he never heard any noise of tho 
kind in or about the premises. H e  adds th a t 
a Mr. Johnson, and others, who, like himself, 
had lived there  before Mr. Bell occupicd tho 
dwelling, make the same sta tem en t.! .

Mrs. Pulver, a  near neighbor, states tha t, 
having called one morning on Mrs. Bell wliilo 
she occupied the house, she, (M rs. B .) told her 
she felt very ill, no t having slept a t  all during 
the previous n ig h t; and, on being asked w hat 
the m atter was, Mrs. Bell said sho had thought 
she heard some one walking about from ono 
room to another. Mrs. P u lv e rfu rth e r deposes 
th a t she heard Mrs. Bell, on subsequent occa­
sions, speak of noises which she could no t ac­
count for.J

The daughter of this deponent, Lucretia 
Pulver, states th a t she lived w ith  Mr. and 
Mrs. Bell during p a rt of tho time they  occupicd 
the house, namely, for three m onths during 
the w inter of 1843-44, sometimes working for 
them , sometimes boarding w ith them , and go­
ing to  school, she being then fifteen years old. 
Sho says Mr. and Mrs. Bell “  appeared to  
be very good folks, only ra th er quick tem ­
pered.”

She sta tes th a t, during tho  la tte r  p art 
of her residenco w ith  them, one afternoon 
about tw o o’clock, a peddler, on foot, ap­
parently  about th ir ty  years of age, wearing 
a black frock coat and light colored pan­
taloons, and having w ith  him a  trunk  and 
a basket, called a t  Mr. Bell’s. Mrs. Bell 
informed her she had known him  formerly.— 
Shortly after ho came in, Mr. and  Mrs. Bell 
consulted together for nearly h a lf  an hour in 
the bu tte ry . Then Mrs. Bell to ld  her—very 
unexpectedly to  her—th a t they d id  not require 
her any more; th a t she (M rs. B .)w as going th a t 
afternoon to  Lock Berlin, and th a t  she (Lu­
cretia,) had b e tte r  re tu rn  homo,as they  thought 
they  could no t afford to  keep her longer. Ac­
cordingly Mrs. Bell and Lucretia left tho 
house, the  peddler and Mr. Bell remaining. 
Before she w ent, however, Lucretia looked a t 
a piece of delaine, and told th e  peddler sho 
would take a dress' of it, if ho w ould call the 
nex t day a t  her father’s houso, h a rd  by, which 
he promised to  do, bu t he never came. Three 
days afterw ard, Mrs. Bell returned, and, to  
Lucretia’s surprise, sent for hor again to stay 
w ith them.

A few days after this, Lucretia began to  
hear knocking in the bedroom—afterw ard oc­
cupied by M r. and Mrs. Fox—w here sho Blept. 
The sounds seemed to  be under tho  foot of the 
bed, and w ere repeated during a  num ber of 
nights. One night, when Mr. an d  Mrs. Bell 
had gone to  Lock Berlin, and she h a d  rem ained 
in th e  houso w ith her little  b ro th e r and a 
daughter of Mr. Losey, named Amelia, they 
heard, about twelve o’clock, w h a t Eeemed to 
be tho footsteps of a  m an w alking in the bu t­
tery . They had n o t gone to  b ed  till eleven, 
and had no t y e t fallen asleep. I t  sounded as

'  |  Ib id , p. 20. ■
•  “  Modern S p ir itu a l! ,m ,” p. H . Mr. D a tid  Fox, during  

m y v is it to h im , confirm ed to  me tho tru th jo f  this.
f  “  Report o f  the M y ittr im u  IfoU u ,"  P- M-
t  Ib id , pp. 87, 38.
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if wroe ono croiiwed the bu tte ry , then Wont 
down th e  collar-stair, th en  walked port of tho 
way across th e  cellar, and stopped. The girl* 
were greatly frightened, go t up, and fastened 
doors and windows.

A bout a week after th is , Lucretla, having 
occasion to  go down into th e  cellar, screamed 
out. » Mrs. Bell asked w h a t was the m atter. 
Lucretia exclaimed, “ W h a t has Mr. Bell been 
doing in the cellar V  She had sunk in the 
soft soil and fallen. Mrs. Bell replied th a t it 
was only ra t holes. A fow days afterward, a t 
nightfall, Mr. Bell carried some earth  into tho 
cellar, and was a t  work there  some time. Mrs. 
Bell said ho w as filling up ra t  lioles.J

Mr. and Mrs. Weckman depose th a t they oc­
cupied the house in question, after Mr. Bell 
left it, during eighteen months, namely, from 
the spring of 184C, till the autum n of 1847.

A bout March, 1847, one night, as they  were 
going to  bed, they  heard knockings on the out­
side door ; b u t when they opened there  was no 
ono there. This was repeated, till M r. AVeek- 
man lost pa tience; and, after searching all 
round the house, ho resolved, if possible, to 
detect these disturbers of his peace. Accord­
ingly, he stood w ith  his hand on the. door, 
ready to  open i t  a t  the instan t the knocking 
was repeated. I t  was repeated, so th a t he felt 
the door ja r  under his hand ; but, though he 
sprang out instantly  and searched all round 
the house, ho found not a  trace of any in­
truder.

They were frequently afterward disturbed by 
strange and unaccountable noises. Ono night, 
Mrs. W eokman heard w liat seemed the foot­
steps of some ono walking in tho ccllnr. 
Another night ono of her little  girls, eight 
years old, screamed out, so as to  wake every 
ono in tho house. Sho said something cold 
had been moving aver her head and face ; and 
it  was long ere th e  terrified child was pacified, 
nor would sho consent to  sleep in tho same 
room for several nights afterward.

Mr. ‘Weckman offers to repeat his certificate, 
if required, under oath.§

B ut i t  needs no t further to  multiply extracts 
from these depositions. Nothing positive can 
bo gathered from them. I t  is certain, how- 
over, th a t the peddler never re-appeared in 
Ilydesvillo nor kep t his promise to  call. On 
tho o ther hand, Mr. Bell, who removed early 
in 1840 to  tho tow n of Lyons, in the same 
county, on hearing tho reports of tho above 
disclosures, came forthw ith to  the scene of his 
former residence, and obtained from tho neigh­
bors, and made public, a  certificate setting 
forth th a t  “ they  never knew  anything against 
his character,” and th a t when ho lived among 
them “ they thought him, and still th ink him, 
a man of honest and upright character, incapa- 

' ble of comm itting crime.” This certificate is 
dated A pril 5 (six  days atyer tho first com­
munications), and is signed by  forty-four per­
sons. The au thor of tho “ Report o f 'th e  
Mysterious Noises,” in giving it  entire, adds, 
th a t others besides the signers are willing to  
join in tho recommendation.il

I t  is proper also to  state, in this connection, 
tha t, a few months afterw ard,—to w it, in Ju ly  
or August, 1848,—a circuinstanco occurred a t 
Rochester, New York, somewhat analogous in 
character, and indicating th e  danger of indul­
ging, w ithout corroborating evidence, in suspi­
cions aroused by  alleged spiritual information. 
A young peddler,with a wagon and tw o horses, 
and known to bo possessed o f several hundred, 
dollars, having pu t up a t a  tavern in th a t city, 
suddenly disappeared. Public opinion settled 
down to  tho belief th a t ho was murdered. Aii 
enthusiastic Spiritualist had tho surmise con- 
finned by  the raps. Through th e  same medium 
tho credulous inquirer was informed th a t the 
body lay in tho canal, several spots being suc­
cessively indicated where i t  could bo found. 
These were anxiously dragged, bu t to  no pur­
pose. Finally tho dupe’s wife was required to  
go into tho canal a t a designated point, where 
sho would certainly discover tho corpso ; in 
obeying which injunction she nearly lost her 
life. Some months afterw ard, tho alleged vic­
tim  reappeared ; ho had departed secretly for 
Canada, to  avoid the im portunities of his credi­
tors.*

In  the Ilydesvillo case, too, thero was some 
rebutting evidence. The raps had alleged tha t, 
though the peddler’s wife w as dead, his five 
children lived in Orange county, New York ; 
but all efforts to  discovor them  thero were 
fruitless. Nor.does i t  appear th a t any man 
named Rosma was ascertained 'io  have resided 
thero. '

I t  remains to  be added th a t  no legal proceed­
ings were ever instituted, e ither against Mr. 
Bell, in virtue o f tho suspicions aroused, or by 
him against those who expressed such suspi­
cions. He finally left tho country.

I t  is evident th a t  no sufficient case is made 
out against him. Tho statem ents of the earth ­
ly  witnesses amount to  circum stantial oyidcnco 
only ; and upon unsupported ultrnm undano 
testim ony no dependence can bo placed. I t  
may supply hints ; i t  may suggest inquiries ; 
bu t assurance i t  cannot give.

R eport o f  tlit M tj i tm e u i  Noiiei,’’ pp. JJ, 30 Rnd 3T. I  
h»Y0 ndilcd n few m in o r particular*, rclatod by Lucrotla to 
Mr«. Fox.

|  Ibid, pp . 33, 34. '
* “ Report of the Sfytterioui Naitet," pp. 88,89.

' ) ■ -v. ■ '

Tho Ilydesvillo nairatlve, however, as one of 
unexplained disturbances, like those a t  Cide- 
ville, a t  Ahrcnaburg, a t Slawcnsik, a t  Epworth, 
and a t  Tedworth, rests for verification on tho 
reality  of tho phenomena themselves, no t on 
tho accuracy of tho extrinsic information al­
leged to  bo thereby  supplied.! *

u  F R A T E R N IT Y  TRACTS.”

W e have received Nos. 2, 3 ,4 , 5 and 6, of 
tho Tracts selected from the writingH of The­
odore Parker, No. 2 of which we below pre­
sent. I t  is quite characteristic of the author.

Errors o f  the Popular T h eo logy ..

Tho Popular Theology, common to all Chris­
tendom, logically rests on this supposition: 
I t  is wholly impossible for man, by  himself, to 
ascortain any moral or religious t r u th ; he 
cannot know th a t  tho soul is immortal, th a t 
there is a  God, th a t  it  is right to  love men, 
and wrong to  hate  ; he m ay have “ opinions,” 
b u t they will be  “ only whims j” belief in 
im m ortality, “ one guess among m a n y t h e r o  
can bo no knowledge of justice, no practice of 
charity  and forgiveness. B ut God lias made 
a  miraculous communication of doctrines on 
m atters pertaining to religion; these are com­
plete, containing all tho tru th  th a t man will 
ever need to  know  on religion; and perfect, 
having no error a t  a l l ; m an must accept these 
as ultim ato authority  in nil th a t pertains to 
religion—to Sentiments, Ideas, and Actions. 
The sum of these miraculous doctrines is 
called tho “ Supernatural Revelation ;” i t  is 
tho peculiar heritago of Christians, though 
part of it  was designed originally for the Jews,, 
and previously delivered to  them , who were 
once tho “peculiar people,” “ the Lord’s own,” 
b u t now, in consequence of their refusing the 
new Revelation, which repeals the  old, are 
“ cast off and rejected.” The Catholic main­
tains th a t the Roman Church is tho exclusive 
depository of this miraculous revelation, and 
the P ro testan t lim its it to  the B ib le ; b u t both, 
and all their manifold sects, claim to  rest on 
this foundation—th e  W ord of God, supernat­
ural, miraculous, exclusive, and infallible. 
Ilenco their ministers profess to  derive the 
“ power to bind and loose,”  and claim to  teach 
w ith an authority  superior to Reason, Con­
science, tho H eart and Soul of man. Ilenco 
they  call their doctrine “ divine all else is 
only “ human teaching,” “ founded in reason, 
bu t w ith no authority .” Ilenco Theology is 
called “sacred,” n o t because true, and so far as 
true—for then th e  tru th s which Thales, or 
which P lato  taugh t were also “ sacred” and 
“ diviner;”  bu t as miraculous in its origin, 
coining from a source which is outsido of hu­
man consciousness, and above all tho doubts 
of men. In  virtue of this miraculous revela­
tion, tho meanest priest ever le t looso frpm 
Rome, or tho sm allest possible m inister ever 
brooded into motion at Oberlin or Princeton, 
is supposed to know more about God, man, 
and the relation between them, than  Socrates 
and all the “ uninspired” philosophers, from 
Aristotle of Stagyra, down to Baur of Tubin­
gen, could ever find out w ith  all the thinking of 
the ir mighty heads.

Now there is no philosophic o r historical 
foundation for th is vast fiction; i t  is “ such 
stuff as dreams are made o f t h e r e  is no su­
pernatural, miraculous, or infallible revelation; 
tho Roman Church has none such, the P ro tes­
tan t none ; it is no t in the B ib le; b u t tho Uni­
verse is the only Scripture of God—M aterial 
N ature its Old Testam ent, Human N ature the 
New, and in both fresh leaves get w ritten  over 
every day. Inspiration conies not supernatu­
rally and exceptionally, by tho miraculous act 
of G od; bu t naturally  and instantially, by the 
normal act of man, and is proportionate to 
the individual’s powers and use thereo f; the 
tes t of inspiration is in the doctrine, not ou t­
side thereof; its T ruth  the only proof th a t 
w hat man thinks is nlso thought by God ; all 
tru th  is equally H is word, and they  who dis­
cover i t  are alike inspired—w hether tru th  
pertaining to  Astronomy or Religion ; the 
highest authority  for any doctrine is its agree­
m ent w ith fact—facts of observation, or of in­
tuitive or demonstrative consciousness. Surely 
no man, no sect, no book nor oracle, is m aster 
to a  single soul, for each man is born a new 
Adam— '

'  “ Tho world Is a ll beforo M m whoro to clioo&o
Ills  placo of res t, anil l’roVidenco hit) guido.”

W ho shall daro bind tho spirit of man and 
say, “ Thus far slialt tliou reason, bu t no 
farther, and here shall thy  proud thoughts be 
stayed ?” The smallest priest ! B ut who 
can stay  the movement o f those orbs in the 
spiritual heaven ? Only lie , who, in the con­
stitu tion  of our spirit, gave us th a t great char­
te r  which secures unbounded freedom of 
thought. ' A spoiled child, a little  wayward- 
minded girl, idiotic even, may command' a 
thousand adult persons, if they bo b u t slaves! 
W hat if they  are men ? .

f  F or details, boo “  M odern S p ir lt im H fim p p . 00 to  G2. 
I f  wo concedo tho rea lity  of tho sp irlt-rap , and  i f  wu n*- 
sumo to  judgo of u ltram uudano intentions, we m ay im agine 
th a t tho  purposo wo*, by  so early  and  so m arked a  lesson, to 
w arn  men, em u  from tho  commoncemeut, agniuat p u ttin g  
im plicit fa ith  in sp iritua l com munications.

I t  is w orthy  o f rom ark , howover, tha t thero  is th i s  g rea t 
dlfforcnco in  theso tw o caaKi, th a t tho  Hydeovillo com m uni­
cations camo by spontanoous agency, uncalled for, unlooked 
for, w hile th o w  obtained a t  .Rochester wero ovokedjand c i -  
pectotf.

Once the hierarchy of philosophers sought 
to  sh u t men in the midland eeas, between tho 
tw o Hercules’ Pillars of A ristotle and P to le­
my ; none m ust sail forth w ith venturous keel 
into the  wide ocean, seeking for scientific 
t r u t h ; man m ust only paddlo about the shoros, 
w here tho masters had named all the headlands 
and marked ou t the way. W hat honor do we 
pay to  men who broke the spell th a t bound 
tho race 1 Once kings forbade all thought and 
speech about tho S tate  ; the subject m ust not 
doubt, bu t only answer and obey. W here will 
such ty ran ts go 1 L et future Cromwells say. 
In  Theology, such men aro forbid to th ink , to 
doubt, to reason arid inquire. “ Search the 
Scripture” is made to mean, accept i t  as an 
idol. So we see men chained by the neck to 
some post of authority, their heads also tied 
down to  their feet, forever hobbling round and 
round, picking some trampled grass on the 
closely nibbled spot, yet counting their limp­
ing stum ble as the divine march of the heaven­
ly host, and th e  clanking of their chains as the 
music of the spheres, most grateful unto God. 
Now and then some minister conies down and 
moves off tho human cattle, and ties them  out 
to feed on some other b it of well-trod land, 
while all before us reaches out tho heavenly 
pasture, for which we long, and faint, and 
die. •

I t  is an amazing spectacle! Modern science 
has shown th a t  the Theological astronomy, 
geology and geography aro mixed w ith whims, 
which overlay their fac ts ; th a t the Theologi­
cal H istory is false in its chief particulars, re­
lating to  the origin and development of m an­
kind ; th a t its  metaphysics are often absurd ; 
its chief premises false ; th a t the whole tree  
is of gradual grow th ; and still men have the 
hardihood to  pretend it is all divine, all true, 
and th a t  every tru th  in the science and morals 
of o u r times, nay, any piety and benevolence 
in hum an consciousness, has come from the 
miraculous Revelation, and this alone ! T ru ly  
it is a  m inister’s du ty  to  expose this claim, so 
groundless, so wicked, so absurd, and refer 
men to  the perpetual revelation from God, in 
tho facts of his world of m atte r and of 
man. ■

This scheme of Theology''stands in tho w ay 
of m an’s progressive improvement. I t  im ­
pedes human progress more^than all the vices 
of passion, drunkenness, and debauchery ; 
more than all tho abominations of slavery, 
which puts the chains on every eighth m an in 
this republican Democracy ! Accordingly the 
Teacher who wishes to  secure a normal devel­
opment of the religious faculties of men, and 
to d irec t their powers so as to  produce tho 
highest human welfare, m ust use all the  
weapons o£ Science against the errors of th is 
Theology, opposing them as L uther opposed 
the Pope and Roman Church, as Paul and 
Jesus the polytheism and pharisaism of the ir 
time ; yes, as Moses withstood the idolatry of 
Egypt— not w ith  ill-naturc, w ith  abuse, b u t 
with all the weapons of fair argument.

How much we need a natural theology, 
scientifically derived from the world of m a tte r 
and of man, the product of religious feeling 
and philosophic thought. True ideas of God, 
of man, of the relation between the two ; of 
Inspiration, of Salvation—it is w hat m ankind 
longs for, as painters long for artistic  loveli­
ness, and scholars for scientific tru th  ; yea, as 
hungry men long for their daily bread. The 
philosopher wants a theology as comprehensive 
as his science—a God w ith wisdom and w ith  
power immanent in all the universe, and y e t 
transcending th a t. The philanthropist w ants 
it n o t less, a God who loves all men. Yea, 
men and women all throughout the land, de­
sire a theology like this, which shall legitimate 
the instinctive emotions of reverence and love, 
and tr u s t  in God, that, to  their spirits, careful 
and troubled about many things, shall give the 
comfort, and the IIopo and Peace for which 
they sigh ! How much doubt there is in all 
the churches which the minister cannot ap­
pease ; how much hunger lie can never s t i l l ; 
because he offers only th a t old barbaric T he­
ology which suited tho rudeness of a savage 
age, and  is rejected by the enlightened con­
sciousness of this ! How much tru th  is there  
outside of all the  sects—how much justice and 
benevolence, and noblest piety, which they  
cannot bring in, becauso this Popular Theolo­
gy, like a destroying angel armed w ith  a 
flaming fiery sword, s tru ts evermore before 
the church’s gate, barring men off from be­
neath th e  Tree of Life, anxious to  hew off th e  
head o f lofty men, and gash and frighten all 
such as be of gentle, holy heart !

D n Y  D e a c o n s .— By the records of ono of 
the oldest religious societies in Boston, i t  ap­
pears th a t  there was a largo consumption 6f 
wino for church purposes in the parish several 
generations ago. Taking the number of com­
municants, and the amount of wino charged in 
a year, it  would appear, from the records, th a t 
there was an average consumption of a p in t of 
wino to  a church member each communion sea­
son ! I t  is shrewdly suspected, however, th a t  
tho 'deacons nnd leading members of th e  
church, a t the ir business meetings, partook 
quite freely of the parish stores, and thus in­
curred bills for wino, which seem ra th e r 
strange to  those who have imbibed the idea 
that, in  tho “ good old times,” about which 
wo hear 60 much, men were less frail and dry ,

when good Wino cost them nothing, than they 
are In our day and generation.— Button Tran­
script. .

[From  tho Cornhlll M agazine.]

WASHINGTON IRVING.
BY W . M. THACKERAY.

W ash ing ton  Irv in o  Was tho  first Ambas­
sador whom the New World of le tters sent to 
tho Old. He was bom  almost w ith  the Re­
public; t]iG*Pater Patria  had laid his hands 
on the child’s head. He bore W ashington’s 
nam e: he came among us bringing the kind­
est sympathy, the most artless, smiling good 
will. H is new country, which some people 
here might be disposed to  regard rather su­
perciliously, could send us, as he showed in 
his own person, a gentleman, who, though 
bom  in no very high sphere, w as most fin­
ished, polished, easy, w itty , q u ie t; and, so­
cially, tho equal of tho most refined Euro­
peans. I f  Irving’s welcome in England was a 
kind one, was it  not also gratefully  remem­
bered ? I f  he a te  our salt, did he not pay us 
w ith  a thankful heart ? W ho can calculate 
the amount of friendliness and good feeling for 
our country which this w riter’s generous and 
untiring regard for us disseminated in his 
ow n? His books are read by millions of his 
countrymen, whom ho has tau g h t to  love 
E ng land ; and w hy to  love her ? I t  would 
have been easy to  speak otherwise than  he 
did, to  inflame national rancors, which, a t  the 
tim e when he first became known as a public 
w riter, w ar had ju s t renew ed; to  cry down 
the old civilization a t the expense of the n ew ; 
to  point out our faults, arrogance, short-com- 
ings, and give the Republic to infer how much 
sho was the parent state’s superior. There 
are w riters enough in the U nited States, hon­
est and otherwise, who preach th a t kind of 
doctrine. B ut the good Irving, the peaceful, 
the  friendly, had no place for b itterness in his 
heart, and no scheme bu t kindness. Received 
in England with extraordinary tenderness and 
friendship (Scott, Southey, B yron, a hundred, 
others, have borne witness to th e ir  liking for 
him ), he was a  messenger of good will and 
peace between his country and ours. “ See, 
friends !” lie seems to  say, “th e s e  English aro 
no t so wicked, rapacious, callous, proud, as 
you have been taught to believe them. I 
w ent among them  a humble m an ; won my 
way by my pen ; and, when known, found ev­
ery hand held out to  me with kindliness and 
welcome. Scott is a great man, you acknowl­
edge. Did not S cott’s king of England give 
a gold medal to him, and another to  me, your 
countryman, aud a stranger V'

Tradition in the U nited S tates still fondly 
retains the history of the feasts and rejoicings 
which awaited Irving on his re tu rn  to his na­
tive country from Europe. lie  had a national 
welcome ; he stammered in his speeches, hid 
himself in confusion, and the people loved him 
all the better. He had w orthily represented 
America in Europe. In  th a t young communi­
ty  a man who brings home w ith  him abun­
dant European testimonials is still treated  
w ith respect ( I  have found American w riters 
of world-wide reputation strangely solicitous 
about the opinions of quite obscure British 
critics, and elated or depressed by  their judg­
m ents) ; and Irving w ent home medalled by 
tho king, diplomatized by th e  university, 
crowned, and honored, and admired. He had 
no t in any way intrigued for his honors, lie 
had . fairly won them ; and, in ' Irving’s in­
stance, as in others, the old country  was. glad 
and eager to  pay them.

In  America the love and regard for Irving 
was a national sentiment. P a r ty  wars are 
perpetually raging there, and a re  carried 011 
by the press w ith  a rancor and fierceness 
against individuals which exceed B ritish, al­
most Irish virulence. I t  seemed to  me, dur­
ing a year’s travel in the country, as if no one 
ever aimed a blow a t Irving. A ll men held 
their hand from th a t harmless, friendly peace­
maker. I  had the good fortune to  see him at 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltim ore, and 
W ashington, and remarked how- in every 
place he was honored and welcomed. Every 
large city  has its “ Irving House.”  The coun­
try  takes pride in the fame of its men of le t­
ters. The gate of his own charming little  do­
main on the beautiful Hudson river was forev­
er swinging before visitors who came to  him. 
He shut out no one. I  had seen many pic­
tures of his house, and read descriptions of it, 
inbotli of which it was treated w ith  not unusual 
American exaggeration. I t  was b u t a p re tty  
little  cabin of a place ; the gentleman of the 
press who took notes o ftlie  place while his kind 
old host wras sleeping, might have visited the 
whole house in a couple of minutes.

And how came i t  th a t this house was so 
small, when Mr. Irving’s books w ere sold by 
hundreds of thousands, nay, millions— when 
his profits were known to be largo, and the 
habits of life of the good old bachelor were 
notoriously modest and simple ? Ho had loved 
once in his life. The lady he loved died ; and 
he, whom all tho world loved, never sought to 
replace her. I  can’t  say how much the 
thought of tlm t fidelity has touched me. Does 
not the very cheerfulness of his after-life add 
to  the pathos of th a t untold story ? To grieve 
always was not in his n a tu re ; or, when lie 
had his sorrow, to bring all the world in to 
condole w ith him and bemoan it. Deep and

quiet ho lays tho lovo of his heart, and buries 
i t ;  and grass and flower* grow over it  In duo 
time.

