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THE ORIGIN OF THE DEVIL.
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BY A. J. DAVIS .

Amongthe numerous and diverse questions,which havebeen,

at different times, put me, and to which the interrogator, in al-

most all cases, seemed desirous of an answer, was the following :

"Mr. Davis, it seems to me that all mankind believe in a devil,

or in some malignant spirit, who plans the ruin of hundreds and

thousands . Now, sir, I have heardyou do not believe the exist.

ence ofany such spirit ; if this report be true, I shall esteem it

a kindnessto be informed byyou how such abelief inevil beings

originated or, who is the devil, and how did he originate ? ”

To the above interrogatory, the following is intended as a brief

andsomewhat superficial reply; but which I ammost willingto

enlarge and render demonstrative, if any reader should, upon

perusing the present answer, express his desire for more light

upon this exceedingly dark, and, Imust confess,very mythical

and uncongenial subject.

Probably throughout the illimitable expanse ofhumaninquiry,

there are no questions considered so dreadful, so solemn, and

unapproachable, as those which pertain to what is conceived to

be the Supreme Good, and His eternal antagonist, the Devil.

And it is both impossible and unprofitable to disguise the con-

spicuous fact, that, on our earth, belief in, and fear of the Devil

is almost universal-but let it here be impressed that allconcep-

tions of the Devil, orunseen spirit of Evil, are as different among

different nations as are their diverse complexions, customs, and

government. But the most perfect conception of the embodiment

of an Evil principle the most splendid concentration and per-

sonification of hatred, of envy, of a voluntary love of evil, of

the most unalloyed vice, of every intrinsically wicked and fiend-

ish principle-is the entailed property of the Christian Church .

If the reader's interior perceptions were opened, and his spirit

would interrogate the labyrinths of mythology, andthe mazes of

heathen speculations upon Cosmogony, Theology,and Demonol-

ogy,he would perceive that the most extravagant stories ofDev-

ils and Demons, indigenous to the Pagan world, do notequal the

real Devil which is supposed to preside over the Theology of

Christendom. Indeed, this superiorDemonis not onlypresiding

over, but is considered an indispensable ingredient in, the Theol-

ogywhich is promulgated by what is styled the Evangelical Or-

der of teachers and clergymen.

The universality of a belief in a Principle of Evil is sus-

ceptible of the clearest and most rational explanation. Among

the earliest inhabitants of the earth, there were minds who spec-

ulatedupon the causes of evil and discord; and the love of ap-

probation being a powerful passion in the constitution of the

humanmind, it became both agreeable, and convenient, to refer

the causes ofpersonaldeficiences, and unrighteousness, to invis-

ible beings or spirits. At first it was suggested that the Winds

were the indications of the presence of Evil-Spirits; it was not

long before this suggestion, or opinion, becameconsidered as an

established fact ; and in the course of a few generations, this

supposed fact was not only believed and taught because of its

romantic and mysterious character, but, also, for its antiquity

or ancient origin. Andthen it was,when Paramah, Vishnue,

and Siva, had their respective positions assigned them in the

Eastern andmost ancient cosmogony ; and Siva was settled up-

onas the cause of human wickedness and misdirection . The

general relief, afforded by this discovery of the arch-enemy of

mankind, canbe easily imagined and appreciated.

NO. 6.

In consequence of this discovery, the early inhabitants experi-

enced a kind of self-justification inwhatever they attemptedto

perform. It was not long after Siva was made to rule over the

Infernal Regions of evil atmosphere, that hisnamewas changed,

andhewas promoted, from amere principle, or breath, (spiritus,)

to be a strong and influential chieftain ofevil persons, hosts, and

empires. This was done by Zoroaster-who, in his systematic

speculations upon Cosmogony, and Demonology, styled him

Ahriman .
From the Hindoo and Chaldeanic-Persianmythology, the Spirit

of Evil was introduced intothe Egyptian,the Hebrew or Jewish

speculations, under the more mild and indefinite name of Belial

and Diabolus-the former signifying, simply, a libertine ; and

the latter, anaccuser, or calumniator . Here it is well to observe,

that the Hebrew or Jewish scriptures contain but very few inti-

mations of a belief in a personal Devil. The Jews believed in

no Devil more wicked, or more potent than Belial and his sons.

Andit willbe conceded that an individual cannot have a more

troublesome, and, perhaps, direful enemy, thana libertine or aca-

lumniator ; and from what I can learn of the Jewish, and old

testament writings,no other Devils,than Belial andSatan (which

signify Libertine and Accuser) were ever incorporated in the

Theology of the Egyptians, the Romans, and Jews. Notwith-

standing the old testament is silent on the existence ofa personal

Devil, it is evident that the Jews believed in a spirit, or principle

of Evil, not unlike the opinion entertained by the early inhabit-

ants. The newtestament is more explicit upon this subject-

indeed, there are several allusions in it, which give the impres-

sion that the historians and followers of Christ were thorough

believers in personal Devils. They describe many experiments

upon Devils; such as casting Satan (or Devils) out of persons

into swine, causingthe latterto run madly over precipices into

the sea ; and several other demoniacal demonstrations are re-

corded, each bearing sufficient evidence that the writers of them

were believers in Satanic influences and evil personalities .

The disciples of Mahomet are believers in a personal Devil

bearing the name of Eblis, who corresponds to the Christian's

Lucifer. The Mahomedans also name their Devil Azazel, who

is made mention of inthe oldtestament, in the book of Enoch,*

andwhich signifies refractory persons , and wicked spirits, and also

perdition. It is evident that refractory individuals, (those who

are badly organized in mind andbody.) give the more advanced

nations of the earth an idea ofwhat a devil would be in his own

localities and habitations.
Thus the Devil of the whole world is a personification of the evil

deeds of wickedly disposed individuals,-and the reasonwhy he is

promoted to personality and influence every where, is, that the

humanmind cannot easily think of principles without a body,

and locality; andbecause, also, it is found convenient to have a

person withwhom to contend, and gratify the superficial and

unamiable propensity of combativeness and destructiveness.

