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thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of the

““ Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”—Rev. 22 12. .
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IMPORTUNITY.

“Mex ought always to pray, and not to faint.’’—Luke
8010 : v
Pray on, thou weeping, wrestling saint,
Thy God, though silent, hears;
He registers each sad complaint;
He bottles all thy tears.

Though instant answer be not given,
Thy cry he doth not spurn;

Each prayer sent weeping up to Heaven,
Rejoicing shall return.

Who gave his Son shall give thee all
. Thy utmost need can want;

Would thou wert half as prompt to call
As he is prompt to grant !

Then be not like the faithless king,
‘Who smote but thrice, and stayed;

Smite on, until thy smiting bring
The answer which it prayed.

Trust to thine Advocate on high,
Whose pleadings never fail;

His word which backs the feeblest cry,
Shall make that cry prevail.

“General QArticles.

THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA,
BY MRS. E. G. WHITE,

As Jesus pursued his way to Galilee, his course
lay through Samaria. e embraced every op-
portunity ‘to teach as he traveled on foot from
place to place. The Saviour was weary, and he
sat on Jacob’s well to rest, while his disciples
went in search. of food with which to refresh
themselves and their Master. As he sat there
alone, a woman of Samaria drew near as if un-
conscious of his presence; but his eye was upon
her, and after she had drawn the water he asked
her to give him a drink. _
~ The Samaritan woman was surprised at this
request from a Jew, and answered, “ How is it
that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me which
am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no
dealings with the Samaritans.” Jesus answered,
“1f thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is
that gaith to theo, Give me to drink, thou wouldst
have asked of him, and he would have given thee
living water.” He here referred to the divine
grace which he alone could bestow, and which is
as living water, purifying, refreshing, and invig-
orating the soul.

But the woman’s understanding did not com-
prehend the meaning of Christ; she supposed
that he was speaking of the well before them,
and answercd, “Sir, thou hast nothing to draw
with, and the well is deep; from whence then
hast thou that living water? Art thou greater
than our father Jacob, which gave us the well,
and drank thereof himself?’’ She saw before her
only a weary, thirsty traveler, wayworn and
dusty; and her mind instinctively compared this
humble stranger with the great and worthy
Jacob. :

Jesus did not immediately satisfy the woman
in regard to himself, but with solemn earnestness
said, “Whosoever drinketh of this water shall

water that 1 shall give him shall never thirst;
but the water that I shall give him shall be in
F}m a well of water springing up into everlasting
ife.”

~ The woman looked upon him with wondering
attention; he had succeeded in arousing her in-
terest and inspiring respect for himself. She

now perceived that it was not the water of Ja-

cob’s well to which Jesus alluded, for of this she
used continually, drinking, and thirsting .again.
With remarkable faith she asked him to give her
the water of which he spoke, that she might not
thirst nor come to draw from the well.

Jesus did not intend to convey the idea that
simply one draught of the water of life would
satisfy the recciver, but that whoever is united
with Christ, has within his soul a living fountain
from which to draw strength and grace sufficient
for all emergencies. Words and deeds of right-
eousness flow from it and refresh the hearts of
others, as well as the soul from which it springs.
Jesus Christ, the never-failing source of this
fountain, cheers the life and brightens the path
of all who come to him for aid, TLove to God,
the satisfying hope of Heaven, springs up in good
works unto eternal life. ‘

Jesus now abruptly changed the subject of
conversution, and bade her call her husband.
The woman answered frankly that she had no
husband. Jesus had now approached the desired
point where he could convince her that he had
the power to read her life history, although pre-
viously unacquainted with-her. He addressed
her thus: “Thou hast well said, I have no hus-
band; for thou hast had five husbands; and he
whom thou now hast is not thy husband; in that
saidst thou truly.”

Jesus had a double object in view; he wished
to arouse her conscience as to the sin of her man-
ner of life, as well as to prove to her that a sight
wiser than human eyes had read the secrets of
her life. But the woman, although not fully re-
alizing the guilt of her manner of living, was
greatly astonished that this stranger should pos-
sess such knowledge. With profound reverence
she said, “Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.”
Her personal feelings were now lost in anxiety
concerning religious matters. . She 'proceeded,
“Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and ye
say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men
ought to worship.”

Just in sight was Mount Gerizim, its temple
demolished, and only the altar remaining., The
place of worship had been a subject of contention
between the Jews and the Samaritans. The lat-
ter people had once belonged to Israel, but had
become divided from them because of their trans-
gressions in neglecting to obey the statutes of
God. The Lord suffered them to be overcome by
an idolatrous nation, whose religion had gradually
contaminated their own. Still preserving their
reverence for the true God, they represented him
by images of wood and stone, before which they
bowed in worship.

When the temple was rebuilt at Jerusalem, the
Samaritans wished to join the Jews in its erec-
tion. This privilege was refused them, and, in
consequence, a bitter animosity sprang up be-
tween the two people, which resulted in the Sa-
maritans building a rival temple on Mount Geri-
zim, where they worshiped according to the cer-
emonies that God gave unto Moses, but mingled
with their worship the taint .of idolatry. But
disasters attended the Samaritans, their temple
was destroyed by the enemy, and they seemed to
be under a curse.

They were forced to believe that God was
punishing them for their apostasy. They deter-
mined to reform, and solicited teachers from the
Jews to instruct them in the true religion.
Through this teaching, their views of God and
his requirements became clearer, and their relig-
ious service resembled more mnearly that of the
Jews. But to a certain degree they still clung
to their idolatry, and there was a lack of har-
mony between them and the Jews. The Samar-
itans would not respect the temple of worship at
Jerusalem, and refused to admit that it was the
true place of worship.

Jesus answered the woman by saying that the
time was at hand when they should neither wor-

ship the Father in that mountain nor in Jerusa-
lem. Said he, “ Ye worship ye know not what;
we know what we worship; for salvation is of
the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshipers shall worship the Fa-
ther in spirit and in truth; for the Fatherseeketh
such to worship him. God is a Spirit; and they
that worship him must worship him in spirit and
in truth.” :

This was a plain statement that the Jews were
more nearly correct in the principles of their re-
ligion than any other nation. Jesus also alluded
to the faith of the Samaritans being amalgamated
with the worship of graven images. True, they
held that these idols were only to remind them
of the living God, the Ruler of the universe; but
nevertheless, the people were led to reverence

.these inanimate figures.

Jesus who was the foundation of the old dis-
pensation, identified himself with the Jews, sanc-
tioning their views of God and his government.
He opened great and important truths before this
woman. He declared to her that the time had
arrived when the true worshipers need not seek a
holy mountain nor sacred temple, but were to
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. Re-
ligion was not to be confined to external forms
and ceremonies, but was' to be throned in the
heart, purifying the life and actuating to good
works.

The words of truth that fell from the lips of
the divine Teacher stirred the heart of his listener.
Never had she heard such sentiments, either from
the priests of her own people or the Jews. The
impressive teachings of this stranger carried her
mind. back to the prophecies concerning the
promised Christ; for the Samaritans as well as
the Jews looked for his coming. ' “ I know that
Messias cometh,” said she; “when he is come,
he will tell us all things.” Jesus answered, “ I
that speak unto thee am he.”

Blessed woman of Samaria ! -She had felt dur-
ing the conference as if in the ‘presence of divin-
ity; now she.gladly acknowledged her Lord.
She required of him no miracle, as did the Jews,
to prove his divine character. She accepted his
assertion, feeling perfect confidence in his: words,
and not questioning the holy influence that ema-
nated from him.

The disciples, returning from their errand, were
surprised to find their Master conversing with a
Samaritan woman; yet they did not inquire her
crrand, nor ask Jesus why he talked with her,
The woman left her water-pot, forgetting her
errand to the well, and went her way into the
city, saying to all whom she met, and the men of
the city, “ Come, see a man who told me all things
that ever I did. Is not this the Christ?”

This woman, though so sinful, was still in a
more favorable condition to become an heir of
Christ’s kingdom than those of the Jews who
made exalted professions of piety, yet trusted
their. salvation to the observanco of outward
forms and ceremonies. They felt that they needed
no Saviour and no teacher. But this poor wo-
man hungered and thirsted after righteousness.
She was eager for instruction, waiting for the-
consolation of Israel, and ready to accept the Sav-
iour when he was revealed. Jesus who ex-
plained not his character to the proud and skepti-
cal Pharisees and rulers, declared himself to thig
humble person who was ready to believe on hin,

As yet ho had not taken the refreshing draught
that he desired, nor tasted the food that his
disciples had brought him. The salvation of per-
ishing souls so absorbed his attention that his
physical wants were forgotten. But his follow-
ers anxiously entreated him to eat: Still contem-
plating the great object of his mission, he an-
swered them, “ I have meat to eat that ye know
not of.”” His disciples were surprised, and began
to wonder among themselves who could have
brought him food in their absence. But Jesus
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explained, “My meat is to do the will of Him
that sent me, and to finish his work.”

Jesus saw a field of labor among the Samari-
tans. Before him lay the fields of grain, their
tender green lit by the golden sunlight. Viewing
the beautiful scene, he employed it as a symbol,
“‘Bay not ye there are yet four months, and then
cometh harvest? Behold I say unto you, Lift up
your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are
white alregdy to harvest.” He here referred to
the gospel field, to the work of Christianity
among the poor, despised Samaritans. His hand
reached out to gather them into the garner; they
were ready for the harvest.

It was not merely the fact that Jesus told her
concerning the secrets of her life which inspired
the confidence of this woman in him, but it was
also his look and his solemn words that reached
her soul and convinced her that he was a superior
being. At the same time she felt that he was her
friend, pitying and loving her. This is the char-
acter of the world’s Redeemer; while he con-
demned her life of sin, he directed her to his
divine grace as the sure remedy. The pitying
dove of the Saviour is not confined to sect or party.

As the woman of Samaria hastened back to
ber friends, publishing as she went the wonder-
ful news, many left the highway and the town to
go and ascertain if she indeed spoke the truth.
Numbers of the citizens left their employments
and hastened to Jacob’s well to see and hear this
remarkable man. They surrounded Jesus and
listened attentively to his instruction. They plied.
him with questions, and eagerly received his ex-
iplanation of matters that had perplexed their
;understandings. They were like a people in great
«darkness tracing up a sudden ray that had pierced
-their gloom and which they were eager to follow
toits source, that they might bask in. the light
and warmth of day.

The Samaritans were attracted and interested
by the teachings of Jesus. But they were not
atisfied with this short conference; they were
anxious to hear more and to have their fellow-
«itizens also listen to this wonderful teacher.
"They begged him to tarry with them and instruct
them. For two days he remained in Samaria
teaching the people. Many believed on him and
accepted his words. Jesus was a Jew, yet he
mingled freely with these Samaritans, setting at
maught the custom and bigotry of his nation. He
had already commenced to break down the parti-
tion wall between Jew and Gentile, and preach
salvation to the world. i

These Samaritan listeners were in darkness and
superstition; but they were not contented with
their condition, and the words of Jesus relieved
them of many doubts and uncertainties that had
harassed their minds. Many who had come from
curiosity to see and hear this remarkable person
were convicted of the truth of his teachings, and
acknowledged him as their Saviour. Kagerly
they listened to the words he spoke in reference
to the kingdom of God. In their new joy they
-said unto the woman, “* Now we believe, not be-
-cause of thy saying; for we have heard him our-
selves, and know that this is indeed the Christ,
the Saviour of the world.”

. Christ, at the very beginning of his ministry,
openly rebuked the superficial morality and os-
tentatious piety of the Jews. He did not conform
+is life and his work to their customs and regula-
tions. He was not influenced by their unreason-
able prejudices against the Gentiles. He, on the
contrary, sternly rebuked their conceit and selfish
seclusion. The Pharisees rejected Christ. They
ignored his miracles and the truthful simplicity of
his character. They refused to recognize his
pure and elevated spirituality and all evidences of
his divinity. They scornfully demanded of him
a sign that they might know that he was indeed
the Son of God.

But the Samaritans asked no sign, and Jesus
performed no miracles among them; yet they re-
ceived his teachings, were convicted of their
great mneed of a Saviour, and accepted him as
their Redeemer. They were therefore in a much
more favorable position béfore God than the Jew-
ish nation, with its pride and vanity, blind big-
otry, narrow prejudice, and bitter hatred of every
other people on the earth. Jesus, in face of all
these prejudices, accepted the hospitality of this
despised people, slept under their roofs, ate with
them at their tables—partaking of the food pre-
pared and served by their hands—taught in their
streets, and treated them with the greatest kind-
ness and courtesy. ¥

In the temple at Jerusalem there was a parti-
tion wall separating the outer court from the
inner one. Gentiles were permitted to enter the
outer court, but it was only lawful for the Jews
to penetrate to the inner inclosure. Had a
Samaritan passed this sacred boundary, the tem-
ple would have been desecrated, and his life
would have paid the penalty of its pollution. But
Jesus, who was virtually the foundation and orig-
inator of the temple—the services and ceremonies
of which were but a type of his great sacrifice,
pointing to him as the Son of God—encircled the
Gentiles with his human arm of sympathy and
agsociation, while, with his divine arm of grace
and power, he brought to them the salvation
which the Jews refused to accept.

Jesus had spent several months in Judea, giv-
ing the rulers of Israel a fair opportunity of prov-
ing his character as the Saviour of the world.
He had performed many mighty works in their
midst; but he was still treated by them with sus-
picion and jealousy. In passing through Samaria
on his way to Galilee, his reception among the
Samaritans, and the eagerness with which they
listened to his teachings, were in marked contrast
with the incredulity of the Jews, who had misin-
terpreted the prophecies of Daniel, Zechariah,
and Ezekiel, confusing the first advent of Christ
with hissecond majestic and glorious appearing.

Their blindness was in consequence of their
lofty pride and arrogance, looking only for
worldly station and emolument. They urged
their interpretation of the prophecies upon the
Samaritans, who believed that Messiah was to
come not only as a Redeemer of the Jews, but of
the world. This caused great bitterness toward
them from the Jews, who contended that Christ
would come to exalt Israel and to bring into sub-
jection all other nations. This perversion of the
prophecies led the Samaritans to discard all the
sacred writings but those of Moses. But their
minds were open to enlightenment, and they re-
ceived the Saviour’s instruction joyfully and
accepted him as the promised Messiah.—Great
Controversy, Vol. 2.

THE LAW AND THE SABBATH.
CONTINUATION OF A LETTER TO A FRIEND IN SUSSEX.
BY J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH, OF SOUTHAMPTON, ENG.

You say, “If the Sabbath were binding on the
church, the apostles would say so in some of their
twenty-one epistles.” 1 do not know as this is a
necessary conclusion. Our Saviour had recog-
nized the binding force and continuance of the
moral law in his teachings, as we see by the
record of his discourses in the four gospels. In
gending out his disciples, their commission con-
tains these words: “Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”
Matt. 28:20. It is evident from their epistles,
that they followed this instruction in reference to
the binding force of the moral law. While they
teach, in the most explicit language, the abroga-
tion of the law of ceremonies, and those feasts
created thereby, they as plainly teach the con-
tinuance of those laws we denominate moral.
As they thus teach in reference to the law as a
whole, and as the New Testament contains no
record of a formal repeal of the Sabbath, or of
the law in the midst of which it is found, there is
no necessity that they should single out that
command and re-enact it, any more than the
others. In the specific reference which they
make to any of them, they do not profess to be
giving them over again, but quote them as parts
of a living law. ;

In illustration of what 1 have stated, I will
present a few scriptures. First, as to how our
Saviour taught respecting the law. In his dis-
course on the mount, he says: “Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever,
therefore, shall break one of these least com-
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of Heaven.”
Matt. 5 : 18, 19. :

Greek scholars tell us that the word fulfill, in
the above text, signifies accomplished. Its per-
son, number, and gender, is the same as the word
that is rendered prophets. The text, then, really
means that not a jot or tittle of the law shall
pass till all the prophecies are accomplished.
From this we learn that not only every letter,
and every corner of a letter of that law is to
endure until heaven and earth pass, an event
that is yet fature (2 Pet. 2:10), but it shall not

pass until all the prophecies are accomplished.
The law of which our Saviour thus speaks, is one
he found when he came; for he says, “ Think not
that I am come to destroy.” This cannot be the
same as found in Colossians, for Christ's death
blotted out those laws; but it might properly be
said he came to “abolish the law of command-
ments contained in ordinances” (Eph. 2:14, 15),
and thus break down ¢“the middle wall of par-
tition” between Jews and Gentiles. 1f we fol-
low Christ’s words, in illustrating his subject, we
see he refers to the commands against killing,
and adultery; and so far from his relaxing the
moral code, of which these laws form a part, he
shows us that the purpose formed to break these
laws, though the outward act may not be com-
mitted, is in the sight of God counted adultery,
and murder. The law, then, which is to endure,
is the moral, and not the code of ceremonials.