Irving had such a small house and such nar­
row rooms because there was a great number 
of persons to  occupy them. Ho could only af­
ford to  keep ono old horse, (which, lazy and 
aged as i» was, managed once or tw ice to  run 
away w ith that careless old horseman). IIo 
could only afford to give plain sherry to  th a t 
amiablo B ritish paragraph-monger from New 
York, who saw the patriarch asleep over his 
modest, blameless cup, nnd fetched the public 
into his private chamber to look a t  him. Irv­
ing could only, live very modestly, because tho 
wifeless, childless man had a number of child­
ren to  whom l^p was as a father. H e had 
as many as nine iWces, I am told— I  saw two 
of these ladies a t l\is house—-with all of whom 
the dear old man had shared the produce of his 
labor and genius. ^

“ Be a good mant miy dear.” One can’t  bu t 
th ink  of these last wor(V,s of the veteran Chief 
of Letters, w'lio had 'tastertynd  te s ted  the val­
ue of worldly success, admircWion, prosperity. 
W as Irving not good, and, of lil^w orks, was 
not his life the best part ? I 11 his finely, gen­
tle, generous, good-humored, affectiona 
denying; in society, a delightful example _ 
complete gentlemanhood ; quite unspo iled ’by 
prosperity ; never obsequious to  the great 
(or, worse still, to  the base and mean, as 
some public men are forced to  he in this and 
o ther countries); eager to acknowledge every 
contemporary’s m e r it; always kind and affa­
ble w ith the young members of his calling; in 
his professional bargains and mercantile deal­
ings delicately honest and grateful ; one of the 
most charming m asters of our lighter lan­
guage ; the constant friend to  us and our na­
tion ; to  men of letters doubly dear, not for 
his w it and genius merely, bu t as an exemplar 
of goodness, probity, and pure life. I  don’t  
know-what sort of testimonial will be raised 
to  him in his own country, where generous 
and enthusiastic acknowledgment of American 
m erit is never w an tin g ; bu t Irving was in 
our service as well as theirs ; and as they liavo 
placed a stone a t Greenwich yonder in memo­
ry  of th a t gallant young Bellot, who shared 
the perils and fate of some of our Arctic sea­
men, I  would like to  hear of some memorial 
raised by English w riters and friends of le t­
ters in affectionate remembrance of the dear 
and good AVasiiington Ihving.

LOVE IN M A RR IED  L IF E .

The separation of Mr. Burch and his wife a t 
Chicago, on the ground of adultery by the la t­
ter, a ttrac ts  much attention 011 account of tho 
social position of the parties. -Mr. Burch is a 
w ealthy merchant, and his wife is the adopted 
daughter of Erastus Corning of Albany. They 
have been married twelve years, and have two 
daughters. The wife signed a w ritten  confes­
sion of her guilt, bu t she now alleges th a t it 
was extorted from her by violence. She has 
returned to the house of her foster parent, who 
has employed em inent counsel for her defense. 
Opinions differ as to  (ho guilt of the wife, bu t 
the general belief a t  Chicago is th a t an improp­
er intimacy existed. The London Times, in 
discussing the elopement of the young and rich 
Mrs. Gurney with one of her servant men, a t­
tribu tes her fault to  the separate settlem ent 
of her estate upon herself, thus leaving her 
independent of her husband. I t  s ta tes th a t 
in a large number of privately arranged sep­
arations, recorded by an eminent London law­
yer, in the space of forty years, in every case 
b u t one the wife had a provision independent 
of her husband, and in almost every case the 
wife was the chief wrong-doer.

The statistics of the London lawyer may be 
faithful to facts as far as they go, bu t they do 
no t touch the secret of the m atter a t  all. I f  
wives having property in their own right are 
more likely than others to leave their hus­
bands, it  only indicates th a t there are many 
more who would escape the ties of matrimony 
if they could, and are only held to their alle­
giance by hard necessity. I f  so, the facts are 
an argument for separate settlem ents for wives, 
ra ther than against them, useless wc hold th a t 
woman should be bound where man is free.

AVe do not know the facts, the secret, unw rit­
ten history in the Burch case. I 11 th a t of Mrs. 
Gurney in England, there was disparity of age, 
and the husband, absorbed in business, left the 
wife to seek such companionship as she might. 
AVliat wonder tha t a young, educated, and cap­
tivating servant man, constantly about her, 
and giving her daily the graceful a ttentions so 
acceptablc to  the heart of woman, should have 
found i t  easy to win hor love ? Perhaps her 
marriage had been only a m atter o f business 
and convenience, like too many alliances in 
high life, and her love for the servant was tho 
first awakening of the tender passion within 
her. So the people of Manchester felt, and 
sympathized with the young lovers, guilty  as 
they  were in the sight of law and convention­
al usage. In  a great many of these cases we 
should blame tho wives less if we knew their 
secret history. I t  is their duty  to  “ suffer 
and be strong,” and many are the wives who 
fulfill th is hard duty, whose secret sorrows 
the world will never know, Nay, the husband 
himself is often unconscious of the silent pain 
which cats out the heart of her he loves, and

r



wlllch lio might remove, and would If ho were 
aware of It, Many u lmslmnd thinks th a t  ho 
fulfills all the duties of the sacred relation, to  
whom the wife looks in vuin for th a t intiinato 
sym pathy and affection which every woman 
roquircs. The life of womnn’H hea rt is love. 
She instinctively craves it, and is dcsolato 
w ithout it, llespect and studied deference 
will no t answer as a substitute for it. There 
m ust be in the real sacrament of matrimony 
a  tenderness of love, a fondness, a  m utual in­
terchange of delicate and sensitive regards, 
which language fails to  express, b u t which 
every man and woman th a t lias tru ly  loved 
instinctively understands and appreciates.

W ith  too many men this manifestation of 
tlio tender passion ends w ith courtship, and 
marriage brings only cold respect arid fidel­
ity—bette r a thousand tin ier of course than 
unfaithfulness and estrangem ent—bu t n o t sat­
isfying to  the highest demands of the heart. 
The man, engrossed with b’ lsiness, who conies 
to his home chiefly for fiy.d and rest, does not 
feel the  need of love l i k < t h e  wife, restricted 
to  a narrower circle o. cares and occupations, 
and driven in upor; ‘ lier own thoughts for so­
lace. W hat jv.onder th a t the woman, thus 
robbed of f ’je  affection she craves, by him from 
whom ifc is due, opens her heart to  the  sun- 
shUve'of another’s smile, and accepts th e  deli­
cate attention  from the friend, th a t  th e  hus­
band denies or neglects ? W hat wonder if 
friendship sometimes ripens into love, in  such 
cases, and the wife finds her, heart completely 
gone from her husband to  another before she 
had suspected th«. danger ? W e do n o t be­
lieve, w ith  the London Times, th a t  the fault 

. is generally on the part of the wives. The 
original fault often lies w ith the  husband.— 
The neglect of the husband is often th e  be­
ginning of the evil. The husband is bound 
not only to love, bu t to  “ cherish” the wife. 
I f  she is left in poverty and desolation of heart 
to  seek elsewhere the love her nature  requires 
le t not the husband consider himself th e  in­
nocent and injured party. He m ay have been 
faithful, bu t he should have been fond, and 
thus th e  love of the courtship and the honey­
moon would have deepened and strengthened 
as the true  pair “ clomb the hill thegither,” 
arid there  would have been no room there  for 
an interloper.— Springfield Republican.

[W ritte n  for the  K clectlc.]

The Spirit o f the Flowers.
ny l. t . it. KINO.

I paw a pearly drop ariso 
From  the spot where (lowers grew,

' As though a nuignet fur above,
T heir spirit-essonee drew. •

Up out, of sight it glided on,
. And then I m uch desired to learn - 

. If floating on through spuco it  went,
O r found some lodgment lfrm.

While musing thus on what I saw,
T he ungel came mid to me said:

“ That was the spirit of a (lower:— ■
On earth you view it dead.”

“ Come, go with m e,” he kindly said,
“  And I will fain enlighten you.” 

lie  bore me to the spheres above,
W here fadeless dowers grew!

. • lie  pointed then unto a spot
W here bloomed a lovely flower:

“ This N the one you missed,”  ho said,
“  From yonder failing bower.”

“ Then cultivate them  while below— 
Though fading, cull them ever thine,—

For iu this world you’ll gather then), 
Around your brow to tw ine!”

P o rtlan d , .Mi:. _______

, The Out-iloor Christian. '
The Boston Transcript tells us of a “ pastor 

Oberlin, who was in the habit of picking the 
largo stones from the roads, as lie w alked, and 
teaching his flock to do the same.” AV e love 
th a t lmbit of mintl—that giving of an airing to 
the religion of th e  closet— and we coincide al­
so in the still farther rem arkon th e  subject by 
our brigh t little  cotem porary :— “ Give us the 
man who, in city or suburbs, clears the path, 
sprinkles sand or ashes on the ice, drains off 
the standing w ater in front of his premises, 
turns ou t in his sleigh for pedestrians, or keeps 
to  the fair side, or middle of the road, so as to 
save walkers from d u s t; is careful not to  com­
pel foot passengers to go into the mud to  let 
his lior.se have the driest track, and steers clear 
of eurb-stones th a t people may no t be sprink­
led by the splashing of hoofs or th e  rolling of 
wheels through mud-puddles—give us this 
man, and you give us a gentleman in the true 
sense ; nay more, a Christian—in little  things. 
Give us the lady— for she will be one though 
clothed in six-penny calico— who contracts, and 
refuses to  spread her crinoline, as if for a  pi­
cayune she had bought t lie whole vehicle ; who 
does no t allow the half price darlings to crowd 
out th e  adults, takes a jam  in the crowd w ith­
out looking d a g g e rs ,-pleasantly thanks a  gen­
tleman for resigning his seat in her behalf, does 
not bother shopmen w ith the showing and 
pricing of goods she does not mean to  buy , and 
who is not above carrying home a small par­
cel in her own gloves—.and you give us a lady 
who understands woman’s right to  make lier- 
self beloved, by her kindly aud gentle ways, 
anti to  win the respect of all sensible men.”— 
Home Journal. ■

AIJ REVOIH.
W e lmvo read with deep emotion and swell­

ing hearts tho parting words of one of the 
most earnest and faithful promulgators of 
Spiritualism, one whoso firm and undaunted 
support was ever enlisted in th e  cause of all 
th a t is pure and noble, and tending towards 
the elevation of the human h e a r t ; and I  not 
only consider it a sacred duty, b u t it  also af­
fords me the highest pleasure, to  express in a 
few words, th e  gratitude and love which have 
erected in the hearts of all who knew him a 
monument of love, as imperishable as the ma­
terial of which it is composed.

A t the same time, I  beg th a t he will not 
consider these words .as emanating from one 
source; indeed, they are only the  faint echo 
of the many strings which are attuned to  the 
song of love and gratitude for Mr. Newton, 
which swell in sweet, y e t full, majestic cho­
rus, on the morning air of the new light which 
is rising to  the  vision of the soul of man.

You are cheered by the remembrance of 
kind words and actions sometimes expressed 
to  you by your many well-deserved friends. 
May it  be unspeakable joy to  you to know 
th a t 3’our labors in tho rugged path of tru th  
and holiness stand there as immortal land­
marks, which show the weary traveler the 
road tow ards the goal of our aspiration, a 
peaceful happiness, offspring of a pure and holy 
life. ,

And should we, who find in our path only 
the stumps which the axe of the faithful pi­
oneer in a divine cause could no t exterminate, 
forget who cleared the thickets, and cu t tho 
trees which hid tho path from the traveler’s 
view, because the axe has been wrested for a 
while from the strong and noble arm ? Far 
be it from us ! We arc bu t poor and weak 
ourselves, except in th e  strength w ith which 
an unmistakable faith girds our loins and 
nerves our arm , or, in the desire to promote 
goodness, in whatever shape we may find it, 
else we would gladly show you in a material 
form the acknowledgment of your devoted ser­
vices in the cause of humanity. I t  is bu t nat­
ural th a t you should lie-wanting in th a t sub­
stance which heretofore has seemed to  rule 
the civilized world.

B ut we have the unspeakable comfort to 
know th a t the dawn of the morning is already 
visible, when its hydra-headed power will 110 

longer reign supreme.
W hen such thoughts as flow from the pen 

of a late contributor to  the Age are presented 
to  the thinking public, then we may well flat­
te r  ourselves w ith the hope th a t moral height 
and poverty will not always go hand in hand 
together. Meanwhile your pen must not be 
allowed to  rest. The list of w riters for the 
cause of tru th  and goodness cannot afford to 
lose a hand and heart like yours.

W h e r e  is the'spiritualistic journal in Bos­
ton, New York, or any other S tate, th a t will 
not gladly, gratefully present the productions 
from your pen to their eager readers 1 And 
especially the “ Age,” whose strong foundation 
was laid by you, (and whose present editors 
fill us w ith  respect and confidence in their 
high m orality and lofty purposes,) will ever 
gladly receive any favor you may wish to  con­
tribu te  tow ards the ju s t m erit and popularity 
of the paper.

T hat you m ay be able to  do so, may God 
bless you, and strengthen your health. Then, 
Mr. Newton, dear and faithful friend, not 
“ adieu,” b u t “ au rcvoir,” w ith  many well- 
wislics for your future success in life, from one 
who ever remains yours in the bonds of true 
Christianity. k . P-

diuin is on tho mental plane, and <loes not 
|x)hmcss its npirit-hody, and cannot go beyond 
mentality until the mental and spiritual blend 
together, which is a perfect law of God. Thin 
is a new idea to 11s, and I write to you to  get 
information, thinking perhaps those who have 
been long investigating this subject would 
give some light. AVe are children ju s t begun, 
and not having read any spiritual publications, 
and being located where there are hu t very 
few Spiritualists, and those merely philosoph­
ical, or something else, they do not harmonize 
w ith  us. Therefore wo want the views of old­
er anil more experienced Spiritualists, in or­
der to judge w hether we are deceived, or 
w hether, as the spirits say, it  is a high devel­
opment. I  could say more on many po in ts ; 
b u t enough has already been said for you to 
understand our position, and if you can give 
us any light, it will be thankfully received.

Yours truly, Z. H o u g h t o n .

Mr. E d ito r:—Tho accompanying gem is from a 
young lady in Maine, who has formerly contributed 
to papers w ith which I have been connected, and not 
being aware th a t I had retired from the Aon, she en­
closed it to tno. I pass it over to you, and would 
hero avail m yself of tho opportunity to speak a word 
in h er favor. Considering hor youth, in my opinion, 
she is the best poetic writer at present unknown to 
fam e; and all tliat is wanting to render her name fa­
m iliar to every good lover of true poetry, is, to draw 
her from obscurity and let tho public read her pro­
ductions. Slio has mado rapid progress during tlio 
past year, and is still young enough to continuo im­
proving for m any years to come. W. II. C.

■ Fancies.
t  am gazing at tho sunset,

While my thoughts aro far away,
F ar aw ay in yonder grave-yard 

W here tho sunbeams lingering stay.

Now upon tlio brightening cloudlets 
I can seo the angels lie;

W ith their snowy wings half folded 
I11 the sunset's rosy dye.

There is one, a gorgeous cloudlet,
Floating softly from my view,

Aud the snow-whito wings of angels 
Mingle with the sky of bluo.

O110 is there, whose holy raim ent ,
Sweeps tho edges of the sky,

With her pure whito brow upturning 
To llis  glorious throne 011 high.

And I stand and gaze, at sunset,
At each soft cloud’s brilliant dye,

W atching for tlio radiant raim ent -
Of our sister Margery.t

Wo were seven—but now an angel 
Sits within her vacant clniir,

And when e 'er I would caress her,
Seeking her, slio is not there.

Then I weep in heartfelt sorrow,
Fain I 'd  seek my mother's side, 

lin t alas! her chair is vacant,
Mother too with Lizzio d ied !

Heavenly Father! thou m wisdom 
Took our dear ones unto Thee,

And I praise Thee, yen, I bless Thco,
Yet give strength and graco to me.

II. L. A.

Enoch, tho father of M ethuseleh, was trans- 
latjd, so th a t he did not see d e a th ; therefore 
the oldest man th a t ever lived died before his 
father !— luad iya ior  (of course.)

E l k i i o r n , W is., W alw orth Co., \  
March 4th, 18(50. ^

E d i t o r  S p i r i t u a l  E c l e c t i c — Dear S i r : —  

A fter two and a half years’ investigation on 
the subject of Spiritualism, applying all the 
reason and common sense I  possess to  i t ,  pro 
and con, I  am compelled to  embrace it as 
tru th . I  have lived a half century ; and the 
s u b je c t  of man’s creation, how lie came into 
being, the nature or the laws by which he was 
created, and the design of th a t law, in its op­
eration on man as regards his immortal exis­
tence, has been one of much th o u g h t; and I 
never could arrive at anything, under the Bi­
ble theology, th a t would apply to  my reason ; 
nothing th a t reason would Accept, and be sat­
isfied. °  Therefore, virtually, I  threw  the 
whole modern theology away, and, started  on 
the investigation of Spiritualism : and in this 
I  find th a t which my reason cannot reject, but 
embraces it  as a perfect law of God, pure and 
holy. A bout three months since, my wife be­
came a trance-speaking medium ; and she now 
lectures publicly, occasionally, and if the spir­
its tell tho tru th , she will ere long devote her 
tim e to proclaiming the glorious tru ths of tho 
Gospel to mankind. She seems to  possess 
three g ifts: speaking, healing, and seeing; 
and her development is different from all me­
diums th a t I  have listened to. H ie teachings 
through her are apparently of a  .high order, 
pure and holy— seem to  be a blending of ev­
erything into one pure and holy principle, and 
th a t is love. The spirit in her, and the spirit 
in one other medium, which slio has met, db 
not harm onize; anil tho explanation is, 
(through m y wife) th a t the spirit in th a t me-

Mit. E d itou :-t-I wosjhucIi edified to see how 
one of your correspondents treated  II. W. 
Beecher’s sermon, which was delivered 011 
Christmas,, and reported in the B anner of 
L ight. W hat makes Mr. Beecher so popular ? 
he is more liberal in his theological views than 
any m inister belonging to his s e c t ; and had 
he lived th ir ty  years ago, his church would 
have cast him out as a heretic ; b u t a  pro­
gressive age has rendered him conspicuous, on 
account of the large and liberal views which 
ho so fearlessly advocates. W hen the tenets of 
the church shall not conflict w ith the natural 
sciences which God has established, and whose 
principles are eternal and unchangeable, then 
will a rational system of religion be developed 
among mankind, w ith teachings founded on 
laws which tire fixed and itnmutable ; then 
will one creed, derived from the great book of 
N ature, which 110 one can gainsay or refute, 
trium ph a t last over the senseless jargon of 
superstition, and tho cruel dogmas of a  tra ­
ditionary church.

I  sec in your last issue, th a t one of our 
Shaker brethren  is not wholly divested of tho 
superstitions which are common among us ; in 
his criticism,after speaking of w hat David says, 
remarks, “ th a t was w hat the spirit said,” &e. 
A nd here, I  m ight observe, th a t the spirit said 
m anjr things in olden time, which, if i t  said 
now, and was obeyed, would subject' us who 
heeded it, to  a different fate from those who 
obeyed its mandates in ancient times. I . will 
give two examples.

Gen., chap. 22, verse 2, And He, (the  Lord,) 
said : “ Take now thy  son, thy  only son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee unto  the 
land of Moriah, and offer him there for a  burnt 
offering,” &c.

Again, Judges, chap. 11, verso 29 : “ Then 
tho spirit of the Lord came upon Jeplithah, 
and he passed over Gilead,” &c.; verso 30th, 
and Jeph thah  vowed a vow unto the Lord, and 
said : “ I f  thou slialt, w ithout fail, deliver 
th e  children of Ammon unto m y hands, then 
it  shall be, th a t whatsoever th a t cometh forth 
of the  doors of my house to  m eet mo, when I 
re tu rn  in peace from tho children of Amnion, 
shall surely be the Lord’s, and I  will offer it 
up for a b u rn t offering.”

Now, if the  reader will look a t  th e  29th 
verso of th e  same chapter, I10 will seo th a t 
Jeph thah  p u t his barbarous and cruel vow in­
to execution, by offering up his own daughter 
to tho  Lord as a sacrifice, and it is snid that

the spirit of tho Lord prompted him to com­
mit tho horrible deed ; but I th ink  our iliotto 
should be, “ Try the spirits and see w hat man­
ner of spirit they a're of.”

I think that many of onr Shaker brethren, 
like others, who com]>oHo the different church­
es, have ideas concerning many passuges in the 
old Testament., altogether a t variance (when 
we come to exnmino their context), w ith  tho 
tenets they wish to  establish. For instance, 
tho restoration of Israel, spoken of by Je re ­
miah, chap. 31, verse 13, can only have refer­
ence to the liberation of the Jew s from their 
captivity in Babylon a t tha t time, and which 
was accomplished by Cyrus, th e  Persian ; and 
I think, with many others, th a t  the Jew s had 
present troubles enough to a ttend  to  and em­
ploy themselves about, w ithout looking so far 
into the future, to  a period which could not be 
of any immediate benefit to the ir then present 
condition. E x a m i n e r .

. “ Examiner” should have given us his name 
—we w ant to know who our correspondents 
are.—E d.

SUGGESTIONS.
R e s p e c t e d  E c l e c t i c  :—111 reading “ Au­

thority  and Freedom,” vol. 1, No. 21, I wa 
led to the following reflections. Every one 
who has had his feelings w rought up to  tho 
highest pitch, by  the leading theologies of the 
day, will naturally  ask, as I have asked in for­
mer days : W hy should we bo mado to  lie in 
entire subjection to  tho •will of God ? (Him 
who makes some for honor, and some for dis­
honor, and, porhaps, we are th e  0110 th a t lie  
has made for dishonor, and whose decrees are 
unchangeable, &c., &c., &c.) I t  would seem a 
so rt of degradation th a t man cannot have a 
selfhood. B ut do we consider th a t we are in 
the infancy of life ? and th a t we need one to 
guide 11s V  The infant child needs its parents 
to  guide him. And then, too, tho earthly 
parent is not perfect like God. Still, the only 
way for tlie child to learn its first lessons, is, 
to  be passive, and learn of its parents. Then 
how much more is it  wiso for us to be passive 
in the hands of God, who is all-wise and knows 
precisely all of our needs, and is all goodness, 
and, therefore, will not control b u t for our best 
good ; for He alone is the Father, who governs 
by pure or perfect love, while we are children 
of need, needing th a t instruction, needing tha t 
authority . W hat parent does not feel th a t it 
is his bounden du ty  to have authority  over lii’s 
child, while th a t child is innocent and ignorant? 
Who does not commend the child who thus 
submits to  a good parent 1 And w hat could 
the innocent and ignorant one do, if he did not 
thus subm it to  his parents ? Thus, we see,' 
there is wisdom in God. IIo saw man’s needs 
— man has shown his frailty b y  setting up his 
own will in opposition to  th a t of his Father 
— God—before ho had learned his own feeble, 
imperfect, earthy  condition, and tho wisdom, 
power and perfection of God—tho F ather of 
a ll . .

Yours, for “light, more light,”
P .  C . S im m o n s . 

C a s ti .f .  G r o v e , Jo n e s  Co. Io w a , F eb . 15,1800.

horrible thing th a t ever camo from the other 
world.”  On the contrary, it w ill only Jtnak(/ 
them more zealous in receiving and following 
the good impressions which they receive, and 
more firmly resolved not to  hold any in ter­
course w ith evil and wrong.

B ut, Sir, I  only meant, when I  began, to call 
your attention  to  it, (if, by chance, you lmd 
not seen it,) by a line or two, b u t have so far 
exceeded my limits th a t I  think I cannot send 
you, as I designed, a t this time, some commu­
nications which I  daily receive, by impression, 
from those who have passed on and stand wlieio 
the sunlight of T ru th  is reflected from them to 
us in beams whose brilliance will never dazzle 
or mislead.

H eartily  yours,
S m y t h  B. R e a c h .

Send them along, brother, b u t please let 
them be short, we like the tenor of the above 
much.— Ed.

A TEST.
BY MRS. L. T . D. KING.

was retu rn ing  from Keene, N. II.,I  was retu rn ing  from Keene, N. II., to 
Nashua, in June , 1858, in tho cars, and I  
thought I would like to  w rite a little , for my 
own amusement. But finding my pencil dull,
I looked round to  see if  any one was near of 
whom I could borrow a knifo w ith  which to  
sharpen it. An aged gentlem an was sitting 
near me, and I asked him for one. He kindly 
accommodated me. Sharpening my pencil, I  
was about to  w rite, when my hand was sud­
denly controlled. The following was immedi­
ately w ritten  : “ Dear father and m other ;”
which was followed by a communication claim­
ing to  come from a spirit daughter, full of 
loving and tender expressions. She wrote, 
too, th a t her deceased bro ther was also pre­
sent with her, helping to  control th e  medium. 
She filled one page of medium-sizo paper, and 
then signed th e  initial “ II .” I  held tho 
w riting a ‘short time, waiting for an impres­
sion directing me how to  dispose of the paper.
I was shortly impressed to  give it to  the old 
gentleman and lady who sat behind me.— 
They read it, and then  earnestly questioned 
me in regard to  th e  origin of my knowledge of 
the fact th a t they  had 0110 daughter and son 
in th e  world of spirits. I  to ld  them  th a t I  
was a spirit-medium, and was often influenced 
in like manner ; bu t I  assured them  th a t I  
did no t know them , nor aught concerning 
them , save w hat I  had seen in tho communi­
cation before them . W hile talking w ith  , 
them , my. hand was controlled to  take tho 
paper from them , and add an “ L” to  tho 
“ II,” making i t  read, “ from your daughter, 
L. II .”  They wero “ orthodox” people, as 
they  told me, and had never asked “ of tho 
living concerning tho dead,” b u t they  could 
not b u t acknowledge th a t  tho w riting  was a 
complete te s t of the presence of th e ir deceased 
children, and th e ir power to  communicate.— 
They gave th e ir names as “ H un t,” and said 
they lived in th e  vicinity of W orcester, 
Mass.

IluRitiLLVii.i.E, R. I., Feb. 28th,, 18G0.

E d i t o r  S p i r i t u a l  E c l e c t ic : :—I desire to 
call your attention  to a report of a lecturo by 
Rev. T. L. Harris, in London, copied in the 
New York Tribune of February 25th, from 
the London Advertiser. I  do not wish, my­
self, to  make any particular comments upon 
this lecture, which, if correctly reported, ap­
pears to  me to  be a most powerful argum ent 
against tho opponents of Spiritualism. You 
have, w ithout doubt, already given i t  all the 
attention  it deserves.

