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THOUGHT OF THE MONTH

s Truth Stranger Than Fiction ?

N all of my correspondence
with our members, and in
everything | write or say to
any of our members in lec-
ture form or in this maga-
zine, | labor under the be-
lief that I am dealing with
sane, sensible thinking men and women.
I have no time for the fanatics, the ex-
tremists, or the ones who love to specu-
late with imaginary things and want to
argue about the ethereal existence of a
hypothetical thingumbob. Nor do | have
any time for those who want to worship
personalities, or who must have a gilded
hero on a high pedestal to worship. Such
persons are impractical and irrational, for
all I know, and | do not talk with them
long enough to find out what is wrong
with them. They are the kind that, as
young girls, worship the hero on the
stage with the "Ain’t he grand” attitude,
and who later on must worship at the feet
of some clergyman, some doctor, lawyer,
or someone else who has a few more
brains than they have. Or, itis the type
of young man who sits through a mati-
nee in worship of his heroine idol and is
thrilled every time she unconsciously
casts her glance toward him. Even he
later on finds the love of one woman,
who is his wife, insufficient, and must
worship at the feet of some human idol
that he has placed upon a pedestal.
| like to deal with men and women
who worship principles rather than prin-
cipals. 1 like those whose minds are
rational and who can admire a person
for his intellect or his good character, or
the life he lives, but whose admiration
does not become a religious worship or
an insane infatuation.

Furthermore, | like those persons who
find that truth is stranger than fiction,
and who can find it in the marvelous
processes whereby a green mass called
a bud on the end of a stem will open out
into a beautiful carnation, as some are
doing in the little garden of my home
at this very time. There is more fasci-
nating mystery in the truth of that little
bud s opening process than | have ever
seen in any of the mystery stories in the
movies or in the world’s greatest detec-
tive stories. But what of the thousands
who must have the imaginary fiction
in order to get a thrill? To them truth
is nothing. Truth to them seems so com-
monplace, so mediocre in its categorical
relationship with the astounding revela-
tions of a mind that speaks fiction, that
they walk by truth and seek the un-
truth and pin their faith to it.

Take those, for instance, who want to
know something about Tibet and its
people, its monasteries, and what is go-
ing on in that country. Do they think
of reading the grave, serious, conserva-
tive facts to be found in the average en-
cyclopedia? Not at all! Such statements
are too plebian for their highly analyti-
cal imaginations. Do they buy some back
nu™bers of the Geographical Magazine
and study the actual photographs in
black and white and color that have ap-
peared in many of its issues? No, be-
c®use such pictures do not meet with
the imaginary impressions they have in
their minds. These persons go to the
ibrary, or to the bookstore, and spend
money buying and reading some un-
known authority’s book on "The Mas-
ters of the Far East,” or "The Mystery
leachmgs of Tibet,” or some other fool-
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ish title that is carefully invented to have
a euphonious sound and intriguing in-
sinuations. Then they stay awake nights
and miss hours of beneficial sleep, and
cheat themselves of good meals, of hon-
est labor, and rational thinking, while
they gloat over the carefully selected
words in each paragraph of each page
arranged with uncanny magic to create
the wildest of false impressions in the
minds of the readers. They read about
partly invisible human masters that the
author has seen walking on the surface
of the water, or rising up into the clouds,
or making loaves of bread out of the star
dust in the air, or dividing themselves
into two parts, and each part going in
an opposite direction to visit a distant
land. The wildest of the scenario writ-
ers in Hollywood would not dare to cre-
ate such fiction for a play, for fear that
the same criticism would come upon it
as has recently come upon the picture
called "Ingagi,” which was supposed to
be taken in South Africa and was sup-
posed to be actually true, and which Mr.
Hayes, the moving picture arbiter, says
is not even a good picture of the wild
parts of California where it was all
taken. In that picture the producers took
a common turtle and added parts to its
body with glue and cardboard, making
a weird looking creature, and claimed it
to be the first specimen of an odd looking
animal which the scientists could not
place. Of course, they couldn’t, since it
was the invention of a property man in
a Hollywood studio, but this weird
creature is nothing compared to the crea-
tures that fiction writers invent for our
gullible seekers for mystery in life.

Every day our mail is filled with ques-
tions regarding the claims of some pub-
lic teacher or lecturer on some piece of
literature emanating from a new school
of philosophy. | can spread them out
here on my desk and laugh at them, until
| think of the money that is being wasted
by foolish persons to support such
things. Here is one leaflet issued by a
man who claims that he is the lost king
of an Aztec tribe and that his tribe has
a holy city of its own with hundreds of
mighty mystics. Immediately you want
to find out where this city is and why
science hasn't ever found it. He wants
to sell to you, for $50, the hidden teach-
ings of this tribe of people. He tells you
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how he has risked his life to come be-
fore the American people for the first
time with these marvelous teachings.
The first question the sane and rational
person would ask is where he learned to
speak English so that he could lecture
on a public platform, if this was his first
visit out of an Aztec tribe, but the gulli-
ble reader passes over that and does not
realize such an inconsistency. Next you
look to see where the city is located and
you find that he has gone the moving
picture people one better in avoiding any
possibility of having his city discovered.
He tells you that it is at the bottom of a
long forgotten volcano and that you
must climb up the side of an unknown
and undiscovered mountain peak in
Mexico and then go down the inside of
the volcano for many miles and there
in an underground world is his city. Try
and disprove it, if you can! At any rate,
after you have paid him $50 for five
private lectures, you find that he has
been only a poor student of some mod-
ern psychology courses. He announced
that he had come to the United States
to find the super-woman and take her
back with him to be the queen of his
nation. Thousands of women are at
every one of his lectures hoping that
they will be selected as the super-
woman, and behind the scenes he smiles
at their gullibility and counts them as
fifty dollars apiece.

Take the next circular. It is from a
man who claims that he was the only
man who ever visited Tibet and entered
the sacred monasteries and was a stu-
dent at the feet of the mighty masters.
He does not know that alongside of his
circular are three others from three other
men who claim the same thing, and that
in the last ten years at least one hun-
dred men have claimed that they were
the only white men from America who
ever saw the inside of Tibet, yet even
the Geographic Magazine and others
have published pictures of all parts of
Tibet; then we are to suppose that these
pictures were taken ethereally by some
spiritual process, since we must believe
these other men who claim that they
were the only ones who ever visited
Tibet. So you go to this man’s lectures
and pay one hundred dollars to find out
that he has never been out of the United
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States and doesn't know what he is
talking about.