In the record of Christ’s teaching, made by St.
Luke, we read: “And it is easier for heaven and
earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.”
Luke 16:17. Again, in his words to the young
man who wished to know how to gain eternal
life, he said, “If thou wilt enter into life, keep
the commandments.” Matt. 19:16-22. In re-
sponse to the question, “Which?” our Saviour
quotes from the moral, and not the ceremonial
law, thus showing the young man his deficiency.
These quotations will serve as samples of our
Saviour’s teaching with reference to the law.

We will now notice, secondly, how the apostles
speak with reference to this moral law. We
read in St. Paul’s epistle to the Romans: “Thou,
therefore, which teachest another, teachest thou
not thyself? thou that preachest a man should
not steal [eighth commandment], dost thou steal?
thou that sayest a man should not commit adul-
tery [seventh commandment]}, dost thou commit
adultery ? thou that abhorrest idols [first and sec-

ond commands], dost thou commit sacrilege? - -

thou that makest thy boast of the law, through
breaking the law dishonorest thou God?”’ Rom.
2:21-23. Having singled out some of these
commandments, he then refers to the law as a
whole. The law of which he is speaking, it
would dishonor God to break. It would not
dishonor him. to break a law that he had abol-
ished by the death of his Son. So then the law
above mentioned, is not the hand-writing of or-
dinances, but the moral code.

In the third chapter of Romans, St. Paul shows
that even this moral law will not justify the man
who has transgressed it; for by it he learns what
his sins are. It could not tell him he was a sin-
ner, and at the same time tell him he was not.
His justification must therefore come from an-
other source—through the blood and intercession
of Christ. Let us have the apostle’s own lan-
guage: “Now we know that what things soever
the law saith, it saith to them who are under the
law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all
the world become guilty before God. Therefore,
by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in his sight; for by the law is the knowl-
edge of sin.” Rom. 3:19, 20. He does not say
the law said, but “saith.” It speaks to the world
still. He does not say it said to those who were
under the law; but, “it saith to them who are
under the law.” Under it when he wrote. Un-
der it now. Who are those under the law?
simply the Jews? No! “That all the world may
become guilty.” This moral law which the Jews
knew, approved, and taught, is the instrument by
which all mankind are shown to be sinners; for
this reason, it cannot justify the sinner.

Those “wunder the law,” in this case, are those
who have violated its precepts, and are con-
demned to death by it. When such repent, and
turn from their sins, they may obtain pardon
(not by the law of works—the eceremonies—verse
27), by the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. Of
the person who has received such pardonm, St.
Paul says: “Sin shall not have dominion . over
you, for ye are not under the law, but under
grace.” Rom. 6:14. They are not under con-
demnation, but are subjects of God’s grace, hav-
ing received his pardon. In this case, he asks
the question, “Shall we sin (transgress the law)
because we are not under the law, but under
grace? God forbid.” Rom. 6:15. '

To return to the third of Romans, where the
apostle has so clearly set forth the matter of
justification by faith in Christ. He gives a clear
statement of how the law stands after the sinner
is justified: “Do we then make void the law
through faith? God forbid; yea, we establish the
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law.” Rom. 3:31. That is, when we come with
penitent hearts to God, and in and through the
merits of the blood of Christ receive pardon, we
do in the most emphatic manner acknowledge
the binding force and stability of that law.

As we advance to the seventh chapter of Ro-
mans, the apostle gives us the process of a genu-
ine conversion to God. The sinner discovers that
the law of God is holy, just, and good. He finds
desires springing up to obey God. He even goes
so far as to will to obey, but alas! he finds in
himself no good thing. He is a condemned sin-
ner; condemned by that law of which one com-
mand reads, “Thou shalt not covet.” Of that
law, he says: “I had not known sin but by the
law.” That law slew him. That is, by the con-
vieting power of God’s Spirit he saw the excel-
lence of the law, and his own departures from it,
until “sin, by the commundment, became exceed-
ing sinful.” ~ Under this conviction, he decides to
leave sin, and obey; but, alas! he finds his sins
clinging to him like a dead, putrifying body.
When he “would do good, evil is present” with
him; and “how to perform that which is good,”
he finds not. He looks io Christ, and what does
he find? Does he find the moral law—by which
he discovered his sins—taken away? Does he
not rather find his sins forgiven, and a new nature
planted in him? He is grafted as a living branch
into Christ, the true vine. The old man of sin,
the first husband, is dead. The sinner is married
to Christ. He is born again, and, as the growth
of the germ divine planted in his heart, he now
yields the fruit of righteousness, which is obe-
“dience to those same laws which before showed
him to be a poor, wretched man, under the bond-
age of condemnation, exposed to death.

This deliverance is most beautifully expressed
by the same apostle, in the first verses of the
eighth chapter of Romans: “For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin (by a sacrifice for sin—
margin), condemned sin in the flesh; that the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Rom. 8:3, 4.

It is in this sense that Christ has become ‘the
end [object] of the law for righteousness to every
one that believeth.” Rom. 10:14. Not that
when men believe the law it comes to an end,
but to those who believe He becomes a means of
forgiveness of sins. By faith we obtain a union
with him as the head of the body of which we
are members; and as virtue from Christ is im-
parted to us, our “fruit” is “unto holiness”—
obedience to God’s moral law.

But now for the bearing of all this on your
question. The apostles do mnot claim in their
epistles that they are framing laws, or giving a
new edition of the law of God, but they are pro-
claiming, through Christ, the way of pardon for
transgressors of God’s law. In doing this, they
tell us that “by the law is the knowledge of sin,”
for the reason that ¢“sin is the transgression
of the law.” 1 John 3:4. Thus they have
taught the moral law as a whole.

‘When these epistles were written there was no
controversy as to the day of the Sabbath, the
Jews, and the Christian converts still keeping
the seventh day on the authority of the fourth
commandment. The Jewish converts were in
danger of still clinging to their ceremonies, and
the law of ordinances, but the apostles, in the
council at Jerusalem (recorded in Acts 15), and
in their epistles, have dealt plainly with this
matter, teaching that those “carnal ordinances”
are “blotted out,” while of the moral law, their
united testimony is well expressed by St. James:
«So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be
judged by the law of liberty.” James 2:12.
The apostles have not given any of the com-
mandments over again; but when they quote
them, it is on the authority of the law as they
found- it. Why is there any necessity of giving
the fourth commandment over again? especially
as the testimony is so plain that the ten com-
mandments were not repealed by the death of
Christ. :

The remaining questions in your letter will be
answered next week.

WHEN you attempt anything that is right, go
through with it. Be mnot easily discouraged.
Yield not to sloth, and sleep, and fickleness. To
resist all these will not be easy, but you will feel
that you have done right when you get through.

THE USES OF CHASTISEMENT.

Tuey who have not submitted fully to the Sav-
iour the conduct of their life, have yet to learn
the meaning of their sorrows. They naturally
blame themselves or others for the ills that vex
their lives. So grief brings them only bitterness.
It hardens, instead of softening the soil of the
heart. But when one commits the keeping of all
to Christ, he knows that Satan cannot pluck him
out of the Master’s hand; and, of course, he can-
not touch him without permission while he is in
that hand. Jesus desires so earnestly to save his
child, He will never loose his hold of him; so as
long as he is loyal to his purpose he is perfectly
safe. All things work together for his good.

The shortest way out of trouble is to learn the
lesson it is meant to teach. Luther used to say,
when the Lord had fresh work for him, a strong
trial was usually sent before-hand to prepare him
for the new duty by humiliation. Before promo-
tion comes discipline. Before honor is humility.
We must learn to be abased before it is safe for us
to abound. We must be faithful over the few
things before we can be trusted to reign over the
many. He who would rule must first serve. 1
was in the finishing-room of a watch factory not
long ago. The last thing that was done to the
watches before sending them out for work was to
test their reliability. They were baked in an
oven, then shut up in an ice-box. They were
jolted and jerked. They had to stand on their
heads and die on their backs. If, after all this
treatment, it was found they did not vary in ac-
curacy of time a fraction of a second, they were
deciared fit to be trusted. On railway trains, in
darkest nights, thousands of lives might depend
upon their faithfulness. ® 1t would not be strange
if we have faults that make it quite impracticable
for God to use us for strong work. We covet
places of responsibility, yet ten chances to one,
when the strain came on us, we would give way
and shatter the faith of hundreds. Now when
God takes us iz hand He is trying to show us our
weak points, that we may let Him strengthen
them, and thus fit us for wide trusts.

No doubt the Holy Spirit whispers to us often
of our need. God would teach the lessons with-
out the pain. But we are so busy with our own
schemes we will not heed His monitions. We are
like naughty children so carried away by their
own mischief they have no ear for their mother’s
voice, till the hand of her who loves them best
touches them with the rod. In their pain and
anger they lose sight of her love, but the sooner
they acknowledge that she is right, and they
must be wrong, and think how they can improve
their behavior, the sooner they forget the trouble
in her loving arms.

Pain’s furnace blast within me quivers,
God’s breath upon the flame doth blow,
And all my heart in anguish shivers,
And trembles at the fiery glow.
And yet I whisper, ““ As God will,”
And in His hottest fire, hold still.

He comes and lays my heart, all heated,
On his hard anvil, minded so
Into His own fair shape to beat it,
With His great hammer, blow on blow.
And yet I whisper, *“ As God will,”
And under heaviest blows, hold still.
— Jennie F. Willing, in Christian at Work.

FEEDING GIRAFFES.

« FEED my lambs,” and “Feed my sheep,” were

the Saviour’s commands; but according to Mr.
Spurgeon’s observation, as well as our own, many
preachers seem to be aiming to feed the giraffes.
The rack is put so high above the heads of many
flocks that they cannot reach it, and the starving
sheep are heard bleating for fodder.
. A great mistake is made by not a few preachers
as to the character and style of discourse adapted
to the wants of the people. Learned and profound
sermons have their time and place, but for ordi-
nary oceasions and to meet the every-day wants of
the great majority of all our congregations, simple,
direct and practical preaching is the manifest need
of our times. The sober judge, who arrested the
grandiloquent flight of the lawyer by reminding
him that his sky-scraping periods reached beyond
the jurisdiction of the court, suggests an admoni-
tion in the same direction to some ministers. The
function of the pulpit is not to display oratory or
learning, but to teach religious truth and impress
it on the heart. To accomplish this, plainness of
speech and earnestness of manner will be found
much better adapted than flights of fancy and
frigid dogmatism.

- The fact is, the style of not a little preaching is
incomprehensible, and its matter is entirely for-
eign to its purpose. Its aim is not manifest, and
it has so little application to the practical relations
of life and to the conscious wants of the soul that
it utterly fails of its object.

The pulpit, to be efficient, must adapt itself to
the necessities of the people. The truths of the
gospel must be brought down to the understand-
ing, and be pressed home upon the hearts of those
who come to hear them. Never more than now
has there been greater need of this style of preach-
ing, and in the measure that ministers meet this
condition will the people be reached and the pul-
pit prove itself a power.—Baptist Weekly.

Ler me say to the young forming habits:
One fact or truth looked at in all its phases,
traced in all its relations, thoroughly mastered, is -
worth more to head, heart and life than a thou-
sand superficially grasped and partially compre-
hended. Take'a subject, think through it, round
it, over it, under it, turn it over, look at it in all
possible phases and relations; master it, make it
your own; one book—read it, question it, doubt
it, discuss it and analyze it; master it, and it will
be worth a dozen read in a cursory and superfi-
cial manner. One text of Scripture—fathom it,
measure its length and breadth; try to detach it
and find the ligaments by which it is  held; think
down into it until you come according to its own
path to Christ—for be sure as ke is the truth,
every truth leads to him in its own way—get
into its very heart and look at it, for the peculiar
glory of spiritual truths, like some temples, can
be scen only from within. Climb to its summit.
As literally, so spiritually, the best, widest,
grandest prospect 1s from the top of its heights.
Tt is the beaten oil that gives the brilliant flame.
It is the thoronghly-digested food that gives us
strength and health. I would not say, read the
Bible less, but meditate upon what you read
more. He is not the best Bible student that re-
members the greatest number of verses, or that
is the most skillful exegete of its difficult passages,
or that has at his command the greatest number
of its facts and truths; but rather that man who
best understands its great fundamental principles
that lie at the foundation and manifest themselves
through every verse, and is the most thoroughly
imbued with its spirit, that has the key of inter-
pretation to the deepest meaning of the whole.—
J. A. M. Chapman, D. D.

Never complain of your birth, your training,
your employments, your hardships ; never fancy
that you could be something, if only you had a
different lot assigned you. God understands his
own plan, and he understands what you want a
great deal better than you do. The very things
that you most deprecate as fatal limitations or
obstructions, are probably what you most want.
Choke that devilish envy which gnaws your heart,
because you are not in the same lot with others;
bring down your soul, or rather, bring it up to
receive God’s will, and do his work in your lot, in
your sphere, and then you shall find that your
condition is never opposed to ycur good, but
really consistent with it.—Dr. Bushnell.

Farsenoop.—It should be pointed out with con-
tinual earnestness that the essence of lying is in
deception, not in words; a lie may be told by
silence, by equivocation, by the accent on a syl-
lable, by a glance of the eye attaching a peculiar
significance to a sentence; and all these kinds of
lies are worse and baser by many degrees than a
lie plainly worded; so that no form of blinded
conscience is so far sunk as that which comforts
itself for having deceived, because the deception
was by gesture or silence instead of utterance,
and finally according to Tennyson’s trenchant
line, “A liewhich is half a truth is ever the
worst of lies.”— Ruskin.

A a Sunday-school picnic in England a teacher
asked her scholars how they liked thesea. “Very
much, miss,’ replied one, “but where are the
tinnamies?” ¢“The tinnamies, my child! What
do you mean?”’ “Why, you know,” the child re-
plied again, “the tinnamies that go with the sea.
You know the commandment says, ‘the sea and
all the tinnamies.’” This was the way the child
had been repeating “the sea and all that in them
ig.”’

How much pain the evils have cost us that
have never happened.
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THEYSIONS OF THETIMES.

You. 7, No. 4.

REASONS FOR THREE IMMERSIONS.

TrosE who will have the patience to read
the writers of the early centuries in their contro-
versies over the doctrine of the Trinity, must
agree in this, that very much which was then
written on the subject was an interminable jar-
gon, a bitter contention over words to no profit;
made up more largely of invectives and personal
criminations than of argument; showing more
zeal for party success than piety.

Bingham speaks of the vague views held by
some in the following significant terms:—

“There were some very early that turned the
doctrine of the Trinity into Tritheism, and, in-
stead of three divine persons under the economy
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, brought in three
.collateral, co-ordinate, and self-originated beings,
making them three absolute and independent
prineiples, without u«ny relation of Father or Son,
which is the most proper notion of three gods.
And having made this change in the doctrine of
the Trinity, they made another clhamge answerable
to it in the form of baptism.”—Antiquities, book
11, chap. 3, § 4. ‘

Who can distinguish between this form of ex-
pression and that put forth by the council of
Constantinople in A. ». 381, wherein the true
faith is declared to be that of * an uncreated and
consubstantial and co-eternal Trinity ”? The
trath is that we find the same idea which is here
described by Bingham running through much of
the orthodox literature of the second and third
centuries. There is no proper “relation of
Father and ‘Son” to be found in the words of
the council, above quoted. And we willingly
leave it with the good judgment of every unprej-
udiced reader that three baptisms are more con-
sistent with the idea of * three collateral, co-ordi-
nate, and self-originated beings,” than with the
idea of baptism into the names of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, and in the likeness of the
Saviour’s death and resurrection.

Bingham says this error in regard to a Trinity
of three co-ordinate and self-originated and inde-
pendent beings arose in the church wery early ;
and so we find it in the earliest authors after the
days of the apostles. He said that a change was
made in the form of baptism corresponding to
this form of belief; and so we find that three
baptisms were announced by the same writers.
Three baptisms are contrary to the express
words of the Scripture and contrary to the
Scripture ideas of baptism into the death and
resurrection of Christ. We must determine, and
that to a certainty, that three baptisms is that er-
roneous jform which was made to correspond to
the doctrine of three co-efernal beings, which did
not regard the true relation of Father and Son,
and which gave rise to a rejection of the baptism
of the gospel, into the death of Christ.

