










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TOE SPIBIT• BOB•. 

Death's no more a dreamlesa sleep 
With a frightful waking, 

But a sonny sea, whose waves 
O'er life's shores are breaking; 

Each receding billow bears, 
From our mortal vision, 

Those whom God hath called to dwell 
In the fields Elysian. 

------------
THE SPIRIT-BORN. 

181 

WE are assured that the following poem wa8 dictated by 
RoBERT Socnu;v, from his home in the Spheres, '11iomas L 
Ilarris being the medium. How far the proce111 of infusion, in 
this case, was different from the ordinary inspirationa of genius, 
we may not infallibly know. We deem it poesible that all 
living thoughts are born in the soul from ita direct contact with 
the Angel-world. The insanity which darkened the last years 
of Southey's mortal life, and his introduction to Paradise, are 
indicated with great delicacy and poetic eft'ect.-ED. SBEJmiAJJ. 

Night overtook me ere my race was nm, 
And Mind, which ie the chariot of the Soul 

Whose wheels revolve in radiance like the 8UD, 

And utter glorious mU11ic, as they roll 
To the eternal goal, 

With sudden shock stood still. I heard the boom 
Of thunders; many cataracts seemed to pour 

From the ill\'isible mountains; through the gloom 
Flowed the great watere ; then I knew no more 

But this, that Thought was o'er. 

As one who, drowning, feels hie anguish cease, 
And clasps his doom, a pale but gentle bride, 

And gives his soul to Rlumber and sweet peace, 
Yet thrills when living shapes the wavee divide, 

And moveth with the tide. 
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So sinking deep beneath the unknown sea 
Of intellectual sleep, I rested there: 

I knew I was not dead, though soon to be, 
But still alive to love, to loving care, 

To sunshine and to prayer. 

And Life, and Death and Immortality, 
Each of my being held a separate part; 

Life there ae sap within an o'erblown tree; 
Death there as frost, with intermitting smart; 

But in the secret heart 
The sense of immortality, tbe breath 

Of being indestructible, the trust, 
In Christ, of final triumph over death, 

And spiritual blossoming from dust, 
And Heaven with all the just. 

The Soul, like some sweet flower-bud yet unblown, 
Lay tranced in beauty in its silent cell; 

The Spirit slept, bnt dreamed of worlds unknown, 
A.e dreams the crysalis within its shell, 

Ere Summer breathes its spell. 
But slumber grew more deep till .Morning broke, 

The Sabbath morning of the· holy skies, 
An Angel touc11ed my eyelids and I woke , 

A voice of tenderest love said, "Spirit, rise"­
I lifted up mine eyes. 

And lo I I was in Paradise. The beams 
Of morning shone o'er landscapes green and gold, 

O'er trees with star-like clusters, o'er the streams 
Of crystal, and o'er many a tented fold. 

A Patriarch-as of old 
Melchisedec might ha\·e approached a guest-­

Drew near 1Jle7 as in reverent awe I bent, 
And bade me welcome to the Land of Rest, 

And led me upward, wondering but content, 
Into his milk-white tent 

11 

...11 



ELEMENTS OF SPIRITUAL SOIENOE. 

BY 8. B. BBITTAB, 

CHAPTER VIlI. 

POWER OF ABSTRACTION. 

Tux capacity of the soul to withdraw itself tNm the eeneee, 
and the mental and physical efl'ects known to accompany the 
exercise of that power, will constitute the subject of the present 
chapter. All persons accU1tomed to reflection are conscious of 
being able to separate the mind, in some degree at loaet, from 
the sphere of outward sensation and action. The measure of this 
power varies as the peculiarities of original constitution are 
more or Iese favorable to its exercise, and is inert or operative 
according to the temperament, disposition, habits and general 
pursuits of the individual. Of tho nature of this power, and the 
magnitude of ita consequences, very few entertain an adequate 
conception. 

To be greatly distinguished in any department of thought, it 
becomes necessary that the theme should engross all the faculties 
of the mind; and this involves the necessity of their separation 
from other objects, and, in a degree, from the whole sphere of 
;;eneuous impressions. We may judge of the extent of the mind's 
abstraction from the body by the increasing insensihility to out­
ward objects and circumstances. In proportion as the soul is 
engaged by intemal realities, we lose the consciousness of 
external objects, and become insensible to impreaions on the 
physical organs. The statesman is lost in the midst of his pro­
found design; when oppressd with the nation's care, be heeds 
not the beauty that crowds the gilded avenues of fashionable 
life. The philosopher loses his own indi,·iduality in the deeper 
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consciouaneee of all that is around and above him. A.wed -.,. 
the sublime presence of Nature, standing anvailed betn. ... 
anguet minietere, and questioning her living 0111Clee, he ...._ 
no more the petty strifes of common men. Tbe poet ta cbumed 
in his reveries. Far away from earth and it& grc:>9lblll, ha We 
the puleee of a life more epiritaal and divine. AB ap11o 
magnetism separat.ee him from the world, and be 18 bonle ••1 
to other spheres, and worlds inviaible are dieeloeed to the 
entranced soul. 

It is only when man is thus separated from the earth-lite, t.hat 
the soul gives birth to its noblest creations, and realizee the 
divine in its ideal. The highest truths are only born in the 
hea,·ens. It is only when the sonl retires to the inmost, and 
receives ite impregnation from the forces of angelic life mid 
thought, that ite conceptions are truly spiritual and divine. 
When the mental energies are divided and diuipated ~ 
variety of outward objects, the mind makee no conquest&. ._ 
and darkne88 gather around the highest subject& ot human 
thought. Minds thus constituted and exercised ca'OSe a divbrg­
encc of the light that shines through them, while others ~ 
a mighty lensic power, under which all subjects become bmd­
nous ; the light of the mental world finds a focal concentration, 
aml the soul bums up the very gro88Jless and darkneee which 
ohr;tructed its vision. In all things the intensity of action le 
dependent on the accumulation of forces. The various agenta in 
N aturo are rendered potent by the processes necesaary to t!IOD.­

ct>ntrate their virtues. Archimedes, the groat geometrician of 
antiquity, destroyed a Roman fieot, more than two thousand 
years ago, setting it on fire by the glasses with which he concen­
trated the sun's rays. 'Vhen the electric medium is eveiywhere 
ec1ually diffused, its power is neutralized and we are insensible 
111' its presence; but when powerfully concentrated, it often rends 
the dal'ke.st cloud, and reveals to us the glory of the heavens 
heyontl. Thus, when the mental forces converge, we become 
aware of the mind's power; the clouds that vailed the deepeet 
problems of nature, hreak and. paRS away, and amid the illumi­
nated my8tcrics we follow the kindling soul by its track of 1lre ! 

Those who are profoundly abstracted, arc magnetized by the 
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~ Not so.eraly u n ~ble ran.-, 1>11$ rMhtr II a 
IOlemR .od beaatifal realii7 •do- IW8 ent.enaill ud ..,_. .. 
&hoaglat. &me higher U.tema--~ tbe J'llP'.oal•nJ ha 
eu1h, ~ " •wtlla witht -4 beoclm11 a part; el, tho lai0 ite 
In the abarmed holll'I-whaa we are able to .retire hm the chill 
aphere of groellW life, we &biDk molt deepl1 and trD17. Only 
when earthly eo..i. &1'6-huh.ed, wUll eanbl.f ,I08llet pw diui 
and then in.viliible, do we aaoen4 to the bigheH. hlaven of 
thought. Oommunion with external nature; the inveatiption 
of her interior laws ; the conaciouen888 of the still higher spiritual 
realitiea that awround 111, and. t2ae 10ul'1 true ~Pt are the 
subjects and exercises beat adap!led t.o induce this atate of miDd. 
When wholly absorbed with the material objects and event.a of 
time, the mind ia fettered in its thought. Obained down to earth 
by a mat.erial magt!etiam, it is difticult t.o rile above the crunped 
plane of anificial ~ For this reason the mind'• noWeet monu­
ments have ever been wrought out from invieible worlds, where, 
vailed forever, are the sources of ita higheet inspiration. 

