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THE

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
THE NATURE OF SELF
By THE IMPERATOR

F W E were asked
to define the word
opportunity, with
out reference to a
lexicon or diction
ar y, a f t e r s o me
thought upon the
subject I am cer
tain that most of
us w o u l d desig
nate it as an ad
vantageous cir
cumstance. If we
were to give more
thought to the word, we would come to
realize that an opportunity or an ad
vantageous circumstance has no inde
pendent existence. That is. there is no
thing or combination of things to which
we can point and say that, in and by it
self. is opportunity. Rather, we would
agree that an opportunity arises out of
a relationship between mind, on the one
hand, and experience, on the other. In
other words, from our processes of
thinking, reasoning, analysis, or mind
generally, and our experiences, percep
tions. or contacts with the outside world,
there are produced those circumstances
which we identify as opportunity. There
fore, opportunity is a strange kind of
reality, one which is dependent upon the
subjective or inner world of man. and
the objective or external world for its
existence.
The nature of self is somewhat similar
to
opportunity, as we just considered
The
it. W e may draw a parallel between the
Rosicrucian
kind of reality which opportunity is. and
D igest
self. Self. too. has no concrete reality.
A ugust
It has no substance which we can ob
jectively recognize or perceive. You
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cannot point out to anyone any condi
tion or thing which you can designate
as self. The individual differentiation of
our bodies is no proof of it. The fact
that you are conscious of your own ma
terial form, as you look upon yourself,
and at the same time become aware of
the existence of other beings, and are
thus able to distinguish between your
form and others, I repeat, is no proof
of self. Man has the faculty and men
tal capacity for distinguishing between
many objects or realities. W e can dis
tinguish between similar trees and our
selves. similar animals and ourselves.
This differentiation, then, merely proves
that so far as our bodies, our physical
forms are concerned, we are of the same
general reality, of the same material
existence as other things.
Let us look at the matter in this light.
Presume that you are seated alone in a
room, that is, there are no other persons
present, and before you are only three
empty chairs. You study these chairs.
One of them, perhaps, has a seat of red
leather, another one has a cane or straw
back; the third may be all wood, with
curved side-arms, and quite ornate.
Then, you turn your gaze from the
chairs to yourself, and you observe that
you seem to have as much material
existence as they do. You observe the
texture of your clothes, the color of
your flesh: you look down at your
shoes, and you gaze again at the chairs.
Suddenly you close your eyes. The
chairs completely disappear, not alone
the chairs, but that physical being, the
physical form that was you. W hat re
mains? A peculiar kind of function com
posing a matrix of sensations, sensations
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to which you cannot assign any name,
any identity, and yet they are very
familiar. They have a kind of negative
existence. W e may compare them to
the silence one experiences in a great
forest, or out on the desert. There may
be no sounds, and yet the silence is
equally as real. It has a negative nature,
it is a negative contrary, as darkness is
to light. W e feel a sort of sensitivity,
an awareness. True, accompanying it
are ideas, fleeting memory impressions,
recollections, but the most impressive
experience is that potentiality, a seem
ing readiness to manifest as an active
being. This quality is an entity; it cer
tainly has an existence, and an in
escapable one. N o matter where we go,
where we are, it always persists. This
then, is self.
N ow of course time, w e all know, is
a subjective notion. That is, it arises
within our own subliminal conscious
ness. But it is also dependent upon the
objective world, because as we look out
upon, listen, feel, or have those empirical
impressions that w e call the external
world, we place all those immediate
things of which we are aware in the
category of the present. Recollections,
or memory impressions, by comparison
with what we objectively perceive, are
called the past. Things that we can
conceive or plan or imagine about, and
which we do not objectively perceive are
said to be o f the future. But when we
obliterate the objective world, when we
shut it out through the suppressing o f
our sense perceptors and faculties, time
does not exist. There is just the present.
Self is therefore divisionless. W e can
not put it in the past, w e cannot put it
in the future. Self is always, when and
wherever it functions. W herever we
have the realization that it is, wherever
we have that potentiality, that sensitivity
of our own being, that is self; and since
we cannot separate it from our being, it
is always of the present.
Self arises out o f the unity o f two
Cosmic attributes— life force and matter.
In other words, when substance is im
bued with that energy which makes it
animate, there we have the beginnings
of self. T he simplest phenomenon of
this unity is consciousness. In its early
stages it is merely an involuntary reac
tion to environment, a drawing of the
organism to those things which would

further its welfare, or a repelling of that
which irritates or which would disturb
its unity. Thus, in such things as plants,
we find it compelling the plant to turn
toward sunlight, or to avoid it, or to
seek water, or to avoid it. The highest
expression o f this consciousness, of this
unity of life force in matter, is self—
a knowledge o f the existence o f its
own entity and a recognition of its
environment.
Up to this point w e have been an
alyzing self generally in a philosophical
sort o f way. However, there are today
three very specific and prominent popu
lar theories on the nature of self. One is
known as substantialism. This, as the
name itself implies, calls self a sub
stance, just as the body is matter or ma
terial substance. This theory contends
that there is a soul body, and self is o f
it. Obviously, therefore, substantialism
is a dualism, recognizing a psychic or
soul body, on the one hand, of which
self is, and a material body, on the
other.
Another theory o f self is known as
integrationism. This seeks to identify
self with a system. It endeavors to inte
grate the states o f mind, the emotions,
and the experiences; to say that these
things, the system o f thinking, emotion
alism and experiences as a whole, are
what we term self. Then there is that
which is known as transcendentalism.
This is more complex. It tries to have
self rise above the theory of it, being a
substance or an object. It defines self as
the subject of the experiences which we
have. Namely, it pre-supposes that self
is that which recognizes or perceives,
and that which apprehends or compre
hends as well. The consciousness pre
supposes such a thing as self, this theory
contends, because it conceives a world,
and because it reacts to what it con
ceives. Transcendentalism opposes the
other two systems as advocating self as
substance. It holds that substantialism
admits its theory o f self as substance.
Integrationism declares that the emo
tions and states, as a system, are self,
and a system would be an object, and
an object, therefore, would also be a
substance. This resolves down to the
continuous argument about the sub
stance and object o f self— or which it is,
in other words.

It must be admitted that self is ever
implied in our thoughts and in our ac
tions. There are so many things which
we do daily, only because we conceive
that we have self, and we act in re
sponse to what appear to be the dictates
or impulses or motives of that self. A t
least, self does have sufficient reality, no
matter what we call it, to be argued
about. If it did not have such reality as
to cause us to contemplate it and to dis
cuss it, we would not. This reminds us
o f the principle, now a classic of phi
losophy, expounded by the French
philosopher. Rene Descartes, cogito ergo
sum (I think, therefore, I am). He
meant by this that we can argue the
whole world away, we can say that
nothing exists in the heavens or in the
bowels o f the earth, that there are not
any heavens or earth. Y es, we could
even say that there is no God, and that
we do not exist. But for all o f that, that
which is able to argue all things away,
must itself at least exist. If self is a sub
stance, it is a distinctive kind o f sub
stance, like that o f pain and pleasure.
A toothache is not an object like the
tooth, but no one will rationally deny
the reality of the pain, and that it has
some kind of substance. Though self
cannot be an object that we can weigh
or measure, it is a substance which is
perceived. The question is: what kind
o f a substance? Is it altogether psy
chical, or has it some material, physical
aspects?
There is a school of thought con
ceived with the nature o f self, which has
persisted for some time, though it has
become prominent only periodically. It
is known as Panpsychism. It affirms
that all nature has a psychical reality,
that is. that everything that is, all being,
all particulars, are of a psychical nature.
Thus, matter is no less nor more psy
chical than brain, and consciousness has
no more of a psychic essence than that
o f matter. All of them are expressions
o f nature, and nature is psychical. The
personal consciousness o f man. or what
we designate as self, is the highest ex
pression in nature, but even though it be
the highest, it is no more psychical in
The
quality
than that o f man’s body. In
Rosicrucian
other words, everything which mani
Digest
fests, is a process o f nature, a gradation
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o f phenomena. In essence they are all
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the same, psychical. In the importance

o f their manifestation, in their complex
ity, some, such as the personal con
sciousness, exceed others.
There are also those who affirm that
self, or what man terms it. is a psychical
system. In other words, man as an or
ganism has a brain and consciousness,
the result of the energies and forces
which produce life, and through this
brain and consciousness he apprehends,
in principle at least, the nature o f the
universe. In a general way he compre
hends the magnitude o f the great system
of which he is a part, and then he freely
acts in response to his particular appre
hension. In other words, as he perceives
some general principle of nature, he re
sponds to it. This is really a mechanistic
theory. Though it uses the term psy
chical, it does not use it in the spiritual
or Cosmic sense, but rather from a psy
chological point o f view. It really avers
that man inwardly is a delicate mechan
ism, and when he is brought in contact
with external conditions and impelling
forces, he responds or reacts to them,
and the aggregate of these reactions,
the characteristics which he displays in
his environment, constitute his self.
Using an analogy, it would be like a
small gyroscope spinning upon a table
top in a state of equilibrium. W h en any
thing came in contact with it, like a
pencil or book, or any other object, it
would rebound, move away, adjust it
self to the influence the thing had upon
it: and those different adjustments under
such circumstances would designate its
self, its peculiar and different reactions
would constitute the personality or self
of the gyroscope.
It is generally admitted by all the ad
vocates of these different systems and
theories that self, whatever it may be, is
developed by the choices which it makes.
There are certain dominant inclinations
which we experience, certain impulses
and urges, and every time we impose
our will, exercise our volition to further
those inclinations, we develop self. C on
scious action, namely, expands self. The
more we act in accordance with our
thoughts and our decisions, our organ
ized thoughts and our definite decisions,
we develop self. It is not sufficient that
we merely register impressions, become
a storehouse of impulses, for self to de
velop. Something more is needed —
choice and will. A photographic plate
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has the capacity to register light im an intelligence, and this intelligence has
pressions, innumerable ones, but it can its functions to perform. Just as the ob
not select them; it cannot prefer. M an jective consciousness makes man aware
can, and in exercising that power, he is o f the world in which he lives, causes
manifesting self.
him to respond to it, so the divine con
The Rosicrucian conception o f self is. sciousness, o f which self is, has inherent
by contrast to these other doctrines and within it the responsibility of maintain
theories, quite simple, and embodies ing life force, and the purposes o f life
many of their principles, though it is in in man's complex being. This intelli
opposition to some. W e as Rosicrucians, gence exists throughout all o f man’s
refer to the true self as the inner self, physical form from the top o f the hair
the ego, in contradistinction to the on his head to the soles of his feet,
physical body and its mortal appearance. carrying on duties like officers garri
W e say that this inner self is the spir soned in remote parts o f the world. This
itual consciousness resident in the physi mind or intelligence, since it permeates
cal body. In other words, it is the con the physical being, forms an invisible or
sciousness of the spiritual or divine intangible body like a halo or an aura
source which you may term G od or surrounding a candlelight.
Divine Mind, or as you please. T he
T he Rosicrucians further declare that
Rosicrucians further affirm that there is our consciousness of self, or our person
not just one body, a physical body, in al individuality, depends upon the dis
which there is a spiritual consciousness tinctions which consciousness makes.
which manifests through a dual process The more definite these certain distinc
(that is, one time objectively, the next tions, the more exact is our conscious
subjectively) but rather, there are two ness o f self. T he consciousness is re
bodies, two substances. Therefore, Rosi- quired to make a sharp distinction be
crucianism adheres to the doctrine of tween the external, outer world, and the
duality. There is the inner conscious subjective or inner world o f man. It
ness or self, the spiritual being, and must recognize these two kinds of exist
there is the outer or physical. They ence; it must sharply define the duality
have a relationship to each other, for o f man's being and become aware of
they are dual attributes.
self. It is advisable that we establish
The Rosicrucians further declare that this familiarity with the psychic self.
the self is not limited, it is not confined. T he more we do. the more existence we
It can extend itself anywhere through have to ourselves. Further, it makes us
out the entire universe. This is quite independent of those transitory, evan
cogent when we understand that self is escent results which come from attempt
of the divine consciousness, which is uni ing to develop the ego through ostenta
versal. Therefore self being part of it, tion and pomp. The objectivist, the
is not just limited to the physical body extrovert, who lives almost entirely in
and its ability to travel or move within a the outer objective world, finds it neces
certain environment. Self, likewise, is sary to resort to considerable ostenta
perfect. It cannot be contaminated, cor tion, so as to attract attention to him
rupted or degraded. It is perfect be self. T he more people who he is aware
cause it is of the divine, and the divine realize his existence, the more he too be
is the ultimate standard o f perfection. comes aware o f it. T h e objectivist be
There are not degrees o f perfection; a lieves that when he is not much noticed,
thing is either perfect or it is not, and or people are not paying him attention,
such absolute perfection we attribute to he is lost, even to himself. In his own
the divine. Therefore, self is likewise opinion he loses the prominence of self.
unaffected by environment, unaffected The mystic realizes that that is a wrong
by man's associations, unaffected by the attitude. He grows in self and in promi
profane, b y immorality and by disease. nence as he becomes more intimate with
Also it cannot be added to because of the divine within him. He becomes more
one’s education or cultural acquirements. real to himself, and no number of per
Self has a psychic body, a body just sons who may acclaim him would make
as definite as the physical one. though him more real than he is, when he is con
o f course not of the same substance. scious of self. Furthermore, the mystic
Since self is o f the Divine M ind, it has would rather, through his states o f at[ 247 ]

tunement with the self, bring back into
the objective world ideas and ideals
which, by their high purpose, would
attract people.
The Rosicrucians hold that true per
sonal perfection comes in the develop
ment o f the consciousness of self. W h en
we are wholly in accord, fully aware o f
self, we are then absorbed into the in
finite because self is of G od at all times,
and when we are completely attuned
with it, we are absorbed into the A b so
lute of the Infinite. This perfection is
like a ripple that is absorbed into the
surface waters o f the Nile. This does

not mean, however, that when we ex
perience this absorption into the in
finite, we lose our personality, that self
disappears. Rather, we realize at all
times our own existence, but also our
oneness with all existence.
Self is a manifestation of the Divine
Mind. It is not a separate phenomenon;
it is this mind realizing itself. Matter is
one manifestation o f the divine. Self
consciousness in man is the other. A s
Baruch Spinoza said, when man is self
conscious, when he is aware of his own
existence, then G od realizes himself, be
cause the self of man is the self o f God.
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Lodge, this should be done. All correspondence appertaining to the Rosicrucian teach
ings should likewise, as customary, be directed to the proper Grand Lodge Department
at San Jose, California. W e are most happy to have such excellent Rosicrucians com
pose the Grand Lodge Advisory Board.
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Concerning Psychic Power
By I rvin