Skipping over the other circulars that
claim practically the same thing, we
come to a circular telling about a new
book dealing with the Masters of Tibet.
The author claims that he was sent by
some university with an expedition into
Tibet and that he was the only one who
escaped alive or lived to tell the story.
He has his book for sale, which thou-
sands of our members have bought with-
out consulting us and which they have
read with more or less doubt in their
minds, and then come inquiries as to the
possibility of the marvelous things.
Thousands of others have read the book
and have believed every word of it as
Gospel, just because it is stranger than
truth in their own minds. Investigation
revealed that the author of this particu-
lar book had never been a part of any
expedition, had never been out of the
United States, and hadn’'t even read a
good book about Tibet, such as “In the
Heights of the Himalayas" by Van der
Nalen. Then comes the next leaflet about
a course of lessons on how to live for-
ever, or nearly so, in the same body, by
following a certain system of living. The
author claims that he is seventy and
looks thirty. When you become ac-
quainted with him, you find that he is
forty and looks like sixty. Alongside of
his circular is an old leaflet presenting
a similar proposition by a man who
claimed that he had discovered the art
of living for several hundred years in
the same body and when you come to
buy his book for five dollars, you find
it is out of print because he dropped
“dead” from heart disease while lectur-
ing in New York and was only thirty-
eight when he passed away.

I could go on for an hour and touch
on these propositions humorously and
seriously, but the big question remains
unanswered: “Does the public like fic-
tion better than truth or, after all, is
truth stranger than fiction?” From vari-
ous parts of the eastern states have come
to us the leaflets and literature of a man
who is advertising himself as Taro. He
claims to be conducting an organization
with the initials T. O. R. A., which he
says means The Order of Rosicrucians
of America. He claims in his public lec-

tures that he will teach all of the secrets

of the mystic unfoldment and all of tre

hidden mysteries of the Rosicrucians.

He claims that his name is Brother As-

tro, which is no name at all. If you

guestion him, he tells you that he wes
once a member of the AMORC ad
graduated from it and knows all about
it and is now ready to reduce to a few
lectures all that he learned in many
years. This, of course, he only tells to
those who know anything about
AMORC. To others he tells that he is
the real representative of the only true
Rosicrucian organization. He seems to
be wholly unaware of the fact that in
claiming to operate an organization
known as “The Order of Rosicrucians”
he is legally infringing upon the name
of our organization and is apt to find
himself in a serious predicament at any
moment. Sane and sensible people
should realize at once that if he was a
real graduate of the Rosicrucian Order
(and we never heard of anyone gradu-
ating from the organization) he would
have so much real knowledge that he
would continue to be a part of the or-
ganization and do his lecturing work
for the organization rather than against
it. But he convinces the gullible that he
has gotten all of the Rosicrucian knowl-
edge in a short time and is able to reduce
it into a shorter period, which he is will-
ing to sell at the rate of five dollars for
six private lessons, or one dollar each
for single lessons. Of course, our mem-
bers are not fooled by any such proc-
esses as this, but hundreds of other per-
sons actually believe that for five dol-
lars they will get from this man in six
lessons what required six or more years
for him to secure in the regular courses
of study. And so the merry whirligig
goes on like a merry-go-round that re-
volves, and revolves, and revolves, and
travels thousands of miles without get-
ting anywhere. Only in America could
such propositions find patrons and vir-
gin soil in which to sow such seeds. It
is to be hoped that the day will come
when every thinking mind, or every mind
capable of thinking, will do enough of
this mental exercise to come to the con-
clusion that there is nothing stranger
than truth, nothing more fascinating,

and certainly nothing more inspiring and
beneficial.
It does seem strange that the seekers
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for truth and for real knowledge cannot
understand that the most logical and
reasonable step to take is to seek for
such truth and knowledge at the portals
of some recognized and established in-
stitution. The claim put forward by the
pretenders who are concerned only in
extracting money from the gullible is
always the same. Each and every one
states that he has new knowledge or
different knowledge, or something that
has not been revealed to anyone else and
which is not included in any other course
of instruction, or series of explanations.
In almost any other field of human edu-
cation such pretensions would arouse
only a smile. What would the average
person think of a small school or indi-
vidual who advertised that those who
wanted to become lawyers or attorneys,
and proficient in the subject of law,
should take their special course of in-
struction on law because they had new
knowledge, or special knowledge, or se-
cret knowledge pertaining to the laws
of the land, with which no other law
school was acquainted. You would natu-
rally assume that if any new knowledge
or any important knowledge regarding
law had been revealed to mankind that
the larger and finer universities of law
would quickly include this knowledge in
their courses of study in order to keep
their courses abreast of the times and
give their students the utmost in instruc-
tion. Every reliable and long-estab-
lished institution, college, school, or uni-
versity, dealing with specific subjects,
makes it their business to see that they
are not only up to the minute in every
important piece of information that will
be helpful to the students of their
courses, but they even anticipate new
knowledge and spend much time in re-
search and in securing new knowledge
so that their students may be efficiently
instructed and prepared. The success of
a long-established or largely established
organization lies in its inner develop-
ment and progress and in Keeping its
courses of instruction abreast of the re-
quirements of its students.

The Rosicrucian organization is not
merely a fraternal order but truly a uni-
versity and, in fact, it established the
first popular educational movements of
higher thought throughout all the ages
in various lands. It deals with special-
ized subjects not included in the curricu-
lum of other universities and is restricted
to definite fields of research and guid-
ance. Its past history shows that every
discovery and every revelation of new
knowledge coming within the scope of
its special field of research has always
been included in its courses of instruc-
tion, and it has generally been far in
advance of those individual teachers un-
associated with any new knowledge or
any facts of truth commonly known to a
number of private teachers and lecturers
in various parts of the country and who
deliberately leave this knowledge out of
their courses of instruction. It would be
equally as absurd to think that short-
cuts, or easier methods, or more efficient
processes for personal development,
could be advertised and sold throughout
this country and that the Rosicrucian
organization would turn a deaf ear to all
of this important knowledge and refrain
from giving its students the benefit of
such knowledge. It is to the credit of
the organization and to its integrity,
good repute, and spirit of helpfulness, to
see that its students become highly pro-
ficient in as short a time as possible.
For in their success lies the success of
the organization. Yet, there are those
persons who will believe they can find,
at the hands of some hitherto unknown
teacher or lecturer or in some book by

an unknown author, the great secrets of
life so condensed, and so presented in a
new form, that the student can master
these things in a few days or weeks in-
stead of following the longer and more
complete method of a long established
organization. Again it is a matter of
believing that fiction is more important
than the truth, or at least more fascinat-

ing and instructive.

v V V V V
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Self-Healing

SOME HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS OF A PRACTICAL NATURE
By Frater Royle Thurston,F.R.C.

\%

"TER twenty-five years of
experience in metaphysical
healing work as an individ-
ual practitioner, and in con-
nection with the Welfare
Department of the Rosicru-
cian Order, | feel that I can
greatly assist many of our members and
their friends by outlining some of the
important principles that each may apply
for himself in the healing or curing of
many mental and physical conditions.

| suppose that each one of you who
has ever had any treatment at the hands
of a metaphysician realizes that such a
physician always insists that the patient
aid in the cure or the relief of a condi-
tion, if the most efficient results are to
be obtained. Truly itis possible to work
many marvelous changes in the physical
body without the knowledge of the pa-
tient, and, therefore, without the pa-
tient’'s cooperation. But it is equally true
that such a method takes a longer time
and is surrounded with many difficulties
and problems.

