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RELIABILITY OF SPIRITS.

We perceive, even in this world, a dis-
position among those of similar affections
and way of thinking- to associate togeth-
er—like with like; and this is prevented
only by external restraints, sach as natu-
ral relationship, pecuniary interests, rep-
utation, &c. The reflecting and careful
observer will very readily Gome to the
conclusion that when these external re-
straints are removed by our leaving this
world, and becoming inhabitants of the
spiritual world, that we shall then come
into the society of, and remain with, con-
genial spirits. If we, as to our spirits,
are even now inhabitants of the spiritual
world, which is fully sustained by the
phenomena of clairvoyance, somnambul-
ism, “spiritual manifestations,” &c., we
necessarily draw around Us, in the spirit
world, as friends and neighbors, spirits of
a similar quality with ourselves ; and if a
medium of communication is opened be-
tween the spiritual and natural worlds,
we necessarily come into communication
with such spirits. This is the view pre-
sented in Swedenborg’s revelations, and
is both consistent and rational; and like-
wise is most wonderfully corroborated by
the spiritual developcments which are
being witnessed at this day, and accounts
satisfactorily for the fact, which is now
becoming evident, that no dependence,
whatever, can generally be placed upon
the revelations which are being made

from the spirit world, in various pnrts of

our country.
If, then, we are now associated with

our like in the spirit world, it follows, as
a necessary consequence, that if we are
to receive truthful communications from
that world, by means of clairvoyance, the
“rappings,” and the like, two conditions
are indispensably necessary:

1st. That our ruling loves are love to
the Lord and our neighbor; and that we
have so far overcome our evil affections,
by regeneration, as to be associated with
good and angelic spirits; for such alone
are in truth, for all truths are in harmony

with these loves.
2d. That we arc in true faith and doc-

trines, ourselves. The importance of this
will be manifest, if the following passages
from Swedenborg, be true:—He says,
“That as soon as spirits begin to speak
with man, they come out of their spiritual
state into the natural state of man, and in
this case they know that they are with man,
and conjoin themselves with the thoughts
of his affection, and from those thoughts
speak with him. It is owing to this cir-
cumstance that the speaking spirit is in
the same principles with the man to whom
he speaks, whether they be true or false ;
and likewise that he excites them, and by
his affection conjoined to the man’s affec-
tion, strongly confirms them.” He says,
again, that “When man believes the Holy
Spirit speaks with him, or operates upon
him, the spirit also believes that he is the

Holy Spirit.”
1 As | intend to devote a separate com-
munication to the subject of Hell, in

which | shall give a most striking illus-

tration of my former statement, that in no
respect are the doctrines taught in Swe-
denborg’s writings, in harmony with old
church doctrines, | will now only state
that hell is not a place which the Lord
has formed to punish man in, but a state
of love of self and the world, which mar.
cultivates while in the enjoyment of free-
dom on earth, and from which the Lord
is ever in the effort to withhold and with-
draw him. As the Lord is the centre of
all truth and of heaven, so man’s self love
is the centre of all falsehood, and all in
hell are in falses. Therefore, when evil
spirits teach man what they believe to be
truths, they necessarily teach him falses ;
and as few of the inhabitants of the world,
in this degenerate age, can feel that the
work of regeneration has so far progressed
with them as to bring them constantly
within the sphere of good and angelic
spirits, | will make a few quotations from
Swedenborg, which should have the ef-
fect to make us not believe every spirit,
but to try the spirits.

lie says, “That spirits relate things ex-
ceedingly fictitious, and lie. When spir-
its begin to speak with man, he must
beware lest he believe them in anything;
for they say almost anything; things are
fabricated by thorn, and they lie ; for if
they were permitted to relate what heav-
en is, and how things are in the heavens,
they would tell so many lies, and indeed
with solemn affirmation, that man would

be astonished ; wherefore, when spirits
were speaking, | was not permitted to
have faith in the things which they relat-
ed. For they are extremely fond of fab-
ricating; and whenever any subject of
discourse is proposed, they think that they
know it, and give their opinions upon it,
one after another, one in one way, and
another in another, altogether as if they
knew; and if man then listens and be-
lieves, they press on, and deceive and se-
duce in divers ways : for example, if they
were permitted to tell about things to
come, about things unknown in the uni-
versal heaven, about all things whatsoever
that man desires, yet [they would tell] all
the things falsely, while from themselves:
wherefore let men beware lest they be-
lieve tlienl. On this account, the state of
speaking with spirits on this earth, is
most perilous, unless one is in true faith.
They induce so strong a persuasion that
it is the Lord himself who speaks and
commands, that man cannot but believe
and obey.”— Sp. Dianj, 1622.

“That spirits speaking are little to be
believed. Nothing is more familiar to
spirits who are speaking, than to say that
a thing is so or so; for they think that
they know everything, and indeed sol-
emnly assert that it is so, when yet it is
not so. From experiments made several
tiroes, it may be evident of what quality
they arc, and how they are to be be-
lieved ; when it is asked (of them] wheth-
er they know how this or that is, then one
after another says it is so, one differently
from another; even if there were a hun-
dred, one would say differently from an-
other ; and indeed, for a time, with confi-
dence, as if it were so, when yet it is not
so. As soon as they notice anything
which they do not know, they immediate-
ly suy that it is so; besides very many
other proofs that they speak as if they
knew, when yet they do not know.”—
Sp. Diary, 1902.

“That the things ichich I learned in rep-
and visions, and from dis-
courses with spirits and angels, are from,
the Lord alone. Whenever there was
any representation, vision, and discourse,
I was kept interiorly and most interiorly
in reflection upon it, as to what thence
wiu3 useful and good, thus what | might
learn therefrom; which reflection was not
thus attended to by those who presented
the representations and visions, and who

resentations
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were speakingl, yea, sometimes they wen
indignant when they perceived that 1 was
reflecting. Thus have | been instructed;
consequently by no spirit, nor by any
angel, but by the L otcl alone, from whom
is all truth and good; yea, wiren they-,
wished to instruct me concerning various
things, there was scarcely anything brit
what was false; wherefore | was prohib-
ited from belicying anything that they
spake; nor was | permitted to infer any
such thing aa was proper to them. Be-
sides, when they wished to persuade me,
| perceived an interior or most interior
persuasion that th'e tiling was such, and
not as they wished; which also they
wondered at; the perception was mani-
fest, but cannot be easily described to the
apprehension.”—Sp. Diary, 16-17.

| hive made the above extracts from
Swedenborg, as containing some of his
testimony as to the reliability of spirits,
ancl 1 will now make some, showing how
little we can depend upon their identity,
and the reader will then perceive that ac-
cording to Swedenborg, we may expect
just such cases as that of Capt. West, as
detailed in the Anthropologist, to occur
not unfrequently; and that those who
have had spirits appear in the rapping,
professing to be the spirits of friends, and
claiming to have died in California, need
not give themselves much uneasiness
until they know of their deaths from some
more authentic source ; for even though
they were to possess a clairvoyant, and
speak in the very tone and manner of
their friends, it would be no evidence of
their identity.

Swedenborg says, [Spiritual Diary,
2860, 2861, quoted in the Spirit World
of March 22, 1851.]