This is called,overcoming theDevil,andputting his temptations

underyour feet.Thus, at first, the Winds were considered Devils, and were

termed" Breaths" ; then the multiplicityof Devils were system-

atized,andmade toconcentrate inthe mythological personage

who figures largely inthe Hindoo, and still more ancient cos-

mogony, andwho was named " Siva"; then camethe Zoroas-

terian system of a Good Spirit, and an Evil Spirit who had

innumerable and subordinate devils underhim, andhe was called

"Ahriman." Then came the various names and modifications

of Devils,flowing through the Persianic,Egyptian, Grecian, Ro-

man,Germanic, and Anglo Saxon channels of legendary and

*One ofthe rejected books, at the time our present Bible was made,
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theological speculations; and the consequence is, that, now, the The reason why a Devil, or evil Spirit was first conceived of,

Christians have the whole contribution ofevil principles and per- is explained inthe mythological tale of the " Garden of Eden."

sonages manufactured into a single " Devil," which is the very It is related that Eve was disobedient, and, havingdone wrong,

quintessence of past imaginings ; and this amalgamation ren- desired to excuse herselfby introducinga foreign and extenuating

ders the Christian's Satan the most omnipotent, the mostdread- cause; therefore, to subserve the purposes of self-justification,

ful, the most insinuating, the most wicked Demon, and, at the she accused the serpent. Adam also sinned and knew it, and he

sametime, the most magnificent and powerful Prince that exists sought to excuse himself by weakly attributing the cause of his

inanytheology, as an antagonist toGood and the Deity. His evil deed to the woman; so likewise, did the most early inhabit-

names are various in sound and significance. He has beenpro- ants excuse themselves by referring their personal, social, and

gressively named Siva, Ahriman, Genius, Belial , Eblis, Azazel, other disturbances to unseen causes, and infernal beings. This

Lucifer, Dragon, Serpent, Satan, Devil, Demon, Mephistophiles, system of referring the origin of human misdirection to foreign

and other namesofa more or less fiendish soundand signification.

Christians, having the superior advantages of wealth and ed-

ucation, have succeeded better in defining the appearance, habi-

tation, and disposition of the fabulous Devil, than any other

nationon the earth. AndIcannot but think, that were it not for

the mythological suggestions of a serpent Demon in the begin-

ning of theold testament, the confirmations of, and serious allu-

sions to him, in the new; andthe independent speculations upon

aDevil derived from other theological books ; I say, were it not

for al' this assistance to the fancy, Christian poets would have

failed in their attempts to render Satan what they have, intheir

various classical productions .

Assisted by mythological and theological systems and sugges-

tions, Milton imagines a splendid Pandemonium, iluminated with

" a row

Of starry lamps, and blazing cressets, fed

Withnaptha and asphaltus "-

where resides the majestic Prince, or

"Chief of many throned powers

That led the embattled seraphim to war."

This conception is nothing more than a civilization and pro-

motion ofthe powerful Zoroasterian Devil, togetherwith his sub-

ordinate angels the genii. The most splendid and accomplished

Satanic Prince, ever described to the world, is the Miltonian

Devil, the materials for the manufacturing of whose physical

organization, and innumerable supernumeraries were supplied

by the Persian mythology. The Persians generally believe that

there lives somewhere a powerful Evil Being,whose rich posses-

sions are too vast to be imagined, and whose servant-spirits are

stationed at the various lakes, mines, mountains, caves, forests,

and stars, which belong to the earth, or which can be seenby its

influences has for its foundation two causes Dishonesty and

Ignorance. Some minds are not sufficiently honest to acknowl-

edge theirown voluntary faults, and constitutional weaknesses ;

and otherminds are not sufficiently philosophical to trace effects

to their legitimate causes ; and thus, between the two causes

(dishonesty and ignorance) we have the profoundest disclosures

and the sublimest descriptions of a magnificent Devil, and of

his incalculably numerous victimized subjects. Surely, no sys-

temcan equal that of Swedenborg on the philosophy of infernal

influences; but even the materials of this system are to be found

among the Persians, especially with the fire-worshipers, who be-

lieve that every individual is constantly attended by Evil Spirits

orGenii.

This habit of individuals, this fact in history, this system of

nations, of referring human, social, and constitutional evils to

unreal and imaginary causes, instead of searching out, and remov-

ing their real ones, blinds the understanding, whilst it relieves

personal responsibility to attribute all errors to the dangerous

enemy of mankind, intent upon destruction, whose work upon

the earth is admirably illustrated by Pollock. He describes the

Devil as disobeying the will of God, and not consigned to utter

punishment, but as being
"Left to fill the measure of his sin,

In tempting and seducing man too soon,

Too easily seduced ! And from theday

He first set foot on earth, of rancor full,

Andpride, and hate, and malice, and revenge,-

He set himself, with most felonious aim

And hellish perseverance, to root out

Allgood, and in its place to plant all ill."

Milton and Pollock illustrate in the most explicit and beautiful

language, the fact that the human mind has put forth unsuccess-

inhabitants. In evidence of the truthfulness of this statement, ful efforts to become acquainted with the source of its manyand

I refer the reader to that world-wide celebrated collection of Per- diversified afflictions. Every human description of a Devil, and

sian tales, known as the "Arabian Nights' Entertainments." his pernicious influence among men, adds only another evidence

The genii represented in this remarkable work, are the infernal in favor of the proposition, that Ignorance and Dishonesty (or a

hosts which Milton describes as peopling his Pandemonium ; want of candor) have implanted in the Theology of our earth,

and Lucifer (the splendid " Prince of darkness ") is Ahriman,

the Prince of the genii, who is made to govern in opposition to

Ormuzd (or God) in an empire of fire, wealth and magnificence.

Inorder to satisfy the mindthat Christian poets have infinitely

sublimated and perfected all Hindoo, Arabian and Jewish con-

ceptions of a Devil, the reader may consult Pollock's lucidde-

scription of his character-he describes Satan as having
"

his bosom filled with hate, his face

Made black with envy, and in his soul begot

Thoughts guilty of rebellion'gainst the throne

Of the Eternal Father, and Son."

erroneousand unphilosophical explanations of evils and existing

misdirections .

Robert Burns, in his " Address to the De'il, " manifests the

most unqualified contempt forwhat is generally styled the spirit

ofEvil: he clearly proves that his perceptions extended farther

into the nature of things than that simple and obscured vision

which sees truth only in the popular theology. Burns, with all

the consciousness of honesty, informed the mythological Devil,

whom the young and aged Christians fear so much, that though

he might be thinking to entrap a " certain Bardie," that Bard

would

"Turna corner, jinkin,

An' cheat him yet."

And still further proofs that Christians have the most perfect

conception of themythological Devil,may be gathered from that

profoundly imaginary and classical work, the "Pilgrim's Prog- Surely, nothing can be more unreal or imaginary than the

ress," written by the imprisonedJohnBunyan. This book, prob- Devil who is so feared and deprived of his just dues by Christ-

ably, next to the Bible, is the most influential representative of ians- I say deprived,because the whole system of theological

oriental superstition, and systematic mythology, ever published mechanism, of which the presumptive and ceremonious Church

in Christendom. It is influential, because it possesses many of is a representative, is founded upon the supposed existence of

those attractions which have insured the sale of the Arabian this fabulous and formidable personage; and upon the idea of

tales, andbecause it faithfully impressesupon theyouthtul mind wresting from him his legitimate sons and daughters, and pre-

the whole philosophy and mystery of the Christian theology.

Here I would like the reader to understand that I do not con-

found religion with theology.

venting the peopling of his Fiery Lakes, his Council Chambers,

or splendid Pandemonium .

