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GLORIES OF THE FUTURE.
BY SPIRITS OF THE SIXTH CIRCLE.

The Spirits of the Sixth Circle desire to deliver a lecture on the subject of
the Glories of the Future. They desire to speak to the world on this subject,
in order that the brichtness of coming ages may be fully known and realized
by man. They desire to unfold the power and majesty of Truth, and they
wish to whisper of the unfoldings of celestial wisdom. They would deline-
ate the presence of holiness and peace on earth, and they would speak of
the approaching joys which shall bring peace to the homes of wretchedness
and sorrow. At the outset of this revealment, they desire to refer to the
beauties of spiritual truth and to exhibit the blissfulness of the angel-pres-
ence. Long and sorrowfully has man wandered in the depths of sorrow,
ignorance and woe ; long has he been destitute of the true light wlich should
direct his steps ; long has he felt the heavy weight of human wrongs and sin ;
long has he been deprived of that heavenly hope and faith which should
cheer the human soul, while blindly he has groped in the darkness of his
own ignorance, and deeply he has thirsted for the waters of celestial peace.
But a new day has arisen upon the earth —a new joy has fallen upon the
hearts of men — a new hope has cheered the lonely wanderer— a new faith
has elevated and inspired his soul; and now he can look above the gloom
that surrounds his way and beyond the clouds that darken the firmament, and
he can see the bright stars which gleam in the silent sky and read the promise
of his high and glorious destiny. He feels now that he is not alone upon the
earth — that celestial visitants have come to cheer his dismal way ; he listens
to voices which descend sweetly from the heavens and basks beneath aradiance
which flows from the Upper Spheres. Beneath the unfoldings of spiritual
truth, man begins to feel that he is already a spirit upon the earth ; he begins
to recognize his relations to God and to the angel-world ; he begins to feel
that the day of darkness is past — that the veil is torn away which concealed
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the glories of the Shekinah, and he is now ready to realize that the sorrows
ot earth are but passing clouds which flit athwart the never-changing sky.

Thus is humanity blessed as it has not been at any previous period ; thus
is the world advancing to higher stages of thought and action; thus is man
becoming filled with a nobler inspiration, and thus have the angels become
the watchful guardians of their kindred on the earth. Sweet truths which
the mind has not conceived, are becoming impressed on the new-born soul,
and glorious visions of life and action in the future are revealed to the spirit
of the reformer. Through all the mazes of human life, a voice, low and still,
has breathed,—a voice which sinks down into the inmost recesses of the
human heart— a voice which penetrates to the lowest depths of the inward
nature—a voice which is filled with heavenly sweetness, and which thrills
through the silent chambers of the immortal being. That voice is the echo
of angel-whispers ; and though it is heard not amid the fearful storms of
human life — though it is not recognized in the war and confusion of earthly
elements, yet it shall speak to man with a power which he can never success-
fully resist,—it shall grow deeper, and stronger, and mightier, as he is drawn
onward towards the vortex of divine light, and it shall be endowed with an
authority which is greater than all the creeds and doctrines which the earthly
‘mind has ever conceived. This voice shall regenerate the world. It shall
live in the soul of man as a proclamation of the Divinity, and though it may
be crushed for a time in the warrings of human passion, and though itmay
be suppressed by the strong force of Bigotry and Wrong, yet it shall thrill
and echo in the depths within with an unceasing and never-slumbering power.
Have spirits commenced a work which they are unable to finish ? — have they
laid the foundation of a temple which they have no power to rear? Nay.
The power which resides in the great arm of Heaven, shall not be weakened
by all the efforts which Bigotry has made, or may make, for its ultimate over-
throw. That power shall not be crushed by the puny arm which is raised
against it, but it shall triumph over all opposing obstacles — it shall flow in
an under-current beneath the foundation of all earthly structures, and with a
silent but resistless energy it shall conquer and subdue the feeble force which
is generated in the inharmonies of the world.

