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THIS MONTH’S SUGGESTION

Sanctum Altar Scarf

W hite  silk broadcloth altar scarf, 
size 38 inches long, UVa inches 
wide, beautifully embroidered in 
several colors o f myst ic design 

w ith lace edging.

Only $2.50, postpaid

We can visualize early man in the midst of wild places 
uprooting thick vegetation with crude implements and 
with gnarled and unskilled hands reverentially levelling 
ground in a spot chosen to become his temple. The sacred 
area was not to accommodate a magnificent structure of 
stone and glass, a symbol of culture and religion alike, 
but a humble pylon of native rocks, whose height was 
limited by man’s ability and strength to raise them in 
place. Upon this raised place, the first altar, man made 
his sacrificial offerings and indicated his devotion to the 
unseen Omnipotence. With time the sacred circle about the 
altar expanded and learning and theology included in it 
many ecclesiastical accessories, but never through the cen
turies has the altar lost its prominence as the principal 
place of worship. The altar may be the lavish one of a 
great Cathedral or a humble shelf in a home sanctum, 
but its symbolism is always of the highest spiritual order.

To the Rosicrucian, because of his understanding of the 
true significance of the sanctum altar, we offer a beautiful 
white silk broadcloth altar scarf. It is 38 inches long and 
111 inches wide, and is lined with cambric and has an 
attractive lace edging. Its design is a handsomely em
broidered mystic symbolism of five colors, red, yellow, pale 
pink, rose, and black. A limited number have been es
pecially made and we offer them at the low price of $2.50 
each. This scarf will make a splendid addition to your 
sanctum.

R O S I C R U C I A N  S U P P L Y  B U R E A U
S A N  J O S E ,  C A L I F O R N I A ,  U.  S.  A.



REGIONAL GRAND MASTER M ERRITT G. GORDON. F .R .C . 
Illustrious Frater Gordon has been an initiate of the Brotherhood for 
many years, and has served the Order in many capacities. He is an 
Inspector-General of the Brotherhood for the district of Canada, and one 
of the two North American representatives for North America in the 
Chamber of Legates of F. LI. D. O. S. I. He was also one of the special 
initiates in the Rosicrucian Lodge of Amenhotcp in Luxor, Egypt, in 1929 
and has been elected a member of the Rosicrucian International Council. 
His wife and son are members of the Order in Vancouver and he is one 
of the most advanced members in the esoteric work of the Order in 
North America. His official sanctum for the regional district of Canada 

is located in Vancouver, B. C.

(Courtesy o( Rosicrucian Digest.)
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The Man and Woman 
In Moderate Circumstances
You have a steady position, a regular income, nominal 

but comfortable; perhaps you have a car, a radio, and own 
your home. You are surrounded by loved ones in an 
environment of your own making. Occasionally you have 
troubles and problems, but you find security in the well 
wishes of friends and associates. These factors do not 
constitute the final end or attainments of life; they are 
just a beginning.

A fuller life does not mean doubling many times your 
worldly possessions, for that would still leave you on the 
eve of the greater things that life affords. It is only when 
you have leisure moments, free from the struggle for sheer 
necessities, that life can be measured in terms other than 
existence and sustenance. The bloom of a flower, its ex
quisite color and fragrance, follow its growth and fight 
for life.

The bloom of mankind is the exercise of the mind and 
the mental powers toward an understanding of the mys
teries which have given it existence. It is one thing to 
instinctively labor and strive to survive, and still another 
to find an inspirational reason for so doing. The distinction 
which man has, as a superior being, is not found in the 
fact that he lives, but that he has a mind by which he 
can find the answer to the ancient query, “Why am I 
here and whence came I?”

Some Pointers On Life
For those who find joy in thought and seek knowledge, 

not for its probable value in dollars and cents, but for 
the personal satisfaction it brings, an unusual book is 
offered by the Rosicrucians. It contains not religious dis
courses nor a series of philosophical maxims, but a guide 
to the finer things of life. To the man, it reveals the way 
to a personal solution of such Cosmic mysteries as time 
and space and affords a fascinating contemplation of the 
source of all being. To the woman it points the way to a 
better understanding of the Master within and the esoteric 
powers which make for inner beauty, culture, and real 
happiness.

Just address a letter (not a postcard of curiosity) to 
Scribe S. P. C., The Rosicrucians, San Jose, California, 
and ask for the Sealed Book which will be sent you with
out cost or obligation.
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The
THOUGHT OF THE MONTH

AN INTERESTING MONTH

By THE IMPERATOR

The
Rosicrucian
Digest
June
1935

H E month of June 
is very interesting 
indeed if we give 
a little thought to 
what it has meant 
to individuals and 
nations in the past.

In the U nited  
States and a large 
p a r t  of N o r t h  
America. June is 
anticipated as the 
beginning of the 
vacation period. In 

a great many cities and communities the 
schools close some time in June and the 
long summer vacation begins for stu
dents and teachers alike. During the 
month of June we have the longest day 
in the year dividing our spring and 
summer quarters, Generally speaking. 
June is a month of joy, recreation, and 
a temptation to get back to nature and 
out in the open country.

But the month can give us many in
teresting things to think about. It was 
on the 28th of June that the Arch Duke 
Ferdinand was assassinated in 1914. 
furnishing the technical excuse for the 
great World W ar. Certainly in con
nection with that event we are given 
much food for very serious thought. 
But we find other events associated with 
the month of June that are more pleas
ant and inspiring. On June 14, 1777, 
Betsy Ross made Herself famous as a 
designer of the American flag and for 
this reason, the day is celebrated nat
ionally in the United States as Flag 
Day.

On June 15 in 1752, however. Ben
jamin Franklin lifted his thoughts be
yond national matters and allowed his

inventive genius to soar into the higher 
heavens along with the kite from which 
he drew enough electricity to establish 
the fundamental principles of a division 
of science that has been responsible for 
more benefits to humanity than any one 
single event performed by an individual 
in recent centuries. Benjamin Franklin 
was not only a mystic whose vision cen
tered itself in the philosophies of man 
and a close study of human nature, but 
the whole world, including the universal 
space around it, became the field of his 
explorations. What he accomplished 
should remind us that we can become as 
great as is our vision and that our mis
sion in life can be as broad as our vision 
and that as we take our thoughts away 
from ourselves and beyond our immedi
ate environment, we begin to master 
universal principles.

Many other eminent men are associ
ated with this month, as. for instance, 
Roger Bacon, the great mystic whose 
cipher writings are only now being 
properly interpreted and understood as 
he intended them to be in the 20th cen
tury with all their revelations of scienti
fic knowledge. He passed through tran
sition on the 11th of June, 1294.

And on the 17th of June in the year 
1703, John Wesley was born. He be
c a m e , unquestionably, a specialized 
channel for the Great White Brother
hood in introducing a proper under
standing of certain definite religious 
principles.

Among other astonishing events of 
world-wide interest occurring in the 
month of June, we find that one of the 
most significant in its period was the 
setting fire to the Temple of Diana on a 
date equivalent to June 6 in the year
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356 B. C. This was not the beginning 
nor the ending of drastic expressions of 
intolerance. Many famous libraries and 
temples have been destroyed in past 
centuries and along with them the rar
est of secret manuscripts containing im
portant knowledge for the future. If it 
were not for the extraordinary knowl
edge carved in stone in certain temples 
that were not destroyed and for the 
knowledge contained in manuscripts 
preserved in the archives of the Great 
White Brotherhood and the Rosicru- 
cians and similar channels and organi
zations of the Brotherhood, the world 
would today be in great darkness in
tellectually and spiritually. Kings and 
potentates of various kinds have con
spired collectively or exercised them
selves individually and autocratically in 
the past to see that certain libraries and 
temples of wisdom have been destroyed 
in order that a portion of the world 
might be kept in darkness. But we need 
not scan the pages of the past to find 
the evidence of this, for it is taking 
place even today.

Among other incidents which tell the 
story of the strange customs and habits 
of an evolving race called the humans, 
we find the one that occurred in Paris 
on June 21, 1770, highly significant. It 
was the occasion of the marriage of 
Louis X V I and so great was the throng 
of uninvited guests who stormed the 
ground and environs of the palace in an 
attempt to see the King and Queen in 
their bridal attire that fifteen hundred 
of them were trampled to death. Similar 
stampedes h a v e  occurred in recent 
years, as. for instance, the one at the 
funeral of the late Valentino, a movie 
actor. And there have been stampedes 
at W all Street and at foolish exhibits 
of freaks of nature. But history has 
recorded no stampede at any school of 
learning or any portal of true wisdom.

On the last day of June will begin the 
1354th year of the Mohammedan era. 
Our members and friends would do well 
to turn to some encyclopedia or refer
ence book and read about the life of 
Mohammed. In most modern Christian

countries the very name of Mohammed 
creates a vague picture of pagan and 
heathen worship of some kind, if not an 
idea of an atheistic religion that is con
trary to all of the revelations of the 
Cosmic. All of this is an injustice to a 
great man and to a great mass of hu
manity loyally and sincerely following 
the footsteps of a leader who helped to 
save a large portion of the human race 
from continued degradation. Moham
med was one of the many great Avatars 
and unquestionably a great Light in his 
time and place. As one travels through 
the Orient or Near East— as many of 
us will do on our Egyptian and Medi
terranean trip next winter — one be
comes more and more convinced of the 
fundamental kindliness, grandeur, sin
cerity, and systematic devotion of the 
true Mohammedan. A student of mys
ticism will find much in even a brief 
synopsis of the life of Mohammed and 
his teachings to be of interest and profit.

And let us not forget that on the 17th 
day of June is celebrated in the United 
States what is known as Father’s Day. 
If any of us overlooked Mother’s Day, 
let us make amends by remembering 
Father’s Day and seeing that some dear 
old father—if not our own— is given a 
kindly word, a flower, a little gift, or 
some thoughts that will make him real
ize that he is not forgotten. When civ
ilization advances to the degree where 
it begins to be expressive of the divine 
principles within the soul, every day 
will be a day for showing our respect 
and love to mother and father.

As usual, there will be many mar
riages during the month of June and 
June brides again will be very popular. 
In most parts of North America the 
month finds nature fully expressive in 
her glory, grandeur and sweet frag
rance of flowers and growing things. It 
is a time when all of nature calls to the 
self within to respond and to be merry 
and light-hearted and to attune with the 
heavenly forces and join in the Cosmic 
chorus anthems of adoration and re
joicing. Make June a particularly happy 
month for yourself by helping to make 
it happy for someone else.

V V V

REMEMBER THE ROSICRUCIAN CONVENTION —  JULY 14-20, 1935
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The Mystic Druids
SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THIS VERY ANCIENT 

ORDER OF PHILOSOPHERS

By F r a t e r  M a rc  L a n v a l

Archdruid of the Ordre National Druidique (Omandru) Belgium;
Grand Chancellor of FUDOSI

V V V

H E begin n in g of 
the year 6935 of 
the D ru id ic  era 
was celebrated on 
November 1 l a s t  
wi t h  the ancient 
Druidic ceremony 
of “ New Heyl” in 
Belgium, under the 
au sp ice s  of the 
O rd re  N atio n al 
D ru id iqu e  (Or- 
n a n d ru ). T h is 
year begins a new 

cycle in the Druidic era and brings with 
it the long expected release from the 
sacred archives of the great sacred 
Druidic book known as the Voluspa 
from which will be copied and released 
to the mystic brethren of the w o r l d  
many of the most sacred teachings of 
the Orient, especially from that section 
of the book known as the Sepher, the 
ancestor of the modern Bible.

For several centuries there has been 
much discussion as to the origin and na
ture of the Druidic philosophy and 
science. It has been suspected by many 
and known to all high initiates of the 
various divisions of the Great White

Brotherhood that the ancient Order of 
the Druids has not ceased to exist but 
that its silence during the past centuries 
has been merely the result of a tempor
ary mute put upon the lips of its initi
ates in accordance with some ancient 
law of periodicity for the Order. In the 
meantime, writers and researchers have 
speculated, written, or said much re
garding the Druids, coming to a number 
of erroneous conclusions merely be
cause of certain public references to 
them in ancient histories. The fact that 
the earliest mention of the Order is re
ported by Diogenes and which was 
found in a lost work by a Greek, Sotion 
of Alexandria, written about 2000 B. C., 
has led many to believe that possibly 
the Order of Druids had its origin in 
the Orient, despite the fact that most of 
the key w o r d s  in its philosophy and 
symbolism are unquestionably of Celtic 
origin.

Caesar's account of the Druids, how
ever, is more popularly known among 
researchers, but even he was misled in 
some of his conclusions. W e find Cicero 
and Pliny explaining their beliefs re
garding the Druids from various angles 
and different considerations, but most
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certain it is that very early in the his
tory of civilization’s mystical activities 
the Druids had a wide reputation for 
their profound philosophy, their secret 
scientific knowledge, and especially for 
t h e i r  theology. They were very em
phatic in teaching the principle of the 
immortality of the soul and of reincar
nation, and many eminent theologians 
have attempted to show in long disser
tations and analogies that many of the 
fundamental principles of Christianity 
can be traced to the philosophical and 
theological teachings of the Druids.

W hat constituted their most sacred 
and secret scientific knowledge, how
ever, was their familiarity with Cosmic 
laws and principles and their under
standing of universal cosmogony. They 
were unquestionably more familiar with 
the influences and affects on human life 
of Cosmic forces and energies and more 
advanced in the understanding of how 
to use these influences in guiding and 
directing the affairs of human life than 
were any of the ancient mystical organi
zations, and this secret knowledge has 
been carefully preserved and a little of 
it released from time to time from their 
secret archives through various affili
ated channels and through their own 
silent and "unknown” philosophers who 
have been trained to devote their entire 
lives to the secret dissemination of this 
knowledge.

It would appear from all of the most 
ancient and modern records t h a t  the 
plan for the dissemination of this knowl
edge has been very successfully carried 
out and it is no violation of any parti
cular secret to say that the m a n n e r  
adopted was that of carefully preparing 
a high initiate and having him associate 
h i m s e l f  with other organizations or 
scientific bodies where he would advo
cate, promote, or diplomatically intro
duce the Druidic scientific knowledge 
without revealing his association with 
the Druids or revealing his real purpose 
and devotion.

It is generally u n d e r s t o o d  among 
Druids that the Order had its real 
origin in the country located between 
the river Meuse (Moesa Helion) and 
the river Scheldt (Scaldis) in the mys
terious glades of Arduina’s Forrest (of 
which still remain the Soignes Forrest
One Hundred Sixty-seven

and the Hertogenwald). This being un
doubtedly true, it was the migration of 
the Druids that took the teachings over 
to the Orient and especially into China, 
parts of Italy, including the Etrusks, 
Egypt, a n d  p a r t s  of Minor-Asia. 
Interesting light is thrown upon some 
of the origin of t h e teachings by the 
relationship that can be discovered be
tween the old Sanskrit and the Celtic 
tongues and certain Celtic records in 
the Greek. Then there is the interesting 
fact that the Queens (Druidesses, gune 
in the old Grec, meaning woman) main
tained a spiritual power and scientific 
patrimony of the nations. They had 
masculine representatives who were in 
charge of the preservation of peace and 
the protection of th e  people. These 
chiefs were called Kanks, equivalent to 
the English Kings.