Certain pUl'8uita requke ~t concentration of mind ; bat it ia 
readily granted that others are moat eucceeafully proaecuted by 
those who are capable of exercising a kind of mMtal diJftwioR. 
The greatest intemi&y and power are exhibited when the 'JJMIUal 
energies concenter. I would not speak disrespectfully of any 
class of minds, nor designedly undenaluo the feeblest effort, if 
well intended; but among the ~lied im-c&ical men-the men 
who know how t.o make money, and t.o keep itJ.....4here ia an 
unbecoming di&PQ&ition to ridioule, aa mere dreuaen, all Who 
entertain an ideal that transcends the dusty walks of vulgar 
life. It is conceded that those who pnrsue some miscellaneous 
bU8i11ee&-the man who sells goods and the writer of short it.oms 
for the newspaper-would accomplish comparatively little, it 
given t.o pl'Ofound mental abstraction, 1ince the euccesaful dis­
charge of their respective duties is made to depend on the 
facility with which the mind p88888 Crom one object to another. 
But however indispensable this faculty may be to the man of the 
world, it ie seldom &B10Ciated with the creative energy of 
!1.Clmowledged geni~ or the vut compreheaai"8B8118 of the real 
philosopher. The class denominated practical men, may be 

4:9 
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atD of @ftl8t. "'8earch and careful obeervation; bn dt91 _. 
neither distinguished for an intuitive pereepUon of 'trata,..,,.. 
profound ud independeat ihou~ Their philoeophy1 it .,. 
have any, is generally fragmentary and 111pericial. Seldem • 
aev.- admitt.ed into close oommunion vith the hiddm priJlaiplM 
of Nature, they are chieft.y qualified to not.ice her outwal 
e~:reeelou, while it is ginn to other minda to rae:aiN • 
aublime oracles. ThDI it would seem to be the peeuliar ptOYiw 
of one elaae to obaerve and record; of the other, to re.- ad 
create. 

Among the decomposing agenta in Nature mar be juatly eom• 
prehended a certain cl&88 of minds, gifted with peculiar po,.... 
of analysis, and holding a kind of hereditary mastery mer tb8 
great realm of litue things. Theee are often alaarp ~ bid 
seldom, indeed, has one been a great poet, a profound philoloo 
pher, or a comprehensive historian. To this claal of minda the 
Universe is not ONE, but a disorderly aggregation of~ 
forms and distinct entitica, sustaining no very intimate relatiou. 
Another, and as we conceive, a far higher power is Decml&J'1 ia 
grouping the disorganized elements, so as to form them into new 
and living creations. It requires but an ordinary memc.I 
student and a scalpel to dissect a body that only Goel ooald 
create . 

.Many of our practical men appear to be materialist., what. 
ever they may be in fact or in their own estimation. They .,.., 
properly esteem the cultivation of potatoee and the groWth ot 
cotton as matters of uni versa! concern ; but the production ot 
ideas and the culture of the soul are deemed to be inteJ'elltin& 
chiefly to divines, metaphysicians, and the fraternity ofdreamtn. 
Theso inveterate utilitaTians estimate ~U things-not even u­
cepting the grace of God and the min.atry of the ~bJ 
their capacity to yield an im.meiliate practical result-a rent& 
that may bo included in the next inventory. The genuine me 
of Prometheus is worthless, except it will supply the place of 
fud; and tho Muses, are they not all fools, unless Parna8811a be 
made a ()()1•11-fidd ! Such views, however prevalent, ban not 
the power to enlist those who are greatly distinguished for inti• 
pendent thought anu supersen1mal attainments. The maa al 
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inmitive nature would rather be numbered with dresmell, dia 
loee light of hi& immortalit1. 

Not only the noblest thought& are evolm i1l aeuou of great 
ment.al abstraetion, b1at the mind ia made t.o feel a cleeper con. 
acioumeu of ita relationa t.o the invisible, aad is rendered mom 
auaceptible to the influence of spiritual nah1re8. Fastiag and 
uceticiam materially aid in th.is retirement of the eom from tht 
eensea. The ancient Prophets and Seers were aceutomed tct 
seek the wildemeaa, or some lonely mountain, when they would 
invoke the spiritual presence. Moses withdrew from the idola­
trous multitude into the Mount, where, 8Ul'l'Ounded by 'the 
sublimitiee of Nature and the majesty of Jehovah, he receiti!ld 
the Law. It was when the Prophet bowed hill head and covered 
his face with his mantle, shutting oat from his 8ellleB the lm­
preuin symbols of the tempest and the fuoe, t.hat the " still 
small voice'' obtained an utterance in hie soul. Obrist found in 
the desert solitude the spiritual strength which earthly compan­
ionship could not aft'ord. Protracted fasting, a home in the 
wilderness, and silent communion with the Spirit..woi'ld, served 
to diminish hie aueceptibility to mere physical auJrering, and to 
render him strong in spirit and mighty to endure hie trial. The 
ancients seem to have been deeply conecioUB of the tact, that 
retirement from the world was necessary to the highest fnnctiom 
of the spirit, and to all the noblest triumphs of mind. Hence 
the Patriarchs planted groves as places of worship, and prefe!'l'ed 
to perform their religious rites on the summit.a of lofty mount.aim. 
The Druids, who were held in the greatest veneration by the 
ancient Britons and Gauls, coneecrated the most deeolate ecenes 
in nature to the purposes of their religion, and to the education 
of their youth, who were required to retiro into caves and th~ 
deepest reee88C8 of the f'orest, sometimes for a period of twenty 
years. Manifestly, all these diecemed the shadow of the same 
great law, and aought to quicken and invigorate the soul by 
withdrawing it from the acenee of ite earthly life. 

Since the mind may govem the distribution of the forces or 
vital motion, it is but natural that all the ftuid&-and more 
especially that refined anra which pervades the nervous system, 
and is the agent of ita mysterious functio~hould recede from 
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the eVernal surfaces of the body, whenever die mind ii-~ 
abatracted. If, in the order oC the uni vane, mind be ·~­
matter, we are authorized to presume that the latter ii ot ..._.,. 
eity aubjeet to the former. That mind it an evar aadve ~ 
ILPd that matter, aeparately considered, is inert and deed.toie ol 
the power of motion, is illustrated by the various phtnomeaa 
which spl'in8 from their most intimate reWiona. In propoidoa; 
therefore, as the mind ia abstrao~ the senaational medba111 
must be withdrawn from the extremities of the nerves, ud the 
natural BU1Ceptibility of the organs be temponUily. l'lllp9Ddect. 
But we are not neeesaarily confined to the argument. a pNJrl in 
the illnstration of our proposition. Facte, cognizable b7 die 
aensee, are disclosed to the observation of all, and theee lead • 
to the same general concluaion. It is well known that wheneftr 
a state of mental abstraction is induced, it serve& to deaden tJae 
sensibility to pain, and to diminish the consciousnesa of outward 
danger. When all the powers of the soul are engroeaed wftia 
some one great object or idea, no room ia left for the i.ntnWOA 
of thought.a or purposes of inferior moment. Then earth aiUl 
time, with their gilded treasures and empty honors, are diwe­
garded, and in our transfiguration we forget that we are mortal. 

It can not be necessary to cite a great number of fact.a in ~ 
connection. Yet illustrations of the principle are acattered 
.through all history. The martyrs of Liberty and Religio11, 
whose shout.a of victory and songs of triumph have risen abo99 
tl1e discord of war or been heard amidst the crackling fagota 
at the stake, show bow regardless mortals are of danger, how 
almost insensible to pain is man, when the soul is fired by • 
holy enthusiasm, and all it.a powers consecrated to a eacred 
cause. But not in these pww.its alone do men experience thl• 
deadening of the extemal senses. All persons of att«Uow Aa'Mla 
are conscious of a similar loss of physical sensibility, whenever 
the mind is profoundly occupied. Some men poseess this power 
of abstraction in a very remarkable degree; and persona of tbia 
class have often been greatly distinguished for their boldneae 
and originality of thought. Mr. A. J . Davis bas long beea 
accust-Omed to exercise thls power. When lost in bis int.ernal 
meditations, he is outwardly insensible-at least apparently-
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90 that when addressed in the moat commanding YOice, he 
remains undiaturlicd. Charles W. Lawnmce bu auch a powet 
over the agent or &ensation in hia own body, tfiat, lty the mere 
force or his will, he is able to produce a temporarr parat,..U, 
a."ld hence, for the time being, to render himself ihsensfble to 
pain. A gentleman, known to many of our readers, has on 
several ocaasion&, and while addressing an audience, experienced 
an abnormal quickening of the f'acultles or his mind, accompa­
nied with a correeponding lo88 of sensation, so that all forms of 
persons and other objects within the range of his vision, were 
gradually obliterated. While under the in!uence of this spell, 
he loses all consciousness of time and place, and Speab with far 
more than his accustomed ease and power. 