The thing that astonishes even meta-
physical practitioners is, that the patient
often waits too long or delays too long
in bringing his case before the attention
of the physician and thereby complicates
conditions, when the patient might have
started the treatment processes himself
before coming to the physician and
thereby save time and the aforesaid
complications. In the case of our mem-
bers living at long distances and who
write to us or telegraph to us for help,
there is often a delay of several days or
many hours before the case is brought
to our attention, during which time the
patient is doing nothing to help himself
but is allowing the condition to become
exaggerated, or at least so developed that
a longer time and a more difficult process

\Y

is required to bring about the relief de-
sired. And, in many cases, we know that
had the patient attempted to do some-
thing for himself at the very beginning
of the condition, he would quickly have
found that there was no necessity for
asking for outside or distant help.

After all, our organization is neither
a clinic nor a healing institution, but a
school for teaching the art of healing
along with the many other arts that help
to make man more happy, successful,
and prosperous. It is the ambition of the
organization to show each and every
one of its members how they may live
properly in order to prevent mental and
physical conditions, and thereby find no
necessity for treatments of a healing na-
ture, and, secondly, how to apply cer-
tain fundamental laws of nature to im
mediately correct any condition that
may arise in an emergency or through
an unconscious violation of Natures
laws.

The success of the aims and ambitions
of the Rosicrucian organization does not
lie in the extent to which the officers and
special workers at Headquarters keep
the members well, but in how efficiently
the members apply the knowledge that
is being given to them to keep them-
selves well and to help others remain
well. There would be no need for elabo-
rate courses of instructions and the de-
tailed lessons issued weekly by this or-
ganization if the plan of operation con-
sisted of a staff of experts at Headquar-
ters administering the help to the mem-
bers instead of the members helping
themselves. After all. it is the person
who helps himself and is ready and pre-
pared for any emergency in life that be-
comes the succesful man or woman and
attains real mastership over all earthly
conditions.
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The first point to be considered in
connection with self-healing is to recog-

nize the absolute law, every mental
or physical manifestation of illness
or disease is only a culminating

outer manifestation of something that
has occurred previously within. It mat-
ters little whether the condition is that
of swollen tonsils or severe pain in the
back, or the suspected development of
a growth of some kind in some part of
the body, or a so-called cold or rheu-
matic condition, the fact remains that
these terms and symptoms are, after all,
only an outer sign of something that is
wrong within. The specific name given
to a disease or the specific location of a
pain in no way indicates either the real
cause for the condition or the method
of treatment. W e used to laugh at the
little child in the crib or the little boy
playing on the floor who, when suffering
from some pain, would say that he had
a “stomach ache,” and then place his
hands over the lower part of the abdo-
men and plainly indicate that the pain
was not in the stomach but in the intes-
tines. W e smiled at the child’s lack of
knowledge of physiology. The whole of
the child’s abdomen was a “stomach” to
him and any pain in the abdomen was
a "stomach ache.” But the average adult
is not much different from such a child,
inasmuch as each one tries to localize the
condition or pain and to think of it as
existing in just one part of the body, in-
dependent of the rest of the body. To
the metaphysician there is no such thing
as a case of tonsilitis, in which all of the
condition is located in the tonsils and
the rest of the body is free from any
association with the abnormal condition.
Neither is appendicitis a condition ex-
clusively located in the appendix, nor is
a goitre a condition that is located ex-
clusively in the neck. Rheumatism is
commonly classified in various ways un-
til we are asked to believe that there can
be one form of rheumatism that is ex-
clusively in the joints of the bones, an-
other affecting the nerves, another af-
fecting muscles or other parts of the
body. If there is any rheumatism at all
in any part of the body, the real condi-
tion is throughout the entire body and
it is absurd to focus the attention upon
that point in which the greater manifes-
tation is made.
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An analogy would be that of seeing a
factory at night burst forth in flames
through one of the windows, which was
suddenly broken by the heat and tem-
perature from within, allowing the
flames to shoot forth. Would any ra-
tional person claim that just the window
was on fire, because the flames were
visible only at that one part of the en-
tire building? The reasoning person
would immediately say that if the flames
were shooting forth from one window
with such grand display, there was
probably a larger amount of fire else-
where in the building.

The primary cause for all abnormal or
subnormal mental and physical condi-
tions in the human body is lack of at-
tunement with the creative, constructive,
harmonious forces of nature. Here, at
Headquarters, we have a very brief term
for this condition which we call “out of
harmony.” Perfect health we call a con-
dition of “harmonium.” This lack of
attunement with harmony is the primary
physical cause, yet there is another
cause even more remote than this. It is
the mental cause or psychic cause. This
cause will be found in the mind of the
patient or, in other words, in the mental
attitude or psychic attitude of the patient
during some time previous to the in-
harmonious condition.

It seems to be an almost impossible
thing to make the average human being
realize that the very moment he or she
allows the mind to concentrate or think
about, ponder over, or talk about any-
thing of an envious, jealous, revengeful,
critical, or destructive nature, that mo-
ment the mental attitude is out of har-
mony with the Divine Mind and the next
result will be a lack of harmony in the
physical forces of the body with the
physical forces of the universe. Such a
state must invariably result in the physi-
cal forces of the body becoming some-
what destructive or inharmonious in
their action and in some part of the body
an outer manifestation will gradually
occur. Even persons who are thoroughly
convinced that losing one’s temper and
going into a violent rage is disastrous to
the nerves and blood of the body and is
sure to produce a physical or mental
reaction of some kind, do not seem to

realize that when thoughts held in the
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mind, or expressed, are unkind, critical,
or destructive in any way, they are sure
to bring a reaction in the mental and
physical states of the body.

I have noticed in the past twenty-five
years that whenever a man or woman
spends any thought energy in occasion-
ally venting his wrath, his criticism, or
his unkind remarks or feelings toward
any individual or group of individuals,
that sooner or later the reaction from this
inharmonious attitude produces a physi-
cal or mental condition that is more or
less serious. The man who believes he has
some enemy, or some person who has
done him an injustice and about whom
he must make critical remarks every so
often, or who constantly finds some op-
portunity to tear that someone to pieces
in his mind or in his expressions is sure
to bring all kinds of ill health and very
often ill fortune into his life. The woman
who feels that she must hold or vent her
bitterness or her criticisms against some
person or group of persons whenever
the thought of them comes into her mind
is sure to suffer from many of the con-
ditions typical to the female body and
constitution. It is a metaphysical fact
that for each minute of time spent by
the mind of man in thoughts of unfavor-
able impressions, unkind criticism, or
hate toward any person, there will be
hours of physical and mental suffering
as a reaction.

The first thing to do then in consider-
ing the relief of any mental or physical
condition, is to analyze your mental self
over a period of weeks and months pre-
ceding the physical condition and dis-
cover what thoughts, what attitudes,
what conditions of mind you have been
in or held in yourself, or expressed in
words, and immediately eliminate this
attitude by reversing your opinions, re-
versing your thoughts, and holding
thoughts of love and kindness instead.
In other words, the poison from the mind
that has been eating at the very heart
of every cell in your body must be elimi-
nated before any treatment can be given
to relieve the ultimate and outer mani-
festations. Any other process is merely
treating the outer manifestations and
easing them, as though giving them a
drug to nullify the senses without re-
moving the actual cause.

