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HE COMMAND
pay attention" is
issued to each of
us early in life.
By the time we
have reached our
senior year in high
school.it haseither
become irksome
and has been de
fied. or it has be
come so habitual
that we are hardly
conscious of its

idifying gaseous masses of matter, and
in accordance with such modern ideas,
our conduct toward them is quite
different.
However, attention, or active con
sciousness is of two kinds, one which
is aroused, and one which is directed.
In both instances we are conscious, that
is. we are aware of something, but the
former kind is negative. I mean by that
that we are on the receiving end. some
thing is brought to us. instead of our
going to it. The other kind, or positive
attention comes about through our own
recitation. Attention is active conscious volition, that is. our will or our desire
ness. It is the faculty of concentrating to become conscious of something, to
one or more of our objective senses, have an experience of some kind. Thus,
such as sight and hearing, upon some if we aimlessly shuffle along the street
thing or condition, so that we may be and suddenly stub our toe on an ele
come aware of it. Thus, if I pick up an vated walk, we are made conscious of
oddly shaped and colored pebble on the the obstruction—without any effort on
beach and examine it. I am focusing my our part. On the other hand, when we
consciousness upon it. Through visual pick up a book and turn to a definite
and tactile sensations, caused by the chapter and begin reading, we have
sight and /eel of the object, there is willed ourselves, we have directed our
formed in my consciousness, in my mind. attention to a certain object.
a picture of the pebble. Before I ex
In both of these kinds of attention,
perienced it, the pebble had no existence we. of course, form mental pictures; that
whatsoever to me, even though some is, in the mind there is an assembly of
thing or some force, or combination, of impressions of the thing which we have
which the pebble is composed, actually perceived—seen or heard. Thus, to this
existed. It is not what may be, or even extent both negative and positive at
what things are that compose our tention are related. With most people
knowledge. It is how they shape them- the latter follows the former. For ex
j'flc
selves in our minds when we contact ample, if we hear a strange sound in the
n •
■ them. In antiquity,
in Eqypt.* Babylon, basement, which we were not anticipat
Kosicructan c .
A 7
oyria. and, Ureece.
the stars were ing, we have a case of the negative kind
Digest
thought to be gods and goddesses, and of attention. Our consciousness is
April
people paid them homage as such. In aroused externally by the sounds we
1941
modern times, we think of them as sol heard. When we go down into the
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basement and start peering into corners,
searching for the cause of the disturb
ance, we are then directing our con
sciousness. W e are using it like a flash
light to search out whatever may be
there. Now, in this particular example,
we would not have used our positive
attention, that is, directed our conscious
ness, had we not had the negative at
tention aroused first by hearing the
strange sound.
Both of these kinds of attention have
a great value to us. It is perhaps super
fluous to state that without the nega
tive attention—perceiving and receiving
the impressions about us—the world
would have no existence to us at all. If
you want to prove this, just cover your
eyes with your hands and note how the
world seems to shrink. In other words,
all of the visual forms, the things you
ordinarily see, disappear and darkness
alone remains. Then cover your ears
so that you can no longer hear. W h at
happens?—your world becomes still
smaller, without all of the familiar
sounds. Now think, if you could not
even taste, smell, or feel, what would
remain then would be just the memory
of your experiences. If you had been
born devoid of these faculties, not only
would you not know of these realities,
these things of the world, but no one
could even tell you about them. You
would be alive, yes, living more like a
blade of grass, unaware of your en
vironment, or even that there was such
a thing.
However, even though you possess
all of your sense faculties, they do not
constitute any great distinction among
the higher forms of living things. Your
pet dog can hear and smell better than
you can, and he can taste and feel also,
so can all of the domesticated animals
with which you are familiar. However,
most of these animals have just the
faculty of negative attention, or if they
display the positive aspect, it functions
only after the former, and hardly ever
by itself. W hen a dog, lying upon the
ground, sees a rabbit jump up before
him, he immediately realizes, becomes
conscious of what he sees. Next, by
instinct and partly by what we shall
call an inferior kind of will, he de
termines to give chase, and he directs
or concentrates his attention upon that

objective. The consequent chase for the
rabbit was brought about by the dog
first seeing it. This negative attention
is what psychologists call elementary
consciousness. It is a reaction to en
vironment. Now, to make all of this
sound simple, we can say that it is
adjusting ourselves to those things
which make an impression upon our
minds. Such an elementary conscious
ness is really a very crude form of
thought.
The higher, or positive attention be
gins within our minds and not outside.
It starts with thinking. It is a reason
ing about an experience or experiences
we have had. It may consist of plan
ning, forming ideals, setting goals for
ourselves, thinking of the things we
want to accomplish or that we want
eventually to realize outside of our
selves, as well as in our minds. Such
thinking is stimulating, it moves us
from within to direct our consciousness
to numerous circumstances and objects
so that we may learn facts about them
that might ordinarily never come to our
attention.
Suppose you began wondering why
the stream of water flowing near your
home was always quite warm, regard
less of the month of the year. You de
cide to investigate. You walk along the
banks, going further and further up into
the foothills, through the brush. The
going gets rougher and you climb rocks
until finally you come to the end of the
stream, and there you see a sandy sur
face and steam and water bubbling and
rising from it. Lo and behold, the source
of the stream is a hot spring. Thus you
have learned why the water in that
stream is warm further down, while in
others it is not—the source is different.
Your positive attention caused you to
become conscious of certain prevailing
conditions, which your negative atten
tion. waiting to stumble upon them and
then realize them, might never have
done.
There are thousands of men and
women who hardly ever use their fac
ulty of positive attention, which, for the
sake of brevity, we shall now call ob
servation. If they do use it at all, it is
just in case of necessity, just to take
care of themselves so they don’t meet
with accidents, or to get the things done
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that somebody asks them to do, or tells
them to do. Ask the average man or
woman—an acquaintance of yours—
which buildings on the street along
which he or she walks daily to and from
home or office are constructed of stone,
of concrete, or of brick. Ask them to
describe the outside, the architectural
design of their office building or church,
or even the theater that they frequent.
Ask them if the doors are metal or
wood. Unless there is something about
the building or street that compels their
negative attention, that is, that com
manded their attention from without,
they would hardly ever become con
scious of them, except to realize that
they were there.
Can you men tell the color and de
scribe in a general way the pattern of
the rug on your bedroom floor? Can
you women tell whether the streets, not
the sidewalks, downtown are paved with
asphalt or concrete? You women enjoy
window shopping, and you react to the
displays and to the lighting, that is,
you either enjoy it or you don't, but
can you say where the lights are lo
cated in the shop windows, that produce
the pleasing lighting effects—are they
on the sides, are they above, are they
direct, or indirect? That is, can you
actually see them or are they reflected
in some manner? Remember that nega
tive attention is no more or less than
just realizing that a thing exists, by,
for example, seeing or feeling it.
Positive attention, on the other hand,
is directing your consciousness, directing
your thinking and mental powers to
make investigations and to observe in
tensely. It is really the exploration of
the cause or nature of things. You may

suddenly see a flame glowing in the sky,
that is, a reflection of it, perhaps a half
mile or more away, and you at once
realize it is a fire, but what caused the
fire? W a s it intentional or was it an
accident, is it destructive, and can it be
controlled? To answer such questions,
you use your powers of observation and
analysis. You consequently gain a use
ful knowledge.
Knowing what things are is a form
of knowledge, that is true, but under
standing them is entirely different and
much more important. Take nothing for
granted; if you do, you are not much
more elevated in accomplishment than
your animal pets. Your pets question
nothing, they accept everything as it is,
and consequently, because of that, can
never learn how to master or control
things. Look, investigate, and inquire!
Such habits will give you wisdom, and
wisdom is applied knowledge. In other
words, the ability to use your experi
ences, the things that you ordinarily
hear, see, or feel in a day, makes it
possible for you to improve your life
and to acquire those things that, through
negative attention, accidental experi
ence, might never come about. It is far
better to be capable of planning how
to earn the needed dollars to make pur
chases, through using positive attention
and observation, than having to depend
upon the chance of seeing money lying
in the street, which would be a mode of
relying on negative attention. Don't
wait until something strikes you to get
your attention, start searching in the
world around you for the things you
really want to occupy your mind and
to bring you pleasure.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION

The
Rosicrucian
Digest
A pril
1941

The opportunity of special instruction in the sciences, fine arts, and philosophy—in their
relationship to Rosicrucianism—is available to every member during the term of the
Rose-Croix University, beginning June 29 and continuing through a period of three weeks.
It is necessary that certain entry requirements be completed in advance. These are not
difficult, but do not postpone making arrangements to matriculate. If you have not written
for information concerning matriculation, be sure to do so. A vacation combined with
instruction will prove beneficial and profitable. The Rose-Croix University is pleased to
announce that its negotiations for the 1941 Faculty are completed, and students will enjoy
the contact with these men—all specialists in their particular fields—who are also high
degree Rosicrucians, and will present their particular subjects in an interesting and in
structive manner. W rite to d a y to the Registrar for complete information. Do not post
pone your matriculation any longer.

[

86]

Fatalism: Positive or Negative?
By

F red

C.

B ond,

HE stage of evolu
tionary d e v e lo p 
ment reach ed by
an individual or a
race can be quite
accurately gauged
b y the prevailing
conception regard
ing the future. An
a n im a l’s idea of
to m o rro w is al
most entirely sub
conscious. In the
mind of a savage
the future is predominantly hazy and
obscure, and little intelligent planning
is possible. His ideas of existence after
death, or transition, are nebulous in the
extreme.
Consciousness increases as civiliza
tion develops, so that the importance of
existence beyond transition grows with
that of all the so-called spiritual values.
Individuals of the most advanced stages
of evolution tend more and more to
direct their activities toward the infinite
period after death. However, most of
them submit to the limitations of con
sciousness decreed by many religious
teachings and social customs, and there
by temporarily suspend their own evo
lution. Man’s conscious understanding
of the future is still greatly inferior to
his intuitional and subconscious appre
ciation of the eons of life yet to come.
All observation should teach us that
the universe is a unit, and that phe
nomena are cyclical and evolutionary.
The heart of the Cosmos beats in a
great rhythm, with which all subordinate
rhythms are maintained in tune.

F. R. C.

The stars swing around the zodiac in
26,000 years, the planets have their un
varying periods; the sun circles the
heavens in a year, the moon in a month,
and the entire celestial scene revolves
every day.
Time, as measured in seconds, days,
and years, is merely an expression of
these great rhythms. To say that the
heart beats 76 times a minute, is to com
pare the beat of the individual's positive
center with the greater one of the earth.
It may be compared in the same manner
with that of the moon, or sun, or epoch
of the stars. W e express musical tones,
radio vibrations, light and colors, X rays, and cosmic radiation, all on the
same grand scale of time. Time is the
rhythm of vibration.
Behind all outward manifestations we
perceive that the universe is the essence
of law and order. Great and small vi
brations oscillate to blend into the cos
mic harmony, and when apparent dis
cords arise they eliminate themselves.
There is no such thing as chance, or
luck, in all creation, and all that seems
so is merely the result of our own very
imperfect understanding.
The greater harmony of the stars and
planets is apparent to all. The lesser
harmony is not so obvious to our senses,
but it is all around us; in the growth of
crystals; the shading of the color spec
trum at sunset; the interplay of music
and emotion.
A mathematical expression of a phe
nomenon is an approximation, and the
failure to realize this is often responsible
for a misconception as to probability, or
chance. A scientist may state that twen-
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ty per cent of a given amount of oxygen
gas will diffuse through a membrane in
an hour under certain conditions. His
result is statistically accurate and re
producible, but he is mistaken if he
ascribes the fate of any individual mole
cule to chance causes. The action of the
mass of gas can be predicted, and with
a sufficiently fine understanding the ac
tion of any individual molecule could
also be predicted. Because of our in
complete powers of perception we are
able only to approximate the result
mathematically.
If larger phenomena are seen to be
the invariable results of the cyclical pro
cesses of law and order, the actions of
individual particles are also the result
of law. The whole cannot be greater
than the sum of its parts.
Small particles are combined and co
ordinated to make up a greater individ
ual, and these into still greater bodies,
but each unit does not thereby lose its
own individuality. The units are merely
organized to serve a greater entity, of
which they are a part.
Individuals perform their activities
with emotion, desire, love, pleasure, and
fear; while these activities are but im
personal functions to the greater in
dividual they collectively serve. In
dividual effort and will on one plane
become merely a predictable reaction
when viewed from a more inclusive
level.
Consider a hive of bees. Under cer
tain conditions the hive produces so
much honey, and so much profit to the
keeper. The prodigious effort and will
of each individual bee is nothing more
than a statistical factor to him, but to
the individual it is the course and mean
ing of life itself.
M y desires and emotions, loves and
fears, make up the sum of my own per
sonality, and its importance to me is not
lessened by a knowledge of the statistics
of human earning power or the number
of years of probable life.
There is a divine evolutionary plan
The
that permeates and directs all life and
Rosicrucian bein9- botb 9reat and small. The Cos
mos consists essentially of a rhythmic
Digest
pulsating harmony of vibrations, in
April
which each note has its necessary place,
however small that note may be.
1941