Here in Europe in many of the public 
and popular schools c h i l d r e n  were 
taught, and some today are being taught 
that the Celts were originally barbar
ians, always drunk, constantly quarrel
ling, and living almost as brutes. Such 
an unfortunate picture is traceable to 
the opinions deliberately expressed at 
the time of the Roman conquest of the 
Gallia Celtica, one of the greatest of 
the Roman wars. In bitter disappoint
ment and anger the Romans instituted a 
campaign of persecution and all leaders 
of spiritual thought and of cultural and 
ethical schools were slain or imprisoned. 
Even w o m e n ,  the very soul of the 
Druidic organization, were not spared. 
Most of the documents cut upon skin or 
on birch bark were systematically de
stroyed as soon as found and the lead
ing circles of thought in Rome taught 
the people that the Celts had no civiliza
tion and did not even know how to 
write.

Many religions have based their va
rious doctrines upon Druidic sources. 
Most of the modern e x p e r i m e n t a l  
sciences of today were originally insti
tuted in the Druidic laboratories. Those 
who have sought the basis of the scien
tific therons based u p o n  the triangle 
will be happy to d i s c o v e r  very soon 
through new knowledge to be released 
that the Druids were the first to dis
cover in the law of the triangle s u c h  
fundamentals as were applicable to the 
sciences, arts, and philosophies.
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The Ordre National Druidique in its 
present form c o n t i n u e s  the work of 
scientific restoration which was started 
in 1643 w h e n  the poems of the Edda 
Islandorum were found and which had 
been written more than one thousand 
years before t h e i r  era, containing the 
cosmogony of the Voluspa. This work 
of restoration w a s  continued by the 
well-known F r e n c h  occultist, Frabre 
d'Olivet. Since 1868 the work has not 
ceased, as has been said by some popu
lar writers of philosophical history, but 
has been constantly s u p p o r t e d  and 
strengthened by the devotion and gen
erous gifts of the late beloved Archi- 
druidess, who recently passed to the 
Higher Life in the 84th year of her age. 
The generous ideas of our modern civ
ilization toward women may point with 
thankfulness to the g o o d  influence of 
this g r e a t  woman who was the first 
feminine professor ever allowed to in
struct and hold a definite department in 
a French university.

Of course, the Druidic movement, like 
all of the channels of the Great White 
Brotherhood, had its esoteric as well as 
exoteric circle. The exoteric b o d y  has 
been contacted by the public m o r e  or 
less in various periods of time because 
its rituals were not always easily con
cealed and its outer temples were never 
deliberately hidden f r o m  public view. 
Researchers, however, not familiar with 
the real nature of the Druidic organiza
tion and contacting only the outer circle 
of members occasionally through their 
writings or contacting o n l y  the outer 
temples, have reached erroneous conclu
sions in regard to the organization.

Druidism is a school; it is not a reli
gion nor a sectarian body. It is purely a 
philosophic and scientific university of 
initiates of both sexes and of intense 
value to all initiates. This was the work 
as understood originally, but like every
thing else human, exterior influences 
have slightly modified some of the outer 
activities of the organization. In fact, 
some phases of the exterior work have 
had to suffer as a result of its continu
ous contact with the world at large and 
with the many changes that have taken 
place politically, economically, religious
ly, and otherwise. Gradually political 
influences entered the outer circle and

there were those who sought the Druid
ic organization as a power for domina
tion and as a means of mercenary bene
fit. Perhaps this v e r y  condition was 
foreseen by the founders of the original 
organization and t h a t  is why certain 
phases of the outer a c t i v i t i e s  were 
clothed from time to time while the eso
teric work of the organization remained 
unchangeable and constantly increasing 
in power.

However, it is the outer exoteric side 
of the organization that is best known 
historically and will a l w a y s  be most 
familiar to the public: the oak, the
mistletoe, the Druid with his sickle, and 
the erroneously suspected human sacri
fices and many other ceremonies which 
are simply h u m a n  conclusions based 
upon a misunderstanding of symbolism 
and ritualistic phrases n o t  having the 
usual meaning. The symbol of the oak 
and the mistletoe, for instance, has been 
greatly misunderstood a n d  some have 
believed that the etymology of the word 
Druid is through a derivation from an 
oak-word. The truth, however, is that 
the real etymology of the word is found 
in two words meaning profound knowl
edge, and the word Druid, therefore, is 
equivalent to the R o s i c r u c i a n  term 
Illumination. The D r u i d s ,  therefore, 
were one of the branches of the Great 
White Brotherhood limited exclusively 
to the Illuminati, but operating in a dif
ferent path of human effort.

It probably will never be possible to 
remove from the mind of the public the 
popular ideas regarding the Druids, es
pecially the belief that many marvelous 
things happened at the h a n d s  of the 
Druids through their intimate contact 
with gods a n d  goddesses. These were 
based u p o n  the fact that the Druids 
were unusually familiar with the points 
of the cosmic space above us f r o m  
which emanate certain rays that influ
ence our lives. These points and rays 
were named a n d  personalized merely 
for the convenience of tabulation and 
not in the belief that they were myth
ological gods and goddesses.

Recently a number of eminent biolo
gists and scientists who were brought 
together in a preliminary contact with 
the esoteric section of the Druids after 
being prepared in the outer circle were
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astonished at the knowledge of biology 
and of o t h e r  sciences relating to our 
human existence contained in the teach
ings of the Druids. They were greatly 
surprised to think that such knowledge 
had been known for so many years or 
centuries and had not been made public. 
Laboratory experiments conducted by 
these men gave a m p l e  proof of the 
soundness of the unusual principles con
tained in these sacred teachings. Those 
who are not initiates may ask. of course, 
why this knowledge was kept secret and 
why the whole scheme of human evolu
tion as understood by the Druids and 
easily demonstrated to be true to the 
high initiate, is not given to the world 
at large. True initiates, however, will 
understand why knowledge of various 
kinds possessed by the initiates of the 
past has not been released to the public 
mind u n t i l  certain eras in the Cosmic 
cycle. The outline of human evolution 
and of ontology as possessed by the 
Druids a n d  preserved in their sacred 
archives c o v e r s  a cycle of over ten 
thousand years and g i v e s  the key to 
numerous mysteries and facts w h i c h  
have remained misunderstood or unsus
pected through even the most modern 
years of the past centuries. Even at the 
present time m u c h  of this knowledge 
will be limited for some time to come to 
all the high initiates of the most ad
vanced of the esoteric channels of the 
Great White Brotherhood.

Each individual is not considered by 
the Druids as anything in and of itself 
and its earthly evolution is but an in
dividualized phase of Cosmic evolution. 
The spiritual self within is the import
ant element in each human being. Thus 
the Druid philosophy a t t a c h e s  very 
little importance or interest to person
ality of the individual or outer self but 
centers its interest upon the evolution, 
unfoldment and development of the in
ner self. For this reason th e  Druidic 
history of past civilization a n d  human 
evolution is not replete with stories of 
conquests a n d  battles of achievement 
and attempts made by individuals and 
nations of individuals in their material 
affairs, nor of wars and struggles, the 
glorification of blood-thirsty generals, 
and the satisfying massacre of masses 
by human beings attempting to carry 
out purely mercenary and selfish ambi
tions.

So complete is the history of human 
spiritual achievements and human cul
tural evolution t h a t  in its documents 
and books w e r e  found recently such 
knowledge of Egypt as to enable emi
nent Egyptologists to modify some of 
the Egyptian history. By th e  keys 
found in the books of the Druids, it has 
been possible in past centuries to un
derstand and translate some of the most 
ancient texts of various nations and to 
fathom the mysteries of the most ancient 
records.

The present Ordre National Druid- 
ique is a prosperous and lively body. In 
the profane world it has made its influ
ence felt in many circumstances. It is 
the spirit and soul of a number of al
truistic movements and through its dip
lomatic representatives maintains the 
light of knowledge in many schools and 
systems of thought.

The Druidic order to which we refer 
must be distinguished from some of the 
modern organizations bearing the name 
Druid and which h a v e  no connection 
with the ancient Druids nor with any
thing philosophical and mystical of a 
Druidic nature. In the United States 
and in various parts of the world there 
exists a Druidic movement w h i c h  is 
wholly an exoteric fraternal organiza
tion of mutual benefit. This organiza
tion does not claim to descend from the 
ancient Druids nor to possess any of the 
ancient Druidic teachings. They have 
simply adopted the name of the Druids 
out of respect for them and as a sym
bolical term. There is no attempt at 
deception on the part of t h e s e  few 
modern movements, but the student who 
is seeking for more knowledge should 
not be misled by the listing of some of 
these modern organizations in popular 
indexes. The Ordre National Druidique 
(O R N A D R U ) perpetuating and pre
serving the ancient teachings and repre
senting the ancient Druids was regis
tered in the F e d e r a t i o  Universalis 
(FU D O SI) under the index number of 
seventeen and had its h i g h  officials 
present at the great congress recently 
held in Europe. The Druidique Ordre 
(O R N A D R U ) has a very high idea of 
the mutual labors and cooperative work 
that lies before the group of allied or
ganizations forming the FU D O SI and 
takes this opportunity to proclaim its 
good will toward the friendly and fra-
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ternal work carried on by the initiates 
of all of the orders and societies con
stituting the FU D O SI a n d  especially 
toward th e  A M O RC throughout the 
world, whose work and aims are great
ly apreciated by the Druidic initiates 
everywhere.

----- o-----

(Editor’s Note: In the c o u r s e  of a
recent investigation the Editor of The 
Rosicrucian Digest communicated with 
the Supreme Secretary of the Supreme 
Grove of the United Ancient Order of 
Druids of America and received from 
them in writing the official admission 
that their organization has never claim
ed to be descended from nor representa
tive of the early Druids. This high of
ficial states t h a t  the organization he 
represents, “ claims no direct descend- 
ency or relation to the Druids of ancient 
times, merely adopting the name Druid

after the ancient organization and not in 
possession of any teachings or rituals of 
the ancient Druids nor having any mys
tical ceremonies of initiation.’’ He states 
that the modern organization in Ameri
ca is conducted wholly as a social and 
beneficial organization, paying weekly 
sick benefits and death benefits like an 
insurance organization. He states that 
this modern organization throughout 
the world had its origin in England in 
the year 1781 and was not organized as 
having any relationship to the ancient 
organization of Druids. This should 
make it plain to all students of mysti
cism and to all investigators t h a t  the 
facts related by Frater Lanval in the 
preceding article pertain to the ancient 
organization a n d  its descendants and 
not to the modern one that was organ
ized in 1781 and which has a very high 
standing of its own as a "fraternal and 
benevolent society.’’ )
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A SURPRISING CO NVENTION
While all the forces of Light and all the officers of our organization are working |

E cooperatively and constructively to make our 1935 Convention replete with surprises, }
: as well as many inspiring benefits and practical helps, other forces and principalities :
: are undoubtedly planning to bring their surprises before us at our great national assembly. :
| It is the contest between light and darkness, good and evil, right and might, that makes |
| this life interesting and contributory to our progressive evolution. Because the challenge !
| is quickening and inspiring and because the differences of opinion awaken intellectuality, I
| so the contest between opposing forces brings forth the greater truths and the most !
; astonishing revelations.

Do not fail to be present at our next Convention from July 14 to 20 at Rosicrucian |
| Park in San Jose. It is going to be one of the most important, one of the most interesting j
= and instructive Conventions ever held, and every member of any degree of study in any l
| branch of the work is entitled to come to the Convention as long as he or she is in |
r active membership. Make this period of July a grand and glorious vacation for yourself :
: and family by coming to California. If you desire information, write to the Convention 5
: Secretary, care of AMORC Temple, San Jose, California.

©............................................................................................................................................... ..
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REGARDING CHAIN LETTERS
The
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AMORC and all of its officers are returning to the senders all money and all letters 
received in connection with the chain letter craze. The organization strongly condemns 
this sort of propaganda for any purpose. Members should not send such letters to us 
nor attempt to raise money for the organization through such chain letters.

& ............................... (3
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OUR VISION LIFTS US UP

O T long ago the 
woman physician 
in an institute for 
the care and treat
ment of the blind 
told a story of a 
little g i r l  twelve 
years of age who 
had been in the 
c lin ical depart
ment of the insti
tute f o r  m a n y  
months a n d  had 
been released as 

partially cured of blindness with an as-
One Hundred Seventy-one

surance that normal sight would gradu
ally come and remain permanently.

The little girl had been born blind 
through an abnormal condition in the 
eye which could not be corrected until 
approximately the age of puberty. A 
few minor operations and some eye 
exercises, along with the proper psycho
logical care and treatment, gradually 
brought the vision of light to the con
sciousness of the child and finally she 
began to see colors in things—some
thing she had never seen before. For 
many, many months she had seen a 
brightness of some kind before her eyes
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indicating that the nerves sensitive to 
light vibrations were being revived or 
awakened, but it was not until the sud
den change had taken place in the pro
cess of the restoration of sight that 
colors in all of their brilliancy made a 
proper and startling impression upon 
her consciousness.

The physician said that when the 
little girl first approached the window 
of her room in the clinic and looked out 
over the trees and the lawns, she was 
so happy because of the variations in 
colors and the magnificence of nature's 
painting. It was late in the afternoon 
and the western sky beyond the trees 
was tinted with a variation of colors 
such as is often seen only in the Golden 
W est. The full scale of prismatic spec
trum colors seemed to have been paint
ed by the hand of God in a magnificent 
pastel blending, for there were the yel
lows and the blues, the violet and or
ange, the deep golden red and the mar
velous turquoise greens and emerald 
tints of intermediate shades. The child 
stood fascinated by this marvelous scene 
and after a few moments of silence a 
nurse told the child to come with her 
down stairs into the yard and see pretty 
flowers and the children's faces and 
other things she could not see from the 
window. For several days the little girl 
was happy in the new world in the cen
ter of which she seemed to occupy a 
distinct place. From her descriptions of 
things she seemed to feel that the world 
surrounded her and that she was the 
pivotal center of all existing conscious
ness.

When Sunday came she asked to be 
allowed to go with a few others for a 
ride and then a walk into the valley 
surrounding the clinic. After riding in 
an automobile for an hour the group of 
nurses and children stopped at a lawn 
near the foothills where a picnic lunch 
was prepared. The children were al
lowed to play—to romp and jump, to 
run and walk — without restriction on 
the lawn and between the trees while 
the adults prepared the meal. After a 
half hour had passed it was noticed that 
Alice and two of the other children were 
missing from the group. They said that 
she had taken two other children by the 
hand and that the three of them walking 
side by side had started off toward the

foothills. Going after them, the nurse 
and physician found that Alice and her 
two companions were going up the side 
of the hill, struggling on the steep in
cline and winding their way between the 
boulders and fallen trees with great dif
ficulty. When asked why she chose 
such a tiresome and fatiguing walk in 
preference to the level and softly cov
ered lawns below, she explained: “ I 
did not know that we were going up the 
side of the hill or that it was hard to 
walk. All the time that I have been out 
here in the open space between the 
trees, I have kept my eyes on the sky 
watching the beautiful c o l o r s  that 
change in the clouds and in the spaces 
between and I wanted to go nearer and 
nearer to those clouds. I guess it was 
because I had my eyes turned upward 
to the sky that I did not notice that I 
was going up a hill instead of remaining 
on the level ground.”