B ut when we look a t the main idea of tho 
lecture, leaving out as not w orthy of notice all 
the  misrepresentation and abuse, it is nothing 
bu t w hat all intelligent Spiritualists have long 
adm itted, v iz: th a t there are, doubtless, spirits 
of evil, as well as good spirits ; and th a t the 
former can, and do use their influence to  deny 
and pervert the tru th , whenever they  aro per­
m itted to  assume dominion in  th e  hearts of 
those who subm it to their sway.- I t  is very 
difficult to  perceive why bad men here should 
not be bad spirits ju s t beyond th is life, until 
the  elevating tendencies inherent in their 
spiritual nature, have lifted them  to a higher 
and purer atmosphere. ,

Now, in this lecture, tho existence of sprits 
of all degrees, is nowhere denied. W hat, 
then, is more natural tlinji to  assume, from the 
conclusions which I10 has arrived at, th a t all 
the evil of which I10 complains, and which 
doubtless exists to  some extent, is th e  direct 
result of bad spirits. Now, has I10 fallen be­
neath the despotic control o f such a  power, 
th a t I10 should thus do violence to the best in­
tuitions of his nature, thus knowingly assume 
w hat he knows to  bo false, thu s absurdly in­
clude all, or nearly all spiritualists, in the 
number of those who do not follow th e ir  best 
guides, nor seek to walk in tho b righ t and 
beautiful paths of spiritual holiness, purity  
and peace ? W hat lying sp irit of evil has thus 
prompted him to  tu rn  traito r to  his best and 
holiest convictions of right and honor ? B ut 
i t  m atters not. .

Yet tho reporter for tho London A dvertiser 
falls far below his mark, if ho supposes, as he 
says, th a t this lecturo has had  tho effect to 
convince the millions of enlightened Spiritual­
ists, th a t their belief is “ the m ost hideous and

A N e w  S t o r y .— Although wo do not in­
tend to  be very lavish in our story-telling, wo 
shall, nevertheless, occasionally p rin t a good 
story, either original or selected. AVe shall 
present a very good talo in our next, 
w ritten  expressly for us. W e aro sure our 
readers will l̂ o deeply in terested  by it.

A convocation h a d  been held  a t  th o  V atican , a t 
w hich it was decided  th a t  th e  K in g  of S ardin ia 
shou ld  not l>o excom m unicated , w ha tev er pel tic. 1 
events m igh t transp ire .— Exchange.

V ic to r E m anuel canno t bo too g ra te fu l for th is 
len ity  o f tho “ V atican ."

Poetry.
“ All is of G od! I f  Ho b u t wavo llis  hand 

The mists collect, tho ra in  falls th ick  and loud, 
Till, w ith  a smilo o f light 011 sea and land,

Lo! lio looks hack  from tho departing  cloud.

Angels of Life and D eath aliko aro .H is; ’ 
W ithout His leavo they pass 110 threshold o’er; 

Who, then, would wish or daro, believing this, 
Against His messengers to shu t the door? ”

B y  [W hat a  natural, and, w ithal, beautiful pic­
ture is presented in tho following stanza from Byron's 
Don Ju a n !  In  such  things is tho peculiar magic of 
poetry soon.— Ed .]

“ A band of children, round a snow-whito rain, 
T here wrcnth his venerable horns w ith flowers, 

Whilo, peaceful as if  still an unwoan’d Iamb,
Tho patriarch  o f tho flock all gently  cowers .

His sober head, m ajestically tamo,
Or eats from out tho palm, or playful lowers 

His brow, as if  in ac t to bu tt, and then,
Yielding to thoir small hands,'draw s back again ."

I  t o l d  y o u  so.— A woman who was in the 
hab it of declaring, after the occurrence of any 
unusual event, th a t she had predicted it, was 
one day very cleverly “ sold” by hor w orthy 
spouse, who, like many another we w ot of, had 
got tired  of hearing her eternal “ I  tc ld  you 
so.” Rushing into the house, breathless w ith  
excitement, he dropped into his chair, elevated 
his hands, and exclaimed, “ Oh, wifo, wife ! 
w hat— what— do you th ink  ? Tho old brin- 
dle cow has gone and a te  up our grindstone !” 
The old woman was ready ; and hardly  w ait­
ing to  hear tho last word, she screamed out a t 
the top of her lungs, “ I  told you so, you old 
foo l! I  told you so 1 You alw ays would le t it 
stand out-a-doors 1”

Value of oysters consumed in tho city  ofB al-' 
tiinorc and vicinity last year, ft 1,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .
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OUR NAM E A N D  PURPOSE.
I t  would be more agreeablo to  our feelings 

to  le t this first num ber of our paper go forth 
w ithout much “ flourish of trum pets.” B ut 
as we have in s titu ted  a new order o f things, 
based upon tho  S p i r i t u a l  AcF.fit will be ex­
pected th a t wo say a few preliminary words.

F irst, then, w e aver th a t the old A g e  is not 
extinct, but resumes its  life, and merges its 
interests, in tho  S p i r i t u a l  E c l e c t i c . The 
bo >ks and good will of the former paper con­
s titu te  tho business basis of the latter. Those 
who liavo paid for the A g e  will receive the 
E c l e c t i c  in its  stead, until th e ir term  of sub­
scription expires, when we confidently hope 
they  will renew it. . Those, too, who have con­
trac ted  for tho insertion of advertisements, 
will also be dealt w ith according to the original 
agreement. Such business relations will remain 
in tact until th ey  shall have reached their stipu­
lated limits', w hen they  will bo renewed if the 
parties desire it, and we can agree upon terms. 
Thus much upon business m atters.

N ext, as to  our new  name. Wo do not 
change tho name of the paper because we dis­
like the old one, b u t because we want one th a t 
will more nearly express the character of the 
purposes th a t wo have in view in its continu­
ed publication. W e have no specific theory 
of our own to advance; and for this reason : 
wo find it, in consequence of the rapid devel­
opment of tho human intellect,—or a t any 
ra te  in tho rapid increase of knowledge,— ex- 
trem ely difficult to reach w hat is term ed a 
“ finality.” T ru th , though essentially substan­
tial, cloud-like, changes its physiognomical as- 
pocts,—or, a t  least, is continually presenting 
new phases. I t  is infinite-sided, and we may 
no t reasonably expect to  h ive perm anent th e ­
ories of its fulness. This is w hy wo cannot 
promise to operate, editorially, by any fixed 
program. Wo m ust reckon upon shifting 
modes of operation and results. Wo affirm, 
however, tha t we desire to  know w hat we can 
of fundamental tru th , being sure of its saving 
quality, find i t  w here we may. I t  concerns us 
chiefly, to learn all we can of tru th , for that, 
and th a t only, w ill “ make.us free,”  natural, 
and healthy in body and spirit. W here tru th  
unmistakably invites and beckons, we shall 
th ink  it perfectly safe to  follow. For these 
simple reasons, wo cannot bo sectarian, b u t 
would be continually “ open to  conviction,” 
and lovo tru th  for its own sanitary sake, from 
w hatever source it  m ay come. Therefore, in 
the character o f our views, and in the dis­
position of our minds, we are eclectic, and 
hence our name, S p i r i t u a l  E c l e c t i c .

W e hope we shall be able to  conduct th is 
paper in a spirit th a t will accord with tho im­
port of its name, and w ith its puro, elevated, 
and sincere purposes. W e shall strive to  ally 
ourselves w ith tho manifold departm ents of 
tru th , and therefore shall, a t  the threshold 
of our spiritual enterprise, eschew all petty , 
partial crotchets and hobbies. We shall be 
many-sided, b u t mean no t to  bo self-contradic­
tory. Progress being the supreme law of the 
spirit, we shall endeavor to  maintain its law­
ful freedom. “ God, having framed the soul 
for expansion, 1ms placed it  in the m idst of an 
unlimited universe to  receive fresh impulses 
and impressions w ithout end j and man, ‘ dresr-
e.l up in little  b rief authority ,’ would sever 
it  from its sublime connection, and would 
shape it  after bis own iguorance and narrow 
views. Tho mind, in proportion as it  is cu t 
off from free communication w ith nature, w ith  
revelation, w ith God, w ith  itself, loses its life, 
ju s t as the body droops, when debarred from 
the fresh air and tho cheering light of heaven. 
I ts  vision is contracted, its energies blighted, 
its movements constrained. I t  finds health only 
in action.” Yos, action in all lawful and natural 
directions. God is no t a  God of tho dead, 
b u t of the living. Therefore we shall endeav­
or to  be alive— to  keep our minds ever in a 
quick state, and receptive evermore of the good 
and the trub, which are, for hopeful, open spirits, 
providentially stream ing from all directions, 
even those which would seem most unpromising 
of good. AVo shall keep as clear as possible from 
all m ortuary thoughts— wo promise th a t our 
columns shall no t emit tho odor of the charnel- 
house, nor ho darkened by  tho gloom of hope­
less dissolutions ; bu t we mean ra ther th a t the 
views we present shall “ gild the shades of 
death,” and glow w ith  a  far ruddier hue of 
life than those usually associated with the idea 
of death. AVo mean to  be boundlessly cheer­
ful in our editorial tem per and spirit.

Nor do wo mean th a t our sanctity  shall be 
intense. Duly religious shall we hope and 
strivo to bo, b u t not “ righteous over much.” 
AVe^hall^jloubtlcssly smack somewhat, a t 
tim es, "Of tho outwajrd, natural, every-day 
world. AVe shall joke w ith tho jokers— laugh 
w ith  tho m erry—rejoice w ith the happy—  
sing w ith the birds, and (p&rliaps) croak w ith 
tho frogs—and doubtless growl “ semi-occa- 
sionally,” w ith  tho malcontents and dogs. 
AVo shall essay to  bo a t  home, editorially, in

th is universe, and shall partake of it* chang­
ing hues, qualities, and humors,—although it 
shall bo our aim to  be generally good-natured 
and charitablo.

W e do not promise, howover, th a t wo shall 
not bo occasionally belligerent. AVo may feel 
it  to  bo sometimes our duty  to assume the 
corrective office, and apply tho knout to  gross 
offenders against justice and good manners.

Having thus presented an outline of th e  in­
tended course of th is paper, w hat need is th e re  
th a t wo say more under th is head 7 None.

PRE-EXISTENCE.
“ Ma,” said a sweet-souled little  girl, o f five 

summers, to ‘her m other, not long since, “ Ma, 
did tho angels have a funeral when I  came 
away ?” ■

“ AVliy, ch ild !” replied the puzzled and as­
tonished m other, “ w hat are you talking 
about ? AVhat do you mean ?”

■ “ AVliy, ma,” rejoined the thoughtful child,
“ you know I  used ■ to live in  heaven, don’t 
you ? And I  w ant to  know if they  had a funeral 
when I  came away. Don’t  you suppose th a t 
God felt bad to  have mo go away off to  th is 
world ? I  know, if I  should die and go back to 
heaven, you and Pa, and Edward, and Maria, 
and Frank, would feel real bad ; and I  thought 
perhaps they felt so up there.”
_ W e give the conversation as related by  the 
m other, who assures us th a t she knows o f no 
w ay in which her little  daughter could have 
obtained such an idea from any earthly source. 
Tho child is one of thoso singularly m ature 
and thoughtful spirits now and then met w ith , 
whose strange questionings and far-reacliing 
intuitions are wont to  confound tho doctors of 
earth ly  wisdom.

M any older minds are puzzled w ith the 
question w hether human beings have an indi­
vidualized existence, in any form, either con­
scious or unconscious, previous to  their in tro ­
duction to th is mundane life. The inquiry 
may bo more curious than practical, and y e t 
be w orthy of a moment’s consideration.

I t  is well known th a t a distinguished Or­
thodox^?) divine of our day* has affirmed the 
doctrine of a pre-existence, and that, too, in a 
s ta te  of consciousness and moral responsibili­
ty , as necessary to a  rational Christian philos­
ophy, that is, as affording tho only satisfacto­
ry  key to tho great problem of evil in th is  
world, and the alleged hopeless retribution of 
sin in the next. AVhatever may bo the value 
of tho belief, in connection w ith such a dogma, 
it  is true  th a t there are persons wrho claim to 
have memories, more or less distinct, of events 
and experiences transpiring in an ante-m un­
dane life. These persons are, we believe, 
usually possessed of intelligent and acute 
minds, often of rem arkably m ature and pro­
found spiritual intuitions. The poet AVords- 
w orth  was ono of th e se ; and lie has given u t­
terance to his faith in tho following sublime 
and musical s tra in :

“ .Our b irth  Ih bu t a  sleep, nnd u forgetting:
- > Tho houI tlm t rincH w ith tw, our iifo’s stur, 

il ;ith  had elHowhi*re its setting,
Anil cometh from ivfar;
N ot iu en tire  forgetfulness,
N ot in u tte r  imlu'dm-HH, ■

B ut tra ilin g  clouds o f glory do wo como 
From  (Jod, our homo."

I f  it  be true  tha t our spirits, in their past 
mysterious pilgrimage from tho “ first Fount 
of Being,” have journeyed through antecedent 
stages of conscious life and activity, these, 
doubtless, have left the ir traces upon tho in­
ner memory, some tim e to be read by us all as 
an open book. A nd it is to be expected 
th a t tho first glimpses of these ante-natal rec­
ords will be ciyoyed by such early ripening 
and deeply intuit i p  souls as have been re­
ferred to. B ut these glimpses and intuitions 
seem hardly sufficient to prove, .at least to  
thoso who do not enjoy them, such anterior 
sta te  of consciousness. Thero are, at least, 
o ther ways of accounting for them. Says a 
recent philosophical w riter :f

“ Tho existence of a soul prior to its advent 
as a  material being upon some one of the plan­
e ts, is, according to th e  best of my rem em ­
brance, one so perfectly passive, th a t few per­
sons, perhaps none, in their after-experience, 
can recall c ither enjoym ent or Buffering as 
connccted w ith  their immaterial being. I t  is 
true, certain sensations of happiness, or sug­
gestions of tho capacity of our spirits for infi­
n ite progress, a t tim es flash like light through 
our worldly thoughts, connecting us w ith an 
unseen but not unfelt sphere of perfection—  
These may be the magnetic currents which, 
descending from a nobler life, illume and cheer 
the way onward, ra th e r than  sparks from the 
flickering torch o f memory of a prior exist­
ence.”

This suggestion, sufficient though it m ay be 
to  account for one class of these seeming 
reminiscences of a previous life, yet does not 
cover the whole. I t  does not apply to cases 
w here specific events and transactions appear 
to be recalled. B u t there is another explana­
tion  of even these, which, a t least, may be the  
tru e  one. I t  was first suggested, if we m is­
take not, by Swedenborg; and seems fully 
corroborated by tho more.modern light w hich 
has been shed upon spiritual philosophy.

I t  is th is : we arc ' continually surrounded 
by  spirit-beings, who were once men and 
women like ourselycs, and lived out the ir va­
rious experiences iu the earth-life, as weare now

* I)r . Edw ard Beochor, In “ Conflict c<f Agog.”
f  “ CuufoaloDd u£ iiq iAQuiror.”

doing. AVe aro capablt\of coming, and some­
times do come, into very closo rajtpnrt, or 
sym pathetic relations, w ith  ono or moro of 
theso disembodied minds— jierlmps our guar­
dian spirits. A t such tim es thero may flow 
into our minds, from  their memories, more or 
less distinct impressions o r glimpses of what 
is treasured there— tho records of their expe­
rience, no t ours—b u t which seem to us like 
some half-forgotten reminiscence of our own. 
AVho can say th a t such is not the source of all 
seeming recollections of a pre-existence'?

Nevertheless, if human beings are unfolded 
from priorly existing individualized spirit- 
germs, as is supposed by many, these germs 
must have a  history of some sort, which may 
one day be revealed. On this point, seers as 
well as philosophers, spirits as well as mor­
tals, seem to be divided. Mr. Davis informs 
us, th a t “ the germ of the immortal nature is 
spiritual,” bu t (if we rightly understand him), 
instead of having an individualized pre-cxist- 
ence, “ is detached from tho Deiflc ocean of 
spirit when tho human foetus is w ithin twelve 
weeks of b i r t h . P o s s i b l y ,  however, if he 
were to investigate closely, w hat he calls the 
“Deific ocean,” of spirit-germs, he might find 
it made^up, like any other ocean, of individual 
globules or entities each having its own prior 
history and preparatory experience.

I f  so, his testimony may not conflict w ith tha t 
of Mr. Harris, who claims,to have been instruct­
ed by high authority, th a t each human germ 
passes through a series of three b irths— that 
is, in the celestial, th e  spiritual, and the Ulti­
mate Heavens,—before its debut upon the stage 
of earthly life.§ That any degree of con­
sciousness is enjoyed in these anto-mundane 
states, is not distinctly stated , bu t seems im­
plied. If  this bo so, it  is no t improbable that, 
in our futuro unfolding, tablets of memory 
may be exhumed, from which will be deci­
phered records more marvellous than Babylo­
nian ruins or Egyptian pyramids can ever dis­
close.

Giving these testimonies and suggestions 
for w hat they may be w orth, we leave tho 
subject to such as have leisure to pursue it.

E.

“ Oreat Ilarmonlu,” Vol. V, p. 3R0.
“ Arcium of Christianity,” pp. 194-5.

“ T H E  OPPOSITION.”
AVhen we contcnjplate th e  very general op­

position which the spiritualistic phenomena, 
and the tru ths thereby revealed, or corrobor­
ated, most everywhere m eet w ith, our first 
impression is tha t of surprise. “ AVliy,” we 
ask ourselves, “ do men manifest so virulent a 
repugnance a t this, it  would seem, glorious 
manifestion, or corroboration, of man’s immor­
tality  ?” I t  would seem to  be quite natural, 
as the manifestations purport to hold out to us 
all the  sure prospect of an eternal life beyond 
the grave, tha t they  should be hailed w ith a 
joyous welcome, instead of being m et with 
such b itte r and bigoted oppugnancy! Our 
surprise, of course, would be lessened if tho 
opponents of the manifestations were bu t can­
did investigators of the same. B ut their op­
position does not arise from a fairly gained 
conviction of tho fallacy of the spiritualistic 
appearances. They do not, and will not inves­
tigate, but condemn, almost “ w ithout a why 
or wherefore.” Their opposition seems to 
originate in a sort of chronic hatred o f any­
thing th a t is new, no m atter w hether true  or 
false.

The enmity of many tow ard Spiritualism 
no doubt arises from conceit and intense ego­
tism. They cannot bear th c ’prcscncc of any­
thing tha t comes w ithout their special sanc­
tion. They will ea t no pic, however tooth­
some in itself, unless they have had a finger in 
its production. Nobody, they think, can 
make good pies b u t themselves. M aster 
Felton of Cambridge is so prc-occupied with 
his G reek, and o ther things th a t have “ be­
come,” to use an expressive phrase of Goethe’s, 
will not in the least tolerate things th a t are 
“ becoming.” There is no room in his circum­
scribed head and heart for any fresh importa­
tion from the inexhaustible realms of tru th . 
The little  man has got enough—far more than 
it seems he can properly digest. The sight of 
a new dish, though served by the angels of 
God, nauseates his dyspeptic stomach, and he 
raves and rants because the heavenly manna 
is offered for his and others’ good. S till tho 
Professor so far forgets himself as to  sometimes 
instinctively invoke the “ shade” of Demos­
thenes, or tha t of some o ther Greek worthy, 
when in the midst of some impassioned and 
inspired spoecli. N ature will sometimes get 
the better of his perverse will, and then his 
immortal soul calls unto the mystic land of 
spirits for the help i t  instinctively craves. But 
as he is, having generally silenced the voice of 
tlie “ living soul” he received from God, he 
is a fit representative and chief.director of a 
iS a d im ’c k a n  C o l l e g e . May God have mer­
cy on him and it, and give them some fresh in­
flux of Ilis Divine Spirit. For they now 
“ have a name to live and arc dead.” ■

Then there is E lder G r a n t , of the “ W orld’s 
Crisis,” going about like a roaring lion,— 
though lie more resembles another not very 
popular animal, -which, however, we will not 
be so impolite as to  name,—seeking to devour 
spiritualists, and copying into his paper all the 
gross misrepresentations and sc-andal which 
the bigoted, and the spiteful, and the despis-

crs of tru th , and tho profane, a re  ceaselessly 
and most unscrupulously u ttering  against tho 
new sect 1 The cause of tho E lder’n opposi­
tion is, because i t  threatens to  submerge, w ith 
its “ living waters,” th e  soulless theory th a t 
ho has been for a  long time endeavoring to 
foist upon tho Christian world. L et him pass 
now—wo can b u t hope, if he comes in contact 
w ith Bro. G riswold, th a t his darkened mind 
may become penetrated With so many “ sun­
beams” as w ill thoroughly enlighten it. lie  
needs “ light, more light.”

A nother kind of opposition comes to spiritu­
alism from general malcontents. An ill-natur­
ed, diseased man cannot well be receptivo of 
tru th . T ru th  can find a ready welcome only 
in healthy and natural minds. The sweetest 
and most nutritious food is out o f all relation 
to  stomachs oppressed w ith bilious m atter. A 
man’s religious opinions are more or less grad­
uated by the s ta te  of th e  biliary duct. Look­
ing out, and w ithin, through tho gloom of an 
oppressed brain, nothing appears lovely. Ev­
erything is inverted—tho otherwise loveliest 
and most desirable things in creation appear 
to them quite disgusting. D eath gravitates to 
death, and life to  life. To those whose life- 
channels are partially obstructed, existence 
seems undesirable. The tidings of a fuller, 
gladder life to come, “ eternal in the heavens,” 
send no thrill of high joy  to their emasculated 
spirits. The thought of eternal life is as re­
pugnant to them  as is w ater to  th e  maddened 
dog ! By reason of disease, the thought of ex­
istence becomes oppressive, and hence they 
scout tho idea of im m ortality. Tho living 
witness w ithin tho immortal sp irit being si­
lenced by some physical malady, they become 
infidel to the central principle of their nature, 
and will not listen to  the “ words of eternal 
life,” come from w hat source they  may. This 
is a numerous class; and heavenly apparitions, 
immortal intimations, come in w hat form they 
will, will no t bo by it  accredited, but ra ther 
coarsely scouted and falsified. Tho eyes of 
the ir “ living soul” are unfortunately closed, 
and will not cognize tho evidence which Spir­
itualism so aboundingly oilers in attestation of 
its tru th .

W IIA T ’S IN A  NAM E ?
Much, if the name bo a true indication of 

qualities and poiccrs ; little , if it  be but th e  ac­
cidental or arb itra ry  mis-applieation of a 
term .

The name Reformer, when it' designates a 
large-soulcd philanthropist, who, having sub­
dued the evil in himself, seeks in self-abnega­
tion, to become the servant of others by help­
ing them to a higher plane of life, means much. 
I t  is the symbol of redemptive power. But 
when the title  is applied to, or assumed by,' 
the sour cynic, who only grumbles and snarls 
a t tlie follies of his kind ; by the self-compla­
cent pharisee, who has no tender sympathy 
w ith tho erring and the fallen; o r by the con­
ceited theorist who, forgetting the first les­
sons of usefulness, which are hum ility and 
self-reform, strives to ride some stalking hob­
by over the necks of the masses,—then the 
term  becomes no t only meaningless of good, 
b u t “ a stencil in the nostrils” of humanity.

The term Christian, when it denotes the 
loving, tru thful, sympathizing, obedient, self- 
sacrificing sp irit of th e  Nazarene, — which 
prompts to th e  giving of the life, if need be, 
for sinners and for enemies,—has in it a power 
which takes hold on all th a t is noble and di­
vine in human nature. But when assumed by 
the cold-hearted bigot, the self-righteous phar­
isee, the crafty wolf in sheep’s clothing, the 
devotee of em pty forms and rituals,—by a 
church tha t stands aloof from philanthropies, 
and a State th a t  builds itself on bayonets and 
cannon balls,— the term becomes a stumbling- 
block and rock of offence to the world.

So tho name of Spiritualist, which lias come 
into modern use, may mean much or litt le— 
may be the symbol of all th a t is lovely and 
divine, or of much tha t is gross and abomina­
ble—according as it is rightly or wrongly ap­
plied. I n j ts  full significance, i t  is indicative 
of character as well as belief; and it  cannot be 
denied tha t it  properly designates one who is 
spiritual—th a t is, who loves and aspires after 
the things of the spirit, which are pure, eternal, 
and divine, embracing all the virtues, all the 
graces, all the wisdom and the goodness taught 
by. Christianity and all other religions. AVhen 
applied to, or assumed by, those whose mani­
fest tendencies are earthly, groveling, sensual, 
and selfish, tlie incongruity is plain. The mis­
nomer becomes a sign of odium.

Many a real Spiritualist repudiates the 
name because of the odium which has become 
already attached to it  from this cause. B ut 
the term  is a good one in itself— it is rich and 
comprehensive in significance. ' Header, let us 
do our best to  redeem it  from its perversions, 
and make it th e  synonym of all th a t is noble, 
puro, relining, angelic, God-like. “ True Spir­
itualism,” says one of its ablest champions,* 
“ is God in the soul.” i;_

*The editor of this I.imdtm Spiritual Mugiizino. ■ ’

S p ir i tu a l  M ee tin g s— If we may judge by 
the Spiritual meetings which are held in Bos­
ton and vicinity, and in Portland, wo may 
feel sure th a t the “ manifestations ” are by 110 
means 011 th e  decline. In Bromfield Hall, 
connected w ith  this office, and in the New 
Mclodcon, th e  meetings, are fully attended, 
and a great and increasing in terest is quite

apparent. Spiritualism is not on the decllno, 
as somo chooso to  fancy, Even 11 Professor ” 
Grimes admits th a t it  is “ increasing fearfully.” 
(Poor fellow I) I t  is fast realizing Ezekiel’s 
vision of the rising w a te rs ; already w e liavo 
“ w aters to  swim in,” and th ey  will soon swell 
to “ a river th a t cannot be passed over.”