Inconclusion, I feel impressed to remark that tothe spiritually

I think it will appear that the Devil of the Christian world is enlightened mind, to the clear and true sighted intellect, this sub-

manufactured outof those kindred and homogeneous materials, ject presents apowerful contrast between the Errors ofTheology,

which, inparts andfragınents, areto befoundamongall nations. and the Truths ofNature. On the right is seenNature with all
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herbeauty, and loveliness ; and on the left is Theology with its being avicious reprobate, he became one of the most virtuous

deified objects and principles. Theology makes all night. Na- ofmen. Onbeing interrogated with respect to the cause of the

ture illumines every thing with the light of day. On one side change, he related that, during the period of his bodily insensi-

are visible the ghostly pyramids of Error; on the other the stu- bility, it appeared to him that he was dead, and that he had been

pendousmountains of Everlasting Truths. O, could the reader first plunged into the depths ofanocean, out ofwhich, however,

stand upon these immeasurable mounts of intellectual elevation he soonemerged, andthen, at one view, the whole of space was

anddivine truth, with his spiritual perceptions so opened as to disclosed to him. Everything appeared in a different aspect,

scanthe worlds of mind beneath, he would, behold on one hand and the dimensions of the planetary bodies, and the intervals

anawful night of mental misdirection ;- colossal errors, resi-betweenthem, were tremendous, while his spirit seemed to float

ding in costly temples,bound together in sacred books, and hav- in a sea of light, like a ship in calm waters. He said that the

ing for their advocates and devotees the most talented minds. souls of the dead, on quitting the body, appeared like a bubble

Hewould see forests of heathenism turned into the most seduc- of light, out of which ahuman form was quickly evolved. That

tive gardens of Christian Errors-revered errors ofthepast, dressed

upwith the garments of education and wealth, and potentialized

by the spirit of antiquity. He would perceive that thehypothet-

ical ideas and realities of the East, have been, (and are,) subli-

mated, systematized, Deified, and magnificently supported inthe

West; that the inhabitants of the Eastern Hemisphere supplied

the germ of modern Theology in their mythology, and that the

inhabitants of the Western Hemisphere religiously nourish the

germandperfect the flower. Uponthe other hand,he would see

Nature's golden Truths of Heaven gliding from mountto mount,

from spirit to spirit, from flower to flower, and gilding with im-

of these, some shot away at once in a direct line, with great ra-

pidity, while others, on the contrary, seemed unable to find their

due course, and continued to hover about, going hither and

thither, till at length they also darted away in one direction or

another.
* *

*

* *

Thespesius was then informed by one of them, that he

was not dead, but that he hadbeen permitted to come there by a

Divine decree, and that his soul, which was yet attached to his

body, as by an anchor, would return to it again. Thespesius

than observed that he was different to the dead bywhom he was

surrounded, and this observation seemed to restore him to his

mortal loveliness the weakest and the strongest works ofGod;- recollection. They were transparent, and environed by a radi-

he would behold that everything declares the character and Di- ance, but he seemed to trail after him adark ray, or line of

vinity of its mission by doing its legitimate work, by obeying the

principles of Nature, and consequently the Will of its Creator ;

and that Freedom, Truth, and Harmony, are visible in every di-

rection.

shadow. These spirits also presented very different aspects;

some were entirely pervaded by a mild, clear radiance, like that

ofthe full moon ; through others there appeared faint streaks,

that diminished this splendor ; while others, on the contrary,

were distinguished by spots, or stripes of black, or of a dark

color.

Instead of mythological Devils, are visible thesublimest reali-

ties; and instead of false adoration and idolatry, are exhibitions

ofthe profoundest deference and admiration. Instead ofghastly Dr. Passavent mentions a peasant-boy who, after a short but

phantoms, the valley of awful shadows, and lakes of liquid fire, painful illness, apparently died, his body being perfectly stiff.

pregnant with frenzied children of the Most High, are visible He, however, revived, complaining bitterly of being called back

most beauteous and unchangeable truths the fragrantmoun-

tains of eternal progression ; and the diamond ocean of Infinite

Love, whose universal tide of Spiritual Life flows up, from out

of everlasting founts, which, unlike the tides of carth, EBBS NOT

AGAIN!

Psychological Department.

CASES OF TRANCE .

From Mrs. Crowe's " Night Side of Nature," a work of 450

pages, recently issued from the press, we make the following ex-

tracts. The facts therein stated, alltend to illustrate and confirm

the essential verity of the description of the Spiritual Spheres,

given in the Revelations of the American Clairvoyant, Davis.

The different appearances presented to the different persons in

the Trance, can be explained bythe fact that their visionwas

distinct or indistinct, in degrees proportioned to the actual free-

dom of their spirits from their bodies :-

"The late Mr. JohnHolloway,of the bank ofEngland, brother

tothe engraver of that name, related of himself that being one

night in bed with his wife and unable to sleep, he had fixed his

eyes and thoughts with uncommon intensity ona beautiful star

that was shining in at the window, whenhe suddenly found his

spirit released from his body and soaring into that bright sphere.

But, instantly seized with anxiety for the anguish of his wife,

to life. He said he had been in adelightful place,and seen his

deceased relations. There was a great exaltation ofthe faculties

after this ; and having been before rather stupid, he now, while

his body lay stiff and immovable and his eyes closed, prayed

and discoursed with eloquence. He continued in this state for

seven weeks, but finally recovered.

The case related by Lady Fanshawe, of her mother, is very

remarkable, from the confirmation furnished by the event of her

death. "My mother, being sick of a fever," says Lady Fan-

shawe, in her memoirs, "her friends and servants thought her

deceased, and she lay in that state for two days and a night ;

but Mr. Winslow, coming to comfortmy father,went intomy

mother's room, and, looking earnestly in her face, said, ' She

was so handsome, and looked so lovely, that he could not think

her dead; and, suddenly taking alancet out of his pocket, he

cut the sole of her foot, which bled. Upon this, he immediately

caused her to be removed to the bed again, and to be rubbed,

and such means used that she came to life, and, opening her

eyes, saw two of herkinswomen standing byher (Lady Knol-

lys and Lady Russell), both with great wide sleeves, as the

fashion thenwas; and she said, 'Didyou not promiseme fifteen

years, and are you come again already ?"-which they, not un-

derstanding, bade herkeep her spirits quiet in that great weak-

ness wherein she was; but, some hours after, she desired my

father and Dr. Howlesworth might be left alone with her, to

whom she said : ' I will acquaint you, that, during my trance, I

was in great grief, but ina place I could neitherdistinguish nor

if she discovered his body apparently dead beside her, he re- describe; but the sense of leaving my girl, who is dearer to me

turned, and re-entered it with difficulty (hence, perhaps, the than all my children, remained atrouble uponmy spirits. Sud-

violent convulsions with which some somnambules of the high- denly I saw two by me, clothed in long white garments, and me-

est order are awakened). He described that returning, was

returning to darkness ; and that while the spirit was free, he was

alternately in the light or the dark, accordingly as his thoughts were

with his wife or with the star.

