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What we have said, hitherto, has been 
general—giving bat the ootimes of a j 
theory of Man, Nature, and God, which,
I feel impressed, is the most rational, 
demonstrative, and satisfactory of any yet j 
promulgited. W e will now descend into 
more detail of the system, and consider 
this correspondence in other points of I 
view.

If the whole material universe is in 
form of a man, completely organized, with 
all the parts, functions, viscera, &c., of a 
man; and the whole spiritual nniveree a 
correspondentlv organized spiritual struc­
ture, perhaps the most difficult thing to 
conceive, is the unitary consciousness or 
personal identity of this grand universal 
man. But all individual existences are 
composed of parts; and it is an axiom 
that at once commends itself to our rea­
son, “that the more distinct and individ­
ual the part3, the greater the unity or 
oneness of the w h o l e o r ,  in other words, 
the greater personal identity each part j 
has, the greater the personal identity of 
the whole. Individuality is a law of all j 
things, that there may be unity in all 
things. And, vice versa, unity is a law of 
all things, that there may be individuality 
in all things. In analyzing or anatomy- 
tizing anything, each particular, in its 
turn, becomes a general; and in general­
izing, each general, in its turn, becomes 
a particular. W e cannot conceive indi­
viduality without the unity of parts ; nor 
can we conceive unity without the indi­
viduality of parts. This, of itself, demon­
strates God to be a perfect unity and »n- 
dxxilualittfc but how great that is, re­
mains to be shown. The universal king­
dom is a unit, the vegetable kingdom a | 
unit, and the human kingdom a unit, 
the earth a unit, and the solar system a ! 
unit. Furthermore, as we ascend from 
the lower kingdoms of nature to the high­
er, we find the unity and individuality of 
each separate organism increased. Thus, 
in the universal kingdom, the form and 
order of the parts composing it, are not so

perfect and individual, as in the vegetable | 
kingdom, where matter is more devel­
oped, and its affinities, by which organ­
isms are formed, greater. And if we fol- : 
low on the perfectionizing process, we ; 
see those still further developed powers ; 
and affinities, forming greater unities and 
more perfect organisms in the animal king 
dom; and when, after undergoing further 
sublimation, they pass into the spiritual 
plane, they there, by virtue of their un­
changeable affinities, form an eternal 
spiritual unity—the human soul. Thus 
the degree of personal identity, or indi­
viduality, depends upon the degree of de­
velopment in which the organism is found, 
for all things in their degree are organ­
ized and individualized.

The human body is a unity of various 
organs, functions, viscera, &.<•., which 
have distinctly different offices and econ­
omies of action. The heart can never 
perform the office of the lungs, nor the 
stomach that of the liver. The more dis­
tinct and individual these functions and 
organs are, performing their various and 
diverse U3es, the more perfect and com­
plete the machine. In like manner is it 
with the spirit of man—an organism vast­
ly more complete. The more separate, 
clear, and distinct, the various powers 
and faculties of his soul, the more clear 
and distinct his thoughts; and the more 
definable and distinct, independent, and 
determinate his various emotions and ap­
petites, the stronger is his self-conscious­
ness or personal identity; and the more 
thoughts and ideas, the more affections,
&.C., he has, the greater is his personal 
identity. The man of ill-defined, ob­
scure, and confused thoughts—of blended 
and intermingled emotions—cannot have 
a clear and strong self-consciousness.— 
Witness the child: how obscure its idea 
of self-hood, compared with the man of 
great intelligence, clear and distinct 
thought, enlarged experience, and deep 
and various emotions.

Now, if each particular organism, as 
we descend analytically, becomes, in its 
turn, a general, or unity of still lesser 
particulars; and as we enlarge, each of 
those generals becomes the individuals 
of a still greater organic unity, then must 
the universe be one great and perfect 
unity, fully and completely organized, 
composed of an incalculable number of 
generals and particulars, from the lowest

and grossest organisms up throngh the 
various kingdoms to the angelic societies 
of the spiritual spheres. 1 he individual­
ities in the lower spheres are ill-defined 
and obscure, when compared with the 
vivid and accurate distinctness of the or­
ganisms in the higher spheres, all form­
ing and composing an inconcievably more 
perfect organic structure—one grand uni­
ty and identity—the great God-man of 
the universe. His personal identity must, 
therefore, be strong beyond all concep­
tion—an eternal unity of unities—the 
only living and true vnitarinn God.

The law of cause and effect conducts 
us, also, to this conclusion. Cause and 
effect, or positive and negative, relate to 
and are inseparably connected with each 
other. We cannot even conceive the one 
without the other. The effect becoming, 
in its turn, a cause in a lower sphere, and 
the cause, in its turn, becoming an effect 
in a higher sphere. Both are but the 
same energy, appearing in different form 
and order in different phnes of develop­
ment—in mere imperfect as we descend, 
and more perfect as we ascend. In the 
lower kingdoms there appears less of 
un ty in this universal energy, but in the 
higher the unity and harmony are great­
er. The effect is not independent, or de­
tached from the cause, but the latter is 
instantly and constantly, to hairs’ breadth 
accuracy, the producer and suslainer of 
the former. There is no such thing as 
independence, in an absolute sense, any 
where in the All of things. All is con­
nected and dependent until we reach, by 
series of canses and effects, the central 
c r prime ordeal cause, who is ever pres­
ent, through the instrumentality of vari­
ous intermediates, in the posthume or ul­
timate effect, producing and sustaining 
it; and you can no more separate the 
Divine Love and Wisdom from a leaf or 
an acorn, than you can divorce cause and 
effect. Thu3 all united, connected, and 
dependent, is God—the Divine Humanity 
of the universe.

Moreover, all things are organized, each 
in its degree, even to a grain of sand or 
the fibre of a leaf; and everything de­
signed to fulfil its specific use or function 
in the Grai.d Organism. Hence, the Di­
vine Love is seen in the use of all things, 
and the Divine Wisdom in the form and 
order <-fall things. Now, there is no organ, 
function, or use, in any department of ma-
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terial nature, no matter how unimportant, 
simple, or complex, it may be, that is not, 
also, found in miniature in man’s physical 
economy—there are all the nmtomical 
and chemical resolutions of substances— 
the physiological and vegetative process­
es, the mechanical forces, the attractions 
and repulsions, the electric and magnetic 
currents, &c., together with the admira­
ble interior economies of use, contained 
in each. In like manner there is no use, 
faculty, or function, in all the spiritual 
spheres, (and they are, beyond all con­
ception, numberless,) that is not, also, 
found in man’s spiritual organisms -  
There arc the various loves and affec­
tions, 'he impulses, the intuitions, the 
perceptions, conceptions, and intellec­
tions, &c., with their wonderful systems 
of laws governing each, &c. His body 
is a complex of all natural uses, and his 
spirit a complex of all spiritual uses. lie  
is a microcosm, of which God himself is 
the macrocosm—an image and likeness 
of which He is the original.

I see very clearly at present, (for no 
man has a right to, not knowing all 
things, bind himself at hazard, or con­
clude himself against to-morrow’s light,) 
that any other theory of cosmogany, the- 
ology, or philosophy, with which I am 
acquainted, not only severs God from 
spirituil and material nature, and dis­
solves his personality and identity, but 
disorganizes the universe.

[ t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d . ]

Pittsburg, Pa., Jan. 18, 1851.

[Original.]
T O L E R A T I O N .

BY W . S. COURTNEY.