DON’T LIK E IT.
Tho New Jerusalem  Messenger feels ex­

ceedingly scandalized because it  th inks th a t 
“ Spiritists ” are endeavoring to  “ degrade ” 
their idol, Swedenborg, and their idolatry, 
Swedcnborgianism, to  an identity  w ith  mod­
em  Spiritualism. AVliile we have a genuine 
respect’for th e  Swedish seer, and also for his 
followers, in certain regards, we are far enough 
from coveting any closer relationship w ith  ei­
ther of them than  the intrinsic union betw een 
them and us w ill w arrant. AVe are not, we 
trust, such fools as to  suppose th a t an arbitra­
ry connection w ith iSwedenborgianism w ill bo 
of any essential beno/it to us. ’ AVhat there  is 
true in th a t form of religion, we are, and 
should be, as true  eclectics, desirous, of em­
bracing. B ut we do not w ant its narrowness, its 
spiritual pride, its “ I  ain-holjer-than-thou ” 
tem per and disposition. This aSe^N'pt*011 
superior knowledge, of g rea ter pu'KJy and 
sanctity, this baneful pharisaism, has l)C£n a 
dreadful hinderancc to a w ider prevalence of 
pure Christianity. The followers of Sweden­
borg appear to  us to  be especially impregnated 
w ith this dainty, touch-me-not, spiritual aris­
tocracy. They aro too conscious of th e ir  intel­
ligence and their righteousness. They plume 
themselves too inuch upon the ir respectability. 
They would be far more genuinely respecta­
ble and righteous if they w ere less conscious 
of those characteristics. “ Tho unconscious 
is alone complete,” says G o eth e—and we be­
lieve I10 is right. This superciliousness of 
Swedcnborgianism, coupled w ith  its affected 
mysticism, is a  great barrier to  its w ider pro­
mulgation. I t  darkens counsel 1> v its  m ulti­
plicity of strange words. I t  has not y e t  been 
rendered into plain and honest English. Like 
Peter, too, when th e  prolific sheet w as low­
ered to  him from heaven, i t  is over anxious to 
disavow “ things common and unclean.” I t  is 
constantly afraid th a t it will soil its immacu­
late garments. B rethren, pu t 011 working 
clothes, and enter the Christian vineyard with 
a tem per and heart adapted to  your arduous 
and various labors ! If  you expect to  do any 
good, you m ust mingle w ith “ publicans and 
sinners,” even as the great M aster did ; and it 
is not well for you to be continually • re­
minding those whom you would be instrum en­
tal in redeeming, of the great disparity, in 
point of 'righteousness, betw een yourselves 
and them . Swedcnborgianism is devoid of 
two essential elements of C hristianity  ; name­
ly, H um ility and Universality.

Notice to Correspondents.
“ A M other’s Mission ” will appear in our 

next number. 1

“ Drops and Draughts, fresh from th e  Fount 
of T ru th ,” shall refresh our readers in ou r next.

“ Jo ttings by the way, No. 1,” will also ap­
pear.—or a portion of them.

Some of the articles sent for publication in 
the Age have been mislaid, and th a t w ill ac­
count for their non-appearance. I f  we chance 
to find them, they will bo inserted if  they 
suit our purpose; if they do not, wc w ill state 
our objection to  them . Correspondents shall 
receive fair treatm ent.

They must, however, to receive any notice at 
all from us, give the ir real names—not neces­
sarily to  append to their favors, in p rin t, but 
th a t we may know w ith whom we have to  
deal. And, furtherm ore, we request th a t  they 
w rite ou t their favors in a plain, legible hand, 
and a t the same tim e pay stric t regaixl to 
grammatical rules ; for we have no tim e to 
make corrections. AVe would also have them 
them  send brief communications. AVe look 
w ith very slight favor upon long-winded arti­
cles. • They stand a poor chance to be prin t­
ed, and if they' are, they will not bo read, un­
less w ritten  w ith  very marked and attractive 
ability'.

Mystical Writers.
From w hat has been said elsewhere in this 

paper, it  may be inferred th a t we do no t much 
aliect mystical writers. It, seems to us tha t 
there is 110 need th a t men should th ink  so 
muddily. AVhat is peculiar to  m ystical w rit­
ers, is, they always claim th a t they are  unfold­
ing some m ystery. Now how much w iser aro 
tlieii readers for their unfoldmcnj,s, if  they 
fail to  render thcm-elvcs intelligible ? The 
m ystery they' would solve is still lodged in 
the intricate involutions of their speech, and 
wo are constrained to  think, w ith th e  w itty  
Frenchman, th a t language is more a  vehi­
cle for concealment of thought than for its  lu­
cid expression.

AVe know th a t some subjects, not much in 
the popular mind, are not so easily compre­
hended a t their first presentation. So much 
gi eater is the necessity of presenting them  in 
a clear and simple style. AVe therefore ask, 
especially spiritual and theological-ones, wait­
ers to  convey their thoughts in open vehicles! 
I f  by some cunning and powerful m ental alem­
bic you have distilled the m aterial of tru th  in­
to a “ compact essence,” please d ilu te  tho 
same, th a t we people of feeble m ental stom­
ach may digest it.



E X PL A N A T O R Y .
I t  will bo observed by our readers th a t this 

paper, though somewhat enlarged, is not quite 
up to the m ark promised by brother Bikiok, 
tho former proprietor of tho Aar.. W hen the 
proposal was made by him to increase the size 
of his paper, lie had 110 doubt of his ability to 
make his intentions good in th a t regard. Hut 
tho business he had, and still has in hand, and 
upon which the  promised enlargement was 
contingent, having taken an unexpected turn, 
lie was obliged,'for a season a t least, to relin­
quish his in terest in tho paper. The present 
managers, who before had some interest in 
th e  Age, have, mostly as a  “labor of love,” un­
dertaken to keep the paper along till brother
Brock shall be able to carry o v lt his original 
plans w ith regard to it, whic)i he thinks he 
can do a t no d istan t day. I t  was his design 
to  give it  a  specific character, and to make it 
th e  organ, conducted w ith  commanding abili­
ty , of a specific organiz/tion. This, we re­
peat, he still intends t .) accomplish. Mean­
while, the paper is to oe continued, bu t to be 
managed, editorially  and otherwise, after the 
peculiar sty le ri( the present editor, liro. 
Brock, for/i: hom we have great love and re­
spect, luVs not transferred his mantle to  our 

. shoulders, and we m ust e’en wear our own, 
'though it be a little  seedy. W e shall not at­
tem pt w hat we do not feel amply able to 
compass, and therefore make no promises.— 
W e hope, a t least, to make a readable paper, 
and one our Spiritual brethren  will not be 
ashamed of. W e shall give it our close and 
undivided attention . More wo will not say 
now.

WiwhlnKton, ]), (J, iliw book gives a concise 
history of .Spiritual phenomena in all age*, 
nnd he admits the reality of the exhibition!* of 
modern Spiritualism, and attributes them 
neither to  good nor bad Spirits, bu t to  tlie 
nervous fluid in the human body, tho nature 
and laws of which he tliinkn are yet to  be  dis­
covered. lie  discards altogether the agency 
of Spirits in tho m atter. The work is w ritten  
w ith much learning and acutonoss, bu t i t  fails 
to  satisfy, because it  does not advance us one 
step' beyond a mere statem ent ofr facts. Per­
haps th a t is as far as we can go a t present, 
and y e t it is dillicult to  see how a man who 
admits the Spiritual marvels of the Scrip­
tures, as Dr. Sampson docs most fully, should 
conclude th a t o ther events of the same kind 
in all ages, not recorded in Scriptures, have 
been and are purely natural, and the results 
of nervous agitation and disease. All these 
learned dissertations upon m atters lying be­
yond the domain of the senses only serve to 
increase our conviction of the profound mys­
te ry  th a t still envelopes the Spiritual world, 
which for wise providential reasons, undoubt­
edly, still remains and is likely to remain un­
broken.

SPIR ITUA LISM  TESTED.
■We see th a t  a book, bearing the above 

name, has recently made its appearance, put 
forth by a Doctor of Divinity (there is a good 
deal of divinity chronically sick, th a t needs 
doctoring!) and the P resident of a College.— 
N ot having seen the book, we know not what 
kind of solution of Spiritualism i t  affords, but 
presume it  solves the “ enigma ” after the cur­
ren t style. “ Magnetism,” “ Odforce,” “ Elec­
tric ity ,” “ Electro-biology,” “ Pathetisin ,” and 
so forth, figure, probably, in it  as they do in 
all other “ so lu tions” of the subject, which 
have preceded it. AVe by  no means regret 
th e  frequent ‘ issue of these solving books; 
they  doubtless will do much good— throw 
some light upon subjects h itherto  quite dubi­
ous, even if they fail to  account satisfactorily 
for the Spiritualistic - phenomena. W e shall 
no t complain even if they  prove the rem arka­
ble manifest at ions, many of which we have 
attribu ted , and still do a ttribu te , to intelli­
gences who have passed the gates of physical 
death, to  have an entirely  mundane origin.— 
W e can have no possible interest, save that 
which the truth involves, to  subserve in this 
whole m atter.

We may safely premise, however, th a t the 
Reverend Doctor’s plummet—a leaden one, 
no doubt— has not y e t found th e  bottom  of 
th is “ m ystery .” The inhabitants of the 
higher spheres have not a  very great partiali­
ty  for ^ o c to rs  of Divinity. God himself does 
not appear to  often trea t, or confer, w ith them 
directly. He, doubtless, finds them  not quite 
teachable enough for his purposes, and so 
leaves them to grope the ir “ dim and perilous 
way ” by w hat little  light their more materi­
al understandings may furnish. Their brains 
are stultified by their still-necked egotism ; 
they  do m ost always . “ resist the Holy 
(jho-it”—and, it  would seem, all other kinds 
of ghosts. For some good reason or other, at 
anv rate, He does not make them, nor do the 
Spirits, the mediums of new Spiritual truths. 
He chooses, sometimes, the “ foolish things of 
th is world to confound the wise”-—just, prob­
ably, to show them  th a t they are not permit­
ted  to hold the key to  all the secrets of this 
universe. Even the “ raps,” about which so 
many knowing ones frequently make them­
selves m erry, and which th a t astu te and ex­
ceedingly profound philosopher, “ Professor” 
Grimes, says can’t- be made in his august pres­
ence, set all of their “ explanatory ” efforts at 
naught. W e know they say th a t these raps 
are produced in this and in tha t way, b u t still 
wc fail to  be satisfied by their explanations.— 
They do not reach the case by a long shot.— 
AVe have sat down a t a table w ith a little  girl, 
six years old, as a “ medium,” and had the 
raps come thick and fast all around us, and 
received intelligent answers to questions put, 
from i t—answers far transcending th e  abil­
ity  of the child-medium to give. A t the same 
time, and through the same little  “ medium,” 
the “ rappers ” have given us exact imitations 
of sawing wood, felling trees, and so forth, 
which we will wager a Thanksgiving turkey 
these Doctors of Divinity cannot do, even with 
a veritable saw and horse and axe! For all 
the  excruciating “ w it ” which lias been giv­
en birth to  by the sombre brains of the anti­
rappers, th e  raps are still trium phant, and re­
main to “ pu t a Ilea ” in many a foolish though 
conceited car th a t won’t  hear,— or, a t  least, 
th a t won’t  hear aright.

P . S. Since w riting the above, wo have 
read some rem arks in the Springfield Re­
publican, upon Dr. Samson’s book, which we 
subjoin:

Another a ttem pt to  solve tho m ystery of 
Spiritualism has been made by D r. George AV. 
Samson, P resident of Columbia College,

WOMEN MUCH W RITTEN ABO UT.
Old G o e th e , in  s p e a k in g  o f  L o rd  I iy r o n ’s  idea l 

w om en, r e m a rk s  :
11 Y es, B y ro n ’s w om en  a re  good  in d e e d , th is  is 

th e  o n ly  v ase  in to  w h ich  w e m o d ern s  c a n  p o u r 
o u r  id e a lity  ; n o th in g  c an  b e  d one  w ith  t h e  m en. 
H o m e r lia s  g o t i t  a ll a w a y  in  A c h ille s  and  
U ly sse s , th e  b ra v e s t  an d  m o s t p ru d e n t o f p o ss ib le  
m e n .”

So i t  w o u ld  seem , if  w e  m a y  ju d g e  h y  th o  m ass 

o f  w ritin g  p e rp e tr a te d  a t  th e  e x p en se  o f  th e  fa ir 
s ex . AVe in fer, from  th e  m u ch  c o n tra d ic to ry  
s p e c u la tio n  in re fe re n c e  to  th em , th a t  th e y  a re  

q u i te  c o m p le x  a n d  e n ig m a tic a l b e in g s. N a tu r a l ­

is ts , p h ilo s o p h e rs , p o litic a l econom ists , a r o  e x ­

tre m e ly  p u z z led  a b o u t  t h e  p laco  th a t  s h a l l  be 

a ss ig n e d  th e m  in  th o  eco n o m y  o f th o  w o r ld .—  
P ity  i t  is  t h a t  h e r  t r u e  w o rk  an d  d u tie s  sh o u ld  
n o t  h a v e  b e en  m a d e  m o re  m a n ife s t e a r l ie r  in  th e  
h is to ry  o f  m a n  ! L e t  u s  g a th e r  to g e th e r  som e 

o f  th e  v a r io u s  n o tio n s  e n te r ta in e d  b y  th e  m e n  in 

re la tio n  to  th e m . I t  m a y  a m u se  th o  la d ie s ,  if  i t  
su b se rv o  n o  h ig h e r  p u rp o s e . C o le rid g e  s a y s  o f 
b o th  s e x e s  :

“ T h e  man's d e s ire  is fo r  th o  woman ;  b u t  tho  
woman's desire is rarely other THAN ro l l  t h e  1>K- 
s ik k  op  T in : MAX.”

AVe c a n  v ouch  fo r th e  t r u t h  o f  th o  fir s t  c lau se  

o f  th o  a b o v o  s e n te n c e , b u t  re fe r to  th e  la d ie s  for a  
co n firm a tio n  o f  th e  la s t  c la u se . A lth o u g h  ra th e r  
s u b tle , w e  a ro  in c lin e d  to  th in k  th a t  th o  d is tin c ­

t io n  is r ig h t .  A g a in  C o le rid g e  say s  :

“ A  w o m a n ’s f r ie n d s h ip  b o rd e rs  m o re  c lo se ly  
o n  love th a n  m a n ’s. M en  a llc c t each  o th e r  in 
tiie  re fle c tio n  o f  nob lo  o r  friend ly  a c ts  ; w hile 
w om en  a s k  few er p ro o fs, a n d  m o re  s ig n s  a n d  e x ­
p re s s io n s , o f  a t ta c h m e n t .”

A  w o m a n  said  to  G o e th e  : ■

“ W e w om en  b e lie v e  in  m en  ! in the ardor o f 
passion they deeeire themselves ; how, then, ean tee 
help being deceived by them !" S u re  e n o u g h  ! how  
c a n  th e y -1

A p ro p o s  to  w h a t  C o le rid g e  say s  in r e la t io n  to  

w o m a n ’s  d e s ire  fo r  th o  d e s iro  o f  m an , M ich e le t 
s a y s  :—■“ I t  is m u c h  m o re  m a n ’s indifference th a n  

h is  tyranny  th a t  to rm e n ts  h e r .” M ic h e le t a lso  

sa y s  o f  w o m an  tliu t^ sh e  is  “ a  m ira c le  o f  d iv ine  
c o n tra d ic tio n s .” .

A F re n c h  D o c to r o f  D iv in ity  h a s  a lso  w ritte n  
a  b o o k  e n ti t le d  “ W om an : h e r  Mission and her 
lA fe .” l i e  is v e ry  a p p re c ia tiv e  o f w o m a n , as  
c le rg y m e n  g e n e ra l ly  a re .  H e re  w ill bo  a  good 

b i t  fo r th o s e  w ho  ta k e  th o  w o m an ’s s id e  o f  the  

q u e s tio n  in  d e b a t in g  C lu b s  : “ T h e y  w h o  hock  

t h e  c r a d l e  h u l k  t h e  w o u l d .” T h is  a g re e s  

w ith  w h a t  K e a ts , th e  p o e t, sa id  : ’ "
“  ’ T is  th e  e te rn a l law  

T h a t  f ir s t  in b e a u ty  s h a l l  be  lir s t  in m ig h t .” 
K ev. M . M o n o d  a g a in  say s  o f w o m a n  :—  

“  W hile  s h e  is w e a k e r  th a n  m an , sh e  h a s  m o re  
[low er o v e r  h im  th a n  he  o v e r  h e r .” T h is  so u n d s  

a  litt le  p a ra d o x ic a l ,  b u t  w e su p p o so  i t  is  tru e  

en o u g h . “  H e r  v o c a tio n  is c h a r i ty ,"  h o  says. 
W e w ish  i t  w ero o rd a in e d , a lso , to  be  m o r e  th e  

“ v o c a tio n ” o f man th a n  i t  is. U n d d r th o  p re s e n t  
o rd e r  o f  th in g s , in  re la tio n  to  w om an, h e r  p e ­

c u lia r  p o w e rs  b e ca m e  in v e rte d , h e  s a y s ,  as  

fo llow s : H e r  “  v ig ila n c e  is t r a n s fo rm e d  in to
c u rio s ity , ta c t  in to  a rtif ice , p e n e tra tio n  in to  te ­
m e rity , p ro m p tn e s s  in to  u n s tea d in e ss , in flu en ce  
in to  in tr ig u e , p o w e r in to  do m in io n , sen s itiv e n e ss  

in to  ir r i ta b il i ty ,  th e  p o w e r o f  lov ing  in to  je a lo u s y ,  
th e  n ece ss ity  o f  b e in g  u se fu l in to  a  p a ss io n  to 

p le a se .”
A  w r i te r  in th e  C h ris tia n  E x a m in e r, in  re v ie w ­

in g  th e  w rite rs  a b o v e  n a m e d , g ives his v iew s, a l­

so, o f w o m an . AVe q u o te  from  th e  H o m e  J o u r ­

n a l w hat, h e  say s  : .
“  I t  is n o t th e  m a n  o f  g a lla n try  o r th e  p h ila n ­

th ro p is t  th a t  m o s t ju s t ly  e s tim a te s  w o m a n :  i t  is 
th e  n a tu ra l  p h ilo so p h e r . [W e sh o u ld  s a y  th a t  
th is  n a tu ra l  p h ilo so p h e r , to  ho an fa it  as  a  ju d g e  
o f  w om en , sh o u ld  u n ite  w ith  h is  n a tu ra l  p h ilo so ­
p h y  th e  q u a litie s  o f  g a lla n try  a n d  'p h i la n th ro p y ,' 
a s  th e y  w o u ld  a s s is t  in e n la rg in g  h is  v is io n .— E d . 
E c l e c t ic .] H e re c o g n ise s  in h e r  a r t  o f  p le a s in g  
a  m ea n s  o f re a liz in g  w h a t is n o t a t ta in a b le  
th ro u g h  h e r ,  l im ite d  e x ec u tiv e  p o w er ; in  h e r 
p e rs p ic a c ity  h e  b e h o ld s  a  co m p en sa tio n  fo r  th e

m ent which follows a  w ound to tliolr nolfdovn, tho 
re n tie r  union of rem ark ab le  ta len t with feminine 
sentim ent, us in Do Btoel, C harlo tte  Dronte, nnd 
othora, tho resort to  artifice, and  the  presence o f 
mind, which, in com m on ta lk , wc ascribe to w o­
man, are  d irectly  traceab le  to peculiarities of con­
stitu tion , to facts o f n a tu re  and  tem peram ent in 
which consists h er essential individuality. 'J'hey 
insinuato no lesson of inferiority , b u t proclaim  
th a t  tho Creator laid  in the ' deep and absolute 
foundation of instinct tho v ital and m oral in te r­
ests o f hum anity , too p rec ious to  be confided to 
th e  w ayw ard reason and th e  uncontrolled will o f 
m an. 1 I t  is a universal rule,’ says M ichelet, ‘which 
as fa r  at I  know, has no exception, that great men al­
ways resemble their mothers' "

•A gain he says :—  .
“ Indeed, the  b e s t elem ents o f w om anly a ttra c ­

tion—sentim ent, ch arac te r, an d  fa ith—are, in a  
g rea t degree, soquestred , in tim ate, and exclusive, 
and not to be.estim ated  b y  any  external guago or 
standard  ; and w h at aro called  her righ ts aro so 
identified w ith these, th a t  tho moro actual th ey  
are , the  less aro they  claim ed and oxhibited.—  
H er tru e  pow er is not ostensib le, b u t la ten t; it  is 
felt ra th e r  tlmn proclaim ed, know n ra th er th an  
defined. ‘N atu re  has been  very k ind  to  th em ,’ 
w rote Je rro ld , in allusion to th e ir  te a rs : ‘nex t to 
a  rhinoceros, thero  Is n o th in g  in the  w orld arm ed  
like a  w om an.’

Tho abovo views of w om en, it  will bo seen, aro 
thoso of m en. AVe aro n o t so su re  th a t m en can 
fully “en te r into th e ir  se c re t."  M any, very m any 
know ing wom en p ro test th a t  they  cannot, o r  do 
not, and  therefore wo a re  n o t to Im plicitly  re ­
ceive w h a t thoy say  o f  tho  fair sex  as wholly 
truo . W oman m ust, for a u g h t wo see, in te rp re t 
herself. AVe shall have no  hope th a t sho will fu l­
ly and tru ly  u n d erstand , and fulfill, h e r sphere  in 
tho hum an econom y, u n til sho shall have a tta in ­
ed to a  good deg ree  o f self-com prehension. She 
can best historify  h er ow n consciousness, we v er­
ily believe. S liakspearo  conics nearer to  a tru o  
com prehension of w om an th an  any o ther m an.—  
B u t ho was em inently  fem inine as well as inascu- 
lino, and th a t accounts for his g rea t success in 
fem ale characterization . l i e  had , com bined w ith  
a  vast generalizing  in tellect, all the em otional 
sentim ents com m on to w om an. His sonnets g ive 
am ple evidence o f this.

Spiritualism  is y e t to  do m uch  for tho  p roper 
developm ent of w om an, and  to  indicate tho fu l­
ness of h e r sphere  o f action  and duties.

w ant o f th a t philosophic m ethod of reach ing  
tru th  th a t  d istingu ishes th e  m asculine intellect. 
Nice observation is indispensable to m inds inade­
q uate ly  endow ed with causality  ; w here em otion 
predom inates, in terest is absorbed in th e  im m e­
diate ; delicacy o f  nerve and  m uscle im ply g rea te r 
dependence; q u ic k  to see hu t slow to generalise, 
.with m ore tac t th an  reflection, m ore hasto  than 
philosophy, m ore receptive than  creative in tellec­
tua lly .

In  all this, and m uch m oro w hich physio logy 
reveals, w e find established laws 6 f n a tu re  which 
can n e ith e r  be violated w ith  im punity nor ignored 
w ithou t fallacy. H ence th e  protest o f both men o f 
science and men o f  sentiment against somo ot the 
ironically  called ' strong-m inded women ; hence 
th e  physio logist declares th a t excessive mental la­
bor in women, as a general rule, would ‘ require a 
development o f the head which is often fa ta l in par­
turition, and would repress that sensibility which 
makes them so superior to men tn sentiment and affec­
tion! On th e  sam e principle R ousseau declared , 
‘ Bring them up like men, and the more they resemble 
them the less thei/ w ill govern them.’ T heir need of 
love, th e ir  im perfect friendship, the ir a lleged  curi­
osity  and  inability  to keep  a  secret, tho rcsent-

K D IT O ItlA L  ITEMS.
George AV. C urtis’ ed ito ria l relations to H a r­

p er’s W eekly and  M onthly have not been in te r­
rup ted  by tlie publishers, as reported , to co n c ili­
ate southern  s u p p o r t ; n o r for any o th er cause. 
He continues a  constan t co n tribu to r to both  p u b ­
lications, and it will be a  sad d ay  for them  w hen 
he ceases to bo.— Exchange. -

A lthough Mr. C urtis is a  very en tertain ing  
w riter, we have no th o u g h t th a t  the  world would 
lose its balance if tho H arp ers  should dispense 
w ith h is valuable services.

L a d ie s ’ D iie ss . AVe advise our A m erican la ­
dies to dress, d u rin g  th e  four seasons, as the ir 
com fort and h ea lth  req u ire . L e t th em  eschew  
the o rnam ental as an end, being  assured  th a t e s­
the tic  laws are  in com plete harm ony  w ith all o th ­
e r  law s of our being. T h e  useful and o rn am en t­
al a re  inseparab le  th ings. '

The Boston S p iritua l A ge is indefinitely su s­
pended for reasons not clearly' s ta te d .— Spiritual 
Clarion. .

AVe th o u g h t o u r s ta te m e n t in relation  to tho 
suspension of tho aoi-: w as clear enough for com ­
mon understand ings. W e said, “ its  publication  
will be suspended for a  few w eeks, in ordor th a t  
the  p rop rie to rs m ay  have suflicient tim e to p e r ­
fect th e ir  a rran g em en ts  for tho new o rder of 
th ings.” W asn’t  th is s ta te m e n t lucid enough for 
you, B ro. U uia ii 1 I t  w as tru e , a t any ra te ; and  
now behold said “ new o rd e r  of tilings!"  T re a t 
us politely, if you  p lease ! AVe m ean to he very 
courteous to von, for w e lik e  the sound of y o u r 
in strum ent r ig h t well.

Mr. Charles M ackay  has w ritten  a  new  poem  
in seven Cantos called “ A M an’s H e a r t.”— lios- 
ton l'o d ..

The ladies w ill be in a  g re a t flu tter till they  
read  th a t book. B u t rea lly , w o-d id n ’t suppose 
so m uch could be  m ade o u t o f a  “ m an’s h e a rt.”

E jj/'R ov . M r. H arris, ab o u t whose ' “ sp lu rg e” 
against Spiritualism  so m uch  lias been said, r a th ­
e r  riithli!ssly excoriates, in his “ H erald  o f b ig h t,"  
the  Sw cdenborgiun b re th ren , l ie  th u s, and it  
seem s to us, tru th fu lly  sp e ak s of them  :—

“ T he very first and m ost incipient form of a  
New C hurch Society, has, so far as we know , 
never y e t been realized  in E ngland. Wo m igh t 
as well preach to  tho d e a d ; our w ords are  to 
m any as those o f  one w ho linth a  devil. The 
lowly m ind, the self-renouncing  heart, they  m u st 
bo felt to be understood. We th ink , as we behold 
the Sect, perusing  Sw edenborg  on th e  Sabbath , 
o f w hat l ’aitl said  concerning tho Israelites o f 

.old, that, when th ey  read  Moses, ‘the  veil is on 
"their hearts ,' and  w hat shall rem ove th is veil 1 
We aro in g re a t sorrow  and  heaviness of sp ir it 
for their sakes. I t  c lings to their faces like a 
cold shroud, th a t  hides the  coflined features o f 
the  dead. H ere is an o th e r lam entable  illu s tra ­
tion of the tru th , th a t  th e  loftiest form ulas of 
doctrine m ay be woven into sub tle  Veils of self­
delusion, when ta k e n  in to  th e  understanding ' o f 
the  n a tu ra l m an .”