That ment.al abstraction diminishes physical eensibillty, and 
renders the mind indifferent to outward objects, and even 
regardless of the body, is forcibly illustrated in the case of 
Archimedes of Syracuse, to whom we have already referred. 
When his native city was besieged '11d taken by the Romans, 
Metellus, their commander, desired to spare the life or this dis­
tinguished man; but, in the midst of the conflict, a soldier 
entered his apartment and placed a glittering swQrd to his throat. 
The great geometrician was engaged in the solution of a problem, 
and so deeply absorbed that ho remained calm and unawed by 
the certain prospect of death. "Rold," said he, "but for one 
moment, and my demonstration will be finished f" But the 
soldier seeing a box, in which Archimedes kept bis inatruments, 
and thinking it contained gold, was unable to resiat the tempta­
tion, and killed him on the spot. 

In conclusion, I must speak briefly of the dangera incidental 
• to the exorcise of this power. While a just observance of the 

principle under discussion must impart a divine quickening to 
the soul, history has recorded many melancholy examples of its 
perversion to the most painful and fatal end.a. So great is the 
power of mind over the body, that portions of the animal econ<1-
my are sometimes paralyzed by i~ action. Constant exercise 
of mind, without the use of the sellSC8, not only tend.a to with­
draw the circulating medium of the nervous system from the 
external surfaces, but, of' necessit~·, renders the health and lif'I.! 
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of the body insecure. Intense thought, if long contfnaec!; ~ 
oecaaion an undue determination of the vital forces and 11ai& fq 
the brain, and thne produce congestion or some derangemeiu Of 
the 8'culties. The conditions of mind and body, which caae a 
temporary 5uspell8ion of sensation, may, if greatly pto~ 
preclude the restoration of the physical !unction. We bave 
kno'Wll several authors who have prematurely lost the seme of 
hearing, as we believe, from this cause. 

But there are other dangers not less fatal to peraonal uefb]. 
ness, and far more destructive to the interests of society. Thia 
disposition t.o withdraw from the world has prompted many to 
neglect the ordinary duties of life. Not a few have boon tempted 
to fty from all civilized society, and have spent their livee in 
caves and mountains, away from the ills which they had not the 
manhood to moot. It is a morbid alienation of reason, with a 
~ickly disgust of life and all temporal interests, that leads to 
these extremes. Neither Nature nor the spirit of Divine wiad(>JD 
can be the incentive to action, when men thus disregard their 
relations to this world, and treat the gifts of God and the bleaa­
i ngs of earth with pious scorn. 

The asceticism t.hat prevailed in the early church, and the 
t~orporeal infiictions that men in different ages bave voluntan!J' 
~uft'ered, witness to us how sadly the noblest powers and privilege. 
may he perverted. 'Think of old Roger Bacon, the Anchoret. 
lie lh·cd two years in a hole nnder a church wall, and at lat, 
dug his own grave with bis finger-nails; and all that be might 
escape from the world, and show bis contempt for physical nf­
fering I And Simeon Stylites, distinguished among the Ascetics 
as the renowned pillar-saint, what a martyr was he!* Thel'e 
may be no more like these, but there arc, yet in the :fteeh, many 
victims of their own melancholy whims, men whose disgust or 
this laboring world proceeds from a love of indolence and a 

• Simeon Stylitee wu a oati•e of Syria. He liYed during a period of'.thilt.J­
eeYen yeare on the top of a pillar, ~dually increuing U. high& u be Mame 
lean in body and sublimated in eoul, until be obtained the elefttioa. oorporeel 
and spiritual, of 10me lirty ftet. Raving progres11ed to this 111blime •lde9&. be 
acquired a great reputation as an oracle, aod became the bead of a leCto lbll 
biltory of which can be di9tinctJy traced for more than 500 yean. 
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fondness for dreaming ; gifted souls whose miaaion ia uot to 
labor-gifted with visions in arm-chain, viaiona of eue projectecl 
from their own bra.ins -and who, if only their uaefnlDeee ia to 
be considered, might as well follow the example of the Engliah 
monk. 

Let every friend of progress guard against .fauat.iciml, Uld 
wisely exerciae his tacultiee, that his work may be accompliahed, 
and the world be made better for his having lived. 

TRIBUNALS OF CONCILIATION. 

BY D. 11'xAno11, .JB. 

Iii our Republic, the legal profe88lon possesses the power of 
doing good or evil to an incalculable extent. lt.e inftuence 
ramifies throughout tho arteries of society. Our judicial and 
most of our executive and administrative officere, and many of 
our legislaton, are lawyers. Moch of OW' aocial happiness 
depends upon their education and moral charact.er. Yet the 
infiuencee surrounding the advocate at the present day tepd to 
force him into an antagonism to the tl'Ue society. His positiou 
is probably more hostile to the advancement of his fellow-men, 
than either of the other ll0-6tyled leamed professions. These 
influences all tend to deter him from the office of a peace-maker, 
from harmonizing interests and the pa.esione of his fellow-men, 
and from cheeking the avaricious pursuit of gain. 

From which of these influences, in the main, does this arise r 
Is it from hie natural depravity, the studies which nt him for hie 
avocation, or from any thing that is extrinsic to the doctrines 
be is taught I A moment's consideration will furnish us with 
what we believe to bo the trne answer. It is because hie emoh1-
ment.e depend upon the spirit of litigation which may exist in 
hie particular sphere, and the extent to which that may be 
developed. Now if hie position be altered so that his emolu· 
ment8 depend upon his profeeaional services as a conciliator, 
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we apprehend that he will be inftuenced town whal 1N Pflll" 
ceivo to be his true sphere or action. 

We may de6ne the true functions of t1ae advocate &o ~ 
]udicial ; second, arbitrational ; and third, the l~e, 
would act in a judicial capacity when called upon to ~ 
abatract principles of law, which are to regalate, not Iba.~ 
of men, but the noble pureuite of *he human int.el1ect ib.t ctDtjj 
is arbitrational when he oft'en himself aa a cone11.iator, pneni1 
umpire, or referee, to settle differences among men. .And it la 
legislative when he, with a spirit of prescience, forms lawa .. 
institutions for the exaltation and dignity of labor, the regaoylJ 
of in.ftuences to vice and crime, and for the leverage of dMt 
wheel of progress. But we do not propose, in the p~nt arti~ 
to con8ider him in any other light than that of the arbitrator or 
conciliator. 

It may be demanded, and with some force, too, bow ~ 1oa 
alter human nature 1 Ilow can you prevent people of Ii~ 
temper, when they are injured, from resorting to the law1 ol 
their country for redress? Ilow can you prevent the adv~ 
from siding with the longest purse, and from acting for hia cliStt 
in a way which tl1e stoical philosophy of 'Paenatius aW1 alao ot 
Cicero 11as approved 1 We answer, by simply laying before the 
advocate and before the suitor some facts and reaaoninp devel­
oping what may be their true interei;ts. Were I to aay to. a 
lawyer, do good i do not wrong any one ; acfrise your cllat to 
the right; do not persecute his adversary; would I not be met 
with ' tha answer, we do all that, and yet these things aia1 
Yes; you do what is the letter of the law, and of the itoieal 
philosophy-you are the personation of your client, yet 1011 

would scorn to act the part of the criminal or the pel.'8eC1if.or. 
But in the judgment of the great First Cause, are 1ou in fhi 
right path 1 are you the peace-maker t H you are not, it ia 
probably not so much your fault, as it is the fault of' the state of 
11ociety in which you live, and that exists from a vitiated state of 
puhlic sentiment on the subject of legal reform. 

We hava around us a panoply of judges, advocate8, did°'*" 
getw.Y-the fonnula and majesty of the law and the e<>Ul'.ta, an4 
yet we spend ninetcnths of our time on forms ; that is, aettllng 
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what is the otBce or a pleading; what is inelevan' and red11D· 
dant ; what is the practice ; and at\er litigating through die 
round of the tribunals, we at laet, perbape, arrive at the fttM, 
and then, ronooth, the nitor is not as well off m morali and in 
fortune, as when' he commenced. We would rather hi.\'e the 
couervat.i&m or fifty y~ ago than the legal reform 18 at pres­
ent tmdMetOod. The forms and ceremonies, and the practical 
operations of that period, tautological and peeuliar though they 
may have been, were undel'ltood, while our pl'89ent legal reform 
eoneiets of the simplification "f the practice, so that every one, 
of " common understanding, may know what is intended ;" and 
after the courts have spent fifty yean in aettling the thousand 
questiona which the art or finesse of lawyen now moot, we will 
find ounelvce at the starting poin~will have been moving in a 
circle. Such reform is but novelty, mere change; it is bot 
deepening or clearing out the channel of the human passions. 