Everything that we know, conscious
ly and objectively, has its source in our
peripheral senses. These senses are ex
ceedingly incomplete and inadequate.
One single octave of sight is supple
mented by several of sound, touch,
smell, and taste. W e are blind to most
of the great cosmic keyboard of vibra
tions, and the little glimpses that come
directly to our senses commonly mislead
us when considered alone. If we would
attain to a better understanding of the
Cosmos, it must be through a belief in
the unity and consistency of all things.
Nothing beyond our understanding must
be considered as supernatural, or as
contrary to nature.
Greater understanding is to be gained
intuitively, or through certain hidden
and little understood senses that im
pinge upon the consciousness only in
directly. These more subtle vibrations
are always entirely consistent with our
sensual perception, and any apparent
anomaly is the result of imperfect con
scious understanding.
Humanity can be divided into dream
ers and so-called realists, according to
the relative weight they give to the two
methods of perception. The self styled
realist is a man of fact. He prides him
self upon his material perception of
actualities as he realizes them, and to
him realization is largely a sensual pro
cess. He willfully blinds himself to
many intuitive perceptions, and is the
more at home in his immediate material
surroundings.
Intuitive perception is of more im
portance to the dreamer than sensual
perception. His fancies take first place
in his mind, and he may expect to suffer
in a material w ay for his neglect of the
lower vibrations, while perhaps profiting
from the higher.
Both types of perception are true in
themselves, and are injurious only in
their interpretation and lack of coordina
tion. Since there is no chance in the
universe, there is nothing false per se.
Errors, sins, injuries, sufferings, result
from interpreting these essentially true
perceptions in the light of an imperfect
understanding. The true measure of hu
man evolution is the development of the
conscious understanding, which evolves
as error is taught by suffering.
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Humanity com m only a tte m p ts to rules the day and the moon yet governs
evolve through the medium of authority, the night, despite all the wonders of our
rather than through personal under mechanical age. If we accept our previ
standing. Reactions that may be correct ous premises as correct, we can scarcely
and proper are compelled by force, or refrain from studying the heavens to
induced by faith in and adoration of learn more of life.
That such studies have led to great
certain spiritual or moral authorities.
This is building on the sand. The abuses, is obvious to all. Men and
structure may rise quickly and high, but women seeking their own profit have
it has no true foundations, and collapses preyed upon the credulity of those of
at the first adverse wind or wave. The more simple faith. Many lives have been
individual who would reach perfection darkened with unwarranted despair, as
through authority has willfully suspend well as brightened with false hopes.
ed his own conscious evolution to obtain Fortune telling trash is so abundant that
results not earned, and must eventually the cynic finds no difficulty in justifying
and painfully retrace his steps. The his own mental superiority.
However, no subject can be properly
leader who would guide others upward
through blind obedience to authority, judged in the light of its abuses alone.
either does not desire the true evolve- Credulity and cynicism alike can close
ment of his followers, or does not the door to truth, and both must be
understand that evolution is an inward, avoided if truth is to be gained. Only
and not an outward, affair. He mis study and experimentation with an open
takenly feels that the end justifies the mind can find the way.
means, while actually only the means
Perhaps the most contentious subject
determine the end.
in all the history of philosophical thought
This brings up the much misunder is the idea of free will. If we believe in
stood subject of divination. Since every the law and order of the universe, and
manifestation has its harmonious mean in the existence of a divine and unfailing
ing and place in the cosmic scheme; and evolutionary plan, our cherished ideas
since time itself is but a universal of the power of free decision soon en
rhythmic pulsation, measuring parts of counter obstacles. U n su c c e ssfu l at
a greater cycle than we can compre tempts to reconcile these two points of
hend, our interpretation of character view have led to many theological dog
and events, past and future, is limited mas and creeds, and created much cyni
only by the scope of our perceptions cism and vain glory.
and our understanding of their proper
In such situations it is usually the
relationship. Everything has its mean understanding that is at fault, rather
ing, which we may interpret if we are than the validity of the ideas them
able.
selves. The person who insists upon the
The greatest thinkers of all ages have freedom of the will feels that to deny it
intuitively or logically accepted the basic means to abandon all effort and incen
unity of nature, and have founded their tive for improvement; merely to drift
understanding upon this premise. They with the tide of events, and to become a
have reasoned both from the great to fatalist in the negative sense. He may
the small and from the small to the feel that the end of encouraging willful
great, but have always attempted to living justifies the means of ignoring the
correlate the two. Divination is just logic of his viewpoint. He seemingly
does not comprehend that the act of
such an attempt at correlation.
Astrology furnishes a typical exam willfully abandoning, or of increasing,
ple, since it constitutes one of the most his belief in his individual power of
fundamental, and in many ways the making decisions, is as much a product
most logical, of these attempts. The of fate as any other act can be.
Another common point of view is to
great cycles of the heavenly bodies are
admit
that great events, or important
so consistent and harmonious in their
manifestations, and so important to social changes, are the result of a divine
even the material phases of our exist plan, but to deny that the actions or
ence, that to deny their effect upon hu opinions of each ordinary individual are
(Concluded on Page 93)
man life is impossible. The sun still
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The Key to Happiness
Dr.

H.

S p e n c e r L e w is

From “The Mystic Triangle”
April 1929
Many of the articles written by our late Imperator, Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, are as
deathless as time. That is, they are concerned with those laws and principles of life and
living which are eternal, and thus never lose their efficacy or their Import, and are as
helpful and as inspiring when read today as they were when they were written five, ten,
fifteen, twenty or more years ago, and likewise will continue to be as helpful and as
Instructive in the future. For this reason, and for the reason that thousands of readers of
the "Rosicrucian Digest" have not read many of the earlier articles of our late Imperator,
we are going to adopt the editorial policy of publishing in the "Rosicrucian Digest" each
month one of his outstanding articles so that his thoughts will continue to reside within
the pages of this publication.

HE title of this arti
cle im plies th a t
there is a certain,
d e fin ite “ k e y ”
w h ich , w hen se
cured, will unlock
the door le a d in g
to " H ap p in ess”
for us. That there
is just such a key
cannot be doubted
by those who have
received it, and it
is only the unen
lightened who are skeptical as to its
existence. W hen once obtained, this
key is yours for all time —- you cannot
lose it, even though you loan it to others,
or attempt to throw it aside. Once in
your possession it remains with you
always.
It is necessary that you come to
understand
our true relationship to God
The
and
to
all
mankind,
before you may be
Rosicrucian
given this wonderful ‘key.” God made
Digest
man, and gave unto him that part of
April
Himself so that man was made in the
1941
likeness, or image, of God. Made in the

image of God! Perfect, whole, un
changeable, immortal! Possessing all
the qualities of God — because God
could not create anything less perfect
than Himself. And when we become
fully conscious of that one big truth, and
know that we are a part of God, man’s
so-called individuality fades into in
significance, and he sees himself, or rec
ognizes himself, only as a humble soul,
closely connected with all other souls
and a necessary part to blend into and
make up the oneness of all.
Man, therefore, is not individualized
either in body or soul, for in soul he is
of God, as in body he is of earth, and
earth, in return, is of God also. The
interdependency of man exists because
it is necessary in order that man, him
self, may exist. Man is not now, nor
has he ever been, entirely independent.
He likes to think of himself as being
such, but when he gets right down into
the heart of the matter he sees his error
and knows that without others he. him
self, could not possibly be what or
where he is today. Think you that man
could exist by himself? Do you suppose,
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for one instant, that man could exist
were there not some one else to help
things along? How could a man express
his thoughts, his ideals, and make mani
fest the talents, knowledge, and power
within him, that is ever seeking an out
let for expression, were there none be
sides himself to appreciate all these
things!
Man's interdependency may be liken
ed unto a huge wireless station. The
wireless operator sits before his key, at
tunes himself with the station he desires
to communicate with, and sends out his
message. Now, by attuning himself
with another station he may send the
same, or another, message to that other
station, and so on, until through proper
attunement he is enabled to reach all
other wireless stations. All these wire
less stations, combined, may be likened
unto the Cosmic Mind, and man, when
he desires something from that Mind,
must do just the same as the wireless
operator—attune himself with that Mind
and send out his message. Just as the
operator waits to receive his answer, so
man must await his answer from the
Cosmic Mind: and just as the answer
comes to the operator, if he is to receive
an answer, so the answer comes to man,
from the Cosmic, if he is to receive an
answer!
However, the average man, including
the average student of occult sciences,
does not realize that big truth. He
thinks that because he desires something
he should have it, and so makes every
attempt to get what he wants regardless
of consequences — for that matter the
consequences do not enter his mind, as
he is wrapt up in his desire to obtain
that one thing he thinks is so necessary
to his happiness. If he would stop for a
moment, and give the matter a little
thought, he would soon realize that
some of the things he thinks are so
necessary to his happiness are the very
things which would cause him much
unhappiness were he to receive them.
Look at the little baby; it cries its
heart out for something it sees and
wants. The baby's mind is not sufficient
ly developed to tell that a flame would
burn if handled: no — the baby is not
capable of reasoning then as it will be in
later years, and so it cries, and cries,
and cries. And if it does not receive the

thing it cries for, it will continue to cry
■
—that I grant you—until its attention is
attracted to something else. The mother
knows that everything the baby cries for
is not good for it; and she does her best
to teach the child what is good for it
and what is not, until such a time when
the baby may come to know and decide
for itself. So God. in His infinite W is 
dom knows what is good and what is
not good for us, and gives us just what
we need when we need it. And if the
thing we desire is not good for us, and
God knows it, then all our prayers, all
our willing to have it, all our concen
trating upon it, will be of no avail.
Think you that we, with our definite,
limited, finite minds can judge what is
best for us. and, in so judging, have
only to will to have a thing in order to
obtain it? W hen we think of these
things we must come to see how absurd
it is to think that we can change God’s
laws and decrees simply through willing
that a thing shall be done!
W hen will man cease to think that his
will is the only thing to be considered,
and remove the resistance he is con
stantly placing in the w ay of God?
W h y should man resist the working out
of God's laws and decrees, and in so re
sisting them, bring upon himself much
unnecessary unhappiness and worry?
Simply because man has not yet learned
the operation of the Laws underlying
God's work and God's great scheme of
all things. Man, in his exaggerated
egotism, thinks that his will is all that is
necessary to consider, and that his de
sires (so long as they are not immoral
or illegal) are. or should be, always sat
isfactory to God, and conform with
God’s will and desires! How egotistical!
W h y, if God were not all love, charity,
mercy — always ready to forgive and
teach .— I would be almost tempted to
say that He has many a laugh over
man’s attempt to fool himself into his
importance with self-conceit, self-flattery
and that abominable false pride!
A t some time or other in everyone's
life comes that great realization that
man is not so important as he thought
he was: that he is not so independent as
he liked to think: that he must look to
God for all that he has and all that he
hopes to have: and that of himself he is
nothing, but of God, he is all.
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All the unhappiness in this world is
due to man’s fighting against the very
things which come to him for the pur
pose of allowing him to gain the experi
ences which are to unfold his soul. Man
must come to realize that it is useless to
fight against these things, because noth
ing he is able to do can prevent their
coming to pass, although by fighting
them he is able to put them off for the
time being. But when they have been
put off, they gather in force, and when
they do get the chance to strike, or pass
the barrier he has built up, they come as
a thunder-bolt, with renewed energy
and force. If man would but welcome
these things and recognize them as
necessary for his advancement, then he
would be able to meet with them, ana
lyze them, and see where and how he
can best work with them and so come to
view them all without allowing them to
affect him for other than good, either
mentally or physically.
You cannot fight against nature—and
you cannot fight against God. The very
things which come to you, and you are
unable to understand why they come,
are the very things you should welcome,
analyze, and seek to understand. If
properly handled, fire cannot burn you.
Nothing can harm you. cause you worry,
or bring unhappiness if you handle it
properly, and in accordance with God’s
iaws and principles.
W hen everything goes dead wrong,
when all you try to do seems useless;
when friends turn against you and life
seems unbearable — stop for a moment
and know this: It isn’t the world or the
people in it who are wrong: It is you.
And you are wrong because you are
allowing all these things to affect you,
worry you, influence you. Lift up your
head in such moments; throw your arms
wide open and say; "Come, I welcome
you, for I know you are necessary for
the unfoldment of my soul." Then, take
up each condition, examine it, analyze
it in minute detail, see how harmless it
is, and then you will be able to laugh
The
the bugaboo away; for every bugaboo
Rosicrucian exists within you and not around you,
- .
as it so seems. Let us see if we cannot
V fge*t
d0 this with some of the most general
A pril
problems that arise to bring about un1941
happiness. You seek your key to hap

piness and it shall be given you, so let
us take up your problems.
The most important of these problems
is that of happiness in the home: for
unless happiness reigns supreme in the
home all other conditions must be un
happy. As the home is built upon a
foundation of Love, we will first analyze
Love and see what we can find. It is not
my intention to go into any abstract
theories or statements regarding Love.
Instead, I shall discuss it from an every
day standpoint, and show the how and
wherefore of happiness in that relation
between human beings, called “Love."
Angry words and quarrels come to
pass, only because there are two people
to allow their expression. One may say;
"I shall not quarrel with you,” and then
stand back with an indifferent attitude
towards the other. But anger cannot be
quieted by an indifferent attitude. It
must be dealt with in kindly thoughts,
words, and actions which will show the
other that your one desire is to remove
the cause of the anger or quarrel; and
you can only do this by placing your
self upon the same level with the other
person.
If your thoughts are all kindness, all
thoughtfulness, and all love for others,
it is impossible for anyone to become
angry with you; and just as impossible
for any thing or condition to affect your
equilibrium, harmony, or peace. But if
you have not reached that stage where
you can instantly eliminate the desire to
return anger for anger, blow for blow,
and treat adverse conditions with toler
ance, etc., then you can make the first
step in advancement towards that stage,
by stopping for a moment, whenever
you are tempted to give way to the de
sire to speak angry words in return, and
training yourself to think of and analyze
the other's side of the question, thus
learning the cause of the anger or
thoughtlessness.
Something went wrong in the house
during the day. The baby was cross;
the supper did not "pan out” just right;
some visitor was there who wasn’t very
nice in her choice of gossip; something
or other happened to make your wife
cross. Then you come home and start
to read your paper. W ifie asks you to
do something, and you. not suspecting
the trials she has gone through that day,
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answer that you will do it as soon as
you finish your paper. W ifie becomes
impatient and asks you again, and you
get up, in a way that arouses her an
tagonism. A cross word is spoken. You
reply in like tone. A quarrel results and
both of you retire utterly disgusted with
life, in general, especially yourselves.
Or it may be that something went
wrong in the office. You go home wor
ried, downhearted, and discouraged.
Your supper is not ready, the baby
starts to cry, or Johnny asks some seem
ingly foolish question. You speak a
cross word, kick the dog, and start to
grumble about everything. Perhaps you
think that your wife would not under
stand things if you explained them, so
you keep the bugaboo to yourself. She
makes some remark which you interpret
wrongly, and you say something to her
which is unkind, or a little sarcastic.
She, not knowing the trials you have
been through that day, makes some re
mark which leads to retaliation on your
part, and a quarrel results. And if things
continue in this way, it isn’t long before
a perfectly happy home is broken up.
Now, let us say that you understand
the 'why” and "wherefore” of all these
conditions, you would then know how to

cope with them so that they would never
leave a discordant effect upon you. You
would not have resisted them in the
first place, and so refused to let them
grow in power. And in the understand
ing, you would always find the cause for
all discords in life, and be able to remove
them without any difficulty whatsoever.
To sum it all up the real key to happi
ness. which may be applied for all, is
this: Be always considerate of others in
all your thoughts, actions, and words.
God never intended that man should
be unhappy. Happiness is man's birth
right, and the only thing which is pre
venting man from enjoying that birth
right is his own blind egotism. Because
we are so wrapped up in ourselves, we
are failing to enjoy the happiness we
should have and hold. W e are so proud
of our self-styled independence that we
have built up a wall of pride around us,
through which kindness, joy, considera
tion, and love cannot penetrate: and it
is not until we remove that wall and
know that we are of God. and not of
ourselves, that true happiness will come
to be with us and remain with us now
and forevermore.
Think it over! You have tried to be
happy the other way. Now try this way!
Think!

7
V
V
FATALISM: POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE? (Continued from Page 89)
foreordained in the same sense. Its ex
ponents follow the statistical method of
analysis, and hold that divine laws apply
to great things in a different sense than
they apply to small. They must deny the
unity of the universe to be consistent.
Still other exponents of free will
would make divine plan imperfect in
respect to time. They may believe that
the main outlines of the future are ready
drawn, but insist that the time of fulfill
ment waits on the decisions of them
selves and others.
The coordination of these apparently
conflicting viewpoints has already been
hinted at. A bee may struggle through
a long day of honey gathering, with ex
treme individual exertions of will and
effort, but to the keeper her work is re
duced to a statistical expression. The
general staff has formulas to predict the
heroism and devotion of the individual
soldier.