Eld. Moore says:—

“We have shown conclusively that Justin was
baptized ¢in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost,’ and by trine im-
mersion, which traces trine immersion in an un-
broken line to within thirty-three years of the
close of the apostolic age.”

We quote this to show with what surpassing
confidence he claims to have proved conclusively
that of which he has not given one particle of
evidence. And this seems to be characteristic
of that class. The most absurd and improbable
things are put forth with as much assurance as
if they were demonstrated. Again he says:—

“The origin of single immersion can be found
among the innovations of the fourth century,
while sprinkling and pouring, as well as infant
baptism, can boast of no better birth.”

We say that single immersion has not been
and cannot be traced to the innovations of the
fourth century. It is according to the plain
teachings of the New Testament\-, and the his-
torian or tradition-monger who secks to elevate
another form to its place only proves that he
does not follow the light of divine truth. And,
if Eld. Moofe means to say that sprinkling and
pouring and infant baptism are also among the
innovations of the fourth century, then he states
what every one knows to be untrue who does
not take all his historical knowledge at second-
hand. Or, if he means to say that sprinkling
and pourihg and infant baptism, and, we may
add, infant communion, have not as good histor-
ical evidence in their favor as trine immersion
has, he then speaks against his own knowledge,
or shows that his knowledge of history is very
limited. Let this be specially noticed: While his-

tory is the chief dependence of trine immersion, it
is not one whit more strongly fortified by history
than are sprinkling, infant baptism. and infant
communion. On this point we are willing to rest
the case on the evidence herein presented.

Chrystal, who is quoted so largely by the
advocates of trine immersion, advocates infant
baptism as strongly as he does trine immersion.
And he defends tradition, because by it he
proves these dogmas. But it is a suspicious cir-
cumstance that he is silent in regard to infant
communion, which, he must know, is as strongly
entrenched in tradition, as are infant baptism
and trine immersion. Infant baptism and infant
communion are logically inseparable; they stand
or fall together, so far ag reason and traditional
evidence are concerned.

o THE CONSEQUENCES.

Some may be.led to inquire, Does it not inval-
idate the Christian faith, or raise a doubt of the
accuracy and sufficiency of the New Testament,
to thus prove that the writers of the second and
third centuries were so divided in sentiment, or
so completely followers of traditions? We an-
swer, not at all. It proves the correctness of
the New Testament, which pointed out this very
state of things as soon to exist after the days of
the apostles. Even in their own times they had
to labor against this spirit of contention and
division, which already began to distract the
churches. Paul at Ephesus said:—

“ For I know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them.”

This fitly represents the condition of the poor,
distracted church, under the leadership of ambi-
tious men, such as obtained the controlling influ-
ence in the early centuries. We have no doubt
that many honest souls mourned over this de-
clension, but the willful and the ambitious are
the ones who are heard, and who leave their im-
press on the multitude, and stand out most
prominent in history. This contentious and am-
bitious spirit gave rise to the Roman hierarchy,
a dominion in the church of Christ such as the
Scriptures never sanctioned, and Christ himself
forbade. The Papacy, as a power among the
kingdoms of earth, was erccted in the sixth cent-
ury; but we shall greatly mistake if we think
it arose o late as that. Paul, speaking of the
“falling away ” and the revealing of the “man
of sin,” said, “The mystery of iniquity doth al-
ready work.” We must bear in mind that this
mystery of iniquity was working in the church;
it was by « falling away that the man of sin
was developed.

Such being the case, is it any credit to any
system or doctrine that it found advocates and
followers in that age ? If we pay proper regard
to the warnings of the apostles, and respect to
the Scriptures as the only and sufficient rule of
faith and practice, we shall rather avoid quot-
ing the opinions of ¢ the fathers” in favor of any
dogma, knowing that they lived mn an age of
darkness and great confusion. We pass no judg-
ment upon their sincerity of purpose or honesty
of intention. But we do affirm that it is not
safe to follow every one who, we think, intends
well; we must remember their liability to be de-
ceived. We contend for «“the Bible and the Bible
alone.” Centuries ago this was declared to be
‘“the religion of Protestants.” But alas for the
day! Protestants, or those calling themselves
by this name, are turning again to the fog of
tradition for support, and rejoice when they can
find the testimony of ¢ke futhers on their side, as
it they had found great treasures.

We do not consider it necessary to consume
time and space to show why the writings of the
fathers have not been preserved as free from cor-
ruptions and interpolations as the Holy Script-
ures. Reasons, good and sufficient, may be given.
We never feel more thankful that we have the
Bible, given by inspiration of God, and wonder-
fully preserved by the providence of God, than
when we are reading the writings of the success-
ors of the apostles. They present a labyrinth of
contradictions and superstitions, from which we
turn to find glad reliefin the writings of those who
“spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

‘¢ Should all the forms that men devise -
Assault my faith with treacherous art,

I’d call them vanity and lies,
And bind the gospel to my heart.”

AoEH: LW,

A SEVENTH PART OF TIME.
BY ELD. W. H. LITTLEJONN.

THIRDLY, it makes the law contradictory in its
provisions,

Nothing is more manifest than that a rule
emanating from the Infinite must be character-
ized by harmony in all of its parts. In fact,
should a document claiming this honor appear to
be deficient in this respect, it would be all which
would be mnecessary to disprove its heavenly
origin.

God never stultifies himself by introducing into
the same law conflicting provisions. He never
enjoins in one clause a duty in which is implied
the right of choice as to the time and manner of
its fulfillment, and in the next prevents you,
either from enjoying this franchise yourself; or
requires, at your hands, that which would ren-
der it impossible for others to do so. In other
words, applying the principle to the case in hand,
God either meant to confer upon all the right of
deciding for themselves which day they would
keep, or else he intended to withhold it from
them altogether. If the latter be true, it was
done for good and sufficient cause; if the former,
then he was moved to this course by considera-
tions equally weighty. There is no half-way
ground in this matter. The right of choice in
this thing is either a positive good or a positive
evil. If the latter, then he has, unquestionably,
guarded against it in every reasonable manner;
it the former, then he has, doubtless, shielded it
with the most scrupulous care, in order that the
greatest good might be accomplished; by leaving
to the old and the young, the rich and the poor,
the master and the servant, the right, as against
every other man, of saying, not only that they
would keep the Sabbath, but that which was
equally God-given, of determining when they
would do so.

But this is just what our friends argue that he
intended to do in the decalogue. If they are
right we shall, undoubtedly, find it constructed
upon this principle throughout. Let us test the
matter. Perhaps the best method of doing this
would be that of allowing some one of their num-
ber to attempt, practically, to carry out his con-
ception of this doctrine.

(1) Let him be 2 man of family, say a farmer,
a portion of whose children are grown up; and
who is surrounded by much hired help; also, a
man who is not only conscientious in his notions,
as doubtless many of that faith are, but a some-
what ardent advocate of them; and one who
would spurn the idea of depriving others of that
which he believed to be their rightful preroga-
tive. . :

Having kept Sunday for the whole of his life
thus far, he concludes that a sentiment which can
never be enjoyed is hardly worth the holding,
and decides to deviate from the practice of years,
so far as to substitute Wednesday for it in the
future. Mis wife consenting, they gather the
household about them, and make known their
intentions.  While he invites all, as far as the
can consistently do so, to unite with himself and
wife in this thing, he nevertheless gives them to
understand that he shall by no means attempt to
coerce compliance, since that would be an in-
fringement on their undoubted freedom to consult
their own wishes in such matters. However, it
would be exceedingly gratifying if all would
make the change with them. The young peo-
ple, seeing that such a step would be very in-
convenient, and m ny times in the way of their
enjoying society a+ they otherwise would, decide
not to take it. 'i'he hired help, also, for one
cause or another, determine not to depart from
the custom of their fathers.

Wednesday arrives at last, and with it the
appointed rest. Our venerable friend, true to his
convictions of duty, having previously assigned,
to all who thus desired, the field of their labor
during his Sabbath, in order that his mind might -
not be turned away from its devotions by the
intrusion of matters of a secular nature, with-
drawing, in company with his wife, to a retired
portion of the house, and congratulating himself
upon the liberality of sentiments which, instead
of holding all to the same inflexible rule, fur-
nishes so much scope to the gratification of per-
sonal tastes and the consulting of individual in-
terests, enters upon his rest. In this mood, the
Bible is taken from the shelf, and opened to the
20th chapter of Exodus. The gray-haired man
reads: ‘“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
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holy.” Yes, Lord, he replies, we are endeavor-
ing thus to do. “8Six days shalt thou labor, and
do all thy work.” This, he responds, we have
already done. ¢ But the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do
any work.” Once more he ejaculates, This has
reference to one day in seven, and means that it
should be celebrated as we are celebrating this.
He begins back a little: “In it thou shalt not do
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
thy man-servant, nor.thy maid-servant, thy cat-
tle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates.”
He patses. A new idea strikes his mind. He
again reads the passage. He is not mistaken.
In the light of those words he is a Sabbath-
breaker. For, waving all question in regard to
time, he is gnilty in respect to the manner of
keeping the Subbath; as, by every rule of fair
construction, these words clearly imply that his
sons, his daughters, his man-servant, his maid-
gervant, his cattle, and even the stranger that is
within his gates, are to abstain from labor on the
same hours on which he does; and yet, by his
own direction, his daughters and his maid-ser-
vants are hard at work in the kitchen; his sons
are employed in like manner in one field, while,
in another, his oxen, under the goad of a hired
man, are pressing their weary shoulders against
the yoke, in order that in due time their master
may reap in a rich harvest of golden grain—the
reward of their Sabbath toil.

Do you say that we are begging the question
in saying that the words in controversy, when
rightly understood, teach what we claim? We
reply, The verdict of all ages and races is in our
favor in this matter. From Sinai to the present
time it has been the practice of both Jews and
Gentiles to held church members responsible,
under the principle enunciated in this language,
for the conduct of those under their roof on the

“Sabbath day. So general, and 'so deep-seated, is
the conviction that this practice is in every way
commendable, we venture the prediction that
should a conscientious Sabbatarian in search of
labor among equally sincere Sunday-keepers, who
needed his services ever so much, propose the
idea of working for them on the latter and rest-
ing on the former day, his proposition would be
spurned with contempt by nine out of ten, on the
ground that they could not grant it without sin.

(2) The understanding of the clause which
you suggest involves absurdities too great to be

. entertained for a moment. Take, for example,
the first two classes mentioned, i. e., sons and
daughters. In the majority of cases, they weculd
include children of immature years. Does it
seem probable that God would subject a father
to the humiliating necessity of consulting the
whims and caprices of boys and girls, as to when
they should observe the Sabbath on his premises
and under his roof? Yet he has done so, unless
the language in question confers upon him the

ower of eompelling them to rest at a time either
fixed by the Almighty, or to be fixed by himself.

(3) The third class produces an illustration of
the folly of such a sentiment, as clearly marked
as does that of the second. For it cannot, with
any show of reason, be urged that the servant
should be made superior to the master by con-
ferring upon him the privilege of deciding in ref-
erence to the day upon which he will rest, and,
at the same time, the latter be held responsible
for the manner in which he passes it.

And, besides, is it not manifest that the work-
ings of such a system would be disastrous in the
extreme, and that the efforts of every family
conducted upon this principle would inevitably
be marked by confusion and failure? Saurely,
nothing is more indispensable to success than the
presence of the leading mind at the time when
the subordinate ones are to carry out the plans
of operation which he has formed. But this, in
the case under consideration, would be rendered
impossible for at least one day in every week.
Not only so, but the sentiment in question, in the
hands of skillful shirks, especially whero the
service, as among the Jews, was many times for
life, would prove the never-failing source of vex-
ation and trial; for a change of Sabbath would
ever afford a plausible pretext for absence,
whenever extraordinary or unpleasant labor was
to be performed.

(4) Again, the fact that cattle are mentioned
in this connection in common with sons, daugh-
ters, men-gervants, maid-servants, and strangers,
throws light upon the intention of the Lawgiver;
for, as it is said of them, in common with the

others, that they shall do no work in it (i. e., the
seventh day), it becomes too plain to admit of
argument that the words “in it,” as here read
and applied to them in common with the other
classes, does not refer to the day of their choice,
since cattle cannot exercise volition—but must be
understood as alluding to the one in which the
master himself refrains from labor.

Thus we think we have established that which
we at first assumed to be true, namely, that the
head of a family does not wholly comply with
the law by simply resting on the Sabbath day.
He must do more than this. He must compel
those about him to follow his example.

The bearing of this fact upon the general issue
is too plain to require comment; for you will
remember that the “seventh-part-of-time theory ”
is but the enunciation of the principlé that God
has clothed every man with authority to decide
for himself when he will hallow the Sabbath; and
yet we discover that, by a decree of the same
God, three-fourths of the race, or at least all
embraced in the various orders of children abid-
ing at home, men-servants, maid-servants, and
strangers, are most effectually debarred from the
benefits of this provision. One of two things,
therefore, is true: Either the Lord has, in the
details of his law, defeated its general purpose
and plan, or else this theory does not accord
with his original intention. The reader will not
be slow to decide which of these hypotheses he
will adopt.

FAITH IN GOD.
BY ELD. R. F. COTTRELL.

Tor great lack in men is the lack of fajth.
Hence they are fearful—they dare not trust in
God. When duty is presented, they fear that if
they obey, their worldly interests will suffer.
They have a farm, a mill, a shop, or a store, on
their hands, and they cannot see what will become
of these interests, if they obey the truth, and keep
the commandments of God.

Supposing they should lose all these things,
and become poor in consequence of obeying God;
and, as the result, be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom that God has promised to them that love
him. Would they lose anything? Would they
not rather be infinitely the gainers? Why is it
that

““The mote of worldly interest fills the eye,

And hides from view the worlds of bliss on high?”’
Would it not be a happy exchange to give all of
this world, and even life itself, for a portion in the
world to come, and eternal life? Why do you
hesitate, O you of little faith? Ah! it is because
you do not confide in God and believe his prom-
ises. If you venture upon the promise of God,
he is pledged that you shall lose nothing by it.
But you dare not trust him! And so, failing to
trust in him, you insure a portion with ¢“the fear-
ful and unbelieving.” Rev. 21:8.

But your fears are false and groundless. You
will not be left to poverty and woe, because you
believe and obey God. His promise is pledged
for all that you need in this life. Your heavenly
Father knows that you have need of these things.
Seek first the kingdom of God, and the rightcous-
ness required by him, and all these things shall be
added unto you. You shall receive a hundred-
fold in the present time, and in the world to come
life everlasting. The only obstacle is the want
of confiding faith in God. It is better to trust
in God, than to trust in the “uncertain riches” of
this world.

ANTE-MORTEM RELIGION.

In his Sunday morning sermon, January 2,
1881, Dr. Talmage said:—

The papers are already made out, and to-mor-
row some of you will enter into business partner-
ships, and others of you will take higher position
in the commercial establishment where you are
now engaged, and others will enter upon new en-
terprises and there will be in these cities ten thou-
gand business changes. You are expecting pros-
perity, and I am determined, so far as I have any-
thing to do with it, that you shall not be disap-
pointed, and therefore I propose, as God may help
me this morning, to project upon your attention a
new element of success. You will have in the
business firm, frugality, patience, industry, perse-
verance, economy—a very strong business firm;
but there needs to be one member added, mightier
than them all, and not a silent partner either—
the one introduced by my text: “Godliness is

profitable unto all things, having the promise of
the life that now is and of that which is to come.”

1 suppose you are all willing to admit that
godliness is important in its eternal relations;
but perhaps some of you say, “All I want is an
opportunity to say a prayer before 1 die and all
will be well.” There are a great many people
who sappose that if they can finally get safely
out of this world into a better world, they will
have exhausted the entire advantage of our holy
religion. They talk as though religion were a
mere nod of recognition which we are to give to
the Lord Jesus on our way up to a heavenly
mansion; as though it were an admission ticket of
no use except to give in at the door of Heaven.
And there are thousands of people who have
great admiration for a religion of the shroud,
and a religion of the coffin, and a religion of the
hearse, and a religion of the cemetery, who have
no appreciation of a religion for the bank, for the
factory, for the warehouse, for the jeweler’s shop,
for the broker’s office.

Now , while I would not throw any slur on a
post-mortem religion, 1 want this morning, and in
the first Sunday of the new year, to eulogize an
ante-mortem religion. A religion that is of no use
to you while you live, will be of no use to you
when you die. “Godliness is profitable unto all
things, having the promise of the life that now is
and of that which is to come.”