It will be seen, then, according to
the testimony of Swedenborg, that we
can rarely have any satisfactory evidence
that spirits communicating with us, pro-
fessing to have been our earthly friends,
are, in reality, such; and | have been
forcibly impressed with the idea that they
are, generally, only personating spirits,
conforming to the ideas in the minds of
those receiving communications,
looking over the various communications
by “rappings,” professing to come from
children. It is, certainly, reasonable to
suppose that a child grows up quite as
rapidly to manhood, in the spiritual world,
as in the natural—and the testimony of
Swedenborg is, that they do much moro-
rapidly—yet | have noticed that spirits
who have died children, even though they
may have been dead five, ten, or even
twenty or thirty years, ofteu manifest
themselves by very feeble raps, which is,
to say the least, very suspicious. Again,
one spirit, because lie died before lie
learned to spell, cannot spell hisname;
another, although he died before he was
six months old, can spell without any
trouble. If our friends, when they leave
this world, are spiritually allied to us,
that is, in similar affections, they will be
near us, and may, undoubtedly, commu-
nicate with us, through a medium, until
either our or their state changes. Our
natural friends are oftentimes far from
being our spiritual friends ; but still there
is often a great similarity between mem-
bers of the same family, and therefore
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communications may doubtless sometimes
be received from brothers, sisters, or pa-
rents ; but | have strong doubts about
their ever being received from children
who have died infants, although | must
admit that | am nut satisfied upon tikis
point, at present.

Any spirit, in speaking with man, comes
Into Iris natural state, and therefore into
all tire knowledge which tire man pos-
sesses, and for this reason can speak with
him i» any language with which tire man
is acquainted, even though tire spirit may
not have been acquainted with the lan-
guage while onh earth. In addition to
what | have already quoted, Swedenborg
says:

“Speaking with spirits, but rarely with
angels of heaven, is still given, and has
been given for many years back; but
when it is given, they speak with man in
his mother tongue, yetonly a few words ;
but they who speak from permission of
the Lord, never speak anything which
takes away freedom of reason, nor teach;
for the Lord above teaches man, but me-
diately through the Word in illustration,
which is treated of in what follows; that
it is so, it has been given to know, from
my own experience. 1 have had speech
with spirits and with angels, now for
many years, neither has any spirit dared,
nor any angel wished, to tell me anything,
still less to instruct me concerning any
thing in tire Word, or concerning any
doctrinaJs from the Word: but the Lord
alone has taught me, who was revealed
to me, and afterwards continually ap-
peared and appears before my eyes, as a
sun, in which he is, as he appears to the
angels, and has illustrated me.”—D. P.,
135.

“Speaking with the dead would pro-
duce a like effect, as miracles, concerning
which just above; namely, that man
would be persuaded and driven to worship
for a little time ; but because this deprives

| man of rationality, and at the same time
shuts in evils as was said above, this en-
chantment or internal bond is loosed, and
the evils shut in burst forth, with blas-
but this takes
| placeonly when the spirits induce some
dogma of religion, which is never done
by any good spirit, still less by any angel
| of heaven.”—D. P., 134.

We are told by Swedenborg, that in
the earliest awes of the world, men had
constant intercourse with angels, but that
when the inhabitants of the earth became
evil, it became necessary that the com-
munication should' be closed, to prevent
man’s being led into all manner of evil,
bv evil spirits with whom he then became
associated, according to the law of affini-
ty ; and that this communication was so
far closed up, for ages, that man hardly
knew that there was a spiritual world, and
life after death. The Jews had, to say
the least, a very indistinct idea of a life
after the death of the natural body, for
almost all their promises and expectations
were temporal. If, at this day, we are
coming into communication with the spir-
itual world, it is because we have, as a
light to our feet and a lamp to our paths,
in our spiritual investigations, the writ-
ings of a man who was raised up, quali-
fied, illuminated, and protected by the

Lord, to reveal to tis the laws of the spir-
itual world, and the stale of man after
death ; and it appears to me, that he who
approaches the spiritual world without a
knowledge of what Swedenborg has "writ-
ten, is like a vessel at sea, without ehher
compass, helm, or rudder.*

Nor is intercourse with the spiritual
world without danger, according to the
testimony of Swedenborg, for he says,—
“It is believed by many, that man may be
taught of the Lord by spirits speaking
with him ; but they who believe this, and
are willing to believe it, do cot know
that it is connected with danger to their
souls.”

One of the greatest dangers from opea
intercourse with the spirit world, is that
we shall receive the communications of
spirits as oracular, and thereby our ra-
tionality be laid aalecp, and our liberty
be destroyed, and we be confirmed in
false doctrines, and our evil loves be
strengthened by evil spirits. “Let B
believe not every spirit, bst try the spir-
its.”

Detroit, Mich., March 21,1851

*But how is it to be accounted for by our
esteemed correspondent, that if Swedenborg
was qualified, in the high sense he assumes,
that lie (Swedenborg) never wrote one word
of the wonderful spiritual manifestations now
taking place all over the country r—Ed.

SEW CHURCH VIEWS.

The following remarks on the recent

. spiritual manifestations, are from the
April number of the New Church Repos-
itory. The editor of the Repository puts
himself in what we can but consider a
emost unfortunate position—his sphere
would seem to be sectarian, from centre
to circumference; for while he admits
that “it is difficult to find anything in the
writings of Swedenborg, which affords an
. adequate solution” of the “spiritual mani-
festations,” he affirms that “no man of
the New Church can be either harmed or
beneflited by” them!!  And are we to un-
derstand, from this, that New Churchmen
are “like the heath in the desert, they do
not know when good cometh?” Are
they, indeed, so bound up in sectarian
dogmgs, that they cannot be beaefitted
by one of the most wonderful and extra-
ordinary manifestations of the Divine
Providence that ever was made to this
external world I Now, we do not believe
this ; on the contrary, we do not, cannot
doubt, but tliat the New Church has al-
ready been more benefitted by these man-
ifestations, than any ether one class of
people. How, indeed, can it be other-
wise? Do not these spiritual phenom-
ena, one and all, point the enquiring mind
to the writings of Swedenborg and his
followers? And if hundreds and thous-
ands are set to reading the New church
writings, by these occurrences, will not



tie New Church be thus benefited >—
Bat, to the following extracts. The arti-
cle from which they are taken is written
by the Rev. B. F. Bvrrett, now of Chica-
go, 111, an intelligent and liberal-minded
man, as this article is snsScient to show!

Swedenborg, in his Spiritual Diary,
tells ns of a certain class of “speaking
spirits,” who fancy themselves amazingly
wise, and capable of unravelling the
darkest mysteries® No subject can be
broached, however deep and intricate, but
they immediately know all about it, and
are- ready with an explanatiou. If they
possessed the attribute of omniscience,
they could hardly he more confident of
their ability to explain everything.—
“They wish,” says the illumined author,
“to be called intelligences or sciences,
and they thmk that they alone know, yea,
that they govern all things; but with a
difference. In every *degree there are
such spirits: . . . . they, however,
think bat little, although they imagine
that they think more than others.

“It is remarkable, that when any ob-
ject occurs, or when anything happens in
the other life, they immediately think that
they know what it is, and they speak as
though they knew it, and they say that it is
this or that, and they describe it as though
they knew all about it; thus one after
another describes it in a different manner;
Hence they entertain various opinions
concerning tilings which happen, and
which move any of their senses, and they
instantly persuade themselves that it is
s0.”

Now do we not often discover, in some
of our brethren of the New Church, a dis-
position resembling, in a striking degree,
that of the spirits here described ? Do
we not find them exceedingly unwilling
to confess their ignorance on any subject
—oprone to believe that they understand,
and are fully competent to explain the
most puzzling questions, and especially
questions of a spiritual or theological na-
ture ? Do we not often witness a mourn-
ful lack of that caution and modesty which
are characteristic of the true Christian
philosopher, and of that beautiful humili-

ty, too, which is not ashamed nor afraid to
say, “I don’t know,”—*I don’t understand
it,”—*“l am unable to explain it?” We
confess that we have often suffered pain
and mortification at the readiness with
which New Churchmen frequently under-
tike to explain some new fact or phenom-
enon, and the confidence which they be-
tray “that they know all about it.” As a
good illustration of this excessive confi-
dence, or want of humility among us—
this extreme reluctance to admit that any
spiritual phenomena may occur, which we
have not the key to unlock and explain—
take the things that have been said and
written by New Churchmen about the
“Rochester Rappings.”

