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THE A U T O B I O G R A P H Y  O F  L E M I R A  W I L L I A M S O N ;

OR THE
W eb an d  W oof of an Eventful Life.

CHAPTER L

Youth’s buoyant steps and woman’s tone,
And childhood’s merry glee,

With song and prayer have all been known,
Home of the past to thee!

Autumnal beauties in the Green Mountain State.—My mother’s birthplace.—Her parents.—Home 
Scenes.—The death of a brother.

Autumnal days, how grand ! when the sun hangs out beautiful and dear “ o’er 
the wide earth green,” and the birds sing merrily as they flit from branch to branch 
in the grand old forests; the wild flowers perfume the balmy air, and the hum of the 
wild bees may be heard as they wing their way from blossom to blossom. How 
grand to commune with nature’s God at such a time and ’midst such a scene. ’Tis 
then that the noblest aspirations of man are called forth. In harmony with all the 
surroundings of nature, most varied and beautiful as they are, our thoughts rise on 
wings unfettered until our souls seem lost in the contemplation of Infinite goodness 
and love. ’Tis then that no discord jars upon our sensitive nature, for even in the 
manifold variety surrounding us, perfect harmony is apparent Would that man 
would only learn a lesson from nature—for all her forms of life are teachers, and he 
alone is wise who heeds the lessons they ever seek to teach him.

But let us turn back and mark the progress of man since the birth of my mother, 
in the year 1801. What marked changes have taken place since that date. Im­
provement has been and still is the watchword of the hour. Its impress is upon
everything. Then, in the little town of P----- , where lived my mother’s father,
Joshua Smith, only a few small houses had been constructed, and the occupation of 
all its inhabitants was tilling the soil. In this manner, by closest application to the 
hardest labor and the strictest economy, they managed to eke out a living. This 
little town was located in one of those fertile valleys of the old Green Mountain 
State, and walled in by lofty mountains. Here my grandfather had settled down 
for real life with his youthful companion. My mother was the first bom of a family 
of eight children. How often has she held me on her knee and told me the story 
of her happy and contented childhood; how those beautiful stories and fond asso­
ciations of the past come back to me-even now, and seem but a dream of last night, 
so vividly impressed are they upon my memory. I see again the old-fashioned kitchen
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with its sm ooth, white flo o r ; th e rush -b o tto m ed  c h a irs , th e  g r e a t  b r ic k  o ven , and the 

wide-m outhed fire-place, the ta ll, o ld -fash io n ed  c lo c k  in  th e  c o rn e r , a n d  th e chest of 

draw ers with b rass  h an d les, an d  th e b r ig h t c o lo re d  te a - t r a y  w ith  a  litt le  brow n jug 

occupying the p la ce  o f h on or th ereon , f i l le d  w ith  ro s e  le a v e s .  A n d  th en  I  shall 

never fo rget how m an y tim es m oth er h as  to ld  m e o f  th o se  s im p le  m e th o d s  o f living. 

T h ey  had none o f the lu xu ries  o f to-day, a n d  s i lv e r  a n d  e a r th e rn  w a re  w e re  unknown 

to them. T h e ir  p lates  an d  b o w ls  w ere m a d e  o f  w o o d , a n d  th e ir  fo o d  consisted 

m ostly o f soups an d  b ean  p o rrid g e . In  s p ite  o f  th e se  in c o n v e n ie n c e s , th e mountain 

air  was the sam e a s  we find  it to-day, in v ig o ra t in g  a n d  h e a l t h - g iv in g ; th e  sam e warm 

sunlight w ould stream  in th rough  the lo w  w in d o w s  a n d  lie  in  b r o a d  b a r s  on the table 

and floor. A n d  ab o ve  a ll, even  a fte r  s ix te e n  y e a r s  o f  w e d d e d  l i fe ,  h ap p in ess  and 

content brooded o ver th is little  hom e. H o w  d i l ig e n t ly  th ro u g h  a l l  th e se  lo n g  years 

have th ey to iled . T h e  fa ith fu l w ife  an d  m o th e r  a t  th e  d is ta f f  a n d  loom , and the 

fath er tillin g  the so il, fe llin g  trees , an d  g a t h e r in g  th e  g r a in  in  th e  h a rv e st  time. 

“  Sow  and y e  sh all reap  ”  w as h is  co n stan t th e m e , a n d  h o w  h a r d  d id  h e  la b o r  in the 

spring-tim e that h is h a rv e st m igh t fill h is  g a rn e r-h o u s e .

H ow  the h eart o f th e h u sb an d m an  r e jo ic e s  w h e n  th e  m o n th  o f  Sep tem b er ar­

rives, and the w avin g  g ra in  b e g in s  to r ip en , a n d  th e  y e l lo w  a n d  r e d  fru it  m akes its 

appearance on the b e n d in g  tre e s . T o  th e s e n s it iv e  m in d  it  b r in g s  fe e lin g s  o f sad­

ness, for soon a ll the b eau ties  o f natu re m u st fa d e — a s y m b o l o f  o u r  earth -life , which 

is  “ as flow ers an d  g ra ss  o f the fie ld .”  A n d , to o , it  re m in d s  u s  o f  th e  fa c t  th at our 

ab id ing p lace is not here. W h en  the flo w e rs  a re  c u t  d o w n  b y  th e  au tu m n  frosts, 

they bloom  again  in th at im m o rta lity  th at k n o w s  n o  d e a th , w h e re  d e l ic a te  an d  beau­

tiful colorings n e ver d ie , an d  w h ere th e s w e e t  m u s ic  o f  n a tu r e ’ s  so n g s te rs  never 

cease. B u t w h at is  th is life , ev e n  am id  a ll th e  v a r ie d  b e a u t ie s  o f  S e p te m b e r , when 

com pared with th at life  th at lie s  in  sto re  fo r  a l l  w h o  p e r fo rm  l i f e ’ s  d u t ie s  w e ll ?

, I  th ink such m ight h ave  b een  th e tra in  o f  th o u g h t th a t  p a s s e d  th rough  my 

gran dm oth er’s m ind a s  she g lid e d  so ftly  a b o u t o n  a  c e r ta in  S e p te m b e r  d a y , dressed 

in deepest m ourning. F o r  then a  g re a t  so rro w  r e s te d  l ik e  a  b la c k  c lo u d  o ver this 

household. A n  o n ly  son , th e id o l o f fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r, h a d  b e e n  c a lle d  hom e. In  

a  few  w ords the s to ry  m ay  b e  to ld . W h ile  a t  w o rk  in  th e  f ie ld  a s s is t in g  h is father, 

he had o verh eated  h is b o d y , an d  w h ile in th a t  c o n d it io n  h a d  p lu n g e d  in to  a  neigh­

borin g stream  to coo l o ff, an d  w as b ro u g h t h o m e w ith  th e  c h il l  o f  d e a th  already 

fastened upon h is brow . E v e ry th in g  th at c o u ld  b e  d o n e  b y  lo v in g  h a n d s  w as done 

that h is life  m ight b e  sa v e d , b u t a ll in  v a in . T h e  la w s  o f  n a tu re  a re  unalterable, 

and he who tran sg resses  them  m ust p a y  th e  p e n a lty . T h e  d a r k  a n g e l ca m e  to claim 

his own, and b o re  on h is w in gs the sp irit  o f  th e  lo v e d  b o y  b e y o n d  th e  shadow s of 

this life . T h a t n igh t w ill n e ve r  b e  fo rg o tte n , a s  th e  s t r ic k e n  fa m ily  w aited  with 

b ated  breath  the com in g o f th e u n w elco m e m e s s e n g e r . A s  n ig h t  w o re  on  they all 

clung still c lo ser  to th eir d a r l in g  o n e ; fo r , o h , th e y  n e v e r  k n e w  t i l l  th e n  h o w  deeply 

they lo ved  that noble b oy. T h e y  re a liz e d  th e n  th a t h e  w a s  to o  f a i r  fo r  th is  life . As 

he la y  upon the couch  he lo o k e d  too b e a u t ifu l fo r  e a r th . H i s  so u l lo o ked  out 

through his eyes, an d  h is  cou n ten an ce  b e a m e d  w ith  th e  lig h t  o f  h e a v e n . T h e  mes­

senger o f death  drew  n e a re r  an d  n e arer, a n d  y e t  th e s p ir it  s t i l l  l in g e re d  in  its  earthly 

tabern acle, as i f  w a itin g  fo r  th e p a rt in g  b le s s in g  o f  it s  m o th e r . I t  c a m e  a t la st with
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sobs and te a rs  th a t  w o u ld  re n d  th e  h e a rt o f an  oak , an d the mother cries aloud, “  0 ,  

my angel b o y , I  g iv e  th e e  u p . G o d  o n ly  k n o w s w ith  what bitter anguish. Y e t  would 

I bid thee g o . H e  w i l l  s u s ta in  m e, an d  H e  w ill care  fo r  thee. 0, God, take my 

darling b o y  to  y o n  b r ig h t  sp ir it- la n d , w h ere  in  th ine own good time we will meet 

again. F a r e w e ll ,  m y  b o y , f a r e w e l l .”  A s  th ese  w ords dropped from  the mother’s 

lips the sp ir it  o f  th e  b o y  d is e n g a g e d  its e lf  fro m  its  m ortal body, and on wings of light 

took its f l ig h t  u p w a rd  to  th a t  la n d  tran scen d in g  a ll earthly homes, “ where the 

wicked c e a se  fro m  tr o u b l in g , a n d  th e w e ary  a re  a t rest.”

M ean w h ile  th e  m o r n in g  d a w n e d , an d  s o ft ly  o ’e r  all the wide earth crept a gentle 

breeze, m o v in g  th e  b r a n c h e s  o n  th e sta te ly  m ap les  to and fro, m aking a soft and 

sweet m u sic  a m o n g  th e  le a v e s — a fitt in g  requ iem  fo r  the dead. Into  the cham ber of 

death it b o re  th e  f r a g r a n c e  o f  w ild  flow ers, an d  fan n ed  the fevered brows of those 

who had  k e p t  th e  v ig i l s  o f  th e  n ig h t w a tch in g  through the lone hours by the couch 

where re ste d  in  e te rn a l  s le e p  th e  fo rm  th e y  lo v e d  so w ell. A n d  yet as we look 

back o v e r  th e  y e a r s  th a t  h a v e  fle d  an d  g o n e  in the light o f those experiences 

that h ave  c o m e  to  u s , w e  k n o w  th at a ll th in g s  are  for the best, and that those 

who are c a lle d  u p  h ig h e r  in to  a n o th e r  life  h a v e  not le ft us to weep alone on the 

shores o f t im e , b u t  e v e r  b e n d  o v e r  u s fro m  the overarch in g heavens, showering 

down upon u s  th e  b e n e d ic t io n s  o f  th e ir  lo ve .

(To be continued.)

T H E  A N N A L S  O F  T H E  T L A S K A N S ,  O R  T H E  H IS T O R Y  O F  T L A S -

K A N A T A .

W R IT T E N  BY GEO. A . FULLER, UNDER SPIRIT CONTROL.

C ha pter  V I I I . — Concluded.
2 8 7 1 - 2 9 7 2 .  F o r  o n e  h u n d re d  a n d  one y e a rs  the nation w as ruled wisely, and 

but one w a r  o c c u r r e d , a n d  th a t  w a s  o f the n a tu re  o f a  rebellion  on the part o f the 

residents o f  T h e r o n tn e o n tq u e , o r  a s  the c ity  w as now  called , fo r sake of brevity, 

T heron tlque. T h i s  o u t b re a k  g r e w  o u t o f th e ru ler o f th at c ity  refusing to tax its 

people fo r  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t an d  th e priesthood. T h e  ruler, M esonta, 

had an a rm y  n u m b e r in g  o n ly  1 1 ,0 0 0  m en , an d  y e t succeeded  with that sm all number 

of m en in  h a r r a s s in g  th e  r e p u b lic  fo r  about ten  yea rs . T h is  general took his arm y 

to the m o u n ta in s  a n d  m a d e  h is  h e a d q u a rte rs  there, and in the night time would 

make su d d e n  a t ta c k s  u p o n  th e  p e o p le  liv in g  in  th e va lley , and when pressed too hard 

would a g a in  f ly  to  h is  m o u n ta in  h o m e. O ne night, a s  he approached Thaontque, 

he was p e r c e iv e d  b y  th e  g u a r d  o n  w a tch , an d  the ru ler, Zerotlen, sent an arm y from 

the c ity  on  th e  o p p o s ite  g a t e  to  th a t  w h ich  M e so n ta  w as approaching, that his flight, 

after a t ta c k in g  th e  c ity ,  m ig h t b e  in te rce p te d . W ith cautious footsteps the arm y of 

M esonta a p p r o a c h e d  th e  c ity , b u t  w h en  v e ry  n e a r  its w alls a  show er o f arrows fe ll 

upon them  a n d  a  la r g e  b o d y  o f  w e ll-a rm ed  m en  rush out to m eet them. T h e moun­

tain w a rr io rs  tu rn  to  fly , a n d  th en  d isco v e r  th e ir  retreat intercepted. A fter a brief 

struggle M e s o n ta  is  ta k e n  p r iso n e r , an d  his a rm y  put to the sword. T h e council o f 

the n ation  o r d e r  h im  to  b e  p u t to  dea th , an d  th us ends the rebellion o f T heron­

tlque.
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In  th e y e a r  2 8 8 2  a  fe a r fu l  fa m in e  s p r e a d  th r o u g h o u t  T l a s k a n a t a .  T h e ir  crops 

h a d  fa ile d  fo r  tw o s e a s o n s  o n  a c c o u n t o f  s o m e  d r o u g h ts ,  a n d  t h is  y e a r  w e re  com­

p le te ly  d e stro y e d  b y  a  s p e c ie s  o f  lo c u st . M i l l io n s  s t a r v e d ,  a n d  m il l io n s  m o re were 

on the v e ry  v e rg e  o f  s ta rv a t io n . E x p e d it io n s  w e re  s e n t  o u t  in  e v e r y  d ire c t io n  after 

an yth in g  th at m ig h t b e  c o n v e rte d  in to  fo o d .  T h e  c i t ie s  o f  th e  S o u th  w e re  com­

p le te ly  d e p o p u la te d ; a l l  th a t  h a d  s u ff ic ie n t  s t r e n g t h  f l e d  to  th e  m o u n ta in s , where 

th ey  su c c e e d e d  in  e k in g  o u t a  m o st  m is e ra b le  e x i s t e n c e  b y  l i v in g  u p o n  b e r r ie s ,  nuts, 

an d  a  fe w  w ild  a n im a ls  th e y  w e re  a b le  to  k i l l .  T h e  e x p e d i t io n  s e n t  o u t in to  the 

n o rth -w est re tu rn e d  la d e n  w ith  p le n ty  o f  g r a in ,  a l s o  d r i e d  f i s h  a n d  m e a ts . T h is 

b ro u gh t su c c o r  to  T h a lo n q u e  a n d  L e r o n t- N e o n t q u e . T h e  n a t io n s  v is i t e d  b y  th is ex­

p ed itio n  w e re  v e ry  w ill in g  to  e x c h a n g e  p r o v is io n s  f o r  g o ld  a n d  s i lv e r .