In that explanation the little girl re
vealed a fundamental law of life. W e 
unconsciously tend to approach that 
toward which we have our vision cen
tered. As we go through life, we will 
rise to the heights of our vision or fall 
to the level of its downward gaze. If we 
center our sight and our consciousness 
on the things that are level with us, we 
never lift ourselves up and we never 
rise above the commonplace of life. If 
our vision, our admiration, adoration, 
and concentrated attention is upward, 
we will find that fate as well as our 
minds and hearts tend to take us bodily, 
physically, and spiritually to the heights 
we see.

By centering our thoughts for certain 
periods of the day upon the Cathedral 
of the Soul, we not only lift up our eyes, 
minds, and hearts to the sublime heights 
of Cosmic space beyond the earth, but 
we lift up our bodies, for in all of the 
daily steps we take and all of the move
ments on the trampled paths of life, we 
find ourselves constantly tending to
ward the narrower path that leads up
ward and onward rather than that 
which goes about in circles and ends at 
the place where we began.

Dwelling in the Cosmic space above 
us for a few minutes each day is not 
only a tonic to the soul and an inspira
tion to the mind but a real uplifting to 
the whole physical self, and soon we
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will find that we are approaching not 
only with an uplifted gaze and a specu
lative mind but with our whole being, 
the place to which we have directed our 
thoughts, to the place which holds our 
attention, to the ideals which dominate 
our thinking and to the point that holds 
us to itself as by some magic power.

If you have not felt the benefit or de
rived the pleasure of periodic contact 
with the Cathedral of the Soul, whether 
a member or not, send for the free 
booklet. Liber 777, a n d  follow the 
schedule of periods when thousands of 
other individuals in all parts of the 
world are attuned to the great Cathed
ral and meet there spiritually and men
tally en masse. It is this unity of thought, 
this concentration of spirituality, this 
attunement of the better part of our
selves with that which we hold most 
s a c r e d  that constitutes a dynamic 
spiritual power in the ethereal Cathed
ral of Cosmic vastness. From this

spiritualized focal point will radiate and 
emanate the reflected thoughts of love, 
peace, health and power that are creat
ed by the uplifted minds and hearts of 
those attuned.

Wonderful miracles can come into 
your life at such moments of Cosmic 
contact. Until you try them with all 
sincerity, until you dwell in peace and 
happiness within the Cathedral, you 
can never know of its joy and inspira
tion. There not only the Christ con
sciousness will dwell because of those 
who dwell in His name, but there also 
the creative power and the love of God 
constitute the Shekinah w i t h i n  the 
temple and bring a benediction unto all 
who bow before it.

Come with us and kneel at the altar 
in the Temple of the Soul and help to 
bring into the lives of thousands the 
sublime realization of spiritual unity 
and omnipotent peace and love.
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| THE BALTIMORE CHAPTER
: All Rosicrucians in the vicinity of Baltimore, Maryland, are advised that the Balti- :
= more Chapter meets on the second and fourth Sunday of the month, at 2:30 p. m. For :
1 information as to its meeting place, kindly address the Secretary, as follows: Miss E. i
l Pauline Trax, 1116 St. Paul Street. Baltimore, Maryland.
§ All you need do is present your credentials as an active Rosicrucian and you will \
I be entitled to visit this interesting Chapter.
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TH E SAN DIEGO EXPOSITION
I Rosicrucians visiting the San Diego Exposition in Southern California this summer
S should not fail to avail themselves of the opportunity of attending the Rosicrucian Chapter
= of AMORC in San Diego.
I The name and address of the Secretary are: Mrs. Eva Weary, 4085 Chaumone
I Street, San Diego, California. By communicating with her, you will be advised of the 
|  time and place of meetings of the Chapter.
|  Our friends who are not members, if they will communicate with the Secretary
E at the above mentioned address, will be invited to attend all public sessions of the 
I Chapter: and if they will call upon the occasion of the Chapter's meetings, will receive
I interesting literature and further information about the Order's activities in Southern
= California.
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Dual Development
THE EVOLUTION OF LIFE AND FORM 

By F r a t e r  A. C art  l a n d  B a il e y , M. A., M. Sc. 
(Continued from the May issue)

V V V
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C C O R D IN G  to 
the theory of Dual 
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  
there is progress 
continually being 
made in the devel
opment of b o t h  
the Form and the 
Life w i t h i n  the 
Form. The souls 
inh ab iting th e  
forms come with 
an experience of 
the past w i t h i n  

similar forms. Instead of N E W  souls, 
fresh from oblivion, mere vacuous bub
bles that are to inhabit the progressive
ly evolving forms, this theory postulates 
evolving souls or evolving Life, which, 
as it advances, necessarily requires more 
highly organized and sensitized forms 
and nervous systems through which to 
express itself and gain new impressions 
of the outside world and through which 
to gain new lessons of the evolutionary 
process.

It is the evolving Life WrITH IN  that 
is the fundamental cause of the evolu
tion of all Forms. W hat is manifested 
W IT H O U T  must be first W ITH IN  
The Form is the result, and the Life

within is the cause. The Form is adapt
ed to the particular lesson that is to be 
learned in that particular day at school.

Life, according to this theory, is a 
school and human souls come back and 
come back until the lessons of life are 
learned. Some about us are old and ex
perienced and some are very inexperi
enced. All have experiences to look for
ward to. Some are World Teachers 
and some are infants and there are all 
grades between on all sides of us. Some 
are learning the use of power and some 
are learning the lessons of Peace, Love. 
Harmony, Cooperation, and Happiness 
and Power rightly used. All are learn
ing and we may rest assured that each 
is learning his own most important les
son. It may be that an old and very ex
perienced soul has an elementary lesson 
not mastered; and so, often great souls 
are in humble circumstances. It is prob
ably true that it is the weakest side of 
our nature that is always in evidence, 
and in evidence because it is that side 
that needs strengthening. In school and 
in life we are developing the undevel
oped sides of our natures.

The physical body is but a suit of 
clothes put on for the particular lesson 
not yet learned. If it is a lesson in
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manual training and control of the 
physical organism and development of 
it to a bull strength, a coarser and 
heavier garment will do better than one 
of greater delicacy and refinement. If 
the individual is to learn expression of 
harmony of tone and color and lessons 
of peace, quiet meditation and contact 
with the Inner Life then a finer and 
more responsive organism and a more 
highly sensitized nervous s y s t e m  is 
necessary. There is just as great a dif
ference between nervous systems as 
there is between cheap crystal sets for 
wireless reception and the m o d e r n  
super-all-wave receiving instruments. 
The one important point is that the or
ganism must be an adequate instrument 
with which to work out the particular 
lesson or lessons to be learned.

If justice is done, the young souls or 
egos are given the lessons fitted for 
their particular stage of growth or de
velopment in the g r e a t  evolutionary 
scheme. If God is no respecter of per
sons, He is also no respecter of peoples, 
races, ages or climes. Each people will 
have the particular lessons and teach
ings and teacher that is best adapted to 
the needs of the particular group of 
egos incarnating there, or we may say 
that the souls incarnate where the les
sons they most need are given.

It sounds rather egotistical and child
ish to talk about a “ Chosen People.” 
One Great Teaching, or “The One 
True Teacher.” Let us repeat: "God is 
no respecter of persons” or peoples or 
times or places. All have the same op
portunities but all do not have the same 
lessons at the SA M E TIM E. In any 
school system we find those who are in 
the primary grades contemporaneous 
with those who are in the high schools, 
universities, graduate schools, on teach
ing staffs and those out in the “Work 
of the W orld."

On any particular day that we may 
happen to drop in to visit some school 
system we find one playing with blocks 
and another with mathematical symbols. 
One is learning to coordinate muscle 
and mind and another is learning mas
tery of the difficulties of abstract think
ing, who by his own efforts has ad
vanced from the primary lessons to the 
lesson at hand. W e do not think of ac

cusing the school authorities of having 
taken the school population on that par
ticular day and arbitrarily placed one in 
one grade and another in some higher 
grade, and because of some favoritism 
or political favor placed another person 
over them as teacher. W e know that 
every individual there is in that parti
cular place because of his own particu
lar background of lessons learned or un
learned and because of the necessity of 
lessons that lie ahead.

Some may prefer to waste time and 
let lessons go unlearned for the time be
ing. Others seem to have learned the 
advantage of day-by-day patient effort 
in mastery of the preparatory lessons 
and have consistently and systematical
ly advanced from lesson to lesson. W e 
know that loafers do not reap the re
ward of the industrious. W e know that 
there is no premium on ignorance, lazi
ness or cowardice. Every day counts 
and the strenuous workers forge ahead. 
That is school as we know it and that 
is LIFE.

W hy was a three-year-old Mozart 
able to play the harpsicord? Where did 
he learn that lesson? W hy is the uni
versity student able to fill up pages of 
mathematical calculations in clear, con
cise, logical sequence and arrive at a 
precise conclusion on any particular day 
that we happen to drop into class? W hy 
is another student able to play his violin 
with such perfection? In all cases the 
answer is the same. There is a past. 
Each has a background of preparatory 
lessons. The primary, intermediate, and 
advanced lessons have been studied and 
mastered. W hat the student has been 
sowing that is he reaping. Whatsoever 
a man has mastered that he has learned 
to master. Results follow on the heels 
of causes and no man can crawl up to 
a result by any other way than by the 
path of adequate cause. Days at school 
and lives lived are but rungs on the 
ladder by which we climb from infancy 
to adulthood and from ignorance to 
Mastership of the problems of life and 
eventually to the perfection set as the 
goal of human achievement.

W as the concerto that Mozart work
ed up a few years later, at an age when 
boys are usually playing with their toy 
tops and trains — was that worked up
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from inexperience and a vacuous past 
or is it more reasonable to assume that 
it was the result of past lessons which 
that particular individual soul had mas
tered in previous days or lives lived?

People talk about free gifts passed 
down from some member of the family 
tree and something not worked for nor 
earned by us. It is quite natural for us 
to wish for inheritances. W e all natural
ly like something for nothing and we 
often spend a lot of time and energy 
and even money trying to get results by 
some other path than the path of ade
quate causes. W e have traits of wish
thinking and laziness and cowardice 
within us and we like to think that the 
other fellow has nothing on us. W e 
don't like to think that our efforts have 
been lacking but prefer to believe that 
"chance” is responsible for all differ
ences in ability and results.

If one child in school gets a higher 
mark than the rest, then immediately 
the rest are likely to accuse him of be
ing "teacher’s pet.” In the same way, 
many claim that Mozart was a favorite 
of the gods and was given the “ gift” of 
music as others are “ given” the "gifts” 
of song or dancing or painting. Some 
modern pseudo-philosophers would have 
us believe that whatsoever a man reaps 
that someone else has sown and what 
we sow someone else will reap who has 
more "pull.” That may be politics but 
it is not justice. Politicians and wish- 
thinkers look upon the Supreme Intelli
gence as a mere political juggler with a 
sense of justice which is inferior to even 
a human sense of justice.

If we are to be reasonable we must 
assume either one of two things. Either 
there is no Supreme Intelligence and no 
justice anywhere and all is chaotic and 
accidental, or else we are forced to the 
conclusion that Reincarnation is a fact 
in Nature and that God is no respecter 
of persons, and that all get exactly what 
they work for and earn and pay for. 
Past experiences are responsible for the 
present if justice is done.

The  W e are where we are simply because
Tinttrrurirtn we h a v e  not advanced beyond this 

point. W e have bought and paid for 
just what we have and if we don't like 
what we have, then we shall have to 
work for something else, on the theory
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of justice being done. That may seem 
rather cold, hard, and unfeeling, but it 
is common horse-sense logic and we 
may as well face the facts and quit sen
timentalizing or else just frankly admit 
that we are out-and-out atheists. In all 
of our experiences results follow causes 
and Action brings Reaction and "faith 
without works is dead." Cherry pies are 
not made by dreaming of cherry blos
soms.

Mozart played b e f o r e  kings and 
queens of Europe in his childhood, not 
because God was any respecter of per
sons and gave music as a free gift to this 
genius, not because of some ancestral 
trait manifested by some entirely dif
ferent soul, not because of favoritism 
and “pull,” but because the soul of 
Mozart was the soul of a musician and 
an experienced one of earlier times in 
other climes. The present is always the 
sum total of the long past and the ap
pearance of Mozart in this family was 
because of the development of the ner
vous system in this family and the sensi
tization of it to a point where the soul 
of music could efficiently express itself 
and, perhaps, also, because of past kar
mic ties which linked him to this en
vironment and family.

W e must not forget the fact that no 
matter what the soul behind the organ
ism may be, it is limited to a large ex
tent in its expression of itself by the in
herited characteristics of t h e physical 
ancestry. This is a great necessity for 
eugenics and scientific development of 
the human organism. Souls are great 
reservoirs of experience and what is ex
pressed in a physical world is limited by 
the physical organism and its unrespon
siveness to stimuli of a superphysical 
nature.

The top floors of high buildings are 
always, invariably, connected with the 
floors beneath and on down through a 
continuous connection to the firm foun
dation below. Mountain peaks do not 
float in the air nor do end products ap
pear without a history. The prodigy and 
the genius and the master mind is no 
exception to this rigid rule, according to 
this theory of Dual Development. There 
is always a gradual, steady, progressive 
advancement f r o m  an endless past 
which is summed up in the H ER E and
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NO W . The past is focussed in the 
present and all that we have ever learn
ed is with us for present and future use 
when we have once learned how to 
sensitize ourselves to this W ITH IN .

The fact that we have no conscious 
memory of our past lives is no argument 
against the existence of that past. None 
of us can consciously remember when 
we learned to walk or handle a spoon 
or fork or a glass, nor when we learned 
to tie our shoe strings or comb our hair 
or dress ourselves. Our whole child
hood may have been so uneventful that 
we remember nothing of it, except pos
sibly here and there an outstanding 
event. The important point, however, is 
that there is a memory of our past and 
our whole present is a proof of that 
past. Some people do remember con
sciously important outstanding events 
of past lives but we won't go into that 
subject here.

W e all remember subconsciously and 
to such an extent that many of us would 
not be induced to go out and kill, even 
animals, for the love of killing. W e 
shrink with horror at the idea of killing 
another human being. Most of us have 
l e a r n e d  that "honesty is the best 
policy," and have learned that what be
longs to another is not ours. Most of 
us did not find it hard to learn these 
lessons in T H IS life. In the thought of 
Solomon, we came into this life goodly 
souls and with inborn and inherent re
actions against the cruel, inelegant, ugly 
and unjust.

