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RELIABILITT OP SPIRITS.

A Circle formed for obtaining responses
from the Spirit World, met at the house
of Mr. LaRoy Sunderland, No. 28 Elliot
Street, Boston, (Mrs. Cooper, his daugh-
ter, present as the medium,) Sunday eve-
ning, January 19, 1851. The following
commcmcatiox was made by audible
sounds, in answer to questions addressed
to the spirit of Dr. \Vllliam Ellery Chan-
ning. The subscribers were present, and
heird the sounds, made by what purported
to be the spirit of Dr. William E. Chan-
ning, affirming and approving the follow-
ing communication, and whose venerable
spirit, we have reasons for believing, has
been present with us at several previous
sittings.

Wat. M. FEm ui,
T homas Raixei,
J. H. W. T oohst,
Moses Babcock,
Daniel Sargent.

COMMUNICATION.

BOSTON, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1S51.

purposes,) from spirits with whom no re-
lation could be shown to exist, and in this
way discordant responses may have come
from spirits purporting to be those of
George Washington, Gen. Jackson, Pres-
ident Taylor, and the “apostles” St. Paul,
St. Luke, and St. John. For spirits who
have not progressed very far may be at-
tracted by congenial spiritual affinities
in the human world, to appear, or to re-
spond in borrowed names, the same as
multitudes of mortals are in the constant
habit of doing, who appear in characters
which, do not belong to them.

ID. That spirits, themselves, never
designedly deceive mortals, when invoked
according to their true relations; but
nevertheless, mortals are liable to be de-
ceived, especially in respect to the per-
sonality of spirits, between whom and
themselves no relition, either conjugal,
parental, frttemil, or filial, can be shown
to exist. This may come to pass:

1. When the medium is loir, either as
to goodness or knowedgt. or both.

2. When the acthoritt under which
the medium acts, is also low. This au-
thoritt constitutes what is meant by
the “relation which the medium sustains
to the Spirit World.” Thatis, when
the medium has no other authority for

l. That, to understand bow much re-acting as such, than what comes from

liance should be placed on audible re-
sponses from the Spirit World, the fol-
lowing constituent circumstances shonld
always be taken into the account:

I. The medium. 2. The mortals to
whom the communication is made. 3.
The spirits respond. 4. The rela-
tion existing between the Swrit W orid
and the medium; and 5. The relation
existing between the spirits responding
and the mortals to whom the communica-
tion is made.

IF. That relinb® responses are never
to be expected from spirits, between
whom and some one in the circle some
direct re1ation cannot be shown to ex-
ist. The authority under which mediums
act may be said to be parental, and, as it
is high or low, in respect to goo-Jncss and
knoicledge, so will the medium be attract-
ed and protected from discord and error.
Attd, for a want of this information, as to
the laws which govern audible responses
from the Spirit World, human beings
may have sought for responses (through
mediums wholly unauthorized for such

spirits that are low in the spheres of
knowledge or goodness. Persons who
are mediums may act as such, under the
advice of spirits who are children in re-
spect to intelligence. In such cases, if
information be sought through such me-
diums, (which must come from spheres
above that filled by the medium, or the
spirits under whose authority the medium
acts,) of course the answers may not be
reliable. For mediums art never reliable
for any purpose abort their spheres, or the
ArTHORIrT (so to speak.) from the Spirit
Ifarid, under which they act.
3. When the medium is low, or. which
is the same thiig, when the medium is
! surrounded mainly by mortals and spirits
who are low in the spheres of knowledge
or goodness, the responses through such

j mediums must correspond, and conse-

quently be more on less discordant. And
hence, should mortals who are above the
guardian spirits of the medium, in knowl-
edge, ask for information through such
mediums, they might not receive reliable
lanswers through them. In such cases,

NO. 5.

I no moral fault should necessarily attach
i to any one, as all parties to the circle
I might be perfectly honest, and, under the
circumstances, doing the best tint they
could do for acquiring a knowledge of the
truth.

Mediums may be compared to clergy-
men through whom the different religious
sects seek for theological knowledge.
Theological teachers are estimated ac-
cording to the spheres which they fill,

j Their attainments in know'edge an! good-
ness, or the source whmee they derive
their acthoritt, determines the reliabil-
ity of each. .11l mediums (spiritual and
sectarian,) art known, and estimated ac-
cording to their works.

It must be manifest, therefore, that
when these three circumstances meet in

| any one circle formed for hearing re-
sponses, discord may be the result:—
(1) A /otcmed.um. (2) Spirits that are
low in the plane of knowledge; and (3)

j human beings who correspond both with

the medium and with the spirits whom
the medium attracts. For, if human be-
ings were not very much on a level with
such mediums, they would never resort
to them for responses from the Spirit
World. If mortals understood the laws
which are concerned in all the manifes-
| tations from the Spirit World, they, of
course, would not seek for information
through low mediums, or where it could
1not be obtained. But when they do seek
1'it through mediums that not reliable, they

Verr in a similar way that all do who seek
for religious knowledge thr ugh the vari-

, 0as sectarian teachers; and they may be

| as really deceived.

V. The foregoing may be received as
e an answer (in put.) to queries that hive
j been put in respect to the di cordint
manifestations at Stratford. Conn, and
at Auburn, N. Y. For though it is not
true that responses from spirits are meet*
msarily reflections from the minds of mor-
] tals forming the circle, yet, where the
i medium, or the avthoriy under which
| the medium acts, is low. the consequence*

J will appear in the mamfestat ons.

The “Deni” existed in the theology of

; Dr. Phelps before Dr. P. had any mam-

| festatkms purporting to come from such a
personage. And the popolirnews of the

j “Apostles” existed in the theories of the

J parries who surrounded the medium. In

1 Auburn, X. Y-, through whom spirits re-



sponded purporting to be those of the
Apostles.  And those mediums being
low, or having no authority above them-
selves, to act ns mediums at all (beyond
their own family circle,) it is obvious that
reliable information could not be obtained
of the “Apostles” through such mediums,
and especially when they are questioned
by discordant mortals, who will receive
nothing but what is on a level with them-
selves. And thus those parties, being
ignorant of the laws which appertain
always to these manifestations, have been,
as a matter of course, misled by them.
But the laws of Association, Progression,
and Development, will bring all right in
the process of Time.

(From the Norfolk Democrat.].
SPIRITUAL.

My object in writing this communica-
tion at this time, and tor your paper, will
appear at the end of the chapter. About
four years ago public attention was first
called to what purported to be spiritual
manifestations, in the western part of the
State of New York. For a long time
this matter received but little, if any, se-
rious attention. Those through whom
the manifestations were made, were pro-
nounced imposters; and all who professed
a belief in them, fanatics or fools. But
there were a few who believed from the
first, and they knew that the terms “fa-
natic” and “fool” had often been applied
to men, in other days, for believing in
what the whole world would pronounce
men “fanatics” and “fools” for not believ
ing in at the present. They remembered
the fate of the first discoverers of the true
principles of astronomy; they remem-
bered the doom of Hervey; the ridicule
and derision that fell on the ears of Ful
ton. They remembered, too, a greater
than them all, to whom the world owes
an eternity of praise, and he, too, was
“fanatic.” Yes, Jesus, in the view of
those wonderfully wise men of his time
was nothing but a poor, deluded “fanatic.”
But how is it now ? That name, spoken
only with derision then, is breathed with
adoration to-day, by millions of intelli
gent men and women, and in more than a
hundred different languages. His birth
forms an epoch in the world’s history,
which stands by itselfalone. It was like
the concentrated light of a million suns
breaking on a world which had rolled
four thousand years in mental darkness
The great orb of day, as it rose that
morning, shedding its golden beams on
the hills and plains ot Judea, paled in
the presence of that clearer light which
shone from an humble shed in Beth-
lehem.

