




THE SPIRIT MESSENGER. 27 
the moral and iulellectual facuhies can h:n·e no absolute control. 

Again: If one or both of the parents have an inordinate dc~irc 
to accumulate property, and acquire riches ; and in the gratifi­
tion of which pursuit, tlH'}' employ their intellectual faculties, 
comhined with the inferior facuhies of self-esleem, firmness, 
combativeness, and destructi,·enesi;; the child will i11tci1u/,/y he 
born with a simihu- org-inizatiou, and will, almo~t as inevitahly, 
exercise throughout the whole of its lifo on earth, lhe sa1u<e 
la.culties in the attempt to gratify the same dc,ire. 

Again: If one or both of the parents ha\'e n selfish, nrroganl, 
combative, and impetuous dispo,itioo, with a con~idcral,lc wci_:c;ht 
of characler, the child will be born, and ~row up wi1h a ~i,nilnr 
disposition, and aLility to make ibell; aud many other in,ln·iJu­
als, very unhappy. 

Aud, again: If there be a disposition OR the part of the p:ir­
ents to mental derangement, the cluld will experience, nod per­
haps manifest an under-current of the same con,1itutional de­
tect. Thi,se are a fe"· cases illuslrati\'e of the many i111lurn1·c, 
which are constan1ly at work, impeding the prugrc~si\'e b:au1y 
:u1d elevation of the race. 

The inlluence of the mother upon the child is almost incaku­
lable. She associates with it continually; whereas, the father 
sees it only now and then. The mother is familiar with ils 
powers, its pas~ions, :uul its impulses; whibt the father ~cc:s 
them but partiallr, and even when he witnesses their exhihi1ion, 
he does nut understand their origin and true u10de of lrcat111cn1. 
ThP. mother can sympathize with all its little 1110\'cmct11~, and 
spontaneous attractions; she can understand the secret usc of 
its impetuosity and uneasiness; she can lorgin•, and ;ut,luc, 
and impress maxims of 11c1ion; but the fotl,er is dis<111nlilied 10 
understand those childi~h impulses,· and still less is he cupablc 
of "hushing" the youthful ternpe;t into sweet repose. 

[collcLt:DED l<£XT \\'£EK.] 

tJsyclJologicnl Department. 

VISIONS AND TRANCES. 

In our last two numbus, our readers were entertained with 
interesting e1tracts fwm the Great Harmonia, in which was 
faithfully described the l,camiful process of ,lying, as it was wit­
ne&sed by the clairvoyant, in the ca"e of a lady &ixty p·a1-s of 
age, at the time of her metamorphosis. There are many facts 
constantly transpiring, s0me of which have altraetcJ puhlic 
notice, that can only be cxplai11,0 d by admitting the gr<'at trrilh, 
that, in the last mnmenls of cxisleuce in the material body, the 
spirirnal perecp1ions arc nalttrally incrl'as~d; and I hat, when the 
spiril is entirl'iy frec,l from its enra~ement of tle.,h, its powers 
aod intelligence are wo11dcrfully 111,F,ldc,l. 

It is but a fl'W years since, tliat a little child lay at the point 
of death, s11Jlcring from a typhus lcnr, at its fother"s house in 
New Jersey. Before its final dis,ol11tio11, in a lit of delirium, as 
its parents supposeil, it aroused, and cxdai111e,l-" Jlotlnr, my 
l,ru//1er is comi1ti; hoTM from Liucrpuol -he is about tn·e111y mihs 
from Nero l"ork, and ,rill be here at llco o'duck /o-111orro10 ajicr­
tanoo11. Ile has got Jit-e books for the cltildrc11 - all 11·i//1 red 
rorcrs." To the astonishment of the famih·, that ,·isiun 
prun,d true, to the \'cry teller. Sc-,·crnl scientitie aiul religious 
papers in New 'l ork published tl,e fact~, which were well 
authentie:tll'tl, and prunounc,·d till' whole matter an u11nuou11tn/,/e 
nuuilc,tatiun of the power of Di1·ine ProYideure. 

A11other interesting iudtll'nt is reconle,\ in the Bnn~or (Mc.) 
W'l,ig, uf Sepll'lllher, 1819. \\'e make the following cxlracts: 

"An incident of the choll'ra occurred in this ci1y a few dn~·s 
since, whid1 fur se\·eral ren.sons we think worth H'coriling. 
Amon!! the households which had been i_:ntcrcd anti stric-k<"n bv 
the fatal disease, was that of ;\[r. Hanl!it'}', a wonhy lrishma;1 
who hns long been employt•d by the Commi"ioner of Streets. 
His wifo, a warm-hearte,I, motherly wowau, dcvute,lly attarhed 
to chil,lren, and sdf-sacritkiug to promote their welfare aml 
happin<'ss, was taken with the cholera and died, and wns buried 
on ThuNlay, Sept. 20th. Next, a lovely little daughter, se,·en 

years of a~e, was taken si<:k, and she too dird (apparently), und 
her bo,ly was laid out am! her limbs adjusted in the embrace ol 
the King of T1,rrors. The falher applied to Alderman Wingate 
for a cotliu, but for some cau~e it could not be had immediat~ly, 
anJ its dl'lin~ry was po~tponed for an hour or two ; during this 
timr, !\Ir. Hanc:l~y returnrd home, when the supposed dead child 
strclchcd r.,nh hrr onns, with the exclamation II Oh, Father, I 
have be,•11 tu Hea,·en, and it is a beautifol place!" 

After the surpri:,;e and the excitement of the girl had subsided, 
she gave n relation of what she had seen, as she expressed it, 
"in Heaven." 

She saw her mother in Heaven, and she was Inking care of 
little children, many of whom she called by name, and among 
thf,m she said \\·ere four childrm of Uncle Hangley, and three 
<:hildren of Uncle Cassey's. "Aunt Lynch is not there now, 
but will l,e lo-morrow." 

"But;' suit! an elder sister, "it cannot be so, dearest, for thi-.re 
an, but two of \;ucle Cassey's children dead!" 