It is presumed that most of our readers
have already been made acquainted with
the leading facts attending these curious
phenomena. They have learned these
through the public newspapers.

Such, then, is a brief statement of the
principal facts and phenomena alleged,
and although we have never witnessed
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any of these ﬁhenomena, and although we
know of nothing in the writings of the
New Church, that affords any chie to
their explanation—we fed bound to be-
lieve them, nevertheless. We believe
them, because to disbelieve would be to
set aside all the established laws of hu-
man testimony. For these remarkable
phenomena have occurred, not in one or
two places merely, but in hundreds of
places.

But if we are asked lo explain these
singular phenomena open New Church
principles, we are free to confess that we
know of nothing in the theological writ-
ings of Swedenborg that affords any ex-
planation of them. The New Theology
Is as void as the Old, of any rational so-
lution of these mysteries. And to pre-
tend otherwise—to hold out the idea that
these things are no mysteries to us, that
they are all susceptible of an easy ex-
planation in tile light of the New Jerusa-
lem, seems to us like a vain boast. And
howeveF good oar intentions may be, we
are guilty of a positive wrong, do a posi-
tive injury to ourselves and the Chnrch,
by pretending that we, and we alone,
hold the key to the solution of these
things. We have no such key. As to
any rational explanation of these phenom-
ena, we are as much in the dark as the
Old Church, save that we have a well-
grounded conviction of the existence,
reality, and intimate presence of the spir-
itual world. And this, we say, after a
thorough and careful study of the writings
of Swedenborg, and after listening to,
and perusing attentively what has been
said and written by New Churchmen on
this subject. In this opinion we arc
aware of differing from some of our breth-
ren; for in an article which appeared in
a lata Western paper, on this subject, the
writer says : “In looking around into the
various prevailing systems of theology,
with their collateral philosophies, we seek
in vain for any explanation of the myste-
ry of ‘spirit knocking,” for a guide to lead
us out of the labyrinthian difficulties
which facts have created around us, except
in one quarter. In the doctrines of the
New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborgian)
there are explicit declarations on this
point.”

If there are any such “explicit declara-
tions,” we have never met with them.
For, let us keep in mind the nature of the
phonomena alleged. Material substances
are suspended in mid-air, or moved about
from place to place, without the interven-
tion of material hands, or any visible agen-
cy. And as these operations (supposed
to be the work of spirits) take place with-
in the domains of this lower world, and
are visible to the natural eye, so the
sounds or “rappings” are produced in the
natural sphere, and are audible to the
natural ear. Now, where, in all the writ-
ings Qf Swedenborg, are there any “ex-
plicit declarations” in elucidation of such
phenomena as these? Where are we
taught that spirits have the power to act
thu3 directly upon matter ?

New Churchmen who have attempted
an explanation of these strange occurren-
ces, have not given precisely the same
explanation—a fact sufficient of itself to
show that the explanation is our own, and
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not Swedenborgs, and that he has said
nothing at all “explicit” ua the subject.
Some denominate these “rappings” an
“electrical or galvanic” mode of commu-
nication between the spiritual and the
natural worlds. Our reply to this is.
Well, it may be so; this is as probable as
anything else. But, besides going only
a very short wav towards explaining the
mitter, we ask if this is the .Wir Church
explanation of it? Is it among the doc-
trines o f the .N«f Church, that spirits in
the other world, and men in this world,
may communicate with each other by the
aid of galvanism or electricity, like two
remote cities connected by Morse’s tele-
graph wires ?  Where, in anv of his writ-
ings, has the herald of the New Jerusa-
lem hinted at anything of the sort, or said
anything from which such an inference
may fairly be deduced ? And if nowhere,
then how happens this to be a .\Vcic
Church explanation of the matter, admit-
ting it to be any explanation at all ?  Are
galvanism and electricity to be claimed
as the exclusive property of the New
Church ? There is, undoubtedly, a sense
in winch these, like the stian engine,
and all other inventions and discoveries
made since the tune of the last judgment,
may be said to belong to the New Dis-
pensation. But it would provoke a smile
on all our checks, if a New Churchman,
by reference to the known laws of the
electric fluid, should pretend that he was
explaining the phenomena of thunder
and lightning, or the operations of the
electric telegraph, upon ,\eto Church
principles.

Let us turn now to the explanation of
these phenomena, given in the Boston
New Jerusalem Magazine. In the last
June No. of that work, we find a letter
From the Rev. Mr. Phelps, of Connecti-
cut, from which we have already made a
quotation, in which he gives some account
of the strange occurrences that had taken
place in his house. This letter is fol-
lowed by some remarks from the editor,
in which, after stating what New Church
people have learned concerning the con-
nection between the natural and the spir-
itual worlds, lie says: “We also learn
from Swedenborg that it is possible that
the presence of spirits with inen may be-
come manifest, so that actual communi-
cations may lake place between them and
men in the world.” Tins remark from
the editor of the Magazine, coining, as it
does, immediately after the letter from
the Rev. Mr. Phelps, and unaccompanied
by any explanation of the manner in
which Swedenborg says “that the pres-
ence of spirits with men may become
manifest,” is calculated, we think, to mis-
lead persons unacquainted with our doc-
trines. For, nothing being said to the
contrary, one would naturally infer that it
is agreeable to the teachings of Sweden-
borg, that spirits can manifest their pres-
ence with men by moving “knives, forks,
spoons,” &.c., and that “actual communi-
cations may take place between them and
men in the world,” by means of “rap-
pings” or sounds produced by spirits, and
heard with the natural ear. It is some-
what surprising that the editor should
have dismissed the subject just where he
did, for his remarks, we think, could
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hardly (ail to produce &false impression
upon the minds of his readers.

We now come to the Mazarine's ex-
planation, or attempted explanation of
these phenomena, in the light of the New
Church—an explanation which strikes us
as a signal failure, notwithstanding the
editor thinks it presents such “an inter-
esting view of the subject.”

The writer sets out with the assumption
(an assumption which we must regard as
wholly unauthorized) that spirits are aide,
by turning themselves to men, to transfer
to themselves all the bodily senses of
men, and all their natural faculties, i. e.
that they come, temporarily, into the ex-
ercise of man’ natural sight, natural
hearing, natural powers of speaking, feel-
ing, and acting, and consequently are
able to do in the natural world whatever
men can do—eat and drink material rood
without material organs of digestion, and
handle material objects without material
hands. “Spirits,” he maintains, “can ex-
ert power m the natural world without
confounding natural and spiritual tilings.
They are not prevented by the lack of
natural faculties. They can assnme and
exercise the faculties of men in the world
when the Lord permits”—*“natural sight,
or speech, or any other natural Lenity.”
But the argument, as based upon the
teachings ot Swedenborg, whereby the
writer endeavors to sustain himself in this
position, strikes ns as singularly defec-
tive.

He begins by referring to .what our il-
lumined author says of the ability of
sgirits, “tosec things in the natural world,
through the eyes of men ;” the meaning of
which, as he'understands it, is, that “the
spirits see by means of the natural eyes of
men. That is, they come into the exer-
cise, for the time being, of natural sight,
whenever they associate in the natural
degree with men. What the man can
see, the spirit also can see, because he
appropriates to himself the faculties of
the man." In other words, the spirit, by
turning himself to a man, becomes at
once possessed of man’s natural power of
vision, or the power of seeing objects in
the natural world.