H. B rooks , F. R. C.

A N Y s t u d e n t s of
Ar cane Science
delve into M ysti
cism and O ccult
ism year after year
with the f e e l i n g
that just a r o u n d
the c o r n e r t he y
will find the psy
chic power which
has a l w a y s f a s 
c i n a t e d them.
T hey hearken to
the M a s t e r s and
Teachers who say that when the stu
dent adept is ready, psychic power will
come. T o some it comes slowly as they
practice the Law with diligent attention
to possible uses for such power. T o
others it may come suddenly, as a great
need arises in which the ordinary physi
cal and mental powers are inadequate.
Still others may never in this life dis
cover the psychic power they seek.
It would seem that the important thing
to do is determine just what power we
wish, and what use we would make of
it when it comes. T h e student who has
not learned to direct his physical and
mental forces into the proper channels
of expression and use, may well wonder
why he even desires psychic power.
One may well ask, what is psychic
power? W h y desire it? There is one
great saying that leads us to the answer
to the first question: “ All things work
together for good, for they who love
G od." Psychic power is the use of all
laws which require things to work to

gether for good. W e either make our
selves a small burning glass to direct
these powers to a certain individual or
to a certain situation; or allow the Law
to make use of us for a flow of psychic
power to a directed point.
In answer to the second question —
why desire psychic power?—we must
refer to the first answer: so that we may
direct things to work together for good.
Thus all powers, psychic, occult, mental,
physical; begin to coordinate in Purpose.
If we have our finite and mundane
forces and powers handy to promote
every whim and fancy in the physical,
mental and emotional life, then have the
other extreme of Infinite Powers and
Arcane Forces impinging on us from
the Divine side of our total existence,
surely the acquisition of psychic power
consists of discovering ways and means
of bringing the two together in fulfil
ment o f our larger Destiny.
There is nothing so wonderful or mar
velous about psychic power. N or is there
anything so desirable about it as long as
we have other means to accomplish a
purpose. M any people go about the
world doing useful things in a simple,
direct manner, unconsciously using psy
chic forces of which they are unaware.
Anyone who hopes and prays— who
lives from day to day, week to week,
with a Purpose which chords with D i
vine Harm ony—is making use o f psy
chic power. Any student with love and
compassion in his heart, who breathes
a prayer for the afflicted or sheds tears
that add to the Mystic Lake whose
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waters have the power to heal both
body and Spirit, is an occultist. Great,
are those who go about with smiles
and graciousness neutralizing the evil
they contact with an outpouring o f love.
One simple illustration of a simple
use o f power will suffice for the reader
to understand how the great pulse of
humanity will key on the Cosmic Key
board and return harmonious chords to
the attentive pupil.
A man had two friends for whom he
had much regard; but these two friends
were unfriendly toward each other. This
man decided he did not wish this state
o f affairs to continue if there was any
thing he could do about it; so he said
to himself, "Sometime within a few
weeks I W IL L that an opportunity shall
come for me to meet these two people—
we three alone, under such conditions
and circumstances that it will be a most
natural thing for me to speak the right
words and use the right gestures to
bring about a complete conciliation be
tween them.” A s he whispered these
words he made it a prayer. He made the
thought as High and Powerful as the
Heavens. H e imagined his selfless
thought a stone dropped into a lake.
T he ripples spread and increased until
they touched the distant shores and all
things were W IL L E D to work together
for G O O D for these two persons who
could not love G od completely until
they learned to love each other.
A fter this effort, the man went about
his duties with the expectation o f com
plete fulfillment o f the Cosmic message
he had broadcast. He made no plans,
no sly effort to get his two friends to
gether. He simply left it to the Divine
M ind to amplify his thought on such
frequencies and wave lengths as He
knew best to bring about the lines and
Cycles o f Divine Forces which were
to affect all parties concerned in this
picture o f reconciliation.
T h e results o f this effort to make use
o f Divine Forces in a constructive man
ner were successful, and each student
The
can prove this from his own efforts to
Rosicruciati use his inherent psychic power to do
good in the world of his own choosing.
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So often these powers do not need
discovering or finding, or even waiting
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for; they are inherent within us and
only need release for such uses as the
world has need for. For the neophyte
to discover psychic power too soon, may
not have the best effect. The proper
exercise o f faith must build up a forti
tude before the student is prepared to
face discouragement which is nearly al
ways prevalent with advanced mysti
cism. The advancing student, cultivat
ing the proper sense o f awareness of
the principles o f Unity, will discover
evidences o f power in his everyday life
that he can acknowledge as being psy
chic in nature. W ith each new use and
each repeated use o f the psychic quali
ties, he will see a gradual increase of
strength in potentiality and in demon
stration.
This is the wonderful system used by
the Rosicrucian Order in the various
Neophyte and Temple Degrees. As the
student advances in understanding, he
is encouraged with experiments in which
he employs the various Laws and Prin
ciples and demonstrates for himself
powers o f great potentiality. It remains
for the sincere disciple to discover ways
and means to make practical use of these
powers under proper guidance.
W e have all had the experience of
looking all over the table for the salt
and, as we begin to wonder where else
it could be we discover it right by our
elbow; too close for our impatient search
to discover. Let us not be that way
with our powers, but look closely by
our sides, look upon our persons, look
within— and there discover the simple
but powerful forces we often overlook
in our eagerness to seek the exciting,
the fascinating, the fantastic.
Is anything simpler or more natural
than L O V E ? Is anything more power
ful? Is anything easier to capture than
a feeling o f compassion? Is anything
more sublimely blanketing or comfort
ing? Thus, find the signature o f your
harmony written in the simpler things.
Enlarge your comprehension and appre
ciation o f life by seeking the simple
melodies that theme through the com
plexities. Then, when the rudiments of
melody have been mastered we can
range at will over the Cosmic Keyboard
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(Concluded on Page 255)

Three Circles of Reflection
A STUDY IN SELF ANALYSIS
By A lle g r o
B O V E the mirror
like p o o l of s e l f
k n o w l e d g e we
suspend our con
s c i o u s n e s s by
means o f medita
tion. Like a mo
ti onl ess, p o i s e d
butterfly we seek
to look down into
the dimly lighted
d e p t h s a nd a t 
tempt to know the
self.
It is thus we learn . . . w e find that
an ancient admonishment still points out
its eternal verity that "T h e Temple at
Delphi Shadows Forth the Truth.” W e
should never forget nor ignore the les
son so beautifully portrayed by the sun
dial.
The reflection which we behold in
the pool is multiple in its manifestation.
Each and every mood, desire and action
of our being colors and changes our in
terpretation of the image reflected. But,
generally speaking, we can separate its
phases into three great classifications.
They are, namely, the physical, the
mental and the psychic. Although this
statement is very old, and though it has
been repeated through many ages, it is
yet a great field for thought.
In the field of the physical the reflec
tion reveals to us many things about
ourselves by three outstanding sets of
impressions. These are shown by ob
servation o f the facial features, by the

posture o f the body in its moments of
repose, and by the characteristic manner
o f physical movement.
The face is a most sensitive scroll in
which each feature is surely molded by
one’s every thought, aspiration and
emotion into an immutable record. Let
us look well, therefore, as we should, at
this facial page and alter our actions,
thoughts and ambitions to correct its
contour.
The relaxed posture of our bodies, if
carefully watched, will give us keys to
some of our outstanding characteristics.
T he humped shoulders and the slumped
body are tell-tale indications of quali
ties we do not like to have discussed;
but other and better habits o f posture
are indicative of better attributes. So as
we behold the reflected posture let us
improve it all we can.
Then, clearly, in contradistinction to
our posture in repose we see the re
flected picture of our movements. Lack
o f free bodily motion, sudden jerky
nervous motions and absence of free,
graceful unhampered action have an im
portant message for us in helping us
to really know ourselves.
There are many other items o f mani
festation in the physical world or mun
dane plane which are knowledge re
flectors, evident physical things which
affect any or all of the physical senses
until their very multiplicity is confusing
to our consciousness. However, any
one of them, when it is segregated from
the rest and meditated upon, is filled
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with light which helps to solve our
"mystery.”
Again, within the physical circle, we
see the mental sphere. This sphere dis
plays more revelations o f the self with
in. It, too, shows its manifestations
through three principal channels. These
may be set down as: First, thought;
second, speech; and third, adaptability.
In the first, thought is reflected and
emphasized in a double mirror, being
mirrored back and more fully shown by
action following and resulting from the
thought. This may become apparent to
our consciousness in many hundreds of
ways, revealing desires, emotions and
passions to be more fully accented or to
bear us karmic lessons.
In the second, speech is one o f the
many secondary reflections following
the process of thought. From our earli
est word spoken down to our very last
utterance, speech gives either or both
direct and indirect indication o f the in
ner nature o f our being. Speech gives
us daily communication with our fel
lows; speech brings us our contact with
training in life— in school, in college, in
all o f our contacts of experience; speech
by its constructive or destructive use
helps to build or to raze our incarna
tion's structures. Let us earnestly sit in
judgment o f our own speech and o f the
impulses prompting our speech. Let us
do this often. Then let us start at once
to do some reconstruction. A nd let us
continue that process as long as we are
entrusted with the consciousness to
do it.
T he third phase o f the mental world
as it is reflected may be described by
the term “ adaptability.” Adaptability is
apparently on the border-line approach
ing the psychic universe but it can be
observed and studied and we can gather
unto ourselves a great and beneficial
quantity o f this reflection.
Looking deeply once more into the
silvery image of our reflected manifesta
tion. we find there the third picture por
trayed. A t first it appears hazy and dim
in its varying outline, but if we give it
our utmost in concentration it very soon
grows more plain. Eventually it will
The
Rosicrucian surpass and supersede the first two
image manifestations. It is the psychic
Digest
reflection, which, while infinitely harder
August
to perceive, will yield to our efforts the
multi-jeweled pass-key o f self mastery
1941

if we attain it through trials o f pain and
patience.
This p s y c h i c reflection, h o w e v e r ,
leaves its marks, signs, signals and sym
bols to be interpreted just as indelibly
as, if not more clearly than, the lessonpictures or shadows of the physical and
the mental.
It is shadowed forth in environment,
in so-called exoteric human response,
and in esoteric response.
O f these environment is the most evi
dent. It reflects the mental attitude and
offers hints as to the stage o f progress
attained. The environment may be that
created by the progressing student or it
may be that to which he or she is par
ticularly attracted. T he creation, of
course, reflects much o f its creator. W e
may easily judge our comparative prog
ress by those things which attract and
hold our attentions and our desires.
This is another form o f reflection. En
vironment in this sense must not be
completely eliminated from our occa
sional consideration.
Human response, the reaction o f other
human beings to the unspoken thoughts
o f our consciousness, and their response
to our physical actions, is perhaps also
to be classified as a part o f the element
of environment. In itself and o f itself,
it points out forcibly the outstanding
features o f our physical, mental and
psychic being. Sometimes this is difficult
to discern but when once discovered
and fully realized, it can, if we permit
it, give us a great new and fuller under
standing o f ourselves.
There is also another response to the
reflection from within which may be
termed esoteric response. It is most
subtle and vague to the outer conscious
ness. Although inexpressible in mere
words, the w ay pointed out through
these i m p r e s s i o n s l e a d s definitely
through all o f the problems o f progress
to heights which would never otherwise
be attainable. All o f the other mani
festations of our reflection eventually
lead or revert to this one key, therefore
we should always be alert to sense it.
Sometimes the reflection of our in
dividual reflection is too close to us to
be fully appreciated. This is illustrated
when we stand too near to a great work
o f art to interpret the full portrayal.
Distance lends clarity. If this is our
(Concluded on Page 255)
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A Changing Universe
By F r a te r L ouis A. F. M
ERIODICALLY
man's conceptions
of the un i v e r s e ,
since the time of
h is e a r l i e s t
t h o u g h t , ha v e
changed. Ptolemy,
who extended and
s y s t e m i z e d the
idea o f Apollonius
and H y p a r c h u s ,
s u p p o s e d the
earth to be a fixed
center o f the uni
verse, around which the sun revolved
(geocentric universe). This conception
was later rejected when Copernicus
came forth with the theory that the
earth rotated daily on its axis and that
the earth and the planets revolved in
orbits around the sun (heliocentric uni
verse). This conception, clear in its
simplicity has stood the test o f time, but
like other Copernican theories, it has
not been left untouched by the progress
of science.
It is a little over three hundred years
ago that scientists began to get an inter
pretation o f the story. Since Galileo
and Newton rapid strides have been
made. Some o f the questions of nature
have been solved. However, a great
number o f the solutions have proved to
be only temporary and superficial, as
witnessed by the rise and fall o f the
mechanical view, a view that ultimately
failed, not only from the scientific side,
but from the philosophical side as well.
Thirty-five years ago, Einstein came
forth with his theory or conception of

aes

relativity which caused quite a stir and
upheaval in scientific circles, for the
theory of relativity threw into the dis
card the beloved ether theory, a ficti
tious ether that has existed in science
for almost two centuries and grew into
many ethers, until there were almost as
many as unsolved problems in physics.
So science accepts or rejects theories,
depending on whether or not a new
theory fits into its modern structure.
For example, as Jeans says (Universe
Around U s): "T h e formulae of modern
science are judged mainly, if not entire
ly, by their capacity for describing the
phenomena o f nature with simplicity,
accuracy, and completeness. For in
stance, the ether has dropped out of
science, not because scientists as a
whole have formed a reasoned judg
ment that no such thing exists, but be
cause they find they can describe all the
phenomena of nature quite perfectly
without it. It merely cumbers the pic
ture, so they leave it out. If at some
future time they find they need it, they
will put it back again." Here we have
an example of the inconsistency of sci
ence, and why our minds are so easily
filled with misconceptions, and why the
knowledge of science so often turns on
itself.
Present day science has many difficult
questions to solve. During the past
thirty years science has accepted the
Einstein theory. It however finds diffi
culty in comprehending this theory,
having had no direct experience with it.
Science has passed from one dimension
to two, from two to three and now from
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three to four. T he four-dimensional
space is difficult to imagine, for to
understand Einstein’s theory o f rela
tivity science is called on to imagine a
three-dimensional space, with one of
time, all amalgamated.
Has the theory o f relativity changed
the astronomical views of our universe,
or is it merely providing a better mathe
matical foundation (at least for the time
being) for science to build up its future
theories? In answer we can safely say
that science is still far away from ulti
mate reality. Just how far science can
determine the workings or forces o f na
ture on the theory o f relativity is prob
lematical. for as Einstein says, "nature
is such that it is impossible to determine
absolute motion by any experiment
whatever.” This was the first principle
for the formation of the theory o f rela
tivity. W e are told that nature knows
nothing o f the division, or divisions, of
the continuum into space and time.
M inkowsky says "space and time sep
arately have vanished into the merest
shadows, and only a sort o f combina
tion o f the two preserves any reality.”
W h ere does it leave science? T h e an
swer is that Time and Space are "reali
zations o f the mortal consciousness.”
Three universal principles affecting
all things in the universe are called by
man, time, space and mind, time being
the measurement o f the length o f the
period o f our consciousness o f some
thing. Our realizations o f the conditions
o f time and space are dependent upon
our five senses, namely; seeing, hearing,
feeling, tasting and smelling. If any are
faultv our conception o f time and space
will be faulty. So time and space are
concepts o f the human physical con
sciousness, the mind being the thinking,
knowing part o f our consciousness.
Man must admit that he has seen
neither time nor space.
T he average person finds difficulty in
comprehending space as unlimited, the
ology and religion offer us the idea of
unlimited space and present-day cos
m ology and astronomy mention the un
The
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ask, what concisely is science’s present
Digest
conception o f our universe? Is it an ex
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panding reality, or a fixed reality?
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W h a t part does motion play in it? A c 