The bappinese of society does not depend upon retribution, or, 
as your reformer would have it, joatice; we have no doubt ic 
depends upon its opposite, forbearance. Society ia a,eomprot'n.iee, 
wherein members of the social bod1 do yield up portiona of their 
natural rights, to tho intent that they may the more perfectly 
enjoy the remainder. So ought social differencee to be oompro-­
miecd when aQ indnlgencc in them leads to strife. 

TI1e true legal reformer conciliates ; he desires to end strife, 
for the Divine principle of I.On is the spring and ultimate or 
hie reforms. Now it we can show it to be the interest of the 
advocate and of the suitor to end this strife, and to act in a for­
bearing and conciliating way, we think we shall establish oor 
position. How then can we do this t Let 08 inquire of the 
suitor, suppose we settle yoor dift"erence with your fellow-man 
in a speedy and harmonious manner, and without ordinary 
forms and cost.a of a court ; would you not be willing to employ 
and compensate an advocate to represent your grievances, and 
secure an acknowledgment of your right.at Can there be a 
doubt as to the rational and probable answer to this queetion? 
and does not the decision goaranteo to the advocate that his pro-­
fe88ion is necessary, and may be honorably plll'lued I 

On the other band, let 08 inquire of the advocate, aappoee 
50 
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you found that your businesa increaaed rapid!J t.f ~ ,._ 
client'a dUfenmcee determined without form w oenmcm,.; ia• 
week, instead of a year, would you not adriae blm t.o ........ 
comae, and would you not endeavor to eonciliate uad hanaanGn 
you.r client with bia adversary I Would rou DOt drop ,_. 
fineese, your chicanery, and honestly 1trike at the plda ol .. 
Cf>ntroveny, and have it decided I We miatake h'IUD88 --. 
if the reply would not be in the affirmative. How, tbma, Je• 
this to be accomplished t We anawer, by eet&bliabing ec8fa 
of conciliation. Mankind at the present have a honor ol .. 
tathomleae abyaa of the law; but circumstancee compel ihem to 
resort to iL Yet ninetenths of the litigation which now ~ 
pies our colll't8, is the result of a want of sufficient clisoretioa .. 
the commencemenL Men heated by their litigio11.1 pamiOm; 
desire legal strife, and lawyers, because it is for their in'-'t; 
pander to this desire. But if you can dense a court or triball 
wherein they must stand for a few moments-we &peM &pnr 
tively-before they enter the dim portals of the law, it pr. 
them time for reflection-to regain their senees--and thq will 
generally desire to have their differences determined b1 ibll6 
tribunal, because it will be for their interest to do eo. And if 
such tribunals establish no other good result, they would .._ 
much in properly directing that motive-power by which maa 
can, if he will, move the world. 

Some prescient mind, no doubt infiuenced by the neceeeitJ Ir 
imch tribunals, in 1846, caused to be inserted in the Oonat.mt­
tion of the State of New York, a provision that Court.a ol 0... 
ciliation might, from time to time, be established, the judgJlMida 
i>f which would be binding, whenever the suitors agreed on 1111>­
mitting their differences to the decision of such trihu.nalil; Uld ill 
1 R49 the codifiers of the practice, in their third report, preeentecl 
a synopsis of such a court for legislative action. The legislature, 
l1owevcr, was not ripe for it, and it stands ll8 yet not enacted. 
~\s this synopsis presents the general features of a court of ~ 
ciliarion, we will now allude to it. 

It provided that any person having a claim ~et another, 
arising from any of the causes mentionea in the Ac~ upon aen­
ing a citation upon his adversary, or upon going voluntaril7 
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with him before the jndge of conciliation, might atate hit oom­
plaint or difference to the judge, who should hear it, and their 
explanations, and then int'onn them of their relative right.a and 
duties, and endeavor to reconcile their dift'erencea. Where­
upon, if a reconciliation be had, a minute should be made, and 
signed by the partiee, the same to be the final termination of the 
matter in controversy, and judgment may or may not be ren­
dered, as the parties agree. 

It may be objected to this, that the eyetem ia voluntary, and 
would not eft'ect any thing, bec&uae suitol"B would not, in the 
first instance, agree to submit to the decision of the comt of 
conciliation. That principle of volition we deem to be the 
necessary element of it.a success. People, without being com­
pelled, now often arbitrate their ditferencea rather than reeort 
to the law. The Chamber of Commerce in the City of New 
¥ ork, settles speedily and amicably among the merchant.& a 
thousand cauaee of difference in a year, which otherwise 
would be put into the shape of a legal controverey. Man is 
rational and confiding ; he likes to be reasoned with, and 
would have faith in his neighbor. Every man knows some 
worthy citizen to whom he would be willing to leave any of hie 
right.s for decision. Man, moreover, delight& in any thing that 
is left to his pleasure, hie will, and his honor. 

We can refer, in support of the voluntary position, to the 
example of these court.& in the St.ate of Denmark, wherein they 
were eet.abliehed in the year 1795. In 1843, in that country, 
there were 81,838 caees brought before courts of conciliation, of 
which 21,519 were det.ermined, and the parties submitted to the 
judgments. Only 299 were postponed, and 9,52'1 were referred 
to the ordinary tribunals of jnstice, of which but 2,817 were 
prosecuted. 

This is a most beautiful example, and one illustrative of a 
state of intelligence and independence in the Danes, for which 
we were hardly prepared. At the present time, they are the 
freest people in N ortbem Europe. 

Now, in recommending conrt.s of conciliation, it will be pel'­
ceived that we do not propose to do away entirely with the 
ordinary tribunals of justice. We only mean to resort to the 
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latter u rarely aa poasible. H we auppoee that the laW8 tbr dae 
eollection of simple contract debt.a were abolished, and that all 
l)ther ciril cauaea of dift"erence should, in the fint iDltlulce, be 
referred to th'1 tribunals of conciliation, we then b&Te tor the 
oow1a of juatice the trial of criininal oft'enae&, and of neh _.. 
as are aent to them by the tribunals of conciliation. This, dam. 
leavee the court& of juatiee to their true vocation, that of.,_ 
mining abstract questions of legal righ~ constitutiooal ~hertr. 
and to tl1e prevention of crime. 

Having thn& discuB&ed tltie subject, let U8 for a moment tUe 
a prescient Yiew of the future of a country whercjn the )anti fs 
distributed to the landless, w11ere laws for the collection of mm 
contract debts are abolished, tho hangman's oflice nnkncrtrnt ad 
where all administrative, executive, and legislative oftleera -.. 
elected by tl1e people, and wherein free trade and tribnnak at 
conciliation exist. Such a country would witne88 aJl uemplil­
cation of the GoLDEK AoE. Ten years under the practical ~ 
ation of theae reforms, would advance our nation to the hlghtlt 
pitch of earthly happiness yet attained by man. EYery cimm 
would sit under his own vino and fig-tree, and clothe himeell in 
the beautiful fabrics which an unshackled commerce wo1lld 
enable him to obtain. He would cultivate his own family eoiJ ; 
he would call for an economical administration of the govern.. 
ment, because of the direct taxes he would have to pa7; ha 
would meet hie adversary by the way, and agree with him 
quickly; and, in fine, drink in deep draughts from the t'omltaia 
of peace ; and, filled with the S}lirit of celestial love, he w0Bl4 
be fitted to enjoy the manifold bounties which the great and 
benign Firet Oause has so liberally bestowed. 

Such would be the fruit.a of these reforms, and out of the 
chaotic m&88 of progressive elemcu~s would be fashioned the 
beautiful t.emple of Truth, wherein all men would delight to 
worship, and receive the leeeons of.divine wisdom. 

Aronse thyself, sordid advocate, and come fonh from tlut 
slough of selfishness I Gaze on this picture, and respond to dae 
searching inquiry-Is not all tltls happineee preferable to the 
hellish discord that reigns around thee 1 And tell me, fa -' 
thy brother's weal thine own 1 



SOUL WAKING. 

To S. B. BB11TAN1 Edilm of t!M SAe~: 
DEA.a Sm: After relating, in presence of a company of friends, 

a portion of my earlier experience of Spiritual Manilestationa in 
the form of a remarkable vision, which occurred to me aome 
eighteen years since, you solicited a record of the same for pubo 
lication. I now proceed to comply with your requeet; but before 
beginning the narrative, allow me to preface it with a few re­
marks on the utility of' personal experiences in general. 