But notwithstanding all this, he was a
“fanatic.” No one, therefore, need' be
alarmed by the application of such epi-
thets.

But | have been imperceptibly drawn
away from the principal object of this
communication, which is to give you an
account of a recent meeting with the
spirits. Much has already been written
and published on this subject. It is at
present engaging the attention of some of
the best minds in the country, and the
most respectable and influential papers

are giving publicity to their investiga-
tions.

Last Saturday, in company with a friend
of mine and yours, of this town, | called
on Mr. Sunderland, at whose house, in
Boston, these manifestations are daily
witnessed, for the purpose of seeing and
learing for myself. It is but justice to
say here that every desirable opportunity
was afforded by Mr. S. and Mrs. Cooper,
a daughter of his, to detect and expose
the humbug, if itwas one. But, aside
from any other proof, the character of the
family is a sufficient guarantee against
anything of this kind.

One word about the company present
at this meeting. There were from a
dozen to fifteen men seated around a
large extension table; and just such look-
ing men as you, Mr. Editor, or any of
your readers, would trust any matter with,
involving either property, liberty, or life.
Just such a company of men as it does
one good to look at—sober, honest, and
intelligent. They were not there to be
deceived themselves; neither were they
there to deceive others.

Having said thus much by way of in-
troduction, I will now proceed to give
you a statement of some of the questions
and answers, as noted down during the
interview. One or more raps signifies an
affirmative, and silence a negative. A
continued succession ofraps is an indica-
tion that the alphabet is wanted, which,
beings called over, a rgp is heard at each
letter required in the construction of a
word or sentence. In order to avoid re-
petition as much as possible, | shall use
the words yes and no. As soon as the
company were seated around the table,
and silence was observed, as Poe has it
in the song of the “ Raven,”

“ Suddenly there came a rapping,
As of some one gently tapping,
Tapping at my chamber door.”
The sounds grew louder as the question-
ing commenced, producing plain and dis-
tinct vibrations of the table, on which
they were, for the most of the time, made;
though occasionally they were made on
the backs of our chairs, on the ceiling,
and other places in the room. Our Ded-
ham friend who was with me, asked, Is
the spirit of my fa her present? Yes.
My mother? Yes. Will they commu-
nicate with me at this time ? Yes. Has
my mother ever manifested herself to me
in a special manner before this? Yes.
Was it in the town where | now reside ?
No. Was it in ray native town? Yes.
Was it in my uncle’s house? Yes. Was
uncle present? Yes. Will she make
the same communication to me hereafter,
in Dedham ? Yes. It is proper to state
here thatthe gentleman had a remarkable
communication made to him, years ago,
in his native town, the particulars of
which | am not at liberty to make public.
He continued: Is my sister here ?  Yes.
My brother? Yes. How long has my
brother been dead—ten years? No.
Twenty years? No. Forty years? No.
Is it about forty-five years ? Yes. This
he stated was correct. This brother died
at birth, and it was thought never breathed
on earth. Without repeating all the
questions and answers, which would oc-
cupy too much Bpacec, it is sufficient to

say that this fact, or statement, if you
choose, was elicited: namely, that infants
whose physical organization is fully de-
veloped, have formed a spiritual individ-
uality, which is retained, cjntinued, and
matured in the Spirit World. There
was aifother gentleman present, who asked
the same question in relation to a child of
his, born under the same circumstances,
and he arrived at precisely the same re-
sult.  Our friend continued: Has my
brother a name in the Spirit World?
Yes. Will he give me his name? No
answer. Now, on the principle that this
is a humbug and deception, this is just
the question we should expect to hear
answered, for any name might have been
given, and no one on earth could have
said it was untrue. Butthough he asked
repeatedly foran answer, no answer could
be obtained, while, to a host of other
questions, which, if answered wrong,
could be instantly detected, answers were
freely and promptly given. He con-
tinued : Is my father happy ? Yes.—
Mother? Yes. Brother? Yes. Sis-
ter? Yes. Will my father, mother,
brother, and sister, manifest themselves
to me at some future time? Yes. In
Dedham ? Yes.

It now came my turn,and | proceeded:
Is there any one present who will con-
verse with me? Yes. May | know who

it is? Yes. |Is father here? Yes.—
Mother? Yes. Sister? Yes. Is my
wife here ? Yes. W:ill she converse

with me at this time ? Here a succession
of raps indicated that the alphabet was
wanted, and the letters being repeated,
the following sentence was spelled out,

I am happy to talk icith you” Have I
often been made conscious of your pres-
ence, during the last three or four months ?
Yes. Was | made thus conscious last
evening, in the office of my friend here,
in Dedham ? Yes. This is true, though
I am not disposed, at present, to be more
particular in giving an account of it.—
While talking with my friend about this
matter, in his office, the night before, |
noticed a curious phenomenon, but did not
mention it to him; and the first he knew
of it was when the spirits told him of it
the next day.

I here asked a question mentally in re-
lation to a subject which, though of no
public interest, was highly gratifying and
satisfactory to me. An answer was
promptly given.

Before leaving Dedham in the morn-
ing, | took a small Daguerreotype minia-
ture of my wife, rolled it up in a newspa-
per, and put it in my pocket. It was
done up in such a way that no one could
tell what it was; and no one, not even
my friend with me, knew that | had it.
I now took this from my pocket, just as it
was done up in the morning, and asked
the spirit of my wife if she knew what 1
had in my hand. The answer was, Yes.
Is it a miniature? Yes. Do you know
whose it is? Here the alphabet was
called for, and the following was spelled
out, “J know myself.” | then asked, Are
you sure this is a miniature, and if so,
are you sure it is a miniature ofyourself?
Yes.

One gentleman at the table, after talk-
ing some time with the spirit of his wife,
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asked, as a lest, that she would five her | doubtless prevent hundreds of others from
name, and she at once spelled the name becoming just such vile deceiver*, for

“Olive.” This, he said, was correct.

Another, alter conversing with the spir-
it of his sister, undertook to come what
the bocs sometimes call a “spun e-anie,”
by calling for the spirit of his mother,
when his sister spelled out to him, “It
Ton have a sister in the Spirit \\ orld to
converse with vou, doiO ask tor mother
when she is with you."" The young man
“owned up.” This, the company consid-
ered a mild rvbuke for asking an imperti-
nent question, while at the same time it
afforded convincing proof of the intelli-
gence of our spirit visiters.

Another young man at the table was
told not to think so much of the manner
of his brother’s death; that his nervous
system was greatly deranged; that he
committed no sin in the act, and was not
responsible for what he did. This was
all Greek to the company, until an ex-
Blanatlon was given by a spirit in the

ody. It seems that the brother of the
young man who made the communication
above-mentioned, jumped from a steam-
boat, in a fit of partial insanity, and was
drowned.

At the conclusion of the sitting, which
lasted from two o'clock, P.M.,, till after
sundown, | asked. Ought we to use o'ir
influence in extending a knowledge of
these manifestations? Yes. Shall |
write an account of this meeting for some
newspaper? Yes. For what paper, the
Norfolk Democrat? Yes.