Not all people have these same re
actions against the crude things of life. 
Conscience differs in different individ
uals according to th e  unconscious 
memories. Irrespective of parents and 
training many find it hard to learn to be 
just and kind and tolerant. Some seem 
never to learn them. Even excellent, 
respectable business men and life long 
church members, who have continually 
been exposed to the teachings of hon
esty. honor, fairness and justice still 
persist in playing the game of life like 
a chess game and do their level best to 
get the best of a competitor or even a 
customer in any business deal. Legal 
rules of the game are rigidly adhered to 
and the game is played from start to 
finish just within the law, irrespective of
One Hundred Seventy-seven

sentiment and morality. In spite of 
bloodshed and the cruelty and suffering 
of war, many want the profit it will 
bring in the business game. Such souls 
have lessons yet to learn that many 
others have already learned well.

W e find souls in all stages of evolu
tion just as we find students in all 
grades of school. Some are young and 
inexperienced, others are older a n d  
more experienced. Some have not yet 
learned the lessons of justice and fair
ness and others teach the lessons of 
love and kindness and practice daily. 
Some use power wisely and in a way to 
assist in the evolutionary process; others 
misuse it and think only of self and their 
own immediate and personal pleasure.

W hat lessons have not been learned 
are yet to be learned and we should 
look about us every day for some phase 
of a lesson for our immediate benefit. 
It is our privilege to play truant and lay 
down on the job but it is useless and 
only delays progress. If we get tired of 
going on with the class we are in, we 
may drop back and come on later with 
another group, though it means an ad
justment of ourselves to its idiosyncra
sies and to a background which is not 
really ours. There are no final failures 
in this scheme of things though there 
may be many temporary ones.

If evolution of soul is as much a fact 
of nature as evolution of physical form, 
then each one has the opportunity to 
learn his particular lesson, be he savage 
or Adept. For each and all there are 
adequate teachings and we do not need 
to worry about trying to make every in
dividual conform to our own particular 
ideas of what T H E  important lesson is. 
W e do not send university professors 
into the kindergarten as missionaries to 
teach Calculus or Sanskrit or Home
making courses. Neither do we send 
mathematicians into classes of Romance 
languages to convert them from their 
evil ways.

W e find in the history of races that 
each has had its teachers and lessons 
and in no case is there any fundamental 
conflict in the teachings. In all grades 
and in all walks of life among all 
p e o p l e s  honesty, sincerity, kindness, 
reverence for the beautiful, love for our 
neighbors and fellow earth-dwellers, de-
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votion to high ideals and reverence and 
respect for a Supreme Intelligence are 
fundamentals that have always been 
taught. Two times two is four in all 
grades and throughout life. Funda
mentals are fundamentals and we find 
them in all ages and among all peoples 
as far back as history can be read. Our 
great and chief concern should be about 
our O W N  lesson, our own ability to 
master it and our own qualifications in 
wisely assisting others whenever advis
able.

For a High School Freshman to go, 
in his great enthusiasm for algebraic 
multiplication, into the primary grades 
and brow beat the second or third 
grade pupil into accepting HIS teacher 
and HIS teacher’s teachings would be 
the height of absurdity—most ridicul
ously absurd. Instead, how much better 
for the more advanced pupil to go into 
the beginning arithmetic class and see 
what lesson there is there that is being 
presented and then try his best to ex
plain that lesson in simple language of 
the third grade pupil and give that pupil 
the benefit of his more experienced 
background and leave algebra out of the 
question. That is real missionary work 
and the only kind that there is any ex
cuse for tolerating.

If we can realize that God is not now 
and never has been a respecter of per
sons or peoples and that He truly cares 
for the needs of all, be they Jew or 
Gentile. Catholic or Protestant, Budd
hist or Brahman; whether born in Pales
tine, Egypt, Utah, or in Louisianna then 
we will begin to practice true tolerance 
in just the same way that it is practiced 
in our school systems throughout the 
grades from the Kindergarten to the 
National Commissioner of Education.

Multiplication is multiplication and it 
isn't necessary to label it or name it 
after some particular person's name. 
Geometry is geometry and it is of no 
particular advantage to us to label our
selves disciples of Euclid. W hat does 
the name matter? The F A C T S are 
there and the truths persist irrespective 
and regardless of who first taught them 
or who discovered them or who im
proved them or who popularized them 
or who was the "Father” of them. 
Whether they are medical facts, chem

ical facts, electrical facts, biological 
facts, psychological facts, or spiritual 
facts. F A C T S are F A C T S regardless 
of personalities. W e are all too much 
inclined to be like children who fight 
over who has the most beautiful mother 
or the strongest father or the best teach
er. W e are still ridiculously childlike 
in our “ hero worship" of personality 
rather then principle and of the teacher 
rather than the teaching.

When we grow up to maturity and 
become wise we will laugh at such ab
surd nonsense as lines of demarcation 
separating a “Chosen People" from 
some other less favored group with less 
political or religious or scientific or 
artistic “pull,” with some jealous an
thropomorphic God. Let the Baptist, 
the Methodist, the Buddhist, the Spirit
ualist. the Catholic and the Zoroastrian 
extract the last bit of juice from his 
"ism" or “ist" and stick to it until he 
can get no more. If he believes in no re
ligion at all let him revel in his logic or 
fancy until he begins to hunt around 
for a new lesson. For some groups of 
souls it may be much more important to 
learn Physical Culture and tap dancing 
than it is to learn how to write epic 
poetry or paint landscapes. Some people 
have neglected their physical bodies 
cruelly and it is, perhaps, necessary that 
a life time be spent in very careful care 
of the training and development of a 
physical organism.

Who shall say that even the prize 
fighter is not learning as valuable a les
son in the evolution of his soul as is the 
clergyman in the evolution of his? So 
long as both believe in and practice 
“ fair play" and honest dealing with the 
public why criticise either of them? W e 
may rest assured that there is adequate 
time in the scheme of things to learn all 
the lessons that are needed in the 
growth of the soul. W e do not need to 
feel any necessity of running about 
breathlessly hitting a few high spots 
here and there for fear that we shall be 
among the failures when the day’s work 
is done. There is no need to get worried 
and begin to feverishly consume all the 
short cuts to prosperity, power and hap
piness that are offered for sale. One day 
at school is but a day at school and 
there are others to follow.
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If we consistently and persistently do 
our daily duties as best we can with the 
ability that we possess and try constant
ly to increase that ability we do not 
need to worry about being “ lost" in the 
final-test periods. If we wish to keep up 
with the class we will not waste time 
and energy. W e will take each experi
ence as it comes and extract the lesson 
from it that the soul needs and then go 
on to the next one and continue to build 
the more stately mansions as the seasons 
and incarnations roll along.

Of these various theories of life, we 
must agree that the Dual Development 
Theory is one that satisfies our sense of 
justice. It stands the test of the F A C T S 
O F L IFE  as we observe them and of
fers an explanation that explains. Evo
lution of Soul and of Form go hand in 
hand as physical and superphysical 
counterparts of each other. W e should 
not minimize the importance of either. 
Form is important, for it is only as forms 
become refined and sensitized and deli
cately adjusted that they become re
sponsive to the Life within.

It is the Evolution of Life, however, 
that seems to be of the greatest import
ance in the long run. The forms merely 
furnish the contact with the physical 
world where the forces of the universe 
are stepped down to a non-dangerous 
state that we may use them with little 
danger. "Safety first” precautions have 
been taken by the Supreme Intelligence 
and here we are placed to learn to do 
by DOING and learn safely. The less 
dangerous forces are first used and it 
is only by their wise use and their mas

tery that we are permitted the grasp 
of the more subtle, the more powerful 
and more dangerous forces. Students 
beginning chemistry are not started off 
with high explosives. In the physical 
world, we first learn the use of physical 
and physiological and electrical forces. 
When later we learn of psychic ener
gies and learn to use them consciously 
and rightly for the health and happiness 
of those with whom we are in daily 
contact, then little by little more of the 
subtle, powerful, and higher powers will 
be unfolded within us.

It is by the use of the strength that 
we have that more strength is gained. 
It is by the use of the mental powers 
that we have that more powerful power 
is attained. It is by the use of knowl
edge that more knowledge is assimilated. 
When we learn tolerance and learn to 
keep out of other people’s business and 
learn to let others do their own think
ing and acting and progressing and 
learn to watch our own thinking, feeling, 
acting, and progressing, then we are on 
the RIG H T path to health, strength, 
happiness, and real power for good.

The physical Form will take care of 
itself if we give it the chance that we 
give to our thoroughbred cattle and 
hogs and horses and learn the control 
of the foods— physical, emotional, men
tal, and spiritual—that are to be fed 
upon. The Forms evolve as the Life 
within evolves and as Dual Evolution 
progresses, humanity, already far along 
in the process, will ultimately reach the 
goal that is set for "gods in the making."

(TH E EN D)

V  V  V
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BE SURE TO  SEE THESE MOVING PICTURES
Once more we recommend two moving pictures in which many of our teachings j 

| have been inculcated and with which our Rosicrucian ideals are being promulgated in |
1 symbolical, allegorical, and direct manner. The two pictures are, "Les Miserables” and |
§ “Our Daily Bread.” Watch for these pictures to have first or second runs in your =
= neighborhood, and be sure to see them. j
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ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE
Each month there will appear excerpts from the writings of famous thinkers and 

teachers of the past. This will give our readers an opportunity of knowing their lives 
through the presentation of the writings which typify their thoughts. Occasionally such 
writings will be presented through the translations or interpretations of other eminent 
authors or thinkers of the past.

Arthur Edward Waite has been long known and recognized as an eminent Masonic 
historian, and as such, his works on the history of Masonry are quite authentic. He is 
also a commentator on Rosicrucian activities of the past and present, but his comments on 
Rosicrucianism are not equally authoritative as those upon Masonry, inasmuch as he is not 
a member of the Rosicrucian Order in any of the jurisdictions of the world. He has, 
however, acquired by diligent research a number of those works which are available 
to the public bv outstanding Rosicrucians of the past and which are not secret, and his 
translations and presentation of them may be accepted. His annotations and personal 
summaries, however, in the opinion of officers of the Rosicrucian Order, are not reliable, 
inasmuch as he arrives at conclusions not founded upon facts accessible to Rosicrucian 
officers in the archives of the Order.

Below, however, we bring you Waite’s compilation of the writings of one Sincerus 
Renatus, otherwise Sigmund Richter, of 1710 A. D. It is a table of Laws of the Brother
hood, meaning, of course, the Brotherhood of the Golden and Rosy Cross, or the Rosi
crucian Order. These will undoubtedly prove most interesting to all Rosicrucians and all 
interested in Rosicrucianism. Naturally, such rules and regulations adopted by the 
Rosicrucians centuries ago have been modified to meet changing conditions, or rescinded, 
but fundamentally most of the Order’s rules today are the same as those of centuries ago.

LAWS OF THE BROTHERHOOD, AS PUBLISHED BY 
SINCERUS RENATUS (1710 A. D.)

I. The Brotherhood shall not consist 
of more than sixty-three members.

II. The initiation of Catholics shall 
be allowed, and one member is prohibit
ed to question another about his belief.

III. The ten years’ office of the Rosi-
The  crucian Imperator shall be abolished,
Rosicrucian and he shall be elected for life.
Digest IV. The Imperator shall keep the ad-
June dress of every member on his list, to
1935  enable them to help each other in case

of necessity. A list of all n a m e s and 
birthplaces shall likewise be kept. The 
eldest brother shall always be Impera
tor. Two houses shall be erected at 
Nurenberg and Ancona for the period
ical conventions.

V. If two or three brethren meet to
gether, they shall not be empowered to 
elect a new member without the permis
sion of the Imperator. Any such election 
shall be void.
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VI. The young apprentice or brother 
shall be obedient unto death to his 
master.

VII. The brothers shall not eat to
gether except on Sundays, but if they 
work together they shall be allowed to 
live, eat, and drink in common.

VIII. It is prohibited for a father to 
elect his son or brother, unless he shall 
have proved him well. It is better to 
elect a stranger so as to prevent the Art 
becoming hereditary.

IX. Although two or t h r e e  of the 
brethren may be gathered together, they 
shall not permit anyone, whomsoever it 
may be, to make his profession to the 
Order unless he shall have previously 
taken part in the Practice, and has had 
full experience of all its workings, and 
has, moreover, an earnest desire to ac
quire the Art.

X. When one of the brethren in
tends to make an heir, such an one shall 
confess in one of the churches built at 
our expense, and afterwards shall re
main about two years as an apprentice. 
During this probation he shall be made 
known to the Congregation, a n d  the 
Imperator shall be i n f o r m e d  of his 
name, country, profession, and origin, to 
enable him to despatch two or t h r e e  
members at the proper time with his seal 
to make the apprentice a brother.

XI. When the brethren meet they 
shall salute each other in the following 
m a n n e r:—The first shall say, Ave 
PraterI The s e c o n d  shall answer. 
Roseae et Aureae. Whereupon the first 
shall conclude with Crucis. After they 
have thus discovered their position, they 
shall say one to another, Benedictus 
Dominus Deus noster qui dedit nobis 
signum, and shall also uncover their 
seals, because if the name can be falsi
fied the seal cannot.

XII. It is c o m m a n d e d  that every 
brother shall set to work after he has 
been accepted in our large houses, and 
has been endowed with the Stone (he 
receives always a sufficient portion to 
ensure his life for the space of sixty 
years). Before b e g i n n i n g  he shall 
recommend himself to God, pledging 
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himself not to use his secret Art to of
fend Him, to destroy or corrupt the em
pire, to become a tyrant through ambi
tion or other causes, but always to ap
pear ignorant, invariably asserting that 
the existence of such secret arts is only 
proclaimed by charlatans.

XIII. It is prohibited to m a k e  ex
tracts from the secret writings, or to 
have them printed, without permission 
from the Congregation; also to sign 
them with the names or characters of 
any brother. Likewise, it is prohibited 
to print anything against the Art.

X IV . The brethren shall only be al
lowed to discourse of the secret Art in 
a well-closed room.

X V . It is permitted for one brother 
to bestow the Stone freely upon an
other, for it shall not be said that this 
gift of God can be bought with a price.

XV I. It is not permissible to kneel 
before any one, under any circum
stances, unless that person be a member 
of the Order.

XV II. The brethren s h a l l  neither 
talk much nor marry. Yet it shall be 
lawful for a member to take a wife if he 
very much desire it, but he shall live 
with her in a philosophical mind. He 
shall not allow his wife to practice over
much with the young brethren. With 
the old members she may be permitted 
to practice, and he shall value the 
honour of his children as his own.

XVIII. The brethren s h a l l  refrain 
from stirring up hatred and discord 
among men. They shall not discourse of 
the soul, whether in human beings, ani
mals, or plants, nor of any other subject 
which, however natural to themselves, 
may appear miraculous to the common 
understanding. Such d i s c o u r s e  can 
easily lead to their discovery, as occur
red at Rome in the year 1620. But if 
the brethren be alone they may speak 
of these secret things.