I n  th e y e a r  2 9 7 2  a  c e n s u s  w a s  ta k e n  o f  th e  e n t i r e  n a t io n ,  w it h  th e  fo llo w in g  re­

s u l t s :  T h a lo n q u e , 1 , 1 7 2 ,4 3 5  ; L e r o n t - T h a le n q u e , 8 , 1 7 3  5 T h a o n t q u e ,  9 ,8 7 9  ; Z an tlq u e , 

1 6 ,4 3 5 ;  N e o n tq u e , 4 , 1 7 5 ;  L e r o n t-N e o n tq u e  o r  T h e r o n t lq u e ,  1 7 , 9 7 2 ;  S o u th e rn  D is­

trict, 2 , 1 7 4 ;  re m a in in g  c it ie s  a n d  to w n s, 2 , 5 8 3 , 1 7 9 — a  to t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  3 ,8 14 ,4 2 2 . 

I n  the re ig n  o f  T h a m o n tle n  th e  c e n s u s  s h o w e d  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  5 ,2 7 5 ,8 7 0 .  T h e  na­

tion h a d  lo s t  1 ,4 6 1 ,4 4 8 ,  in s te a d  o f  g a in in g . P r i e s t l y  r u le ,  fa m in e ,  p la g u e s , earth­

q u ak es a n d  v o lc a n ic  e ru p tio n s  h a d  g r e a t ly  r e t a r d e d  th e  g r o w t h  o f  th e  n a t io n .

29 72  - 3 0 5 0  A . T. T h e  ru le rs  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  c i t ie s  a n d  to w n s  a r e  now  ap­

p o in ted  b y  th e p e o p le , a n d  th e se  ru le rs  h a v e  th e  p o w e r  in v e s t e d  in  th e m  to  appoin t 

d e le g a te s  to  th e  G e n e ra l C o u n c il o f  th e  n a t io n .  T h i s  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  n o w  con­

s is te d  o f o n e  h u n d re d  m e m b e rs .

I n  th e  y e a r  3 0 0 1  A . T. a  v o lc a n ic  e r u p t io n  o c c u r r e d  in  t h e  n o r th , a n d  a t  the 

sam e tim e a  m o st fe a r fu l e a r th q u a k e  in  th e  e a s t e r n  s e c t io n .  T h e  m o u n ta in  range, 

k n o w n  a s  S e b a s-T h a e n to s , a n d  s e v e r a l  s m a ll  to w n s , w e r e  c o m p le t e ly  su b m erged , 

an d  a  fe w  th o u sa n d  h u m an  b e in g s  th u s fo u n d  a  w a t e r y  g r a v e .

I n  3 0 4 1  liv e d  th e  p o e t  O n tr a x t l, th e  g r e a t e s t  p o e t  T l a s k a n a t a  e v e r  h a d . H e 

s a n g  o f th e F a l l  o f  T h a le n q u e  a n d  th e  B u r ia l  o f  S e b a s - T h a e n t o s .  W e  ap p en d  a 

lite ra l tra n sla tio n  o f  th e  o p e n in g  lin e s  o f  th e  B u ria l o f  S ebas-T haentos:

“  L e t  e v e ry  vo ice  be h u sh ed  !
N o  so n g  d istu rb  th e s in g e r ’ s  s o n g —

L e t  e v e ry  h ead  be b o w ed —
A  s ilen t p ra y e r  in e v e r y  h e a r t ;

O m n sp e a k s , h is vo ice  is  h e a rd —
T h e  elem en ts ob ey  h is  w o rd ,

H is  m essen g er is  T h a .
Leron t-T h a len q u e s e e s  h is  fla m e —

H is  arro w  str ik e s  the ru g g e d  h e a rt  
O f S e b a s - T h a e n to s .

H e  fa lls  : an d  re st le ss  w a te rs  o ’ e r  
H is  g ra v e  fo re ve r  ro ll.”

I n  th e y e a r  3 0 5 0  Z a n n a t l,  r u le r  o v e r  th e  c it y  o f  T h a l o m q u e ,  i s  p ro c la im e d  by 

th e co u n c il k in g  o f T la s k a n a t a .  T h e  c o u n c i l  i s  b a c k e d  b y  h i s  p r ie s t h o o d , so  none 

are  fo u n d  su ffic ie n tly  b o ld  to  e v e n  d a re  d e n o u n c e  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  c o u n c i l .

0 T la s k a n a ta , m y  o w n  b e lo v e d  la n d , s a d  in d e e d  h a s  b e e n  t h y  fa t e .  P r ie s t ly  in­
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tolerance has cursed thee — has blighted thy fairest prospects. Yet thy philosophers 
and poets have loved thee and watched thy destiny as a mother watches the tender 
suckling at her breast. Zertoulem wept over thy fallen condition, and would have 
gathered thy children under his protecting care; but the power of the priesthood, 
growing out of a perversion of the purest thoughts of Zertoulem, was too powerful. 
Even the elements, O Tlaskanata, will have no pity on thee. But Omn, back of all, 
with unflinching hand guides the rudder, and steers the nation over rough and stormy 
seas, and in his own good time will convert the seeming evil into good.

INSPIRATIONAL POEM.
[D elivered  at Sunapee Lake Camp-Meeting, by J oseph D. Stiles, of Weymouth, Mass.]

D e a r  p a le - fa c e d  f r ie n d s , fro m  r e a lm s  m o st b r ig h t,
I  c o m e  to  e a r th ly  s c e n e s  to -d ay  

T o  b r e a t h e  m y  w o r d s  o f  lo v e  an d  lig h t,
T h a t  t h e y  a c r o s s  y o u r  m o rta l w a y  

M a y  c a s t  a  r a r e  a n d  r a d ia n t  b eam ,
A n a  t h r o ’ y o u r  w h o le  l i f e  e v e r  g le a m ,
A s  g l i d e s  a lo n g  th e  r ip p lin g  s tre a m .

T h r o u g h  e a r t h ’ s  g r a n d  fo r e s t s  d id  I  roam ,
A n d  p a s s e d  a w a y  th e  f ly in g  h o u rs ,

F o u n d in g  th e re in  a  p e a c e fu l  h om e 
A m id  th e  b e a u te o u s  t r e e s  an d  flo w ers.

N o  f e a r  d is tu r b e d  m y  h a p p y  life ,
A l l  n a tu re  w a s  w ith  b e a u ty  r ife ,
A l ik e  in  h a r m o n y  a n d  s t r i f e .

I n  n a t u r e ’ s  te m p le , g r e a t  a n d  g ra n d ,
T h e  h o m e  o f  f lo w e rs , o f  t re e  an d  b ird ,

W e  s e e  th e  In fin ite  a r t i s t ’s  h an d ,
A n d  h e a r  H is  tru e  a n d  liv in g  w o r d ;

H i s  lo v e  D iv in e  m a y  a l l  p r o c la im ;
T h e y  s o u n d  th e  g lo r ie s  o f  H is  n a m e,
A n d  o f  H is  e v e r la s t in g  fa m e .

T h e  r i l l  th a t  m u rm u rs  a t  y o u r  fe e t ,
T h e  r u s h  a n d  ro ll o f  w a te r fa l l ,

T h e  s n o w y  e a r th ’s  w in d in g  sh e e t,
T h e  ic e - c h a in s  w h ic h  th e  s tre a m s  w ith h old ,

W it h  g lo r io u s  le s s o n s  a r e  re p le te ,
A n d  e v e r la s t in g ly  re p e a t  
T h e i r  s o n g s  o f  tr iu m p h  o r  d e fe a t .

T h e  s ig h in g s  o f  th e  g e n t le  b re e z e ,
T h e  a w fu l h o w lin g s  o f  th e  sto rm ,

T h e  h u m m in g  o f  th e  b u s y  b e e s ,
T h e  g lo r y  o f  th e  s u n s h in e  w arm ,

S i n g  in  a  la n g u a g e  tr ite  a n d  stro n g ,
G i v i n g  a s  th e  b u rd e n  o f  th e ir  so n g —
I n  n a tu re  th e re  is  n o th in g  w ro n g .

T h e  l ig h t n in g ’s  fla sh , th e  th u n d e r ’s  ro ll,
T h e  h o ly  s t a r s  th a t n ig h t ly  s in g ,

B r e a t h e  0 1  th a t  G r e a t  E t e r n a l  L o v e  
W h o  g u id e s  a n d  g o v e r n s  e v e r y th in g ;

W h o  h o ld s  th e  a ir , th e  s e a ,  th e  la n d ,
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Within the Hollow of His Hand,
And all things which His wisdom planned.

No priest, with error-ladened breath,
No layman, with his rantings wild,

Can mar the beauty of the faith 
That nature speaks to every child;

Her Bible is no written book,
And yet, who in her pages look,
May read her texts in bird and brook.

There is a book that never lies;
Her texts inspired no one rebukes;

Her mighty truths no one derides;
Her arguments no one disputes;

The sectarist or infidel,
However much he may rebel,
Her logic never can repel.

Her pulpits are the towering hills,
Her ministers the shrubs and flowers, 

Her choir the warbling birds and rills,
Her altars are the fairest flowers,

Her carpet is the broad, green earth, 
Where bud and blossom have their birth, 
And glisten gems of rarest worth.

Her roof is Heaven’s capacious dome,
Her walls the principles of God;

The angels love to make their home 
Within this temple of the Lord:

And all things there are radiant fair, 
Inviting all to come and share 
The glories that God’s love declare.

Amid such scenes, dear pale-faced friends,
I passed a happy mortal life,

Where law with order sweetly blends, 
Revealed alike in peace or strife.

Where love reigned till the pale face came 
And robbed us of our grounds and game, 
And made our cheeks to blush with shame.

Pale-faces: we no anger bear 
Towards those who drove us far away; 

We come from circles bright and fair,
To light your paths with wisdom’s ray; 

Your pains and sicknesses to heal,
And show how deep, in woe or weal,
A sympathy for you we feel.

And in your pleasant gatherings here,
A mighty host above you bends,

Who breathe in accents free and clear,
“ We’ll ever prove the best of friends; ” 

And, who, in robes of bright array,
With spirits happy, glad and gay,
Rejoice to be with you to-day.

dusky maid your life will guard
a j  •H ( 11 y °u r years of joy or gloom, 
And if your lot sometimes seem hard,
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W ith  gladness she will make them bloom; 
S h e’ll gently take you by the hand,
A nd lead you to the golden strand,
W  ere white and red together stand.

T h e  same good Father cares for all,
H is love is everywhere displayed,

W hile  angels who so often call 
O n you, in sunshine or in shade,

W ill be your watchmen of the night,
Y our faithful guardians, pure and bright, 
A nd  ope for you the gate of light.

A nd as the seasons roll around,
And yearly ye shall seek this spot,

Y our friends from yonder camping-ground, 
W ho have earch’s battles bravely fought, 

W ill come here in those years to be 
A nd  pray to God, the Good, that He 
M ay bless and prosper Sunapee.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE.
7th. T hat wom an shall have equal rights with man in every respect, also the right to equal 

judgement in all m atters upon questions of morality; that she is entitled to equal wages with man 
when she perform s the sam e work.

8th. T o  dem and that all public offices in our government shall be filled with those of both sexes 
that regard “ public office as a Sacred Trust.” — E x tr a c ts  fr o m  “O bjects" o f the N ational Developing 
Circle.

B e lie v in g  th a t  S p i r i t  V o ic e s  has an important work to accomplish in this much 
n eed ed  re fo rm , w e  h a v e  o p en ed  our columns to the Woman’s Movement, and invite 
its a d v o c a t e s  to  u s e  th em  to their best advantage.

A m o n g  o u r  e x c h a n g e s  th ere are none that we value more than “ The Woman’s Jour­
n al,”  a  w e e k ly  n e w s p a p e r , pu blish ed  every Saturday in Boston. It is devoted to the 
in te re sts  o f  W o m a n  —  to h e r educational, industrial, legal, and political equality, and 
e s p e c ia lly  to  h e r  r ig h t o f  S u ffra g e . L u cy  Stone, H . B. Blackwell, Annie Stone Black- 
w ell, E d it o r s . S u s a n  C .  V o g I ,  Business M anager. Terms, $2.50 per year.. Office 
5  P a r k  S t . ,  B o s t o n , M a s s .

W e  c lip  th e  fo llo w in g  ed ito rial from that paper, dated August 29th, 1885, and ad­
vise  o u r  r e a d e r s  to  s u b s c r ib e  fo r the paper at once.

The agitation for wom an suffrage should be threefold in character, — educational, social, and po­
litical. 1. Educational, by the systematic distribution of tracts and leaflets. This work, while quiet 
and unobtrusive, is the m ost necessary, because fundamental. The means are now amply provided. 
In another colum n will be found a list of eighteen leaflets, for sale at ten cents a hundred, or fifteen 
cents a hundred postpaid by mail, each containing a complete argument for woman suffrage which 
its opponents have never been able to answer. In every representative district a league should be 
formed to place in every house one or more of thtese leaflets every month. This work of tract dis­
tribution is em inently suitable for women, many of whom need the out-door exercise and contact with 
the world which it will supply. Efforts should be made in this connection to secure subscribers to 
the W o m a n ’s  J o u r n a l .  For twenty-five cents it will be sent four weeks to any address, postpaid.
2. .Social agencies m ust be enlisted. Public meetings and discussions and parlor meetings are equally 
important. T h ese  should be followed by the organization of a suffrage league in every representa­
tive district where none such is active. “ In union there is strength.” If the men and women who 
already believe in the principle of impartial suffrage irrespective of sex were thoroughly alive and 
united^ woman suffrage would soon be an established fact. 3. Political effort should also be firmly 
but judiciouslv used. Evidently the suffragists cannot rely on anv existing political party. Neither 
can a separate wom an suffrage party be successfully organized. But they can and must make them­
selves felt as a pow er in electing friends to State Legislatures and Congress, and in defeating oppo­
nents. H ow  th is can best be done must be decided for themselves by the suffragists of every State 
and in every locality. L et them hold a balance of power and they will command respect.
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
Sitting in Nemona Lodge this beautiful evening, with a fire burning briskly in 

my stove, I do not find myself dreaming of summer weather, but instead, thinking 
of Spirit Voices and its cosy and warm office in the winter time. The past week 
we have had winter weather, — overcoats and heavy under-flannels have not been 
uncomfortable. Yet the hearts of the people have been warmed by the philosophy 
of Spiritualism, and a spirit of kindliness has pervaded the camp-ground. In spite 
of the cold weather the meetings have been well attended, and considerable enthusi­
asm has been manifested. The attendance this season at Sunapee has been larger 
than ever before, and all have been wild over the romantic and beautiful scenery of 
this locality. It is impossible for any one but a poet to describe adequately the lake 
and mountain views ever presenting themselves to the eye of the delighted beholder. 
Lately the moonlight nights have given a most weird and peculiar charm to the 
whole face of nature. Several excursions in the smaller steamers that ply upon the 
lake have been enjoyed by many of the campers. I have been too tired to attempt 
anything of the kind; but weary as I have been from overwork, I could not help en­
joying these lovely moonlight nights. These nights can be compared with nothing 
else but the visions that come upon us occasionally in the hours of semi-trance, 
when the windows of the soul are opened toward the “ New Jerusalem.” Such a 
night as this brings us close to the very gate of heaven, and makes it possible for us 
to feel that the world of spirits interblends with this matter-of-fact world of ours. 
’Tis then

|  The faint, low echo of far-off music seems to fill 
The silent air with love and fear,

And the world’s clamors all grow still,
Until the portals close again, and leave us toiling on in pain.

Complain not that the way is long: What road is weary that leads there.?
But let the angel take thy hand, and lead thee up the misty stair,

And then with beating heart await the opening of the Golden Gate.”