11 YE:s, I saw three of them in Heaven, and dear mother was 
taking care of tlrcm. All were dressed in white, and all were 
very happy, and the children playing. Oh! it was beautiful 
there." 

)Ir. llnngley immtdiately infonnccl l\lr. Wingate that his 
daughler was not dead, when he, in company with Dr. l\lorrisoo, 
vbited the house, and the little girl related substantially the 
same story. It M~?111s too, that shortly a tier this relation of the 
little girl of what she had seen and heard in Heaven, a message 
came from Mr. Cas,cy in Carmel, gi1·ing infommtion of the 
dcalh of another child, and im·iting them to attend the fuoual. 

Of tl:e four children of her Uncle Hanglcy, two died in this 
city, anJ two were drowned on their passage from Ireland. 

We called on Salurday to see and t.alk with this httle girl, but 
she was very feeble, and just then in a drowse, and we would 
nut allow l,cr to be disturbed. She is said to have a very thought­
ful and serious co1111tennnce, and to be a very interesting child. 
She had no wi,h to live, but preferred returning 10 her mother. 
The father ancl sisters nre seriously, but very happily impressed 
with the relations of this sweet child, and joyfully believe the 
story she tells. Their house is a pattern of neatness, and they 
all possess hearts overllowing with affection, and are sincerely 
happy on account of their heavenly messenger. 

"1 "·as sorry,'' said Mr. H. to Dr. Morrison, in the honest, 
truthful simplicity ol bis heart, "when my good wife died, but 
I'm not now, but only wish to be with her." The elder sisters, 
too, live in joyful hope of meeting at length, and they care not 
how won, if it be God's time, their dear mother in heaven, 
where she has been seen by their angel sister, who has been per. 
milled to return to the earth and make the fact known to them." 

To the believers in a <:old, malenal philosophy, and in the 
unnatural theological doctrine that the soul is des1ioed to slum­
ber in the grave, until some future trump shall sound and call 
it forth, re-clothed in the corrupt mailer that composed its cor­
poreal body, such phenomena will always appear unaccounta• 
ble. But to the spiritual philosopher, who exercises the higher 
faculties of his soul; he who has an indwelling consciousness 
of the rrality and immortality of the interior man, nnd who be­
lieves that the spirit has a form of refined and indestructible 
matter, noel is possessed of an intelligence which is expnnded by 
the chnn~e called death, there is nothing unnatural or miracn• 
lous in such man ifestatioos of increased ~piritunl perception. 

A. K. 

n:::?We have been recently informed, on reliable authority, 
that apiritual communication•, through the medium of what 
are usually termed the "rapping•," are now being regularly 
received at the reaidence of Mr. J. F. CLAClltu:R, Ohio. 

We alao learn from a friend reaiding in Bridgeport, Conn., 
that the so-called laave recently visited hi• 
own bouBC, and that abundant demonstration, have been made 
of the preeence and power of apiritual agenciea. Theae facta 
preaf'nt an inlereating illustration of the gradual ei:tenaion of 
spiritual manife1tation1, proving that the lime approaching 
when the of an intimate communion with the ce-
le1tial world will be universally e»joyed. a. r. •· 
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APOLLOS MUNN AND R, P, AMBLER, EDITORS, 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS., AtGUST 31, 18j0, 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TRUE FAITH. 

Every person who will reflect on the snbjecl, will acknowledge 
the importnnce an<l ncce,sity of f11ith Amid the multitude of 
human crPeds and theories which have prevnile<I in the world, 
mau finds il essential to brlieve som.:thi11g; aud though he may 
reject every estahh,he,I system presented to his viP.w, he is cer• 
tain to entertain a faith of his own. It is faith by which we 
walk. This forms one of the great main-springs of human 
action. It gives direction to the thvughts, let·lings, aud impulse8 
within, and, to a greater or less extent, detffmines the nature of 
the outward mon·ments. Holding in view, therefore, the im­
portance of that which men may believe, J propose in the present 
article to unluld some of the prominent cluractcristics of the 
true faith. 

The Christian Church has long 1:>P.en rent with controversies 
and disputes, in relation to the particular faith which ought to be 
received nnd cherished. On this suhject, varied and opposite 
opinion~ have been entertained, and it would be a vain attempt 
to set up nny sectarian standard which slwnltl command a uni­
versal assent. I( howe1·er, we may not infallibly determine the 
precise doctrines which are proper to be received, we may at least 
discover some of the essential leaturcs of a genumc faith, which 
will be recognized by the interior sense. 

Let it he remarked at the outset that the true fnith is bwutiful 
arui attractit1,; in its nature. Its messages are those of love, and 
peace, and good will to men. It speaks not in the thunders of 
Siaai, amt its voice is not ht:'nrd in the earthquake or tile storm. 
There is 001 bing dt1rk or repulsive in its re1·elations - nothing 
fearful or dt:'nunciatory in its language, but as light is adapted to 
the eye,and a~ music delights the soul, it is presented to the mind 
ill a lovely and attmeti1·e form. Error, though glossed with 
sophistry and made plausible with argument, can never be in­
trinsically beautiful, and from beneath the outward guise in 
which it i.s concealed, will steal the traces of its deformity. But 
on the contrary, IJ1e true faith, as it comes from the great Spirit 
of Beauty, nnd accords with the outward expressions of tha1 
spirit in. nature, must be inherently attractive. II comes as an 
angel of li!!ht, T!ldinnt with celestial purity. It is sent as the 
messenger that points to hea1·en ; end as it opens the dark veil 
of the future, as it soars to the throne of inaccessible light, and 
unfolds the glories of a higher sphere, II brings to the listening 
sool of mau "\'isions all beautiful." Turning then from the 
stern, gloomy and repulsive doctrines that men haveestal.ili,hed, 
we shall !ind the true faith in that which is bright and glorious, 
like the Source from whence it tlows. 