The Second Sphere sustains a positive relation to all the circles of wisdom
in the earth below. It exists as the controlling power which attracts and
governs the ascending steps of humanity. This is the magnet towards which
the world is rapidly advancing. It is the radiant sun whose light draws forth
the noblest energies of the soul,and whose all-powerful influence causes the
lowest and most degraded of earth to ascend towards the brightness of the
Heavenly Spheres. The spiritual world is the perfection of the human world :
it is the sublimation of all the power which dwells in the rudimental sphere ;
it is the combination of all the loftiest principles which exist in the earthly
nature, and it is the exalted end towards which the most God-like aspirations
of fbe soul are tending. Hence man is compelled, by the power of inherent
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principles, to pursue an upward course; he is drawn onward by a power
which is irresistible as the authority of Heaven; he is moved by a silent
and inward energy whose nature he himself does not comprehend and whose
force he strives in vain to repel. Amid the darkness and materiality in which
he has groped for ages, he now begins to' look upward towards a nobler des-
tiny ; and while he has rejected the light which has glimmered amid the
shadows of earth — while he has blindly repelled the influence of heavenly
truth, he is now insensibly looking upward towards a higher state, and towards
loftier and more divine realities. Man is beginning to be dissatisfied with
the state in which he now exists; he laments the wrongs and evils which
prevail in society; he sees the imperfection of the social structure which has
been erected in former ages, and he feels the rottenness of those false foun-
dations on whichthe creedsand theories of the world are based. In a literal
and important sense man is becoming skeptical with regard to all the falsities
and superficialities of theological dogmas ; he is loosing the blind faith which
he once possessed in the rituals, ceremonies, and formulas of the Church,
and he is looking, with strained and anxious eyes, for the dawn of a new day
and the appearance of a more expanded wisdom. These aspirations, which
have lingered in the human breast and which have exerted their power amid
all the obstacles of human materiality, have resulted from the positive influ-
ence of the Second Sphere: and thus a power has been manifested among
the societies of men —an influence has been exerted in the walks of life,
which has called humanity onward and upward from its state of sensuality
and darkness towards the lofty eminence of immortal being.

In this manner a broad and extensive basis has been laid for a deep and
complete revolution in the organization of society. The old and time-honor-
ed theories of the past are becoming dissolved in the corruptions of their own
nature, and the shrines at which the worldly and sensual have bowed, are
likewise perishing beneath the power of divine light. A deep and inevitable
necessity is felt for some higher and truer standard of thought and action, and
from the old and cherished systems of the past men are seeking for the reve-
lation of heaven-born truths. The reverence for that which is old and time-
worn — for that which has been long established through the influence of age
and custom, is rapidly passing away from the minds of men, and a deep and
powerful aspiration is felt for the utterance of that celestial voice which mor-
tals have been long and anxiously waiting to hear. The great world now
pauses in its course to listen to the whisper of angels. In the busy marts of
trade—in the confusion of conflicting interests —in the mansions of the
wealthy —in the homes of the poor and wretched, that same voice comes
down and makes its utterance in the soul. How sweetly breaks the light of
Heaven upon the world! How peacefully flow down the streams of truth into
the blinded mind ! —and how joyously the crushed soul looks up again to
greet the messengers of merey which are bending from the skies. A great
thought now stirs the heart of Humanity —a thought which swells and deepens
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through all its inmost chambers — a thought of greatness and majesty which
is worthy of the heaven-born spirit. It is a thought of the new birth which
shall take place in the universal soul of man—of the glorious change which
shall be manifested in the condition of the world — of the deep wrought rev-
olution which is now going on in the structure of human society ; and as this
thought is received and felt within the earthly breast, it is beginning to man-
ifest itself in the most sublime and heavenly utterances, echoing from soul
to soul and from lip to lip, until the vast world beneath is filled with angelic
music. Behold, the throngs which gather in the paths of earth are waiting
for the signal of redemption; they are listening for the watchword which
shall urge them on to the attainment of those glories which they behold dimly
in the distance. Soon will that watchword be heard ; soon will that signal
be given. That watchword shall be Liberty, Peace and Redemption — that
signal shall be the utterance of truth in every soul, and both shall fall so
silently and yet so mightily on the listening ear, that the great mass shall
awake from their slumbers and commence the glorious battle to be fought.
The present is an era of light, but soon there shall be an era of action. The
present is the time when spiritual unfoldings are breathed to earthly hearts,
but the future shall be the period when those unfoldings shall be expressed
in a corresponding social revolution.