The quality that to the individual
appears to be the action of his free will,
is to the Cosmos a necessary part of the
divine plan of evolution, perfect in every
detail.
W ith a better understanding of this
harmony of individual free will as an
expression of divine function, we should
be incited rather to increase our will
power than to abandon it. W hen Lin
coln said "I will study and prepare, and
my chance will come,” he was as much
of a fatalist as any failure who drops
his load in life, but his fatalism was
positive, not negative, and obtained posi
tive results. He saw hope, not fear, in
the future, and if we believe in evolu
tion we must also see hope there.
Can we not believe at once in the
divine evolutionary cosmic plan, perfect
in all its parts; and in the joyful exer
cise of our own will, which is the part
of most immediate importance to us?
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Science has never discovered new lews. However, eech hour its erdent workers
bring forth new demonstrations of the eternal Cosmic principles. Many of these
daily scientific discoveries are but confirmations of secret doctrines expounded for
centuries by the Rosicrucians and other mystery schools— at a time when popular
acceptance of them was impossible. Some of these latest and startling con
currences with the Rosicrucian teachings by modern science will appear in this
department monthly.

HE study of matter,
organic and inor
ganic, has occu
pied the attention
of the philosopher
and scientist alike
over a p erio d of
c e n tu rie s. Quite
naturally, many of
these great minds
of the past, as well
as the p re se n t,
were students and
teachers of Rosicrucianism. Their findings, or the re
sults of their researches, have been in
cluded in the Rosicrucian teachings for
many years. Much of this wealth of
material constitutes the “hidden knowl
edge of the ancients” that we find refer
ence to so often in the works of many
of the well-known historians of the
esoteric orders and fraternities of the
world. In perpetuating this wisdom and
knowledge, the Rosicrucians have been
outstanding. They have at times even
suffered at the hands of those who
would keep the masses in darkness and
T he
superstition. W e see this as early in
Rosicrucian ^ist° 7 " the 18th dynasty of ancient
Egypt when the great King Amenhotep
Digest
IV experienced opposition and internal
A p ril
intrigue from the powerful priesthood
of his day when he attempted to offer
1941

to his people his beautiful teaching of a
"One ever-living God,” the acceptance
of which would have led them into the
light of new knowledge, new under
standing, lifted the yoke, and broken
the chains of fear and superstition.
Among the outstanding laws of phys
ics to be found in the archives of our
Order is one that has been difficult for
modern science to accept. It pertains to
the formation of matter. It plainly points
out to the student the fact that though
matter which is inorganic exists, yet no
matter can truly be classified as dead.
All matter is in a state of vibration. In
fact matter owes its existence to vibra
tions. This is true of all matter whether
animate or inanimate. It has long been
an accepted fact that matter cannot be
destroyed, only changed or caused to
manifest differently to man; thus, noth
ing is ever lost. The weight of the sub
stance of the world remains the same
century after century. W e may change
water into steam by heat, but we do not
destroy anything; we simply change its
vibratory rate and thus it manifests dif
ferently to us.
Organic matter is matter with the
power or quality to reproduce itself. It
is matter of an earthly nature imbued
with an additional force that might be
called a positive life force, in contra
distinction to the vibratory force to
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"DR. STAN LEY S A Y S LIFE IS
INHERENT IN ALL OF
MATTER”
"Has No Sharp Border, He Tells
American Institute, in Receiv
ing 1941 Medal”
"A theory that life is inherent in all
matter and owes its existence to ‘a
specific state of matter’ was advanced
last night by Dr. W endell M. Stanley,
member of the Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research, in accepting the 1941
Gold Medal of the American Institute
of the City of New York for his proof
that a chemical agent instead of a micro
organism is responsible for the virus
causing the plant disease known as
tobacco mosaic.
"In presenting the award winner. Dr.
Thomas M. Rivers, director of the Hos
pital of the Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research, said that Dr. Stan
ley’s discovery had caused ‘great con
fusion and consternation' in the scienti
fic world by proving that infectious dis
eases were not of necessity caused only
by microorganisms and also by casting
doubt on the belief that ‘multiplication
V
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or reproduction is an attribute only of
life.’
"Dr. Stanley concluded his address
with the assertion: 'I believe that the
work on viruses has provided us with
new reasons for considering that life as
we know it owes its existence to a speci
fic state of matter, and that the principle
of the vital phenomenon does not come
into existence suddenly, but is inherent
in all matter.
" ‘It is difficult, if not impossible," he
said previously, ‘to place a sharp line
separating living from non-living things.
The problem is similar to that encount
ered when an attempt is made to deter
mine the exact point at which one color
blends into another in a color spectrum
or when one attempts to establish just
where acid becomes alkaline.
” 'It has been said that living differ
from non-living things in that for the
former the total is always equal to more
than the sum of the parts. Yet the same
is true for even simple molecules, for,
knowing only the two gases, oxygen
and hydrogen, who could have predict
ed the properties of the water molecule
formed by a certain combination of
gases? It is obvious that as new struc
tures are formed, new properties char
acteristic of these structures are evolved.’
“Dr. Stanley, discussing the medical
aspects of viruses, said: ‘In the absence
of living cells, these agents appear as
harmless and lifeless as pebbles on a
beach, yet even after years of inactivity
they may spring into action and cause
disease and death when introduced by
chance or by design into certain living
cells.’
"The annual dinner of the 113-yearold institute was held at the Hotel
Pierre, Fifth Avenue and Sixty-first St.
The citation on the medal given to Dr.
Stanley read: ‘For crystallizing the virus
of tobacco mosaic, a feat which has
opened up new fields of research, given
birth to new ideas about the nature of
important disease-producing agents, and
enlarged the human understanding of
life.’
"Dr. H. C. Parmelee, president of the
institute, which has headquarters in
New York City, presided.”
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which all matter, organic or inorganic,
owes its existence.
Today there are great thinkers and
students in the various fields of science
who are not satisfied with the notebooks
of the modern schools of science, but
seek to know more and more of the
fundamental laws back of all creation.
Such great thinkers have always existed
and probably always will. They are
noble in their purpose and fearless in
their search for truth. All look upon
them with admiration, many with envy
for their brave determination and active
imagination that leads to the discovery
of knowledge and wisdom, much of
which is still perpetuated by the Rosicrucian Order, AM ORC.
Members of this world-wide esoteric
order will recognize the facts in the fol
lowing newspaper article that concur
with the secret teachings that they re
ceive for study in the privacy of their
home sanctums.

Judging Another
By

P. K r i c k , Ph. B.
of the Pennsylvania Bar

Frater C h arles

HE art of judging
another is a diffi
cult one to attain.
It is r e a lly the
g re a te s t and yet
most common of
hum an responsi
bilities. And when
we apply the pro
cess of judging as
the average juror
is required to use
it, we m ay w e ll
p o n d er over the
responsibility that is his.
The abuses and irregularities which
have grown with the jury system have
awakened the thinking public to the
need for jury reform in this country.
W e shall probably think long enough,
and in the process of thinking evolve
something of value that will eventually
accomplish a suitable reformation of the
trial by jury. This brief summary out
lines some of the difficulties of judging
from the standpoint of a juror.
The constitutional provision which
provides that the defendant shall be
tried by a jury of his peers, has been
extended so that civil cases are now
generally tried by juries.
The defendant in a criminal case in
America is surrounded with many eleThe
ments of protection. The trial is so full
Rosicrucian
°bjecti°ns and exceptions of counsel,
extraneous matter, and useless talk and
Digest
explanation, that it is very difficult to
April
get at the actual facts in the case. Is it
any wonder that so few convictions are
1941

obtained in proportion to the number of
prosecutions? The adoptions of proce
dural and jury reform as applied to trial
of offenders would make convictions
more easy to obtain and would result in
more pleas of guilty by the accused.
Then we have the unfortunate condi
tion in that the most intellectual and de
sirable persons of the community seek
to avoid jury service. And the laws of
many states exempt various classes of
desirable persons, so that almost half
of the intellectual voters are exempt by
law from such service, and the burden
has been shifted from those best fitted
for duty to those less able to serve. The
juror may be called for service but once
a year and some jurors serve but a few
times in a span of life. And thus it is
apparent that with the small limit of
service as a juror the ability to serve is
never developed to the point of useful
ness that justice requires.
The juror must judge of the credibil
ity and intelligence of witnesses and of
the truth of their testimony. And the
juror has only his common sense to
guide him in his function as judge of
the facts. His previous experience and
observation of human beings and their
reactions to each other is of some value.
The average juryman may be well in
formed and may have keen judgment.
He may be able to read human nature
and discern the motives which are ap
parent in his fellow men. But he does
not often have a surplus of subjective
insight which will direct him to detect
falsehood. He can not successfully
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weigh the exaggerated statements made
from a witness stand. He can not pene
trate the hypocrisy and the sham. It
requires a shrewd lawyer to uncover the
motive and falsity of testimony. The
presiding judges with a life-time of
training and experience are lost in the
maze of technique and fact, and the
burden is so great that they have dif
ficulty in giving the proper weight to
evidence produced at the trial. W h at
may be considered proper proof of facts
appears doubtful, and what the court
thinks is proper at the trial may subse
quently, upon review by the higher
court, be considered very irregular and
necessitate a retrial of the case, with
the consequent expense to taxpayers
and litigants. For the court must guide
the jurors in their deliberation. A mis
guided jury will attach undue weight to
unimportant facts — which they prob
ably would be inclined to do even
though they were properly instructed.
It requires training over months and
years of practice as a trial lawyer to at
tain any degree of success as a cross
examiner.
The juror must hear a wide variety of
testimony. A ll forms of human emotions
and intelligence are presented before
him. He views human passions as they
are presented to the limit. Various de
grees of integrity of witnesses are ap
parent. W itnesses’ testimony varies and
frequently they contradict each other,
so that the problem of finding the truth
becomes very difficult. Some witnesses
make honest mistakes while others color
their testimony to fit their view point or
the interest of the litigant, and frequent
ly resort to perjury.
The average juror is normal in living
according to accepted standards, but no
two are alike in training and knowledge
— and more important is the fact that
no two jurors are identical in spiritual
attainment and development. And so
one has the same problems as any other.
Those who deny the value of esoteric
knowledge must admit that each juror's
training, past actions and reactions to
the thoughts and actions of other human
beings are different from those of any
other person and each has separate bur
dens and personal obligations.
The duty of serving as a juror should
appeal to a person’s highest intellectual

reasoning powers and faculties. The
juror ought to be open minded and de
sire to do justice to all, to sift and
weigh testimony of the witnesses; he
must learn to judge the motives of the
witnesses, he must allow for prejudices
and error. He must discern the legiti
mate methods of lawyers from the un
professional practices. He must analyze
the speech of counsel to detect the elo
quence administered for his benefit de
signed to excite sympathy and prejudice
in favor of his client. Every trial law
yer knows that the play upon sym
pathy and human emotions in the trial
of a case are powerful weapons. This
is especially true in the conduct of
criminal trials. Average men and women
are swayed by such displays. The dis
play may be in the form of actions or
words of the witnesses, or it may be the
eloquent address of counsel. The more
play upon the emotions the less atten
tion is directed to the subject matter of
the litigation. The greater the sym
pathy directed toward the defendant
charged with the commission of a crime,
the less attention is given to the facts
pointing to guilt of the accused.
Laws are made to protect society and,
primarily, to work out to the benefit of
the greatest number. Law is free of
emotion, and the administration of the
law should be free of emotion. The
issues should be clear, and presented
and decided along the paths of reason.
W e know from psychological experi
ment and practice that men and women
are never equal in intellectual attain
ments. They have various degrees of
expression and emotional development.
Women, in the opinion of most trial
lawyers, are more emotional than men.
Women are influenced by emotion more
than by reason. Women jurors do not
profit by discussion of the facts and
generally their first opinions remain un
changed. This fact is very thoroughly
discussed and explained by Professor
Munsterberg in his studies in psycholo
gy. In fact, he was strongly of the
opinion that no one can change the
mind of a woman juror; if her mind is
to be changed, she must change it
herself.
A jury in deliberating becomes sub
ject to a mass consciousness. The in
dividual juror thinks less reliably and
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less impartially than he would by him
self alone. In truth, the real thinking
and reasoning is done by the juror while
the testimony is being given by the wit
nesses. There, if the juror is alert and
open-minded he can weigh the testi
mony and detect some irregularities, un
truths and exaggerations of the wit
nesses; but when the mass consideration
and deliberation begin, each one loses
his individuality and is swayed by the
opinions of others. There begins the
creation of something like a mass
opinion, often a compromise verdict en
tailing the surrender of valuable per
sonal and intuitive concepts of truth re
garding the real facts in the case. And
so the individual is merged with the
mass and thereby loses his independent
power of judging and is influenced by
suggestibility, feeling, and pressure from
others—which may sway toward error.
The need for jury reform is more ap
parent as life becomes complex. The
arguments are plainer today than they
were a generation ago. Enlightenment
on the reform question becomes stronger
as we examine and discuss the meta
physical factors involved and give deep
thought to the emotional and reasoning
elements involved in the conduct of
V

trials. Social security would be better
served with a smaller jury. The jury
could be constituted so as to include
three, and not more than five, capable
persons. Men of mature age and ex
perience; individuals with a knowledge
of and trained in psychology; men
trained intelligently to give proper
weight and credit to facts presented.
Better service would be had from those
who do not give w ay to emotions. The
expert jury should be free from political
and other contacts that might tend to
sway the individual. Experts should
have permanent employment and be
paid an adequate compensation for their
services, and be free and independent
to render an impartial decision in every
case presented. A permanent panel of
expert jurymen could be available at
every term of court so that individuals
concerned in litigation might have some
choice of the experts to hear the facts.
The personnel of individual expert juries
could be changed around so that per
sonal considerations among jurors could
be eliminated. Expert jurors would
better serve the ends of justice and
bring the truth to light in the conduct of
trials, and would be superior in value
and result to the jury as it is presently
constituted.
V
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Growth
By

S o r o r E d it h S t u r g e o n

T THIS time of
year we begin to
think of our gar
dens once again,
and to w o n d e r:
why does a garden
seem to us one of
the most wonder
ful things in the
world? Pe r h a ps
b e c a u s e of its
p o we r to gr ow.
W e still marvel
.
.
that cells have the
Kosicructan p0wer
multiply, thus forming more
Digest
cells, a process which we cannot yet
A p ril
fully explain. Scientists can tell us how
1941
food is taken into our bodies, and what

goes on in the process of digestion, but
they cannot explain how, when that
food is digested, it becomes living tissue.
Perhaps it is a bit of that Divine
power within our beings, imparting the
breath of life to inanimate things, giv
ing them life, giving them spirit—like
unto that spirit of life which is breathed
into our bodies at birth, giving us that
essence which is a characteristic of all
living things. So parents marvel at the
development of their children. So we
marvel at a garden and to us it is one
of the most wonderful things in the
world because it manifests this simplest,
but most awe-inspiring of all God’s
laws, the marvel of creation, birth and
growth.
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The "Cathedral of the Soul” is a Cosmic meeting place for all minds of the
most highly developed and spiritually advanced members and workers of the
Rosicrucian Fraternity. It is a focal point of Cosmic radiations and thought
waves from which radiate vibrations of health, peace, happiness, and inner
awakening. Various periods of the day are set aside when many thousands
of minds are attuned with the Cathedral of the Soul, and others attuning with
the Cathedral at the time will receive the benefit of the vibrations. Those who
are not members of the organization may share in the unusual benefits as well
as those who are members. The book called “Liber 777” describes the periods
for various contacts with the Cathedral. Copies will be sent to persons who
are not members if they address their requests for this book to Friar S. P. C.,
care of AMORC Temple, San Jose. California, enclosing three cents in postage
stamps. (P lea se sta te w h eth er m em b er o r n ot—this is im portant.)