Another point 10 be considered is, that the true faith is a ra• 
tional one. By this, I mean that it is based 011 the principles of 
reason, and resulls from the impartial exercise of the intellectual 
powers, not being obscured by the folds of mystery, or Jost in the 
mist ol groundless fancies. !\lany persons are content to exer­
cise a fn1th which has no connection with rea~on; a faith which 
is dependent on mt:'re theological speculations, nnd has no other 
foundation than the testimony of their spiritual torus, and the 
credulity of their own minds. Such _a faith, however, can be 
only a blind nnd worthless guide to m:,.n; and if we carefully 
ob3Crve its eliects which are everywhere visible in society, we 
shall sec that it bas already misled its recipients into the gloomy 
mazes of superstition and error. We ere again reminded that 
the ~nuine fnith is a rational one, that it roams only where rea­
son has prepared the wny, and recdves that alone as its ba~is, 
which the unperverted vision of the soul has discovered to be 
true. Hence while others feed on airy fancies and gloomy super• 
stitions, believing in incomprehensible mysteries and supernatural 
wouden, it becomes ua to cherish a faith which will bear the 

sr.rutiny ol thought, and which can be reconciled with the un­
ernng tcaclung~ ol nature and the immutable laws of God. 

In tbc next place, it is well to observe that the true faith is im­
portaai anJ /rte. lt IS confined within no limits prescribed by the 
selfishness of man. It is restricted by no line which sect and 
party may establish. Beyond the -narrow enclosure of human 
systems, it soars away through the unlimited sphere of truth, and 
above the darkness where superstition lowers, it reigns in libeny 
and light. The true faith hos no congeniality with those gloomy 
creeds which represent God as a partial Being, nnd te\'eal no 
heaven but for a few. It finds its appropriate similitude in the 
rays of the sun and the foiling showers which c1escend upon nll. 
It embraces in its promised hlc~~ingsthe vast brotherhood of man, 
unfolds the Father in the mnjesty nnd greatness of his being, and 
then beyond the clouds which overshadow earth, it points to a 
home where Jove shall be infinile, and where joy shall be univer­
sal. As there is no limit to the perfections of God, no boundnry 
to the works of his creation, and no end to the truth which He has 
endowed with infinity, sot he tme faith is unlimited in itsnntore, 
~oaring in freedom through the vast field of intellectual inquiry. 
It is unshackled as the broad ocean, the free air, or expanding 
light; and it is this which renders it adapted to the spiritual 
wants of man, and suited to revive, nourish, and strengthen the 
soul. 

Again, it should be noticed that the genuine faith is a liring 
and working one. It is not a passive, dead, intellectual belief 
which is laid up in the mind to be remembered and rejoiced in at 
particular seasons. It consists not in a mere idea, thought, or 
opinion, which is to be treasured like a valued jewel. But it is a 
feeling, realizing and abiding sense of truth which is to operate 
continually within, and animate the whole spiritual man. The 
true faith has a mighty and important mission to p{'fform, and 
hence it is not a mere skeleton of thought, but a living and 
breathing energy- not a mere passive conception, but an active 
and operating power. In this the heart, as well as the mind, the 
njjecti,ms, as well as the thoughts arc engaged. There is an im­
pulse here which moves the whole inner being- a spirit which 
breathes its life through every fibre of the soul. There is nothing 
cold or inanimate in its nature; it is not pa5sivc, like the stag­
nant pool, but flows to the heart like living streams and tbe 
breath of God. 

In thi~ conneclion let it be remarked further thnt the true faith 
operates through lot•e. This fnct unfolds one of its most impor­
tant and allra..:tive features. Love is the moving spirit by which 
it nets. It bas no voice to menace, no power to destroy, but it is 
gentle and peaceful in its character, working its way to the heart, 
and relying alone for success on its own winning noel persuasive 
influence. In contrast with this, the systems of men are wont to 
employ a far different principle. Ill'ing rcpulfh·e and odious in 
themselves, they ha1·e made use of foreign and arbitrary means 
to advance tht'ir interests. Cruelty, oppression, and death ha,·e 
been the results of their sway. They ha1·e gone forth assumin 6 
a hostile bearing to all who may stand in oppo~ition to their teach­
ings. They have raised the arm of persecution, built the cross 
of the martyr, and lighted the fire of the faggot; and when, 
through the growing freedom and toleration of public sentiment, 
they were no longer permilted to manifest their ~pirit in this man­
ner, they have endcarnreil to alarm the fears and terrify tho 
hearts of men, by gloomy revelations of divine wrath and terri­
fying vi~ions of future misery. Such is the ngency employed by 
human systems. The true faith is rosse,sed of a mightier and 
holier power. It works by lot1e. It is aided by the spirit of God­
that spirit which first moved over the face of the deep, and rolled 
away the darkness from its bosom; aml by this it enters, with an 
all-subduing and resistless intluence, into the sanctuary of the 
soul, and there it purifies the nffections, relines the thoughts, and 
exalts the dP-sires, e,·er revealing love a.~ the nature of God, the 
duty of man, and the inheritance of nil. 

Thus may we recognize soml'! of the prominent characteristics 
of the true faith. With these as our guide, may we seek and 
find that treasure in which the soul delights. Let us seek it, 
though it may lend a.s it has led, through clouds of reproach and 
storms of persecution, remembering that the true faith, amid all 
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THE SPIRIT MESSENGER. 29 
the elforts which may be made to stay its progress, shall at last 
prove triumphant; that it shall gain a mighty :111d glorious vic• 
tory over the world - a Yictory in which all humanity shall re­
joice, and which even angels on high shall delight to witness. 

•· r. ,. 

THB LAW OF HAJUIOBY. 

Superior to all other laws cs1ablishcd in creation, and exist• 
ing as the lcgi1imatc result ol their action, is the great law of 
Harmony. This law applies not only to the outward universe, 
but also to Deity himself, a" it consti111tes one of the essemial 
o.nd inherent principles of His nature. It is in fact the e,ul at­
tained by the innumerable parts of creation -the ejfea, pro­
duced by the natural operation of the grand Wuo1.11. 

