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from the spirit of the snow-drift. But such scenes, like the happy moments of our 
dailv life, are evanescent, and soon are blighted by the chilling winds of Autumn.

Let us turn away from the beauties of nature and look in once more upon Fanner 
Smith, and behold the peace and contentment that abides within that humble home. 
A model home, such as the king in his palace might envy. Here love reigned, and 
peace, such as “ passeth all understanding.” found an abiding place. The log house 
was located on a hill-side commanding an extensive and lovely view; a poet would 
have been charmed with the spot. In the distance stood the stately maples that for 
centuries had thrown their shadows over the vale below. A tiny brooklet wound its 
way through a soft green pasture making ever in the distance a narrow line of still 
brighter verdure. *

We enter his humble home and we find it neatly yet simply furnished. And in 
the windows are choice wild-dowers, culled by tiny hands, which more than repaid 
for the care bestowed, by their fragrance and the loveliness o^their many forms 
and the delicacy of their tints. The occupants of the room are Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 
their five daughters, and baby brother. Let us look at Mr. Smith. He is of me­
dium height, straight and well-proportioned, and his face is round and full and 
though tanned with the sun of many Summers, is full of expression. Mrs. Smith is 
seated near him in a low rocking chair, with one foot resting upon a stick of wood 
for a footstool, and her sweet babe is lying across her lap. Mrs. Smith has evident­
ly endured much toil and exposure, as the traces of hardship are plainly depicted 
upon her otherwise beautiful face. When young she was considered the belle of the 
town, but married at eighteen, and being obliged to attend to manifold duties that 
devolve upon a farmer's wife, she had changed greatly. Such changes are discern­
ible all around us in the different walks of our busy life. The lot of woman is hard 
even when her pathway is lightened by the influence of love.

As we look over this family we notice that the oldest daughter. May, is very busy 
with her books, preparing to teach the summer school. Her education has been the 
best that the schools afforded in those days, so she was considered capable of filling 
in a satisfactory manner the position of school teacher. She was a lovely girl, just 
blossoming into womanhood. She had inherited all the refinement of her noble 
mother, and physically speaking her features and her form were almost perfect. 
Her sisters were also fair and might have been called handsome. Susie and Anna 
were both busy at the wheel, while Bertha and Emma were occupied with their play­
houses on the floor. In fact, the whole family presented a picture of New England 
life such as was lived in the days of our grand-parents. But I must leave this scene 
where I would delight to linger, and relate other scenes and incidents of frontier life.

(T b  be am tinw ed.)

Spi nrrruisx can stand against any opposition from the outside world, but in 
manv places it has hard work to wade through die mud thrown by gossipy Spirit- 
■pijcK When the question is asked, u Who shall stand on the hill of the Lord?9 the 
answer is, “ He that taketh not up reproach against his neighbor." — T he Xem r T htm ght.
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REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT-WORLD.
[A graphic record o f  actual experiences in spirit-gfe, given b rib e  Guides of W . J . Colttt r y ------r.

tik  m edram ship-1

Having been requested — not only by one but by many friends* not on It in Eng­
land but wherever we have performed any amount of work— to give some practical 
and personal account of experiences whOe passing out of the material bodv and 
immediately upon entering spirit-life, we herewith append a brief narrative of the 
actual sensations of one on whose trustworthiness we can rely, and whose narrative 
appeals to us as of great interest and considerable importance, as it throws much 
light upon a subject of the deepest interest to all reflective minds.

W e  wish it to be distinctly borne in mind by all readers, that the spirit who here 
d e s c r ib e s  his own sensations and experiences does not in any way comm:: himself to 
the supposition that the experiences of all spirits are similar to his own; and there­
fo r e  this little storv of actual life is in no way intended to supplant or cast the slight­
est shadow of discredit on anv published or private account of spirt: experiences. 
It is only one spirit’s contribution to a literature which possibly needs enrichment 
b y  the free introduction of such records rather than by more controversy concernira: 
dogmas.

C h a p t e r  L—T h e  Change, called D eath.
This is not a novel, and vet to the majority of readers certainly to the bulk of 

those who are not Spiritualists this little story will seem a romance. I hope those 
who think it such will read it as well as those who are disposed to regard i: more 
seriously, as mv object in writing is to inculcate truth solely. Ideas speak tor them­
selves. and no matter in what dress they may be robed, they penetrate their gar­
ments sliming through the drapery of speech, enkinc ing responsive echoes in all 
minds who are in greater or lesser degree prepared to consider them.

I am a spirit; but so. my dear readers sre you. The difference between us is 
this: vou still continue to dwell in a deshy tabernacle, and I ooce dwelt in one: bet 
some while ago I cast it eft. or rather, it was taken frem me. and that by means of 
what you call an accident.

I was d r o w n ed  while rowing in a little boat in the neighborhood of Venice. I will 
n o t  d e s c r ib e  to  vou much of my earthly life, fo r  that w a s  doc s ir g u la r . and y o u  are, I 
k n o w , far m o re  a n x io u s  to  hear of my disembodiment and my experietkres in a new­
fo u n d  s ta t e  o f  e x is te n c e .

I was an Italian by parentage and birth, a native of Tuscany. My father before 
roe was a silver, and all our family were musical. I raised my childish voice in soeg 
in manr a church and theatre before I had entered my teens. The entire duration 
ot mv earthly life was only twenty-three years, but we Italians mature early, under 
liie genial influence of a southern sky. We soon ripen intellectually as well as 
physically. We are a receptive as well as an emotional people, and when opportune- 
tics for education are placed in our way. we are not stow to take advantage of them

I was a student of languages and of arts. I could converse with some degree of 
and fluency in two or three languages, and canid paint moderately well; but
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m u sic  w a s  m y  fo r te  a n d  jo y ,  a n d  to  e x c e l  in  m y  p r o fe s s io n  I  w o u ld  h a v e  b r a v e d  and 

r is k e d  e v e ry th in g . I  h a d  s t r o n g  a f fe c t io n s , a n d  lo v e d  m y  m o th e r  d e a r ly ,  th o u g h  be­

tw een  m y  fa th e r  a n d  m y s e l f  o n ly  a  v e r y  s le n d e r  b o n d  o f  s y m p a th y  e x is te d .

I  te ll y o u  th e se  fe w  p a r t ic u la r s  o f  m y s e l f ,  th a t  y o u  m a y  k n o w  a  l i t t le  o f  m y  c h a ra c ­

te r  an d  d is p o s i t io n : a n d  a s  I  f in d  n o  s ta te m e n t  i s  t r u e r  th a n  th a t  s o  o fte n  re ite ra te d , 

th a t c h a r a c te r  m o re  th a n  a n y th in g  e ls e  s h a p e s  o u r  d e s t in y ,  m y  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  d isc i­

p lin e  w h ile  o n  e a r th  h a v e  n o  d o u b t, to  a  c o n s id e r a b le  d e g r e e ,  o c c a s io n e d  a n d  m odi­

fie d  m y  ow n  p e c u lia r  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  s p ir it - li fe .

Y o u n g , a rd e n t , fu l l  o f  l i fe  a n d  v ig o r , w ith  a  g o o d  f lo w  o f  a n im a l s p ir i t s ,  w ith  m an y 

a t tra c t io n s  to  th e  m a t e r ia l  w o r ld , w ith  h ig h  h o p e s  a n d  lo f t y  a m b it io n s ,  I  w a s  p erem p ­

to r ily  su m m o n e d  to  a  l i f e  b e y o n d  th e  g r a v e .  Y o u  m a y  b e  s u r e ,  a s  th e  lo v e  o f  life  

w a s  s tro n g  in  m e  —  th o u g h  I  h a d  n o  h o r r o r  o f  d e a th  —  I  d id  n o t  y i e ld  u p  m y  p h ysi­

c a l  fo rm  w ith o u t a n  e ffo r t . T h e  m a n n e r  o f  m y  d e a t h  w a s  n o t  v e r y  u n c o m m o n , but 

it  w a s  v e r y  s u d d e n . I  w a s  t a k in g  a  v a c a t io n  d u r in g  a  p o r t io n  o f  m y  la s t  s u m m e r  on 

e a rth , r e s id in g  fo r  a  fe w  w e e k s  a t  a  c h a r m in g  v i l l a  o n  th e  o u t s k ir t s  o f  V e n ic e ,  a n d  as  

is  th e  c u sto m  in  a  c it y  w h e re  th e  s t r e e ts  a r e  c a n a ls ,  I  v e r y  f r e q u e n t ly  b e to o k  m y se lf  

to  th e  w a te r . I  w a s  a  g o o d  ro w e r , a n d  c o u ld  g e n e r a l ly  c r u is e ,  e v e n  in  a  p re tty  

ro u g h  s e a , w ith o u t in c u r r in g  d a n g e r ,  b u t  o n  th is  p a r t ic u la r  o c c a s io n ,  w h e n  m y  earth  

l i fe  te rm in a te d , I  k n o w  n o t h o w  o r  w h y  I  s u d d e n ly  lo s t  a l l  c o n tr o l  o f  th e  o a r s ; m y 

b o a t  w a s  c a p s iz e d , a n d  b e fo r e  I  k n e w  a n y t h in g  I  w a s  in  th e  w a te r .

T h e  s u d d e n  p lu n g e  in to  th e  c o o l, d e e p  s t r e a m  d id  n o t  a t  a l l  f r ig h t e n  m e . I  w a s  a 

f a i r  sw im m e r, n o t  u n a c c u s to m e d  to  b e in g  u p  to  m y  n e c k , a n d  o f t e n  o v e r  h e a d  in 

w a t e r ; s t i l l ,  I  f e l t  m y s e l f  s in k in g . I  h a d  lo s t  a l l  p o w e r  to  b a t t le  w ith  th e  c u rren t, 

a n d  s h o u ld  c e r t a in ly  h a v e  b e e n  in s ta n t ly  d r o w n e d  h a d  n o t  a  f e l lo w  ro w e r , a  fr ie n d , 

w h o  o c c u p ie d  a  n e ig h b o r in g  b o a t ,  c o m e  a t  o n c e  to  m y  a s s is t a n c e ,  a n d  d r a g g e d  m e 

fo r c ib ly  o u t o f  th e  w a te r .

T h o u g h  I  r e c o v e re d  c o n s c io u s n e s s  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  s u m m o n  s o m e  f r ie n d s  a ro u n d  

m e , a n d  a r r a n g e  fo r  th e  d is p o s it io n  o f  m y  w o r ld ly  g o o d s  a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o m  I  w as 

m o s t  a n x io u s  s h o u ld  p o s s e s s  th e m , th e  e f fe c t s  o f  m y  a c c id e n t  w e r e  s u c h , th a t  I  k n e w  

fro m  th e  f ir s t  I  s h o u ld  n o t  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  r e c o v e r ,  a n d  th o u g h  v e r y  y o u n g  a n d  in  th e 

fu ll  t id e  o f  h e a lth , s t r e n g th  a n d  g r o w in g  p o p u la r ity ,  I  w a s  n o t  a t  a l l  a f r a id  to  d ie .

I  c a n n o t  s a y  I  w is h e d  to  g o , n e it h e r  d id  I  d r e a d  o r  g r e a t l y  s h r in k  fr o m  th e  c h a n g e  

m o s t p e o p le  in s t in c t iv e ly  d r e a d  s o  m u c h . M y  l i f e  h a d  b e e n  o n e  in  w h ic h  th e  sw e e ts  

o f  e x is te n c e  h a d  p r e p o n d e r a te d  o v e r  th e  b i t t e r s ,  a n d  th o u g h  th e  c u p  fr o m  w h ich  I  

d r a n k  w a s  n o t a lw a y s  a  f lo w in g  b o w l, r u n n in g  o v e r  w ith  th e  n e c t a r  th e  g o d s  d is t i l  fo r  

th e ir  fa v o r i t e s  o n  e a r th , i t  w a s  s o  w e l l  s u p p lie d  w ith  th e  p le a s u r e s  o f  e x is te n c e , th at 

w e re  im m o rta lity  a  d re a m , a n d  th e  l i f e  b e y o n d  th e  g r a v e  m e r e ly  a  s h a d o w  c a s t  b y  

fe r v id  im a g in a t io n , I  s h o u ld  h a v e  n o  r ig h t  to  im p u g n  a t  th e  b a r  o f  ju s t ic e ,  o r  e v e n  

m e rc y , th e  p o w e r  w h ic h  b r o u g h t  m e  in to  b e in g .  I  w a s  c e r t a in ly  e n d o w e d  w ith  a  

c h e e r fu l d is p o s it io n . I  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n te n te d  w ith  n o th in g , o r  e v e n  n e x t  to  

n o th in g , y e t  g r e a t  a n d  g lo r io u s  w e a lth  a n d  e s t a t e s  I  n e v e r  c o v e te d ,  a n d  o fte n  fe lt  

h o w  v a s t ly  s u p e r io r  i s  th e  B o h e m ia n ’s  s im p le  l i f e  o v e r  th a t  o f  th e  la n d e d  a r is t o c r a c y  

a n d  t it le d  n o b ility , w h o s e  v e r y  g o ld  s e e m s  to  b e  c a s t  in  th e  fo r m  o f  b a r s  to  s e c u re  

th e m  in  a  s u m p tu o u s  p r is o n .

M y  d is p o s it io n  w a s  a  c u r io u s  o n e , th a t  i s  to  s a y ,  c u r io s i t y  p l a y e d  a  c o n s id e r a b le
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p a rt  in  m y  m a k e - u p .  A n y t h in g  m a r v e l lo u s  o r  u n u s u a l a t t r a c te d  m e . I  h a d  a  s tr o n g  

e m o t io n a l n a t u r e  a n d  c o n s id e r a b le  lo v e  o f  s e n s a t io n , th u s  I  w a s  n o t v e r y  c o n s e r v ­

a t iv e , n e i t h e r  w a s  I  a g g r e s s i v e l y  r a d ic a l  in  m y  o p in io n s  o r  b e h a v io r . I  r e jo ic e d  in  

th e  c o n q u e s t s  o f  f r e e d o m  o v e r  ty ra n n y . I  c o u ld  h a v e  fo u g h t  w ith  G a r ib a ld i  fo r  th e 

e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  I t a l y ,  a n d  y e t  I  d id  n o t hate  th e  V a t ic a n .  I  w a n te d  fre e d o m  fo r  

m y s e l f  a n d  a l l  o t h e r s ,  a n d  s e e in g  s o  m u c h  r e s t ra in t  a n d  n a rro w -m in d e d n e s s  a l l  

a r o u n d  m e  u p o n  e a r t h ,  I  f e l t  c u r io u s  to  k n o w  h o w  m a t te r s  s to o d  in  th e  S p ir it-w o rld  

w h ic h  I  w a s  s o  e a r l y  c a l le d  to  e n te r .

I  m a y  h e r e  s a y ,  t h a t  fr o m  c h ild h o o d  m y  n a t iv e  m e d iu m is tic  p o w e rs  h a d  o fte n  

a s s e r t e d  t h e m s e lv e s ,  a n d  f r e q u e n t ly  s to o d  m e  in  g o o d  s te a d . I  w a s  so  in tu it iv e  a n d  

im p r e s s io n a l  t h a t  I  c o u ld  o f te n  r e a d  th e  th o u g h ts  o f  m y  c o m p a n io n s , a n d  k n o w  w h a t 

th e y  w e r e  d o in g  h u n d r e d s  o f  m ile s  a w a y . A t  s u c h  tim e s  I  f e l t  su re  o f  im m o rta lity , 

a n d  a n  i n s a t i a b l e  lo n g in g  p o s s e s s e d  m e, i f  o n ly  fo r  a  m o m e n t, to  p e e r  in to  th e  m y s­

te r ie s  o f  th e  U n s e e n  R e a lm .

I  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  v e r y  r e lu c ta n t  w h en  s t r a ig h tw a y  I  w a s  in tro d u c e d  to  th em , a n d  

fo u n d  m y s e l f  n e it h e r  in  o n e  n o r  a n o th e r  o f  th e  fo u r  p la c e s  to  w h ic h  th e C h u rc h  co n ­

s ig n s  t h e  w h o le  h u m a n  fa m ily .  I  h a d  o fte n  w is h e d  to  fly , n o w  I  w a s  f ly in g  w ith o u t 

w in g s  o r  th e  a id  o f  a n y  m a c h in e ry , an d  I  w a s  f ly in g  o v e r  m y  o w n  b o d y , a n d  y e t  I  

h a d  a  b o d y  in  w h ic h  I  f le w . I  p u t m y  h a n d  to  m y  fa c e ,  a n d  b o th  w e re  s o lid . I  

c a n n o t  t e l l  y o u  h o w  a c t u a l ly  r e a l  is  th e  s p ir it -b o d y , u n le s s  y o u  k n o w  w h a t it  is  to  

t r a v e l  in  y o u r  a s t r a l  fo r m , a n d  le a v e  y o u r  b o d y  p e a c e fu l ly  r e c l in in g  so m e w h e re  w h ile  

y o u  g a z e  u p o n  i t  a s  th o u g h  it  w e re  so m e  o n e  e ls e ’s .

A  c h a r m in g  s e n s e  o f  f r e e d o m  w a s  m y  f ir s t  s e n s a t io n , b u t so o n  a fte r w a r d s  a  fe e l in g  

o f  lo n e l in e s s  a n d  fa t ig u e  o p p r e s s e d  m e. I  w a s  n o t q u ite  h a p p y , a n d  s e e m e d  lik e  a  

c h i ld  w h o  h a d  w a n d e r e d  a w a y  fro m  h o m e, o v e r ta k e n  b y  a p p r o a c h in g  d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  

n o t  k n o w in g  th e  w a y  b a c k , a n d  I  w a s  in  th e  s t r a it  o f  f in d in g  n o  o n e  to  in te rro g a te . 

T h e n  w ith  m a r v e llo u s  d is t in c tn e s s  m y  e a r th ly  l i fe  p a s s e d  b e fo r e  m e ; a n d  n o t o n ly  

d id  I  s e e  m y s e l f  a s  a  b o y  a n d  a  y o u n g  m an  b u t a ls o  a s  a n  in fa n t , a n d  d is t in c t ly  d id  

I  r e m e m b e r  h o w  I  fe l t  a s  a n  in fa n t . T h e  w h o le  o f  m y  l i fe  s to o d  b e fo r e  m e  a s  a  

p ic t u r e  in  w h ic h  n o  o n e  p a r t  s to o d  o u t m o re  v iv id ly  th a n  a l l  th e  o th e rs . E v e r y  in c i­

d e n t  s e e m e d  f r e s h  a n d  p re s e n t , t im e  w a s  g o n e . D is t a n c e  h a d  d is a p p e a r e d , a n d  I  

w a s  in  a  w o r ld  w h e re  I  l iv e d  a n d  fe l t  th a t  it  w a s  im p o s s ib le  n o t to  l iv e . S t i l l  n o th ­

i n g  s e e m e d  p a st , a n d  I  h a d  n o  in t im a tio n s  o f  a  fu tu re . M y  l i fe  a n d  m y s e l f  w e re  o n e .

I  w a s  m y  l i fe  a n d  m y  l i f e  w a s  m e . E v e r y  a c t io n  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  m y s e l f  a n d  

fo r m e d  a  p a r t  o f  m e.
I  n e e d  n o t te l l y o u  th a t  th is  a b s o lu te  r e v e la t io n  o f  o n e ’s  s e l f  to  o n e ’s  s e l f  is  n o t  

a l to g e th e r  c o n s o la to ry  o r  s a t is fy in g , a n d  a s  I  k n o w  y o u  m u st a l l  e n d u re  it  s o o n e r  o r  

la t e r ,  th e re fo re  I  w a rn  y o u  to  b e  c a r e fu l  h o w  y o u  l iv e ,  fo r  y o u  a r e  m a k in g  y o u rs e lv e s ,  

a n d  y o u  w ill h a v e  to  liv e  w ith  y o u r s e l f  n o  m a t te r  h o w  in d e p e n d e n t  y o u  m a y  b e  o f  a l l  

o th e rs .
T h is  iso la t io n  a n d  in t ro s p e c t io n  c o n t in u e d  s o  lo n g  a s  to  a lm o s t  a la rm  m e . I  b e ­

g a n  to  fe e l c o ld  a n d  h u n g r y  a n d  s a d l y  in  n e e d  o f  re st , a n d  a b o v e  a l l  th in g s  I  d e s ire d  

th e  c o m p a n io n s h ip  o f  s o m e  l iv in g  t h in g ; th e  s o c ie ty  o f  a n y  c re a tu re  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

a c c e p ta b le , y e a , m o s t  w e lc o m e . S o o n  I  f e l t  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  s o m e th in g  n e a r  m e, 

d ra w in g  g r a d u a l ly  c lo s e r ,  a n d  I  p r a y e d  fe r v e n t ly  th a t  so m e  o n e  m ig h t b e  g u id e d  to  m e
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w h o se  s p e e c h  I  c o u ld  u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  w h o  w o u ld  a s s i s t  m e  to  p r o c u r e  a t  le a s t  the 

n e c e s s a r ie s  o f  w h ic h  I  s to o d  in  n e e d .