REDEDICATION
OR centuries the
Rosicrucians have
looked upon the
period of the ver
nal equinox as the
be gi nni ng of a
new year. This
has also been ob
served by many
others —■ in fact,
some r e l i g i o u s
tenets have been
established upon
this principle and
many races of men in various parts of
the world have celebrated the new year
as beginning in March. Regardless of
whether you wish to look upon this time
of our calendar year as the beginning
of a new period or not, it remains a fact
that nature responds at this season in a

w ay which shows a rebirth or a begin
ning of life. In other words, whether
or not man recognizes this period,
through his means of measuring time,
as the actual beginning of a new era,
it is nevertheless a time of change, a
time of birth and new beginnings.
Since very ancient times man has rec
ognized the movement of the celestial
bodies, through various signs of the
Zodiac, as a means of measuring time.
As a result of study and observation of
the relationship of the sun, the moon
and the earth to each other, the one
which appeared to be the slowest mov
ing—that is, the Sun—was selected as
the primary indicator of time. For cen
turies, therefore, time has been reckoned
in terms of the sun’s eternal movement
through the Zodiac.
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According to our present calendar,
on or about March twenty-first of each
year the sun enters what is known as
the first of the signs of the Zodiac, that
of Aries, which signals the beginning
of a new cycle, of a new period of time.
Just as the sun, which is an indicator
of this period, is seemingly invigorated
anew to herald the coming of spring,
so is all life influenced by this revived
force which accompanies a new begin
ning.
Objectively, man has felt the neces
sity of measuring time. He has used
these physical heavenly bodies which
nature has provided as a standard of
measurement of the duration of his con
sciousness. W e say his consciousness,
because of the fact that the real student,
the investigator of the phenomena of
life, finds that time is merely an illusion
or interpretation limited to the objective
senses. He knows that this measure
ment is merely one of a transient na
ture, because it will only serve him while
objectively aware of his existence.
The writer of the Apocalypse places
in the mouth of one of the characters of
this great drama, “And time shall be
no more,” which is merely a way of
indicating that in the infinite nature of
things, in this incessant progression and
repetition of cycles, there will come an
eventual condition or state when time
will no longer exist in any sense, or, to
further interpret this statement, when
man as he objectively exists no long
will be. W hen time shall be no more,
it will be when man has advanced be
yond the possibility and capability of
conceiving time. Time will not, and
cannot, exist for man when this state
or condition is reached. It will be as
inconceivable then for men to compre
hend time as it is inconceivable now for
us to comprehend that there can be no
time. It will be when man has so
evolved that no longer must he, through
the objective limitations of his being,
create and set a standard of measure
ment for his existence.
Time exists only in the thinking and
functioning of man’s brain, and possibly
The
one of the ultimate things prescribed by
Rosicrucian the Creator is that man should arrive
Digest
at the point where he no longer meas
April
ures anything with his objective con
sciousness; where time is no more; where
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the soul, through unnumbered experi
ences, has advanced to a degree of de
velopment where its composite person
ality will make it at-one with its original
Creator; where it will exist upon a plane
of understanding and comprehension so
far in advance of our ability to compre
hend today that we can only stand in
awe of the possibility to which we can
aspire, and in a small way prepare our
selves.
It is fitting at this time of year that
we should not only consider these un
limited possibilities, which in terms of
our objective realization lie in the future,
but that we should from time to time
set aside periods which in a sense will
be periods of rededication of ourselves
to a better understanding of our place
in the Universe and to fitting ourselves
in with the changes of the season as
evidenced in nature. Having recognized
the possibilities of achievement, having
caught a glimpse of the possibility of
what eventual understanding may hold,
let us set ourselves facing these possi
bilities and with every available bit of
strength and understanding which we
can acquire and make use of, we will
determine to advance to a greater and
more complete understanding and state
of development than before attempted.
In the cycle before us we therefore re
dedicate ourselves to aspire to further
wisdom and experience; we determine
to make full use of all the period that
lies before us. W e need not set our
goal in terms of material gains or ac
complishments, for these will perish in
view of greater ideals, but rather set
our advancement toward an immaterial
concept of complete understanding, of
complete knowledge, and of complete
attunement with the forces from which
we came and of which we are.
Man benefits by departing from other
men. from the necessities of his imme
diate environment, and in isolation at
tuning himself with those forces of
which he is a part. From such a source
does man derive strength, health and
happiness to carry him on. W e ask you
to join with those who have found in
the Cathedral of the Soul such a place
and opportunity. The booklet, "Liber
777”, explains the Cathedral's purposes
and procedures, and you may have a
copy upon request.
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Money and Common Sense
By

F rater

S. L. L evell

S S A T IS FAC
TION with exist
ing conditions is
the universal com
plaint, and the de
si re to i mpr ove
these conditions is
the driving force
which keeps hu
ma ni t y mil l ing
about in restless
agitation, a l w a y s
seeking that which
will gratify their
To direct and concentrate all this
human energy, man has invented a
curious agglomeration of medals and
certificates and called it money.
The original inventor had a brilliant
idea which he, no doubt, believed would
immediately solve all the complexities
of social intercourse and lead humanity
directly to the realization of that one
condition which all so ardently desired;
namely, that mental tranquility and en
during sense of security which we col
lect under the single term —happiness.
How chagrined he must now be, if his
soul is aware of the fact that his bene
ficence has distracted humanity from the
real location of its objective and sent it
scurrying in the diametrically opposite
direction.
“Money is an article which may be
used as a universal passport to every
where except Heaven, and as a uni
versal provider of everything except
happiness."*
•Wall Streel Journal.

No one will deny the truth of the
foregoing statement, but nearly every
one will ignore the truth of it. The big
problem is. how can humanity again be
diverted from the senseless pursuit
which is leading it ever farther from
the objective which it seeks?
A father will work, sacrifice and save,
grimly determined to acquire funds to
put his son through college. For what?
For the purpose of equipping his son
with mental qualities to give him an
extra advantage in the competitive
struggle for money. He sincerely de
sires his son to attain happiness, yet
he trains him for a life of competitive
strife, knowing full well that competi
tion is conflict; conflict is discordance;
discordance is unhappiness. Exactly
opposite to what he desired! Isn't that
a strange process for intelligent humans
to follow?
A ll about us we see people who have
been vanquished in this struggle for
money, their carriage stooped and de
jected, their features twisted and dis
torted with pain and misery, and the
victors are made miserable and unhappy
by the spectacle. Think of it! People
suffering misery and unhappiness by a
condition which they, themselves create.
Humanity possessed of the priceless
propensity of intelligence, filtering all
that valuable energy away in such an
unspeakably non-intelligent manner!
New members are attracted to our
Order by the glowing promise that the
teachings will develop their dormant
creative powers, with which they may
(Concluded on Page 104)
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Love-----The Creative Power
By

F lo ren ce C la r k e , F.

F T E R being
brought up in an
o r t h o d o x Chris
tian church,
founded on the
teachings of the
Bible — af t er
studying n u m e r 
ous books on psy
chology, philoso
phy, modern meta
physical teachings
of many schools,
and ancient occult
wisdom, as well as our own Rosicrucian
teachings, I find one simple truth among
them all. It seems that if we attempt
to sift all the teachings, we can recog
nize one fundamental principle that
underlies them, by which our lives must
be governed—one rock of basic truth
on which the whole structure rises. This
is expressed, as the summing up of His
teachings, by Jesus, in the words:
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all they heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all
thy strength: this is the first command
ment. And the second is like unto it
. . . thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. There is none other command
ment greater than these.”
And it is expressed by St. Paul, in
the naming of many qualities which
were as nothing if a man had not love
The
his heart, expressing in his life.
Rosicrucian in But
if we coordinate the principles of
Digest
all these teachings which have come to
April
us from man’s speculations, "revela
tions” and reasoning through the ages.
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can we yet prove them, as the world
says, "scientifically”? Can we recon
cile them with the findings of physical
science, to the satisfaction of those who
still believe they can be only speculative,
or to be received "on faith"? Yes—for
today Science itself has reached higher
through the known to knock at the door
of the unknown, and stands with bowed
head before First Cause, where all its
instruments of exploration fail, and is
beginning to realize that though man
made machines may never open a fur
ther door, the key lies, as it always has,
in the heart of man.
In our Rosicrucian Digest we have
had many fine and learned articles
showing the goal at which scientific in
vestigation has arrived in splitting atoms
which compose matter into what are
apparently their ultimate particles—the
protons and electrons. There we see
energy in its apparent beginning of vis
ible manifestation, bringing about, ac
cording to its law of polarity acting in
the positive and negative principles, at
traction and cohesion, repulsion and dis
integration— from which forces carried
on to the Nth power, come all the en
ergies of Nature. And according to the
exposition of the metaphysicians, we be
lieve this creative energy to be a "binary
force” having its source in Cosmic Mind
and being under the control of thought.
As the nature of the Source of AH, we
Rosicrucians have a trinity of qualities
expressed as Love, Light and Life. It
will be noted that I have placed Love
first, for it is of this Love nature that
I am writing. Life, we humans have.
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which enables us to function as indi
vidual centers of energy—Light we
have, in visible manifestation in our
world as the power from the sun which
produces the positive vital force of all
being, and in our minds as the wisdom
and truth of the Cosmic for which we
seek—but Love conceived us, brings us
into being as expressions of its own
life, sustains and nourishes us. and
urges us to attain the heights of per
fection set for us in the Great Plan.
For Love is manifest in microcosm and
macrocosm as the cohesive power, the
creative power acting through all as the
force of attraction, or desire for unity,
from the attraction of the electron to
the proton, to the longing of the soul of
man for union with the Soul of God.
Neither the knowledge of this power
of attraction holding together the atoms
of matter, nor the same force magnified
to infinite degrees as the pure love in
the heart of man drawing him to his
Creator, is a new discovery—but it
seems only quite recently that science,
philosophy and religion have been able
to meet at one common point of ac
knowledging. to some degree, the same
one power underlying all manifestation
or creation, and though the countless
religions and schools of theosophic
teachings of the ages have agreed on
the power of love and the necessity for
its expression in human life, even yet
it seems necessary to emphasize to the
world the evident fact that it is the co
ordinating thought in them all. Today,
as a culmination of the wrong practices
of man through the ages of earthly life,
conditions have combined in one great
whirlpool of action from which the cen
tral truth of life must emerge with re
newed clearness and emphasis as the
need for Love as the governing and con
trolling force in human life.
W e have been shown that it is this
creative force of attracting vibrations
that draws all things, visible and in
visible, into one great scale of harmony
in which each has its place, or note. The
force, acting through the attracting na
ture of the positive and negative par
ticles, is creative in that through co
hesion it causes aggregations of par
ticles, and it is the harmonizing force
of the Cosmos in that it draws together
the aggregations into harmonious rela

tion to each other, producing balance
and peace between the opposing vibra
tions, and establishing unity among the
diverse manifestations. W h at is this but
the law of affinities, progressing from
the simple desire for balance and unity
in the lowest cell, to the highest love
known in the realm of manifestation,
the longing in the soul in man for the
Universal Soul that will absorb it in
perfect balance and peace? The re
printed article on Love by Dr. Lewis, in
the November, 1940, Rosicrucian D i
gest, gives a beautiful explanation and
exposition of Love, as raising man up
ward in his desire to attain ever higher
ideals of good, to ultimate satisfaction
in union with the Supreme Good, God.
Up through the scale, then, we see
this Power at work, fulfilling its law in
all expressions of Nature. As in the
visible, so is it in the invisible realm.
The electrical field around a magnet
draws to it particles of like nature, of
opposite polarity. So the magnetic field
around each cell draws to it elements of
like nature, according to their polarity.
Above the physical plane, the mental
magnets of higher vibrations are also at
work, drawing together those of like
nature, in harmonious rhythm, and
above the mental, the spiritual longings
of the soul rise to a higher vibration,
drawing to it what it needs of susten
ance. Thus is the magnetic Reid of the
three parts of man’s nature radiating an
aura of force, drawing to it things in
affinity to it. And the higher we ascend
in the scale of vibratory energy, the
greater the power and the more imme
diate the response.
So does the Law of Love work—as
we say, "automatically”—or electrically.
W e say that God manifests through
Mind. Intelligence—that He creates by
the W ord , or power of thought—and
that His Nature is Love. Indeed, we
learn that mind, thought, does direct the
creative energy—and is not Love the
highest expression of thought—the per
fect idea, or ideal, of harmony and
beauty in the Divine Mind? Love, then,
is thought in perfect expression and its
law is established in perfect harmonious
manifestation in the Cosmos. So Love
becomes the highest key to right action,
creative expression—’and only by giving
it the greatest play possible in our minds
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and lives can we rise higher in the scale
of vibrations, to the point where it con
trols our lives with dynamic electrical
power. It is the great tuning key of
Life, tightening gently the strings of the
heart until they yield to its pressure and
the whole being is raised to vibrate to
the high clear tones of Spirit. Rising
higher in the scale of aspirations, we
attune with higher vibrations of the
Cosmic Mind and raise the vibrations
of our magnetic field. Thus our aura
becomes more powerful, radiates our
thought more dynamically and attracts
response more swiftly. Then is our good
—the expression of God in our lives—
brought to us in fuller measure, so long
as we permit it to flow through us into
the lives of others. But then it is that
we must watch ourselves more closely
than ever before, for woe betide us if
we use this mighty power wrongfully!
Each thought carries the creative cur
rent, and we are in control of the
switchboard. There must be no short
circuits—mo blown fuses! The energy
flows from the Divine Dynamo, and it
must flow through an open wire.
Since Love within the soul of man
urges to the attainment of the ideal of
Beauty which is the ultimate Harmony
of the Infinite, so man, in seeking his
ideals, dreads most his separation from
his good and begets fear, the negative,
disintegrating thought. W hen he comes
to realize that the ideal of Good is at
tainable by positive thought through the
attracting power of Love, he learns how
"Perfect Love casteth out Fear,” and
V

moves on to his goal of union with All
Good.
It is, therefore, for us to live accord
ing to the law of this great force. And
in seeking right expression, we must
follow the rules of Love, to draw our
selves into the great harmony of crea
tion. Love is the out-giving in every
phase of right thinking. Paul and St.
John gave us beautiful expressions of
this, and we can do no better than to
"think on these things.” So will all
men be brought into the fellowship of
good will, true brotherhood, unity
among themselves, establishing the
Kingdom of Heaven on Earth—and so
will they, becoming "pure in heart.” be
brought higher into the magnetic field
of Spirit, where they may "see God"'—
in all. and within themselves—and into
that luminous realm where they can hear
Him speak within their hearts—becom
ing themselves illuminated instruments
to give light in the world and bring man
kind into unity, producing ultimately a
transcendent symphony of tone and
color, the perfected creation of Cosmos.
There, we may seem to hear the Loving
Father say,—
Oh, that great souls shall pour out the joy of
M y love in harmony!
Peans of praise to the Most High—
Swellings of sweet sounds to rise through the
reaches of the universe.
In that day when all men are one with Me,
A tide of harmony shall swell through the
resounding spaces
And man shall be uplifted into the everlasting
joys of the Kingdom.
—Justifies.