The spirits wish to say that they have gained a power over the world which
it is in vain for it to attempt to resist. They desire to express the truth that
they are rapidly gaining control over the thoughts and affections of men, that
they have descended to the well-springs of human action, and have penetra-
ted to the depths of the earthly soul. The influence which they exert is
silent and unheard, but it can penetrate through the hardest crust of sensual-
ity —it can go down beneath the false and repelling masks of human life,
and it can awaken new-born thoughts and righteous aspirations which will
linger beneath all the corruptions of existing society. While the great ocean
of humanity is heaved and convulsed by raging winds and storms — while- the
waters of human life are tossed and agitated by the force of surrounding
elements, there is a voice descending from the skies saying “peace, be still,”
and over that broad ocean is breathed a sweet and heavenly calm which lulls
the troubled waves to rest. Then from the deep of human hearts there goes
up an offering to the skies; it is the incense of gratitude and love ; it is the
aspiration for still increasing light; it is the desire for still higher and more
expanded truths, and that incense is received in Heaven as the index of those
approaching glories which gleam upon the lofty brow of the Future. There
is a hope—there is a faith, which is not contained in human creeds or theo-
ries ; there is a truth — there is a wisdom, which yet has not entered into the
earth-bound mind. But man is standing upon the eminence where this faith
and hope, this truth and wisdom, shed their holy and peaceful light; and
with that light he can look forward into the expanding depths of time, and
there he can behold the beauties of the unfolding soul and the glories which
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belong to the destiny of the spirit. Accordingly the gloom which enshrouded
the doctrines of the Church is passing away ; the dismal wail of woe is no
longer heard from the regions of the invisible; the voice of lamentation is
lost amid the echoings of the soul’s music, and a brighter thought, a more
cheering faith, and more heavenly hope are beginning to elevate, expand and
ennoble the searching mind. While the dead and crumbling structures of
human theories yet remain, the soul by which they were once animated has
fled forever, and nothing is now left to bear witness to the wisdom of the past
but the rotten and dissolving fragments which are falling to dust. Butwhile
the structures of the past are thus broken and dissolved —while the temples
of the ancient worship are tottering to their base, humanity shall not be with-
out a temple and a shrine at which the offerings of the soul may be brought,
and beside which the incense of grateful praise may ascend to the receiving
Spheres. The broad expanse of Nature — the sanctuary of the wide earth and
bending heavens, shall be the temple in which the throngs of humanity shall
gather, and the altar of truth and freedom which angels shall establish on the
earth, shall be the shrine at which the burdened spirit shall bow and worship.
Brightly flows the light which gleams from this shrine of the future, and
mighty is the voice which whispers in this boundless temple; and there,
where the stars shine in their unfading luster— where the breath of the In-
finite is felt in every cheering ray — where the rejoicings of spirits are thrill-
ing through the deep of Heaven and echoing upon the silent earth, shall
humanity stand forth enrobed in the white garments of the redemption, lifting
every inward prayer towards the unseen but adored Divinity, and singing in
the gladness of eternal joy the anthem of the heavenly hosts.

Such are the glories which are seen in the future by those whose vision is
never dimmed ; and while the angels mourn over the sorrows and wretched-
ness of earth— while they bend in deepest sympathy to gaze upon the woes
and ignorance of man, they rejoice in the triumph of this gladdening vision,
by which they are assured that all the darkness of earth shall be swallowed
up in the ocean of infinite light, and by which they look forward to the time
when the reflection of that glory which gleams in the Upper Spheres shall
be seen, and known, and felt, in all the shadowed homes of earth. Therefore
will the spirits conclude their reflections on this subject by whispering in the
ears of men this beautiful and consoling truth, that God is the eternal Magnet
towards which all human souls are tending, and that Heaven is the peaceful
and glorious home in which all human souls shall rest.

Wisdom speaks to the inhabitants of earth. The voice which she utters is
still as the breathing of the air, but winning as the song of the birds. Let
that voice be heard amid the confusion of the earthly world and the restless-
ness of human desires.