Whether or not “the man’s eyes are
used mechanically, as eyes for the spirit,"
on such occasions, is a point which we
will not stop here to discuss. We would
simply remark, in passing, that the plain
teaching of our illumined scribe on this
subject, is, that the spirit so conjoins him-
selfto the man to whom he turns, that he
knows no otherwise than that the natural
sight, hearing, speech, Ate., appertaining
to the man, are his own. The spirit uses
the faculties of the man with whom he is
conjoined, as if they were his oim, and
without knowing or thinking that they
were wof his own.

Now, as the teaching of Swedenborg
on this point is made (he basis of the
Magazine's .Wir Church explanation of
the phenomena in question, or the writer’s
sendeavor to illustrate the manner in
which spirits approach the natural world,
and act upon material substances,” it
claims from us an attentive examination.
And the first thing which strikes ns (and
a most important fact it is, in this con-
nection,) is Swedenborg's uniform declar-
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ation that a spirit cannot, by turning him-
selfto any man in his ordinary state, come
into the use of the man’s natural sight,
hearing, taste, &c. He everywhere lays
it down as an indispensable condition of
a spirit’s seeing natural objects, that the
man with wltont he is conjoined must be
in open communication with the spiritual
world, i. e. must have his spiritual senses
open. Thus he says: “An angel and
spirit cannot see anything in the natural
world, uniess they be with a man to whom
it is given to speak with them."—II. II.
582. “Spirits and angels, when it pleases
the Lord, can sec the objects of the world
through the eves of men ; hut this is only
granted by the Lord, when He gives to
man to discourse with spirits and angels,
and to be in company with them. It has
thus been granted to them to see through
my eyes the objects of this world, and to
see them as distinctly as myself, and also
to hear what was said by men discoursing
With Me...oiiiiiiie | have been in
formed that, with other mm, spirits and
angels do not sec the least of anything
in this world, but only perceive the
thoughts and affections' of those with
whom they are associated.”—.4. C. 1880.
“It is, however, to be noted, that they
who are in the oilier life, cannot see any
thing which is in the world, through the
eyes of any man (tdicujus hominis, i. e. of
any or every man indiscriminately); the
reason why they could see through my
eyes was, because | am in the spirit with
them, and at the same time in the body
with those who are in the world."—,1. C,
4022. (See also Il. H. 252, E. Un 135,
I. C. 5802.)

Thus are we clearly taught, that no
spirit or angel can come into the tempo-
rary enjoyment of the natural senses ap-
pertaining to man, except upon this con-
dition, viz., that the individual with whom
the spirit is conjoined, must have his spir-
itual senses opened. The spirit then uses
the_eyes, ears, tongue, &c., of the man,
as if they were his own, and not knowing
at the time hut they are his own. If the
man’s natural eyesight were suddenly de-
stroyed or taken away, the spirit would
as suddenly lose his power to see natural
things; and if the man’s spiritual sight
were suddenly closed, the same result
would follow.

It is, then, we apprehend, a great mis-
take to suppose, with this writer in the
Magazine, that the passages in which
Swedenborg speaks of spirits being some-
rimes permitted to see natural objects
through the eyes of men, and to hear nat-
ural sounds through their cars, and to
speak to them in natural language, afford
any explanation or illustration if the
“Rochester Rappings.” For in all such
cases of permission we are taught that
the subjects in the natural world, through
whom the spirits sec, hear, Aic., must
have their spiritual senses opened; other-
wise, no such permission can be given.

But it is not pretended that any of the.

persons who hear these rappings—not
even those who are thought to be the
“mediums”—have their- spiritual senses
opened, so as to enable them to sec and
converse with spirits. The sounds are
heard alike by all the company present,
and obviously enter the organ of hearing

by an external way, like all natural
sounds. Between these “rappings,” then,
and the speech of spirits with man, which
is sometimes permitted, there appears to
be no analogy whatever; therefore the
teachings of Swedenborg upon the latter
ulvject, furnish no clue to an explanation
of the former, as the writer in the Maga-
me Supposes.

Equally illogical and unauthorized—
nay, more so—is this writer’s conclusion
in regard to the ability of spirits to handle
and move natural objects, as in the cases
narrated by the Rev. Mr. Phelps. No
such possibility as this is fairly to be in-
ferred from the passages in Swedenborg
here referred to, even if the “medium”
had his spiritual senses opened, which is
not pretended. For we have seen that
when a spirit is permitted to see natural
objects, or hear natural sounds, it is by
means of the eyes and ears of some man
in the natural world, with whom the spir-
it is in conjunction. The conjunction is
such that, the man’s natural senses are as
much at the command of the spirit, for
the time being, ns of the man himself.
He uses them as if they were his own—
not knowing, indeed, but they are—and
this, too, without depriving the man of the
use of them at the same time. Thus the
spirit sees through the man’s eyes, hears
through his ears, tastes by means of his
tongue or gustatory organs, "and never
mwithout these. Consequently, if he feel
natural objects, it must be through the
man’s sense of feeling; and if he handle
or move them, it must be with the man's
hands that he does it, and never without
them. This, we say, is the fair and logi-
cal inference from the teaching of Swe-
denborg, which the writer in the Maga-
zine lias referred to, as the basis of liis
New Church argument on this subject.
How, therefore, from such a starring
point, he is able to reach the conclusion
that spirits may handle ar.d move natural
objects, without the hands of man, or any
other visible agency, is rather a puzzling
question.- We presume, however, that
this false inference results from the mis-
take into which the writer seems to have
fallen, as to Swedenborg’s meaning,
when -he speaks of spirits seeing nat-
ural things through the eyes of men.—
His interpretation of this language is
such as leads him to conclude that spirits,
by turning themselves to men, come
into the exercise of all men’s natural
senses and faculties, which they are able
to use for the time being, quite inde-
pendently of those natural organs through
which the same faculties are exercised by
men. |f a spirit is able so to transfer to
himselfthe power of natural vision, as to
enable him to see natural objects quite
independently of the natural organ of
sight appertaining to him with whom he
is conjoined, then why may he not so
transfer to himself the power to feel and
handle natural objects, as to enable him
to do this independently of the man’s
natural hands? This appears to be the
writer’s argument; and his conclusion,
though legitimately reached, is false, be-
cause based upon a false assumption, or a
mistaken view of Swedenborg’s language.

Nor do we conceive that the writer in
the Magazine has any sufficient warrant,



the

either in the writings of the church, or
in the events that have transpired, for
pronouncing the following oracutar de-
cision upon the origin und character of
the manifestations in question. “YWVc
may be sure they ore disorderly in their
character and tendency, and if permitted
that they are permitted as evils.” Ihat
some of the phenomena referred to are
produced by evil spirits, and therefore
“permitted as evils,” there can be but
little doubt. Probably most of them are
the work of foolish, disorderly, and fan-
tastic spirits; but we do not feel so
“sure” that they are all of this character.
Some facts that have come to our knowl-
edge would seem not only to authorize,
but almost to necessitate, the conclusion,
that there are some good and orderly
spirits engaged in this business; such,
for example, as the spirits advising some
persons with whom they have communi-
cated, and who have asked how they
might obtain correct information in re-
gard to the spiritual world—to procure
and read the toritings of Swedenborg; and
persons having followed the counsel of
their spiritual advisers, are said to have
become interested readers and receivers
of the Heavenly Doctrines. If such ad-
vice can be supposed to have emanated
from evil spirits, then we must suppose
the Devil to be interested in undermining
and destroying his own kingdom; for
surely nothing is better calculated to do
this than the waitings of Swedenborg.