The Indian Spirits seem perfectly charmed with Sunapee. They have been here 
in great numbers. I love the natural and child-like spirit they ever manifest, and 
here one has a good opportunity to study this peculiar phase of spirit manifestation. 
Swift Arrow, through his medium, Joseph D. Stiles, has given about nine hundred 
tests of spirit-presence. This is a very intelligent and witty spirit, and rapidly wins 
the esteem and confidence of all who converse with him. Winona, through her med­
ium, Dr. E. H. Amsden, has given many evidences of spirit-return, and is modest 
and retiring in her behavior. She is liked by all. Priarie Flower at the seances of 
Mrs. Bessie Huston is a universal favorite, and Blue Flower, both as a materialized- 
spirit at the seances of Mrs. Jas. A. Bliss, and also as a control of Mrs. Abbott, has 
thousands of admirers; not the least among these is Mr. Geo. W. Blodgett, the owner 
of the camp-ground. If I had space I should be pleased to mention other Indian
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Spirits. Suffice it for me to say that Spiritualism owes a debt of everlasting grati­
tude to these noble-hearted workers for humanity. Wronged by the white man while 
here on earth, now, having entered the higher life, they have become evangels of 
light.

The materializing mediums have reaped a harvest here this season. Everybody 
has been crazy to attend these seances; and, judging from the many favorable re­
ports, the best of satisfaction has been given. This phase of mediumship has had 
two representatives on these grounds, — Mrs. Jas. A. Bliss and Mrs. Bessie Huston. 
We have attended two of Mrs. Huston’s seances, and have been fully convinced of 
her reliability. The manifestations of themselves have been of a most convincing 
character. The labors of both of these worthy mediums have been fully appreciat­
ed. The fact of materialization is too well established to admit of controversy, and 
is in our opinion the sublimest of all spiritual manifestations. The ascended spirit 
of Jesus was cognizant of this fact, when by this manifestation he sought to convince 
his disciples of the great truth of human immortality. It was then that he showed 
them that he was still the possessor of a body like unto that of flesh and blood.

Physical and musical manifestations have one representative here — Dr. E. H. 
Amsden. His powers seem to be almost unlimited. In the light, while all the mem­
bers of the circle, and the medium with them, are seated around a table with their 
hands in full sight pressing upon its surface, the guitar, which is placed underneath 
the table, is played upon. Under these conditions we are able to exercise all our 
senses, and thus become absolutely certain that the music must be produced by some 
agency outside of those forming the circle. This circle lasts about half an hour, and 
then the lights are put out; then the usual manifestations occurring in dark seances 
take place,— such as, for instance, the floating of the guitar, zither, bells, and tam­
bourine over our heads, and the playing upon them all in concert. Also indepen­
dent hands are felt caressing nearly all the members of the circle, and lights are 
seen darting hither and thither, and usually illuminated hands are perceived ringing 
one of the bells. These seances offer the very best argument that can be brought 
to confute the scepticism of the present century. Dr. Amsden is also a most skilful 
medical clairvoyant. Being a young man of good character, possessing so many 
rare and marvelous gifts, a bright, prosperous, and useful future must lie before him.

The addresses have all been eloquent and soul-stirring, all the speakers being in 
their happiest vein. The Facts meetings, conducted by Mr. L, L. Whitlock, editor 
of Facts Magazine, have all been of an exceedingly interesting character. Much 
good has been accomplished by these meetings. The music, under the management 
of Mrs. Minnie D. Emerson, has also been a marked feature of our meetings. Mrs. 
Mary F. Lovering, of East Boston, Mass., has charmed all with her fine singing. 
Mrs. Whitlock has rendered many familiar songs in a most pleasing and beautiful 
manner. Mrs. Hartshorn is a most refined and cultured vocalist, and her singing has 
been of a character that could not fail to please all. Mrs. Gilbert is the very imper­
sonation of cheerfulness, and all her musical efforts have infused new life into the 
campers; and Mrs. Emerson, as ever in the past, has been a universal favorite.

The attendance this season has far exceeded that of all former years. Nearly 
five thousand people have been present on the Sundays that excursion trains have
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been run, and the very best of order has prevailed, and we tru s t th a t much good has 
been done by the utterances from our platform .

I would close this rambling letter as I  com m enced it, while yet the silver rays of 
the moon-beams are falling in the still hours of the night on ’the calm waters of the 
lake, whose ripples upon the pebbly beach sound like the low, soft strains of distant 
m usic; and as the “ cares of the day have folded their ten ts ,” I  too would steal away 
to the quiet of my couch and seek much needed repose. G eo. A. F uller.

FROM THE TRUTH SEEKER.
“ We hail James A. Bliss’s Spir it  Voices as an ally in our work against the Cath­

olic Church. In the last number of that publication we find reported two editorials 
from the Truth Seeker, which show up two instances of hypocrisy and tyrannical 
greed on the part of the Romish church in this country. We thank Sp ir it  V oices 
most heartily for giving them further circulation.”

We desire to return thanks to the Truth Seeker for this timely notice of our attempt 
to set ourselves right with our readers. We have been accused of being under the 
control of Jesuit spirits that were determined to crush out mental liberty. Also, 
“ that we might possibly, and in all probability” had,, jo in ed  the m ortal Jesu it order as 
w ell as “  sold ourselves to the sp irit Jesuits. ”

Evidently our valued contemporary, The Truth Seeker, cannot be made to believe 
such falsehhoods, and we are very happy over it.

We most heartily endorse the Truth Seeker in its valuable work for Humanity, in 
all its various departments. We know it has done more than any other paper we 
have ever read to break down superstition in everything, and w e h eartily jo in  them in 
every crtisade against mental bondage. The greatest foe Liberty has to contend against 
is that slimy snake we call Jesuitism. Its influence is felt in every direction. In 
politics it finds its way_even to the highest offices in our land, and the Catholic vote 
is carefully considered and counted before each and every election. Burchard, the 
honest and fearless man, was railed at by Republicans because he “ told the truth.”

Lay on, Brother Truth Seeker, your circulation is much larger than ours, but even 
if we are little, we are spunky, and second your every move against anything that 
does not give to mortals absolute liberty and the use of a free conscience. We do 
not stand opposed to Romanism simply because it is Romanism. We oppose it be­
cause all Roman Catholics, from the lowest, ignorant layman, up to its most learned 
cardinal or pope, surrender their reason and conscience to the church and are thus 
slaves ruling slaves. We in our work demand absolute liberty to reason and think 
for ourselves. We also demand the right to act as we see fit, so long as we respect 
the rights of others around us. In this course we will not be hindered by the flat­
tery of friends or the threats of foes. b.

Spirits are always poor, for they left all their earthly possessions behind them for 
others to enjoy when they entered the spirit world. They come to us as beggars; 
shall we turn them away empty ? b.
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GRAND CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL DEVELOPING CIRCLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA, AT SUNAPEE 
LAKE CAMP-MEETING, NEWBURY, N. H., AUGUST 21st, 22d & 23d.

At 10.30, A. M., August 21st, Dr. Jas. A. Bliss read the call for the Convention of 
the N. D. C., as published in Spir it  Voices, its official organ. The meeting was 
duly opened by singing by Mrs. Mary F. Lovering, of East Boston, Mass. Dr. 
Bliss then called for the nomination of a permanent president. Mr. George A. 
Fuller, of Dover, Mass., was nominated and unanimously elected. He was escorted 
to the chair and introduced to the convention by Dr. Bliss.

After a few remarks by the president, the following permanent officers were nomi­
nated and elected : Dr. Jas. A. Bliss, Treasurer; Mrs. Mary F. Lovering, Secretary; 
Dr. H. B. Storer, Mrs. G. D. Stevens and Mrs. George Fellows, Executive Committee.

President Fuller then introduced Dr. Jas. A. Bliss as the speaker for the morning. 
Dr. Bliss made a stirring speech, and thought that the most essential work of the 
hour was to give a concise history of the origin, rise and progress of the movement 
known as the National Developing Circle. The following is a synopsis of his re­
marks :

“One year ago at this camp-ground the seed was sown that culminated on the 16th 
day of October, 1884, in the movement named by spirits as the National Developing 
Circle. The officers of the movement were selected by the spirit known to his many 
friends in earth life as the Little German Doctor. The work was shadowed out in 
a circular written through the medium while in an unconscious condition, on the 1st 
day of October, 1884. (Here Dr. Bliss read the following extract.)

“4th. By my N ational  D eveloping Circle, formed by spirit direction, in which I sit alone 
in my office, m an unconscious condition, every Thursday evening, from 8 to 9.30 o’clock; members 
of this circle all over the country, sitting in their own homes, at the same hour, receiving the devel­
oping influences of my large band of developing spirits, with very nearly the same effect as though 
I was personally with them. This method is original with my band, and great results are predicted 
by them. A record will be kept of all the notable and startling manifestations that take place dur­
ing the circle, and when the fund raised by membership fees will warrant it, they will be published 
to the world, in the form of a magazine.”

Following this he read the First Report of the National Developing Medium, 
of Jan. 1st, 1885, and the First Semi-Annual Report, dated April 16th, 1885. Dr. 
Bliss then concluded his remarks as follows :

“The work of the N. D. C. thus far has proved a success far beyond the fondest 
hopes of its many friends. Letters of enquiry have been received from all parts of 
the world in regard to the plans of operation. Letters by hundreds have come from 
its 1700 members confirming the claim that it was possible to transmit developing 
power from the central circle, and that many mediums were being developed who had 
unsuccesfully sat alone previous to becoming members of the N. D. C. Spirit 
Voices, the monthly magazine, has been established as the organ of the movement;



298 SPIRIT VOICES. September,

a ll b ills  h ave  b een  p ro m p tly  m et, an d  re p o rts  g iv e n  m o n th ly  u p  to  th e  m o n th  o f June, 

18 8 5 , when th ey  w ere  d isco n tin u ed  on a c c o u n t o f  a b s e n c e  fro m  th e  o ffice  to attend 

the R in d g e  an d  S u n a p e e  C a m p  M e e tin g s. H o w e v e r ,  th e  b o o k s  c o n ta in in g  accounts 

o f R e ce ip ts  an d  E x p e n d itu re s  h a d  b een  c o r r e c t ly  k e p t , a n d  th a t  th e  fu ll  re p o rt would 

b e  m ade at the an n u a l m eetin g , to b e  h e ld  O ct. 16 th , 18 8 5 ,  in  B o s to n , M a s s . I  have 

b een  o b liged  to p a ss  th ro u gh  a  s tra n g e  e x p e r ie n c e  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r .  V e r y  early 

in the m o vem en t it  w a s  m ad e kn o w n  to m e th a t  in  o rd e r  to  s e r v e  th is  w o rk  fa ith fu lly  

an d  d is in te re ste d ly  th at I  sh o u ld  ta k e  u p o n  m y s e l f  a  v o w  o f  v o lu n ta r y  p o verty .

“  T h e  sp irits  sh ow ed  m e th a t I  m u st s e rv e  e ith e r  th em  o r  M a m m o n , a n d  th at I  should 

p lace  m y se lf b e fo re  the w o rld  a b o ve  c r it ic ism  ; th a t  I  s h o u ld  n o t  h o ld  a n y  personal 

p ro p erty  o f m y ow n, b u t th at I  sh ou ld  la b o r  to  e n r ic h  th e  N . D . C .,  a n d  th rough  it 

b le ss  H u m an ity . I  to o k  th at vo w  an d  p ro p o se  to  liv e  fa it h fu l ly  to  it. I t  w a s  an ab­

solute  n e cessity  th at th is  sh o u ld  b e d o n e, a s  la r g e  a m o u n ts  o f  m o n e y  w ould  come 

from  m em b ers to an d  th rou gh  m y h an d s, a n d  i f  I  b y  th a t  v o w  c lo s e d  u p  th e d oor to 

becom e rich  p e rs o n a lly  in  th is  w o r ld ’ s  g o o d s , I  sh o u ld  th e n  s i le n c e  a l l  susp ic io n  of 

frau d u len t tran sa ctio n s  in  th is  w o rk . I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  th e  h o u r  th a t  I  h ave  re­

gre tted  that vow . O n the co n tra ry , I  fe e l r e lie v e d  o f  a  g r e a t  lo a d  a n d  b u rd e n , and 

fee l now th at I  can  p le a d  fo r  th e su p p o rt o f  th e  N . D . C . m o v e m e n t  a s  I  co u ld  not 

p lead  fo r  m y se lf a s  an  in d iv id u a l i f  I  a c q u ire d  p e r s o n a l p r o p e r ty . I  h a v e  b e e n  called  

in san e  an d  a  fo o l to ta k e  th is  p o sitio n , e v e n  b y  m y  o w n  fa m ily ,  b u t  I  am  w illin g  to 

tru st m y sp irit fr ie n d s  to c a rr y  m e s a fe ly  th ro u g h .

“ T h e y  h av e  ta u gh t m e th at I  h a d  a  r ig h t to  m y  l i fe , l ib e r ty  a n d  th e  e n jo y m en t of 

an y  ratio n al am u sem en t th a t th is  w o rld  a f f o r d e d ; th a t  I  a s  a n  in d iv id u a l h ad  also 

d u ties  to p erfo rm  ; th at I  sh ou ld  se e  to it  th a t  m y  b o d y  w a s  c o m fo r t a b ly  c lo th ed , fed 

an d  pro tected  from  the in c le m e n c y  o f the w e a t h e r ; th a t  th o s e  b r o u g h t  in to  existen ce 

b y  m y own act h ad  a  r igh t to m y p ro te c tio n  a n d  in flu e n c e  th a t  th e y  m ig h t develop 

in to  m en an d  w om en in  th e fu tu r e ; th at th e y  in  th e ir  w e a k n e s s  lo o k e d  to  m e b y  nat­

u ra l righ t until th ey  w ere s tro n g  en o u gh  to  c a re  fo r  th e m s e lv e s .  T h e y  a lso  taught 

m e th at w h ile  m o n ey  im p ro p e r ly  u se d  w a s  a  c u rs e , th a t  th e  s a m e  m o n e y  properly 

u sed  cou ld  be m ad e  a  g re a t, y e s , th e  g r e a te s t  o f  b le s s in g s  1 

“  A llo w  m e h ere  to  s a y  th a t n o n e o f th e  o ffic e rs  o f  th is  m o v e m e n t  h a v e  received  

one cen t o f p a y  fo r  th e ir  s e r v i c e s o n  th e c o n tra ry , th e y  h a v e  la b o r e d  h a rd  an d  often 

con trib u ted  fin a n c ia l a id  to  th e m o vem en t in  a d d it io n  to  th e ir  la b o r .

“ It has been lately reported by mistaken persons that this movement is inspired by 

Jesuitical Roman Catholic spirits. All I can say is that if the above wisdom comes 
from that class of spirits I recognize them as friends of Humanity, and wish more 
of them would inspire selfish mortals to work for Humanity’s good.

“ In order that this movement shall be a success in our selfish world, it must have 
the proper financial support. This, however, we care the least about; the support 
has come freely thus far, and we have no reason to doubt for the future.

“ We have erected our N. D. C. Temple at Rindge, at a cost of $500, the Camp 
Meeting Company of the Two Worlds generously donating two lots of land for the 
purpose. The prospects are bright, and I hope every person present will catch the 
spirit that has animated the officers in this glorious work.” Dr. Bliss then concluded 
his remarks by reading the following objects of the National Developing Circle:

1st. All members of the N. D. C., scattered all over the country, sitting at the
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same time (on Sunday afternoons at 3 p . m ., and Thursdays at 8 p. m.), in circles or 
singly at the ir own homes, for mediumistic development, to receive the powerful 
magnetic developing and healing influences of the well-known and reliable develop­
ing medium, Dr. James A. Bliss. This plan is entirely original with his powerful 
band of spirit guides, and has stood repeated tests, as are fully proved by testimo­
nials from hundreds of persons, developed as public and private mediums, received 
and published monthly in Spirit Voices, the organ of the movement.