The final purpose of God being resolved iuto a unity, all 
things tend harmoniously towards one ernl. Though occupying 
di!lerent spheres, and existing in different stages of develop­
ment, 1be varied forms of na1urc have no contl1cting aims, but 
combine lo work oul 1he gn•at and bcamiful result, in1ended by 
the Divine l\lind. Each part in the mechanism of creation, 
bears a rcla1iun to nil other parts; each is essenual to form the 
whole, and each performs its appropriate office, while all unite, 
and act in unison and harmony, 10 accomplish the proposed de­
sign. 

So the multifarious laws established in nature, are but subor­
dinate tendencies, ha\·ing constant rclerence to one eternal pur­
pose, and, as wheels moving within wheels in a perfect ma­
chinery, are made subservient to the great law of harmony. 
These inferior laws are all e,sential to the superior law here 
mentioned, and on the separate and united operation of all these, 
the other is necessarily dependent. Hence, 1he law of harmo­
ny requires that all the subunlinale principles of nature should 
always preserve their specific and appropriate action, and t.ha1 
these should never, for a sin;;lc mom~nt, be reversed or nupend­
ed. When we are 1old1 Lherelure, that Lo answer some special 
purpo!ie, the laws of nature ha\·e been suspended in certain 
cases, as exemplified in the changing of water into wine, and 
the resurrection of a dead body, in which the process of deeom­
position had already commenced, we know that this cannot be true, 
because, such is the mutual dependence of tLll things in nature, 
this suspension, or reversal, of established laws, would jar the 
whole machinery of creation, and the law of harmony which 
pervades the very being of God, aud constitutes an essential 
principle of the universe, can never be infringed. Though we 
are accustomed to innst Deity with the attribute of omnipo­
tence, yet it is c\·ident to every philosophical mind, that it is ut­
terly impossible for Him to act incon~isleot with his own nature, 
or in auy way disturb the beautiful harmony of His universe, 
which is nu outward and natural expression of the interior prin­
ciple. 

The law of harmony is, therefore, supreme and eternal. It 
cannot be chaugcd by any contiu;;ency which may arise in hu­
man atfairs. To this, the whole material creation is made to 
conform; by this, the spheres of the celestial universe are 
:;o\·erned, and towards this, society, in its approach to the grand 
end-unity and happiness, is rapidly and surely tending. 

a. P.A. 

Our poetical dcp:irtment this week contains nn interesting 
artide; 1rn<I, thnuks to our kind contribntors, the future is also 
full of promise. The thoughts that flow from the pen of our 
fair corrcsp~nlcnt S1LoN.,, benr on their face the evidence of 
an origin in the "pure sanctuary," and ore e\'er welcome to 
t·ongenial spirits, We hope to hear from her often. We have, 
for future numlwrs, l\\"O bea111iful poems from Fun GRU!'f; 

two from T. H. Cmnu, 1\1. D., of "\\rn..,hington, Ga.; two from 
S. H. LLOYD, of'Boston, nnd one from JA11Es R1cHARDSOlf, Jr.,of 
Dedham. Our rearlers shall have them in due time. Each of 
these poetical gems is worlh more to the reader I.bat the sub. 
scription price of the p:iper. "· •· 

There is no death ; what men call death, i, but the mortal 
lltruggle for immortality! ,. a. •· 

OUR BRBTHRBll OP THB PRESS. 

We are indebted to many editorial brothers for words of kind• 
ness, given since we firsl announced the character and objects o{ 
the Messenger. In almost every direction, 9ur little paper baa 
been greeted with expressions of fraternal welcome, which will 
be treasured in our memory as bright lights in the path-way of 
life. A single exception to this general rule of brotherly kind• 
ncss, is furnished by the Universalist Trumpet, published in Bos­
ton, and edited by Rev. TuoMAS Wernz11ou. This Christian 
minist1:r, to whom many p<"ople are accustomed to look for an 
exemplification of those principles which lead to "PEACE 01' 

[ARTH," and bring "Gl)OO WILL TO IIIEll," we regret to say, baa 

indulged the lower faculties of hts nature, in the unprofitable 
effort to ridicule, personally, the writers for the Messenger. If 
we were guverni,d purely by selfish motivt>s, v,e should not re­
gret such attacks from that, or any other quarter; for, while they 
are_ perfoc1ly harmless to us, they will very likely n:coil and injure 
their authors. But, when we reflect that Mr Whittemore stands 
before the world as a minister of the gospel-an avowed ex­
pounder of the principles of 1be Prince of Pence-a living 
representative, and prufossed impersouation and teacher of a 
doctrine based upon the idea of Lov& To Goo AND MAN -we 
do think he would have manilested greater wisdom, hnd h~ taken 
a little more time for retlec11on1 before entering the arena of per­
sonal dc1rnc1ion, as a voluntary gladia1or, ready to cut down 
those whq do not choose to be saved, by taking refuge under the 
narrow folds of a sectarian banner. We well know the force 
of prejudice, and ha\·e felt the withering power of sectarism; 
but neither the one nor the other, shall deter us from an honest 
pursuance of that line of duty, which our allegiance to reason 
nnd truth requires. The spirit of the beautiful philosophy we 
love, expands the fraternal sentiment, and inculcates unity and 
peace. We can assure the editor of the Trumpet, thnt he has 
not only failed to wound our feelings, but has also foiled to en­
gender in our hearts, a single spark of unkindness. We shall 
rejoice with him, and for him, when his mind shall become freed 
from prejudice, and when I.be dark mantle of bigotry, which, like 
a funeral pall, envelopes the sect to which he belongs, a:i well as 
others, shall be so far lifted up as to l"!'Veal to the unde~tucling 
of all, the beautiful aud important truth, that God CAN, and WILi,, 

draw all his children tu himself, by an inherent power of His 
own, even if they should foil to believe in a special plan, or to 
seek salvation through the darkened and contracted chnnnels of 
intolerant seclarism. Then will the spirit of strite and person• 
al detractiou. which naturally arises from the antagonistic insti• 
lutions of religious parties, give way in the mnrch of progress, 
lo the more geninl, nnd fraternizing intluences, which flow from 
nn expanded conception of the religion of nature, and the spirit 
of the true God. 