1. Godliness is good for a man’s physical health.
I do not mean to say it will restore a broken-
down constitution, or drive rheumatism from the
limbs, or neuralgia from the temples, or pleurisy
from the side; but I do mean to say that it gives
one such habits and puts one in such condition as
is most favorable for physical health. That I
believe, and that I avow.

2. Godliness is good for the intellect. I know
some have supposed that just as soon as a man
enters into the Christian life, his intellect goes into
a bedwarfing process. So far from that, religion
will give mew brilliancy to the intellect, new
strength to the imagination, new force to the
will, and wider swing to all the intellectual fac-
ulties. Christianity is the great central fire at
which philosophy has lighted its brightest torch.
The religion of the Lord Jesus Christ is the
fountain out of which learning has dipped its
clearest draught.

3. Again I remark, that godliness is profitable
for one’s disposition. Lord Ashley before he went
into a great battle, was heard to offer this prayer:
«Q Lord, I shall be very busy to-day; if 1 forget
thee, forget me not.” With such a Christian
disposition as that, a man is independent of all
circumstances. Our piety will have a tinge of
our natural temperament.

If a man be cross and sour and fretful naturally,
after he becomes a Christian he will always have
to be armed against the rebellion of those evil
inclinations; but religion has tamed the wildest
nature; it has turned fretfulness into gratitude,
despondency into good cheer, and those who were
hard and ungovernable and uncompromising have
been made pliable and conciliatory.

.Good resolution, reformatory effort, will not
effect the change. It takes a mightier arm and
a mightier hand to bend evil habits than the
hand that bent the bow of Ulysses, and it takes
a stronger lasso than ever held the buffalo on the
prairie. A man cannot go forth with any human
weapons and contend successfully against these
Titans armed with uptorn mountains. But the
influence of the gospel of Christ must come into
the heart until the disposition is entirely changed.

Tugre are hundreds of thousands, in the
churches of God to-day who have been seized by
spiritual leprosy, and God has laid them aside as
vessels no longer meet for his service. In all ages
God never has used a proud man or a proud
woman, or a conceited man or a conceited woman!
The men whom God has used in all ages were
men who got glimpses of themselves, and so got
the conceit taken out of them, before he used
them. It was so with Moses; it was so with Job;
it was so with Isaiah.— Moody.

THERE may be glory in the might
That treadeth nations down—
‘Weaths for the crimson warrior,
Pride for the kingly crown;
More glorious is the victory won
O’er self-indulgent lust,
The triumph of a brave resolve
That treads a vice in dust. |
—J. G. Whittier.
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A PROMINENT SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE.

THE second coming of Christ is a subject of great
importance to the church. This is evident from the
amount of testimony relative to it, in connection with
the resurrection of the just and the Judgment, found
both in the Old and New Testaments. The inspired
writers, in their threatenings against the ungodly, in
their words of hope and encouragement for the saints,
and in their exhortations to repentance and holy living,
hold up the great fact of the second coming of the Son
of man, as that which should alarm and arouse, and
also comfort the people of God. :

Before Adam passed from the stage of life, Enoch,
the seventh in the line of his descendants, proclaimed
this doctrine in the ears of the impenitent, ¢ Behold,”
said he, “the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his
saints, to execute judgment upon all.” Jude 14. And
as we pass from book to book through the Bible, we
find that the prophets, Jesus, and the apostles, have
made the same use of the doctrine; and in the very
last book, John describesa coming day, when all classes
and ranks of men, because they have not prepared for
the coming of Christ, will call for rocks and mountaing
to fall on them, and hide them from the overwhelming

glory of his presence, as he appears in the clouds of

heaven. Rev. 6:14-17.

Christ’s coming is also held prominently forth in the
sacred writings, as the time when the righteous will be
rewarded. “When the chief Shepherd shall appear,”
says Peter, ““ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away.” 1 Pet. 5:4. And Paul looks for-
ward to the day of Christ’s appearing as the time when
not only he, but all who love the appearing of their
Lord, shall receive the crown of righteousness which is
laid up forsuch. 2 Tim.4:8.

Most frequently, however, is this great doctrine used
as an incentive to repentance, watchfulness, prayer,
and holy living. * Watch,” is the emphatic injunc-
tion of the Son of God in connection with the numer-
ous declarations of his second coming in the gospels.

Paul exhorts to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts,
and to “live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:12, 13.

James says, “Be ye also patient; stablish your
hearts; for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be
condemned. Behold, the Judge standeth before the
door.” James 5:8, 9.

Peter says, “ But the end of all things is at hand; be
ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.” 1 Pet.
4:7. And again, “ What manner of persons ought ye
to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God.”
2 Peli o 115112.

Such is the use which holy men, who spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost, have made of the doc-
trine of the second coming of Christ. Have not. they,
therefore, lost the spirit of the gospel, who openly con-
tend against so prominent and weighty and precious a
doctrine, or who even pass it by in silence ? J. W.

RARE THEOLOGICAL CRITICISM.

A PROFESSOR in a College, who writes D. D. to his
name, attended a funeral at which the sermon was
preached by a Seventh-day Adventist. The subject
was appropriate—it was the resurrection of the dead.
On the way to the cemetery, the Prof. took occasion to
criticise the sermon, disputing in regard to the doc-
trine. This being successfully defended from the
Scriptures, he turned to criticising the manner in
which it was delivered, and insisted that the minister
violated the principles of elocution !

We have no doubt there are many ministers like
this D. D., who would show off their personal graces,
and sacrifice the spirit and truth of the gospel for
scholastic forms, even at a funeral. And we regret
that the religious taste of the age is so vitiated, that

such preaching (if it is lawful to call it so) is popular.

The poet asked,—

¢“Can flattery soothe the dull, cold ear of death ?”

And we may ask, Can smooth speech, and artistic gest-
ures, give consolation to the heart which sorrows at the
death-bed of a dear friend? The very thought of
criticising the elocutionary defects of a funeral dis-
course, while the Scripture hope is correctly expound-
ed, is a mockery of the most sacred things with which
we have to deal. We do not believe in clownishness,
nor eccentricity in preachers. But these are more
excusable, if the person is honestly ignorant, than
“style” and foppery in the sacred desk in the person
of one who has had the advantages of cultivation.

Judged by the standard of the present day, John
the Baptist would be considered a boor, and Paul
would be set down as a rustic. If we may trust the
testimony of Paul concerning himself, he was not up
to the last-day standard in elocutionary style. He
sacrificed the “form” for the “power.” He did not
use “enticing words which man’s wisdom teaches,”

but the words which were taught by the Holy Ghost.-

Common report was against him, at least among the
more polite and genteel. “His bodily presence is
weak, and his speech contemptible,” they said. And
this plea was put forth by those who were forced to
confess that his letters were “weighty and powerful.”
He was mighty in the truth of God, but lacking in
those graces of person which please the vain and the
idle, and therefore they were inclined to resist the
truth taught by him.

There is a dignity in manhood when considered in
regard to its relations to “the deep things of God”—
to its great privileges and responsibilities, and the pos-
sibility of its attainments. But it is belittled by the
action of many, whose advantages would lead us to
expect better things of them. To us, there is painful
evidence on every hand of the Secripture truth that
man is a fallen being; that human nature is depraved
and perverted. And we can almost excuse Prof.
Darwin for projecting his theory, when we look upon
the myriads whe have liitle more reflection on the
proprieties of life, who not much more realize the
object and responsibilities of their existence, than the
ancestry which he claims for them.

As “evil communications corrupt good manners,” we
need to watch, lest we be drawn from our steadfastness
in the faith, to adopt the standard of the world, or of a
world-loving church. One item of that which largely
makes up the perils of the last days is, that they who
have the form of godliness, will deny the power thereof.
2 Tim. 3 :1-5.

Truly, “the days are evil.” It is too late to trifle
with the great things of God’s word. A lack of rever-
ence, especially for the word of the Lord, is a promi-
nent characteristic of the present age. Let our prayer
be, “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of thy law.” Ps. 119:18. J. H. W.

WHY SINGLE OUT THE SABBATH.
BY ELD. R. F. COTTRELL.

Gobp gave to mankind the principles of his moral law
briefly comprised in ten moral precepts. These com-
mandments are of equal authority, so that he who
transgresses any one of them is guilty of a violation of
the law. In these days iniquity abounds, as foretold
by the Saviour, and the love of many has grown cold ;
so that there is not a precept in the decalogue that is
not abundantly transgressed, even by professors of the
religion of the Bible. Yet no professed believer will
take the ground that any one of the ten command-
ments, except the fourth, has been blotted out or
changed in the least; but it is generally held that the
Sabbath of this commandment is the Sabbath no more.
The question is, Why this partiality in the law? See
Mal. 2: 7-9. Why single out the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment, the seventh day, as unworthy of
a place in the moral law ?

I think I can see clearly enough why Satan, the great
enemy of God and man, should hate the Sabbath, and
plant his batteries against the fourth commandment ;
but why enlightened Christians of the nineteenth cent-
ury should follow his lead, instead of standing in the
gap. and repairing the breach in the divine law (Eze,
1345's Tea. 58 12, "18); “is more. thdn "T-can =Hell ;1
therefore simply ask the question, and leave it for
others to answer.

"The Sabbath is a memorial of the only living and
true God, a monument erected to the memory of Him
who made the heaven and the earth in six days, «_ 1

rested on the seventh. Satan, who has a better knowl_
edge of theology than most doctors of divinity, saw
that, if he would be successful in warring against God
and leading men into sin, he could do it in no other
way so effectually as by demolishing this monument,
reared to the special honor of the Creator. Therefore
he brings his forces to bear, sappers and miners, small
arms and ordnance, to demolish this sacred institution.
To induce men to forget their Creator, nothing is more
effectual than to destroy his memorial. 8o he suggests
the worship of the sun, and in order to imitate and
counterfeit the divine worship, sets apart a day for its
worship, calling it Sunday. This form of idolatry was
the most plausible, and probably the most popular, in
all ancient heathendom.

And when we come down this side of the first
advent, to the time of the apostasy which placed the
Pope of Rome in the temple of God, it was just the
time to foist this pagan festival into the place of the
Lord's Sabbath, with the claim that «the fathers put
in the place of the Sabbath the day which we now call
Lord’s day.” It remained for the Protestants of the
sixteenth century to first put forth the claim that this
first-day Lord’s day is the veritable Sabbath of the
fourth commandment. Romanists have never made
that claim; but they claim that the church has “sub-
stituted the observance of Sunday, the first day of the
week, for the observance of Saturday, the seventh day,
a change for which there is no scriptural authority.”
Thus many ages and generations have shared in the
work of demolishing the memorial of the Creator’s
work and rest. And, without doubt, Satan is well
pleased to see how well he has succeeded.

But why do good men, in the face of all the light
that is now shining on this subject, still adhere to this
work, so evidently not of God ? Why do they say that
this commandment has been abolished ? or, admitting
the ten commandménts as the moral law and still bind-
ing, why do they single out the Sabbath of that law
consigning it to oblivion, adhering to a pretended
memorial of another event instead of the memorial of
the creation instituted by the Creator ?

Is it because the doctrine of this Sabbath is a new
doctrine ? It is as old as the human race. Is it the
Sabbath of the Jews? ¢The Sabbath was made for
man;” and it existed thousands of years before there
was a Jew. Does the fact that God commanded the
Jews to keep the Sabbath make it Jewish? Why are
not the other nine commandments Jewish for the same
reason? Was the Sabbath nailed to the cross? How
did the remainder of the decalogue escape the same
fate? Is the precept unabolished, but changed ? How
do we know but that the other nine commandments
also have been changed ¥ Matt. 5:18. Was the Sab-
bath never commanded to the Gentiles? When-and
where were the other nine commanded to them ? Was
the Sabbath law not repeated in the New Testament ?
Neither were the first, second, third, eighth, and ninth
precepts of the same law there repeated. Why single
out the commandment enjoining the observance of the
Sabbath, the ‘memorial of God, from among those com-
mandments, where he placed it with his own hand ?

It is true that the Sabbath has some peculiarities
which the other commandments have not. This com-
mandment points us back to the creation for the origin
of the Sabbath. No other commandment does the like.
The Sabbath law was revealed when God sanctified, set
apart, or appointed the seventh day. We have no
account of any other of the ten precepts being so early
revealed. The Sabbath is mentioned oftener, espe-
cially in the New Testament, than any other precept in
the decalogue. From Genesis to Revelation it is
known as the sanctified rest-day, Sabbath of the Lord,
or Lord’s day. Rev.1:10. It was instituted in para-
dise, before sin and the curse entered, and it will exist
in paradise restored, when sin and the curse are no
more. In the world to come, the heavens and earth
renewed, it will be observed by all the holy throng of
the redeemed. ¢ For as the new heavens and the new
earth, which T will make, shall remain before me, saith

the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain.

And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to
another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall all
flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord.” Isa.
66 : 22, 23. Israel redeemed and saved will “remain.”
So God’s Sabbath and worship shall remain to the end-
less ages. Why single out the Sabbath for destruction,
since it is distinguished with honor throughout revela-
tion
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PROPHETIC PROSPECT FOR 1881.

THE beginning of 1881 shows us’the world in a more
alarming condition than it has appeared in even in
years when a war has been imminent between two great
nations. Were it not for the unfailing word of Script-
ure prophecy, we might be at a loss to account for the
growing rampancy of wickedness and the hopelessness
of the struggle of right against wrong.

It requires no smatl measure of humiliation to take a
true view of human nature as it has been since the
fall. Consequently, worldly philosophers prefer to see
in the spread of civilization and in the increasing jus-
tice of legislation, signs that the love of truth is becom-
ing universal, and that individual selfishness will not
always dominate human affairs, while far too many
Christian believers persist in putting a figurative in-
terpretation upon every declaration of God’s word
which does not seem to encourage the hope that the
church is now on the way to victory. But the teach-
ing of the Bible is that deliverance, not victory, is to be
the hope of the church.

There is something awfully certain in whatever God
once declares will come to pass. At a time when the
Israelites were flushed with conquest, and their name
was a terror to the mightiest nations upon the earth,
Moses recorded the decree that they would become “a
proverb and a by-word among all nations” (Deut. 28:
37). That has been literally fulfilled in the reproach
ful term “a Jew.” Moses also wrote, «“ The Lord shall
scatter thee among all people from the one end of the
earth even unto the other” (verse 64). And that has
titerally come to pass. He said, further, “Ye shall be
sold unto your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen,
and mo man shall buy you (verse 68). And profane his-
tory tells us that even that extraordinary prediction
was literally fulfilled in the Alexandrian slave-market
after the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus.

Once more, when Tyre was one of the magnificent
capitals of the world, the Lord God declared, “T will
make her like the top of a rock; it shall be a place for
the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea” (Ezek.
26:4, 5). And these words, in no figurative or spirit-
ual sense, but exactly and literally, describe the site of
that great city to-day. Again, when Babylon was
“the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldee’s
excellency,” its doom was announced with minute
particularity, viz. that it would be overthrown and
never be inhabited again, that the wandering tribes of
the desert and the shepherds on the plains would
avoid it, and that it would become a habitation of wild
beasts (Isa. 13:19-22). All that has come to pass, as
any eastern traveler can see to-day, not in a spiritual
or general sense, but literally and particularly.

Regarding the Lord Jesus Christ, it was foretold that
he would come in the tribe of Judah and in the line of
David, and that he would be born of a virgin. Events
proved that ¢ Judah ” meant Judah, and not the Jew-
ish race; and that “David ” meant David, and not any
royal line; while “a virgin” typified no social or spir-
itual condition, but simply meant Mary, the wife of
Joseph, in her virginity. The numerous prophecies re-
garding the life and death of our Lord were equally
explicit, and their fulfillment was equally literal.

* Now let us take a glance at

THE PRESENT STATE
of the world, and see, on the one hand, how far it agrees
with what the prophecies tell us is coming, and, on the
other, with what we might expect if there were any
power in education or civilization to overcome sin.

1. What is known in Europe as the Eastern question
has not advanced one step toward a solution since the
beginning of 1880. The succession of the Liberal Gov-
ernment in England, to which many people looked for
a speedy settlement of Turkish difficulties, has been
followed by no measure of consequence in that direc-
tion. Matters seem to be standing still under the de-
velopment of God’s further purposes. There is no
prospect whatever of an improvement in the financial
condition of Turkey, and without such animprovement
there can be no change for the better in its administra-
tion. Meanwhile the insurrectionary spirit excited in
the subject populations by the late wars gives safe
promise of another outbreak at no distant day; and
that will call for or lead to the armed intervention of
some of the great powers of KEurope, with the usual
danger of a war between those powers themselves.

