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SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY. 

DICTATED FROM THE INTERIOR. 

There has been no philosophy on the earth which has so strong a claim on 
the altention of the mass, and which has taken so deep ahold on the affections 
of the people as that which perlains .to the developrrients of the present age1 

known as .spiritual manifestations. This philosophy has been conceived in 
weakness; it originated among the poor and despised of earth; it was un­
honored by the applause of the great, and unsustained by the e:fforts of the 
mighty. Yet this philosophy-so weak and powerless in its beginning-has 
grown strong and influential among the enlightened on the earth; it has been 
carried on in its course by its own inherent attractiveness, and by the power 
of the invisible beings in whom it had its birth. The obstacles which have 
been placed in the way of its advancement, have only tended to accelerate 
its progress; and now, while the bigoted scoff, and while the selfish mock, 
there is a certain prospect that the triumphs which it has thus far achieved, 
will be followed by all the glorious results for which lhe human heart has 
longed and sighed. 

The design of the present article will be to present the claims of the Spir­
itual Philosophy - to unfold the foundation on which it is established, and 
develop the process of reasoning by which its truths are revealed. There has 
been a disposition on the part of mauy iudividuals1 to reject, without inves­
tigation, the developments which are made in the present age, simply because 
the results to which they may lead, are opposed to the cherished faith which 
their fathers loved; and this disposition has served to shut out the pure and · 
e~alted enjoymentR which flow from a clear perception of the majestic truths 
of Nature. But the time for a new course of mental action has now arrived. 
The developments of the age must and will be investigated. No longer can 
there be thrown a veil over that which appeals to the human heart and reason, 
as the blessed and glorious gift of angels. lt is wise, therefore, that the 
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claims of the Spiritual Philosophy should be examined and understood -that 
the foundation on wh ich this systern rests, should be subjected to the scrutiny 
of the reasoning mind. 

The primary point to be investigated is that which relates to the existence 
of spirit. Human philosophy has been insufficient to show that there exists 
in the whole Universe any substanc.e of the character here mentioned; and 
even the Church - it is said with due deliberation - .has never dernonstrated, 
in any rational way, the existence of a spirit in the human body, or the con­
tinued life of man beyond the confines of the tomb. Startling as this assertion 
may appear, it will be found on examination to be strictly true. There has 
been, previous to the clevelopments of the present era, but comparatively little 
faith in spirit. The human mincl has been busy with speculations of an 
earthly nature - it has dreamed of joys which lie only in the realm of sense, 
and Materialism, with its gaunt and cleath-like frame, crouches at the altar 
where the saintly worsh iper has bowed. It is a truth that the world . in a 
general sense, has had no living and realizing faith in spiritua:l exist~nce. 
There has been in all the earth an absence of that interior life which is 11e­
cessary as the source of mental illumination; and hence, while the theory of 
spirit has been acknowledged in the speculations of science and in the doc­
trines of the Church, ; .Qere has been manifested no appreciation of the reality 
of that invi sible prits~(lce which Jives and has its being in the very soul of 
man. Now it seems to be especial!y important that this point should be duly 
unclerstood, inasm~·ch as it is orri he founclation which is here presentecl that 
the whole structure of Spiritual Philosophy is basecl. Is there, then, a spirit 
in man, and cloes this spirit continue to exist by virtue of its own inherent 
life when the body has returned to dust 1 Let the mind look at this subject 
in a philosophical light. 

Human reason will readily discover the truth that the philosophy of the 
Universe has been but imperfectly understood. There are mysteries in the 
dornain of Nature which never have been peneh·ated, and there are truths 
and principles lying deep beneath the surface of external things, which only 
the refined senses of the spirit can perceive. So there is also in the human 
frame a department of being which has been entirely undiscoverecl by the 
searching minds of the past. Humanity has longecl for some demonstration 
of the truth timt man possesses an independent soul; and while it has listened 
to the teachings of ancient philosophers and modern theologians, it has felt 
that there is something concealed beneath the robe of mystery which the 
voice of the oracle could not disclose. There is a realm of being which ihe 
sages of earth have not explored - there is a world of life and beauty which 
the dreams of mortals have not embraced -there is a depth in the Universe, 
in matter, and in man, which the wisdom of the schools has never fathomed. 
The righteous soul loves to think that this undi scovered domain shall be 
brought to the light of reason - that what has been clark aml mysterious shall 
be revealed to the perceptions of the mind, and that the fields of the vast 
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Unknown will be explored with the sweet certainty of knowledge. In this faith 
there is an importance which may not be at first distinctly seen. The source 
of knowledge lies in that which is unrevealed. There are first heard the 
gentle murmurings of truth in the inward ear, before the radiant flood is poured 
upon the soul. That which is already known is but the offspring of that 
which is unknown - the visible is but an embodiment of that which is invis­
ible,-and so, while the outward effect is seen and acknowledged, there is an 
interio r cause which dwells within the hidden recesses of Nature. From 
these premises it may be rationally concluded that there is something in man 
which the eye does not see - that beneath the external movements of the 
physical body, there is a secret power which governs and con:rols the 
whole. But what is this internal power, which is not itself seen, but 
whose effects are clearly discernible 1 The materialist will teil you that this 
is simply the refined matter of the brain. Then the inquiry arises1 whal is 
the refined matter of the brain 1 The answer is, that this is a substance 
which is con!ained in the cerebrum, and which is simply the most refined 
portion of the physical system. But now the inquiry is forced upon 
the mind1 by what power does this refined matter produce thought1 and will; 
and conscious!1'ess.1 Are these attributes which belong to matter in any of 
its tangible forms 1- if not, then these qualities must be dependent on some­
thing which resides within the refined substance of the brain, and if this 
is the case, then there is necessarily a spiril within the human organ­
ization, with which all the sublimated faculties of mind are associated1 and 
from whose action the various movements of the body a'l'e produced. Let 
it be observed that there must be an assimilation and correspondence benveen 
the intrinsic nature of any substance and the qualities which it manifests. 
Thus the mineral does -not possess the quality of life, because it is not suffi­
ciently refined in its nature to develop this qüality, and so for a similar reason 
the vegetable is not endowed with sensation, though it naturally develops life 
as a qnality which precisely corresponds with its inherent nature. To apply 
this reasoning to the subject under consideration, it appears that no form of 
external and tangible matter can of itself possess the faculties of thought, 
wi ll, and consciousness, because there is no assimilation or correspondence 
between these qualities and the nature of the substance here referred to. It 
follows, therefore, that_the intellectual powers of man - which have referenoe 
to the highest gualities of the sentient being - must be associate!I with some 
exceedingly refined substance which lies beyond the perception of the senses; 
and this substance, which chemisls have not analyzed - which philosophers 
have not discovered, and which theologians have irnperfectly conceived, is 
the essence of the internal man - the spirit from which all thought and action 
proceeds, as s

0

treams from an eternal spring. 
But there is another thought connected with this part of the present subject. 

lt is to be remarked that the exalted faculties of mind which have been pre­
viously mentioned, are not only associated with the most refined and subli-
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mated essence, but are also dependent on a concentrated organization of this 
essence. The most etherial an<l spiritual substauce in being could, if it were 
unorganized, possess none of the qualities or attributes of mind. These 
qualities or attnbutes result from the highest and most perfect action of the 
essence to which they belong, an<l thi s action can only proceed from the sys­
tematic arrangements which are formed in an organic structure. Therefore 
thought, will, and consciousness are the qualities of the spiritual essence 
embodied in a refined organization, and this organization is enshrined wi!hin 
the outward body as ihe animating soul by which it is moved and governed. 
This conclusion is the only one which can be arrived at from any process of 
close and analytical reasoning. It is a conclusion wh ichis based on the in ward 
self-consciousness of the individual. Man feels - in his moments of spir­
itual exaltatioi1 - that he is not a mere mass of dissolving matter- that he 
is not a mere animal born to live and die, but tlrnt he possesses within the 
germ of a divine life, and inhabits a temple vvhose wreck and ruin he shall 
survive. It is, indeed, a truth which should be clearly understood, that the 
real man - whose qualities and attributes are manifested in all outward action 
....- dwells within the body as an organization of the most subJimated essence 
-in Nature; and as a natural conclusion from this truth, it should be deeply 
impresse<l and realized that this internal organization - the human spirit­
which exists independently of the structure of the body, will not be dissolved 

' ' with the perishing elements of its tabernacle, but will rise above the earthly 
habitation in which it was originally formed, to pursue its upward pathway · 
to the sky. / 

When the question has been settled in the reasoning mind that there is a 
spirit in man, and that this spiri t will continue to exist when the body is dis­
solved, the inquiry will arise, Is there any relation tobe discovered between 
the disembodied sonl and the elements of the material world 1 On the affirm­
ative of this inquiry are based the grounds and philosophy of spiritual 
intercourse. It has been intimated in a previous paragraph, that th e spirit of 
man is a certain organized essence which dwells within the body ::md cou'­
stitutes the source of all its external movements. On this supposition it is 
rendered evident that the spirit sustains certain relations to the structure in 
which it resides,-,- that it maintains an intimate connection with the elements 
of the material frame, ])y virtue of which it employs its forces in such a manner 
as to produce physical results. This being the case, there .is presumptive 
evidence of the fäct that the spirit continues to maintain a degree of asso­
ciation with the imponderable substances of the outward world, and that, 
through the medium of appropriate connecting links, it may produce a rnove­
m ent 0f material obj ects, on a principle which is nearly analogous to that 
by which this is accustomed to make manifes tations of its presence while 
connected with the body. It is by no means reasonable to suppose that the 
relations which the spirit sustains to the elements of matter are to be entirely 
destroyed on its separation from the body, so as ,to prevent the action of the 
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one upon the other, when appropriate Qr requisite conditions are established. 
While it is true that these relations can never be so intimate or appa­
rent as in the previous union of soul and body, yet in consulting the 
divine order of creation, it will be found that these relations could never 
entirely cease to exist, it being an established truth that everythin"g is 
in some way connectecl with all other things, and that no absolute disunion 
can ever occur in any part of that perfect system which extends from the 
sublimest heigbts of spiritual existence, to the lowest depths of the material 
worltl. 

