For the Student
At Home...
THIS MONTH’S SUGGESTION

THE MYSTIC LAMPS OF EGYPT
There is an old legend about the mystic temple lamps of Egypt.
It is: That because the lamps were hung in a sacred olace where
the prayers of men were offered and the powers of the gods in
voked, there was imparted to them, a strange influence, which

*

Only $4.00
T hose lumps are sulid
brass will* hammered und
tooled sy m b o lic d esigns.
They are typical o f lamps
used in the Orient for cen 
turies. Order by num ber.
(N o, 25 is the larger and
is priced at $4.25.)

affected the lives of all who came within the rays of light they
shed. A wish made while being touched by a ray of light from a
mystic temple lamp was thought t o come true. Thousands jour
neyed to the temples that had these ornate, strange lamps. We
relegate such beliefs today to bygone supersl itions, but we must
admire the splendid workmanship of these temple ana sanctum
lamps of Egypt. W e have obtained an assortment direct from
Cairo. Egypt. They are made of solid brass, elaborately designed,
containing symbolic and Arabic figures. They are similar to the
lamps made in Egypt for centuries. They will lend a superb mys
tic charm to your sanctum, library, den, or study room. These gen
uine Egyptian articles, crudely artistic in their workmanship, are
available to you in three different styles, each style similar to the
illustration shown on this page. The overall size of the lamps
vary in size from 8 to 13 inches. The numbers and prices of the
designs are: No. 18, $4.00: No. 20, $4.00; No. 25, $4.25. These
prices include the packing and shipping to you. They also make
excellent Christmas gifts. Order now while they are in stock.
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Down
Through
T he Ag es
Secret Laws
of Life
A
Create M o d ern Miracles
In Your Affairs
ODAY, as in the days of ancient Egypt,
Greece and Rome, there are those who
always succeed in the face of despair.
They stand out of the mass, not by their knowl
edge of the laws of the land, but because of
their knowledge of the laws of life.

THREE AIMS OF LIFE
There are three paramount aims we struggle
for in life. Most of us have some idea of what
they are, but few ever accomplish them. These
three objectives are:
PRESERVATION— To keep our body and
mind healthy.
AM BITION— To be successful. To gain some
of the luxuries that are placed here for man’s
disposal.
LOVE— to acquire the goodwill of our fellowman, the respect of our friends, and the affec
tion of those close to us.
Every M A N and W O M A N wants and needs
these. To struggle along in darkness and learn
through life’s hard knocks is a slow and tor
turous method. Troubles and problems arise
quickly; learn to overcome them at once.

KNOWING HOW
There is established a definite system of
COSMIC L A W S that governs every human ac-
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tion. Miracles are but the results of knowing
how to put into practice these Cosmic principles.
Why, therefore, suffer intolerable conditions?
W hy throw yourself upon chance and be blown
around like chaff in the wind when there is a
helpful method available?

ROSICRUCIAN TEACHINGS
The teachings of the Rosicrucians, mentioned
for centuries by all of the great writers of vari
ous times, have helped sincere students to make
what seemed miracles out of their personal af
fairs. If you can give a few minutes each day
to the study and application of principles that
will bring you untold happiness, then you are
ready to receive this most profound knowledge
of life that has come down through the ages.
Use the special coupon below and obtain a
copy of the FR EE SEALED BOOK which will
explain how you may obtain
the wonderful aid extended
by the Rosicrucians.
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THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATIONS
By THE IMPERATOR

HIS month I would
like to bring before
our members two
v e r y im p o rta n t
m a tters which I
think will answer
a g re a t d e a l of
correspon den ce
that has come to
us lately, and at
the s a m e tim e
serve to inform our
members generally
on two points that
are apparently of very wide interest.
The first matter is in regard to the
long-delayed Egyptian tour or journey
to Egypt arranged by the Imperator and
his wife for the near future. The first
tour of this kind was held in the Spring
of 1929, and was highly successful. In
fact, almost seventy-five per cent of
those who were on that first tour have
continuously expressed the desire to go
again, and the reports from the seventyfive or more who were part of that have
awakened a growing interest on the
part of our members throughout North
America, and we have b e e n asked
hundreds of times whether a second
tour could not be arranged and carried
out as successfully as the first one. On
several occasions during the past five
years, we have asked our members to
let us know whether such a second tour
was really desired and the replies have
been very enthusiastic. Such tours, of
course are not a part of the general
The
Rosicrucian activities of the organization, and it is
not incumbent upon the officers of
Digest
A M O R C to arrange, devise, or conduct
January
such tours. They always entail a vast
amount of correspondence, a g r e a t
1935