TRIUMPH OF THE SOUL.
BY SPIRITS OF THE SIXTH CIRCLE.

To the vision of the Sixth Circle the condition of humanity is dark and
mournful. The elements of the spiritual nature predominate over the refined
essences which constitute the inward man; the spirit exists within the per-
ishing frame as the feeble and flickering spark which glows with but a dim
and almost extinguished luster. Materiality with all its dark corruptions
enshrouds and obscures the presiding deity in man, and the highest and most
God-like gifts which belong to the immortal nature, are buried beneath the
concretion of lust and passion. It is seen and lamented by the spirits that
the flesh friumphs over the spirit; that while the germ of the Divinity is
implanted in the human form, that germ is undeveloped and dwarfed through
the perverting influences of the material world. Thus while man is endowed
with an immortal being— while he stands in the temple of Creation as the
child and heir of God— while his brow is bathed with light which flows down
from the Spheres on high, and while he is the subject of that watchful guar-
dianship which angels exercise over those they love, he is still degraded,
blinded, and weakened by his intirnate affinity and association with things of
time and sense. Itis from this cause — the supremacy of the material over the
spiritual nature—that the wrongs and evils of human society have been
produced. It is because the inward germ is darkened that the light and life
of spiritual Spheres have been shut out from the soul; it is from this cause
that man has been willing to wallow as it were in the mire of corruption, and
it is for the same reason that he has rejected those glorious and peaceful real-
ities which descend from the opening skies. Man has been accustomed to
mourn.over the evils which prevail around him ; he has lamented the wrongs

~ by which heavy burdens of sorrow have weighed down his spirit, but he has
not seen the true cause of those wrongs and evils whose existence he so deeply
mourns, —he has not seen that these are the natural products of that corrupt
though fruitful tree whose blossoms are sense and whose fruits are debasing lusts,
He does not see that conflicting interests prevail —that the inebriate raises
the cup of death to his lips—that the murderer strikes to the heart of his
victim, and that all the flooding streams of vice and crime are made to flow
through the avenues of society, for the reason that the energies of the soul
are suppressed and weakened by the predominance of the earthly nature.
But there is a reform to be carried into the deepest heart of the world — there
is a revolution to take place among all the societies of men, and that reform
and that revolution will be based on the eternal principle that spirit contains
the germ of the Divinity, and that in this is reposited the elements of all God-
like power.
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The introductory lessons whose design is to elucidate this principle, are
now being given to humanity ; the necessary means are bging employed by
the spirits of the Heavenly Spheres by which to introduce into the world
some feeble thought—some shadowy gleam, of that glorious and sublime
triumph which spirit shall ultimately attain over all the elements of matter.
Let it be understood that it is only circumstances and conditions which have
given to matter its temporary supremacy—that it is only the weakness and
imperfection of the world in its undeveloped state which have caused the
light of the soul to remain dim and faint; and let it be deeply impressed
that there is a power in the inward germ, that there is an energy residing in
the depths of the soul, which is innately superior to all the external and
superficial elements with which itis for a time enshrouded. Therefore it
will be seen that when these surrounding elements of earth shall have passed
away —when the load of corruption shall be thrown off from the internal
being— when the weight of materiality shall be removed from the inward
energies, man shall stand forth in the nobleness and dignity of his nature,
and that light which has been so long hidden shall gleam forth from the inner
sanctuary, and the child of God shall gain his destined and appointed trinmph
over all the weak and fading phantasies of thelowerworld. Then shall man
exist as a spirit, even though he resides in the outward tabernacle of the flesh ;
then shall he rise above all the wrong conditions and degrading situations in
which he may be placed, and then shall he make and control the circum-
stances by which he is swrrounded, so that, with a nobler freedom than he has
ever known before, he shall think, and speak, and act, from the promptings of
the most interior heart. What, then, to him will be all the golden visions of
a sensual existence? What to him will be the passing dreams by which his
soul has'been enslaved and ensnared? What to him will be all those fleeting
fabrics of fame and power which the sensual and degraded so blindly rear?
All these, and more than these,—the events of time —the decrees of fate,
and the cold touch of death itself, shall be placed beneath the majesty of the
sublimated spirit; and when the dark storm rages fearfully around —when
gloomy clouds seem to gather in the heavens, and when the voice of fearful
Destiny echoes through all the chambers of the heart, the soul, strong and
undismayed, shall rise, and expand, and brighten with the life within, smiling
gloriously overall the wreck and desolation at which the eyes of mortals weep ;
and when the cold stream of death flows through the channels of the frame
—when the forms of the external world are retreating from the cloudy gaze,
and when the poor, weak body faints and dissolves beneath the great change
which steals upon it, the spirit, unshadowed by all the agonies of sense, and
unweakened by the dissolving touch of Death, soars upward in triumph above
all that is left below, and drinks the eternal joy which flows from the fountain
of its own exhaustless life.