The inquiry, however, which arises here, and in which the reader is espe­
cially interested is, do disembodied spirits sustain such a relation to gross, 
material substances as to produce a physical movement, or in other words, 
have they the power to so act upon matter as to produce an external manifes­
ta~ion of their presence 1 · In establishing the affirmative of this ci,uestion, it 
will be necessary to refer to certfi.in important principles which are here 
involved. Let the subject be. consider.~d in an analytical point of view. The 
Deity, it will be conceded, is an infinite Spirit. Haying no outward or visible 
organization by which to come in contact with the grci·~s matter of the universe, 
it 'is evident that he acts upon and move.s the revolving systems of Nature, 
th~ough the medium of sublimated and invisible agents, by the omnipotence 
of...his wi!L If, then, the Divine Mind, being an an infinite Spirit, has power 
to produce infinite physical results, then, an the same principle, a finite spirit 
which bears the likeness of the Eternal, has power to produce finite physical 
results. This is to be held as a just and natural inference. If it is ad-

. mitted, as it must be, that spirit has the power to act on matter at all, then 
·. lln inj.port~ntprincüple is af once established, and it is easy to pe!'ceive that 
o~\spiri~· can : manifest itself ür this manner as .naturally as anot~1er, beirtg 
r~siricted ori:J.y by its inherent qualiti~~l ·so that, while the Supreme Spi.rit has 
power to produce external_effei:;tf wh:ich.ar.e . i~finite in their nature, the spiri.ts 
which are created in his litcen_ess, an"d·wliic.h bask in the glory of his presenc~„ 
have power to produce ~imilar resultsi' pr9po~tion~te fo- their limited capacity. 
This may be deemed a<s~fuewh.at„~uinmary mode of disposing of the ques­
tion, but the r~tio.nal m{ml will: .obse.rve · the essential analogy which ex.ists 
between the spi.rit disrebed: 'of°its earthly .bonds, and th e infinite Father of all 
spirits; and it may thence ·conclude: that .if there are laws and condi\ions by 
which the Eternal Mind goverris and controls the U:niverse, there may be also 
laws and cond itions by which the disembodied soul can act upon material 
substances. · . 

The tiame principle here presented. may be illustrated, also, by a reference to 
the nature of ' the human spirit. It is weil to remark that the icLeas commonly 
entertained an this subject are exceedingly unclefined, shadow.y .and imperfect. 
Many individuals who have profes~ed to beiieve in a spiritual existence, and 
who wonld be extremely shocked at any suspicion of the reality of their faith, 
have been totally unable to define what spirit is. The most definite idea 

\ .. 
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commonly received is that spirit is an "immaterial su bstance," or, in other 
words, little more than an airy rwtlzing, of which the human mind can form no 
conception. In the light of these views, it is not strange indeed that the idea 
of spiritual manifestations has been so generally regarde.d as an absurdity, 
for it would be manifestly difficnlt for this invisible, unreal, and unsubstantial 
nothing to come in contact ·with gross material substance. When, how­
ever, the mind gains a more definite and rational concepti6n of what spirit 
is, it will be prepar'ed to ·view the whole subj;ct in a far different light. No 
individual can affirm in reason that the spirit is not a substance. What­
ever view may be entertainecl of the spiritual being, it is evident that 
this must be sometlting, and if from this conclusion the miud will travel 
farther in its researches, it will <liscover that the spirit, if it be any 
thing, rnust be an organizecl existent, eise it could not exist separately from 
the body, and coulcl not be properly considered as a real entity. If, then, the 
spirit is regarded as an organized substance, which differs frorn the . external 
structure chiefly in its degree of refinernent, there is no reason to suppose that 
this being is, on its separation from the body, immediately disconnected from all 
the elements of matter, or that it is incapable, when the requisite conditions 
exist, of so operating on these as to.produce physical movements. Thereis, 
on the contrary, a profound philosophy in the statement that spirits which are 
freed from the enthralments of the flesh, are capable of exercising a direct 
and powerful influence on the substances of earth, through the medium of 
which power they are enabled to manifest their presence in a sensible and 
oonvincing manner. It will doubtless appear in the present age, that spirits 
are altogether more real and subsfantial beings than it has been commonly 
supposed, and it will be found that these beings have a control over the des­
tiny of the world-a power over both mind and matter-which has never 
entered into the clreams of mortals. The trnth of spiritual intercourse is not 
only founded on the divine principles of Nature, but is sustained by the in­
troduction of tangible facts. There is indeed no theory in the world which 
has been rnore clearly and successfully demonstrated, than that which un­
folds the beautiful and sublime conception of an intercourse with spirits. Let 
this be a clelusion, and human existence is itself a <lream and the Universe 
but a transient bubble ! 

The Spiritual Philosophy embraces the ideas of spiritual existence, irnmor­
tality, and heavenly communion, as prominent and substantial truths. It 
reveals the beautiful realities ·which dwell in the realm of the Invisible; it 
satisfies the aspirations of the heart that wi ll rise up to Heaven to find their 
end, aml it breathes to the depressed and mourning soul the voices of hea­
venly comfort which thrill through all its depths. What is there in the 
Spiritual Philosophy to reject? Does it clishonor the Deity when it affirms 
that the creation will result in the universal happiness of his chilclren ?- does 
it dishonor man when it declares !hat he possesses a godlike spirit which 
shall live forever ?- and does it disregard the established laws of Nature 
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when it introduces the truth that the angels are rninistering spirits seilt to 
cheer and elevate the children of emth 1 Nay. The system of truth which 
unfolds realities like these - which inspires the soul with revere11ce, and 
and love, and trust - cannot be evil in its nature or tenclency. Tberefore 
the bright and glorious results of this system shall be manifest to the world. 
T bey shall be revealed in the blessing·s which have long been the object of 
human prayers and labors; they shall bring pcace and harmony to the great 
world of humanity, whose heart has been long convulsed with earthly discord, 
and they shall constitute füe occasion of . un iversal rejoicing, at a period when 
the storms of time shall be hushed to rest, when the darkness of the world 
shall be dissolved in light, and when the corruptions of Just and sense shall 
be removed by the purity of Heaven. 

Beholcl, this glorious period is rapidly approaching. Humanity is moving 
onward towards its destined end. Tb.e earthly mind is rapidly undergoing 
the process of refinement. lt is being Jiftecl up to a higher plane of thought ; 
it begins to soar beyond the narrow sphere of the material; it thirsts fo r the 
blessings of light and liberty, and rejoices in the cheering rays of trnth which 
are bursting in floods of glory upon the earth. Soon shall the great world of 
spirit be opened fo r a free communion. Man shall be made to feel that the 
departed are not dead-that they live in a higher world of life, and joy and 
purity. He shall be caused to see that the frtted spirit is not bound by the 
darkness of the sepulcher, but that beyond the ashes oi the tomb, and above 
the clouds of the earth, it advances upward along the rad iant line ·of eternal 
progress, amid worlds where sun and moon are lost in the pervading light 
which flows from the central a!fd pretiiding Soul ! 

TI-IE NEW ERA. 

BY THE SPIRI'!'S. 

Humanity has been blessed at last. Wisdom has bestowed her gifts on 
the ch ildren of earth. Wisdom has been the reclemption of the m ind in bon­
dage, the purification of the sovl in sin, and the l ight of'the spirit in i ts 
clarkness. Therefore has the world been b!essed with the freedom, purity 
and joy which are the approaching heralds of a universal emancipation from 
all that enslaves and oppresses the human soul. . Wisdom has not the gilded 
throne or the silvered scepter of the mighty; but she has a voice which 
brings the light of joy to the heart. The ways of the world have been 
changed by this voice. A new home has been revealed for the weary toi lers 
of earth; a new source of joy has been opened for the disco:isolate and 

· sorrowing; a new era- more bright ancl glorious than all the ages of the past 
-has dawned upon the clarkened world. 

The developreents of the present age are characterized by one prominent 
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anC. ·remarkable feature which should be carefu1ly noted. This feature relates 
to the fact that the most wontlerful and seemingly miraculous occurrences 
have consisted in the exhibitions of an invisible intelligen ce. Developments 
of the most remarkable nature are taking place in many portions of the earth ; 
and the light of a wiFdom which has been hitherto unrevealed, begins to irra­
diate the gloom of bygone ages. These developments have attracted general 
attention and remark. They have been the occasion of much reasoning and 
disputation. They have been extende<l from the family in which they derived 
their first claims to public notice, to almost every hamlet in this country. 
The rapid spread of these manifestations in numerous Jocalities, bas been a 
source of wonder and perplexity to those individuals who predicted that the 
supposed deception woulJ soon be completely exploded. In the diffusion of 
this new miracle, there have been employed but few of the external agents 
which are commonly used to promulgate the principles of any sect or order; 
but the stream of truth has gli ded gently along the depths of the human 
mind, and t3e gladdening light has broke gradually ancl sweetly on the soul 
in bondage. There have been minds which have welcomecl the dawn of the 
new era that is now irra<liating the world; and these mincls have thrown 
around them the influence of their exalted thoughts a nd divine emotions. It 
was not needed that there should be at once mighty champions of a truth 
which possessed within itself a'n internal an<l godlike power; but it was only 
essential that this truth should be dropped as a seed upon the warm bosom 
of some expanded soul, to secure its rapid growth and ultimate perfection. 
Such has been the spirit of the age that the truth which has been referred to 
in this connection, has not been crushed by the instruments of physical tor­
ture1 or by the fear of bloody persecution. More than eighteen centuries 
ago, this truth was first introcluced upon the earth, in the miracles of Jesus 
and his apostles; but that truth, though still strong and mighty in itself, was 
subj ected to the cold breath of the most desolating skepticism - a skepticism 
which imprisoned and physically injured the disciples of an ind ividual 
whose mission was great and exalted. So the developments of that era were 
born to become darkened and obscure<l ; they were cansed to burst forth in 
splendor for a time, and th en disappear beneath a veil of gloom. But in the 
present age are witnessed the resurrection and birth of the anci en t miracles, 
under auspices which encourage and console the heart of the philanthropist 
and reformer. There has been th e return of those astonishing exhibitions of 
invisible power which were the characteristics of tbe age in which Jesus 
lived, and there has been manifested, also, the same internal medium through 
which the new-born truth has been conveyecl to the hear ts and minds of the 
people. Therefore has the soul of man reason to rejoice that the world has 
become again illurninated with celestial light, and that the wide bosom of 
humani ty is moved with the throbbings of an inward life. 