V
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MONEY AND COMMON SENSE
(Continued from Page 101)

The
•
.
Digest
A p ril
1941
d

then attain whatever they desire. In
my own case I thought I desired the
ability to obtain as much money as I
required for perfect security, and other
material possessions valued also in
terms of money, but it didn’t take long
for me to realize that this institution, or
* no other, could develop such abilities
in me A t that point I might have desisted, as I am sure many members do,
but such an act would have been fatal

to my designs. By holding on and
giving my consciousness time to evolve,
I have come to the startling realization
that it is not the purpose of the teach
ings to train people to engage success
fully in competitive strife, but to teach
them how to attain that ineffable har
mony which is happiness. W hen we
have that we have everything we desire
and the promise is fulfilled.
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Metaphysics and the Individual
By

C e c il

A.

P o o le,

T IS somewhat a
mazing t o d a y to
become a w a r e of
the number of or
ganizations which
claim to be meta
physical in nature,
and which further
more claim to have
adherents or fol
l o w e r s . a l l of
w h o m in t u r n
claim to be study
ing metaphysi cs.
It is no reflection upon a conscientious
student who is following the path which
he feels is most suitable to his purposes,
to state that the average individual
claiming to study the subject has no
idea of what really constitutes the field
of metaphysics. On the other hand,
many who have actually delved deeply
into various interpretations of meta
physical subjects have no idea of what
practical applications they may have.
The question facing us today is not
so much what constitutes metaphysics,
or what may be the method of one in
dividual or group of presenting a system
of metaphysics, but rather, what can
metaphysics do for the individual? This
question is asked sincerely, and it is
asked in many cases as a challenge. It
resolves down to the point of what
value, if any, does the study of meta
physical principles offer in the changing
world of today. W hile it is true that
man can select his environment within
certain limitations, it is also true that
man finds his environment modified by

Supreme Secretary
factors over which he has no control.
Therefore, it is not surprising that some
individuals not prepared to face an ex
ternally modified environment refuse to
acknowledge any purpose existent any
where. The conditions which exist on
the outside are viewed from their own
point of view, thereby making them
selves the center from which to observe
the parade of life.
It should be acknowledged and under
stood by any sincere student of any
type of philosophy that may contribute
to his or her well-being and the well
being of others, that no man-made sci
ence or school of thought exists that will
modify all environmental factors. It is
true that man has certain abilities by
which he can fit himself into his en
vironment, but one individual cannot
change the political, economic, social
and religious concepts which go to make
up what we refer to very generally as
present world conditions.
It has often been said that man must
learn, as a sacred obligation of his life,
how he may best fit into his environment
and contribute to its improvemnt and to
the benefit of his fellow men, instead of
fighting against it or expecting un
usual changes. A practical metaphysics
should be one which helps man under
stand causes that are not immediately
apparent to him, and helps him become
familiar with the laws or active princi
ples underlying these causes, so that he
may direct his life and work in harmony
with these laws.
This is not an attempt to present a
detailed analysis of the subject of meta-
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physics as a whole, but is only meant to
be a very limited consideration of the
subject from an elementary standpoint.
The person who seeks help from a sub
ject today, and who does not have the
time or inclination to master it thor
oughly, does not want to be confronted
by wordy explanations and terminology
that might only add to his confusion.
The practical man or woman of today
wants specific directions as to what can
be considered in the particular field that
would prove practical and usable. Those
who have devoted their lives to the
study of metaphysics and have master
ed it are already in a position to pick
out those parts of the subject matter
that are applicable to their particular
needs, and need no interpretation or
system of application. In the most ele
mentary sense we might define meta
physics as a study of that which does
not appear to our senses, or as an at
tempt to reach truth in an absolute
sense, or, as already pointed out, as an
attempt to understand the first and
underlying cause of all things. On the
basis of this definition we see that meta
physics, as implied in the word itself, is
the opposite of those sciences which
concern themselves mainly with mater
ial things, or with those things which
make an impression on our physical
senses.
W hen we leave the field of the mater
ial, when we proceed beyond the limita
tions of those factors which impress our
physical senses, we immediately venture
into a field where one person’s explana
tion might be considered as good as an
other’s, unless by the illustration of the
life of the individual giving the explana
tion there can be demonstrated the value
of what he claims to be the truth. Meta
physics should direct us toward a proper
consideration of those things in our life
for which there is no apparent explana
tion. It is remarkable how in a complex
civilization such as we live in the largest
part of our existence goes along day
after day comparatively without difficul
ties. W hen we do have difficulties they
are accented in our minds and, by our
The
Rosicrucian own objective thinking, their existence
is made to predominate in our outlook,
Digest
attitudes and actions. W e seldom stop
A pril
to analyze the things that take place
that do not cause us difficulty, pain.
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worry or suffering. Hundreds of things
occur in our daily lives regularly with
out difficulty. They are accepted by us
as a matter of fact. But there is another
world that is also related to the individ
ual existence of each human being, a
world which proceeds smoothly, supply
ing, as it were, the motive power for all
things which we accept or which we re
ject in our daily living. This is the
world outside the material — the world
which we approach on the basis of
metaphysical speculation.
Metaphysics, then, can in one way be
made practical in the life of each of us
if it will contribute toward the solution
of those phases of our everyday exist
ence which cause us difficulty. W ill
metaphysics explain why one individual
is better equipped than another to meet
the stress of life? If it does we will im
mediately see the possibility of the solu
tion of many questions arising in our
minds as to why someone whom we ob
jectively judge to be no better than we
are is earning a larger salary, has a
better home, is apparently more con
tented and happy. Metaphysics can as
sist in explaining such things because it
concerns itself, not with the material
things which we may gain or fail to
gain, but with our place in the Universe
and our relationship to the Universe as
a whole. Therefore, we find that what
we have or do not have may be based
entirely upon a consideration of the
factor of whether or not we have earned
that which we feel might contribute to
our welfare, or it may be based upon
the consideration of what is eventually
good for us.
W e cannot judge whether it would
be to the advantage of any individual to
have certain material things which he
does not now possess: this must be de
termined through experience. Most of
us, being normal human beings, would
be perfectly willing to take the chance
of experimenting, for example, with
whether or not a million dollars would
be of use to us in bringing us happiness
and a fuller life. But from the stand
point of a non-material world, from the
standpoint of what may be our ultimate
destiny in this scheme of things, possibly
a million dollars is one thing which we
should not have, and which in all prob
ability most of us will not have. How
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ever, this illustrates the fact that meta
physical interpretations must lie beyond
the field of objective experimentation.
W e must go further. How can we do
that? Perhaps this is a question which
must be answered by each individual.
This latter remark may bring the re
sponse that these comments are like
many others in the consideration of
metaphysics — they leave everything,
ultimately, up to the individual and offer
little of really practical value. It may or
may not be regrettable that this is true
to a certain extent; but it should be
realized that this will no longer be true
when all men, over a period of time —
possibly many generations — arrive at
the point where t h e y a c k n o w l e d g e ,
through actual use, the duality of their
existence and put an equal emphasis
upon the immaterial world of which they
are as much a part as the purely material
world in which we live today.
In considering our daily life, we all
learn quite young that many of the
things which occur to us can be classi
fied under the heading of unpleasant
duties—things that have to be done but
which we would rather not do for one
reason or another. Most such duties are
classified as unpleasant because we can
not see where they definitely contribute
to our happiness. In other words, hap
piness seems to come, to a certain ex
tent, after unpleasant duties are either
put aside and forgotten or accomplished
and thereby put out of the way. Happi
ness seems to be an ideal state toward
which we all aspire. One reason why
many people do not attain it is that they
confuse a material goal with happiness
itself, believing that the mere acquisition
of certain material things will mean
happiness. One practical application of
metaphysics would be a complete reali
zation and concept that happiness exists
entirely in the abstract, that its direct
relationship with any material thing is an
illusion. W e are not happy because we
possess certain material objects, but be
cause of a state of mind or existing con
dition that we have permitted those ob
jects to bring to our consciousness.
Therefore, the closer one comes to a
state of happiness the less emphasis is
proportionately placed upon the consid
eration given the material symbols or
indications of happiness.

According to the philosopher Kant,
one purpose of metaphysics is to har
monize unpleasant duty with happiness.
In other words, in order to adjust our
thinking to the fact that happiness and
unpleasant duty must exist side by side,
metaphysics shoul d gi ve to man a
knowledge that will make these two
things unified in his consciousness. Kant
does not offer a solution for the com
plete accomplishing of this harmonizing
in the span of physical existence, but
suggests that the very fact that an ulti
mate harmony between unpleasant duty
and happiness is essential is an indica
tion in itself of the existence of the soul
beyond this life, and a proof of immor
tality. This closely approaches the field
of religion. In some minds religion and
metaphysics are synonymous, but they
are not necessarily so. Metaphysics can
interpret religion; religion can offer a
rational basis for a consideration of
metaphysics. They can go hand in hand,
but still in regard to certain principles
be somewhat different.
In a general sense religion is founded
upon a creed or doctrine which consti
tutes man’s interpretation of things
founded on faith rather than objective
perception. It is usually based upon a
belief in the existence of a personal God
as the first cause and point of absolute
truth and wisdom. Metaphysics, on the
other hand, leaves to the individual the
selection of his religious convictions and
beliefs, and attempts to point out in a
more general way the fact that a first
cause exists beyond matter, but it does
not always lie within the field of meta
physics to define the final point of all
purpose, wisdom and knowledge. To a
certain extent metaphysics might be con
sidered to be to the soul what the physi
cal sciences are to the body. The
physical sciences not only explain the
composition, action, limitations and pos
sibilities of the body, but tell us how to
place the body in proper relationship to
other physical things for its benefit. So
metaphysics should define the composi
tion of the immaterial body—that is, the
soul or psychic being — explain its en
vironment and place us in harmony with
it so that these two forces residing with
in us side by side may work together
for our advancement.
Possibly one reason why metaphysics
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is not considered in direct relation with
our daily life as much as it should be is
that the average individual fails to as
sign true value to those factors which lie
at least partly within the field of meta
physical interpretation. It would appear
that the fault has been man’s failure to
recognize an immaterial world which
affects him as much as does the material
world. This is true, but there are also
immaterial factors to which man has
assigned almost material actuality in his
experiencing of their limitations. One
of these is time. Man has confused time
with the clock. The clock—a material,
man-made measurement of what he calls
time — has come to dominate man’s
reasoning to the point where he is di
rected away from what might otherwise
be of value to him. Much is judged-—or
I might better say misjudged—in terms
of time today. However, just as any
lover of music cannot help but be im
pressed by the melody of a musical com
position that is agreeable to him, re
gardless of how long that melody may
last, so it is true that if we are to live
fully and completely it is the quality of
every moment of life that should be con
sidered and not its extension in time.
Beauty, whether in music, in art, in na
ture or in whatever form it may be
manifested, is judged by our senses in
terms of quality rather than time. Qual
ity is to be found without the limitations
of time, and yet much of our life is di
rected toward limiting ourselves rather
than discovering the quality that may
actually exist.

Quality is an attribute of a thing
without which it would cease to exist.
It adds that factor to anything of which
we can conceive that gives it value.
Time alone would produce a dreary, un
interesting world, but quality adds the
very thing which we can appreciate in
terms of value. If we begin to consider
every action, every motive in our think
ing, in terms of the quality rather than
the quantity, we will be applying to our
lives a practical system of metaphysics.
W e will be considering something that
lies back of our objective senses. W e
will have brought to our realization the
fact that true values lie within the
understanding of that which is inherent
in all things, whether they be material
or not.
Speculation beyond the world of ex
perience lies in the field of metaphysics.
It is difficult for us to conceive the qual
ity of beauty without something material
in our minds to which to assign that
beauty. It is difficult for us to conceive
of love without an object upon which to
lavish that love. It is difficult for us to
conceive of truth as an entity in itself
and not as something which in its oppo
site form would be false. But contem
plation of the absolute truth, of love
without objects, of quality out of rela
tion to time, will bring us closer to the
original cause — or God. if you prefer
that term — which causes us to exist,
which established the laws by which we
live, and with which we must continue
to work if we are to advance. This is
one practical use of metaphysics.
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The announcement in last month’s issue of "The Rosicrucian Digest" that an American
publisher had issued a new edition of a book containing prophecies of Nostradamus has
brought many inquiries. To elaborate upon this book, the publisher says:
"W hat does Nostradamus have to say about our own times? This French seer of the
sixteenth century cannot be lightly dismissed as a quack and imposter, for he was far
too learned to jeopardize his professional standing by the publication of a foolish book.
He predicted the fire of London, the French Revolution, the rise of Napoleon, and other
remarkable events and personages with uncanny accuracy. It requires no stretch of the
imagination to read into his prophecies an equally accurate description of the W orld W ar,
the League of Nations, the rise of the dictatorships, and the recent downfall of France.
One prophecy, often repeated, is that some great French leader is to arise in this century
to lead his people to victory.
"The reader is invited to supply his own interpretation of these oracles, and regardless
of any personal opinion as to the truth or falsity of any statement made by Nostradamus
the book makes fascinating reading from beginning to end and may be read with equal
enjoyment by skeptic and believer alike."
Order your copy of this interesting book today from the Rosicrucian Supply Bureau,
San Jose, California, at the publisher's economical price of two dollars postpaid.
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That Mission In Life
By

B e n e f ic e n t ia

N A recent article
by the Imperator
( t h e Rosicrucian
Digest), there oc
curs this phrase:
. . that all of
t hese t hi ngs be
used for a mis
sion, for an end
for which we are
individually c r e 
ated."
Immediately be
fore reading this
I had been thinking deeply on that very
subject. It might be a fruitful one for
the meditations of many people.
Anyone of any considerable experi
ence of life in this world must realize
how extraordinarily few persons there
are who. at any age, have ever sat
down and seriously reflected on this
point. Yet. in the matter of man’s hap
piness, it is a crucial one.
One might go so far as to say that
the only individuals who are truly happy
(and I don't mean just fortunate in
worldly matters—that does not consti
tute happiness) are those who from an
early age have recognized this great
but simple truth. Every being has a
definite task to accomplish. Man is an
animal. Yes, very much so in very
many cases, but he is also an animal
with a soul. A ll disequilibrium means
lack of harmony, so that if the psychic
needs of man are ignored man is miser
able. Most of us know how miserable
a human being can be—even, or often,
those of many possessions.
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So there it is established. The soul
in Man is not for nothing—to remain
inert, buried in matter.
From the earliest years of dawning
intelligence the child should be helped to
realize this psychic responsibility. He is
preparing for life; it is impressed on him,
quite rightly, that he must respect and
train his physical body. He must also
train his intellect in the early part of his
life, and finally he must study some
particular subject specially to enable him
to do his worldly job.
He may or may not receive some form
of religious training. Quite likely he
will not, and if he does, it may be on
lines so conventional and uninspired as
to be quite useless psychically.
There are some who can rise above
all the disabilities of average education
and training with their one-sidedness
and gross materiality of outlook. These
people, from their early years, have the
inner vision already developed. They
know that every soul in its every incar
nation has its definite mission in life!
I have heard it said, rather bitterly:
“So and so is perfectly happy. He en
joys life and doesn't worry about moral
responsibilities.” W atch So and So to
the end of his earthly existence. He does
not continue “to enjoy life.” Quite the
contrary. Pleasures satiate. The sort of
life he understands palls. If he has
made a god of business and money even
that palls. He can’t take the fortune
with him. and in very many cases there
is the inward, if inarticulate, query:
“W h a t’s it all for?” The man may be
so little evolved that the query is no
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versal today—and in every land on this
tormented planet.
The cause is generally unrecognized
by the sufferer—-he puts his misery
down to anything in the world but the
true one—yet to the student of souls
the malady is plain. That particular
being has not found his mission. Very,
very many go through their earthly lives
<
—perhaps through many incarnations—
still hoping and groping pathetically in
the darkness for the reason of their ex
istence.
But some are more fortunate. To
them it is granted, even late in life, to
see the light at the end of the Path.
There may be few years left to them
in this incarnation—but who has not at
some time seen a glorious sunset at the
close of a cloudy day? Make the most
of the glory before it fades and you
go hence! "Hitch your wagon to a
star”! Think of those wonderful people
who, with the clear, candid eyes of
youth, have seen the Truth so soon.
Envy them a little, perhaps, harmlessly
-—-they who have known directly from
the Cosmic how to recognize their mis
sion in life.