Therefore, after having analyzed your
inner self and with or without discover-
ing what thoughts you have actually
held that were destructive, purge your-
self of any possible poison by immedi-
ately holding thoughts of love, goodness,
kindness, and spiritual oneness with all
human beings and with every living
thing on the face of the earth. Fill your-
self with the thought that all is good,
everyone is loving and kind, and that
none are bad, only different, and that no
one is evil, for all are Children of Light
and Children of the Cosmic. If you have
an enemy or one toward whom you have
felt otherwise, immediately send toward
them good thoughts and try to undo the
evil or unkind thoughts you have held
in your mind. If you are dissatisfied
with any condition, or any groups of
persons, or any action on the part of
anyone, immediately purge that from
your mind by reversing your opinion
and filling your being with thoughts of
toleration, sympathy, kindness, and love.
So much for purging yourself of the
original cause, for to the same degree in
which you succeed in eliminating this
mental, psychic poison within your own
being, to the same degree will you re-
move the cause for any condition from
which you are suffering at the present
time.

The next step is to assist Nature in
the physical and material purging of the
bodily condition. Several fundamentals
must be considered in this process. First,
since all vitality and life force of a
constructive, recreating nature comes
through the air we breathe, the patient
should at once begin to breathe deeply
of good fresh air by getting to a window
or out in the open spaces a few minutes
of each hour and taking many deep
breaths, holding them as long as possible,
and exhaling as greatly as possible. This
will change the air in the lungs and allow
new vitality and new powers of the Cos-
mic vibrations to enter the lungs and
carry on Nature's vitalizing processes.
Five or ten minutes of such deep breath-

ing every hour with the chest thrown
out and the lungs expanded to the ut-
most will be a wonderful help. If the
breathing can be done in the sunshine
and with the head thrown back so that
the sun rays will enter the open mouth
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and strike against the walls of the throat
for a moment or two of each hour, it
will be especially helpful. The next step
is to take a good drink of fresh water.
It need not be filtered or boiled, or puri-
fied in any special way, but just ordinary
drinking water, cool enough to be en-
joyable. Two glasses full at a time is
better than one if it is possible for you to
drink it. Nature requires the water and
the elements in it, in conjunction with
the air you breathe, to carry on her re-
constructive processes, and every hour
one or two glasses full of water should
be drunk until the physical condition is
changed. You cannot overdo the drink-
ing of Water, even if you consume three
or four quarts in a day. This water will
also flush the kidneys and the bowels to.
some extent, as well as the bladder, and
it is like internal bathing.

The next step is to sit down quietly,
or lie down in a relaxed condition as
much as possible, and give Nature every
opportunity to use all of the vital forces
in the body for reconstruction, instead of
expending this energy in moving your
body about, or in doing other unneces-
sary work. Resting the body and relax-
ing it, with the eyes closed and with just
the thought of peace and nothing else in
the mind, will give Nature every oppor-
tunity to carry out the work of the Cos-
mic in changing your physical condition.
Do not concentrate your thoughts upon
the nature of your illness, its location, its
pathological or histological cause in a
physiological sense, or on the diagnosis
that a physician, nurse, or friend has
given, for all of these mean nothing to
Nature and nothing to the Cosmic, and
should mean nothing to you, for the
time being. While you are lying re-
laxed, bring your fingertips together by
putting both hands in such a manner
that the fingertips of the left hand are
touching against the fingertips of the
right hand, with the fingers partially sep-
arated. This will short circuit the ema-
nations of energy from the fingers and
prevent them from going off into space,
and will keep the extra amount of en-
ergy in your body from leaving it, and
will cause it to recirculate through the
body and help in the healing and con-
structive work. If the feet are bare, al-
low them to touch closely against each
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other while lying relaxed and resting.
If you are inclined to fall asleep, keep
in your mind the thought of peace and
of the healing currents of the Cosmic
passing through your body while you
breathe, and with only this thought in
mind, allow yourself to sleep. Do not
have anyone awaken you for the drink-
ing of water or the breathing exercises
if you want to sleep more than an hour,
for the sleep will be just as helpful if
not more so than the drinking of the
water each hour or the breathing, but if
you are awake, do not neglect these lat-
ter things.

If you go to sleep at night and have
a peculiar sensation around two o’clock
or three o’clock in the morning that your
temperature is rising, or that you are un-
comfortably warm, do not get up out of
your bed and attempt to make yourself
cool or in any way suddenly lower your
temperature, but keep yourself well cov-
ered and allow Nature’s purging process
through perspiration to continue, and
you will find that by sunrise, or shortly
thereafter, the temperature will lower
and by seven or eight o’clock you will
find a marvelous change in your condi-
tion. This is apt to occur either the
first, second, or third night of your heal-
ing process, according to the seriousness
of the condition or its length of dura-
tion. In mild conditions, this may not
occur at all, for it may not be necessary.
I am only speaking of it to warn you so
that in case you notice something of
this kind you will understand it and be
prepared for it. In practically every case
of a serious nature where we are assist-
ing in the healing processes, there will
be such a condition of high temperature
during the night after the first or second
day of our treatment work. If the pa-
tient has taken a drink of cold water
just before retiring, as should be done
by every person carrying on any healing
processes of their own, this purging
process during the night through an in-
creased temperature will be very benefi-
cial, but as | have said above, it may
not always occur in every case because
it may not always be necessary.

If you feel that you need our help in
addition to what you are doing, you are

at perfect liberty to telegraph us or write
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us for such help, and you will find a
whole-hearted and cordial response. All
such appeals for treatment are given
very careful and systematic attention,
and the special workers here constitut-
ing the Welfare Department, assisted
by a number of members of the highest
grades of our local organization, wel-
come these opportunities to apply our

principles and render good service to
others.

A few suggestions in regard to writ-
ing or telegraphing to us for help may
assist you, as well as assist us, in secur-
ing the utmost benefits. In the first
place, please bear in mind that it is not
necessary to give us all of the symptoms
and all of the diagnosis that has been
attributed to the conditions. Merely tell
us in letter or telegram the name of the
patient, to what extent or in what man-
ner they seem to be suffering, when the
condition first became manifest, if any
physician is working on the case, or if
you or the patient are assisting in ac-
cordance with the above instructions for
self-healing.