Wisdom has spoken to the inhabi tants of the earth in a voice of angelie 
sweetness. The sound has gone forth into the highw ays and he<lges of soci-
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ety, and multitudes are turning from the desolate homes of sin and wretched­
ness to the feast of reason and purity which has been prepared. There are 
living witnesses to the truth that the glory of God has been revealed in this 
age through the medium of his ministering spirits, and these witnesses are 
neither insane nor drunken with new wine. The smiles of the scoffer have 
been made the tribute of honest investigation, and the denunciations of the 
pulpit have been employed as a restraint on the exercise of reason; but the 
work of progression and development still goes onwarcl, and the glo!·ious re­
sults which are attainecl, compensate for the manifestations of human scorn. 
Wisclom has been hearcl by the noble ancl aspiring souls that seek for truth, 
and while the way which she appoints is one of self-sacrifice and labor, it is 
radiant with the ever-living light and love which fiow from the bencling sky. 
Therefore has the world a new dispensation - a new era, in which angels 
who have made their home in the realms of Heaven, make visits to their 
kindred on the earth. 

MIRACLES OF THE AGE. 

BY ME!\IBERS OF THE SixTH CIRCLE. 

There are miracles in the present as in the former ages. Miracles are 
wonders, and wonclers are occurrences whose cause ancl nature are not fully 
understood. Many testimonies have been given to the worlcl with relation to 
miracles performed in a former era, ancl these testimonies have been received 
as the basis of a prevailing system of faith. lt is imaginecl that the wonders 
of ancient times are more precious and sacred on account of their antiquity, 
and that the works which were the manifestations of spiritual power in a 
distant age, are the only true foundation of religious . belief. But the rational 
mind should discover that the nature of any work or occurrenre is not de­
pendent on the particular era in which this is observed, and that miracles or 
wonders are not more sacred in their early development than in their present 
appearance. lt shoulcl be realized that the miracles of this age ha,ve a claim 
on every in vestigating mind - that they have a power to make the world 
more wise and happy, and that, therefore, they shoulcl not be entirely supE'r­
cecled by the too-deeply reverenced wonclers of the past. 

But now come the rationale and philosophy of those mysterious manifes­
tations which are to be attributed to a spiritual origin. The inquiry arises, are 
these apparent miracles natural or supernatural in their cha~acter 1 There 
has existed a prominent mistake in many minds on the point here introduced. 
lt has qeen supposed· by theologians that all the occurrences which cannot be 
readily accounted for on the known prineiples of Nature must be miracles, or in 
other words; interpositions of a supernatural power which involve the violation 
or suspension of the established laws of the Universe. According to this mode 
of reasoning it has been declared that spiritual manifestations, if realities, 
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are miracles - that the age of miracles as it is termed is now past, and that, 
therefore, the idea of supposing any such manifestations as verities conveys 
an absolute impossibility. lt is important that the investigating mind ~hould 
become satisfied in regard to this su bj ect as the first step towarJs an enligh­
tened faith. Let it, therefore, be again inquired, are the so-called spir­
itual manifestatious miracles in the popular sense of that word '1 - are they, 
in other terms, natural or supernatural 1 Let the rnader encleavor to be men­
tally passive while this subject is being brie:fly explained. 

The first truth tobe noticed is, that the Universe is one perfect and united 
system of being, and that the laws by which it is governed are the unchangea­
ble expression of the Divine will. There is no power in the whole realm 
of the Universe which can change oc destroy the movements of one single. 
atom ; because these. rnovements have originated in that wisdom which saw 
the end from the beginning, and are proclucecl by that eternal will which has 
no change, neither shaclow of tum ing. To suppose a suspension of the laws 
of Nature, would be to suppose that the Infinite had changecl his purpose and 
design, of which these laws are simply an expression; and to suppose this 
would be to suppose farther that the Deity is fickle, changeable, and incon­
stant, which can never be admittecl by any truly rational mind. If it is 
conceded, as it must be, tlrnt the Deity is perfect in his nature, and that the 
Universe is correspondingly perfect in its constitution, then there can be no 
necessity in any case or under any circumstances for the suspension of any 
existing law, inasmuch as such a suspension would necessarily imply some 
defect either in the original purpose of God or in the machinery ofhis works . 
To SLlspend any law in the Universe even for the space of one moment, would 
most convincingly prove that the original constitution of the Universe could 
not have been perfect and that the primary laws uf God were not adapted to 
produce all the results which he desired - eise, it must be perceiveJ, there 
would be no occasion for this suspension. Therefore it is an incontrovertible 

• conclusion, that if God is perfect and the Universe is complete, then there will 
be accomplished all the results which are necessary in the Divine economy, 
without the necessity of any suspension of existing laws, or any disturbance 
in the present constitution of things. 

Let the reader now observe the bearing of this truth on thepresent subject. 
There is the light of the perfect and unchanging system of Nature to guide 
the movements of the mind to a correct conclusion. The wonders performed 
in the days of Jesus and the apoRtles are supposed to be special interposi­
tions of Divine power in violation of established laws. But how does the 
theologian know that any law of Nature was violated or suspended in 
these wonders 1 By what authority does he assert tlrnt these wonders occa­
sioned any disturbance or variation in the existing constitution of things 1 
There is no knowledge or authority contained in such a presumption. While 
the fact will be cheerfully conceded that these wonders, or miracles as 
they are termed, were really performed as is related in the record, it will be 



MIRACLES OF 'I'HE AGE . 75 

asserted on the authority of Nature and Reason that these miracles were not 
performed through a suspension of established laws, inasmuch as such a 
suspension would cast a stain upon the perfection of God and throw a mantle 
of darkness upon his works. There is no necessity in the nature of the case 
for the popular presumption on this subject. What if the niiracles of Jesus 
and the apostles were not understood · by the groveling multitude1 What if 
these miracles may not be traced even now, by the general mind, to their 
natural and appropriate causes1 There is a depth in Nature which the human 
soul has never penetrated - there are laws and principles spreading out into 
infinity, which itsmost expanded perceptions have never reached; and though 
the works of Jesus were marvellous beeause they were not understood­
though the miracles which he wrought were wonderful because the principles 
which they involved were not appreciated, yet these works - these miracles 
were dependent on principles as natural, as unchangeable and eternal as those 
which cause the earth to move in its unceasing round. When thepillar of fire 
guided the steps of the journeyingisraelites- when the bolts which confined the 
imprisonecl Paul and Silas were broken - when the shepherds were directed by 
a star to the manger of the infant Jesus, and when the earth heaved and rocked 
at the crucifixion of this great reformer, these miracles clid not involve any ces­
sation or disarrangement in the machinery of Nature, but resultedfrom the oper­
ation of certain existing laws under the guidance of a superior intelligence. 

Let the reader now make an application of this reasoning to the subjectpre­
viously introduced. The manifestations of spiritual power in the present age 
have a d~pendence on certain natural ancl unchanging principles, as is the case . 
with all the miracles of thepast.. They have been introduced more prominently 
in the present age than in form er eras, because the condition of the world ancl the 
development of the general mincl are now more favorable than at any previous 
periocl for their procluction; but the superior laws by which these seemingmira­
cles are performed have existed in all time,and in these is occasionecl no suspen­
sion or violation of any establishecl law of Nature. lt may be saicl, therefore, that 
the miracles of the present-the manifestations of invisible power are perfectly 
natural in their character; and from this statement it wiJI be seen that there is no 
obj ection to the occurrence of these manifestations on the grouncl tbat the age of 
miracles is now past, since the operation of natural laws cannot be restrictecl to 
any particular time. Whatever, then, may be the wonders connected with the 
man ifestations of spirits in the present age, let them not be rej ected as superna­
tural o'ccurrences which should not be investigated, but Jet them be receivecl 
into the audience-chamber of the soul,an<l tried by the test of reason and nature. · 

In this connection the mind will naturally inquire concerning the real phi­
losophy of spiritual manifestations. The desire of the reader in tbis respect 
may be gratified by referring to certain important principles which are em­
ploye<l in the procluction of these miracles. In the first place, !et it be 
understood that all mind is enthroned above the sphere of external things 
ancl sustains a positive relation to all gross substances. This principle _is 

• 



76 THE Sl'lRIT MESSENGER. 

dernonstrated in the human organization. The mind here occupieR a superior 
position in relation to all other substances of the body, and by producing 
certain disturbances arnong the refined fluids of the system, is enabled to 
create and control the rnovements of the limbs. Now !et it be lmown that 
the disembodied spirit may sustain a relation to gross matter which is analo­
gous to that always existing between the mind and body. When this is the 
case, the spirit has only to exert a direct influence on the imponderable ele­
ments existing within and surrounding any material substance, in order to 
produce sound and motion. For instance, a spirit in its positive relation to 
a particular object clesires to produce an audible sound. By an effort of the 
will he first sends down to that object a ct:1rrent of the electric fluid which is 
imrnediately under his 0ontrol, and then through this instrurnentality produces 
a temporary disturbance in the elernents of the atmosphere, which elements 
in regaining their equilibrium cause a concussion or sound that resembles in 
nature that which follows the e!e'ctric flaEh in the heavens. lt is on a Rimilar 
principle, also, that spirits. are enabled to produce motion in material sub­
stances. Through a powerful concentration of will on the·substance which 
they desire to move, they pour a forcible current of electric fluid towards tlle 
point to which their attention is directed, and then, by causing an unballan­
ced state of the component elements of the air, they produce a temporary 
vacuum, which is filled by the substance nearest to it, whose movement is 
thus effected; and this result is attained on a principle correspond.ing to that 
by which water may be conveyed through a tube to a great distance by 
means of the vacuum which is here created. This conception will appear, 
on exarnination, tobe a real and philo>ophical truth; andin this view of the 
subject, it will be seen that the philosophy of spiritual manifestations i.s in 
perfect consonance with the dignity of the spiritual being, and also in perfect 
harmony with the establishecl laws of Nature. 