more than a dull pain, a perpetual,
though sometimes forgotten, malaise of
the soul. He is inclined to banish the
thought hastily on the rare occasions
when the Cosmic flash gets through.—
it is too alarming for the man who lives
so entirely in the body and the brain —
which is a purely physical organ.
This type may be the cheerful animal
early in life: if he lives beyond youth
he becomes the cynic, the disgruntled,
the disillusioned—sometimes the vicious.
His later life is not happy—how can
it be?
But there is another type which, be
ing more highly evolved, a more delicate
machine as it were, suffers far more than
the predominantly animal man. This
type — slightly more advanced in his
psychic body—senses dimly that he is
not doing on this earth what he was
created to do. He tries this mode of
life and that and then another. Perhaps
he vaguely "tries religion," but unless
the channels from the psychic to the
physical bodies are clear and open, he
is no nearer Peace. This dreadful sense
of frustration of the object of the indi
vidual life is one of the greatest sources
of human unhappiness. It is almost uni
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HAT do we under
s t a n d b y t he
phr as e "Di v i ne
Discontent"? Is it
a state of mind
brought about by
environment a n d
circumstances, or
is it an inborn
something whi ch
refuses to allow us
to enjoy what we
know as content
ment?
If we strive after conditions which we
believe will bring us contentment, if we
aspire to states of consciousness that
WJjj
us peace, always do we find
that w hen those conditions and states
are reached, their effects upon us do not
correspond to our preconceptions. The

R ic h a r d s o n

goal seems always just a little way
ahead, just out of our reach, and we
continue to strive.
The appendage "Divine” has been
applied by the general public in a face
tious sense, not realizing that it is truly
a Divine condition that causes such a
state within the human mind and spirit.
Its genesis is found in the positive pol
arity of spirit energy ever-seeking its
opposite, ever striving to manifest ac
cording to the law of the triangle. It
is the divine process by which all forms
of manifestations evolve.
So then does the soul, the positive
aspect of man, seek the body, that is
the negative, at birth, and man mani
fests as a living soul through conscious
ness: and the soul—ever seeking that
from which it comes—ascends the ever
widening spiral towards perfection.
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M ans Birthright
By

Frater R

obert

HE R I G H T to
achieve is an un
deniable right. It
is a gift of God.
In fact, it is the
gift of God. To
build a home, a
business, a reputa
tion or a fortune
is as natural as to
live. All these in
centives are good
and man’s right to
such accomplish
ment cannot and must not be denied,
for such denial insures chaos. Many
times this gift is wrongly used; but to
say that the one who does wrongly use
it is an enemy of society, and for this
reason should be separated from so
ciety, does not in anywise remove the
cause.
Each time society as a whole removes
a means of evil, a substitute based on
good must be found, and at the time
of the removal of the evil this substitute
of good must at once be introduced.
W hen we, as society, learn this lesson
thoroughly and insist upon such a pro
gram being strictly adhered to, our dis
appointment at the apparent failure of
our laws will no longer haunt us. W e
must always remember that all laws
society enacts are man-made laws. And
what man makes, man will also break.
It is well at this time to make clear
that when such laws are contrary to
Cosmic law, man breaks them with im
punity so far as God and nature are
concerned.

A . T
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This right of achievement must be
carefully studied; checking method
against method and mapping out a sys
tem by which its application can be
rightfully installed.
In the United States this question of
the right of achievement is facing us
and we must meet it in a sane manner.
W e cannot refuse to face the fact that
in the past the growth of the nation
and its expansion gave a very full and
sufficient expression to the right of
achievement. As the pioneer pushed our
frontier steadily westward, the desire to
achieve and grow kept in step with the
advance. Naught can stem such an ad
vance; for man will suffer hardship, yes.
even death, in his attempt to overcome
the obstacle that bars his path. The
race of man is benefited by such
struggle. His virility is increased, and
rightly so, for by achievement man lives.
Every nation that has gone into oblivion
has started on that path when its man
hood was no longer given the incentive
to overcome, and thereby achieve.
If this be so, and growth and achieve
ment are the law, then man, with his
present knowledge, would be rash in
even attempting to say that any society
of his making has attained to the ideal
organization. Furthermore, for him to
say that we have reached the zenith in
our worship of God is nothing short of
insanity. Perfect justice and honest en
deavor by each for all is the very es
sence of God. Such an ideal, we must
admit, is not in man’s possession, yet
this ideal is worthy of man’s courageous
struggle.

r in i

To such a statement we will gladly
subscribe, and yet we are prone to con
demn and even ostracize those brave
souls who are reaching out to achieve
a better attunement with God. If we
persist in doing thus we are surely cru
cifying Christ afresh, and contributing
to the very doctrines and dogmas that,
in years past, have sent so many valiant
souls to untimely transition by the route
of martyrdom. To be sure we no longer
burn these people at the stake, or toss
them to half-starved lions. No, we use
a cultured method of placing these
people in mental torture to which, per
haps, the former methods would be
more preferable.
W e cannot hope to obtain Sonship
while we deny our fellowmen the right
to seek God in paths that seem strange.
Strange? Yes, simply because these
ways are not according to what has
largely become habit. This drive on the
self-assertive angle has caused us to
think of God only as self-assertive. In
other words, making God the creator of
a moving cause or an everlasting urge.
But, thanks to the pioneers, we are
gradually overcoming such thought, and
are awakening to consider God as the
creator of constructive and perfecting
power. That power which makes for
truth, beauty, righteousness, whole
someness; yes. for love, obedience and
cooperation. That power which makes
for a finer understanding of the progress
of life, and its evolution to higher forms.
To obtain even a fragment of this power
is worthy any man's achievement and
who among men shall attempt to bar
the way?
Mankind has, in past years, thought
of evil as an established fact, and be
cause of this, much research was made
to find of what evil consisted. Today,
our research is turned to a better en
deavor, because we have caught the
gleam of light that proves evil to be
transformable. How? Simply by instil
ling into man the fact that the source of
good, as well as evil, lies within him
self; and that his right of achievement

is to develop the good. W h at is shown
as worthy of achievement becomes at
once the object of attainment. Such at
tainment is translated by awakened men
as duty in its most urgent form. As
man attains, he also attunes with the
natural laws of the universe, and thus
benefits himself by his endeavor to be
of greater service to his fellowmen.
Man has found in science an instru
ment, by the correct use of which he
may transform his civilization. Thus
we see that science does not deny God,
but proves God. For we now are aware
that uncontrolled instincts find issue in
vice and depravity; excessive emotional
ism arouses passion and intolerance, and
triumphant reason tends to beget cold
formalism.
Such qualities do not describe an in
viting social order. No single element
in man's nature dares to be liberated
from restraint. For only by a balanced
release of his energies, can an orderly
society be maintained. W e have but to
look about us to see the dire result of
such uncontrolled liberation of man’s
various elements. On every side we see
suffering, hunger and want. These are
paralleled by massed wealth, over-in
dulgence of the passions, and even con
tempt, not only of fellow-humans, but
of God Himself. Thus we see how dis
astrous is the uncontrolled release of
any one element. The right to achieve
means progress, not to one man, but to
the entire human family.
The arts and the sciences are rapidly
being developed. And to the beautiful
of the arts, and the true of the sciences
must be added the good; and the good
must be determined by men. A rt may
grace our lives, science may serve it, but
man must lead life. And to lead life
into the God-directed channels, man
must select the grace and the service
which gives to him the greatest avenue
of achievement. To gain thus the ideal
life—the right to achieve—the full
knowledge of art, science and morals
must not be denied to any portion of the
human family.
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REFLECTIONS OF A STUDENT OF MYSTICISM

By

S

oror

M
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S THE seeker, in
his quest for en
lightenment, prog
resses alo n g the
Path, his course is
distinguished by
numerous a lt e r a 
tions of thought,
each of which is
representative o f,
and accents a par
ticular phase of,
his personal and
m ental e v o lv e ment. Yet these marked changes of
realization may be so gradual as to pass
unperceived for some time; the aspirant
is still immersed in the transient world
ly philosophy to which he has been ac
customed, still too engrossed to sense
the incoming Cosmic light. But though
the material man does not readily rec
ognize it, the transition of consciousness
is continuous from the point of initiation
onward.
The student who pursues a system
similar to that expounded by the Rosicrucian Order, must, if he would ad
vance, cast aside many of his previous
concepts and delusions. Having access
to the profound principles and superla
tive knowledge of the Order, it is his
duty to apply them diligently, and labor
to change and improve his own nature
and heart. To read and study and ana
lyze out of mere curiosity, and then say
that these things are profitable for this

C

e le st e
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or that other person is nothing but in
congruous vanity; the seeker must first
remedy the inconsistencies in his own
life. How can he assist others to elimi
nate their errors if he is too conceited
to correct his own? The life of one
who would become an adept must be a
luminous example of goodness. He
must overcome the inordinate desire for
a life in which his own interests merit
the first and only consideration, and be
gin to take the interests of all men to
his heart. His ascendency begins from
the moment his mind encompasses the
thought of his oneness with mankind,
and he becomes anxious to enter into a
diverse sphere of action. But the old
convictions must first give place to the
new, the heart and mind must be purged
in order to receive the greater light.
This constitutes one of the initial tests
upon the Path, often insurmountable for
those who still cling to the old order
of thought. They find the old cherished
beliefs sadly wanting in the light of
the newer knowledge, yet reject the
purifying influence of the higher planes.
Sincerity and devotion to his aspira
tion give to the neophyte the needed
humility to achieve his purpose, and as
sure his continued progress. The true
worth of the individual's code, and those
of his principles which are invulnerable
and inviolable, are enhanced by his new
perspective, while the good in his heart
is substantiated by the unfailing wisdom
of the teachings. It is only the lesser
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passions and ambitions that must pass
from him. Rampant individualism and
aggressiveness must cease; and as the
aspirant’s vanity, wilfulness, and other
impediments fall away, those beliefs,
fears, and theories which are not en
trenched in knowledge are forever
spurned, because he has supplemented
his human wisdom with the authority
of Divine Law.
In the same measure that he rises
above his bewilderment finally to be
come master in the conflict between the
forces of good and evil in accordance
to his new power, does the seeker hear
the voice of the inner self, and its im
perative command to do better—to strive
always; and he becomes conscious of
an abiding victory. He understands that
knowledge of Spiritual Law is the result
of the effort which a disciple expends
in the direction of truth. But only when
he resolutely sets himself the arduous
task of accepting the truth without re
serve or doubt, when he becomes by
degrees passive and amenable to being
a channel for the light, does he begin
to reap benefits and be receptive to the
contentment and happiness which are
the inevitable fruits of knowledge.
Yet, the aspiring mystic has not mere
ly the acquaintance with the law, for
that alone would be of little assistance
to him; he must faithfully obey the
inner voice, which he contacts through
meditation. Adhering devotedly to a
system charted for him by one who has
preceded him upon the Path, the neo
phyte contemplates certain enlightening
teachings compiled for the express pur
pose of manifesting the potentialities
of his inner self. W hen, due to his
new understanding, he respects and
lives the precepts of Divine Law, he is
at once efficaciously protected from
harm—“As ye sow, so shall ye reap.”
— and the mystic reaps comfort, pa
tience, and courage, because he is pure
in heart, and "The pure in heart shall
see God.”
Out of the vastness of his experience,
the mystic knows that love is the great
est power, and good the greatest
achievement, and he pities those whose
unfortunate trend of thought bids them
close their eyes upon this truth, those
who shun that which is new or different,
and who do not possess the faith or

endurance to attain a higher ideal.
Those must perforce fall by the w ay
side; they have surrounded themselves
irrevocably with darkness, because they
cannot tolerate the sacrifice attendant
upon the development of the higher
faculties.
A true mystic must carry his cross
through myriad tests and trials, using
his courage and strength for a staff;
and he must suffer, for he attempts the
dethronement of his passions, and the
exaltation of his virtues. As a man
cannot rise above his consciousness or
concept, so the aspiring soul cannot
achieve advancement beyond the meas
ure of his own sincere efforts. He is
shown the W a y , but his own willingness
must cleave his path. He must set him
self a goal of perfection and complete
achievement toward which he must
labor indefatigably.
As his intuition and inner wisdom
evolve, he meets all barriers and temp
tations according to his light, striving
always to achieve the greatest good. It
is at this time that his expansion of
consciousness becomes discernible to
others, and his knowledge becomes an
influence wherever he dwells. From this
moment, his inspiration and spirituality
mark all his works; his unceasing faith
fulness is rewarded, and he finds him
self a happier person than ever before.
Possessing knowledge, he grasps the
one treasure of which he cannot be
divested, for true mysticism is the wis
dom of the centuries, tested and tried
many times; it brings more lasting joy
than the accumulation of worldly power
with its ephemeral rewards and many
temptations.
The mystic may have few possessions
other than his humility and his heart
felt longing to be of service, he may be
unknown in a worldly sense, but in his
secret heart he is happy, secure in the
knowledge that he is a mighty atom,
a force striving for the good, the per
fection, and the redemption of himself
and all whom his benign influence may
occasionally reach. His emotions and
efforts are compatible with the highest
ideal, and his altruism transcends all
other feelings. His incentive is the pure
desire of benefiting others, and his com
pensation is the realization that his life
is well lived and his deeds are well
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done. He knows no regrets, for the
wisdom of his soul dominates his im
pulses, and his actions are for the com
mon good.
As he advances to comprehend the
infinite scheme that is life, the mystic
extends his hand toward all men whom,
in his heart, he considers his brothers.
Knowing all people as creatures of the
One God, bound and obligated by im
mutable spiritual laws, and interdepen
dent upon one another for actual exis
tence, he sees no distinctions; he under
stands that what each human perpe
trates in relation to others reflects again
upon his own life. Hence, the mystic
strives to create harmony wherever he
passes. His Christianity does not allow
his passing judgment upon the failings
of others; he knows that but for the
grace of God he himself might be in
the same crucial situation. To the mys
tic, no man is "good” or "evil,” but
merely different, in accordance to the
limits of his wisdom.
The heart of the mystic is a haven
for those whom he can help. He gives
of his resources unstintingly; of his
wisdom, of his time, of his stores, what
ever may suffice to restore, encourage
and guide his faltering brother, for he
knows that all he is privileged to own
is given to him only for what good he
can do with it. He does not lay aside
his work, or retire from the world, or
forsake the material life, but remains to
do the utmost good in his chosen field
of endeavor, laboring ever with the
zeal and fervor of a greater devotion.
Nothing can quench his ardor or cause
him to hesitate once he has discovered
his mission; misunderstanding and criti
cism trouble him not, for these are feeble
indeed against the convictions of his
heart and the dictum of his conscience.
W hen this elevating selfless love
manifests within his nature, the mystic
has advanced far. He has cleansed his
heart of the dross of personal greed,
and become sentient to the needs of
all humanity, for spiritual evolution is
a process of the heart even more than
of the intellect; and the change of heart
is the downfall of superfluous affecta
tion and the beginning of sincere en
deavor.
The sincere mystic is deeply grieved
to witness the frenzied gropings of per