J u s t  a s  th e  n ig h t s e e m e d  c lo s in g  in , a  b r ig h t ,  b e a u t i fu l  l i t t le  b o y  s to o d  b e s id e  m e, 

w h om  I  a t  o n c e  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  a  l i t t le  f e l lo w  I  h a d  b e e n  k in d  to  a t  C o r d o v a .  O n 

o n e  o c c a s io n  I  w a s  s in g in g  a t  a  th e a tr e  th e re , a n d  a  l i t t le  b o y ,  f a r  to o  y o u n g  to  b e  

a lo n e  a n d  u n p ro te c te d , f e l l  th ro u g h  a  t r a p -d o o r  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c a r e le s s l y  le f t  o p e n  

o n  th e  s ta g e , a n d  h e  w a s  p ic k e d  u p  s o  w o u n d e d  a n d  s tu n n e d  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t a n ­

s w e r  a  q u e s tio n  a s  to  w h e re  h e  l iv e d . I  in s t a n t ly  to o k  c h a r g e  o f  h im , to o k  h im  h o m e 

w ith  m e, a n d  te n d e d  h im  n ig h t  a n d  d a y  t i l l  h e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  h i s  p o o r  l i t t le  s u f fe r in g  

e a r th ly  b o d y . H e  w a s  v e r y  p a t ie n t , d o c ile  a n d  c le v e r ,  a n d  w h e n e v e r  h e  w a s  n o t in 

p a in  e x t re m e ly  in te re s t in g . H e  h a d  a  w in s o m e  c o u n t e n a n c e ,  w e l l- b r e d  m a n n e r s  an d  

a  p re c o c io u s  ta le n t  fo r  m u s ic  a n d  a c t in g . H e  m u s t  h a v e  m a d e  a  fo r t u n e  h a d  h e  

liv e d  to  a c q u ire  c e le b r it y .  I  le a r n e d  fr o m  h im  d u r in g  th e  th r e e  w e e k s  th ro u g h  w h ic h  

h e  lin g e re d , th a t  b o th  h is  p a r e n ts  h a d  d ie d  o f  f e v e r  w ith in  a  f e w  w e e k s  o f  e a c h  o th e r , 

a n d  h a d  le ft  h im  a  p e n n ile s s  o rp h a n  to  b a t t le  w ith  th e  w o r ld  a s  b e s t  h e  c o u ld .  H e  

g re w  to  lo v e  m e d e v o te d ly ,  a n d  I  r e c ip r o c a t e d  f u l l y  h is  a f fe c t io n ,  a n d  c r ie d  l ik e  a 

c h ild  w h en  I  s a w  h is  l i t t le  b o d y  b u r ie d . H e  s e e m e d  t.o s u f fe r  v e r y  l i t t le  w h ile  I  w a s  

w ith  h im , a n d  h e  p a s s e d  a w a y  in  m y  a r m s  o n e  b e a u t i fu l  s u m m e r  e v e n in g ,  w ith  th e  

w o rd s  o n  h is  lip s , “  W h e n  I  g o  to  P a r a d is e ,  I  s h a l l  s i t  a l l  d a y  w a t c h in g  f o r  y o u  a t  

th e  g a te , th a t  w h e n e v e r  y o u  c o m e  y o u  m a y  f in d  y o u r  l i t t le  F e r n a n d o  r e a d y  to  s e rv e  

y o u .”  H e  w o u ld  n e v e r  t r e a t  m e  a s  a n y t h in g  o th e r  th a n  a  s u p e r io r  b e in g .  H e  s a id  

G o d  w a s  k in d , a n d  I  w a s  th e  o n ly  p e r s o n  w h o  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  k in d  to  h im , s o  I  m u st 

b e  a  s o n  o f  G o d .  I  b e l ie v e  h e  th o u g h t  I  w a s  s o m e  g r e a t  p e r s o n a g e  o n  e a r t h .  H e  

w o u ld  lie  a w a k e  a n d  lo o k  a t  m e  w ith  e y e s  f u l l  o f  m in g le d  lo v e  a n d  a d o r a t io n  u n t il  I  

fe l t  u tte r ly  a s h a m e d  o f  m y s e l f  f o r  b e in g  n o  n e a r e r  w h a t  th e  c h i ld  th o u g h t  m e  th a n  I  

r e a l ly  w a s . B u t  I  w a s  a lw a y s  t e n d e r  a n d  g o o d  to  h im  ; I  d o  n o t  s a y  t h is  to  p r a is e  

m y s e l f ; I  d o  n o t s p e a k  o f  it  a s  o f  a n y t h in g  m e r i t o r io u s ; I  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  i t : h e  

to u c h e d  m y  h e a r t , a n d  I  w a s  th e  o n e  p e r s o n  a n d  th e  o n ly  o n e  f r o m  w h o m  h e  s e e m e d  

a b le  to  d e r iv e  a n y  c o m fo r t  o r  r e l ie f .  W h e n  I  w a s  c o m p e lle d  to  l e a v e  h im  h e  w o u ld  

t ry  n o t to  c ry , b u t  th e  te a r s  f i l le d  h is  e y e s ,  a n d  w h e n  I  c a m e  b a c k  h e  lo o k e d  w a n  

a n d  h a g g a rd  a n d  s e e m e d  f r ig h te n e d . A s  s o o n  a s  I  r e tu r n e d  h e  w o u ld  k i s s  m e  a n d  

g o  at o n c e  to  s le e p , a n d  s le e p  a l l  n ig h t  i f  I  w a s  o n ly  w ith  h im . H e  d ie d  w ith o u t  

e ffo r t  in  m y  a rm s , p r e s s e d  c lo s e  to  m y  b r e a s t ,  b r e a t h in g  o u t  h i s  w h o le  s o u l  in  g r a t i ­

tu d e  a n d  p r a y e r s  fo r  m y  w e lfa r e .  H e  n e v e r  th o u g h t  o f  h im s e lf .

I t  w a s  n o t s u r p r is in g  th e n  th a t  h e  s h o u ld  b e  th e  f i r s t  to  m e e t  m e  in  th e  S p ir it - w o r ld . 

H e  h a d  re d e e m e d  h is  p r o m is e . H e  h a d  n e v e r  fo r g o t t e n  o r  lo s t  s ig h t  o f  m e , h is  o n ly  

fr ie n d  a n d  b e n e fa c to r ,  w h ile  I  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  o f  s o  m u c h  s e r v i c e  to  a n y  o th e r  c r e a ­

tu re , a n d  n o n e  h a d  lo v e d  m e  s o  d e a r ly  a s  h e . H e  w a s  s c a r c e ly  e ig h t  y e a r s  o ld  w h e n  

h e  le f t  th e  e a r th , th re e  y e a r s  b e fo r e  m y s e l f ,  a n d  lo o k e d  s c a r c e ly  a n y  o ld e r  o r  l a r g e r  

w h en  I  m e t h im  in  s p i r i t ; b u t  s o  h e a lth y , b r ig h t  a n d  b lo o m in g ,  it  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  

y o u r  h e a r ts  g o o d  to  h a v e  s e e n  h im . H e  d e c la r e d  h e  lo v e d  m e  s t i l l ,  a n d  m o r e  th a n  

e v e r , a n d  th a t  e v e r  s in c e  h e  h a d  b e e n  in  S p ir i t - l i f e ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  w o r k in g  v e r y  h a r d  

to  p re p a re  a  h o m e  w h e re  w e  m ig h t  l iv e  to g e t h e r .  H e  s a id  h e  c o u ld  n o t  f in d  h is  

p a re n ts , a n d  h e  h a d  s e e n  n o  o n e  in  S p ir i t - l i f e  e x c e p t  a n  o ld  m u s ic - m a s t e r  w h o  g a v e  

h im  le s s o n s  o n  th e  o rg a n  a n d  h e lp e d  h im  to  c u l t iv a t e  h i s  v o ic e .
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A n d  th e n  h e  s a n g  to  m e  a  s o n g  o f  su c h  e x q u is ite  sw e e tn e s s , th e  m e m o ry  o f  it w ill, 

I  am  s u r e ,  r e m a in  w ith  m e  fo r e v e r .  I  d id  n o t d a re  to  t r y  to  ra ise  m y  v o ic e , I  k n ew  

it  c o u ld  o n ly  s o u n d  h a r s h  a s  a  r a v e n ’s  c ro a k  o r  a  ro o k ’ s  ca w  b y  th e  s id e  o f th at 

h e a v e n ly  m e lo d y .  A s  h e  s a n g  he' b re a th e d  u p o n  m y  e y e s , a n d  th e y  g r a d u a l ly  

o p e n e d . I  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  in  th e  d a rk , b u t in  th e  m id st  o f  a  m o st lu x u r ia n t co u n try . 

C o r n - f ie ld s  w e r e  w a v in g ,  v in e y a r d s  y ie ld e d  a  r ic h  p ro fu s io n  o f  d e lic io u s  g ra p e s , 

r iv e r s  w e r e  g l i d i n g  b y , a n d  a l l  th in g s  s e e m e d  h a p p y  a n d  g la d , e n d o w e d  w ith  p e re n ­

n ia l  y o u th  a n d  b e a u t y .  B u t  I  s a w  no o n e  e x c e p t  m y  litt le  fr ie n d , w h o, th o u g h  h e  

s e e m e d  to  h a v e  o u tg ro w n  h is  b lin d  id o la t ry ,  s t i l l  tr e a te d  m e a s  th ou gh  I  w e re  an  

a n g e l  w ith  w h o m  h e  w a s  o n  te rm s  o f  fr ie n d sh ip .

I  fo l lo w e d  h im  w ith o u t  d iff ic u lty  to  a  b e a u t ifu l g ro tto , fa sh io n e d  n a tu ra lly  in  a  ro c k , 

f r o m  w h ic h  s o f t  m u s ic  c a m e . E v e r y th in g  w a s  m u s ic a l a b o u t u s, an d  m y co m p an io n , 

w h o  w a s  n o w  m y  g u id e  a n d  te a c h e r , to ld  m e  w e  w e re  in  th e  M u s ic ia n ’s  H e a v e n , b u t 

o n ly  a t  i t s  th r e s h o ld .  L a n g u a g e  w o u ld  u tte r ly  fa i l  m e w e re  I  to  e n d e a v o r  to  d e s c r ib e  

th e  b e a u t y  o f  th is  h o m e  to  w h ich  I  w a s  le d . E v e r y th in g  w a s  fa sh io n e d  w ith  th e 

u tm o s t  c a r e  a n d  a r r a n g e d  w ith  s u p e rb  ta s te . H e re  m y  litt le  fr ie n d  a b o d e  a lo n e , 

q u ite  u n t e n d e d  a n d  y e t  fe a r le s s  a n d  c o n te n te d , a lw a y s  e x p e c t in g  an d  p r e p a r in g  fo r  

m y  a r r iv a l .

H e  to ld  m e  th a t  in  S p ir it - l ife  s p ir its  c a n n o t liv e  to g e th e r  u n le ss  th e y  lo v e  e a c h  o th er, 

a n d  t h a t  w h e n  th e y  tr y  to  d o  s o  th e y  are  d r iv e n  a p a rt  lik e  m e ta ls  w h ich  a re  n o t a ffin ­

i t ie s .  O u r  b e in g s  s e e m e d  a t  o n c e  to  c o a le s c e . A n  in flu e n c e  w e n t fo r th  fro m  him  

t h a t  p e r m e a te d  e v e r y  fib re  o f  m y  b o d y , a n d  h e  to ld  m e  th e fo rc e  w h ich  I  g e n e ra te d  

s u p p l ie d  h im  w ith  th e  o n e  n e c e s s ity  to  c o m p le te  s tre n g th  a n d  h a p p in e s s  w h ich  h e  

h a d  h ith e r to  la c k e d .

O f fe r in g  m e  d e lic io u s  fru its , o f  w h ich  I  e a g e r ly  p a rto o k , a n d  m a g n e t iz in g  m e g e n t ly  

a s  I  r e c l in e d  o n  a  s o f t  lu x u r ia n t cou ch  he lu lle d  m e q u ic k ly  to  s le e p , a n d  a s  I  p a ss e d  

in t o  d r e a m la n d  I  h e a rd  h is  v o ic e  s in g in g  s t i l l  m o re  s w e e t ly  a n d  c le a r ly  th a n  b e fo re . 

A s  i t s  c h a r m in g  n o te s  d ie d  on th e  b reeze , I  p a s s e d  in to  a  s lu m b e r  s w e e te r  a n d  d e e p e r  

th a n  a n y  I  h a d  p re v io u s ly  im a g in e d , an d  y e t  it w a s  a  c o n sc io u s  s le e p . I  k n e w  th a t 

I  s le p t .  I  re s te d  a b s o lu te ly , a n d  w a s  c o n s c io u s ly  c a p a b le  o f  e n jo y in g  m y  re p o se . 

H o w  lo n g  I  re m a in e d  in  th a t re fre s h in g  a n d  s e re n e  c o n d it io n  I  c a n n o t te ll. W h en  

I  a w o k e  F e rn a n d o  w a s  s t ill s it in g  b e s id e  m e , a n d  a s  so o n  a s  I  w a s  fu lly  a w a k e , h e  

a g a in  g a v e  m e fru its  an d  b e g g e d  m e  to  a r is e  a n d  fo llo w  h im  o u t to s e e  s o m e th in g  o f  

th e  n a tu ra l sc e n e ry  w ith  w h ich  w e  w e re  s u rro u n d e d .

H e r e  in  th is  w o n d e rfu l w o rld , w h ich  s e e m e d  lik e  fa ir y la n d  in  b e a u ty  th o u gh  q u ite  

s o l id  a n d  su b sta n tia l, w e ro a m e d  to g e th e r  o v e r  h ill a n d  d a le .  W e  ro w ed  in  s w ift  

g o n d o la s  do w n  the e d d y in g  c u r re n ts  w h ic h  to o k  th e ir  r ise  in th e fa r  h ills  I  co u ld  ju s t  

d is c e r n  in  th e d ista n ce . I  c o u ld  o n ly  s e e  a  fa in t  o u tlin e  o f  th e ir  s h a p e s , w h ile  m y 

c o m p a n io n  sa w  b eyo n d  th em , s o  h e  to ld  m e , a n d  g a v e  m e th r ill in g  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  

th e  b r ig h te r  sp h e re  w h ich  la y  b e y o n d  th em . H e  to ld  m e  w e  w e re  in  th e  f ir s t  d iv is ­

io n  o f  the M u s ic ia n ’s  H e a v e n  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  e a r th , a n d  th a t th e re  w e re  s e v e n  d iv is ­

io n s  o f  th is h e a v e n , o r  a s  y o u  m ig h t s a y  s e v e n  d is t in c t  h e a v e n s , a s  th e re  a re  s e v e n  

n o te s  in  th e m u s ic a l s c a le .  O u r  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  fir s t  d iv is io n  w o u ld  e n d  w h en  w e 

co u ld  c lim b  th o se  m o u n ta in s  a n d  p a s s  th ro u g h  th em  w ith ou t th e ir  o ffe r in g  a n y  re s is t ­

a n ce  to o u r p a s s a g e , a s  th o s e  s o l id , a p p a r e n t ly  g r a n ite  e le v a t io n s , w e re  b u ilt  u p  o f
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th e th ou gh t su b s ta n c e  th a t w a s  t r a v e ll in g  to w a rd s  u s  fro m  th o s e  in  th e  h ig h e r  state,

I  c o u ld  se e  n o th in g  w h a te v e r  b e y o n d  th e  m o u n ta in s , th o u g h  m y  lit t le  g u id e  de­

c la re d  them  to  b e  tra n sp a re n t  to  h is  v is io n . H e  h a d  s u f fe r e d  m o re  th a n  I : h is  was 

th e r ip e r  m in d , th e m o re  u n fo ld e d  s p ir it , a n d  w h e n  I  w a s  l i s t e n in g  to  th e  w o rd s of 

w isdo m  w h ich  fe l l  fro m  h is  l ip s , I  re a liz e d  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  w h a t  th e  G o s p e l  m eans 

w h en it  te l ls  u s  to  b e c o m e  a s  lit t le  c h ild re n . I n  a  m o m e n t a l l  m y  p a s t  th e o r ie s , the 

re su lt o f  e a r th ly  r e la t io n s h ip s  a n d  lim ita t io n s , w e re  o v e r th ro w n , a n d  th e  lum inous 

g lo r y  o f  a  n e w  sp ir itu a l r e v e la t io n  sw e p t o v e r  m e , b a t h in g  m y  w h o le  b e in g  in  its  re­

fu lg e n c e .

C o in c id e n t w ith  th is  q u ic k e n in g  o f  m y  o w n  p o w e rs  o f  s p ir i tu a l  p e rc e p t io n , I  ob­

s e rv e d  th e p re s e n c e  o f  a  ta ll  an d  v e n e r a b le  m a n  g lid in g  to w a r d s  u s  th ro u g h  th e at­

m o sp h ere . H e  w a s  p ro c e e d in g  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  fro m  w h ic h  I  f e l t  th e  b re e z e  from  

th e m o u n ta in s. Q u ie t, c a lm , re so lu te , firm , y e t  k in d , h e  a n s w e r e d  fu l ly  to  m y  id ea l 

o f  a  p e r fe c t  te a ch e r . T h is  w a s  th e  o n e  w h om  F e r n a n d o  h a d  m e n tio n e d  to  m e  a s  the 

o ld  m u sic-m a ster. H e  a n d  F e rn a n d o  n e v e r  fo r g o t  th e ir  r e la t io n s  a s  m a s te r  and 

p u p il, b u t th e re  w a s  e v id e n t ly  b e tw e e n  th em  a  d e e p  b o n d  o f  a f fe c t io n  : p a re n ta l on 

o n e  h an d  a n d  fi lia l o n  th e  o th e r .

F o r  th e  m o m en t I  w a s  a lm o s t  a w e stru c k  in  p r e s e n c e  o f  s o  m a je s t ic  a n d  w ise  a  per­

so n a g e , b u t I  w a s  q u ic k ly  r e a s s u r e d  a s  th e  v e n e r a b le  fa c e  b e n t  d o w n  to w a rd s  m e 

a n d  b re a th e d  a  b le s s in g  w h ich  F e rn a n d o  t r a n s la te d  to  m e . T h e n  h is  l ip s  m o v e d  in 

so n g , a n d  F e rn a n d o  a n sw e re d  h im  in  s o n g  a ls o . T h e y  s e e m e d  to  b e  p r a c t is in g  an 

in tr ic a te  m e lo d y . F e r n a n d o ’ s  c le a r ,  b e ll - l ik e  to n e s  I  c o u ld  h e a r  d is t in c t ly ,  a n d  e v e ry  

n o te  p ie rc e d  m e  l ik e  a  s p a r k  o f  f ire  w h ich  s e e m e d  a t  o n c e  to  p u r ify  a n d  w a rm  m e, 

a n d  to  a ro u s e  m y  in te lle c t  fro m  th e  q u ie s c e n t  c o n d it io n  in to  w h ic h  it  h a d  f a l l e n ; but 

th e  M a s te r ’ s  v o ic e  I  c o u ld  n o t h e a r  a t  a l l ,  a n d  th e  b o y , I  n o t ic e d , w o u ld  o fte n  stre tch  

fo rw a rd  a n d  lis te n  w ith  g r e a t  in te n tn e s s  le s t  h e  s h o u ld  lo s e  a  n o te . T h e  v o ic e  I  

c o u ld  n o t h e a r  b e c a u se  it  s a n g  in  r e g is te rs  b e y o n d  m y  a u r a l  c o m p a s s : th e  v ib ra tio n s  

i t  c a u se d  c o u ld  n o t m a k e  a n y  im p r e s s io n s  o n  th e  d r u m  o f  m y  e a r ,  a n d  m y  b r a in  w as 

n o t h ig h ly  d e v e lo p e d  e n o u g h  to  r e a liz e  th a t s o u n d s  w e re  b e in g  p r o d u c e d . I  cou ld , 

h o w e v e r , s e e  th e  m o tio n  o f  th e  lip s , a n d  th e  a i r  w a s  g e n t ly  s t i r r e d  a r o u n d  m e.

W h ile  th e y  w e re  r e h e a r s in g  th e ir  s o n g , e n t ir e ly  n e w  id e a s  c o n c e r n in g  m u s ic  cam e 

in to  m y  m in d , a n d  I  b e g a n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t h a d  a lw a y s  s e e m e d  a n  im p e n e tra b le  

m y ste ry  to  m e : h o w  B e e th o v e n  c o u ld  c o m p o se  p e r fe c t  m e lo d ie s  a n d  y e t  b e  d e a f. 

M y  e y e s  b e g a n  to  d o  d u ty  in s te a d  o f  m y  e a r s ,  a n d  I  s a w  c o lo r  in s te a d  o f  h e a r in g  

so u n d s, s t i l l  I  lo s t  m u ch  b y  m y  o b tu s e n e s s  a s  r e g a r d s  h e a r i n g ; f o r  w h e n  F e rn a n d o  

s a n g  I  c o u ld  b o th  h e a r  a n d  s e e , b u t  I  s a w  n o th in g  w h e n  h e  s a n g  t i l l  I  h a d  f ir s t  com e 

u n d e r  th e  in flu e n c e  o f  h is  t e a c h e r 's  s p ir it . I  th e n  w a s  h a v in g  a  le s s o n , a n d  th ou gh  

I  s e e m e d  to  b e  b u t a  s i le n t  l i s te n e r  a n d  s p e c ta t o r ,  I  w a s  in  s c h o o l a n d  d r in k in g  in 

k n o w le d g e  in  so m e  s u b t le  a n d  m y s te r io u s  w a y  e n t ir e ly  fo r e ig n  to  th e  m e th o d s  o f  the 

s c h o o ls  o n  e a r th .
T h e  le s s o n  a n d  p r a c t ic e  s e e m e d  to  la s t  b u t  a  v e r y  s h o r t  t im e , b u t  lo n g  e n o u g h  to 

f i l l  m e  w ith  n e w , s t r a n g e  a n d  d e l ig h t fu l e m o tio n s , a n d  to  fo r c e  m e  w h e n  th e  te a ch e r  

h a d  le ft  u s , a f te r  a g a in  b le s s in g  m e , to  a s k  F e r n a n d o  n o  e n d  o f  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  the 

n o v e l m o d e  o f  in s tru c t io n , b y  m e a n s  o f  w h ic h  I  h a d  ju s t  f e l t  m y s e l f  s o  g r e a t l y  b en e­

fite d . T h e s e  q u e s t io n s  a n d  th e  a n s w e r s  I  r e c e iv e d  to  th e m  w ill  b e  th e  s u b je c t  o f
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m y n e x t  c o m m u n ic a t io n .  I  h a v e  g iv e n  y o u  in  th is  o p e n in g  c h a p te r  o f  m y  e x p e r ie n c e s  

|  fa in t  g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  l i f e  I  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  l i v in g  fo r  o v e r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  o f  e a r th ly  

tim e, a n d  i f  I  c a n  p r o c e e d  w ith  m y  s to ry , I  a m  s u r e  I  s h a ll  b e  a b le  to  c le a r  u p  s o m e  

d iff ic u lt ie s  w h ic h  b e s e t  m a n y  a n  a n x io u s  in q u ir e r  c o n c e r n in g  o u r  h o m e s  a n d  a c t iv it ie s  

in  th e  S p h e r e s  o f  S p i r i t ,  w h ic h  a r e  d i r e c t ly  a n d  in t im a te ly  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  o u te r  

e a r th  a n d  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s .

O n e  l e s s o n  I  l e a r n e d  o n  m y  f i r s t  in t ro d u c t io n  to  th is  n e w -fo u n d  r e a lm  o f  e x is te n c e , 

w h ic h  y o u  w i l l  a l l  d o  w e l l  to  r e m e m b e r  a n d  p r o fit  b y :  it  is  th e  im p o rta n t a n d  e v e r ­

la s t in g  t r u th ,  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  g i v e  u s  p le a s u r e  a n d  h e lp  u s  fo r w a r d  in  th e  li fe  a f te r  

d e a th , a r e  t h o s e  w h o m  w e  h a v e  s e r v e d  a n d  h e lp e d  o n  e a r th . H a d  I  le f t  a  p o o r  l i t t le  

b o y  to  s t a r v e  a n d  d i e  in  h i s  a f f l ic t io n , in s te a d  o f  t e n d in g  h im  a n d  h e lp in g  to  sm o o th  

h is  p a t h w a y  t o  t h e  to m b , I  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  a lo n e  a n d  f r ie n d le s s  w h en  I  fo u n d  m y ­

s e l f  b e y o n d  th e  g a t e s  o f  d e a t h .  H o w  s w e e t  it  is  a n d  y e t  h o w  so le m n , w h en  w e  r e a l­

iz e  t h a t  a s  w e  h a v e  d o n e  u n to  o th e r s  s o  w ill  o th e r s  d o  u n to  u s. H e r e  is  th e  m o ra l 

o f  m y  f i r s t  c h a p t e r .

(T o  be continued.)

T H E  A N N A L S  O F  T H E  T L A S K A N S ,  O R  T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  T L A S -

K A N A T A .

W RITTEN B Y  C EO . A* W V LU U t, U U D KR S P IR IT  CONTROL.

Chapter I X .  ( Concluded.)