The subject which has been discusstld in the present article will be re­
garded with the profoundest interest by all truth-loving and truth-seeking 
minds. lt will be investigated with the impartiality of souls whose emotions 
are governecl by the laws of sublimated wisdom, while·the beautiful realities 
which are here disclosed will be searched for and treasured as gerns of un­
fading beauty. Truth can be of the most precious significance fo those minds 
which are preparecl to receive its teachings; the revelations of the Divinity 
in his works will be welcomed with the noblest greeting of the soul, when 
the prevailing wrongs of society shall be banishecl, when sin, error and bigo­

. try shall be removecl, and when righteousness and peace shall sway their 
scepter upon the earth. The use of all truth is precious. lt is by truth that 
the immortal mincl is to be made free from its earthly shackles-by this that 
the world is to be elevated, regenerated and saved-by this that the lofty 
thrones ancl gilded crowns of princes shall be dissolved in the ruin of all op­
pre~sive powers. Let, then, the truth be sought, though human authority be 
rej ected-let this be found, though selfish priesthood frowns-let this be de-
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fended, though church, and state, and empires crumble !-for remember, amid 
all the struggles, and labors, and trials which may be endured in this cause, 
that "error is mortal and cannot live, aml truth is immortal and cannot die." 

WISD OM AND TI-IEOLOGY. 

BY SPIRITS OF THE SIXTH CIRCLE. 

To the vision of the true reformer, the developments of the present age 
will bP. seen to be important and glorious in the most exalted sense. The 
world has been desolated by the fires of moral turpitude and vice; it has 
been covered as with a veil of blackness through.the long 11ight of departed 
centuries, ancl it has even shrunk from the approaching light which dawns 
upon its bosom, as the poor captive shrinks from the day which enterecl not 
his dungeon-home. There has been in the past a fearful and unnatural bon­
dage of the soul. Men have become wedded to time-worn doctrines and 
theories, and have been nnwilling to break from the chains which Ignorance 
and Bigotry have forged. In the dim light of other ages the devotees of 
popular devotion have lingered; and besicle the crumbling altars of the 
ancient worship they have bowed their hearts. The breathings of the old 
religion, wbose elements have been extracted from the blindness of the hu­
man mincl, and whose power has been derived from the 1mages of woa and 
terror, have been felt upon the trembling soul, and beneath the stern .infiu­
ence of fancied wrath, the worshiper has bent his knee and lifted up his 
voice of prayer. Wisdom has been shut out from the sanctuaries of the 
Church; her voice has had no echo within the consecrated walls of religious 
temples, and her teachings have been rejected by the self-constituted tutors 
of the world. What has theology, as it has been preached and believed, 
had to do with the great principles of Nature and the revelations of the Uni­
verse. God has spoken to man-and speaks to him unceasingly-in every 
star, in every gleam of light, in every blooming fiower, in every shooting 
bud, and in every animated atom, - but his voice, so still and small, has not 
been lward amid the groans of earthly woe, and the doleful thunderings of 
Sinai. In the view of the popular teachBfs, it has been made almost an un­
pardonable sin to investigate the eternal truths which live in Nature. lt has 
been, in their judgment, sacrilegious in a high degree,to depart from the lettE.r 
of the written word, .that the soul may drink in the pure though unwritten 
revelations of the Divinity in his works. Thus has the human mind been 
crampecl within the narrow compass of sect and creed; thus have the aspi­
rations of the free-born mind been suppressed beneath the load of time­
treasurecl error, and thus from the dark bosom of the established Church have 
issued the streams of moral death, which have crushed the brigh test joys of 
humanity. 

But it was not righteous that the soul should be cramped .and fettered. 
God has made it free as the singing birds of spring; he has endowed it with 
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lofty povvers of thought and reason; he has enstamped upon it his own divine 
image and likeness, and he has clothed it with authority to search the beau· 
tiful volume of Nature - to read the lessons of infinite wisdom and goodness 
which are here revealed - to penetrate the mysteries which have enrobed 
the creations of the Divine, and to drink in the heavenly streams of truth 
and wisdom which flow down from the immeasurable heights of the Universe. 
A being like this - so noble, so exalted, so divine, - was created for a more 
glorious destiny, than to be cramped by the narrow limits of human ·creeds. 
lt was endowed with a nature too gocllike and expansive to be bouncl by the 
shackles of any sect. Look at the narrow enclosure in which the spirit has 
been confined. Is it not too small , too contracted, and too limited, to satisfy 

1 the free 'and boundless aspirations of the thirsting mind 1 What soul has 
been satisfied with the fetters which it has imposed upon itself1 Sects have 
presented a system of faith and worship ; but what soul that has free and 
godlike aspirations has been content to rest upon such a platform 1 Withirt 
the daap heart of the .spirit there has been a gnawing want - a yearning tobe 
free, and the tenets of the popular faith have not been sufficient to supply the 
want which Nature and God have created. Wisdom has not all been concen­
trated in the pages of any book, or within the limits of any sect. The gathered 
treasures of all the past - the cloctrines, theories and dogmas which have 
been established amid the flow of ages, have contained only a germ of the 
real truth - only a spark of the radiant light of Heaven; and all the deepest 
and most labored reasonings of theologians will not do away with the un­
changeable fact, that the tmths which may have been gathered by former 
generations present but a small and insignificant portion of that infinity of 
truth which fills the very depths of the Universe and pervades the vast fie lds 
of endless progress. Therefore while the soul thus longs and thirsts for 
something which it ha.s not yet attained, ancl while the truths of the Divine 
Spirit are embosomecl in his boundless works waiting only to be sought, it 
was unrighteous to restrict the prögress of mind - to confine its aspirations 
and its vision to the narrow and restrictive boundaries of human creeds. 

Wisdom has uttered her voice in the earth. She has spoken to the inmost 
soul of man, ancl has whisperecl the inspiring tones of light, joy, and freedom. 
When the spirit had been restricted in the exercise of its sublime powers -
when the inner senses hacl been blinded ancl weakenecl by the concretion of 
bigotry and error, a voice spake to humanity, saying "arise and be free/ ' and 
from the hiclden graves of darkness and sensuality - from the slumbers of a 
long and fearful night, the universal mind came forth to greet the rising day 
which now gleams upon the breast of earth. Accorclingly a new life now 
courses through all the chambers of human society. Man has awakened 
from his lethargy to learn that he is possessed of an immortal nature, that he 
is destined to pursue the pathway of unending progress, ancl that he has a 
harne in the beautiful and unfading realm where the angels dwell. 
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NUJIIBER THREE. 

REVEALMENTS OF A SEER. 

The spirit of the true reformer will discern 'the cause and philosophy of 
those movements which are no'N occurring in the moral and social world. lt 
will discover the tmth that the tendency of all things is upward, and that the 
advancement of humanity in the direction of truth and wisdom, has been as 
rapid as is consistent with the healthy and harmonious growth of the soul. 
This perception has been the encouragement of those pure an<l earnest souls 
who have toiled and suffered in the cause of human happiness, and who 
have looked long and anxiously for the blissfnl morning which is now dawn­
ing upon the earth. The sentiment of progress, as connected with the human 
race, cannot be too deeply impressed ort the min<l of the philanthropist. lt 
is this sentiment which impels the vigorous force !hat is generated in the in­
spire<l soul; it is this which nerves. the heart and arm of the reformer; it is 
this which leads on the millions of humanity towards the glorious home of 
the future. But progress has been interprete<l üi a too limited sense. The 
dignity an<l pnrity of this principle have not been appreciated or understood. 
Progress implies something which is far more beautiful and sublime than the 
cultivation of the arts and scieuces - something which is 'broader and deeper 
than the intellectual growth of the people - something which is purer and 
nobler than the formation of religious compacts and theories. The progres 
which is designed to improve and regenerate humanity, has reference to the 
well-springs of thought and feeling which are established in the soul. There 
is a bas is for reform which has no immediate connection ,,Vith the mere ex­
ternal brain, or the fading flowers of earthly genius, but which has a depth 
that reaches to the profot:1nd li fe -sources of the spirit. Inasmuch as all true 
ancl godlike acti on proceeds from the internal being, it ·will be seen tliat pro­
gress, in its highest ancl most expanclecl sense, has relation to the growth and 
development of this unseen divinity. 

The revealments of Science have pertained chiefly to the nature and prin­
ciples of material substances; the developments of Art have had referenCJ,ß 
to the creations of human skill in the realm of i;nechanical industry; and the 
fiowers of Literature have been the combination of a sickly sentimen t with 
a superficial authority. But progress has a deeper significance than this. lt 
has its foundation on a more firm and steadfast ground than the external 
blandishments of human society. Hence there are revealments tobe made 
which have been undiscoverecl in the researches of the philosopher and in 
the investigations of the sage j and these revealments relate to those deep and 
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hidden truths which men have longed to understand, but which the mo3t pene­
tratingmin ds bave been unable to grasp. The searching vision of the immortal 
being is capable of exten<ling beneath the veil which has concealed the great 
realiti es of Nature. It can read the mysteries which are enshrined within 
the living heart of the Universe, a:n<l which dwell in th e inner sanctuary 
of tb e Deity. It can embrace the bright and glorious thoughts which are 
flo ating from Sphere to Sphere of the angelic world, and can grasp the 
mighty meaning of ·the myria<l creations wb ich are embosomed in tb e realms 
of the Invisible. This vi sion is, therefore, the basis of exalted ancl truthful 
revealments concerning the truths of Nature which man bas long sighed to 
obtain ; and these revealments have their most sublime object in the culti­
vation and improvement of those interior powers which form the primary 
source of all real and desi rable progress. 