Toleration means indulgence for the 
opinions of others ; suffering each to en­
tertain his own belief, without molesta­
tion, or prejudice to his property, person, 
or reputation, provided it don’t ultimate 
itself in acts of injury to others and to 
society And may I ask, was there ever 
a time when men hated and persecuted 
each other because they did not believe 
alike? Yes! The history of the world, 
for ages past, is but the history of perse­
cutions for opinion’s sake. Creeds and 
doctrines were sought to be reduced to 
the proper standard by Inquisitions, racks, 
ordeals, and Procruestean beds.

Yes! there was a time on this earth, 
when men were hewn in pieces for being 
subject to the laws of their nature. And, 
im lje I, although the apparatus that thus 
hurt the body for the opinions of the soul, 
is now soinewhit out of use, yet the exe­
cration of sect by sect, the contempt and 
odium which each heaps on the other, and 
the infamy attaching to some doctrines 
and views, show that the toleration of 
even these times extends only to the 
body, which it excepts from wrenches, 
screws, and red-hot pincers, but leaves 
the reputation subject to the same perse­
cuting spirit. W ith one sect, the epithet 
“Jew”” is enough to consign a fellow 
mortal to eternal in fam y; with another, 
“Gentile” blackens his reputation and 
covers him with reproach ; with another, 
to be cilled “ Infidel” is the same as being 
a liar, thief, and robber! So the opinions 
and belief of men, now-a-days, are their

credentials to reputation and integrity, to 
honor and honesty.

Ilut the man who stops to reflect bnt a 
moment, will nt once see that belief is 
not a matter of choice, bnt a stern neces­
sity  ; for no honest man can  believe oth­
erwise than he is impressed by evidence, 
by his reason and experience, by circum­
stances apparently fortuitous and beyond 
his control, and by the peculiar confor­
mation of his intellectual and moral struc­
tures, all of which uro the unfailing re­
sults of regular and unchangeable series 
of causes and effects, fixedly interwoven 
in the grand economy of the universe. 
To upbraid, therefore, a fellow being with 
his honest convictions, and to scorn and 
contemn them, is to quarrel with Omnip­
otence in His government of the universe. 
The indefinite variety which wo find in 
all other departments of creation, per­
vades also, necessarily, this plane, and is 
as indispensable to the grand unity of the 
whole in the sing le  purpose of forming a 
grand Man out of all created, th ings. But 
the halcyon and harmonic times, when 
men can meet in brotherly love and kind­
ness, in temples dedicated to that pur­
pose, and with the most universal freedom 
and sanctity there propound their various 
and peculiar views and beliefs on science, 
theology, religion, &.C.; and after hav­
ing them fairly, impartially, and affec­
tionately discussed, embrace and kiss 
each other, and again depart—are fast 
rising upon the world—times in which 
the good and love of all will be in the 
ascendant, and the pride and exclusive­
ness of opinion and system will wither 
and die.

Pittsburgh, Jan. 20, 1851.

[From tho Hartford Times.]
T H E  S P I R I T U A L  P H I L O S O P H Y .

Since the readings from the MSS. of 
Mr. Davis’s new work, (the second vol­
ume of the Great Harinonia,) have been 
in progress in this city, an increased in­
terest has manifested itself in those here­
tofore indifferent on the subject, as to 
what the main features of the spiritu il 
philosophy consist of. Out of the range 
of subjects upon which the various works 
of Mr. Davis treat, there is none which 
has awakened so much attention as that of 
theology. Here is a theme at which, 
with mingled emotions of hope and fear, 
confidence and distrust, at what will be 
the final result of its investigation, a large 
portion of Christendom are directing their 
serious thoughts and attention. “ W hat!” 
says the conscientious adherent of the 
existing theology, with fear and trem­
bling, “does the new spiritual system pro­
nounce the principles of Christianity u n ­
necessary for the world’s practice and ben­
efit ? Would they close the churches 
and dispense with spiritual teachings, and 
renounce all moral observances as idle 
and superfluous to the well-being of man­
kind?” T he reply which these interrog­
atories demand will bo fully rendered by 
the character and import which will be 
presented of the new spiritual teachings. 
But, from what cause have these fears of 
a possible' subversion of what may be 
deemed an infallible system of religious 
doctrine, their spring ? L et the secret

utterances of the thonghtful mind that 
ponders with deep solicitude and with 
earnest enquiry, the problcmVf tho soul’s 
immortal being, in silence and doubting, 
answer. “ W here is heaven? W hat is 
it?  W lu t is my l ife? Bereft of my 
perishable clay, which is all I can realize, 
what constitutes me a living, thinking 
being? W hat is that I call my undying 
soul? Is it n mere breath, a final.ng 
cloud, without form or resemblance to a 
human organization ? Is a future life, 
without a physical frame for tho indwell­
ing of the spirit, a state of conscious en­
tity ? £TTe dark and fearful valley of the 
shadow of death ? the cold and narrow 
house, and final resting-place of this now 
uctive frame? Nay!  and what are nil 
the mysteries of being ? W hen I bid 
adieu to earth, shall I live ugain?” The 
soul in which arises, unbidden, the cease­
less and importunate prayer for light and 
truth upon the momentous subject of its 
future destiny, without thought or design, 
speaks the simple answer to the question, 
why, under the supposed adequacy of its 
pre-existent religious belief to cause it to 
rest satisfied, it still, with doubting and 
trembling asks, W hat are the realities of 
my future being ? Do the principles of 
the harmouial philosophy (for so it is 
called,) answer these inquiries to the 
mind, so that death and the grave are 
robbed of their terrors, and so that the 
manner and locality of the spirits’ exist­
ence, subsequent to its life in the body, 
are approximately and satisfactardy made 
evident? W ith  inexpressible gratitude 
for the mercy and beneficence of the Di­
vine and Eternal Father for that which is 
in Him and of Him for the well-being o f 
his creatures, we answer—perfectly, it 
does.

A brief synopsis of the lending features 
of which it is composed, is all our limits 
will permit us to make.

First, then, the undying laws of na­
ture are the fixed and immutable modes 
of Deity’s universal government. Per­
fect obedience to the laws, organic, phy­
sical and spiritual, is the only condition 
which secures to us harmony of cx.stence 
and an exemption from their penalties. 
Every member of the human family who 
exhibits in his moral conduct a tendency 
in any way to disobedience to the moral 
laws, is thus inclined, from a hereditary 
inheritance of some moral deformity in 
the intellectual* organization ; and then, 
as a legitimate and inevitable conse­
quence, the direction to which such a 
disposition leads, gives the bent in which 
the character is subsequently developed. 
But the individual cannot be responsible 
for the deformed moral organization he 
inherits, any more than for the consump­
tive physical constitution. N either is lie 
accountable for those circumstances un­
favorable to his moral development, in 
which lie is placed by a parent or guar­
dian, while too'young to be capable of a 
discrimination between the tendencies to 
evil or good. N evertheless, the inexora­
bleness of the moral laws which bis an­
cestry have violated by forming improper 
relationship, is fully vindicated in the 
exact organization he possesses; the pen­
alty of which he experiences by an nllin- 
ity for tho more or less vicious and un-