cording to the astronomical view one
would be led to believe that it is an ex
panding reality. For example, various
nebulae show recessions o f many hun
dreds o f miles per second. T he astron
omer is able to tell us by measuring
colours o f well defined spectral lines
whether a body is approaching or re
ceding, using the principle that the
light radiating from an approaching
body is redder than that o f a receding
body. This however has been challeng
ed. some scientists expressing their ob
jections in that the brilliancy o f a clust
er o f stars (nebulae) may be dimmed by
atmospheric conditions immediately sur
rounding it. If we assume a nebulae is
receding at the terrific speed that sci
ence claims, then our universe, or at
least part o f it, is expanding, but ex
panding only in the sense that this phe
nomenon is going on from the stand
point o f the position o f our earth. If
space is unlimited, then these same
stars may be approaching other heaven
ly bodies far beyond our vision. Our
universe is so vast that it terrifies the
average man attempting to visualize it.
A s long as we are still in the dark as to
unlimited space and what lies beyond
we cannot even hope to assume that the
universe is an expanding or fixed real
ity: but it is a changing universe. Real
ity is something that has objective exist
ence, o f a material nature and is re
stricted by Time and Space. Beyond
time and space man can neither sense
nor comprehend anything. Our physical
world is made up o f matter, but as
matter is constantly changing, its form is
unreal. Matter is never destroyed and
no energy is ever completely exhausted.
For thousands o f years motion, with
its many complications, has been a
problem. An important example of
motion is that o f the earth around the
sun, the earth following a closed curve
(ellipse), or we can take the rest o f the
planets, all moving along elliptical
paths.
Another example o f motion is that of
bodies, or fragments o f bodies, falling
in the space o f the universe. As a body
falls through empty space it continually
increases its speed. It is only when the
falling body enters the earth's atmos
phere that w e witness this phenomenon.
T he speed o f the falling body when if
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“ Time and the heavens came into
being at the same instant, in order
that if they were ever to dissolve,
they might be dissolved together.
Such was the mind and thought of
G od in the creation o f time.”
T h e greatest problem that science
still faces, and it is no nearer to an
understanding or solution, is the prob
lem regarding relation o f life to the uni
verse. T he branch o f science which has
been discussed, very gently places the
burden on the shoulders o f the biologist
and he has gotten no nearer to a solu
tion. All attempts at creating life have
failed and will continue to fail, because
o f the unalterable law o f nature decreed
by God. The great force or energy
found in all matter and which gives it
existence is Spirit. It has been the most
illusive force or energy known to sci
ence. W h en I say Spirit I do not mean
anything o f a sacredly divine nature,
except that all energy having its source
in the laws o f G od is divine. By Soirit
is meant that energy or force which
gives manifestation or life to the Soul.
It is the Spirit in Soul that permits the
Soul to manifest as an entity. Soul is
Life, it is never destroyed, and so I
close with a short excerpt from a guotation by Socrates:
"S o the Soul, whose inseparable
attribute is life, will never admit life’s
opposite, death. Thus the Soul is
shown to be immortal, and since im
mortal, indestructible.”

enters the earth's atmosphere is checked
so greatly by friction that its vibratory
force is intensely increased, and its
molecules and atoms are completely
transformed. W e observe the wake of
the falling b ody (at night) as a lumi
nous gas. Here we revert back to the
principle that matter is never destroyed,
for the gases combine with those o f our
atmosphere and what dust or small
particles o f matter are left fall to the
earth. These changes are going on
continually.
So far, nature has not come to the
assistance o f man in his attempts to
analyze or describe her. M any theories
have failed. T oday, however, man is
somewhat jubilant over the fact that his
efFort to analyze nature by pure mathe
matics is meeting with success. H ow far
will man go with his new conception?
W h o knows?
I cannot help but feel that science is
slowly beginning to realize that the uni
verse is more like a great thought, and
is constantly revising its hasty impres
sions, and that w e are only intricate
parts in the great work. It is slowly
but surely discovering that the universe
was designed bv a Creator, although it
attempts to lead us to believe that the
Creator constructed the universe out
side o f time and space, also parts o f His
works. In this science consciously or
unconsciously turns the pages o f its
findings far back, back to the doctrine
o f Plato.
V

V

V

CONCERNING PSYCHIC POWER
(Continued from Page 250)
and assist G od in His melodies. W h a t
greater work could one do than teach
others to hear the Music o f the Spheres?
W h a t greater power could one wish
than the ability to place firm fingers on

the keys o f his or her own harmony
and so fulfil that Destiny which is part
o f the Divine Plan?
Come, fellow students, let’s not seek
psychic power: let’s use it!
V

V

THREE CIRCLES OF REFLECTION
(Continued from Page 252)
problem, let us behold ourselves in the
actions o f others. This should not be
in a comparative sense but to reconstruct our own actions for analysis and
improvement.

M ay we always seek profound peace
by inward reflection which will help
us to abide by the ancient injunction
above the temple door which still reads:
"K n ow T hyself!"
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The “ Cathedral of the Soul" is a Cosmic meeting place for all minds of the
most highly developed and spiritually advanced members and workers of the
Rosicrucian Fraternity. It is a focal point of Cosmic radiations and thought
waves from which radiate vibrations of health, peace, happiness, and inner
awakening. Various periods of the day are set aside when many thousands
of minds are attuned with the Cathedral of the Soul, and others attuning with
the Cathedral at the time will receive the benefit of the vibrations. Those who
are not members of the organization may share in the unusual benefits as well
as those who are members. The book called “ Liber 777" describes the periods
for various contacts with the Cathedral. Copies will be sent to persons who
are not members if they address their requests for this book to Friar S. P. C.,
care of A M O R C Temple, San Jose, California, enclosing three cents in postage
stamps. (Please state whether member or not— this is important.)

VACATIONS
T S H O U L D be a
w e l l - k n o w n fact
by anyone that a
vacation is mental
as well as physical,
and that further
more, the benefits
derived from a
vacation are those
w h i c h add to the
a b i l i t y of an in
d i v i d u a l to cope
with the situations
he must meet fol
lowing the vacation period. This is the
The
Rosicrucian period of the year usually given in this
hemisphere to vacations, and frequently
Digest
we take a vacation usually connected
August
with a certain activity which we would
not do at any other time of the year.
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W e all desire to take vacations, which
we are not able to do for one reason or
another. This year, because of interna
tional conditions, many are not able to
travel as they might desire, and others
cannot leave long enough because of
business demands. Still others, because
of social or financial obligations, must
limit vacations to the particular demands
upon them at the time. This does not
mean that we cannot all take vacations,
because a vacation is not necessarily all
a part of a plan in which we must travel
long distances, carry on activity to the
point of exhaustion— or even carry on
new activities, although we acknowledge
the benefits in doing so. A vacation can
come by directing our thoughts toward
other fields than those with which we
are necessarily obliged to use our think-
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ing power most o f the time. T he de
mands of living take a heavy toll upon
humanity, because the demands o f liv
ing are in proportion to what we are de
manding from life, and in our objective
reasoning we closely connect these de
mands with the acquisition of certain
physical things as being closely related
to that to which we aspire.
O n the other hand, a treasure awaits
those who will only look aside for a
moment and behold the world in which
they live from a broader point of view.
Life is too short to confine into physical
dimensions, particularly when phases of
life go beyond our ordinary concept o f
dimensions. Therefore, regardless of
what may have been your vacation this
year, or whether or not you have had an
accepted vacation, realize that certain
relaxation and inspiration awaits you in
contemplating yourself and your own
possibilities. W e work so fast physically
that we sometimes forget to think and
use our psychic faculties and potentiali
ties. The sunrise is seldom more beau
tiful than from the point from which we
can see it each morning, if we would but
look for it. Every evening there is a
sunset, every clear night there are stars
in the sky. W e can contemplate the
movement o f them in relation to the
earth through the seasons, and the
orderliness o f the movement o f the moon
and the planets among them. One does
not have to be an astronomer to see this,
but he can see the handiwork o f God.
the universe, composed of the same ma
terials o f which he is also a part, from
the physical standpoint, and ordered
about and kept in its orderly routine by
the same force which resides within our
selves and causes us to be. T he con

templation of these facts is a vacation.
It is mentally causing us to use another
phase of our existence, just as a physi
cal task with which we are familiar
causes us to bring into play muscles
which are not used to that particular
response.
Beauty lies near us, sometimes almost
at hand, and yet we fail to see it. Be
ing alert to beauty in the trees, in the
birds, in the nearest museum or art gal
lery is taking a vacation, is directing our
thoughts away from d a i l y r o ut i ne .
Beauty in sound surrounds us: the song
of birds, the song of the worker inter
ested in his task, the voice o f a child,
the beauty of transcribed music, and the
multiplicity of programs coming through
radios at all hours of the day and night.
All these things will contribute to bring
ing us peace and rest, and place us in a
state of contemplation and harmony
with our Creator, if we will but recog
nize them as such means to this end.
The world is interesting if we make it
interesting. It is dull if we set our men
tal reactions and conclusions to conform
with routine demands of our physical
daily existence. T o derive the benefits
that can come through the utilization of
our subjective factors and through a
mental vacation is something that lies
completely within the power of the in
dividual. It can be suggested such as
these words are doing, but you and you
alone can bring it about. T o assist those
who desire a time and place to join with
others in the contemplation of the high
er laws of the universe, the "Cathedral
of the Soul” was established, to which
all may turn. Request the booklet
"Liber 777,” which explains its activities
completely.

ROSICRUCIAN CONVENTION PHOTOGRAPHS
W h o attended the most successful and inspiring Rosicrucian Convention this year?
W ere any of your friends present? Secure the large 39" x 8" official 1941 Convention
photograph for your Sanctum, and see for yourself. Even if you were not personally
present, you will take pride in being able to point out to friends and acquaintances the
photograph of the assembly of hundreds who attended and who represented nearly every
state in the Union and several foreign countries. The excellent photograph will likewise
be a reminder to you to be with us next year, and to be one of the happy throng. Price
of large photograph, including mailing to you, is $1.50. Send order and remittance to
Rosicrucian Supply Bureau, San Jose, California.
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The Causative Essence
By

R
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T

h om pson

"G od and the universal laws of structure and operation are one and the same reality."— Spinoza.

O A G R E E is to
go ahead. A t least
all the normal and
reasonable people
on earth agree on
one proposi t i on
n o w ; it is thi s,
that there e x i s t s
an essential sub
stance which un
derlies w h a t we
c al l s u b s t a n c e .
This p r o p o s i t i o n
is a g r e e a b l e be
cause it is reasonable. That which is, is
caused by that which is essentially sub
stantial. It is as W ebster says in de
fining the word substance “ That which
underlies all outward manifestations.”
As we now agree on the fact that there
exists an underlying essential which is
necessary to all outward manifestations,
so must we eventually agree that this
underlying essential is o f a mental
character.
This second agreement is slow only
because humanity is slow to learn to
reason fundamentally. Yet with all this
slowness the most evident proposition
in the universe is that all fundamentals
are mental fundaments. Back of the
indefinite human sense of existence is
the definite sense o f it; thus, back of the
human
sense o f mind is the definite
The
sense o f mind. It is this definite con
Rosicrucian
scious impetus which we must consider
Digest
now and in the future if we are to under
August
stand the causative essence which un
derlies all outward manifestations.
1941