4 0 1 2 - 4 0 7 5 ,  A .T . A n s a t lq u in  S o n  o f  C h io n la n , ru le d  s ix ty - th re e  y e a r s .  H e  w a s  

a  v e r y  i g n o r a n t  m a n . A lth o u g h  k in g  o f  th e  T la s k a n s  h e  w a s  n o t fr e e , fo r  h is  a c t io n s  

w e r e  a l l  c o n t r o l le d  b y  t h e  p r ie s th o o d . H e  tr ie d  h a rd  to  p le a s e  a l l ,  a n d  a t  h e a r t  w a s  a  

g o o d  m a n .  I n  th e  y e a r  4 0 5 1 a  v a s t  a r m y  fr o m  th e  n o rth -w e s t  c a m e  p o u r in g  in  u p o n  

th e  k in g d o m . A n s a t lq u in  b y  a d v ic e  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d , c o l le c te d  a  la r g e  a r m y  a n d  

m e t  t h e  in v a d in g  fo r c e s  n e a r  T s e a t lq u e ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  b lo o d y  e n c o u n te r , s u c c e e d e d  in  

d r i v i n g  th e m  a w a y  fr o m  T la s k a n  te r r ito ry . B u t  th e  L e u n te ls  r e t r e a te d  o n ly  to  g a t h e r  

r e - in fo r c e m e n t s ,  a n d  th e n  m a rc h e d  b a c k  to  T s e a t lq u e  to  c o n tin u e  th e  c o m b a t. A f t e r  

t h r e e  d a y s  o f  h a r d  f ig h t in g  th e  c it y  f e l l  in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  e n e m y . T h e n  a  p a r t  

o f  th e  a r m y  m a r c h e s  fo r th  e v e n  to  th e  g a t e s  o f  T h a lo m q u e  w h e re  a n o th e r  b a t t le  

o c c u r s .  H e r e  th e  L e u n t e ls  a r e  fo r c e d  to  r e t r e a t  to  T s e a t lq u e ,  w h ic h  th e y  s t i l l  h o ld . 

F r o m  t h is  p o in t , w h ich  is  h e ld  a s  a  c e n t re  o f  a c t iv it ie s ,  th is  r a c e  w a g e s  c o n t in u a l 

w a r f a r e  w ith  th e  T la s k a n s .  T h e y ,  fro m  tim e  to  t im e , r e c e iv e  re - in fo rc e m e n ts  fro m  

th e  n o rth -w e s t , a n d  slow ly  e n c r o a c h  b y  c o n q u e s t  u p o n  th e  T la s k a n s  te r r ito ry . F o r  

to w n  a f t e r  to w n  a n d  c ity  after c ity  f a l l s  in to  th e ir  h a n d s . W h e r e s o e v e r  th ey  g a in  a  

f o o t h o ld  th e y  d e s t r o y  th e  re lig io n  o f  T la s k a n s  a n d  s u p p la n t  it  w ith  th e ir  o w n , a  ru d e , 

b u t  s im p le  s t a r  w o rsh ip . T h u s  g r a d u a l ly  b o th  th e  te m p o ra l a n d  s p ir itu a l p o w e r  o f  

th e  T la s k a n  p r ie s th o o d  i s  d e s t r o y e d . T h e o n t q u e  is  th e  s e c o n d  c it y  c o n q u e r e d ;  

Z a n t lq u e  n e x t ; th e n  N e o n tq u e , a n d  L e r o n t ,  a n d  a f t e r  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  w a r fa r e  T h a lo m ­

q u e , th e  p r id e  o f  th e  T la s k a n  r a c e  f a l l s  in to  t h e ir  h a n d s . A n d  in  th e  la s t  b a t t le  
fought o u ts id e  o f  i t s  g a t e s  A n s a t lq u e n  fa l ls .

T h u s  te rm in a te d  th e  s e c o n d  k in g d o m  a n d  th u s  f e l l  th e  n e w  o r d e r  o f  Z e r to u le m . 

Although th e  L e u n t e ls  s u p p la n te d  th e  r e l ig io n  o f  Z e r to u le m  w ith  t h e ir  o w n , th e y  d id
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n o t s e e k  to  d e s t r o y  th e  s a c r e d  w r it in g s  o f  th e  n a t io n . T h e  p e o p le  w e r e  a l l  m ad e  

s la v e s .  T h e i r  c o n d it io n  w a s  b u t  a  l i t t le  w o r s e  th a n  w h e n  u n d e r  th e  p r ie sth o o d . 

Y e t  b e fo re  th e  c o n q u e s t  th e re  w a s  a  lit t le  s p a r k  o f  l ib e r t y ,  a  fa in t ,  y e t  u n e x p r e s s e d  

h o p e  th a t  th e  n a tio n  s o m e  d a y  m ig h t  b e  f r e e  fro m  in h u m a n  r u le r s  a n d  p r ie s t ly  d e s ig n ­

e r s . B u t  n o w  a l l  h o p e  w a s  g o n e  a n d  th e  p e o p le  w ith o u t  h a r d l y  a  m u r m u r  o f  co m ­

p la in t  su b m itte d  h e r o ic a lly  to  t h e ir  d e s t in y . A l t h o u g h  in  p u b l ic  t h e y  w e re  fo r c e d  to  

w o rsh ip  th e  n e w  d e it ie s  o f  th e ir  c o n q u e ro r , y e t  in  p r iv a t e  th e  r e l ig io n  o f  t h e ir  fa th e r s  

w a s  k e p t  a l i v e ; a n d  th e re  w a s  b o r a  a m o n g  t h is  e n s la v e d  r a c e  a  n e w  o r d e r  o f  Z e rto u - 

le m ite s  lik e  u n to  th e  o n e  o f  o ld , a n d  a l l  i t s  m e e t in g s  w e r e  k e p t  a  p r o fo u n d  s e c re t . 

A lth o u g h  a l l  h o p e  o f  e v e r  g a in in g  th e ir  f r e e d o m  w a s  g o n e ,  y e t  t h is  in d o m it a b le  race  

w o u ld  e v e r  b e  a le r t  fo r  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  t h a t  m ig h t  b r in g  o n c e  m o r e  th e  p o w e r  in to  

th e ir  h a n d s . T h e y  c o u ld  e n d u re  fr o m  th e  h a n d s  o f  t h e ir  o w n  c o u n tr y m e n  a lm o s t  

a n y  c o n c e iv a b le  k in d  o f  tre a tm e n t , b u t th e y  w o u ld  n o t  s u b m it  to  f o r e ig n  r u le ,  e v e n  i f  

i t  w e re  s e a s o n e d  w ith  ju s t ic e  a n d  m e r c y , i f  a n  a v e n u e  o f  e s c a p e  s h o u ld  p re s e n t  

its e lf .

T h u s  a s  th e  d a r k  n ig h t  o f  s la v e r y  s e t t le d  d o w n  u p o n  th e m , a n d  fa it h  a n d  h o p e  h a d  

fle d , th e  c h ild re n  o f  O m n  a n d  T h a ,  w e re  b u s y  la y in g  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  a  g o v e r n m e n t  

th e y  c o u ld  n o t h a v e  im a g in e d  w o u ld  e v e r  b e  t h e ir  d e s t in y  to  e n jo y .  L e t  u s  d r o p  the. 

c u rta in  n p o n  th e m  a n d  th u s  c o v e r  a l l  th e ir  h o p e s  a n d  f e a r s  a n d  tu rn  to  th e  r a c e  n o w  

in  p o w e r, a n d  t r a c e  a s  b r ie f ly  a s  p o s s ib le  th e  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s .

T H E  “ R I G H T S ”  O F  W O M E N .

T H E  N EW  D E C LA R A TIO N  O F IN D E P E N D E N C E .

W e h a v e  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e  b e e n  lo o k in g  f o r  th e  n e w  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e .  

O u r  s p ir it  g u id e s  in fo rm e d  u s  th a t  i t  w o u ld  s u r e ly  b e  g iv e n  to  th e  w o r ld  a n d  th ro u g h  

th e  h a n d  o f  w o m a n . W e  fo n d ly  h o p e d  th a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  g iv e n  th ro u g h  s o m e  o f  th e  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  N . D . C . ,  a n d  h a v e  w a ite d  w ith  g r e a t  im p a t ie n c e  to  r e c e iv e  it ;  b u t  it  

a p p e a r s  th a t  i t  i s  o th e rw is e  o r d e r e d ,  a n d  th a t  th e  tru e  D e c la r a t io n  c o m e s  th is  tim e  

fro m  th e  e x t re m e  “  W e s t .”  W e  h a i l  i t  w ith  jo y ,  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  th u s  r e c e iv e d  

b y  a l l  o u r  jo u r n a ls  d e v o te d  to  p la c in g  w o m e n  u p o n  a n  e q u a l i t y  w ith  m a n  in  e v e r y  

r e s p e c t  T h e  fo llo w in g  w a s  c l ip p e d  fro m  th e  “  G o ld e n  G a t e , ”  a n d  w e  c a n  s a y  th a t  

w e  g iv e  e v e r y  w o rd  o f  i t  o u r  u n q u a li f ie d  e n d o r s e m e n t  O n e  t h in g  i s  c e r t a in ,  th e  

lo n g  lo o k e d  fo r  m ille n n iu m  c a n  n e v e r  c o m e  u p o n  e a r t h  u n t il  w o m a n  i s  m a d e  th e  

e q u a l  o f  m a n .

N o wonder th a t she is  placed beside the broken column in  our M asonic m ysteries. It 
IS her  place, and w ill be u n til she is  restored to her place upon the top o f  the restored 
column as she is  represented in the higher degrees o f  M asonery. O u r  p l a c e  a s  w o r k e rs  

f o r  th e  re d e m p tio n  o f  m a n  i s  w ith  th e  w e a k e s t ,  a n d  th e  w e a k e s t  p a r t y  j u s t  n o w  is  

woman. W e  w e re  e a r ly  s h o w n  o u r  w o r k  in  t h is  d ir e c t io n  a n d  a r e  n o w  p u t t in g  fo r th  

o u r  v o ic e  fo r  “  e q u a l r ig h ts  fo r  a l l . ”  W e  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  w a s  in flu e n c e d  

to  w rite  th e  fo llo w in g  w a s  d i r e c t ly  in s p ir e d  b y  th e  G r a n d  A r c h it e c t  o f  th e  U n iv e r s e  

a n d  w ish  e v e r y  w o rd  o f  i t  w a s  w r it te n  in  le t t e r s  o f  f i r e  u p o n  th e  h e a v e n s  w h e re  a l l  

th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  e a r th  c o u ld  r e a d  th e m . W o r k , w o m e n , f o r  in  y o u r  h a n d s  is  th e  s a l-
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vation o f  th e  h u m a n  r a c e  f r o m  d is e a s e  a n d  p h y s ic a l  d e a th . W e  h a v e  m o re  to  s a y  

upon th is  s u b je c t  in  fu t u r e  n u m b e r s  o f  Spirit Voices.
W h en  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  h u m a n  e v e n ts ,  it  b e c o m e s  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  o n e  p e o p le , o r  se x , 

to a r ise  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l  o f  a n o th e r , a n d  to  a ssu m e  a m o n g  th e p o w e rs  o f  th e 
earth th e  e q u a l  s t a t io n  to  w h ic h  th e  la w s  o f  n a tu re  a n d  o f  n a tu re 's  G o d  en title  them , 
a d e c e n t r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  o p in io n s  o f  m a n k in d  re q u ire s  th a t th e y  sh o u ld  d e c la re  th e 
ca u se s  w h ic h  im p e l  th e m  to  th e  p r o p o s e d  a c tio n .

W e  h o ld  t h e s e  t r u t h s  to  b e  s e l f - e v id e n t : T h a t  a ll m en  an d  w o m en  are  cre a te d  
e q u a l ; th a t  t h e y  a r e  e n d o w e d  b y  th e ir  C r e a t o r  w ith  c e rta in  in a lie n a b le  r ig h t s ; th at 
a m o n g  t h e s e  a r e  l i f e ,  l ib e r t y  a n d  th e  p u rsu it  o f  h a p p in e s s ; th at to se cu re  th ese  righ ts  
g o v e rn m e n ts  a r e  in s t i t u t e d  a m o n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n , d e r iv in g  th e ir  ju s t  po w ers from  
th e c o n s e n t  o f  th e  g o v e r n e d ; th a t , w h e n e v e r  a n y  fo rm  o f g o ve rn m e n t b eco m es d estru c­
tive  o f  t h e s e  e n d s ,  i t  i s  th e  r ig h t  o f  th e  p e o p le  to  a lte r  o r  a b o lish  it, a n d  to in stitu te  
a  c h a n g e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  la y in g  it s  fo u n d a tio n  o n  su c h  p r in c ip le s , a n d  o rg a n iz in g  its  
p o w e rs  in  s u c h  fo r m , a s  s h a l l  s e e m  to  th em  m o s t  l ik e ly  to  e ffe c t  th e ir  s a fe ty  an d  
h a p p in e s s .  A l l  e x p e r ie n c e  h a th  sh o w n  th a t  w o m en  a re  m o re  d isp o se d  to su ffe r , 
w h ile  e v i l s  a r e  s u f fe r a b le ,  th a n  to  r ig h t th e m s e lv e s  b y  a b o lish in g  th e fo rm s to w h ich 
th e y  a r e  a c c u s t o m e d . B u t  w h en  a  lo n g  t ra in  o f  a b u se s  an d  u su rp atio n s, p u rsu in g  
in v a r ia b ly  th e  s a m e  o b je c t ,  h o ld s  th em  u n d e r  a  p o litic a l d esp o tism , it is  th e ir  righ t, 
a n d  i t  b e c o m e s  t h e ir  d u ty , to  th ro w  o ff su c h  g o v e rm e n t an d  to p ro v id e  new  g u a rd s  
o r  th e ir  fu t u r e  s e c u r it y .  S u c h  h a s  b e e n  th e  p a tie n t su ffe ra n ce  o f  the w om en o f the 

I U n it e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  s u c h  i s  n o w  th e  n e c e s s ity  w h ich  co n stra in s  them  to dem an d  an 
a l t e r a t io n  in  th e  s y s te m  o f  g o v e rm e n t w h ich  im p o se s  la w s a n d  p e n a ltie s  upon one- 
h a l f  o f  a  s o v e r e ig n  p e o p le  w ith o u t a c c o r d in g  th e r igh t to  p e rso n a l represen tation .

I  T h e  h is t o r y  o f  m e n ’s  g o v e r n in g  p o w e r  in  th e se  U n ite d  S ta te s  is  a  h isto ry  o f re p eated  
in ju r ie s  a n d  u s u r p a t io n , r e su lt in g  in  th e e s ta b lish m e n t o f an  a b so lu te  d esp otism  
o v e r  th e  w o m e n  o f  th e s e  S ta te s , to  w hom  is  d e n ie d  a ll ch o ice  b u t su b m issio n . T o  
p r o v e  t h is ,  l e t  f a c t s  b e  su b m itte d  to  a  c a n d id  w o rld :

O u r  b r o t h e r  m a n  h a s  re fu se d  to  p a ss  o r  a s s e n t  to  la w s th e m ost w h oleso m e an d  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  p u b lic  g o o d , a n d  h a s  u tte r ly  n e g le c te d  m ea su res  o f v ita l im po rtan ce  
to  th e  p e o p le  a t  la r g e .

H e  h a s  r e fu s e d  to  p a s s  la w s  fo r  th e p e rso n a l rep rese n ta tio n  o f  o v e r  tw en ty  m illio n s 
o f  w o m e n  —  a  r ig h t in e s tim a b le  to  them , a n d  fo rm id a b le  to  ty ra n ts  o n ly .

H e  h a s  s u b je c t e d  u s  to  a  ju r is d ic t io n  fo re ig n  to  th e  sp irit o f freed om  an d  d en o un ced  
b y  la w s  o f  h i s  o w n  m a k in g .

F o r  im p o s in g  t a x e s  o n  u s  w ith ou t o u r  c o n s e n t :
F o r  d e p r iv in g  u s , in  a ll in s ta n c e s , o f  th e r ig h t o f  tr ia l b y  a  ju ry  o f  o u r  p e e r s :
F o r  d e c la r in g  h im s e lf  in v e ste d  w ith  th e p o w e r  to  le g is la te  fo r  u s  in  a ll c a s e s  w h at­

s o e v e r  :
F o r  ro b b in g  u s  o f  th e  co n tro l o f  tw o -th irds o f th e p ro p erty  r ig h tfu lly  b e lo n g in g  to  

u s  in  c a s e  o f  w id o w h o o d , a n d  c o n tro llin g  o u r  e n tire  e a rn in g s  w h ile  m a rr ie d :
H e  h a s  made u s p o lit ic a l, fin a n c ia l an d  p e rso n a l n o n en titie s .
P r o fe s s in g  th e  u tm ost re g a rd  fo r  u s , h e n e v e rth e le ss  c la s se s  u s  in th e le g a l an d  

p o lit ic a l  c a te g o ry  w ith  c rim in a ls , in sa n e  p erso n s , c h ild re n , id io ts  an d  C h in am en .
H e  h a s  g iv e n  o u r  c o lo re d  b re th ren  th e sa m e  po w er to  im po se  ta x e s  upon u s w ith­

o u t  o u r  c o n se n t th a t h e  h a s  u su rp e d  fo r  h im se lf.
H e  h a s  e x c ite d  d o m e stic  in su rre c tio n  a m o n g  u s  b y  d e p riv in g  u s o f th e con tro l o f 

o u r  ow n e a rn in g s  w h en m a rrie d .
H e  h a s  d e n ie d  u s  th e r ig h t to  o ffe r  te st im o n y  b e fo re  th e co u rts  in c a se s  w h ere in  

o n ly  o u rs e lv e s  a re  th e in te re s te d  p a rt ie s .
In  e v e ry  s ta g e  o f  th e se  o p p re s s io n s  w e h a v e  p etitio n ed  fo r  re d re ss  in  th e m ost 

humble term s. B u t o u r  re p e a te d  p e tit io n s  h a v e  b e e n  an sw e re d  b y  rep eated  in ju r ie s . 
A class o f p e rso n s  w h o se  c h a ra c te r  i s  th u s m a rk e d  b y  e v e ry  a c t  w hich m a y  d efin e  a  
tyrant is n o t fit  to  ru le  o v e r  a  fr e e  p eo p le .
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Nor have we been wanting In attentions to our voting brethren, W* have waww  
them trout tun* to tint* of atlemj/ts tty their f a'gislatures, both Hint#, and Federal, to 
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have appealed to their native lux' 
lice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common khr 
4 red to disavow these usurpation* which Inevitably tend to work hardship* upon us 
without benefit to themselves. They have been deaf ut the voice <A consanguinity 
and Justice,

W e  protest against class legislation in all forms; and especially do we protest 
against such legislation as tends Ut the building up o f an aristocracy o f sex.

We, therefore, representatives of the politically unrepresented women ‘A the 
United Htates of America, in general conference assembled, appealing to the 
Hupreme Judge o f the world for the rectitude of our Intentions, do, in the name and 
by the authority of the good women ‘A these Htates, solemnly j/ubllsh and declare 
that women are and of right ought to be w av. am t w n w e m r w r  ; that a!) political 
distinction* between u* and the other sovereign people o f this nation ought to be 
Wholly abolished f that we ought to be recognized as co laborers with themselves 
with et[ua\ right with tl»em to aid In levying war, concluding peace, contracting alle 
ances, establishing commerce, and engaging In all other act* in which Independent 
people may of right engage. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm re- 
nance ujmn Divine 1'rovldence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fop 
tune* and our sacred honors—Golden Gale,

Thk Golden Gale (Han Francisco) report* Mgx, Capel as saying—
" With those departed ones fthat Is, the souls in heaven and in purgatory^ we (the 

Catholic Churchy hold close intimate relations/'
The satne paper comments as follows—
" if  members (A the Catholic Church may bold communion with their departed 

ones in purgatory ' whose love for u s / says the Mgr,, Ms more intense than ft ever 
could have been on earth/ why may a// not communicate with /we loved ones who 
have passed on — not to a state of perfect happiness, for there is no such thing as 
absolute perfection o f the true spirit, but to a world of growth, of progress, of purga* 
lory If you choose to call it by that word," To us it seem s absurd for one class of 
people to claim exclusive privileges for themselves, That Cod favors one church 
more than another we have no evidence, neither have we any evidence that spirit 
manifestations are confined to the domain o f the Mother Church, Love recognises 
no narrow sectarian boundary lines, and It Is by this power we enter Into communion 
with those who have been emancipated from earthly bodies, it  is too late in the 
history of Hpiritualiam for tile Catholic Church to put up bars, and claim its royalty 
from all who would commune with Heaven, Hite never can gain again the hold she 
exercised in the past over the minds of men. When the star of freedhought appeared 
in the Western horizon, her glory began to wane, and ere long sbe must gel In the 
night of Iter own telldm postd Ignorance,

In the Phrenological Jou rn al for October, we find recorded a very interesting 
vision, It reads as follow s:

"'lias late President Lincoln had a vision, thus described by himself: 'On the 
evening of the day when 1 received news of my election, worn out by excitement and 
fatigue, 1 threw myself on a lounge in my bedroom to rest. Ju st opposite to me was 
a swinging glass, and looking in it, f noticed two separate and distinct images of



myself,  ̂ A little bothtfcd 1|)4 perhaps startled, I %Oi up and went Pi the glass, but 
the i l lu s io n  v a n is h e d ,  l y i n g  d o w n , I uw it again, but noticed that one of the la w s  
w a#  p a le r  th a n  th e  o th e r ,  a n d  ha/i a  blood stain on it. When my wife came in f told 
h e r  o f  the v is io n ,  a n d  s h e ,  w h o  bad great fa ith  in  signs, and generally attached gome 
meaning to them, said, * It m e a n s  you will b e  e le c te d  to a second term, but will not 
live through it/ "

W e  quote fr o m  S p iritu a l S tra y  I /m e t  b y  Peary M a n s , w ith  a  heathen prayer, and 
ask o u r  r e a d e r s  to  note th e  d if fe r e n c e  pet ween th is  a n d  the average Christian prayer, 
w M y  p r a y e r  i s  th a t  1 m a y  r e a l ly  b e  possessed o f th e  s u f fe r in g  o f a l l ,  th a t  w e m a y  b e  

free fro m  i t , w N o  s e l f i s h n e s s  here, b u t instead, th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  of a  spirit o f 

s e l f - s a c r i f ic e .

»*«$' SPIRIT VOICES. tf)?J

T o W vQM fm TEftMTQKY belongs the credit of leading tlie sisterhood of States 
a n d  the step-sisterhood of letripiries in awarding the female teachers equal salaries 
w ith  m a le  teachers of the same grade. The just, yet chivalrous, because novel, e x ­
a m p le  of the frontier has now been emulated by the municipal authorities of Omaha, 
Nebraska, and the Woman's Jo u rn a l is naturally elated and encouraged, H ere in  
th e  Bast a taint of Oriental barbarism lingers in out habit of discriminating against 
w o m e n , even when they render services fully equal if not sujierior Pi those of male 
com petitors, Service should be the criterion, irrespective of sea,—  A', K D aily  
(lra p  hie, J'rltla y , A  units t 2 1.