The truth probably is, that while many
disorderly and fantastic spirits are con-
cerned in making the communications,
and producing the phenomena in ques-
tion, there are also some good and wise
ones. Not devils alone are attendant on
man. We are, while in the natural
world, between heaven and hell, and re-
ceiving influx from both. And we con-
ceive it to be quite as much the “nature”
of angelic sptrits to do some of the things
alleged in these remarkable occurrences,
“when they find men fit to be used for
their purposes,” as it is the nature of in-
fernals to do the others. The right rule of
action here, therefore, as in other cases,
is not to reject every communication from
this source as certainly from hell, nor to
receive every communication as certainly
from heaven, but to heed the Apostle’s
advice, “Beloved, believe not every spir-
it, but try the spirits whether they are of
God; because many false prophets are
gone out into the world.”

It strikes us a little remarkable that
the writer should feel so sure nbout the
evil and disorderly character of the spirits
concerned in these rappings, when his
entire New Church argument in explana-
tion of them is based upon what Sweden-
borg teaches concerning angelic inter-
course with men. The passages to which
he refers, and on which he builds his ar-
gument, are those in which E. $. speaks
of wtgels seeing natural objects through
the eyes of men, and speaking in men’s
natural language. Htrange that he should

I so soon have forgotten this, as he seems
to have done ; and still more strange, if
he did not forget it, that he should have
failed to perceive how ill adapted is the
basis of his argument to support his very
positive assurance as to the character of

spirit world

the spirits concerned in the phenomena
alleged. We arc not to infer, because
these things are out of the common course
of events, and fall under the laws of per-
mission, that they are therefore necessari-
ly evil and disorderly. It is by divine
permission, and a thing quite out of the
common line of human experience, that
men are sometimes privileged with a
view of the spiritual world, and that an-
gels sometimes see the things of this
world through the eyes of men. But
who in the New Church would think of
pronouncing such intercourse disorderly,
on this account, or of saying that it is
“permitted as an evil ?” Swedenborg
speaks of it as a matter of rejoicing to the
angels, that they were able to see natural
objects through his eyes, and that thus
communication was opened between the
two worlds. “When my interior sight
was first opened,” he says, “and spirits
and angels, saw, through my eyes, the
world, and the objects contained in it,
they were so astonished, that they called
it a miracle of miracles, and were affect-
ed with a new joy, that a communication
was thus opened between earth and heav-
en.”—.tf. C. 1880.

We repeat, then, that because of the
mysterious and inexplicable nature of the
phenomena in question, because they are
things quite out of the common order and
course of events, we do not therefore feel
warranted in saying that they must, of
necessity, be all disorderly, or the work
of evil and mischievous spirits; though
we doubt not that some, perhaps many of
them, are so, because “a good tree cannot
bring forth evil fruit,” and some of the
alleged works of these spirits prove them
to be both foolish and Avicked.

It was our purpose to have commented
upon some other parts of the article in
the Magazine, which we think open to
objection, but our remarks having already
extended beyond the limits proposed, Ae
furbear.

In conclusion, we would add, that while
we admit the substantial verity of Avhat is
alleged respecting the “Rochester Rap-
pings,” and their accompanying phenom-
ena—admit it, because we find ourselves
compelled to do so by all the known laws
of human testimony—if Ae are asked for
an explanation of them, we frankly con-
fess that we have none to offer. We
know of nothing in all the Awvritings of
Swedenborg—and this we say after a
long and patient study of them—that
throAvs any light upon these singular phe-
nomena. As to their nature, design,
mode of production, or the laws that gov-
ern them, we have no opinion sufficiently
well sustained by the alleged facts, and
by the teachings and philosophy of the
N cav Church, to venture an expression
of it. We might speculate upon thorn for
a long time, us others have done; but
probably our speculations would be about
as crude os theirs, and—about as worth-
less.

The New Church, if it Avould confess
the truth, is just as much in the dark here
as the Old, and the true Avny to come into
more light on the subject, is not, ns we
think, to pretend that we already “know
all about” the matter, but frankly to ac-
knowledge our ignorance. Our principal

117

object in penning this article has been to
point out some of the fallacies and incon-
clusiveness of the article in the Magazine,
which the editor takes occasion to com-
mend, and to deprecate the inclination,
by no means uncommon among us, to be-
lieve that Ae are able to explain every
thing, and especially all such phenomena
as appear to be allied to their spiritual
sphere. The truth is often wounded in
the house of its friends; and in no way,
perhaps, does it suffer more than from the
false assumptions and inconclusive rea-
sonings put forth in its defence. Among
individuals it is ever an indication of
weakness and superficiality to pretend to
much knowledge, or to be ashamed or
afraid to say, “lI don’t know.” And the

same holds true in relation to bodies of
rnen, or churches. And when the N cav

Church shall become sufficiently devel-

oped here on earth, to be conscious of
her real power and glory, she will be less

pretentious, we think, and less anxious

than now and formerly, to explain every

thing. She will feel that she can afford

sometimes to confess ignorance; and this

very confession will be some evidence of

her true greatness and strength.

EDITORIAL.

BOSTON, SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 1S51.

IDENTITY OF SPIRITS.

“May 1 know what spirit this is, com-
municating with me now ?” Those famil-
iar with sittings for responses from the
spirit world, need not be told how very
common it is to hear this question asked.
We hear certain “sounds” made. We feel
the vibrations in the external substance,
and we know that they are made by some
invisible intelligence. ButicAoisit? And
if the invisible gives me to understand that
it is my father, or child, how shall 1 know
that it is really the spirit it purports to be ?

True, there are always a variety of cir-
cumstances and corroborating facts, which
may combine to convince and satisfy me,
beyond all doubt. But the same facts
would not have the same influence upon
any other mind. All minds are not alike in
the degrees of their developement. As
the mind progresses in the knowledge
of spiritual laws, it will, of course, become
more and mord easy for it to be satisfied of
the identity of spirits. But an attempt is
now made, on the part of the spirit world,
to use certain means which address them-
selves to the external senses, not merely of
such as want a knowledge of the identity
of one spirit, but to such as lack all belief
as to whether there be any spirits out of the
human body. For skeptics and atheists (if
there be such, really,) hear the “sounds”
made by spirits. They also see physical
bodies moved without human agency. But
still, they say, if done by spirits, adio, or
what spirits, are they? Nor would it sat-
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isfy them to be told it was the spirit of St-
rati!, or Nero, of old. These personages
we never knew in this world ; mid should
not know them now, if they were to appear
to us. In this manner, many of us are dis-
posed to reason on this subject. And, as if
to satisfy a class of minds that cannot well
be satisfied in any other way, spirits have
recently adopted a new method, certainly,
for demonstrating their presence and iden-
tity to the external senses of their relatives
in this world. We hive before alluded to
their having written, and made fac similes
of their signatures. This lias been done in
our family, almost daily, for some weeks
past. It has been done under a variety of
circumstances, calculated to demonstrate
the presence of invisible spirits, as well as
their identity.

The case described by Dr. Skinner, in
our seventh number, was in point; and
others, ofa similar kind, are constantly oc-
curring. On the 14th of February, Mr.
Daniel Davis, (the well-known electrical
and inagnetical instrument maker,) called
here with his lady. He asked for the spir-
it of his father, and received a promise of
an attempt at writing. The spirit did so;
when Mr. Davis immediately took from liis
pocket a paper containing his father’s sig-
nature, made before his death, and on com-
paring the word “Davis,” written by the
spirit, with the name on the paper, it was
manifest that the “D” was made by the
same hand, and the whole name bore re-
semblance enough to satisfy the son that
the writing was produced by the spirit of
his father. Indeed, Mr. Davis well re-
marked that this was, to him, the most easy
and satisfactory way in which R was possi-
ble to account for what had been done.