The H arvard  college people seem to have r a th ­
e r  snubbed P rofessor H un ting ton . W hen ho re ­
signed, ho in tim ated  th a t  he  would, save th e  
preaching , serve o u t th e  p resen t college year, if 
desired, in the  du ties o f  his professorship ; and  
when the  board o f overseers in terceded to have 
him  w ithdraw  his resignation  altogether, lie said 
he aw aited tho action  o f tho corporation , before 
going fu rther. B u t tlip corpora tion  no t only ac ­
cepts the  resignation  w ith o u t qualification, or e x ­
pressed regre t, b u t  proceeds a t  once to nom inate 
his successor, Kev. A ndrew  I’. Peabody , the  Uni­
tarian  pasto r of P o rtsm o u th , N .H ., and  editor of 
th e  N orth  A m erican Review . In  th is, as in o th e r  
developm ents along th e  U nitarian  line, wo se e th e  
sensitiveness o f a  sect, th a t  they  have lo st a  p ro m ­
inent bro ther, and  the  w an t o f abiliLy and  d ispo ­
sition to tre a t w ith th a t  ch a rity  an d  lib era lity , 
w hich th ey  p reach  so e loquen tly , ono whpyhas. 
left th e ir fold, and  no longer follow etlutlleir s ta n d ­
ard . “ Shoot tho d eserters ,"  if nrft tho avow ed 
w atchw ord of p arties in politics and  religion, as 
o f  arm ies, is ce rta in ly  qu ito  equally  th e ir  practice. 
Dr. P eabody  is a  m an  of ripened pow ers as 
p reacher, pas to r and  scholar, and  w ill doubtless 
m ak e  an  accep tab le  successor o f P rof. H u n tin g ­

ton, Not m illkoly thero  will a rise  a  nectarlnn 
conlrovorny in th e  board of overseers upon his 
confirm ation; nnd thus will ho auain  exh ibited  
the folly nnd m ischief o f  th is w hole m achinery 
th a t eonnects H arvard  college w ith  tho Stuto.—  
Meanwhile P rofessor H untington is advancing in­
to the bosom of th e  Episcopal ch u rch , and will 
soon bo invested w ith holy  orders as a  preacher 
thereof.— Springfield Republican.

Tho corporation do ex ac tly  r ig h t in no t m ak ing  
more ado abou t th o  retrogression  o f  l ’rof. H u n t­
ington. I f  he is n o t honestly  of th o  U nitarians, 
le t him  go ou t qu ie tly  from  am ong them , and  find 
his homo elsew here.

Q y T h o  following fine little poem was written for. 
tho E clectic by I .izzn : F i.v , a young Indy of ex ­
cellent poetic ability.

The Fallen.'
Down came the white fleecy snow-flakes,—

Down from the (lull ashy sky,
And down sunk tlie heart of the wanderer, 

Watching w ith motionless eye—
. Watching the fjill of tho snow-flakes.

On tlie street, oil the river and brink,
Thinking! Oil merciful Heaven!

Why should the poor ever th ink  ?

Once she was pure as tho miow-llakcs,
Ju s t dropped on tho stones o f tho street,

Now she is tarnished and blackened, 
hike the filth ’neath the way-farer’s feet I 

And tho debnuclieo heedotli as lightly,
Her sin, her remorse mid her woo.,

As tho passer-by heedotli the tarnish,
And stain o f  the beautiful buow .

How fust the pure snow-flakes aro bhickened,
In tho c ity ’s rush, hustle and din,—

How fast tho pure souls aro polluted,
In its folly, its madness mid sin!

Sweet souls, tha t came down like the (lakelets,
In the world’s busy riot and rout,

And alas, for the thoughtless nnd reckless 
AVlio tram ple their purity  out!

----------------------- ----------------------------------- ■

Tho following from Milton's “ Agonistes ,” 
representing Dalilah approaching Sampson, would 
do well as a representation of a modern belle. How 
very much nliko are tho “fine ladies” of all ages of 
the w orld!

“ Hut who is this, what thing of sea or land? 
Female of sex it seems,
That so bedeck'd, ornate and gay,
Comes this way sailing 
Like a stately ship
Of Tarsus, bound for the isles . •
Of Javan or (ladine,
With nil her bravery on, and tackle trim,
Sails till’d, and streamers waving,
Courted by all the winds that hold their piny.
An nmber-scent of odorousjiorfume 
Her harbinger, a damsel train beh ind!”

J j w in J  p o t t o .

JE S T  The buwincss of our Boston ofllce 1h 
intrusted to  Mr. P . C lau k e , who w ill ever bo 
found a courteous, prom pt, and faithful’gentle­
man. Business done w ith  him, o r w ith tho 
kd ito ii through our Portland office, will be 
equally valid. The Club term s of th e  E c le c t ic  
will bo the same as were thoso of th e  Ago.

O ur m oro reflective readers w ill n o t fail to 
poruso  the  colum n expressly  p repared , a t  the  cost 
o f  m uch read ing , fo r them . They w ill find th is 
d ep a rtm en t especially  rich .

i f r S r - This number of the E c le c t ic  will bo 
sen t to a nifmber of our old subscriber* whoso 
term  of subscription has recently expired, w ith 
the hope th a t ou r “ shining morning face ” 
w ill induce them to  renew. AVe th ink  they 
will take a liking to  us. Our faith  in th a t di­
rection is strong. Obey, brethren, - tho first 
liberal impulse, and rem it forthw ith. Wo 
need your help and countenance. I t  is hoped 
th a t  our P ortland brethren , whom we doubt 
no t aro liberal people, will devise liberal 
things in respect to us, especially as wo aro 
no t only geographically, bu t Spiritually, so 
near to them . O ur Maine brethren , general­
ly , will, we trust, give us substantial tokens of • 
th e ir regard. . 1

Notice to Contributors and Exchanges.
As the editor of the E clectic w ill bo most 

of the tim e in Portland, Mo., i t  w ill accommo­
date  him if contributors to the paper, and 
those editors who shall see fit to  continue to  
exchange w ith it, will please d irec t to  tho 
“ Spiritual Eclectic,” Portland, Maine.

D elay o f  tlie Eclectic.
AVe a re  quito  aw aro  th a t  th e re  h a s  been  con­

siderable im patience felt a t  tho d e la y  in the  a p ­
pearance o f  th is p aper, and  wo confess wo liavo 
ourselves largely  shared  in th is feeling . AVe had  
reason  to  ex p ec t i t  w ould bo issu ed  ten days 
ea rlie r  th a n  this, and  it  is not o u r  fa u lt th a t it 
wras not. In  m ak in g  a rrangem en ts fo r a  now 
p ap e r lik e  th is, m an y  unforeseen h inderan ces will 
in terpose to  check  proceedings. B u t  hero  i t  is 
a t  last, an d  we hope tho com m unity  w ill m ak e  
m u ch  of it. .

B O O K  N O T IC E S .

O w e n ’ s “ . F o o t f a l l s  on tho B oundary  of 
another AVorld,” we have never received, and con­
sequently have n o t given it  th a t notice w hich wo 
desire to give. AVe th in k  wo m ig h t have m a te ri­
ally aided in its sale, b u t  the pub lishers thereo f 
seem to be of the;j™ iiy  wise school of m en. I t  
is possible th a t  they  w ero no t apprised  o f tho 
fact th a t such a  paper as the S p iritu a l A go e x ­
isted, as it certa in ly  d id  when tho “ Footfa lls" 
was issued. Wo shall bo pleased to notico good 
and substantial books, if  pub lishers will favor us 
with copies of th e  same. We shall not, however, 
puff books, b u t sha ll exp ress honestly  entertained 
opinions of them .

T im  E x o i.is i r ' l t i iv iE W S  a n d  B l a c k w o o d ’s 

M a o a z ix e .— AVe call th e  atten tion  o f our readers 
to the  b rief p rospectus of tlieso splendid re ­
prints, inserted ill our advertising  columns.

Those reviews contain the  best cu rre n t th o u g h t 
of the English m ind, and  of course, nre every way 
w orthy to be read  by all who w ould know  the 
progress of civilized and sp iritualized  society.—  
Tlieso journals reflect tho  m ost advanced phases 
of English developm ent. They a re  exceedingly 
liberal in their tone , and iwmifest an exceedingly 
rich culture. AVo shall notice each publication  as 
it appears, and, ag reeab ly  with o u r eclectic ch a r­
acter, shall m a k e  use, in our colum ns, o f such 
m atter contained in them  as we th in k  will e n te r­
tain and edify o u r  readers. '

AVe have been shown a  docum ent signed by  
the M ayors in office o f the cities o f tho U nited  
S tates and C anada, certify ing  to tho  superio r e x ­
cellence of Dr. A y er’s com pound E x tra c t o f S a r ­
saparilla and to tho  value of all h is  rem edies as 
articles of g rea t public u tility , S uch  evidence 
from such high sources bears us o u t triu m p h an tly  
in the position wo have long m ain ta ined  w ith  re ­
gard to Doct. A y e r’s P rep ara tio n s , o r  m ore p a r ­
ticularly  our advertisem ents of th em . No p u b ­
lisher need be m ore  opposed th an  wo aro to  tho 
prom ulgation of q u ack e ry  in any shape, b u t  wo 
knew  when wo began th a t h is rem edies wero 
above any suspicion of deception— th a t  they  wero 
about the best i t  is possible to produce fo r tho 
cure of disease, and  th a t they  have th e  confidence 
of all com m unitie sw liere they a re  know n. N ot 
alone because th e  M ayors of th e  wliolo co u n try  
believe them  usefu l to th e ir  peop le, b u t because 
wo know  from experience  that they  aro so to  ours, 
do wo believe wo aro rendering  a  substan tia l se r­
vice to our re a d e rs in  m ak in g  th e ir  v irtues know n 
to them .— Courier, 1‘rineeton,' K y.

A singular law-suit is going on in London, a 
gentleman having sued a confectioner for put­
ting too many portraits of Spurgeon upon a 
supply of bt n 'm ns ho lmd ordered. He liad 
ordered tho lids of the bonbons ornamented 
with portraits o f celebrated living personages, 
and the confectioner had put five Spurgeons in 
each dozen. The plaintiff had no objection to 
a fair proportion of Spurgeon in his sweet­
meats, but he thought five out of every twelve 
was more Spurgeon than  lie or ‘his guests 
could stand. The case was adjourned in order 
to  obtain information as to the list §f portraits 
from which the confectioner selected.

Ilernld o f  Light.
AVo have received the March num ber of this 

M onthly Magazine, edited by T. L. H a r r i s  

and Rev. Mr. C. C. C i i u k c i i . AVe ra ther like 
th e  freedom and tone of this Journal, bating 
th e  affected style and cant of some of its a rti­
cles. AVlien will religious teachers have done 
w ith  this “ highfalutin” terminology ? I t  u t­
terly  spoils many otherwise good articles.— 
AVe cannot be rid of the impression tha t, in 
adopting th is sounding and m ystical diction, 
w riters betray  weak ambition and  vicious in­
sincerity. Directness and simplicity of speech 
indicate honesty of heart and purpose. Look 
a t the beautiful plainness of John  Bunyan ? 
How sincere wc feel he i s ! N o t th a t wo 
would altogether eschew ornam ent of stylo, 
b u t wc would not “ make of sw eet religion a 
rhapsody of words.”

AVe particularly  like, in this magazine, as 
eminently correct, the article in w hich 'a  paral­
lel is drawn betw een Slmkspeare and  Sweden­
borg. I t  is just ly  full of.high appreciation of 
th e  great poet, and no less ju s t to  the  large 
claims of the unpoetical Seer. I f  Mr. H arris 
w rote the article, he lias done well for once.

This Magazine is published in N ew  York, by 
th e  “ New Church Publishing Association,” 
for $ 2 .00  a  year, and is well w orth  the mon-

u)r- ____________ ___ ____________  ‘
Herald o f  Progress.

AVe have bought and partially perused this 
new  candidate for public (Spiritualistic) favor. 
Mechanically, it is a very nice and  sightly 
sheet. In  speaking of its  contents, i t  bccomcs 
us, perhaps, to pause and m aturely cogitate, 
before we venture an opinion. M uch of the 
m atter, it  seems to  us, is very good, though 
no t so Ucclg and sententious as w e like to seo 
in a weekly journal. A ndrew  Jackson Davis, 
th e  editor, lias quite an extensive name as a 
lucid si:i:it, and, a t first thought, i t  would 
seem th a t he is jy s t the man to ed it a Spirit­
ual newspaper. B u t it  strikes us th a t he is 
no t exactly the man for this position. His 
lucubrations may suit a certain— perhaps tho 
m ost thinking cla»s—but his style of w riting is 

,•rather too stately , elephantine, and, we may
say, stilted, for ligh t and brisk journalism __
th e  kind th a t the many-eyed, busy  public,— 
th e  Spiritualistip no less th a t o ther publics,— 
requires. Perhaps we shall bo pardoned for 
saying th a t  Mr. Davis’ natural lite ra ry  prov­
ince is book icriting. H e has produced some 
very  suggestive books, which wc th ink  have 
done a good deal of good, and it rem ains to  bo 
seen w hether or no lie will succeed as well in 
th e  moro variable and lighter w alk o f journal­
ism. Our brother m ust, to succeed w ell,, 
learn to doff, occasionally, his facial gravity, 
and learn to  frisk, editorially, w ith  thq rest 
of the facile' fraternity . Ho w ill have, a t 
times, to  toss, his lumbering philosophy “ to 
th e  dogs,”  and learn the philosophy of small, 
common, every-day things.

However, i t  isn’t  for us “ small try  ” to lec­
tu re  a philosopher on any subject, so wo will- 
say no moro now, only to  request an exchange 
w ith  Bro. Davis, and to wish him success—if 
lie can command it. .



I  th ink  nothing can he added to  Milton’s 
definition or rule of poetry—th a t it  ought to 
lie simple, sensuous, aud impassioned ; th a t is 
to  pay, singlo in conception, abounding in sen­
sible images, aud informing them  all w ith tho 
spirit o f the mind.— Coleridge.

C o l e r i d g e ’s  v i e w  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e ­

t w e e n  S t o r i e s  o f  D r e a m s  a n d  G h o s t s .—  

There is a great difference in the credibility to 
be attached to stories of dreams and stories of 
ghosts. Dreams have nothing in them  which 
is absurd and nonsensical ; and,.though most 
of the coincidences may bo readily explained 
by tlio diseased system  of tho dreamer, and 
tho g rea t and surprising power of association, 
y e t it  is impossible to  say w hether an inner 
sense does not really exist in tho mind, seldom 
developed, indeed, b u t which may have a power 
of presentim ent. All external senses lmve 
their correspondents in the mind ; the eye can 
seo an object before it  is distinctly apprehend­
ed ; w hy may there not bo a corresponding 
power in tho soul ? Tho power of prophecy 
might have been merely a spiritual oxcitation 
of this dormant faculty.

Hence, you will observe, th a t the Hebrew 
seers have required music. [A condition of 
their “ mediumship.”— E d .]  Every thing in 
nature has a tendency to move in cycles ; and 
i t  would be a miracle if, out of such myriads 
of cycles moving concurrently, some coinci­
dences did not take place. No doubt many 
such take place in the day time ; b u t then our 
senses drive out the remembrance of them, 
and render the impression hardly f e l t ; b u t 
when we sleep, the mind acts w ithout in ter­
ruption. Terror and tho heated imagination 
will, even in tlio day time, create all sorts of 
features, shapes and colors, out of a single ob­
ject, possessing none of them in reality.

Tho Zendavesta, (Persian Bible,) must, I  
think, have been copied in parts from the 
writings of Moses. In  the description of the 
creation, tho first chapter of Genesis is taken 
almost literally, except the sun is created be­
fore tlio light, and then tho herbs and the 
plants after tlio sun ; which are precisely the 
two points they did not understand, and there­
fore altered as errors.

Thero are only two acts of tho creation, 
properly so called, in the Mosaic account—the 
material universe and man. The interm ediate 
acts seem more as the results of secondary 
causes, or, a t any rate, of a modification of 
prepared materials.— Coleridge.

W hatovor may be thought of the genuine­
ness o r authority  o f tlio book of Daniel, i t  
makes no difference in my belief in Christi­
anity ; for Christianity is w ithin a man, even 
as ho is a man gifted w ith reason ; it is asso­
ciated w ith your m other’s chair, and w ith the 
first remembered tones of her blessed voice. 
— Coleridge.

Tlio first three Gospels show the history, 
th a t is, tho fullfilment of tho prophecies, in 
the facts. St. John  declares explicitly the doc­
trine, oracularly, and  w ithout comment, be- 
causo being pure reason, it can only be proved 
by itself. For Christianity proves itself, as the 
sun is seen by its own light. I ts  evidence is 
involved in its existence. St. Paul w rites 
more particularly for the dialectic understand­
ing ; and proves those doctrines which were 
capable of such proof by common logic.— Ibid.

T h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  suggests the materials 
of reasoning, tho reason decides upon them . 
Tho first can only say, (tliis is, or ought to 
be so. The last says, it m m t be so.— Ibid.

A R o g u e  is a round-about foo l; a  fool in- 
circumbendibus.— Ibid.

I n c r e d u l i t y  is bu t credulity seen from 
behind, bowing and nodding assent to  the 
habitual and tho fashionable.— lb.

Man Immortal.
E ither wo have an immortal soul, or we 

have not. I f  wo have not, wo are beasts; tho 
lirst and wisest of beasts, it  may b o ; bu t still 
truo  beasts. W e shall only differ in degree, 
and n o t in k in d ; ju s t  as tho elephant differs 
from th e  slug. B u t by tho concession of all 
th e  materialists of nil tho schools, or almost 
all, we aro not of tlio same kind as beasts—  
this also wo say from our o w j i  conscious­
ness. Therefore, methinks, i t  m ust bo the 
possession of a soul w ithin us th a t  makes tho 
difference.

Try to  conceive n man w ithou t ideas of a 
God, e ternity , freedom, will, absolute t r u th ; 
of tho good, the true, tho beautiful, the infi­
nite. An animal endowed w ith  a memory of 
appearances and facts might remain. B ut the 
man w ill have vanished, and you have instead 
a  creature more subtle than  any beast o f tho 
field, b u t likewiso cursed abovo every beast 
o f  tho  field ; upon tho belly m ust i t  go, and 
dust m ust it  eat, all the days of its  life.— lb.

imyo:—"And God sold, le t us mnko man In 
ou r oicn image, a fter our lU enm ,’’ And in 
tho nex t chapter, ho ropdata tlio n a rra tiv e :— 
“And tho Lord God formed man of tho dust 
of tho ground, and breathed into hi# nostrils 
tho breath of life ;” and then adds these 
words,’— 11 and man became a living m il,"  Ma­
terialism will never explain these last words.— 
lb. ■ .

Forms o f  Ilellglon .
I t  is right th a t forms o f religion should be 

bestowed by God Himself, bu t should, as the 
work of eminent men, be conformed to the 
understanding of the  masses. I f  they  were 
the work of God, no man could understand 
th e m ; but, being tho w ork of men, they do 
not express the inscrutable.

The religion of th e  highly cultivated Greeks 
w ent no farther than  to give sensible repre­
sentations of a ttrib u tes  of this Inscrutable 
essence. As only limited beings wrere thus 
produced, and a gap was obvious in the con­
nection of tho whole, they invented th e  idea of 
Fate  to  preside over all. As thus, again, re­
mained a many-sided Inscrutable, the difficul­
ty  was rather se t aside than met.

C hrist thought of a God, comprising all in 
one, to whom he ascribed all properties which 
he found excellent in himself. This God was 
the essence of his own fair inward being; full 
of love and goodness, like himself; every way 
suited to  induce good men to give themselves 
to  him trustingly, and receive his Idea, as the 
sw eetest connection w ith a higher sphere. B ut 
as the great Being whom we name tho Divin­
ity, manifests himself, not in men only, bu t in 
a rich, powerful nature, and mighty world- 
advcntures, so, naturally , a representation of 
Him, framed from human attributes, cannot be 
adequate, and the atten tive observer w ill soon 
discern imperfections and contradictions, which 
will drive him doubt, nay, to despair, unless 
ho be either li tt le  enough to  let himself bo 
soothed by an artfu l evasion, or great enough 
to  rise to a stand-point of a higher view.”— 
Goethe.

T r u t h  i* a good dog ; b u t beware of bark­
ing too close to the  heels of an Error, lest you 
get your brains kicked out.— Coleridge.

P a r t y  m e n  always hate  a slightly differing 
friend more than a  dow nright enemy. I  quite 
calculate on being one day or other holden in 
worse repute by  many Christians than  tho 
U nitarians and open infidels. I t  m ust be un­
dergone by every one who loves the tru th  for 
its own sake beyond all o ther things.— lb.

T h e  imperative and oracular form of the 
inspired Scripture is the form of reason itself, 
in all things purely rational and moral.—
Statesman's Manual.

IIow  much I  regret th a t so many religious 
persons of the present day think it necessary 
to adopt a certain cant of manner and phrase­
ology as a token to  each other. They must 
improve this and th a t tex t, and they m ust do 
so and so in a prayerful way ; and so on. W hy 
not use common language'? A young lady 
urged upon me, th e  o ther day, tha t such and 
such feelings w ere tho marrow of all religion ; 
upon which I recommended her to tr y  to  walk 
to  London upon her marrow-boncs only.— Cole­
ridge’s Table Talk.

B e a d  tho first chaptcr of Genesis w ithout 
prejudice, and you will bo convinced a t once. 
A fte r th e  narrative of tho creation of the earth  

lid b ru te  animals, Moses seems to  pause, and

Scale o f  A nim al Beings.
In  the very lowest link in the vast and mys­

terious chain of Being, there is an effort, al­
though scarcely apparent, a t individualization; 
b u t it is almost lost in the mere nature. A l i t ­
tle  higher up, th e  individual is apparent and 
separate, bu t subordinate to anything in man. 
A t length, the animal rises to be on a par with 
the lowest of th e  human nature. There are 
some of our natural desires which only remain 
in our most perfect ijtate on earth as means of 
the highest powers’ acting .— Table Talk.

E v e r y  rank of creatures, as it ascends in the 
scale of creation, leaves death behind it or un­
der it. The m etal a t  its height of being seems 
a nnito prophecy of the coming vegetation, 
into a mimic semblance of which i t  crystal­
lizes. The blossom and ilower, the acme of 
vegetable life, divides into correspondent or­
gans w ith reciprocal functions, and by instinct­
ive motions and approximations seems impa­
tien t of th a t fixture, by which it  is differenced 
in kind from th e  flower-shaped Psyche tha t 
flutters with free wings above it. And won­
derfully in the insect realm dotli the irritabil­
ity , tho proper sca t of instinct, w h iley e t the 
nascent sensibility is subordinate thereto,— 
most wonderfully, I  say, doth tho muscular 
lifo in the insect, and the musculo-artcrial in 
the bird, im itate and typically rehearse the 
adaptative understanding, yea, and the moral 
affections and charities of man. Let us carry 
•ourselves back, in spirit, to  tho mysterious 
week, the teeming work-days of the Creator, 
as they  rose in vision before tlio eye of the in­
spired historian “ of the generations of tho 
heaven and tho  earth , in tho days th a t the 
Lord God mado tho earth  and tho heavens.” 
A nd who th a t h a th  w atched their w ays w ith 
an ■nderstanding heart, could, as tho  vision 
ovolving still advanced tow ards him, contem­
plate the filial and loyal b e e ; tho liome-build- 
ing, wedded, and divorceless sw allow ; and, 
above all, the manifoldly intelligent a n t tribes,

w ith the ir coimnomvoalth and confederacies, 
their warrior* and miners, tho husband-folk, 
th a t fold in their tiny flocks on tho honoyod 
leaf, and tho virgin sisters w ith tho holy in­
stincts of maternal love, detnched and in self­
less purity , and say not to  himself, Behold tho 
shadow of approaching Humanity, the sun 
rising from behind, in tho kindling morn of 
creation I Thus all lower natures find their 
highest good in semblances and seekings of 
th a t which is higher and better. All things 
strive to  ascend, and ascend in their striving ! 
Shall his pursuits and desires, tho reflections 
of his inward life, bo like the reflected image 
of a tree  on tho edgo of a pool, th a t grows 
downward, and seeks a mock heaven in tho 
unstable element beneath it, in neighborhood 
w ith tho slim water-weeds and oozy bottoin- 
grass th a t  aro y e t b e tte r than itself and more 
noble, in as far as substances th a t appear a-s 

I shadows aro preferable to shadows mistaken 
for substances I N o ! it  must be a higher good 
to  inako you happy. Whilo you labor for 
anything below your proper hum anity, you 
seek a happy lifo in the region of death. W ell 
said the moral p o e t:—

1 “ Unless nbovo himself lio can
■ Erect himself, how mean a tiling is m an !”

[Aids to Reflection.

M o t i v e s  imply weakness, and the existence 
of evil and tem ptation. Tho angelic nature 
would ac t from impulse alone. A due mean 
of motive and impulse is the only practicable 
object of our moral philosophy.— Table 'Talk.

I n  S h a k e s p e a r e  ono sentenco begets the 
n ex t n a tu ra lly ; tho meaning is all interwoven, 
l i e  goes on kindling like a meteor through the 
dark  atm osphere; yet, when tlio creation in 
its  outline is onco perfect, then lie seems to  
re s t from his labor, and ,to smile upon his 
work, and tell himself th a t i t  is very good.—  
You see many scenes and parts of scenes which 
are simply Shakespeare’s disporting himself in 
joyous trium ph and vigorous, fun after a great 
achievement of his highest genius.— Coleridge.

W h a t  a beautiful sermon or essay might be 
w ritten  on the- grow th of prophecy !—from 
the germ, no bigger than  a m an’s hand, (in 
Genesis,) till the column of cloud gathers size, 
and height, and substance, and assumes the 
sliapo of a perfect m an; ju s t like tlio smoke 
in the Arabian Nights’ tale, which conics up 
and a t last takes a genie’s shape.— lb.

U n l e s s  Christianity be viewed and felt in 
a  high and comprehensive way, how large a 
portion of our intellectual and moral nature 
does it leave w ithout object and action.— Ta­
ble Talk.