2d. The organization of spirit and mortal forces under the lead of intelligent 
spirits, to unite the now scattered adherents to the Truths of Modern Spiritualism.

3d. The study of occult mysteries, with a view to understanding ourselves and 
fitting mediums to become teachers of their fellow-men in the wisdom of the ages.

4th. To establish a fraternity that will recognize One God as the common Parent 
of all, and that it is the duty of all to recognize their brother and sister mortals as 
their equals, and entitled to the right and enjoyment of “ life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness.”

5th. To support financially the magazine Spirit Voices as the organ of the 
National Developing Circle, and aid in the establishment of colleges, schools, healing 
and developing institutes, in various sections of the country, where mediums may be 
fitted to give the most perfect manifestations of spirit phenomena to “ enlighten the 
world.”

6th. To demand that the distillation, importation, and sale of intoxicants shall 
be discontinued.

7th. That woman shall have equal rights with man in every respect, also the right 
to equal judgment in all matters upon questions of morality; that she is entitled to 
equal wages with man when she performs the same work.

8th. To demand that all public offices in our government shall be filled with 
those of both sexes that regard “ public office as a Sacred Trust.”

9th. That all caste in society shall be broken; and that it shall be the duty of all 
to reach out the hand to the unfortunate, and lift them up to a higher plane of 
morality, rather than to turn the cold shoulder upon them, or drive them still deeper 
into lower conditions by slander and abuse.

10th. To advocate that all wars shall cease, and that all quarrels shall be settled 
by arbitration ; and that “ as ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them,” shall be the rule to guide us in all our work upon earth.

President Fuller then made the closing speech of this session. He fully endorsed 
the statements of Dr. Bliss and the general statements made of the work of the 
N. D. C. He stated that he had seen thousands of letters from friends of the move­
ment from all parts of America and Europe relating remarkable phenomena that had 
taken place at the N. D. C. circles. He knew of no other meetings that had accom­
plished so much good in so short a time. In all his years of travel as a lecturer he 
had found very few circles held. This movement would in course of time be to 
Spiritualism what the prayer-meeting is to the church. If the N. D. C. as a move­
ment has done nothing else, it has established circles in every direction, and certainly 
was a grand success.

The meeting then adjourned, to be called together again at two o’clock.
I P. M., August 21st. Meeting called to order by President Fuller promptly at 

the hour named. It was then decided to hold a regular N. D. C. circle. The hall 
was well filled, and the circle was held under the form of the N. D. C. The influ­
ence was strongly felt by all persons seated in the circle. Dr. Bliss was con­
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tro lled  b y  “  T h e  L it t le  G e rm a n  D o c to r ,”  an d  g a v e  a  m o st  e lo q u e n t  le c tu re  upon the 

sp iritu al p a rt o f  th e w o rk  o f th e N . D . C . H e  w a s  fo llo w e d  b y  m a n y  m edium s, 

con tro lled  b y  th e ir  g u id e s , s tro n g ly  e n d o rs in g  th e  N . D . C . m o v e m e n t. P atrick  

M c C a rty  c lo sed  th e c irc le  w ith  h is  w itty  s a y in g s  th a t  a m u s e d  a n d  in stru cted  the 

au d ien ce . T h is  se ss io n  a d jo u rn e d  to  m e e t a t  i o  A . M ., A u g u s t  2 2 .

10  A . M ., A u g u s t  2 2 . P re s id e n t  F u lle r  c a l le d  th e  m e e t in g  to  o rd e r  a n d  an nounced  

th at the E x e c u tiv e  C o m m ittee  h a d  d e c id e d  th e  p r e s e n t  s e s s io n  s h o u ld  b e  a  C o n fer­

en ce  M eetin g , an d  d e v o te d  to  th e d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  N . D . C . O b je c t s  a n d  th e D e­

ve lo p m en t o f M ed iu m sh ip . T h e  m eetin g  w a s  o p e n e d  b y  a  s o n g  b y  M rs . L o v e r in g , 

en titled , “  T h e  L o o m  o f L i f e . ”

P re s id e n t F u lle r  m ad e  th e o p e n in g  re m a rk s , a n d  in v ite d  a l l  in te re s te d  to ta k e  part. 

M r . ------- W ilso n  g a v e  so m e o f  h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  in v e s t ig a t in g  m e d iu m sh ip  o f a  re­

m a rk a b le  c h a ra c te r  w h ich  in te re s te d  h is  a u d ie n c e  v e r y  m u c h . D r . J a s .  A .  B lis s  fo l­

lo w e d  him  an d  co n fin ed  h is  r e m a rk s  a lm o s t  e n t ire ly  to  th e  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  o f de­

ve lo p m en t o f m ed iu m sh ip . H e  a lso  u rg e d  u p o n  th e  C o n v e n tio n  th e  a b s o lu te  n eces­

s ity  o f c o lle g e s  an d  sch o o ls  fo r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  s p e a k e r s  th a t  w e re  c a lle d  b y  the 

sp irit fr ie n d s  to  sta n d  u p o n  th e  “  W atch -to w ers  o f  M o d e rn  S p ir i tu a lis m .”  H e  c la im ed  

a lso  th at th ere  w e re  m a n y  fin e  u n d e v e lo p e d  p h y s ic a l m e d iu m s  a m o n g  th e  p o o rer 

c la s se s  th at sh o u ld  b e  p ro v id e d  w ith  m e a n s  o f  s u b s is ta n c e  w h ile  u n d e rg o in g  the ne­

c e ss a ry  p ro ce ss  o f d e v e lo p m e n t. H e  a lso  d e m a n d e d  th a t  m e d iu m s  s h o u ld  b e  cared  

fo r  w h en  th ey  g re w  o ld  in  s e rv ic e  o f  th e S p ir i t  W o r ld , a n d  n o t n e g le c te d  a s  is  the 

p resen t ru le . A l l  th ese  re fo rm s  la y  d ire c t ly  in  th e  p a th  o f  th e  N . D . C . m o vem en t. 

H e  c lo se d  h is  re m a rk s  b y  u rg in g  a l l  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  N . D . C .  to  b e c o m e  r e g u la r  sub ­

scr ib e rs  o f Spir it  V oices.
L o r a  S . C r a ig  th en  fo llo w e d  w ith  re m a rk s  o f  a  s t ir r in g  n a tu re , fu l ly  e n d o rs in g  a ll 

th at o th ers  h a d  s a id , a n d  c la im e d  th a t th is  “  m o v e m e n t ”  w a s  th e  d a w n  o f  th e  true 

m ille n n iu m ; th a t it w o u ld  ch a n g e  th e  o rd e r  o f  th in g s  a s  th e y  n o w  e x is t ,  a n d  b r in g  

upon th is  p la n e t  a  p e r fe c t  ra c e  o f  m en  a n d  w o m e n . S h e  lo o k e d  fo r w a r d  w ith  g re a t 

h o p es fo r  th e fu tu re .

D r . H . B . S to re r  sa id , “  I  s e e  th a t th is  is  th e  f ir s t  a t te m p t a t  o rg a n iz a t io n  from  

w ith in ; a ll o th e r  a tte m p ts  fo r  th e la s t  th irty  y e a r s  h a d  fa i le d .  H e  c o u ld  s e e  no  re a ­

son  th is  m o v em en t sh o u ld  s h a re  th e  sa m e  fa te  a s  o th e r s  th a t  h a d  p re c e d e d  it. 

W h ere  th ere  is  u n io n  th e re  is  s tre n g th . T h e  S p ir i t s  a r e  a s  a n x io u s  to  co m m u n icate  

w ith  u s a s  w e a re  to  c o m m u n icate , w ith  th em , a n d  it  a p p e a r s  th a t  th e y  in a u g u ra te d  

th is  w o rk  am o n g  m o rta ls . J e s u s  s a id , w h e re  tw o  o r  th re e  a r e  g a t h e r e d  to g eth er 

th e re  h e  w o u ld  b e  in  th e ir  m id st . H e  to ld  th e  d is c ip le s  g i f t s  o f  h e a l in g  a n d  o th er 

m a n ife s ta tio n s  sh o u ld  fo llo w  th is  g a th e r in g  th e m s e lv e s  to g e th e r . T h i s  m o vem en t 

re se m b le s  th o se  o f o ld  a p o s to lic  tim e s .”  H is  r e m a rk s  w e re  o f  a  v e r y  h ig h  ord er, 

an d  w e re  fre q u e n tly  a p p la u d e d  b y  th e c o n v e n tio n . H e  a ls o  c lo s e d  h is  r e m a rk s  b y  

u rg in g  th e  c la im s  o f  Spir it  V oices u pon  th e  a u d ie n c e . H e  s a id  fu r th e r , “  I  th in k  

th is  m o vem en t is  c o m m e n d a b le . I  th in k  a f te r  th ir ty  y e a r s  s o m e th in g  ftugh t to be 

d o n e in  th is  d irectio n , a n d  th a t  th e  p re s e n t m e th o d  i s  a  g o o d  c o u r s e  to  p u rsu e . I  

b e lie v e  th e e x p e rim e n t w ill b e  fu lly  s u s ta in e d . I  k n o w  th a t  D r . B l i s s  h a s  re ce iv e d  

c e n su re  fro m  m a n y  th a t w e re  n o t p e r s o n a lly  a c q u a in te d  w ith  h im , a n d  I  th in k  it is  

b e c a u se  h e  is  e n e rg e t ic  a n d  p u ts  h is  w h o le  s o u l in to  a l l  h e  u n d e r ta k e s . S in c e  I  h a v e



SPIRIT VOICES. 3011885.

become acquainted with him I feel confidence in him as an honest man, worthy of 
all possible support; that he is in sympathy with the wants of Humanity. I wish 
him and the officers of this movement God speed in their efforts.”

Mrs. Jas. A. Bliss said, “ I speak in favor of Spirit Voices. You have all read 
it and it speaks for itself. Mr. Fuller is the editor, and that is sufficient to present 
its merits for your approval. As far as Mr. Bliss is concerned, I can say that he and 
I have many disagreements upon matters. He will sit up in his office sometimes 
until 4 o’clock in the morning “ working for Humanity ” without recompense for his 
services, giving away all his time. 1 know that he is an earnest Spiritualist; yes! 
too much so for his own good. We do not agree upon all these things, but we agree 
to disagree. The magazine, Spirit Voices, is worthy of support, and I hope it will 
be sustained.” This session closed with a song by Mrs. Lovering, entitled, “Golden 
Sometime.”

2 P. M., August 22. Another grand N. D. C. circle was held at this hour. The 
following message was written through the hand of Dr. Bliss before the opening and 
read by Mr. Fuller. The message was for a party of Shakers visiting the conven­
tion. It read as follows:

“Dear Sisters : We most heartily greet you at our circle to-day, and we hope that 
you will see in this work the fulfillment of the promise that out of the darkness of 
worldly conditions should shine a great light. He that doeth all things well is the 
inspirer of this movement. Spirits bless thee for your past faithfulness.

Wm. T. H odges.”

The circle was duly opened, and “ The Little German Doctor ” again held his 
audience spell-bound with his earnest, eloquent words. He paid a high tribute to 
the Shaker order, and recognized it as the “ immaculate mother of Truth,” and that 
truth was Modern Spiritualism. His words called forth expressions of thanks from 
the Shaker friends present. Many mediums, as in former circles, were controlled 
by their guides, and many new mediums influenced for the first time. The circle, 
although a large one, was a grand success, and practically illustrated the claims of 
the N. D. C., that “ the larger the Developing Circle the better,” to be a fact. Circle 
was closed by singing.

Sunday, August 23. This day was a grand one for the N. D. C. The sky was 
clear and the weather very comfortable. Meetings were held at the stand. Thou­
sands of persons were present, coming by extra trains and every sort of conveyance.

Dr. Jas. A. Bliss-was announced as the morning speaker. After a most touching 
invocation, he took for his subject, “ How to become a Medium.” It was handled 
in a masterly manner, and earnestly received by an attentive audience. He was 
followed by Dr. H. B. Storer, and never was there a finer discourse delivered upon 
the spiritual rostrum. At 2 P. M. the meeting was again called to order, and Mr. 
George A. Fuller gave a most excellent address while he was in a thoroughly en­
tranced condition. The crowd at this time had become greatly augmented by arrival 
of both steamers, Edmund Burke and Lady Woodsum. He was followed by that 
most wonderful test medium in the world, Joseph D. Stiles, who gave 175 names of 
spirits fully recognized by the audience. The Convention then adjourned.

M rs. Mary F. Lovering, Secretary.
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NATIONAL DEVELOPING CIRCLE RECORDS.
[This Department of the Magazine will be devoted to reports of Circles of the N. D. C .; also, to the experiences of 

members in their sittings, to prove to the world that it is possible to transmit to all parts of the country a strong magnetic, 
developing power. It is hoped that the members will feel that it is their duty to send their records to this office as reg­
ularly as possible. The names will not appear in these records unless by special request of the writer of the reports. If 
any of the readers of this Magazine doubt the authenticity of any of the records, they can be furnished with the full name 
and address of the party that sent the report, by applying to the Associate Editor, Dr. J a m e s  A . B liss , 121 West 
Concord Street, Boston, Mass.]

The Boston Circle of the N. D. C. opened its regular public circle Sunday, Sept. 6th, at 3 P.M., 
at 1031 Washington Street. A fair attendance greeted Dr. Bliss, and as he took his accustomed 
seat at the developing table, many pleasant smiles of old friends showed that the members of the 
N. D. C. gladly welcomed him back to his post. He opened the circle with a few remarks that 
were well received. He was then controlled by “ The Little German Doctor,” who gave an excel­
lent discourse upon the best method of developing mediumship. The lecture was intensely interest­
ing and instructive throughout. Patrick McCarty then controlled the Doctor, giving many excellent 
tests in his jolly, inimitable way, sometimes convulsing his audience with laughter. Many mediums 
in the circle were then controlled, giving quite a number of tests that were recognized,—one of them 
giving full names, and other tests of spirit identity. The circle was then closed by singing.

S ecretary , Boston N. D. C.
P rovidence, R. I., Aug. 31, 1885.

D r. Bliss : I have had a cabinet up for six weeks. I see a great many lights, faces and shadowy 
forms. They appear in large volumes of blue mist. One light I saw was as large as a walnut; it 
moved around the room several times. I asked the spirits to bring it to me, and it moved directly 
towards me till it came within three feet of my face. I then saw an arm below the elbow, and a very 
handsome face just above the light. The light remained in motion for an hour and a half. When­
ever I look up m the open air I see a misty shadow moving about; upon it is a manuscript with 
characters upon it. I do not understand. * M rs. A. D. F.

C l e v e la n d , Iowa, Aug. 10th, 1885.
James A. Bliss :

Dear Brother,— I have formed a small circle in this town, with very good results. One of the 
ladies has been controlled by a spirit and could not be brought from under the control for some 
hours. This is something I do not understand. Can you give me a little information what to do in 
such a case. I have a great desire to do all the good that lies in my power. Help me all you can.

J.H.
In a case of this kind you should let all the light you can into the room. Call upon Blackfoot 

to assist you, and make reverse mesmeric passes from the feet of the medium towards the head.
Jam es A. Bliss.

N ew  O r lea ns , L a ., Aug. 25,1885.
Enclosed please find 10 cents for Blackfoot’s Healing Paper. Our circle sat last Thursday 

night, and I sat alone with the Developing Paper and had a very strong influence. It seems that I 
am now in rapport with your band. C. H. Y.