Here, then, we have an advance, in these
spiritual manifestations, which must not
only arrest attention, but go very far toward
putting the question of identity at rest, in a
certain class of minds, which, perhaps,
could not be reached in any other way. If
our earthly friends were to go far away,
and stay so long that we could not recog-
nize them, on their return, yet if they
should, in our presence, write their names,
and give us the identical signatures we for-
merly knew to be theirs, we should, prob-
ably, be inclined to give it up, and admit
what we otherwise could not possibly be-
lieve. If the “hand writing” does not
prove identity, what would? And espe-
cially when the writing is produced in your
presence, and under circumstances that ab-
solutely preclude the presumption or belief
that it was, or evpn could have been pro-
duced by any human being, present or ab-
sent! Do the prevalent sectarian dogmas
depend upon evidence half so conclusive
and satisfactory as this ?

T Il E SPIB [T W O1B U
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Having spoken so freely of the reliability
of spirits who have left tins sphere, it would
be unpardonable not to propose a similar
process for self-examination. For, certain-
ly’, after all, it is a question of paramount
importance, as to how far each mortal may
rely upon himself. Our sense of want
cause's us to rely upon>others. When
wanting information, wo look to what we
believe to be superior wisdom, for its Le-
stowment. Hut our ignorance renders us
liable to be deceived. Hence comes the
exercise of caution. And as 1 desire to as-
sist my readers in the acquisition of infor-
mation of the spiritual world, to which we
arc all tending, it may he useful to put.
what | have to say into such form as will
enable each one to appreciate my design,
and to lay up what is offered in the memo-1
ry, so as to be really’ and permanently ben-
efitted by it.

1. Your sense of dependence should lead
you, first, to the highest source of all good,
all justice,and all truth. That source is
the Infinite Man, who is the Father of
us ail. He has certainly revealed himself
in various degrees, in all kingdoms, all
worlds, in all forms of life, and in the nu-
man foum, as God-Man. In that form
he is “First and Last,” “All and in AIl.”
If you are a finite man, lie is an Infinite
Man; and in that form in which he has
made himself most known to the human
race, you may see liim, know him, love him,
approach him, and from him receive all
that you need.

The great importance of having a just
idea of God, appears, from this considera-
tion, that the idea of God constitutes the
inmost thought of all those who have any
reliirion; for all things of religion and di-
vine worship have respect to God. And as
God is universally’ and particularly in all
things of religion and of worship, therefore,
unless there be a just idea of God, no com-
munication is possible with the heavens.
Hence it is, in the spiritual world, every
nation lias its place, according to its idea of
God, as a Man ; for in this, and in no other,
is the idea of the Lord. Tiiat the state of
every man’s life, after death, is according
to the idea of God which he has confirmed
in himself, appears manifestly from the re-
verse of the proposition, namely, that the
negation of Gcd constitutes hell; and in
the Christian world, the negation of the
Lord’sdivinity.—Swedenborg's Divine Love
and Wisdom, 13.

2. Be yourself, at heart, good and truth-
ful. Love good, for goodness’ sake ; love
justice, for the sake of justice ; and love
truth, for its own sake. In proportion as
you love goodness and truth, you become
receptive of these qualities, and must ne-
cessarily repel what is false and evil.

3. You want information of the spirit-
ual world, that is to bo the final home of
all. Hence, you should read those works
which treat expressly upon its laws.—

Among those are the writings of Sweden-
borg, A. J. Davis, and the Seercss of Pro-
vost ; also, the “Spirit World,” and “ Spirit
Meiisenger.” These paper.) should lie read
because they contain accounts of what in
daily developed from the spiritual world,
and without a knowledge of which no one
can hope to have any tolerable idea of spir-
itual philosophy’.

4. In your intercourse with spirits, al-
ways treat them Kkindly. NoHt Kusp. ct,
accuse, or repel them, without sufficient
cause.

5. Take nothing for granted, because it
is said by’ spirits.  Use your own judgment
in all things. Obtain all the information
you can, from all available sources, ami
then decide for yourself; and never art
merely upon advice given j’ou from the
spiritual world, except when your own
judgment approves, and you are willing,

in case you should fail or be involved
in trouble, to bear the responsibility of it,
yourself.

6. An honest maintenance of the above
described state of mind, will assist you, al-
ways, not only in detecting what would be
false and evil to you, but also to repel what-
ever might otherwise tend to lead y'ou
astray. As you are individualized, you
must suffer for yourself, rejoice in yourself.
If you err, it is yourself tiiat is injured.
You must “work out your own salvation ”
Think, judge, for yourself. Pray, love, and
believe, for yourself.

Dogmatical—A correspondent of one
of our exchanges suggests that we should
have one paper, called “The Spirit Guide,"
as he thinks “itis most evident that we

want some guide byTwhich to judge of thEfl

reliability of communications received from
spirits ;” though he says, in the next para-
graph, that “the works of Swedenborg
contain the fullest and most reliable infor-
mation” on this subject.

Then, what do wc uicant,”” that we have
notgot? Or does lie mean that he “wants”
a better “guide” than Swedenborg?

“ As loftiest mountains cateli the earliest light,
Till, by degrees, the lowest plains grow bright,
So dawns the truth upon the greatest minds,
Before the thought the lower mortal finds.”

But what would that correspondent have
us understand by liis “Spirit Guide 7?7 A
paper that should be a guide for the spirits?
or a guide for mortals who seek for infor-
mation about the spiritual world ? if for
the latter, it should be called “The Mortals'
Guide,” or “The Human Guide.”

Or perhaps lie will say that we wanta
better “guide” than any human being ever
was, or ever can be. In this we should
agree with him, believing, as we do, that
Swedenborg, himself, has presented to mor.

N
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tnU precisely such n guidae as is wanted by

all mankind.

*(Creator, Lord, and loviiiC Spring
Of Love within me, I will mug
Mv”elf on thy sustaining breast,
Conhdcnt there, to tind my re*

ﬁ” {plgi[ | ﬁrar\]/e,I I had f_n>r-1r1’+HeW.
| do not think that Ihoit »r* far
Away. Nay, where Ihou art, we are.

lie TAoh my teacher. Make mv land
TVW. above all, *= nnderstand.
Defend us from the prate of fools,
And front the theories of schools.

And from the bilgotry of churches,
And philological researches,

Thou wilt not fail the smallest creature,
Thou, the sustaincr of all nature.

Caution Repeated.—The accounts we
have seen of spiritual manifestations in Ot-
sego Co., N. Y., and other places, induce
the repetition of the caution we have re-
peatedly uttered before, in respect to what
has been improperly called being “mag-
netized by spirits.” Once alloic that spir-
its do ichat the “medium” participates in,
more or less, and you open the door for
endless delusion and fanaticism. Spirits,
we know, may or may not move the hand
of a medium, but how are we to distinguish
between what the spirit does and that which
is or may be done by the human medium ?
It is marvelous what delusions people some-
times fall into. One says, “I requested my
guardian spirit to raise my hand to my
head, and he did so, immediately.” Ah,
indeed, and how do you knoic that your
hand went up to your head, merely by the
spirit's influence? Your own soul may
have moved your arm, or the spirit may
have assisted you to raise your hand, while
vou may not Irtve been conscious of doing
any part of the act yourself. An act should
not be attributed to spirits which they
merely assist in doing; and much less
should we attribute acts to spirits which it
is scarcely possible to prove that they par-
ticipated in, at all.

Slates of mind which may be self-in-
duced, should be attributed to spirits with
great caution. There is fanaticism enough
in our world, already. Let us hope that
the recent spiritual manifestations may not
be so perverted by mortals as to increase it
in any form or degree.

To Correspondents.— “A Lover of
Tiuth,” Auburn, N. Y.—W. M. Fernald,
on Clairvoyance—and a letter from D.
Lyman, Jr., next week. Our correspond-
ents must not imagine that their articles
are rejected, because they do not appear
immediately. We have an excellent piece
of poetry, from Dr. Thayer, of Dedham,
which we could not insert very well, on
account of the length of the lines.