W h e n  I  R e f l e c t  upon tho subject of the 
messenger of the covenant, and observe the 
distinction taken in the prophets between the 
teaching and suffering of Christ,—the Priest, 
who was to supercede, and the trium phant 
Messiah, the Judge, who was to  follow,—and 
liow Jesus always seems to speak of the Son 
of Man in a future sense, and y e t always a t 
the same timo as identical w ith himself; I  
sometimes think th a t our Lord himself in his 
earth ly  career was the Messenger ; and th a t 
the way is now still preparing for the great 
and visible advent .of tho Messiah ot Glory. 
I  mention tills doubtingly.—Coleridge.

H o o k e r  said, th a t by looking for th a t in 
the Bible which is impossible th a t any book 
can have, we loje tho benefits which we might 
reap from its being the best of books.— lb.

I  d o  not know w hether I deceive myself,'but 
i t  seems to  me th a t the young men who were 
my contemporaries, fixed certain principles in 
the ir minds, and followed them out to their le­
gitim ate consequences, in a way' which I rare­
ly witness now. No one seems to have any 
distinct convictions, right or w rong; the mind 
is completely at sea, rolling and pitching on 
the waves and facts and personal experiences. 
M r ..——  is, I  supposfe, one of the rising young 
men of the day ; y e t he w ent on talking, th e  
other evening, and making remarks w ith great 
earnestness, some of which were palpably ir­
reconcilable w ith each other. l ie  told me 
facts gave b irth  to, and were, the absolute 
ground of principles; which I said, th a t unless 
ho had a principle of selection, he would not 
have taken notice of those facts upon which 
he grounded his principle. You m ust have a 
lantern in your hand to  give light, otherwise 
all the materials in the world are useless, for 
you cannot find, and if you could, you could
not arrange them. “ B ut then,” said Air_____,
“ that principle of selection came from fac ts!” 
“ To bo sure,” I  replied, “ b u t there m ust 
liavo been again an antecedent light to see 
those antecedent facts. Tho relapse may bo 
carried in imagination backwards forever,—b u t 
go back as you may, you cannot come to  a 
man w ithout a previous aim or principle. H e 
then asked me w hat I had to  say to  Bacon’s 
Induction : I  told him I had a good deal to sayr, 
if need w ere,but th a t it  was perhaps enough for 
tho occasion to  remark, th a t w liat he was evi­
dently taking for tho Baconian induction, was 
mere Deduction—a very different thing.— Ta­
ble Talk. , . ' '

shine on a dunghill, which shines and takes 
no pollution. All things are shadows to  him, 
except thoso which inovo his affections.— Ta­
ble Talk.

“A P h i l o s o p h e r ' s ordinary languago and 
admissions, in general conversation or writings 
ad populum, aro as his watch compared w ith 
his astronomical timepiece. Ho se ts tho for­
mer by tho tow n clock, not because he believes 
it  right, bu t because his neighbor’s and his 
cook go by it.”

A democracy, according to  the prescript of 
pure reason, could, in fact, be a church. Thero 
would be focal points m  it, bu t no superior.— 
Coleridge.

S u m m a r y  o f  W o m e n .— The Boston Courier 
gives the following spicy summary of “ W o­
man,” as analyzed by Michelet in his new 
book :— “ A pair of rosy lips is chiefly signifi­
cant as the natural barrier of a sot of bones 
which are in constant need of th e  dentist’s 
care ; and the husband’s kiss m ust be be­
stowed w ith caution, lest perchanco some dis­
order incidont to  the feeding of very small 
children may render i t  unpleasant o r painful. 
A beautiful woman is a  bundle o f feminine 
diseases, combined in mysterious complication 
beneath a fair exterior. H er progress from 
infancy to  m aturity  is described as a  jockey 
describes the grow th of a horse. She is an 
animal of fine tex tu re , which, though gifted 
with speech, usually remains silent, uncom­
plaining, suffering, in the presence of th a t 
great, rough, coarse, tyrannical creature, man, 
who uses her to  abuse her, and th en  throws 
her away like a  squeezed orange.”

C o n c l u s i o n  o f  S e r m o n  t o  Y o u n g  M e n .—  

“I w ant you, my young sinners, to kiss and get 
married, and devote your time to  m orality and 
moncy-niakiiig. Then le t your homes be pro­
vided w ith  such comforts and necessaries as 
piety, pickles, pots and kettles ; brushes, 
brooms, benevolence, bread, virtues, wine, and 
wisdom. Have theso always on hand, and 
happiness will be w ith  you. Do no t drink 
anything intoxicating, cat m oderately, go 
about business after breakfast, lounge a little  
after dinner, chat after tea, and kiss after 
quarrelling. Then all the joy, the peace, and 
bliss the earth can afford shall be yours until 
the grave closes over you, and your spirits 
a ro b o in e to a  b righ ter and happier world.”

N o t h i n g  ever le ft a stain upon th a t gentle 
creature’s mind, which looked upon the de­
graded men and things around him like moon­

A  B eautiful Sonnet.
Poor soul, the center of this sinful earth ,

Fool'd bv thoso rehcl powers that thee arm y,
W hy dost thou pine w ithin, and suffer death, 

Vaulting thy outw ard walls so costly g ay ?
Why so large cost, having so short, a lease,

Dost thou upon thy  fading mansion spend?
Shall worms, inheritors of this excess,

Kat up thy charge? Is this thy body’s euil?
Then, soul, live thou upon thy  servant’s loss, ■

And let that pine to nggregnte thy  s to red  
Huy terms divine in selling hours of dross;

Within bo fed, w ithout be rich no m o re :
So shalt tliou feed on death, that feeds on men,

And death once dead, there 's no more dying then.
— Shrike peare. • -------------- --------------------- ,

[From thulioston InveHtiKutur.]

Robert Dnlo O w en’s “ F ootfalls.”
To the Editor o f the Investigator:

S ir —I t  is not w orth  any one’s while to 
take much trouble about my consistency. In 
the first place, i t  is a m atter of little  conse­
quence ; for i t  is much more im portant 
to test the tru th  or falsehood of a m an’s opin 
ions than to inquire w hether ho has already 
held them. In  the second place, iny consis­
tency will take  care of itself. To those 
whose good opinion is worth having, it will 
readily suggest itself, th a t  an honest man can 
decide a case only in accordance w ith  the evi­
dence before him at th e  time. If, for instance, 
a judge has to. determ ine the righ t of a cer­
tain claimant to  a piece of property, to  estab­
lish which right six witnesses are brought for­
ward, he may, after hearing the evidence, give 
judgm ent against the plaintiff. Y et if, upon a 
new trial, six o ther witnesses appear, testify­
ing to additional facts, lie must be a  fool, or 
worse, who should hold tha t judge bound, un­
der penalty of being set down as a  knave, to 
decide in the second case exactly as he did in 
tho first. •

There arc, indeed, some opinions which a 
good man cannot change; for example, his 
opinion of bigotry. Of all the' m ental vices 

jvhich act as stum bling blocks in th e  way of 
human civilization, th is is one of tlio most mis­
chievous. I t  is a vice both of the head and 
the heart. I t  is a  vice springing from th a t 
self-conceit, which has been said, and tru ly  
said, to  be more hopeless than folly itself.— 
And it  is a vice of a thousand phases. I t  may 
and does assume’ the form of political bigotry, 
of scientific bigotry, of religious bigotry, of ir­
religious bigotry, and inany-others. Religious 
bigotry is probably th e  most common of its 
types, b u t several pf tho others aro quite as 
malignant.

This last fact is overlooked by m any. Big­
otry consists, no t in believing too much or too 
little, b u t in believing in its own infallibility. 
I t  makes a Popo of itself, and issues its bulls 
from its  own Vatican of presumption. The 
bull may be ono th a t sots up ccrtain  articles 
as imperative, and anathematizes a ll1 who dis­
sent from th e s e ; or i t  may bo a manifesto 
denying all religion and anathematizing all re-’ 
ligionists. I ts  actual character is no t changcd

by its particular object, lio  who would clip 
or stre tch  tho creed of Ills' neighbor on tho 
Procrustean bed of his own belief or disbolief, 
is an invador of good will upon earth , and an 
enemy of freo inquiry.

Against th is sp irit of bigotry, in all its P ro ­
tean shapes, I  liavo ever warred ; and whilo I  
live I shall continuo tho warfare. W hatever 
else is truo  or false, this, at least, is incontro­
vertible, th a t  man lias a righ t to his honest 
opinions, undisturbed by persecution or denun­
ciation, in w ord or deed.

Some of y our correspondents have y e t to  
learn, th a t abuse proves nothing except tho 
lack of good i^enso and good feeling in the abu­
ser. No great' tru th  was ever established, no 
great error was, ever exploded, by a weapon 
so worthless. I t  f re a k s  in the hand, and pierc­
es the flesh of him* who employs it.

Thero are certaim duties which we all owo 
our neighbors ; amomg them, the obligation not 
to  impute a bad in ten tion  when a good one can 
bo fairly presumed. l \ e  who violates such a 
duty, not only commits «, grave, moral wrong, 
b u t interposes, as far asinV ym lics, an obstacle 
in tho path o f hum an progress*. An Inquisi­
tor, sitting  in judgm ent on m otives th a t aro 
insci utablo to  him, ho niischicvouslyv diverts 
men s minds from th e  dispassionate exa'fijiina- 
tion of principles, to  the angry c o n d o n i n a t ^  
of him who holds them . There aro few things 
we (Min do th a t tend  to injure the cause of 
tru th  more deeply than  this.

A book which I  have recently w ritten  en­
titled  “ footfalls on the Boundary of Another 
World," has a ttrac ted  some notice in your col­
umns. I  claim to have th a t work judged, its  
m erits or demerits, not by the pictures which 
others may choose to  draw of it. I f  it  cannot 
stand tho te s t of th e  most rigid examination 
le t i t  fall. ’

Those who may peruse it will find, th a t it  is 
w ritten  stric tly  according to tlio inductive 
method, th a t  best o f all Bacon’s gifts to  pos­
te rity  ; the surest enemy of superstition, the 
surest ally of tru th . They will discover also, 
th a t while i t  brings up a long list of (alleged) 
facts, most of them  collected by myself, and 
all of them supported by an array  of te s ti­
mony which it  is idle to dismiss w ith a pooh- 
pooh, I  have suggested, ra ther than declared, 
the results. W hatever other faults the book 
may have, no candid man will accuse it of dog­
matism.

I ts  numerous narratives are adduced in sup­
port of th e  hypothesis, th a t there have been 
in past ages, and still are, occasional interfer­
ences from another world in this ; not m irac­
ulous interferences, but phenomena governed 
by natural laws as unchanging as those which 
determine the motions of tho planets. To my 
own mind th e  evidence collected is sufficient 
to  prove this. To others it may appear insuf­
ficient. So bo it. Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind.

I t  is idle for a man to protest his own sin- 
coi ity. B u t to  some of our readcirs who liavo 
perused my earlier works, I  desire to  say a 
few words.

Have you discovered, in my writings, any 
traces of moral cowardice? I)o they  af­
ford indications o f any desire to abandon tru th  
le t her lead w hither she w ill? Do tlu y  
not afford proof, th a t  I  have carefully studied 
w hat may bo called the infidel side of tho 
question ; and th a t I  am familiar w ith tho 
w eightiest argum ents which can be adduced 
in proof, th a t  no sufficient evidence touching 
any state o f existence other than this can be 
found ?

Then, if  I  (nm to  be judged, as I  th ink  I 
may fairly claim to  be, by my antecedents, I  
am, in connection w ith  such inquiries, neither 
cowardly nor ignorant. And, in th a t case, is 

. it  unreasonable for me to ask, th a t you will 
e ither suspend judgment., if  you have no timo 
or opportunity to  examine tho “ Footfalls,” 
or else th a t  you will read the book and then  
le t mo speak for m yself?

I  ask this, the ra ther, because th e  question 
a t  issue is an im portant one ; a question of a 
very practical nature, fraught w ith much in­
fluence on human character, involving many 
points which bear directly both on the im­
provement and happiness of mankind. "

I  should much regret, therefore, for th e ir 
own sakes as well as mine, if any of m y old 
friends or readers should prejudge me, taking 
their opinions of m y last work from idle 
tirades or senseless invective. Even if  m y 
book should fail to  convince them th a t u ltra ­
mundane agencies somet imes operate here, i t  
may persuade them  th a t no former work of its 
author bears evidence of more laborious or 
more conscientious research than this. They ' 
will not be surprised to find tha t many of its 
opinions arc far from being O rthodox; bu t 
tbey may be surprised, after w hat they liavo 
heard of it, to  discover, th a t it is not a w ork 
on what, in modern phrase, is called Spiritual­
ism, being an examination of spontaneous phe­
nomena, not of those that are evoked, treating  
not of table-moving, mediums, trancc-speak- 
ers, and tho like, b u t of occurrences and ap­
pearances that present themselves neither pro­
voked nor expected by human b e in g s , like tho ' 
rainbow or the  aurora borealis, or the wind 
that bloweth where it listeth, uncontrolled by 
tho wishes o r agency of man.

.1  am, your obedient servant,
- ROBERT DALE OW EN.

New York, Feb. 28, 18G0. •



T iik  F iust  F amily  i’iia yer  at a T a v eiin .
— Rowland Hill was once driven by a storm 
into a villngo inn, nnd compolled to spend the 
night. W hen it grew lato th e  landlord Bent a 
roquest by tho w aiter th a t tho guost would go 
to  bed. Mr. Hill replied, “ I  have been w ait­
ing a long tim e expecting to bo called to  fami­
ly  prayer.”

“ Family p ra y e r! I  don’t  know w hat you 
mean, s ir: we never have such things here.” 

“ Indeed ! thou tell your master.11 cannot go 
to  bed un til wo have family prayer !”

The w aiter informed tho m aster, who in 
consternation bounced into tli^i room occupied 
b y  the faithful minister, and /laid, “ Sir, I  wish 
you would go to bed. I  c/'.nnot go until I  
bave seen all the lights arg/ out, I  am so afraid 
o f lire.” /

“ So am I ,” was the ye p ly ; “ b u t I  bave been 
expecting to  be sunnj.'ioned to  family prayer.”

“ All very w ell. lsir ; b u t i t  cannot be done 
a t  an inn.” /

“ Indeejlc'ftlien pray get my horse; I  cannot 
sleep in / a  house where there is no family 
pnjtfCr.”

The host preferred to  dismiss bis prejudice 
ra ther than his guest, and said, “ I have no 
objection to  have a prayer, b u t I  do not know 
how.” ■

“ Well, then, summon your people, and le t 
us see w hat cun be done.”

The landlord obeyed, and in a few moments 
th e  astonished domestics w ere upon their 
knees, and the landlord called upon to pray.

“ Sir, I  never prayed in m y life; I  don’t 
know how to  pray.”

“ Ask God to teach you,” was the gentle 
reply.

The landlord said, folding his hands, “ G6d, 
tcach us how to pray.”

“ T hat is prayer, m y friend,” cried Mr. Hill, 
joyfully, “ go on.”

“ I am sure 1 don’t know w hat to say now, 
sir.”

“ Yes, you d o ; God has taugh t you bow to 
pray, now thank Him for it.”

“ Thank you, God A lm ightyf for letting us
pray to y o u !”

“ Amen ! Amen ! ” exclaimed Mr. Hill, and 
then  prayed himself.

Two years afterwards, Mr. H ill found in 
th a t  same village a chapel and a school, as the 
resu lt of the iirst family prayer a t  the “Black 
Lion.”

L’Ani>ai,ousi:. — Tw enty years ago three 
young men were walking together 011 the Bou­
levard. “ Sliv.ll we go to b reak fast '! ” said 
one. “ A \itli all my heart,” replied the sec­
ond. “ B u t,” claimed the th ird , “ where are 
th e  funds? who lias a p u rse ? ” “ I ! ” ex­
claimed the others both a t  once, “ but it is 
em pty.” “ Cliri»ti and I  are as hungry as a 
law yer’s cleric. “ AVhat’s to  be done ? ” “ I 
b a v e  an idea,” said the first speaker; “ come 
w ith  me.” The three entered a music shop, 
and asked the proprietor w hether I10 would 
buy  a song. “ A song ? Diable ! Whose is 
i t ? ” “ Ours.” “ Let me see it.” “ I  will 
sing it  to  you,” said the shortest of the three. 
H e sat down to the piano and sung the piece 
offered for sale. “ W ell,” said the publisher,
“ it  is not b a d : I  will, give )’ou 25f. for it.”
“ W h a t! words and music and all ? ” “ Oh,
certainly, th e  times are hard.” “ I t  is very 
little  ; never mind, shell out, i t  will be enough 
to  pay for our b reak fast! ” The publisher 
paid the 25f., and the three friends w ent to 
breakfast together. W hy th is s to ry ?  the 
reader will ask. Oh, nothing in the world, 
b u t th is : th e  song was “ L’Andalouse ! ” The 
publisher made l()0 ,0 0 0 f. by his bargain, lh e  
author of tlie words was Alfred de M usset; 
th e  author of the music was Monpou ; and the 
singer, D upre/. T hat’s a ll.— Paris Ut&Tivui i.

“ W hile allowing th a t a tre a ty  of friendship, 
pure and simple, can exist betw een a man and 
a woman—under peculiar circumstances, even 
between a young man and a young woman 
i t  m ust be allowed th a t th e  experiment is dif­
ficult, often dangerous ; so dangerous th a t the 
matter-of-fact half of tlie world will not be­
lieve in it  a t  all !”— Miss Muloch.

R ecipe  for  Si.r.i'i-.— 1To the Chinese am­
bassador, tossing restless on bis bed, his old 
servant said :

“ Sir, m ay I pu t to you, and will yau an­
swer, three questions ? F irst, did not the 
A lm ighty govern th is world very well before 
you came into it ?”

“ Of course.” ‘
“ And will He not also do the  same when

you are gone out of it ?” f
. “ I  know th a t.” J '

“ Then do you not think, sir, th a t l ie  is
able to  govern it  while you are in it  ?”

The ambassador smiled,, turned  round, and 
slept calmly. •

F em ale “ Pop.”— Miss Mulocb has estab­
lished th is word (to  mean the conditional 
secrecy of women), I >3- the following sentence 
in her last book :—“ A nd here is one accusa­
tion which I  must sorrowfully bring against 
women, as being much more guilty than  men. 
W e can keep a secret— ay, against all satire, I  
p rotest we call— 'chile the confider remains our 
friend ; but, if th a t tie  ceases, PO P  ! out it 
oomcs 1

C o m p l i m e n t s , carried to nn extravagant 
extent, become rude offences. There in 11 

material difference between prettily  asking 
for a lock of hair, and taking tho whole 
scalp.

M odehation is the silken string  running 
through the pearl chain of all virtues.

T he bread of life is.love ; the sa lt of life is 
w ork ; the sweetness of life, p o e try ; the w ater 
of life, faith.

T iik  N eed of M an.— Every m an knows lie 
is not as good as he ought to b e ; and no man 
can make himself so of his own force alone.— 
W hat he needs is Divine aid—a power within 
him working w ith him to help him effectually 
to be and to do w hat he ought. Docs the A ll­
Father deny this help to a n y o f ll is  creatures? 
Does H e give it only to  thoso who know the 
wonderful story of the way in which it comes 
to n s ?  God forbid.

PitEcocious W i t .— A few days since a li t­
tle ragged urchin was sent by a tradesman to  
collect a small bill. He began in the usual 
way, b u t becoming more and more importu­
nate, a t length the  gentleman’s patience being 
exhausted lie said to  him, “ You need not dun 
me so sharply ; I  am not going to  run away.” 
“ I don’t  suppose you are,” said the boy, 
scratching his head, “ bu t my m aster is, and 
he wants tho money.”

G od’s C ontrivance for  C h il d r e n __Then,
too, being fathers and mothers lias a wonder­
ful influence: it is ono of God’s contrivances 
in behalf of little  children. He takes care th a t 
thero shall be a blessed inconsistency between 
a m other’s head and a m other’s heart, between 
a father’s creed and a father’s lo v e ; and so 
through God’s love in them and tbeir parents’ 
love surrounding them, the little  ones get a 
chance for a joyous childhood, unless in the 
midst o f very unhappy outward circumstan­
ces.

Miss M uloch declares it to bo “ flying in 
the face of Providence ” to  marry upon “ No­
thing a week, and th a t uncertain, very !”

I t  has been discovered that bread can be 
manufactured out of wood. Long before this 
discovery was made, all wood was known to 
have a grain in it.

“ Do 3 011 believe, sir, that th e  dead ever 
walk after death ?”■—“ No doubt of it, madam,
I  have heard the Dead March in Sauk”

A 11 indiscreet person is like an unsealed le t­
ter, which every one may read, b u t which is 
seldom w orth  reading.

Hypnotism, the anesthesia or nervous sleep 
produced by placing a bright object before the 
eyes, has been the subject of numerous experi­
ments b}" the French savans and physicians. 
They find th a t some birds and animals are sus­
ceptible to  the influence, ju s t as men are. An 
interesting experim ent is made by  placing a 
lien on her side on a board, and drawing a line 
of chalk around her beak. I t  is said tha t she 
will look a t  the chalk till she becomes insensi­
ble, when you m ay stick a pin in her and she 
will not move. •

Spiritual philosophers who recognize a D i­
vine intelligence in the order of the  Universe, 
will be happy to learn th a t Prof. Agassiz, tlie 
eminent naturalist, in a late lecture in Boston, 
made strong argum ent against th e  develop­
ment theory, showing th a t the animals of the 
different geological epochs are radically differ­
ent from each other, and connected by 110•’in­
termediate formations, indicating successive 
creations rather than  progressive development. 
— Spiritual Clarion.

We don’t th ink  th a t much harm  will be 
done if the House of Representatives fails to  
elect a prin ter a t all. T hat body doesn’t  seem 
likely to  say or do anything worth printing.

A C o lo r e d  D isc o u rse .— “ My tex, bred- 
ren and sisters, will be found in de fus chap­
te r  of Gemesis an’ de tw enty-sebenth werse ; 
— 1 An de Lord make Adam.’ I tole you how 
he made him ; he make him out ob clay, and 
when he get dry, I10 breve into him  de breff 
ob life. H e put him  in the garden ob Eden, 
and set him in do corner ob de lot, and lie tole 
him to ea t all de apples ’ceptin dein in de mid­
dle ob de orchard ; dem he want for de w inter 
apples. Bymeby, Adam, he bo lonesome. So 
de Lord make Ebe. I tole you how I10 make 
h e r ; lie gib Adam loddilum till he go sound 
asleep, den I10 gouge a rib out ob his side and 
make E b e ; an’ he told her to e a t all de ap­
ples ’ceptin dem in de middle ob de orchard ; 
dem he w ant for de w inter apples. W un day 
de Lord be go visiting ; de debble I10 dress 
liimsclf up in de skin ob de snake, and he find 
Ebe, and he tole her, ‘ Ebe, why for you not 
eat de apples in de middle ob de orchard ?’—  
Ebe says, 1 Dem de Lord’s winter apples. B ut 
de debble says, ‘ I  tole you for to ea t dem, case 
dey’s de best apples in de orchard.’ So Ebe 
eat de apple, and guv Adam a b i t ; find den 
de debble, he go away. Bymeby de Lord he 
cum homo, and he call A dam ; he lay low. 
So de Lord call aga in : ‘ You, Adam-!’ Adam 
say ‘ Ilea, Lord !’ and de Lor’ say, 1 Who stole 
de w inter apples?’ Adam tole him, ‘don’t  
know'—Ebe, he spect.’ So de Lor’ call Ebe ; 
Ebe lay low. De Lor’ call again, ‘ You, Ebe !’ 
Ebo say, ‘ Ilea, Lor’ !’ Do Lor’ say, ‘ Who 

"stole de w inter apples?’ Ebe tole him, ‘ Don’t  
k n o w — Adam, she spect.’ So do L or’ cotcli 
’em boff, and trow  dcin over de fence, and be 
tole ’em ‘ Go work for your libbin.’ ”  ■

M acau lay  and T h ack e ray .— Upon the occa­
sion of Thackeray’s first lecture in London, lie 
saw, 011 looking over tho house, before going 
forward to the desk, the well-known person of 
Macaulay 011 the th ird  bench from the front. 
Turning .0  some friends lie sa id : “ A live 
pound note to  any man who will get Macaulay 
out o f the house.” “ Egad, sir,” said lie, in 
relating the circumstance, “ I felt like a fellow 
with a sixpence in his pocket, in the banking 
house of Barings. .

P ersonally  S pea k in g .— England is Free, 
but in America one is not only Free, b u t apt 
very frequently to be a great deal too F re e ; 
in fact, more Free than  welcome. To p u t it 
concisely:—

England is tho Land of Liberty,
Amorica is tho Land of Liberties.

ru n ch .

A t an agricultural dinner, somewhere, the 
following toast was given— “ The Game of 
Fortune—Shuflle the cards as you will, spades 
will always win.”

A t Bloomington, 111., during the past w inter, 
some four hundred children have fallen victims 
to th e  scarlet fever. In  Steubenville, Ohio, 
two hundred children have succumbed to the 
same disease.

A Mr. Annum, late from India, has arrived 
in London w ith a parcel of diamonds, for one 
of which he asks $1,500,000. The H artford 
Times learns tha t a customer is waiting fol­
ium to  get three more ju s t like it, when ho 
proposes to purchase the lot for a set of sleeve- 
buttons.

Do not always refuse to  weep w itli those 
who weep, because the ir cause for tears does 
not appear to  you to  be precisely adequate to 
the effect.

“ Give me a kiss, dear girl.” “ I  can’t,” 
she replied. “ I  don’t  mind lending you one, 
but I  must have it  re tu rned  to-morrow.”

Single Copy, ono year, - - - $2,00
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Ilenry C. Wright’s Books.
Marriage and Parentage ; or, tho lieproduetivo 

Element in Man, ns a means to his Elevation and 
Happiness. P rice  SI.

The Umoclcome Child; or, tho Crime of an Unde­
signed and Undesired M aternity. Prico in cloth, 46 
cents; in paper covers, 30 cents.

A Kiss fur a Blow; or, a Collection o f Stories for 
Children, showing them how to prevent quarelling. 
Price 38 cents; illustrated edition, 62 cents.

The Errors o f  the Bible Demonstrated by the Truths 
of M ature; or, Man’s only Infallible Itulo o f F aith  
and Practice. Prico 111 cloth, 38 cents; in paper 
covers, 26 cents.