Thus ended this meeting; and accord-
ing to instructions | offer you the above
for publication. If anv one asks vou if |
believe ail | have written, tell them yet.
To many of your readers, | doubt not,
these voices from the spint land will
“sound like the revelations of fancy;”
Jiut the time will come when many men
shall hear these voices, and comprehend
the -mighty truths their tones impart.
And then, when the hour of death arrives,
the chambers of the-departed will not re-
sound with sighs and lamentations, but
they will echo to the soothing strains of
sweet and solemn music. And there will
he, not mournful faces and tearful dis-
courses, but a quiet and holy paasover.

Gilbeut Tiiorr.R.

Dedham, Jota. S. IS.)!.

SPIIUTX.tl. KXOCKUGS,

Mr. Editor,—1 notice by the New York
Tribune that a Mr. Burr, of Philadelphia,
proposes to explode Ibis modern wonder.
He professes to have discovered the “he-
lix and electrodes™ of the whole matter.
If he docs it, he is a “made man."" | be-
seech him, however, if he has really dis-
covered any important “light,” that he
will not keep the public in f’oinc-ful sus-
pense a great while.

If I understand Mr. Burr, he proposes
to produce the same phenomena which
are witnessed in the presence of these sup-
posed spiritual mediums, and then show
that the whole thing is a fraud and a
cheat. Nothing, certainly, conld be more
satisfactory, as m that case he will not
only expose the villany of hundreds who
have heretofore been considered worthy,

| these “spiritual mediums' are r idIY in-
a

creasing. A highly respectable lady,
who resides within one hundred rods of
your office, Mr. Editor, declares positively
that she has heard these rapping* when
she was alone, almost every night for the
last week or more. She says she has
conversed with them in the usual war,
and received intelligent answers. An-
other lady, in whom | have the utmost
confid.'lice, was requested to sleep with
this n-w “medium,” and she positively
asserts that she heard the sounds distinct-
ly. Were both these ladies deceived, or
have they become all at ouce vile Im
poster* ?

Mr. Burr says he can produce the same
things, which he allege* are produced by
these “niediutiis,” in the saute wav. Very

ood. 1have ajob for hint. 1will prove
EY six intelligent men, citizens of this
P tse, and entirely disinterested, that the
ollowing phenomena were witnessed at
the house of one of the most respectable
gentlem_en in town, not three days ago.

ome eight of us were seated around a
common card table. Numerous tappings
were heart) on the table and on the floor
in various directions, in answer to differ-
ent questions. Some most beautiful sen-
tences were spelled out in the usual way.
Soon the table was observed to move, and
at the request of the company it mond
from one to threefeet, more thanfti~times,
tekile the fttt and hands of the “medium”
inert held fast by some of the rompane!
The table was frequently raised from the
floor more than a toot! “In one instincc
it stood poised on two legs for more than
five minutes, while an examination was
going on underneath for the purpose of
detecting the agency by which it was
moved. 1took hold of it frequently while
in this position, and found it stood quite
firm  When 1succeeded in bringing the
side that was raised down towards Uie
floor again, it would invariably fly back
as soon as niy hands were al* The
“medium,” be it remembered, was all this
time held perfectly still by one of the
company. There was not a person pres-
ent who does not know that these physi-
cal demonstrations were made by some
invisible power. One individual heard
and felt rapping* on his own person when
no one was near enough to touch him,
and they were sufficiently violent to be
seen and noticed by others. Now, Mr.
Editor, if Mr. Burr, or any one else, will
produce the same results, and show how
they are produced, he is “a made man,"
and the genius who is about to set all our
rivers on fire, is a fool to him.

Don’t understand that | either know or
believe that these things are produced by
the spirits of the departed, t only affim
that | do not; nor do I believe that the
“mediums”™ know to what else to attribute
them on ordinary occasions. | have seen
many thing* in connection with these de-
monstrations, and heard many answers
from the supposed spirits, which looked
decidedly human, but this only increases
the mystery.

One remark more. If any one sup-
poses thst the company alluded to above

simple, honest-hearted people, bat will 1were under some mesmeric or psycholog-
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ical influence, he may satisfy himself;
but if we know anything, «e know better.
Some of these “mediums' are mesmeric
subjects, and some are not; but mine of
them, to_iny knowledge, are operators.
My opinion is, that whoever undertakes
to explain the rapping* satisfactorily to
one who has witnessed them to any ex-
tent, “has a job on hand.”

. Kerrs FiImcr.
January lti

—Springfield, (Mats.) Reporter.

[Frwa llwlvrty JatnuL]
THK IPIK1T1 AGALX,

One of our cititens has received a let-
ter from a brother in Troy, who has had
the pleasure of conversing with the spir-
its, and who has kindly permitted us to
quote the following interesting portion of
its—

“On the evening of the 33d of Novem-
ber, 1850, Mrrs. FishIm| her sister, Miss
Fox, from Rochester, N. Y., was at my
house, with the lion. 1l. Z. llavnor anil
wife, Satnnel Fierce, E. Waters, N. B.
Starback, and my sister, Mw Hall, all
residents of Troy. The following com-
munication was spelled out by the spir-

Its,—

L “All sit still forthe space of five
minutes; by that time niapy spirits of a
higher order will grace your circle.'

3. "You may now listen to the different

signals of the spirits.’
_Alter this the spirits commenced giv-
ing all sorts of sounds, commencing loud
and dwindling down to those so low you
could just hear them—each spirit making
a different sound. One w#B so heavy
that it jarred the whole room, and seemed
as though it was a blow upon the wall of
the house.

3. "Now you can reflect upon the man-
ifestations just made. You see that little
children range in the happy spheres.’

Then a number of questions were asked
and answers, given, some by spelling,
which are too lengthy to write out.

‘Hold f.<st whatever vou obtain, that
comes from any spirit that manifests in-
telligence.*

Then the spirit of Mrs. 8tarbark (who
had been dead about three or fiur weeks
spelled out the following beautiftil an
consolmg communication to her husband:

*My dear, you little know the joy |
feel In expressing my sentiments to you
through tins medium. 1am alwaya with
you, but for the want of a medium am
deprived of the pleasure of convening
with you.’

The above was in reply to the follow-
ing questioni Is it asource of plrssure
to you that your husband is present ? She
previously spelled out her name, and re-
guested her husband to ask questions, and
he rould not.

A company of about thirty met at the
same place, November 34th, and the fol-
lowing was spelled out.

‘Mrs. IDU ask question of her father.™

Mw Hall said, 1 do not know what
guestions to ask.

“You may ask anything that yon would
ask. Ifyou should not feel confidence at
first,jroa will be convinced, my child,
that | am truly your father.’
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be laid to the individual spirit, nor to the
spirit world—certainly not till we know

conversing with the spirits: and as manv
more in the room ns spectators, watching

*My friends, the glorious era of God is
now beginning to dawn upon the world;

and all, from the least to the greatest,
shall become acquainted with the sub-
ject.

2. ‘Do you mean the subject we are Pade.

now investigating ?

Answer, 'Yes.

Mrs. 11.—Did you wish to see me be-
fore your death ?

‘I saw you as soon 0S my spirit wa9
free.’

I asked. Where was | when you en-
tered the spirit world ?

Answer—‘In Brookland.’

The above answer is correct. | arrived
in Brookland about one hour before he
died, which was Il o’clock, Sunday morn-
ing. | was on my way from Pliiladel-
phia.

EDITORIAL.

BOSTON, SATURDAY, FEB. 1, 1851

“ MEDIXJMS."

If we contemplate Nature as one great
harmonious circle, we may imagine a sense
in which it would be desirable for the mind
which attempts to scan her works, to get
as near as possible to the centre of this
great sphere. |If Nature is one, One great
whole, and if it corresponds in all its prin-
ciples and works, then we must not only
examine its developements in detail, but
we must consider them as a system, and
look at them, as they certainly are, only as
so many “ parts of one stupendous whole.”