t h e  s p i r i t  w o r l d . 5 1

progressed, according as the precise na­
ture of his disp' sition inclines him. If, 
then, in this life he become addicted (say) 
to the Tice of inebriety, and is sank to 
the lowest possible degree of moral sen­
sibility, he passes out of it and enters the 
next at the same comparative low state 
at which he occupied here. He may then 
for the while be without the least capa- j 
bility of appreciating a higher degree of 
virtue than while in the body. But that 
which caused his extreme earthly debase­
ment, he is now freed from. He no 
longer possesses a physicil appetite to 
which he cm  longer administer gratifica­
tion. He cannot now ascend to higher 
society; the law of spiritoil affinities and 
association do not permit it. Neither 
does he yet incline to that which is more 
pare than that which is in the place which 
his own perverted nature occupies; but 
he is under the better influence of those 
who are above him ; and as fast as it is 
possible to unfold within him higher prin­
ciples, so fast is his condition ever-im­
proving. But as here on earth he was low 
and unprogreSsed, compared with a How­
ard or Washington, so he must eternally 
hold the same relative relation to them in 
his future life. Now the question is an­
swered, *tls it unimportant how we tam­
per with and disregard the laws of our 
being ? and is there a benefit in laving 
np on earth, riches which will never take 
wings and elude our proprietorship as we 
enter the mansion of oiir Father, the tem­
ple not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens 7" N o ! the person who realizes 
the true import of the harmonial philoso­
phy, cannot but feel he must really and 
intrinsically be pure in spirit, else the 
moral law of his being, from whose do­
minion he can never flee, will ever govern 
and determine his standard of perfection, 
and suit out to him only such affinities 
and associations as his nature is capable 
of justly appreciating.

The spirit being the imoard and mov­
ing principle of the outward, ever is of 
the same organic structure as the body, 
save it never partakes of its physical de­
formities—is somewhat smaller, and is 
vastly more perfect and* symmetrical. I t 
traverses space with a velocity inconceiv­
able to its present powers of comprehen­
sion ; and where the physical eyes can 
see inches, the spiritual ones can pene­
trate nearly the whole arcana of infinite 
space. Language is without use in spir­
itual spheres, all communication being 
effected by means of spirits reading in­
stantly, at any distance, the thoughts of 
each other; hence the impossibility of 
deceiving each other, (as it is maintained 
a class of spirits would,) and the attention 
of one is arrested and drawn towards an­
other by the spirit fixing its thoughts on 
another. The spirits’ natural home is in 
some of the numerous societies of the 
second, third, fourth, fifth, or sixth spheres, 
located in space between corresponding 
circles of suns. All those who have lived 
on the earth are yet residents of the sec­
ond sphere. The interval of space be­
tween our planet and another, is to spirits 
analogous to the waters of earth, which 
separate one continent from another.— 
This they traverse without the least im­
pediment. Thus they frequent oar earth

according as there are affinities here con- I 
genial to them. T he knowledge that we 
shall ultimately be treed from the trials I 
and imperfections o f our present rodi- 
mental existence in the form, and that an i 
eternal progression in goodness and wis­
dom, as our capabilities admit, is the sore 
destiny of all, renders the spirits of the 
second sphere unanxious of those evils 
and afflictions to man, on earth, which it 
is not in their power at present, owing to 
our grossness of condition, to ameliorate 
or avert. T he love principle being un­
folded, they can pity the foibles incident 
to our unprogressed and unenlightened 
natures ; and the superior wisdom enables 
them at once to comprehend the procur­
ing Causes and motives of all our actions. 
Hence, with the sympathy and compassion 
which is known and felt in heaven, they 
can say, in view of the errors of our lives in 
the body, “Father, _/br®-t re them, for they 
know not what they do.” The spirits’ 
home (the heavenly spheres,) is a land of 
beauty and magnificence, of which the 
mortal heart hath never yet had power to 
conceive or understand.

“ All! all around the viewless main,
W ith  silen t voice, the ir great orig inal proclaim .’’

P------

S P I R I T S .
PA R EN TA L, IMMORTAL, H A PPV .

P H Y S IC A L . M A N I F E S T A T I O N S .

The following account of physical man­
ifestations, by spirits, is from the Provi­
dence Post of January 25, 1851. The 
editor vouches for the integrity of the 
writer, or we should not publish it, as it 
seems to us that all such accounts should 
not be accompanied with one responsible 
name only, but with many. In the mouth 
of two or three witnesses every fact shall 
be established. And facts like these 
cannot be generally received upon the 
testimony of one man, or, indeed, upon 
the testimony of many. That, is, some 
minds are so unevenly balanced that they 
cannot believe what is here stated upon 
testimony at all. However, reading these 
accounts will undoubtedly prepare the 
public mind for the examination of the 
great question, to the discussion of which 
this paper is especially devoted.

During the last four months I have 
been as often as three evenings in each 
week, to witness what are popularly 
termed the “ spirit rnppings.” I have 
heard these mysterious sounds, and seen 
articles of furniture moved about the 
rooms, in the presence of Borne six or 
eight mediums, m various sections of this 
city. I have witnessed many true and 
beautiful, and some erroneous and ludi­
crous responses to questions propounded 
by visitors ; and once or twice have been 
startled by some violent and unexpected, 
though perfectly harmless, demonstra­
tions.

I have never thought it expedient, be­

fore, to make a statement through the 
press, o f the many unmistakeable facts I 
have observed, or the conclusions I have 
drawn from them. Bat having recently 
been favored with some manifestations 
which transcend, by a  few degrees, the 
extraordinary, I think yottr readers will 
be interested in a brief statem ent of
them.

The medium through whom the follow^ 
ing strange demonstrations were made, is 
an intelligent married lady, living on the 
west side o f the river. She has been 
obliged, on account of ill health, to keep 
her room during the last two or three 
weeks, and was not able to leave it on 
Sunday evening last, when I called to see 
her. She was in a room adjoining that 
in which three persons, besides myself, 
were seated, the door communicating 
with hers being open. W ithout leaving 
our seats, we requested the spirits to rap, 
and they did rap promptly, and so loud 
that they might have been heard a hun­
dred yards from the foot-board of the bed 
on which they were made. W e then 
went into the room, closed the door so as 
to exclude the light, stood with our backs 
against the foot-board, and asked the 
spirits to strike or touch us. T he raps 
came heavy and fast on the board against 
which we leaned, and the bed was pushed 
strongly against us three or four times. 
The raps then ceased, and we heard a 
sound resembling the flapping of small 
birds’ wings upon the white counterpane 
of the bed. Then tiie counterpane was 
drawn by some invisible agency entirely 
off the bed, rolled up into a "heap, and 
laid four feet off upon the floor. W e 
then replaced the counterpane, and re­
quested it to be thrown upon a chair at 
the head of the bed. This was instantly 
done. W e repeated this experiment some 
six or eight times. A chair cushion, 
placed upon the foot of the bed, was re­
peatedly thrown upon th e ’ chair which 
stood at the head, or upon the floor. W e 
next placed a book upon the bed, and 
asked the spirits to open it. T his was 
also done on the instant, and was repeat­
ed several times, the leaves rustling as if 
turned by the thumb. T he boi k was 
then thrown from the bed, and lodged on 
the bureau, some five feet distant. It 
was then hurled, a t our request, so vio­
lently against the door, that if the latter 
had been made of plate glass, the book 
would have gone through it.

Our next experiment was with a palm 
leaf fan. W e  placed the fan upon the 
bed, and desired the spirits to fan us. 