The above are for sale, a t whole*ilo or retail, by 
BELA M A IiSII,N o. 14 Bromfield street, Boston.
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N e w  G ra effcu b o rff W a t e r  C ure a n d  I l i n c i -  

Ip n t lic t ic  I n s t i t u te ,  n e a r  U tic a , N . Y .
This establishment has been in successful opera­

tion for tho past twelve years, and under the control 
of tho present Physician during the whole time, 
which is a longer period than any sim ilar institution 
li.is been conducted by tho samo individual in  this 
country. .

E i.e c t i i i c i t y , ( M in k iia i , and A n i m a l ) is our 
greatest agent in curing tho ills which flesh is heir 
to, bu t experience has demonstrated that it is neces­
sary to 'understand tho use of w ater for its m ost sue-* 
cessful application. Those -who believe in cu re  by 
the laying on o f  hands, wo will add, th a t m any  of 
our m ost im portant cures havo been effected in  part 
by such means.

For particulars, address
R. HOLLAND, M. D .,
Now Graoffenberg, N. Y.

A Ilook o f  T h r illin g  In terest for th e  Y ou ng.
TH E PUKMATl-ItE DECAY OF YOUTH.

Ju s t  published by I)r. STONE, Physician to tho 
Troy Lung and Hygienic Institu te, n treatise 011 tho 
Early Decay of American Y outh; tho vice of self 
abuse, and Its direful conscquonces; Seminal Weak­
ness, Nervous and Spinal D ebility, and other dis­
eases of the Sexual Organs in  both Male and Fe­
male.
The above work is ono of tho m ost thrilling inter­

est to the Young of both sexes; detailing somo of 
the most thrilling cases and incidents, in the  practice 
of tho Author, pointing out tho great causes for such 
decline and decay of American Youth.

The book is written in chaste language, and should 
he read by every Parent and G uardian th a t has the 
least solicitude or tho well-being of offspring and 
youth. I t will be sent by mail in a sealed envelope 
to any p art of the country, free o f charge, on receipt 
of two (3 cent) stamps for postage.

In view of the awful destruction of hum an 
life and health, by marasmus or prem ature exhaus­
tion and decay of tho nervous system, caused by 
sexual diseases, such as the vice o f  Self-abuse, Sem­
inal weakness, Spermatorrhcea, Syphilis and v iru­
lent affections, Gleet, Impotence, Leucorrhu'a and 
Sterility, and organic diseases o f the Kidneys, and 
in view of tho deceptions which are practiced upon 
the unfortunate victims of such diseases by quacks 
and base pretenders, the Directors of tho Troy Lung 
and Hygienic Institute havo instructed their attend­
ing physician to treat this all-pervading class of mod^ . 
cm  maladies so productive of Pulm onary Consump­
tion. T he Institution is provided with tho aids of 
tho most improved practico of fran c o , England, and 
the Oriental countries, in order to insure the utmost 
and speedy success. The most scrupulous regard to 
confidence and fidelity will be guaranteed every pa­
tient and applicant. The medicines used by the In ­
stitution aro guaranteed free from Mercury, Minerals 
and Poisons of every nature. T ho .m ost approved 
medicines, of recent discovery im ported from India 
and Japan—and concentrated in the  form of Extracts 
and Alkaloids, are alone used—our remedies will not 
expose, nor sicken nor debilitate under any circujn- 
tances. Tho Institution has tho honor of treating 
as patients some of tho most distinguished 111011 in 
the United States. Patients can a t all times be treat­
ed by letter and cured at home, on receiving a full 
statem ent of their symptoms, and medicines can bo 
sent by mail or express to any part of the United ' 
States and tho Canadas.

YOUNG MEN suffering from theso direful ills, 
will receive for §6  a  series of H ealth  Rules and per­
fect Charts of cure, which will be to them  a truo 
Polar S tar through life.

TO FEM ALES.—Tho Monthly Pills, prepared by' 
the Institution, are a never-failing rem edy for- Sup­
pressions of every nature, will be sent by mail to any 
p art of the country 011 the receipt of SI, w ith nmplo 
instructions for the use, under all circumstances.

Address Dn. ANDREW STONE, Physician to tho 
T roy Lung and Hygienic Institute, and Physician for 
tlie diseases of'the Heart, T h roat and Lungs, 00, 
F ifth  st., Troy, Now York.

Anthropomorphism Dissected and Spiritunl- 
isni Vindicated, by D ixon L . D avis, M. D .

When m an is taught thath is sp iritual is, as his phy­
sical nature, governed by fixed laws, then supersti­
tion will die, and a rational system  of m ental phi­
losophy prevail instead. Prico in paper covers, 36 
cents; in cloth, 50 conts. 18—tf

A  New Spiritual B o o k !
TW ELV E MESSAGES FltOM TH E SPIR IT  JO H N  

QUINCY ADAMS,
Through Joseph D. Stiles, Medium, to Josiah Brig­

, ham . 494 pages, Svo. Price SI 50. Ju s t published 
and for salo by BELA MAItSJI, 14 Bromfield St., 
Boston. 0—tf

The Great Ilnrm onin, (by A . J . Davis,) in  
4 Vols.

Vol I.—THE PHYSICIAN, prico SI. Vol. II.— 
THE TEACHER, price SI. Vol. I l l  —THE SEER, 
price SI. Vol. I V —THE REFORM ER, prico SI.

Tlie publisher has recently issued tho F ifth  Edi­
tion of the above popular works o f Mr. Davis, and 
is ready to supply all orders prom ptly, either a t 
wholesale or retail. Address

BELA MARSH, 14 Bromfield st., Boston.
B. M. has also.published now editions of tho fol­

lowing excellent works of Mr. Davis, viz:
1he Philosophy o f  Special Providences— A Vision, -

Prico. 16 cts. 
lh e  Harmonial M an; or, Thoughts fo r  the A ge ,

Prico 30 cts.
F ree Thoughts concerning Religion, Prico IB cts. 
The Penetralia; being Harmonial Answers to Im ­

portant Questions, Prico SI.
lh e  History and Philosophy o f  Evil,

Price 30 cts. and 60 cts. 
A  liberal discount will bo m ado when taken in 

quantities. 18—tf

Mystic Hours,
Or, Spiritual Experiences of Dr. G. A. Rejim a n .— 
Containing the more rem arkable m anifestations'and 
communications that have been given through him, 
w ith names -of witnesses, &c. I’rice $1 26. J u s t  
published, and for salo by BELA MARSH, 14 Brom­
field street, who will mail it to order, to any part of 
the United States w ithin 3000 m ilesj free o f postage. 
Ordors solicited. » 25—tf

W oodm an’s Reply to D r. D w ight.
A New Edition of this excellent work is ju s t  pub­

lished. I t has been carefully revised and stereo­
typed, in order to m eet nn increased demand, and 
is p u t a t the low prico o f rJ!0 cents per copy. A lib­
eral discount a t wholesale. BELA  MARSII, P ub­
lisher, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. 81—tf

B . O. <fc G. C. AVILSON,
W HOLESALE BOTANIC D RU G G ISTS, Nos. 10 

and 20 Central st., 7 doors from Kilby st., Boston, 
where may he found a large stock o f  B o t a n ic  Jy ;n -  
i c i n k s , embracing every variety o f  Medicinal Roots, 
IIorbs, Barks, Seeds, Lcavjcs, Flowers, Gums, Resins, 
Oils, Solid and Fluid Extracts, C oncentrated Prepar­
ations; togothor with a full assortm ent of

ALL OTHER KINDS OF M EDICINES, 
A pothecaries’ Glass Ware, Syringes, Medical Books, 
Liquors of tho best quality, for m edicinal purposes; 
and a  great variety o f Miscollancous A rticles, in­
cluding a l m o s t  KVKKYTIIING WANTED UY T IIE  Al*0- 
THECAKY Oil PHYSICIAN.

Orders by mail or othorwiso, p rom ptly  filled and 
forwarded to any part of tho country.

VALUABLE BOOKS
ON

SPIRITUALISM,
PU BLISH ED  BY BELA MARSH,

AT TIIK

S p i r i t u a l  [g if t  g jo f i s t f f r f ,

14 BROMFIELD STREET, BOSTON.

16 per ct. will bo added to tho annexed prices, for 
postage, w hen books aro sent by  mail.

The Great Ifarmonia, by A. J. Davis, in 6 vols., a t 
SI 00 each. Vol 1 .—Tho Physician; Vol. 2.—Tho 
Teacher; Vol. 3.—Tho Seer; Vol. 4.—The Reformer; 
Vol. 6 .—Tho Thinker.

Also, lato Editions o f the following works by 
the samo author, viz:

The Philosophy o f  Special Providences; A  Vision. 
Price 16 cents. v

1 he Philosophy o f  Spiritual Intercourse; being an 
explanation of modern mysteries. 50 cents.

Jhe Ilarmonial M an: or, Thoughts for the  Age.
30 cents. *

Free Thoughts Concerning Religion; or, N ature 
versus Theology. 16 cents.

lh e  Penetralia; being Harmonious Answers to 
Im portant Questions. SI.

The Magic S ta ff; ay Autobiography of Andrew' 
Jackson Davis. S I 25.

lh e  History and Philosophy o f Evil. In  paper 30 
cents: cloth 60 cents.

Tho following works aro by  different authors:
Twelve Messages from the spirit o f John Quincv 

Adams through Joseph  D. Stiles, m edium , to Josiuli 
Brigham. 31 60.

Woodman's Three Lectures on Spirituilism , in re­
ply to William T. Dwight, I). I). 20 conts.

Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witchcraft, and M iracle: 
by Allen Putnam . 25 cents.

'Modern Spiritualism: its Facts nnd Fanaticism s, 
its consistencies nnd Contradictions; w ith  an Appen­
dix by E. W. Capron. SI-

'lhe l i f e  Line o f  the Lone One: By W arren Chase. 
S I.

The Bouquet o f  Spiritual Flowers, received chiefly 
through tlie m cdiuinship of Mrs. J .  S. Adams. By 
A. II. Child, M. D. 86 cents, S I, and S I 60, accord­
ing to the style of tho binding.

17ie L ily \Vreath; by the samo; and tho prices the 
same.

The “Ministry o f  Angela" Realized. A le tte r  to 
the Edwards Congregational Church, Boston. By A.
E. Newton. 15 cents. .

Answer to Charges o f  B e lie f in M odem  Revela* 
lions, ijc. By Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Newton. 10 cents.

The Religion o f  Manhood: or The Ago of Thought. 
By Dr. J . H. Robinson. Paper bound, 16 cents; 
muslin 75 cents.

The Philosophy o f  Creation; unfolding the Inws 
of the Progressive Development of N ature, and em­
bracing tho Philosophy of Mini, Spirit, ami the Spirit 
World. By Thomas Paine, througu tho hand of 
Horace Wood, Medium. 38 cents.

Familiar Spirits, and Spiritual M anifestations; be­
ing a series of articles by D r. Enoch Pond, Profes­
sor in tlie Bangor Theological Sem inary, w ith a re­
ply, by A. Bingham, Eso., of Boston. 15 cents.

Spirit Manifestations: lieing an exposition o f Viows 
respecting tho principal Facts, Causes nnd Pecu liar­
ities involved, togothor with interesting Phenomenal 
Statem ents and Communications. By Adiii Ballou, 
l ’uper. 60 cents; cloth, 76 cents.

A  Rivulet from  the Ocean o f  Truth. An interest­
ing Narrative of tho advancement o f a Spirit from 
Darkness to Light,—proving tho influence o f Man 
011 earth  over tho departed. By Jo h n  S. Adams.— 
25 cents.

A  Letter to the Chestnut Street Congregational 
Church, Chelsea, Mass., in reply to its charges of 
having beeomo a reproach to tho cause of T ru th , in 
consequence of a change of religious belief. By J .
S. Adams. 16 cents. '

N tw  Ttslament Miracles and Modern Miracles.— 
The comparative am ount of evidence for each ; the 
nature of both; testim ony of a hundred witnesses. 
An Essay read beforo t’lio D ivinity School, Cam­
bridge. By J .  II. Fowler. 80 cents.

Messages from  the Superior State. Com m unicated 
by John Murray, through J . M. Spear. 60 cents.

A n Epitome o f Sp irit Intercourse: by  Alfred Cridge, 
w riting medium. 38 cents.

Progressive L ife  o f Spirits a fter Death, ns given in 
Spiritual communications to, nnd w ith  Introduction 
nnd Notes, by A. B. Child, M. 1). 16 cents.

N atty, A  Sp irit: His Portrait and his Life__By
Allen Putnam . P ap er 50 cents; cloth 03 cents. " 

Spirit (Poria, R ia l but not Miraculous. A  Lccturo 
by Allon Putnam . 25 cents.

The Psalms of L i fe :  A com pilation of Psalms, 
Hymns, Chants, and Anthems, &c., em bodying the. 
Spiritual, Progressive and Reformatory Sentim ent of 
tho Present*Ago. By John S. Adams’. 76 cfcnts.

lh e  Spiritual Minstrel. A collection of Hym ns 
nnd Music for tho uso o f Spiritualists, in their Cir­
cles and Public Meotings. Iiy  J . II.-Packard and J . 
S. Loveland. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 38 cents.

lh e  Harmoniad, and Sacred Melodist. B y Asa 
Fit/.. 38 cents.

lh e  Providences o f  God in History. By L. Ju d d  
Pardee. 10 cents.

lh e  History o f  Dungeon Rock. 26 cents.
Reply to the Rev. I)r. ]V. P . L u n t’s Discourse 

against the Spiritual Philosophy. B y M iss-E liza­
beth R. Torrev. 16 cents.

The Kingdom o f  Heaven, or tho Golden Age. By 
E. W. Loveland. 76 cents.

The Philosophy o f  L ife. By E. W . Loveland.—
SI 25.

The Bible: Is it of Divino origin, au tho rity  and in­
fluence V By S. J .  F inney. 26 cents.

M le c e lla n c o u g  a n d  R e fo r m  W o r k s .
Eight Historical and  Critical Lectures on the  Bi­

ble. By John l ’rinco. Price SI.
Tho Mistake of Christendom : or Je su s nnd his 

Gospel beforo P au l and Christianity. By George 
Stearns. S I. .

Marriage and Parentage: or tho R eproductive Elo- 
m ent in man as a m eans to his E levation and Happi­
ness. By Henry C. Wrigfit. $ 1.

Tlie Unwelcome C hild : or the crim e of an unde­
signed and undesired m aternity. Ily  Henry C. 
Wright. Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 45 cents. 

Sunderland’s Book of Human N ature. $1. 
Sunderland’s Book of H ealth, and Psychology.— 

25 cents each.
Sunderland's T heory  of Nutrition. 60 cents.
Tho Errors of tho lliblo, demonstrated by  the 

Truths of N ature; o r Man's oulv infallible Rule of 
Faith  and Practice.- By Henry 0 . W right. Pnper, 
25 cents; cloth, 38 cents.

U nconstitutionality of Slavery. B y L. Spjoncr. 
Paper, 76 cents; c lo th ,S I.

An Essay on the Trial by Ju ry . By Lysandcr 
Spooner. S I.

Personal Memoir o f Daniol D rayton. 25 conts. 
The Book of Notions, compiled by Jo h n  Hay wjird, 

author of several Gazetteers, and o ther works. I’a- 
por. 50 cents; cloth, 76 cents.

Tho Scienc(Lof Man npplied to Epidem ics; theif 
Cause, Cure; mid Prevention. By Lowis S. Hough. 
(Man's Lifo is his Univorse.) Paper^SO cents; cloth,
75 cents. . "

A W reath for St. Crispin: being Skotches of Emi- 
nont Shoomakors. By J. Princo. 60 cents.

Christ and tho Pharisees, upon tho Sabbath. By 
a Student of D ivinity. 20 conts. '

Six Years in a Georgia Prison. N arrative of Lewis 
W. Paine, who was tho sufferer. P upcr, 25 ccnts; 
clotli,.38 cents.

Eugeno Becklard's Physiological M ysteries and 
Revelations. 25 ccnts. - ,

Facts and Im portant Information for Young Men, 
on tho subject of M asturbation. 12 ccnts.

Facts .and Im portant Information for Young Wom­
en. on the same sub ject. 12 ccnts.

rho Anti-Slavery H arp: A  collection of Songs; 
compiled by William W. Brown. 12 conts.

Report of an extraord inary  C hurch Trial; Con­
servatives versus Progressives. By Philo Hermej.
15 ccnts. ■

A Voico from tho Prison, or Truths fop tho Multi­
tude. By Jam es A. Clay. 76 conts.

T hirty-tw o W otidors: or tho Skill displayed in tin) 
Miracles o f Jesus. By D. Lvman, J r . 25 ccnts.

A Dissertation on tho Evidences of Divino Inspira- 
,on. By D atus Kelly. 26 conts.



ib ip f f  nnH f e m d g * .

SPIRITUALISTIC.
The Spiritualists of Now York gave & re­

ception to  ‘ Robert Dale Owen sometimo 
since. H is accession is considered an 
equivalent for lialf a  dozen ordinary declen­
sions from the laith. H is recent book on 
Spiritualism is arousing a fresh interest 
in the subject, not so much among thoso who 
would make i t  a m atter of religious faith as of 
philosophical investigation.

The Spiritual Magazine relates an incident 
th a t occurred to  Prof. Agassiz, which the 
Spiritualists consider a  spiritual interposition, 
although there  is no evidence th a t the Profes­
sor is of th a t opinion. Ho had received a sin­
gular fossil, which appeared to be the connect­
ing link betw een tho vertebrate and lower 
animals, b u t the parts of most in terest were 
covered, w ith  a hard deposit. In  a dream tho 
concealed p a rt was clearly disclosed to  him, 
and its place in comparative anatomy mado 
known. B u t when he awoko he had only a 

' dim recollection of his dream. The dream 
was repeated on three successive nights, and 
on the th ird  morning he found on the table by 
his bedside a  drawing of the  fossil, ju s t as ho 
had seen i t  in the dream. How it was mado 
he does no t know, bu t on carefully chisselling 
tho strong deposit from the fossil, the drawing 
was found to  bo accurate. I f  the facts are as 
related, the presumption is th a t the Profes­
sor’s interest in the subject awakened his la­
te n t clairvoyant power, and th a t lie saw the 
fossil through its stone casing, and drew tho 
sketch of i t  in his sleep.

Tho most extraordinary of recent spiritual 
stories is one tlia t is told and extensively be­
lieved a t P ittsburg, Pa., and vicinity. Whilo 
mass was saying at Latrobo, Pa., for th e  re­
pose of the soul of a deceased priest, the form 
of tho same priest appearod in front of the al­
tar, raising his hand in a warning manner.— 
Tho officiating priest Btarted back, when the 
ghostly priest spoke, u ttering  heresies very 
shocking to  his brethren  in the flesh. He 
told them they  need not trouble themselves 
to  pray him out of purgatory, because there is 
no such p lace ; th a t there aro b u t two places 
in tho future world, and only two priests had 
over gone to  heaven, and he was not ono of 
them. I f  th ey  could get him  out of the other 
place ho would bo very glad, bu t th a t was im­
possible. Having, mado th is frightful speech, 
tho ghost disappeared, and tho congregation 
separated, leaving tho mass unfinished.

Prof. J .  S. Grimes is lecturing on Spiritual­
ism, in Boston, and undertakes to  show th a t 
all tho honest phenomena aro produced by 
mesmerism, and all boyond th a t is gross de­
ception. Ho accepted a  challongo of Dr. 
Gardiner for a  public discussion of tlio subject, 
which camo off a few weeks since. W esupposo 
President Felton, under tho  weight of his new 
dignity, w ill not enter the lists, as lie was al­
ways eager to  do a year or tw o since. Ho 
can certainly b e tte r afford to retire on the 
laurels ho has won, than to  seek more of tho 
same sort.— Springfield Republican.

A DEAD FRIENDSHIP.

Wo th a t woro frionds, y e t nro not now’,
We th a t m ust daily moot 

W ith ready words and courteous bow,
' Acquaintance of tho street;

Wo m u st not scorn tho holy past,
Wo m ust remombcr still 

To honor feelings th a t outlast 
Tho reason and tho will.

Tho capitol of tlio S ta te  of Tennessee, a t 
Nashville, no t y e t finished, has cost so far 
$820,000. Tho capitol of Ohio, a t  Columbus, 
unfinished, is estimated to  cost, when complet­
ed, $1,552,207. The capitol of South Caro­
lina, when finished, will cost $1,300,000. The 
capitol of Georgia cost tho insignificant sum 
of $ 200 ,0 0 0 , including original construction 
and all expenses of repair to  date.

Treasury defalcations have been introduced 
in distant Oregon, and tho county Treasurer 
a t P ortland  is reported missing w ith $5,500 of 
public funds and some $ 12 ,000  borrowed from 
individuals. l i e  was a leading man in the 
M ethodist . Church, and carried off also all the 
religious funds left in his keeping.

Tho members of tho Canadian parliam ent 
aro paid, b y  a new law, a t  tho ra te  of six dol­
lars per day for the first month, and after th a t 
a  gross sum of Bix hundred dollars, w hether 
tho session is long or short.

The aggregate shipments of gold from Aus­
tralia, since the first opening of tho gold fields 
in 1852, am ount to  $340,000,000. The yearly 
yield does no t now vary much franv $50,000,­
0 0 0 .

Tho following is said to  liavo been produced 
during the  recent legislative excursion in Ohio, 
under th o  immediate inspiration of a drink 
composed of equal portions of Monongahela 
and B ourbon:—

Tho union of ryo, and tho union of com ,
Tho union of lake ico nnd rivor;

Tho union of Bugar in ono spacious horn 
A nd thoir unflagging union forever.

D r in k — Rarely drink bu t when tliou a r t 
d ry  ; tho  sm aller tho drink, tlio clearer tho
head, and th e  cooler th e  blood__which are
great benefits in tem per and business.— Wm. 
Penn’s Works,

j c a r  MIm Catherino Beecher, a  woman A  
great ability, sister of tho  Rer, l le n ry  W ard 
Beecher, and of soveral other distinguished 
Beechers, has published a theological work, in­
quiring how Bin camo into tho world. There 
are m atters of more practical importance than 
th a t inquiry. I f  there  is a  pig in y o u r garden 
you had b e tte r busy yourself in driving it  out, 
than in speculating as to how it got in__ Louis­
ville Journal.

W ho can read tho following lines w ithout 
emotion ?

A health to dear woman, the days aro no moro,
When slio watched for her lord, till th e  revol was 

o’er;
Arid smoothed tho white pillow, and blush’d  when ho 

camo,
As slio p ress 'd  her cold lips to his forehead of flume.

Alas for the  loved o n e! so spotloss and fair,
The joys o f his banquet to chaston and share;
Her oyo lost its light, that his goblet m ight shino,
And tho rose of her cheek was dissolv'd in his wine.

Jo y  smiles in tho fountain, health  flows in tho rills,
As thoir ribbons of silver unwind from tho hills;
Thoy brentho not tlio m ist o f tho bacchanal's dream, 
B ut tho lilies of Innocence flout on tho stream .

These beautiful stanzas aro from th e  pen of 
Dr. Oliver W endell Holmes, and w ere w ritten  
for a temperance dinner, a t  which ladies were 
invited, New York, 1842. S ig m a .

An old Scotch preacher said of a  young op­
ponent, th a t he had “ a great deal of th e  young 
man, no t a little  of the old man, very  little  of 
the new man.”

“ This is a n e t  gain,” as tho spider said 
when he caught the fly. .

Thoso who reprove us, aro more valuable 
friends than  those who ila ttc r Us. The man 
who would improve, m ust have e ither faithful 
friends o r severe enemies.

L ie s  o f  B e n e v o l e n c e .— Tell a m an who is 
growing bald th a t his hair is getting th icker ; 
tell a m an of seventy th a t  lie is eve iy  day 
looking younger ; tell a man who can now 
walk b u t a t a slow pace, th a t ho walks un­
commonly fa s t; te ll a middle-aged lady  whoso 
voice is cracking, th a t it  is always growing 
finer ; te ll a cottager who is proud of his gar­
den, about tho middle of October, th a t his 
garden is looking moro blooming than  in 
June.

Everywhere we seo much equality, especi­
ally in advantages. Persecution breeds ac­
tivity, unity, indolence. W ealth has its vo­
luptuousness, poverty its coarseness. Tho im­
passioned man does much good and much 
harm, tho languid man, little  of either. I f  
many admonitions te ll by tlieir frequence, few 
often te ll still moro by the ir rarity. He who 
knows how to do most good, knows how, by 
the saino comprehensiveness of intellect, to 
do much evil.

W hen a woman accepts for a husband a man 
of feminino and feeble person and character, 
it  is generally from a natural 'tenderness of 
heart, which augurs th a t i t  will receive its fu­
ture greatest delight in pitying, consoling and 
pro tecting ; from absence of strong passion, or 
from strength of will, or instinctive love of 
rule, unconsciously, perhaps, predestinating its 
victim. '

Practically, a certain amount of, the ele­
ments o f evil seems necessary for w hat is com­
monly called national progress. A  little  dis­
putation or persecution, to  ke'ep religion awake 
or astir; the  desire of ra ther more th an  enough 
money, to  make commerce enterprising; a little  
too strong love of supremacy, to m ake s ta tes­
men toil ; a little  too much self-indulgence, to  
give employment to th e  working classes who 
minister to  it.

If  you can distinguish between a cut from 
tlio upper or under side of a sirloin, do not 
consider th a t you are entirely  “cut up .” And 
if you care much about the difference betw een 
well-done and under-done, do no t speak of 
yourself as u tte rly  “undone.”

A L a n t e r n  C a n e .— Ono of the m ost unique 
of recent Yankee inventions is a cane, which 
is also a lantern—a stout, elegant walking- 
stick, and a brilliant, steady light. Tho lan­
tern irf se t in the body of tlio cane, about six 
inches from its top, and so as not to  disfigure 
its proportions or beauty, and can bo li t a t 
pleasure by pulling th e  cane apart, or borne 
along dead,'w hen the cane, w ithout close ob­
servation, is undistinguishablo from an ordi­
nary, large-sized walking-stick. I t  is a useful 
invention for doctors, watchmen, editors of 
daily papers, young men who “ s it up” late 
with people who ain’t  their sisters, and all 
other classes who have to  be out o’ nights.— 
Boston Post.