If we contemplate the Divine, we arrive
at the most satisfactory view of Him when
we worship Him as Fatner of all, sus-
taining the relation of Universal Parent to
the whole human race. If we desire to
understand the problem of Vifan, and the
best form and order of human society, then
we must consider the race as a unit. It is
one, having one Father, one origin, one
nature, one progression, and one destiny.
Indeed, but for this vnily of the race, there
could be no science of human physiology,
or psychology, or phrenology. For if the
race have two Fathers, and two natures,
and two or more destinies, what becomes
of the above sciences ?

The mineral, vegetable, and animal king-
doms are each individualized. -That is,
there is such a distinct oneness in each,
that each may be said to evince, or devel-
ope, a design or use, separate, though in
harmony with the others. And so of these

spiritual manifestations. Contemplate them
as a whole, and their design is manifest.
We can realize some good, even from the
alleged difficulties in the way of reliable
communications from the spirit world.—
Admit, if you please, that responses ob-
tained through different mediums do not
always seem to agree. The fault must not

more about it than at present.

Read the communication on our first
Is it not opportune, and to a good
degree satisfactory ? So it scorns to us;
and we doubt not many others, besides the
circle who heard the sounds purporting to
bo made by the venerable spirit whose
name is there given, will be comforted in
its perusal.

BEUABLE TESTIMONY.

The readers of the “Spirit World” may
have noticed that the various accounts
which we have published, from week to
week, of spiritual demonstrations made in
our family, have been such as were writtc n
by others, and who may be supposed sufli-.
ciently truthful to be relied upon, even by
such as would not admit our own testi-
mony.

We might fill this paper, every number
of it, if so disposed, with accounts of what
we witness here, from day to day, and from
hour to hour. But then we know too well
the objections that would at once be started
against any such accounts of our own.
Had any one man reported what will be
found below, to me, one year ago, 1 could
not have received it. | could have believed
in the “tocology” notions much more easily
than to suppose what is here demonstrated
to be even possible.

And perhaps vhis is the place for me to ask
the attention of the editorial fraternity to
this matter. Some of you have published
anonymous and cruel falsehoods about me
and my innocent family. Will you now
let your readers see the following testi-
mony ? Or, if you have published nothing
heretofore upon the subject, will you now
publish this? Here is testimony that is
tangible, reliable. The names found in the
following document, and appended to it,
are well known (some of them, at least,) to
this community.

But you will say, no doubt, that such in-
credible things cannot be believed on hu-
man testimony. Well, | admit that many
minds cannot receive them ; and yet their
publication can but have tins good result—

it will arrest attention, and bring men to.

to the examination of this whole subject.
This done, and it will be common all over
the world for spirits in special localities to
make demonstrations like what is described

below:

SPIRITUAL DEMONSTRATIONS.

W e, the undersigned, having witnessed,
this day, at the house of Mr. LaRoy Sun-
derland, (No. 28 Eliot street, Boston,) the
following phenomena, deem it proper in
this way to make mention of them.

When we entered the room, there were
some ten persons surrounding a table,

the movements of the others. Mrs>

Cooper was the medium. There werg
constant and frequent rappings upon llie
table, and rappings to various and ino0_
nious ?cst questions, all of which were ad.
milted to be answered correctly, and lim
company expressed themselves as beinir
entirely salisjicd with the answers given.0

We saw no motion of the medium
which would indicate thnt she had, per-
sonally, anything to do with the responses
given; and we think she could not have
had. The rappings were made on the
table, without exception.

After this circle had retired, we, the
undersigned, surrounded the same table,
when the following occurrences were ob-
served :

1. In answer to the question if any of
our guardian spirits were present, 1oud
and prompt responses were heard upon
the table, the vibrations of which were
distinctly fedt by our hands; and we are
positive that Mrs. Cooper did not touch
the table at all.

2. We then asked the spirits if they
would give us some physical manifesta-
tions, and we were promptly answered by
raps, in the affirmative. The table was
then immediately moved in various direc-
tions, from one to two feet; and, at our re-
quest, was quite a number of times turned
over into the laps of those surrounding
it. In two instances it was raised en-
tire'y from off the floor, and we are
positive that no human instrumentality
was employed in producing these results,
For the purpose of varying the experi-
ment, we all took hold of the top of the
table, holding it clear off the floor, in our
hands, when it was violently shaken, while
yet so suspended, as if its standard had
been seized by strong hands; and it ap-
parently varied in weight from twenty to
two hundred pounds.

3. Among the test questions proposed
and satisfactorily answered, was one by
G. F. Farley, Esq., of Groton, Mass., sub-
stantially as follows: “What relation is
this spirit to me ?” .ins.—*“Your brother.”
“What was your given name?” sins.—
“Perez,” which was spelled out promptly
by the alphabet. Mr. Farley then stated
to the astonishment of the company, that
this was his brother’s name, and that he
died some fifty years ago—facts unknown
to every other person present.

[Mr. Farley, himself, may be referred
to for the truth of what is here stated.]

In the evening of*he same day we met
again, with an addition to our circle.—
[Esquire Farley, of Groton, and G. A.
Somerby, Esq., of Wayland, were present
at both sittings,] and in the evening, Mr.
George E. Haskell, Dr. Z. Rogers, Mo-
ses Babcock, and Dr. L. B. Larkin, of
Wrentham, were also present. The circle
was formed in Mr. Sunderland’s back
pailor, as before, when the following,
among other phenomena, were produced.
On holding each other’s hands, so that uo
one hand was at liberty in the room, a
centre table, around which we were sitting,
was raised up from the floor Jive times,
and let down with considerable force, so
as to shake the floor. Once or twice the
raps were , not on the table, but

j>
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with it, tho table hplng used by thn *nj|v.
it*, n* wo worn iirtstmul, to rap with on
tho Hour. 1"m times the laide was upset
awl tamed o>, notimt it toll hlilowlo
upon tin* tloor, with violence. A xmitll
hull, which Hilooil upon tlio table, was
moved without, lummn liiintl*, 1voiu tho
tihln, tour time*. ,It. was thrown tiitun
tho lioor, thrown into tho Inp of Dr, kib-
bon, null dually it wiim removed hy tho
ftplritN, and they spelled out “Find tho
hell 1" which wiim tho first wo know of ito
nh.ieime. Soiiroh wum miulo by ono of
tho company, while tho rent remained in
the circle, holding each other™ hands.
Alter tho smirch had been continued for
some inoinontH, tho holl wiim iiocidontnliy
diHcovorod in Mrs. Cooper™ lap, iih it foil
out of tho fold* of her apron | During
tho wimlo of thin time, hotli of MIMCoup-
oi'h liaiuU had been held in lim hands of
two of tho company, standing or sitting
hy her Hide, Wo can only nay that wo
have "boon profoundly impressed with tho
conviction that no human agency what-
ever, wiim used in tho production of tho
phenomena wo have deHoribud,
0. P. KIIIHRR, M.I).,Sprinnfirl<t, JAim.
UUKUN KILMKU, Jiu, D).,
NKI.SON I. KIL.MRII, Do. Do.
THKOIKIKK M. smith, lhstoa.
fIROIIWIi K IHASKKLK, Do. 1
X HOORItS, Vharhstmen, Mam,
MUSKS 1IAIlOOUlv, /in. " Do.
Boston, Jan, 213 IH>L,
¥