To the seer whose interior vision has been quickened and enlarged by a 
removal from the body, there are inexhaustible sources of truth and wisdom 
springing up from all the inward deptbs of being. Wben these sources of 
human happiness have been discovered by the seeking mind in its researches 
for hidden things, tfie heart is made glad and joyous by distributing the ble~­
sings which have been gathered among the gems and flowers of Heaven. 
Thus the s~eetness and beauty which enter into the mansions of the Fa­
ther, have been seen and rejoicecl in by the dwellers of the sphere in which 
there is no darkness; and in the perception which is gaine<l of the truths and 
blessings of the celestial home, is felt the earnest ancl peaceful outflowings 
of universal love. There are revealments tobe macle ·which have not been 
made in the past; there are clreams on the earth which are lost amicl more 
glorious realities in Heaven; there are sweet ancl deathless flowers that 
bloom in an. eternal spring where the sto1m ancl frost may never cast their 
blight. In the soul of a seer within whose tranquil bosom the writers are 
permittecl to gaze, there dwell the most precious and beautiful truths which 
seem like sparkling j ewels in a golden casket; and these truths, or rather a 
small portion of them, the spirits who communicate to the wcirld through this 
medium desire to reveal. 

The first reality which is presented to the vision of the writers, is the truth 
that man possesses within his interior soul a miniature world of beauty ancl 
magnificence such as the mortals of earth have never imaginecl. It has been 
supposed tbat the human body conta.ins within itself a perfect microcosm of 
the external Universe, being composecl of the representatives of all exis ting 
substances, and presenting a coiiplete embodiment of all material elements 
and forces. This supposition, tested by philosophical research and experi­
ment, is seen to be entirely true, and at the same time it is a truth which 
must serve to elevate ancl expand the mind by which it is beheld and ad­
mired. But the truth which is here mentioned is small an<l insignificant in 
its nature, compared with tbat wbich unfolds the human soul as one vast or­
ganization of the most refined and etherial creations-as a citadel of the 
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grandest beauty which the earthly fancy could conceive -as a world of the 
most minute and yet the most perfect structures which the perceptions of the 
soul itself can grasp. This feature in the formation and appearance of the 
spirit has not been understood by any inhabitant of the earth. lt is a reality 
which lies beyond the observation of the senses, and which has no appeal to 

the vision of the outward being. Y et it is a beautiful and exceedingly attrac­
tive truth, which represents the perfect correspondence that exists between 
the physical and spiritual man, and which reflects a new Inster on the inter­
nal soul, that should· lead to a more profound investigation of the realities 
which are here contained. 

The grandeur and sublimity of the truth which is here revealed, cannot be 
properly appreciated by the unilluminated soul on earth. There are beauties 
in the spirit itself - worlds of concentrated life and glory which fill the de­
lighted bosoms of the angels. Thal w~ich on the earth has been termed 
fancy- ideality-a dream, is seen by those who can gaze into the depths of 
the spirit, tobe the most bright ancl beautiful reality, - inasmuch as all the 
seeming phantoms which people the earthly soul-the hopes, desires, and 
affections of the heart, are really the sublime creations of that inner universe 
which is behelcl in the immortal being. In rendering this truth more clear, 
the spirits will say that the interior thonghts and emotions of the soul are 
simply formations of the spiritual essence by which it is pervaded," and are 
designed to presen t a miniature representation of the radiant world by_which 
it is externally surrounded. These thoughts and feelings are fabrics or apart­
ments of the house not macle with hands eternal in the spirit. Men have no 
conception of the beauty and reality of these fabrics. So thoroughly gross 

, and material have been the prevailing views with reference to the human 
spirit itself, that the world is scarcely preparecl to realize the celestial crea­
tions with which this is fi lled and animated. But to the more expanded con­
ceptions of the mind, it will appear that the ideal is but the soul of the real­
that it is rather the essence of the external fact - the foreshadowing pro­
phecy of all that is made manifest in outward action ; and, therefore, it will 
not seem wrong to say that the very dreams of the spirit are pictures of the 
inner life-that all its truthful thoughts are unfading fabrics whose subli­
mation and grandeur are unconceived by the earthly. Therefore is this truth 
presented for the profound reflection of those minds whose desires are above 
the world, and whose aspirations are heavenward. 

Wisdom speaks again to this Circle, and the revealment which is made 
kntiwn to spirits shall be comrnunicated to mortals. The voices of the spirit 
are the breathings which are necessary to its existence. When one spir it 
speaks to another, or impresses a mind on the earth, it breathes out the sp i­
ritual essence, which had been incorporatecl with its being, these having been 
previously inhaled from the surrounding elements; and when this process of 
breathing has been so far carried on as to form a connection between the 
c ommunicating spirit and bis receptive companion, the former breathes out 

6 
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the interior thought which he desires to convey, and this, passing as an or­
ganized structure along the medium of the spiritual essences referred to, is 
received into the bosom of the individual to which it was directed, and is re­
posited in the chambers of the mioo as one of its priceless and immortal 
treasures. The idea which the spirits desire to communicate, may be illus­
trated by referring to the external mode of speaking among the inhabitants 
of the earth. lt is seen that wben one individual desires to converse with 
another in audible language, he first inhales into the lungs a suitable por­
tion of the atmosphere, and then breathes out the atmosphere inhaled in 
such a manner as to produce a succession of organized sounds; and it is 
observed that these sounds will pass in their organized form to a considerable 
distance from one individual to another through the medium of surrounding 
elements, until they are received into those sensational portions of the brain 
whereby they are conveyed to the internal mind. A process perfectly an­
alogous to this i5 employed by spirits in their intercourse with each other 
and with earthly minds. They breathe out through the medium of sublim­
ated essences, the embodied thoughts which they desire to im press, on the 
same principle, in a spiritual sense, by which audible sounds are conveyed 
through the air. Thus spirits converse with each other by the use of inte­
rior voices which correspond to the senses of the soul - which voices are 
simply waftings of thought that are conveyed with the most pleasurable ease 
and freedom, to the innumerable minds which fill the home of the spirit. 

There is yet another reali ty which the spirits will disclose in the present 
article, as it lingers prominently in the mind of the seer to whom they have 
previously alluded. This reality has reference to the renewal of strength, or, 
in other terms, the rest and food which are necessary to the spirit. lt is nat­
urally asked by the inhabitants of earth, do spirits employ food and sleep as 
mortals do for the renovation of their strength 1 The question will be an­
swered in this connection. Spirits do not take food in the sense in which 
the body eroploys this as a means of restoration, neither do they enter in that 
state of seeming unconsciousness which is denominated sleep. Yet they do 
use certain means of restoring their energies when these have been in any 
degree expended, which are analogous to both food and sleep . lt should be 
known that in concentrating the mental powers on a particular object, as is 
naturally the case when truths are communicated to those who reside on a 
lower plane of development, there naturally occurs an outflowing and expen­
sion of the spiritual essences which had been before inhaled by the spirit, and 
consequently there is externally a sense of exhaustion experienced which needs 
tobe removed. Therefore when the work has been completed which has en­
gaged the attention of the spirit, he reposes in the shining atroosphere by which 
he is surrounded- enjoys a sweet and tranquil rest which pervades the depths of 
his being - and thus, by a calm and gentle action of the mimt, he attracts to the 
spiritual form those elements of kindred nature that serve to supply the loss 
which had been previously sustained. This process truthfully repr~sents the 
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mode by which the inhabitants of the Second Sphere are accustomed to seek 
nutriment and repose. Perceiving that the space allotted to this article is now 
filled, the spirits will close by saying that these revealments will be continued 
in the future, that the world may be elevated and blessed. 

SONGS OF THE SPIRIT-HOME. 

NUMBER ONE. 

THE ANGELS' WELCOME. 

Hark ! the songs of angels swell, 
Deepening through the radiant home, 

Where the blest immortals dwell-
Where the throngs of seraphs roam. 

Sweetly, gently rolls the song 
By myriad spirits borne along. 

Voices filled. with sweetest love 
Thrill the azure deep of Heaven; 

Gentle breathings far above, 
Down to weary earth lings given, 

Calmly hush the heaving sigh ­
Show how blest the boon to die. 

Softly now those voices breathe, 
Echoing through the fainting heart, 

Smiles of hope and joy they wreath, 
ßliss celestial they impart ;­

Gladness reigns where woe is flown -
Glory breaks where starlight shone. 

"Come thou hither1 wearied one,'' 
Breathe the smilmg angels now, 

"Cheer thee 'neath the glowing sun, 
Bathe in light thy weary brow. 

Sing! for joy is born from gloom­
Life has risen from the tomb.'' 

"Welcome, welcome, child of earth,'' 
Chants the singing angel-band, 

" Death is proved a glorious birth, 
Leading to the Spirit-land. 

Time's dark waves are felt no more -
Reach not the immortal shore." 

Beauties soft and blending greet 
The vision of the raptured soul; 

Light - where friends celestial meet­
Fills and cheers the perfect whole. 

Rest from care and sorrow free, 
Breathes the soul's deep harmony. 
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PHILOSOPHY OF REFORM. 

A LYCEUM LECTURE. 

WRITTEN BY SPIRITS. 