We repeat, that we have no desire to meet l\fr. ,vhittemore 
with the wen pons he has chosen ; we prefer to repay his harsh­
ness with words of brotherly love. It is but just, however, that we 
should remind him of the high position he has assumed as a 
public instructor, nod n contemner of illiberality in other sects, 
aml suggest, that tf he would secure the respect of the world to 
aid him in his mission, it would be well that bis outer expres­
sions which are indica1ive of the i11terior man, should, hereafter, 
exhibit thnt mild and liberal spirit-lhat fraternal regard for I.be 
human race, which "angels love to gnzeupon," and 'l\"hich illus­
trates a heart that feels no enmity against God or J)lan. ,. •· 

God's smile is in the sun-light; those who dwell above earth's 
clouds and shadows, enJoy the lighl of His smile forever, 

S. B. B. 

117" The kind letter of T. S. S., of Randolph, Cattaraugus 
Connty, N. Y., with a suhstantial remittance, came safely to 
hand. Many thanks, brother. 

l\lr. Milo A. Townsend, of New Brighton, Beaver Co., Pa., 
is authorized to act as Agent for the Messenger, ill Western 
Penru,-ylvania and Nori.hem Ohio. 
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What ia the Sabbath 1 

The Sabbath is ll day of rest, originally sug~ested and estab­
lished b,• the Israelites or Jews in the patriarchal age, which age 
may be ·consitlered as a mediatorilll or transition era, just half 
WllY between Savagisrn and Republicanism; the form of gov­
ernment to whid1 the progressions and d<'\·elopments of the 
present age are a,h,ancing the universal family of man. Sab­
bath is callc,,l Sunday, becnuse it WILs, sub~equently to its estab­
lishment, dedicated or consecrated to the SuN, by the most ancient 

• Drui,b, an,I also by the early religious sects in Persia. ln Persia 
there are :i\Iagi, or priests of the Sun, who di,d1arge what they 
are tllu~ht to ·believe to be their sacerdotal duties chiefly on that 
dav. 

Sunday was dedicated to the Sun ; Mornlay to the .1Ioon; 
Tuesday.to the god Tuesco; Wedues,lay to the god Wednos; 
Thursda\' to the wxl Thor, &c.; but, for a few centuries past, the 
Sabbath.has bee~ set apart hy man, who m!lde it origin,illy, for 
purposes of rest, meditation and worship. 

As a ~oeial in~tirntion, this day is worthy of commemoration 
and un,\ying rc~pect; but llS ll religimts institution, it may be 
forgotten·; hcCllnsc it has lllways caused thnt c!1Lss of persons 
for. whom it was de,igne<l - I mean the laborer and the irreli­
gi<JUS - to do on other days through the week, wh_at it is never 
right to no at any time,-supposmg tlmt, by not dom7 the same 
on the Sal,hath, their souls would pass to heaHn free lrom pollu­
ti11n and ,in. It is right to lfre every day as correctly as on Sun­
day. To live and !let every day as we would oil Sunday, and Oil 
Sunday ns we would every d!ly-thus living a holy and right­
eous tifo at all times- is surely more like our Hea,·enly Father; 
whose tides ebb and flow in our seas; whose birds sing; whose 
flowers bloom; whose Sun shines; and whose innumemble Orbs 
roll on through the immeasurable firmament, nil Just as much on 
the Sabbath ns any other dny ! 

Fatisn1ed with the toils of the week, man llllll beast require 
rest ,11;-d refreshment. The beast refreshes his nature, the aspira­
tions of which are never higher than the g-ranary; but man, 
whose llSpirations arc towarrl Immortality and eternal Happiness, 
mar put aside the ideas and mo,·em<•nts comll'cted with material 
things, and repair to the sanctuary for spiritual culture and ele­
vation. This is the rational WllY to CC'lcbrate the Sabbath; only 
let not the sanctuary, in whkh you worship the ONE TRUE Goo, 
be al wars composed of wood, brick and clny. No! Seek Go<I 
in his u~iversal Temple. If you are moved to read the "Word 
of God," g-o forth to the hight•st mountain, to the humblest valley, 
10 the living forest, to the simplest flower; antl jnst as much as 
your Love i~ drvcloperl !lJl!l your Wis,lom is unfolded, will be the 
;nagnitmle nnd practicability of the lessons you receive,from these 
)x>a~tiful chapters in the everlasting Volume. .1..1. D. 

A Theological Argument. 

W c make the following extract from an article in the Spring­
field Republican, a res~ctahle newspaper, whose editor is a 
ml!mber of a scctllrian church : 

"It is expected that all men in the 'superior condition,' who 
are not free morn\ agents, will take such liberties with the mean. 
in~ of words and terms, in the English language, !ls they may 
se~ fit to be obliged to take. The public would like to be in­
formed b\' J\lr. Andrew Jackson Davis who Jehovah was agent 
for whc11°cngagcd in the agency of creation?" 

\Ve do not !ldmire the taste of our brother who concei,·ed and 
pcnnEd the nhove sentiments. It would have seeme-d better if he 

crtalurt and the great CREATOR. \\"e are not inclined 10 blame. 
but to pity that brother, who is so far from the ■UP1ia1oa 
co~DITI0!f that his mental vision is obscured by the dark ahroud 
of a folse theology. We advi!>e him to tum to the light gradu. 
lllly. The brig-ht rnys of the sun at meridian should never be 
llilov;ed to strike too suddenly on the enfeebled optic nerve--
made so by the darkness of popular superstition. ..t.. •· 

C0RREBP0llDENCE. 
In the mid at of the powerful stream of oppo1ition that flows 

down upon u•, from the self-elevated, but dark and gloomy 
fountains of religious bigotry, it i■ refre1bing and cheering l.o 
our spirits, to turn to the many token■ of kindneas aud en­
courag,-ment, which spring up spontaneou1ly in the hearta of 
those who readily perceive and appreciate the importance of 
our miseion, and which reach us in the form of welcome let­
ters by every mail. A■ a specimen of the tone of our corre .. 
pondence,coming to us from many section■ of our wide-spread 
country, we take the liberty of giving the following extracts 
from letters, the first, written by a lady of Southampton, 1''ho, 
although per■onally a stranger, is evidently no atranger to the 
apirit of the new and harmonial philosophy - the 1econd, by 
a distinguiahed literary gentleman of Georgia: 

SoUTBAMPT01', Ma., Aug. 18, 1850. 
Dua BRoTHl:RS: I rt>joice to know that there are thoN 

who, in the midst of the darkness of prejudice and pious big­
otry, are breaking away from the narrow bounds by which 
minds have been so Jong held, and launch out, untrammeled, 
into the broad field of universal truth, and uplore those mys­
teries which have been bid (or ages, but which are 110w made 
manifest to tho! children of men. 