X IX . It is forbidden to give any por
tion of the Stone to a woman in labour, 
as she would be brought to bed prema
turely.

X X . The Stone shall not be used at 
the chase.



X X I. No person having the Stone in 
his possession shall ask a favour of any 
one.

X X II. It is not allowable to manufac
ture pearls or other precious stones 
larger than the natural size.

XX III. It is forbidden (under penal
ty of punishment in one of our large 
houses) that anyone shall make public 
the sacred and s e c r e t  matter, or any 
manipulation, coagulation, or solution 
thereof.

X X IV . Because it may happen that 
several brethren are present together in 
the same t o wn ,  it is advised, but not 
commanded, t h a t  on Whitsuntideday 
any brother shall go to that end of the 
town which is situated towards sunrise 
and shall hang up a green cross if he 
be a Rosicrucian, and a red one if he be 
a brother of the Golden Cross. After
wards, such a brother shall tarry in the 
vicinity till sunset, to s e e  if another 
brother shall come and h a n g  up his 
cross also, when they shall salute after 
the usual m a n n e r ,  make themselves 
mutually acquainted, and subsequently 
inform the Imperator of their meeting.

X X V . The Imperator shall every ten 
years change his abode, name, and sur
name. Should he t h i n k  it needful he 
may do so at shorter periods, the breth
ren to be i n f o r m e d  with all possible 
secrecy.

X X V I. It is commanded t h a t  each 
brother, after his initiation into the 
Order, shall change his name and sur
name, and alter his years with the 
Stone. Likewise, should he travel from 
one country to another, he shall change 
his name to prevent recognition.

X X V II. No b r o t h e r  shall remain 
longer than ten y e a r s  out of his own 
country, and whenever he departs into 
another he shall give notice of his de
stination, and of the n a m e  he has 
adopted.
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X X V III. No brother shall begin to 
work till he has been one year in the 
town w h e r e  he is residing, and has 
made the acquaintance of its inhabi
tants. He shall have no acquaintance 
with the professores ignorantes.

X X IX . No brother shall dare to re
veal his treasures, either of gold or sil
ver. to any person whomsoever; he 
shall be particularly careful with mem
bers of religious societies, two of our 
brethren having been lost, anno 1641. 
thereby. No m e m b e r  of any such 
society shall be accepted as a brother 
upon any pretence whatever.

X X X . While working, the brethren 
shall select persons of years as servants 
in preference to the young.

X X X I. When the brethren wish to 
renew themselves, they must, in the first 
place, travel through another kingdom, 
and a f t e r  their renovation is accomp
lished, must remain absent f r o m  their 
former abode.
X X X II. When brethren dine togeth
er, the host, in accordance with the con
ditions already laid down, shall en
deavour to instruct his guests as much 
as possible.

X X X III. The brethren shall assemble 
in our great houses as frequently as 
possible, and shall communicate one to 
another the name and abode of the 
Imperator.

X X X IV . The brethren in their trav
els shall have no connection nor conver
sation with women, but shall choose one 
or two friends, generally not of the 
Order.

X X X V . When the brethren intend 
to leave any place, they shall divulge 
their destination to no one, neither shall 
they sell anything which they cannot 
carry away, but shall direct their land
lord to divide it among the poor, if they 
do not return in six weeks.

X X X V I. A brother who is travelling 
shall carry nothing in oil, but only in 
the form of powder of the first projec
tion, which shall be enclosed in a metal
lic box having a metal stopper.

X X X V II. No brother should carry 
any written description of the Art about 
him, but should he do so, it must be 
written in an enigmatical manner.

X X X V III. Brethren who travel, or 
take any active part in the world, shall 
not eat if invited by any man to his
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table unless their host has first tasted 
the food. If this be not possible, they 
shall take in the morning, before leaving 
home, one grain of our medicine in the 
sixth projection, after which they can 
eat without fear, but both in eating and 
drinking they shall be moderate.

X X X IX . No brother shall give the 
Stone in the sixth projection to strang
ers, but only to sick brethren.

XL. If a brother, who is at work with 
anyone, be questioned as to his position, 
he shall say that he is a novice and very 
ignorant.

XLI. Should a b r o t h e r  desire to 
work, he shall only employ an appren
tice in default of securing the help of a 
brother, and shall be careful that such 
an apprentice is not present at all his 
operations.

XLII. No married man s h a l l  be 
eligible for initiation as a brother, and 
in case any brother seeks to appoint an 
heir, he shall choose some one unen
cumbered by many friends. If he have 
friends, he must take a special oath to 
communicate the secrets to none, under 
penalty of punishment by the Imperator.

XLIII. The brethren may take as an 
apprentice anyone they have chosen for 
their heir, provided he be ten years old. 
Let the person make profession. When 
the permission of the Imperator is ob
tained, whereby anybody is really ac
cepted as a member, he can be consti
tuted heir.

XLIV . It is c o m m a n d e d  that a 
brother who by any accident has been 
discovered by any prince, shall sooner 
die than initiate him into the secret: and 
all the other brethren, including the Im
perator, shall be obliged to venture 
their life for his liberation. If, by mis
fortune, the prince remain obstinate, 
and the brother dies to preserve the 
secret, he shall be declared a martyr, a 
relative shall be received in his place, 
and a monument with secret inscriptions 
shall be erected in his honour.

XLV . It is commanded that a new 
brother can only be received into the 
Order in one of the churches built at

our expense, and in the presence of six 
brethren. It is necessary to instruct him 
for three months, and to provide him 
with all things needful. Afterwards he 
must receive the sign of Peace, a palm- 
branch, and three kisses, with the words 
— "Dear brother, we command you to 
be silent." After this, he must kneel be
fore the Imperator in a special dress, 
with an assistant on either side, the one 
being his magister, and the other a 
brother. He shall then say:— “I, N. N., 
swear by the eternal and living God not 
to make known the secret w h i c h  has 
been communicated to me (here he up
lifts two fingers) to any human being, 
but to preserve it in concealment under 
the natural seal all the days of my life: 
likewise to keep secret all things con
nected therewith as far as they may be 
made known to me; likewise to discover 
nothing concerning the position of our 
brotherhood, neither the abode, name, 
or surname of our Imperator, nor to 
shew the Stone to anyone: all which I 
promise to preserve eternally in silence, 
by peril of my life, as God a n d  His 
W ord may help me.”

Afterwards his magister cuts seven 
tufts of hair from his head and seals 
them up in s e v e n  papers, writing on 
each the name and surname of the new 
brother, and giving them to the Impera
tor to keep. The next day the brethren 
proceed to the residence of the new 
brother, and eat therein without speak
ing or saluting one another. When they 
go away, however, t h e y  must say, 
"Frater Aureae (vel Roseae) Cruets 
Deus sit tecum cum perpetuo silentio 
Deo promisso et nostrae sanctae con- 
gregationi." This is done three days in 
succession.

XLV I. When these three d a y s  are 
passed, they shall give some gifts to the 
poor, according to their intention and 
discretion.

XLVII. It is forbidden to tarry in 
our houses longer than two months to
gether.

XLVIII. After a c e r t a i n  time the 
brethren shall be on a m o r e  familiar 
footing with the new brother, and shall 
instruct him as much as possible.
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X LIX . No b r o t h e r  need perform 
more t h a n  three projections while he 
stays in our large house, because there 
are certain operations which belong to 
the magisters.

L. The brethren shall be called, in 
their conversation with each other, by 
the name they received at their recep
tion.

LI. In presence of strangers t h e y  
shall be called by their ordinary names.

LII. The new brother shall invariably 
receive the n a m e  of the brother then 
last deceased; and all the brethren shall 
be obedient to these rules when they 
have been accepted by the Order, and 
have taken the oath of fidelity in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christus,

V V V

R E A D  T H E  R O S I C R U C I A N  F O R U M

^  • - -  - ---- .

ANCIENT SYMBOLISM
7

Man, when conscious of an eternal truth, has ever symbolized It so that the 
human consciousness could forever have realization of it. Nations, languages, 
and customs are changed, but these ancient designs continue to illuminate man
kind with their mystic light. For those who are seeking light, each month we 
will reproduce a symbol or symbols, with their ancient meaning.

THE HEART, CHALICE, DOVE AND ARROWS

Again we have a composite symbol with a mul
tiple meaning. The cup or chalice in the mystical 
sense alludes to the fullness of life, the richness and 
joys of living. Above the cup is suspended the 
heart, emblematic of the emotions and sentiments 
which are required to temper life and guide it from 
sensuous paths. The cross seen upon the heart in
dicates that spiritual interests must keep man's 
emotions within their proper bounds. The dove, as 
usual, alludes to purity and ascending consciousness. 
In this symbol the dove depicts the true life, the 

ideal of purity and the desire to raise the consciousness to a lofty plane. 
The arrows represent temptation striking at the very soul of man and 
which he must resist regardless of the torture and torment such re
sistance affords. The theological interpetation of this latter element

a_____
V f

k

3 ot the symbol is found in 2 Timothy III:12.L>, 'And M 
all that will live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution."

■c

5
a
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This series of articles dealing with symbolism will be published later on in a small pamphlet or 
book. Members need not mutilate their magazines, therefore, by cutting these articles out and pre
serving them in a scrapbook.
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Are You Seeking Secret Wisdom?
DO YOU WISH TO ADVANCE MORE RAPIDLY IN 

YOUR STUDIES AND PRACTICES?

By T h e  Im perator

V V V

A M  S U R E  that 
the average mem
ber in our organi
zation will answer 
“yes” to the ques
tions presented at 
the h e a d of this 
article. Every sin
cere a n d  earnest 
s t u d ent of Rosi- 
crucianism is anxi
ous to contact that 
indefinable, mys
terious, secret “ in

ner circle” of wisdom which he has 
been led to believe exists somewhere in 
the world, and very likely in association 
with an organization such as AM ORC. 
And, of course, every earnest student is 
anxious to make the most rapid ad
vancement possible. Time seems to be 
the one element that most students are 
anxious to overcome.

But because the earnest student does 
desire such rapid advancement and is 
anxious to make a contact with any 
inner secret circle that may exist, he is 
more susceptible than anyone else to the 
misleading claims and false pretenses of 
the tempter. I believe, therefore, it is
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my duty to call the attention of our 
members to c e r t a i n  possibilities and 
probabilities that may confront them 
from time to time in connection with 
their work in the Order. I especially 
recommend the reading of this warning 
to our members who are affiliated with 
chapters and lodges where they come in 
contact with many of our members, and 
where they are easily reached by visit
ors or inquirers who purposely contact 
our members with the sole motive of 
trying to lead them astray.

The situation reminds me somewhat 
of an incident that occurred in W ash
ington, D. C., not many months ago. A 
great conclave was being held for two 
days in the capital city for the purpose 
of discussing various plans for universal 
peace. Men and women from all parts 
of America had journeyed to the city, 
and were to be assembled in a forum 
there for one purpose only— the pro
mulgation of universal p e a c e .  Since 
each person who w e n t to considerable 
trouble a n d  expense to be present at 
these meetings was an enthusiast re
garding peace, each was more suscept
ible than the average human being to 
the temptations that schemers might in-
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vent. Therefore, there were among the 
earnest and sincere ones a large number 
of representatives of communistic, radi
cal movements who skillfully, diploma
tically, and insidiously presented their 
ideas and plans a n d  hoped to draw 
some of the sincere lovers of peace into 
the intrigues of nefarious propaganda.

Since the A M O RC has been recog
nized in North America for ten or more 
years as the largest, most active, and 
most conservative organization of mys
tical students ever maintained in the 
Western World, various questionable 
organizations, and various representa
tives of the shady or darker principles 
of life have spent many sleepless nights 
and exerted much energy in devising, 
planning, and trying to carry out vari
ous schemes for c o n t a c t i n g  the 
AM O RC members, and cleverly divert
ing the attention of these sincere seek
ers from the straight and narrow path 
to highly colored, intriguing by-paths. 
In our investigations of this matter, and 
in the reports that have come to us 
throuqh the fine workers who represent 
the Militia of our organization, we have 
gathered together a large file of inter
esting correspondence, and printed cir
culars issued and mailed by various in
dividuals and organizations attemptinq 
to break into the ranks of the AM ORC 
members.

The average member of AM ORC 
would smile if he could read some of 
these letters and this literature, and see 
how stupidly and how foolishly some of 
these schemers have changed our mem
bers so far as human weaknesses are 
concerned. All of them have a very 
high regard for the enthusiasm of our 
members, and for the affluence, finan
cial power, business and social posi
tions, political possibilities, and other 
qualities possessed by our members, but 
they seem to think that many of our 
members are so enthusiastic in their 
search for secret wisdom and great 
knowledge that they are lacking in com
mon sense in regard to many things of 
importance.

W e know only too well how serious
ly all of our A M O RC members accept 
the act upon recommendations that we 
make in our lessons and monographs, 
or magazine articles. W e know from

long experience that when we recom
mend a book to our members several 
hundred of them buy copies of that 
book after they have r e c e i v e d  the 
recommendation, whether the recom
mendation appeared in The Rosicrucian 
Digest, The Rosicrucian Forum, or in 
letters and monographs. W e know that 
the book-buying potentialities of our 
members represent a very high com
mercial asset if it were to be turned 
wholly into commercial channels, and 
advantage taken of the faith our mem
bers have in our recommendations. But 
do not make the mistake of thinking 
that we here at Headquarters are the 
only ones who realize this potential 
commercial possibility. Every large and 
small publisher of so-called occult or 
mystical books in North America or 
Europe seems to realize it also, and 
every promoter of a scheme or plan or 
investment proposition seems to learn of 
it sooner or later, and immediately at
tempts to devise ways and means of 
taking advantage of the faith which our 
members have in our integrity and sin
cerity. For this reason they not only 
boldly write to us from time to time and 
offer us personal or organization com
missions and bonuses if we will enthus
iastically recommend something t h a t  
they have to sell, but t h e y  try every 
method possible of an underhanded na
ture to secure the names of our mem
bers, or our mailing list in part or in 
whole, or the names of our members at 
any one of the chapters or lodges so 
that they may circularize them and pre
tend to be doing so with our permission 
and indorsement. Books of every con
ceivable kind, and pamphlets of every 
size and shape are sent to us with the 
assurance that the book is something 
that the AM O RC members must have 
if they would succeed in their studies, 
and that we will be doing our members 
an enormous favor by recommending it. 
In fairness to all publishers we read 
every book that is sent to us that ap
pears to be of interest, and we have it 
carefully analyzed by a number of our 
executives. Our great problem has al
ways been to find a book that we could 
honestly and sincerely recommend no 
matter who published it or what its 
price might be. Each time we find such 
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a book we recommend it, and of course 
our members know that we have no way 
of determining just how many of these 
books are sold, nor do we attempt to 
control the sale, and in no case has any 
commission or benefit of any kind been 
given to AM ORC, or any of its officers 
for such recommendations. It is for this 
reason that we h a v e  recommended a 
score or more of good books in recent 
years which were published by various 
reliable companies in various parts of 
the world, and have not attempted in 
any way to limit our recommendations 
of books to the books which we publish 
ourselves. Our members will probably 
recall that in the early monographs of 
the first degrees where we want to care
fully direct our members in their supple
mentary reading, we recommend books 
that are not our own books, but which 
can be secured in a library or bought at 
bookstores. W e are not biased in re
gard to our own publications. There are 
many good books that have been pub
lished in the past, some that are being 
published now, and undoubtedly others 
that will be published in the future that 
are just as good, if not much better, 
than any book that we have published 
of our own.