•The fun was immediately raised up, 
brought close to our fuccs, and moved 
rapidly up and down, as if  wielded by a 
strong arm. T his experiment we tried 
twice. A chair which we laid upon the 
bed, was twice set down upon the floor. 
W e next put a  broom in the same place, 
and asked the spirits to touch or strike us 
with it. T hey chose to do the latter. 
They smote us in right down earnest, strik­
ing us over the head and shoulders till 
we had enough of it. W o then desired 
them to come into immediate contact with 
us—to touch orjrtrike us with their hands, 
if  they had any. W e all sat a few mo­
ments, holding each other by the hand, 
and then the blows came, much to ,o u r



5 2 T H E  S P I R I T  W O R L D - .

gratification and delight. They fell npon 
our backs and shoulders, and seemed 
something like those which might be 
made with an ordinary handkerchief, held 
at the four comers. This last was the 
crowning experiment. It was more than 
we expected to get, although the spirits 
had promised it months before.

Now, Mr. Editor, I solemnly assure 
you and yoor readers that the above is 
nothing more than a very brief statement 
of facts, in the order in which they oc­
curred. Although there was but a dim 
twilight in the room, yet it was sufficient­
ly light to see the outlines of material 
forms. W e saw the bed more distinctly 
than any other object, it being white. 
We saw each other; we saw the fan, the 
broom, the book; and there is not the 
least possible chance for mistake or de­
ception.'' And more than all, the four 
persons present know each other to be 
truthful and sincere, and indisposed to, as 
well as incapable of, performing any sort 
of trick in legerdemain. I). JB. H.

[From tiie Newburyport Union.] 
SPIRITUAL. DEMONSTRATIONS.

Being in Boston a short time since, I 
called on Mrs. Cooper, a ‘ Medium’ so 
called, of spiritual manifestations. I will 
now describe the things seen and heard.

I first examined the room; then the 
furniture; then the centre table in par­
ticular, surveying it all over, unscrewing 
the top, moving the cover, &c., to be as­
sured of no deception. (It will be seen 
from this, that I went in a spirit of some 
incredulity.) I then took my seat by the 
table. I asked for the spirit of a deceas­
ed friend, very near to me in affection. I 
received a response in the usual way. 
The alphabet was called for, and this 
phrase was spelled, “ Glad to see you.”
I asked if it watched over u s ; there was 
an affirmative reply.

I asked if it loved a little sissie named 
for it—the reply was prompt, and the ta­
ble itself, with no one near it, moved tow­
ards me, and fell over sideways into my 
lap. The alphabet was called, and spell­
ed the following phrase, “ Kiss her for 
me.”

I then asked very many questions, all 
of which were answered promptly, and 
always correctly. I then asked a series 
of questions mentally, that is, thought 
them in my mind, and allowed another 
person to write the answer made, by the 
selecting of the alphabet; I then put my 
question in writing, gave it to a thud per­
son, who compared it with the answer re­
ceived by the second person to my men­
tal question, and the answer was perfect. 
This course of testing the reliability of 
the answers to mental questions, absolute­
ly prevented all collusion or mistake.

I was some two hours nearly in asking 
and receiving answers to my questions.
I asked if  such manifestations would 
soon become general, and the response 
was—“ Yes.”

Prom some cause, the responses to my 
questions were uncommonly prompt. I 
asked mentally for a token, to preserve, 
of this visit—that the first word of her 
name should be written ? No answer.—
I asked, can you write it? No answer.

Will you try ? A prompt response in the 
affirmative. I then took a card from the 
table, one among a pack of business 
cards, placed it in a book, with a peueil t 
the whole was then gently, yet firmly 
pressed against the under side of the 
leaf; I waited a moment or two, while 
there was a constant vibration seemed to 
indicate that the thing was being done. 
I asked, still mentally, that when the 
writing should be completed, there might 
be fUir audible raps; in three minutes 
and a half they were heard, and on mov­
ing the book in which the card lay, I  

found, to my utter amazement, her fr s t  
name, “ Sarah” written in her oim hand 
writing, such as she used before her de­
cease ! That token I still preserve. All 
sceptics will please inform me what agen­
cy used that pencil, and wrote that name, 
when not one in the room knew her name, 
or who my friend teas, the while, also; 
the book was pressed firmly against the 
table, to the certain knowledge of my 
senses! I hope this question may be 
solved satisfactorily, either by science or 
ridicule. G. W . S.

Thus* far our correspondent, a man 
whom we have known well in various re­
lations of life, and in whose truthfulness 
and earnestness of purpose we have had 
great reason to feel entire confidence, in 
which many in this comunity will share. 
VVe say this explicitly; for we have con­
versed with him freely since the letter 
was written, and obtained such additional 
statements, as to the particulars of this 
case as scarcely to permit its being ex­
plained in any way, save by the extreme 
hypothesis of gross and deliberate false­
hood on his part.

For observe these points as to the last 
remarkable narrative in the letter.

1. The test was wholly a new one, 
devised by our informant, so that no de­
ception could have been prepared.

2. The request was made only men­
tally, and no one knew what was wished 
for.

3. No one knew the name of the per­
son written.

4. The book containing the card and 
pencil was held firmly against the under 
side of the table, by the hand of the “me­
dium,” our cor espondent’s hand covering 
hers, so as to render it mechanically im­
possible for her to have written a stroke 
without discovery. Nor could the book 
have been transferred to any one else 
without immediate detection.

5. The handwriting on the card was 
peculiar. Two of the letters, at least, we 
can pronounce from inspection, to be form­
ed in a manner that not one in five hun­
dred would be likely to employ; and our 
correspondent declares these to corres­
pond in a marked manner with the hand­
writing of the person named.

W e leave the case here for the pres­
ent ; half a dozen minor criticisms readi­
ly occur to us, but nothing which can 
touch these five points, points which will, 
we are confident, commend his case to 
those accustomed to weigh evidence, 
as being the most impressive and une­
quivocal whch has yet appeared in print. 
W e are perfectly satisfied that any man 
to whom thpse events had happened would

become at cnce a firm believer; the con­
trary is scarcely possible; and now the 
question involves only this added step— 
can, or can we not attribute a deliberate 
deception of our friend, Dr. G. W . Skin­
ner ? W e see no escape short of that.

T h e  I n t e r n a l  H e a t  o f  t h e  E a r t h . 
—Although at the surface the tempera­
ture of the earth is solely dependent upon 
the radiating powers of the sun, yet it is 
found that it contains within itself a 
source of heat, which, in ages excessive­
ly remote, must have retained the gen­
eral mass of constituents of the mineral 
globe in igneous liquification. In fact, 
if we dig below the surface of the earth, 
we arrive, at the depth of about forty feet, 
at a layer of which the temperature is in 
winter and in summer exactly the same. 
It is termed the stratum of invariable 
temperature, and is in general, of the mean 
temperature of the place; that is, the 
temperature of the surface falls in win­
ter as much below that of the invariable 
stratum, as in summer it is raised above 
it by the excessive action of the solar 
rays. The heat of the sun falling upon 
the surface, is transmitted inward in vir­
tue of the conducting power of the 
ground; and thus, each summer, a thin 
layer of elevated temperature moves in­
ward, those of successive summers being 
separated from each other by the inter­
vening colder shell, which marks the pe­
riod of diminished heat in winter, until 
they mix aud confound themselves in the 
layer ol constant temperature, below 
which the influence of the sun is felt no 
more. But, on descending beyond this 
depth, the temperature steadily increases, 
and, although subject to irregularities 
consequent on the different conducting 
powers of the rocks of different countries, 
the augmentation is in general about one 
degree for every forty-two feet, or about 
120 degrees for every mile. At a depth 
of two miles, therefore, water could not 
exist as a liquid, owing to the great 
pressure to which- it would be subjected; 
at four miles’ depth tin and bismuth would 
naturally be liquid; and at five miles, lead. 
At a depth of thirty miles the tempera­
ture would be so high as to melt iron; 
and still more easily, almost without ex­
ception, the rocks which constitute the 
solid earth which we inhabit. The cen­
tral heat, therefore, although insensible at 
the surface, is still, there is every reason 
to believe, in violent activity at a small 
depth below: we live upon a pellicle of 
solid crystalline rocks, with which the 
melted mass has become skinned over, 
and which extends to'l-140th of the dis­
tance to the centre. Hence we can well 
imagine, that in many places where ori­
fices or cracks in this solid crust might 
form, violent manifestations of the inter­
nal fire should be produced, and the mag­
nificent phenomena of volcanoes and 
eartltquakes should arise.