If you send these details by telegram,
address the telegram to Welfare De-
partment, c/o AMORC, San Jose, Cali-
fornia, and not to the Imperator or any
special officer, for if one of these officers
should happen to be away from Head-
quarters for a half a day, the telegram
would remain unopened on the desk,
awaiting his return, whereas telegrams
addressed to the Welfare Department
are immediately opened and assigned to
those of the staff who are present. W e
would appreciate it if all such telegrams
were sent through the Postal Telegraph
Company, for this insures quicker con-
tact with us at Headquarters. If you
want an acknowledgment by telegraph,
so that you will know that the case is
being handled here, or any suggestions
that we may have to offer, state in your
telegram: “Please answer wire collect.”
If the case does not call for a telegraphic
acknowledgment, a formal acknowledg-
ment will be sent by mail along with
whatever instructions we find are neces-
sary. Do not send special delivery let-
ters, for we do not have special delivery
arrangements. All of our mail is picked
up by us in sacks at the post office and
we receive our letters just as quickly as

any form of special delivery would bring
them to us, and you simply waste post-
age in putting on the additional amount
for special delivery. Air mail will bring
the letters to us rapidly and, if you want
an air mail answer, enclose an air nil
stamp. There are absolutely no fees or
donations requested in connection with
our healing work and we want only to
serve you and have your good will and
cooperation in every other way. We do
ask, however, that as quickly as the pa-
tient notices any change or improvement
that you inform us. If the case is worthy
of a telegraphic request, it is certainly
worthy of a telegraphic or air mail
report.

Remember, also, that whenever we are
helping on a case, it is not necessary to
dismiss the services of any other physi-
cian of any school or of any system, for
nothing that we can do will possibly in-
terfere with what anyone else is doing,
and in many cases it may be inconvenient
or unpleasant to notify some other
physician that he is dismissed from the
case: therefore, nothing need be said
about the services we are rendering.
Bear in mind that if you have a belief
that the illness is of a contagious nature
or of a very serious nature, the law re-
quires you to have a regular physician
in attendance, so you may save yourself
a great deal of unpleasant criticism and
inconvenience by having a physician in
attendance in such cases. Our services
in this regard are not limited to just the
actual members of our Order nor even
to members who are in good standing.
Any member of the Order, or any mem-
ber of his or her family or immediate
circle of intimate acquaintances, will be
given our attention just as cordially and
whole-heartedly as anyone else, but, of
course, we do expect you to use some
discrimination and not attempt to ask us
to look after all of the illness in your
neighborhood and to aid us in conduct-
ing a free public clinic for your city or
community. The large staff here at
Headquarters, giving their time almost
exclusively to this work, while being
constantly enlarged, is operating at a
tremendous cost in correspondence and
clerical work, but we are happy in what
we are doing and want you to get the

utmost out of this service.
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“Searching For Truth"

THE STRANGE DESIRE IN THE HEARTS OF MANY

By Frater W illiam Dorr

\Y

N all sides we meet those

who are seeking for new

knowledge and a greater

understanding of the mys-

teries of life, and invariably

their quest is represented

by the words “searching for the truth."

What is this marvelous, fascinating,

and endless quest? And what is this

truth that so many hope to find? It is

not a single fact of Cosmic law. It is

not a simple principle. Itis not one great

beam of illumination. It is a mass of

unfolding knowledge constituting a new

and greater understanding of life itself.

Truth is but another word for experi-

ence, and experience, to be appreciated

and of value, must be broad and wide,
deep and profound.

The seeker for truth in the early
stages of the quest is very apt to turn
his attention toward schools of revela-
tion or systems of explanation, hop-
ing that therein he will find the truth
set forth in simple language so that by
the mere intellectual comprehension of
it he will have become possessed of
truth. In other words, he looks upon
truth as something that can be expressed
in a formula and that by reading or
hearing this formula explained intellec-
tually he comes in possession of it and
thereby has the truth given to him.

Such is not the case, and | regret to
say that too many persons, who are spir-
itually minded and of high intellect, do
not seem to grasp the idea that all truth
is something that must be born within
the consciousness of each being and can
not be given to them or transmitted to
them by any person or even by the Cos-
mic itself.

In connection with my work as one
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of the advisory staff at Headquarters,
and in doing field work with the mem-
bership, | am constantly confronted by
the remark made by new members or
strangers to the effect that "the Rosicru-
cians may not possess all the truth” or
“why does the Rosicrucian Order give
the great truths freely to everyone in-
stead of limiting them only to its mem-
bers?" Such remarks are contempora-
neous with those made by doubters and
skeptics, who look upon the Rosicrucian
organization or any helpful movement as
a school “attempting to sell truths in a
commercial manner.” Such ideas are ab-
surd and, of course, seem ridiculous to
those who are on the path and who have
discovered the real nature of truth and
how it comes to them. The idea that any
person can possess truth and divide it or
sell it, transmit it, or give it to another
person like a piece of merchandise or
like concrete things that can be confined
in a few words or in a package and
handed to someone else, is absolutely an
erroneous idea and is responsible for
much of the misconception in the minds
of those who think they are “seeking
for truth” in libraries, book stores, and
correspondence courses or private lec-

tures.

Truth is an abstract thing that has no
existence whatsoever until the seed of it
is sown in your consciousness through
a divine conception and then matures
hour by hour into a living, vibrating
reality. It then becomes a part of you
and you can not dispense with it in any
material manner nor can you transmit it
or even freely give it to another. You
do not receive it in such a manner,
neither can you dispose of it in such a

manner.

pAnjvr]
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The utmost that anyone can do who
has had the truth born within his con-
sciousness is to point out the way to-
ward the conception of truth and the
process whereby it may mature in the
consciousness of another and become a
living reality. In the first place, every
great fundamental truth is only a men-
tal concept and a psychic realization.
You can not know a great truth
through any objective demonstration. It
can not be spontaneously created in the
objective consciousness and it can not be
artificially stimulated by any process of
reasoning on the part of the brain and
its reasoning faculties. | may attempt to
demonstrate a truth to you by attempt-
ing to prove that friction will cause the
chemical matter on the end of a match
to change its molecular construction and
produce such a heat as to form a flame
through combustion. After explaining
what | am going to demonstrate, | may
make a very practical demonstration of
taking a match and rubbing it on a piece
of sandpaper and showing you the flame
that results. But neither through my ex-
planation nor my demonstration have |
imparted a truth to you. | have merely
pointed out to you how you may con-
ceive of a truth through what you have
witnessed and heard and the truth of
the laws or principles contained in my
explanation and demonstration must be
born in your consciousness. No demon-
stration of this kind or any kind that |
have ever witnessed in laboratories,
clinics, or in any lecture or personal ex-
periment has conveyed a truth to me.
Only the process whereby truth may be
revealed comes from the principles dem-
onstrated or from the explanation un-
derstood. If, after my demonstration with
the match, your consciousness creates
from the related incidents an apprecia-
tion of a law or principle, then a truth is
born in your consciousness and you are
the possessor of that truth. If this is
true of commonplace, material principles
in living things, of how much more true
it is in regard to the higher laws and
greater things of life.