N ew  O r lea ns , La., Aug. 23, 1885.
Your kind letter, with Certificates of Membership, also S p ir it  V oices, came to hand, for 

which receive thanks. I did not get the Photographs until two days after, and was so delighted to 
receive them. I feared I would not get them on account of the delay. When I looked upon them 
it seemed as if we were old acquaintances. You have five upon the card, but to me there are six, 
for on the right breast of your wife lies a dear little infant, with closed eyes, lying so quiet and still, 
waiting until the dear mother shall open her eyes in the other world, and then will she and her babe 
gaze upon each other, each with eyes open forever, their spirits united never to seperate again.

Our first circle was very harmonious, Mrs. Bennett being controjled by her little daughter, 
Tosie, a bright and intelligent spirit, always so delighted to meet and be with us. I saw again three 
of the ancient spirits who started from behind Mr. Bennett (he being one of the circle) until they 
reached myself, when they disappeared, and then a spirit appeared from behind Mr. B. with arms 
raised as if he was pronouncing a blessing; he was an elderly man, tall and had very long arms.

Another beautiful female spirit came behind Miss B. with “ No. 7 ” upon her breast. I do not 
know what it meant by that.

At our second circle I developed to see initials which were fully recognized. I also saw a spirit 
with a silver cross upon the top of its head. I think he must have been a priest. If I should men­
tion all I saw I would tire you, [No, sister, you would not by any means. The world wants to know
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all you see.—J am es A. B l iss .] but I must tell you that the spirit I saw with the arms raised came 
back in the same attitude; he then controlled me to speak, and gave his name as Dr. Williams. He 
stated he would give us his assistance in our daily life, and be with us whenever we would call upon 
him; in all hours of trouble he would strive to impress us with his presence. Please tell us what 
this means. [It means that this faithful spirit friend has come to you to be your chief controlling 
spirit and guide. You mav regard him as your friend, as he professes to be.—J as. A. Bliss.] I 
also saw an elderly lady, with one hoop like silver over her head, and two entwined in her hands. 
She passed around and stood by the side of Mr. Wise. I will now close my records, with love to 
my sisters, brothers and friends, and say my next will be shorter. Sarah V. C.

Greenville, Mich.
Dr. Bliss, — I have just come home from Camp-Meeting, and now renew my membership in 

the N. D. C. We have started once more for a circle. Some others are talking very strong of 
uniting with us, as they are getting very much interested. I hope the interest will grow rapidly un­
til all believers become spiritualized in this grand, good work. May the angels bless every effort 
put forth to spread this light so much needed. Mrs. D. G. S.

Brockton, Mass., Sept. 4,1885.
Dr. Bliss, — Enclosed find renewal of membership in N. D. C. The following are the indica­

tions of my development as a Slate Writing Medium. I have had but few sittings. The first indica­
tion I had was this: I took two slates of the same size, and put in between them two small pieces of 
slate pencil. The first time the slates got so hot that I could hardly keep my hands upon it. The 
next time I got one on the table and nothing more. I still persevere. W. W. D.

N. D. C.
The long summer months have at last gone, and we cannot say that we are 

sorry for it. Many of our most earnest winter and fall members discontinued their 
sittings in our circles when the warm weather set in, and may not yet be prepared to 
renew their membership and commence their sittings again. The past summer has 
been a trying one for the N. D. C. movement. We were not disappointed, however, 
for we were warned of it by our spirit guides having the work in charge. The mo­
ment the membership falls off, that moment we feel it at headquarters in our finances. 
We undertook the building of our Temple at Rindge, N. H., and were promised by 
some of our friends that we should be sustained and assisted. Some of these prom­
ises were fully realized, but others were not, and consequently we personally were 
obliged to carry the balance of the burden on oiir own shoulders.

Our convention at Rindge was a failure, but not so at Sunapee. At the latter 
place it was all that we hoped for, and the seed sown will bring forth an abundant 
harvest.

Our public Sunday afternoon meeting was opened Sunday, Sept. 6th, at the 
Ladies’ Aid Parlor, 1031 Washington street. It is hoped that all the old members 
of the N. D. C. will be present during the coming fall and winter season at every 
one of our public meetings.

Our anniversary, Oct. 16th, 1885, should be celebrated all over the country. It 
marks a day long to be remembered, and should be properly observed.

We are glad to notice the activity of our Washington, D. C., and New Or­
leans members. They are deeply interested in the work. We hope they will take 
the trouble to write out the reports of their circles for publication in Spirit Voices. 
They are interesting to our members, and especially to us who are at the N. D. C. 
fountain head. We daily and hourly watch the growth of this movement with the 
same feeling that a mother watches the growth and development of her child.

Your co-operation is needed especially to increase the circulation of Spirit
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Voices. There is no better way to assist us in our labors than to take interest 
enough to loan your magazine to those that might subscribe for it.

By spirit direction we have reduced the price for a long term of membership, as 
follows: i month, 50 cts.; 2 months, 90 cts.; 3 months, $1.20; 6 months, $2.10; 
12 months, $3,60. This gives you a liberal reduction. A free ticket to all the pub- 
lie Sunday afternoon circles is included in the above terms. b.

THOUGHTS UPON DEVELOPMENT OF MEDIUMSHIP.
T hat person who seeks to develop his mediumship for the sake of an easy, quiet 

life and financial benefit is likely to find out his mistake very early.
If a spirit comes to us to influence us to do an act our conscience condemns and 

we yield to the temptation, then the spirit is truly to be pitied, for we are worse than 
the spirit.

Do not covet others’ gifts; you could not use them if you had them. Develop 
your own gifts.

A young lady once said to a gentleman that kindly escorted her home from a sO’ 
rial party, “ Frank, don’t breathe a word to a soul that you came home with me to­
night.” Frank quietly replied, “ Sarah, you need give yourself no uneasiness on 
that score; I am just as much ashamed of it as you are.” The same may apply to 
those that are ashamed to have the world know they are seeking to develop their 
mediumship—the spirit friends are just as much ashamed of it as they are.

Do not be dishonestly honest. Such a thing is possible. When a spirit has labored 
hard to force a manifestation through your organism, and you claim afterwards that 
you have done it all yourself, are you not dishonestly honest ?

Make haste slowly. If your development is slow and sure it is more apt to be of 
permanent value to you in the future.

A fraud considers that everybody around him is fraudulent. An honest man sel­
dom suspects others of dishonesty.

When you meet with opposition it is well for you to remember you are doing some­
thing, and that your work is a success.

First, be sure you are right; then stick to it, even if you fall by the way.
Selfishness is a blessing, and is a virtue when you become selfish for the interests 

of others around you rather than for yourself, b.

Some persons seem to think the columns of S p ir it  V oices are open only to 
members of the N. D. C, This is a great mistake. We are glad  to publish well- 
written articles any time from the pen of amateur as well as professional writers. 
Bring in your best thoughts and we will gladly publish them; also reports of phe­
nomena through reliable mediums. b.

The Camp-Meetings have every reason to thank the Banner of Light for the 
full reports that have appeared in its columns this year. Surely, Messrs. Colby & 
Rich have a good opinion of these powerful means of converting thousands to 
Spiritualism, b.
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MEDIUMSHIP; THE KEY OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

BY JAMES A. BU88.

Matthew xvi,, 13-20.
When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philllpl, he asked his disciples, saying, 

Whonf do men say that I, the Son of Man, am ?
And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others Jere- 

mias, or one of the prophets.
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that lam?
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
And Jesus answered, and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona; for flesh and 

blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven.
And I say unto thee, That thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build my church; 

and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.
And I will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; and whatsoever thou 

shah bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed  in Heaven.

Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ
The above is an account of a grand developing circle held by Jesus and his 

disciples. Jesus acting as the Developing Medium; his diciples as sensitives to be 
controlled by spirit intelligences.

In order to direct the attention of his subjects upon some central point, and to 
give spirits an opportunity to manifest their presence through them, Jesus said unto 
them, “ Whom do men say that I, the Son of Man am ?" The disciples answered him 
in various ways, but none of their answers seem to have been satisfactory to him. 
The majority, it seems from the record, regarded the popular opinion of that 
day, that Jesus was a re-incarnated prophet of ancient times. Jesus quickly per­
ceived they were wandering away from the point he sought to make, and drew their 
attention to himself by a more direct question, viz.: “B ut whom say ye that I  am i"  
Peter, quick as thought, through his sensitive, impulsive nature', answered upon the 
spur of the moment the question by impression,— that he might possibly have 
thought at the time originated with himself, or to use the common expression, “ from 
his own mind,"— “ Thou a r t the C hrist, the Son of the living God." Jesus being the 
medium for the developing influences to operate through, was at that moment in a 
perfect clairvoyant condition, and saw the spirit that impressed Peter thus to answer 
his questions, for he immediately replied, “ Blessed art thou Simon Barjona; for 
flesh and blood has not revealed i t  unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven." 
The spirit that gave the impression was recognized by Jesus, as the, to him, visible 
messenger of his Infinite Father-God.

Jesus always understood and taught that the “ Kingdom of Heaven was within," 
and not located somewhere in the Heavens. Jesus was so pleased with the develop­
ment of Peter’s mediumship* that he then and there resolved, that upon that point 
of mediumship, that he would build his church and that such a perfect manifestation 
of mediumship should be the starting-point. So he said to Peter, “ Thou art Peter,
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and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it."

The reply of Peter under spirit impression was correct in every particular. Jesus 
was not the Son of God by any special divine act, but he texts the Son of God even 
as Peter, and all others, are a part and parcel of Divinity. Jesus was satisfied with 
the reply, because he saw' that the same power that influenced Peter to see in his 
developing medium, Jesus, that he was a son of God, could later on influence Peter 
to see also that he (Peter) was also a “ son of the living God." The Development 
of Peter’s mediumship was perfect, and in his hands were plnced the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, i.e., a perfect understanding or knowledge of himself.

From this lesson we learn that all that are born of woman (the true Kingdom of 
Heaven) are the children of God. Yes! the visible manifestations of God in the 
flesh; this, then, makes every conception nn immalculate conception 5 every birth, 
another child born from the Kingdom of Heaven into earthly or material conditions; 
that God dwells within each human soul; that we are Ais children ; that in the union 
of the sexes we impart to those that follow us the immortal powers of the soul to be 
developed through the eternal law of growth and progression into perfect men and 
women in form like unto our Common Parent, God. Mediumship, then, is the true 
Key to all the mysteries of life. If God, in his wisdom, through his ministering 
angels, has seen fit to place this key in the hands of mortals, to unlock his “ Hidden 
Mysteries " why should we hesitate to use it ? Surely, if we are honest in our desires 
to “ enlighten the world," and wish only to open door after door, containing the 
treasures of hidden wisdom for the benefit of Humanity, we have nothing to fear, for 
“ if God be with us who can be against us ? ” Let us then boldly approach them, and 
know that “ he that doeth all things well " directs our steps, and that we cannot err.

Jesus never claimed that he was a Son of God by any special divine act, and re­
peatedly called the attention of the diciples to the fact that he and the Father were 
one, and called upon his diciples to be out even as he and the Father were one. Not 
one as individuals but, God as the Divine Architect or author, Jesus as the creation, 
the son; the grand temple of the living God ; that he was simply the manifestation 
of God in mortal form; that the Divine Architect had in Jesus’ mother’s womb, 
through natural law, clothed the individual Jesus with a material covering, and that 
in due course of time he, the individual Jesus, clothed with mortality, had become 
visible, first, as a babe from the mother’s womb, and later on as a full grown man in 
material life,

Peter’s mediumship thus developed to understand Jesus as the Son of God, was the 
commencement of the manifestation of that God through him, and if Peter allowed 
that power to operate through him, the future manifestations of that God would bens 
perfect through him as they were through Jesus. Now, have we not found the true 
Key that has been lost so long ?

“ l will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven,"
Peter thus receives from Jesus the “ Keys |  and is further instructed by Jesus, 

that whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven; and whatso­
ever thou shall loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven." The Roman Catholic 
Church, claiming Peter ns its founder, still further claims, that by complete apostolic

3 0 6  »
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succession, these keys have been transmitted from Pope to Pope to the present Pope, 
that now occupies the chair at Rome, claiming to be the infallible temporal and spir­
itual ruler of the world.

I am willing to grant that until the spirit world interposed, that the Roman Catho­
lic Church held this key in spite of all attempts to wrest it from them, made by the 
earnest, honest friends of Truth.

I still further believe that mortals and spirits have for centuries been searching 
about in the darkness for this key unsuccessfully, until recently, when conditions 
were so arranged that it could be wrested from unholy hands and used by those that 
were worthy and would make a proper use of it.

This " Key ” has been most carefully guarded by both mortal and spirit Roman 
Catholics, and up to the present time none have been able to cope with the intrigue 
of designing priests to hold possession of it, and thus keep mortals from a clear 
understanding of themselves and their relations to God the author of their being.

The symbol of the key is bound in the monagram of the pope. The key has been 
inverted to blind and mystify the uninitated and honest seekers after truth and throw 
them off the track of honest investigation. To illustrate what I mean, I give the 
monogrnm of the Pope, thus: £ .  I will put it in its true position, thus: 9 . From the 
sign of force, “ the cross ruling the world,” it now becomes the astronomical and 
astrological sign of the planet Venus, the Goddess of Love. Remember, reader, 
that "the stone that the builders rejected, the same shall become the head of the 
corner.” Cannot this truly be said in the future, that the rejected and despised 
science of Astrology shall yet “ become the head of the corner” ? Do we not find 
the sign 9 Venus in its proper position, while in Romanism we find it inverted or in 
the false position ?

The true signification of the key is the union of the male and female symbols in 
holy conception. The popes well knew that all religions had their origin in sex- 

* worship, and they have been instant in and out of season to destroy all monuments, 
(with the flimsy excuse that they were obscene) upon which could be found anything 
that would give the world a true knowledge of the key they held in their unholy 
hands.

More than this, they have instituted within every church the confessional box, 
where the cunning priest could immediately detect the possibility of a knowledge of 
Mffljr possession of the true key to the mysteries of the- Kingdom of Heaven. 
Whenever and wherever a sensitive mcdiumistic mortal has given evidence of 
possessing such an organism, the priest in the confessional box has wrung from 
the penitent a confession of it, and have gone with it to their superiors and 
steps have at once been taken to get possession of the mortal body of that sensitive 
medium, and by all manner of meaus they have been drawn into convents or monas­
teries, prisoners for life The power of the priesthood over the human soul is known 
to all, and most zealously they used it, to keep the world in ignorance of the true 
source of that power in the key of mediumship.

Not only has this power been used by mortal priests, but it has been used by spirit 
priests upon the spirit side of life, if anything, more effectual than in mortal life. 
The last thing a sensitive Catholic sees in mortal life, before his final departure, is
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the priest bending over him, muttering certain unintelligible sounds; his eyes are 
riverted upon the crucifix in the hands of that priest and are thus closed in death. 
The first thing he opens his eyes to in spirit life, is another spirit priest that stands 
ready to receive him to a still greater mental bondage.

The first attempt to break this terrible combined spirit power was made by the 
immortal Martin Luther, under spirit impression, and from the seed sown by him in 
greatest mortal peril, has sprung the glorious tree of mental liberty that now makes 
it possible for spirits to return with the true key to the mysteries of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Let us aid and assist these angel messengers all in our power and 
become their active co-operators even though it cost us our mortal lives in this great 
struggle.