The great subject which now agitates the world and engages the attention 
of the people is that of Reform. Humanity is stirred to its profound depths 
by the utterance of the divine voice which issues from the soul, and breathes 
out its prayer for freedom. There is a mighty resurrection taking place among 
the social elements of the world; and this resurrection has brought with it a 
saving and regenerative influence which i$ beginning to descend to the foun­
dations of human wrong, and eradicate the evils which have desoiated the 
homes of earth. lt is a great and almost incomprehensible work which has 
been commenced in the world. lt is a work which is to melt the icy barriers 
of bigotry and sordidness, which is to breathe new life into the sorr9wing and 
anguish-stricken heart, and which is to renovate the wastes of human life 
with the streams of truth and wisdom. Therefore shall the question of Re­
form be -agitated in the midst of the people-tToubling the deep calm of 
earthly selfishness - until the results which are desired and labored for by 
the philanthropist, shall have been gloriously attained. 

The subj ect which has been intro<luced for consideration at this time is one 
which demands a somewhat labored investigation, inasmuch as its import­
ance will be seen to be commensurate with the dearest interests of the race. 
But in discussing a subject like this-in which the great thoughts and bright 
dreams of the soul should be held as the reflection of beautiful realities­
here is a danger of becoming lost in the intricacies of sophistical reason­
ing. There is but one way which leads to the truth on this subj ect; and that 
way is to be discovered only by tracing the effects which are to be removed 
from the earth, to the causes from which they o6ginally proceeded. lt is a 
truth which will not be <lisregarded or rejected by the searching mind, that the 
reform which is needed in the earth is a radical reform. The only course to 
be pursued by the reformer of this age is to strike deep to the roots of pre­
vailing evils, arid remove the primary causes on which they are depen<lent. 
When the glories of the future have been clearly revealed - when the bright­
ness of coming ages shall have superceded the darkness of all by-gone 
eras - when the grandeur and sublimity of true wisdom have been seen and 
acknowledged by the children of earth, then shall the great reality be dis­
closed that the foundations of society have been wrong - that the first issues 
of the social economy have been inconsistent with the purity of the soul, and 
that the beatings of the great heart of humanity have been the fickle impulses 
of a wayward will. If this is true, then there is something more to do than 
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to be the father of an y mere externai system of reform, - somethiEg more 
to do than to erect an institution for the relief of physical suffering and moral 
delinquency- something more to be clone than to form associations for the 
protection of worldiy interests and the outward government of society­
something more to do than to make the offerings of benevolence to the poor 
and to supply the wants of the destitnte; and this something- which ex­
tends down beneath the surface of the misdirected world - has reference to 
the complete renovation of those primary springs of life in the soul - those 
hidden sources of thought and action in the inward man, which form the 
fountain of all social principles. There is a philosophy tobe unfolded to the 
world, by which the true principles and method of r~form will become known 
and appreciated; and this philosophy is the illustration and unfolding of 
spiritual existence and intercourse. lt should be known that the philosophy 
which is here mentioned - however scorned and ridiculed it has been by the 
world-must, from the very natme of the case, underlie all systems of reform 
which have ever been conceived, and must be the embcidiment of principles 
which have reference to the best and noblest facuities of man. The truth 
has been seen that the reforms which have been introduced into fti.e world, 
have been too partial and too superficial in their character; they have been 
designed rather to impede the course of the stream for a season, than to pu­
rify and cleanse the fountain; and hence the efforts of philanthropists and 
reformers have been only partially successful in removing the burden of filth 
and corruption from the world, and the race has still sighed beneath the 
weight of heart-felt miseries from which there seemed to be no relief. 

The true philosophy of reform is dependent on the development and per­
fection of the human spirit. Such is the nature of man that he is moved, in 
all his actions, from the impulses which arise either in his animal or his spir­
itual nature. If the animal nature predominates over the spiritual, thei;i the 
actions will partake of the same source from which they proceeded, and will 
be correspondingly low, selfish, and unrighteous. But if, on the other hand, 
the spiritual predominate over the animal powers, then the results for which 
the world has sighed are naturally and inevitably produced- purity breathes 
its power amid the corrupted sphere of earth, an<l love sends forth its grate­
ful offerings to the race. Thus it is rendered evident that the degree of mental 
and moral action - the quality of the character which an incliviclnal sustains, 
is dependent on the state of the indwelling spirit-the development of that 
internal germ from which all high and glorious thoughts are born. Then it 
follows that all true reform which has for its object the regeneration of the 
world, must have reference to the unfol<ling of the soul as the primary end to 
be attained, - inasmuch as on this internal power depends the capacity of 
man to resist the propensities of the animal nature. Let this internal power 
of man be neglected- let the faculties of the spirit be suffered to slumber 
beneath the load ot corruption which results from a predominance of the an­
imal nature, and you will behold, not the man but the brute-not the image 
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of God but the type of inferior beings, and all attempts at reformation in such 
a case, will be successful only as they have reference to the development of 
the spiritual powers - the cultivation of that godlike principle in the soul, 
which constitutes the essential mainspri11g of all virtuous action. Let it be 
understood that the true life of man is within - that that which renders him 
truly noble and pure is the unfolded spirit, and then let the truth be properly 
appreciated that the only rational method by which the world can be en­
lightened and reforme'd, consists in the expansion of those internal sources of 
good, which lie in the enshrined divinity of the human frame. 

But it is essential that the prominent idea here presented should be more 
fully illustrated. According to the belief of an ancient teacher, "there is a 
natural body and there is a spiritual body." The natural body is simply the 
external and physical frame; the spiritual body is the internal and refined 
organization which has been denominated the human soul. These depart­
ments of the human being have their appropriate affinities and relations: 
The one is connected by virtue of a kinclred nature to the lower orders of 
creation, and the other is related to the glorious angels and seraphs which 
soar in the expansive dome of Heaven. Thus man presents a union and em­
bodiment of two substances or natures, by which he maintains an interme­
diate position between the world of changing matter and the realm of eternal 
light; and it is from this two-fold nature-this mmgling of material and 
spiritual elements, that the various irregularities and inharmonies of human 
action proceed. When the earthly or animal nature asserts its supremacy­
when lust and sense predominate over the internal consciousness of right 
and duty, then may be seen a human personification of the brute; but when 
the germ of purity in the inward nature has been developed, when the 
gleamings of the soul flash out amid the darkness of corruption, and the liv­
ing spirit gains its ascendency over the enthralling power of sense, then is 
exhibited the infant angel which is ready tobe born in the human frame­
then is manifested the glorious and exalted powers which render man the 
child and heir of Gocl. What then, let it now be inquired, is the cause of 
earthly corruption and sin 1 The answer is plain. It is the undue prepon­
derance of the animal nature, and the absence of a true and living spiritual­
ity. The great fault of the world has been that it has cherished and culti­
vated those powers which link man with the brute, and has neglected those 
higher faculties which unite him with the angel. Here is the cause of hu­
man depravity and woe. Man, Jet it be understood, is not destitute of a 
right principle. Every individual possesses the germ of the Divinity in his 
soul. But the gootl that is in man has not been developed. The spirit has 
been suffered to slumber within its frame as the crushed and defaced image 
of God, and all its light and life which would have shone so gloriously amid 
.the darkness of the world, have been almost stifled and extinguished beneath 
the wearying weight of sensuality. It is no matter of wonder indeed that 
the world has been corrupt and darkened, when the veil of materiality has 
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been thrown upon the vision of the soul -when the excited and 01·erpower­
ing lusts of the flesh have been allowed to triumph over reason and consci ­
ence, and when the mighty and godlike powers which belong to the spirit 
have lain weak and dormant in their inner chamber. But if this be the 
cause of the prevailing wrongs and evils of society, what, !et it be farthe r 
aske<l, is the rerr!edy tobe employe<l 1 The reasoning mind will at once re­
spond that the remedy consists in the removal of the cause; and it wil l be 
clearly perceived that the removal of the cause will be the expansion and 
development of the internal germ of purity which resides in the soul; ur, in 
other words, the unfolding of that inwar<l being which forms the interior of 
every individual and constitutes the divine energy of the immortal rn an. There 
can be no reform which will be so radical-so deep - so perfect as this. Let 
the spirit be cultivated and expanded-let tt1e powers of the soul be allowed 
their free and unresfricted action, and vice, and crime, and s in, would be 
banished from the earth- banished becau~e the fountain of purity wouJ<l be 
opened, while the sources of corruption would be closed - banished because 
the beautiful angel in man would reign in triumph over all the passion~ ~nd 
propensities of the animal nature. 

The theory of reform which has prevailed in the world teaches that in or­
der to make men do right, they must be made first to think right and feel 
right; and to the superficial view this theory would seem to be sufficiently 
profound. But !et the reader inquire, on what are thought, and feeling, aml 
act ion all dependent 1- and then the answer comes that these are simply 
the movements and results of an internal priuciple - that they are essenti­
ally dependent upon, and naturally proceed from, the iudweliing and anima­
ting spirit of the individual; and it will be seen farther that the character of 
all thought, feeling ' and action will necessarily depend on the state and de­
velopment of the spirit from which they flow. Such being the case, it is evi­
dent that a true and radical reform will descend to something beneath the 
external brain - something back of the pulsations of the heart, and some­
thing antecedent to all external action. lt will seek as a primary step the 
development and expansion of the soul - the enlightenment an<l perfection 
of the internal man, and when this result is accomplished, there will flow 
forth from this opened fountain thoughts great and exalted, feelings godlike 
and serene .. actions pure and righteous. Let not this great truth be buried in 
a robe of mystery. When you think of the development of the soul, think 
of it as a philosophical reality, and not as a mere theological dogma. The 
world has been perplexed Iong enough with theories which possess no tan­
gibility. lt has been, for instance, the prominent labor of the Church to save 
souls, and yet the Cqurch has never taught that there is anythi.ng substantial 
in the soul tobe saved. lt has been the professed object of popular preach­
ing to do good to the soul of the sinner, and yet this preaching, with all its 
assumed authority, never has declared what spirit is, but has Ieft .it an unue · 
fined and shapeless nothing, tobe grasped only by some floating fancy. Let 
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the world be rid of this unmeaning inysticism. The spirit, if it be anything, 
is a su bstance - a substance more real and unchangeable than the external 
forms of matter; and if such is the case, then it is governed by certain laws 
and principles which correspond with those that regulate the physical 
frame. When therefore the development of the spirit is presented as the 
basis of all true reform, let it be understood that this signifies simply the 
cultivation and growth of the spiritual germ, which are to be attained on a 
principle perfectly ahalogous to that by which the material form is caused to 
grow from infancy into manhood. It is known that the body unfolds and 
enlarges in obedience to certain established laws; and, to reason analogic­
ally, it must · be presumed that the universal law of progress applies to the 
in ward spirit as well as to the body in which it is enshrined. In this case it 
will be seen that the development of the spirit is pprely a natural process, 
which is tobe performed by the application of certain general and appropri­
ate influences, and which is entirely free from the unnatural and incompre­
hensible mysticism which attends the miraculous "change of heart" on 
which religionists so strongly insist. The spirit is to be unfolded like the 
ftower or the plant. It is tobe withdrawn from perverting and uncongenial 
situations; it is tobe surrounded by influences which are high and holy in 
their nature, and it should be breathed upon by the light of heavenly love 
and truth. Thus will it become expanded like the early buds of spring, and 
thus will it bear the precious blossoms of purity on which the angels gaze 
with joy. 