Consciousness is the substantial es
sence which underlies all that appears.
Though the idea seems new and trans
cendentally radical to many willing
thinkers at this time, this seemingness
occurs only because it requires time
and patience to sort the wrong sense
from the right sense of what is meant
by certain words which many of us
have used without pondering upon their
actual meaning. The word fundamental
is an example of such words, and the
word means simply what it says: mental
foundation.
The Encyclopedia Britannica informs
us that there is no satisfactory explana
tion regarding mind or consciousness.
One of the ancient philosophers claimed
that if the human mind did not change
its concept regarding consciousness con
stantly there would be no human ad
vancement. This indicates that our
thought regarding life and conscious
ness advances as we learn to under
stand that consciousness is the essential
substance which underlies all processes,
and that processes are therefore mental
processes. As we think regarding life
and consciousness, so it is, thus it be
hooves us to improve our concepts re
garding life which is consciousness.
Solomon and all the ancients, as well
as many of our foremost reasoners and
thinkers, regard the universe as a men
tal rather than a material phenomenon.
It but requires common sense and
everyday reason to recognize the fact
that mind.in its absolute sense was first,
for if not then there would not have
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been that which conceived whatever verse out of nothing. G od never did
was manifested. H ow can one imagine anything unreasonable, nor did he make
a thoughtless God? H ow can one a universe out of nothing. This state
imagine anything less than an all pow  ment of the minister indicates that G od
erful and unlimited conscious Infinite as should not be accounted as something.
that which established this universe? If G od is the Infinite Animating C on
one does recognize that fact then one sciousness o f the universe, and that In
must recognize the fact that it requires finite Animating Consciousness was all
such an Infinite to manifest one cell or that the Infinite Animating Conscious
one tiny atom, if there be atoms. There ness needed with which to make a uni
fore, in order to reason, one must con verse, and when we humans realize that
clude that the unseen and Infinite C on  our human concept of time is merely the
sciousness must underlie every process temporary and human conception of
eternity, or G o d ’s time, then we shall
and every establishment manifested.
W e improve our human concept of realize that G od and his universe have
consciousness only as w e learn to live existed throughout eternity, and if this
in harmony with the Infinite Goodness, were not so then there would not have
but there is one thing w e can recognize been something with which to make a
which aids us to grasp a better concept universe.
T he atom theory is an example o f the
o f causation, it is this: that brain has
no more to do with causing us to think degree to which the human mind strays
than the heart or kidneys do. W e must from reason and logic. W e may be sure
reverse our sense o f cause if we are to that G od did not manifest anything ac
reform our concept o f consciousness. cording to the human thought o f it.
There is not one human conception that
Brain is effect, not cause.
It does not require a saint or a phi is perfectly correct. That which is born
losopher to realize the fact that this and that which dies is certainly not that
universe could not have been manifest which is correct. Even the microscope
ed if it were not for an Infinitely quali proves that to us. W e see nothing as it
fied animating spirit which was con really is. G od made it and recognizes it
scious of its purpose, conscious o f its as it really is. Thus, our human sense
manifestations, and conscious o f the is unreliable when it comes to definite
necessary essentials with which to carry thinking. W e humans are merely con
scious o f our human concept of any
on its unlimited manifestations.
Our human theories leave out this thing. T h e whole trend o f human im
one most necessary proposition and provement is a matter o f improving the
substitute in its place an unconscious human concept of life based upon the
mystery, or rather an unconscious urge, original sense o f life, in other words,
and millions of people accept these the eternal life.
The question arises, what evidence
ories merely because other millions of
people accept them. Nevertheless, the have we o f eternal life? If life itself is
one most necessary requirement of that not eternal then there is no Original
which manifests anything is, without Cause because that would mean that
any question o f a doubt, that which is existence began with nothing, and such
able to conceive in the first place, and a proposition is not in accordance to
which is able to direct and govern in logic and reason. The original and
the second place. Surely no reasoning eternal essence of the universe is men
human could imagine that something tal or, in other words, spiritual, and we
could be manifested without that which will never understand causation, chem
conceives it firstly and governs its forces ical action or phenomena until we take
that stand.
and directs its development thereby.
This Conscious Animating Spirit is,
Chemical action, like the heavens,
and was, the most necessary essential declares the glory o f God, thus, chem
to any process and to the manifesting ical action is an evidence of the living
o f a universe; nevertheless we have ac and substantial essence which manifests
cepted theories which do not consider life and substance in all of its ways, not
this most necessary essential being.
as the human sense would weigh it, or
N ot long ago the writer heard a define it or describe it but as the author
minister declare that G od made a uni o f life in its eternal sense describes.
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weighs and defines it. In other words;
we quote Gibbon: "A ll that is human
must retrograde if it do not advance.”
W h ich means as Solomon advised:
“ Get wisdom, but with all thy getting
get understanding."
It is about time that we understand
chemical action, thus it is about time
that we begin to consider the Infinite in
our efforts to understand. It is the In
finite which gave us a reasoning mind—
then it is time that we use it. W e can
not figure it out without G od. W h y not
then consider Him in our figures?
Dr. Redgrove, an authority on chem
istry and physics, said: "T h e modern
period in chemistry and physics has
given us many excellent manipulators
but few real thinkers."
It does not require much o f a thinker
to understand that an inert atom could
not do what this inert atom is given
credit for doing. If it is not conscious
then it lacks power o f conception, thus,
whatever has power o f c o n c e p t i o n
should be getting credit which is given
to this unconscious atom. Remember
that this atom is supposed to cause cer
tain reactions, supposed to promote cer
tain processes and to do it without
power of reason, without ability to
think. Surely no reasoning person can
believe that chemical action can take
place without the presence o f that which
is able to conceive and govern whatever
activities take place? Surely one who
reasons cannot believe that a mindless
atom is able to promote and govern
chemical processes, or that chemical
processes could possibly work them
selves out without the aid o f that which
conceives.
T h e atomic theory indicates that G od
lacks the qualifications credited to the
atom. G od is the essential substance
underlying chemistry, science and phys
ics; in other words, G od made this uni
verse. Thus, the most important essen
tial in the universe and the most neces
sary essential to every process in the
universe is the omniscient, omnipotent
and omnipresent consciousness which
underlies, which necessarily must under
ly, every process o f action throughout
The
Rosicrucian existence.
W e question this absolute truth be
Digest
cause the world has not thought it out
August
as yet; nevertheless every manifest pro
cess proclaims the necessary planning
1941

and forethought in the case. An egg
for instance, is a compound of many
elements, and it is evident that that egg
could not form itself, and that it could
not be formed if its former did not
reason out every minute detail pertain
ing to each process. Every manifest de
tail of every process in existence pro
claims the proof o f the presence of He
who is able to reason out and plan each
minute detail pertaining to every pro
cess in existence. If the elements of the
egg were not the result of primary es
sentials o f a mental nature, that egg
could not result in life.
Dr. Edward Linderman of the New
School for Social Research said: “ The
more educated people are the more dif
ficult it seems to be for them to think
straight.”
W e are confused because we fail to
consider God, the one essential neces
sity, every moment of our existence and
in every proposition which we try to
understand. The idea that an inert atom
could cause, direct and govern one least
process without consciousness is just
one instance out o f millions of instances
which prove that the reason educated
people find it difficult to think straight
is because they attempt to reason with
out the one standard premise o f reason.
If the well meaning people of earth
would take time to reason from the
standpoint o f this one standard premise
o f reason the millennium would soon
become the natural state of existence,
for it is the only natural state o f exist
ence. Surely no one would say that
conditions which we are now experi
encing are natural.
D r. G e o r g e J. R u s s e l l , c ha pl a i n
Columbia-Presbyterian medical center,
N ew York, said: "T h e ability to think
is one o f the most precious gifts be
stowed on man by a kind Creator. It is
criminal for him not to use that gift to
the utmost degree.”
Jane Taylor who lived in 1783 had
this to say regarding the human race as
she found it: "T hough man a thinking
being is defined, few use the grand pre
rogative o f mind. H ow few think justly
of the thinking few! H ow many never
think who think they do.”
Vera Michaels Dean, Foreign Policy
Association r e s e a r c h d i r e c t o r , said:
"T h e world into which we are passing
is a world new to us, which will require
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new leadership and new methods. This
spells, not the doom o f democracy, but
the urgent need for its regeneration.”
W e are passing into a world of peo
ple who are beginning to realize that
there is something definitely wrong with
our premise of reason. This world is
about to witness the tearing down o f its
so-called civilization. Imagine a civil
ization without G od in it. Imagine edu
cation — politics — business procedure —
without G od in them. But we do not
need to imagine it, w e have it ever be
fore us. Yet, all the world needs is to
reason from the standpoint of an ever
present G od w ho knows His business,
who straightens out our minds if we but
reason from His perfect and spiritual
viewpoint. W e certainly need the right
premise o f reason every day in the week
and every moment o f the day, for G od
is evidently the substantial essence of
the universe, the conscious animus, the
spiritual substance which gives life and
impulse to every least detail o f our uni
verse. G od is Something not nothing.
He is Cause not effect. He is Import
ance itself, and not to be shunned by
His children. He is Essence number
one. He is the sum and substance of
quality, virtue, purity; and Paul said:
G od is Love.” And if we reason from
the standpoint o f Love instead o f hate
we can change the nature o f our char
acter and duplicate in manifold ways
our capacity to live, grow and develop.
Life, abundance and happiness are our
natural state, provided we use the pre
rogative o f reason.
Dexter said: "T h e demand o f the
human understanding for causation re
quires but the one old and only answer,
G od.”
T oda y we seem lost in the confusion
of many opinions. W h y consult opin
V

•

READ

THE

V

ions? The fact that they are human
opinions assures us that they are in
definite and unreliable. N ow what then
is reliable? That we think right. T o
think right we must reason logically
from the standpoint o f eternal perfec
tion for "n ow are we the sons of G od .”
Thus, we must begin to recognize it.
There is nothing of a definite character
wrong in this universe. If one insists in
believing that there is, then that one in
sists in reasoning from the W R O N G
standpoint. N ow what is the conseuence? That the life o f such an one
nds wrong everywhere. He finds
some thing to fear and dread every way
he turns.
W e cannot regenerate our democracy
without regenerating our religion, our
habits o f thought. G od ’s goodness de
clares the definite nature of G od ’s uni
verse. Is that not enough? W h y all the
confusion of standpoints? W h y all the
credal variations? This dropping a
dime or a dollar into a basket or adding
our names to church registers is not go
ing to improve our lives. Is not the fact
that G od is the substantial essence all
the standpoint necessary to bring man
kind to one common agreement? Is one
common agreement not all that is nec
essary in order to establish one common
church, one common thought, one com
mon ideal? G od made a universe and
this is it. W e live as we think, and the
sum total o f improvement is improving
our reasoning quality from the stand
point o f truth— the truth that G od is the
substance o f life and existence, thus
eternal goodness is the principle thereof.
"A s a man thinketh, so is he." Thus if
one wants to better his life then he must
improve his character by improving his
thought Godward.
V
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Let what is natural in you raise itself to the level o f the spiritual, and let the
spiritual become once more natural. Thus will your development be harmonious,
and the peace of heaven will shine upon your brow; always on condition that your
peace is made, and that you have climbed your Calvary.—from "Am iel's Journal."
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Mother Earth
B y F r a t e r R o llo E llis
O W often most of
us use the phrase
‘‘ M o t h e r E a r t h ”
w i t h bu t the
slightest c o m p r e 
hension o f the full
significance o f its
meaning. The
earth upon which
we live is a M oth
er in every sense
o f th e w o r d .
W ithin and on its
crust, every ele
ment known to mankind is given birth.
Upon this function all life in and on
earth is dependent.
In last November’s issue of the D i
gest, I presented my views on planetary
life in an article entitled "D o Planets
G row .” It is my wish to pick up the
chain of thought where I left off in that
article and explain more in detail, how,
in my opinion, the evolution of life and
matter operate. It might be well to state
here that my opinion hereinafter given
may or may not be concurred in fully
by others.
During the past few years we have
read much about the splitting of the
atom. Professor Lawrence o f the Uni
versity o f California with his large cy 
clotron has, to date, made the greatest
progress. He and other scientists state
that when the atom is split, a great
The
Rosicrucian force o f energy is released. T hey are
searching for methods o f converting and
Digest
utilizing this atomic energy.
August
It is my contention that the splitting
1941
o f the atom is merely the mating o f the

atoms. That when a positive and a
negative atom mate, numerous electrons
and protons and neutrons are given
birth which are naught but baby atoms.
The electrons and protons being minute
reproductions of the parent atoms, while
the neutrons are the unfertile gender
and incapable of further reproduction.
In other words, that the Cosmic atom is
the nucleus of all forms of life and
matter, by and from which all laws gov
erning the reproduction o f life and mat
ter are fixed.
I further contend that mature Cosmic
atoms possess a body that in subtance
is equivalent to the form and character
found in the innumerable forms of its
multiples. That when two atoms mate
and reproduce their young, their re
maining skeleton is known to the sci
entific world as the Diatom. That Dia
toms are the base or nucleus of all gross
matter and constitute the base or nega
tive substance from which all material
things are evolved. That Electrons,
Protons and Neutrons, though negative,
positive and neutral in action to each
other, are all positive in action to the
Diatom and its innumerable evolved
forms. In other words, to put this in
plain language, the mating o f atoms re
leases two separate agencies, in the
form o f a base material and in the form
o f energy. The energy recombines or
revitalizes the base material and estab
lishes the process o f evolution. From
the Atomic skeleton to man is a long
step, but scientists claim that our earth
was given birth over two billion years
ago. If we divide this up into normal
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Man consumes food, liquid and o x y 
gen. His body alters these substances
into blood, bone, flesh and energy.
Oxygen is but a mixture of Cosmic elec
trons. protons and neutrons, that when
fused with nitrogen, the inert gas of
space, we call air. Hydrogen is but a
different assembly of same in a further
evolved state. Fuse two parts of hydro
gen with one part oxygen and the result
is water. Continue this process of evo
lution and fusing and, at one stage,
petroleum is a result. The function of
Mother Earth is so similar to that of
man, except on a much larger and
broader scale, that when visualized as a
whole, one cannot doubt but what man
was created in her likeness.
Science has long regarded the diatom
as a microcosm of the sea, yet no man
has ever examined anything but the
skeletal remains. Assembled in mass
they are undoubtedly the most negative
of all known matter, readily absorbing
other substance. T hey might be likened
to minute sponges which, in the case of
salt, absorb chlorine and iodine from
water and the result is salt, its initial
and most plentiful evolved state. W ith 
in the earth in a further evolved state it
becomes what man calls lime, and as
such is the bone of the earth. W h en a
young planet is passing through its
period o f growth, and has as yet de
veloped but little atmosphere, a greater
percentage o f the atoms must mate
within the planet, and the resulting re
lease of new energy and the deposit of
their skeletons and their continuous evo
lution, could and must be the basic fac
tor of planet growth, in relatively the
same manner as the bodies of mammal
and man are developed.
Pages upon pages can be written on
the evolution o f life and matter, but in
reality the whole story can be told in
one sentence. All life and matter from
the microcosm to the macrocosm is by
cycles within cycles in which a very
simplified pattern or law is employed.
The mating, mixing or blending o f two
substances to create a third and pro
gressive continuum o f all things.

life spans of man of three score and
ten, we have 28,571,428 life spans in
which man has had to evolve. The
records of man only go back a few
thousand years and in that short period
science has been able to calculate im
provement in the bodies and minds of
men. If we but calculate backwards to
the birth o f the earth, using known rec
ords for comparison, we need no more
than the Cosmic atom as a nucleus.
Man being G o d ’s greatest and most
perfect creation was the last form to be
evolved.
Science further tells us that the
atomic energy (atoms) coming to the
earth from the sun and other planets
are split or shattered at the outer edge
o f our atmosphere. The atmosphere
around the earth, which is spinning with
the earth, might be likened to a vast
mixing bowl in which mature atoms
swirl until mated with other atoms that
come spiraling down from the sun with
terrific force. Their skeletons drift off
into space or fall upon land and sea, de
pending upon in what sphere of the at
mosphere they mate. A percentage of
these mature cosmic atoms do not mate
until within the sea or earth.
A s initial evolved forms of the atomic
skeleton we have salt, soda, sulphur and
lime. Chlorine and Iodine are undoubt
edly given off or created at the birth
period. Iodine might be called the blood
of the atom. W ith these initial evolved
forms o f matter as aids and agents, the
process o f evolution gradually broadens
in scope. W ith each evolution, new
agents are created and new combina
tions are made possible. W h en a mil
lion evolutions have taken place, the
combinations that may be made are en
tirely beyond conception. W e start in
the beginning with the varied assemblies
of Protons, Electrons and Neutrons, to
form the innumerable types and charac
ters o f both cosmic and material atoms.
The material atom continues its process
of evolution, and by assembling atoms
of different types and of different ages
of evolution, all substance and matter is
created.
V