Mediumship, then, is the connecting link between God and man. Through it God 
can and does manifest himself to man; through it we receive from that God all 
knowledge and “ enlightment” we have had in the past and may in the future 
receive; through it we arrive at the mystery of our conception; through it we can 
receive direct inspiration from the Divine ; through it we can look through Nature 
up to Nature’s God; through it we can see ourselves as we are; through it we can 
comprehend and fully understand all that exists in the Universe of Mind, Spirit and 
Matter; through it we can fully understand the will and purpose of the Divine, in 
fashioning us within our mother’s womb; through it we understand our mission as 
individual parts of the stupendous whole, in material conditions; through it we fully 
comprehend the continuity of life after the dissolution of our material coating or 
mortal bodies, and, finally, through it we can see and understand the Divine plans of 
the Great Architect of the Universe.

May we as mediums ever seek to place ourselves in perfect harmony with the 
divine mediumship within us and use it for the benefit of Humanity rather than to 
use it to keep the world in mental darkness through our selfishness.

Dr. Jambs A. Bliss is now ready to make engagements to hold Developing Circles 
in and out of town on the following evenings: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednes­
day, Friday and Saturday. Terms for Circles, to consist of not more than twenty-five 
personŝ  #5.00 and travelling expenses.; Circle must be held so that he can return 
to Boston the same evening on late train. Address at once, 121 W. Concord St., 
Boston, Mass.

Dr. W. T. P a r k e r , formerly of this city, is now our authorized Developing Medium, 
N. D, C., for Washington, D. C., also authorized agent for Spirit Voices to receive 
subscriptions and contracts for advertising. He has already formed an N. D. C. 
Circle, and no doubt would be glad to form other circles in Washington. We can 
safely recommend him as an excellent and reliable Magnetic Physician. He is aided 
in his labors by his wife, who, by the way, is an excellent Trance and Test Medium, 
,S;e their advertisement on another page,

Of all persons in the world, mediums need the best of education. A good me­
chanic despises poor tools to work with. Spirits sometimes have been compelled to 
use the illiterate, but they never did so from choice. The best education is none too 
good for our mediums.
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Capt. Matt Clary, Controlling Spirit. Edwin H. Bliss, Spirit Amanuensis.

J ames A. Bliss, Medium.

[By request of the spirit'band of the N. D. C., this department has been added to our maga­
zine. The communications are given while our medium is in a deeply entranced, unconscious 
condition, and he must not be held responsible for the truth or falsity they contain.]—Ed.

Capt. Matt Clary.

My darling Wife and Children:
Again I come to you through the columns of Spirit Voices. I was by your 

side as you read my m essage to our dear children. I saw your joyous expression of 
countenance, and it rem inded me of the time when you used to stand and watch for 
my coming after the labor of the day was over. I then felt happy, and thought what 
a blessing this Com munication Department was even to me. I have many times 
proven to my friends the fact of my immortality, but I am not fully satisfied yet. I 
want to come in my own home, and some day I shall be able to do so. The children 
are growing up fast, and it is a source of great comfort to me to know that, even if 
my form is not now visible to them, that they realize my spirit presence daily. I can 
write through them, some time, messages that you so much crave. My friend Hodges 
has promised to assist me in their development. I want Bliss to come to Kansas 
City some time in the fu tu re ; and, when we get ready for him, I shall send him. I 
am glad to see the workers in our State are waking up to the truths of spirit com­
munion. They need a harmonious influence, and then all will move on smoothly. 
More soon. Yours, Matt.

Lottie Bourne.
I am pleased to be permitted to send a message to my loved ones that remain 

in the mortal form. It seems to me almost a sin for me to take up this space when 
others can come that could accomplish more than I can at present by returning. Still 
the way is open for me, and I will come as requested. My employment in spirit-life 
is to assist the little children to understand their condition, and teach them how to 
return to comfort the saddened hearts of their parents. Of course I am but one of 
large bands of such spirits, that are continually aiding those spirits to manifest them­
selves to their friends. I have been assigned to this work on account of my intense 
love* for children, which forms a sympathetic link between the spirits and their 
friends. I deeply regret that Spiritualists, as a class, neglect the instruction of 
their children in a knowledge of spiritual things. They seem to think that spiritual 
knowledge is for those that are more matured, and the children are allowed to attend 
churches and Sunday schools where they are taught that spirit communion is a thing 
to be despised. Parents, you will some time regret such a course of action; if not 
while you are occupants of mortal forms, you will when you enter spirit-life, and find
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th a t  th e fa ls e  te a c h in g  y o u r  c h ild r e n  r e c e iv e  in  th e  c h u r c h e s  w i l l  a c t  a s  a  b a r r ie r  to 

y o u r  ow n  s p ir it  r e tu r n in g  to  th e m . S u r e ly  i f  s p i r i t  c o m m u n io n  i s  n o t  f it  f o r  yo u r 

c h ild re n , it is  n o t fit  fo r  y o u .

M y  in te re s t  in  th e  c h ild r e n  im p e ls  m e  to  in d it e  t h is  c o m m u n ic a t io n .

L ottie Bourne, the Children's Friend.

A  Father to his Son.
Charley, my Boy :

I  k n o w  th a t  th is  .c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ill  m e e t  y o u r  e y e , a n d  I  w a n t  y o u  to  re a d  it 

v e r y  c a re fu lly .  Y o u r  c o u r s e  w o r r ie s  m e , e v e n  a s  it  w o r r ie s  y o u r  m o t h e r  a t  h o m e . I  

s e e  y o u  g o in g  d o w n , d o w n , d o w n , I  f e a r  to  a  d r u n k a r d ’ s  g r a v e .  O  C h a r l e y  1 d o , fo r  

m y  s a k e  a n d  f o r  y o u r  p o o r  m o th e r ’s  s a k e , s t o p  w h e re  y o u  a r e  a t  o n c e .  E v e r  s in c e  

y o u  le f t  h o m e , y o u  h a v e  s u n k  lo w e r  a n d  lo w e r  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  in t o x ic a t in g  

cu p . Y o u r  m o th e r  w a tc h e s  e v e r y  m a il to  r e c e iv e  a  le t t e r  f r o m  y o u ,  a n d  s t i l l  it  d o e s  

n o t c o m e . N o w  d o , C h a r le y ,  w r ite  to  h e r , a n d  te l l  h e r  y o u  h a v e  r e fo r m e d ,  a n d  th a t  

y o u  w ill le a v e  y o u r  h a u n ts  a n d  g o  h o m e  to  h e r ,  to  b e  a  t r u e  s u p p o r t  to  h e r  in  h e r  o ld  

a g e . I  w a s  w ith  y o u  la s t  n ig h t  ( A u g u s t  1 9 t h ) ,  a n d  s a w  y o u  r e e l  h o m e  to  y o u r  b o a r d ­

in g -h o u se . I  s a w  y o u  th ro w  a s id e  y o u r  m o th e r ’s  le t t e r ,  a n d  h e a r d  y o u  s a y  y o u  w o u ld  

n o t re a d  it b e c a u s e  it c o n ta in e d  “ a  le c tu r e  u p o n  d r in k in g . ”  I t  p a in e d  m e , C h a r le y ,  

to  s e e  y o u  in  th a t  c o n d it io n . S h a l l  I  p le a d  w ith  y o u  in  v a in  ? R .  E .  H .

R ed Cloud.
M e  c o m e  to  s e n d  g r e e t in g s  to  m a n y  p a le - f a c e  b r a v e s  a n d  s q u a w s .  M e  m u ch  

p le a s e d  th a t  m e c a n  u se  th e  t a lk in g  s h e e t  l i k e  p a le - f a c e  s p i r i t .  M e  s o m e t im e s  th in k  

th a t  th e  p a le - fa c e  m u s t f e e l  th a t  th e  s p ir i t  r e d  m a n  is  a  s q u a w , w h e n  h im  c o m e  b a c k  

to  h e a l  th e  s ic k  p a le - fa c e , w h e n  a l l  p a le - fa c e s  d o  s o  m u c h  to  d r i v e  r e d  m a n  fr o m  h is  

c o u n try  a n d  h o m e . T h e  r e a s o n  b e  th a t  r e d  s p i r i t  h e a r  th e  v o i c e  o f  th e  G r e a t  S p ir it ,  

a n d  it  s a y  to  h im , “  F o r g iv e  th e  p a le - fa c e  f o r  w r o n g s  d o n e  to  th e  r e d  p e o p l e . ”  R e d  

s p ir it  l is te n  to  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  G r e a t  S p ir it ,  a n d  m a k e  m u c h  h e a l  f o r  p a le - f a c e ,  e v e n  

th o u g h  h im  d o  d r iv e  p e o p le  fro m  r e s e r v a t io n  t o  r e s e r v a t io n ,  l i k e  l e a v e s  b e fo r e  th e  

m ig h ty  w in d . M e  h o p e  p a le - fa c e s  w il l  b e  m u c h  m o r e  le n ie n t  w it h  r e d  m a n  to  p a y  

fo r  it . ________  R ed Cloud.

David C .  Densmore.
T h is  is  m y  o n ly  m e a n s  to  c o m m u n ic a te , a n d  I  g l a d l y  a c c e p t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I  

am  g la d  th a t  B r o th e r s  F u l l e r  a n d  B l i s s  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  th e  a r d u o u s  t a s k  to  p u b lis h  

S p i r i t  V o ic e s . M y  b o y ,  Voice o f A ngels, h a s  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  e a r t h - l i f e  f o r  w a n t  o f  

p r o p e r  c a r e  a n d  k in d  tr e a tm e n t . I  f e a r e d  it  w o u ld  m e e t  t h a t  f a t e  w h e n  I  w a s  c a l le d  

a w a y  fro m  it, a n d  m y  w o r s t  f e a r s  w e r e  r e a l iz e d .  I ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f e l t  s a d  t h a t  i t s  in flu ­

e n c e  w a s  g o n e ; b u t  I  d id  n o t  s p e n d  m y  t im e  m o u r n in g  o v e r  it ,  I  a s s u r e  y o u .  I  am  

g la d  th a t  S p i r i t  V o ic e s  h a s  t a k e n  it s  p la c e ,  a n d  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  J u d d  a n d  m y s e l f  

w il l  d o  a l l  in  o u r  p o w e r  to  le n d  o u r  a id  in  s u s t a in in g  it . I  w i l l  n o t  f o r g e t  to  th a n k  

J o s .  K . ,  M r s . S .  a n d  M is s  S . ,  in  th e ir  v a in  a t t e m p t s  to  k e e p  t h e  p a p e r  a l iv e .  O h , n o . 

A  th o u s a n d  t im e s  I  th a n k  th e m  f o r  th e ir  la b o r s .  T h e  “  V o ic e  ”  i s  g o n e ,  b u t  I ,  D a v id  

C .  D e n s m o r e ,  s t i l l  l iv e  1
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Lucille Western.
D eath  is  n o t  a n  e n d le s s  s le e p  ; n o r  is  it w h at som e m ortals think, —  a painful 

condition to  p a s s  in to . I  r e m e m b e r  w h en  I  p a ss e d  out of m y body distinctly, and I 

cannot re m e m b e r  th e  le a s t  u n p le a s a n t n e s s  a s  th e change came. The first person I 

met was m y s is t e r  H e le n .  S h e  c a m e  to m e surrou n ded  b y  a halo of light, and said 

to me, “  L u c i l le ,  I  h a v e  c o m e  fo r  y o u , an d  y o u  are  now free  from mortal conditions.”

I said to h e r , “  O  H e l e n  ! i s  it  p o s s ib le  th at I  am  in heaven ? ”  She smiled and said 

to me, |  Y e s ,  L u c i l l e ,  a l l  th e  h e a v e n  yo u  w ill e v e r  find .”  I  felt like a bird freed 

from a  c a g e , a n d  s o o n  f ig u r e s  b e g a n  to  a p p e a r  aroun d me as if they were forming 

out of c lo u d s . T h e y  s o o n  to o k  s h a p e  a n d  I  recogn ized  them as my old friends, 

actors an d  a c t r e s s e s  I  h a d  k n o w n  in e a r th - l i fe ; m an y o f them I  had long since for­

gotten. O u r  r e u n io n  w a s  g r a n d .  A l l  w e re  g la d  to  see me, and welcomed me to my 

spirit hom e.

I  w as s o o n  in fo r m e d  t h a t  I  w a s  a  m ed iu m  th at spirits could use to assist them 

to becom e v is ib le  to  t h e ir  e a r t h ly  fr ie n d s , a n d  I  w as assign ed to my future work. 

My easy  p a s s a g e  in t o  s p i r i t - l i f e  m a d e  it p o s s ib le  fo r  me to have as easy a return to 

earth-life. I  w a s  m e t  b y  m a n y  o f  th e  m ate ria liz in g  bands of spirits, and they 

selected m e  to  a p p e a r  a t  a  s e a n c e  w h e re  th e re  w ere strong conflicting m aterialistic 

influences. A t  t h a t  s e a n c e  I  w a s  p re p a re d  to becom e visible. I well remember 

how the p o o r  m e d iu m  lo o k e d  a s  s h e  w a s  h a n d c u ffe d  and chained to the side of the 

cabinet. I  h e s i t a t e d  a  m o m e n t , to  p ity  h e r  a s  sh e  sat in that degrading condition, 

and then im m e d ia t e ly  w e n t  fr o m  th e  c a b in e t  am o n g  the people. Oh, how delighted 

1 was to a g a in  s t a n d  b e f o r e  m o r ta ls  1 I  w a s  recogn ized , to m y great d e lig h t; and 

from th at h o u r  I  h a v e  lo s t  n o  o p p o r tu n ity  to  com e m yself, or assist others to come. 

I have g r e e te d  m a n y  o f  m y  o ld  fr ie n d s  th a t  I  w as well acquainted with before I 

passed in to  th e  h ig h e r  l i f e ,  a n d  m a d e  m a n y  n e w  acquaintances. I  have become one 

of the “ c a b in e t  s p i r i t s  ”  o f  M r s .  B l i s s 's  s e a n c e s ;  an d  I  assure you there is nothing 

that can g iv e  m e  g r e a t e r  p le a s u r e  th a n  to  g iv e  th e m anifestation of my materialized 

form to s e e k in g  m o r t a l s .  I  a s s u r e  y o u , h o w e v e r , th at I  never come to keep others 

away, b u t r a t h e r  f i l l  u p  th e  t im e  w h e n  o th e rs  can n ot m anifest. I  wish to thank Mr. 

Goodwin f o r  h is  k i n d n e s s  to  u s  la s t  w in te r , a n d  h is  carefu l attention while we were 

m ateria liz in g . S u s ie  i s  h e r e  to -d a y , a n d  s a y s  sh e  w ill soon send him a loving mes­

sage. I  d o  n o t  w is h  to  r e t i r e ,  b u t  I  s e e  th at o th e rs  w ish to com m unicate. Good-bye.

L u c il l e  W e s t e r n .

Patrick McCarty.

W ell, w e ll  1 i s  t h e r e  a n y  p la c e  w h e re  an  Irish m an  w ill not enter ? H ere is a 

chance fo r  m e , a n d  s o  I ’ l l  t a k e  it . B y  th e so w l o f m e fathers, I ’m glad  that this 

M essage D e p a r t m e n t  i s  a d d e d  to  Spirit Voices. I t ’s  m any a poor spirit that can ’t 

get a n y  o th e r  c h a n c e  to  c o m e  th a t  w ill  b e  h e a rd  here. N ow , it’s m eself that’s  not 

going to  ta k e  u p  m u c h  r o o m , y e  c a n  m a k e  u p  y o u r  m o in d ; but it ’s a  little word that 

I ’ll put in  to m y  m in y  f r i n d s .