SEERS OF THE PAST. 

The subject which is here presented will forma pleasing matter of con­
templation to those minds which are willing to investigate the philosophy of 
human clairvoyance, and the results which the prophetic sages of past 
ages have been instrumental in producing. lt is a matter to be rejoiced at 
that there are still preserved on earth some of the numerous records which 
were made of the visions of ancient seers. The most lamentable circum­
stance has been, that the most important, interesting and valuable of these 
records have met with the stern fate to which the things of the world are in­
evitably subjected: Seers of the earth have lived in a generation which had 
no understanding of the cause and nature of the powers which they pos­
sesöed. They have spoken in the voice of prophecy - they have revealed 
the things which were lost and hidden-they have looked forward to the 
even'ts of the fu ture, and have predicted the occurrences which would tran­
spire in the passage of centuries. But these individuals have not occupied 
their true position among their brethren on the earth. Being endowed with 
powers which they could not themselves fully comprehend, and which the 
ignorant multitude were incliried to attribute to a divine origin, they came to 
be regarJed as the special favorites of the Deity, and as the appointed repos-
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itories of his will and commands. Hence when the mind of a prophet was 
impressed, he vvas accustomed to say, "And the Lord spake ;" an<l when he 
desirecl to increase the weight of authority which rested upon the mincls of 
the people, he was dispose<l to refer to fearful judgments and calamities 
which the Lord would send. 

Spirits clearly perceive that there have been seers in past ages which pos­
sessecl ä high degree of spiritual illumination; but they see that the rare hacl 
not then sufficiently aclvancecl to become free from the superstitious views 
which were entertained with relation to the mysterious gifts possessecl by 
these indivicluals. The seers of the past were the mecliums of spirits; they 
were the selectecl aud appointecl agents of the spiritual worlcl in bringing the 
race to an appreciation of heavenly realities, and in illuminating the world 
with the light of celestial wisdom. Y et these persons clid not realize the 
relation which they sustainecl to the unseen realm. They di.d not uncler­
stancl the source of those impressions which came like sweet whisperings to 
the in ward sense. They knew not that they were holding communion with 
the spirits of the Second Sphere, and that the longline of.<listant ages would 
receive the echo oftheir voice. The seers of the past wrote as they were in­
spire<l, an<l they were inspired with those thoughts which were useful to the 
people in the age in which they were communicated. But their mincls were 
mislecl in supposing that the inspiration which they received came directly 
ancl imme<liately from the Supreme Spirit; for though as to locality he is not 
far from any of the creatures which he has made, he is infinitely remove<l in 
degree of refinement and perfection from the brightest seraph that soars in 
the dome of Heaven. · 

The seers of the past are not the most reliable teachers of the world, inas­
much as they knew not the source of their own inspirations, or the philoso­
phy of the vision which they possessed; but they were the appointed 
teachers of the age in which they lived, and were occasionally permitted to 
utter those heaven-born truths which might thrill through the heart of hu­
manity in all time. Too deep a reverence for the. seers of the past has been 
the occasion of important errors m the world; and these errors have tended 
to confuse and perplex the mincls of the people, with regard to the pure teach­
ings of Nature and Intuition. Insteacl of learning wisdom from the voice of 
the Divinity in his works, ancl from the deep echoings of truth in the soul, 
men have unwisely leaned upon the seers of the past, because the powers 
which they possessed were involved in mystery, and the worcls which they 
uttered have been hallowed with the shacles of time. The sight of the spirits 
has been macle keen by the dissolving change which separates the spirit 
from its tenement; and they see that the soul of the seer has been inspired 
by the breathings of angelic beings - inspired on principles which are philo­
sophical and beautiful in theii application to the earthly mind; ancl they see 
that the blissful results which the prophet-vision beheld in the ages of the 
future, shall be completely and gloriously accomplished. SPIRITS. 
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ADDRESS TO OUR PATRONS. 

The spirits of the Sixth Circle desire to offer a statement to the readers of 
the Messenger, which will serve to explain the reason that the present num­
ber has been delayed beyond the advertised time of issue. lt was designed 
by the editors of the Messenger that there should be no farther delay or irre­
gularity in the publication of this Journal, and they accordingly gave a cor­
responding notice to this import. This desig~ still remains the same -with 
the spirits, and will be accomplished in the wise and benevolent arrange­
ments which they are now rapidly bringing to a successful result. · 

Wisdom has fµrnished the world with many sayings and precepts which 
have been designed for the unfolding of mind in the sphere of earth. But 
these sayings and precepts have not been sufficient to develop the noblest 
and most godlike faculties of the soul. Therefore has Wisdom devised other 
and sti!J more effectual means than those here indicated, whereby to bring 
forth the beauties of the spiritual nature. These means have consisted in 
the process of spiritualization which has been instituted by spirits, by which 
process the elements of the spirit become withdrawn and separated from the 
grosser elements of the body, and are thus naturally concentrated in one 
perfect organization, which possesses in its concentrated form the powers 
and senses of the freed soul. But the process which has been mentioned 
can only be carried on through the most intense motion of the fiuids which 
constitute the medium of sensation in the body, and hence it is dependent 
on the agency of severe' internal tri als. To facilitate this process, the spirits 
make use of such external circumstances as may serve to produce the requi­
site intensity of motion in the brain and nervous system; and the circum­
stances which are usually most serviceable in the attainment of this end, are 
naturally of a disagreeable and uncongenial character. The application to 
be made of these remarks will be seen in the statement, !hat the medium 
employed by this Circle has been subjected during several months to the 
process of spiritualization as previously referred to, and has been, as a natu­
ral consequence which the wisdom and goodness of spirits could not prevent, 
subjected to severe and mysterious sorrows. Wisdom uttered her voice and 
declared that the process which has been commenced in the wisdom of the 
Sixth Circle had been completed in the same wisdom, and that the time had 
arrivecl for the final termination of the tri~ls which had been necessarily im­
posed. Therefore the sp irits sought for some circumstance of an external 
nature, which would aid them in completing the beautiful and interesting 
operation which had been carried on in the system of their medium. To 
answer the end required, they at last selected 'the means which have been 
successfully employed, namely, an interference with his relations to the 
public as is manifested in the delay of the Messenger. The promise which 
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had been previously given that the numbers of this Journal should be prompt 
and regular in their issue, served to render the means of spiritualization still 
more favorable;- and since the desired result has now been attained, it may 
be stated that this promise shall be hereafter fulfilled in accordance with the 
original intention of the spirits. 

The principal design of the spirits of this Circle, is to reform and regene­
rate society. To accomplish this work, it is necessary to employ certain in­
struments; and that these instruments may wisely and faithfully perform 
their mission, it is important, even absolutely essential, that they should be 
duly prepared and fitted to their appointed work. The spirits have been en­
gaged in a barren field for many ages, but they rejoice that the see<ls of truth 
which they have sown in the past, have begun to manifest the external signs 
of an inward life: lt is now their deepest and most absorbing desire that the 
harvest of the world should be glorious and abundant, that the fruits of their 
long and earnest labors should be gathered, and that the peace and harmony 
of the unfolded spirit should be universally enjoyed. To this end they are 
preparing, as rapidly as circumstances will admit, the instruments which 
they design to employ in the. work here denoted; and more than eight years 
will not elapse befor~ the greatest revolution which the earth has ever known 
will have been progressively accomplished. This result requires that there 
should be a certain adaptation of the means to tbe end; and the spirits have 
taken a conrse which they clearly perceive will lead direct!y to the desired 
object. As one of the instruments tobe employed in this work, tbey have 
chosen the medium through whom this statement is written; and in order that 
he might be prepared to fuJJy and successfully accomplish his mission on the 
earth, they have been led by wisclom to subject his system to a Jong and 
somewhat severe course of cliscipline, for the immediate purpose of clevelop­
ing certain powers ancl gifts of the spirit, which will enable him to receive 
exalted and useful truths. Recently the spirits have seen that it would be 
necessary to bring this discipline to a close; and with this view they have 
operated on both his mind and body to produce the results which they have 
long desired. In this Operation they have seen timt the development of their 
medium was of greater importance to him and to the worl<l, than the punc­
tilious observance of a certain external arrangement. Therefore, they have 
refused to write at a time when it seemed most necessary and important that 
they should do so; and, in opposition to the most earnest prayers of their 
medium, they have suffered the appointed time of publication to pass by, 
without furnishing the requisite amount of writing for the Messenger. All 
this has been exceedingly mysterious and strange to the individual on whom 
the painful ordeal has been imposed. He could see no wisdom or goodness 
in the course whi0h was taken by the spirits- his interior perceptions being 
for the time entirely closed - and he was disposed to cast severe and unjust 
refiections on those who are his real and abiding friends. In this lesson the 
world will see that this individual has no power to control, or dictate in the 
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least, the spirits with whom he holds communion. lt will see that in delay­
ing the Messenger, they have conferred a benefit both upon him and others 
whom they desire to bless, and that the results which are dependent on the 
perfection of the interior vision, will be thus obtained. 