V

V

A proof of character is humility when confronted with praise. — Validavar.
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The Keystone
DID TOU FIND IT THIS W A Y?
B y S oror M a r y E loise L a v r isc h e f f
R E M E M B E R one
afternoon when I
was a little girl I
had been playing
very hard. 1 came
into the house feel
ing so very tired
I curled up in a
big chair in the
living room. Sleep
ily I sat watching
the
deepening
s h a d o w s creep
across the rug. I
thought it was a beautiful rug. M y first
memories were associated with the red
and blue and yellow o f its sprawled
patterns. As the daylight faded I
watched the colors also fade. Little by
little they came to a soft gray and
mingled with the mist of my dreams.
I awoke some time later when my
mother came in and snapped on the
light. M y first thought again was of
the rug. 1 looked at it. The colors had
returned. The patterns sprawled again
as vivid and clear as they had in the
light o f day. W here had they gone?
W h at made them come back? W ith
childish wonder I had thought that per
haps the sun, like it drew the water up
from the ocean, drew the colors too at
The
the end o f the day. But then when
Rosicrucian
Mother turned on the electric light
Digest
there they were again, as fresh and
August
clear as ever. I thought of this wonder
ingly for many months.
1941

A few years later, just at the verge
of twilight, I was trudging down a
dusty road. The shadows fell beside
the path. I watched them growing
longer and longer with every step I
took toward the dropping sun. W hile
I was musing, suddenly a phrase I had
come across a few days before entered
my mind: "Nothing is except as it ap
pears to the eye,” Here, now, on my
walk I seemed to find a truth in that.
For instance, from far away the tree
I was approaching had been just a
tumbled blur in the distance. As I ap
proached, it grew more and more dis
tinct. I saw it as a complete pattern of
trunk and limbs and leaves. W hat was
the tree really like? I knew that again
in the darkness of night the tree would
change from a picture o f green and
brown to another dark-shaped mass,
perhaps a silhouette against the moon.
It must be true. "Things are only as
they appear to the eye. ’
As the years passed on I wondered.
Suddenly I came across some diagrams
of the refraction of light in the eye. T o
my immature mind they all simmered
down to the astonishing fact: everything
we see is really upside down! For
several weeks this thought haunted me.
I would close my eyes and stretch out
my hand to the tabletop. I would know
that if I opened my eyes I would see
the legs of the table running down. If
I passed my hand down over them I
would feel them going down. Yet, ac-
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T he wonders o f the spectrum un
folded themselves to me. I found that
colors are caused by different rates of
vibrations. The cells in our eyes respond
to these vibrations one way in the pres
ence of light. W h en light is absent they
register for us only a gray or black.

cording to this latest thought, in reality
they were going up. H ow puzzling it
all was. H ow relative everything in
sight was to our touch. W a s space
really just in motor memory? Did my
muscles always move a certain way and
I associate that movement automatically
with direction? As before, I wondered.
During these passing years I also
found that I was becoming more and
more sensitive to the qualities o f sounds.
I knew that from earliest memory I was
literally thrilled by the notes from bells,
from xylophones, marimbas, or pipe
organs. Then, to those which affected
me pleasantly, besides the common dis
tracting rasp o f filing and the squeak of
chalk on the blackboard, I added the
sound o f a fork in a glass jar and
several other personal effects. I re
membered reading about a theory re
garding the killing o f insects— disinte
grating them by sound. I felt that there
was certainly the foundation o f truth
in that— for with these unpleasant
sounds I felt, if they were continued, I
would be disintegrated myself. Another
thing I discovered was the communica
tion of sounds to me through solid ob
jects. In church I noticed it through
the pews. O r if I was standing next to
my father, who sang bass, his notes
came through the book I was holding
until they actually hurt my fingers. I
wondered how this feeling was related
to the actual thrills and "gooseflesh"
certain notes or tone qualities produced
in me. So I found the world about me
was filled with wonders.—and still I
wondered.
I passed from childhood into woman
hood. Still the questions followed me.
T he building blocks o f my childish
thoughts I had built up— until one day
I found the keystone o f the arch, the
block that held together all the tower
of thoughts I had constructed— the an
swer to all my questions in the one
word: Vibrations.

V

I found that each object has a rate of
vibration. W e receive these vibrations
through our organs of sense, which
build up for us pictures o f them as
occupying space and being placed in
direction. It is through our sense or
gans after all that we perceive, and the
memory o f the responses of our body
that builds up the world about us. There
is no need to think o f direction— or
how the vibrations do come into our
eye— what matter if they are “ upside
dow n” — our bodies take care o f us in
reacting to them. T hey keep us “ safe
and sane.”
W h en I came to further study o f this
Cosmic Keyboard o f vibrations I found
that while colors were manifest in oc
taves of very high rates of vibrations,
lower rates, down to fourteen vibrations
per second, were those we recognize
as sound. Then all things seemed to
slip into their proper places. I knew
that those qualities which affected me
so strongly either harmonized (when I
found them pleasant) or formed a dis
cord (when I thought o f disintegration)
with the vibrations of my own body.
T he feelings I felt through the backs
o f the pews or in the hymn book were
vibrations. I was glad they affected me
only as slightly as they did when I
found that a certain note produced by
a violin would shatter a glass to pieces.
So at last my wonderings have found
a solid base to rest upon— from which
they may reach again to higher musings
on the Cosmic Keyboard. M y childish
arch o f questioning thoughts has
blended into one harmonious whole,
united by this keystone o f Vibrations.
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T he disease of men is this: ■
— that they neglect their own fields and go weed the
fields of others, and that what they require from others is great, while what they
lay upon themselves is light.—M encius C C S II
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“ I Am” and the Universe By Law
By Jo h n W

e ir a u c h ,

HIS treatise is not
written to c r e a t e
c o n t r o v e r s y but
merely to get the
reader to think in
conformity to nat
ural law which, to
most of us, seems
unnatural until we
c o m p r e h e n d and
then b e c o m e s
“ most naturally.*'
From the stand
p o i n t of criticism
let us cite, for example, a small problem
in law as regards figures:

3+ 3= 6
N o one will contradict the result of
these figures. But, let us use the same
figures and symbols and see how we can
change the result. T o do so we need but
tilt slightly one symbol:

3X3 = 9
W h a t a difference in the result, yet
both conform to law.
So it is with natural manifestation.
And this explains why natural law is
difficult to comprehend, yet Nature con
forms to law more readily than figures.
So let us start from the beginning.
"In the Beginning was the W ord.'*
In other words, only G od was and
nothing else. All that was was unmani
The
Rosicrucian fest, as we understand it, yet it all was
there in the mind o f God, every atom,
Digest
every electron. Time, as we know it,
A ugust
was non-existent, for the conscious
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ness o f God penetrated time, as we
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know it, forward and backward from
beginning to end. Everything in His
mind had already happened ages ago or
else was yet to come, according to what
the thought was. Everything was sys
tem and order, according to the mind
of God.
So. after tearing down the mortal pil
lars of time, now let us apply a natural
law.
“ Nothing comes into existence from
nothing.”
That proves but one thing. W e , all
of us, were there with G od as a part of
G od ’s mind in the beginning and we
still are, whether we like it or not. And,
as there was no “ Hell and Damnation"
in the beainning, they are not o f God's
plan as He is a lover o f system and
order and would not contaminate His
mind with such, but are the creations of
lesser beings who, we may safely say,
revolted against His system and order
and tried to establish themselves as en
tities with the result that they fell from
grace, which, according to law, means
the Laws of God, being stronger than
the revolting consciousnesses, and the
consciousness of G od being purely posi
tive, these who revolted became nega
tive in direct proportion to their efforts
and lost their positiveness in direct
proportion.
Time! Even as we comprehend it is
an enormous institution and man's writ
ten records date back only a few thou
sand years. But, the unwritten record
dates back many millions of years. If
we examine the written records of man,
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we will find a large proportion thereof
composed of systems and methods of
worshipping or contacting G o d ’s con
sciousness, ma k i ng my s t e r i o u s that
which is natural, and in view o f the fact
that most o f these systems or institutions
have failed and are not much more than
a memory, it proves but one or two
points, which are:
Lack o f comprehension of G o d ’s
scheme of things, or, lack o f cooperation
of or with His laws.
Had the sincere desire to conform to
G od ’s laws with knowledge thereof pre
vailed, then true knowledge would be
the order o f the day rather than selfish
power designed to mislead the masses
for personal gain which but retards civil
ization in its progress back to light.
W h ile we are on the subject of light,
we might bring out an interesting point
in regard to law.
W e have already pointed out that
"H ells” are creations o f lesser beings.
How, then, does G od penalize those
who do not cooperate with His har
monies? It is very simple to understand.
He merely shows His disfavor by with
drawing His consciousness, which is
positive, from the one who does not co
operate and as a consequence, as the
positive recedes the negative qualities
absorb him in direct proportion. This
seemingly would prove the postulation
that "H ells” and the "D evils.” etc., are
all manifestations of the negative mind,
and cannot be positive by law.
N ow , the mind o f God, being posi
tive, manifests as it wills, showing favor
or disfavor by increasing or decreasing
the positive force in us or surrounding
us at will, and His will penetrates all
time. The ancients drew pictures of this
situation as a beam o f light shining
down from Heaven. And it is a very
good picture according to the sense o f
feeling.
N ow let us try to penetrate the veil or
sense G o d ’s plans in making the earth,
or the negative plane upon which mor
tals manifest.
Everything that is, was, and will be,
is included in His consciousness, but
that which we comprehend as our physi
cal world is predominantly negative,
whereas the invisible positive forces are
predominately positive.

By assuming through various phases
o f sacred literature that we have been
given the right to become Sons of G od
and, therefore, through His laws be
come entities like God, even in likeness,
and receive power to rule in Heaven or
the positive realm, is it hard to believe
that this earth was created as a training
ground, or proving ground, for those
who wished to live in compliance with
His laws? N ow , according to propor
tion, the earth being predominantly
negative, means that the forcefulness of
the mind of G od is not pronounced, on
this plane; and as the force o f His mind
receded it was meant for the individual
mortal to receive individual conscious
ness or individuality as a means of be
coming or desiring to become a "Son of
G od.” Viewing things in this light, we
can comprehend the purpose for the
earth, whereas, had we remained on the
positive plane, we would, of necessity,
have blended with the consciousness of
G od and His positiveness, and have re
mained unmanifest excepting as He
willed it.
In view of this fact, it puts a slightly
different meaning, or rather, we should
say, gives meaning to the phrase:
"I am that I am.”
N ow, the mind of man, standing on
the face of the earth, has the option of
choice whether he is going to become
positive in personality or negative in
personality.
The consciousness o f one aspires to
better things and builds and plans for
others and tries to help others as well as
himself, while the negative one refrains
from these things and tries to assume
his birthright and live off the efforts of
others, thereby incurring a sad condition
from which he cannot escape.
There is a noticeable relationship in
the element of time which can be tested
in a simple manner as regards per
sonality.
The positive personality is busy build
ing, planning and creating ideas.
The negative personality is usually
retrenching and living in the past and,
likely, elaborating on his past exploits.
The point to be observed therefrom
is that there is a peculiar relationship in
time as affects these views— one develops
the peculiar condition of projecting his
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imagination into the future or into the
positive realms, while the other retards
himself by projecting into the past and
living there upon some laurels usually
unappreciated by others.
T he rewards o f each can be readily
surmised.
T he law of compensation in this illus
tration can readily read “ W e attain
that which we aspire to,” and, on the
positive plane, it always is done "n ow "
and all is on record, requiring only
physical effort to manifest it on the
physical plane.
So, we can also readily understand
why the ancients often pictured a wrath
ful, vengeful G od because they were
usually trying to escape from the light
and the forces o f darkness o f mind gave
them no peace until they had again at
tuned themselves and found the bless
ings o f G od good.
A peculiar situation is
the negative plane which
who are least fitted to
others what to do are

sistent in trying to conform you to their
ways o f thinking.
The positive attitude is: “ I know not
to what purpose you were born nor
what your lesson is that you must learn;
but if I can help you on your w ay and
if it does not hinder progress too much,
you have but to ask and I shall try to
help you if you are in need and are sin
cere in your efforts to help yourself.”
Recognition of and conformity to law
is the only path leading up to the moun
tain o f attunement, while the broad
highways o f the plains o f artificial
pleasures are circuits, and though you
traverse the earth completely, you may
have gained nothing that you need but
you have retarded your time in achiev
ing your purpose on earth, which is: T o
perfect your personality so that it will
blend with the positive laws so as to ad
vance you in your quest to attain your
Son-ship of God, which is your rightful
heritage through the Divine Plan o f the
eternal, all inclusive God, whose will is
"T h e Law" from which all other posi
tive laws proceed.

manifest upon
is: That those
guide or tell
the most per

ROSICRUCIAN LIBRARY OPEN HOLIDAYS
V
The Rosicrucian Research Library at Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California, will be
open every holiday from 12:00 N oon to 5:00 P. M „ with the exception of Thanksgiving,
Christmas and N ew Year's Day. Frater Orval Graves, Rosicrucian Research Librarian,
announces that this change in policy is in accordance with requests of members who wish
to use such holidays to travel to San Jose for the use of the Library.
The Library is likewise open daily from 1:00 P. M. to 5:00 P. M., with the exception
o f Sunday; on Saturdays between 9:00 A . M. and 1:00 P. M.; W ednesday and Friday
evenings between 7:00 P. M. and 9:30 P. M. The handsome building of Egyptian archi
tecture includes the latest Library methods, comforts, and facilities, and several thousand
volumes on the arts, sciences, philosophy, metaphysics, Rosicrucianism, history, mysticism,
and occult fiction are available, as also all of the standard reference works. Every Rosi
crucian is entitled to these facilities without obligation. Rostcrucians who cannot attend
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may write to the Librarian, requesting that he do research for them. A nominal charge
of 25c to cover typing of answers is made. Inquire of Librarian as to further details about
this service.
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The Art of Tolerance
By S oror F. Ja n se n
O the M ystic alone
is t o l e r a n c e pure
gold: others regard
it simply as a con
v e n i e n c e to gre
garious l i v i n g .
And in the Mystic
it grows only with
the sweat o f con
s c i o u s effort an d
the b l o o d of the
e g o . T h i s is be
cause the Mystic
must ha v e a dif
ferent sort of tolerance.
Tolerance, to the rest of the world, is
that state of mind which "puts up with”
adverse and irritating conditions for the
sake of peace. T o the M ystic it is far
more than this: It is a constructive
understanding of the true nature o f
things. Therefore the M ystic aspires to
a positive tolerance in contradistinction
to the negative "live and let live” credo
of the world.
He who first sets foot on the path o f
attainment finds himself growing differ
ent from his fellow men. The old ex
cuses, the old standards, fall from him
and he must face, not only the lack of
understanding from his associates which
is an instinctive craving o f the animal
heart, but he is submerged into a mael
strom within himself of continuous, re
curring irritation at the ways and inter
pretations o f these associates.
He strives mightily to overlook weak
nesses and petty credos in others. He
knows that the kingdom of heaven is
within, but when he looks there he finds