We live in an age when new truths are breaking out, wl1en 
light i1 pressing itself into dork corner,, and flying with 
mighty speed; and men, with all their wisdom,can no longer 
cover up or smother its rays. All that remains for them to do, 
is to advance with its hnstening footsteps, or be trampled be­
neath its mighty tread. Newspaper paragraphs and pulpit 
eloquence can no longer stop it.a progress. Its force is like 
the torrent, irresiatible. 

I am glad to leun that you have, like Jeana of Naureth, 
been willing lo make yourselves of "no reputation" for con­
~cience sake, and stand forth aa lights in this community. 
May y"ur voice be loud, and may its tone, of love fall on the 
ear of the sinner kept in darkness by the teachings of men, 
establishing the great truth that man was born, not merely to 
die, but to live forever; that a faithful Providence is continu­
ally drawing him onwar,\ to immortality and eternal life. ( 
trust you have counted the cost in taking this stand. You 
probably know and have felt that no garland of roses will en­
circle your brows, and no burst of applause will greet your 
ears, but that, on the contrary, your badge of honor will be a 
crown of thorns. I find it coats all that a man hath, yea, and 
woman too, to identify one's sE>lf with any reform, or stand in 
defense of any new truths outoide of the church; and I am 
aware that it is ont of the church that new truthupring forth, 
flourish, and bear fruit unto eternal life. 

'fhe title," Spirit MessE>nger," has a charm to me, from the 
fact that my little family have already entered the spirit-land, 
and 1 love to think of them as "Ministering Spirits•·-mee­
sengers of mercy, to help me onward in the path which leade 
to God. 

Yours, in the cause of truth, T. -R. R. 

had attempted to answer the arguments of Mr. Davis on the \V ASHINGToN, GA., An gust, 15th, 1850. 
subject of man's free agency, instead of manifesting an appar- Dua Fn1'ENDs,- I have inst received the fir~t No. of " Tl~ 
ent want of respect for the Creator of the uni,·erse, by comparing Spirit Jlltsswgcr," llnd am truly pleased with the manner in 
him to a mere ag,111, with limited powers like dependent man, which it is arranged- reminding me as it does of the so-much­
whom He h:i.s created. It i3 n pleasing evidence of the mental pro- belO\·ed " Univ,rcalum," whose discontinuance has caused 60 

g-res~ion of the human family, that very few can he found at the much regret tluoughout the Union. 
~ge of manhood, who cannot readily di~tinguish a11d understand I am gllld to see that A. J. Dttvis and Fanny Green are both 
s;;mcthi11g of the relations between the necessitous and trammelled contributors to it. Mrs. Green is a llldy of elegant abilities. 
finite, and the free and boundless Infinite-between the mere I Her" Ethelda," publi~hed in" The AIIUrican People's Joun1al,,. 
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is one of the finest Mythical Tales ever written. Besides, she 
writes beautiful poetry. 

Your paper is beautifully printed, and I am anxious to hear 
of your P.ntire success. 

My soul delights to wander over the flower-enameled fields of 
your elysium, where the souls of the great departed have wan­
dered, in da~·s gone by - for it is in this field, and in this alone, 
that our enraptured souls can hold blissful converse with tho~e 
beautiful angels who were once the idols of our hearts here on 
earth. 

It is a ruby star which rises up in this morning of time to 
hernld us to the Everlasting Day. May you never cease in 
your efforts until you make it a Lucifer of the most glorious 
Apocalypse to the souls of men. 

Wi5hing you all happiness, 
l remain yours, most truly, 

Editors of" The Spirit Messe,,ger." T, u. c. 

Supernatmaliam. 
The term Nature is properly used to express all the innumer­

able forms, both visil,le and invisiule, existing in the whole uni­
verse, which are an effect and manifestation of the Creator's 
power. It comprehends not only those things which may be seen 
with the outward eye, but also those suulle and refined elements 
which, from their exalted position in the progressive scale of ex­
istence, are beyond the reach of the human vision. Nature 
therefore, embraces both the physical and the spiritual, for one is 
as properly a work of God, and as necessarily subject to estab­
lished laws, as the other. In short, everything in the whole uni­
verse may be comprehended in two grt-at departments -God, the 
Cause-Nature, the Effect. The supposition, then, that there is, 
or ever has been anything, less than the Divine Mind itself, which 
is supernatural or above nature, involves an impossibility and 
absurdity. 

I am aware that the plan of the old Theology is bn.~ed, to a 
great extent, on the occurrence of events which are regarded as 
supernatural. The ba~is, howe\"er, which is here recognized, is 
as frail and untenable ns the system itself is corrupt and false. 
The ennts supposed to be supernatural have been so regarded, 
merely because the laws by which they were produced have not 
been understood. 

Stall(\ing as it were in the vestibule of creation, we are able to 
penetrate but a ~mall part of its sublime mysteries, and hence, 
not co111prehc:n<ling all the essential principles operating in Na­
ture, we have been inclined 10 limit them to the boundary of our 
own visi<,n, and imagine that those occurrences which cannot be 
readily explained, must be abot·e or beyond nature, resulting from 
some special exercise of divine power. ,vhcn, howc\"er, we take 
a more extended sun·ey of the Crca1or's works ; when we con­
si,ler that e\'erthing below God which exists a~ an eficct of His 
power is a part of nature, and that those creations which are 
spiritual and invisible to the outward sense, are governed by laws 
n.s fixed and immntahle as tho~e with which we are acquainted 
in this material sphere, we shall realize that there is and can be 
nothing ~upernatural, but that all events, however mysterious 
and wonderful in their character, are the result of established 
principk•s, which, though not nt pre~ent comprehended, shall be 
known n.~ we adrnnce in knowledge, and the light of a superior 
wisdom breaks upon the soul. 11. P. A. 