Peow  the New York Truth Seeker we clip the following passage, which, in itself is 
a  s a d  commentary upon the creeds of Christendom ;

A Haw Puawcisco paper says that not Jong ago a lady of San Francisco was sud­
d e n ly  overwhelmed by a great, crushing affliction, that, coming like a thunderbolt 
upon Jio r, for a  tim e  th re a te n e d  h e r  life. H er son, and only child, had gone on a 
s n o r t  b u s in e s s  jo u rn e y , expecting so o n  <0 re tu rn , Sudden and fatal illness overtook 
h im , a n d  a  b r ie f  te le g ra m  a n n o u n c e d  th e dreadful tidings Pi his heart-broken mother. 
T ir e  te r r o r s  o f  th e  C a lv in is t ic  creed, in  which she had been brought up, and accord­
in g  Pi w h ic h , a s  s ire  w e ll k n e w , there w a s  n o  hojie of future happiness for the uncon­
v e r t e d  y o u n g  m a n , added g r e a t ly  Pi her agonizing grief over his death, until her 
friends fe a r e d  th a t  h e r  re a s o n , if n o t h e r  life, would he destroyed, A  lady friend, 
w h o  had sympathized d e e p ly  w ith  and vainly sought Pi console her, informed Colonel 
fn g e r s o l l ,  and b e g g e d  h im , i f  possible, to  w r ite  something which might at least re­
l i e v e  in  a  m e a su re  tire te r r ib le  a p p re h e n s io n  a s  P i the fate of her son, under which 
s h e  w a s  s u ffe r in g . T h e  fo llo w in g  is  h is  le t te r  ; —

«  Vf v  O k a u  M a o a m ; M rs , G ,  h a s  told m e  th e  sad story o f  y o u r  a lm o st infinite 
s o r ro w , I am  n o t fo o lish  e n o u g h  to  suppose th a t  I c a n  s a y  o r  d o  a n y th in g  to le s s e n  
y o u r  g re a t  g r ie f ,  y o u r  a n g u ish  fo r  h is  l o s s ;  b u t m a y b e  I c a n  s a y  s o m e th in g  Pi drive 
fro m  y o u r  poor h e a r t  th e  fiend o f  f e a r  — fe a r  fo r  h im . I f  there Is a  God, let u s b e ­
l ie v e  that h e  is  g o o d , an d  if  h e  is  good, th e good h a v e  n o th in g  P i fe a r ,  i h a v e  b een  
P iJd  th at y o u r  so n  w a s  k in d  a n d  g e n e r o u s ;  th a t  he w a s  fille n  w ith  charily a n d  s y m ­
p a th y , N o w , w e k n o w  th a t  in  th is  w o rld , l ik e  b e g e ts  lik e , k in d n e s s  p ro d u c e s  k in d ­
n e ss , an d  a ll g o o d  b e a r s  th e  fru it  o f  j o y ;  belief is  nothing — deeds a r e  e v e r y t h in g ;  
a n d  if y o u r  son w a s  k in d  lie  w ill n a tu ra lly  fin d  k in d n e s s  wherever h e  m a y  lie , V o u  
w o u ld  not In flic t  e n d le s s  p a in  u p o n  y o u r  w o rst  e n e m y . I s  G o d  w o rse  th a n  v o u  ? 
V ou  c o u ld  not b e a r  to  s e e  a  v ip e r  s u ffe r  fo r e v e r .  I s  it p o s s ib le  th at G o d  w ill attorn 
a  kind an d  g e n e ro u s  b o y  to  e v e r la s t in g  p a in  l  N o th in g  c a n  b e  m o re  m o n s tro u s ly
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a b su rd  a n d  c ru e l. T h e  tru th  is , th a t  n o  h u m a n  b e in g  k n o w s  a n y t h in g  o f  w h a t is  be­
yo n d  th e  g r a v e . I f  n o th in g  is  k n o w n , th e n  it  i s  n o t  h o n e s t  f o r  a n y  o n e  to  pretend 
th a t h e d o e s  k n o w . I f  n o th in g  is  k n o w n , th e n  w e  c a n  h o p e  o n ly  f o r  th e  g o o d . I f  
th ere  b e  a  G o d  y o u r  b o y  is  n o  m o re  in  h is  p o w e r  n o w  th a n  h e  w a s  b e fo r e  h is  d ea th  —  
no m o re  th a n  y o u  a r e  a t  th is  m o m e n t. W h y  s h o u ld  w e  f e a r  G o d  m o re  a fte r  death 
th an  b e fo re  ? D o e s  th e  fe e l in g  o f  G o d  to w a rd  h is  c h i ld r e n  c h a n g e  th e  m o m e n t they 
d ie  ? W h ile  w e a r e  a l iv e  th e y  s a y  G o d  lo v e s  u s ; w h e n  w il l  h e  c e a s e  to  lo v e  us ? 
T r u e  lo v e  n e v e r  c h a n g e s . I  b e g  o f  y o u  to  th ro w  a w a y  a l l  f e a r .  T a k e  c o u n se l of 
y o u r  ow n h e a rt . I f  G o d  e x is ts ,  y o u r  h e a r t  is  th e  b e s t  r e v e la t io n  o f  h im , a n d  your 
h e a r t  c o u ld  n e v e r  s e n d  y o u r  b o y  to  e n d le s s  p a in . A f t e r  a l l ,  n o  o n e  k n o w s . T h e  
m in is te rs  k n o w  n o th in g . A l l  th e  c h u rc h e s  in  th e  w o r ld  k n o w  n o  m o re  o n  th is  sub­
je c t  th an  th e  a n ts  o n  th e  a n th i lls .  C r e e d s  a r e  g o o d  f o r  n o t h in g  e x c e p t 't o  b r e a k  the 
h e a rts  o f th e  lo v in g . L e t  u s  h a v e  c o u r a g e . U n d e r  th e  s e v e n - h u e d  a r c h  o f  h o p e  let 
th e  d e a d  s le e p . I  d o  n o t p re te n d  to  k n o w , b u t  I  d o  k n o w  th a t  o th e r s  d o  n o t know. 
L is t e n  to  y o u r  h e a rt , b e lie v e  w h a t it  s a y s ,  a n d  w a it  w ith  p a t ie n c e  a n d  w ith o u t fe a r  for 
w h a t th e  fu tu re  h a s  fo r  a l l .  I f  w e g e t  n o  c o m fo r t  f r o m  w h a t  p e o p le  k n o w , le t  us 
a v o id  b e in g  d r iv e n  to  d e s p a ir  b y  w h a t th e y  d o  n o t  k n o w . I  w is h  I  c o u ld  s a y  som e­
th in g  th a t w o u ld  p u t a  s t a r  in  y o u r  n ig h t  o f  g r i e f  —  a  l i t t le  f lo w e r  in  y o u r  lo n e ly  
p a th  —  a n d  i f  a n  u n b e l ie v e r  h a s  s u c h  a  w is h , s u r e ly  a n  in f in it ly  g o o d  b e in g  never 
m a d e  a  so u l to  b e  th e  fo o d  o f  p a in  th ro u g h  c o u n t le s s  y e a r s .

“  S in c e r e ly  y o u r s ,  R .  G .  I ngersoll.”
T h is  le t te r , s a y s  th e  S a n  F r a n c is c o  p a p e r ,  w a s  in  a  g o o d  m e a s u r e  e f fe c t iv e . “ On 

r e a d in g  it ,”  th e la d y  w ro te , “ th e  f ir s t  p e a c e  I  h a d  k n o w n  —  r e a l  p e a c e  —  s in c e  the 

te r r ib le  b lo w  c a m e  to  m e .”  W h a t  a  c o m m e n t a r y  o n  C a l v i n i s m ! C r a z e d  b y  the 

th o u g h ts  in s p ire d  b y  C h r is t ia n  te a c h in g s , th e  s t r ic k e n  m o th e r  f in d s  c o n so la tio n  in 

th e  w o rd s  o f  o n e  w h o  d is b e lie v e s  in  th e  G o d  s h e  h a s  a l l  h e r  l i f e  f e a r e d .  S u r e ly  it is 

h u m a n ity  tr iu m p h in g  o v e r  r e lig io n .

O u r  e s te e m e d  c o n te m p o ra y , th e  B anner o f L ig h t, i s  a lw a y s  o n  th e  s id e  o f  ju st ice , 

a n d  its  e d ito r  is  th e  w a rm  fr ie n d  o f  o u r  m u c h  w r o n g e d  I n d ia n  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s is te rs . 

W e  w o u ld  b e g  le a v e  to  q u o te  th e  fo llo w in g  e d i t o r ia l  in  f u l l :  —

S e n a to r  D a w e s  b r in g s  th e  c h a r g e  o p e n ly  a g a in s t  C o n g r e s s  th a t  i t  h a s  n o t  o n ly  d e ­
p r iv e d  th e  C h ip p e w a  I n d ia n s  o f  th e  la n d s  s e t  a p a r t  to  th e m  b y  a  s o le m n  n a tio n a l 
c o v e n a n t , g iv in g  th em  b a r r e n  a n d  u n d e s ir a b le  la n d s  in  re tu r n , b u t  th a t  i t  h a s  now  
c o v e re d  th e ir  la n d s  w ith  a n  o v e r f lo w  o f  w a te r  b y  th e  e r e c t io n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  w o rk s 
d e s ig n e d  to  b e n e fit  r ic h  m ill  o w n e rs  a n d  lu m b e r m e n , r e fu s in g  to  m a k e  th e  In d ia n s  
a n y  re c o m p e n s e  fo r  th e ir  lo s s ,  a n d  le a v in g  th e m  in  a  s t a t e  o f  d e s t itu t io n . T h e  
C h ip p e w a s  a re  a  p e a c e a b le  tr ib e , a n d  fo r m e r ly  w e re  a b u n d a n t ly  a b le  to  su p p o rt 
th e m s e lv e s . T h e y  a re  lo c a te d  in  N o r th  M in n e s o t a .  C o n g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  e re c t in g  
s to ra g e  r e s e r v o ir s  o n  th e  u p p e r  M is s is s ip p i  R i v e r ,  a n d  a  c o m m is s io n  w a s  ap p o in te d  
to  a w a rd  s u ita b le  d a m a g e s  to -th e  C h ip p e w a s  f o r  th e  o v e r f lo w  o f  th e ir  la n d s  in  con ­
s e q u e n c e  o f  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k s . A n  a w a r d  th a t  w a s  a s  f a r  as 
p o s s ib le  fro m  th e  fa c t s  w a s  r e je c te d ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  C o m m is s io n  a p p o in te d  th a t  sh o u ld  
a c t m o re  fa ir ly .  T h e  la t t e r  m a d e  a  m e a g re  a w a r d  d o w n , a n d  th e  s u m  o f  $ 2 9 ,8 0 0  
a n n u a lly  fo r  th e  s u p p o rt  o f  th e s e  f i fte e n  h u n d re d  C h ip p e w a s ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  d r ive n  
fro m  th e ir  h o m e s . B u t  a lth o u g h  th e  C o m m is s io n e r  h a s  c o n t in u e d  to  u rg e  th e  p a y­
m e n t o f th e  a w a rd , C o n g r e s s  h a s  d o n e  n o th in g  a b o u t  it  a n d  th e  C h ip p e w a s  a r e  w ith ­
o u t b o th  fo o d  a n d  s h e lt e r  in  c o n s e q u e n c e . T h e y  w ill  s u r e ly  p e r i s h  u n le s s  a n  a c tiv e  
b e n e v o le n c e  s h a l l  p r o v id e  fo r  th e m  b e fo r e  w in te r ’ s  c o ld  s e t s  in . T h e  b la m e  rests  
w h o lly  o n  C o n g r e s s .
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E Q U A L  W A G E S .

BY JAMES A. BLISS.

THE N. D. C. “ AXE LAID AT THE ROOT OF THE ‘ SOCIAL EVIL* TREE.”

“ That she is entitled to equal wages with man when she performs the same work/ ’—Objects N a­
tion a l D evelopin g Circle.

T h e r e  i s  a  r a d i c a l  r e fo r m a t io n  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  c o m p e n s a t io n  f o r  w o m a n ’ s  w o r k  

t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D e v e lo p in g  C i r c le  p r o p o s e  to  in a u g u r a t e  a t  a n  e a r ly  d a y .  W e  b e ­

l i e v e  t h a t  th e  |  s o c ia l  e v i l  ”  c a n  b e  e n t ir e ly  r o o te d  o u t  o f  s o c ie t y  i f  e v e r y  w o m a n  i s  

a l lo w e d  to  r e c e iv e  j u s t  c o m p e n s a t io n  f o r  d a i l y  la b o r  p e r fo r m e d  b y  h e r .  I t  i s  a  

c o m m o n  t h in g  n o w  f o r  o u r  d a i ly  n e w s p a p e r s  to  in s e r t  a d v e r t is e m e n t s  in  th e ir  

c o lu m n s ,  o f fe r in g  y o u n g  la d ie s  s itu a t io n s  in  s t o r e s  a n d  o ff ic e s  f o r  w h ic h  th e  p a l t r y  

s u m  o f  f r o m  tw o  to  th re e  d o l la r s  p e r  w e e k  is  o f fe r e d  a s  a  s a la r y .  V e r y  o fte n  th e  

a n s w e r s  to  s u c h  a d v e r t is e m e n t s  a r e  re c e iv e d  t h a t  c a n  b e  c o u n te d  b y  h u n d re d s . I f  a  

y o u n g  l a d y  h a s  j u s t  g r a d u a t e d  fro m  s c h o o l, a n d  i s  fo r tu n a t e  e n o u g h  to  h a v e  p a r e n ts  

t h a t  c a n  a f fo r d  to  g iv e  h e r  b o a r d  a n d  lo d g in g , p o s s ib ly  s h e  c a n  c lo th e  h e r s e l f  u p o n  

t h e  s a l a r y  p a id  h e r  b y  h e r  e m p lo y e r ; b u t o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , s u p p o s e  s h e  is  a n  o r ­

p h a n ,  o r  t h a t  h e r  p a r e n t s  h a v e  la b o r e d  u n d e r  th e  iro n  h a n d  o f  p o v e r t y  to  g iv e  h e r  a n  

e d u c a t io n  a n d  a r e  o b l ig e d  to  e d u c a te  y o u n g e r  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  fa m ily ,  w h a t  th e n  ? I t  

w i l l  c o s t  th e  y o u n g  la d y  a l l  th a t  s h e  r e c e iv e s  to  p a y  h e r  b o a r d , a n d  “ p o o r  l iv in g  ”  a t  

t h a t ; a n d  w h a t, p r a y , i s  to  p r o v id e  h e r  w ith  d e c e n t ,  n o t  to  s a y  fa s h io n a b le  c lo th in g , to  

a p p e a r  a t  th e  s to re  o r  o ff ic e  o f  h e r  e m p lo y e r  ?

Y o u n g  la d ie s  o f  to -d a y  p o s s e s s  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t  o f  p r id e , a n d  lo v e  to  d r e s s  a s  

w e l l ,  e v e n  i f  th e y  a r e  p o o r , a s  th e ir  m o re  fo r t u n a t e  s is t e r s .  T h i s  p r id e  i s  n o t to  b e  

c o n d e m n e d ,  o r  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a t  a n y  ra te . N o w  w e  a s k ,  w h a t s h a l l  o u r  p o o r  s is te r s  

a n d  d a u g h te r s  d o  f o r  th e ir  c lo th e s  ? T h e i r  w a g e s  h a v e  b e e n  s p e n t  fo r  fo o d  ; p r id e  

w i l l  n o t  d o w n  u n d e r  a n y  c o n d it io n . W h a t  s h a l l  th e y  d o  ? G e t  m a r r ie d  ? S o m e  y o u n g  

l a d i e s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y  w il l  r e p ly  to  th a t  p r o p o s it io n  th a t  th e y  a r e  n o t d e s ir o u s  o f  

c h a n g in g  th e ir  c o n d it io n  in  th a t  w a y . T h e y  h a v e  n o t  m e t  th e  m a n  th a t  th e y  d a r e  

r i s k  th e ir  l i f e ’ s  h a p p in e s s  w ith . W h a t , th e n , s h a l l  b e  d o n e  ? W h a t  is  b e in g  d o n e  b y  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  o u r  g ir l s  th a t  w o u ld  n o t b e  d o n e  i f  th e y  r e c e iv e d  p r o p e r  c o m p e n s a t io n  

f o r  la b o r  p e r fo rm e d  ?

W e  c la im  th a t  n in e -te n th s  o f  th e  w o m e n  th a t  w a lk  th e  s t r e e t s  o f  a l l  o u r  la r g e  c it ie s  

a n d  to w n s  h a v e  b e e n  f i r s t  c o m p e lle d  to  d o  s o  th ro u g h  n e c e s s it y ,  a n d  w e  fu r th e r  

l a y  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  t h e ir  d o w n fa l l  d i r e c t ly  to  th e  d o o r  o f  r ic h  m e n  th a t  h a v e  

e m p lo y e d  th e s e  w o m e n  a t  s t a r v a t io n  p r ic e s .  T h e  te m p ta t io n s  in  th e  p a th  o f  th e  

y o u n g  a n d  in n o c e n t  g i r l s  a r e  m a n y , a n d  w h e re  w a n t  a n d  s ta r v a t io n  s ta r e  th e m  in  

th e  fa c e  th ey  a r e  m o re  l ik e ly  to  f a l l  a n  e a s y  p r e y  to  th e  b e in g s  th a t  a r e  e v e r  r e a d y  to  

d e s t ro y  th em , b o d y  a n d  s o u l .  I t  i t  a  w e ll-k n o w n  fa c t , th a t  i f  a  w o m a n  “  f a l l s  ”  s h e  

h a s  fa l le n  fo r e v e r  a n d  i s  lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  p a s t  r e d e m p tio n . N o  m a t te r  h o w  m a n y  

sa cre d , s o le m n  p r o m is e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to  h e r , o n ly  to  b e  r u t h le s s ly  b r o k e n ; n o
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m atter how  m a n y  fla tte r in g  p ro sp e c ts  h a v e  b e e n  h e ld  o u t to  h e r  b y  h e r  sed u ce r, if 

sh e b ecom es th e v ic tim  a n d  y ie ld s  to  te m p ta tio n , s h e  is  lo st forever. N o  m atter, 

w h ere sh e g o e s  h e r  (?) s in  i s  s u re  to  fin d  h e r  o u t. H e r  d o w n w a rd  c a r e e r  is  rapid, 

an d  from  b ad  to w o rse  sh e  g o e s , u n til sh e  is  o n ly  to  h a p p y  to  e n d  h e r  s o rro w s  b y  her 

own han d.

S id e  b y  s id e  w ith  in te m p e ra n ce , th is  c r y in g  e v il  s ta n d s , c a r r y in g  a n n u a lly  to  dis­

h on ored  g ra v e s  th o u sa n d s  o f  th e fa ir e s t  a n d  b y  n a tu re  th e  b e s t  w o m e n  o f  o u r  land, 

an d  to the d o o r o f man is  la id  th e  m ain  c a u s e  o f  h e r  d o w n fa ll ,  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  with­

h e ld  from  h e r ju s t  re c o m p e n s e  fo r  s e rv ic e s  r e n d e re d .

W e d o  n ot d e n y  th a t so m e  w o m en  a d o p t  a  l i fe  o f  s h a m e  fr o m  c h o i c e ; b u t the 

n u m b er o f su ch  is  v e r y  s m a ll. W e b e lie v e , a ls o , th a t  th e re  a r e  th o u s a n d s  o f poor 

but v irtu o u s w o rk in g  g ir ls  th a t in  s p ite  o f  a l l  th e ir  h a r d s h ip s , th a t  w ill  d o  an yth in g  

h o n o rab le  e v e n  th ou gh  th e y  w o rk  in to  th e  s m a ll  h o u rs  o f  th e  m o r n in g  to  m ain ta in  

th e ir  h o n o r an d  v irtu e . W e d o  n o t w ish  i t  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  w e  a r e  c la im in g  th at all 
o u r  g ir ls  a re  b ad , no , n o  ! f a r  fro m  it. W e k n o w  h o w  h a r d  th e y  la b o r  a n d  we know 

how  m an y  w a y s  th e y  c o n tr iv e  to  m a k e  o v e r  c lo th e s  to  a p p e a r  “  d e c e n t  ”  in . W e 

ap p ea l to th o se  th at e m p lo y  o u r  g ir ls , to  d o  th e ir  p a r t  in  th ro w in g  e v e r y  s a fe g u a rd  

aro u n d  the “  w e a k e r  s e x  ”  b y  ra is in g  th e ir  p r e s e n t  w a g e s  s o  th a t  w h e n  th e y  perfo rm  

th e sam e la b o r  a s  m an  th a t th e y  s h a ll  r e c e iv e  e q u a l w a g e s .

I t  is  a rg u ed  b y  so m e th a t  o u r  g ir l s  o u g h t to  g o  in to  k i t c h e n s  a n d  d o  h o u sew o rk . 

W ell, th at w ill do  fo r  so m e o f  th em  th a t e n jo y  g o o d  h e a lth , b u t  th e re  a r e  th o u san d s 

th at a re  n o t p h y s ic a lly  s tro n g  e n o u g h  to  d o  th is  k in d  o f  w o r k . T h e s e  s h o u ld  n o t be 

o b lig e d  to  d o  it, b u t sh o u ld  h a v e  w o rk  a s s ig n e d  to  th e m  th a t  th e y  a re  b y  n atu re  

fitted  to  p erfo rm .

N o  m an  w o u ld  th in k  o f  h a rn e s s in g  a  ra c e -h o rs e  in to  a  c o a l- c a r t ,  n o r  a  c o a l-cart 

h o rse  in to  a  g i g ;  n e ith e r  sh o u ld  a  d e l ic a te ly  o rg a n iz e d  y o u n g  la d y ,  e s p e c ia l ly  fitted 

b y  n a tu re  an d  e d u c a tio n  fo r  s to re  o r  o ffice  w o rk , g o  in to  a  k it c h e n  to  p e r fo rm  the 

w o rk  o f  a  s tro n g  I r is h  g ir l .

W e b e lie v e  it  is  e a s ie r  to  p re v e n t  w ro n g s , r a t h e r  th a n  t r y  to  c o r r e c t  th e m  a fte r  

th e y  h a v e  b e e n  co m m itte d . W e  c a n n o t b e l ie v e  th a t  a l l  th e  e m p lo y e r s  o f  y o u n g  

la d ie s  w ilfu lly  w ish  to  s e e  th em  d e p a r t  fro m  a  l i fe  o f  v ir tu e , a n d  w e  fu r th e r  b e lie v e  

a ll tru e m en  w ill d o  a l l  th e y  c a n  to  c o rre c t  th e  g r e a t  in ju s t ic e  o f  w h ic h  w e  co m p la in . 

I t  m a y  b e  u rg e d  b y  so m e  th a t  th e re  is  n o w  s o  m u c h  c o m p e t it io n  in  t r a d e  th a t  th e 

e m p lo y e r  c a n n o t p a y  w a g e s  th a t  a re  ju s t  a n d  l iv e .  T h e n  w e  w o u ld  s a y , fo r  H e a v e n ’s 

s a k e  m a k e  a  b re a k  so m e w h e re , a n d  b y  u n ite d  e ffo r t  in  th e  c a u s e  o f  v ir tu e , r a is e  the 

p r ice s  o f  g o o d s  u n til y o u  c a n  a f fo rd  to  p a y  ju s t  w a g e s . I f  y o u  fa i l  in  th is , change 
your business and do something else where you w ill not be the means o f destroying inno­
cence.

W om en  c a n  d o  m o re  in  th is  re fo rm  th a n  m e n  ; th e y  c a n  u s e  th e ir  in flu e n c e  w ith 

th e ir  h u sb a n d s  in  th e  h o m e  c i r c l e ; th e y  c a n  fo r m  s o c ie t ie s  f o r  th e  p re v e n t io n  o f 

c rim e ra th e r  th a n  s o c ie t ie s  th a t  a r e  u s e le s s  to  th e  |  f a l le n  |  a f t e r  c r im e  h a s  b e e n  

co m m itted . W e k n o w  o u r  v o ic e  in  th is  d ir e c t io n  is  f e e b le  b u t  w e  w o u ld  b e  fa ls e  

to  o u r m issio n  i f  w e d id  n o t e n te r  o u r  p r o te s t  a g a in s t  th is  c r y in g  e v i l .
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a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  m e d i u m  o f  t h e  n a ­
t i o n a l  D EV E LO PIN G  CIRCLE.

H e a d q u a r t e r s  N. D. C., U . S. o f  N. A., 
Oct. 16th (1885), N. D. C. Year 2.

To the Officers and M embers o f the N  D . C., G reeting:

One year has passed since the birth of the N. D. C. Movement, and it becomes 
my duty to make an Annual Report of the work that has been accomplished. I am 
so worn out with hard work that I must be excused from making lengthy, detailed  
statements. T he movement commenced without a penny, and has been successfully 
carried on to date upon the funds raised by membership fees, contributions, and 
subscriptions to our loved exponent, Spirit Voices.