naught but a bedlam of clamoring un
wanted thoughts. Among them all, the
thing he despises most is intolerance. He
is completely intolerant of intolerance!
Then is it quite impossible for him to
love his fellow men; impossible because
he knows not what the phrase means.
He cannot love them for he sees only
the outer cloak— an exemplary reminder
o f all the things he is attempting to rid
himself of. He sees only the outer cloak
because he has not yet beheld the beauty
of his own inner being.
But at this stage his great intolerance
is his salvation. By it he is able to grasp
the thing within his own nature and
transmute it into its polar opposite—■
tolerance! He proves once more that to
free one's self is to free all mankind.
The thing we despise most in others
is that thing in our own nature we are
striving to overcome. This needs must
be! That which has been for ages past
a habit, must be burnt out with the full
intensity of the conscious mind.
Thus we see that tolerance is not to
be obtained by a wish, but is rather the
result of liberating the soul from its
manifestations. This can best be ex
emplified by our attitude towards a little
child. He errs because he is young and
has not yet learned: It is the same with
ourselves.
True, intellectual k n o w l e d g e may
exist while yet the habit mind persists in
its erroneous ways. This is because we
are ever, as it were, a step in advance
of ourselves. It, therefore, behooves the
(Continued on Page 271)
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Let Yourself Be Happy
By S oror D olores M . K n u t so n
F W E are right, if
it is good for us,
we shall find the
method, the means
fo r a c c o m p l i s h 
ment.
B y this is n o t
meant r i g h t with
r e g a r d to the
w o r l d ’ s connota
tion of the term,
nor good with re
gard to mo r al s .
W h a t is meant is
right and good for us with regard to the
lessons we must learn while here on
earth.
M any o f us cannot accept the simple
law stated above. Because, having been
steeped in the narrow interpretations
and misunderstandings of the past, we
cannot help being suspicious of a G od
who has been attributed with all the
passions and caprices of a finite being.
W h e n we feel we have hurt Him w e
hurriedly concoct a scheme by which we
hope to appease Him, or we try to ra
tionalize ourselves back into His good
graces. W h en w e’ve done a good deed
we virtually strut about with gaze turn
ed upward half-coaxing, hair-demand
ing an immediate reward to drop from
out o f Heaven.
Surely there is a misplacement of em
phasis somewhere. Perhaps our percep
tions have gotten a bit out of focus, and
The
Rosicrucian our conceptions, therefore, are now
somewhat distorted.
Digest
W h a t is expected of us? W h y ? And
August
what is the Nature of a God who seems
to be exacting so much from us?
1941

These questions are, we know, almost
unanswerable for us. T hey will prob
ably remain unanswered for some time
to come. But it is necessary that we
find some acceptable, though temporary
answers.
W e can do so by first freeing our
selves from all the morbid, unhealthy,
hindering superstitions of the past and
hold fast to the few workable truths we
may discover, so that, unhampered, we
may proceed further into a more sane
and happier Future.
W e are here on earth to learn how to
be happy. W e can only be happy when
we have acquired the technique of
avoiding errors— errors which cause un
happiness to ourselves and to others.
W e can learn from pleasant or from
unpleasant ’’karma."
In thinking of “ karma.” we often for
get that there can be pleasant karma.
W e seem to have accepted the terra as
bearing evil portent. Karma is nothing
more than the “ Accounts Payable" on
our Balance Sheet of Life. It is some
thing we owe. N ot to God, but to our
selves. For until we have balanced the
unbalanced condition within as, we can
not enjoy everlasting happiness. Every
unkind word or deed which causes un
happiness to another, deducts from us.
W e can balance our accounts only when
we have fully realized the significance
of the weakness in us which caused us
to speak or act as we did. Only then,
can we restore; to ourselves. But it is
not the kind word or deed which re
stores. These are the natural fruits of
our larger consciousness. It is the reali
zation, the lesson learned, which “ cred-
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its” our "accounts payable.” For it is
the realization which adds to our con
sciousness and makes us more capable
o f enjoying life.
W e can learn just as effectively—■
and more painlessly— from pleasant kar
ma. But it is more difficult. It sems we
have not the courage to be happy. If
things go smoothly in our lives for any
length o f time we begin to think “ This
cannot last.” , “ It is too good to be true.”
W ith these toxic thoughts w e hinder the
free-flowing Energy o f Divine Love and
Joy. W e submit ourselves to every
variety o f inharmonious influence.
It is our attitude in life which is im
portant. W e should consider our "trials”
or "troubles” as problems to solve: the
orems to be understood and applied.
Unpleasant karma is never inflicted
upon us as a punishment. Its purpose is
to teach. W h en w e have thoroughly
overcome the weakness which necessi
tated the lesson it ceases to repeat.
Pleasant karma would often take the
place o f unpleasant karma, but most of
us cannot learn except from an un
pleasant experience. This too. is due to
inaccurate e n v ir o n m e n ta l th in k in g .
W hen things go well we often act as if
"w e are getting away with it.” It is
only when things cease going well that
we are brought back to task.
Is it possible we avoid discerning our
weaknesses w h ile e n jo y in g pleasant

V

karma b e c a u s e we are afraid once
the necessity for it is eliminated it will
cease? W e may be assured that this
holds true only with regard to un
pleasant karma. If any change does
take place it is always for a better con
dition, since it is natural for us to live
happily and constructively while trans
muting our weaknesses into abilities for
living harmoniously.
A t a certain point o f attainment there
comes a time when we may become ap
prentices of our God. W e are placed
under consideration for some particular,
individual. Cosmic role. It is during this
probationary period that we may be
subjected to several or many trials (de
pending upon the qualifications requir
ed) to test our knowledge, strength of
purpose, efficiency o f direction and pur
ity of motive. On such occasions we
should remember that no test is given
— nor do we attract to ourselves any
test— for which we are not potentially
qualified.
From the words o f a beloved, though
anonymous. Sage o f old, is quoted the
following thought which eloquently ex
presses the W ill o f the “ G od o f our
Hearts." "A n d in the laws He hath or
dained as the rule o f thy life, so kindly
hath He suited thy duty to thy nature,
that obedience to His precepts is happi
ness to thy self.” *
* * *
‘ From “ Unto Thee I Grant," p. 38.
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THE ART OF TOLERANCE
(Continued from Page 269)
intellect to be tolerant o f the mistakes of
his lesser self— as we are tolerant o f the
mistakes of the unlearned child.
True tolerance is more than mere for
giveness. T o say, I forgive, is to speak
in hypocrisy. W h ere tolerance is, the
very need of forgiveness is not recog
nized. Remember the words of the
Master to the woman caught in adultery.
“ . . . . Neither do I condemn Thee! G o
thy way and sin no more!"
Remember also, that transmutation,

not presumptuous denial, is the weapon
o f the master. True tolerance, it may be
said, is an attribute o f pure love— love
o f God! Here is the secret! If you can
not love your fellow men, try loving
G o d —a thing always possible because
we identify G od with all those things
we love! A s love gradually fills up the
mind, hate and intolerance give way. It
is infinitely easier to dispel darkness by
turning on the light than laboriously to
shovel it out.
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SANCTUM MUSINGS

A

UNLOCK THE INNER WORLD
B y F ra n c e s V e j t a s a , F.

A N we intelligently
discuss the i nner
world?
Let us plant our
f e e t firmly some
w h e r e on s o me
point of a g r e e 
ment. W e are
a g r e e d , shall we
say, that you and
I are individually
dual , a n d that
each may become
conscious o f this
duality and live it intelligently in this
very life. D o I guess rightly that after
this statement you and I are already in
disagreement? Your idea is that we are
consciously living only in the outer self,
here and now, and that only after what
is called death, we are consciously alive
as a spiritual entity. M y contention is
that we may exist consciously in this
very life, as an inner and outer being;
in fact, that that is an inevitable evolu
tionary achievement.
Agreeing that we are a dual being in
our present existence, we must assume
that we have a dual world in our present
existence: an outer world or plane and
an inner world or plane.
You perhaps have a neighbor who
The
knows these two worlds, recognizes, ac
Rosicrucian
cepts them, and motivates in them. He
Digest
would like to tell you about them, but
August
does not know where to start, does not
know what words to use, nor what
1941
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language to use. Have you not observed
him at times looking at you strangely
and without speech? Secretly, you pity
him. He stays home too much, you con
fide to yourself or to others, does not
live violently and strenuously enough.
Life is so short and while it lasts he is
not taking advantage to have fun. He
really is a fool. You probably even have
a keen desire at times to do something
to him. get him good and drunk, throw
him off his balance. It would be great
sport. But he reads even between your
lines and smiles good-naturedly, cover
ing thus his pity for you— not of your
ridiculous conceptions, but that his ex
perience o f living should be so entirely
not a part of you, that in spite of your
seeming activity you should be so slight
ly alive—really quite dead.
And thus we have two human crea
tions: one familiar with, motivating, and
harmonizing to the best o f his ability
the two paths of living, outward and
inward; and the other familiar only
with his outward living and that in an
unbalanced or uncontrolled manner.
W e are agreed that living is an ex
pression of a type of energy, and that
since not only we but all creation is dual
that the power or energy with which we
act must necessarily be dual or of two
kinds: centrifugal and centripetal. These
are concentrated words, so we will
spread them out a little. Our word
treasury explains that centrifugal means
forking, spreading, or separating, and
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centripetal, just the opposite, meaning
coming together, pouring in, uniting, or
focusing.
The centrifugal force then is o f the
outerworld and the centripetal force is
of the inner world. Since all creations
are dual, in each creation, used or un
used, must be the dual force, a force
which scatters or spreads out and a
force which unites or focuses inward.
This brings to our imagination the pic
ture o f a wagon wheel with its spokes
spreading outward and uniting or focus
ing inwardly to a center point, and thus
we have a material symbol o f the coun
terparts of creation. It seems that your
mind has fixed itself on the word coun
terpart. All creations are counterparts.
They conform fundamentally to the
same plan, from the cell to the universe.
Y ou and I have the same relation to
the universe as a single cell has to the
complex cell-composition o f our body.
Just as the cell has a focal power in its
center, so you or I have a focused power
in our individual centers and so the uni
verse has a central power, and so all o f
these scattered center powers have a
united collective power which may oper
ate inwardly as a concentration point or
current, or outwardly, as, for instance,
the sun radiates. A s individuals through
our own independent will, we may di
rect our forces into our outer world, or.
with proper training, into our inner
world.
Our five senses constitute our avenues
of association, letting our outer selves
into the outer world and the outer world
into us. By association, we develop a
great affinity for the outer world. W e
are entertained by and live on sensation,
usually enslaved by or under the control
of other persons or circumstances. W e
go crazy, as w e say, living alone and.
unless physically exhausted, we are
bored with our own company and there
fore unable to spend a few nights at
home. This is not a flattering admission
on our part. Daily, nightly, we dissi
pate, scatter our forces outwardly.
Nightly, we seek our bed, empty-handed
to rebuild or regain ourselves somewhat
through sleep.
Thus it is explained, w e scatter our
forces by living in the outer world and.
since living in the inner world, requires
a focused or concentrated force, we
have nothing left to motivate with or

become consciously active in the inner
world. W e do not even know that it
exists. W e even argue that point and
thus become an object of pity for those
who know.
It is through concentration inwardly
that great works o f art are created, that
inventions are brought into existence,
and that the universal mind, a pooled
intelligence, is reached and an associa
tion made. Here we walk with and have
the companionship o f the divinity.
The master who gave us the law and
knowledge o f the Kingdom W ithin did
not talk in abstractions. For two thou
sand years we have both sought and
denied it. T he key is that spark o f vital
ity within, which must act as the focal
point to attract to itself the universal
mind. A nd it is up to each individual to
liven the spark, to fan the flame, to feed
it and promote growth, in order that this
spark may acquire its magnetic or at
tractive force and thereby grow in pow 
er, to later become an actively controlled
power. The key, denied or undenied,
exists and waits to unlock the path of
entrance, in you and in me.
T he spark requires delicate treatment
and refined approach. It feeds on beauty
which is o f its kind— often nature acts
as the awakener, sometimes some in
spired toiler has left an overflow for us
to feed our spark upon. It may be archi
tecture, music, a statue, a picture, a
literary composition or masterpiece, or
the sunset or some piece of landscape
which no human hand has touched, or
it may be some humble task well-done:
a kept garden, a haircut, a floor scrub
bed white, a loaf o f well-made bread.
One may detect an artist’s touch in all
o f these, but an artist’s touch is not con
ceived without love of task and love of
service to humanity. These are mighty
tools: love o f task and love of service to
humanity. Is there in our records any
individual o f greatness who was not
armed with these?
Unless we have inner understanding,
often our evaluation o f greatness is er
roneous, especially as it manifests on
the outer plane. Jacob Boehme, a great
philosopher and world teacher, moti
vated in his outer life as a cobbler. In
the outer world he was a servant to
those who thought themselves his su
periors. Making and mending shoes does
not gratify false pride or vanity, but
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Boehme had none to gratify. He was also smother the flame, such as prac
not a slave nor a servant to worldly am ticed selfishness, vanity, greed, and in
bition. Mending shoes provided the tolerance. All of which in our present
means for his outer existence. It kept stage o f civilization have reached the
him in contact with the outer world and proportions of monstrosities among in
therefore served to balance the two dividuals and among nations.
T he wonders of the inner world
planes o f his living, which in his period
o f evolution and in his spiritual mission await your own personal ex p lora tion was an essential. In his inner life, he use your key and let yourself in. For
was also a servant to humanity. His re the individual who is chained to the
ward was the inpouring of the universal outer world, turning inside to the inner
mind, o f the universal love— an abund world requires a great battle between
ant life difficult to conceive, a living himself and the outer world, a discon
flame difficult to picture for our infantile nection. It indeed requires a certain
symbolic death and a rebirth. Down the
minds, but enough to instill hope.
Beware that you do not apply a wet centuries the fact o f this rebirth has
blanket to the flame, your lamp, or been repeated to you, but the outer ear
divine heritage. A t present there are too has registered only the words. This re
many high-powered personalities who birth is accomplished by one's own voli
live inwardly in darkness, in death, and tion and is a courageous victory. O cca
only what they themselves possess they sionally an individual comes to the reali
zation o f the inner Kingdom through
know how to transmit— death.
This flame within feeds on refined some accident, although achievement is
emotions: kindliness, reverence, honesty, not dependent on accidents, by which
devotion, love of beauty, o f life, o f task, the avenue of outer contact has been
o f others, love o f plants, animals. The severed: such as, loss of hearing or
inner center of every cell and collective sight, or both.
T he deaf Beethoven amazed the
ly as a being, livens on this diet, and
this thrill becomes a conscious part of world by composing musical master
the individual, attuning him with the pieces, which he could not hear. So the
universal. This thrill, being a super world thought— that he could not hear—
vibration, seeks and attunes with its but he heard as the world did not hear,
not on the outer plane through the crude
kind in the universal.
Therefore thrill to the beautiful, lift ear, which no longer served as a trans
up your consciousness. If you do not mitter, but through its counterpart, the
have to help you, music, mountains, inner ear, for our physical parts have a
waterfalls, canyons, find what you do metaphysical duplication as o f the inner
have—a tree arraying itself into fresh, world. This inner ear serves only the
lacy green after a sleep of winter, a inner world and awakens to service only
symbol o f your own barrenness and because o f inward concentration of
coming into life in springtime, because forces. It is so with the inner eye, taste,
for you too there is a springtime. Accept and feeling.
It is emphasized again that one does
a beautiful morning as a tonic, thrill to
it and aid your digestion. The birds not need to have one channel disabled
know how: they sing in tune with it, not to open the other. One may have the
use o f both o f these in the present living
missing one cheery morning.
Those w ho seek to find thrills or for through balanced development, through
get the self they know, through using evolution or proper training. It is a
dope or alcohol, are on the opposite or startling discovery — the actuality of a
downward trail. T hey are merely in super-self and a super inner world,
juring the outer self, instead o f lifting it denied to no one who seeks sincerely.
up to the companionship o f the inner And though it may take ages, eventually
self, embracing it, comforting it, healing each one of us must come to this, since
it. The outer self, or body, is in your it is the Plan.
The
This discourse is not intended to ad
care,
and you are its savior or its tyrant.
Rosicructan
W e have heard thousands o f times vocate the shunning o f our outer world.
Digest
that vices mean starvation through de- It seeks to proclaim the possibility of
August
eneration, but we are rather startled to mastership of the outer world and the
nd that there are refined vices which use o f it for one’s own good, for to a
1941
[ 274 }