W e know also from the vast amount 
of correspondence coming to us e a c h  
month that there are thousands of our 
members who are seeking s o m e  safe, 
conservative form of investment. These 
members write to us and say that they 
have a sum of money in the bank, or in
vestment in some other negotiable form, 
or have just received as an inheritance 
or gift a sum of money, and wish to in
vest it exclusively upon o u r  recom
mendation. Members of l o d g e s  and 
chapters have boasted in the past they 
have written to us for such investment 
information, and of course the financial 
and social standing of th e  average 
member of A M O RC is such as to help 
create the idea that many members in 
our organization have sums of money, 
or could secure sums of money for in
vestment. That information has gradu
ally found its way to the minds of 
s c h e m e r s  and pretenders of various 
classifications. They would like to con
tact our members with one or more of 
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their questionable, fraudulent, or honest 
propositions. They have written to us 
and urged us to cooperate in such in
vestment recommendations by offering 
us not only bonuses but a continuous 
profit-sharing interest in their plans, if 
we will promote their scheme and re
commend them. Every member who 
has been in our organization for a year 
or more, and has looked into this mat
ter, or has written to us about invest
ments, knows that invariably we advise 
our members not to invest without ex
cellent guidance on the part of their 
bankers, or the recommendation of some 
very close and dependable friendly at
torney. Never have we made a single 
recommendation of any kind to those 
who want to invest, and never in this 
history of our organization have we 
recommended that a member invest a 
single dollar in the general funds of
AM ORC.

W e know that there are at least five 
thousand of our members at the present 
time who would enthusiastically and 
joyfully invest sums from five thousand 
to fifty thousand dollars in our general 
funds if we merely suggested it. In fact, 
nearly every one of these persons would 
say that they considered it a privilege 
to assist A M O RC in this manner, and 
they would ask for only a nominal 
dividend or i n t e r e s t  rate. So far 
AM ORC has created its various funds 
solely through the personal investment 
of the four or five officers who consti
tute the directing board of the organi
zation, and through a careful manage
ment of the organization so that its in
come affords a small margin of con
tribution to the regular funds for the 
perpetuity of the organization and the 
meeting of its emergencies. Every inch 
of ground occupied by the Order at 
Rosicrucian Park or elsewhere through
out North America is fully paid for, and 
free of mortgages or leins. Every one 
of the twelve units of buildings at Rosi
crucian Park is fully paid for and free 
of debt, and every instrument, device, 
piece of equipment and asset within the 
buildings is free of indebtedness. The 
organization has no outstanding loans, 
no shares of stock, no bonds, and is per
fectly solvent in every financial sense. 
AM O RC has demonstrated in the past



twenty-five years in its own affairs as 
an organization the soundness of the 
principles it teaches, and it has demon
strated the soundness of these principles 
in the lives of at least ten thousand of 
its members.

Schemers of various kinds have per
sistently made suggestions to the su
preme officers that special funds be 
created through solicitations f o r  the 
purpose of carrying out some so-called 
humanitarian plan or beneficent move
ment. Hundreds of these schemers have 
suggested that if A M O RC would ask 
for only five dollars from each one of 
its members who could donate such a 
sum, a huge fortune could be collected 
almost overnight, and that this sum of 
money could be used in promoting 
something or other that would be of 
benefit to humanity, and at the same 
time help the organization. All of us 
are well enough trained in business 
methods to understand the potential 
possibilities of such plans. That we have 
not made such solicitations among our 
members is not due to our ignorance of 
the possibilities, or our ignorance of the 
commercial value of our recommenda
tions or solicitations. It has simply been 
a sacred and binding rule with each one 
of the directors of AM O RC that no 
money should ever be solicited from our 
members except for some special pur
pose wholly devoted to the Order and 
without personal profit to a single in
dividual in the Order or outside of it.

When we asked our members a year 
ago to make donations toward the es
tablishment of a science building here 
at Rosicrucian Park, it was the first 
such solicitation that we had ever made 
to our general membership. For twenty 
years or more we have refrained from 
making such a solicitation for the simple 
reason that we did not need the money 
in our general funds for we had nothing 
which we wished to create that would 
be of general benefit to all of the or
ganization, and therefore warrant the 
voluntary support of e v e r y  member. 

The  The response to the science building
Rosicrucian solicitation was so overwhelmingly gen- 
Digest erous that no second call or solicitation
June was ever made, and those who wrote
1935  and offered to send their donations

later in another year or two were ad
vised that their money w o u l d  not be 
needed, and that no sacrifice or incon
venience on the part of any member was 
necessary inasmuch as the fund had 
been completely and totally provided by 
those who could contribute easily and 
without the slightest inconvenience. W e 
know that if a cleverly worded call 
were sent to all of our members inti
mating that the organization n e e d e d  
large sums of money to save it from dis
integration, from losing its dignified 
position, or to lift it out of an embar
rassing predicament, an astonishing sum 
could be raised within ten days. In fact, 
we would need to accept only the sums 
of money that have been offered us as 
loans or investments at six per cent.

But we also know that rather than 
sell our souls, so to speak, with any 
such unwarranted statements or preten
sions. we would rather sacrifice every
thing that we personally possess, and 
each one of us associated with Head
quarters raise the money individually 
and through outside channels. The time 
may come when such a call to our mem
bers may be issued in truth and in sin
cerity, and we rest happy in the knowl
edge that when that time comes, if ever, 
the response will be magnanimous and 
prompt. But until then we give all we 
have to give to each member alike and 
ask from each one alike the established 
contribution of two dollars a month. It 
is said that today the A M O RC is the 
highest priced school or system of meta
physics and philosophical unfoldment 
and training because it calls for an ex
penditure of twenty-four dollars a year 
on the part of each member. W e are 
proud of that statement and do not look 
upon it as a criticism. Many who make 
the statement hope to create a deroga
tory impression, but they are paying us 
a compliment. The AM ORC gives to 
its members more than any other similar 
organization or movement, and it is con
stantly adding to what it gives to its 
members, and it wants to be known as a 
highly successful, self-supporting, inde
pendent, and wholly fair system in its 
financial and business activities as it is 
in its teachings and philosophical ideas. 
You do not do injury to the reputation

One Hundred Eighty-eight



of the Chickering and Steinway pianos 
when you say that they are the most 
expensive pianos on the market. To 
thinking p e r s o n s  such a statement 
would convey a compliment and a re
commendation.

But there are other insidious cam
paigns being carried on intended to de
ceive and mislead our members in a 
manner that is difficult for us to pre
vent. Many of the rules and regulations 
contained in our Grand Lodge Statutes 
and in the rules and regulations for 
chapters and lodges are intended to 
protect the individual members, as well 
as the organization itself against these 
insidious and deceitful schemes.

First of all, there is the one who is 
influenced by arguments and misleading 
impressions to believe that he has met 
somewhere in the outer field a great 
master, teacher, a great leader, a great 
thinker, or a great expounder of Cosmic 
laws and principles. His enthusiasm 
based u p o n  false pretenses is fanned 
into a fire of zealousness, a n d  he is 
urged to visit a lodge or chapter and 
tell others about this great teacher or 
this great master, and to invite other 
A M O RC members to private classes, 
secret meetings, a n d  exclusive assem
blies. Often with honest sincerity these 
newer members actually solicit among 
our other members a n d  try to tempt 
them into attending such private classes 
with the claim that more rapid advance
ment can be made, and that higher 
teachings can be secured and much time 
eliminated in the mastership of Cosmic 
and m y s t i c a l  principles. Inevitably 
these small groups thus formed in var
ious cities gradually attempt to have the 
AM O RC m e m b e r s  withdraw from 
AM ORC, or divide their loyalty and 
interest, and finally support the self- 
acclaimed teacher or master with large 
donations but without regular fees.

Then there is the new member who 
believes that he has some knowledge 
that is greater than that possessed by 
AM ORC, and he s e c r e t l y  solicits 
among other newer members, and re
commends that they form "a secret 
circle" for the study of Rosicrucianism, 
and his special knowledge which he has 
accumulated from various sources. He 
proceeds to hold meetings in someone's
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home, or in a small room, and binds his 
followers to great secrecy, and gradu
ally weans them a w a y  from their 
AM ORC connections o n l y  to leave 
them stranded after a year’s study with 
far less knowledge t h a n  they would 
have gained if they had remained stead
fast in their Rosicrucian studies.

Then there is the one who whispers 
that he has discovered that there is an 
“inner circle” in the AM ORC, and that 
he has contacted it and can lead them 
to it. He ventures the opinion that if 
ten, fifteen, or twenty will join with him 
in following out some strange, mystical 
ceremonies and complying with certain 
conditions, they will be recognized by 
some invisible masters as part of an in
ner circle, or taken into th e  group of 
students that will be guided by a great 
worldly master who is soon to come into 
their community. Here again the fol
lowers are misled and relieved of sums 
of money large or small over a period 
of time, and they suddenly realize that 
they have been gaining nothing and 
simply encouraging a scheme of decep
tion.

To all of our members we would say, 
therefore, beware of these deceivers. 
There is no inner circle of Rosicrucian
ism, or of t h e  AM ORC, except that 
circle of members who are in the high
est grades. As th e  members advance 
from the l o w e r  grades to the higher 
ones the circle of members becomes 
more exclusive, more esoteric, more pro
found, and mystical. There is no secret 
circle in the Rosicrucian Order, or con
nected with it. Every m e m b e r  in the 
lower grades, or any grade who studies 
diligently and follows the prescribed 
lessons a n d  l e c t u r e s  as issued by 
AM O RC will gradually reach every 
circle of instruction and every branch 
of our work without difficulty. Those 
who want to advance more rapidly than 
the regular course prescribes will find 
that they are defrauding themselves if 
they attempt to reach the higher grades 
or the teachings contained in the high
er grades by joining s o m e  private, 
secret circle or group which holds its 
meetings outside of the chapter rooms 
or away from the lodge rooms, and 
under the leadership of some person not 
officially appointed by A M O RC to 
conduct such meetings.
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AM O RC is exerting every possible 
effort to make its lessons and mono
graphs, and its graded course of in
struction, just as brief as it can be 
made, consistent w i t h  proper inner 
d e v e l o p m e n t  and unfoldment. The 
course of study is not l i k e  something 
that requires only mental comprehension 
or intellectual understanding. It is like 
the study of music or art or engineering, 
or any one of the other great arts. 
There must be a certain amount of inner 
unfoldment and progress keeping pace 
with the mental comprehension. If the 
reading a n d  studying of the lectures 
goes on more rapidly than the practice 
of the principles, there is n o t h i n g  
gained. If the attempt to practice is 
pushed beyond the lectures and lessons 
that pertain to such principles, the stu
dent bungles in his work and deals with 
laws that he does not understand and 
is sure to become a failure as a student.

The only safe procedure is for our 
members to keep in mind the fact that 
unless the individual, or the plan, or the 
special group is recommended or ad
vised in The Rosicrucian Digest, it is 
not official. Unless the book that some
one is attempting to sell you as a part 
of the Rosicrucian teachings is recom
mended in The Rosicrucian Digest, or 
The Rosicrucian Forum, or some of our 
official literature, it is not an official 
recommendation. Unless the investment 
or the financial procedure recommended 
by some member is a p p r o v e d  by 
A M O RC in the printed pages of its 
magazines, it is not an official recom
mendation, a n d  immediately is to be 
suspected and investigated. Unless a 
public meeting, a special lecture, or 
some other outside feature is recom
mended and announced in your lodge 
or chapter by the Master, or is an
nounced in our literature a n d  maga
zines, it is not an official affair, and 
should be avoided.

And remember that AM O RC does 
not appoint secret teachers in any chap
ter or lodge to form little classes to meet 
in homes or elsewhere, and give higher 
or new teachings to a few of the mem

bers under p r o m i s e  of keeping the 
matter secret from all other members. 
If anyone proposes such a plan to you, 
you should report it immediately to the 
master or officers of y o u r  chapter or 
lodge or to th e  Supreme Secretary. 
There are no secret, mysterious, affili
ated bodies, or g r o u p s  belonging to 
AM ORC, and there are no investment 
schemes, book-buying propositions, gold 
mines, silver mines, or other things be
ing sponsored by AM ORC, indorsed by 
AM ORC, or recommended to AM ORC 
members. Report all such stories, such 
glamorous offerings, to y o u r  superior 
officers at once and help us to protect 
the good name of AM ORC, and the 
best interests of its members, and to de
feat the schemers who write to one an
other saying, "If we could only get hold 
of some of the AM O RC members, or 
their mailing list, and lead some of them 
astray far enough to start a rival group, 
or a new plan, we could make money 
out of their faith and honest beliefs, and 
make a lot of it quickly.” One s u c h  
schemer promoting a g r e a t  religious 
movement throughout the United States 
and posing as a world-known spiritual
ized being, b e y o n d  criticism or re
proach, recently wrote a letter over his 
own signature in confidence to one of 
his co-workers in which he said, "All 
that we need to do is to get our hands 
on the l i s t  of members of AM ORC, 
and then we can build up our organiza
tion overnight, because of their faith in 
what A M O RC says.” Such things as 
this we have h e a r d  and read many 
times, and if our members were aware 
of the plots and plans that are being 
conceived for them, they would coop
erate with us in preventing any whisper
ing campaigns being carried on in the 
lodge rooms, or chapters, or elsewhere, 
and would see to it that the pretender, 
the solicitor, the one who is out of step, 
is made to realize the error of his ways, 
and the fact that the average member in 
AM ORC is not so gullible and not so 
easily influenced as to b e l i e v e  the 
rambling and elaborated claims so often 
presented.

V  V V
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SA N C T U M  M U SIN G S

WHAT IS CULTURE?

H E garden spots of 
o u r  e a r t h  a r e  
b a s k e d  in sun
shine, c a r e s s e d  
w i t h  soft winds, 
and bathed in re
f r e s h i n g  rains. 
Life so fortunate 
as to have exist
ence there is vig
orous. Each qual
ity of every genus 
and specie is fa
vored. The spiny, 

the repugnant, the graceful, the har- 
honious of color flourish alike, for they 
all participate in the beneficence of 
nature.