plexed souls seeking after something in
which to believe, something to which
they may cling in the chaos that is the
world of today. More and more, those
who do not comprehend the infinite jus
tice of the Creator cry out that there
is no God. As a blind man might deny
the sun. so arrogant, misguided human
ity denies the Everlasting God and the
justice and righteousness of all things.
Because such justice is beyond mere
human conception, man fails to recog
nize that it is tempered with mercy.
And the heart of the mystic bleeds.
He would give to erring humanity of
his wisdom; he would point out that
all things evolve toward the ultimate
good of man. A ll experiences, however
cruel and unrelenting, serve to further
the realization by which humanity even
tually shall be redeemed. But because
Cosmic Law is a power beyond human
power, and represents Divine harmony
and perfection, man does not under
stand it. He fails to see that experience
must always precede knowledge, and
that often this experience must be bitter.
Yet, how might one know right from
wrong, if he had never erred? How
could he feel sympathy unless he had
suffered? And how can one who has
not been tempted achieve strength? The
mystic knows that all conditions are
necessary in the scheme of things, that
all is right according to Karma, or the
law of compensation, which prescribes
that man must reap the consequences
of his deed, until by his effort and ap
plication he shall gain the knowledge
which enables him to live right. All
present trial is the result of past trans
gression or lack of wisdom on the part
of each individual, which at some time
tempted him to disregard the law.
Hence, misery is mostly self-made, for
humanity, insufficiently taught, risks
any hazard to attain a selfish end.
But the student of mysticism knows
that he who treads upon the rights of
his brother must be brought to account.
He knows that Cosmic Law does not
accept an attractive countenance or
manner in place of an evolved conscious
ness. Cosmic Law does not condone
hypocrisy or subterfuge. These are null
before the law; it is by his inner motive
that man is finally judged. Only his
interior designs are weighed in the last
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reckoning. Yet, improvident man who
lives in ignorance of Cosmic Law knows
not the sin he commits.
Only as knowledge is disseminated,
can ignorance be dispersed. Man must
acquire a measure of spiritual wisdom
to enable him to determine the best
alternative whenever he faces a choice
of various possibilities. He must possess
an evolved intuitive faculty, and the
power to know when he is doing right,
which means in a mystical sense that
which is good for all those affected and
not only convenient for the individual
performing the deed. All things that
stand must be formulated according to
Divine Law. That which is done in
ignorance will fall, because its founda
tion is nothingness. As darkness can
not exist in the midst of light, and
hatred cannot survive when displaced
by tolerance and love, so ignorance must
be repulsed with wisdom.
Because the mystic understands the
law of cause and effect, he stoops to no
wrong. He considers all crudities un
worthy and beneath his ideal. He
knows that a lesser deed cannot bring
lasting satisfaction; hence he dares no
evil toward anyone, he practices no de
ceit, but sees all men in the same light,
as brothers and equals, possessing the
same inalienable right to happiness.
“Love thy neighbor as thyself, sin
cerely, implicitly, and at all times,”
speaks the voice of the mystic, for he
counts not the cost or sacrifice in his
work of love.

But his utterance passes unheeded in
a world in which greed and lack of
kindness are prevalent. If self-aggran
dizement is the order of the day, where
is he who would consider the welfare
of his brother before his own? W hen
wanton, vicious methods are employed
by the mighty to overwhelm the weak
and the gullible, how can we hope for
harmony and love?
Few and far between are those who
realize that to bring peace, prosperity
and contentment to a suffering human
ity each must contribute all that is best
and greatest at his disposal. But the
voice of the few is lost amidst the wail
ings of those who fail to understand
that love must eventually become the
root of all that is enduring; where
wrong emotions abound, only destruc
tion and unhappiness manifest.
Through the advancement of Cosmic
truth, evil will gradually subside. Fear
will give place to an abiding faith in
the desirability of good. But each man
must seek for himself the attainment of
wisdom. Having opened his eyes, he
will see that such wisdom is at hand,
and has always been available for one
who would seek. Put into practice, it
will ultimately redeem humanity from
its apathy.
Civilization is the sum of the good
and evil in the hearts of men. Only
when the evil has passed away, will
civilization become what mysticism
idealizes. Yet that can happen only
after rancor, disparity and injustice have
vanished from the souls of men.

LIBRARY HOURS
All members will be interested to know that for the remainder of the year 1941 the
Rosicrucian Research Library will be open from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p. m. on holidays,
with the exception of August 2, Thanksgiving and Christmas. Members who have no
other opportunity to avail themselves of the facilities of this Library, may thus plan to
visit the Library on the afternoon of Memorial Day, July 4, Labor Day, or Armistice Day.

The
Rosicrucian
Digest
April
1941

VIEW S OF ROSICRUCIAN PARK
Special photographic views of post card size are available from the Rosicrucian Supply
Bureau, each a view of one of the buildings in Rosicrucian Park, or a part of the Park
itself. These cards are economically priced at five cents each, and are sent postpaid in
groups of six or more. Order a set of six.
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IN VITATION TO RELAXATION
One of the many restful nooks in Rosicrucian Park in which nature and man unite to beckon to the
visitor. Young and old, from near and far. spend happy hours all year round in such inspiring environs.
Many will drop their cares and burdens, to spend a joyful Convention week on these grounds this sum
mer, from July 13 to 19. Visitors are always invited to inspect the artistic buildings and the unique ex
hibits which they contain.

(C o u rtesy o f the R osicrucian D igest.)

HAVE YOU A QUESTION - - or a Problem ?
Jdet

Me

<jieip, y<u<
answer questions that
may definitely affect, your
life for the better or perhaps
solve a personal problem. No.
I am not an oracle or a sage. 1
am the Rosicrucian Forum Arehivist. I have access to thou
sands of experiences of men and
women throughout the world.
The things you want to know
parallel the information con
tained in these timeless, fas
cinating disclosures below. Look
at the numerous subjects listed.
You may have any issue—a n y
T

CAN

U N IT OF FO U R M A JO R A RTICLES

—for the small sum of 25<\ post
paid. If, however, you order
four units, the total cost for the
four will be only $1.00, post
paid. Order by the unit number.
(For Members Only.)
“Cosmic Illumination,’5
“The Cause of Disease,”
“What is ‘Psychic’?”
“Causes of Psychic Inhamiony,”
and thirty other interesting and
instructive articles included.

“Cosmic Consciousness,”
“Transition,”
“Magnetic Water,”
“The Soul Entering the Body,”
and fourteen other interesting
and instructive articles included.

“Contacting Masters,”
“Patriotism,”
“Negative & Positive Treatments,”
“Psychic Photographs,”
and twenty-two other interesting
and instructive articles included.

1.

2.

3.

“Instantaneous Cures,”
“Past Incarnations,”
“Spirituality and Goodness,”
“The Druids,”
and twenty-seven other interesting
and instructive articles included.

“Strange Cosmic Demonstrations,”
“The Effects of Your Aura,”
“Natural Harmonics,”
“Science and Religion,”
and thirty other interesting and
instructive articles included.

“1 he Great Masters and ihc Great
White Lodge,”
“Dieting and Eating.”
“New Facts About Jesus.”
“Man. Environment, and the Sur
vival of the Fittest,”
and twenty-nine other interesting
and instructive articles included.

4.

5.

6.

“Bacon versus Shakespeare.”
“Reincarnation,”
“Talking with Mars,”
“Universal Consciousness,”
and twenty other interesting and
instructive articles included.

‘‘Lost Lemuria,”
“The Soul’s Selection of a Body,”
“Mystical Numbers,”
“Children’s Psychic Playmates,”
and twenty-six other interesting
and instructive articles included.

“Psychic Manifestations,”
“Sleep Walking,”
“Interfering With Karma,”
“Contacting the Cathedral,”
and twenty-two other interesting
and instructive articles included.

7.

8.

9.

The R O S I C R U C I A N SUPPLY BUREAU
ROSICRUCIAN PARK. SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, U. S. A.

THE P U R P O S E S OF

T H E R O S I C R U C I A N ORDER
T h e R o sicru cia n O rd er, e x is tin g in all civilized land s, is a n o n -sectarian
fr a te r n a l body of men and women devoted to the in v estig a tio n , stu d y and
p ra ctica l a p p lica tio n of n atu ral and sp iritu a l law s. T h e purpose o f th e o r
g an izatio n is to en a b le a ll to live in h arm ony w ith th e creativ e, co n stru ctiv e
C osm ic fo rce s fo r the a tta in m e n t o f h ealth , happiness and peace. T h e O rder
is in te rn a tio n a lly known us ‘ 'A M O R C (an a b b re v ia tio n ), and the AMORC
in A m erica and all o th e r lands c o n stitu te s the o n ly form o f R o sicru cian
a c tiv itie s united in one body fo r a re p rese n tatio n in th e in tern a tio n a l fe d 
e ra tio n . T h e AM ORC does not sell its te a ch in g s. I t giv es them freely to
affilia te d m em b ers, to g e th e r w ith m any o th e r b en efits. F o r com p lete in 
fo rm a tio n about th e b en efits and ad v an tag es o f R o sicru cian asso ciatio n ,
w rite a le tte r to th e ad d ress below , and a sk fo r th e free book "T h e Secret
H e r ita g e ." A d d ress S c rib e S. P . C., in c a re o f

M em b er of

■■FUDOSI”
(F e d e ra tio n U niv e rselle des
O rd re s et
S o c ie te s
In itia tlq u e s )

AMORC TEMPLE
Itosicrueian Park , San Jose, California, I'. S. A.
(Cable A d d res s: "AMORCO” )

Supreme Executive for the North and South American Jurisdiction
RAT,PH M. 1, E W IS, F. It. C. — Im pe rator

DIRECTORY
PR IN CIPAL AMERICAN BRANCHES OF THE A. M. O. It. C.
T h e fo llo w in g a re the prin cip al ch a rtered R o sicru cian L o d g e s and C h ap ters in th e U n ited S ta te s, its
te rrito rie s and p o ssessio n s. T h e nam es and ad d resses o f o th e r A m erican B ra n c h e s will be given upon w r it
ten re q u est.

CALIFORNIA
Los Angeles:
H erm es L o d g e. AM ORC T em p le. Mr. M urvin G.
K id d , M aster. R e a d in g room and in q u iry office
open d a ily excep t S u n d a y s: 11 a. m. to 5 p. m.
and 6 to 8 p. m .; S a tu rd a y s, 12 noon to 4 p. m .,
148 No. G ra m e rcy P la c e .

O ak lan d :
O akland E a s t B a y C h ap ter. M r. E a r le W . M atteson, M a ste r: M r. L eo G ren o t, S e c r e ta r y . Con
vocation 1st and 3rd Su n d a y s, 8 p. m. at P y th ia n
C astle, 12th and A lice S tre e ts . In q u ir e r s c a ll:
F R u itv a le 3139-W .

Sac ram e n to :
C lem en t L e B ru n C h ap ter. Mr. G. B. A sh cro ft,
M aster. M eeting s 1st and 3rd F r id a y s at 8:00
p. m .. F rie n d sh ip H a ll, Odd F e llo w 's B u ild in g ,
9th and K S tre e ts.

San D iego:
San D iego C h ap ter. D r. F . P . H o ran , M a ste r:
M rs. O m ar G. Sch m id t, S e c re ta ry . M eetin g s every
T u esd a y at 8 p. m. a t th e H ouse o f H o sp ita lity in
B a lb o a P a rk .

San Fran cisc o :
F r a n c is Baco n L o d g e, 1655 P o lk S t .; M r. A le x 
a n d er D. K n eip , M aster. M y stica l co n v o catio n s
fo r all m em b ers ev ery 2nd and 4th M onday a t 8
i' m. O ffice and rea d in g room open T u esd a y ,
W ed nesday and F r id a y , 7 to 9 p. m.

C hicago (C olored ) C h ap ter No. 10. Mr. R ob ert
A lston . S e cre ta ry .
In q u ir e rs call D iv x el 1852.
M eeting s 1st and 3rd F r id a y s at 8 p. m .t 12 W.
G arfield B lv d .. H all B.

MASSACHUSETTS
B o sto n :
Jo h a n n e s K e lp iu s L o d g e. F e lix G reg orio. M aster.
T em pie and re ad in g room . Su ite 237. 739 B o y lsto n
St. C on vocation s fo r m em bers T h u rsd a y evening
and Su nd ay aftern o o n . M eetin g s open to the
pu blic every Su nd ay evening at 7:30, Sep tem b er
to Ju n e .
M IC H IG A N

D etro it:
T h e b e s C h ap ter No. 336. Mr. C. E . R e id -S e lth .
M aster, 2362 C ou rtlan d Ave., T el. T O . 5-5724: Mr.
A ndrew H eck, S e cre ta ry . M eetings at the D etro it
F e d era tio n o f W o m en 's C lubs. 4811 2nd Ave. every
T u esd ay , 8 :0 0 p. m. In q u ire rs call TO . 5-5724.

MISSOURI
K ansas C ity :
K a n s a s C ity C h ap ter. M rs. C. S. S c o tt, M aster,
3012 W a ln u t; M rs. F r a n c is R . H en rik sen , S e c r e 
ta r y , 219 Sou th Askew S tre e t. M eetin g s every
T u esd ay , 8 :3 0 p. m .. P a rlo rs A and B , H otel C on
tin e n ta l. 11th S t. and B a ltim o re Ave.

St. L ouis:
St. L o u is C h apter. Mr. B e ry l A. M errick , M aster.
R oosev elt H otel. 4903 D elm ar B lvd. M eetin g s first
and th ird T u esd ay o f each m onth. 8 p. m. M rs. O.
W . D u n b ar, S e cre ta ry . T elep h one JE ffe r s o n 1909.

NEW YORK
New York C it y :

COLORADO
Denver:
C h a p ter M aster. D r. A urel G oodw in, 1265 So u th
V ine S t .; S e cre ta ry , M iss G ertru d e A. M c In ty re ,
4537 W . 29th Avenue.

DIST RICT OF COLUMBIA
T h o m a s Je ffe rso n C h ap ter. M r. W illia m R . B r o d 
e ric k , M aster. M eetin g s C o n fed erated M em orial
H all, 1322 V erm on t Ave. N. W .. ev ery F r id a y ev e
n in g. 8 :0 0 p. m. S e c re ta ry , M rs. C a rrie A. R o g e rs.
2121 H S tre e t N. W .