CAUTION I
Those who wish to know the truth con-

the prooean of development, in did'ercut la-
aalitleM throughout, the country, (and wo
may nay tho wimlo world,) should he on
their {{ilard against receiving tho various
contradictory report* that uro ever and anon
made by lecturer*, and in various nowspa-
per*. Article* purporting to give accounts
of sittings, have been published in the Duo-
ton Pont, Trunooript, Liberator, Invent!ga-
tor, and other pnpero, which we, and mul-
titildco of othero, know to ho untrue, Fuots
are mis-*tnto<l,and liilac representation* arc
made, which 1 am oullcd on, hy name, to
rclYilo In tliosn paper* 1 Just an if | could
bark at every dog who bark* at me, a* |
pa** along tho *trcot | But a* tnoligaunt,
false, unjust, and cninci, a* many of those
article* are, it ijui.it be boruo in mind that
my mi*«ion doe* not require that 1 should
leave my work to ooutfiulict this or that lie
told about mo or my thiuily. Indeed, tho
dkmonsthationii that are made (Yomtho
mpirit world, every duy, at my hou«e, are a
Dill and explicit hkfutatiun 0f one and all
of thoao dander*. Hcnd tho acoount in
our preient paper, bearing tho »lgnature»
of well known and responsible men | Why,
ono Nuoh account will, I am well permiud-
ed, outweigh, in tho mind* of all candid
people, a cart load of nnonymou* articles,
or er parte eoinmunicalon*,*Igned, a* they
0Acn are, hy tho unmo of *oino disappoint-
ed or prejudiced mortal.

SPIRIT

I’ONTAUIQ.

It become* my duty to anuounce that
Uproafter no letter* addressed to mo will bo
taken (Yomtho Poxt Office, except such as
on which the postage is prepaid. 1 am
Ibrocd to thin dcolidon hy the (Yaud* which
are practiced upon me, and which are now
becoming quite too (Yequont to ho homo
any longer. Liihl quarter, our postage bill
amounted to *ix dollar* and over, whloh
ahould have been paid by other*. And 1
mu*l add, that letter* are *cnt. hero, on
which | am taxed with poatage, connected
with Mr. DurrZ "great loo" movement*, In
which wo aro *landorcd and abu*ed, and
for which wo aro called upon to pay for in
till* way I Home of our (Yiend* have ad-
vned tho publication of one nr nmru of
thexo letter*, a* *peolincu*. But | forbear.
It will bo enough If wo lind them in cur
Po*t Ollloo bbx, postage paid, a* it nnmt.
bo hereafter, (Yom (Yiend* and foe*, of
whluh they “will all plea*e to take duo no-
lice, and govern thciiiMclve* accordingly."”

H igniiy 0. OoanoN.—Tin* reliable me-
dium ha* returned to Bridgeport, Ct.—
Moat extraordinary domonutrationn wero
made through him while at Springfield.
But for a little while tho aplrit* odimc to
respond through him, that ho may have
time fur rest. By und by wo hope to hear
of *till more elevated revelation* made (Yom
the spirit world, through our brother dear.
Wo own him a* a oldld, a brother beloved
Ilo wa* brought hero by one nbovo, whom
wo all luvo. Ilo ha* united uh, and “tlioHC
whom Qod join* together lot no man put
asunder."”

¢'Sphutvai. Manifestations,"” it tho
subject of a discouric by Mr. W. M. For-
mild, to-morrow afternoon, at half past two
o’olook, In Wuahingtonian Hall. It should
be heard by all who wish for information
on this most Interesting subject.

COUItIt8ILONI)ItNOK.

MWIQD1QNIOKG AN1> MAVIS.

Mr. Editor,—Much thought and dis-
cussion exists, and vory confident opin-
ions and boliof aro emtertuinod, with re-
gard to tho inspirations and revolutions
of those two suers, founded on tho diller-
ent states of their bodily and spiritual
powers, at tho tiino of their illumination,
fciwodonhorg has a decided pre-ominonco
among his followers, from tho fact that ho
wuh not in any abnormal condition—that
lie retained the oxerciso of his external
souse* at the same time he was spiritually
opened to tho influx of heaven; and also
timt ho was a learned man, a mighty man,
having madn almost incredible advances
in tho natural sciences, before tho period
of his spiritual illumination. All this is
put in contrast with what has boon called
tho “abnormal prodicamont” of Mr. Da-
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vis, and his Ignorance before bis submis-
sion to tho magnetic piece**, having
never received but a “fivo month*” school
education."”

There are several points of considera-
tion Imre. First, ns to tho “ magnetic
sloop,” No person is loss disposed than
I am to credit tho relations of subjects in
the magnetic sleep. But admitting hero,
first, what cannot be denied, that Mr.
Davis linm presented uh with tho moHt
perfect exhibition which thn world over
saw, of tho interior powor* of the mail by
tho magnetic sleep, wo may he dispoHod,
from this fact alone, to miilcn hi* case an
exception to nil others of this kind. Now,
us to thn nocoMsary inferiority of tho
houl’h illumination, hecimsa it is produced
hy thn magnetic sleep. And iih to tho
necessary superiority of tho soul’s illumi-
nation bucniiHo the external senses aro in
full play. In the first placo, all cases of
trance, and ovon ordinary sloop, show
timt tho soul is exalted und illuminated
in proportion to tho closing up of the! ex-
ternal senses. Now, if a subject can bo
found, whoso brain is sufficiently harmo-
nious, fine, and perfect; and the body is
sufficiently perfect in its association with
it; und then, if the powor of magnetism
cun ho so exerted ns to produco tho pro-
foundest, moat doath-liko, external sloop;
wo argue, altogether irrespective of edu-
cation, for a grander demonstration of
spiritual truth then would bo likely to
corno from ono filled with tho world’s
learning, and whoso external sonscs wore
in operation at tho timo of tho inward il-
lumination.

In tho first place, it is a nearer ap-
proach to physical death when tho spirit
ih perfectly emancipated, and cun acquire
knowledge unobstructed by tho body nud
external thing*. The ono is a higher
natural st.uto, but not necessarily a higher
spiritual stato.

This brings its to a point. Nobody
disputes Swedenborg's superiority as a
man of vast mind, and both natural and
acquired abilities. Ho is a Colossus—a
giant. Davis is not to bo mentioned in
the comparison. But this is tho quostion
—not whothor Swedenborg gavo ovi-
donco of liighor natural growth, but
whether some subjoct may not turn out of
Nature, who, though inforiorly constitut-
ed, (if wo call a grout mind not in so full
harmony, inferior to a smaller mind in
better harmony—to say nothing hero
about tho quality of tho spirit,) wliothor, 1
say, some subjects may not turn out of
Nature, who, though inforiorly constitut-
ed, aro ulilo to go into a liighor spiritual
state, hy tho suspension of tho external
senses, than Swedenborg ever did attain
to in all his oxporionco ? And again—
whothor Swedenborg himself, if ho could
have been submitted to any process which
would have disencumbered him entirely
of his oxtornal souses, would not iutvo re-
vealed to us liighor spiritual truths? Wo
contend for tho latter. And wo say that
tho closing up of tho external souses is
no argument at all, for tho inferiority of
tho intoruul stato, us tho phenomena of
magnetism, trunco, and ordinary sleep,
continually testify in tho most common
subjects.  Why should Swedenborg form
an exception to all human nature ? Might
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we not say, O h! that he might have been
completely and profoundly closed op, by
magnetism or anything else, as to his ex-
tenials, tliat we might see what so vast a
mind trould have seen by such clear spir-
itual power! And when this, or equal to
this, did take place with him, at death,
who doubts the increase of his spiritual
sight ?