Nature considers no quality that is 
natural to a thing as more worthy of 
her attentions. All that which comes 
within her touch prospers or dies. If in 
its struggle for survival it strengthens 
its qualities, to the law of existence must 
go the credit for such special develop
ment—not to any preconceived ideal as 
to what was the best. In nature the 
highest good in a thing attains that 
state by elimination in the conquest 
with environment, not by estimation of 
the probable good and cultivation to
ward that end. Where environment 
favors the existence of a thing, all the 
inherent elements of its nature will 
prosper.
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Such, however, is not culture, for 
who can say under such circumstances 
which of the many qualities of a thing 
will predominate? Nature is not con
cerned with the eventual supremacy of 
a quality of a thing, for nature does not 
cultivate her progeny; she but nurtures 
them. Culture, consequently, reflects in
telligence, for those qualities which are 
said to be cultured have been intention
ally selected with an end in view. The 
same care and attention shown all the 
qualities of a thing alike develops them, 
and their relationship to each other re
mains the same.

Culture, therefore, must begin by a 
determination of those qualities to be 
developed or refined. W hat shall man 
cultivate? W hat criterion can he possess 
which will aid him in ascertaining those 
qualities of his being worthy of special 
consideration? You may turn to tradi
tion and custom, but they are not satis
factory. History reveals the fall of com
plex states which were confident of 
their culture, but which very culture 
contributed to their ruination. Such 
calamities w e r e  either the result of a 
culture imposed upon individuals by the 
artificial intelligence created by society, 
the state which was not n a t u r a l  to 
them, or due to the individuals' faulty 
estimation of the qualities of their na
ture to be developed. The culture of 
society must be the personal culture of



the individual, not an arbitrary and leg
islated one foreign to the nature of the 
individual. C u l t u r e ,  consequently, 
starts with the individual.

It would seem that in any considera
tion of the human characteristics to be 
favored with special development we 
are admitting natural imperfections. It 
also appears as an attempt to improve 
upon the works thought to be confined 
to divine province. In fact, it is really 
neither. In aspiring to culture, one does 
not expect to add to his nature qualities 
of which he is not already possessed; 
he rather prefers to exercise certain 
ones more than others. He finds great 
delight in their special refinement.

Culture indicates in its very begin
ning a preference for personal powers. 
Such preference in the narrow sense is 
quite selfish. It is desire because it re
sults in a state of happiness or ecstasy 
which indifference to personal develop
ment cannot afford. The truly cultured 
disdain the lustful, the sensuous. Such 
disdain is not a hypocrisy, for t h e i r  
lives are examples of their contempt of 
extreme pleasures of the body and yet 
they are not ascetics. It is a realization 
of the insufficiency of the joys of the 
appetites and desires.

Every philosophy, w h e t h e r  of the 
Hedonists, Cyrenaics, or Epicureans, 
which has declared the highest good in 
life to be the pleasure of the senses, has 
also lamented that the pleasure so de
rived was in ratio to the irritation of 
the appetite or desire. With the lessen
ing of the latter, the former diminishes. 
Such pleasure is not lasting; it is not 
positive. It is provoked, and it finds its 
limit within the limit of its cause. It 
avails man little to develop these ap
petites or desires, for such development 
can at its b e s t  be slight, for they are 
confined to the organic nature of man.

To develop a taste for special viands 
does not lengthen the period of gratifi
cation of the appetite. The pleasure that 
comes from appeasing it is not prolong
ed by foods which are more palatable 
than others. They but stimulate the de
sire and q u i c k e n  the consumption, 
bringing the appetite to the point of 
gratification sooner. The satisfaction of 
man’s appetites is to be had in Q U A N 
TITY, not quality. The choicest wines
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and most exquisite delicacies consumed 
by the gourmand actually add no great
er pleasure to the satisfaction of the na
tural appetite than does the eating of 
simple wholesome foods by the peasant. 
The difference in the t a s t e  of foods 
means a difference in the point of time 
in arousing the appetite to its greatest 
intensity. Where actual hunger may 
bring about a naturally intense appetite, 
spiced foods may arouse it sooner arti
ficially. The ecstasy of gratification is 
alone to be found in the assimilation of 
sufficient food to remove the desire.

The cultivation, therefore, of t h e  
elementary nature of man, is futile and 
must lead not to greater pleasure but a 
lessening of it because of a degeneracy 
of the appetites. The pleasure they af
ford is, obviously, secondary to their 
functional purpose. Man cannot add to 
their function, so he cannot add to the 
sensation which is produced by the ful
fillment of the function.

Man is inclined toward culture when 
the ideal is no longer sensual gratifica
tion, when the mind is keen, active, but 
sensitive to the finer emotions. Culture 
may fall into want or find itself there, 
but it does not first breed in an environ
ment w h i c h  deprives the body of its 
wants. Hereditary tendencies toward 
culture may be manifest in one whom 
fate deprived from birth of a sufficiency 
of the necessities, but in s u c h  an in
stance culture has not been acquired; 
it was born.

The pleasures of culture cannot com
pete with the pleasures of the body. 
Culture must begin when the body is at 
ease. It m u s t  gain its strength when 
the senses have been assuaged. When it 
has gained its stride it can a n d  does 
with ease relegate the passions to their 
order in man's nature. Man comes to 
realize the need for culture only when 
he h a s acquired sufficient wisdom to 
realize the futility of a search for last
ing happiness in bodily pleasures. Such 
a realization is not possible when the 
appetites gnaw at th e  consciousness, 
when every nerve fibre cries out for re
lief and the body dominates the mind. 
The satisfaction of one appetite and the 
neglect of another does not relieve the 
mind and permit it to be free from the 
sensations of desire. It is only when
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they are all relieved that thought may 
be free for o t h e r  pursuits. Culture 
comes only to those who have satisfied 
the appetites and met the needs of the 
body by an effort. The wresting from 
nature of the means to meet physical re
quirements, and to satisfy fundamental 
instinctive urges, sharpens the wits and 
the mental faculties of man. It quickens 
the intellect and develops the reasoning 
powers. Such a mind becomes accus
tomed to the d a i l y  challenges of the 
world, and so not only reacts to envir
onment, becomes agitated by impulses 
foreign to it, but produces its own 
stimuli, the internal sensations of think
ing. It becomes pliable, sensitive, acute. 
Whereas it once responded only to the 
intense urges of the senses, and found 
its m o s t  pleasing sensations in their 
gratification, it n o w has developed a 
sensitivity to the emotions. These inner 
sensations of the instincts, the emotions, 
constantly provoke the reason. They 
cause a constant assembly and reassem
bly of antecedent experiences which 
conform to these immanent urges and 
bring about an idealization of them.

Such a mind through its development 
has found that with comparative ease it 
can bring into realization the ideals that 
the appetites engender in the conscious
ness. The pleasure, therefore, that such 
realization affords too quickly dimin
ishes. The ideal founded upon sensual 
things eventually becomes lacking in 
complexity, and consequently cannot be 
prolonged. But the subtle and f i n e r  
emotional impulses create, by the sen
sations they cause, such complex ideals 
as require m u c h  effort of body and 
mind to realize t h e m.  Being realized 
with difficulty, a n d  gradually, they 
abound in g r e a t e r  and more lasting 
pleasures.

That magic t o u c h  of the emotions 
which causes the sculptor to have the 
psychic desire to find or create in form 
a harmonious counterpart that can be 
realized through the sense of sight, cer
tainly contributes more to his ecstasy 
than he could by the realization of any 
sensual ideal.

The mind prepared for the impregna
tion of culture first experiences a rest
lessness, an irritation it cannot seem to 
lessen. The emotional impulses have not
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yet taken form. They merely agitate. 
The sensations are not pleasing; they 
irk. Not until they have been fashioned 
into an ideal, and the ideal is shaped 
into a complimentary form to be real
ized by the senses, do t h e y  please. 
These shapes, these outer forms, are the 
products of the c r e a t i v e  mind, the 
achievements of the arts and sciences.

The neophyte of culture, when con
scious of the mental restlessness, be
comes an introvert, and this introver
sion results in pride, pride of capabilities 
not before realized. Unconsciously, the 
one on the eve of a dawning of culture 
is compelled by his turbulent state of 
mind to direct his thoughts inward, to 
begin an actual, p e r h a p s  first, self
analysis. W e might term this, without 
becoming too abstruse, a consciousness 
of self-consciousness. The individual, 
though always having consciousness of 
his individuality, now seeks and desires 
to particularly express that individual
ity. Such a desire is pride.

Though we have shown t h a t  pride 
must precede culture, and we associate 
culture w i t h  humans, yet it is to be 
found in animals that are especially in
telligent. Their pride is identical in na
ture with human pride but on a lesser 
scale. The mind, not being solely oc
cupied with the demands of the senses, 
has found the opportunity for self-ap
preciation. Dogs and horses are noted 
to be proud of their achievements and 
pleasure from satisfaction of the pride 
apparently exceeds any sensual pleas
ure they might have.

Rudimentary p r i d e  is even to be 
found in primitive beings— aboriginals. 
Culture is n o t standardized. It is a 
state of mind rather than a degree of 
attainment. Thus the crude music and 
art of s o m e  barbarous people are as 
much the result of culture as the great 
exhibits of our modern art museums. 
The self-examination, the inner scrutiny 
of t h e dominant emotions responsible 
for the restlessness of spirit bring forth 
pride. The emotional sensations are in
terpreted: they are classified, and given 
an identity. If we think of these emo
tions as longings, we can readily com
prehend how the m i n d  will give the 
longing m e n t a l  form. It cannot, and 
will not, permit it to remain a mere sen
sation.



The e m o t i o n  sensations draw to 
themselves, when we concentrate upon 
them, memory sensations of a similar 
nature, which accompanied at some time 
an a c t u a l  empirical experience. This 
gives the sensations of emotion charac
ter, a nature which the mind can grasp. 
One who can define, for an example, 
such emotional sensations only in terms 
of music, has given those sensations the 
desire form of music. The pride centers 
upon that personal interpretation of the 
emotional sensation, for there is a re
cognition that it is the most prominent. 
Having made the selection of the out
standing qualification, the ego aspires 
to d i s p 1 a y it. The qualification is 
clothed by the imaginative processes of 
the mind in a form t h a t  composes an 
ideal. The ideal causes the selection of 
experiences, whose sensations will ap
proximate those of the emotion.

To use the analogy of one inclined 
toward music, the emotional u r g e  of 
that type can only be satisfied when an 
ideal has been formed, centered around 
music and which will arouse within the 
being sensations which are pleasing to 
and sooth the agitations of the emotion. 
The individual therefore realizes that in 
that channel alone is there to be found 
relief from the mental perturbation, and 
also the opportunity to e x p r e s s  the 
craving of personality. The i d e a l  is 
never finally attained, however, for it is 
not stationary, for before it can be real
ized as it was originally visualized, it 
has evolved and transcended its former 
nature.
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In giving any special qualification of 
o u r  emotional nature reign, we refine 
and develop it, namely, truly cultivate 
it. In endeavoring to create, without, a 
corresponding f o r m  to the ideal in 
which we have cloaked the qualifica
tion, we derive gratification, a continu
ous pleasure, but before it can reach its 
culmination the ideal has advanced and 
we must continue to approach it. Un
consciously all of our mental faculties 
and especially our imaginative powers 
are concentrated upon the end in view, 
the materializing and experiencing ex
ternally a condition or state which will 
be in harmony with the urge and ideal 
within. Such a combination makes for 
creation in the arts and sciences. The

faculties b e c o m e  capable of simply 
transcending each former ideal before 
it is completely realized.

There are no limitations to s u c h  
pleasures; unlike those of the appetites 
such pleasures are not dependent upon 
organic capacity or endurance. With 
sensual pleasures th e  ideal diminishes 
with the lessening of the craving, and 
the craving diminishes when the organic 
purpose has been fulfilled. These emo
tional impulses, however, are not re
lated to organic needs, and their excite
ment is as constant as the mind is cap
able of being sensitive to it. The pleas
ure is as constant as the mind is able 
to form ideals a n d  attempt to realize 
them.

It is not a mystery, therefore, that the 
really cultured never find life boresome 
or monotonous, but they do find it all 
too s h o r t  for attaining the eventual 
ideal— the one always just beyond the 
immediate.

There is oftentimes the attempt to 
link culture w i t h  morality, as though 
one were dependent u p o n  the other. 
Frequently, when an individual obvious
ly cultured is lacking in the established 
morals of society, there is cast by many 
a reflection upon his cultural attain
ment. There is absolutely no basis for 
this presumed relationship. True moral
ity proceeds from the individual and not 
from society. It, too, is founded purely 
upon the emotions and the personal de
cision and conviction as to what consti
tutes the mean of every act, what an ex
cess and what a deficiency.

Public morals are, as Hobbes has put 
it, an imposition of law. Whether per
sonal morals should coincide with those 
established by the state or religion is 
not a question for discussion here, but 
suffice it is to say that moral standards 
will not curtail the cultural ideal regard
less of what penalty the individual need 
pay society for his defiance of them. 
Though the truly cultured may there
fore have his vices, they are always so 
personal that t h e y  affect society but 
little except perhaps in violation of prin
ciple. Most all moral codes of society 
are directed toward a restraining of the 
natural passions and desires of the in
dividual in the interest of the weaker
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members of society. The really cultured, 
as we have indicated, finds his greatest 
pleasure in the ideal of the emotions, 
not the passions, therefore is less in
clined toward debauchery a n d  licen
tiousness. The salacious individual, re
gardless of outward appearances, is not 
cultured, for salaciousness requires a 
persistent sensual ideal which patently 
opposes the cultural one.

The cultured individual is quite fre
quently marked by his indifference to 
the definite provisions of religious or 
social morals, and it is in this alone that 
he may be termed immoral, rather than 
in actual excesses or deficiencies of con
duct.

Where the cultural ideal is the pro
mulgation of a moral philosophy, the 
circumstances are e n t i r e l y  different. 
There the realization of the ideal is de
pendent not only upon the actual estab
lishment of the moral code, but absolute 
abidance by its very letter. To fail to 
live the code one has established or as
sumed as his own is to fail to attain the 
personal cultural ideal. Where one has 
founded such a moral code and fails to 
abide by it, society is justified in adopt
ing an attitude of censure. The in
dividual in such an instance has him
self, by his own creation, linked culture 
with morality, but they are otherwise 
independent of each other.

Culture and civilization are not con
comitant. The f o r m e r  precedes the 
latter. W e may think of their order as, 
first the individual, then society, culture, 
and last civilization. W e are all too apt 
to judge a society which we do not con
sider civilized, as lacking in culture. 
This is due to the fact that we believe 
our culture, representative of our civil
ization, as T H E  C U L T U R E ,  and 
where it is absent, as no culture exist
ing at all.

W e previously have shown that cul
ture is on a graduated scale. The ideal 
evolves, but there is no eventual ideal to 
be attained by which we can declare all 
else which falls short of it an absence 
of culture. There are lesser degrees of 
culture. Whenever the elements of cul
ture are present, such as an ideal based 
upon the finer emotions, accompanied 
by the desire to express it in form, there 
is c u l t u r e ,  regardless of the form it 
takes.