By examination of the following Financial Reports of the Receipts and Expend­
itures, you will find our exact financial standing. Hundreds of circles have been 
organized all over our land, and many hundreds of mediums have been developed by 
becom ing members of the N. D. C., and receiving its powerful developing influences.

Spirit Voices has now reached its eleventh number, and has never failed to 
reach its subscribers monthly before the month upon which it was issued closed. 
The N . D. C. is now in debt $337.15 for printing bills and rent. I most earnestly 
appeal to the liberal members of the N. D. C. for immediate help, by contributions, 
to clear up this old debt of the year, that we may stand square with the world. 
U n less our members respond to this call at once we will be under the necessity of 
temporarily suspending our magazine, for I am determined that this work shall 
stand clear of debt. If we are obliged to temporarily suspend Spirit Voices it 
will only be for such a length of time that the debt can be cleared by future N. D. C. 
membership fees, subscriptions to magazine, and contributions from members. 
T hose that “ love the appearing ” of Spirit Voices every month should bear the above 
in mind. Personally, I am laboring hard night and day, contributing every dollar I 
can obtain honorably to sustain the work; but the burden is heavy, when carried by 
m yself and a few other liberal friends. I do not feel that this is a begging appeal, 
but that I shall only be obliged to let our members know of the danger of the sus­
pension of Spirit Voices and they will immediately respond liberally to the call for 
help.

Spirit Voices should be published weekly instead of monthly, and I promise, if 
the debt is cleared before Jan. 1st, 1886 (N. D . C. Year 2), that it shall be published 
weekly, on and after that date. This would necessitate a change of form from a 
magazine to a four or eight-page paper.

Since the summer months have closed, the membership has gradually increased, 
and I have great hopes of the future.

No doubt the death-blow aimed at the N. D. C., in the shape of charges that our 
movement was inspired by Jesuit spirits, temporarily injured it; but since the time 
that the charge was made, we have had ample opportunity to prove its entire falsity 
in every respect

The N. D. C. movement is a distinct movement, rejecting only error and receiv-
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ing truth from any and every source from whence it comes. It recognizes all 
“ isms ” and creeds in the world where they claim that “ the world is my country and 
to do good my religion; ” also the honest endeavor of all religions upon earth to ar­
rive at truth, no matter how they obtain it in the end. I t will not “ down ” at the 
bidding of bigots, be they Christians or Spiritualists. I t recognizes the right of man 
to “ know himself,” and claims direct inspiration, through mediumship, from the 
Grand Architect of the Universe. I t recognizes m an as the Son o f  G od  and that 
he (man) is the noblest work of God in the Universe.

It is but an act of justice, before I close this report, to notice the liberality of 
Messrs. C o c h r a n e  & Co., our printers, for the interest they have shown in our work, 
and the confidence they have manifested :in the N. D. C. movement, by becoming 
its creditors for so large an amount of money. Every member should appreciate it, 
even as I do, and feel it their duty to assist in clearing up this just debt.

The work of another year is before us. May we be sustained in the future, as 
we have been in the past, is my most earnest prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
J a m e s  A . B l is s , ?

Developing Medium,
N. D. C. of U. S. of N. A.
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CONVERSATION UPON DEVELOPMENT OF MEDIUMSHIP.

BY JAMES A. BLISS.

Visitor. Good morning, Doctor. Are you engaged at present ?
D octor. Well, no, not just this moment. What can I do for you ?
V. Well, Doctor, I have had some strange experiences lately; my friends are 

much exercised and I am not a little worried myself. I have been a sceptic in re­
gard to Spiritualism; but lately a few friends of mine urged me to join them as 
they sat around the table, and I experienced some strange sensations.

D r. Well, I have a few moments I can spare just as well as no t; just tell me 
how you were affected, and perhaps I can give you a little advice that my long ex­
perience in developing mediums may make very valuable to you.

V  Ah ! thank you. I hope I shall not weary you, or take up too much of your 
valuable time. As we sat down to the table a few evenings ago and placed our 
hands upon it, it seemed ludicrous to me. There were large and small hands, all 
joined in a circle (to form a battery, suggested a lady by my side) and all the pecu­
liarities of each individual were shown by the shape of the hands. A lady began 
to sing a familiar air, and we all joined in the chorus. In a few moments I felt a 
cold breeze blowing over my hands, then I felt a prickling sensation from my finger 
tips, to my elbows, then my right hand began to beat the table, and to save myself, 
I could not stop it, for I tried hard enough to do it. One of my friends mildly sug­
gested she was “ impressed ” that I would become a fine writing medium. I said to 
her I thought it strange that I, such a sceptic, should become a medium. I took a 
pencil and paper from my pocket and all at once the pencil I held in my hand be­
gan to make marks. The paper was entirely covered with these marks, and while 
they were unintelligible to me, I noticed there was a singular, uniform appearance 
to them. Soon the influence left my arm and went to my head. I felt as if it was in a 
vise; my breath became short, and great drops of perspiration stood out on my 
forehead. I felt as though I was drifting away from the circle, and although I was 
in a conscious condition, I had no power to prevent the sensation. In a few mo­
ments I felt something like a hand placed upon my throat, and then my tongue 
was influenced and I was made to speak in a language I could not understand. 
Some present thought it was an Indian that was trying to speak through me. This 
lasted for about five minutes, and then I felt relieved of all this strange influence. 
Then it seemed to me that if I tried I could have prevented the whole thing from 
taking place. Now, what do you think of it, Doctor? Do you think I can become 
a medium ?

D r. By all means ; you are a medium now, and I think all you need is a few pri­
vate sittings with a good Developing Medium, and you will become a fine subject 
for spirits to control. The cold breeze you felt upon your hands indicates that you 
possess physical power, />., for rapping, tipping, and other electrical manifestations. 
The “ prickling sensation ” was the magnetism of the circle that found in you a 
good battery to operate upon. The motion of the hands was produced by spirits
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that sought to use your hands to write their communications to their friends in the 
circle. Your scepticism was no barrier, unless you had set your will against the con­
trolling spirits of the circle and sought to prevent the manifestations from taking 
place. In that case, in all probability, you would have found that the influence 
would have left you entirely. The marks produced upon the paper might have been 
produced by ancient spirits, and they might have been the first experimental mani­
festations of spirits to get control of the hands for future work. If you will sub­
mit the writing to a good psychometrist he will either interpret the writing, or, 
at any rate, explain what the spirits intended to write. If the characters were 
“ Ancient ” writings, you will do well to submit them to Dr. James Cooper, of 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, for he is one of the most reliable ancient writing interpreters 
in the world. He will sit especially for that writing and send you the result by mail. 
When the influence was felt in your head it is a sure sign that you would become a 
trance medium. If you ask how long it would be before you became entirely un­
conscious, I must reply it is impossible to inform you. I am well aware the spirits 
prefer the entirely unconscious medium to speak through, but they are not always 
able to accomplish that feat in one sitting. It takes time and patience to develop 
any kind of mediumship, and the more you have of the latter the better the spirits 
will like you. It is not strange that you felt that you could have prevented the 
manifestation if you had seen fit to do so. But let me warn you not to do it, for I 
have known many good mediums that have thus entirely destroyed their medium- 
ship. You should never trifle with the spirits, but on the contrary you should seek 
to make yourself as negative as possible to their influences, and when under 
control, you should seek to “ become as clay in the hands of the potter,” 
and leave the results with the controlling intelligences. You should always remem­
ber that when you sit down to a table to become controlled by spirits, that in re­
sponse to your request, hundreds of “ the gone before ” are by your side and that 
they are there for the express purpose of using you to communicate with their 
friends. The more negative you become to them the more positive and reliable 
will the manifestations of their, presence be given through you.

V. Thank you, Doctor, for the information. Do you think I could develop fully if 
1 had a course of sittings with you ?

D r. It seems as though I was advertising myself when I say to you : “ Yes, I 
would advise it,” but never mind if it does. I am here as a developing medium, to 
assist spirits to control their mediums, and I propose to do all I can for them. I 
think a course of six sittings would give you an opportunity to judge of the progress 
you make; and if you were not satisfied you could then discontinue them. I surely 
advise you to have the sittings if it is possible. If you live too far away, then I 
would advise you to become a member of the N . D. C., and sit at home when that 
circle convenes.

V. Strange, Doctor, that you believe it possible to transmit developing magnet­
ism to great distances with any kind of effect upon the subject.

D r. Not so strange after you think the matter over. Thousands of invalids 
have been cured of all kinds of diseases through magnetized letters, paper, and 
fabrics. Why is it not just as reasonable to assert that developing power be trans-
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mitted in th e  sam e m anner ? A nother evidence is, that hundreds of persons have 
tried the experim ent and have found out that it was true that mediums could be 
developed in th is way.

V. W hen can I com m ence sitting with you, and how often ?
D r. A ny tim e you see  fit. One or two sittings a week will be enough to com­

m ence with.
V. I sha ll com m ence at o n c e ; but let me assure you, Doctor, that I do not want 

to becom e a m edium  to  m ake money out of it, but more for my own satisfaction 
than anyth ing else .

D r . I w ould advise you to sit to becom e a medium, not for yourself, but for the 
sake o f others around that are now living in ignorance of a life beyond this. Make 
up your m ind to becom e the willing servant of the spirit-friends, and if they wish to 
use you th ey  will provide a way for you. A s for “ making money,” you will not be 
troubled w ith too much m oney, I assure you. You will find out if you are to be­
com e a m edium  for the spirit-world that you will be unfitted for other work and that 
you have a right to demand pay for your time. Yes, yo u r tim e l  that investigators 
use w hile sitting  with you. Spiritualists do not provide parsonages or churches for 
their m edium s, and you will find that you will have to look out for yourself. So 
g e t  over  your sensitiveness upon the money question, and those who come to see 
you w ill appreciate you better as a medium if you make it cost them something.

V. D o n ’t know but what you are right, after all. I shall give you a call early 
next w eek . A ny charge for this information ?

D r . Oh, n o ; remember I told you that I would give you this advice. If you 
w ant to sit with me, and thus take up my time, I assure you I shall charge you for it.

V. T hanks. Good morning.
D r.- G ood morning.

W ILLIA M  S. ROBERTS.

W e propose to give this man a free advertisement in this number of S p i r i t  Vote i s. 
H is  advertisem ent appears in the columns of the B anner o f  L ig h t as a materializing 
medium of New  York city. That his claim is a false one, we can prove by his own 
words under oath in the court room in Philadelphia, when he said there was no such 
th ing as materialization, and that he carried clothes to represent different spirits n ext to 
h is flesh  underneath his shirt. H e gave pretended exposures in one of Philadelphia's 
largest halls, and now claim s to be a materialization medium. We hope our ex­
changes will assist us in letting daylight in upon his fraudulent pretensions to me- 
diumship. We stand ready to make affidavit to the above any time when called 
upon to do so.

W e are pleased to note the success o f Mr. James R. Cocke as a medium. H e  
was developed by us in one sitting as a musical medium, although it was claimed by 
many prominent musical professors at that time that he had received many years’ 
careful musical training prior to his developm ent as a medium. Mr. Cocke at the 
time informed us it was false, and we believed him.
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PU B L ISH E R ’S N O TICE.
This Number of S p i r i t  V o ic e s  closes our first volume. A fter mature delib­

eration we have decided to make the November and Decem ber numbers complete in 
one issue. Our reasons for so doing are as follows :

ist. It is our desire to have our Volumes uniform in num ber of pages, thus,— 
32 X 12=384 pages per annum.

2nd. We desire to issue our January num ber before January ist. 1886, and 
believe by issuing the double number we shall gain time.

3rd. We desire, if possible, on and after January ist., to issue S p i r i t  V o ic e s  as a 
weekly paper, and we desire to know if our subscribers will stand by us financially so 
that we can make the change from a monthly to a weekly journal.

We hope every member of the N. D. C. will be interested in this notice and give 
us their opinions as well as their renewal of subscriptions.

J a m e s  A. B l i s s , P u b lish er  S p ir it Voices.

N. D. C. R EA D IN G  ROOM.

he following notice has been sent to a few of our first-class publishers, and will 
explain itself.

“ H ea d-q u a r t e b s  N a t io n a l  D ev elo pin g  Circle , 
718 Washington S t., Boston, Oct. 9th 1885.

To the Publisher: — The N. D. C. of Boston has leased a fine suite of offices at 718 Washington St., Boston, 
Mass., and have fitted up one of them to be especially used as a F r e e  R e a d in g  R oom . We wish to have your 
publication upon our tables, and will, in return for the favor, solicit by judicious advertising and notices, subscrip­
tions for the same. Hoping you will be favorably impressed with our offer, we remain truly yours,

J am es A. Bliss , Developing Medium, N. D. C.
N. B. Address all publications “ N. D. C. Reading Room,” 718 Washington St., Boston, Mass.”

Our commencement may at present be small, but we hope in time to establish a 
Free Reading Room that will be second to none in the country. N othing of a cheap, 
trashy nature will be allowed upon our tables, but works tha t are devoted to Science, 
Art, Education, Morality, Free Thought and Spiritual Enlightenm ent and develop­
ment of man will always be welcome. The rooms will be open free to the public 
daily, (except Sunday) from 9 A. M. to 5 P. M.

Members of the N. D. C. are specially invited to make use of the rooms. 
Subscriptions received for all the publications found on our list.
The following have responded to our request and are weekly or monthly repre­

sented :
Masonic.— Masonic Token, The Freemason, Comer Stone, The Masonic Chronicle, Masonic Home Journal. 
Odd F ellow ship.— The Companion and American Odd Fellow, The Odd Fellows’ Herald, The New Monthly, 

The Guide, Odd Fellows’ Advocate.
G rand A rmy of t h e  R e pu b l ic .— Veterans’ Advocate, National Tribune, The Soldiers’ Friend, Grand Army 

Scout and Soldiers’ Mail, Grand Army Sentinel.
K nights of  P ythias.— The Knight, The Knight’s Sword and Helmet, The Knights of Pythias Magazine. 
M iscellaneous Society  J ou rn als.— Camp News, American Mechanics’ Advocate, American Legion of 

Honor Journal, The Wampum Belt, Knights of Honor Reporter, Fraternal Record, The Brotherhood, St. 
George’s Journal.

Spir itu a listic .— Spirit Voices, Banner of Light, New York Beacon Light, Golden Gate, The Word, The 
Rostrum, Light for Thinkers.

Miscellaneous.— Popular SciAice News, The Alpha, Woman’s Exponent, The Art Union, Signs of the Times> 
The Naturalist in Florida, » ie  Future, Tidings from Nature, The Woman’s Tribune, The Investigator,
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The Laws of Life, The Worthington Advance, International Standard, Mind in Nature, The Bookmart, 
Dubuque Trade Journal, The Sociologist, The Altruist, Miscellaneous Notes and Queries, The Peace Maker, 
The Michigan Horticulturist, The Indicator, and American Analyist.

T h e se  papers w ill confer a great favor upon us if they will announce in their col­
um ns that their paper can b e  found on our tables and that we are duly authorized to 
receive subscrip tions for the sam e.

From  the S p ir itu a l O ffering  we quote the follow ing pertinent paragraph from a 
B oston  le tter  w ritten by that veteran exponent of our philosophy, Warren C h a se : —

I w en t to  the grand spiritual T em ple recently finished, and dedicated I suppose to 
th e  L ord, as one speaker said it was the Lord’s house, as other churches are called  
in  th is p ious city. W e were informed that Christ would speak in it through a med­
ium  n ex t Sunday evening, and at som e future day without a medium as materializa­
tion  w as to be com pleted  there at som e time in the near future. The services were 
a lm ost exactly  like those in m any churches in the city, except the operatic singing, 
w hich w as good  o f its kind, but the m eeting, two hours long, closed by Old Hundred, 
su n g  in the o ld  words, as directed by the spirit and sung by many in the large au­
d ien ce  ; a ll were requested to join, but I did not, as I could not tune my voice to those 
w ords. I t  is  a beautiful and costly tem ple, but I could not avoid thinking how  
strange it w as that Jesus, who had no better place to speak in than I did when I be­
gan  to lecture on  this philosophy, when I  spoke in shops and even in a sheep pen, 
barns, and once in a blacksm ith shop, should in returning (if he does) have waited 
for th is earthly tem ple, and have so changed (according to the record) that he now 
w as in full fellow ship  with the rich and their earthly tem ples. But strange events 
transpire, and it may be that these eventsm ay convince me that such a person 
d id  live  and was the Christ, or sixteenth crucified savior of mankind, of none of 
w hich  even ts I had found the evidence before, or have y et; som e things I know, and 
som e I b elieve on evidence that is sufficient to convince me, and in others the evi­
d en ce  is I  too thin,” and as my belief is involuntary I cannot be justly blamed for 
n ot believ ing . I could not avoid thinking as I looked on and listened to these late 
and new  converts running this grand tem ple, of the old poetical adage applied to 
learning, and which I change to Spiritualism, as fo llo w s:

“ A little Spiritualism is a dangerous thing, 
Drink deep or taste not this Pierian spring, 
Here shallow draughts intoxicate the brain 
But drinking largely sobers us again.”

I t  looked singular, to say the least, to see som e dozen or more of the old pioneer 
speakers and workers in this cause sitting in the audience and listening to two nov­
ice s  in the work, nearly an hour each, m ostly glorifying God for the glorious temple, 
and his presence in the second person in the holy trinity, but they explained it by 
the scripture passage about the glorious gospel that was to be revealed to babes and 
sucklings, etc., so  I saw the point. I am a learner, and there is much for me to 
learn yet, so I will keep on searching for new truths, and take them when they come, 
if  I can recognize them ; but I do not recognize Jesus yet, perhaps I shall when he 
materializes, if he looks like the C atholic pictures of Him .

The remarks of Bro. Chase are w holesom e and timely. T hose who have recently 
embraced Spiritualism, in their own estim ation know more of its teachings and the 
genius of the m ovem ent than those who have labored long in the field. T he old  
brethren are alm ost crowded off from our platform to make room for the new-fangled
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notions of novices. But soon the old ship will right itself, and then much that now 
goes under the name of Spiritualism will be thrown overboard.

We read in that excellent exponent of Spiritualism, L ig h t fo r  Thinkers, of the in­
auguration of Spiritualist M eetings in Atlanta, Georgia. D uring the month of Octo­
ber most successful meetings have been, held in Good T em plar’s H all. G. W. 
Kates, the editor of above-mentioned paper gave the opening address of the season, 
and was followed by Miss Laida Brown, under spirit control. T he hall was fairly 
crowded with earnest seekers after Spiritual truths, and the local papers gave ex­
cellent notices of the meetings. We trust that these m eetings so auspiciously in­
augurated, will meet with continued favor, and that the m edium s will be forth­
coming to make them a financial success. T he burden of carrying on our meetings 
should not rest upon a few, but should be shared by all who believe in our philoso­
phy- __________

P R O T E ST  OF M R S. B E ST E .

An article in the Boston H era ld  of October 8, 1885, received by me on the 13th of 
the same month, gave a long account of a Seance held in H artford on the evening 
of October 7, 1885, in which I was the medium.

My visit to Hartford was to fulfill an engagem ent made with Mrs. Jam es McManus, 
some months previously. It is unnecessary for me to m ention the contents of the 
many letters sent by these parties, urging my visit. I had no desire to see the place, 
went simply to fulfill an engagement.

The H erald  states that “ Mrs. McManus invited Mrs. B este to Hartford, believing 
that most of the manifestations were fraudulent. Mrs. M cM anus also states that a 

place was secured for Mrs. Beste at the residence of Mrs. H ouse on Trumball St. 
Mrs. McManus then joined with other ladies in arranging for (what she calls) the 
expoti. Mrs. House, with Miss Sadie Williams and Mrs. Wrisly, who reside with 
her, were in the plot, and watched the woman carefully during the day-tim e; they 
saw enough, as they thought, in her strange behavior to convince them that, while she 
was a good actress, she was at the same time a consummate fr a u d .”  Several seances 
(says Mrs. McManus) were held without interference; at the second seance two la­
dies criticised the spirit voices, and the medium im m ediately closed the seance. 
(It was near eleven o ’clock and time to close). “ T he ladies promptly joined Mrs. 
McManus ” (so reads the H era ld )  “ in her project, and the exposk was arranged for 
last night.”

I will state, as correctly as possible, the particulars of an alm ost fa t a l tragedy. 
On the occasion referred to, I entered rooms prepared for me. I do not remember 
feeling timid or uneasy; I was perfectly negative.

The so-called sheeting was a narrow strip of cheese-cloth, covering a fine copper 
wire to be used instead of taking hold of hands (as is customary in seances). The 
joining of hands is som etim es very unpleasant to sitters j so I made use of the cov­
ered wire to avoid the contact of h an d s; the muslin was to protect the delicate fin ­
gers of my sitters from contact with the wire. It seem s to me any one with a grain 
of common sense could not attribute protection to the medium as a reason for this 
fragile arrangement. T he room was crowded.
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T h e sitters were arranged in three rows, Mrs. H ou se at one end of the circle and 
her sister, M rs. W risly, at the other. T his was the front row. Mrs. H ouse attended  
to the sea tin g  o f her friends. I paid no attention to the kitchen door, though I knew  
it  w as c losed  to keep  the heat from us, there being  a warm place reserved (I  sup­
p ose) for the two stalwart men secreted there.

A fter  arranging everything as on the previous evening, Mrs. H ou se  co llected  the 
m oney for the s e a t s ; I cannot tell how much, for I never received it. A fter seating  
m yself in the cabinet, I soon went under control as I always do, and I have no idea  
as to  the tim e I so  continued. I was aroused by a great and horrible din ; it seem ed  
to  m e I w as in  the arms of great giants. I heard the words, “Jail ! j a i l ! fraud ! 
fraud ! W here do you get the voices ? How do you make them ? ” Then I seem ed to 
be sin k in g  down, down, with great and horrible heads bending over me. I next re­
m em ber that som e one placed a tumbler of brandy, or som e other kind of liquid, to 
m y lips and said, “ D r in k ! drink, quick ! ” I drained it, then I seem ed to rev iv e ; but 
the tum ult began again ; then I felt m yself sink down, d o w n ; everything was grow ing  
dark, and more liquid was given me. I cannot tell what transpired after this until I 
was in the depot.

I now  say to the Spiritualists of America and elsew here that I am a m edium, as 
m ost o f you have heard, for independent voices, both for singing and speaking; that 
in the past, before this alleged phase came, I gave seances in gas-light, accounts o f  
w hich have, from time time, been given by those who understood what they were 
w riting about.

I am entirely unconscious while controlled, and know nothing o f what takes place  
during these sittings. I have no voice (as friends o f years’ standing can testify) ex ­
cept for singing som e very sim ple a ir— am not what a sensib le person would call a 
m usician. I am not a linguist except under spirit control. I know nothing o f the  
Boston mediums, except that I hear that their powers are perfectly m arvelou s; and I 
would in no way, were it in my power (and it is not), injure them or the work carried 
on in ways so strange and incom prehensible to mortal ways, by powers unseen, and 
likely  to remain unknown until, in the great H ereafter, the m ysteries o f L ife  shall 
b e revealed.

I have only to ask, first that all spiritualists, and others who have had experi­
ence in spiritual laws as to the m ode in which the phenom ena are produced, to notice 
the mode adopted by my accusers to bring about the result they so  much craved.

I  j  a m  in n o c e n t  o f  a n v  f r a u d  or of any action on my part with intent to deceive, 
and in ray now norm al condition, I disavow every word that is stated in what is said  
to be my sworn statement, as published in the “ Boston H erald ,” and I declare the 
signature appended thereto not to be the signature that I would have m ade if in full 
possession of my faculties : therefore I make this renewed protest, and trust to many 
friends and guardian spirits to undo the m achinations of the enem ies, who so  sham e­
fully abused my trust in them and in the hospitality of the city  o f Hartford as exten­
ded to me, through the party who beguiled m e there.

