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EMPLOYMENT OF SPIRITS,
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BY R. P. AMBLER. . -

- Wrong conceptions of the immortal nature of man, have induced the
opinion among theologians, that the spirit on passing into the Second Spherg
of human existence enters at once into a state of complete passivity. |
has been imagined that the soul which outrides the storms of time, lies se.
‘cure in the haven of eternal rest—that happiness is to be resolved into the
undisturbed repose that is sought and desired by the physical being. This

opinion, as I have intimated, is fonnded on a wmng coneqm of ﬁo hn-
mortal nature. Tomemmdthdhu n expanded by the light of spiritual
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) THE SPIRIT MESSRENCIR.

permitted, by the necessity of its own nature, to repose or slumber as the
body reclines upon its couch. While the spiritual being is freed from all
the disturbing influences by which it was surrounded while in its residence
on earth ; while it enjoys the sweet and tranquil happiness that pervades
every department of the divine manston, it feels the movings of that exalt.
ed power which descends to the very lowest sphere of being, stirring the
deep thoughts and aspirations of the soul, exciting the emotions of purity
that dwell within its breast, and impelling it onward to those higher stages
of development and progress, which form the end of the inward prayer
that ever rises as sweet incense from the spirit-shrine. Holy and right-
eous is the thought that the spirit is not only deathless in its nature, but that
it is also destined to be ever active, progressing in the light, truth and wis-
dom of the Infinfte, and rising through the spheres of endless life towards
the glory of the perfected essence of which it is itself a divine reflection.
From the principles which have been here explained, it may be seen
that the spiritual world isa sphere of the most perfect activity. The inhab-
itants all labor according to their several capacities and inherent attractions,
No spirit could be happy without a suitable exercise of the inward powers,
and consequently no spirit can be relieved of labor in a degree proportion-
ate to the development of those powers. All action must increase in core
respondence with the growth of the form or being in which this takes place ;
as for illustration there is found to be a greater amount of motion in the de-
veloped plant than in the budding germ. So the labor of spirits is con-
stantly increasing instead of diminishing, as the internal faculties become
expanded, strengthened, and matured ; and there will be no time in the
series of endless vears, when the action of the spiritual world shall have
become absorbed in a useless rest. Therefore it may be rationally presum-
ed that spirits have employment as well as the beings on the earth; that
they have something more to do than to praise God in empty sounds or
kneel on the soft footstool of prayer, and that labor, which on earth has
been misconceived and degraded, is by them exalted to its celestial dignity.
But I will hasten towards the center of the subject which I have been
moved to undertake, by referring to the special employments in which the
inhabitants of the Spirit-world engage, as these are presented to my re-
ceptive understanding. The truth will be readily appreciated, that the
identity of the individual is not disturbed by his passage from the earth to
the Second Sphere. All the faculties that were attached to the inner bemg
—that gave quality and personality to the soul, continue to exist and te
manifest themselves in the immortal nature. In other terms, the same
combination of powers—the same embodiment of moral and spiritual being
—the same prevailing tastes, tendencies and modes of thought, will be
| u’b'ﬂno a certain extent. under the modification of higher mdt-
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tions and influences, as well in the enfranchised spirit as in thatstill bound
to the earthly body. Accordingly that inward tendency of mind which
was demonstrated on earth to be the native attraction of the soul, will hold
a prominent sway and become preeminently manifested in the spiritual
world. Labor, therefore, among spirits is made the natural and delightful
expression of certain interior powers, which have been nourished and de-
veloped in such a manner as to become distinctive qualities of the con-
scious being. KEvery spint after attaining to his proper sphere has an ap-
propriate employment, inasmuch as he possesses certain faculties which
need exercise and unfolding ; and this employment will always correspond
with the predominant qualities and attractions of the interior. It would
not be true to say that the employment of the spirit on earth must in all
cases be the same in heaven, since the soul in its residence in the body is
frequently prevented by unfavorable conditions from pursuing the course
of action to which it is inherently inclined. But it is night to affirm that
the employment of the spirit will be of such a nature as is indicated

: by the internal affinities which form the charactenisties of its being, and
through which it is led to seek suitable and congenial associations with all
surrounding things. If in its rudimental state the soul has been cramped
and perverted by circumstances so as notto be able to follow the end to-
wards which 1t 1s really attracted, the change of situation that occurs on its
transition from the body, will soon give freedom to the faculties which have
long struggled for their proper exercise, and will thus introduce the individ-
ual into his true sphere of action and labor. Hence the spirit labors as it
wills and not as it must; or, in other words, it seeks that employment which
is most congenial with its nature, and is not governed by any merely out-
ward necessity as caused by an arbitrary influence.