The Rosicrucians have never claimed
ttat ~eir teachings contained “truths
but rather an explanation of true prin-
ciples. The Rosicrucians have never
claimed that by their marvelously graded
courses of study they could impart the

truth to another, but rather that they
would prepare the seeker for such expe-
riences in life as would reveal the truth
to the seeker in the only way in which
truth can be born and possessed in any
individual. Take, as an example, the re-
port received from one of our active
workers and members in lowa. He isa
competent physician of the medical
school with a long and diversified prac-
tice, an excellent reputation in his com-
munity, and a man highly educated in
the medical art. He has been a student
of Rosicrucianism for a few years, but
was patient and anxious to have truth
revealed to him in a manner that would
leave no doubt of its high authority. He
had studied many so-called truths, im
parted to him in connection with his
studies in the medical university only to
find later on in his actual practice that
the truths of the medical college handed
to him, or given to him verbally in the
form of concrete formulas and principles,
were not real truths at all, since they
were not dependable and immutable in
their constant manifestation and applica-
tion. He became a seeker for the real
truths and not the artificial ones invented
by man. He came to realize that the
great truths of life must be experienced
and not mentally comprehended through
printed or spoken words. So he began
to apply the teachings and test them and
allow them to create in his own con-
sciousness their spiritual natures so that
they would be spiritual concepts impreg-
nated with the vitality of actual experi-
ence and mature into living truths of an
undeniable nature. His profession of-
fered him a special channel through
which to test the Rosicrucian principles,
and he applied many of the principles
and laws of our teachings in the treat-
ment of his patients. \Vithout bias or
prejudice and with the proper spiritual
attitude, which left his consciousness
open to freely receive every experience
approved by the Cosmic, he treated pa-
tients with a new method, with a new
faith, and with a new hope. The results
he secured gradually revealed to him the
working of some law or principle that
had not been revealed by word or sign
in any of our lessons. Suddenly a su-
preme opportunity came in connection
with a patient in whom he was especially

interested because of the seriousness of
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each organization will be praised as
highly by its potential rivals as it is
praised by the individual followers.

Certainly, AMORC has never had
any occasion to feel that it had any rivals,
or that it could be justified for having
the least degree of jealousy toward any
organization or leaders carrying on a
constructive program and helping seek-
ers to find the greater Light. In truth,
we can only say, as we have always
said, that aside from the false and mis-
leading appeals to the seekers, designed
solely by charlatans or frauds, and which
have but a very short life, all the other
organizations are carrying on a great
work in behalf of humanity, and we are
ready to help them in every possible way
consistent with the fundamental princi-
ples of our organization. We cannot
praise those which are false and fraudu-
lent any more than we can silently toler-
ate their activities without protest when
the spirit demands it. But aside from
these, the other organizations are not
good or bad from any general point of
view, but simply different. All are dif-
ferent in their approach toward the
Light and in their progress along the
Path. All of them are different in their
appeals to the various natures of human
beings, and in their manner of assisting
the individuals in accordance with their
particular needs and requirements. Or-
ganizations devoted to the spreading of
the greater Light are much like human
beings generally; they are neither good
nor bad, but different. Any other way of
attempting to compare them, or any at-
tempt to distinguish one from another
on the basis of comparative goodness, is
an unsound procedure and unfair.

In the past we have taken pains in our
magazine and literature to speak highly
of the great work being accomplished by
Unity of Kansas City. The leaders of
that organization, its officers, workers,
and representatives throughout its entire
field, are men and women of high char-
acter, high ideals, and spiritual beauty.
Their work is a marvelous testimony to
the ingenuity of its founders, and the re-
sults they have produced in the lives of
thousands constitute a remarkable veri-
fication of the magnificence of its scope
and application. W e rejoice in the fact
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that thousands of its followers are also
members of our organization and that
many of its leaders and teachers in vari-
ous parts of the country are students of
Rosicrucianism. No one in the Rosicru-
cian organization ever ceases to be a
student, and none ever attains comple-
tion and graduation in the search for
truth. We are also happy of the fact
that many of our groups throughout the
country work hand in hand with the
Unity groups in the same cities.

W e are also happy in the knowledge
that thousands of our members are stu-
dents of the Theosophical studies and
are members of the various Theosophi-
cal Societies. We have written often
and much about the great work of Mme.
Blavatsky and praised her marvelous ac-
complishments. The work of Mme. Bla-
vatsky, Mary Baker Eddy, and other
women, who have founded or led organi-
zations presenting the great truths of life,
are monuments to the accomplishments
that are possible through the intellects
and inspired minds of women. We re-
cently spoke with sadness and regret of
the passing of Katherine Tingley, one of
the successors to Mme. Blavatsky, whose
wonderful Theosophical Society carried
on such excellent work in this country,
and which is now in the hands of the
illuminated character of Mr. G. de Pu-
rucker. W e have noted also the fine ac-
complishments and steadfast loyalty to
high ideals on the part of Mr. L. W.
Rogers, the president of the American
section of the other Theosophical So-
ciety, headed by Mme. Besant. Mr.
Rogers’ sterling character, forceful ora-
tory, excellent clear thinking, and high
ideals, have kept the society under his
charge in constant improvement and
growth, and is a continuous contribution
to the upliftment of the Theosophical stu-
dents. We are happy to note that the
two national Theosophical movements
are tending toward friendly and sym-
pathetic understanding and mutual co-
operation, rather than toward an attitude

of rivalry, as might occur with organiza-
tions in the commercial world having
similar names and similar principles.

W e are also sure that Krishnamurti is
accomplishing a great work through his
unique and distinctly different manner of
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guidance and instruction. He is setting
a different standard of approach toward
a new Path over which he will lead
many followers, who themselves becom-
ing pathfinders, will make a clear way
that will appeal to multitudes who have
not found any of the other Paths suit-
able to their individual beliefs and re-
quirements.

I could go on and mention a score of
smaller movements in America, including
the various local metaphysical truth so-
cieties, which are contributing to the
greater illumination of the peoples of the
western world. What a joy it is to hear
of what they are accomplishing, and to
hear from their various followers of the

good that has been done in times of
emergency or in periods of despondency
and depression. The messages of salva-
tion, encouragement, and a new view-
point upon life that have come to the
followers of these various movements
have constituted a new start or a new
Path for these persons, and many of them
have found peace and happiness where
before they had sorrow and regret, un-
happiness and misery.

Surely, God is good in His mercy and
in His revelation of His laws to the mes-
sengers of Light, who found and main-
tain these Paths that lead to the goal of
life.

vV V V V V

An Opportunity to Help Others

GOOD NEWS FOR OUR ENTHUSIASTIC MEMBERS
EVERYWHERE

By Frater Royle Thurston, F. R. C.

AM SURE that our enthusi-

astic members, who are al-

ways anxious to aid in the

greater and broader work of

the Rosicrucian organization,

will welcome the following in-

formation which points out a

real opportunity to help in many ways.

Some time ago, we announced that the

work of the Order in foreign lands was

again becoming publicly active, and we

explained how our organization here had

sent a special legate to Europe to rep-

resent the AMORC of North America

in all of its conferences, committee meet-

ings, and congresses, held in various

cities, and to aid in the reorganization

work in those countries by offering the

assistance of our North American juris-

diction. Wonderful reports have come

*rom legate, and many expressions

of high esteem and gratitude for our un-

selfish services in this regard have been

expressed in various cities and countries
of Europe.