Although the experience of no one person can be identical 
with that of any other person, and, therefore, can never serve 
as a hruide for another, yet there is a grand point or principle 
im·olved in the spiritual experience of every individual, which 
commends even it.a simplest narrative to the attention of all earn­
est minds. That point or principle is, tM rcvelatWn. of a higkr 
Ufe fA> tlu indimduaJ, C<>n8Cfqu~neM. Each new narrative goes to 
swell the "cloud of witneases" who testify of this most momen· 
tons fact in the career of human development, and adds another 
member to the vast communion of that higher life. 

Without this personal revelation, it is impossible for any one 
to come forth from the darkness and dominion of mere sensuous 
existence into the light and liberty of true life; because sensuous 
existence, in whole and in part, is but an inverse reflection of 
the true or spiritual life. It ia well known bow groeely we are 
misled by the senses in relation to planetary motion-the 
merely sensuous conception being the exact reverse of the truth 
-as in the relative movement of our earth and the sun. So, 
also, in relation to all truth, the sensuous penon occupies an 
inverted position. All hie maxims, morals, and principles of 
nction are bnt so many inverse reflections of truth. Tell tho 
merely sensuous man of the ble88ednen to be experienced from 
a frank forgiveness of some offender who has done him a gross 
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injury, and he will treat yoor suggestions with inaredality, It 
not contempt; because he has never been a conscioaa nciplea& 
or the spirit of forgh•eness-which is mercy, clemen91, ~ 
nese-the all-pervading spirit of the univerae--the spirit ot e.d. 
And because he has not been conscious of the existence al •Clh 
a spirit, he has not yet "entered into life," but has been taft7hag 
in its outer courts, the senses. He find& delight in l"effDge rat.her 
than in forgiveness; and, in every other action, hie modeof'pro­
cedure is alike inverted. 

But, wit.h a revelation of spiritual existence, we may maie 
our exodus ftom this worse than Egyptian bondage, and enter 
into the true life-not in a moment, as is imagined by a aennoaa 
theology-but gradually, through many successive atagee, marked 
by all the vicissitudes which lie between birth and maturity. 
The spiritual man must also pass through the stages of inlanctJ, 
childhood, and adolescence, to complete manhood ; and i• Ida 
progress he must encounter the se,·erest conflict8, for the IM!ftlllal 
will not accept the rule of the spiritual, without rebellion ud a 
terrible strife. Without such conflicts, the full powers ol gauiae 
manhood are not evoked, and can not be called into active lllirl'I'" 
cise. Without them we can not be free. The field of dMe 
conflicts lies between the present race of professing Chri&Wma 
and that eternal rest, conceniing which they have hitherto had 
but the most fant.astic dreams-a field wherein they will be 
thoroughly purified from all aspirations after indolent eue, 
whether in this world or any other, as constituting tho basis of 
heavenly joys. 

Knowing, then, as I do, that the Spiritual :Manifestations of 
onr day are thus opening up the way from a false to a true life, 
I most cheerfully cast into the common treasury of evidanoe 
upon this subject the following relation of facts: 

A VISION. 

Eighteen years ago, having attained the age of thirty-two, 
1dthout any definite t'aith in the immortality of man, I became 
t11e subject of a memorable ,-ision, which brought the evidence 
1)t' t>piritual existence home to my most external sensee. The 
"ision occurred while I was thoroughly awake, and wu ot t\all 
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five houn duration, commencing about el8V8D o'elock at Bight, 
and eoDti.ouing till Dearly daylight the nut ~· 

On the night of the vision, I bad juat retired to bed, in ordi­
nary health, after having performed. a full day's work at my uaaal 
occnpatiou, when I eommouced reviewmg my previous coUIM 
oC life-the frequent journeJ • I bad pemrmed in moving from 
plaoe to place ; and saggetting to myaelt' the propriet1 of be­
coming settled somewhere, and eatabliebi.Dg myself in a ~ 
nent home. Pursuing this train of thought, I wu 1urpriaed t.o 
hear the suggestions of my mind correctly replied to in a die­
tinct and audible voice, as if by a person standing near my bed. 
Without the leaa emotion of alarm at such a novel occUJ'l'ence, 
I continued to make further soggestious and inquiries, to each 
of which I received aat.iafactory respon.aea in an audible, friendly, 
and even aft'ectionate tone oC voice. I was convinced that the 
voice was a spiritual one, but it did not once occur to me to 
associate its tone and aooent with any person, either living or 
dead, whom I had ever known. The apparently disinterested 
friendship and superior int.elligence displayed in the replies, in.,. 
spired me with the utmost confidence, and determined me to 
seek to learn something from my unseen instructor. Accord­
ingly, after a series of" questions and answers, I uked if the 
Christian religion is trne 1 'This question seemed to grieve my 
invisible friend, and cause him to withdraw his presence without 
deigning a reply. I reflected that I should have known that the 
Christian religion was true, without aaklng, because I could see 
its peaceful fruits in the lives of some of my friends, and could 
contrast them with the discordant results of athei8Dl in others 
of my acquaintance; and I concluded within myself that the 
Christian religion is true. .My unseen friend then returned, and 
my mind recurring to the various religious sects and creeds, I 
asked, what does tho Christian religion teach I The reply was, 
"Do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God." I 
recollected to have beard these words preached from, and tu 
have read them myselt~ and they seemed very just and true; but 
now their significance had a fullness and power that I bad never 
known. I can expreM their effect upon me only by saying that 
I wasfilkd/ull of a seiue of their omnipotent power. In thia 
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fr&mo of mind I reJUained eome time in reHMntW aW& • •rJa 
the contemplatiob of what I had beard, when at length 1,..,... 
a 8ell8&tion as of Elysium, spreading 01'9!' and penac1ilat .._,. 
6ber of m1 system, and at tho same tUne heard Mher ~ • 
if a company of pcnons approached. I soon reeognhled tlile 
familiar tone and accent of my deeeued mother ad ..,,... 
others of my departed relatives and friends-, aa wWI M IMBe 
who •ere atiTI living in this world. They addreaaed me, Gile at 
a time, and each in a cheering and consoling manner. A-., 
them were a brother and sist.er, who died in intaney; theae II.a 
the prattling, pretty, lisping speech of children, and were~ 
striving with each other as to which shO'llld int apealc.to me; 
and while the sweet strife continued, little :Mary uid, "Do fet 
me sing to him the song of Love Divine." After MCh oae ti 
the company bad given some kind meaaage, they ntmML I 
seemed to be left alone, when a voice different from any al 1ille 
others, inquired if I would like to have a view of heane t I 
usented, and, looking forward, I beheld as it were a cmtaia 
drawn aside, and before me was a sort of amphitheater, of m. 
definit.e extent, and a multitude of people with happy, •Jrinhtg 
faces, some sitting and some standing, but all looking toward 
me. They seemed to have just concluded some musical J8" 
formance; and were about to retire when they beheld me; andt 
after a moment's silent contemplation, many voices in the .,..... 
bly cried out, " Keep him I keep him I" and the ecene instantly 
closed. 

While contemplating what had just passed, I beard a TOice 
saying, "Yon will now behold the bottomless pit t' and nddfllll7 
I was enveloped in thickest darkness, and the bed on which I 
lay seemed to be sin.king. At the first, I had the consciOWtW 
of being attended by a friendly guide, but as I descended I Mt 
myself alone, and an emotion of horror seized me, such u ean 
not be described. Hideous forms of wild beasts and reptilee 
appeared on the sides of the dark abyss, ana I cried out in sup­
plication for delivery. Still I descended, until below me I saw 
dense clo.uils of smoke, with their black edges illumined by a 
glare of livid light, and from beneath I heard voice& o( angry 
railing and vituperation, the tones and accents of which were 
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familiar to my ear, as belonging to unhappy persona whom I bad 
formerly mown. At this point, my horror becomin1 BO intense, 
I sprang from the bed, and fell prostrate upon my face on the 
1loor, crying aloud, in an agony of despair, "How shall I escape 
this torment f" In an inataDt there appeared before me a lumi­
nous cross, with a death-head and cr011-bones at the foot of it, 
causing me to suddenly spring upon my feet, and to exclaim, 
'' Death Mid tA. .R.urrec/Mm I" which I u.ndentood as a reap,oDSe 
to my despairing cry. 

At this moment, a friend occupying an adJoining room, who 
had listened for some time to my diatress, came in with a light, 
and the scenes of that µiemorable .night were ended. During 
the whole of the vision, I was coDBcious of being in my own 
room, and of all external objects. Ky outward senses were in the 
fullest activity. I was not startled or aroused by the approach 
of my friend, for bis first tap at the door was 88 well under­
stood 88 if I had been expecting his arrival. 