2. The imagination palls at the thought of the next
European war, ior which twelve millions of armed men
are kept waiting in silent mockery of the hope that the

reign of peace is in a fair way to begin upon the earth.
A few days ago one of the daily papers, not over-well
versed in the Bible, but with a shrewd practical view
of the condition of public affairs, wrote as follows:—
«The world has never yet seen war on a national
scale. There have been, as in 1812-13-14, many armies,
and those numerically as well as otherwise formidable,
engaged simultaneously on one theatre. In 1870 the
Germans employed several large armies, and the
Frexch, too, made considerable levies. But all the
conditions of war are different from what they were in
the Napoleonic era, and since 1870 several nations have

 turned or are turning almost their entire population

into soldiers. When war occurs again among the great
Continental powers there will be such a sight presented
as never was seen before. There will be in the first line
a chain of armies furnished with superb material; in the
rear will be the reserves of trained troops exceeding in
number the biggest armies of former times: and these
reserves will rest on a succession of strong fortresses and
intrenched camps held by enormous garrisons.”

If we remember with this that every year adds to
the improvements in the torpedoes, mitrailleuses, Gat-
ling guns, and other engines for wholesale destruction of
human life, it will appear that God knew more about
the nineteenth century before the Christian era than
we know about it now.

3. The Afghan war is standing still like the Eastern
question. In this swiftly-moving age, twelve months
more have gone past without a settlement of the rela-
tions between Afchanistan and the Indian Govern-
ment. At the time we write this article it is uncertain
what security the new Ameer, Abdurrahman Khan.
has for his throne, and in what sense the British
frontier is to be protected; while the rebel leader,
Ayoob Khan, is at large, able to boast of having de-
stroyed a British force near Candahar, and to laugh
over the slaughter in cold blood of a British officer
whom he had captured as a prisoner of war.

4. Lastly, the condition of things in Ireland seems
enough to open the eyes of the blindest to the gloomy
prospect before the world and to the corruption which
lies beneath the veneer of its civilization. It is for the
first time in history that a Government has tolerated
total insecurivy of life, liberty, and property without
the excuse of war or revolution. A large part of Ire-
land has been for months past in a state corresponding
with the state of Paris during the Commune or of North
India during the Mutiny of 1857, with this difference—
that in the last two cases the murder and violence were
stopped as fast as guns and soldiers could stop them.
whereas to-day in Ireland the authorities seem to have
neither the ability nor the disposition to interfere to
any effectual purpose. A lethargy born of an increas-
ingly blunted national moral sense has apparently
taken possession of the Government. Evena few years
ago such a condition of things would not have been
possible; but the principle of the supremacy of the
people above the law is gaining ground, and the world
is hastening to the state in which it was before the
flood-—¢ corrupt before God and filled with violence.”
(Gen. 6:11.)

It is doubtful if any nostrum of legislation can now
restore civil order in the country. The leading Lon-
don papers are agreed in expressions of opinion like the
following: “ Coercive acts a few months ago would have
been effective, but now they will be useless. The peo-
ple have learned their power to well to be cowed. This
revolution cannot end without bloodshed unless capit-
ulation be made to the Land League, which is out of
the question. The rising may be small and ineffective,
but it is considered inevitable by many who are
familiar with the state of the country. It is beyond
question that no land bill, however extreme, will sat-
isfy the Land League, and the movement should be
considered in all its significance. According to the
clear and repeated utterances of members of the
League Executive, the Land League movement is not
a movement for the purpose of bringing rent down, but
a movement for the purpose of making the tenunts the
owners of the land.” 2.l i . . = e

Before concluding these observations on the civil and
political indications of the New Year, we will remind
our readers that the past year has been signalized on
our own continent by an official protest of the United
States Secretary of War against the defenceless condi-
tion of our sea-coast, and against the shortsightedness

' of letting our fortifications and munitions of war fall

far behind the standard required to meet the arma-

ments of European nations who may one day be our
enemies. Is not this the beginning of an apprehension
that America may not be able to keep out of the na-
tional convulsions that are to precede the coming of
our Lord ?

The above is from the Christian Herald and Signs or
our Times for January 6, 1881. There are many other
things which indicate the near approach of the end,
some of which it goes on to mention, and the article
closes with the truthful statement that notwithstand-
ing this, « these things will take place so naturally, and
will be explained so plausibly by the wise men of the
world, that the last day will come as a snare ‘on all
them that dwell on the face of the whole earth’ (Luke
21:35). Therefore the warning is seven times repeated
in.the gospels, Watch.”

PHILOSOPHICAL ARGUMENTS.
BY PROF. B. L. ALDRICH.

To cONTINUE: It is said we do not become cognizant
of the qualities and conditions of ourselves by the
same process as of material objects. This fact is not
wholly denied. But we do affirm that for such a
reason there is no evidence of an immortal, separate
being, within us. No cause can be assigned to any
phenomena, unless the proper steps are taken to show
their connection. We can perceive abstract qualities,
as truly as tangible objects, although the former are
not to be told by their dimensions. I do claim, how-
ever, that there is a real sense of physical feeling
within, as when the chest feels pent up with swollen
grief. But sense or no sense, there is not, in conscious-
ness of states and qualities, any correct inference of an
immortal soul.

Great caution is required in reasoning, in order to
avoid the common mistake of inventing causes. Such
things must be discovered. Phenomena must be clearly
derived from, or traced back to, the cause assigned.
Indifference to this principle has exposed all the
philosophical arguments in support of the immortal
soul doctrine to easy attack. It is mot satisfactory to
show consciousness of qualities and states of feeling,
and then, ignoring all laws, leap to the unwarranted
conclusion that they originate in a hypothecated
essence. Causes are not ascertained in that way.
Causes are determined by deduction, laws by induc-
tion. After having discovered the laws by induction,
we reason for the origin by the aid of analogy.

Tt is one thing to co-ordinate facts under laws, and
quite another to find the antecedent agent, which,
through the laws, produces the facts. All which the
argumeut under review proves is the existence and
operation of certain laws; but whether they are the
result of physical organism created by God, or are
enacted and administered by an internal habitant, is
the real question. Getting the fact of the laws is the
second step, and must follow immediately the con-
sciousness of conditions and qualities. The laws, how-
ever, are not the soul. The fact, to illustrate, that a
red flag will enrage a bull, betrays a law of that ani-
mal’s organism; namely, if it sees a red flag, it will get
mad. Does this law prove that this animal has an
immortal soul? No; it proves the fact that some
power made the law—it might have been this power
or that, either of which is the very object of proof.

God stands behind law, and projects the display of
all its phenomena. If the soul, so called, is the sub-
ordinate legislator, ruling the moods of the man, it
occupies the position of a veritable god. Why should
the poor, victimized body be made to suffer the pen-
alty of a merely mechanical service in the cause of a
wholly reprehensible and morally accountable soul, if
God is just? The body, as a mere instrument, should
have been created insensible to the punishment of
evil, since a tyrant recreant to his office, misused it.
The thief should be hung and not his body, the help-
less slave.

I am, also, of the opinion that men, by assigning an
independent soul as the cause of human phenomena,
not only confound modes of action with cause, but
make it a titular deity or plenopotentiary vicar to
preside arbitrarily over this complex machinery
while the Creator is absent. Every star, and, in fact,
the whole universe, might be managed by similar gods.

Out of this total independence of self, no doubt,
comes the modern infidel doctrine of evolution, where-
by the race will survive through its fittest represen-
tatives, all the while improving, until its present con-
ception of God is realized in self-development. A
subordinate god granted, and it soon aspires to the



44

PHEE SIGNS OF PHE: TIMES.

Vou. 7, No. 4.

first place. Humanity is full of invidious self-assump-
tion above all that is revealed as God, and his only
begotten Son. The very fact that men bring the
Bible under criticism, and attempt by sophistry to
maintain what it positively denies, is sufficient evi-
dence of this.

To sum up, the argument just considered is the non
causa pro causa—the substituting of laws for the cause
of the facts they exhibit. The sun shines, not because
it has a soul, but because such is the law of its nature.
So man has thoughts, invention, capacity for devel-
opment (qualities), envy, anger, fear (conditions), be-
cause the law of his nature produces them. God is the
soul of all laws.

Again, it is said that man’s capacity for unlimited
development is another proof of his immortal nature.
Animals can come up to a certain limit of improve-
ment, and then advance no farther. Man, however,
is not thus restricted; he can go on ad libitum. Let it
be remembered first, that the assertion that man can
go on in unlimited development by the tendency of
his own pature, is yet to be proven. We must prove
ourselves wiser than the ancients, which has never
been done. The arresting force of senility which
gradually brings mental acquirements to a stand-still,
and then forces them in a reverse direction, and finally,
the interposition of death, beyond which to say there
is continued existence and progress is the sheerest
begging of the question,—these circumstances effectu-
ally disprove the argument in question to be true. If
man is capable of unlimited development, what have
you to say of the “lean and slippered pantaloon which
sans taste, sans teeth, sans eyes, sans everything,”
when the “grasshopper becomes a burden,” when the
representative and elaborative faculty, the memory
and all, fade away like the hue of the leaf in autumn.

The corn-stalk is a specimen of development. First,
the blade, then the full corn in the ear, then the
ripening, then death. This is a picture of wan so far
as the impediments of sin allow him to properly com-
plete his course. The development in the latter proves
no more than that in the former.

Animals, too, are all susceptible of improvement.
The elephant, the horse, the dog, the mocking bird,
are very tractable to a certain extent, the same as
man is. Butler, in his celebrated “ Analogy,” acknowl-
edges this difficulty of the arguments proving too
much, and tries to extricate himself by the nonsense,
that animals, while capable of improvement, can never
attain to moral accountability. He says they may be
immortal, but never in the future moral. Wonderful
information! Darwin, and all evolutiouists, say they
can attain to a sphere of moral sense, but not after
death;—that we were once animals, but now we are
moral beings. They took up Butler where he left off,
and carried him to a perfectly logical conclusion.
When a man sets out on a wrong road let him go to
the end of it, and see what he will find there; but
never let him confess to be wrong.

As te the argument that man has more ability, and
can do more things than the animal, which fact gives
him a soul, it may be said that the beaver can throw
a dam across a stream, a feat the musk-rat cannot per-
form, hence the former is immortal; or that a rose can
bloom, and the stone cannot; or India rubber can
stretch, and cast iron cannot; hence roses and India
rubber have immortal souls. This is all that argu-
ment amounts to. It would also make geniuses im-
mortal, and men of small mind mortal, which again is
evolutionism emphasized. It isa proof based on com-
parative qualities which should refer us to law, and
not to cause.

In the next article will be considered the visions of
the dying.

EVERLASTING FIRE.
BY ELD. M. H. BROWN.

THE language of the Saviour in Matt. 25 :41 is fre-
quently quoted to prove eternal torment, and although
quoted with great confidence, we think that those who
compare scripture with scripture will see that it comes
far short of teaching an endless hell for the finally lost.

We shall take no issue with the advocates of endless
misery in regard to the definition of everlasting and
eternal in Matt. 25; for with them we agree that these
words here mean never-ending. This admission in no
way helps our opponents, as we shall presently see.
An element or action may produce results which are
everlasting or eternal, and yet the element or action
itself may be of short duration.

Paul,in Heb. 5 :9, speaks of eternal salvation. Will
the process of saving men always be going on, and
never be accomplished ? Certainly not; but the re-
sults secured by the great plan of salvation will be
eternal. Again, in Heb. 6:2, Paul speaks of eternal
judgment. Will the work of judgment be endless in
duration ? If it is, then the punishment of the wicked
will never come; for men are not punished till after
they are judged. The idea expressed simply is, that
the results of the judgment are eternal; that is, the
decisions rendered are final and irreversible, and from
them there is no appeal.

In Heb. 9:12, Paul speaks also of eternal redemption,
not that Christ will never complete that work, but that
the results secured will be endless; for those who share
in that redemption will never again be ‘brought under
the cruel power of death or the curse and stain of sin.

Will God be engaged in judging men throughout the
endless ages of eternity, and never get them judged ?
Will he always be engaged in redeeming men, and
never secure their redemption ? Then he may carry
on the process of burning the wicked, and never get
them burned; but the Scriptures say they shall be
burned up, root and branch. Mal. 4:1. Therefore
we cannot avoid the conclusion that the everlasting fire
under consideration is not eternal in its duration, but
the results of the fire are eternal, because the judgment
pronounced and the penalty executed are eternal, ir-
revocable and final.

No resurrection morn will ever greet the eyes of
those who are cast into that lake of fire which produces
the second death; but the blackness of darkness for-
ever will enshroud them, as they sink into that long
night of oblivion which knows no waking. The Lord
has shown us, in the destruction of Sodom and Gomor-
rab, what results eternal fire will produce. Jude says
that those cities, in suffering the vengeance of eternal
fire, are set forth as an example. Jude 7. Peter tells
us the result of that conflagration: they were turned
into ashes. 2 Peter 2:6. .

And what is to hinder such a result in the cases of
the wicked ? Do we ever find them compared in the
Scriptures to enduring and imperishable substances ?
Never. On the contrary, they are always likened to
the most perishable and inflammable substances, such
as chaff, dried branches, thorns, briers, and stubble.
Why has Inspiration used such comparisons ? Ts it to
mislead the mind, and darken the subject ? We believe
not. We believe they teach the complete destruction
of the wicked as plainly and forcibly as language can
express it.

When the wicked become ashes under the feet of
the righteous, as Malachi declares in his prophecy
(4:3), no one will doubt that the results of the ever.
lasting fire into which the wicked are cast, were clearly
seen in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, which
were set forth as an ensample to those that after should
live ungodly. 2 Pet. 2:6. b

LORENZO DOW ON BAD THOUGHTS.

SoMEBODY once said to Lorenzo Dow, who was a very
eccentric, strolling preacher:—

“Mr. Dow, I don’t know what to do. Bad thoughts
trouble me very much, They come intomy head, and I
don’t know how to keep them out. How can I help
doing wrong, if it is wrong to have bad thoughts ?”

Mr. D. replied: “We can’t keep birds from flying
over our heads, but we can keep them from building
nests in our hair. Do you ask how y'ou can drive away
these bad thoughts, and keep them from making nests
in your mind? Why, just as we exclude thistles from
the lands, by putting in so much good seed there is-no
room left for them to grow. Keep the mind busy with
something innocent and useful, and leave no trace for
the intruder.”

DANIEL WEBSTER was a good judge of preachers
and of preaching. He once said, “Many ministers
take their texts from Paul and preach from the news-
papers. When they do, I prefer to enjoy my own
thoughts rather than to listen. If they would preach
more to individuals and less to the crowds, there would
not be so much complaint of the decline of true re-
ligion.”

Proressor Dana finds his opinion confirmed by the
results of the “Challenger ” expedition, that the eleva-
tions of the earth called continents, and depression,
called oceans, **were formed as such in the first in-
stance,” and that they are not the result of upheavals,
as Lyell supposed. As science learns, it approaches the
truth that *in the beginuing God created the heavens
and the earth.”—N. Y. Observer.

The Missionary.

PRAYER AND LABOR.
BY ELD. S. N. HASKELL.

Tue absence of carnest, heart-felt prayer in
connection with missionary work is the reason
why much labor is unfruitful. Says the Saviour,
“ Without me ye can do nothing.” The effi-
ciency of prayer was taught by him, both by pre-
cept and example. “Hitherto ye have asked
nothing in my name : ask, and ye shall receive,”’
were words addressed to his disciples. Prayer
was ever mingled with his labors, and in this he
is our example. With strong cries and tears he
poured out his soul unto God, and was heard.
Was it in his own behalf, that he might receive
honor and glory, that his prayers often ascended
all night long from the solitude of the mountains?
Nay, verily. It was for the human family, for its
individdal members. And we, who profess to be
his representatives, to have partaken of his spirit,
shall we not feel for others? If we do not, our
profession is vain, we have not the mind that was
in Christ.

“He that goeth forth, and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” This
language indicates great carnestness and deep
feeling, such as it would be impossible to discon-
nect with earnest prayer. It is those whose bur-
den for souls is so great that they will, with tears,
plead with God for his blessing, who here have
the promise of sheaves in return for their labor.
They go forth, they do something, and with this
doing they connect a tearful, anxious solicitude
for those who are the recipients of their efforts.
Again, “they that sow in tears shall reap in joy.”