Plutarch relates, that acertain man, called Thespesius,having

fallenfrom a greatheight, was taken up apparentlydead from

the shock, although no external wound was to be discovered.

Onthe third day after the accident, however, when they were

about to bury him, he unexpectedly revived; and it was after-

ward observed, to the surprise of all who knew him, that, from

thought I fell down upon my face in the dust, and they askedme

why I was so troubled in so great happiness. I replied, " Oh,

let me have the same grant given to Hezekiah, that I may live

fifteen years to see mydaughter a woman! "- to which they

answered, " It is done!"-and then at that instant I awoke out

of my trance !' And Dr. Howlesworth did affirm that theday

she diedmadejust fifteen years from that time."

From time to time, wemay give our readers further extracts

from this remarkable work, illustrative of various Psychological

Phenomena.
м.
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SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA AT BRIDGEPORT.

In accordance with intentions previously expressed, our read-

ers shallnow have the result of our inquiries, into the nature and

character of the manifestations we witnessed at the house ofMr.

J. R Mettler, in Bridgeport, Conn.

The sounds and demonstrations generally, together with the

mode of communication adopted, are intrinsically the same as

thosewhich attend the ladies of the Fox family, at Rochester.

Inthis case, the medium of communication is a young man, of

light complexion andnervous temperament, who has been some-

what distinguished as a clairvoyant. His name is HENRY

out

Wehave thus briefly given the general character of the mes-

sages receivedthrough the spiritual medium. To us, as individ-

uals, several interesting messages from our friends were spelled

andto gratify our desire to witness someevidence oftheir

powerover gross matter, severalconvincing demonstrationswere

made. Atable was moved without hands, and by the same in-

visible power, books were opened at particular pages of interest.

Atone time, when we were all seated around atable inthe sit-

ting room, getting communications, a spirit purporting to be Dr.

CHANNING, called for the Alphabet and spelled out " TELL

BROTHER AMBLER TO PREACH THE GOSPEL." This led to alittle dis-

cussion at the table, and after a few moments delay, the question

was asked, " will the spirit explain what it means by the Gospel ?"

The reply was spelled out-" YES-LOOK IN THE PARLOR. " We

all repaired to the Parlor as directed, and an interesting scene

was presented. On the floor in the center of the room,was a

work onPhysiology, published by Mr. Fowler, ofNew York, on
which was placed a silver-plated candle-stick with an unlighted

candle; andonone side of this was a chair, containing the hat

GORDON. Fromhimwe learn,that in the incipient stages ofthe belonging to the clairvoyantGordon, on the crown ofwhich was

phenomena manifested in his presence, his attention was often placed a copy of the "Great Harmonia," opened at pages 138

attractedby sounds, resembling those produced by the dropping

of water from some point of elevation, to the floor of the room

he occupied. These sounds, which he could trace to no visible

agency, gradually increased in frequency, variety and loudness,

andwere occasionally attended by startling phenomena, such as

the sudden andunaccountable moving of chairs, tables, and other

articles of furniture. Being wholly unable to comprehend the

rationale of the singular disturbances which werethus thickening

around him, the young man began to suffer from fears and

and 139, presentingthediagram illustrative ofthe Philosophy of

Disease . Directly opposite, was another chair containing the

Revelations of Mr. Davis, opened at pages 110 and 111, from

which wemake the following extract, which containsthe sub-

stance of the matter embraced inthe two pages :-

to be comprehended,-speak only the voice of eternal Power and

Wisdom! And themind thus contemplatingNature and all her

various forces and motions, receives distinct and impressive

truths from the universals of existence, that kindle within it an

intellectual flame of reverence and adoration! And by steady

andprofoundmeditation, this will burn and brighten, and purify

the internal principle of organic life. And the field of such

meditations is unbounded, inasmuch as thoughts themselves are

inadequate to conceive ofthe high anddeep Wisdom emanating

from the Great Cause of causation."

"The law of gravitation; of repulsion; ofprogression ; also

the evaporation and refinement of particles existing upon the

face of Nature ; the immense and inconceivable good which is

thus constantly beingproduced ; finally, the beautyandharmony

gloomy anticipations of future troubles. At the time to which of ALL THINGS; the Cause, Effect, and End; the Design; the

we refer, hewas, we believe, living in Middletown, Conn, Sub- uses; the unchangeable and eternal simplicity ofmovements

sequently, about three weeks ago, he returned to Bridgeport, his externally manifested, still which are too immense andpowerful

usual residence, and by invitation, became an inmate of the

house of Mr. Mettler, who, with a circle of friends and neighbors

whose minds have been enlightened with some of the lovely

truths of the New Philosophy, at once perceived the spiritual

nature and origin of the sounds and other demonstrations, and,

bymeans of the Alphabet, the doors of spiritual communication

were soonthrown open, and, from their friends who have es-

capedthe body and are now dwellers in the world of Spirits, they

beganto receive messages and directions, breathing that pure

and refined sentiment which the humanmind in its highest mo-

ments of refined thought, attaches to the character of its cher-

ished idols in Heaven. "WE ARE ALL HAPPY HERE."-" LOVE

GOD- LOVE EACH OTHER DO GOOD AND BE HAPPY." These area

fewof the sentences that have beencommunicated by invisible

beings, whose bodily presence once cheered their friends in the

walks of daily life. They repeat what has often been said

through other similar mediums, that the era ofspiritual commu-

nications has dawned; and that the doubt and anxiety that have

Thus, was this sublime answer given in symbols and unmis-

takable language. The GLAD TIDINGS which are to be preached,

are not all embraced in primitive histories or ancient traditions .

We are admonished by the beautiful figure of the spirits, that

Physiology, the science of the properties and functions of

plants, animals and man-the laws of Health and Philosophy

of Disease,andthe relations of Cause, Effect and End, as manı-

fested in the boundless volume of nature, constitute the TRUE

pervaded the world concerning the destiny and happiness of the GOSPEL-the GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, which are even now

Spirit, will be relievedby actual demonstrations ofexisting facts

which have hitherto been shrouded in mystery. They say that

theyoung man (Gordon) need have no fears-he shall not be

harmed; that, by acombination of causes, the effects of which

are developed naturally, his system furnishes the right electrical

medium, through which spirit can act on grosser matter, and

thus communicate intelligibly with the inhabitants of earth in

the rudimental state. They tellus thatthere are no evilspirits-

for all things thatGodhas created are intrinsically GOOD-although

the different degrees of development and refinementamong spir-

its as well as men in the body, may sometimes appear to us by

comparison, as representing bothgood and evil. Yet it is not

so. Ignorance is the parent of all seeming evil ; Intelligence de-

velopes and illustrates the good. Death changes the mode of

man's existence ; it is a refining and subduing process which

enlarges his intelligence and thus developes the interior goodness

of his soul. It gives him a greater knowledge of the CAUSES

whichhave operated against his proper development in the first

sphere of his existence, and gives his spirit an impetus in the

direction of its God, which continues to be felt through the

countless cycles of never ending time.

ringing through the land, and shaking to their dusty foundations

those colossal structures of ignorance and bigotry, which have

beenbuilt up through a false conception of the true relation of

man to his fellow-man and surrounding nature, and toGod, the

great Author, Controller, and Preserver of all .