The spirits desire to say in this connection that they have established the
appropriate means on the earth by which this triumph of the soul may be
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attained. They have furnished the influx of spiritual truth, they have un-
folded the revealments of heavenly wisdom, they have reflected a radiance
into the hearts of men which descends from their own Sphere of light, and
through the medium of these gifts and influences, the interior of man will
be brought forth and developed,—the spirit will be exalted above all the
entanglements of the flesh; it will be elevated above the cloudy atmosphere
of earth; it will rise to a conception and appreciation of those sublime truths
which constitute the joy of angels and the life of the redeemed soul. All that
humanity has now to do is to improve the means which have been thus estab-
lished for the accomplishment of this important end, — so that when the radi-
ance of earth grows dim —when the life of the external form has been ex-
tinguished — when the animating spirit has fled from its temporary home,
the song of triumph may be sung by the hovering -hosts that greet with
welcoming joy the birth of the unfolded soul.

SONG OF THE SPIRITS.

WRITTEN BY MEMBERS OF THE SIXTH CIRCLE.
As flow the ages of the soul
Where light is poured in day,—
As deep and silent waters roll,
When storms have passed away,
So flow the years which fill the deep
Of that broad sea
Eternity.
On whose still breast the angels sleep.

The scenes of time are known no more
In mansions of the blest;
The waves of earth reach not the shore
On which the weary rest.
But calmly rolls the deepening stream
In those pure hearts
Whose joy imparts
To all on earth their sweetest dream.

How still and bright the peaceful wave
Flows on to greet the skies,
While souls whose depths the waters lave,
On wings of freedom rise! —
So through the never-ending years
That tide grows strong
To bear the song
Of angels far from sighs and tears.



WISDOM OF THE SPIRIT.
NUMBER ONE.

SECTARIAN INSTITUTIONS.

The wisdom of the world has created institutions which are in perfect cor-
respondence with its own nature. This wisdom has respect to the external
embodiment of principles which are conceived by human prejudice and
bigotry. Itis a wisdom which would erect thrones of power, which would
create the scepter and the crown, which would establish the rites of an external
religion, which would erect altars at which the proud and haughty bow, and
which would bring to the gaze of the world, those gorgeous sanctuaries of
pride and fashion which the sensual and worldly delight to rear. This wisdom
is founded on a wrong conception of things; it is based upon a false under-
standing of the great truths of Nature; it is destitute of that interior life and
light which constitute the animation of the new-born soul. Accordingly the
. structures which have been erected through the agency of this wisdom, have
been correspondingly false, frail, and perishable. The wisdom of the world
has not been the wisdom of Heaven; the wisdom of the spirit has not been
the wisdom of earth, but the wisdom of Heaven seeks the internal unfolding
of the spirit, and the wisdom of the world seeks the external emolument of
the man. Therefore through the wisdom of the world institutions have been
erected which have no bearing on the interests and welfare of the race.
These institutions are opposed to that wisdom which resides in the Second
Sphere of human existence. The spirits desire to speak in this article in
relation to the institutions to which they have referred. They wish to reveal
the grossness and materiality with which these are filled ; they wish to speak
of their inefficiency to promote the real happiness of man; they wish to move
the hearts of the people to a higher and more expanded mode of thought;
they wish to enable the minds on earth to perceive that they are laboring in
vain for that which is not good; they wish to show to these minds that the
reality which they seek lies not in external forms, but in the interior life ;—
and when these truths shall be fully seen and acknowledged, then will the
spirits rejoice in the erection of that mighty temple whose foundation shall
rest on the great soul of humanity, and whose aspiring dome shall reach up-
ward to the radiant Spheres.