In conclusion, the spirits desire to say that they act as they are moved by 
wisdom. Being a law unto themselves, they are not controlled by the judg­
ment of the world, or by the changing inlhiences of human society; and 
through the operation of a power which is interior and spiritual in its nature, 
they will accomplish the re·sults for which they have opened an intercourse 
with the inhabitants of the earth. 

SPIRITS oF THE S1xTH CrncLE. 

HUMAN BROTHERHOOD. 

There exists in the human soul a tendency to love. This tendency implies 
an object on which the affections of the heart are tobe placed; and this ob­
ject will be made apparent to the vision of the soul which is not restricted 
by human creeds or selfishness, but which can expand in its own native free­
dom throughout the vast circle of humanity. The world is one vast brother­
hood. There are no distinctions of sex, age or color, which can erect a bar­
rier between the members of the same common family; but far and wide -
over sea and land- amid vales and mountains -wherever the human spe­
cies have an existence, may be seen the strong ties of fraternal relationship 
by whi~h all the nations and kindred of the earth are bound in one '.rnighty 
body. This sentiment is one which forrns an extensive basis for the erec­
tion of truthful principles and the practice of righteous actions. There have 
been no doctrines which the world has ever cherished that have so deep a 
significance as this. There have been no religions on the earth which have 
rejected this sentiment, that have performed any useful and important mis­
sion among men. lt must be the primary principle of reform, that the mem­
bers of the human family are united in one brotherhood and are advancing 
towards one common end - a brotherhood which is broad and extensive as 
the very soul of humanity, and an end which is exalted as the glory of the 
Infinite. 

But the idea which needs tobe developed in this connection, is somewhat 
diverse from the usual modes of .thought on this subject. This idea refers to 
the truth that man on the earth is not only related to the beings of kindred 
nature in the same home, but also is connected by corresponding ties of 
relationship to those beings who once lived upon the earth, but are now the 
residents of a more expanded realm. Let it be realized that the departure 
of a spirit from the lower sphere does not destroy the natural and inherent 
relation which subsists between this and the kindred of earth. The brother­
hood of man comprehends not only all the circles of the rudimental world, 
but also all the circles of celestial love. The angels are the brothers of mor-
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tals. There is a tie which unites the most expanded seraph with the most 
degracled earth-child. Beautiful is this relation in its early clevelopment as 
manifestecl in the birth of the infant. When the youthful germ of spiritual 
life has been embodiecl in its material organization, there is immecliately es­
tablished: a relation between this ancl all otb.er inhabitants of the earth, as 

cwell as an affinitywith the dwellers of the angel-worlcl. By virtue of this 
relation ancl affinity, the infant being has a claim on the affections ancl sym­
pathies of all human personalities, ancl also lays hold on the tender regards 
of those loving spirits who hover unseen arouncl the homes of humanity. 
Therefore does the relation involved in human brotherhood h.ave a more ex­
tensive bearing as weil as a more profound importance, than that which the 
earthly mind has been accustomed to conceive; and thus the soul may roam 
through an interminable field of 1ife and being-extending its researches 
through the innumerable throngs that people earth and heaven - ancl it will 
discover that there is no immortal being who resides beyond the circle of 
human brotherhood, and that there is no place in this great temple of the 
Divinity which is not hallowed with the presence of inherent and eternal 
ties. SPIRITS OF THE SECOND SPHERE. 

THE SUBSTANTIAL WORLD. 

'' Either choose thy weapons from the armory of Heaven, or be vanquished 
with the weapons of earth." This was said by a spirit who was unfolded in 
the wisdom of the Sixth Circle, to one who had opposed this wisdom with 
artful words. There is a sentiment in the world which holds the power of 
spirits in contempt, because it is not embodied in the person of some mighty 
warrior, or clothed with the costly garb of royalty. The substantial world is 
supposed to be the world of sense and matter- the world which the outward 
eyes can behold, and which the hands can tauch. Hence the dwellers of the 
realm unseen have been esteemed as weak and powerless, because the 
source and operation of tbeir power are not made visible. 

lt is a wide mistake to suppose that earth is the substantial world, and that 
the weapons which the earthly mind uses will be victorious. The mistake 
lies in a wrang conception of the relations which exist between the earthly 
and heavenly sphere. lt cannot be that the lower can control the higher, or 
is superior to it. lt cannot be that the negative can control the ·positive, or is 
more powerful than this. lt cannot be that the temporal is more enduring 
than the eternal, or is in any true sense more substantial. The world of mat­
ter is subject to constant and inevitable changes, and the forms which are 
loved and cherished to-day, pass away with the breath of to-morrow's deso­
lation. ßut there is a world above the clouds where all change is but an 
approach to still brighter realities - where the sun goes down no more and 
where darkness enters not; and this world, though unseen by the human eye 
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- though impalpable to the outward senses, is the realm of spirits and the 
atmosphere of God. 

Well, therefore, did the mind in Heaven say to the mind on earth that he 
should choose his weapons from the armory of God; for bright and pure are 
the truths which angels employ in their warfare with earthly error, while 
sublime and eternal are the heights of wisdom which they have made their 
bulwark. THE SPIRITS. 

THE IDEA OF THREE GODS. 

Mortals have exhibited the strange infatuation of blinded and misguided 
mmds. Theology, with its galling fetters, has restricted the native powers 
of the soul, and superstition has imposed its chains of darkness un the free­
born mind. In the enthralling infiuence of religious bigotry, there has been 
a bane to the world's good. The most absurd and degrading dogmas have 
been taught on the authority of a di vine origin, and the deepest sorrow-the 
most excruciating fear, have been made the natural results of theological 
faith. To menti.on one among the numerous doctrines of the Church with 
which reason has no affinity, the writers will refer to the conception of Three 
Gods, which has been entertained and enforced by religionists. The position 
is assumed that the Godhead is composed of three several and C.istinct per­
sons- God the Son- God the Father - God the Holy Ghost; and yet, not­
withstanding this clear and positive affirmation, it is farther assnmed that 
there is after all not three Gods, but one God ! By what course of reasoning 
this conclusion is attained from the premises assumed, does not appear even 
to the perceptions of spirits ; but it is clearly seen that, in sustaining these 
inconsistent propositions, the office of reason has been entirely rejected, and 
that the doctrine of the Trinity has been enforced only by the power of ex­
temal authority, while the ground on which it is based has be.en concealed 
in profound mystery. In this idea of Three Gods the spirits recognize a relic 
which has been extracted from heathen mythology and unrighteously insinu­
ated into the Christian religion. It is a conception which contains the mys­
tical teachings of superstitious minds, but has none of the living elements of 
truth. Therefore this doctrine, like others of a kindred nature, is destined to 
fade away beneath the increasing light, which is rapidly bringing to view the 
deformities of ancient errors and the beauties of unfolding Nature. 

. THE SPIRITS. 

o::T" Wisdom has said that the darkness of the world has been illuminated 
with the light of Life, and that the privileges of spiritual intercourse will be 
more extensively enjoyed. The voice has gone forth from the Spheres of 
Heaven, whose echoings shall be heard in every human heart and melt the 
darkness from its bosom. 
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HEARING AND SEEING. 

The spirits have intimated in previous writings that they have unfolded the 
spiritual senses of this medium so that he is enabled to listen to the interior 
voices of the spirits, and is also prepared to perceive and appreciate celestial 
realities. This intimation was designed to convey to the mind of the reader 
a conception of the mission which this medium will be required to fulfill in 
the future. lt was the design that this individual should be subjected tose­
vere trials, the object and purpose of which were to develop and unfold his 
spiritual powers, and prepare him for the work which has been appointed for 
him in this lower sphere. But the spirits would here state that the primary 
process of spiritualization has been completed in the system of this medium, 
ancl that he will from this point progress rapidly in the knowledge and ap­
preciation of the truth. In preparing the matter for the Messenger, he ·will 
be furnished with both bf the inner senses - hearing ancl seeing- and will 
hereafter write chiefly while in the interior or spiritual state; but here the 
spirits would remark that, in this department of his labor, he will be assisted 
by another individual whose system has been developed as a medium for 
writing, and whose name is familiar to the readers of the Messenger. 

The spirits have been the friends of the world in what they have done to 
develop thos~ individuals through whom they desire to communicate the 
truths of the Second Sphere. When the work which has been accomplished 
shall be fully appreciated by themselves and others, it will be seen that 
spirits are not evil who employ pain and suffering as a means whereby to un­
fold the soul. There shall be no sentiment so fully and heartily received by 
the spirits as that which relates to the necessity of laboring with an untiring 
energy, to the end that the spiritual senses of the whole world may be open­
ed, and that men may both hear and see the glorious realities of Heaven. 

THE EDITORS. 

[J:ff"' The spirits who conduct this Journal have decided to furnish soon a 
manifestation of their power in the writing of an important book, whose title 
l).as been previously mentioned. In this method they wi!l present an evidence 
to the world of the action of a spiritual force which is stronger than the earthly 
mind. 

[J:ff"'Wisdom has declared that the" Communicm of the Spirit" shall be made 
the subject of an article tobe written through this medium and published in 
the next number of this paper. This article will be designed to furnish a 
pleasing disclosure relating to the philosophy of spiritual intercourse. 
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A balm for eve · ry wounded brrastt-'Tis founcl ~ - .Jone in hcaven. 
Where storms a - rise anrl o · cean rolls, And all ts drear-but bcaven 
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eve - ning i::ba - dows quick- ly fly, And all se . rene-in heavcn. 
yond the dark, the nar · row tomb, Ap - pears the dawn of henven. 
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