The employments of spirits, as well in their intrinsic nature as in the
ends to which they are directed, are entirely superior to the employments
of men. On earth it is made a custom to labor with the hands in order to

“4 provide the necessary means of sustenance forthe body. Thesoundof the g
hammer goes out upon the air as the groan of a heart that is toiling to keep
itself in motion. Man labors not because it is a delight to do so—not be-
cause it is a means of developing and expanding the powers of his being,
nor yet because he may thus assist in benefiting others, but simply for the
reason that it is necessary in order to maintain a physical existence. In the
bosom of the spirit there is born a higherpurpose. When released from
the circumstances and influences of earth, it is moved by anobler impulse
and rises to a more exalted sphere of action, than that which it ever knew
while restrained by the necessities of the body. Indeed the employment
of spirits is simply the exercise of their most sublimated power:,—an ex-
ercise direeted towards such ends as will cause an interiar delight, and pro-
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mote the happiness of kindred natures. In all cases the spint leaves the
material portion of the employment in which it was engaged on earth, while
it may still continue to exercise the same faculties which that employment
called into action. For instance the immortalized being will no longer
build material structures for the the accommodation of the body, but he may
still rear temples of truth and wisdom, arranging the materials that are scat-
tered around him in the Universe into a beautiful and sublime order; and
so, likewise, he will not construct the intricate and massive wheels which
he here employed to achieve physical wonders, but he may still investigate
the principles involved in the operations of Nature, and study the machine-
ry of moving worlds. Iu this way the employments of men are subli-
mated into the most exalted spiritual action ; and so perfectly adapted 1s
each department of labor to every corresponding circle and society of spirits,
that there is created a complete and harmonious whole, whose parts are as
the notes of an eternal anthem that rises to the Supreme Mind.

The mission of all spirits is two-fold in its nature, consisting in the de-
velopment of their own powers, and in the elevation of those beneath them
m the scale of progression. In this mission there is both an individual re-
sponsibility and a social obligation—the first serving to lead the spirit up-
ward towards the Deity, and the second assisting others to advance in the
same direction. If, then, it is asked in what manner the inhabitants of the
spiritual world are employed, the proper answer would be, in blessing and
being blessed ; and if to the same inquiry a more definite reply is re-
quired, it may be said that spirits are engaged in exercising their inherent
powers—that they are searching into the deep recesses of Nature—that
they are learning and teaching the realities of Heaven—that they are as-
piring to the higher stages of progress that ever riseon high—that they are
seeking the revealments of wisdom from expanded angels, and are impart-
ing from the treasures which they receive to those who dwell in the shad-
ows of a lower sphere. It should not be presumed that because the spirit
has no longer to labor for the body, it is therefore destitute of employment.
The soul has powers that relate to higher ends than those pursued on earth ;
it has faculties which are ever unfolding and strengthening amid the flow
of ages~—and then there is a universe, infinite and glorious, waiting to be
explored—a world of life, and light, and beauty, opening through all the
vast flelds of Nature, in which are breathed the living thoughts of the Divine
®oul, Surely, there is employment for all spirits in the performance of their
legitimate work, which must fill the measure of their endless years ; and

in this employment shall be felt the delight and happiness unspeakable,
which the Great Spirit has caused to flow from the exercise of those di-

vine powers with which He has endowed his children as the reflected glo-
ry of his own being. .




BONG OF TRIUMPH.
BY A $PIRIT OF THE SIXTH CIACLE.

There is a pure and golden light,
There is an inward mental sight,
There is a spark all shining bright,
ithin the godlike soul, 4
| And angels bend this light to see,
| And come to earth this sight to free,
* | And bear the spark on high to be

The gem of Nature’s whole,

Long, long have gazed the watehful
Still bearing in ﬁeir native skies,
That turned to earth at human cries
To tearful sorrow given; ..
While lo! beneath their love-litray =
The shadowing clouds have passed away,
And sweetly dawns the golden; dag . ¢/ % e iamr Fos
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PHILOSOPHY OF INSPIRATION.

BY A MEDIUM.