Culture cannot be the effect of civili
zation, for the latter is the outgrowth of 
it. Every student of sociology knows 
that humans, though they may be by 
n a t u r e  gregarious, voluntarily bind 
themselves together because of common 
necessity, for as Hobbes in his treatise 
on political philosophy has stated, the 
strongest of men is at the mercy of a 
number of the weak if they are suffi
ciently organized, and no individual can 
be positive that by his own force and 
means he can protect his possessions. 
He needs also the guarantee of immun
ity from violation of his rights by some 
power greater than himself. Primarily, 
then, the cause of society is ignoble. It 
is selfish. The primitive societies are 
mainly devoted to preserving and pro
tecting what the individual has acquired 
by personal effort and sacrifice, and as
suring the individual his right to add to 
that already had. A successful society 
or state is m a r k e d  by that enforced 
order which protects the individual’s in
herent rights, and at the s a m e  time 
limits them for the interest of the whole. 
It is when this has been accomplished 
that the ideal of the state or society is 
transformed by a then changing ideal 
of the individual.

The average individual in a s o u n d 
state or society is capable under normal 
circumstances of easily satisfying the 
sensual ideal, satisfying the appetites 
and providing for the natural wants; it 
is then, as we have shown, that he be
gins to form the cultural ideal. This 
higher ideal becomes reflected in soci
ety. Civil pride develops. The power of 
the state’s capabilities as a unit of in
dividuals is felt, and is followed by the 
desire to realize them in form. Such a 
spirit manifests in public improvements, 
parks, art galleries, museums, conserva
tories of music, shrines, cathedrals; in a 
minor scale this is represented in every 
civilization of every age.

Civilization is to society like culture 
is to the individual—a higher idealism 
born from a dissatisfaction w i t h  the 
pleasures of a lower nature. It seeks the 
freedom of its intellectual powers from 
the slavery of necessity and the direc
tion of them into higher channels.

Civilization being dependent upon the 
cultural ideal of the individual, society
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is therefore only able to r e t a i n  any 
semblance of civilization while the in
dividual preserves a cultural ideal. If 
there is a decline of individual culture 
or deterioration of it, civilization cor
respondingly declines. History reveals 
that in the fall of great civilizations, the 
individual ideal had become perverted. 
The body, the appetites and passions, 
were again glorified. The final end of 
life once again became sensual pleasure. 
The consiousness became coarsened, in
capable of sensitivity to the higher and 
more delicate emotional impulses which 
are the basis of the cultural ideal.

W e must not presume that where a 
state of civilization exists, there is im
parted to all who are transplanted in 
such a state, culture. All who reside or 
are a part of a civilized state, do not, 
unfortunately, contribute to its civiliza
tion. It is k n o w n  and lamented that 
only the minority of any civilized soci
ety have brought about or even assisted 
in maintaining that civilization. Civiliza
tion falls when the minority who are in 
power lose their cultural aspect. The 
majority are never really cultured; they 
are but veneered. Their culture is an 
obligation imposed upon them by force 
of public opinion. It finds no actual 
response in their nature. Shear them of 
the impositions and restrictions of law 
and they s t a n d  naked in their lower 
idealism.

This is best experienced by their mis
use of culture, their attempts to divert 
it into channels that will satisfy their 
actual personal lower idealism, such as 
power, wealth, and fame. When they 
cannot in some manner convert the cul
ture which they must adopt by the dic
tates of society into a form that will 
bring satisfaction to their elemental na
ture, it proves irksome to t h e m  and 
is readily dropped, and they oppose it 
at every opportunity. Their opposition 
may assume the attitude of unwilling
ness to support it.

Witness the necessity of the state be
ing obliged to compel recognition and 
support of the c u l t u r a l  institutions, 
which really should inspire and win the 
loyalty of every individual of a civilized 
state. No civilization of the past has 
instilled, and none of the future can in
stil into the individual, culture. It can 
but provide means for the realization of 
the cultural ideal when and if the in
dividual has such an ideal. Our cultural 
institutions have never produced a cul
tured individual, for all of their tech
nique, where the individual has not been 
first personally motivated by a cultured 
ideal, deeply rooted to his finer emo
tions. A coarse leather cannot t a k e a 
high polish.

V V V

PLAN TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION —  JULY 14-20, 1935
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|  Every member of the Order in any degree or any department of the studies is very
| welcome to visit any of our branches in any city. The lodges and chapters maintain
= reading rooms, libraries, consultation rooms and other convenient arrangements whereby
= members may drop in during the day or evening for meditation, reading, consultation,
I or contact with other members. You do not have to be a member of these branches,
| chapters, or lodges in order to enjoy the privilege of the reading room, library, and
: other forms of contact with members or to benefit by the periods of rest and meditation.
1 You are always welcome at any of these branches. Consult the directory in the rear
I pages of this magazine and visit the other members whenever you have a little time
: to spare.
:
Q... ................................... 0
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W H ITH ER ?
The title given this splendid painting by the artist, Tom Mostyn, is most appropriate. The 

deep shadows and foreboding cliffs are representative of the unknown elements of existence 
and the almost unsurmountable obstacles we are compelled to overcome. In life, like in the 
scene of this painting, we are drawn onward by the vision of temples, temples of power, fame, 
wealth, honor, wisdom.

(Courtesy of Rosicrucian Digest.)



The 
World’s 
Mysteries 
Within Your 
Family 
Circle!

The w orld  is a t your fin g e rtip s  in the  peace and q u ie t o f your home. Free
dom  to  investiga te  the  unusual, to  study the  m ysteries o f the earth  now exists 
w ith in  the fr ie n d ly  a tm osphere  o f your home c irc le . For centuries those who 
open ly da red  to  s^udy the  natu re  o f G od , decla red  the  earth  round o r p robed 
the inner wc-kinqs o f the m ind, were scoffed  at, scorned and sub ject to  death . 
The th inker and seeker who had the  sincere desire  to  satisfy the  urge to  
'know " was o b lig e d  to  expose him self +o these abuses. No longer is this 

necessary. The Readers' Research A cadem y brings to  you in simple, in te rest
ing m anuscrip t fo r

Stonehenge. T h e  an
cient temple of an early 
brotherhood whose sec
rets o f  nature are g rad 
ually becoming known.

the  s ta rtling  disclosures o f the scientists who challenge 
obso lete  ideas, the suppressed teachings o f the 
m odern philosophers, and the  fasc ina ting  mysteries 
o f our universe. W ith in  the  d ig n ity  o f your home 
the  m em bers o f your fa m ily  may p a rtic ip a te  in 
the fasc ina ting  discussions which will arise from  the 
read ing  o f these unusual discourses. Select any 
series below  you wish. A nyone may receive them .

(No. 1) ARCA NE COSMOLOGY. Man hag always wondered 
about the Cosmic speck called earth. I s  the earth a  cell 
with life on its surface, o r  is it a great cell with life on 

its inside?  In other words,  have we a  cellular universe? Th is  new theory is  startl ing 
in its  revelation, complete with charts  and diagrams.

(No. 7) M Y ST ICA L B I B L E  IN ST RU CT IO N S. This  course reveals outstanding informa
tion. Did Christ  die on the c ro ss ?  The unknown facts  of  the periods of Christ ’s life. 
Was He a member of  a  secret brotherhood? Who were H is  s is ters  and brothers that 
are  referred to, etc., etc .?

(No. 5) M Y ST ICA L A D V E N T U R E S.  Do you feel there is something beyond the every
day life that casts  an influence over you?  Would you like to venture into the realm of 
psychic experience and phenomena? Th is  course will enchant you with its simplicity 
and interest.

There are  a  number of other courses available.  Two discourses of any course 
you select will be sent to you each month a s  long as  you desire them. When 
ordering, please do so by number, and send to addre ss  below. The courses 
are extremely  economical. Two large discourses sent each month for  only— Per Mo.

T H E  READERS’ RESEARCH ACADEM Y
R O SIC R U C IA N  P A R K , SA N  JO SE , C A L IFO R N IA , U. S. A.

Amen hotep IV, E g y p 
tian Pharaoh. One* of 
t h e  world 's  greatest 
m y s t i c s .  Head the 
course , “ Fa i th s  of  the 
W orld ."

Cellular C o s m o l o g y .  
The universe as a eell 
w ith  the earth as its 
center. Amazing  in its 
i n t e r e s t i n g  scientific 
facts. Can you refute 
i t?  Read about it.
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of France, 56 Rue Gambetta, Villeneuve 
Saint Georges, (Seine & Oise).

Switzerland:
AMORC Grand Lodge, August Reichel, 
F. R. C.. Gr. Sect., A v e n u e  d’Evian, 3, 
Lausanne.

Austria:
Mr. Many Cihlar, K. R. C., Grossekretar der 
AMORC, Laxenburgerstr, 75/9, Vienna, X. 

China and Russia:
The United Grand Lodge of China and Rus
sia, 8/18 Kavkazskaya St., Harbin, Man
churia.

Australia:
The Grand Council of Australia, S. L. S. 
Kowron, F.R.C., Grand Master, “Sandhurst," 
Quirk St., Dee Why, Sydney, N. S. W.

New Zealand:
Auckland Chapter, Attention Mr. C. D. Mill, 
Wakefield College, Palmerston Bldg., Queen 
St., Auckland.

England:
The AMORC Grand Lodge of Great Britain, 
Mr. Raymund Andrea. K.R.C., Grand Master, 
34 Baywater Ave., Westbury Park, Bristol 6. 

Dutch and East Indies:
W. J. Visser, Grand Master, Bodjong 135 
Semarang, Java.

Egypt:
The Grand Orient of AMORC, Houce of the 
Temple, M. A. Ramayvelim. F. R. C.. Grand 
Secretary, 26, Avenue Ismalia, Heliopolis. 

Africa:
The Grand Lodge of the Gold Coast, 
AMORC. Mr. William Okai, Grand Master, 
P. O. Box 424 Accra, Gold Coast, West 
Africa.

India:
The Supreme Council, AMORC, Calcutta. 
India.

The addresses of other foreign Gr and Lodges 
and secretaries will be furnished on application.



Faith H ealing
?
•

Does the pouring forth of the soul in 
silent prayer or anguished wail elicit the 
divine curative powers? Will the act of 
throwing oneself in humble faith upon the 
mercy of the Omnipotent effect a cure or 
relieve an ailment? Is faith the means of 
placing man in attunement with the higher 
forces, and is it all that is necessary to in
sure health, vitality, and longevity? Do you 
know how far man may go in exposing his 
body and mind to disease without suffering 
disaster by merely having FAITH in the 
goodness of Divinity? Is faith in divine 
healing a delusion, a state of self-deception 
that blinds the mind to the dangers of 

neglect? Millions today are followers of faith healing. Are they misin
formed or is it a subtle method of right living little understood?

This subject is daringly and forcefully presented in the gift book, Rosi- 
crucian Essays. It is but one of several subjects contained in this book of 
worthwhile articles. Each article is separate, complete, helpful, and authori
tatively written. This book is yours WITHOUT COST. Merely subscribe 
to “The Rosicrucian Digest" (this magazine) for 5 months for the small 
sum of $1.50, and this bonk will be given you complimentary—a real ad
dition to your library for future reference. Realize the value of this offer. 
You receive this magazine for five (5) months AND this fascinating book 
of essays.

Send your subscription today to the ad- „
dress below, and ask for your copy of Rosi- rKfcidi . . .
crucian Essays, which will be sent at once a  handsomely printed book
without cost. of essaY ?n *°Pics of healin8'cause or disease, treatments and 

other intimate subjects. For com
plete details of the importance 
of this gift book, read above.

~Jhe Rjosicruci&rr D igest

R O S I C R U C I A N  P R E S S .  L T D . ,  S A N  J O S E .  C A L I F O R N I A  
P R I N T E D  I N U S A



J\o3tcructan library
The following books are a few of several recommended because of the special knowledge they con

tain, not to be found in our teachings and not available elsewhere. Catalogue of all publications free 
upon request.

Volume II. ROSICRUCIAN PRINCIPLES FOR THE HOME AND BUSINESS.
A very practical book deal inf 

Well printed and bound in red
; with the solution of  health, financial, and business  problems in the home and office, 

silk, stamped with gold. Price $2.00 per  copy, postpaid.

Volume III. THE MYSTICAL LIFE OF JESUS.
A rare account of the Cosmic preparation, birth, secret studies,  mission, crucif ixion, and later life of the Great 

Master, from the records of the Essene and Rosicrucian Brotherhoods.  A book that is demanded in foreign lands 
a s  the most talked about revelation of J e s u s  ever made. Over 300 pages,  beautifully illustrated, bound in purple 
silk, stamped in gold. Price $2.25 per copy, postpaid.

Volume V. "UNTO THEE I GRANT . . ."
A strange book prepared from a secret manuscript found in the monastery of  Tibet. It Is filled w ith , most 

sublime teachings of  the ancient Masters of  the F a r  East .  The book has had many editions. Well printed with a t 
tractive cover. Price $1.25 per copy, postpaid.

Volume VI. A THOUSAND YEARS OF YESTERDAYS.
A beautiful story of reincarnation and mystic lessons. This  unusual book has been translated and sold  in many 

languages and universa lly endorsed. Welt printed and bound with attractive cover. Price 85c per copy, postpaid.

Volume VII. SELF MASTERY AND FATE, WITH THE CYCLES OF LIFE.
A new and astounding system of  determining your fortunate and unfortunate hours, weeks, months, and years 

throughout your life. No mathematics required. Better  than any system of numerology or  astrology. Bound 
In silk, stamped in gold. Price $2.00 per copy, postpaid.

Volume VIII. THE ROSICRUCIAN MANUAL.
Most complete outline of  the rules, regulations,  and operations of lodges and student work of the Order with 

many rating articles, t> io K 'r * t> h irexplanation*. and complete Dictionary «•* ***<$ word* \ rry
completely Illustrated. A nftctMlty to e v e r y  student who w l x F i e *  to progrrj* rapidly, and o  g u i d e  * * *  **«kera. 
Well printed and bound In silk, damped with gold. Price $2.00 per copy, postpaid.

Volume XI. MANSIONS OF THE SOUL, THE COSM IC CONCEPTION.
The complete doctrines of reincarnation explained. Th is  book makes reincarnation easily understood. Well il lus

trated, bound in silk, stamped in gold, ex tra  large. Price $2.20 per copy, postpaid.

Volume XII. LEMURIA— THE LOST CONTINENT OF THE PACIFIC.
The revelation of an ancient and long forgotten Mystic civilization. Fasc inating  and Intriguing. Learn how these 

people came to be swept from the earth. Know of their vast  knowledge, much of which is lost to mankind today. 
Well printed and bound, i llustrated with charts and maps.  Price $2.20 per copy, postpaid.

Volume XIII. THE TECHNIQUE OF THE MASTER.
The newest and most complete guide for  a ttain ing  the state of  Cosmic Consciousness. It is a masterful work on 

psychic unfoldment. Price $1.85 per copy, postpaid.

Send all orders for  books, with remittances, direct to R O S IC R U C IA N  S U P P L Y  B U R E A U ,  Rosicmeian Park, San Jose, Cal.
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