The Supreme Secretary has just re-
turned from his official visit to a number
of cities in various countries in Europe,
where he attended special committee
meetings and conferences, and further
pledged the cooperation and service o
Headquarters to modernize their wor
and bring it up to the present-day stand-
ard. The disastrous effects of the Wor
War, which caused many of the jurf
dictions involved to cease their ofhcia
activities, or modified them to a very
insignificant degree, and the periodica
inactivity of one or two jurisdictions, le
the European situation more or less quie
in certain localities, while plans were
made for the re-establishment of outer
activities once more.

During these quiet periods many won-
derful manuscripts were released from
the archives and the secret vaults of the
organization in Europe and were trans-
lated in preparation for the present cycle,
and much official work was accomplished
while the thousands of members in each
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jurisdiction carefully prepared them-
selves for the great campaign of practi-
cal application of the principles. In a
psychic and intellectual sense most of
the jurisdictions of Europe were more
active during the past ten or twelve
years than they have been for a long
time, but in their outer, material, and
physical activity, and in the application
of their principles to the assisting of
those who require instruction and guid-
ance in their search for light, the work
was more or less inactive.

Our Supreme Secretary became espe-
cially interested in the great revival of
the work of our organization that is tak-
ing place in Germany, Austria, and parts
of France. Some few years ago, we aided
the English jurisdiction to enlarge its
outer activities, and it has been success-
fully enlarging those activities to a point
where it can not further increase these
activities until all of the other jurisdic-
tions, that are passing through a physi-
cal change, have completed their plans
and are ready to work in public unison.

The recent selection of a new Inter-
national Secretary for the International
Rosicrucian Council of the world, who
will hold office for a certain number of
years, and the appointment of a few ad-
ditional members to the International
Council, rounds out the membership of
that Council to the magnificent number
of twenty-six International Councilors,
representing twenty-six jurisdictions of
the organization throughout the world,
which are now active and most of which
have been active for many years or cen-
turies. A few countries are still in their
inactive periods in the physical or outer
work, such as Japan, Russia, and Italy.
The recent decision on the part of Mus-
solini, permitting the Freemasons and
Rosicrucians of Italy to hold lodge ses-
sions and to conduct their work again
under a national council composed of
their own members and officers, will re-
sult in a rapid revival of the work in
Italy, and we will be glad to offer our
assistance at once to that jurisdiction.
In Russia and Japan political conditions
will probably prevent the outer activities
for some little time.

In Germany the situation is intensely
interesting to us here in America, for

one excellent reason. The present Im-
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perator, or Grand Master General of the
Rosicrucian Order for Germany, is a di-
rect descendant of the Grand Masters of
preceding cycles. True to the tradition
of the organization, which calls for each
succeeding Grand Master General, or
Imperator, to be a son of the preceding
one if properly qualified, the authority
of the organization in Germany has con-
tinued in the same family for many gen-
erations, and it is well known in Rosi-
crucian history that the organization in
Germany has an unbroken existence and
historical record of activity ever since
the revival under the name of Christian
Rosenkreuz in 1614. Unlike the situa-
tion in America, there is but one organi-
zation calling itself the Rosicrucian Or-
der in Germany, for the name is so
highly regarded there, and the history of
the true organization so well established
in an unbroken line for so many cen-
turies, that no pretenders to Rosicrucian
authority have ever ventured to operate
a commercial scheme of any kind in that
land. It is true that one or two pseudo-
Rosicrucian movements in America, or
publishing concerns printing and selling
so-called Rosicrucian teachings in book
form, have organized some study classes
in Germany, and have sent German
translations of their books into that land
and tried to operate their activities there
under a Rosicrucian emblem that is dif-
ferent from the true one, but such work
has been condemned by the mass of
German students, for they do not appre-
ciate such infringements upon the good
reputation of another organization, and
the matter has already had one legal ses-
sion in a court and the unofficial organi-
zation was defeated in its action. But it
is not only a fact that the present Su-
preme Lodge of the Order in Germany
is one of the central archives for most of
the valuable Rosicrucian manuscripts
still preserved in Europe, as well as true
that this German Supreme Lodge is the
central storehouse of the ancient docu-
ments coming down from the original
Christian Rosenkreuz period, but it is

also a fact that it was out of this juris-
diction that the first colony of Rosicru-
cian students, masters, and workers
came to America to establish Rosicru-
cianism on these shores in 1694. This
gives all of us here in America an espe-
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cial appreciation of the work accom-
plished in the past by the German juris-
diction, and, although our present or-
ganization was assisted in its revival by
the French jurisdiction, the Rosicrucians
of North America can never forget the
great work accomplished by the German
Rosicrucians, who helped to establish so
many cultural and educational move-
ments in the first American colonies, and
contributed so liberally to the establish-
ment of many of America’s first impor-
tant scientific, humanitarian, educational,
and religious institutions.

It is for this particular reason that we
are anxious now to help the German and
Austrian jurisdictions to carry on the
great activities which they are planning
to carry on, and through which the other
jurisdictions in Europe will be greatly
helped and enabled to cooperate, so as
to make most of Europe one solid unit
in cooperative work.

| suppose it is needless for us to say
that while the spirit of Rosicrucianism
is high in Germany, and while they pos-
sess invaluable manuscripts that, from a
commercial point of view, are worth for-
tunes, and while their hearts are filled
with enthusiasm and in every way they
are anxious to serve humanity and help
the world-wide activity of the Rosicru-
cian Order, they are handicapped by the
national financial situation, which makes
it impossible for them to do many things
that are absolutely necessary within the
next twelve months. Many, if not most
of the officers of the organization there,
have sacrificed their personal fortunes,
their large estates and homes, and all of
their personal interests, to maintain the
continuity and necessary activity of the
organization, while all of the members
have contributed to the utmost of their
ability.

We, here at Headquarters, are
going to aid them in every possible
financial way, as well as in the spirit of
the work, but I know from the letters
received during the past few months,
since we first announced the great re-
vival in Germany, that hundreds of our
members who appreciate what the Ger-
man jurisdiction of the Order has ac-
complished in the past for the rest of
Europe or, in fact, for the entire world,
as well as for the first colonies of Amer-
ica, are anxious to help the present Ger-

man jurisdiction with their voluntary
donations and financial contributions.
When you stop to realize that a single
dollar of American money represents a
considerable amount to these persons in
this country across the ocean, and fur-
ther realize that with each dollar a great
amount of world-wide good can be ac-
complished by the German organization,
I am sure that most of our members will
be willing and happy to contribute sone
small amount to a special fund, which
we wish to send in monthly amounts to
the International Secretary in Europe to
be applied to the German and Austrian
or other jurisdictions. As soon as the
German jurisdiction can arrange to do
so it intends to publish a small monthly
magazine in the German language, and
I am sure that many of our German
members here in North America will
want to subscribe to that publication.
Many other private matters will be pub-
lished by the German jurisdiction for
distribution, exclusively among Rosicru-
cians in various parts of the world, giv-
ing them the benefit of valuable manu-
scripts heretofore held in the archives
awaiting the right year for official re-
lease. In the meantime, however, these
voluntary donations toward a general
fund are desirable, and our members can
help in this regard by sending their do-
nations of any amount, small or large,
from time to time, to us. Acknowledg-
ment of these donations will be properly
made, and to all those who send a dona-
tion of $50, a certificate of honorary
membership in the German organization
of long and honorable existence will be
sent, bearing the signature of the Inter-
national Secretary and Imperator of the
German jurisdiction. But all small dona-
tions of a dollar, or even less, will be
greatly appreciated and put into the gen-
eral fund. If our members will send these
to us from time to time, beginning as
soon as possible after the receipt of this
magazine, giving only such amounts as
they can easily and freely spare from
their own blessings and in no way jeop-
ardizing their present obligations, we
will be glad to transmit this money in
monthly amounts to the International

Secretary and acknowledge each contri-
bution.