The following extract from a private letter
received a short time since, while interesting in
other respects, gives a good illustration of the
efficiency of prayer in connection with mission-
ary labor :—

“I never had much idea as to where Christ’s
kingdom was to be until I found about a year
ago, from reading the Restitution and comparing
its assertions with the Bible, that it was to be on
the earth. I had been told by so-called “ rever-
ends” that it was in Heaven, but was not satistied
about it, and of myself could get no definite basis
to work on. I became dissatisfied with the man-
ner in which our Sunday-school was conducted,
and remained at home Sundays and read my
Bible studiously. 1 commenced again the study
where my mother, at her knee, commenced
teaching me, viz, at the twentieth chapter of
Exodus. Then I compared the whole ten com-
mandments with the teachings of Christ and the
apostles in the New Testament, and, strange as
it may appear, I could not find that any of them
had been changed or annulled in any way. 1
decided that I would try to live better than in
the past, and I prayed that God would give me
light, and help me to follow more nearly in the
footsteps of Jesus.

‘“ After several days of anguish and anxiety I
determined to talk with the different ministers
and get their views. Accordingly I saw Metho-
dist, Presbyterian, and Episcopal ministers, but
could get no consolation. The next Sunday I
was alone in my office, and, after communing
with God in prayer and tears, it seemed to me
that a great burden had been lifted from my
mind and heart. Something prompted me to go
and see Mr. I had heard Elders
and speak here in a tent four or five years
ago, and knew that Mr. was a S. D.
Adventist. So I called on him, and in conversa-
tion, asked him if he thought there was such a
thing as the Holy Spirit leading a man to the
truth or helping him in deciding. He said, Yes.
1 then told him my history, my prayers and
desires. He actually shed tears for joy. Said
he, ¢We have been praying for you for weeks.
At our prayer-meetings we have for some time
made you a subject of special prayer. This was
all news to me. All these wecks I had been
striving for light, and they had been pleading for
me also.

“I had along talk with Bro. on the Sab-
bath, the kingdom, baptism, etc. I worked the
next Sabbath, however, but it seemed to me as if
I was not doing right. The next day, Sunday, I
went to sce Bro. again, and told him that
I had come to the conclusion that I must keep
the Sabbath and that by so doing I would prob-
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ably lose my situation which brought me $60.00
per month.” We prayed to God to guide me in
this matter. I requested an interview with my
employer, who was a superintendent of a railroad.
This was granted, and I told him what my con-
victions were and handed in my resignation, tell-
ing him that I did not suppose my services would
be longer needed if 1 did not work on Saturday.
We talked for an hour and a half, and before we
parted he said : ¢ Mr. I am glad you were
frank in this matter, and you have not lowered
yourself in my estimation. I shall not accept of
your resignation. You can report your salary at
the end of the month as $60.00, the same as usual,
and I will furuish a man to take your place Satur-
days, and will pay him for that day.’ So 1 did
not lose anything in a financial point of view.

«] work six days in the office each week, yet
some days I have thirty minutes to an hour leis-
ure. This time I devote to the cause of truth.
1 have only been in the faith seven short months
yet I have from time to time sent out hundreds of

apers, SIGNs, Leviews, Instructors, College Records,
Good Mealths, tracts, etc. God is good in giving
me the Sabbath, and allowing me to retain my
situation. 1 pay the tithe and spend from four to
nine dollars per month for missionary purposes.
I am sending out now about one hundred papers
per week. On these I only pay postage, as friends
have kindly donated the papers. When they are
gone I will go down into my pocket-book and
find some more.”

PRESENT, PRESSING NEED.

TuErE is a very pressing want in the North
Pacific Conference at the present time that should
be known by all our people. This great need is
means ta carry on the T. and M. work. The
State Secretary has on hand a large supply of
tractfof almost every kind, tracts on health and
temperance as well as others, which if.our people
would purchase, and pay for them would relieve
us much. But each district I suppose does not
order because the demands are not great, for not
one-tenth is being done in the church T. and M.
societies that might be.

Now to relieve our present indebtedness at the
Sians Office which they are calling for, and have
a present demand for, let me propose to each and
all of our people, every brother, sister, and child
who loves the precious present truth, to donate
from one to five dollars each to the Confer-
ence T. and M. fund this present quarter. Do it
at once at the beginning of the quarter. Where
there are churches of our people, let each one pay
to the librarian, or elder, or clerk, and let them
send by money order or registered letter, to the:
Conference Secretary, Mrs. A. P. Van Horn, Beav-
erton, Oregon. Let all the scattered ones who
have a heart and cheerful willingness to lift in
this direction, send in their offerings.

Come brethren and friends rally to the work
and by your sacrifices show your faith in the
great and glorious work of God in these last days.
The cause of God has claims upon you which you
should not throw off. Precious souls are appeal-
ing to you for help. Hear their cry and place
within their reach the light that has made your
own heart glad, and which will be a means of
salvation if followed to the end.

I. D. Van Horx.

Tae world may remember very little about us
a year after we are gone. No thought, no deed
may be connected with our names beyond some
narrow circle of loving hearts. There may be no
place for us in any record written with a man’s
pen. But what does that matter if our names,
dear friends, are written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life, with this for sole epitaph—“A disciple”’?
That single phrase is the noblest summary of a
life. A thinker? ahero? a greatman? a million-
aire? No, “A disciple.” That says all. May it
be your epitaph and mine!

" TeERE is a power in the soul, quite separate
from the intellect, by which God is felt. Faith
stands serenely far above the reach of the athe-
ism of science. It does not rest on the wonderful,
but on the eternal wisdom and goodness of God.
The revelation of the Son was to proclaim a
Father, not a mystery. No science can sweep
~ away the everlasting love which the heart feels.

and which the intellect does not even pretend to
judge or recognize.— . W. Robeitson.

PRrIDE costs more than hunger, thirst, or cold.

Temperanrce.

WHAT SHALL WE DRINK?
BY DR. E. J. WAGGONER.

Tur following items are of great interest, as
showing the alarming increase of intemperance
in our country.

The amount of beer consumed in the United
States in 1880, was 414,000,000 gallons. This
gives an average of more than eight and one-
fourth gallons for every man, woman, and -child,
and is twice as much as was consumed in 1870.
The increased use of beer, however, did not di-
minish the amount of other and stronger liquor
used, as is seen by the fact that the tax on
whisky was nearly $9,000,000 more in 1880 than
in the preceding year.

This increase in the consumption of liquor is
entirely disproportionate to the increase in popu-
lation, and shows that; among individuals, the
appetite for strong drink is rapidly increasing.
We need not be surprised at this, for the natural
result of the use of any stimulant, so called, is to
create a desire for more; and the milder forms
simply create a desire for the stronger. In in-
temperance, as in every form of sin, the less leads
to the greater. Whenever there is an increase in
the amount of beer and light wine consumed, there

will be a corresponding increase in the amount of

stronger liquor consumed. g
The natural inference from these facts would
be that, as intemperance is increasing, we should
work more earnestly for the enlightenment of the
people in regard to true temperance principles.
But all do not reason in the same way. A prom-
inent daily journal, in commenting on the above
statistics, draws the conclusion that we are a
thirsty people, and that, as temperance societies
will never be able to make much headway against
the popular demand for intoxicating beverages,
the best thing we can do is to try to turn the
attention of the people from strong liquors to
good beer, and light, California wine. To say
nothing of the expression, “ good beer,” which is
equivalent to “ harmless poison,” the above rea-
soning is very strange. It is of a nature to in-
crease the evil rather than to limit it. The de-
sire to acquire property without rendering an
equivalent is becoming more common, and it

would be as reasonable to say that instead of

vainly trying to stop the increase of crime, we
should turn the attention of people to stealing
small sums only.

This reasoning is an illustration of the common
expression that, of two evils, we should choose
the less;” but this saying, like most others in
common use, contains an error. Let us rather
take this for our guide, ¢ of two evils, shun both.”

IIOW A BOSTON D. D. GAVE UP
T0BACCO.

TrE devotee of tobacco who trifles with the
habit is a slave laughing in his chains. The man
who pours scorn on the Anti-Tobacco Reform
shows a pitiable ignorance of what is indispen-
sable to elevate and save our race.

In my abject slavery I was not given to smoke.
An English gentleman once offered Orestes Bron-
son his snuff-box. “No, no!” said the Catholic
priest. I don’t serve the devil in that shape; I
chew.” I came under the same category with
Orestes, and belonged to that portion of the ani-
mal creation ‘that “chew the cud.” I rolled the
gin as a sweet morsel under my tongue twenty
years and more. It gave me as a city pastor,
intolerable annoyance; and was, I may say in
truth, a blighting curse upon my ministry. My sor-
rows and tribulations in this quarter were many
and severe, and it may not be amiss to state a
few as examples.

In my parochial duties, I would sometimes be
walking up Washington street and see a deacon
of my church with whom I must come into close
quarters, and in so doing expose my abominable
habit. Indignant, chagrined, I would spitefully
eject my quid, resolve never to resume its use, do
my best to cleanse my mouth and protect my
breath, and cordially greet my deacon. The
evening would pass, the night would pass, with
but little trouble. The morning, however, would
come with unearthly and insatiable cravings; and
it seemed as though I would “ give my kingdom ”’
for a bit of pig-tail or Cavendish! I would take
to my study, feverish and half deliridus, or drive
for a sermon or lecture. But it was all in vain;

all thought was spell-bound. I would walk the
diagonal of my room, rub my throbbing temples,
and at last, in utter despair, rap upon the ban-
nister and cry, “John! John! get me some to-
bacco!”

The tobacco would come, and I would eat it as
greedily as an ox eats green clover. My delirium
tremens. would pass away, my mind would become
clear and calm, and I would drive on my sermon
respecting self-denial, or consecration to God, or
battling the « world, the flesh, and the devil,” in
Jehu style! O! I now hate tobacco! It makes
hypocrites of ministers; it made a hypocrite of
me.

A short time would pass on, and a similiar flare-
up would occur. I would see before me in my
walks some sister of my church, who would-ex-
pect a few kind words from her pastor, in an in-
terview rather unavoidable. But the thought
would occur, O! she will see my mouth! She
will detect a habit which she loathes, and which
I try to despise. 1 would cast out the abomina-
tion; I would resolve never to use another par-
ticle—never; and, with the apparent innocency of
a child, greet the sister with usual salutations as
her pastor and friend. I repeat it, I abhor to-
bacco. It makes hypocrites of ministers; it made
me a hypocrite!

These are specimens of my battles with this
most popular poison on the globe. At length,
however, I fought ‘the last battle with this
Apollyon. It was in this wise. 1 called on a
dying man, a member of my church. The giod
brother, on the verge of the grave, made many
confessions; and among the rest he said: “To-
bacco has been an idol with me. It has brought
me to this death-bed, and I shall die a happier
man if I leave my testimony against it; and I
wish my testimony to be written.” I wrote from
his dictation. We raised him from his pillow;
and the last time he ever used his pen he affixed
his name to a humble confession that he had
sinned against God in ruining his health and
cutting short his life by the use of tobacco.

This was a trying moment. My reflections
were painful. I was in agony.” A dying brother
giving his testimony against a sin of which 1, his
pastor, was guilty! I resolved then as I never
resolved before. 1 called to God to witness that
I renounced tobdcco totally and forever; and,
God be thanked! I can now say in truth, 1 re-
nounced it totally and forever.

The next morning I took my study. The con-
flict was terrible. Hell seemed to be let loose
upon my soul. Delirium tremens was getting
the complete mastery. I saw, or thought I saw,
Satan enter my study and present to my choice
« Cavendish,” * Ladies’ twist,” “Honey Dew,”
and all the infernal paraphernalia of a fashion-
able tobacco saloon. 1 heard him, or thought I
heard him say: ¢“Come, doctor, why do you
spurn me? Try me again. You can think, you
can write, if you try me again.” At this point
God gave me unwonted courage and resolution.
I remembered Luther’s successful conflict when
he hurled his ink-stand at the devil, and I cried
aloud: “You black, slimy, nauseous fiend, be-
gone, begone!” And the tobacco demon left my
study, and left me, forever; an epoch in my min-
istry.

Reader, if you never used tobacco, but sit in
judgment upon my statement and count it vis-
ionary, allow me to tell you that you are as ig-
norant as a Hottentot about this whele matter.

On the other hand, if you are a victim of the
“weed,” and call us extravagant, we ask you to
make the experiment—give it up as a finality,
once and forever. Otherwise, good friend, please
hold your peace.—N. Y. Independent.

SeNsBLE LiEaisLaTioN.—A bill has passed both
branches of the Vermont Legislature which makes
any place of resort, where liquor is sold or given
away, or where gambling is allowed, a nuisance,
and the place is shut up. The keeper is fined
from twenty to two hundred dollars and impris-
onment for three months.

Tae spendihrift and the thief are twins.
When a man goes to the opera about four or
five times in a week, drinks a social glass,
smokes the best cigars, and plays for fun with
« gentlemen,” draw poker for a ten-dollar stake
he is educating himself up to the point of tapping
a till or abstracting a bank bill from his em-
ployer’s money.

N

.
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BE JUST AND FEAR NOT.

SpEAK thou the truth. Let others fence
And trim their words for pay ;

In pleasant sunshine of pretence
Let others bask their day.

Guard thou the fact. Tho’ clouds of night
Down on thy watch tower stoop ;

Tho’ thou shouldst see thine heart’s delight,
Borne from thee by their swoop !

Be true to every inmost thought ;
And as thy thought, thy speech,
What thou hast not by suffering bought,
Presume not thou to teach.

Hold on, hold on! Thou hast the rock,
Thy foes are on the sand ;

The first world-tempest’s ruthless shock
Scatters their shifting strand ;

While each wild gust the mist shall clear,
We now see darkly through,
And justified at last appear
The true, in Him that’s true.
—Dean Alford.

HOW A GOOD LESSON WAS SPOILED.

A DARKENED room, spacious and handsomely
furnished—being, in fact, the chamber of Mrs.
Wilcox, the mother of the little fellow who occu-
pied the wide bed. He lay there in lugubrious
state, the rosy fuce stained with much ecrying,
just showing above the edge of the counterpane;
his tangle of yellow curls crushed upon the bol-
ster. Below these was a white mound, stretched
along the middle of the bed, just the length of
Robby Boy, aged seven-and-a-half, the young-
ling of the Wilcox family. Two big blue: eyes,
glazed with tears, wandered from one to another
of the two faces gazing at him from opposite sides
of the horizontal pillory. Both were kindly, both
loving, both sad. They belonged to the parents
of Robby Boy, and he had been convicted, sen-
tenced, and punished for telling a lie.

His mother had sent him to a fruit-store with
twenty-five cents and an order for two lemons.
The tempter, in the form of a « street-boy,” way-
laid him at a corner with a challenge to a com-
petitive show of tops. The silver « quarter” was
in the same pocket with Robby Boy’s new air-
top and card, the pride of his soul. Or, he may
have drawn it out with his handkerchief when
he wiped his face after the game. The tempter
may have known more about it than the tempted
suspected. At any rate, the money was not to

be found, and he was close by and ready with

his proposition when Robby Boy discovered the
loss.

. “Mamma will certainly scold me this time,”
he subjoined, turning every pocket inside out,
and staring distractedly up and down the street.
«“]1 lost ten cents last week, and she told me to
be more careful.” ,

“Don’t tell her! And don’t pay for the lem-
ons. When the bill comes in, your mamma will
have forgotten all about sending you for them,
or she’ll think the lemon-feller made a mistake.
I know lots of real gamey fellers who get out of
scrapes that way. 1t’s only milk-sops who run to
mammy with every little bother.”

The experiment, thus suggested and urged,
was a success until mamma demanded the change.

“He said there wasn't any!” faltered the er-
rand-boy.

“No change! out of twenty-five cents!” Then,
with a searching look at the scarlet face pain-
fully averted— Robby Boy!”

The “ milk-sop” bethought him of the «gamey
fellers.” :

“ Honest-true, mamma!”’ he plucked up cour-
age to say. :

Put on your hat, my son, and go with me to
the store where you bought the lemons. There
is something wrong when my boy cannot look
me in‘the eyes!"”

Thus came about the tragedy that darkened
the June day for the whole Wilcox household:
It was at nine o’clock on Saturday morning that
the falsehood was detected. At two p. M. Mrs.
Wilcox brought up the prisoner’s dinner. Only
bread and water! He had smelled savory soup
and roast lamb, and the cook had hinted at straw-
berry short-cake when he passed, whistling,
through the kitchen, turning the silver quarter
over in his pocket. That was an eternity of
suffering ago. Almost five hours, and he was to
lie here until supper-time, alone/ When he had
eaten the bread of affliction, seasoned with tears

of self-pity and remorse, mamma reappeared with
papa.