B e  j a b e r s  1 I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  b u t  w h a t  s o m e b o d y  w ill be afth er thinking I  am one 

of thim  J e s u i t  s p i r i t s ,  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s a id  to  b e  aroun d, but ye  will find yer m istake
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b e fo re  l o n g ; fo r  i t ’s  m e s e lf  th a t  s u f fe r e d  e n o u g h  w h in  I  w a s  u n d e r  t h e ir  p o w e r , an d  

y e  c a n  b e t  y e r  s w a te  l i fe  th a t  I ’ ll n o t le t  th im  c o m e  n e a r  m e .

B a d  lu ck  to  th o s e  th a t  w ill  b e  a f th e r  ly in g  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h in g s  to  th e  p e o p le . I t ’s 

a  h a rd  lo t  fo r  a ll th e  m a d iu m s  th a t  w e  c o m e  th ro u g h . W h in  t h e y  t h in k  th e y  a re  a ll 

r ig h t a n d  d o in g  w e ll, i t ’ s  th e  t im e  th a t  s o m e  s p a lp e e n  w i l l  u p  a n d  t r y  h a r d  to  k n o ck  

do w n  a ll th e g o o d  th e y  t r y  to  d o . I t ’s  m e  o w n  a d v ic e  to  th im  t o  d o  w h a t ’ s  r ig h t  in 

th e ir  ow n  e y e s , a n d  le a v e  th e  r e s u lt s  w ith  G o d  A l m ig h t y  o r  t h e  D i v i l ,  a s  t h e y  h a p p e n  

to  h it first . I t ’s  n o t  m e s e l f  th a t  w ill  c o m e  a n d  a d v is e  m a d iu m s  to  d o  w r o n g  b e c a u se  

o th e rs  d o  w ro n g  to  th im .

M a y  th e  D iv i l  fo r s a k e  y e  a n d  G o d  A l m ig h t y  b l e s s  y e  i s  th e  p r a y e r  o f

Patrick McCarty.

• J ohn Brown.
A m e r ic a n s ! th e  s p ir it  o f  J o h n  B ro w n  s t i l l  l i v e s .  I  c o m e  to  y o u  t o - d a y  fro m  m y 

sp ir it  h o m e to  r e jo ic e  w ith  y o u  th a t  th e  b o n d m a n  i s  n o w  f r e e ,  —  t h a t  h e  i s  n o w  ab le  

to  s ta n d  u p  a s  a  m a n , e v e n  th o u g h  h e  is  b la c k ,  a n d  b y  s o m e  p e r s o n s  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  a  

litt le  a b o v e  th e b ru te  in  in t e ll ig e n c e .  W h e n  I  m o v e d  u p o n  t h e  s la v e - h o ld e r  w ith  m y 

n o b le  a n d  d e v o te d  b a n d , a r m e d  w ith  th e ir  p ik e s ,  I  f e l t  t h a t  I  w a s  c a l l e d  b y  G o d  to 

b r e a k  th e  c o n tro l o f  th e  o p p r e s s o r  o v e r  th e  o p p r e s s e d .  I  w a s  m o v e d  b y  a  p o w e r 

th a t I  k n e w  b u t  v e r y  li t t le  o f  a t  th a t  tim e . I  h a v e  s in c e  l e a r n e d  th a t  I  w a s  o p e ra te d  

upon  b y  s p ir its , a n d  th a t  I  w a s  s e le c te d  to  b e c o m e  th e  a g i t a t o r  in  t h a t  g r e a t  m o v e ­

m en t. I  d ie d  an  ig n o m in io u s  d e a th  ; b u t  I  a m  c e r t a in  i t  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a ry , 

a n d  th a t it o p e n e d  th e  w a y  f o r  M r .  L in c o l n ’s  E m a n c ip a t io n  P r o c l a m a t io n .  I  am  

n o w  in te re s te d  in  f r e e in g  th e  w h ite  s la v e ,  —  w o m a n . I  h a v e  n o t  r e s t e d  n o r  s lu m ­

b e re d  s in c e  I  e n te re d  s p ir it - li fe ,  b u t  o n  th e  c o n t r a r y  m y  s p i r i t  h a s  k e p t  p a c e  w ith  

e v e r y  m o v e m e n t th a t  te n d e d  to w a rd s  r e fo rm . I  f in d  w o m a n  n e e d s  t h e  s a m e  a tte n ­

tio n  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  in  o b ta in in g  h e r  r ig h ts  to  h e r  b o d y  a n d  s o u l ,  t h a t  th e  s la v e  in  the 

S o u th  n e e d e d  a n d  r e c e iv e d  fro m  a n  o u t ra g e d  N o r t h .  H e r  w r o n g s  c r y  o u t  to  H e a v e n  

fo r  re d e m p tio n . T h e  s p ir it  w o r ld  h a s  l i s te n e d  to  t h a t  c r y ,  a n d  w i l l  s u r e ly  s e e  th at 

m o rta ls  g iv e  to  th e ir  m o th e rs  a n d  s is te r s  th e ir  r ig h t s .  T h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  m a d e  a  m a r­

ty re d  G o d  o f  m e , o n  a c c o u n t  o f  m y  fo r m e r  w o r k  f o r  t h e  s l a v e  in  t h e  S o u t h ,  m a y  not 

r e lis h  m y m e s s a g e  u p o n  th e  r ig h ts  o f  w o m a n ; b u t  I  a s s u r e  y o u  a l l ,  i f  I  w e r e  s t i l l  an  

o c c u p a n t o f th e  m o r ta l fo r m , I  s h o u ld  s t i l l  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  |  f a n a t i c , ”  a n d  w o u ld  

b e  n o  m o re  “  p o p u la r  ”  th a n  I  w a s  w h en  m y  s p i r i t  a s c e n d e d  f r o m  m y  m o r ta l  b o d y  

th a t  w a s  d a n g l in g  a t  th e  e n d  o f  a  ro p e . I  r e c o g n iz e  th e  l a w  o f  T r u t h ,  R ig h t ,  an d  
J u s t ic e  o f  an  E t e r n a l  G o d , r a t h e r  th a n  th e  la w  m a d e  b y  m o r t a l  m a n . I  re c o g n iz e  

a  la w  th a t  s p e a k s  fro m  m y  in n e r  s o u l, a n d  d e m a n d s  t h a t  w r o n g  s h a l l  n o t  b e  to l­

e r a te d . T o  th o se  th a t  a r e  ‘ " f a n a t i c a l l y ”  in t e r e s t e d  in  p r e s s i n g  t h e  w r o n g s  o f  w o m a n  

u p o n  th e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le , a n d  d e m a n d in g  f u l l  a n d  f r e e  s u f f r a g e  a n d  a b so lu te  

e q u a l it y ,  I  b e g  o f  y o u  to  s o m e t im e s  r e c o g n iz e  y o u r  in s p i r e r ,  a s  o ld  J o h n  B ro w n , 

th e  fr ie n d  o f  th e  o p p r e s s e d .  ________

Willie H oughton.
I  w a n t to  s e n d  a  m e s s a g e  to  m y  d e a r ,  k in d  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  s o  g o o d  

a n d  d o  lo v e  m e  s o  m u c h . I  k n o w  th e y  w i l l  b e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  r e a d  t h is  f r o m  m e . I
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am very o fte n  w it h  t h e m , a n d ,  b e s t  o f  a l l ,  th e y  k n o w  it. I  se e  how  sa d  an d w orried 

father lo o k s  S o m e t im e s ,  b u t  I  t r y  to  c o m e  to  h im  a n d  ch eer h im  up. I  k n o w  every­

thing in a  l i t t le  w h i le  w i l l  b e  b r ig h t e r  th a n  i t  i s  n o w , so  I  do  w an t h im  to ch eer up.

Billy an d  I  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  c o m e  th ro u g h  fa t h e r ’ s  m ed iu m sh ip , an d  I  k n o w  w e can  

soon. Willie Houghton.

A R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  O U R  S P I R I T  M E S S A G E  D E P A R T M E N T  W O R T H  

M O R E  T H A N  G O L D  T O  U S .

K ansas City, Mo., Aug. 30, 1885.
D ear F riends, —  I  h a v e  lo n g e d  a n d  w o n d e r e d , a n d  se cre tly  ask e d  fo r  som e 

m essage fr o m  m y  l o v e d  o n e s ,  a n d  y e s t e r d a y  m y  s o u l h a d  gro w n  tired  an d  w eary  an d  

life s e e m e d  a  b u r d e n  ; a n d  a m id s t  a l l  m y  lo n g in g ,  a n d  m y  th ou gh ts o f h im  who h ad  

gone, th e  m a i l- m a n  w h is t l e d  “  b l u e . ”  I  w e n t  to  th e  d o o r  a n d  re ce iv e d  th e m ail, —  

one p a p e r  a n d  Spir it  V oices ; a n d  w h e n  I  o p e n e d  th e ever-w elco m e b o o k , I  found 

what m y s o u l h a d  l o n g  s o u g h t ,  —  a  m e s s a g e  fr o m  m y  lo v e d  o n e s . H o w  h ap py an d 

how d e l ig h te d  I  w a s ,  a n d  w it h  w h a t  d e l ig h t  a n d  jo y  I  re a d  th e m e ssa g e  to  th e ch il­

dren ! M a t t  a n d  A g g i e  b o t h  c r i e d  w ith  jo y .  T h e y  sa id , “  W e are  so  g la d  p a p a  h a s  

written in  a  b o o k  ! N o w  e v e r y b o d y  w ill  k n o w  i t  is  p a p a .”  M a tt  an d  A g g ie  sa id  

they w e re  g o in g  t o  w r i t e  to  y o u  a n d  t e l l  h o w  g la d  th e y  w e re , w h e n  litt le  E m m et spoke 

up an d  s a id  h e  w o u ld  w r i t e  t o o .

H o w  g r a n d  a n d  n o b l e  h i s  w o r k  is ,  a n d  th e  m e s s a g e  w a s  so  lik e  h im ! I  am  

more th a n  d e l i g h t e d ; t o n g u e  c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  th a t  d e lig h t. I  k n o w  he is  w ith  u s, 

throw ing h is  p r o t e c t i n g  a r m  a r o u n d  u s ,  a n d  d o in g  a l l  h e  c a n  to  sh ie ld  u s  fro m  the 

slan ders a n d  im p u t a t io n s  o f  m a n k in d .  I  h a v e  o fte n  sp o k en  o f h im  to  m y friends* 

and h e  h a s  c o m e  t o  m a n y  t h r o u g h  t h a t  w o n d e r fu l  m ed iu m , M o tt. W e are  a  h ap py 

fam ily to -n ig h t . I  s e n t  t h e  Spirit  Voices to  D r .  a n d  M rs . D o o le y .

I  th in k  I  c a n  s e e  t h e  c i r c l e ,  a n d  s e e  M a tth e w  s ta n d in g  b e s id e  yo u , an d , w ith 

his w o n d e r fu l s t r e n g t h  a n d  m a g n e t ic  p o w e r , h e lp in g  th e w e a k  o n e s  sen d  m e ssa g e s  to 

those th e y  lo v e  in  e a r t h - l i f e .  T h a t ’s  ju s t  l i k e  h im . H e  w a s  a  h e lp e r  in  earth -life , 

and a  p e r f e c t  m a n  in  e v e r y  s e n s e  o f  th e  w o r d .  T h e  p re se n t w o rk  ju s t  su its h is  lo v ­

ing h e a r t ,  a n d  w e  w h o m  h e  h a s  l e f t  b e h in d  a p p r e c ia te  h is  e n d e a v o rs  an d  la b o r  fo r  

h u m an ity . M a y  G o d  b l e s s  h im  ! A n g e ls  b le s s  y o u  an d  y o u r  b a n d , a n d  m a y  th ey, 

through y o u , l e t  t h e i r  l i g h t  s h in e  to w a r d s  a l l  h u m a n ity , a n d  b e  a  b le s s in g  to  a ll m an­

kind ! M a y  Spir it  V oices s p r e a d  a l l  o v e r  th is  co n tin en t, a n d  b e  fo u n d  in  e v e ry  

h o u seh o ld  in  t h e  l a n d ,  s e n d in g  fo r t h  i t s  lo v in g  m e s s a g e s  to  th e w e a ry  o n es o f 

earth  1 E v e r  y o u r  fr ie n d ,

Mrs. Jennie Clary.

[ T h e  a b o v e  w a s  a  p r i v a t e  le t t e r ,  b u t  w e  c o u ld  n o t re s is t  th e tem ptation  to  p u b ­

lish  it. C a p t .  C l a r y  —  G o d  b l e s s  h im  ! —  w a s  t r u ly  every inch a man, a frien d in need', 

and, m o r e  t h a n  t h a t ,  h e  w a s  honest to the core. W e  a re  p ro u d  o f  h is  n am e a t th e h e a d  

of o u r  M e s s a g e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  h o p e  to  p r o v e  o u rs e lv e s  w o rth y  o f i t . — James A . 

Bliss.]
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I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

The prem ium  we o ffer w ith Spirit Voices to  e a c h  y e a r ly  s u b s c r ib e r ,  c o n sis t in g  of 

the exce llen t cab in et ph o tograp h  o f the o ffic e rs  o f  th e  N a t io n a l D e v e lo p in g  C ircle, 

cab in et size, w ill be w ithdraw n Ja n u a r y  xst, 18 8 6 .

T h o se  who h ave  n e g lected  to su b sc rib e  o r  re n e w  th e ir  o ld  s u b s c r ip t io n  should 

attend to this m atter a t once. R e m e m b e r, th is  b e a u t ifu l p re m iu m  is  g iv e n  fre e  to 

each y e a rly  su b scrib er  who p a y s  th e re g u la r  s u b s c r ip t io n  p r ic e , $ 1 . 5 0 .  S e n d  at once.

Resignations. —  M rs. G e o rg ia  D . S te v e n s  h a s  te n d e r e d  h e r  re s ig n a tio n  as 

H isto rian  o f the N . D . C . an d  A s s is ta n t E d it o r  o f  Spirit Voices, b o th  o f  w hich 

have been accep ted . H e r  po sitio n  w ill b e  fi l le d  te m p o ra r ily  b y  D r . J a m e s  A . B liss . 

D ue notice will be g iven  o f th e ap p o in tm en t o f  h e r  s u c c e s s o r . M r s .  S te v e n s  has 

labored  fa ith fu lly  fo r  both the N . D . C . an d  Spirit Voices, a n d  le a v e s  th e  w o rk  car­

ry in g  with h er m an y th an k s fo r  p a st  s e n d e e s , a n d  o u r  k in d e s t  w is h e s  fo r  h e r  future 

w elfare. G ood-bye, S is te r  S te v e n s . O ur e x c h a n g e s  w ill k in d ly  n o t ic e  th e  above 

an d oblige.

Mrs. James A. Bliss is  n o w  a t  O n set B a y . S h e  w ill  r e m a in  th e re  d u r in g  the 

month o f Sep tem b er. Sh e  w ill h o ld  h e r firs t  p u b lic  m a t e r ia l iz a t io n  s e a n c e  S u n d a y  

evening, O ct. 4, a t h er  re sid e n ce , 1 2 1  W . C o n c o rd  S t re e t .  A f t e r  th a t  se a n c e , she 

will hold h er sean ces re g u la r ly , “  ra in  or s h in e ,”  e v e r y  S u n d a y , W e d n e s d a y , a n d  F r i­

d ay  even in gs, a t 8 o ’c lo ck , an d  S a tu rd a y  a fte rn o o n s  a t  2 .3 0  o ’c lo c k .