The spirits wish to commence this revealment by saying that the institu-
tions of sectarism are the institutions of the world. They wish to express
the truth, that these institutions are founded on the selfish views, feelings and
desires of the man. They wish to say farther that these institutions are the
natural result of that low and degrading mode of thought and action which
the multitudes of men have been accustomed to employ. The spirits are
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prepared to demonstrate the truthfulness of this statement; and they will do
this by stating the obvious and prominent fact that the modes of human
thought and action are eminently selfish and worldly; that these modes
of thought and action are carried into all the social and business relations
of life, and that, as a natural and inevitable consequence, they must be
employed in the creation of every system of faith and practice. From this
statement it will be seen by the reader that mankind are, in their present
condition, unprepared to erectany true and lofty structure of religion ortheology,
for the reason that the selfishness and materiality which now form the pre-
dominate elements in the nature of man, have assnmed a supremacy which is
and must be manifested in the creation of every external system. The spirits
will say, therefore, that from the very nature of man in his present undevel-
oped condition, there exists an absolute necessity for the result to which they
here refer. "While he is sunk in the depths of vice and corruption, while he
is the burdened and degraded slave of his own passions, and while he is led
captive by his own enslaving appetites, it is impossible that he should rise so
far superior to all these entanglements as to be able to frame a system of
faith and practice which shall be unalloyed by the base mixture of his own
low desires. Hence it is true, as the spirits have previously remarked, that
the institutions of the world have been founded on that wisdom which is
opposed to the real interests and welfare of the race.

A prominent example among the institutions here mentioned is the system
of sectarian religion which has become so extensively established upon the
earth. This religion is, for the most part, but a reflection of the sensual desires
and thoughts of the human heart. It is simply an external expression of the
imperfections and weaknesses which exist as concomitants of theundeveloped
state of man: itis the weak and deformed offspring of those material elements
which are generated in the animal nature. The spirits will endeavor to elu-
cidate these remarks. They wish to refer, in the first place, to the systems of
religion that have existed in past ages; they wish to speak of that vain and
idolatrous worship in which the knee was bent and prayers were offered to a
Deity that was created by human hands. They wish to state the well known
fact that this Deity, which was simply an outward creation of perverted fancy,
was endowed with imaginary powers and faculties which previously existed
in the heart of the worshiper. The God of the nations was supposed to be
wrathful, partial, and passionate ; he was endowed with the most terrible ire
which was supposed to be manifested in fitful gusts of passion ; he was sup-
posed to demand the most obsequious reverence— the most humble and
slavish adoration, and was imagined to be the terrible avenger of such as
refused to yield the ignoble homage which was thus imperatively demanded.
What, let the spirits inquire, was this system of worship but a reflex and out-
birth of the selfish and degrading views of the people? What was this but
an offspring of those slavish passions and those servile fears which were
generated in the hearts of the multitude? The reason that this system of
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religion was created at all, was that mankind, in the age in which it prevailed,
were imperfectly and inharmoniously unfolded. It was because there was
evil in the heart of the worshiper, that evil was attributed to the Deity wor-
shiped ; and it was because a feeling of tyrannical authority was born—
because a consciousness of wrong and injustice was experienced, that the
sense of fear and dread was exhibited in the popular worship, and that the
object adored was endowed with the imaginary faculties of wrath and ven-
geance. Thus in the very infancy of sectarism, the spirits see that this
system was founded upon human folly and weakness, that it has its birth in
the imperfection and materiality of human nature, and that it was essentially
dependent on the existence and action of all low and degrading passions.