“ M y son, hold up your head, and te ll me 
who was the strongest m an '?”

“ Jonah .”
“ W hy so.”
“ Cause the whale couldn’t  hold him after 

he got him  down.”

W hen wo hear tw o parties in tho  church, 
whoso m utual animositos aro know n to  bo 
most b itte r , perpetually talking about “ the 
pain  th e y  feel,” and “ how painful i t  is” to  be 
contradicting each other, wo are alm ost tem pt­
ed to  long for tho old-fashioned open scurrility  
of earlier religious controversialists.

F i n e s t  q u a l i t y  o f  p f . n s— the ray s of light 
w ith w hich th e  stars w rite  to  each other.

PHRENOLOGICAL E00MS,
142 W ashington Street, Boston.

EXAMINATIONS D ay and Evening.
SPEC IA L ADVICE as to Occupation, &o. 
CLASS LECTURES from October to May.
All of FOWLER & W ELLS’ P u h i.ic a t io n s . ’ 
C a b in e t  and Mu seu m  F i ie e t o  V is it o r s .

D. P . BUTLER;
P h r e n o l o g i s t  a n d  B o o k s e l l e r ,

No. 142 WASHINGTON STREET..........BOSTON.

POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE,
(For pupilB of both sexes,) 00 West 19th st., N. Y., 
rc-oponed Monday, September 6th. Two boardors 
can be accommodated in the fam ily of tho P rinci­
pal. A. T. DEANE.

SU FFO L K  D Y E  HOUSE!,

CORNER OF COURT AND HOWARD STREET, 

B O S T O N .

A . B . C H ILD , M . D ., D e n t is t ,

No. 16 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON, M a s s .

S. T .  M UNSON,
Having removed from No. 6 Great Jones street, Is 
now located at 148 Fulton streot, whero he will con- 
tinuo to recoivo orders for Books, Pam phlets, &c.— 
Ho is also prepared to do a general Agency business, 
and solicits tlio patronngo of his friends and tho pub­
lic generally. S. T. M. is tho solo agent in New 
York City for Mrs. METLEU’S invaluablo m edi­
cines. Restorative Syrup— Qts. $2 ; P ints S I ; Pul- 
monaria $1 por bottlo; Neutralizing M ixture B0 c ts .; 
Dysentery Cordial 60 c ts .; E lixir 60 c ts .; Liniment 
$1 60; Healing Ointment per Box, 26 cts. Thcso 
medicines will bo carefully packod and shipped to 
any part of tho country.

General Agent,
, S. T. M u n s o n , 143 Fulton streot, N. Y.

AM ASYLUM F O R  T H E  A F F L IC T E D .
HEALING by laying on of hands. CHARLES 

MAIN, Healing Medium, lias opened an Asylum for 
tho Afllicted at No. 7 D a v i s  S t r e e t , Boston, whoro 
ho is prepared to accommoduto patients desiring 
ttroam ent by tho above process on moderato terms.

0y  Patients dosiring board should givo notico in 
advanco, that suitablo arrangements m ay be mado 
before tlieir arrival.

Those sending Jocks of ha ir to indicato their dis­
eases, should enclose $1 for tlio examination, with a 
letter stamp to prepay their postage. Also, state 
leading symptoms, age and sox. Oftico hours from
0 to 12 A. M. and from 2 to 5 P. M.

Esoteric Anthropology,
By T. L. Nichols, M. D. l ’rico $1. A now supply 

of this valuablo work is ju s t  received nnd for sale by 
Bela Marsh, No. 14 Bromfield st. Juno 4—tf

Theodore Parker’s Experiences as a  Min­
ister,

With somo account of his Early Life, and Educa­
tion for tho M inistry;contained in a Letter from him 
to tho Twenty-Eighth Congregational Society of 
Boston. Prico in paper covers, 30 cents; in cloth, 
60 cents. Just publisliod and forsnlo by Bela Marsh, 
14 Bromfield street.

S . D .  &  I I .  W .  S M I T H ,

ORGAN HARMONIUMS,
P e d a l B a ss H a r m o u lm n s ,

ORGAN MELODEONS, AND MELODEONS,
NO. 611 WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON.

r P IIE  ORGAN HARMONIUM is designed both for 
_L Church and Parlor; contains four sets of reeds, 
eleven registers (or stops,) and capuble of great pow­
er, and yet by the use of the stops, may be plaved as 
soft as the jE olian  I la ro . Tlio Performer, a t his op­
tion, can imitate the Flute, File. Clarionet, or H aut­
boy, so perfectly tha t ono would suppose that they 
were listening to cither of the above instruments se­
parately, or combine the whole, and thus give the 
effect of Guam) O rg a n . In an elegant rosewood 
case for $250.

THE PEDAL BASS HARMONIUM is arranged
with two manuals or banks of Keys, tlio lowest set 
running an octavo higher than the- other, and m aybe 
used separately, and thus get in ono enso two’dis- 
tinct instruments; or by the use of tlio coupler, tlio 
two banks of keys m ay bo played a t the samo time 
by the uso of tho front set only. This connected 
w ith  the Sub-Hass, will produce tho effect of a large 
organ, and is sufficiently heavy to till a house that 
scats from 1060 to 1500 persons.

THE ORGAN MELUDEON is designed for par­
lor and private uso. Tho construction is similar to 
the Church Instrument, being arranged with two 
banks of Keys, and when used together, by means of 
the coupler, is capable rtf as groat volume of power 
as tho Church instrument, when used without tho 
Pedals. ■

Also, every variety of MELODEONS for Parlor 
use.

Purchasers may rely upon instruments from our 
m anufactory being made m tlio most complete and 
thorough manner. Having resumed the spacious 
Buildings, 611 Washington Street, we have every fa­
cility  for manufacturing n u rp o se s , and employ none 
but tho most experienced workmen. In short, wo 
will promise our customers an instrum ent equal if 
not superior to any manufacturer, and guarantee en­
tire and jicrfect satisfaction.

Music fenclicrs, Leaders of Choirs, nnd others in­
terested in rilusic m atters, aro respectfully invited to 
v isit our rooms at any time-, and examine or test our 
instrum ents on exhibition fbr sale a t tlieir pleasure.

As a still further guarantee to tho public os to the 
excellence of tho Melodeons and Harmoniums from 
our manufactory, wo beg loavo to refer, by permis­
sion, to the following Piano l’orto manufacturers of 
Boston, who liavo exam ined our instruments, and 
will givo their opinion when called upon:

Cliickering & Sons; Will. P. Emerson; George 
Hews; Hallet & Cum ston; Brown & Allen; Wood­
ward k  Brown; T. Gilbert & Co.; A. W. Ladd & 
C o.; Nowliall & Co.

MELODEONS AND HARMONIUMS RENTED. 
Persons who wish to hire Melodeons and Harmoni­
ums with a viow of purchasing a t tho end of tho 
year, can havo tlio roiit credited as part paym ent of 
tlio purchase money. This m atter is worthy of spe­
cial note, as it oaablos thoso who dosiro a fair test of 
the instruments before purchasing, to obtain it a t the 
expense of tho manufacturers, to the extent a t least 
of a year’s rent.

Orders from any part of tho country or world, 
sent direct to tho m anufactory in Boston', w ith cnsli 
or satisfactory reference, will bo prom ptly attended 
to, aud as faithfully executed as it the parties were 
prosont, or employed nil agent to select, and on us' 
reasonable terms.

P R I C E  L I S T .
Scroll log, 11-2 octave, 380; Scroll log, 5 octavo, 

$75; Piano stylo, 5 octave, S 100; Piano style, exr 
tra  finish, 6 octavo, S110; Piano style, carved leg, 
$126; Piuno style, 2 sets of reeds, S150; Piano style, 
fl octavo, 8130; Organ Molodcon, $ 200; Organ I lu r -  
monium, S260; Pedal Bass Harmonium. S276.

Illustrated Oataloguo sent freo on application to

S. D. & H. W. SM ITH,
612 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON.

NEW VOLUMES,
Of the Four Reviews and Blackwood,

COMMENCE JANUARY, 1800. 

T E R M S .
«- i i  ci mill.

F
OR any ono of tlio four RovIcwb, $3 00
For any  two of tho four Iloviows, 6 00

For any throo of tho four Reviews, 7 00
For all four of tlio Roviews, 8 00
For Blackwood's Magazine, 3 00
For Bluckwood and ono Review, 6 00
For Blackwood and two Reviews, 7 00
For Blackwood and three Revies, 9 00
For Blackwood and tho four Roviows, 10 00

ITT*Money current in tlio Stato whoro issued will 
bo received at par.

C L V B B I N G l
A discount of twonty-fivo per cent, from tho above 

price will bo allowed to Ci.uus ordering four or moro 
copies of any  0110 or moro of tlio above works.— 
ITlius: Four copies of Blackwood, or of 0110 Review, 
will be sent to ono address for $9; four copies of the 
four Reviews and Blackwood for 830; and so on.

Q y R e m ittan ce s should always bo addressed to 
tho Publishers.

^  LEONARD SCOTT & CO.,
.... No. 64 Gold St., Now York.

J ia r M p r i l l i t ,
FO R  P U M F Y IN G  T H E  BLOOD.

A nd for tb e  speedy euro o f tho subjoined varieties of 
Disea&o:
S c r o f u la  n n d  S c r o f u lo u s  A lT e c tlo n i^ n c H  

a s  T u m o r g , U lc e i’H, Mores, E r u p t io n * ,  
P im p le s ,  P u s t u l e s ,  l l l o t c l i e s ,  l i o l l s ,  
B lu lu s ,  a u d  n i l  H kin  D ise a ses*

Oakland, Im l., cth J im e , 1850.
J .  C. Ayer A Co. G en ts : I  feel i t  m y d u ty  to  ao* 

knowledge w hat yo u r frivsaimrilltt has done for mo. 
II(iviii£ in h o rited a  Scrofulous infection, I  Imvo suffered 
from it in  vurious ways for years. Sometimes i t  burst 
o u t in  Ulcers ou m y hands nnd a rm s; sometimes it 
tu rn ed  in w ard  and distressed me a t t lio stom ach. Two 
years ago i t  broke o u t on my head and covered m y scalp 
and ears w ith  one sore, which was painful and loathaomo 
beyond description. J tried many medicines and soveral 
physicians, b u t w ithout much relief from any tiling. In  
fact, tho disorder grew  worse. At length  I was rejoiced 
to read in tlio Uospel Messenger th u t you  had prepared 
an  a lterative (frmmparilla), f*-r I knew from yonr reputa­
tion th a t a n y th in g  you mudo must bo good. 1 sen t to 
Cincinnati an d  get it, and used it  till it cured me. 1 took 
it, as you advi.n*, in sm all doses of a teaspminful over u 
month, an d  used alm ost tlneo bottles. New and henlthy 
sk in  soon began to form under tho scab, which a l te r a  
whilo fell oir. My sk in  in now dear, and I know by my 
feelings th a t  tho disease bus gone from iny system. You 
can well believe tha t I fed what I am saying when I  tell 
yon, th a t I  hold you to ho uno of the  apostles of tho ago, 
and ie iuaiu  over gratefully . Y ours,

AI.l'HKl) I). TALLEY.
S t. A n t l io n y ’s  Ifiiro, R o s e  o r  E r y s ip e la s ,  

T e t t e r  a n d  S a lt  R h e u m , S c a ld  l lc u d ,  
lU n g v r o r in , S o re  K y c s , D r o p s y .
I)r. H ubert M. I’reblo writes from Salem, N. Y., l l ’th 

Sept., ISod, th a t ho h;is cu red^ in  inveterate case of 
Dropsy, w hich threatened to term inate fatally, by tho 
persevering use of o u r Sarsaparilla, aud also a danger­
ous attack o f  En/sifu’hts by large doses of tho
Fame; says ho cures tho common Eruptions by it con­
stan tly*
B r o n c l io c e le ,  G o itr e  o r  S w e l le d  N e c k .
Zebulon Sloan of Prospect, Texan, writes : ‘‘ Three bot­

tles of your Sarsaparilla eureil mo from a (ii.i're— a h id­
eous sw.'Hing on thw neck, which 1 had suttered JVom 
over two yours.” ‘
L e u c o rr liren  o r 'W h ite st, O v n r la ii T u m o r ,  

U t e r in e  U lc e r a t io n , F e m a le  D is e a s e s .
Dr. J . Ii. S. Chunning, of New York City, writes j “  I 

most cheerfully comi ly with the request of vonr agen t In 
saving I havo found your Sarsapnrilla a  most excellent 
alterative in  tho num erous com plnints for w id th  wo 
employ such n remedy, but especially iu Inmate Di'm m cs 
of the Scrofulous diathesis. 1 have cured many inveter­
ate rases of Leuwrrhrva by it. and some whero the com­
plaint svas caused by ulm 'ntifiu  of tho utrrus. The ulcer­
ation itself was soon cured, Nothing w ithin my know l­
edge equals it for these female derangem ents.”

*]‘!dward S. Mnrrow, o f Newhnrv, Ala., writes, “ A dan- 
porous nvtriiu i tumor on ono of the females in my family, 
whieh had defied all the remedies wo could employ, has 
at length been completely cured hy your Kxtrnct of Sar­
saparilla. O nr physician thought nothing but ex tirpa­
tion could alfnrd relief. Imt ho advised tho trial • f yonr 
Sarsaparilla aw tin* last resort beforo cu tting , nnd it 
proved effectual. A fter tiik lngyour remedy eight weeks 
no sym ptom  of the disease remains.”

S y p l i l l l s  a n d  M e r c u r ia l D is e a s e .
Nr.w Oiu.rANs.2alh A ugust, 1X69.

P n. ,T. O. A v rn : Sir,. I cheerfully comply with tl.a re­
quest of yo n r ngent, and renort to you soiuo of the elledfl 
1 lmve realized with your S ir'apariHa.

1 have cured  with it, in my practice, most of tho.com­
plaints for which it in recommended, and have Ibund its 
cfT’d.s tru ly  wonderful in tho cun* of Vnirrfut <tn<t Mr)'- 
curi tl IHsntrr. One of my patients had Syphilitic ulcers 
in Ids th roa t, which were consuming his palate anil tho 
top of his m outh. Your Sarsaparilla, steadily taken, 
cured him in  live weeks. A nother was attacked by sec­
ondary HvniptoniH in his iu»o, and the ulceration had 
eaten aw ay a considerable part of it, so tha t 1 believe tho 
oisorder would soon leach his brain aud kill him. lin t it 
yielded to my inimiui*tration of your Sarsaparilla; tho 
uic.TS healed, and he is well ayain. not o f course w ithout 
some disfiguiatioii to his lace. A woman who had been 
tieated lor tho samo disorder by luercurv was suffering 
li'om this pojson in h e r  bones. They had become so sen­
sitive to th e  weather th a t on a damp day she sufTered ex­
cruciating pain in her joints and bones. Sin*, t<o, was 
cuii-d en tire ly  by your .'•arsapmilla in a few weeks. 1 
know from its formula, which your agent gave me, th a t  ■ 
this Preparation from your laboratory must be a great 
remedy; consequently , these truly rem aikable resu lts 
with it have not snrpnsed  me.

fra te rn a lly  y ours, G. Y. L A lt lM O , M. D.

R h e u m a t i s m ,  G o u t ,  I^ lvcr  C o in  p l a i n t .
I .N o n * r . \m .N c i : ,  PieMen IV*., Y a , .  ( t h  J u l y ,  lKV.).

Du. J . C. A vn t: b‘lr, I have been alllicted with a pain­
ful chronic Hhrvnuttism  for u hu g time, which battled tho 
skill of physiciitns, and stuck to mo in  spito of all tho 
remedies J could find, until I tried your Snr:<a|'nrillu. Ono 
bottle cured tuu in two weeks, aud restored my general 
health ho m uch th a t 1 am far butter than  before 1 was 
attacked. 1 th ink i t n  wonderful medicine. J .  FItKAM.

Ju les V. Getcheil, o f St. Leu is, w rite s: “ 1 havo been 
afliicled for years w ith  an otf> ctiuu o f  t/,c. Liver, which 
destroyed my health. 1 tried every tiling, and every th ing  
failed to relievo m e ; and  1 lmve been a broken-down tnan 
for some yenrs from no other cause than  ilrranycutm t o f  
Un: Aitvr. .My hclovod pastor, the  Hev. Mr. Kspy, advised 
me to try your Sarsaparilla, because he said he knew y^u, 
and any th in g  you made was woith try ing , by th e  bless* 
ing of (lod it has cuivd me, and bus so purified my blood 

' as to make u new uiait of me. I feel young again. Tho 
best tha t can be said o f you is no t half good enough.”

Sell irru R .C n n cer  T u m o r s , l^ n ln r ^ e in e iit .  
U lc e r a t io n , C arles a n d  E x f o l ia t io n  o f  
th e  i t e n e s .
A great variety of rases have been reported to us whero 

cutes of ih<‘se formidable complaints have resulted fmm 
the use of thin remedy, tujt our spnee here will not adm it 
them. Some of them  may bo found in tun- American 
Almanac, w hich tho au d its  below named tiro pleased to 
fm n v h  g ra tis  to all who call f*.r them.
D y a p c p H l n ,  I le n r t  D is e a s e , P i t s ,  E p i le p ­

s y ,  M e la n c h o ly , .N e u r a lg ia .
:4any rem arkable cures of the*e affections have been 

made by tin* alterative power of this medicine, i t  s tim u­
lates the vital fuuciinns inlet vigorous action, and thus 
overcomes disorders which would he supposed beyond its 
reach. Stu b a remedy has king been required by the ne­
cessities of the peoplo. aud we are confident tha t th is will 
do for them  all tha t medicine can do.

Iyer’s Cherry Pectoral,
r o n  THE ItAPIJ) CUHE OF 

C o n rfh s, C o ld s , I n f lu c n x n , I3 o n r* e n e ss ,
C r o u p , ISrom  h it ik , I n c ip ie n t  ( o n -

tsu in p tio n , a n il r»r  th e  U < lie f  
o f  C o n s u in p t U c  P a t ie n t s  

in  n d v u u c c d  S ta g e s  
o f  t lio  D iseaue*

This fs a remedy ho universally known to surpass nny 
o ther for tbe cure o f th reat and  lung com plaints, th a t it 
Is useless b e ie  to publish the evidence o f ith v irtues. I ts  
unrivalled excellence tor coughs and colds, and its tru ly  
wonderful cures of pulm onary disease, liavo made it 
known throughout tho civilized nations of tho r a i th .  
Few nro tho communities, or even families, Among them  
who havo not somo personal experience of Its effects — 
some living trophy in their mldst of its  victory over tho 
subtle and dangerous disorders of tho throa t and lunps. 
Ah all know  the dreadful fatality of these disorders, and 
ah they know , too. th e  effects of this rem edy, we need not 
do more th a n  to assure them th a t It has.now  all tho vir­
tues tha t It did have when m aking the cores which havo 
won so strongly upon tlio confidence of m w ikiud. .
Proparod by Dr. J. C. AYEB &, CO., Ldwoll, Maas.

[ All persons nnnounced ’ ns upcnkors, under this 
lieiul, aro requested to uso thoir influence In fuvor of 
procuring tmbscrlbers for, and extending the circu­
lation of, the E clectic.

Miss Emma Habdinge will lecturo In Philadel­
phia during M arch. Providonce, P lym outh, Port- 
hind. &c., during  the Spring months. Applications 
for week evenings in adjacent places, to be addressed 
to 8, Fourth Avonue, New York.

M iss I!o s a  T . A m e d y  will lecture in Chicago nnd 
Milwnukio during  tho months of May und Juno.— 
1* riends on tho ivutc desiring her services on tho Sab­
bath or week eve.iings, will please address her dur­
ing the present month, caro of I). I., l'oole, Oswego, 
N. Y ;; his address generally, 32 Allen street, Boston. 
Muss. \

N. F r a n k  W i i i t iJ will lecturo in Troy, N. Y., 
through F ebruary; l’l j  mouth, Mass., March 4th and 
11th ; Quincy, March lfeith und 125th; Fuxboro’, April 
1st; Lowell, April 8th und lDth; Dodworth Hall, 
New York, A pril 22d and ,2Dth; Providence, 1!. I., 
May 6th und 13th ; Willimunt.V, Conn., May 20 th und 
27th; Oswego, N. Y., through Ju n e . Applications 
for week evenings addressed us uboce will bo attend­
ed to. \  -

M iss R. It. A m e d y , 32 A lle n  street, liostottu Tranco 
Speuking Medium, will answer cu lls  lbr spoufcing on 
the Sabbath, and at u n y  other time the friends lf.uiy
desire. A ddress her a t 32 Allen street, Boston__
CC7 *Shc will also attend funerals.

Mrs. A. P . T iiomi’son m ay be addressed a t Lowell 
till further notice. Will speak in the  surrouiuling 
towns on tlio Sabbath if desired.

C h a r l e s  A. I I a y d e n , Tranco Speaking Medium, 
will receive calls to lecture. Address a t this office.

M iss A. W . Sritaguio will speak a t Davenport, 
Iowa, 1st Sunday  in Ja n ., a t Cincinnati, 2d and 3d 
Sundays, a t Terro Haute, Ind., 4th and 6th Sundays, 
and a t Chicago through February.

J .  S. L o v e l a n d  will lecturo in Oswego, N .'Y ., 
during tho m onths of November and F eb ruary ; and 
in Boston on tho three first Sundays in January . 
Will lecturo week evenings in tho vicinity of tho 
above lmmed places. Address a t 14 Bromlield at., 
euro o f  Bela JIursli, Boston.

N. S. Guken-lea f  is ready to answer calls to lec­
ture on tho Sabbath. Address, Lowell, Mass.

Dr. J a m e s  C o o p e ii , of Bellefontaine, Ohio, answers 
calls to lecturo in trance state.

G. li. S t k d ii in s  speaks on Sundays through tho 
year a t Ann Arbor, Mich.; and will answer calls to 
lecture in th a t vicinity in the week.

A. C. Ko u in s o n , Trance Speaker, will reccivc calls 
to lecture. Address at Fall liiver, Mass.

liev. J o h n  P ik h p o n t  will reccivc calls to speak on 
Spiritualism. Address, West Medford, Mass.

B e n j a m i n  D a n f o r t ii  will receive calls to preach 
on Anciejit and  Modern Spiritualism  synonymous 
with the Gospel of Christ, as lie understands it. Ad­
dress at 22 P i t t  st., Boston.

Mrs. E. II. D a k f o u t h , Trance Speaking, Healing, 
and Developing Medium. Ollice, 14 Bromfield St., 
from 9 A. M. to C P. M. A t her residence, 22 P itt 
St., from 0 to 9 P. M. Boston, Mass.

C. T . I r i s h , Trance Medium, Taunton, Mass., caro 
John Eddy, Esq.

Mrs. A. W. D k i.a f o i .ik , Trance and Test Medium. 
Exam inations and Prescriptions given in an nccurnto 
form, liooms, No. 0 La Grange Place.

Hours, from 9 A. II . to 7 P. M.

' Sirs. M a r y  A . R ic k e r , Trance Medium. Rooms, 
115 Ilanover St., Boston. Ollico Ilours from fl A. M . 
to C P . M . Terms, for private sittings $1 00 per 
hour.

T h e  B o s t o n  S i' i iu t u a i , C o n it iu k n c e  will beheld  
every W ednesday, evening, commencing a t 7 1-2 
o 'clock, at th e  Spiritual Age Hall, for the discussion 
of questions connected w ith Spiritualism  und reform.

M EDIUM S IN M AINE.
Mrs. Y o r k , Healing Medium and Clairvoyant, has 

wonderful powers. Medical Exam inations §1 00, 
Business 60 cents. Residence, S p e a r ,l’luco, out ot 
P leasant st., Portland.

Mrs. I!. IC. L it t l e , Trance and T est Medium.— 
Rooms 36 Beach St., hours from 9 to 12 A. M., 2 to 0 
and from 8 to 10 P. M. Tyrnis per hour for ono or 
two persons S I  00. Clairvoyant Exam inations $1 00. 
Exam inations by liuir S I 00. Portland, Muino.

Mrs. L e a c h , Brewer, W riting and T rance Medium.
Mr. B re ji h a l l , Belfast, powerful Healing Medium.
Mr. A. B. P i e r c e , Belfust, Tranco Speaking Me­

dium. o
G ii is o n  S m i t h , Camden, Trance Speaking, Heal­

ing and Lecturing Medium.

Mr. C a l e b  T h o m a s , Camden, powerful P rescrib­
ing, Describing, and Healing Medium, by the laying 
on of hands.

J o h n  1’ . C o t t o n , Searsport, Rnpping and Physical 
Medium.
. Jo s u r ii  N. H o d g e s , Monroe, Prescribing, Tranco 
Speaking and Lecturing Medium.

G. B. I Io rK iN S , Oldtown, Tranco Speaking Me­
dium.

I I o s a n  M. S m it h , Hampden, Trance Speaking 
Medium.

S u s a n  W. J a c k s o n , Hampden, Rapping, Tipping 
and Healing Mfedium.

R u s s e l i / S e v e r e n c e , Bradford, powerful Healing 
and Trance Medium.

Miss E m e i . in e  C u n n in g h a m , Bradford, Tranco 
Speaking and Prescribing Medium.

Mrs. K e e n , Augusta, W riting and Tranco Medium.
J . L. L o v e i .l , Yarmouth, Clairvoyant, Healing, 

Tranco Speaking and Lecturing Medium.
Mrs. H a s k e l l , Buckfield, Trance Speaking and 

Lecturing Medium.
Miss A. CT C h a m , Stevons’ Plains, W riting, Tranco 

Spoaking and Lecturing Medium.
ISe n j . C o l s o n , Monroe, Prescribing and Tranco 

Medium. '

Free Love nnd Affinity.
A Discourso delivered under spirit-influonce, by 

Miss Lizzie Dotcn, at tho Molodcon, Boston, Sunday 
evening, M arch 20,1869. Phonographically rcportod 
hy Janies M. W. Ycrrington. Price 8 cents each, or 
$6  per hundred. This discourso contains m uch good 
advice, and was listened to with very gcncral'satis- 
faction. BELA  MARSH, Publisher, 14 BromfiMd 
street, Boston. 16—tf