W e hope th at h er m an y fr ie n d s  w ho h a v e  fo r  y e a r s  w it n e s s e d  th e  m a rv e llo u s  

m an ifestation s o f sp irit  m ate ria liz a tio n s  in  h e r  p r e s e n c e , w ill  tu rn  o u t  in  la rg e  num* 

bers, and g ive  h er  the lib e ra l a n d  h e a rty  r e c e p t io n  s h e  so  r ic h ly  d e s e r v e s .  W e 

can  sa y  o f  M rs. B lis s ’ s  c a b in e t w h at w e c a n n o t  s a y  o f  a l l  c a b in e t s ,  a n d  th a t is, 

that it is open  fo r  in sp ectio n  a t a n y  tim e, d a y  o r  n ig h t . C o m e  a n y  t im e  a n d  exa m ­

ine it fo r  yo u rse lf, an d  sh e  w ill tre a t yo u  r e s p e c t fu lly . S h e  n e v e r  h e ld  a  s e a n c e  in 

her life  w here an  h o n est sce p tic  c o u ld  n o t b e  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  that 

took p lace  in h er p re se n c e  w e re  b e y o n d  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  im p e r s o n a t io n  b y  the 

m edium . T h e  sp irit  g u id e s  a lw a y s  p u t th e v e r y  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  d e c e p t io n  o u t o f the 

question.

W e b e lie v e  th e p u b lic  h a v e  “  r ig h ts  ”  a s  w e ll  a s  m e d iu m s , a n d  h o n e s t  m ed iu m s 

are a lw ay s  re a d y  to re sp e c t th o se  r ig h ts . T h e  p u b lic  h a v e  a  r ig h t  to  know  th a t a 

cab in et is  in a p o sitio n  w h e re  it  is  im p o ss ib le  fo r  c o n fe d e r a te s  to  e n te r  it  b e fo re  or 

durin g the se a n ce . S e e  th at y o u r  m ed iu m ’s  c a b in e t  is  f r a u d - p r o o f ,  a n d  th a t  y o u  can 

see front, b a c k , b o th  s id e s , to p  a n d  b o tto m ; th a t  th e re  i s  o n ly  o n e  d o o r  fo r  th e  m e­

dium  to en ter, an d  no o th e r e x tra  d o o r  le a d in g  fro m  i t ; th e n  a l lo w  y o u r  m e d iu m  to 

ta k e  a  seat w ithin  it, an d  u se  y o u r  e y e s ig h t G o d  h a s  g iv e n  y o u  to  ju d g e  o f  th e  m erits  

o f each  m a n ife s ta t io n ; a n d  th en , a n d  n o t u n t il  th e n , w il l  y o u  h a v e  a  s o l id  fo u n d a ­

tion to b u ild  y o u r sp ir itu a l p h ilo so p h y  u po n .

Mrs. Dr. H uri.burt, o f K o k o m a , In d ., w a n ts  th e  a d d r e s s  o f  th e  E d d y  B ro th e rs , 

M rs . W in an s, o r  o th e r  m a te r ia l iz in g  m ed iu m s w h o  w o u ld  b e  l ik e ly  to  t r a v e l  th a t  w ay. 

W ill som e o f our su b s c r ib e r s  s e n d  th em  to h e r  ?
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CREMATION OR BURIAL—WHICH?
“A Grave Subject — Whether dead people should be buried or cremated? We want the 

press to vote on this question. We go (No. i) for cremation. Next!”—Banner of Light.

We go (No. 2) for cremation. The idea that Spiritualists should love and desire 
to keep the corrupt dead bodies of those they know have left them forever is absurd. 
Fire purifies all things, and the sooner fire consumes the old dead bodies that are 
now so carefully preserved, the sooner we shall be free from smallpox, cholera, scar­
let fever, pneumonia, diphtheria, and other diseases that now make us a nation of 
invalids. Cremate your bodies and the patent-medicine nabobs will hunt for better 
employment. Perhaps the “ regulars ” will also be obliged to do the same. This is 
the opinion of Spirit Voices. Next!

Wanted— Some good mediums to correspond with Jacob Van Norman, of Eas­
ton, Penn., about visiting that city this fall and winter. They are “ hungry for spirit 
materialization.” We have the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with Mr. Van 
Norman, and we know a better spiritualist never walked the earth. The Easton, Pa., 
Spiritualists always use a medium “ tip-top.”

W. C. Williams, of Walhalla, S. C., wants to engage a good slate-writing or mate­
rializing medium to spend a week or so in that town, lecturing or giving tests.

SPIRITUAL MEETINGS IN BOSTON.
Eagle H all, 616 Washington St. Spiritual meetings are held in this Hall every Sunday at 

10.30 A . M., and 2.30 and 7.30 P. M. Also every Thursday at 3 P. M. Good speakers and reliable 
test mediums constantly in attendance. Excellent music furnished. Prescott Robinson.

National D ev elo pin g  C i r c l e  holds its regular public circle for the development of medium- 
ship e v e ry  Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock, at the Ladies’ Aid Parlor, 1031 Washington St., Boston, 
M ass. I  T h e  Little German Doctor,” the powerful, eloquent spirit control, generally lectures at these 
circles. T o  members of N. D. C., Admission Free; to non-members, 25 cents. Dr. James A. Bliss, 
C on d uctor and Developing Medium.

Materialization S e a n c e s  are held every Sunday, Wednesday and Friday evenings at 8 P. M. 
and S a tu rd a y  at 2.30 P. M., at 121 W. Concord St., Mrs. James A. Bliss, Medium.

A  V A L U E D  L E T T E R  FROM ONE OF OUR STRONGEST SUPPORTERS, WHO IS 
N O T  FRIGHTENED BY THE “JESUIT” SCARECROW.

Nahant, Mass., Aug. 30, 1885.
Mr. and Mrs. Bliss. Dear Friends, — I sincerely hope this message may be the first to wel­

come y o u  back to Boston, and be assured it comes from the bottom of an honest heart. It has been 
such a  long, long time since I have seen any of the good people whom I love and respect so much.
I have b e e n  isolated so long from all spiritual teachings that I am sorely in need of strength and 
courage coming from pure spiritual magnetism! and yet I realize another month must pass before I 
shall b e  a b le  to attend the N. D. C. I have been silent during the last two months that have gone 
so s lo w ly  b y  to me, waiting with as much patience as possible, and watching vigilantly for the tidings 
of the re tu rn  o f  a ll. Yet fond imagination has followed you each in your good work, knowing well 
that, w h ile  th e  cross m a y  have at times been heavy, that truth and honesty must surely be rewarded 
at last. I l is te n  n o t to slander; my faith in your sincerity is sublime, and the future alone will prove 
to m e i f  o r  n o t m y  confidence has been misplaced. I would not exchange the peace and happiness 
that S p ir itu a lis m  h a s  brought into m y  life for the wealth of the whole world. Good night. May 
God’s b le s s in g s  b e  w it h  y o u  1

Truly your friend, always and afterward, A. E. B.
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AMONG OUR WORKERS.
During the month of August we have been engaged in very hard work at Sunapee. Our notes 

from that place will give the reader an idea of what we have been doing in that section. Besides 
presiding at the meetings and attending to much of the business we have reported all the meetings 
for the Banner of Light, and have written some for Spirit Voices; also have managed the seances 
of Dr. E. H. Amsden. At present writing we are located at Forest Home Cottage, owned by Mr. 
A. E. Lamb, of Bellows Falls, Vt., on the Queen City Park Camp Ground. Here we are lecturing, and 
managing Dr. Amsden’s seances. In our next number we shall give account of the work being ac­
complished in this section. Suffice it for us to say(>at present, that perfect harmony prevails here, 
and the meeting is proving a grand success. During the month of September, Dr. Amsden and our­
self will remain here until the 14th ; after that date shall visit Fletcher, Jeffersonville, Morrisonville, 
Hyde Park, Eden, and Walden, Vt. Shall also remain in this State during the month of October, 
and shall visit Bellows Falls and Bartonsville. Shall speak in Amesbury, Mass., the first Sunday in 
November, and the first two of December in Providence, R. I. During those months we expect to 
be located in Boston, and shall be prepared to accept engagements for lectures and seances in any 
part of New England. About January 1st we expect to leave Boston, en route for Minneapolis, 
Minn. Address for the present, Dover, Mass.

Mrs. Carrie Twing, of Westfield, N. Y., is doing a fine business at this camp-meeting. As a 
writing medium she is unexcelled. Her “ Ikabod ” circles are very interesting, and are creating con­
siderable excitement. Her agent, Mr. H. A. Buddington, of Springfield, Mass., is a very energetic 
Spiritualist.

Mrs. Dr. Dillingham, of Lynn, Mass.; is making many friends here, and her mediumship is fully 
appreciated, as it should be.

Hon. Warren Chase, of California, has delivered one fine address to a large audience. His 
services on the platform are valued by all, and, although a veteran of 30 years’ standing in the cause, 
has lost none of his old-time enthusiasm and ability. He is sure to please all advanced and radical 
thinkers.

Mrs. Mary Eddy Huntoon is kept very busy here, and her seances are convincing many of the fact 
of spirit-return.

Mrs. Maud E. Lord is, as usual, holding large seances and making many Spiritualists.
Miss Jennie B. Hagan, of East Holliston, Mass, has just completed a most successful-engage­

ment at Sunapee Lake Camp Meeting, and has gone to Queen City Park, where she will meet with 
hundreds of old friends, who will give her a most cordial reception. She will remain there from 
August 23d to September 14th. She will speak at Troy, N. Y., September 20th and 24th, at Cum- 
ington, Mass., and vicinity during the month of October, at East Bridgewater, Mass., November 1st, 
at Providence, R. I., 15th and 22d, and Amesbunr, Mass., the 29th. She is unengaged November 8th. 
Miss Hagan will make engagements for the first three Sundays of December, also for the entire 
months of January and February. She speaks in Worcester, Mass., during the month of March. 
Will make other engagements in New England, south and west.

We shall be able to devote more time to our next number, and hope to give many more notes of 
of platform and seance work. We wish that speakers and mediums would send us in their engage­
ments, and we will give them place in this department.

OUR LETTER-BOX.
N ew  H am pshire. — Hancock. — Mrs. Lucy G. Nelson writes: “ I send you $ 1 .5 0  for the Spirit 

Voices another year. My year commenced June 1, 1885. I saw your premium offered to old sub­
scribers that would renew their subscriptions for another year. Please return receipt by Mr. Nel­
son. I also send you one dollar to assist in building the N. D. C. Temple in Rindge, N. H.

From the same place Mrs. Hannah M. Goodhue writes! “ Many thanks to you and your angel 
band for. the assistance I have received. I have developed as a writing medium, and it is a great joy 
for me to be able to communicate with angel loved ones. My daughter, Mrs. Polzer, when at my 
home, was talking of these things: so I gave her a sheet of developing-paper and your pamphlet, 
1 How to Become a Medium.’ Since then she has been writing under influence, and her husband 
has also been influenced. So the good work is gaining ground, and we all may rejoice.”
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ANOTHER LETTER THAT SPEAKS FOR ITSELF.
U nion, B koome Co., N. Y., Aug. 23,1885.

Dr. James A. B l is s :
Dear Sir,— As no magnetized paper came last week, I think perhaps my dollar’s worth has 

been sent, so please find postal order for more. Money is scarce, or 1 should send a larger amount. 
The papers are doing me good, how much I  can never tell, and I  think of you only to love and bless you; 
also the noble spirits that delight to minister to the necessities of the needy. Accept the thanks of a 
grateful woman. Please send one paper a week for twelve weeks.

Gratefully yours, H. A. Travis.

Free I — “ Emeline B., beloved wife of Daniel G. Garnsey, passed into spirit life from her home 
in this city, on Saturday morning, Aug. 29th, after months of patient and uncomplaining endurance 
of much bodily suffering, aged 44 years.” Just as we are about to go to press we noticed the above 
in our valued exchange, The New Era. Sister Garnsey was an honorary member of the National 
Developing Circle, and the first of our members that nave passed into the “higher life." May her 
rest be peaceful and her return to us speedy. Brother Garnsey, accept our sympathy in your hours 
of bereavement. We regret we are not able to give a more extended notice of our sister’s transi­
tion. B.

W e have received from The Art Age a finely written article, entitled “ Postal Discriminations," 
and we regret our pages are so crowded that we are obliged to defer its publication till next month. 
“ Fair play is a jew el,” and our monthlies should be entitled to the same consideration as our week­
lies. The Art Age deserves the thanks of the publishers of our monthlies for taking the lead in 
this agitation. B.

O U R  BOOK-TABLE.
The Gnostic. Published and edited by Geo. Chainey and Anna Kimball, Oakland, Cal.

We have received the July and August numbers of this new Spiritual monthly magazine. It is 
excellent in its general make-up, from a typographical standpoint, and its reading matter of superior 
quality. The lectures of Mr. Chainey are worth far more than the subscription price. We trust 
this new enterprise in Spiritualistic journalism will meet with the greatest of success. We would 
append the contents of the August number: Occult Phenomena in Shakespeare — Lecture by Geo. 
Chainey; The Idyl of the White Lotus, Chap. II.; Good and Evil, by Freeman B. Dowell; Occult 
Phenomena at Home and Abroad; The Religion of all Sensible Men; Looking Before and After; 
Leaves from my Life-Book, by Anna Kimball; Theosophy — The Chariot of the Soul,by E. Arnold; 
The Voice of the Rain, by Walt Whitman; Our Letter-Box; and Editorial Notes and News.
A Descriptive C atalog ue  of th e  Grasses of the United States. By Dr. Geo. Vasey, 

Botanist of the Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. Pamphlet; 110 pp.
,> Very interesting to all acquainted with botanical science. This work has been prepared with 
the idea in mind of presenting all that is at present known concerning the native grasses of the 
United States. The value of all, as far as at present known, is stated, either for hay or pasturage, 
and those also are marked that give promise of utility. This work would make an excellent guide 
if one desired to make a selection for cultivation.
The I n t er n a tio n a l  Sta n d a r d  : A Magazine Devoted to the Preservation and Perfection of the 

Anglo-Saxon Weights and Measures, and the Discussion and Dissemination of the Wisdom 
contained in the Great Pyramid of Jeezeh Gir, Egypt. Published by the International Institute 
for Preserving and Perfecting Weights and Measures. Cleveland, Ohio, 64 Euclid Avenue. 
Monthly. $2.00 per year. Charles Latimer, Editor.
The two numbers before us are very absorbing. They are replete with historical knowledge 

hardly to be obtained elsewhere. We have read them with more than usual interest, although we do 
not agree with all the peculiar ideas there engnciated. All our readers of a scientific turn of mind 
would do well to subscribe for this publication. We would beg leave to append the contents of the 
July number: The Druids, by E. Bedell Benjamin; Study of Texts; Geography of Moses; The 
Temple Vision of Ezekiel, by Rev. H. G. Wood; the Great Seal of the United States, by J. H. Wel- 
den; Ought the Circle to be Divided into 360 Degrees? by J. H. Dow; Evidences of the Identifica­
tion of the American and British Peoples with Lost Israel, by Edward Hine; The Two Witnesses, 
a Criticism, by Mr. H. Searles; Abstract of a Paper Read Before the American Oriental Society by 
Cope W hitehouse; Our Weights and Measures, by Watson Quimby; Silver, by W. F. Quimby, M.D.; 
The Universal Meridian, by Dr. Jansen; The Lunar Astronomical Year,by Prof. John W. Stock- 
well; Institution of Civil Engineers, London, Eng.; Two Pyramids, by Mrs. Thomas Bassnett; The 
Kobbolah, by Christian D. Ginsberg, LL. D ; Tne United States Seal; the Grand Gallery and the 
Base of the Great Pyramid, by F. Gass; etc.
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