Please note the following: Make
your checks or money orders payable to
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AMORC Funds, or send your cash in
small or large amounts in a registered
letter, but please address your envelope
to Mr. Royle Thurston, and in your
letter state that the money is to be placed
in the Foreign Donation Fund so that
we will thoroughly understand that the
remittance is not for the Cathedral W el-
fare League, or for the general Welfare
Department of our organization, or for
any other purpose. Now let us see what
we can do to show our love, apprecia-
tion, and true Rosicrucian spirit. The

Cosmic must use physical, material chan-
nels to obtain the physical, material
things of this earth to carry on its physi-
cal, material work. The Cosmic can not
create money in the material form, but
must use earthly channels for this pur-
pose.

If you volunteer to make yourself one
of these channels to aid the Cosmic, you
assure yourself of Cosmic benediction
and recognition that may serve you well
at a time when you need more than any-
thing else the help of the Cosmic.

vV V V V V

Cosmic Compensation and Karma
YOU CAN PAY OFF YOUR DEBT—BUT NOT WITH GOLD

By Frater George Hurley

[F ALL the Oriental philo-
sophical principles known to
the western world for many
ages, there is none that is
so greatly misunderstood as
the law of compensation, or
the law of Karma, as it is
more commonly known.

Its very origin as a doctrine, and its
original analysis by eminent philoso-
phers, is little known and few, indeed,
realize that some of the world’s master
thinkers in all countries and in all ages
have written about it and explained its
logic and its continuous operation. It
seems to be so easy for many to think
that because a great law or a great prin-
ciple was first revealed by the oriental
philosophers, it is something that was
created by them and is purely a philo-
sophical belief, based on faith and of no
consequence to the western world or to
those of modern times. In this wise, the
law of Karma, or the law of compensa-
tion, as it is called in the western world,
has been greatly condemned by those
who have not even given it a single mo-
ment of consideration. Such persons
would be surprised to know that not
only did the orientals have nothing to
do with the establishment of the law but
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that every scientific investigation proves
that it is an immutable law of the Cos-
mic, and that in every consideration of
the economical scheme of life, the law
must be taken into consideration as an
exact law of life. It is not a religious
law nor even a purely ethical law. The
true atheist—if there be such a creature
—can easily become convinced of the
presentation and universality of the law
of compensation, as can the most ortho-
dox and devout of any of the religions,
including the Christian religion.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, the eminent
essayist, wrote a lengthy essay explaining
his understanding of the law of com-
pensation. If you have never read this
famous essay, you owe it to yourself to
go to some library and get a book of
Emerson’s essays and read the one on
Compensation and then read the one on
Spiritual Laws, and you will understand
why the law of Karma is a fundamental
law.

Briefly stated, the law is, that as you
sow, so shall you reap; as you create, so
shall you have; as you do unto others,
so shall they do unto you; as you incur
debts, so shall you pay. It is strange to
say that if a man or woman purchases
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something from a store on credit or on
memo, and a week or a month later re-
ceives a bill with a request that the
goods be paid for, the person does not
look upon this demand for payment as
a punishment inflicted by the seller of
the goods simply to make the buyer suf-
fer for having them, but when it comes
to the law of compensation, and the pay-
ment of debts under that law, millions
of persons seem to think that any form
of just compensation is a punishment.
They are the type of person who be-
lieves that when he sticks his finger into
the flame and feels pain, that nature has
caused this pain in order to punish
him for his foolishness. On this basis,
the ignorant person has to suffer along
with the intelligent one, and there seems
to be neither mercy nor justice in the
law. When the little kitten innocently
sticks his nose into the flame of the gas
logs, not knowing that the pretty, at-
tractive color is injurious to flesh, and
suffers an acute sting of pain, the little
kitten is not being punished by nature
for its lack of knowledge as to what the
flame would do, for this would be un-
just. The pain he feels, like the pain
that man feels when he sticks his finger
into the flame, is a signal on the part of
nature to teach both man and the Kitten
that the act is injurious to the safety and
well-being of the physical body and to
warn both of them against repeating the
same act. W e see, therefore, that instead
of pain being a punishment in this case,
it is an intensive lesson of instruction
which could not be taught and impressed
so thoroughly in any other way. From
this point of view, the operation of the
law is just and kindly, and, most of all,
constructive rather than destructive.
When the seller of the merchandise in-
sists, even to the extent of taking his
debt into court, that the debt be paid, he
is not attempting to inflict a hardship
nor punish the purchaser, but to teach
him a lesson that all must make com-
pensation for what they receive.

All Karmic debts, or all debts created
under the law of compensation, must be
paid for, just as all contributions to the
good of mankind must be rewarded.
There is no escaping either the payment

of the debt or the reception of the bless-

ing. ine law is merciful, inasmuch a
it is just, and it is impersonal and im
partial.

There is a commonly mistaken idk<
that the law of Karma is equivalent t©
some ancient oriental man-made law the:
claims an eye for an eye, and a toot!
for a tooth. Many of man’s present-da)
laws of the land are based upon ths
false understanding of the natural law
of compensation. In many of our man-
made laws we find the demand of an
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,
and even a life for a life, while on the
other hand, man’s inability to equal the
justice of the law of compensation is
shown in his inconsistency in this re-
gard, for many other laws he has cre-
ated do not demand an eye for an eye
or a tooth for a tooth, but often a life
for a simple act of error.

If you will study the law of Karma,
you will see how simply and how beau-
tifully it operates in your life, and in
the life of everyone else. The primary
consideration in the operation of the law
is the motive back of each act which we
perform. W e may innocently injure an-
other person physically, mentally, or
morally, or even financially, and find
later on that we have to compensate for
this innocent act in a mild manner. But
the compensation must be made and a
demand for the compensation will con-
tinue until the compensation is made and
the lesson connected with it is learned.
On the other hand, the same act per-
formed wilfully and with malicious, de-
structive thought in mind will bring from
the Cosmic the demand for a different
form of compensation than would the
innocent act. And again, this compen-
sation will be demanded until it is paid
and the lesson learned.

Man s idea of compensation in de-
manding an eye f