dual being, activities in both worlds
should be possible and should be bal
anced. H ow could perfection or com
pletion be reached in any other w ay on
this path of progression, except by pro
gressively harmonizing oneself with the
higher, and yet higher, principles o f
living!
Although unfortunately our educa
tional system does not provide an ade
quate channel or opportunity for devel
opment of the inner self, we are not
pioneers in this field without a school,
and by school is not meant merely a
book or some one man leadership, al
though, if sincere, each may have some
little value. Training for dual master
ship requires more than thinking on ab
stractions, which do not give concrete
information as to just how to achieve
the goal which is sensed or which has
been outlined. You cannot build a struc
ture without knowing where to get your
building material and how to set it up.
Your dual body is a natural laboratory,
but you cannot control or operate in
telligently through natural laws until
you have a thorough knowledge o f these
laws. Operation through instinct is not
mastership.
There are fully equipped, far-reach
ing, powerful metaphysical or mystical
schools which have come down with the
ages, without the aid o f taxation, and
are a part of the present as well as the
ages. T he Cosmic is neither betrayed
nor cheated. A t this time the halls for
inner wisdom are filled with thousands
of students and the doors are open, as
they always have been, to sincere seek
ers, who in spite o f apparent world de
generation, are steadily on the increase.
One enters this study quietly and
humbly, surprised that it has always
been here waiting for such as he, and
amazed to find a very substantial inner
world, full of comradeship, and from
that time on, desire for the outer world
decreases and in proportion desire for
the inner world increases.
There are many promises and claims
to spiritual evolution and revelations,
and how shall one make a choice or rec
ognize the right school? For the pro
tection of truth and the seeker for it,
an international or world federation of
these schools has been organized. This
federation is known in the outer world
as F U D O S I (Federation Universelle

des Ordres et Societes Initiatiques).
T he article "A ncient Brotherhoods Sup
port A M O R C in Freedom o f Thought
Campaign," appearingin the M ay issue
o f the Rosicrucian Digest gives the
qualifications necessary for membership
and lists the organizations now affiliated.
These schools are one with each
other, working in unison and in obedi
ence to the greatest o f pooled or con
centrated forces, as found in the Cosmic
Mind. They borrow from each other in
building their works o f discovery and
research. T h ey blend in cooperation
and differ only in their activities as evo
lutionary, racial, and climatic conditions
require, or as their special fields of
activity require. T hey stand in equal
servitude to all races, all creeds, all
nations.
And how long must one study? The
answer is: H ow long does one experi
ment and study to fit his place in the
outer world?
T he keynote o f the teachings must be
constructive activity combined with or
motivated by love, for love operates
even in creations on a lower scale, in
material things, and in plants, as affinity
o f one cell or atom for another. The
giving of a gift as a duty or to com
memorate an anniversary, adds nothing
to our spiritual growth or upliftment,
but the giving out o f a fullness o f heart,
through the urge o f love, no matter how
small the material token, evolves to a
higher spiritual position both the re
ceiver and the giver.
Though one may destroy all that is
evil what will it avail him. if he does not
build it up with good— a vacuum is not
of value. If you are following teachings
that leave a vacuum, or teachings that
lash you with fear against a stone wall
and there leave you helpless, without
tools, not knowing what to do, you are
not following constructive or active
study: for actively, one must study.
W o u ld a child learn to walk sitting and
reading about it, or just thinking or be
ing told how to walk? Having muscles
and feeding muscles is not enough.
T hey must be exercised, and so the
equipment o f the inner self must be ex
ercised. Your course o f study then must
be such as to acquaint you with the
existence and location o f the inner equip
ment, and must give you tools or exer-
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cises to stir life, give growth to, and put
into action and eventual mastership this
waiting inner self, who is destined to be
a master, and there are schools as men
tioned before, fully equipped and quali
fied to give you such a course of train
ing. T o have a college degree is to be,
in our present system, educated out
wardly, and is not sufficient. It leaves

V

V

you unbalanced, only half educated, and
that on the obvious and weaker side.
And when shall one start training
consciously on the inner path to comple
tion? Eternity will wait, but do you
want to wait? W h ile others have found
or are finding their place in the light, do
you choose to lose their companionship,
to remain behind to live in darkness?

V

W h en Heaven is about to confer a great responsibility on a man, it first exer
cises his heart and mind and belabors his sinews and bones. It exposes his body
to hardships of hunger and cold; it baffles all his undertakings. By these means,
it stimulates his mind, hardens his character and enables him to achieve what might
otherwise be impossible to him.— Mencius.
V
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AllInfusing Soul of the Whole
B y F r a t e r P io E. B oggia

N T H E e l us i ve
w a k e o f thi s e
p h e me r a l l i f e ,
throughout ma n y
existences, inces
santly I h a v e
s o u g h t to c o n 
sciously c o m p r e 
hend th e v e i l e d
mystery of Your
all i n c l u s i v e and
all pervading Soul
ever-radiating the
immeasurable po
tentiality of Light, Love and Life. Thus,
while toiling in the great vineyard of
this fecund ever-becoming plane, as a
gracious gift of Your goodness, I came
to know that it was You, who tirelessly
and gently had tempered, enlightened
and guided me amidst and through the
multi-form manifestations of the various
magnitudes o f Your magnificent Macro
Cosmos; now revealing o f its myriads
o f expressions the dual story of Truth,
The
Rosicrucian now unveiling o f Life, the spark of
Love Divine, now unfolding and mold
Digest
ing in resemblance to Y our beautiful
August
pattern that of You which is within me
— as within us all— now, severely point
1941

ing me the way, then trying and testing
the firmness of my resistance, then with
ever-loving compassion for the falterings of my limited and imperfect ac
complishments justly bestowing upon
me Your gracious gifts, innumerable
rewards of Y our all-embracing Love.
Thus, again and again, upon an ever
higher spiral, endowing me with a better
understanding of Your W isdom , You
granted me the use o f Y our sublime
tools, that in verity I might recount with
joy the trodden pathway, from the por
tal to the alcove in which — I was privi
leged to know —Y ou abide in loving
Oneness, as in the innermost Temple
of us all.
. , . Thus, within my heart Your
burning love, b y degrees. I learned to
love all . . . perceiving in all Life the
never ending melody of Your desire to
‘'U n ify” . . . And T h y W ill is done . . .
for eternally from upon the golden
pathway of the Eastern horizon, to that
of the glorious W est, Your flaming
words of Love, ablaze within the hearts
of all, herald the way to transmute the
fading night into the wondrous dawn of
Y our all-infusing Soul o f the W hole.
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(Courtesy of the Rosicrucian Digest.)
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ARE NO LONGER SECRETS
H E R E is m o re to be d o n e — w hile w aiting fo r the
event— than kn ittin g soft little garm en ts o r p lan 
n in g . M o th e rs , d u rin g each prenatal day y o u have
a p sy ch o lo g ic a l resp on sibility— a duty that goes far
b e y o n d just p ro v id in g fo r y o u r w ell b ein g an d the
actual necessities.
F ath ers, it is a prim itive b e lie f that y o u r c o n trib u 
tion o f g o o d heritage, ancestry, and health is sufficient.
T h e m en ta l en v iro n m en t y o u h elp establish in the
h om e, n o m atter h ow subtle, can leave its stam p u p o n
the fu tu re tem peram en t o f y o u r a n ticip ated son or
daugh ter.
T h e r e are things y o u each can say o r d o w h ich can
in flu en ce the u n b o rn p erson ality . R em em b er that all
lo v a b le d isp osition s — and cra n k y ones t o o — are not
in h erited . I f sh ock an d fea r ca n be detrim ental to the
ex p ectan t m oth er, so, to o , can oth er con d itio n s be
e q u a lly as effective— but ben eficially so.

T

Prenatal in flu en ce and culture are neither new n or
th eoretical —an d also fa r rem ov ed from the realm o f
th eory is the fa th er’ s part o f this ob lig a tio n .

A REMARKABLE DISCLOSURE
M oth ers an d fathers, d o n ’ t wait fo r the arrival to
b eg in this cultural in flu en ce. Y o u ow e it to yourselves
as p rosp ectiv e parents to learn these plain, but littlekn ow n facts. W r ite tod a y fo r the com p lim en ta ry b o o k 
let entitled “ C h ild C u ltu re.” It will be sent y o u w ith
ou t ob lig a tio n . In a stra ig h tforw ard m ann er, it tells
h ow y o u m ay receiv e this h elp fu l ad v ice an d instruc
tion . T h ou sa n d s o f parents are gratefu l tod a y , as they
lo o k u p on their c h ild ren , fo r h a v in g had this in fo rm a 
tion . A d dress:

The Child Culture Institute SS5SUSSE

THE

PURPOSES

OF

THE R OS I C R U C I A N ORDER

M em ber o f
“ FlIDOSI”
(Federation U n i
verse! le des
Ordre3 et
Societes
Initiatiques)

T he R osicru cian Order, ex istin g in all civilized lands, is a non-sectarian
fraternal b o d y o f men and w om en devoted to the investigation, stu d y and
practical ap plication o f natural and spiritual laws. T he p urpose o f the o r 
ganization is to enable all to live in harm ony w ith the creative, constructive
C osm ic to rc e s to r the attain m ent o f health, happiness and peace. The Order
i3 Internationally know n as “ A M O R C " (an ab brevia tion ), and the A M ORC
in A m erica and all other lands constitu tes the on ly form o f R osicru cian
activities united in one body fo r a representation in the international fe d 
eration. T he A M ORC does not sell its teachings. It gives them freely to
affiliated m em bers, togeth er w ith m any other benefits. F or com p lete in
form ation about the benefits and advantages o f R osicru cia n association,
w rite a letter to the address below , and ask fo r the free b ook ' T he Secret
H erita g e.” A d dress S cribe S. P. C., in care o f
AMORC TEMPLE
Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California, U. S. A.
(Cable Address: “ AMORCO” )

Supreme Executive for the North and South American Jurisdiction
RALI’ H M. L E W IS, F. It. C. — Imperator

DIRECTORY
PRINCIPAL AMERICAN BRANCHES OF THE A. M. O. R. C.
T he fo llo w in g are the principal chartered R osicru cian L od g es and C hapters in the United States, its
territories and possessions. T he nam es and addresses o f other Am erican B ranches w ill be given upon w rit
ten request.
CALIFORNIA
Los Angeles:
H erm es L od g e. AM ORC Tem ple. Mr. Duncan G.
W rig h t, Master. R ead in g room and inquiry office
open daily except S un days: 11 a. m. to 5 p. m.
and 6 to 8 p. m .: Saturdays. 12 noon to 4 p. m.,
148 No. G ram ercy P lace.
Oakland:
Oakland Chapter. P acific B uilding. 16th and J e f
ferson S treets: Mr. J. A. W o o d s. M aster: Mrs.
H ope A. S ilsby, S ecretary. C onvocations 1st and
3rd Sundays, 8 p. m. in W igw a m H a ll: L ibrary,
room 406. open afternoon s, 2 to 4:30, except Sat
u rd a y s; T uesday, W edn esday and F rid ay eve
nings, 7 to 9 p. m. P hon e H igate 5996.
Sacramento:
Clement Le Brun Chapter. Mrs. Mury J. Mac
K innon. M aster. M eetings 1st and 3rd F rid a y s at
8:00 p. m., F rien dship H all, Odd F e llo w ’ s B u ild 
ing, 9th and K Streets.
San Diego:
San D iego Chapter. Mr. E dgar H. O swalt. Mas
te r ; Mrs. J. C. Shults, Secretary. M eetings every
Tuesday at 8 p. m. at the H ouse o f H osp itality
in B alboa Park. In q u irers c a ll: F ranklin 3938 or
Main 6244.
San Francisco:
F rancis Bacon L odg e, 1655 P olk St..‘ Mr. Jam es
E dw ard B oden. M aster. M ystical convocation s
fo r all m em bers every 2nd and 4th M onday at
8 p. m. Office and read ing room open T uesday,
W edn esday and F rid ay , 7 to 9 p. m.
COLORADO
Denver;
Chapter M aster, Mr. M. S. D iercks. 1234 Bannock
S treet: Secretary, M iss G ertrude A. M cIntyre,
4537 W . 29th Avenue.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Thom as Jefferson C hapter.
Mr. L . H ouston
H ow ie. M aster. M eetings C onfederate M emorial
Hall. 1322 V erm ont Avenue. N. W .. every F rid ay
evening. 8:00 p. m. S ecretary. Mrs. M. E loise
L avrischeff, 1318 11th Street, N. W ., T eleph one
DU pont 9460.
FLORIDA
Miami:
Mr. O. N icholas B aum gart, Master. 3011 N. W.
2nd S t.; Mrs. R. E. T h orn ton , Secretary. 220 S.
W . 18th Rd. M eetings every M onday nigh t. 8:15
m ., at B iscayne B lvd. and N. E. 2nd St.. Berni
otel.
ILLINOIS
Chicago:
Chicago Chapter No. 9. Dr. A rvis T alley . M aster:
Mrs. V eronica N ichols, Secretary. R ead in g room
open daily, 12 to 5 p. m ., and 7:30 to 10 p. m .:
Sundays 2 to 5:30 on ly . L akeview B ldg ., 116 S.
M ichigan Ave., R oom s 408-9-10. L ecture sessions
fo r A L L m em bers every T uesday night. 8 p. m.