M . E u g e n ie  B est e .
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 16th day of October 1885.

Ro bert  H utchinson, N otary Public.
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The B iddle of the American Spiritual Sphinx; or, The w Lo»t K e y 99 Found.
Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Occultists, Priests, Ministers, Patriots, and Men, Women and Children in every 

Nation upon Earth, are invited to solve this riddle. The true answer will bring to Earth Harmony and Everlasting Peace. 
(Copyrighted.) JFAUK13S A. B L IS S , J  Medium.

T H E  R ID D L E  O F  T H E  A M E R IC A N  S P IR IT U A L  S P H IN X .

T he A ncient M ythological Sphinx according to  Z ell’s  E ncycloped ia  was “ A  fab­
ulous monster, said to have had the head and bust o f a wom an, a  dog’s  body, the 
w ings of a bird, and the tail o f a  serpent. I t  w as sen t by Juno to punish the 
T hebans by propounding riddles to all passers by, and devouring a ll who were 
unable to interpret her enigm as. ACdipus, however, explained all her riddles, when the 
m onster im m ediately flung herself into the sea  and perished. T he form o f the so- 
called Egyptian Sphinx is  that o f a  w inged lion with a human head and bust, always 
in a lying attitude, whereas the Greek Sphinx is  represented in  any attitude which 
m ight suit the poet. T h e  E g y p t i a n  f i g u r e s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  u p  i n  
a v e n u e s  f o r m i n g  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  g r e a t  t e m p l e s .”  T h e  “ A m erican Spirit­
ual Sphinx ” presents its riddle for all to solve who are searching for Truth. N o  
doubt it will be a “ stum bling block ” to those that are “ w ise above what is  written.” 
T he riddle is  presented to all with the best o f in tentions and its solution  will bring 
to you know ledge of yourself as an individual and your relations to the Grand 
A rchitect o f the U niverse. T h is riddle you m ust so lve for yourself and no two 
answers will be alike. D o  n o t  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  “ T r u e  K e y ” i n  y o u r  a t t e m p t s  
to s o l v e  i t . A s helps to your own individual solution  o f it, I refer you to other 
solutions that have been given  that can be found in S p i r i t  V o ic e s , April N o ., p. 143; 
a very fine solution by M rs. W. H . R ich m on d ; a lso  the editorial upon sam e on page 
142 ; also Mr. W . J. C olv ille’s lecture upon page 117 ; also John H a ll’s  solution in  
July N o., Spirit  V oices, page 247. Our solution  o f th is grand riddle, which 
com m enced in the Septem ber number of Spirit  V o ic e s , with the article found on p.
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305, entitled “ M ediumship: the Key to the Kingdom of Heaven; ” the next was in 
October number, entitled “ M an; the visible manifestation of God in the Flesh,” 
found on page 342.
, We are well aware of the prejudice that exists against “ signs,” “ wonders” 
and “ mystery,” but we believe the signs given are simply helps to arrive at the 
bottom of the mystery of Life, and thus honestly present the Riddle to our readers 
and the world for their solution. We will publish in S p ir it  V o ic es  all solutions 
sent to us. Remember, it is not necessary that you should be strictly othodox as a 
Spiritualist to solve it. It is open to the whole world.

H ere is one sent us from across the water:

58 T oxteth St ,  D roylstow, Manchester, Eng.
To E d ito r  “ S p irit Voices :  ”

D ear Sir,—  Enclosed are some few words expressive of my conceptions of the 
N. D . C .’s Riddle, which you will please correct, and put to what use your best 
judgment may dictate.

That your labors may be crowned with success, is my earnest desire, as systematic 
development is very much needed. So many sensitive persons are constantly being 
ruined by irregular, promiscuous sittings, sitting at places which are detrimental to the 
higher development of spirit mediumship. I shall hail with gladness a summons to 
cross the Atlantic Ocean, that I may have an opportunity of cultivating a personal 
acquaintance with so interested and noble a band of workers.

Fraternally and Faithfully Yours, T om  R oscoe.

ANO TH ER RENDERING OF THE N. D. C. RIDDLE.

I n  ancient times, a promotion to a higher office, or an improvement in social posi­
tion, was accompanied with a presentation of a key, which, in early times, usually 
took the form of a cross; hence to be in possession of a cross or key was an indica­
tion of power, in some particular form.

Therefore the priesthood have clung most tenaciously to the sign of the cross, or 
key, by which they claim to have the power to admit souls to heaven, or prevent 
them entering therein.

This symbol speaks loudly of their prerogative in governing the inhabitants 
of the world, represented by the dark sphere surmounted by the cross, or key, which 
is above the dark sphere. The darkness of this sphere is a token of the ignorance 
and superstition which is supposed to prevail among the inhabitants of the dark 
sphere. The small white spot may be representative of a little true spiritual light 
among the inhabitants of the dark sphere, and will ultimately spread its waves of 
light to the outer circle of this dark sphere, when the cross will then fall from its now 
false position to its true position, namely, to the under-side of the sphere, when the 
darkness will be dissipated, and the tyrannical power of the dogmatic priesthood 
destroyed.

The priesthood have ever opposed freedom of thought, and a cultivation of scien­
tific investigation into natural, physical and spiritual phenomena, which is derogative 
to their despotic potency.

The large circle may be the symbol of the universe, or the earth’s inhabitants,
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The Biddle of the American Spiritual Sphinx; or, The “ Lo»l K e y ’* Found.
Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pvthias, Occultists, Priests, Ministers, Patriots, and Men, Women and Children in every 

Nation upon Earth, are invited to solve tnis riddle. The true answer will bring to Earth Harmony and Everlasting Peace. 
(Copyrighted.) JA M ES A. B U S S ,  J  Medium*

T H E  R ID D L E  O F  T H E  A M E R IC A N  S P IR IT U A L  S P H IN X .

T he A ncient M ythological Sphinx according to Z ell’s E ncyclopedia was “ A  fab­
ulous monster, said to have had the head and bust of a woman, a d o g ’s body, the 
wings of a bird, and the tail of a serpent. I t  was sent by Juno to punish the 
Thebans by propounding riddles to all passers by, and devouring all who were 
unable to interpret her enigmas. AEdipus, however, explained all her riddles, when the 
monster im mediately flung herself into the sea  and perished. T h e form of the so- 
called Egyptian Sphinx is that o f a winged lion with a human head and bust, always 
in a lying attitude, whereas the Greek Sphinx is represented in any attitude which 
might suit the poet. T h e  E g y p t ia n  f i g u r e s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  u p  i n , 
a v e n u e s  f o r m in g  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  g r e a t  t e m p l e s .”  T h e “ Am erican Spirit­
ual Sph inx” presents its riddle for all to solve who are searching for Truth. No 
doubt it will be a |  stumbling block ” to those that are |  w ise above what is  written.” 
T he riddle is presented to all with the best of intentions and its so lution  will bring 
to you knowledge of yourself as an individual and your relations to  the Grand 
Architect of the U niverse. T his riddle you must solve for yourself and no two 
answers will be alike. D o  n o t  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  “ T r u e  K e y ”  i n  y o u r  a t t e m p t s  
to solve it. A s helps to your own individual solution o f it, I refer you to other 
solutions that have been given  that can be found in S p i r i t  V o ic e s , April N o., p. 143; 
a very fine solution by Mrs. W. H . Richmond ; also the editorial upon sam e on page 
142; also Mr. W. J. C olville’s lecture upon page 117 ; also John H a ll’s solution in 
July N o., S pirit  V oices, page 247. Our solution  o f this grand riddle, which 
com m enced in the Septem ber number of S pir it  V oices, w ith the article found on p.
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305, entitled “ M edium ship: the Key to the Kingdom of Heaven ; ” the next was in 
October number, entitled “ M an; the visible manifestation of God in the Flesh,” 
found on page 342.
I We are well aware of the prejudice that exists against “ signs,” “ wonders” 
and “ mystery,” but we believe the signs given are simply helps to arrive at the 
bottom of the mystery of Life, and thus honestly present the Riddle to our readers 
and the world for their solution. We will publish in Spirit Voices all solutions 
sent to us. Remember, it is not necessary that you should be strictly othodox as a 
Spiritualist to solve it. It is open to the whole world.

H ere is  one sent us from across the water:

58 Toxteth St,  D roylston, Manchester, Eng.
To E d ito r  “ S p ir it Voices : ”
f  D ear S ir ,—  Enclosed are some few words expressive of my conceptions of the 
N . D. C .’s Riddle, which you will please correct, and put to what use your best 
judgm ent may dictate.

That your labors may be crowned with success, is my earnest desire, as systematic 
developm ent is very much needed. So many sensitive persons are constantly being 
ruined by irregular, promiscuous sittings, sitting at places which are detrimental to the 
higher developm ent of spirit mediumship. I shall hail with gladness a summons to 
cross the Atlantic Ocean, that I may have an opportunity of cultivating a personal 
acquaintance with so interested and noble a band of workers.

Fraternally and Faithfully Yours, T om R oscoe.

A N O T H E R  RENDERING OF THE N. D. C. RIDDLE.

I n  ancient times, a promotion to a higher office, or an improvement in social posi­
tion, was accompanied with a presentation of a key, which, in early times, usually 
took the form of a cross; hence to be in possession of a cross or key was an indica­
tion o f power, in some particular form.

Therefore the priesthood have clung most tenaciously to the sign of the cross, or 
key, by which they claim to have the power to admit souls to heaven, or prevent 
them entering therein.

This symbol speaks loudly of their prerogative in governing the inhabitants 
of the world, represented by the dark sphere surmounted by the cross, or key, which 
is above the dark sphere. The darkness of this sphere is a token of the ignorance 
and superstition which is supposed to prevail among the inhabitants of the dark 
sphere. The small white spot may be representative of a little true spiritual light 
among the inhabitants of the dark sphere, and will ultimately spread its waves of 
light to the outer circle of this dark sphere, when the cross will then fall from its now 
false position to its true position, namely, to the under-side of the sphere, when the 
darkness will be dissipated, and the tyrannical power of the dogmatic priesthood
destroyed.

The priesthood have ever opposed freedom of thought, and a cultivation of scien­
tific investigation into natural, physical and spiritual phenomena, which is derogative 
to their despotic potency.

The large circle may be the symbol of the universe, or the earth’s inhabitants,
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which shows rays of light and darkness, indicating the true position, or condition, 
of the inhabitants, some having a little more light (shown by the light rays) or knowl­
edge, while others are not so well enlightened, as shown by the dark rays. These 
inhabitants are to be enlightened by the influence of the N . D . C., which is to touch 
the outer and the inner limits of these dark and light rays.

The three links of chain placed upon a position of the rayed circle, shows the 
power of the priestly tyranny over portions of the people represented by the partially 
enlightened and the ignorant, as shown by the dark and lighter rays. The axe in the 
position of severing those links, may reasonably be sym bolical of spiritual medium- 
ship destroying the dogmatic tyranny of the priest by opening m en’s minds to their 
true relationship to the divine Fatherhood of God. This is indicated by the mag­
netic rays of light emanating from the axe, as it is in the act of seperating the links.

The sign of the square in the light inner circle, may point out the universal fra­
ternal relations of men and women of all nations,— the square always being a token 
of brotherhood.

The compass may be interpreted as a sign of the influence of true mediumship 
giving the requisite conditions of gaining knowledge of science, thus showing that 
mediumship will give the key whereby the ignorant may becom e possessed of that 
knowledge which will bring man to the conscious and incontrovertible relationship 
with Deity.

The eye, in the centre of the five pointed star, may indicate the never sleeping 
power of the almighty spiritual power, which, being set in the five pointed, or radi­
ated star, indicates the government of the earth sphere, by the power of spirit, seeing 
that the number five is an old sign of government.

When this is fulfilled then shall we have arrived at the grand climax, as is shown 
by the light sphere, being raised above the cross, when the inhabitants of the earth 
are ruled by love, the attribute of the eternal Father God, as shown by the sign of 
Venus. .  T o m  R o sc o e .

M agnetized W atches. —  Some very curious things concerning watches come un­
der a watchmaker’s observation at times. I remember a lady who used to bring me 
her watch sometimes as often as once a week —  it was either too fast or too slow with 
h er; while it hung up in the shop it ran as steady as the state house clock. I studied 
with that watch, and one day I came across som ething in an English horological 
magazine that opened my eyes. It was simply a little item saying that sometimes 
delicately-adjusted watches were affected by the temperament of their wearers —  af­
fected by personal magnetism. The whole thing flashed upon me in a moment. 
The woman’s watch was affected by herself. I found out that she was of a highly 
nervous temperament, but would at times suffer from attacks of despondency. The 
watch only recorded her temperament. When she was vivacious it went fast, but 
when she was in a low mood it went slow. Very often it is im possible to regulate a 
watch for some men by keeping the timepiece in the shop. There is some physical 
peculiarity about the m an; it may be his gait, his temperament, or an excess of bod­
ily electricity. In these cases I let the man wear the watch continually, and then 
regulate it to his peculiarities. Bodily electricity is very marked in certain persons. 
I knew a young watchmaker in whom it became so strong that he was obliged to 
give up that branch of the trade because it was found that he magnetized the del­
icate hair-springs. ” — Boston Commonwealth.
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jljttq ii H m t tg s  Jajm rim ^nL

Capt. M a t t  C l a r y , Controlling Spirit. E d w in  H .  B l is s , Spirit Amanuensis.
J a m e s  A . B l is s , Medium.

[By request of the spirit-band of the N . D. C., this department has been added to our maga- 
azine. The communications are given while our medium is in a deeply entranced, unconscious 
condition, and he must not be held responsible for the truth or falsity they contain.]—E d.

Cathcart T aylor.
L ike every square man, I am w illing to admit when I am convinced that I am 

wrong. I opposed m edium s when I was in the form, first, because I thought they were 
fra u d s; second, because I was paid by my employers to do it. I became convinced 
before I left the mortal form that the first reason was incorrect, and that the second  
was no excuse to offer for my outrageous conduct. I fought against the medium I 
am now glad  to control, and did my best to imprison him. I failed because he was 
in the right of it while I was all wrong. I never fully recovered from the remorse of 
conscience my acts produced, and when I fully realized the wrong I had done him, 
I could not rest nights. I wanted to go to him and make bare the vile scheme that 
I had been a party to ruin him, an innocent man. I heard voices around me every 
tim e I tried to go to sleep. T hey  said to me that I must make right that wrong. I 
refused to do so from sheer moral cowardice, and, as a relief from that terrible con­
dition, I in a moment of tim e blew  my brains out. I find in spirit there is no way 
out of this condition unless I com e back, and through him make these matters right. 
I fully confess that I knew before I passed away that he was innocent of all attempts 
to produce spirit m anifestations by fraudulent m eans. I wish now I had gone to 
him like a man and told him this before I left the form. I advise Lou and Phil to 
come out like men and help me make this wrong right before they come here. It 
will be easier. Lou and Harrison cut the hole in the floor themselves, and they 
know it. I knew it after the trial, but not before. My employers were not in the 
dark in regard to these doings. Come out like a man, Lou, and tell the truth and 
you will feel better about it, I assure you. Good night.

P eter  Ga n n o n .
It is now years since I entered upon my life as a spirit. I  know I was condemned 

by many persons because I hastened my departure. I do not propose to defend my­
self to-day, but I do propose to say I had as a spirit entirely outgrown earthly condi­
tions, and felt relieved when I had got through. I suppose some spiritualists will 
say when they read this m essage that I had better stay away because I do not say 
falsely that I was plunged into dense spiritual darkness by that act. I cannot help 
it if they d o ; I assure you that such was not my case. I found my dear spirit mother 
ready to receive me, and her welcome was m ost affectionate. I do not, however, ad­
vise others to do as I did, but would rather urge them to make the best of their con­
ditions until nature relieves them. N o doubt they will go into a happier condition 
in spirit life. I wish to be remembered to my friends in Kansas City, Philadelphia, 
New York and Boston. I think they will recognize me by this communication. 
Good-bye. _______ P eter.

T u n ie  D ensmore.
D ear F riend s,—  Father Densmore informs me that some of you would be pleased  

to hear from me. I am here for that purpose. I  want to send just one word to
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I  West Ingle.” We have not forgotten her kind assistance when we were in the 
Voice Band, and we assure her that our power in spirit is  not broken even if our 
“ Voice ”  is now silent. When father came here with us, we lost the great magnet that 
held us together as a spirit band, and consequently, the “ V oice” began to pine away 
and die. Auntie Sprague did her best to keep it alive, and we say G od bless her for 
i t ; but when it got out into selfish hands that thought to m ake it a paying thing, 
then it could not stand such harsh treatment, and of course died. W e do not con­
demn any one —  O, no. A child that is adopted by another is  not like an own child, 
and we could not expect any one to love the “ V oice ”  as father and his guides did. 
We are still at work, but we do miss our paper and the m eans to communicate to 
mortals. Good-bye. _______ T u n ie .

Adah Isaacs Menken.
Good evening. H ow little this world knows of the inner life o f mortals. Persons 

are judged by the outward appearance, and how often m istakes are made. I was 
judged as a person that lived for nothing but notoriety; but I assure you that was 
a great mistake.

I was a medium and a very sensitive one at that, and I was operated upon by 
the psychological power of spirits in the mortal form as much as I w as by those out 
of it. I lived an independent life and defied the world to interfere with my actions. 
I was a spiritualist long before I passed through the change called  death, and knew 
for a fact that I should return to earth life and com m unicate w ith m y friends. You 
may think from what people say of my record that my whole life w as that of gaiety, 
but I assure you that you make a mistake. I many tim es would sit down alone, and 
then the hollowness of my life would be so terribly dem onstrated to me that I would 
rush away into the whirl and excitem ent of life to drown m y m editations. I find 
that life in my spirit home gives me plenty of opportunites to  change m y conditions, 
and I cannot say that I am very unhappy. I  find much that I can do to assist others 
to progress out of their darkened conditions, and I find as often  as I assist others I 
progress myself. I feel that if mortals would be more w illing to  g ive spirits the 
credit of improvement over their former earthly conditions and surroundings, that 
they would not be so troubled with fear of ob sessin g  spirits. I know that I have 
not stood still in spirit since my entrance to this l i f e ; on the contrary I have moved 
steadily onward, getting rid of many of my old  earthly conditions that once made 
people think I was an unprincipled woman. Adah Isaacs Menken.

Mary Stearns.
“ Aunt Mary Stearns ” accepts the invitation to  use th is opportunity to say  a few 

words to her friends. I have watched with great interest the spread o f Spiritualism in 
Boston since I left my mortal body. It has m ade rapid strides, but it  grieves me not 
to see more harmony of action am ong the different b od ies o f spiritualists. Why is 
it not possible for all to lay aside their differences o f opinion on ce in  a while and 
come together at least once a year, and have a grand m eeting or convention as we 
did in days past. I only hint at this and hope the leaders o f the different m eetings 
held in Boston will take the matter into consideration. I think the b est tim e would 
be when the Ladies Aid Society have their M em orial Sunday. T hen  all can meet 
together and have a social reunion. I  am still laboring for you all, and I assure you 
that “ Aunt Mary ” will never do aught to intefere with the harm ony o f all. God bless 
you. “ Aunt” Mary Stearns.

M o t h e r  M c C a r t y .

W ell, good evening. God b less ye. Now, Mr. B liss, I  want to  have you write my 
message in good English, and not be particular to  spell the words as if I was Irish.
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I am glad to come, for I have a great respect for Captain Clary, and I think while 
such a fine gentlem an as he will take pains to take charge of this department of the 
magazine, that we as spirits should assist him. I am glad to know Mrs. Batchelder 
has consented to be editor, or whatever you call it. She is a good, pure woman, and 
will be an honor to it. I am glad I shall soon be able to speak for myself in Mrs. 
B liss’ seances, and I assure you that I shall always try to heal all the differences 
between people, rather than to aggravate them, as it seems now to be a rule among 
mortals. I  always brought Patrick up that way, and sure he is an honor to his 
mother. W ell, I ’ll not stay to stop others from coming, so I ’ll bid ye all good bye. 
God b less ye. Mrs. McCarty.

N. D . C. D EBT $367.15

W hat can you do towards liquidating the debt upon our movement? We pledge 
a collection from the Boston N . D. C. of $20.00 towards it. Can your circle do 
som ething in this direction ? N ever mind if the amount is small and if you are only 
individual to send it. Send it as soon as possible. We pledge ourselves not to 
“ beg ” again if you will aid in squaring this account. D o all you can for us and at 
once. A ll contributions will be acknowledged in Spirit Voices as fast as received.

What does this Mean ? —  The following advertisement appeared in the Banner 
o f L igh t, October 31st:

“ The working Union o f Progressive Spiritualists. — A reunion of the members and 
friends of this society will be held at the Ladies’ Aid Parlors, 1031 Washington Street, 
Boston, Monday evening, November 2nd, at 7.30 o ’clock. A ll friends of the Har- 
monial Spiritual Progression are invited to be present.

I Per order the Secretary.”
If we are not greatly mistaken, this society, of which M. S. Ayer, of “ M. S. Ayer 

Temple ” fame, was president, laid the corner stone of the M. S. Ayer Temple and 
were presented with the new grand temple by that gentleman. Why is it that the 
society are compelled to go outside and hire a hall to hold a reunion when so many 
vacant rooms are to be found in the Temple ? Things are getting mixed, decidedly, 
and we wish somebody would straighten them out for us. If we are not mistaken, 
the society known as “ The Working Union of Progressive Spiritualists” was incor­
porated under the laws of this State, with Mr. M. S. Ayer as president ? If “ The 
Working Union of Progressive Spiritualists ” is  not connected with the “ M. S. Ayer 
Temple,” then please inform us what is the legal name of the society that now occu­
pies the “ M. S. Ayer Temple ? ” The reason we ask these questions is that the so­
ciety known as “ The Working Union of Progressive Spiritualists ” was originated 
and organized in our seance room, and we are trying to keep track of its wanderings 
since it left that place.