This, then, is the plain truth. While
Swedenborg stood, by natural growth,
unguestionably, both materially and spir-
itually, in a higher simitar state than any
one else has attained to, yet, in just so
far as his external senses were at the
same time operative with, his spiritual,
just so far was his spirit encumbered and
prevented from rising to its greatest
heights.

But again, this abnormalism is not the
highest or most hanronious state of hu-
man nature. It would be better, all other
things being proportioned, to have com-
bined in fine and beautiful proportions,
both the material and the spiritual, the
external and internal powers. But at the
present day, when the whole of humanity
is so out of order, or unprogressed, no
doubt it is best as it is—that there should
be some who can strip off, so to speak,
the chief bodily clothing, and in an ab-
normal condition see those tilings for us
which we cannot see. Some day, no
doubt, far in the future, this spiritual state
will be common to all mankind; but
whether any will ever become so highly
exalted in spirit as some may be and
have been, by the total closing up of the
external senses, is a question which we
cannot decide.

We, then, in these spiritual manifes-
tations, have nothing to do with externals,
if the internals exist sufficiently perfect.
W e confess to a great, and at first, un-
pleasant disparity between the two minds
which are here brought in comparison.
No wonder the world is confounded.—
And how are our prejudices constantly
deceiving us! We love the tall, em-
bracing intellect of Swedenborg, and we
shrink from the idea of Mr. Davis’s “ab-
normal predicament,” and a “five months’
school education.” There must be some
force in the passage that “ God hath
chosen the foolish things to confound the
wise,” or here is a prominent contradic-
tion to that famous passage. And now,
if externals are nothing in this sense—if
all that is required is a harmonious brain,
of fine quality, and a susceptibility of
going into the interior state, let us in-
quire what an education tcithoul these
requisites may sometimes do? A right
and complete education, we should say,
would oner no obstructions to, but mate-
rially aid, the correct unfolding of the in-
terior powers. But a wrong education—
errors imbibed—would most certainly ob-
struct the powers and blind the spiritual
eye.» In this respect, the more learning

a. man has, the more he might be disqual-
ified for receiving the influx of truth from
the higher spheres. And we know it to
be the°case in general, that learned men
have a great deal of learned nonsense.

Swedenborg was a learned man—a
mighty man—an accomplished scholar.

To his praise be it greatly spoken. But
may he not have been, by his very learn-
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ing, predisposed to peculiar habits of
thought? Was his theology beforehand
in all respects beneficial to him? His
father was bishop of the church, about one
hundred and fitly years ago. That was
not the “JSjcte Church.” Who condemns
the old theology the most successfully ?
It is not, certainly, saying much for Swe-
denborg, that he was educated in this old,
abominable theology. Now, was he, in
his illuminated state, under no bias from
his previous discipline ? What mortal
will dare say no? We speak not any
thing in disparagement of true learning;
but when we know what intellectual and
heaven-enlightened truths flash cut fre-
quently from the harmonies and simplici-
ties of nature, God forbid that we should
extol a cart-load of theological rubbish
into a peculiar preparation for the influxes
of light and truth from on high!

And now, what may be all that is ne-
cessary to prepare one for a truthful re-
ception of the influxes of truth from the
heavenly spheres ? Simply a well-bal-
anced brain, of fine quality, with a mind
generally free from artificial modes of
thought. This forms the channel of Na-
ture. If, then, there be a pure desire,
and especially a remarkable susceptibility
to the spiritual or interior state, here is
the gate-way for a flood of inspiration
unperverted by the folly or wisdom of
men.

Whether or not this was Mr. Davis’s
case, | do not here say. | have aimed,
simply, to do away that prejudice against
the “abnormal condition,” as necessarily
an -inferior spiritual state, and to correct
that prepossession in favor of Sweden-
borg, on account of his education, and the
use of his external senses. Nothing can
be plainer than that the main strength of
the argument is in favor of the abnormal
condition. We go further: we say that
the nearer death we can get a man of fine
and harmonious parts—or rather, the more
separation we can have between the body
and spirit, of course the more light and
truth in spiritual things.

But it is said that Davis received his
knowledge from the parties with which
he was surrounded. | have heard an in-
telligent Swedenborgian say that he got
the spiritual part from Prof. Bush, who
got it from Swedenborg; that he got the
infidel part from infidel spirits with which
he was in contact, from Dr. Lyon, Fish-
bough, and others. Oh! folly of deceived
men! Why not say that Swedenborg
got his spiritual knowledge unconsciously
from the spirits who were around him ?
Doubtless he did, in part, both from this
world and the next. What was there to
save him? Could his education save
him ? Could his erroneous theology save
him ? No, nothing but his own spiritual
organization, such as it was, and the good
and truth with which he was imbued.
And this left him open to inharmonious
and erroneous influences. We do not say
that Davis was not open to the same.
We believe that he was, to a degree.
But we do think that, uneducated as he
was, and relieved from the body as he
was, he was more likely to receive and
speak truth, pure and unbiassed, than
Swedenborg. Swedenborg has uttered
what Davis has not, and what was true.

Swedenborg went more into partlienl i
-Davis generalized. Swedenborg !
not so free as Davie. He had a theor®
make out He supposed the chief L*
pose of his spiritual illumination wasT
reveal the interior sense of the Sc'
tures. According to Swedenborg ,
according to true philosophy, affects
governs thought, produces thought. SwJl
denborg’s intellectual affections were be'
stowed upon a new interpretation of the
Scriptures. The Word was his master
And his stupendous theological machinl
ery show how well the end corresponds
to the primary affection.

Davis had no theory to make out, nor
any in his mind previously to the delivery
of his lectures which constitute his first
book. To be sure, he had some thoughts,
and had published one erroneous pa®!
phlet But he had no theory or thoughts
comparable to the stupendous embrace of
“Nature’s Divine Revelations.” So far
from this, he did not know' what was to
come, or what he had delivered, until he
had made a fresh effort in the abnormal
state, or read it in his scribe’s manu-
script.

But it is not our purpose here to com
pare notes. Give unto all their dues;
and let none say, that if Swedenborg had
been unlearned, and in profound external
sleep, he would not have astonished the
world with a higher, purer, and more
brilliant light W. M. Fernald.

Cambridge, Mass., Jan. 23, 1851.

Auburn, JV. Y., Jan. 14, 1851.

Dear Friend,—I have been highly in-
terested in reading the first volume of
your Spiritual Philosopher. The subjects
on which it treats would, | should think,
come home to the bosom of eveir candid,
reflecting mind. My knowledge of these
subjects is confined to what | have read,
and what | have heard at two meetings
in this place, a few"days ago, to discuss the
subject, or rather, | should say, to hear
Mr. Scott, now or late of Brooklyn, and
T. L. Harris, of New York, deliver their
sentiments thereon.