INTEnr.sTixo Wonx.-Our readers will be pleued to learn, 
as we do, that Mr. Wn.UAM F11uao0Gn,anaecompliehed and 
well known l:'eychological writer, and one of the editors of the 
late " U niverca,lum," is preparing for publication, a small 
volume compriaing the hiatory of spiritual intercourse in all 
ages, and eepecioliy in modern times, through clairvoyance, 
the rapping•, &c. Such a work ie much needed, nnd from 
our knowledge of the reaearch and ability of Mr. Fi1hbough, 
we cannot doubt that it will come quite up lo the demand of 
the age. ~~-~-w -- A, •• 

1J)otlrJ1. 

SPIRITUAL PRESENCE. 

WRITTEN FOR THE srtRIT Jll[SSENGER. 

We nre ne,•er alone, the angels are near. 
We ha,·e nothing to weep for, nothing 10 fear; 
Our tears are all dried, our hearts need not sigh, 
Sweet spirils are nc.1.r us - the angels arc ni;;u. 

Be still-for they whi,per, the ,•oice is within, 
The low, gentle sonncl is not heard 'mi,lst thr. din; 
Not in the whirl of the gay world doth it tell 
The words which, in stillness, it breathes, "all is 1rdl." 

Listen to that music and hark to that tone 
Which breathes to thee sweetly, "thou art not 
Be strong, for thy guardian spirit is by; 
Be bless'd, for pure angels are hovering nigh. 

alone"-

Enter thy closet, shut the door, and be still, 
Subdued be thy heart, and resigned be thy will; 
God's me~scngers come, list ye what they impart, 
Aye, hear them, and write what they teach, on thy heart. 

Fear not, they are here, and slart not at that s01111d, 
For the place where you stand is hollowed ground, 
And the spirits have come, to prorlaim to man 
That life is immortal, and not a brief span. 

Too long have we grieved, clad in mourning and gloom, 
Too long ba\"e we bow'd 'neath the power of the tomb; 
'T is time that the world more enlightened had grown, 
For through the grave's portals the true light has shone. 

No more shall its darkness turn day into night, 
ObsOl'lring the ~oul's life, and dimming its light-
But the Truth shall proclaim that "death is no more,". 
Our griefs and our sorro,,·s- their reign shall be o'er. 

Then list to the sounds when ye hear them close by, 
Start not, and fear not, for the living are nigh ; 
And not from the grave do they come to our side, 
To be both on earth, and to Heaven our g•tidr.. 

They come from fair worlds, from a glorious sphere, 
From their bright homes on high to be with us here­
They le:ive us not alone, but are watching nigh, 
With the power of that love which never can die. 

They enter our chambers, they pass to and fro ! 
0 listen to catch the low sounds as they go; 
A spirit is near thee-fear not-'tis a brother, 
A sister, perhaps, or thine own lov'd mother. 

A father, it may be, who seeks his dear child, 
To reclaim what, perhaps, the world has beguiled; 
It may be the lov'd child thou long bast thought dead, 
Clothed with new beauty, standing close by thy b<id-

A son, or a daughter, who watches thy sl<'cp, 
Close, close by the pillow their vigils they keep; 
Or thine infant has come, and breathes a low tone, 
"Mother, I Jove thee, and I still am thine own." 

The passage from earth severs not the heart's ties, 
Love is of the soul, and the soul ne,·er <lies; 
Heart draws to heart, and it is felt tbro' each sphere, 
And true lo\·e dies not which has once been horn here 

And the band which so gen1ly touches thine now, 
Or passes so soothingly over thy brow-
Is that which caressed thee in days that are gone ; 
'Twill guide thee in love to Eternity's dnwn. II? Letters for Mr. A. J. DHts should be addressed to him at 

Cambridge, )lass., where he will probably reside for one year, 
or more. Cam6ridge, .dug. 14, 1850. Sn.o:u. 
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.fflhmllanrous llJrpnrlmrnt. 

A PARABLE. 

Early in the twilight of the morning, lhe sage H1llel walked 
out with his disciples in the vicinity of l\lount Hermon. They 
talked together of faith, of the higher worl<l, and of divine 
wisdom. 

Then asked his disciples : Rabboni, to what dost thou compare 
the divine wisdom? 

Hillel lifted his hand, and said: Behold! there shines its 
symbol, the morning dawn ! Fog and misl still lie npon the hills 
and vallics, and earth rests in silence waiting, while the gates of 
heaven are now quietly aml gradually unfolded. 

We understand, said the pupils; it com<'s from above, and 
takes up its abode with quiet beli<'ving humility. 

Again Hillel liftecl his hand to the morning twilight, and 
said: See, it now bows itself down to the clark, slumbering 
earth. Already it pours forth, over hill and vale, a soft, 
lovely light; and inanimate creation shines in more than earth• 
ly splendor. 

Nature grows in signification and import! said the disciples. 
Behold! said the teacher, how its gently nndnlating stream of 

light rests densely on earth, like a barnl that unites earth with 
Heaven. 

!\fan with Goel, softly whispered the clisciplcs. 
It does not irnlPed, give 0111 the brightness of day, nor does it 

shed around a solemn darkn,;ss; but it nnn<nrnccs, with its mil<l 
light, the source of day, which retires hchintl its veil. We ni:d1t• 
wanderers look up lo it wilh confidence allll joy, for we know it 
promises the day. 

You percei1·e how frngrnnlly Hennon smdb and renew~ his 
strength; the plants grow green, and the bm!s bloom in the 
light of the dawn. The dew, distilled out of its bosom, fell 
gently down on earth; and see how it now sits ~parkling on 
every leaf and blade of grass, like the pearls uf the Or~nt. 