In tracing the progress of sectarism through the lapse of succeeding
ages, it is seen that the whole system has been formed and moulded in precise
correspondence with the state of the unfolding soul. It isseen that sectarian
institutions have been sustained and fostered through the agency of those
same faculties by which they were first created. It is seen that these insti-
tutions at the present age have no other foundation than that on which they
were primitively reared. It is seen that these institutions are as rotten and
corrupt as the dissolving basis on which they rest. It is seen that these
institutions are possessed of the same nature, and are designed to accomplish
the same object, as that by which they were characterized in the ages past.
Therefore it is seen and emphatically declaved by the “spirits of the Sixth
Circle, that the institutions of sectarism are the repository of human weak-
ness and folly, that they are neither reared nor sustained by the wisdom of
Heaven, but that they are filled with all that abomination and corruption which
must belong to a fabric of false materiality. The spirits desire to refer to some
of the evidences of the truth which they have here stated. They would enter
the temples of religious worship and view the congregation of kneeling saints;
they would listen to the prayers which rise from mocking lips, and would
hearthe empty sound of praise which is lost in surrounding air. And as they
gaze upon this scene which to them brings only mourning and sorrow — as
they see the hollowness and hypoerisy of those who worship only in the body
—as they view the pride and vanity of hearts which beat beneath costly
garments — as theéy see the poor, the lonely and sorrowing shut out from the
great temple in which the wealthy and self-righteous gather, — when in short
they see that worship has become only a custom, that religion has been re-
solved into a mere name, that the true altar of the heart has been deserted,
that no incense is offered at the shrine of truth, that no light is sought from
the unfolding heavens, and that no reality is felt in all the rites, and forms
and ceremonies of the Church, they clearly perceive the truthfulness of
the sentiment which has been made the subject of previous remarks. Even
the external observer may perceive the superficiality of modern worship, and
every candid and eritical mind will be enabled to discern the weakness and



12 THE SPIRIT MESSENGER.

imperfection of those false foundations on which the whole system of secta-
rianism is reared.

But the spirits have not yet accomplished the work which they had in
view. They desire to refer yet more in detail to the grossness and materiality
of sectarian institutions. What, they would inquire, is the professed object
of these institutions - What is the work which they propose to accomplish
in the earth? Ts it to make men really better, and holier, and happier? Is
it to lead them to seek the truth as it is in Nature and in the Spheres of light?
Is it to speak to them words of peace and wisdom whereby they may become
elevated to a higher plare of thought and action? Is it to inspire the soul
with loftier desires and nobler aspirations? Ts it to reform, regenerate, and
redeem the world? Mournfully and sadly the spirits answer, No. The object
of sectarian institutions is to establish a custom observed by the ancient
fathers; it is to keep up an external appearance which was introduced by the
teachers of the past; it is to sustain a system of worship because it is popular
and fashionable to do so; it is to chain down the aspirations of the soul with
gloomy creeds; it is to fetter the heaven-born energies of the spirit with
fearful mysteries; it is to darken and defile the inward sanctuary with the
clouds of distrust and fear; it is to make men righteous through the fear of
hell, and to force their eyes towards Heaven by the smoke of eternal torment.
Thus the object of the Church has been to depress rather than to quicken the
energies of the soul; it has been to weeken rather than to strengthen the
powers of the inward being; it has had an effect to degrade rather than to
elevate the internal man —to enslave rather than to give freedom to the aspi-
ring mind —to darken and obscure the interior perceptions rather than to
enlighten and invigorate the spiritual vision. In short, the institutions of
sectarism have been one great mass of sensuality ; they have been the
means of repelling the innate attraction of the soul for truth ; they have been
the agent for obscuring and mystifying those interior realities which flow
down from the Spheres of angelic life ; they have sought to suppress thought,
to stay the operations of the searching mind, to render investigation equivalent
to blasphemy, and to cause the whole man to become steeped in the pollution
of lust and sense.