&

Chicago (C olored) Chapter No. 10. Mrs. V iolet
Bass. M aster: Mr. R obert A lston, Secretary. In
qu irers call H yde Park 5776. M eetings 1st and
3rd F rid a y s at 8 p. m .. 12 W est Garfield Blvd..
Hall B.
.MASSACHUSETTS
Boston:
Johannes K elp ius L od g e. W illiam A. C orey, Sec
retary. Tem ple and reading room , Suite 237. 739
B oylston St. C onvocations fo r m em bers T h u rs
day evening and Sunday afternoon.
National
L od g e m em bers alw ays w elcom e. Occasional pub
lic m eetin gs from Sept, to June. F or inform ation,
address Secretary.
MICHIGAN
Detroit:
T h ebes C hapter No. 336. Mr, C. E. R eld-Selth.
Master, 2362 Cortland Avenue, T el. TO. 5-5724:
M iss D oroth y E. Collins, Secretary. T el. DA-3176.
M eetings at the D etroit Federation o f W om en ’ s
C lubs B ld g .. 4811 2nd Ave. every T u esd ay. 8:00
p. m. In q u irers call TO. 5-5724.
MISSOURI
Kansas City:
Kansas City Chapter. Mrs. D. C. D lederichsen.
M aster, 27 E. 53rd T erra ce: Miss Carrie Auker.
Secretary, 1631 Scott Avenue. Independence. Mo.
M eetings every M onday. 8:30 p. m.. P arlors A
and B. H otel C ontinental. 11th St. and B altim ore
A venu e.
St. Louis:
St. Loui3 Chapter. Mr. W m . F. Saussele, Jr.,
M aster: Mrs. J. B. R eichert, Secretary. M eetings
first and third T uesd ay o f each m onth. 8 p. m.
R oosevelt H otel. 4903 Delm ar B lvd. T elephone
JE fferson 1909.
N E W YORK
New York C ity:
New Y ork Chapter. 250 W . 57th St. Mr. W alter E.
Johnson. M aster: Miss B eatrice Cass, Secretary.
M ystical con vocation s each W edn esda y evening at
8:00 p. m ., and Sunday at 3 p. m „ fo r all grades.
In q u iry and read ing room s open week day3 and
Sundays, 1 to 8 p. m.
B ooker T. W ash in gton Chapter.
Mr. Clifford
R ichards. M aster. 351 St. N icholas A v e .: Mr.
P hilip D. N elson, Secretary. 11J E. 118th Street.
M eetings every Sunday at 8:00 p. m ., Y. M. C. A.
Chapel. 181 W . 135th St.
W ASHINGTON
Seattle:
A M O R C Chapter 586. Mrs. Carolina H en derson .
M aster: Mr. T hom as W . H. L ee. Secretary. R ead 
in g room at 410 Old T im es B ldg ., open week days
11:00 a. m. to 4:30 p. m. V isitors w elcom e. Chap
ter m eetin gs 2nd and 4th M ondays, 8:00 p. m. at
H otel M ayflower. R ose R oom , 4th and Olive W ay.
Tacoma:
T acom a Chapter. Mr. L. S. Thorne3s, Master.
4619 N. 16th S t.: Mrs. W. R. W o o d y . Secretary.
Chapter m eetings 1st and 3rd T uesdays. 7:45
p. m. in A fifi R oom . M asonic Tem ple. 47 St.
H elen s Avenue.

(Directory Continued on Next Page)

NEW JERSEY
Newark:
H. Spencer L ew is Chapter. Mrs. M. O. A n gle,
M aster. M eetings every M onday, 8:00 p. m ., 37
W ashin gton Street.
WISCONSIN

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City:
Oklahom a C ity Chapter. Mr. W ard D. Brosam .
M aster, P hon e 5-4510; Mr. Ferdinand W . Arnold.
Secretary, P hon e 3-5875. M eetings every Sunday
night. 7:30 p. m .t 318 Y. W . C. A. B uilding.
OHIO

M ilw a u k e e :

C le v e la n d :

M ilwaukee Chapter. Mr. E. H. W ehlitz, M aster;
Mrs. E dwin A. F aikow ski, Secretary. M eetings
every M onday at 8:00 p. m. at 3431 W . L isbon
Avenue. Inquirers call MI-1624.

Mr. K arl H ey, M aster, 2054 W . 89th S t .; Miss
F rances W illiek, S ecretary, 14824 P epp er Avenue.
M ulberry 1729. M eetings every F rid ay at 8 p. m..
H otel Statler.

PENNSYLVANIA

C in cinnati:

R eading:

R ead ing Chapter. Mr. A ntonio Anastasio, Mas
ter; Mr. F. T heod ore Em bich, S ecretary. M eet
ings every 3rd Sunday, 7:30 p. m., B erkshire
H otel, 5th and W ash in gton Sts.
Philadelphia:
B enjam in F ranklin C hapter o f AM ORC. E dgar
B. M orrison , Jr., M aster. 3308 W allace S t.; Miss
K itty P o ty e , S ecretary, 3020 C am bridge Street.
M eetings for all m em bers every Sunday, 7:30
p. m. at 219 S. B road Street.
Pittsburgh:
F irst Penn. L od g e. Ernst E dwin Nilson, Master.
227 H enderson St., N. W .

Mr. John K. H artsock. M aster; Miss Helen V.
P oplis, Secretary. M eetings every W edn esday at
8:00 p. m. at 2432 In glesid e Pi.
D ayton:

Dr. G isbert L. B ossard, M aster, Phone Ma. 3933.
M rs. G. C. H ynes, S ecretary. M eetings every
W edn esda y evening. 7:30 p. m .( Hotel Miami.
R auh Hall.
TEXAS
Dallas:
Mr. C. M. Bryan. Master. Mrs. R o g e r Q. Mills,
Secretary, 4300 L ivin gston Ave. M eetings at J e f
ferson H otel, R oom 229. 2nd and 4th T uesdays.
8:00 p. m.

OREGON
Portland:
P ortlan d R ose Chapter.
Mr. R ex W . R aw ls,
Master, 7214 S. W . V irgin ia S t.; Inquirers call
TR-0428. Mr. H . T . H errin g ton . S ecretary. M eet
ings, C ongress H otel, Green R oom . 6th and Main
Sts., every T hursday. 8:00 p. m.

F o r t W’o r t h :

F ort W orth Chapter. Mr3. Sophia Sterley. M as
ter, 330 Louisiana A v e .; Mrs. Mack D. Smith.
Secretary. 310 W . W illin gh am St., Cleburne, Tel7. M eetings every F rid ay at 7:30 p. m. at the
Elks Club. 512 W . 4th Street, F ort W orth.
H ou sto n :
Mrs. C onw ay R . Shaw. M aster: Mr. Arthur H.
P rior, S ecretary. 512 B ivdsall S t.. Phone T . 5507.
M eetings every W edn esday at 7:45 p. m.. Y. W.
C. A.. 3rd floor, corn er R u sk and Austin Streets.

INDIANA
Indianapolis:

Mr. R oss E. W in d er, M aster. M eetings 2nd and
1th T u esd ay evening, 8 p, m ., A n tler's H otel.

Principal Canadian Branches and Foreign Jurisdictions
T he addresses o f other foreig n Grand L odges, or the names and addresses o f their representatives, will
be given upon request.
A U S T R A L IA
S y d n ey . N. S. W .:
S ydn ey Chapter. Mrs. D ora E nglish, Secretary.
650 Pacific H igh w ay. Chatsw ood.

ENGLAND

T he AM ORC Grand L od g e o f Great Britain. Mr.
R aym und Andrea, F. R . C., Grand Master. 34
B aysw ater Ave., W e3tbury Park, B ristol 6.
EGYPT

CAN ADA

C a ir o :
Cairo Inform ation Bureau de la R ose Croix.
Sapporta, Secretary, 27 Rue Salim on Pacha.

T o ro n to , O n tario:
Miss E dith Hearn. M aster. Sessions 1st and 3rd
Sundays o f the m onth, 7:00 p. m., No. 10 Lansdow ne Avenue.

H eliop olis:
T h e Grand Orient o f AM ORC. H ouse of the T em 
ple, M. A. R am ayvelim , F. R. C., Grand Secre
tary, % Mr. L evy, 50 R ue Stefano.

V an cou ver, B ritish C olum bia:
Canadian Grand L od g e, AM ORC.
Mr. A. W .
Shaw, M aster, 6158 Balsom St., Tel. K errisdale
0049-L; Mrs. D. L. B olsover. S ecretary, 876 W .
13th Ave., P hon e Fairm ont 1440-Y. AM ORC T em 
ple, 878 H o rn b y St.

FRANCE

V ictoria, B ritish C olum bia:
V ictoria L o d g e .
Mr. E dw ard H arp er, Master.
In q u iry office and reading room , 725 Courtney
S t,; Secretary, Mrs. V. B urrow s. Phone E-7716.

SW EDEN
G ra n d

W in n ip eg , M anitoba:
Charles Dana Dean Chapter, 122a P hoen ix Bldg.
Mr. A. G. W irdnam , Master. 1158 Garfield Street.
Sessions fo r all m em bers on T uesday. 7:45 p. m.
throughou t the year.

S W IT Z E R L A N D

D E N M A RK
Copenhagen:
T he AM ORC Grand L o d g e o f Denm ark.
Mr.
A ruthur Sundstrup. Grand M aster: Carl! A n d er
sen, S. R . C., Grand S ecretary. M anogade 13th
Strand.

J.

Dr. Hans Gruter. Grand Master. C orrespon din g
Secretary. Mile. Jeanne Guesdon. 56 R ue Gambetta, V illeneuve Saint G eorges (Seine & Oise).
L o d g e ’ •R osenkorset.” Anton Svanlund.
F . R . C.. Grand M aster. V astergatan 55. M alm o;
Inez Akesson, Grand L od g e Secretary. Slottsgatan
18. Malmo.
AM ORC Grand L o d g e , 21 Ave. Dapples, L au
sanne; Dr. Ed. B erth olet. F. R . C.. Grand M aster.
6 Blvd. C ham blandes. P u lly -L au san n e: P ierre
Genlllard. Grand S ecretary, Surlac B, Mont
Choisi, Lausanne.
D U T C H A N D E A S T IN D IE S

Dr. W . T h. van Stokkum . Grand M aster; W . J.
V lsser, S ecretary-G eneral. G om bel 33. Semarang.

Spanish-American Division

A rm ando F ont De La Jara, F . R. C., D eputy Grand M aster
D irect inquiries regardin g thi3 division to the S panish-A m erican D ivision. R osicru cian Park. San Jose,
C alifornia. U. S. A.
JU N IO R O R D E R OF T O R C H B E A R E R S
A c h ild re n ’s organization sponsored b y the AM ORC.
F or com plete inform ation as to Its aim s and benefits, address Secretary General, Ju n ior Order, R osicru 
cian P ark, San Jose, California.
TH E R O S IC R U C IA N

PRESS. LTD.
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^Ute 9nuW Jdo G ounod
D O P A ST PER SO N ALITIES
IN F L U E N C E O U R LIVES ?
S T H E R E a c o n g re g a tio n o f the grea t m inds that
o n ce dw elt u p on earth ? D id death term inate their
usefulness to h u m an ity — o r d oes their in tellig en ce lin ger
on to in spire th ose w h o rem ain — like the scent o f flow ers
r em ov ed ?
H a s there ev er flashed in to you r consciou sness an
am azin g ly clear p la n o r p u rp ose— a cco m p a n ie d b y a
strange, inaudible comm and to act u p o n it? H a v e y ou ,
like m any oth ers, fo u n d success in o b e y in g such im 
pulses— an d failu re, if y ou scoffed an d d isregarded
th em ? D o such exp erien ces in d ica te that, like a m usical
note, w e each h av e ou r h a rm on ic— som e g u id in g past
in tellig en ce— w ith w hich our personal consciousness is
attu ned ?
T h e fa ct is, there has ev er persisted the d octrin e
that th e em in en t ch a ra cters w h o h a v e d ep a rted are
C osm ica lly ord a in e d to p erpetu ate their w ork an d aims
th rou g h new , living personalities in each age. P erhaps
you , to o , h a v e ob s e rv e d an in ex p lica b le sim ilarity b e 
tw een your ideals and inclinations and those o f a p ro m 
inent person ag e o f som e oth er cen tu ry o r tim e.

I

Accept This

Q ijjt

Discourse

T h is is n ot a religious p rob lem . It is not o n e c o n 
cern ed w ith spiritualistic ph en om en a . It is a fascin a tin g
con sid era tion o f the survival o f human consciousness
after death, an d h ow in telligences m ay sh ape the
d estin y o f m an kin d. E v e ry liberal p h ilo s o p h e r and
scientist has at on e tim e o r an oth er been ch a llen g ed
b y the reality o f these irrefu ta ble experiences.
T h e R o s ic ru d a n s, the old est fratern ity d e v o te d
to the study o f mysticism an d m etaphysics, invite
y o u to read a fascinating discourse u p on this
su bject. It is w ritten w ith such a m asterful
k n o w le d g e o f the C osm ic laws and ph en om en a
that it w ill c o n v in c e y o u . T h is discou rse is
o ffe re d to y o u F R E E . M e r e ly su bscribe to the
Rosicrucian D igest — this m agazin e — at the
usual rate o f six issues fo r #1 .50— and ask fo r
the com plim entary d iscou rse en titled “ T h e In
visible Council.” T h e discou rse alon e
is w orth the p rice o f the su bscrip tion —
yet it costs y o u nothing. S en d y ou r
su bscription an d rem ittance to :

*7/te Rosicrucian
Rosicrucian Park

Digest

San Jose, California, U. S. A.

Rosicrucian Library
fh Jositli 'W lule feooJ&L
THE SYMBOLIC PROPHECY OF THE GREAT PYRAMID'
The history, vast wisdom and remarkable prophecy of the C
Pyramid. The world's greatest mystery. Price $2.25 per copy,
paid.

THE TECHNIQUE OF THE DISCIPLE"
A modern description of the ancient esoteric path I
nation, trod by the masters and adepts of yore,
copy, postpaid.

THE BOOK OF JASHER"
Within the hallowed pages of the bible itself, are referenc
LOST BOOK. Learn these spiritual truths which have beer
from man. Price $2.00 per copy, postpaid.

ROSICRUCIAN QUESTIONS AND ANSW ERS— With
C om plete History of the O rder"
This volume contains the authentic and mysterious histc
Rosicrucian Order, from ancient times to the present da'
includes answers to many questions on occult and mys
jects of interest to students. Price $2.00 per copy. nostDa

ROSICRUCIAN SUPPLY BUREAU
Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California, U. S. A.