“My son!” said the latter, “I would rather
have you die in your innocent boyhood than
grow up a Zar! Tell the straight, simple truth
always and everywhere. No brave man will lie.
Papa does not want his boy to be a coward. No
honest man will deceive or tell a falsehood.
Papa does not want his boy to be a cheat!”

Mrs. Wilcox sat down on the bed when her
husband had gone. All the mother-heart in her
was crying out and tearing itself with longing
and pity ineffable. Arms and heart ached to en-
fold the precious little sinner so grievously
worsted in the battle with temptation. “Mamma
is very sorry that her darling has been so
naughty!” she said, bowing her head upon the
pillow beside the mat of curls dampened by the
rain from the culprit’s eyes.

“Mamma! Indeed, I will never tell another
lie—not the leastest fib!"" he sobbed.

“(zod help you to keep your word, my son.
Every falsehood is like a drop of ink upon snow
to your soul!” ;

She stroked back his hair and comforted her-
seltf with him by giving him, one after another,
the passionate kisses withheld through all these
miserable hours. Holding the chubby fingers
in hers, she talked to him a few minutes longer
of his sin, and to whom he should look for for-
giveness; then bending over him, she prayed in
simple words and few for the little one who had
stumbled to his own hurt. “Tie still and think
it all over, dear!” was her parting injunction.

When Netta, his grown-up sister, came at six
o’clock to dress him for tea, he was sleeping as
peacefully as if falsehood and tempters had never
been heard of, and the world were peopled by
mothers as lovingly-compassionate as his own.
The touch of lips upon his awoke him. He
laughed out suddenly and merrily in the face he
thought so pretty—then his glance fell—his lips
trembled.

«I was awfully naughty, sister. Did you
know it ?”
“Yes, dear. But you will never do it again.

Sister could not kiss a little boy who soils his
lips with untruths.”

When dressed he put a question,—

“Sister, when you were little and foolish—a
long time ago—did you ever tell a wee bit of a
—lie?” '

“I hope not, Robby Boy.”

“ Grown people don't ever, I know,” pursued
the penitent; “ but 1 thought maybe—it came so
easy, you see. Why, it slipped out almost be-

fore I knew it, after I opened my mouth. I}

just wondered if the same thing had ever hap-
pened to you. When you were very small of
courge. I s’pose though, you have always been
a great deal gooder than me.”

Netta smiled in patting the round face so droll
—to her apprehension—in its melancholy thought-
fulness.

“You need not sigh so dolefully over it. You
are going to be always good now. There is the
tea-bell.”

-Hungry Robby Boy was not disposed to talk
at table. e noted and understood the grave
gentleness of his father’s countenance and de-
meanor; the chastened loveliness 'of his mother’s
look; the quiet tone caught by the other chil-
dren from Netta, who sat next to him. His
transgression had affected the spirits of the whole
party. The very avoidance of all direct refer-
ence to ‘it was significant and impressive. It
was something too disgraceful for table-talk. A
blackened soul! Soiled lips! These were the
figures most distinct to his imagination as he
crept after supper into the library, and sat down
at the alcoved window looking upon a gide street.
The boys were playing noisily in the warm twi-
light. - Robby Boy watched them, curled up on
the window-bench, one foot tucked under him
his face more sober each minute. He was sure
his mother would shake ber head sadly were he
to réquest permission to join the joyous group of
his fellows. Nor did he care—very much—to
go out. The recollection of sin and consequent
suffering was too fresh. He had a fancy, also,
that there was something salutary—because bit-
ter—in meditation at eventide, when one grew
more low-gpirited each second.

Netta had a visitor and mamma had joined the
girls, and was chatting cheerfully with them-——
not at all as she looked at the cowering little

liar under the counterpane upstairs.

“ Mamma,” suddenly exclaimed the daughter,
“there are old Mr. and Mrs. Bartol! I do believe
you are to be honored by a call from them.”

“I sincerely hope mnot,” was the answer.
“Papa and I had planned a walk on this lovely
evening, and our friends the Bartols are given
to long sittings.”

‘Besides being insufferably prosy,” interpola-
ted plain-spoken Netta. ¢“They are coming in.
Milly, you and I can run away!” and they flut-
tered through the back-parlor door.

Mamma’s face was overcast with genuine vex-
ation. Her sigh, *“How provoking!” reached
the alcoved auditor. Then she advanced to meet
a fat old lady and a fatter, bald old gentleman.

“Is this really yourself, Mr. Bartol? It is an
age since I have met you. I am happy to see
you both. Pray be scated.”

“Oh, good gracious!” said Robby Boy, under
his breath, sinking back into his corner, actually
sick and trembling.

When he could listen and think again, papa
had been sent for, and Mr. Bartol was apologiz-
ing for mingling business with a friendly visit.
He wanted to buy a house' owned by Mr.
Wilcox, situated near his—Mr. Bartol’'s—home.
The play of negotiation, of parry and thrust,
was courteous, as befitted actors and scene, but
Mr. Bartol's intention to buy cheap, and his
host’s desire to sell dear, were palpable to the
unworldly eavesdropper. .

“I am sorry you hold the property at so high
a figure!” finally remarked Mr. Bartol, rising to
take leave. “I1 must consult the friend who com-
missioned me to make inquiries, before I can say
anything definite.”

Mr. Wilcox was the impersonation of smiling
indifference. “The truth is, my dear -sir, I do
not care to sell at all. The property is rising in
value, and I may remove to that part of the city
myself next year. I should lose on it were I to
take less than the price I have named.” .

When the guests had gone, Mr. Wilcox turned
laughingly to his wife:—

“Well, my love, you have lost your walk, but
your husband has made four thousand dollars—
eledrt

“You think he will buy the place, then?”

“I know he willl He wants to settle his
daughter there. She is to be married next
month. [ had a hint to that effect some days
since. I had the game in my hands from the
first. I bought the property, three years ago,
at a low figure. The rent has covered interest,
taxes, ete. 1 shall never live there myself. It
would not be convenient for my business. I
have been anxious this great while to sell. I am
already carrying more real estate than I ought
to hold.”

“1 am afraid Robby Boy is less impressed by
the lessons of to-day than we could desire,” ob-
served Mrs. Wilcox sorrowfully to her husband
at bed-time. ¢« He stole off to bed without say-
ing ‘Good night’ to any one, and pretended to
be asleep when I looked into his room just now,
answering gruffly after 1 told him I knew he
was awake. Whatshall I do if my child becomes
an habitual deceiver ?”

“We must watch his associations narrowly,”
replied the judicious father. ¢ Everything de-
pends upon the examples and impressions of early
life.”’— Marion Harland.

’

DANCING.

ONE of the best articles we have seen on the
subject of dancing is the fullowing, by the Rev.
S. J. Tomlinson, in the Indianapolis Journal: —

“The Chief of Police of New York. says that
three-fourths of the abandoned girls in that city
were ruined by dancing. Young ladies allow
gentlemen privileges in dancing which, if taken
under any other circumstances, these gentlemen
would be reported as improper persons. It re-
quires neither brains, good morals, nor religion to
be a good dancer. - It leads to bad society. Inever
saw such a vicious crowd of young men at our col-
lege as on a night when there was to be a ball. It
won't mix with religion any more thaun oil and
water will mix. As the love of one increases, the
love of the other decreases. How many eminent
Christians are distinguished dancers? As certain
as the atmosphere around the thermometer at
zero will freeze things, as certain as the wind
that is bellying " the sail will drive the boat, so
certain will dancing freeze the religious senti-
ments out of the soul; it will drive its devotee
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away from the church; it is a wind that blows in
that direction. No dancing is spoken of in the
Bible that was done by divine authority. In
ancient times, the sexes danced separately.

“Alcohol is the ‘spirit’ of beverages. Take it
out and the young men of the land would as soon
seek a beverage in the swill-tub as in the saloon.
So sex ig the spirit of the dance. Take it away,
and let the sexes dance separately, and dancing
would shortly be out of fashion. Parlor dancing
is dangerous. Tippling leads to drunkenness,
and parlor dancing leads to ungodly balls. Tip-
Eling and parlor dancing sow to the wind, and

oth reap the whirlwind. Put dancing in the
crucible, apply the acids, weigh it,and the verdict
of reason, morality and religion is: ‘Weigbed in
the balance and found wanting.””

ITEMS OF NEWS.

—Montana sheep are being smothered by snow.

—Utah produced $6,450,953 of bullion last year.

—Oregon is to have a new academy, to be located at
The Dalles.

—QGambetta has been re-elected President of the
Chamber of Deputies. 5

—There are one hundred and seventy-five under-
takers in New York City. :

—An ironclad is reported on the coast of Ireland to
prevent the landing of arms.

—The Baptist missions in India report 1,875 con-
versions during the last year.

—Moving ice in the Ohio river, recently cut down
two steamers, valued at $60,000.

.—Nearly eleven million pounds of salmon were taken
from California waters last year.

—Three slight earthquake shocks were experienced
in Oakland, Monday evening last.

-—Los Angeles has at least one Chinese leper, and it
is feared that there are others there.

—The total receipts for Sara Bernhardt’s twelve
performances in Chicago were $41,478.

— During the last fiscal year the total value of our
exports of all kinds was $1,613,770,330.

—From the vicinity of Healdsburg, Cal., comes a
complaint that eagles are carrying off kids.

—Utah is to have a fine University building erected
in a park near the center of Salt Lake City.

—The work of laying the foundation walls of the
Hall of Records in Sacramento has commenced.

—The father of Charlie Ross has spent $60,000 in
searching for his stolen boy, and is still at work.

—The California Northern Railroad, uniting Marys-
ville and Oroville, has been sold under decree of fore-
closure. -

—1In the United States and Canada the recorded
losses by fire for the past year, aggregated about $330,-
000,000.

—Three hundred hands were thrown out of employ-
ment by the burning of a morocco factory in Linn,
Mass., Jan. 19,

—Nearly ten thousand people assembled to witness
the placing of the obelisk upon the pedestal in Central
Park, New York, January 22.

—The police statistics of New York show the arrest
of 52,820 men, and 18,879 women in 1880, an increase
of 4,675 men over 1879, and 321 women.

—The Erie train No. 12 from Buffalo to New York,
was thrown off the track last Sunday night. The
postal and smoking cars were burned, also five mail
agents. : -

—Ten years ago the United States had fourteen
cities of 100,000 inhabitants each. Now it has twenty,
a greater number than any other country in the world
contains.

—Commissioner Le Duc has purchased a farm in
South Carolina, to try experiments in tea cultivation.
He says the soil is wonderfully similar to that on which
the best teas are raised in China.

—The highest bid for pews for 1881 in Plymouth
church, Brooklyn, was $700 against $500 for 1880.
The total revenue for the year, with the rentals of
pews and aisle seats, will be $41,362.

—1It is stated upon the authority of the Lutheran
Observer, that ninety editors are in prison in Germany
for publishing wild Socialistic sentiments, or for in-
sulting the government authorities.

—Says a New York exchange, “If you want in your
house a death angel who never sleeps, and is always
ready to do his work, get gasoline, and bide your time.
Ten lives lost in this city Tuesday by its use.”

—The Chilians are still victorious over their Peru-
vian neighbors, Callao and Lima have, according to
latest advices, surrendered unconditionally. It is said
the slaughter in the battle of Lima was frightful,

—The Western Union, American Union and Atlan-
tic and Pacific Telegraph Companies are preparing to
consolidate. This step is considered but preliminary
to a rapid and systematic developement of the grand
telegraphic net-work extending around the world, and
having its center not at Loondon, but at New York.

— Greece seems determined on war. Turkey will
thrash her. Then some of the Powers will interfere,
and either a peace will be patched up or Europe will be
ablaze with war.” So says a San Francisco daily.

—The Pacific Coast Steamship Company have au-
thorized their president to contract for a new and fast
steam-ship to ply between San Francisco and San Diego
where it will connect with the new transcontinental
railroad whose terminus will be at that port.

—The Oakland Guards will probably represent the
National Guard of California at the inauguration of
President Garfield, having gained the honors in the
competitive drill held in San Francisco, on Thursday
last, to ascertain which of the various companies was
the best drilled.

—Oregon, also, has had a cold spell. A letter from
Wasco county says that even should the weather
moderate at once, $100,000 will not cover the loss of
gtock in that region. Cattle and sheep are dying by
wholesale, but few ranchers, comparatively, being pre-
pared with feed,

—Says the daily Alta, “Now they are talking about
tunnelling Niagara Falls. Nothing daunts modern
enterprise. Some day Yankee engineers will be at
work on a tunnel under the Atlantic, and in time
passengers will be automatically ‘fired’ from New
York to Liverpool.”

—For a long time China and Japan have both
claimed sovereignty over the Lin Chin Islands; and to
avoid a crisis, the natives have paid double taxes,
The dispute has finally been adjusted according to
General Grant’s plan, made when traveling in Japan.
i{apan retains those on her coast, and China those on
ers.

—A special dispatch from Madrid, of the 24th says:
“The floods and gales which have ravaged the entire pe-
ninsula for ten days are the severest on record. Inun-
dations have caused the destruction of half the crop of
oranges and lemons, and an immense loss, estimated at
over $40,000,000, to the agricultural interests, There is
a foot of snow here.”

—The Christian Union says that “Kernyism has
broken out in Brooklyn in an ordinance passed by the
Board of Aldermen, providing that laundry licenses
shall only be given to citizens of the United States,
and imposing a special tax on Chinamen. Of course,
neither ordinance will stand before the courts, as all
such special legislation is contrary to the constitution
of the United States.

—Advices from London state that the Chinese treaties
with the United States excite alarm in some English
quarters, on account of the opium clause. The English
fear that China intends to renew her attempt to pro-
hibit the importation of opium altogether, and will
rely on the American precedent when negotiations are
begun with England. ~The result, if successful, would
be disastrous to Indian finances.

— Some of the members of the California Legislature,
thinking that the new Chinese treaties are not radical
enough, have proposed sending them back for amend-
ment, upon which a leading daily thus sensibly com-
ments: * Californians would do well to make no factious
opposition to the new Chinese treaties. If we do not
want them, certainly the rest of the country does not.
If we do not accept the present offer, it may be long
before we get as good a one again.”

—The London Times, commenting on the increase in
the population of the United States, as shown by the
recent census, says: “These eleven and a half millions
of people are not a poor, indigent, and untaught mass,
such as would be produced in any European State by
so great and rapid an accession to the population.
They are well-fed, clothed, well-to-do, and, as a rule,
well educated. There is room and to spare for them
all, and for as many more during the next ten years.
We cannot but look with some envy on a Nation whose
easy lot it is to gather up the good things which for-
tune casts to it.”

OBITUARIES.

HaRrLIN.—Died of abscess on the brain at Santa
Ana, Los Angeles Co., Cal., Libba Harlin, aged 35 years.
Sister Harlin professed religion in early life, and em-
braced present truth and was baptized in July, 1879.
She leaves a husband and four children to mourn her
loss; but it seems particularly sad for the children, as
their father was in Colorado, preparing a home, expect-
ing them to join him in the spring. The funeral ser-
vices were conducted by the Methodist minister, Mr.
Tar, who spoke words of comfort from 2 Corinthians
5:1. She was sick ten days, and suffered great pain.
She realized that she would not live, and was recon-
ciled, for she put all her trust in Jesus. Our prayer
is that we may be faithful, so as to meet her on the
morn of the first resurrection.

A. F: AnD E. M. BROWN.

CooLipGE.—~Died of diphtheria, in Poy Sippi, Wis.,
Dec. 1, 1880, Laura May Coolidge, in the twelfth year
of her age. Also of the same disease, Dec. 18, Edith U.
Coolidge, in the fourteenth year of her age. These sis-
ters united with the Seventh-day Adventist church a
little more than a year ago, and died in bright hope of
meeting Jesus on the morning of the first resurrection.

E. U. ALBEE.

ArBEE—Died of diphtheria, in Poy Sippi, Wis,,
Nov. 24, 1880, Royal E., son of Perry and Ursula Albee,
aged 5 years, 5 months, and 7 days. 2 E. U. ALBEE.

|

HEALTH AND TEMPERANCE PUBLICATIONS,

Good Health.—A monthly Journal of Hygiene, devoted
to the subjects of Health, Temperance, Popular Science,
General Literature, Sanitary Science, and Public and Domes-
tic Hygiene. $1.00 a year. Bound volumes of Goop HEALTH,
each, $1.50

Temperance and Gospel Sorgs.—A new and popular
work, greatly in advance of ordinary temperance song books,
The music is not only new but varied, including Anthems,
Glees, and Quartettes, also a variety of rousing congrega-
tional pieces. 100 pp. 30 cts

The Household Manual.—A book that everybody
wants., It is brim full of information on a hundred useful
topics. Tells how to treat most common diseases successfully
with simple remedies, how to disinfect and ventilate, what to
do in case of accidents, how to resuscitate the drowned, and
gives much other important information. 172 pp. 75 cts.