It may be said by the sceptic or the bigot, that the figure which

we have described in the parlor, was pre-arranged by designing

individuals of the family, for the purpose of imposing upon our

credulity. They may indulge this belief so long as it may

seem agreeable to them. We feel an inward consciousness ,

from our knowledge of the character of the family, as well as

from the circumstances which attendedthe phenomena,thatthere

was no deception or fraud in the matter. It was perfectly natu-

ral, and required no exercise of powerthat we do not know that

the invisible agents have used, at other times and in otherplaces.

Just before the hour of our departure arrived, and as we were

preparing to leave our kind friends inBridgeport, the Alphabet

signalwasgiven by the spirits, and the following words of en-

couragement spelled out:-" EVERY MIND WHO WILL RECEIVE IS

HAVE FAITH WELL GROUNDED ."
TO HAVE A COMMUNICATION SOON.

We then took our leave, with an inward satisfaction that may

i

1
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be imagined but not easily expressed, and inspired with still of religionists, death has appeared still as a grim and direful

greaterconfidence in the promises of the future, and a firmerre-

liance onthe omnipotent power of TRUTH. May the time soon

come, whenthousands, whose eyes are now blindedby prejudice

or darkened by a false theology, will become awakened to a real-

ization of those joys which the developments of the future will

surelyunfold.
Δ. Μ.

NECESSITY FOR HIGHER REVELATIONS.

monster, andthe faintheart has bowedtrembling at its approach.

Thetendency ofthese facts is to show that manneeds a higher

andmore complete revelation ; that he needs a revelation which

shall cause him to know he is immortal ; which, by the presenta-

tion of truths founded on the unchanging laws of nature and

confirmed by actual demonstration, shall enable him to feel and

realize that death is but a door to an endless life ; that the flowers

of affection, faded and withered here, shall bloom inimmortal

freshness, and that the spirit-fires which are enkindled within

The unfoldings oftruth beingadapted totheintellectualdevel- the earthly frame, shall burn through the ages of eternity.

opment of the people, every successive stage in the advance-

mentof mankind creates a demand for new and more extended

revelations . The soul is not satisfied to feed forever on musty

theories and time-worn creeds; but, as its vision becomes ex-

pandedand its powers enlarged, it sighs to pass the limits by

which it has been confined, that it may breathe a purer atmos-

phere and bask in a clearer light. Thus in accordance with the

necessity created by an increased intelligence, the former

systems of faith and worship must pass away, and higher

revelations-more beautiful conceptions oftruth andduty, must

be unfolded to the searching mind.

This principle has a special application to the present era.

Man, from his exalted intellectual position, has need now of

higher revealments, adapted to the measure of his internal

THE FUTURE-THE REAL LIFE.

R. P. A.

It is well that mankind should feel that we do not live for the

present alone, but that we are placed in this rudimental state

for the purpose of gradually unfolding our minds, preparatory to

the reception of those greater blessings and lovelier joys, which

will expand our hearts with gratitude, as we enter upon the

brighter life beyond the dark confines of the grave.

Whenwe cast our eyes over the varied scenes of wealth and

poverty which society here presents; when we perceive that

discord and injustice have enslaved millions,and arrayed brother

against brother, in deadly strife ; whenwe behold theweak and

growth. The teachings ofold records, suited to the darkness of defenseless, falling victims to the avarice or ambition of the

by-gone ages, are no longer able to supply his rapidly unfolding mighty; when our hearts dwell upon these perversions of God's

wants. While he pores with lingering reverence over the treas- harmonious laws,we become impatient for the dawning of that

ured wisdom of the past, and peruses the written thoughts of better day, when the more intimate acquaintance with the condi-

ancient seers and prophets, he feels within his longing soul the tion of society in the spiritual spheres, shall exert a powerful

necessity of attaining brighter truths, and seeking the breathings

of a purer inspiration.

reformatory influence, which shall result in the establishment of

the Kingdom of Heaven in the hearts of men on earth. To

Ahigher revelation of truth is now needed to exert an imme- this end, let the principles of nature be consulted, and knowledge
diate influence on the heart and life of man. The theological will flow into the mind in pure streams from its exhaustless

teachings of the past have performedtheir mission. Creeds and Fountain. To the FUTURE, rich and consoling in its promises,

doctrines which have been long established and sanctimoniously let the suffering child of misfortune direct its mind, and the

adheredto, have exerted their power upon humanity and have contemplation will be satisfactory to its bereaved Spirit. There,

failed to raise it from its degradation. Amid all their efforts the distinctions and oppression which now mark and mar

the world is still in darkness, and the pall of depravity and

corruption yet overshadows the universal mind. It is now

apparent that the teachings of the old theology are utterly

inadequate to the work of reformation ; and the faith for the

want of which it has been supposed that man mightbe even

lost forever, is found to be destitute of any practical effect.

Delineations, neither of the golden streets of heaven, nor the

flashing flames of hell, can stirthe stagnant souls ofmen.

pictures have losttheirfanciedcharm. Men slumbernow even

beneath the thunderings of the pulpit, and dream of lust and

sin though seated within the gates of the sanctuary. The diffi-

cultyhas been that theological instructions have had too much

reference to the outward, leaving the internal unaffected; they

have regarded safety and deliverance from external ills as the

humanity, are all obliterated, and earthly heros and monied

lords, at once discover that the gildings of the external which

made them great on earth, are all eclipsed by the morechastened,

refined and beautiful spirits, which, once clothed in the habili-

ments of the beggar or the laborer, are there arrayed in the

shining robes which are the true expression of their interior

purity.

Such And evenhere, the world's heros and pets are not really great .

ALEXANDER, whose temples were bound with chaplets dipped

in the blood of millions, and whosename is recorded high on the

roll of the earthly great-finally entered the world of spirits

from a scene of disgraceful debauch. HANNIBAL, having passed

theAlps and put to flight the armies of the " mistress of the

world" and made her very foundations quake, fled from his

primary object to be attained,while theheart, unpurified andun- country, and finally freed his spirit from his body with the aid of

improved,hasbeen left to wallow in its owncorruptions. Man poison administered by his own hands. CESAR, after having

now needs the influence ofteachings more elevating and power-dyedhis garment in the blood of amillion slain, and conquered

ful. He needs a voice which shall speak from higher authority eight hundred cities, reached the highest point of earthly ambi-

thanthe oracles ofthe Church-a revelation which shall charm, tion-and then, left the earth through the instrumentality of an

subdue and harmonize the soul, which shall bring the spirit in

communion with heaven and its joys, and thus give an impulse

to the internal powers, which shall lead to their fullexpansion

and development.

assassin's knife !