This was the commencement of my experience in spiritual 
manifestations, eighteen years ago. Since that time they have 
been frequent and varied in aspect, so that the recent spiritual phe­
nomena throughout the country failed to excite either alarm or in­
credulity in my mind, as they have done and are doing to many 
good people, and especially those in good stancling in our churches. 
As to what I believe to be the significance of the vision, you have 
it briefty stated in the foregoing prefatory remarks. The two 
opposite scenes of the vision represent the two confilcting.phasea 
of life-the first, tl1e internal or spiritual; the second, the external 
or sensual. And I would here add, in conclusion, that thoae 
who have experienced no confilct between theee two aspects of 
life, have not yet entered upon tho career of progress toward a 
state of everlasting rest; and all I have to say to such in thi1 
connection is, may the spirits rap, and write, and otherwise 
move them, until they awake and begin the work. 

Your friend, 
JOHN WHITE. 

Naw-Yo&JF•, J1111C e, 1852. 
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BT J. B.A.KBB. 

TRA.1 man has the germs of immortality in him, that fMe fl 
written upon his physical cona.titution, and that hie element. and 
powers ot' life will arise to a spiritual state with enlarged anc1 G. 
shooting faculties when the material body falls to dupt, are icleu 
almost uni vel'Slll, and are eepeciall y sacred to all Christl&DB, though 
various denominations differ about this immortal creatme'a 
destiny. Still it is true that there are many vigorons, inqahhg 
minds who doubt the truth of such doctrines, and a few wllo 
absolutely deny a future state altogether, though they wollld &tn 
be convinced such ideas arc true, for the mind recoils Ill the 
thought of annihilation. Men demand proof, however, of a 
future state, drawn from the constitution of Man, and the po,,.. 
of his being; and they urge, what is evident enough, thatit 
there be such an immortal life in humanity, its latent and dawn­
ing powers could be traced even in the present existence. '1'e 
immortal being can surely carry from the body no more thim 
was in it at the hour of dissolution. If the spirit's immol'laliV 
involves a new creation, the old being will have been annihilated, 
a11d the identity changed; but if what is now within us be Im­
mortal, then a future life is the development and perfection or 
what is now pos8C88ed. 

They next inquire, if the spiritual man arises simply u it leave& 
the body, how can it exist or receive ideas in this new life with­
out the aid of material organs 1 Ilere is the strong objection 
against such an existence, and one which old-school metapb,._ 
<'ians have never met. It is founded on the well-known &et 
that the decay or premature destruction of the bodily organs, 'by 
which the mind receives impressions, is death to its eenaatioBL 
Let, for instance, the eye become blind, which is death to one 
of the senses, and the mind-the immortality-can no longer eee, 
lmt is shut up in a perpetual dungeon. An injury to the orpna 
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of hearing may forever shut out all the music of Nature, cut off 
the nerves which carry the 111Bnsations of feeling, taste, and smell­
ing to the brain, and these faculties seem to be annihDated. By 
such mean~ all the avenues to the spirit could be cloaed, and it 
could never have a sensation, or acquire a new idea. All these 
organs and nerves are left behind, cut oft' at once, by death. 
How, then, can the soul exist t or if it could, what would tbat 
existence be without the power of seeing, hearing, feeling, taet­
ing, or smelling 1 The spirit, they affirm, baa no such power 
OOtD; haace, could carry no such power with it when it leaves 
the body, and such an existence would be a curse I 

This iron objection is fully met and answered by the well­
known phenomena of clairvoyance--facts ao well known and 
generally admitted by candid observers, that particular cases 
need not be reterred to by way of proof. The writer has often 
seen subjects in this state ; the eyes closed and closely bandaged, 
the eara insensible to the loudest sounds, and the limbs cold and&<> 
dead that they may be cut or burned without sensation. Exter­
nal feeling is for the time being dead. Now the soul rise& in the 
exercise of its nobler powers. Its latent energies are awakened, 
and JlQfD LIJ'.£ AND BENS& appear. Distant scenes are correctly 
described, conversations related, and the human body examined, 
with all the keen scrutiny of the profoundest anatomist, and 
powers of mind are exhibited by the sleeper far superior to what 
he po&Be88Cd in his normal or wakeful state, with all hie external 
organs at his own command, now so cold and dead. By these 
experiments, I have known the skeptic often confounded, and 
finally convinced of a future life. 

Bot why is it that tl1e great leaders of the religious sects tum 
from this demonstration of man's spiritual powers, and deny its 
truth, without inquiry, and are found on tlie side of the French 
school of philosophers, spurning at this God-given light as a 
deltu1ion; or, if pressed by facts they can not shun, attributing 
tem to the devil? Paley and Butler were ready to prove the 
existence of a God, and the truth of Revelation from Nature ; and 
the constitution ot' man is the former's crowning argument. 
Their works arc part of every clergyman's library. Why, then, 
do we find such a host condemning this sublime subject withou$ 
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investigation t They readily explore all the wonder& ot tile 
starry heavens, and presa every BBtronomer into· theil' aenlo& ; 
they dig into the earth with the geologist.a, and bring ita unwrit­
ten history forward to prove a creation ; they eeiJl8 on ~ 
discovery of the chemist, and study the nature and habit& of rwery 
animal with the naturalist. But their strong-hold is in haman 
anatomy and physiology. Here they trace the llaadiwolb-ot 
God, and ftbd a fit habitation for a spirit. Why, then, aN they 
so averse to entering this temple-why heeit.ate to qaeetioza ita 
immortal tenant t • 

Perhaps some would say, it is because the answers will not 
confirm, but deny their croode, the oft'aprings of igaonnae and 
superstition, born in seasons of spiritual night. But I faBeJ a 
more charitable answer can be found, though perhapa dmwmc 
altogether false. Various causes may act on dift'erent adnda. 

All newly-discovered truths must pass the ordeal of oppoeltloa 
Crom the prejudice and self-conceit of those who mold pab1io 
opinion, and are hence unwilling, from pride, so far to admit 
their ignorance as to be taught new ideas by othera, and the 
bigotry of the ignorant, to whose mental darkneu any new liflbt 
is at first a subject of terror. We can not forget the Bidliarlnp 
of Galileo, nor the burning of Priestley's house and riluable 
library. But truth has triumphed, and will again; A>r j& ie 
based on facts, and is Deity's opinion, before which all finite 
intelli~nce must bow. We may confidently, then, predio&-that 
the time will soon come when the doctrine of immortal.ii, wm 
be demonstrated in our seminaries, and its proofs be a pan of 
scientific education. The march of mind require& tbi& The 
rapid progress of material science, while spiritualism baa Btood 
still, bas left the latter far behind; but it is not so to remain. 
Man can not live content with such a gulf between the intelleo­
tual and the spiritual. His nature requires them to unite ha 
hannony ; hence the necessity of a religious system adapted to 
the wants of the age. It is coming, and a clearer light 1- da• 
ing. Now truths are before us, inviting attention. How beauS.. 
ful is the field before the spiritual philosopher, and how gloriou 
the work I It is the redemption of MAN from the chain& of error 
and the darkness of skepticism. 



DON'T YOU REMEMBER, MY JULIA DEAR 1 

BT 11. OLAY PBEUSS. 

Adapted to the popular air of " Ben RolL" 

THESE lines were suggested by the following eloquent exclama­
tion of an old and dear friend ot' mine, now burdened with the 
\veight of seventy years : "For one thing do I thank my God for 
these Spiritual, Kanifest,ationa; it is the clear, shining, lit& 
inspiring testimony which they bear to the immortality of human 
love-how, in the might of its purity and devotion, it can still 
triumph over the ravages of death, and the decay of' mortality I" 

I. 

Don't you remember, my Julia dear, 
The wildwood so green where we met-

Where we lingered in bliss while the twilight crept on, 
.And the sunbeams were glimmering yet 1 

We recked not of time, though the talc-telling moon 
Played its " ho-peep " through each creviced vine, 

And the young heart, that pillowed so soft on my breast, 
With its wealth of affoction was mine I 

JI. 

But Time's growing shadows, my Julia dear, 
Have shut out the light _of those days, 

.And e'en the green wildwood has paBBed from our sight, 
.And the hirds sing no more in its sprays : 

A dimness has crept o'er thy sunny blue eye, 
And thy ringlets of bright golden sheen-

Ah ! it saddoos my lienrt in tliis twilight of years, 
When I think of the times that have been. 
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m. 

But oh, there are regions, my Julia dear, 
Where the loved ones of youth meet again ; 

And the voices of old, which have died out on earth, 
Shall be tuned to a heavenlier strain I 

There our spirits shall mingle forever in love, 
As streams that are blended in one-

Oh, I almost wish, when I think of that time, 
That our wearisome journey was done I 

w ASHJl(GTO!I', D. c. 