Diphtheria.—A concise account of the nature, cause,
modes of prevention, and most successful modes of treatment,
of this prevalent and fatal malady. It should be in ever
household, as its instructions, if faithfully carried out, will
save many a precious life. In boards, 30 cts.; paper, 25 cts.

Digestion and Dyspepsia.—A new and popular treatise
on the subject, giving a very thorough account of the causes,
symptoms, prevention and treatment of this common malady.
Especially valuable is that portion of the book devoted to
the cure of the disease. The instructions concerning diet,
the general habits and the special methods of treatment are
rational and practical, and if faithfully observed will in nearly
all cases result in a cure. 176 pp. 75 cts.

Plain Facts about Sexual Life.—The most complete
and interesting book for the general public yet published on
the anatomy and physiology of reproduction. The Boston
Journal says of it, ‘‘A book so intelligently written should
not lack for readers.” Handsomely bound in cloth, 416 pp.,
$2.00; abbreviated, in flexible covers. $1.00.

Uses of Water in Health and Disease.—A book for
every physician and every family. Careful explanations
and instruction are given respecting the uses of water as a
preventive of disease, and as a valuable remedy in nearly all
classes of maladies. In cloth, 166 pp., 60 cts., paper covers,

136 pp. 25 cts.
IN PAPER COVERS.

Alcoholic Poisons.—Or, the Physical, Moral, and Social
Effects of Alcohol as a Beverage, and as a Medicine.
This pamphlet is the best compendium of the temperance
question published. The scientific part of the argument is
particularly full. Its statements are brief, concise, and to
the point. ~ Every temperance worker ought to have it. Pa-
per covers, 128 pp. 25 cts.

Healthful Cookery.—A Hand-Book of Food and Diet;
or, What to Eat, When to Eat, and How to Eat. It
contains a large number of recipes for the preparation of
wholesome and palatable food without condiments. Every
dyspeptic ought to have it. 128pp. 25 cts.

Dyspepsia.—A concise account of the nature and causes
of this almost universal disease, with directions for its cure.
Thousands have been cured by attention to the suggestions
contained in this little work. 80 pp. 25 cts.

Proper Diet for Man.—A scientific discussion of the
question of vegetable versus animal food, together with a
consideration of the relation of salt to the human system.
Ultra notions are avoided, and the subjects treated are
handled with candor. 48 pp. 15 cts.

Evils of Fashionable Dress, and How to Dress Health-
fully,—This little work considers the subject of fashionable
dress from a medical standpoint, and thoroughly exposes its
evils. 48 pp. 10 cts.

HEALTH AND TEMPERANCE TRACTS.

Wine and the Bible.—A candid consideration of the
Bible view of the wine question, in which it is shown con-
clusively that the Bible affords no support to the use of
intoxicating drinks as a beverage. 24 pp. 3 cts.

Principles of Health Reform.—A brief resume of the
principles which underlie the teaching of health reform.
16 pp. 2 cts.

Pork.—This tract exposes the filthy scavenger in all his
uncleanness. It destroys all appetite for ham and sausage.
16 pp. 2 cts.

The Drunkard’s Arguments Answered.—Leaves no
excuse for tipplers, either moderate drinkers or habitual
drunkards. 16 pp. 2 cts.

Alcoholic Medication.—A protest against the wholesale
employment of alcoholic compounds in the form of bitters,
tonics, blood-purifiers, ete. 16 pp. 2 cta,

Causes and Cure of Intemperance. 8 pp. 1 ct.

Moral and Social Effects of Aleohol.—A forcible state-
ment of facts and statistics. 8 pp. 1 ct.

Alcoholic Poison. 8 pp. 1ct.

Evil Effects of Tea and Coffee.—A clear and forcible
statement of the evil effects of using tea and coffee. 8 pp 1 ct.

Ten Arguments Answered.—A brief review of ten prin-
cipal arguments for the use of tea and coffee. 8pp. 1 ct.

Tobacco Poisoning.—In this attention is called to start-
ling facts about the poisonous effects of tobacco. 8pp. 1 ct.

Tobacco Using a Cause of Disease.—Seven principal dis-
eases are traced to tobacco as a principal cause. 8 pp. 1 ct.

A Relic of Barbarism.—Tobacco using proved to be a
relic of barbarism. 4 pp. 3ct.

True Temperance.—This tract wiews intemperance as a
far-reaching evil which includes every form of artificial stim-
ulation, as well as alcoholic intoxication. 4 pp. 4 ct.

Alcohol: What Is It 2—An explanation of the nature of
alcohol and its mode of production. 4 pp. 3 ot.

£& Any of the above books will be furnished post-paid at
the prices named. -

Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakraxp, CaL
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THE article on the first page, although not one of the
interesting series on Old Testament history which has
of late occupied that place, will be found of great value
to all, especially to members of the California Sabbath-
schools, as the lesson for next Sabbath is upon the same
subject. We regret the break in the articles, but trust
Mrs. White will soon be able to resume them,

THE STATE QUARTERLY MEETING.

THI8 important meeting, to be held at Napa next
Babbath and first-day, should be largely attended by
our brethren and sisters in this part of the State. The
new year is fast passing with its opportunities and
blessings, and we do well to meet together and consult
how best to improve them.

The tract and missionary work, the temperance
movement and our Sabbath-schools, will each receive
their share of attention, and we hope Sabbath-school
superintendents, temperance club officers and librari-
ans will make a successful effort to attend,

OUR PREMIUM OFFER.

THE liberality of our premium offer is attracting
considerable attention, and the names of new subscrib-
ers are coming in quite rapidly. We have received a
number of encouraging letters from those who are suc-
cessfully canvassing for the Srans with Geikie’s Life
of Christ as a premium. Under date of Jan. 18, Bro.
Hemstreet writes: “Your clubbing offer for our
papers is goed, and ought to find favor with every
Sabbath-keeper. We took advantage of it at sight.
Treceived your letter and Geikie’s Life of Christ yes-
terday. My wife called on seven of our neigh-
bors to-day; four subscribed and two more partly prom-
ised to zoon. You may send me twenty-five copies of
the premium, to Tebama, so that when I get a sub-
scriber T can deliver the book.”

Are there not one hundred workers who can do as
well as this brother?

We Lave prepared a canvasser’s outfit comprising
sample copies, circulars for distribution, a receipt book,
and a copy of Geikie’s Life of Christ. Price, post-paid,
$1.00.

Apy one having bought an cutfit, can deduct its cost
frem their payments to us when they have obtained
eight new subscribers.

B S

HEALTH ANNUALS FOR 1881.

THE Revicw and Herald, of January 18, gives the
following extremely low rates on the Health and Tem.
perance Anpual for 1881, to be sent by mail, postage
paid:—

P leleopsr b . N T o b cta.
Fen copref0l e bibaso Lo S0 SRT "had 25 ¢
Breliityr iy dapips, B4 o010 W ST S B i
Vbl o e bl e Sl b L $1.00
One hundred copies, ..________ 7777 1.50

Our friends in California who want Annuals, can
order through the tract society, or they can be ordered
“directly from Review and Herald Office, Battle Creek,
‘Mich. The latter will be attended with less delay,
but such orders will need to be accompanied with cash.

BARBARA C. STICKNEY.

Last week we published an article in the missionary
department on “ Postal Rates.” Much pains was taken
in its preparation, but by some inadvertence two lines
became misplaced on the press, making nonsense in
most of the edition of the last two paragraphs. Below,
Wwe give the paragraphs corrected, so that all who wish
to preserve the article for future reference, as sug-
gested, can insert them in the place of those given Jast
week. Aden in India, should also have been Aden in
Arabia, Here are the paragraphs referred to:—

Tt will be noticed that to all the countries mentioned
—except Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and
British Columbia—the postage is the same for other
printed matter as for papers. Where this is the case,
it will be admissible to inclose tracts, ete., with our
periodicals.

The SreNs. with a sixteen-page tract or an Instructor
or a four-page College Record, weighs less than two
ounces. The Tidende or Harolden with a thirty-two
page tract also weighs less than two ounces, Sixty-
eight pages tracts or the Review will not exceed two
ounces. Good Health weighs more than two ounces,
but with the SiaNs and a sixteen-page tract, or with
the Review, it weighs but four ounces, In making this
estimate an ordinary wrapper has been used. .

THE six Chinese companies of San Francisco seem
to be getting rather bold in their determination to gov-
ern their own affairs and their countrymen in their own
way, regardless of the law of the land. It was supposed
the steamship companies colleagued with the six com-
panies in refusing to allow a Chinaman to leave the
State without permission of his company, and the last
Legislature enacted a law prohibiting a refusal to- sell
tickets to any one just because he had no permit from
his company. The Chief of Police of San Francisco
had posters placed in Chinese quarters of the city ex-
plaining the law, and the managersof the six companies
had them torn down and others of their own invention
put upinstead. The offenders have been arrested, and
will probably be prosecuted. If they were Ameri-
cans they would no doubt be severely punished. As the
matter stands, however, it proves that the Chinese in
our midst are more governed by their own traditions
than by our laws. Asalast resort to detain those whom
they do not desire to have go away, the companies, by
means of agents, are bringing petty suits against them
to have them arrested when the steamers are about to
leave, Considerable excitement is the result,

SOMETHING of the power of “public opinion,” ac-
cording to the Advance, is seen in the fact that the
famous Oneida Community has at last dissolved. John
R. Noyes, the founder of the concern, has withdrawn
from it, and the large business which the community
had successfully built up hasbeen transferred to a joint
stock company, with a paid capital of $600,(00, Mar-
riage was introduced several months ago, aund the
members of the old “community,” while retaining some
of the principles of their co-operative plap, have begun
to live after the ways of Christian civilization.

Now, if “public opinion” has accomplished such
worthy results in this case, let it be turned with such
vigor against that moral cancer, polygamy, now grad.
ually eating its way to the heart of American citizen-
ship, that every fiber of it may be extracted from the
land. One of the first questions demanding a solution
will be, “ What will become of the women who volun-
tarily remounce polygamy ? This question has just
been laid before the Woman’s National Anti-Polygamy
Society, by women who have expressed an earnest wish
to renounce polygamy and Mormonism together, but
they say, “We have little children who will starve.
We will be turned out of doors, the pittance allowed
for our support will be witbdrawn, and every avenue of
employment will be closed against us.” These poly-
gamous wives know what they are talking about. They
see on every side of them examples of the punishment
visited upon those who rebel against the “divine
order” of polygamy. Who can wonder then that they
shrink from bringing the same punishment upon them-
selves and their children ?

THE PULPIT AND PRESS,

OF what use is it to the man who has to struggle six
days in the week to keep the wolf from the door, to go
to church on Sunday and hear a panegyric on Moses or
John the Baptist? He wants something to help him
over the hard places in his lot, to help him bear his
burdens and be faithful in his daily duties. He wants
encouragement, sympathy, inspiration. He asks for
bread, but receives astone, and goes away disappointed,
if not disgusted. “And thus the preacker who should
have come down upon human life as an angel charged
with a message from the secret places of the Most
High, becomes a mere chatterer of words, talking in an
unknown tengue” to men wko long for the living gos-
pel.—Pittsburg Christian Advocate.

Divorces are now more numerous in New England than
they were in France in the worst time of the French
Revolution. Taking the period of the Iast twenty years,
the divorces of Massachusetts have averaged one to

every thirty-six marriages, while for the last three
years the ratio has been one divorce to every twenty-
three marriages. The average ratio in Vermont for the
last eight or ten years has been one divpree to seven-
teen marriages, and in New Hampshire and Maine it
has been about the same, while in Rhode Island the
proportion is one divorce to fourteen marriages, and in
Connecticut one to eleven marriages. One divorce to
every twenty-three, seventeen, fourteen or eleven mar.
riages all over New England, Connecticut being the
loosest and lowest in the scale ! To the foregoing

humiliating figures add the hard faet, that while if
New England the actual number of marriages has very

much decreased within the last twenty years, notwith-
standing the increase of population, the divorce rate
has considerably more than doubled within the same
period. The nearer to the present date we bring the
figures the more startling they appear. In 1860 there
was in this State but one divoree to fifty-one marriages;
in 1878 there was one divorce to 21.4 marriages. At
this rate of demoralized legislation, it would not. be
difficult ‘to predict the time when marriages and di_
vorces will be about equal,—New York Evangelist.

The California Christian Advocate expresses the opin-
ion that “Sara Bernhardt and her illegitimate children
are a fair representation of the moral condition of the
theater. She is and has been in open revolt against
morality and decency, and yet is the most popular
actress in the world. Her abandoned character adds
to the enthusiasm of patrons on the stage. They like
all her acting on and off the stage.”

The Maine Christian Mirror calls attention to the
small number of additions to some of the stronger
churches in that State, which had able pastors dur.
ing the past year. Ten churches are named, with a
membership of from 100 to 400 each, which, altogether,

have received only twelve additional members during
the year, several having received none and others but
one. These churches, it says, represent about 1200
families and about 1500 Sunday-school children, so that
there has been but one addition out of 100 families and
out of the 125 Sunday-school children. At that rate
religion would become extinct in those communities in
two generations. Their only resource is “periodic re-
vivals.”

INDUCEMENTS I0 WORKERS.

To any person who will send us three new sub-
scribers to the S1GNS, we mail, post-paid, a package of
selected Tracts, 800 pages.

To the person sending us six new subscribers, we will
mail, free of cost, a copy of Geikie’s Life of Christ.

For ten new subscribers, your choice of Pilgrim’s
Progress, 12mo., illustrated, and richly bound; Cru-
den’s Complete Concordance; or the Works of Flavius
Josephus.

For fifteen new subscribers, your choice of Hand-
book of Bible Geography, Hand-book of Bible Man-
ners and Customs, or Barrow’s Sacred Geography.

For twenty-five new subscribers, Rollin’s Ancient
History in two royal octavo volumes.

Geikie’s Life of Christ, will be sent as premium to
each new subscriber whenever $2.10 is received. The
prizes offered to the canvasser will be sent post-paid.

Send in the names at once.

PUBLISHERS “ S16N8.”

Appointments.

THE State quarterly meeting of the California T. and
M. Society will be held at Napanext Sabbath and Sun.
day, Jan. 29 and 30. We hope to sce as general an at-
tendance of the directors and officers of the different
districts as possible, and especially the brethren of
Sonoma county, St. Helena, and Vallejo. Brn. Rice,
E. J. Waggoner, and W. C. White will be at the meet-
ing. Let us come, praying for the blessing of God,
that we may have his council, and know what we can
do to advance the work of the Lord. ,

M. C. IsraxL,
Vice Pres. T. and M. Society,

Business Bepartment.

BY a reference to the label on your paper, you will
readily see to what time you have paid your sub-
scription. Money received for the S16Ns will not be
receipted in the paper, as a change of figures on the
address Jabels will in all cases be a sufficient receipt.
If these changes do not appear in due time, or if books
ordered by mail are not received, notice should be
given. All other business will be acknowledged in this
column.

RECEIPTS.

CAL. CCNFERENCZ  Arbuckle church 4.10, Pacheeo 3.00, Oak'ard 6.20
Placerville 5.55, Petaluma 23.30, Red Bluft 239.45, Chico 64.76.

RESERVE FUND. John Woof $25.00,

TeNT FuNp. L M Whisby $10.00.

RECEIVED oN Accoust. NPT & M Soci ety $60.00.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, CAL., FOR THE

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS.

A twelve-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of the
Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Cc ming cf Christ, Harmony of
the Law and Gosyel, with Derartments devoted to Temperance, The
Home Circle, The Missionary Work, and the Sabbath-School.

PRICE PER YEAR, - . . :- - s 3 ¥ % $2.00
In clubs of five or more coples te one address, to be used for Mis-
sionary work, each - . - - = e = 3 1.50
Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

—OR——

REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, ELDER J. N. Louengorovair, Ravens.

Mich. wood, Shirley Road, Southampton,
Miss Er1zA THAYER, Secretary N. E England. ’
Tract Society, So Lancaster, Mass.| MRs. A. P. Vax Hor¥, Beaverton, Or..