The history of those whom the world has accounted great,

may often be compared to a rocket, which, after startling the

beholder with its sudden rise and brilliant light, soon reaches its

zenith and falls to the ground, an unilluminated, and blackenedButthis is not all. Ahigher revelation of truth, also, is needed

to convinceman of immortality. Allthat has been thought and stick. It is plain, then, that the present is not the only scene

writtenon this subject in the past, including the speculations of in the Great Drama of Life. The boundless FUTURE, whose

philosophy, the teachings ofhuman creeds, and the testimony of illimitable fields stretch far away beyond the most expanded

men laying claim to inspiration, has failed to be entirely satis-

factory to the reasoning mind. It is true that man has yielded

an outward assent to the doctrine of a future life, and has cher-

ished an internal desire that its truthfulness may be clearly un-

folded. Yet while hope has pointed toa higher sphere,andfaithhas

whisperedof immortality, thehuman mindhas been mournfully

destitute of any deep, realizing and immovable confidence, and

with all the superficial reasonings and enthusiastic exclamations Omnipotence. Let us then exercise patience. The works of

thoughts of the human mind, will furnish the Great Theatre,

for the display of the unspeakable joys of the soul. From this

we should take courage, and never weary in well doing. From

chaotic matter, the Divine Mind, has created a harmonious

universe; andfrom the gross and savage state in which man was

first formed, he is now gradually approximating that state of

UNITY and HARMONY, which constitutes the ultimate Design of
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progressionmayseem slow; but all nature proclaims it SURE. EVERY MAN as a child of animmortalGod,bearingthe image of

Bekind, bejust, and have FAITH well grounded in the revelations His Father, and occupying a sphere BUT LITTLE LOWER THAN THE

ofnature, and in the boundless love of the FATHER OF ALL ANGELS.

SPIRITS.

"Nature's Divine Revelations."

Α. Μ.

Iwish to call attention tothis book once again. Nearly three

years ago, I expressed my opinion of it in the introductory arti-

cle tothe first number of the "Univercælum," and it was the

occasion of considerable ridicule by many of my former friends

and sectarian connections. But the opinion then and there ex-

pressed, remains unchanged. It is still the Book of books . To

all who are in darkness in respect to God, Nature, Matter,

Spirit, Immortality, Inspiration, the Causes and the Cure ofHu-

manMisery, we recommend this book. It is the only complete

salvation. By this I do not mean to depreciate other books

whichcontainmuch in detail which this does not, but I mean to

saysimply, that this book, in principle, and in unity, harmony, and

universality of thought,takes the pre-eminence ofall others. But

Α. Μ.

THE EIGHTH AND NINTH PLANETS.-Ascientific and truthful

friend of the Harmonial Philosophy, writing from Belmont, N

J., kindly reminds us that we inadvertently fell into an error in

our first number, in stating that the ninth planet, spoken ofby

Mr. Davis in his Revelations, has since been discovered by

Astronomers. Wethank him for calling our attention to the

fact,andnow make the correction. TheEighthplanet, to which

Mr. Davis made allusion, has been actually brought within

the range ofthe telescope. Our correspondent thus describes

themanner inwhich the discovery was made:-" Astronomers

for many years suspected the existence of an unknown body

which might produce certainperturbations inthe orbits of some

ofthe SuperiorPlanets. LaVerrier sought to solve this problem

by consummating one ofthe most stupendous mathematical cal-

culations evermade; andnot onlydemonstrated the existence,

but actually determined the position, ofsaid bodyin the heavens.
letnonetamper with it. It is no book for fractional, one-sided He addressed anote to M. Arrago, at Paris,communicating his

men; it is none for littleness,haste, mere fact and superficies ; results, who hastened to direct a telescope (probably of the

it is acomprehensive, profound, all-grasping, glorious embodi- National Academy of Sciences) to that point in the heavens,
mentofthe principles, operations, and results of material and where to his great delight hebeheld the Eighth Planet, a monu

spiritual nature. It must be read consecutively, entirely, and ment to the scienceofmathematics, to La Verrier's genius and

thoroughly. Thousands has it already lifted to a higher sphere skill, and, we may add, to the development ofMAN; it being
abeautiful illustration of the foundation principle of the new

ofthought and affection, from which they can never descend

intothe dark and bewildering regions of theological learning. philosophy-the progressive development of the raceand of the

universe."Thebook is not perfect, but it is the most perfect of any book

ever presented toman. It is the fullest transcript of the Divine

Mind. There is nodoubt left, inthe mindof those who appre-

ciate it, of the author's communication with the spiritual and

immortal spheres. God speed this best of books. It should be

bound ingold, and read in all the churches.

The Spirit of Joy.

W. M. F.

It has been truly remarked that "happiness is our being's

end and aim." Existence was bestowed upon man that he

might derive enjoyment from the gift. Every thing by which
he is surrounded is made to minister to his pleasure. The

spirit of joy is breathedto his soul from all the outwardmani-

festations of life andharmony. From the verdant earth, with

its blooming flowers and limpid streams, comes up the enchant-

ing voice of gladness; and the etherial heavens, in their starry

radiance, reflect uponthe heart their rejoicing smile. Cheerless

andunnatural is that theology which brings to manthe dark
visions of woe, and clothes his soul in sadness and despair.

Such is not the expression of the infinite Father. His smile

which is seen in the gladdening sunlight, and His voice of love

which is heard in the harmonies of nature, bring only joy to

the heart. True religion, therefore, never was designed to

make less the real pleasures of earth, or to cast one flitting

shadow upon the spirit. On the contrary it is calculated to

render us joyful and happy. It comes with a message of glad

tidings to the soul, unfolds the beauteous visions presented to

the eye of faith, andreveals to our longing view the gleamings

ofa higher life and thebeauties of celestial spheres, thus impart-

ing ajoy which is ineffable and full of glory.

The Father and his Children.

R. P. A.

Δ. Μ.

BENEVOLENCE is the lesson written on all created things.

Each being and object are formed to exert a mutualinfluence on

one another. The sun shines not for its ownglory; but thatit
may shed its light on the surrounding planets. So the winds

blow, the rivers run, the ocean moves, and all nature exercises

its functions for relative purposes and ends. In the practice of

the lesson here given, we shall experience the most refined and

substantial pleasure. How calm and comforting are the thoughts

which rise up in the benevolent soul, as it reflects on a lifede

voted to the welfare of humanity! Wealthandpower andfame
-crowns and thrones andsceptres-all the gifts and possessions

of the world, convey nothing of that sweet and thrilling joy,

which the reflection of abenevolent act is designed to impart.