The last best Iruit which comes to late 
perfection, even in the kindliest soul, is 
tenderness toward the hard, forbearance 
toward the unforbearing, warmth of heart 
toward the cold, philanthropy toward the 
misanthropic.
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E DI T ORI AL.___
BOSTON, SATURDAY, FEB. 15, 1851.

INCIDENTS.
In the constant habit, from day to day, of 

witnessing the interviews which take place 
between mortals nnd what purports to bo 
their guardian spirits, as might be expected, 
we notice developements of many singular 
things. It is quite common to see people 
weeping in the circles, and sometimes over­
whelmed with emotion. At other times 
they laugh, and others become perplexed 
and know not what to think.

One man asked the spirit of his father 
where he, the son, lived The father an­
swered, “You live in the body.”

Another asked for the spirit of his moth­
er, who is alive. A spirit answered. The 
youth remarked on what hud occurred. 
But the spirit, purporting to be that of his 
father, said : “ You have got justice, in ask­
ing here for one that is living with you.”

Another man, after conversing with the 
spirit of his sister, asked for his mother, 
who had not yet entered the spirit world. 
His sister exposed him instantly, by saying, 
“ Your sister is here to respond to you! 
Why do you call for your mother, who is 
living with you !”

At one time, three gentlemen asked to 
witness some physical demonstrations; and 
to be Bure of no human agency, one held 
Mrs. Cooper’s hands, the second held her 
feet, and they then asked to have the table, 
around which they were seated, upset.— 
The spirits signified their willingness to 
gratify them, when the third man bowed 
down to look under the table, just in time 
for the spirits to turn the table over against 
his head ! It proved a kind of spiritual 
“rap” which was not anticipated.

Within the last six weeks, some five or 
six manifestations have been {made, affirm 
ing that the persons whose spirits purport­
ed to be speaking, were murdered. The 
time, and place, and manner of the mur­
ders have been designated, as well as some 
of the parties said to be implicated.

A gentleman was here, not long since, 
from Connecticut, nnd a spirit purporting 
to be that of his father, said to him as fol­
lows : “My death was unnatural, and de­
signedly caused by poison. Soon after I 
left the external body, 1 impressed your 
mind with the suspicion of what I now tell 
you; and you suspected the right person (a 
woman) who did it. That woman also 
caused the death of her own husband. But 
I am now happy. I do not ask for ven- 
gennee on my murderer. We (spirits) pro­
gress in goodness and truth, and rejoice to 
see you progressing also. We approve the 
views you now take of man’s future state.”

It is always pleasant nnd very agreeable 
to me, to witness the manifestations made 
by spirits; blit,generally, I nm not present 
at the regular sittings. Indeed, quite often, 
at these times, I am not in the house, so 
that it ennnot be said that I have any influ­
ence on the company who hear the sounds. 
And yet I have seen a report published (in 
the Liberator, and quoted into the Investi­
gator,) of wards put into my mouth, which 
1 never uttered, nnd of things which it is 
said 1 did, when 1 was not in the house at 
the lime alleged.

Some “ Representatives,” (members of 
the General Court of this State, now in 
session in this city,) in conversation with 
one of the Ilutcllinson Family, about these 
things, asked how it could be that the 
“spirit” of one so distinguished as “ Dr. 
-------- " was, in this world, should conde­
scend to hold converse with mortals. “O,” 
said Jesse, “it is not the great man himself; 
it is done by his Representatives, as you 
know the Representative is never so high 
as those by whom they are sen t!”

Incidents often occur, at the sittings, 
which are well calculated to try the pa­
tience of all who witness them. Two 
young men trifled in view of the tears shed 
by a sister, who was holding converse with 
her guardian spirit. On noticing what was 
going on, the spirits spelled out, “Those 
two men may go away.” The young men 
asked the reasons for their being orde/ed out 
of the circle. The spirits answered, “ Go 
home, nnd study good manners.” The 
young men then asked, “ Who are the spir­
its that make these communications to us ?” 
The answer, by the alphabet, was, “ It is 
none of your business."

A young lady, dressed in deep mourning, 
on taking her seat in the circle, manifested 
a very doubtful state of mind in regard to 
what was going on. When it came her 
turn to be addressed by the spirits, the fol­
lowing was spelled out to h e r : “My dear 
-------- , do not repel me.”

Indeed all the manifestations we have 
ever witnessed from the spirit world, have 
seemed to speak this language: “ We love 
you—coine to bless you—do not repel us.” 
A man, at one of the sittings, manifested a 
great want of candor, and then asked : 
“ Have I any guardian spirits?” The al­
phabet was called for, und the spirits re­
plied : “All arc your guardian spirits whom 
you do not repel.”

At the same sitting a lady had the fol­
lowing spelled out to her: “ You have nine 
children present.” The lady was much 
surprised, and acknowledged this to be 
tru e ; “but,” said she, “ ’tis all done by 
magnetism.” It so happened that just 
then, Mrs. Cooper's little babe, in the 
chamber above, cried, and Mrs. C. left, for
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a moment, to see to it. The Indy took that 
opportunity, in Mrs. Cooper's absence, to 
assure the company present, that “ it was 
all done by magnetism ; for,” said she, 
“don't you see that the medium has gone 
out to get another charge of it ?”

Mistakes have, no doubt, been often laid 
to the spirits, which belonged to mortals. 
At one of the sittings a German was pres­
ent, who put his questions and received ap­
propriate answers in his own vernacular 
tongue. lie  asked the spirit, purporting 
to be his mother, to spell nut some­
thing to him, in German. The spirit com­
plied. But, on examining what seemed to 
bo one word, (as the letters had been writ­
ten continuously together,) it could not be 
understood. Well, the spirit spelled it 
again, in German, and in precisely the same 
way ! Still the son shook his head, and 
could not understand it._ He concluded 
that it “was mistake.” The company con­
tinued the sitting, and after about five min­
utes, as if the thought had been suggested 
to him from without, he looked again at 
the writing, and by placing his pencil on 
certain letters in the words, he perceived 
that what he had taken for one word, was 
in fact, three words, which could not well 
be expressed in English, but, as near as he 
could render them, it would read, “Intense 
spirit love.”

I asked an attending angel to write some­
thing in my memorandum book. Write, 
said I, your name, or mine, or what you 
most desire to write. On placing my book in 
rapport with the medium, the word “ L ove” 
was written on one of the blank pages.

T he  S igns of t h e  T i m e s : Comprising 
a History of the Spirit Rappings in Cin* 
cinnati and other places. With notes of 
Clairvoyant Revealments,by William T. 
Coggeshall. Cincinnati : Bagley &
Freeman. 1851. ]2mo. pp. 144.
The author of this little book is connect­

ed with the daily press in the Queen City, 
and is well known, not only as an inde- 

’ pendent thinker, but as a vigorous and 
forcible writer. In J845 he became deep­
ly interested in the subject of Pathetism, 
which, as he avers, prepared his mind for 
investigating the wonderful developments 
which have recently been known under the 
name used in his title page.