FL ORIDA
Miami:
Mr. O. N ich o las B a u m g a rt, M a ste r. 351 M adeira
A ve.. C oral G a b le s: M iss D o ro th y M ain w arin g,
S e cre ta ry , 2366 N. W . 2nd S tr e e t, M iam i. M eet
in g s ev ery M onday n ig h t, 8 :0 0 p. m ., at B ia ca y n e
Blv d . and N. E . 2nd St.

ILLINOIS
Chicago:
C hicago C h a p te r No. 9. M r. F re d L . Schoepp,
M a ste r; M rs. E v a H. R ea d , S e c r e ta r y . T elep h o n e
R an d o lp h 9848. R e a d in g room open d a ily , 12 to
5 p. m .. and 7 :3 0 to 10 p. m. Su n d ays 2 to 5:30
o n ly . L ak ev ie w B ld g ., 116 S. M ich igan Avenue,
R oom s 408-9-10. L e c tu r e sessio n s fo r A L L m em 
b ers ev ery T u esd a y n ig h t. 8 p. m.
( D i r e c t o r y C o n tin t

New Y o rk C h apter. 250 W . 57th St. Mr. .1. D uane
F reem a n , M a ste r; M rs. N. W . W ay . S e cre ta ry .
M ystical con v ocation s each W ed n esd ay ev en in g at
8 :0 0 p. m ., and Su nd ay a t 3 p. m.. fo r all g rad es.
In q u iry and read in g room s open w eek days and
S u n d ay s, 1 to 8 p. m.
B o o k e r T . W ash in g to n C h apter. Mr. R ich a rd E.
E d w ard s, M aster. 245 W . 116th S t .: Mr. Clifford
R ich a rd s, S e c re ta ry , 351 St. N icholas Avenue.
M eetin g s every second and fo u rth Sunduy at 8:00
p. m .. Y. M. C. A. Chapel. 180 W . 135th S t. in
q u ire rs c a ll: P ro sp ect 9-1079.

WASHINGTON
S e a t t le ;
AM ORC C h ap ter 586. M r. R oy E. B a ile y . M a ste r:
Mr. W m . S. Jo h n so n , S e c r e ta r y . R ead in g room
at 410 Old T im es B u ild in g , open week d ay s 11 :00
a. ni. to 4:30 p. rri. V isito rs w elcom e. C hapter
m eetin g s 1st and 3rd M ondays. 8:00 p. m. at H otel
M ayflow er. R o se R oom , 4th and Olive W ay.

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma C ity :
O klahom a C ity C h ap ter, W . J . A rn old , M aster.
P h on e 7-6479; W ard D . B ro sam , S e cre ta ry . P h on e
5-4510. M eetin g s every Su nd ay n ig h t, 318 Y. W.
C. A. B u ild in g .
1 on N ext P a g e )

OHIO
Cleveland:

NEW J E R S E Y
N ewark:
H. Sp en cer Lew is C h ap ter. Mr. W m. N. K in g .
M aster. M eetin g ev ery M onday, 8:00 p. m .. 37
W a sh in g to n St.
W ISC O N SIN
M ilw a u k ee:
M ilw aukee C h apter. M r. Edw in A ndrew F alk o w ski. M a ste r; M iss G oldie S. Ja e g e r , S e cre ta ry .
M eeting s ev ery M onday at 8:00 p. m. at 3431 W.
L isb o n Avenue.

PENN SYLVANIA
R ead in g :
R e a d in g
M a ste r;
ev ery 1st
H all, 904

C h apter.
M rs. P e a rl E. M usselm an.
Mr. Ed w ard G ale, S e c r e ta r y . M eeting s
and 3rd F r id a y , 8:00 p. m ., W ash in g to n
W a sh in g to n S tre e t.

Philadelphia:
B e n ja m in F r a n k lin C h ap ter of AM ORC. Mrs.
C la ra R . R os3, M aster, 4520 P in e S t .; M iss K itty
P o ty e , S e c r e ta r y , 3020 C am brid g e St. M eeting s
fo r all m em bers every second and fo u rth Su nd ay,
8 :0 0 p. m. at 1821 R a n stea d St.
P it ts b u r g h :
P en n . F ir s t L o d ge. M r. R alph M. R o ss, M aster,
408 G reen S t., G reen sb u rg .

OREGON
P o r t la n d :
P o rtla n d R o se C h ap ter.
Mr. H a ro ld M yron
Quayle, M aster, 226 N. E . 27th Avenue. In q u ire rs
call E a 1663; M rs. E liz a b eth E lk e rto n . S e cre ta ry .
M eetin g s, C o n g ress H o tel, G reen room , 6th and
Main S ts ., ev ery T h u rsd a y , 8 :0 0 p. ni.
IN DIA N A
Indianapolis:

M r. C. W , T ep p ig , M a ste r. M eetin g s ev ery T u e s 
day evening, 8 p. rn.. A n tlers H otel.

Mr. W illiam R . M orran. M aster. 1281 W . 104th St.
W oodbine 4116: M iss F r a n c e s W illic k , S e cre ta ry ,
14824 P ep p er Ave., M u lb erry 1729. M eetin g s everv
F r id a y at 8 p. m ., H o tel S ta tle r .
T o le d o :
T oled o C h ap ter. Mr. F . B. H urd, M aster. 3853
H om ew ood A v en u e; M rs. In a M. O. D aniel, S e c 
re ta ry , 1646 Sh ad y D rive, W est T oled o. M eeting
place, F o r t M eigs H o tel. M eetin g s 1 st and 3rd
T u esd a y ev en in g.
C in cin n ati
M iss F lo re n c e Anne H eis, M a ste r: Mr. Jo h n K.
H a rtso c k . S e c re ta ry . M eetin g s ev ery W ednesday
at 8:00 p. in. a t 704 R a c e S tre e t.
Huy t o i l :

D r. G isb ert L . B o ss a rd , M aster. P hon e Ma. 3933.
M rs, G. C, H y n es, S e c r e ta r y . M eetin g s every
W ed n esd ay ev en in g, 8 p. m ., H otel Miam i.
TEXAS
D a lla s :
M rs. J .
S e x to n ,
6-4193.
2nd and

M. B lay d es. M aster. M rs. Anne W ilson
S e c r e ta r y , 114 N. Ed gefield , T elep h on e
M eeting s at Je ffe r s o n H otel, R oom 229,
4th T u e sd a y s, 8 :0 0 p. m.

F o rt W o rth :
F o r t W o rth C hapter. Mrs. C lara E. A nderson,
M aste r, T elep h on e 9-2023; M rs. R u th P a g e , S e c 
re ta r y , 3445 G ordon, T elep h o n e 9-2702. M eetin g s
ev ery F r id a y a t 7 :3 0 p. m. at th e E lk s C lub, 512
W . 4th S tre e t.

Houston :
Mr. Ja m e s R . In g ra m , M aster. 544 F ir s t N ational
B an k B u ild in g , P h on e P re sto n 8990; M rs. V era
Bon gio, S e cre ta ry , 408 T u am Ave. M eeting s every
W ed nesd ay a t 7:45 p. m .. Y. W . C. A., 3rd floor,
c o rn e r R u sk and A u stin S tre e ts.

Principal Canadian Branches and Foreign Jurisdictions
T h e a d d resses o f o th e r fo reig n G rand L o d ges, o r th e n am es und a d d resses o f th e ir re p rese n ta tiv e s, will
be given upon requ est.

A U S T R A L IA
Sy d n ey , N . S . W . :
Sy d n ey C h a p te r. M rs. D ora E n g lish , S e c r e ta r y ,
650 P a cific H ig h w ay , C h a ts wood.
CANADA

Toronto, Ontario:
M iss E d ith H ea rn . M aster. Se ssio n s 1st and 3rd
Su n d ays of the m onth. 7 :0 0 p. m .. No. 10 L an sdowne Avenue.

Vancouver, B ritis h Columbia:
C anadian G rand Lod ge. AM ORC.
M r. A. W
Shaw . M a ste r; M r. J . H. Je n s e n , S e c r e ta r y . 3155
28th S t. E . H igh lan d 3451-M. AM ORC T em ple,
878 H o rn b y S tre e t.

EN G LAN D
T h e AM ORC G rand L od ge o f G reat B r ita in . Mr.
Raym und A ndrea. F . R . C .. G rand M aster, 34
B a y sw a te r Ave., W e stb u ry P a rk , B r isto l 6.
E G Y rT
C a iro :
C airo In fo rm a tio n B u reau de la R o se C roix, J .
S ap p orta, S e c r e ta r y , 27 R u e Salim on P ach a.

Ile lio p o lls :
T h e G rand O rie n t of AM ORC. House of th e T em 
ple. M. A. R am ay v elim , F . R . C., G rand S e c r e 
ta r y , % Mr. Levy, 50 R u e Stefan o.
FR A N C E
D r. H an s G ru ter, G rand M aste r. C orrespon d in g
S e c re ta ry . Mile. Je a n n e G uesdon, 56 R ue Gam b e tta , V illen eu ve S a in t G eo rg es (S e in e & O ise).

V ic t o r ia , B r it is h C o lu m b ia :
V icto ria Lod ge. Mr. P e rc y P ea rso n . M aster. In 
q u iry office and read in g room . 725 C o u rtn ey S t .;
S e cre ta ry , Mr. C u lbert B a u g h -A lien , P h o n e E-6939.

SWEDEN

W in n ip e g , M a n ito b a :
C h arles D ana D ean C h apter. 122a P h o en ix B ld g .
M r. F r e d e ric k P . R o b in so n . M aster, 805 Union
T ru s t B ld g . Se ssio n s fo r all m em bers on T u e s 
day, 7 :4 5 p. m. th ro u g h o u t th e year.

SW IT ZER LAND

D EN M A R K
C o p e n h a g en :
T h e AM ORC G rand L od ge o f D en m ark.
Mr.
A rth u r S u n d stru p , G rand M a ste r; C arli A n d er
sen. S. R . C ., G rand S e c re ta ry . M anogade 13th
Stra n d .

G rand L o d g e " R o s e n k o r s e t."
Anton Svanlund,
F. R . C ., G ia n d M aster. V a ste rg a ta n 55. M alm o;
In e z A kesson, G rand L od ge S e c r e ta r y , S lo ttsg a ta n
18, Malm o.
A M ORC G rand Lod ge, 21 Ave. D apples. L a u 
san n e : D r. E d . B e rth o le t. F . R . C., G rand M aster,
6 Blv d . C h am b lan d es, P u lly -L a u s a n n e ; P ie rre
G en llla rd . G rand S e c r e ta r y , S u rla c B , Mont Choisi.
L au san n e.

DUTCH AND EAST INDIES
D r. W. T h . van Sto k k u m . G rand M a ste r; W . J .
V isse r. S e c r e ta r y -G e n e ra l, C om be! 33. Sernarang.

Spanish-American Division
A rm ando F o n t I)e L a J u r a , F . R. C ., D eputy G rand M aster
D irect In q u iries re g a rd in g th is division to th e S p an ish -A m erican D ivision. R o sicru cia n P ark . San Jo se .
C a lifo rn ia , U. S. A.
JU N IO R O R D E R O F T O R C H B E A R E R S
A ch ild re n ’s o rg an izatio n sponsored by th e AM ORC.
F o r co m p lete in fo rm a tio n as to its a im s and ben efits, ad d ress S e c r e ta r y G en eral. Ju n io r O rder. R o s ic r u 
cian P a rk . San Jo s e , C a lifo rn ia.
THE RO SICRU CIAN PRESS. LTD.

PRINTED IN U. S. A.

LOST TIME
Are Bad Memory and Faulty
Concentration Wasting
Years of Your Life?

Have you a motion picture mind? Are your thoughts a
jumble of fleeting mental pictures when you attempt to
concentrate upon an important problem of home or busi
ness? If you must read a paragraph two or three times to
register its contents in your consciousness, you have faulty
concentration. Do you go through life lamenting, If only I
could remember?'
Thousands of men and women today are searching for
forgotten hours— hours spent in study, planning and prepa
ration for the higher things of life. These hours of new ideas
and impressions are now lost to them in the haze of a bad
memory. What a sin against divinity it is to be unable to
retain the wonderful sensations brought to you through your
Sod-g iven faculties. There is nothing more priceless than
perfect memory and concentration.
Saralden, Ph. D., of the P.ose-Croix University of Belgium,
has prepared two marvelous treatises in boolc form entitled,
The Key to the Art of Concentration and Memorizing."
Their practical helpfulness cannot be denied. They are of
inestimable value, yet they are ABSOLUTELY FREE to all
who desire them. Just send in a 6-months' subscription to
The Rosicrucian Digest, for only $1.50. In addition these
two treatises will be sent to you at once without cost. Truly
this is an exceptional offer. A copy of this magazine for six
months for $1.50. and Free To You. these exceptional, useful
works on memorizing and concentration. They are without
price and are available for a limited time only. So request
yours today. Send request and subscription to:

FREETwo valuable treatises done in book form,
entitled, “The Key to the Art of Concentra
tion and Memorizing.”
Book No. 1—“Concentration."
Book No. 2— “Memorizing."
Read above for full details and send for yours
today.

~Jhe Rjosicructan Digest
SAN

JOSE. CALI FO R N IA . uYs.

A.

Rosicrucian Library
rW osith l/Ulule &oakA.
"M ENTAL POISONING"
Thoug hts that e n s l a v e men. Do p o is on ed thoughts like mysterious
r a y s re a c h through e t h e r e a l re a lm s a n d claim innocen t victim s? A
fe a r l e s s disclo su re. Price S i . 25 per copy, postpaid.

"GLANDS— OUR INVISIBLE GUARDIANS"
U nm ask your person ality . Learn how your growth, heig h t, weight
and THINKING are aiie cte d by t h es e m inute o r g a n ic s u b s t a n c e s .
Through your g la nd s, control your life. Price S I . 30 per copy, postpaid.

"ALONG CIVILIZATION'S TRAIL"
Visit the mystic land s a nd p eo p les of the East. M en ta lly ta k e part
in a n a n c ie n t c er em o n y in the G r e a t Pyramid. Explore m a je s tic
tem ples of Egypt, and sites of the M Y ST E R Y S C H O O L S . Price S2.25
per copy , postpaid.

"THE SECRET DOCTRINES O F JESU S"
A m e s s a g e that n e v er r e a c h e d the peo p le. The sec ret t e a c h in g s and
formulas of Christ, w hich w e re wrongfully withheld irom the bib le .
Price $2.50 per co py , post paid.

"THE SPIRITUAL PROPERTY O F FO O D "
E a ch morsel of food c o n t a in s su btle elem ents, w hich directly affect
the m a g n e t ic b a l a n c e of your en tire life. Learn the m yste rious in
flu ence of diet on your h a p p i n e s s . Price 35c per copy , postpaid.

T he a b o v e are but a F E W of the m a n y f a s c in a t in g , instructiv e books of
the R o sicru cia n lib rary that a re a v a i l a b l e to the re a d in g public. W a t c h
for c h a n g e d a n n o u n c e m e n ts . Write for the FREE, co m plete, descriptive
c a t a l o g u e of the R osicru cia n pu b lica tion s. Address:

ROSICRUCIAN SUPPLY BUREAU
R osicru cia n Park. S a n los e. Califo rn ia . U. S. A.