R. P. A.

A warm hearted friend of the new Philosophy (A. R.)

writing from Madeira, N. Y., and remitting the amount of his

subscription to our paper, thus speaks of our publication and

our mission :-

"I have seen three numbers of the Spirit Messenger, and read

them with intense interest and delight. They afforded me a

spiritual feast, for which I had long hungered. You are enga-

ged inanoble cause. Persevere in your labors of love, eleva-

ting thecondition of suffering humanity, and freeing mind from

the influence of conflicting creeds and errors, which have chilled

every noble aspiration of man's better nature, and impeded his

intellectual progress and developement.."

We are pleased to receive such expressions of interest, and

would remark that every column of our paper might be filled

with similar extracts, from letters of encouragement received

since our first number was issued.-EDS .

God is akind father, and all mankind are his children. He The articles of " G.," Southampton, are received, but we

recognizes none of the ordinary distinctions of wealth and title, regret to say that they are not preciselyadapted to our columns,

which are the offsprings of unenlightened society,but his paren- for which reason wemust beg leave to decline their publication.

tal love encircles everymember of the humanfamily, embracing Our correspondent is reminded that there exists amarked dis-

the people of every nation, creed and tongue. He is the Great tinction between the spirit of free inquiry and a controversial

Positive Mind, who has created all finite minds; the centre of spirit, and that dreams, though sometimes unfolding impressive

whose limitless Power is everywhere,and whose circumference truths, are not always sufficiently lucid to solve an important

is inconceivable ! It would seem but just, in return for the point intheological argumentation.-EDS.
unnumbered blessings which our common Father has bestowed

upon the race collectively, that we should extend our fraternal We have heretofore omitted to mention the fact, that Mr.

love to each other,and practically manifest our gratitude,by thus BELA MARSH, 25 Cornhill, Boston, is a local agent for theMes-

recognizing the divinity which stirs in everybosom, and stampssenger.

:
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Poetry .

INSCRIPTION FOR THE MONUMENT OF A FRIEND.

WRITTEN FOR THE SPIRIT MESSENGER ,

By S. H. LLOYD.

The Body is the House

Inwhich we live,

Which to the Earth, in Death

We freely give.

AndDeath isbut the Gate

OfDestiny,

ATriumph-Arch, through which

Our Heaven we see.

Most precious Dust, O Earth,

Is this we yield,

That 'neath thy grass and flowers

Thy lovemay shield.

And while in Temples fair

Ourhopes find rest,

We'll write our Faith inflowers

Uponher breast .

As while the rain-drops fall

The bow appears,

The Pearly-Gates are seen

Through falling tears.

~

ANGEL VISITANTS .

WRITTEN FOR THE SPIRIT MESSENGER ,

By CHARLES A. BOOTH.

Come forwardall,you need not fear,

The sounds are heard,-spirits are near,

Hark, now hark, the signal is given

By angels from the courts of Heaven.

They come to unfold the beauties of truth,

With glorious robes-a seraph band,

Andbid us believe in no other creed

Than the one from the bright spirit-land.

" LOVE GOD, AND BE HAPPY, " is a message they bring

From the land of our Father, our God and our King.

List ye all, there's nothing to dread,

The living are here, not the dead ;

They speak to us, with kindly voice,

The truths that make our hearts rejoice .

Miscellaneons Department.

A DREAM OF SOCRATES .

THE DAY on which Socrates was to drink the poisonous cup

had arrived. Already, early in the morning, his beloved disci-

ples were gathered around him. In sorrowful seriousness they

stood about the couch of the philosopher ; some wept.

Then the sage sufferer raised his head and said: Why this

sober silence, ye loved ones? I will relate to you something

agreeable, a dream, which I had last night.

Canst thou sleep, and even dream pleasant dreams ? asked

the good Apollodorus : I have not closed an eye.

Socrates smiled and said : Thou good Apollodorus, of what

valuewouldmy past life have been if it did not sweeten my last

sleep ? Do you not think, Apollodorus, that I had devoted it to

heavenlylove?

Many voices, with pathetic gratitude, replied in the affirma-

tive Apollodorus could not answer in silence, with two glisten-

ingtears.

Behold, said Socrates thereupon, whoever devotes his life to

her service, on him will she send down his Graces. These pri-

vately and invisibly adorn all his hours, whether they be hours

ofjoy or of suffering, with heavenly glory, and surround them

with abalmy fragrance.

Butabove all are the gentle sisters busy about him in the last

hour of his life. For that is amore solemn hour than all the

rest, and most needs heavenly illumination. Just as the last

hour of day is the most beautiful. The evening red flows

around it, like a stream of light from Elysium.

But then follows the dark night; interrupted the quietXen-

ophen.

For our hemisphere, replied Socrates. Is not our evening

red, the morning red of another hemisphere ?

Socrates proceeded : Now hear, ye loved ones! For as the

realm of Hades, as the living call it, will very soonbecome to

me a realm of light, as the spirits of thedead will call it, and I

am nearer to it thanyou all, so mydiscoursemayperhaps disclose

much that is new. So hearken then !

The Graces themselves leave their favorite in his last hour.

For they soar away before him, and prepare for him the heaven-

ly life, after they have adorned his earthly. But they leave

him not alone. They send to the departing three other spirits,

attired with celestial beauty.

These three are sleep, the twin-brother, and at the same time

the friendly image of death: dream, the image of past life, but

also theharbinger of another world, and soars between the other

two, and death, more glorious and beautiful than the others,

and clothedin the celestial glow of morning. Behold, Apollo-

dorus, the first two have not deserted me the last night, andthe

third appeared to me in the distance. How could I fear his

approach ? I expect him with longing desire.

The eyes of his disciples filled with tears, and there reigned

The friends thatwere loved andcherishedwhilehere, inthe prison asorrowful silence.

In the form of pure spirits now rove;

To the shades of earth againthey havecome,

From the light of their Heaven above.
[bring

"LOVE ALL,AND DOGOOD," is the pure message they

From the land of our Father, our God and our King.

Wide is open'd the heav'nly door,

Allmaycome, the rich and the poor ;

Sweet voices from a holy sphere,

Bring words of love to each onehere.

They have come to remove the galling chains

That around the sighing heart are wove,

Andto break in twain the fetters of fear,

Teaching that God and Nature are love.

"BE CALM, IAM HAPPY," is the message they bring

From the land of our Father, our God and our King.

*Communicated by the spirits.

Bridgeport, Sept. 1850.

After a while Socrates proceeded: I had almost forgotten my

dream! Sleep had strewed his poppy-seeds thickly over me,

and indeed, I needed strength for the task, which I shall this day

fulfil with serene spirit. But not onlywas the strengthening of

the body granted me in the balmy hours of sleep; the kind

dream-god brightened my spiritual vision.

Then I saw a beautiful youth come in to me. On his counte-

nance were that still composure, and calm sobriety, which belong

to the form divine. In his right hand hebore a burning torch,

and a reddish glow, like that of evening, was diffused over the

darkness of my prison.

The deeper and more gloomy the night of my prison seemed

to me, the lovelier and the more charmingwere the brightness

andthe form ofthe youth.