This book is interesting, showing, ns it 
does, the fulfilment of the general pr o m ise , 
that these spiritual manifestations should 
in due lime be made all over the country. 
And it is cheering to notico that, as they 
spread, they are attracting the most intelli­
gent minds to their reception.

The term, “spirit rappings," we hope, 
will soon be wholly superceded by one more 
appropriate, as there are terms enough now 
in use, certainly, far more expressive.
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T h e  L ig h t  I ncreasing__Letters from
Killinglv, Conn., Blackstone, Mass., North 
Scituate, R. I., Utica and Waterford, N. Y., 
give us cheering accounts of spiritual man- 
ifostations, made by audible sounds, in each 
of those places.

T he  L aws o r  A ssociation, in the new 
Form and Order o f  Society, is to be the 
subject of Mr. W. M. Fernald’s discourse, 
to-morrow afternoon, in Washingtonian 
Hall.

M ore B ack N cmbers W a s t e d .—We 
find ourselves falling short in the back 
numbers of the second volume. Those 
having No. 4 of “The Spirit World,” to 
spare, will oblige us very much by return­
ing it to this office. (2\v)

W anted !—Nos. 18,10, and 20 of 
first volume, Spiritual Philosopher. Send 
them to A. Smith, Troy, N. Y.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

Springfield, Feb. 10, 1851.
Dear Sunderland,—II. C. Gordon is 

again in town; and spiritual manifesta­
tions, through him, have re-commenced. 
Yesterday, according to previous promise 
by the spirits, he was thrown into a state 
of deep trance, in which he is to remain 
three days! i lnve just come from his 
room, where 1 was directed by the heav­
enly messengers to write this article for 
three papers, (and yours in particular,) 
whose readers conld somewhat appreciate 
the scenes, I will now attempt to de­
scribe :

In the circle, on Saturday evening, 
while Mr. Gordon was in a trance, this 
t r a n c e  was predicted by the spirits.— 
Four persons were designated—one of 
them a physician—who were to be pres­
ent when he was to be thrown into the 
trance. Ample directions were also given 
with regard to admitting persons to his 
room, the temperature of the room, &c. 
His temples were to be bathed occasion­
ally, and his mouth and throat wet with 
water, but no sustenance whatever was to 
be given him. Most of tho time his ani­
mal functions seem almost entirely sus­
pended. He, however, occasionally par­
tially revives, and utters a feV words ex­
pressive of his exstatic joy, some of which 
are as follows, confirmed by the rappings 
about his person:

“Countless millions of spirits arc pass­
ing through the shafts of light from 
above.” “The light of heaven is dawn­
ing upon the inhabitants of earth.” “The 
day is fast approaching when the lion and 
lamb shall lie down together; when there 
will be peace, happiness, and harmony.” 
“These lights which are 6den are to fill 
us with love.” “Man cannot conceive, 
earth has no conception of the spirit 
world." “ Heavenly messengers reveal 
things which were prophccied.” “Angels 
are now our companions.” “Heaven’s 
gates are now open, and the sunlight of 
glory dawns upon the soul,” &c.

In examining his person I observed tho< 
print of a man’s arm and hand on one of 
the sheets of his bed ! And also several 
sentences written, as well as characters 
which I did not understand. There was 
also written oil his shirt bosom, “Lore 
God." His attendants all declare that 
they do not know by whom or when these 
things were done ! I will write you more 
respecting this case, when I shall have 
seen the end of it.

Thine ns ever,
R ufus E lmer.

P. S.—It is proper to add that 1 have 
no possible selfish interest to serve by 
relating these facta; and thc only reward 
I expect is the odium and obloquy which 
is always attached to those who have 
the temerity to proclaim new and unpop­
ular truths. R. E.

Penn Yan, N. Y„ Jan. 20th, 1851.
Mr. Sunderland,—“ I am not ashamed 

of thc Gospel of Jesus Ch r i s t f o r  I 
have long been impressed with the con­
fident belief, that it is founded on princi­
ples established in the nature of things; 
and that, sooner or later, it would be dem­
onstrated “ with power” to the minds of 
all, portraying a future happy existence 
to man,—progressing in Love, in Power, 
and in W isdorn, being “ taught of God,” 
and moving in harmony with His laws as 
their governing power, throughout the 
duration of a blissful immortality.

Within-a year, I have had the unspeak- 
nble joy of witnessing demonstrations 
corroborating and continuing this belief, 
such as I never expected to behold in the 
flesh.

“ The day-spring from on high hath 
visited us.” An infant child has become 
the medium of communication from the 
spirit world, and, during the interview, 
beams of light are seen radiating from 
the infant as it lies in the chair.

I have had the privilege, the high de­
light, of receiving communications from 
my departed relatives in the spirit 
spheres, through some truthful and gifted 
mediums, and recently from Mrs. Tainlm, 
of Auburn, whose name is already before 
your readers.

I regard those communications as the 
clearest demonstrations of Truth and 
Love; and for the purpose of illustrating 
the order in which our departed friends 
open the spiritual intercourse, I will 
copy the first three manifestations of the 
continued remembrance and love, of 
three, among others, beloved sisters, in 
their spirit Home.

1st. “ My Brother,—I rejoice to find 
you a believer in this spiritual intercourse. 
It is a source of deep interest and gratifi­
cation in having the privilege of speaking 
to you.”

2nd. “ My Dear Brother,—Believe 
that it is your dear sister Harriet that 
talks with you. I love to see you happy. 
I love to linger around you—I mean my 
brother and family. I love to see you in­
vestigating these spiritual manifestations. 
1 would often manifest myself to you at 
your own house. You want a medium; 
they are worth seeking after.

“ My Dear Brother,—I am perfectly 
happy; would not come back if I could.

N o! no! O. if I could describe to you 
the joy of this happy sphere in which I 
dwell; all love, all harmony, all peace! 
She remembers her little girl; she griev­
ed when she left her, but she grieves no 
more. Wants her mother to be kind to 
her; she knows she is, [smiles when she 
says so.] Her love is not diminished for. 
her child.”

3d. She says Sister Caroline wishes 
to speak. She says, “ Harriet has express­
ed her feelings. She would like to say 
some things about her child. She still 
lias a mother's care over that dear child. 
She regretted to leave her child in this 
unfriendly world. She has no desire to 
return back to live in the flesh. She 
picks up a little wreath of roses, and she 
says she would like to place it on its little 
brow.”

These communications will serve, al­
so, to indicate the dawning of Light and 
Truth in this quarter of the Lord’s vine­
yard, and that you have fri nds that 
would be happy to see you here.

Yours in the Truth that makes free,
II. Barden.