SPIRIT WORLD.

in
Ci.AUtvoTANCE.—A Frenchman is said to
be now engaged in exhibiting his nephew,
in New York, who possesses the power of
clairvoyance to such a degree ns to be able,
fH his normal state, to read his uncle's
thoughts, while they are in separate rooms.
If tills can be done while the parties are so
for apart, that the external senses cannot be
reached, it is certainly wonderful. The
Scotch lads exhibited about the country by
Mr. P. T. Barnum, performed in this way,
but it was always understood that they
operated by the use of the external senses,
and not In* real clairvoyance at all.
Sympathetic clairvoyance, by which a
person entranced reads the thoughts of an-
other, at a distance, is quite common ; but
it is not common for this powef to be de-
veloped in the normal state.

Miss Jennie Revnoldson, the Scotch
vocalist, is now engaged to sing every
night, at Amory llall. And thus, while
the delighted spectator beholds the wonders
of the celebrated Mammoth Cave of Ken-
tucky, his soul is ravished with strains of
music more fascinating than it is in the
power of language to describe. We heard
Jennie, the first night of her performing
in this city, and have heard her every op-
portunity since, and do not hesitate to pro-
nounce her singing far superior to any that
we have heard in this city, for many a
year, not excepting that of the Swedish
Jenny, whom we heard three times.

JjF“Some Further Remarks on the
Glorification of Jesus Christ, involving the
True Doctrine of Atonement, by W. M.
Fernald, next Sunday afternoon, at Wash-
ingtonian Hall, 21 Bromfield street. This
will conclude Sir. Fernald's discourses, for
the season.

Hine's Progress Pamphi.ets.— NO. 3,
of the series is The Tenant-. It is dis-
cussed under the six following heads, viz :
History of Tenantry ; injustice of Tenant-
ry ; Wastefulness of Tenantry ; Demorali-
zation of Tenantry ; Servitude of Tenantry;
-Redemption from Tenantry. The question
is handled with the vigor which is charac-
teristic of the author. The truths he presents
should arrest the attention oflhe Working
Classes, and indeed of the whole eonimnni-
tv, for they are vital to the prosperity of
States and the stability of governments.
The price of each number of these (rami
plilets is ten cents. Cincinnati: J3agley
&, Freeman.—Ji. S. Bugle.

The Art of Coughing—It s injuri—
ous to cough leaning forward, as it serves
to compress the lungs, and makes the ir-
ritation greater. Persons prone to the en-
joyment should keep their necks straight,
and throw out the chest. JBy these means
the lungs expand, and the windpipe is
kept free and clear. There isan art in
everything, nnd the art of coughing is,
perhaps, ns important as any other.
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COBRESPOKDEKCE.

Glenn's Falls, A'. Y., March 22,1331.

Br. Sunderland,—That the day Jong
since foretold by prophets, is at hand,
“even at our doors,” those who hold con-
verse with tlie holy angels, already per-
ceive. To such, prophecy is no longer a
mystery—miracles no strange, nnnatnral
phenomena, or the doctrines of tlie crnci-
tied Redeemer so many subtle dogmas,
which require ot the individual to annihi-
late himself in order to receive, through
“the church,” a solution of their mysteri-
ous meanings; for to such the spirit of
prophecy is given, miracles are daily
wrought in their presence, and the glori-
ous doctrines of the Gospel are felt to be
realities which require no creed, only a
pure heart to expound, ns it is impressed
with its truths.

There are thousands scattered through-
out the country, who know that true
Christianity seeks a perfect individualism
in the progress of tlie race; and that
such individualism has notand cannot be
attained while we adhere to existing
forms of faith, ns set forth in the creeds
of tlie sects. So long as the creeds are
deemed authoritative, will be considered
by the multitudes Christ came to save, as
of higher authority titan the voice of
God.

Each one of us, in our isolated position,
feels incompetent to exert sufficient influ-
ence to bring the respective communities
in which we live, up to a knowledge of
themselves, much loss to a knowledge of
tlie true character of God. So far as as-
sistance from man is concerned, we are
unaided, and in our intellectual and moral
solitudes we hold communion only with
the invisible and immortal. How many
such minds, strong and true, are praying
for tlie kingdom of heaven to be perma-
nently established in the earth, that sec-
tarianism, pride, and lust, may hinder no
more the proper exercise of the powers
of the human soul; nnd that a pure mo-
rality and holier affinities may unite man
to his fellow man.

To effect this object, to strengthen those
who have toiled on in the hope of vic-
tory, to confirm the feeble and cheer the
desponding, and for tlie purpose of com-
paring and harmonizing soul with soul,
at tlie same time resolve to unite ou some
plan that will tend to secure the perfect
individualism of the race—why would it
not be for tlie good of our common canse
to call a convention, composed of such
minds as feel the necessity of assuming a
higher position than that taken by the
sects now existing, to a-semble at such
time uml place as yourself and those edi-
tors engaged with you in this desirable
reform, may select?

Look at the object! The nearer ap-
proach ot God’s kingdom to tlie hearts of
Iris children ; the lifting up of the veil
that has shut immortality from the view
of mortals ; the preparing of a way that
shall be called “the way of holiness,” in
which the free and pure may walk; and
the concentration of intellectual and mor-
al power, to devise Bays and moans tor
the farther dissemination of religious
truth. Look at that assemblage! Men
—not slaves—who can say, with Paul, |
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am “free born ¢’
creeds and dogmas that have heretofore
separated the children ortho One Father,
abandoned, and all men united in harmo-

nizing and developing tlieir souls : men j
who, having thought and acted tor them- j
selves, are determined to resist every in- j
fluence which seeks to sink the individual i

in the sect, and institute in its stead a
perfect individualism in the fnity of the
race. Such an object is most certainly
worthy of being considered, and such an
assemblage would, will, save the world.
Were such a meeting called and sus-
tained by the good and tine, the place
would be to me more than .was ever
Mount Zion to a Hebrew', and the day a
Sabbath to my trusting heart.

Yours, ill the Gospel of God,
D.S. Morey.

South KiUingly, Ct., Manh 17, 1831.

Friend Sunderland,—“The day spring
from on high hath visited us, to give
light to them that sit in darkness and in
the shadow [fear] of death.” Last Fri-
day, (14th) for the first time, | was one of
a circle where the invisibles conversed
with mortals, at the house of Mr. N. Law,-
in this town.

Having heard that at this house the spir-
its of the departed were giving satisfac-
tory responses to all whose sincerity ren-
dered them worthy of the spirits’regard, |
attended, with but faint hope that I should
meet with that evidence of its truth so
necessary to convince me of my firmness
and skepticism. But | was mistaken.
There were quite a number of uncongen-
ial spirits (in the flesh) present, as any one
could see without a perfect knowledge of
the science of phrenology. Nevertheless,
we had responses, quite convincing, from
my mother, and also from a little brother,
who left for the spirit world many years
ago.

“Having tasted of the heavenly gift—
the good word of God, and the powers of
the w'orld to come,” we were by no means
satisfied, and therefore on Sunday morn-
ing, Kith, we re-visited the place of so
much comfort, and found, to our great
joy, the spirits of two sons and one
daughter (all we have in the spirit world.)
ready to respond to the questions of their
now happy father. AIll questions were
answered correctly, by the three immor-
tals ; and our youngest son made a prom-
ise to rap on our head-board at eleven
o’clock at night, which, no doubt, was
promptly fulfilled.