The advertisements of our Boston mediums that appear weekly in the Banner o f 
lig h t are as thick as “ flies in the Summer time.” The investigator that fails to be 
suited should “ go west.”
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1 7 ^ 1  W f t « d  a e M i - H o l t .  T h e  i f e k  2  s e a a c c  at $ 5 a  e  a s k s :  1;  a d  s k  i p i  a a d  i M ,  
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* M r - i n — j  a c  j i i i r i p n i i a w » g g  h e l a s r a a t  H e n r i w w .  a t  S o o t h  P a s a a e s z .  atm : la r tir r  

ib  W . L n t o C ,  t h e  o c b b o  a— a g a ^  a n k e c  a t  S a n  ( W h i H  a n  T a e s c z x .  a c c g a g a a e d  h r  M l  
i f a d o K t  n c  h a t ih u  tr h r  h a s  c h a c g e  a  s h e  n s z c m i a  c a G r r z B S z r j . M r . M -  s  f r o m  T r  
X -  EL  l a  h e  j u d i i  i f **b  I r h a w i  w x  H r . JE. J .  D s s t  a n d  i k ,  a n d  M i s .  G if t r a t ,  t i n  
dbu^faSesL M l  U k b e  a ca s a  jea tiin E i m e r c h a n t  I / k g W E . a n d  i s  h e r e a a r  h s  h r a h h , M r s . G U b e st  
s  s  h r  s a p n a a  ^ ' y .  h a r h y  s a g  t h r e e  j o b s  h  o p e n .  T i n s  f a a n r  iz c s a a d  s p e m ir k c  t h e  v i m  
■  h a  A a p r c s .  a n d  a c  a c e s e a i  h a a c  r e n a s  a t  n e  I M b a f e c f c  M a c k /*

W e  l a m  M a c a l  a s  a n  r e a d e r s  a a E  h e  p ic a a e d  t o  f a r o w t h e  a rh eL e a b c im s  a f  t h e s e  r a r s e g  w n c h s s  
i i o r  o n e .  M r s . I t e r a a :  h  a n  a d a e  a j a n e a c  a f  o p t  p h a k s a p i rc, a a c  M r . D L  a o r  a a a r  a e a g s  t a g  
f r e e s  h a i d a f i  a t  t h e  JC ear F T n ia p r h a c  S a n e  l a n n i r i i i n  a f  S g w a t e f i f e .  W e  a a c e k  h o p e  t h a t  
M e  W a r  a d i a f  S m a r n  C a S a r m a  a i l  rn r a ffg  1 1j  a e s a a re  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  M r . D s a a .  a a d  t t a c  h e  
wM  i c u i r i  t r  n s  i t  M e  H ir h f  i M  r e n e w e d  l i g e c .  a a c  r s a d r  a s  e v e r  i a  s h e  p a s s  a s  2a h o r  h r  th e  
a M ca a o B a K to  a f  S p n a a iB a B . M is .  G ilb e r t  a s  a  m o s t  a d t n r s c  s m r ^ r  a n d  a  p ^  h r ;  fad b p . W e  h s s e  
t o  — n  h e r  a c  a n  s w a m r g a sh s i n g f  a n a i a r  p a r  W e  h o p e  t h e  o r ir p  tz n x D x  h zre  a  m a s:  
y iii ■< n f  m a a a sL

Ml  a a i Mrs I r i r r  Ja d b ia  H ans have m in  riom * tc 4? CjarenoaL Se_ Boston. wimiS he 
p j e a s e c  t: receive calm s praieaEBaaabL M e . H bvb s  a  m as? v o n d e s h C  s e e r .  The Bracks fiac h e  
la s  seanea wdE ever same as a hsanf. utrmnmgn: be the new aylu-nmal iTupi k  11 "h i

1*- C - M ilk  i s  v e s t  k s o r  h  r a r i n g  m  h c i a s b i  H e  d i o d f  h e  h e p  v e r r  b a r  a l l  a  M e  t im e . 
2 2 k  a M b e a t  it S a q g g ic . C a s s r  G o ,  Jfcr t r w r H

£  W_ E auH iiiV  cBpapeneacs h a  D eoeehcr ace a s  M in a  r M e 6ch M d h h e a d . M aas.; r m  
Amestmrr. Maas : atex an t r-iL . J n ^ io e n a -  L  L  H k n o n ^  s m : 1 capaD S t- M » r ^ » T  v  H

T a  f e s  T asz T x zt b  fw e r a  <35 C Saaa R x r )  aor Qcl 17 tetIihs Me S fe n fs  Report ir Me 
Xnnx Audol Conpess tl MeXabeanC TJhr.nl T r-^gar, head att Qewehmd. Ohaii Oetcfim  %  ar and 
SL JJsa  a x  a s t a h e  hyMe Haa. A ,M  Madia, ti aa *CaaBaarnli r f  J r T ^ a ; *  *  A a  Ô pea Zj s m s  

as Mgs. CapcC ia  * M e lM a ,T as Me a h ia s  o a e n s ; *T h r Asm ai Iff a /  k  G . L  Mac- 
flncaiL- f a s f  a a s  a n d  M e n a n a s  e a r  h r a g  a m aM sa ia Wear Hampshire - mfi *Sh h ofl 
AhanMiaaT’ k  W. H. t a e e . OMrr arachs are, * E 1 BdBeaedas Y aa n ja ii  a a r ^ y
aqgahr a o M f  af t&s M a t a a s  7 JhrtraT CM »; Xmss, I n r w  anas C ir j i y f A i #«_ S is- 
a a q M s o p n a e a f  I k  T i m  f m i x .  f  3 p e r  a m .
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OUR LETTER-BOX.
C i i l F O C f i L — — -Mrs.  T- R  G r e e n e  u r i e s .  *  -  r V r .r '- v e  ix  B cg ro r  xc ca*-

j w o i f  fe a s s  a  J iccm res a a d as a & c e ^  t k  w e  r e a d  t i e r v i a  reg a rd  k > d e B p u jo E A t d  ac. S h u t  
V o i c e s  a a c  A c  B-emmer i f  U gkL , a a d  a r e  t o t  p z s s f s i  fk r  A e s e  r q w r x . A ct a r e  a g e  e r a se
e r x i- . t o  i» a n g  p r e se n t. a a c  tzscscm ig  so  t i e  s o t i t t F r c r r t s  se n tim e n ts  a s  t i e r  zraxc t i e  l r »  c e  o bt  
g E se d  k o B t r s .  I  t x t  c  l i e  3 fle ssa § c  D q a r s a t  a  g r e a t a o t S o a i  ; o  S p ir it  V . ? i ; a ir t  I  1 .  . t 
t i e  m e  w£& s o o n  c o k  w i e a  #w r ^T«r w*tgmame « S  b e  d o u ftie  i t s  p r e se n t s ic e  S b a j  r e n e w  anr 
s n ie c ip t ic iB  v i e s  l i e  T ear d o s e s  a n d  s~h?T~ tr r  arw? in d u c e  c r ie r s  t o  S B b e c tS ^ ^

- S w  Bwemuszta^ars-— A . C o s s o d  i d e s :  * I i  a d A A n  s o  ‘ H o e  t t  S e a n K  a  M e d E m /  I  b a r e  
t t - d a T  r e f e r r e d  a  c o p r  a  S p i r i t  V o i c e s ,  a  g t o c  d e a l  s r  A r c  t w r x n c  e s m p s ,  a i d  t z d iin g  f o r  a t  
l e a s e  a p p r e c a c r r e  a c k n o a ie d g m c a E  a d d E tio o a L . I  w a s  s o n i c :  o r T r n e c  s o  t itT .L  d i e  X .  D . C  i a c  
r z t b c r  a  s tr r c z z  j e a n T ig  t o w a r d  lB T s t i ic a t ia m , w b i:  3 s s  s i t l i o I s a n d  c e r e m o n ie s *  a n t  a l s o  f b a r  ^
w a s  r ia T n f n g  a  g o o d  d e a l  f o r  k s e j f  a s  a  c e n t r a :  c a a o ’d ld z ig  p o w e s^ , "din t i e  e a r n e s t  s p ir i t  d i s p j a p e t  o  
S p t z J T  V o q c e s  j e a n s  a c  s o  t d in k  f b z r  ymn f i e e 1 s a c  t o b  a r e  b ix u d x q g  o s  a  s o l i d  f o w n d a t io n , a n d  I  
f c f lp e  i  5 s  s o .  T i e r e  a r e  t w o  r e a s o n s  f o r  s t  h o c  j o f in k ig  t i e  X .  D .  G ~  T i e  f r s i  5 s  I  b a s e  a i m s  
f c k  t b a t  I  a m  u n d e r  c o a r o i  < x  a  p o w e r  t i a t  B a r k s  a t  s r r  a a n c  * i r  m?9 aaud j e a d s  o e  w in d ie r  a f  
w 5 IL  I  s i  s It o s  t o i l  t i a t  I  b a r e  a  f e c i a l  v c c i  t o  d o  S e e  v i n c a  I  a x e . b e i n g  p r e p a r e d , i  a m  a n  
e a r n e s t  a a s d r e r  d  T i m a s  P a in e ,  a n d  a e d  d c s t f r  t i e  w r o n g  a n d  x o g ta o n a r d e  i d s  s o m c t  i a s  
s n a e r e d  a t  t i e  b a n d  t d  a  p e o p l e  w i ©  s n t r o j d  b a r e  d q  £ r  r  d i n -  T h e r e  a s  n o  s p ir i t  a n  i e a s e n  o r  
e a r d b  a b a s e  m d d ia r  I  w o u lr d  r z t i e r  d e r  t i a x  i d s . — t i e  c b a n p a o B  «  h u m a n  l i b e r t r .  I  b a r e  s e i t  a t  
t i m e s  u n d e r  i d s  a n e r d  — o r  a c  j e s s t  a m b n s d  w h h  i d s  sp r r r . f r o m  a  p o w e r  o c t s d s  o f  s n s e d — t i a t  i s .  
“ c a n g i c  n p  5m > t i e  a n r d  h e a r e a *  of p a c n a d s a .  a n d  T h o m a s  P a in e  a c  s a c k  t i m e s  w o n u d  w e a r  t i e  
p e r s o c iu fe r d  g e n i u s  o f  I n e r t r .  L a  t i n s  n > t  X .  D .  C .  a n d  m r y s e n  a r e  u r n w iim  r — a n n r a i n  c c  t h a t  
a o i u e  s tr o l w h o s e  M e t  * T i e  w a r id  i s  tdj o o n a r r .  a n  d o  p x  n r r  n ^ p w . '  5 s  w o r tr n r  t o  b e  i n s e r s e d  
a n  k c a f c  o f  g n e  < ■  g r e r r  s p r i t i a  e a y k  a n  l i e  l a n d .  H t  n r i r r  r r a n v n  t r r  i r x  j r n u f r ^  j t t r  r r r i r  
5 s . I  w i s h  t p  d o  a l l  I  c a n  t o  a t d r a n t e  t i c  e w e  l w i T I r ,  a n d  n r r  t o w b *  b e i n g  j k a h e d .  w e r e  I  a n  p le d g e  
t o j s d r  a n  A c  X .  D -  C -  I  f e a r  k  w c o u d  f i n e  tcj l f i g j  V i- f o r  f c im r  w e e k ,  t i e  u n s e e n  c a k e
g i e  n c  a s s u r a n c e  A s c  k  w -r c u d  a o c  b r  g i v i n g  n e  c m a i i c  p o w e r  « •  w e a k  v t t i _  T i e  G dde* O rsc. 
a m  G p R s a !  paper o n  ta x is  c a n s ,  i s  d n o & g  g r e a c  g o o d .  i t  a c c e y s  5 a  z k n c  a n d  l i e A  ep a sd c t i e  g o o d  
in  a L  and an aneet A c  ‘demands o f A n H ig  people, g a i a l T  Thau-rnp- Aem  br i s  kadhr
s c o r  e  ar * p r o v e  a X  t h in g s  a n d  b e n d  i a s :  t h a t  w n k i  5 s  g o o d '  I ^ a l  S e d  x i c s e c e L  k  A e A o r e c c  
t i e  X -  I X  G .  a n d  n s i  a n  t p r i r  guidance a n  a n  a b a c  i s  b e s t  a n  t i e  Trig-r*r- I  a m  a  w id o n r  a n d  a m  
j n s c  lo n lT u g  a n  i t  n e x t  pear e d n s a a g  ax a n d e b B e o n e e s  m a r r e d  in  A c  e d u c a t io n  o f  a  s o n  a c  T e n e t s n  
M e a fic a u  C o S ^ g e , a n d  o n i e i  wa&e a s s is t i n g  n r  t t m i  j  a n  s a k e  A e n s e b c s  a £ A e j f c i i  a n d  1  k y e  a  
b e i i e n :  a n  t i e  c a n a n a d x  a n d  a s  I  S e e  t b a c  I  m u s t  b e  j n s :  b e f or e  g e n e j o n s .  I  a r id  b e  t im e  a c  j i r n r i r  
o m n n t B g  n r r s e it .  o r  a s  k a s  w a x  S a r k i w c s  w o a s . T

S c t t t e e m  A s s y i t n o s  o f  S ? t u r r  i i ^ r s — A i  d k e  amnia* m e e d iz g  t €  t i e  S w i A e a  A e n o c ia t i o n  
i f  S ) ir r ta lk s , befid ac A tam a. Georgia. Angimt s 8 ^  t ie r  m a hod tr  frifita'ane t i e  A in r- 
cjgtiA  aannremacj o  lb d r T  Spnim ans a  w  a  grand i t niw a  ac T nmii ■ 'Mr, £ t.  an com m ence 
H a rd  A  and CDetinne d ^ S  d w .  Vfce le a d  sncietT ac lo o in tiB e  are m ating genenons prepasa- 
twa s . baring reined  la A A ia L g  HaH. ssensang note, raoex. preparing a  cnoir and engaoug tree 
jf  T flin m p n ?  f a r  ty r a lT T F  a m d  n n d k a s . c c .  i t  in s e c s  A a t  w a r  A s n e c a t i a n  T r a L e  t i n s  
mrmng a  great success- V e  need n n a e r  w  secure A c w w m acr  menimus and speakers, i n  
•uroKT m  b e  able a n  do  s% A n  appcaC In tout afiKHaiiuc as made. RSm atfm  min’ c jmmr mamma aar 
o o n W 7  o o f  4 b r  a n n f  n e  ^  w  otdosr9 o a f  /aUrr o f  w u ia a e r  o O v  dna rrS iw  p n  o m l  S t a g e  

new mranaiiers m  A e  Jn M c k in n  a n t  co&cts A t  annua*! use k  one f a l a r  dm m  X*r no t d^igr,
f a r  A e  m z a n s r  f a u n s  a c e  n e s d e c  a c  a r r , , .  a n  o r d e r  i n  p t » i L p  a e c c m g e m e n tE . T k  a n f n n a w i r  o f  
jlE zriends is  caenendr boped  S o . F lease xrotcr us o f A c  n a irfrrT of j* " ™ *  we s a r  b a n
v p i r  o c a lE T -  A d d r e e s .  s h i e s  f a H i s i a l i ^ .  S I  " T _ iT ji^ a g L  N e r r ^ a - r .

A d a n a .  G s l
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S W IF T -A R R O W *

[Poem read at Queen City Park, Burlington, Vt., at the Benefit Entertainment tendered by the Association to 
Mr. Joseph D. Stiles, of Weymouth, Mass., by his friend, Dr. H. B. Sto rer , of Boston.]

When clouds are dense, and all the heavens above us 
Seem a black vault, from which the night com es down 

To wrap the earth in sombre shades of sadness,
And symbol only God’s eternal frow n;

Our paths are darkened as the day-time glory 
Fadeth from mountain, valley, stream and lake,—

And creeping slowly, all our way uncertain,
W e cling to earth for very safety’s sake.

But when at length the clouds are slowly lifted,
And thro’ a rift the bright-eyed stars shine out,

Our feet, once more in paths of safety guided,
Bring us away from darkness and from doubt.

“ Swift-Arrows ” fall from out the star-lit spaces,
Unto the night a softened splendor b rin gs;

W hile from the gloom of myriad darkened places,
A radiant light from shore and lake upsprings.

So to the saddened hearts of mourning mortals,
When clouds of grief shut out the lights of heaven,

The way seem s dark, and night obscures the portals 
Of that bright world, from whence all help is  given.

|  Swift-arrow,” then, withdraws the sable curtain 
That hides the Immortals from our mortal sight,

Revealing to us glorious constellations 
Of living souls, radiant in spirit-light.

Then from the darkened minds and sombre-hearts 
Responsive gleam s of bright-winged hopes arise,

And sweet affections glow with old-time fervor 
Towards soul companions in the upper skies.

Along the confines of the spheres immortal 
W e walk in twilight, while the star-eyed host 

Calmly come forth in still-increasing beauty,
To greet with welcome those who need them m o s t;

And sprinkled far beyond our human seeing,
The constellations of the b lest stretch on,

The numberless —  the glorified —  the m ighty —
W ho in all time from this our world have gone.

B lessed are they who bring unto our knowledge 
T he living presence of this countless throng,—

The spirit-messengers and mortal mediums 
W ho bring us gladness for our evening song.

• Thq Indian control of Mr. J. D. Stiles.
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A R B IT R A T IO N .
10. To advocate that all wars shall cease, and that all quarrels shall be settled by arbitration ; and 

that “ as ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so to them,” should be the rule to guide 
us in all our work upon earth.—Objects N ational D eveloping C ircle..

We clip the follow ing from The Peace-M aker, and endorse every word it contains:
W e live in an age of general activity and .restlessness. This is true in every de­

partment of human endeavor. In the last two decades more discoveries have been 
m ade in the scientific world than during any period of centuries in the mediaeval ages. 
In every direction, the race, stimulated by new impulses and led by original and inva­
sive minds, is casting aside the bondage of the past, loosing the fetters of tradition 
and asserting the inalienable birthright of freedom in personal opinion. We may 
call this general impulse in the endeavor to throw aside all that the race has re­
ceived  from mere authority, a revolution, an uprising and revolt against the rule —  
nay, quite the tyranny or bad rule of the past.

It is said that “ revolutions never go backward.” If this is true, and then if they 
widen in their sweep, the revolution that has now commenced in the world must be 
very far-reaching in the sweep of its final practical results. N ot only must the 
thoughts of the race be revolutionized, but its institutions must as well. The politics, 
the civil institutions, the state, the civilization, must each feel the new power, yield 
to the impulse, and becom e conformed in its nature to the spirit of the new endeavor.

According to the laws involved, the effect of the overturnings will be the greatest 
and m ost marked where the authority of tradition has been most powerful and un­
questioned. And no one will probably question that this has been in the direction 
of war, civil law and theology. And so the revolt will in the final sweep be more de­
structive to these than to those things which have stood less specifically on mere au­
thority and tradition.

In relation to law, it is well known that there is a wide-spread distrust and dissat­
isfaction amongst the people. T he delay in the courts, the heavy costs incurred, the 
uncertainty of the law as derived from the obscurity of precedents and decisions 
founded not in reason and right, but in som e party or state p o licy ; the machinery 
and technicalities of the law, the unreliable character of the action of juries —  in 
fact, their total incom petency and unfitness for the duties involved, owing to want of 
mental and moral training, together with the known cunning and trickery of the bar, 
and the influence certain members of the bar may exert over the minds of judges,—  
have generated alm ost universal distrust in the civil courts, causing the people to 
look about for som e more speedy, certain and satisfactory method of settling the un­
fortunate disputes and differences which arise i® the very imperfect state of our 
society and civilization. And in the condition of general dissatisfaction, the tenden­
cy of the age is to look to arbitration as a substitute for the courts of civil law.

Of course, arbitrators will have the finiteness and infirmity of human nature; but 
they can be freed from the embarrassments which hinder the courts by the force of 
mere precedent and the authority of very conflicting decisions. The courts have 
never aimed, startling as the idea may be, to make their decisions conform to exact 
equity and morai right; but have in numerous instances disregarded these, to pursue 
some local and temporary expediency. Then the decision reached became authority 
as a precedent, when applied to facts dissimilar in character; and this state of things 
has gone on till the general dissatisfaction mentioned above now prevails in the bet­
ter circles of the public mind.

Now, if courts of arbitration should become prevalent, there would be many impor­
tant advantages over the civil courts, now almost wholly guided by technical rules 
and the precedents of decisions. Am ong these advantages may be nam ed:

1. All arbitrary technical rules will be totally disregarded, considered as means of 
delay, or as means of reaching decisions.

2. Laying aside these arbitrary rules, the sole purpose would be to do exact justice
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and equity to all the parties in interest, uninfluenced by d ecis ion s m ade upon a dif­
ferent state of facts and made to m eet som e supposed p olicy  o f the tim e.

3. The delays which are often so disastrous in these civil courts, which, in many 
instances, are so corrupting to public morals.

4. Much of the millions given annually to attorneys could  be saved to the people. 
There are about fifty thousand attorneys in the U n ited  States. If each one, on an 
average, makes annually $1,000, the cost to the people, in this respect, is $50,000,000.

5. In many instances, the differing parties m eeting be'fore the arbitrators and talk­
ing over their differences in an amicable spirit, w ill com e to term s of settlem ent, even 
without arbitration. And thus the people would learn forbearance and thoughtful­
ness, and the general tone of society would be elevated.

6. The spirit and manner of the arbitrators in settling  differences w ould cause 
persons to think over the rights of others as well as to think of their own supposed 
rights, thus begetting in the public m ind a spirit of conciliation, and not a spirit of 
contention, tending to strife and litigation. And the thoughtful reader can pursue 
the subject and find more advantages in arbitration over litigation . J. M. W.

I n the January number of Spirit  V oices we shall publish a finely written article 
from the pen of Prof. W. L. Thompson, entitled |  Som e R ecollections of a Mining 
Camp in Nevada.” W e are pleased to inform our readers that Prof. Thom pson will 
shortly become one of our regular contributors, and we are certain his contributions 
will be appreciated by our members.

V ictor H ugo says, in the Annales Politiques et L ittera iries: T he butterfly is the
caterpillar transformed, but it is still so much the caterpillar that every part of the 
creeping creature is, on examination, found in the winged creature: yet so complete 
is the transformation that, to appearance, it is a new creature. So, in  our life be­
yond the grave, we shall not be bodiless sp ir its: such a term conveys no form to be 
reasoned upon. What could a life be without organs of life ? W hat is a personal­
ity without form defining and fixing it ? W e shall probably have another body, ra­
diant, divine, and, so to speak, a#spiritual transformation of our earthly body. ” —  
L . Spiritism e.

SP IR IT  V O IC ES A  M A G N ET IZ E D  M A G A ZINE.

M r . E d it o r .—In October number of Sp ir it  V o ic e s , there is a short item in regard to S p ir it  
V oic es  being a magnetized paper. Allow me to say that S p ir it  V o ic e s  is magnetized, and strongly 
too. I caught it up this morning and took off the wrapper, and as I held it in my hands a thrill ran 
through my frame like an electric shock. Whoever takes Sp ir it  V o ic e s  in their hand for five min­
utes, and does not get a shock from the spirit forces around him, or her, is not in a proper condition 
to recieve messages from the spirit world; but whoever does receive said shock or feel the least un­
easy sensation is a proper person to become a Spirit Medium of some force, and right soon too. 
There are other publications that are magnetized, but none compare with Sp ir it  V o ic e s . If a 
person trying this experiment does not get the shock at once let him sit alone when it is quiet and 
read the contents for 15 or 20 minutes, and pay attention to what he is reading, and to nothing else, 
and he will get news from over there, or else he is unaproachable to a streak of lightning.