So faith begets Jove! whispered the diseiplcs. 
Light aml strength, toe>! obsern',l Hillel. Lift up your eyes, 

he procee<led, as he pointed tmnmls Aurora ; she now sends 
forth the youthful sun. Nourished on her maternal bo~om, and 
his head crowned with her golden beams, he enters on his 
course full of strength and coura;;e. Clouds and storms c!o not 
drive him ba~k. 

An image of the man i\ hose heart i~ filled with divine 
wisdom, cried the disci pl(•s. 

On his high, heavenly wo,·. procc<'ded Hillel, he go<'s on 
in quietness and slrength, a,,,l ,1,spenscs a thousa11tl-fold bless­
ings, a son of Aurora. 

,vhen he has finished his course, just before the approach 

art. I knew thal lo indulge lhis temper was sin, and I found 
that it was imprudent. 1 ob~erved that mc.-n in a passion ahravs 
speak lood, and I though! that if I could control my voice; J 
~hould suppress my passion. I have therefore made it a rule , 
never to suffer my voice lo rise above a certain key, and by a 
carefal observance ol this rulP., I hnve with the blessing of God, 
entirely mastered my natural lemper." The Quaker re~oed 
philosophically, and the mercbanl, RS every one else may ~. 
was benefiled by I.he example. 

A Tradition of 181111. 

Jestlll and two or three of his disciples went down one Sum­
mer day, from Jerusalem to Jericho. Peter- the ardent and 
eager Peter-was, as usual, by the Teacher's aide. On thP. road 
to Olivet lay a horse-~hne, which the Teacher de~ired Peter to 
pick np; but which Peter let lie, as he rlid not think it wonh 
stooping for. The Tearher Mooped for it, and exchanged it in 
the village for a measure of cherries. The,-e chemes he carried 
(as eastern men now carry such thing,,) in the bosom-folds of 
his dress. When Ibey had to ascend the ringe, and the road Jay 
between heated rocks, and over n1gged stones, and among glar­
ing white dust, Peter became tormented with heat and thirst, 
and fell behind. Then the Teacher dropped a ripe cherrv at 
every few steps; and Peter eagerly stooped for them. When 
they were all done, Jesus turned to him, and said with a smile, 
"He who is above stooping to a small thing, 'l\"iil have to bend 
his back to many lesser things." 

Language of Colon. 

Not~ing in nature is more beautiful than her colors; e,·ery 
flower ts compounded of different shades .. Almost every moun­
tain is clothed with hf'rbs, different from the one oppo~ite to it, 
and every field has its peculiar hue. Color is to scenery what 
entablature is to architecture, anrl harmony to language. Colors 
are indeed so fascinating that in the East there has long prevail­
ed a method of signi(ying the passions which is called the love 
language of colors. This rhetoric was introduced into Spain by 
the Arabians. 

Yellow, expressed doubt; black, sorrow; green, hope; pnrple, 
constanr.y; blue, jealousy; white, cont('nt; and red, the great~1 
possible satisfaction. In regard to mourning, it may not be ir­
rele,·ant to remark, that thuugh Europ,.nns mourn in black, tbe 
ancient Spartans, Roman~, and Chinese, monrne,l in white; the 
Egyptians, in brown; the Turks in violet; while Kings and 
Cardinals indicate their grief in purple.-llarmo11ies of Naturt. 

The Stars. 

of night, she comes aisain as the en11i11g twili;!l1t, aucl receive~ To go into solitmle, a man needs to retire as much from hi:oi 
him with motherly embraee.-Krum111ad1trs Parables. ch'.lmhcr, as from socictr. I am not weary wlulst I read and 

~--~-~---~ ~ write, though nobody is with me. But 1f a man would be alone 
An Instructive :tea.on. let him look at the star~. The rays that come from those heav-

. . . cnly worlds, will separate care between him and vulgar things . 
. A merchant rn Lo_ndon ha,l a cl,spnte with a Quaker, re~pect- One might think.the atmosphere was made tran,parent Tiith this 
mg the selllemcnt ot. an _acco~nt. The merchant was determin- design, to give man, in the heavenly bodies, the perpetual pres­
ed to bnng the qucst1011 111to Court, a proceeding which the Qua- I cnce of the sublime. Seen in the str€cts of cities how orent 
ker e_arnc;,tly dq>recated; u_sing every argument in his power to I thry are. It the stars ~hould appt'ar one ni«ht 1~ a thm:and 
convrnce 1',e merchant of his error, but the latter was intlexible. j years, bow would men believe and adore; ;ml presen·e for 
Desirous to maJ.:e a last e,tlort, the Quake~ caUcd at his house j many generations the remembrance of the city of God which 
one rnormng, a11Cl mqmrec of the s('rrnnt II h,s ma.,1er_ was at had been shown! But every night come out these preachers 
home. The merchant hearing the rnqmry, and kno,nr,g lhe of beauty, and light the universe, with their admonishing smile. 
voice, called aloud from the top ot tlie statrs-" Tell 1uat rn.sral EMERSON. 
I'm not at home." The Quaker looking to,rnnl hi'.n, calmlv 
said, ",veil, friend, God put thee in a better mind." Th~ 
merchant, struck with the meekness of ·the reply, and having 
more deliberately investigatc,l 1he matter, became convinced 
that the Quaker was right and he was wrong. He requested to 
see him, and alter acknowledging his error, he ,aid, "I have 
one question to ask you-how were you al.ile, with such pa· 
tience, on various occasions, to bear my abn~e I" "Friend," 

T&RMs.-The SPIRIT l\1ESSENCJER will be issued every Satur­
clay, by Mu1111 & AMBI-ER, from their office in Elm Street, a few 
rods west of the Post Office, 2d story in Byers' building, directly 
under the office of lhe Hampden Post. Price of sub~cription 82 
per annnm, payable in all cases in advance. For a remittance 
of 810, six copies will be forwarded. 

replied I.he Quaker, "I ·was naturally Ill' hot and violent as thou o. w. Wu.aolf, Printer, corner Main and Stale Streets, !"pringtieltl, Mu•. 
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