I will give my reasons for supposing
so. | retired early to rest, having been
deprived, somewhat, of sleep, in conse-
quence of a bad cold and cough. At
about midnight, my wife waked me, say-
ing, “There are noises on the head-board
for which | cannot account.” | immedi-
ately enquired if there was a spirit in the
room. No response. | resumed my po-
sition in bed, with a feeling ot griet and
disappointment, when | began to ask,
mentally, if the 6pint of my boy was
present, and if so, will he rap in my hear-
ing, that I may know for certainty that he
has fulfilled his promise made to me this
morning ? The question had hardly es-
caped me, when three distinct raps were

T

who desire to see all j

HE SPIRIT WOoOuLD.

heard upon the candlestand, within a few i
inches of my head.

These arc facts. Who can explain j
thcm? | am not enquiring of C. C. B.
I mean, what rnlinnal man can explain j
them ?

phist.cated girl of about sixteen, with a

eye of mildness, beaming with the lustre

of deep spirituality. W hat influence her j
knee or toe joints had over my mind, at
the sitting, 1 know not;
convinced that knee or tocology had !
anything to do with the rapping at my |
house, | shall be forced to the conclusion

that C. C. B. has become an honest man, j\Lon
and should no longer be classed with jin the s;ime proportion,) <2s.

those grave, knee grabbing doctors.

I came in contact with an Advent j
preacher, this afternoon, direct from the
rappings at Br. Law’s, and the way he
came down upon us was a caution to sin-
ners.
“brimstone and the old iron poker but j
his Satanic majesty remains, and is the
instigator of the rappings. W. A.S.

Swedexborg.—*“1 have found,” he |
says, “that those who are furnished, nay,
loaded with particular private experience,
are apt to be carried away into untoward
views and perverse notions of causes,
more easily than those who derive their
information liot from private, but from
general experience—not from their own,
but from the experience of others. For
not only does the former class study and
favor the external senses more than the
mind in the senses, and hastily judge of
everything that comes before them from
their own partial information; but they
are smitten with the love of their own
discoveries and imaginations, in which
they contemplate their own
parent does in his offspring. Hence it is
that they not unfrequently look down,
with royal superciliousness, upon all who
pay no homage to their favorite theories |
which they themselves adore to distrac-
tion. But as Seneca observes, He is
born for a limited sphere, who thinks of
the people of his own time; others will
come after him who can judge without
offence and without favor.”—Economy.
214.

INHiLO SoriiY or mcjdern mira-
iT CLES. or the delations of Spiritual
Cutises to Physical Effects ; with especial re>
ference to the Mysterious Dcvelopeinents at
Bridgeport and elsewhere. By a Dweller in
the Temple. Price, 23 cents. Nature's Di-
viue Revelations, Ae. By Andrew Jackson
Davis—52.00. Davis’s Chart—$1.30. Da-
vis’s Great Harnionia, Yol. I. The Phvsieian
—,51.23, Davis’s Philosophy of Special Prov-
idences. Price, 13 cents. Singular Bevolu-
tions, Ac. Messrs. Caprou A Barron's en-
larged and improved edition. In quantities,
or bv the single copv. Price, single, 23 cents.
Sold sy BELA M AItSII, 23 Coriihill.
novibtf

PATIIETTSM : Man, considered in respect
to his Form, Life, Spirit. An Essay to-
ward a correct Theory of the Mind, with Di-
rections for Demonstrating its Truthfulness.
By La Boy Sunderland. 20 cents single; Slu
per hundred, |’or sale at this cilice, and by
1BELA MARSH, 23 Cornhill, Boston. Also
bv FOWLER & WELLS, 131 Nassau street,
New York.

The medium at Br. Law’s is a j o
young lady from Providence, an nnso* j giON of the Human Race.

He believes nothing about the j;i.

ject.

image as a |
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Pmlishcd Wecky, at .Yo. 23 L'int St., Boston

JIcMJ., at 51 t-,r lolamc, in aiimme.

Devoted to the Exposition of all questions
spectiing Sri kits and the Future Fit«mnag..

It contains Coni.

nuinications produ ed bv Audible Re;iport<r.
good phrenological developement, and an j from th<? Spirit World; explains tiie :
SpLritua1Manifestations, and the imn:>TION>
oll wLicla they are_made. )
} TAKIAN® Dogmas in 1hikbtosrv. Phlloser‘prt:}/. 0:
: Scicnc o. it _acknowledges mU Al THORITY
but when I am j the IniiNirr. ILvumoniv, and takes for tiii

USEo:
Plodged to no Si<

Scope olrits Mi-.siou the uni\@rsal diliixslon o
Goodne:is, Justice, and I'm-

Term$—70 Clubs nml .1 —Mx =
mes, *3; Twelve volumes.52: TworTv-Ev
umes* 51-5; Butv voluniios gand \pward

v E9>dozer
%) centsi. CeMTn hft eases, the napers muh
he sent to one address onlv ; and the pay p
them must aecompunv the order.
paid. On these terms, nnv one is at Liberty ;
act as an “Agent" lor this paper.

Ah B.—The jxistacc on all Letter; to this 0
e must hepro-paid.

tjistory OF THE MYSTERIOU
X" | Noises heard at Emehester. and OW
Places. Fourth Edition. enlarged. contan
ing all the NewDevelopements on the subject,
as well as a Complete History of the Rise ;
Progress of these Strange Phenomena, their
Recent Appearance in many Places—the Km
suits of Various Investigations by Gentlemen
of high Scientific Attainments ; together "ita
all that is as yet known in relation to the sub-
This work is published with the sanc-
tion of the family of Mrs. Pox, and it is hepea
that all who are interested in the subioct w...
aid in its circulation. The publisher would
be glad to place it on sale in the bauds oi re-
sponsible parties, wherever it may be orderon.
The wholesale priee is Kn per hundred: or
single, 121 cents. Orders by mail will tc
punctually attended to. Agents desiring the
-work to sell will have the most favorable
terms olfered them, on application, post pa d.
to D. M. DENEY, Arcade Hall, Rochester,
N. Y.

INGE LAE REVELATIONS +An cn-
10 larged and improved edition of the "ILs-
torv and Explanation of the Mystencv.s
Noises,” and communication with Spirits in
the Nineteenth Centur%/, of more than nine!’
closelv printed pages, being the most full , a
correct history of the matter yet publisher..
Bv E. W. Caprou and Il. D. Baron. Auburn.
N. Y. This work can be obtained by the
hundred or single cepies, at this otfico, arm o1
the authors. Single copies, 23 cents. A lu-
cral discount to those who purchase bv the
dozen or hundred. Orders from a distance,
post paid, and containing remittances tor or.e
or more copies, will he promptly attended te.

Boston, Oct. 1, 1S3J.

JjJ*OOK OF HEALTH: With Practical
JL> Remarks on Diet, Bathing. Clothing.
Air, Sight, Sleep, Exercise, the Influence ot
difiereut Occupations on Health: lu’ancy.
Parentage, Old Age. Causes ot 111 Health.
Evils of Drugging, the Water Cure, Ac. Ac.
Bv La Rev Uiiuderland. her sale at thl
Oitieo, and bv B. MARSH, 23 Cornhill. Also
bv FOWILF.U A Wb.I.1.S. New York. 1-)
cents single ; CM routs per doreii® E

ri2llbl ORFAT 1ARMONIA. Being a
f Philosophical Revelation of the Natural*
Spiritual, and Cejostial Universe. Bv Andrew
Jackson Davis. "Yoh 1, THE PHYSICIAN.
Contents—Philosophy of Health. Disease.
Sleep, Death, Psychology, and Healing.
FSJLIJbZICijshed, and for sale at this Cilice. P>'I(f:I"

1 ,ENVELOPES'— Beautifully printed, toi
i t those who write oil Spiritual subjects.
For sale at this Office. Price 23 cents p
hundred.
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