PSYCHOMETRICAL PORTRAITS. 

BY MRS. J. R. METTLER. 

Tm: letters from which Mrs. Mettler gives her psychometrica] 
delineations are carefully sealed, before they are forwarded to 
her, and are subsequently returned to us with the seals unbroken, 
accompanied with a transcript of her impressions, in her own 
language. The names of the parties, thus submitted to her 
inspection, are first disclosed to her when the portraits are pub­
lished.-Eo. 

IsAAc T. HoPPER. 
Ile possesses a clear and decisive mind, and is characterized 

by plainness of heart and manner, accompanied by large order 
and neatness. Ile can not be otherwise than just and conscien­
tious in his speech and dealings with men. This would be a 
great part of his religion. He has large benevolence, and is 1wt 
biased in the least by sectarian feeling. His hand and sympa­
thies arc ever open and ready to relieve suffering humanity. 
He is a very noble spirit-one that it would be impossible for 
any one coming into his presence to dislike. He has a great 
deal of finnness and decision, and seems always to know how to 
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proceed under any circumstances. Hope is very large. He is 
seldom dejoot.ed, bnt always the same. Aa yoq see him to-day, 
so you see him tcrmorrow. He could not do a wrong deed, and 
should he ever err, he would be extremely unhappy until set 
r ight again. 

Ile seems to love the advancement and progreea of the age ; 
he would delight in all humanit.ary proceedings; I should think 
his mind and energies were much engaged in thoae objects. 

Ile has extreme fondness for home and domestic comfort; he 
loves children, and adores woman for her virtues and goodness. 

Ile po88esses very clear calculation, and is fond of accumula­
ting, but not for selfish purposes. He has a fondness for the 
luxuries of life, yet would consider it wrong to live extravagantly. 
He would seem marked for his economy and good judgment. 

He has great fondness for music, and for every thing of a 
refined nature that tends to elevate the soul. 

Ile has a very extraordinary memory, and is exceedingly 
interesting and attractive in his conversation. 

Nel"er have I felt the delight and aspiration that I now feel on 
coming into contact with his sphere. Ile is a good spirit, and 
one whose example it would be well to follow, as he seems like 
a Father in Israel. 

II. H. TATOL 

The writer of the letter which I hold in my hand, is a gentle­
man of active mind and temperament; his perceptions are quick, 
and yet be is given to reflection. Ile can theorize, and will 
strive to practi.cs what he professes; is fond of philosophical 
studies. While he. can apply himself to business, he has a love 
for scientific and literary pursuits. Ile is a great admirer of 
poetry and oratory, and having a good memory, will be likely 
to quote brilliant thoughts and fine sentiments, both in writing 
and speaking. Ile is attractive in person, and would be likely 
to be interesting in conveJ'S!ltion; is fond of anecdotes that excite 
mirth, yet loves order and decorum. 

This pel'Son is manly and courageous ; he is polite and win­
aing in his manners, conciliating in his address, yet firm and 
decided when his principles are involved. Whatever be receive. 
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as truth, he will conscientiously respect and def~ he ia 
fixed and immovable .• Ile is sympathetic, baa etrong attacla. 
ment.s for kindred natures-perhaps baa a feeling of indffl'81'8Doe 
rather than of reeentment toward others. He bu aome com. 
bativencss, chiefly displayed in his mental exercisee-in aiga­
ment, in which he might be prompted to engage, in order to 
elicit information from othe111, and to fortify himself. Ha haa a 
way peculiar to himself, and ideas that are original. 

The subject of these observations has large benevolence, whieh 
li e:s.erciscd with discrimination toward the needy and deaenring. 
Ile has a great veneration for truth, and will receive itregardle&e 
of the channel through which it comes. Bia viewa &le oompn­
hensive, and he has large sympathies and eulted aspiratio1111. 

This person is strongly attached to home, and is kind ud 
affectionate to his tamily; he loves children and 8Vflrf dllag 
that is innocent, and he holds wisdom and virtue in high ea11a 
Morally and socially, he is a model man. 

MAN. 

IT is important to remember, that the preMnt ~ of 
things may be very different from the ultimatd tlNtp. I U.. 
seen the rose, when only the thom appeared. The care1eel 
traveler was wounded as he passed that way. When I eaw It 
again, there was a sweet flower, that loaded the passing Mee. 
with its precious odors. I love to think it is so with m&1l-tbM 
what is most beautiful in his nature is not, "t preeent, di.c.. 
ible. It is not yet unfolded to the view ; or, to use the language 
of an Apostle, " it doth not yet appear what we shall be.'• 1lllll 
may now appear to be a tlwrn in the moral vineyard ; yet there 
ie, in his nature, a germ that ie destined to nnfold iteell in a 
more genial clime. AJJ the plant rnuat necessarily p818 tbroagla 
the successive stages of prenous development, before it bk>laoma 
in tho sunlight, so the interior facnltics of the spirit muat be 
progressively unfolded, until the soul blooms in the gardeu et 
God, filling the atmosphere with immortal fragrance I 1. & & 
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THE TIME AND THE DEMAND. 

TUE Present is signalized by an important transition in the 
earthly condition of the race ; one which will ever be . distin­
guished as the beginning of a new Era in the history of Man. 
'The most illuminated minds are rapidly ascending to the exalted 
plain of intuition, where the soul no longer follows in a dim, 
earthly light the devious line of induction, but reads with a 
clearer vision the unwritten language of the spiritual universe. 
The chain that once bound the creature to the domain of physi­
cal existence is being severed, and we are now approximating 
the sphere of invisible causes with which we are soon to be in 
intimate correspondence. Those who have restricted the Divine 
sanction to a single Book, and have arrogated the exclusive and 
Apostolic authority to expound it.s mystic lore, are emphatically 
reminded, by the course of cvcnt.s, that there are other sources 
and media of spiritual instruction. While these saintly Rabbis 
are left to nurse their gloomy phantoms, the world will rejoice 
to know that the spirit of Inspiration is not dead and buried, but 
was only silent while men were lost in their selfish and material 
BChemes. That spirit still broods over the earth, inspiring the 
loftiest thoughts, and quickening the elements of our humanity 
into a divine life. Inspiration is only restricted by the disposi­
tion and capacity of the soul 4 it is the gift of all ages, but espe­
cially of those periods which. are characterized by outward 
simplicity and inward growth . 

. We have looked for the dawning light of the new Day with 
69 
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an intereet that baa often won us from ov pillow, and ma4e die 
uight-wat.ch the occasion of wakefo.lnem and medit.atiOL 1.W 
interest increasea, with each succeeding hour, u Morning aJtec1e 
from her purple pinions the light of her rising. But while we 
rejoice as the day advances, the eolemn reflection comee up that 
in proportion to the light ot' the age must be the reapoDBibiHtf 
of its living actors. If ours is a high position, ii should tup&e 
a. lofty purpose and a noble effort. If we are nised t.o heaven 
in the sphere of thought, and the means of spiritual culture aa 
advancement, our modes of action should be correepondinglJ 
refined and exalted. Our IDEA is eurpaeeingly beautiful, but it 
yet awaits the hour of its incarnation. Who shall embody it in 
the glorious forms of a new and Divine Order I Who shall rear 
the temple and the shrine, and make the principle itself the ID-
1lwelling spirit of Institutional Reform I Our light will be 
measurably concealed, unle88 a practical result ia eee'iD'td. 
Where, then, is the builder who will silence the cavils of ekep­
ticism, and realize the hopes ot' Humanity, by presenting to the 
\torld in fact, what advanced minds have formed in efwwyr 
The man who will do this will perform the noblest service, tbr 
which his name and memory will be forever enshrined in the 
hearts of the thousands whose woes he may remove or allevf&te. 

It is not enough to seek spiritual instruction and direction, and 
then go out to follow our old ways; nor will the earnest man 
sit down and spend his time in merely weaving a fabric 8UCh u 

"drearDB are made of." 