Then the godlike youth gradually letdown the torch; but I

seized his arm, as itseemed tome, andexclaimed : What areyou

going to do ? He replied: I am extinguishing the torch.!

Oh! I entreat, do it not ! It is to me a friendly light in the

darkness of my prison.
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He however smiled, and said: It is the torch of the earthly

life. Thou hast no further need of it. For as soon as it is ex-

tingished, thine earthly eye closes forever, and thou soarest aloft

onmyhand to a higher world,where a pure and heavenly light

beams aroundthee. Ofwhatuse to thee any longer is the self-

consuming earthly torch?

O,then, put outthe torch! I cried,andawoke. I foundmy-

self inthe gloom ofmyprison. Alas,Iwastroubledthat itwas

but adream. Yet lo ! there comes the cup indeed that willful-
filit!

Thekeeper of the prisonenteredwith theboythatcarried the

cup ofpoison. Thentherewaslamentationandsobbing among

thedisciples of Socrates. Even the jailor wept.

ALesson of Nature.

Among the disciples of Hillel, the wise teacher of the sons of

Israel, there was one named Sabot, who hated all kinds of labor,

and gave himself up to idleness and sloth. But Hillel was con-

cerned about the young man, and determined to cure him. So

at length he took him out into the valley of Hinnom, near Jeru-

salem. There was stagnant water full of reptiles and insects,

and covered with noxious weeds .

When they had reached the valley, Hillel laid down his staff,

and Sabot said : What ! master, in this hateful marsh ! Do

you not perceive what a poisonous vapor rises from it ?

You are right, my son, replied the teacher; this stagnant pool

is like the soul ofthe idler. Who would wish to tarryany where

near him?

Thereupon Hillel took the youth to a waste field, on which

grew only thorns and thistles, that choked the grain and whole-

some plants. And Hillel leaned upon his staff, and said : This

field has a good bottom for bearing every useful and luxurious

product; but it has been passed by and neglected, so that now it

produces abundance of thistles, and thorns, and poisonous seeds,

among which serpents and salamandersnestle. Before, you saw

the soul-now, see the life of the idler.

Fraternal Love.

SHERIFF ! that man is your brother whom you aredraggin:

away to acold and loathsome den, for crimes against Society :

which Society compelled him to commit. Forbear ! No sin

degradation into which his soul has been plunged can wholy

smother the inborn humanity of him. He was achild once-

that poor, shriveled, rough, and sin-scorchedman-a child wah

dimpled hands and smooth cheek, and heart as gentle as the

young mother's own; butjoy byjoy, of inocent life, was crush

ed out of him; andwhenhis features hardened into manhood

they were tinged with hopelessness, and dark with succeeding

sin. He was poor, and that monstrous crime crushed him int

the pit of shame. Forbear ! fordeepdownunder the rough coat

ing of iniquity is aheart beating,better than ye wot of. Heis

not all devil, but a horrified and virtuous people have made life

ahell for him, and he has been forced to put onthe devil's coul

to endure it. Now away, you thing of handsbut noheart-you

child of the people's power without its love, and let Humanity

take back its wronged and sinful child to her bosom. He has

angel wings now, allshriveled and crisp, and close hidden under

that devil's garb, and whenwecan pourheaven warmth aroun

him, it will pierce that evil and bring the bright wings of his vir

tue out, slowly unfolding,broad and re-strengthened, to lift hin

into good again. Let us throw around him the temptations d

love and joy, and see how longhis poor heart can resist them

Sin and sorrow are not charmers. Give us leave to match then

withsome virtuous delight-and we shall haveabrother feeling

our hearts with his benediction, instead of a felonpiling the cur

ses of a blighted being on us, from his frosty prison. All good

willbe our help-all that reverent souls will dare to worship

shall be with us; and not till all this fails will we yield our

brother to the omnipotence of Evil. Memory, guarding thedim

fires of old joy-the boyhood andthe opening youth, will plead

with us, for she is faithful . Hopes, that fell sickunderthe s

ting curse of poverty and scorn, will rouse again whena voce

of kindness recalls the tones of childhood's loved ones by its
kindred sounds. Buffeted, outlawed, scared and sinful brother

Is there no help for him but hate ? no home but the dungeon!

Prisoner's Friend.

Thenwas Sabot affected with shame and penitence, and said:

Master, whydid you bring me into so solitary and gloomy a re-

gion? It is the admonitory image of my soul and life. Hillel

replied: As you would not credit my words, I have sought to see

whether the voice of nature would penetrate thy heart. Sabot

pressed his teacher's hand, and said: You have not been unsuc-
cessful. Anew life-you shall see it-has sprung up inme. inner man, time cannot efface, or the waves ofdeath wash away

So it was : Sabot became an active young man. ThenHillel

took him into a fruitfulvale, onthe bank ofa clear stream, which,

in beautiful meanderings, flowed through flowerymeads, amid

fruit-trees, and overshadowing shrubbery. See here, said the

oldmanto the delighted youth, the image of thy new, industri-

ous life. Nature, which has admonished thee, may now also

reward thee.

Her charms andbeauty canonly delight him,who,inher life,
beholds his own.

ENVY. When a statue had been crected to Theogenes, a cele-

bratedvictor in one of the public games ofGreece, by his fellow

citizens of Thasos, we are told that it excited so strongly the en-

vious hatred of one of his rivals, that he went to it every night,

and endeavored to throw it down by repeated blows , till at last,

unfortunately successful, hewas able tomove it from its pedes

tal, and was crushed to death beneath it on its fall. This, if we

consider the self-consuming misery of envy, is truly what hap-

pens to every envious man. Hemay perhaps throw down his

rival's glory, but he is crushed in his whole soul beneath the

glory which he overturns.

BEAUTIFUL SUPERSTITION.-Among the superstitions of the

Seneca Indians, is one, which, for its singular beauty, should be

well known. When a maiden dies, they imprison ayoung bird

until it first begins to try its power of song, and then loading it

withkisses and caresses, they loose its bonds over her grave, in

the belief that it will not fold its wings,neither close its eyes,

until it has flown to the spirit-land, and delivered its precious

burden of affection to the loved and lost.

THE OUTER MAN mayperish, the desire of the eyes and the

pride of life mayfail; but the signature ofGod's spirit on the

And if on the theatre of life the soul may clotheherself in gar

ments of righteousness that shall never wax old, then is le

precious and holy, and full of dignity; and if, from the wrecz

of all things earthly, the soul may gather the trophies of pure:

faith andamore fervent love,thenmay we bida welcome,-

solemn and tearful though it be,-tothe storms and billows of

adversity, believing that they can work only for our progress

and our highest good.

A BEAUTIFUL IMAGE.-Adeaf and dumb personbeing asked

to give his idea of forgiveness, took a pencil and wrote " Itis

the sweetness which flowers yield when trampled upon."
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