Ripley, Ohio, Jan. 8th, 1851.
Dear Sir,—I have seen a few numbers 

of your paper, and discover that yoti 
are earnestly engaged in investigat­
ing that most remarkable phenomenon of 
the age, “ The Mysterious Rappings.”
I am “ in a straight,” not having sufficient 
evidence to produce thorough conviction, 
in my mind, that it is the work of disem­
bodied spirits ; and yet, too much, to be 
entirely skeptical. It has been called 
humbug. Yet it has stood the test of the 
closest scrutiny and investigation, for 
more than three years. Committees of 
scientific men and intelligent women have 
been raised, for the express purpose of 
detecting and exposing the fraud, and 
they have signally failed. It has been 
ridiculed by the public press, and anathe­
matized by the clergy; individual charac­
ter has been traduced, and, indeed, noth­
ing has been left unturned to put down 
the “ knockings and yet, they appear to 
continue unawed and undeterred, by the 
“ wisdom of this world.” Is it, can it be, 
a delusion, fraud, or humbug? .Could 
such men os Greely, Ripley, Bancroft, 
Cooper, and Griswold, be successfully 
imposed upon by a few unpretending 
women ? It looks very improbable. If 
it is a fraud, it is, to say the least of it, a 
very ingenious one. But should it prove 
to be wliat it purports to be, then, indeed, 
has a new and glorious era dawned on 
our dark and benighted world. Man’s 
immortality is tangibly demonstrated, and 
the thick darkness which has, heretofore, 
environed him, will soon be dispelled by 
the ushering in of light from the eternal 
world. If true, how unspeakably important 
that the world of mankind should, as soon 
as possible, become convinced of the fact! 
Let us have light,—facts on facts. These 
manifestations are so new, so startling, 
and so contrary to oil our pre-conceivod 
notions, and our experience, that no ordi­
nary amount of evidence will resolve 
the doubts of honest men. W e may give 
a kind of passive credence lo the testimo­
ny of men of probity, yet I doubt wheth-

&
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er we can ever realize the facts, without 
first having them demonstated to our out­
ward senses.

Yours very respectfully,
A l e x a n d e r  C a m p b e l l .

Greensborough la .. l i t  month. 23d, 1S51.
Esteemed LaRoy Sunderland,—I have 

been much pleased, and I believe, benefit- 
ted in reading the “ Spiritual Philoso­
pher,” and “ Spirit World.” Not only the 
manifestations from the beloved spirits, 
but thy Philosophy of the Spirit laud, are 
very agreeable to me.
Spirits beloved—I love you as well ns the 

spirits who are yet in their earthly bodies. 
I should be very glad to have a message, 
or audible communication from some of 
the truthful and good in the spirit world, 
but I must endeavor to wait with patience.

Friend Sunderland—Perhaps the belov­
ed spirits who communicate with thee 
and others that I read of, do not know 
anything about me, or else have no prop­
er medium through which to communi­
cate with me. I do not know how it is.

As to my own guardian spirits, perhaps 
they have not a proper medium to com­
municate audibly through, or I may not 
be prepared for i t ; or possibly they do 
not understand how to do it, but I would 
like to hear them. I am about sixty-four 
years old, and was raised a member of the 
society of Friends, strictly according to 
the doctrines and views of that sect. But 
about twelve years ago, I took to thinking 
for myself, and I have been progressing 
ever since that time. 1 now believe that 
the divine nature embodied in the consti­
tution of man, ultimately will prevail, if 
not while in these mortal bodies, I think 
it will in the spirit world, and all man­
kind will eventually be happy.

I have happily been disowned lately by 
the society of “ Anti-slavery Friends,” 
not for disunity, or anything immoral, but 
for my opinions only; for a disbelief in 
the miraculous conception of Jesus, and 
his attonement for the sins of the world, 
by the offering up of his body ; and for 
believing a considerable portion of the 
Bible to be untrue. I think they disown­
ed me for a good thing. I do not 
blame them while they believe as they do. 
How could they do otherwise ?

I am a Congregational Friend. I am 
unlearned. I do not know how to punc- 

[ tuate, and hardly know how to spell right.
Often I have to apply to the dictionary 

; when I am writing.
| S eth  W in s h a w .

Cak e  o f  t h e  E t e s .—Looking into the 
fire is very injurious to the eyes, particu­
larly a coal fire. The stimulus of light 
and heat soon destroy the eyes. Reading 
in twilight is very injurious to the eyes, 
as they are obliged to make great exer­
tion. Reading or sewing with a side 
light injures the eyes, as both should be 
exposed to an equal degree of light. The 
reason is, the sympathy between the eyes 
is so great, that if the pupil of one is di­
lated by being kept partially in the shade, 
the one most exposed cannot contract it­
self sufficiently for protection, and will 
ultimately be injured.

S -------------------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS.
S C I E N C E ,  E D U C A T I O N ,  H E A L T H .

f Origiiial.l 
G O D.

All around us, everywhere,
On the ocean, in the ah-,
Fields, and where the forests nod, 
Stand the witnesses of God.

Orbs of everlasting light,
Blazing on the brow of night,
His eternal glories hymn 
Where the doubter’s eye grows dim.

Every single wild-wood flower, 
Blooming only for an hour,
E\ery tree and every leaf 
Speaks rebuke to unbelief.

Nature, listening to the doubt,
"Wakes the planets with her shout; 
Houses, and with heart and soul, 
Thunders God from pole to pole.

G. T.
Dedham, Mass., Jan. 1851.

H O W  COAIi AVAS M A D E .

Geology has proved that, at one period, 
there existed an enormously abundant 
land vegetation, the ruins of rubbish 
which, carried into seas, and there sunk 
to the bottom, and afterward, covered 
over by sand and mud-beds, became the 
substance which we now recognize as 
coal. This was a natural transaction of 
vast consequence to us, seeing how much 
utility we find in coal, both for warming 
our dwellings and for various manufac­
tures, as well as the production of steam, 
by which so great a mechanical power is 
generated. It may naturally excite sur­
prise, that the vegetable remains should 
have so completely changed their appa­
rent character, and become black. But 
this can be explained by chemistry ; and 
part of the marvel becomes clear to the 
simplest understanding, when we recall 
the familiar fact, that damp hay, thrown 
closely into a heap, gives out heat, and 
becomes of a darker color. When a veg­
etable mass is excluded from the air, and 
subjected to great pressure, a bituminous 
fermentation is produced, and the result 
is the mineral coal, which is of various 
characters, according as the mass has 
been originally intermingled with sand, 
clay, or other earthly impurities.

On account of the change effected by 
mineralization, it is difficult to detect in 
coal the traces of a vegetable structure; 
but these can be made clear in all, ex­
cept the highly bituminous caking coal, 
by cutting or polishing jit down into thin 
transparent slices, when the microscope 
shows the fibres and cells very plainly.

From distinct isolated specimens found 
in the sandstones amidst the coal beds, 
we discover the nature of the plants of 
this era. They are almost all of a sim­
ple cellular structure, and such as exist 
with us in small forms, (horse tails, club 
mosses, and ferns,) but advanced to an 
enormous magnitude. The species are

are all long since extinct. The vegeta­
tion generally is such ns now grows in 
clusters of tropical islands; but it must 
have been the result of a high tempera­
ture obtained otherwise than that of the 
tropical regions now is, for the coal strata, 
are found in the temperate, and even the 
polar regions.

The conclusion, therefore, to which 
most geologists have arrived, is that ttie 
earth, originally an incandescent or 
highly heated mass, was gradually cooled 
down, until in the carboniferous period, 
it fostered a growth of terrestrial vegeta­
tion all over its surface, to which the ex­
isting jungles of the tropics are mere 
barrenness in comparison. This high 
and uniform temperature, combined .with 
a greater proportion of carbonic acid gas 
in the manufacture, would not only sus­
tain a gigantic and prolific vegetation, 
but would also create denser vapors, 
showers and rains; and these again gi» 
ganiic rivers, periodical inundations, and 
deltas. Thus all the conditions for ex­
tensive deposits of wood in estuaries 
would arise from this high temperature; 
and every circumstance connected with 
the coal measures, points to such condi­
tions,”—Chambers’ Miscellany.