The true roformer is a working man,· ho is always moving, anct 
w1mld not be still even in Heaven. And yet, with hie mighty 
resolve and ceaaeleM activity, the Reformer of To-day may be 
i.carcely equal to the work assignod him. Tho individual ma1 
fall, if left to battle alone, though the caUBe rnay derive new 
strength from the blood and ashes of its martyrs. To render the 
efforts of the Reformer eminently Btlccossful, it becomes necea­
t!&J'Y to concentrate tho means and agents at command. Thare 
are latent elements of power, which, if judiciously combined 
and employed, would develop the most startling and beneficial 
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re1nlt& But little, comparatively, Olll be aeeom.pliahed whi» 
we disregard the law1 of organic relation and dependenoe. N .. 
tlJJ"e, in all the superior gradatiooe of being, perfonna her oper­
ations by organized action. The Life fnnctioua eTel')'Where­
at least within the sphere of human obeervation-depend on an 
organization adapted t.o promot.e the ends of thmt existence. 
Until something is done in this way, only those whoni fortunt. 
11aa blesaed above their fellowe-and such aa are sufficiently 
ethereal to subsist on faith-can devote themselves exclusivel1 
to the peculiar work to which Nature and their affinities have 
called them. We ehould not fear organization became some 
have made it the engine of· oppr888ion. Men have played the 
tyrant in their individual capacity, and may do so again. We 
must not beeitat.e because the old organisms are dying, since 
they have answered the end of their being, and now only diaap­
pear that the creative genius of the age-sanctified by a love of 
the divinely beautiful-may people the earth anew. 

The forms of the new creation will soon appear, and possess 
the earth; but passive waiting is as powerless u mere oral 
prayer to hasten the time. There must be act.um, or there can 
be no 'ranef<mnati.cm; and tho most acceptable petition ever 
oft'ered before the supreme Majesty, is that in which the earnest 
soul embodies its aspiration in a great hwnanitary Wou. In­
dolence, selfishness, and hypocrisy, may profane the cathedral 
worship, but when the spirit is so moved that every fiber of the 
heart is smitten, and each nerve of motion vibrates in one great 
struggle for Man, there is no room to question the sincerity of 
the service. There is such a mo.rked dift'erencc between the 
praying and acting of our time, as to awaken the suspicion that 
the chief element in many prayers is tho carbonic acid gas 
exhaled from the lungs. But the convulsed nerves, the quiver­
ing muscles, the tears, the sweat, the blood, tbcRe constitute a 
libation which only the devout worshiper will ever oft'er. 

Nature, in every department, performs her work by a suc­
cession of progressive movements, often so gradual as to 
escape observation~nd when, occasionally, an extraordinary 
convergence of her forces develops a sudden revolution in the 
forms of material existence, the results are often destructive of 

• 

...t. 
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i>roperty and life. Tiie gentle dewa and mower. elodae • 
earth with a vivid beauty, but the tempeet and the 4ood 1-wa 
record of min in their awful march. While Nature, by het 
prevai'ling medee, would forbid sudden or apaemodic eftbrt; lhe 
181lctions, by unnumbered examplee, a gradual tnnaitiou. fl 
appears to me that thoae who have labored to inetitate • ll8tt 
order of society, have Tiolated the prineiplee m Nature, and dia­
regarded the leeeons of experience, in attempting too mwA at a 
11ingle move. To change the entire structure of society is not 
the work of. a day; nor can the transition be acoompliahed witho1lt 
a suitable preparation of the social clements. Tlioae who aim 
at the 1.dtimatum, without the appropriat.e intermediate atepe, 
are, as we hnmbly conceive, engaged in an unnatunl and NYO­
lutionary mo,·emcnt which must be productive of conftlaicJD 
rather than harmony. 

W o can not withhold an expression of regret, that we haYe 
not some greut spirit, baptized with the fire of the divine philoe­
ophy, tv guide the wheels of" progress. We only require a 
K>concl Luther-a man adapted to the timo arul the movement-­
and a revolution would follo'", which, by tlac divinity of ita prin­
ciples, and the splemlor of its achievements, would darken the 
patlt, and compared with which, the glory of the Reformation 
would dhiappear, as tl10 moonlight i8 lost in the eft'nlgence or 
D.u. 

-~---~-----

LANGUAGE . 

b we stop, but for a single moment, to conefder the nature and 
mission of Language, we shall be profoundly impressed with th9' 
consciousness of its intrinsic importance, and ot' its intimato-
1-elations to the noblest lmmo.n enterprit3cs. In Language, the 
treasures of human knowledge are chiefly pre:scrved. The dis­
coveries of science ; the achievements of art ; all hnman fooling, 
and purpose, and action; our silent emotions-the tender 88 well 
ae the terrible; every thought that hath ,·itality in itself; every 
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•leed that ia aaoctioueciby the 801ll--all, all ~be regiatered 
here ; and, perchance, live on for all t.ime. Here the elementft 
of all human history are reDdered aceellible.. The diriae thoaght.& 
of ancient Prophets and Seen are iDcarnated ill language; and 
their speech, like a perpetual inapiration, yet fall& aun-lib on 
the kindling aonla of men. 

Great thoughts may survive, tbr .a time, in the individual 
memory, and noble deedt may live in the eculptured marble. 
There is a hiatory of human thought and endeavor-.loquent 
and imprenive indeed-in the monument.& that are scattered 
over the surface of the earth, or concealed in its bosom. The 
classic traveler bows amid the ruins of Grecian and Roman 
temples and palaces, to invoke the spirit of Geniu; but marble 
memorials are perishable, and the noblest of thoee are fut 
crumbling away. Yet the humble student, in some remote part 
of the world, yet feels, in all its freshness, the inspiration of 
ancient poets and orators, and rejoices that among the monu­
ments of Greece and Rome, their Language, at least, i8 immortal. 

OLE BULL. 

IT ie objected by certain critics that the great Norwegian is, 
in some respects, deficient in Art. This is not, however, a 
necessary inference from hie ocC&8ional neglect of what others 
may deem requisite to artistic precision. If the perfection of 
nrt be admitted to consist in the aseemblage and ham1onious 
11istribution of such forms and qoalitieA as eml>ody the soul's 
highest ideal of beauty, there can aurely be no standard above 
the refined taste of the most gifted artist. Ole Bull may disre­
gard ordinary mleA, not because he is uneqaal to the task of 
their critical observance, but for the reason that Ad w ~ 
f,() tM nt!Ct8Mt9 whic/, di.ctata IJ'UCh 'l"lllM. The laws preeeri~ by 
art are of human ordination, and can not be superior to the spirit 
of Inspiration itdclf. Men of common minds may not hope to 
attain n higher excellence than what consist.& in a atriet eoD' 
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formity to the accredited lawa of JIUIBic.1 aompomion ad 
execution; but Ole Bull, in his inspired momenta, riaea apmior 
to these, and becomes obedient to that higher law which goveme 
the noblest eft'orte of creative Geniae. Nor ia he lea au ardat 
on this account, since it demands the most consummate art to 
disregard the requirementa of the achoola, and m 80 ~_., 
achiev& a more perfect mastery over the cultiTB-1 t1ft8 -ilWI 
enlightened judgment. .A eort of mechanical accurac~ia 
in uur apprehension, the highest conceivable euellence. 
trary rules and artistic gajdes are important to men of 
gift11, but lilspiration requires no such earthly aids, and it bOwa 
nu law above the Spirit that animates its immortal creatiou. 
Herein consists the true distinction between Ole Bull .aad 68 
critica who complain ot' his want of artistic precision. 

LIVES OF TIIE SEERS. 

IN selecting subjects for the series of portraits and biographia.1 
sketches, in course of publication in TaE Smumu.u, it waa ne.,.. 
our design to exclude persons who are still living the life of die 
body; nor do we propose to follow the suggestions of any BChbol 
in philosophy or sect in religion. Our plan is not re&tricted by 
thci:;e or auy similar considerations What if the men ... 'rilion 
of some men be exclusively adapted to the inspection of remote 
ohjects; the distant stars are not more luminous on that account, 
nor yet because they are far removed from the point of o~ 
tion. In gazing at the constellations in the heavens, we ued 
not, and indeed we must not, forget the earth on which our lot 
is cast. Onr eotemporariee justly claim a share of our regud, 
and among these we may make choice of several not anticipated 
hy the reader. If we chance to offend the reason or the retill'­
enco of some people, it may be onr fault-it may be thein. 
Great Reformers lu:we come out of Nazareth, and, if othera ahall 
come hereafter. may we have grace to acknowledge their claims. 
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in •lumber lie; .All UUnp loft U-, 

2. 

When thou wak'~t. the eea will pour 
Treasures for thl'e lo the ,.Jiore ; 
And the eartJi, and pl11nt.. 1111d tree, 
Bring rorth fruit and Bowen ror thee, 
While the glorious ~tar11 abovo 
Shine on thee like !rutting love ; 
When thou doeL in alumber lie; 
All lhiog8 lo\"'e thee, l!O do I, 
A 11 things lo•I! thee, eo do L 
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