The human soul is always inspired. This may seem a strange and startling
assertion to those who have been accustomed to regard the gift of inspira-
tion as conferred only on the special favorites of God, belonging exclusive-
ly to individuals whose names are recorded i the Primitive History. But
it will not be rejected by those minds which are dizposed to look beneatn
the veil of theological mystery, and study the « « -ations of the Divine

-

Mind. Every human soul is essentially related to Go.. Even the most
undeveloped germ of spirit contains 2 _ark of the dmnc .izht. There is
no power that can destroy the likeness of God enstamped on the immortal
being, and to entirely separate this being from Him mwhoaax»mge
itmamd,wuhlbcm &mlw&emdmd m& |
Smmbnwinehall thmgpmeodandfmwhwh abaﬁe hu-
man spirit was ultimately born, must maintain forever a necessary connec-
tion with the oflspring that issue from its exhaustless depths. Thereflore,
since a relation exists between the finite and the Infinite by virtue of an in-
ward likeness, there is naturally formed a medium of communieation between
the one and the other, in the innumerable avenues of life and thonght that
md wmm»«mg By menns of this «
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heaven, itis moved, strengthened and unfolded by the divine breathings
that descend silently to its heart,—as the drooping flower is revived and
freshened by the movings of the dewy air. Thus is it true that every soul is
inspired, however remote it may be, in the degree of its expansion, from the
sphere of creative Light.

Inspiration may be regarded as a prominent means of the soul's devel.
opment. It is the influx of love, truth and wisdom from the celestial foun.
tain that awakens the latent energies of man, excites to action the higher
faculties of his nature, and exalts him into the light and life of the heaven-
ly sphere. There is, it is true, a principle of expansion in the soul itself
~—there is an inward attraction that leads it constantly towards the Magne
of the Universe, unfolding it into the beauty of angelic being, and eauns-
ing it to aspire to the perfection which it inwardly adores. But this prinei-
ple would not be sufficient in itself to secure the proper measure of the soul’s
progress. Accordingly this is assisted in its action by the inspiration of the
spiritual world. And ilis is the living answer of prayer. The aspirations
of the spirit go up to the beings that throng the realm of the Invisible, and
then in return flow down the inspirations of angels as a stream of immortal
life. Thus there is a constant outflow and mﬁax of W motand
holy incense rising iwm the dm d M and a si
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FACTS AND FPRINSIPLES, Ll

issue from the heart of Deity. Therefore look up from the dissslving parch-
ments of former eras, and learn the brighter truths of Nature and God ;
lor mnsohtumowulbomm&ocu“mdh.

which was, and is, and shall be the supreme reality.

FACTS AND PRINCIPLES

BY THE EDITOR.

Different opinicns, in accordance with the several stages of spiritual prog-
ress, have been eanlertained wilh respect to the comparative impertance of
facts and principles. Those individoals whose appreciation of spisitesl
Life and truth is Jependent entirely on external phenomena, feel and adve-
cate the necessity of facts as the basis of a rational faith ; while to othess
who have attained to0 a bigher stage of progress—who have so far unfolded
and quickened the inner consciougness as io feel the witness i themselves,
the divine principles which constitate the light of the soul aze invested
with a superior authority. mm&“hbuﬂhﬂp
*mmbmﬁoq‘ﬂ *m
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a9 THE SBPIRIT MESSENGCER.

ple, instead of lingering in its outer courts, itis necessary that themind should
enter within the sphere of external facts, and commune with the living sonl
from which these have derived their birth.

- Well do I understand the insufficiency of mere theories, if by theories
are meant the fanciful speculations which have burdened and darkened
the world for ages. But it should be known that there is something more
than what is here comprehended, in the arrangement and classification of
eternal principles ; for these principles are not mere passing dreams of the
mind—they are not the frail and perishing fabrics of imagination, but they
are the immuiable and ever-living expressions of the Divine Mind. High-
er than all theories— deeper ihan all human fancy, and more vast than all
external forms, are the silent thoughts of God that live in all his works.
These ave the deathless soul of matter—the primary agents that give signifi-
cance and power to all outward effects. We may gaze forever on the
beauty of creation—we mav bask in the sparkling clovies of the Universe,
and yet we can never commune with the divine and immutable reality,
until we leamn the laws by which that beauty is produced; and appgqqqh the
fountain from which (hose glovies flow. The stars have shone since ﬂm
morning of Creation’s birth, and for ages they were newed tern
ornaments on the brow of N ight, or as lamps designed to cheer the dark-
ness ; but it was not until the true natore of these orbs was mvahgated
aokieaail fon prineiples by which they are govermed became comprehended,
that they were seen in all their vast reah(y, as mizhty worlds rolling through
the fathomless depths of space. Soitis with all things else. The per-
vading law which operates within them—the elements wh:ch ;p;ke ihe:r
quality and use, and the interior truths which they reveal to tbe reason,
constitute a far higher standard of authority than all tha vmbl?mm
Avhiah M may ontwardly mamfat.
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rinlism has been formed to shut ont the light that seeks a passage tothe soul
In my view, the great mission of the spiritual philosophy is to quicken the
| perceptions of the mind—to open to its view an unexplored field of truth,
\; and elevate it from the change and falsity of external things to the bloom
: and brightness of eternal realities. And when this mission shall be fully
| accomplished; men will make vse of external phenomena as the child in
its weakness clinzs 1o outward objects—not as a final restmg-place, but as
a means of atiaining to that inward growth and strenzih which are the
sources of enduring happiness; and then shall the luvm'rtruths whnch God
in all his works is whispering to man, be tested by the reason, gra.sped by
| the inner consciousness, and received into the chambers of the vudestand-
ing. Therefore will it yet be felt and known, whea the world is blessed
with a more expanded percepuon, tbat, while outward phenomena are but