| was aware, by reading your paper,
that the genuineness of the spirits calling
themselves “Paul,” “Timothy,” &c., was
doubted. | was not aware that an im
passable gulf was being formed between
different portions of the believers in audi-
ble manifestations from spirits. | desire,
for my friends and myself, that we may
cultivate the crowning grace, “chanty
that thmketh no»evilbut I could not
resist the impression that the speakers
above alluded to exhibited too much of
the “old leaven,” especially Friend Scott?
who, how ever, appears to be a very worthy
and sincere man. He gave us rather an
eloguent discourse on the divinity and
atonement of Jesus Christ, and the neces-
sity of our faith therein. St, Paul, who
was said to be present, directed the pro-
ceedings, as to what chapter to read, &c-
and frequent approbatory “raps” were
heard during the discourse and reading
“Paul” also indicated by “raps” the ds?
and hour of holding the next meeting. **
was from Friend Scott's discourse that
I first learned that the number of h»l
spirits engaged in a sort of crusao
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against die good, was large and over- | candid mind, and hence | will gratify his

whelming ; also that there ts a Christian
party, and what he denominated a philo-
sophical or infidel party, in spirit belief.
H. Greely, of the Tribune, and yourself,
were alluded to by name; and | was
forced to come to the conclusion that the
speaker classed you both as belonging to
the iatter party. .
It was at a subsequent meeting that T.
L. Harris spoke. His language and sen-
timents | thought, in the main, very good-
He seemed toereate a profound impres-
sion on the two rooms full of respectable
and eager listeners. He manifested no
illiberally towards those if other views,
that | could discover; and his faith was
so large, that he seemed to have no diffi-
culty in believing that the veritable
“Paul,” the great apostle of the Gentiles,
was present. Now, | profess to be a
Christian, bat, like thousands of others, |
prefer to take Christianity as | understand
it myself, by the light and knowledge be-
stowed on me from the Fountain of all
goodness and truth. To me, there seems
a great lack of proof that “Paul” was
present—a total lack, | may say, of Scrip-
tural proof that he either did or ever will
present himself to mortals. The Scrip-
ture is positive as to the second appear-
ance of Christ, the meaning of which dif-
ferent people understand in a way to suit
their own peculiar views; but of the sec-
ond coming of “Paul” the book is silent.
And now | come to the sole object of
this communication. What | have writ-
ten is merely to elicit something from
the pens of those better acquainted with
the subject. It has been said we want
facts, and facts only; but my experience
has taught me that there is a large class
of people who will not be convinced by
facts; and my desire is, that we may be
saved, from the debasing sight of two an-
tagonistic parties in spirit belief, denying
each other’s facts, because they do not
agree with their own favorite theory.—
Facts, in abundance, are within the reach
ofall, if we will only seek after them, and
each will be convinced when he sees and
feels the truth: but many*will not be
convinced by the testimony of others on
this subject. They will not believe those
in whom they have implicit confidence
on every other subject. Hence the im-
portance of a correct theory, which will
indnee the candid, reflective portion of
readers to appeal to facts for themselves.
Above allthings, let ns not descend to a
spirit of recrimination, one with another;
let it never be said, “See how these spirit
believers hate one another.” In honesty
of purpose, in singleness of heart, having
the good of the whole rational creation of
God in view, let ns each and all fearlessly
“follow Truth whithersoever she leads.”

A Friend Or Truth.

I donot suppose that My mission re-
quires me to reply, or even to notice one
of the thousand slanders that are uttered
in various localities against me, or the
work in which | am engaged. Nor
should | seem to do so now, but for the |
necessity which requires-me to publish j
the abowve letter. It appears to be froma |

wish to see what | might say in reply to
this oft-repeated and silly charge of
| infidelity.”

As to what goes under the name of
“Christianity,” or “experimental religion,”
I suppose | know as much about it as
most other men. Nearly thirty years ago
I went through the process of what is
called “conversionf* and like others |
professed to be “sanctified,” was baptized
by immersion, read the New Testament
through on my knees, studied the Bible
in various languages, and “preached the
Gospel” and hell-fire for some fifteen
years; had revivals, and hundreds were
“converted under my ministry.” Well,
says the reader, wherein do you differ
from what you were thirty years ago?
| answer:

1. In my religion. Formerly, it consist-
ed mostly in fear. Now, it consists in
contentment, in view of the past; grati-
tude for the present; and hope for the fu-
tore. Hope, not for myself merely, but
for the whole human race.

2. In my object. Formerly it was sec-
tarianism. Now, it iS narmOxt in all
man’s relations—conjugal, fraternal, uni-
versal HARMONY.

3. In my motto, or the means | use for
realizing my object. Formerly, | gratified
my combativeness by holding np those
who differed from me, as “infidels,” who
would be doomed by the Infinite Father
of all to smell fire and brimstone, in hell,
for ever. Now, my means are compre-
hended in the universal diffusion ofgood-
ness,jiut.ee, and truth. And | may, per-
haps, add that never, till within a short
time, was | perfectly willing to be mis-
represented, slandered, abused, and de-
nounced by professed Christiansand cler-
gymen, as an “infidel,” nay, a “humbug,”
or anything but any “honest man.” ff hat
I am, my works icill testify. | neither
ask, nor wish, for any other vindication.

Milford, Jan. IS, 1S51.

Mr. Sunderland,—I unintentionally, in
my haste, made an error in the third note
of the poem of mine which you published
a few weeks since, entitled “The Earth.”
| seemed to imply that only those stars,
or earths, that revolved around one of the
group of the Pleiades, constituted the first
sphere, when this group, to which we
belong, may be, and doubtless is, bat re-
volving around another centre, and that
still around another, and soon; and these
combined form the earths, or worlds, that
constitute the first sphere of human exist-
ence. So boundless is the thought of
the universe of God.

Yours, truly,

& H. L.
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[From the Cayuga Chief.]
BROTHERHOOD OP THE U5HO03T.

At an especial convocation of the Su-
preme Circle of the Brotherhood of the
Union, (H. F.) Continent of America,
held in the city of Rochester, N. Y., on
the 14th and Kith of December, 1850, it
was resolved to establish a Grand Circle
for Western New York, with full power
to hold exclusive jurisdiction (under the
Supreme Circle,) over all that part of
New York situated west of the counties
of Franklin, Hamilton, Fulton, Montgom-
ery, Schoharie, and Delaware. The said
Grand Circle was duly chartered and in-
stituted by George Lippard, S. W., act-
ing by authority of the Supreme Circle,
and the following Chiefs and officers were
duly elected:

James P. Murphy, G. C. W., Lock-
port, N. Y.

Edwin A. Marsh, G. C.J.and G. T.,
Rochester, N. Y.

William L. Finn, G. C.F.and G. R.,
Auburn, N. Y.

Henrt D. Barron, G. C. Wne. and
G. S. K. Anbnrn, N. Y.

H. B. W aterman, G. C. Fn.

,G.C. G.

H. W. D. Brewster, G. H.
Wm. H. Pratt, G. M.
John Greig, G. M.

James M. Cavan, G. W. N.

This important step in the history of
the Order, transfers a large portion of the
power of the Supreme Circle to the Grand
Circle of Western New York—under re-
strictions and stipulations specified in its
charter and constitution; and hereafter
all circles in this jurisdiction will be un-
der the care and governmentof the Grand
Circle of Western New York. Circles
will make their returns to James P. Mur-
phy, G. C. W., at Lockport; and to him
applications for new Circles must be ad-
dressed. An especial convocation of the
Grand Circle will be held in the city of
Rochester, on Thursday, January 9th,
1851, at 9 o’clock, A. M., to confer de-
grees and install officers elect.

In Brotherhood,

George Lippard, S. W.
Rochester, Dec. 19, 1850.

P htsiological Fact.—A surgeon in
the U. S. army recently desired to know
the most common cause of enlistments.
By permission of the captain of the com-
pany, containing fifty-five, in a pledge
never to disclose the name of any officer
or private, except as a physical or meta-
physical fact, the true history was ob-
tained of every man. On investigation,
it appeared that nine-tenths of them en-
listed on account of some female difficul-
ty ; thirteen of them had changed their
names, and forty-three were either drank
or partially so, at the time of their enlist-
ment. Most of them were mawn of fine
talents and learning, and one third had
once been in elevated stations in life.
Four had been lawyers, three doctors,
and two ministers.
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toiiitci, snocATioir, hiuth.