The spirits have seen what will be the antidote to the evils which they
behold. They have seen that the institutions of sectarism must be changed,
to meet the requirements of the rapidly expanding spirit; they have seen that
the foundation on which they rest shall dissolve,— that the mighty super-
structure which has excited the reverence of ages past, shall crumble and
fall to the dustfrom which it sprung; and they have seen that when this result
shall be accomplished —when the false, the material, and the vain, shall be
resolved into their original elements— when the structures which human
pride and folly have erected shall be overthrown, there shall be reared upon
the unfailing foundations of the Universe, a fabric whose materials shall be
derived from the Divine essence— whose beauty shall excite the deepest
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admiration of the pure soul, and whose enduring walls shall ascend beyond
the atmosphere of earth towards the brightness of the radiant sky. Behold,
the time is coming, and now is, when the institutions of a false theology shall
feel the power of that truth which is descending from the heavens; and when
the light and life which that truth bears to earth has penetrated the congealed
fountains of the human heart, there shall flow out from every soul, as from a
living fountain, the streams of heavenly peace which freshen and invigorate
the wastes of human life.

The spirits have made a statement with reference to sectarian institutions,
and they have demonstrated the truthfulness of this statement by a reference
to existing facts. Itis not an attractive task to speak thus of ancient and
time-honored institutions ; it is not the highest office of this Circle to over-
throw and demolish the structures which human hands have made ; it is not
the loftiest mission in which the spirits can engage, to bring ruin and desolation
to the systems which have been fostered by rolling ages; but it is a work
which is necessary and important in itself to remove the numerous obstructions
which impede the progress of truth, to throw aside those foundations of error
on which the systems of theology have been erected, and to prepare for the
building of that vast and glorious structure of eternal truth on which the smile
of the Divinity shall rest forever. This work, therefore, the spirits are laboring
to accomplish ; and inasmuch as it is necessary for the world to know the
errors which it has solong and so blindly fostered, it has become their mission
to expose and overthrow such errors by a simple reference to their dark and
repulsive deformity. The commencement of this work may be observed in
the present article; and in the statements which have been here made, spints
have aimed only to unveil those errors which they distinctly perceive, and to
uncoverto the gaze of mortals the deformities which they have fondly cherished.
The succeeding articles on the general subject indicated in the Wisdom of
the Spirit will be designed to elucidate higher and more attractive truths for
the consideration of the reader.

SPIRITUAL UNFOLDINGS.
BY THE SPIRITS.

The spirits have spoken to the world of what they desire to unfold for the
exaltation and redemption of the race. They have spoken the things which
are wise and true, and they have furnished the occasion of rejoicing to many
hearts which have long mourned in the sadness of despair. Spirits have
rejoiced that the efforts which they have made in this age have not been
unappreciated by the most advanced minds on earth—that the beauty and
glory of the Heavenly Spheres have been received into the bosoms of those
who are willing to listen to the glad tidings which the spirits bring, and that
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the power and majesty of truth have been even dimly seen by such as have
long groped in the darkness of earthly ignorance and error. Spirits have
whispered to man, and he has paused to listen to the sound; they have
breathed into his soul the beautiful truths which they delight to treasure, and
he has rested amid the toils of earth to receive the influx. No mortal can
conceive of the delight which fills the hearts of the spirits when they see
that the truths which they desire to communicate have been welcomed by
those whom they love on earth ; and it hasnot been known by the inhabitants
of the lower world that the peacefulness of the heavens is not so sweet a
reward of righteous effort as the vision which brings assurance of the happi-
ness and joy of such as seek the wisdom of Heaven.

Spirits have not unfolded all that has been stored in the exhaustless treasury
of divine truth; they have not revealed much of what yet remains to be un-
folded with reference to the glories of the unseen world and the destiny of
the immortal spirit. But as they perceive that the world is prepared for the
revealments which they desire to make,— as they see that the interior of man
is sufficiently unfolded to appreciate and enjoy them, they will, in accordance
with the dictates of wisdom, reveal those realities which shall be welcomed
by the soul as the food on which its strength depends ; and when the soul longs
for a higher revelation— when it is adapted to receive a more perfect influx
of truth, the spirits will respond to the prayer which rises from the inward
being, and bring to the thirsting heart a stream of light and peace which
shall awaken and invigorate all its energies.

Spirits will be the friends of humanity. They will confer a blessing which
human fancy has not conceived. They will speak in alanguage which earth
has never heard. But this will not be done before humanity is prepared to
receive what the