the changeful reprqsentauves of hngher trnth, wmczy(a are iue on]y ﬁ:cd
Sfacls in natnce.

— —

| N - THE TEMPLE OF TRUTH.

| | e B

| The foundation of a majestic temple is bamg laidin the earth. A m
voice has spoken, and in obedience to the divine behest the appointed la-
bor is bqgan- spblim andoxpauive WMMW -ﬁ
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interwoven in one great reality—introduced into the sublime temple of im-
mortal trath, where both mortals and angels shall worship forever.

POWER OF MIND. 1

We have received the following extract from a friend, taken as he states
from a magazine entitled “The Magoet,” into which it was introduced from ‘
another work. It presents an interesting illustration of the power of mind
over the magnetie fluids of the body, and the efficacy of a positive and 1
‘wéﬂ-dheﬂe\l will in the removal of disease. From facts of this nature
we learn that the spuiteal penciole in inan is supevior to, and exercises a |
hltnrnl supremacy over, the material elements of the system, and that by 1
pl:r use of this contioling power, the equitibrivm on which a state of
lé dependent, may be oiten obtained without the aid of medxcmd

A mandarin of lrghw hada ¥ belc b |

ing away from day to day, and mpldly et touaidin W e

~ out complaining whatever of any pain or sickness. He wished to submit

k - her to an examination of a physician, but she opposed him, saying that, in

entering his house, she had taken a firm resolve, never to allow herself to
‘“{ be seen by any other man, and 1hat she did not want any,—she would soon-
— er die. The mandarin bezged, pressed, and solicited very much—all was S
e | - useless. He consalted the physicians, who told him that they could give oo
. ‘him udn-, unless they lnd, at least, some M of bm R - |
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day at the same hour ; and so he continued each day until a pedect eure
was eflected, which was produced on the sixth day.

The mandarin, full of acknowledgements, recompensed him liberally,
but exacted from him a promise that he would frankly state if his method
were not a sie-fa, that is to say, asuperstitious art, or, as we term it, witch-
craft. “My art,” answered the old man, “is in the most common laws of
Nature, and it is for this very reason that it is always efficacious. It eon-
sists only in the knowledge that I have of yu, and of yang, which are in
my body ; likewise in my skill in directing the one or the other, as may be
proper, toward any one in whom the yu and the yang are not in equilib-
rium in order to re-establish them” ete.

| LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

DEAR EDITOR :—[ have, for the past year, been watching the signs of
the times with the most intense interest. It has fallen in my way, with-
out any special aim on my own part, to witness some most pure and satis-
factory specimens of the phenomena of the present age. Ihnw
this privilege ; it has come to me in the discharge of regular duty.
notwywlmmnoadbymdawmm

mmmmhqm,d!h&hn
with that christian sacrifice which leaves even wife and children, and brings |
the scorpion sting of private complaint and public ridicule. And T feel :
myself honered h&mwwb&“'  seemn: o
ummw-uw-m mypﬁnﬁu,hs er 8o ¢ Nyling
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abould purpost to do this but the spint of a loved father? And if it was
false—if he did not do 1t, then was there committed a falsehood stupendous
—unnecessary—inexcusable ; then is there somewhere in the domain of
Nature a subtle and intelligent prineiple or spirit of the blackest and most
gratuiious falsehood ; then is my faith shaken in every thing that I see, feel,
hear, touch or taste—in every sense—in every phenomena—in every experi-
meat.