THE PARTING PI<K1K»K.

Vet one© again —but once, beforo wo never,
Il me one briiuniltig cup,—it is the hint;
Anti let tho*e lips, now parting, anil forever,
Breathe o’er thia pledge, "Tho memory of
the I'nat!”

Joy’s fleeting sun Is set! and na.tn-morrow
Smiles on tho gloomy puth we trend so fast;
Yet iu the bitter cup, o’crHllod with sorrow,
Lives one sweet drop—"tho memory of th<*
Tost!"

But one more look from those clear eyes, now
shining
Through their warm tears, their loveliest
and their last;
Bn< one more strain of hands in friendship
twining,—
Now, farewell all, save Memory of the Fust.

HEAT, MAGNETISM, ELECTRICITY.

Prof. Norton, of Delaware College, has
recently developed certain novel and in-
teresting ideas concerning the naturo of
heat, electricity, and magnetism, which
seem calculated to tliro>v new light upon
tlie whole circle of the natural sciences.
We understand tlmt he submitted an ex-
pose to the Philosophical Society at their
last meeting. He holds that the phenom-
ena of light, heat, electricity, and mag-
netism, are alike due to the undulations
of the ether of space and the vibrations
of the particles of bodies. lie conceives
that the waves propagated from the vi-
brating particles of a self-luminous body
difler in time and intensity of vibration
with the depth of the particles below the
surface, and dilfer in intensity of vibra-
tion from one particle to another at tho
same depth ; and that the refracting, ab-
sorbing, &.c., actions if other bodies upon
the waves, vary with their intensity and
timo of vibration. lie supposes that self-
luminous bodies may be considered as
divided, for a certain depth, into a series
of lamina; the first of which (which is
general much the thickest,) emits waves
of simple heat; and the others, in succes-
sion, those of red, yellow, blue, and per-
haps violet light—the other colors in the
spectrum being formed by combinations
of these. Below the lamina which sends
violet light, he places that of the chemi-
cal rays. Waves of simple or dark heat
differ from those of light, in having a
greater intensity and a longer time of vi-
bration.  All the various actions of differ-
ent bodies upon light and heat, are placed
upon the same general grounds ; and the
correspondences us well as differences of
the phenomena of these imponderable
agents explained.

The various phenomena of electricity
he attributed to the impulsive actions of
polarized waves, excited in general by
mutual actions of contiguous surfaces,
with or without the aid of friction. lie
thus explains tho mechanical ond chemi-
cal actions of galvanic currents, tho at-
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tractions, repulsions, &c; of electrified
bodies, und capillary, and endosmose, and
cxosmoNo nttracLiens.

Tl.o magnetism of tho earth receives
an oxpinnation from the saino gerierul
viowH. This is attributed chiefly to tho
vibrations of the particles at tjio earth’s
surl'ace, and to a moderate dcplli below
it, induced by the impulsive actions of
certain waves transmitted from flics sun.
Tin'so vibrations diminish in intensity
with tho temperature of tho oortW from
the equator toward the poles.

The'so fundamental ideaN lead readily
to a completo oxplnnalion of the polarity
and dip of tho magnetic needle, the vnri-
utioim of its declination in passing from
one point to another on the earths sur-
face, and the periodica) as well as irreg-
ular variations of the position of tho nee-
dle. They also reveal tho cuiue of tho
connection between the magnetism and
temperature of the earth, as shown by tho
correspondence in form between the lines
of equal magnetic force traced upon the
earth, and tlioso of equal temperature, the
coingidcncc of the magnetic pole with the
pole of greatest cold, &c. Prof. Norton
has also formed, upon the same general
principles, a new theory of the Aurora
Borealis, which, while it accounts for nil
its luminous phenomena, furnishes a sat-
isfactory explanation of the disturbances
of the magnetic needle connected with
tills meteor.—U. S. Gazette.

Fidelity.—Never forsake a friend.—
When enemies gather around—when sick-
ness falls on the heart—when the world
is dark and cheerless—is the time to try
true friendship. The heart that hns been
touched with true gold will redouble its
efforts, when the friend is sad or in trou-
ble. Adversity tries true friendship.—
They who turn from the scene of distress
betray their hypocrisy, and prove that in-
terest ulone moves them. If you iiave a
friend who loves you—who has studied
your interest and happiness—be sure to
sustain him in adversity. Let him teel
that his former kindness is appreciated,
and that his love was not thrown away.
lleal fidelity may be rare, but it exists in
the heart. Who has not seen and felt its
power? They only deny its worth and
power who have either loved a friend or
labored to make him happy. The good
and kind—the affectionate and the virtu-
ous, see and feel the heavenly principle.
They would sacrifice wealth and happi-
ness to promote the happiness of others,
and in return they receive the reward of
their love by sympathizing hearts and
countless favors, when they have been
brought low by distress or adversity.

W ater W alkino Insects.—Insects
which, like the gnat, walk much upon
the surface of the water, have at the ends
of their feet a brush of fine hair, the points
of which appear to repel the fluid, thus
preventing the leg from becoming wet.
If these brushes be moistened with spirits
of wine, this apparent repulsion no longer
takes place, and the insect immediately
sinks and is drowned.

The best way to “ expand your chest”
is to have a largo heart in it.
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| ~ 1IfiOSOPHY OF MODERN_ MILItA-
Jr CLES. or the Relations of Spiritual
Onuses to Physical Effects ; with especial re-
ference to the Mysterious DcveloponieuU at
Bridgeport and elsewhere. By a Dweller in
the Temple. Price, 23cents. ~Nature’s Di-
vine Revelations, He. Eéy Andrew Jackson
Davis—$2.00. Davis’s Chart—$l.-30. Da-
vis’s Great Harmonia, Vol. I. The Physician
—$1.25. Davis’s Philosophy of Special Prov-
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or hy the single copy. Price, single, 25 cents,
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INGULAR REVELATIONS!—An en-
larged and improved edition of the “His-
tory and Explanation of the Mysterious
Noises,” and communication with Spirits in
the Nineteenth Century, of more than ninety
closely printed pages, being the most lull aud
correct history of the matter yet published.
By E. W. Cupuin aud H. D. Baron, Auburn,
N. Y. This work can be obtaiued by the
hundred or single copies, at this office, aud of
the authors, biuglo copies, 25 cents. A lib-
eral discount to tlioife who purchase by the
dozen or hundred. Orders lrom a distance,
post paid, and containing remittances lor one
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Boston, Oct. 1, 185U.

F ATHETISM: Man, considered in respect
to his Form, Life, Spirit. An Essay to-
ward a correct Theory of the Mind, with Di-
rections for Demonstrating its Truthfulness.
By La Roy Sunderland. 20 cents single; $10
per hundred. For sale at this office, and by
BELA MARSH, 25 Cornhill, Boston. Also
by FOWLER & WELLS, 131 Nassau street,

New York.
OLYGLOTT BIBLE. Ilu four Tino.
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French, each volume interleaved with the

English. Known as Bagster's Polyglott.—
Cost $-15.50. Will be sold for $15. "For sale
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ETTER PAPER— Prepared expressly

for those who write to their friends on
Spiritual Manifestations. 25 cents per quire.
For sale at this office.

nnilE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE—Her
X Divine Revelations, and a Voice to
Mankind. By A.J. Davis. $2.00. For sade
at this Office.