Yours, J. W. D ennis, 120 Thirteenth St., Buffalo, N. Y.
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B b l iv d e r e  S e m in a r y .— W e  ta k e  g r e a t  p le a s u r e  in  r e c o m m e n d in g  th e  B e lv id e r e  S e m in a r y  to  a ll 

p a r e n t s  in  s e a r c h  o f  a  l ib e r a l  s c h o o l f o r  th e ir  c h ild r e n . T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  th is  in stitu tion  in ch a rg e  

n e e d  y o u r  a s s is t a n c e . S e c t a r ia n is m  w o u ld  c r u s h  it  o u t  i f  p o ssib le . L ib e r a ls  sh o u ld  g iv e  it their  

p a t r o n a g e .  W e  w o u ld  c a ll  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  a ll  o u r  r e a d e r s  to  its  c ir c u la r  p rin te d  b e lo w : —

T h i s  in s titu t io n , e s t a b lis h e d  in  1 8 6 7 ,  is  lo c a te d  a t  B e lv id e r e , W a r r e n  C o u n ty , N e w  Je r s e y , tw e lv e  
m ile s  fr o m  D e l a w a r e  W a t e r  G a p .  T h e  fo llo w in g  a r e  s o m e  o f  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o ffered  its s tu d e n ts : 
I t  is  m o s t  f a v o r a b l y  lo c a te d  in  r e g a r d  to  h e a lth fu ln e s ?  o f  c lim a te  a n d  b e a u ty  o f su rro u n d in g s. It  is 
e a s y  o f  a c c e s s  b y  r a i lw a y ,  b e in g  o n ly  th r e e  h o u r s  r id e  fro m  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  P h ila d e lp h ia . Its  b u ild ­
i n g s  a r e  a t t r a c t iv e ,  a n d  s it u a te d  o n  a n  e m in e n c e  o v e r lo o k in g  a  b r o a d  a n d  p ictu re sq u e  ex ten t o f  
c o u n t r y .  I t  o ffe r s  to  e v e r y  s tu d e n t  h o m e  c o m fo r ts , w ith  the h ig h e st m o ral an d  so cia l influences. 
It is entirely unsectarian. I n  g o v e r n m e n t  it is  in  g e n e r a l  o p p o s e d  to  the la w  o f  fo rc e , d isco u n ten an ces  
a ll  u n k in d  c r it ic is m , id le  g o s s ip in g  a n d  a ll u n c h a n ta b le n e s s , a im in g  to  e sta b lish , b y  the m ost hum ane  
m e a n s , th a t  d e g r e e  o f  s e lf -r e s p e c t  a m o n g  its  p u p ils , w h ic h  is th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f tn e  w ise st  self-con ­
t r o l.  E s p e c i a l  a tte n tio n  is  p a id  to  th e  h e a lth  o f  p u p ils , a n d  th e ir  p h y sic a l cu ltu re  is  p ro m o ted  b y  a  
c o u r s e  o f  t r a in in g  in  lig h t  g y m n a s tic  e x e r c is e s  o r  m o re  v ig o r o u s  o u t-d o o r sp o rts. M o ra l lesso n s, 
i l lu s t r a t e d  b y  th e  e x a m p le s  o f  n o b le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n , w h o s e  liv e s  o f  p u rity  an d  lo v in g  se rv ic e  to  
m a n k in d  h a v e  e n r ic h e d  th e  w o r ld , a r e  f r e q e n t ly  g iv e n . T h e  b e st  r e s u lt  o f  a  s c h o o l ed u cation  is a  
c a p a c i t y  f o r  s e lf -s u p p o r t  a n d  s e lf-c u ltu r e , m o ra l a n d  in te lle c tu a l. T o  th is  resu lt, the excitem en ts  
a n d  fr iv o lit ie s  o f  th e  d a y  a r e  o p p o s e d . T h e  P r in c ip a ls  e a r n e s tly  a s k  the co -o p eratio n  o f P aren ts, in 
r e s is t in g  th e m  f o r  th e ir  c h ild r e n . P u p ils  c a n  ta k e  a  fu ll  c o u r s e  o f  fo u r  y e a r s , o r an e le ctiv e  co u rse  o f  
t w o , r e c e iv in g  th e r e fo r  a  d ip lo m a . T h e  s c h o o l y e a r  is  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  se ssio n s o f  tw e n ty  w eek s  
e a c h , b e g in n in g  th e  th ird  M o n d a y  in  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  c lo s in g  the th ird  w e e k  in Ju n e .

T er m s  F or B o a r d in g  P u p il s ,—  B o a r d  a n d  T u it io n  in E n g lis h , p e r  an n u m  $ 2 5 0 .0 0 ;  M u sic , 
w it h  u s e  o f  P ia n o , # 4 0 .0 0 ;  A n c i e n t  a n d  M o d e r n  L a n g u a g e s ,  e a c h  $ 4 0 .0 0 ;  D ra w in g  an d P ain tin g  
$ 4 0 , 0 0 ;  B o a r d  f o r  V is i t o r s  $ 1 . 0 0  p e r  d a y , fo r  S u m m e r  B o a r d e r s  $ 5 .0 0  p e r  w e e k  an d  u p w a rd s.

W a s h i n g  (lim ite d  to  o n e  d o z e n  p ie c e s  p e r  w e e k ) , fu e l a n d  lig h ts  in clu d e d  in th e  a b o v e  c h a rg e s. 
P u p i ls  w ill  fu r n is h  th e  u s u a l ta b le  a p p o in tm e n ts , a ls o  p illo w  c a s e s , sh e e ts  a n d  to w e ls. B ills  a rc  
p .a y a b le  q u a r t e r ly  in  a d v a n c e . D o m e s tic  D e p a r t m e n t : A l l  th e  r e g u la r  s tu d e n ts  w ill b o a rd  in the in­
s titu t io n , a n d  w ill  a id  in  s o m e  o f th e  lig h te r  d o m e s tic  w o r k  o f  th e  fa m ily . T h e y  w ill a lso  tak e a 
p r a c t ic a l  p a r t  in  s y s te m a t ic  h o u s e -k e e p in g , in c lu d in g  th e  im p o rta n t a rt  o f  co o k in g .

T h e  G l e a n e r s , a n  o rg a n iz a tio n  c o m p o s e d  o f  th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  o f  th e M e th o d ist ch u rch , had  
t h e ir  fir s t  s o c ia l  e n te rta in m e n t o f  th e s e a s o n , in  th e  c h u r c h  v e s tr ie s  la st  e v e n in g . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  
th e  s t o r m y  c o n d itio n  o f  th e  w e a th e r  th e re  w a s  a  v e r y  la r g e  a tte n d a n c e  o f  the m em b ers o f  the p arish  
a n d  th e ir  fr ie n d s . T h e  e v e n in g ’s  en te rta in m e n t w a s  o f  a  v e r y  su p e rio r  k in d . T h e r e  w e re  th ree  
t a b le a u s , “  M o o n m a id ,”  “  S i c k  C h ild  ”  a n d  “  G a m e  o f  L i f e .”  T h e  Ita lia n  q u artette  d isco u rse d  som e  
v e r y  b e a u tifu l m u s ic , w h ic h  is  h ig h ly  sp o k e n  of. S u p p e r , d u rin g  the e v e n in g , w a s  p a rtic ip a te d  in b y  
a ll  th o se  p re s e n t, a n d  w a s  u n d e r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t or S a m u e l M e s e r v c , w h o  h a s  no su p e rio r  in su ch  
c a s e s . T n e r e  w e r e  ic e  c r e a m , c a n d y , fru it  an d  flo w e r  ta b le s , u n d er th e m a n agem e n t o f  the fo llo w in g  
la d ie s :  I c e  C r e a m  ta b le , M is s  F a n n ie  G r a n t ;  F lo w e r  P a g o d a , M is s  C a r r ie  M c s e r v e  an d M is s  L c tt ic  
S h a p l e i g h ; C a n d y  ta b le , M is s e s  M in n ie  M o rrill a n d  I d a  F o o t. M is s  A n n ie  M. B lis s  w a s  g e n e ra l  
s u p e rin te n d e n t. T h o s e  la d ie s  to  w h o m  w a s  a s s ig n e d  th e  re sp o n sib le  p o rtio n  o f  the w o rk  a re  to be  
c o n g ra tu la te d  on th e  s u c c e s s  a tte n d in g  th e  w h o le  a ffa ir .

T h e  a b o v e  w a s  c lip p e d  fro m  a  D o v e r ,  N ,  H .,  p a p e r . T h e  P re sid e n t o f  “ T h e  G le a n e r s ”  is  our  

e ld e s t  a n d  lo v e d  d a u g h te r . S h e  is  in  h e r  s e v e n te e n th  y e a r , a n d  h a s  co m m e n ce d  h e r p u b lic  w o rk  

y o u n g . M a y  s h e  e v e r  b e  a p p r e c ia te d  in  h e r  la b o r s .

F amous Medicine  Men . —Messrs. Root and Tinker, of New York City, who have published from time to 
time handsome lithograph portraits of the prominent journalists of the United States and great Britain, have just 
issued a very attractive engraving, 22 by 28 inches, of the leading Proprietary Medicine Manufacturers of the 
United States, including Dr. J. C. Ayer. C. I. Hood, Dr. Hostetler 01 “ Hostettcr’s Bitters,” John Hodge of 
“ Merchant’s Gargling Oil,” Mr. Scott of “ Scott’s Emulsion,” Dr. J. H. Schcnck, H. E. Bucklen of “ Electric 
Bitters,” Mr. Powell of “ Iron Bitters,” Dr. Tutt, Dr. Brandreth of 11 Brandreth's Pills,” and H. H. Warner of 
“ Warner’s Safe Cure’’and “ Tippecanoe” fame. We doubt if a more attractive looking group of cloven men 
could be got together from any one walk of life. As is quite appropriate, the central figure is H. H. Warner, the 
back-ground of whose vignette is his trade mark of an iron safe, inscribed with the names of the famous Warner’s 
Safe Remedies. Mr. Warner is the most prominent as well as the most successful proprietary medicine manu­
facturer this country has yet produced, and his zeal in the prosecution of his business grew out of the fact, in 
large measure, that he himself, when given up to die as incurable of an extreino kidney disorder, in 1879. was 
cured by the remedy to which he has given the world-wide fame —“ Warner’s Safe Cure.” The sale of the 
11 Warner’s Safe Remedies ” has been so widely extended that warehouses and laboratories for thoir manufacture 
have been established in all quarters of the globe, not the least prosperous being one In far distant Australia, 
people have erroneous notions, both of the motives and character of proprietary medicine men. As a rule they 
are solid, substantial, trustworthy, citizens who win the success that comes to them purely on tho merit of the
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goods they produce and of the work they perform. This is especially true of the central figure of this group. 
This picture, hanging side by side with prominent journalists, religious, political and foreign, will probably attract 
more attention than those famous editorial writers, because there is hardly a person who walks the street, who 
has not either used some of the remedies manufactured by these men, or had their interest stimulated in the 
gentlemen themselves by the record made by their remedies among personal friends. This picture is sent out 
with the compliments of Mr. H. H. Warner, who, besides having won such distinguished fame as the manufacturer 
of “  Warner’s Safe Cure,” is well known as the founder of the “ Warner Astronomical Observatory,” Rochester, 
N. \\ , and the 44 Warner Astronomical Prizes,” for cometary discovery, so eagerly sought for by astronomers all 
over the world. Mr. Warner is a self-made man, and those who know him best say that the success which he has 
won thus early in life (he being at present not over 4*5 years of age), is in all respects eminently deserved, for he is 
a man of very broad views and wide-extended liberality.

TESTIMONIALS OF T H E  MARVELOUS C U R A T IV E  PO W ER  OF 
BLACKFOOT’S M AGNETIZED PA PER .

V a r n a , N .  Y . ,  N ov. 2 , 18 8 5 .

D r. Bliss. Dear Sir,— I sent to  y o u  six y e a r s  a g o  fo r  m a g n e tiz e d  p a p e r  f o r  m y  s is te r , w h o  had  
been stricken w ith  P a ra ly s is . S h e  co u ld  n ot rest d a y  o r  n ig h t. I  s e n t  fo r  th o se  p a p e r s  a n d  w e  w e re  
truly surprised at the result. S h e  re ste d  w e ll n ig h ts  a fte r  w e  u s e d  th e m  a n d  liv e d  fiv e  y e a r s . N o w ,  
I have a neighbor who is s ic k , v e r y  n e rv o u s , d o e s n o t r e s t  m u c h , s o r t  o f  g e n e r a l  d e b ility . H is  w ife  
is also an xiou s to try y o u r  p a p e r. M rs. E . M. P uriga .

P rospect P a r k , 111., O c t. 3 , 1 8 8 5 .

Bro. Bliss. Dear Sir,— E n c lo s e d  fin d fu n d s fo r  a n o th e r  s u p p ly  o f  B la c k fo o t ’s  M a g n e tiz e d  P a p e r. 
Think it is d o in g th e  c h ild  m u ch  g o o d . M rs. H e n r y  Jo nes.

C h e w l a h , W a s h .  T e r r it o r y .

D r . James A . B liss.— P le a se  fin d in c lo se d  50  c ts . fo r  m o re  m a g n e tiz e d  p a p e r s . I  a m  v e r y  m uch  
im p ro ved  b y  the use o f  th o se  o th ers.

Y o u r s  r e s p e c tfu lly , M rs. R h o d a  S tory .

O t isf ie l d , M a in e , N o v .  8 th  1 8 8 5 .

D r. Bliss.—I  w ill n o w  tell yo u  so m e  o f  th e  c u re s  y o u r  M a g n e tiz e d  P a p e r  h a s  d o n e  f o r  m e . I  had  
a  lam e arm . I t  co m m en ce d  to  b e lam e o n e  y e a r  a g o  la s t  s u m m e r  b e tw e e n  th e  e lb o w  a n d  th e  sh o u l­
der. It  seem e d  to  b e  in th e  bo n e. I  trie d  th ree  o r  fo u r  d iffe re n t  k in d s  o f  o ils , lin im e n ts , a n d  a s  
many kin d s o f  b itters. N o n e  o r  th em  d id  m e a n y  g o o d . I  c o u ld  n o t  l ift  it  u p  to  m y  h e a d  fo r  o v e r  
eigh t m onths. I  u sed  y o u r p a p e r  on it th ree  o r fo u r  w e e k s  la s t  s p r in g , a n d  it  e n tir e ly  c u r e d  it  s o  it 
h as b ceu  ju s t  a s  w e ll th is  su m m e r a s  e v e r  it w a s , a n d  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  h a r d  a ll  s u m m e r  o n  a  fa r m  an d  
my arm is all rig h t. I h av e  been trim m in g  a p p le  tre e s  fo r  t w o  d a y s  in  s u c c e s s io n . I t  is  m y  rig h t  
arm that I u se m y s a w  in, s o  y o u  c a n  u n d erstan d  it is  p e r fe c t ly  c u re d . I  p r u n e d  o v e r  th re e  h u n d re d  
trees, v e r y  h ard  o n e s a t th at, a s  th e y  h a d  n o t b een  p ru n e d  fo r  q u ite  a  w h ile . I  h a v e  a ls o  c u re d  one  
complaint that I h a v e  n ot seen  a d v e rtis e d  to  cu re , a n d  th a t is  c o rn s . I  c u r e d  fiv e  o n  m y  fe e t , p re tty  
sore ones, b y  tw o  o r th ree  a p p lica tio n s, a n d  my s is t e r 's  th a t  s h e  h a d  f o r  y e a r s . I  u s e  it  fo r  a l l  a c h e s  
and pains and find it th e  b e st  th in g  I  h a v e  e v e r  fo u n d . I f  y o u  w a n t  to  u s e  m y  n a m e  to  a d v e rtis e  it  
you can . I f  people doubt the truth, te ll th em  to  w r ite  to  m e  a t  O tis fie ld , M a in e .

Y o u r s ,  A .  M cN eal .

W est  G lo uc ester , M a s s .,  O c t . 3 1 , 1 8 8 5 .

D r. Bliss. Dear Sir,— I send you ji.o o  for another lo t  o f  “  D r .  B la c k fo o t 's  M a g n e tiz e d  P a p e r.
I  THINK THE DOZEN I  HAD BEFORE DID ME MORE GOOD THAN ALL THE MEDICINES I HAVE 
TAKEN for TEN years. Y o u r s  r e s p e c tfu lly , M rs. A .  S .  H a n so n .

THE FREEMASON.
A weekly Journal devoted to the interests and 

development of Freemasonry Literature. Published 
every Saturday. Editor, Charles La tour, 50 West 
Lamed Street, Detroit, Mich. Terms of subscription 
$1.00 per annum, single copies 5 cents.

[Send for a sample copy, it is a first-class journal.
J ames A. Bliss.]

FR A N C IS L. K IN G ,
O  o  "cl xl s  e  1 1  o  r  -  a* t  -  X j s i  -w .  

Wills, Deeds and Agreements carefully drawn up. 
Patents Solicited and Sales Negotiated.

Ho. 82 Devonshire Street, Boom 15, 
BOSTON, MASS.
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In various Styles ot binding, with and 
without Patent Index.

JUST ADDED
■A. N E W  P R O N O U N C IN G -

G A Z E T T E E R
O F  T H E  W O R L D ,

Containing over 25.000 Titles, describing the 
Countries, Cities, Towns, and Natural Feat­

ures of every part of the Globe.
T p m  W e b s te r—it has 1 1 8 ,0 0 0 W o rd s, 

v T X l J L  3 0 0 0  E n g ra v in g s , and a New 
B io g ra p h ic a l D ic tio n a ry . 

r p T J  f t  Standard in Gov’t Printing Office. 
JL £ L j J  3 2 ,0 0 0  copies in Public Schools.

Sale 20 to 1 of any other series.
BEST Holiday Gift
It is an invaluable companion in every School, 

and at every Fireside.
G. & G. MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass.

T .  E O S C O E ,  
Inspirational Lecturer and Psychometrist,

is at liberty to accept engagements for public lectures 
on Sundays. He has spoken several times in the prin­
cipal towns of Yorkshire and Lancashire, England, has 
good range of subjects and speaks with clearness and 
power, sometimes choosing the subject on entering the 
rostrum, but often giving the audience the choice of the 
subject For particulars address T. R o sc o e , care of 
Colby & Rich, Bosworth Street, Boston, Mass.

T H E

S T O R Y  P A P E R
O F T H E  W E S T .

The only First-Class FIVE CENT Story Paper in 
the United States.

THE

C H I C A G O  L E D G E R .
ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY.

Only £1.50 per year. Send two letter Postage Stamps 
for sample copy. Office of publication,

273 FRANKLIN STREET, CHICAGO, ILL.

E . D. B L A K E M A N r
TH R EE R IV ER S, M ICHIGAN,

is prepared to teach people how to proceed to devolop 
in themselves the beautiful gift or faculty of 

KALEIDOSCOPIC VISION.
Terms, $1.00 and two 2 cent stamps. For full par­

ticulars address as above. J

DR. JAMES A. BLISS,
DEVELOPING MEDIUM

NATIONAL DEVELOPING CIRCLE.

Private sittings for Development of all phases 
of Mediumship daily from 9 A. M. to 5 P. M. 
Terms §1.00 per sitting.

No. 718 Washington St.,
B o sto n , M a s s .

PHOTOGRAPHS
------- O F --------

HDr. T a m e s  _A_. B l i s s ,
DEVELOPING MEDIUM, N D. C.

Cabinet size. Sent by mail upon receipt of 20 cents 
in 1 or 2 cent stamps. Address, Jamss A. Bliss, 718 
Washington St., Boston, Mass.

To Test and Healing Mediums.
I have offices to let for private sittings at N. D. C. 

Headquarters, also a room suituable to hold Tests or 
Materializing Seances. For terms, address James A. 
Bliss, 718 Washington St., Boston.

THE CARRIER DOVE.
w B e h o ld f I  b r in g  y o u  glad, t id in g s  o f  g r e a t  

J o y
The “ Carrier Dove” is a fine 12-page monthly jour­

nal, dev ed to Spiritualism and Reform. Edited and 
published by Mrs. J . S c h l e s in g e r , 8 5 4  1 - 2  Broadway, 
Oakland, California.

Each number contains the Portrait and Sketch of 
Mediumistic Experience of some Prominent Medium 
of the Pacific Coast Also a Lecture by Mrs. E. L. 
Watson or some other of our talented speakers. Sub­
scription price $1.00 per year.

The pioneer Spiritual journal of the South, 
published in Atlanta, Ga., by A. C. Ladd. Geo. 
W. Kates, Editor.

Terms £1.50 per annum.
75 cts. per six months.
40 “ M three “

Trial subscription, 15 cts. per two months. 
Specimen copies free.
Address as above, Drawer 39.

A. C. Ladd, Pub’r. G. W. Kates, Editor.

THIS PAPER may be found on 
file at GEO. P . 
ROWELL A CO’S

N ewspaper Advertising 
Street), where adver­
tising contracts may
he made lor it ia

B ureau  (10 Spruce

NEW YORK.



D R . Y O R K ’S
Positive Blood Purifier!

This is not a patent medicine, but a bona-fide spirit prescription, given by Dr. J. H. 
York, through the mediumship of Dr. James A. Bliss. It has been used by thousands of 
invalids that have failed to find relief in other so-called remedies. It will not cause ugly 
eruptions to appear upon the surface of the body, but will positively expel all impurities 
from the blood (no matter how long standing) in a perfectly natural manner. It acts mildly 
upon the bowels, and is a sure cure for Piles and Costiveness.

Y o u  s h o u ld  a lw a y s  h a v e  I t  i n  th e  h o u s e 9 a s  i t  w i l l  “ k e e p  99 a n y  l e n g th  o f
t im e  i n  a n y  c l im a te •

Thousands of testimonials could be given of its absolute power to cure all blood 
diseases, but a few will suffice. Remember if there is poison in the blood, it is liable 
at any time to become active, and then it may terminate in the dreaded cancer, tumor, or 
consumption. Attend to this matter without delay, and you may save yourself years of 
terrible suffering.

Price, post-paid, 50 cts. per box, or three boxes for $1.00. 

Address Qr JAMES A. BLISS,
718 Washington St., Boston, Mass.

BLOOD PURIFIER TESTIMONIALS.

Spencer, Ohio.
Mr. Jab. A. B liss : Enclosed find $ i for three boxes of 

Dr. York’s Positive Blood Purifier. It is doing my general 
health much good, and I hope will eventually cure me, so I 
can say I am well. Yours respectfully,

— _  Mrs. H . J . Foster.
Frankfort, Kentucky.

J. A. Bliss: I have seen the advertisement of your 
Blood Purifier; also heard it highly spoken of by Mrs{ 
Belle K. Shannon of this place, who has successfully used it, 
and I wish to give it a trial for Erysipelas and Catarrh of the 
head. I enclose $4.00 for 12 boxes.

—_____ Mrs. J . C. JlLLSON.

North Lbvbrbtt, Mass.
Mr. Jas. A. Bliss: You will fin d li.oo  enclosed for three 

boxes more o f Dr. York’s Positive Blood Purifier. My 
brother is certain it is helping him.

. Hannah S. Dudley.
Chbstbrfibld, Mass.

Mr. Bliss — S i r :  Please send me three boxes of Dr. 
York’s Positive Blood Purifier. I have taken one box, and 
like it much. Respectfully, Mrs. Mary E. Pbltibr.

Council Bluffs, Iowa.
Mr. Bliss: I enclose $5.00 for fifteen boxes of Blood 

Purifier. I had three boxes, and I think it an excellent 
medicine for the blood. Yours respectfully,

Mrs. E. W. Burnham.

S tam ford,, Conn.
Mr. J a s . A . B liss : Enclosed find Sx.oo, for which please 

send me three boxes of Dr. York’s Positive Blood Purifier. 
H ave used three boxes, and think it helped( my daughter, 
who has not been as well since she stopped using it.

Yours truly,- Mrs. H en ry  T hu rsto n .

v Copper City , Cal.
. J a s . A. B l iss— D e a r  S ir  :  I see that you are still sell­
ing Dr. York’s Positive Blood Purifier for £o cts. per box. a I 
think it is a good policy to keep the price down until its 
merits are more generally known. I have found it to be a 
most excellent Spring medicine, the best I have ever known. 
It 1 ot o i ly  purifies the blood, but it produces a generally 
healiny, vigorous tone to the whole system. a I believe I 
could introduce the sale of the Purifier to this part of the 
country as soon as its merits were known. I think there 
would be a great demand for it. H . C. McClure.

N orthbridgb, Mass.
Jas. A. Bliss — D ea r S i r :  I enclose $1.00 for Black- 

foot’s Magnetized Paper. The last you sent me I sent to 
England. I am using the Blood Purifier and I derive great 
benefit from it. Your well wisher, Mrs. Mary Smith.

Annisquam, Mass.
Jas. A. Bliss — D ea r S i r :  A lady friend of mine de­

sires me to say that Dr. York’s Positive Blood Purifier 
worked like a cnarm in her case. She suffered terribly with 
the cold, but now feels warm. T he Purifier has done her 
much good. Abbib S. Dorr.