Still I have held my peace on the subject beyond the cirele of my own
friends, and recently I have refrained from relating my experiments even
to them, as being mere than they are able to bear. and subjecting me to a
snspiéion of insanity. And now I have waited a year since these experi-
ments commenced, having withheld my testimony from the publie, though
I wounld have gladly uttered my convictions, to see how I should feel after
the “excitement” had passed off, and I had returned to my “right mind.’
Bat my convictions remain undiminished, nay, they grow deeperand strong-
er as I reflect, compare, and reason—as I try them by the amalogies of

lbtya,b'ﬂn real necessities of the race, and by my own interior con-

—the only sure seurce of evidence and the only authority from
Mhnmaml—&ﬂ,-‘.-l(%ﬁm
ionson the signs of the times, among which your own periodical professing
to be under the guidance of spirits, is certainly not the least. In looking
around me for a public organ through which to communicate what I think
and know, and how I feel and reason on the subject of spiritual intercourse,
I have been moved to ask the privilege of your columas; aad I have done

‘this because your periodical seems 0 be devoted to the subject, and because
| 'Immwﬁuwnn-dmmﬂm
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SPIRITUALEDUCATION. 47

makes other marks by which these thoughts are communicated to yout 3
mind. And can you say that I, and you, and the printer are the only a-

geneies in this wonderful process? Truly, there are more things in heaven

and earth than are dreampt of in earthly philosophy. A little searching

and paflent thought would show even the commonest things in a more spirit-

ual poilit of view, while it would suggest the idea that the new develop-

ments, so far from being unnatural or out of keeping with other things, aré

such as the careful observer would expect as the most natural subject of

human experience and consciousness.

Yours truly, SExvUS,

SPIRITUAL EDUCATION.

All past histery has demonstrated the fact, that the human race has
been instrueted wrongly with respect to those subjects which espeecially
need tobe understood. Man has been recognized chiefly as a physical be-
ing. The expansive pewers of his spiritual nature have not been properly
comptehended. Hence the education which he has received has been ex-
ceedingly defective, censisting mostly irithe accnmulation of external facts
M&earmgmtof mbdeum bbmi&lnwm

~ Bat the world is now rapidly advaneing to a stage of progress, where it
can comprehend and appreciate the truths that pertain to the interior life,
M#Mhmwhhuawﬂﬂldn“_
mhhmm internal as weil as externa
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education of the soul—will be recognized as the basis of all tue reform
and the means by which the Zreat ends of human life are to be attained.
O there is a beauty in the unfolding soul which has no appeal tc the phy-
sical sense ; there is a grandeur in the aspiration that gnes up from the hu-
man breast, which even angels rejoice to witness; there is a wonderin the
WJQMWHwemmeWmof-pmx-
wal power, vtndl,agdn ages roll away, are bursting on the edvancing
world. B 2. A.

WwWISDOM OF SPIRITS.

It is doubtless diffienlt at times to comprehend or appreciate the wisdom
by which the celestial guardians of the world aremoved. Situated as they
are ona higher plane of being—having a more clear perception of the
principles which govern the Universe, and knowing far better than we do
the elements of human happiness, they may pursue a course of action
which 1o the superficial view appears cbviously unwise, while at the

came time it may be dictated by a higher intelligence than the earthly mind
could pessibiy conceive. It shotid be deeply realized that there is a divin-

er wisdom than that which moves along with the cumrent of the earthly
desires. Man while under the control of his lower faculties, doesnot know
what constitutes his own good : and it is both a wise and bemevolent pow-
er which will prevent the gratification of those desires whose fullilment
would caly lead to spiritaal weakness and degradation. In this respect
there is an mmportant Jdifierence between the wisdom of heaven and the

,mu The e would secare the real and enduring bappiness
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THE SPIRIT MESSENGER.

Tuss Joorsal which, from its commencement, hias lived beneath the
protecting care of angelic ministers, continues to be sustained in its benef-
icent work, and will still go forth upon its mission to breathé peace on
earth and ~ood will tomen. It will be devote d. as heretofore, 1o an inves-
tization of the laws of Nature, the relations of Spirit and Matter, jhie prin-
ciples of Sociai Reform. and the beantiful realities connected with Spirit-
val Intercourse and the Destiny of Man.

TERMS. — Tae Seirit Messexcer will be puoblished by R. P.
Ambler, on the first and fifteenth day of every montl, from his Office, 208
Broadway, corner of Fulton Street, New York. Price of subseription
$1.00 per annnm, PAYABLE IN :LL CASES IN ADVANCE. [Z™For a remit-
tance of £5.00 six copies will be sent to one address.

SPIRITUAL WORKS.

Tae Seiritrvar TeacHeR: comprising a Series of Twelve Lectures on
the Nature and Development of the Spirit. Written by Spirits of the
Sixth Circle. R.P. Ambler, Medium. This work, dictated by an unseen
iitellizence in the presence of responsible witnesses, was written in pre-
elae)y ﬁﬂm M‘l and forty-three minutes. The subjects of which 1t
mnnc interest, and have an important bearing
’s @: &'Mm, .Weents. | Ponzge 8 cents.
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