P R O G R E S S IO N .
The condition and moral aspects of 

the world, as the great theatre of action, 
developing the character and conduct of 
men, is a theme of abiding interest. In 
the October number of the Biblical Re­
pository, Rev. Mr. Barnes closes an arti­
cle in the following language, written in 
a strain, in which it is not common to 
hear clergymen talk:—

“ Our last thought is, that the world is 
growing better than it was. It is better 
than it was in the times when Greece 
and Romo flourished ; than it was in the 
times of the Christian fathers; than it 
was when Councils were held at Carth­
age, at Nice, at Clermont; than it was in 
the times of Elizabeth or James ; than it 
was in the days of the Pilgrims; than it 
was a quarter of a century ago. There 
are those who do not believe this; and 
there is a class of orators and writers— 
usually old men—who are always endeav­
oring to prove that things or growing 
worse. This kind of argument and 
gloomy foreboding we always expect to 
find among those who are too indolent to 
keep up with the march of the world; 
among those who are covetous of a wan­
ing spiritual power; among those who, 
by neglecting to improve themselves, 
have lost their influence, and who see 
others gaining the ascendency; and often 
among those who have advanced far in 
the journey of life. The belief that the 
world is growing worse, is frequently 
among the first indications of approach­
ing age, and it is one of the sadnesses of 
that condition of life, that they who are 
becoming old, see" around them only evi­
dence of deterioration and decay, and 
that their minds are embittered, by con­
trasting those evidences of decav with 
the brighter things which the world pos­
sessed when they were young. We would 
have every man adopt-it as a settled truth 
to be adhered to all along his journey of

.  ^
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life ; in all times of change, and disap- i ago, since which time we hare frequently 
pointment, and sorrow: when the sun seen the boy, and the dog, his noble de- 
shines, and when clouds come over the { liverer.
d r ;  when in the herday of youth, the ! We have alluded to this subject, and 
soberness of middle We, and w hen the j to the facts above stated, that owners of 
shades begin to lengthen ; when he goes valuable dogs may look to their security, 
forth from college halls on the voyage of j A gentleman of our acquaintance had a 
Ide, and when nearest its close he looks J dog killed, a few nights since, which he 
back over the career which he has run ; I considered a heavy loss. It was & watch 
in the church, or in the state, in reference I dog, and for years had been the only
to our own country, and in reference to 
all lands, that the world is growing bet­
ter—that our own country is making ad­
vances—that the church is increasing in 
numbers, in purity, and in knowledge, 
and that there is sure and steady progress 
toward the universal triumph of Christi­
anity, and of cinl and religious liberty.”

SiGltlTT OF DOCS.

.We frequently meet with instances of 
the wonderful sagacity displayed by dogs 
in saving human life. We love a dog— 
that as, a noble, generous dog—one that 
loves h:s master and obeys hts will—not 
one of your snarling, crabbed, snapping 

• little curs that lives in parlors and sleeps 
on ottomans—those we can't abide. The 
history of dogs, if faithfully chronicled, 
would furnish achievements of valor and 
courage that many of their heroic destroy­
ers ought envy, but never reach. Nu­
merous instances are on record whore 
life has been saved by dogs, when all hu­
man aid proved fruitless. Recently two 
cases hare occurred—one in Massachu­
setts and the other at the South—where 
the preservation of human life was direct­
ly attributable to their well known saga­
city. Of our own knowledge, we recol­
lect a circumstance at Oswego, in this 
State, a few years since, where life was 
saved by a dog. A little boy, five years 
of age, playing on the dock near the low­
er steamboat landing, was observed by a 
gentlemen standing on the government 
pier, to tail into the basin. Immediately, 
noticing no one near the spot, the gentle­
man ran to the rescue of the child, and to 
reach the point he had to make a circuit­
ous route of nearly fitly rods. When he 
arrived at the dock, without hesitating a 
moment, he plunged in, and commenced 
a search for the body. After diving abont 
for a short time, his attention was arrested 
by«  loud splash in the water near him, 
and on looking up he discovered a large 
dog, who used every effort to divert his 
attention to the shore, towards which the 
dog kept continually going and return­
ing.

Not knowing what to make of the dog 
and his singular conduct, the gentleman 
was on the point of using harsh means to 
get rid of his troublesome companion, 
when he discovered the cause of the dog’s 
solicitude, and the object of his own—the 
body of the child—lying on the ground 
some six or eight feet from the water, ap­
parently lifeless. Soon as this discovery 
was made, the joy of the dog was dis­
played by every variety of antics known 
to the canine race—giving assurance, in 
the most positive manner, that to him the 
credit belonged of taking the child from 
the water. Immediate application of the 
usual restoratives brought the child to 
life , This incident occurred five years

watchman in an extensive manufactory 
’ up town. Said the gentleman, “no thieves 
could break through and steal,” where old 
Roman was. He thought of seeking re­
dress by an appeal to law, but we pointed 
out the utter hopelessness of such an at­
tempt, and advised that inasmuch as there 
was a pound for cattle and swine, regu­
lated by law, it would be equally proper 
to build & kennel for dogs, at the public 
expense. Why not ?—.V. 1'. Sun.

ar.T. FOR THE BEST.
Things seem to say one thing, and say 

the reverse. The appearance is immor­
al ; the result is moral. Things seem to 
tend downward, to justify despondency, 
to promote rogues, to defeat the ju s t; and 
by knaves, as by martyrs, the just cause 
is carried forward. Although knaves win 
in every political struggle, although soci­
ety seems to be delivered over from the 
hands of one set of criminals into the 
hands of another set of criminals, as fast 
as the government is changed, and the 
march of civilization is a train of felonies, 
yet general ends are somehow answered. 
We see now, events forced on, which 
seem to retard or retrograde the civility 
of ages. But the world-spirit is a good 
swimmer, and storms and waves canuot 
drown him. He snaps his fingers at 
laws; and so-, throughout history, heaven 
seems to effect low and poor means.

Let a man look for the permanent in 
the mutable and fleeting; let him learn 
to bear the disappearance of things he 
was wont to reverence, without losing his 
reverence; let him learn that he is here, 
not to work, but to be worked upon; and 
that though abyss open under abyss, and 
opinion displace opinion, all are at last 
contained in the Eternal Cause.

“ I f  my bark  sink , ’tla to  another sea.’*

[Emerson.

grXGVl.AH. THAXCE.

- At the village of Farringdon, situated 
about nine miles from Bristol, on the road 
to Wells, a young woman, named Ann 
Cromer, the daughter of a master mason, 
now lies in a complete state of catalepsy, 
in which extraordinary trance-like condi­
tion, should she survive till next Novem­
ber, she will have been for no less than 
thirteen years. During the whole of this 
extended period she has not partaken of 
any solid food, and the vital principle has 
only been sustained by the mechanical 
administration of fluids. Although of 
course reduced to a most perfect skeleton, 
her countenance bears a very placid ex­
pression. Her respiration is perceptible, 
her hands warm, and she has some indi­
cation of existent consciousness. Upon 
one occasion, when asked if suffering 
from pain, to squeeze the hand of her mo-

. ther, placed in hers for that purpose, a 
I slight pressure, the mother avers, was 
I plainly distinguishable; and frequently, 

when suffering from cramp, she has been 
heard to make slight moans. About six- 

j teen weeks after the commencement of 
her tranee, she was seized with lockjaw, 
which occasions great difficulty in afford­
ing her nourishment. The unfortunate 
young woman is twenty-five years of age, 
and has been visited by a great number 
of medical gentlemen, who, however, hold 
out no hopes of her ultimate recovery.— 
London 'l'imcs.
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