amount of clerical work in indexing,
filing, recording, and general super
vision, and throw a very heavy burden
and responsibility upon the Imperator
and his wife. There are certain very
direct and positive benefits, however, to
those members who can afford the
nominal expense and the time to go to
these distant points, and for that reason
only are we willing to consider another
such tour.
The tour now being contemplated
will include a complete Mediterranean
Cruise from New York and stopping at
a large number of the Mediterranean
ports for sightseeing in addition to the
visiting of a number of mystical places
where unusual mystical experiences will
be the rich reward o f the tourist. And
the trip will include, also, a number of
days in Palestine and Egypt with visits
to sacred and mystical shrines, as well
as a number of extraordinary and rare
treats in contacts with persons and
places seldom experienced by casual
tourists. The other benefits are those
resulting from daily and nightly contact
with members, and the occasional lec
tures and periods of instruction given
on shipboard and at other points by the
Imperator.
The one very great feature of the
entire trip, aside from meeting Rosicru
cian members in foreign lands and the
gathering of many valuable souvenirs
and mystical objects, is the very nomi
nal price which A M O R C will be able
to secure for the entire cost of the trip
from N ew York back to New York.
It is hoped that we can complete ar
rangements for such a trip to start
either in January or February of 1936,
but in order to do this it will be neces
Four Hundred Forty-four

sary to know as soon as possible ap
proximately how many members will be
able to take such a trip, and desire to do
so. The cost, including all traveling ex
penses, hotel bills, meals, and sightsee
ing trips, will be less than $750.00 and
may be as reasonable as $650.00. The
trip may last for sixty days, or a little
longer. Opportunities will be afforded
for members to return by w ay of a
special trip through Europe where they
may contact friends or relatives in some
European cities or countries. And those
who wish to may remain longer in
Europe and return on some other boat
for which their passage will be arranged
without additional expense for the re
turn sailing. Members in any grade of
the work who are in good standing in
the Order may participate in this tour
and wives, husbands, children, or par
ents who are not members may accom
pany a member and participate in every
thing but any secret sessions that may
be held for members only.
If you believe that you can take such
a tour and desire to do so, you are ad
vised to write a letter expressing your
desires and wishes, and address it pre
cisely in the following manner: "E g yp 
tian Tour Secretary, c /o A M O R C
Temple, Rosicrucian Park, San Jose,
California." D o not expect an immedi
ate answer to your letter, however, for
until we have read all letters received
and have worked out more details, we
will have nothing more to state in re
gard to the plans, but do not delay in
answering, for all letters will be num
bered and in the final arrangements
persons will be selected in accordance
with the serial numbers on their letters.
The second important matter to be
brought to your attention is the fact
that the Imperator and the officers of
A M O R C heartily endorse the T ow ns
end Old A ge Pension Plan as it is
popularly called. It is really more than
an old age pension plan, however, and
is one of the most brilliant, effective,
and wholly satisfying plans for N a
tional recovery, economic rehabilitation,
s o c i a l improvement, h u m a n ita ria n
achievement, and crime prevention that
any human being has proposed in this
North American country for m a n y
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years. Therefore, we urge all of our
members living within the United States
of America to give the utmost consid
eration to the Townsend Plan. In prac
tically every community a Townsend
club is being formed or is already active
and petitions are being circulated and
the signature of every person above six
teen or eighteen years of age is being
solicited. These petitions will in no
wise obligate the signers, and are mere
ly a recommendation that the plan be
nationally adopted. (Be sure, however,
that what you sign is such a petition,
and be sure to read it before you sign
it.) Give your moral support to the
Townsend Plan by talking about it and
boosting for it. Make inquiry where
you live and find out if there is a
Townsend club. The editors o f your
newspapers or some other organization
in your city can tell you. Investigate the
matter and read the literature that will
be given you. Remember this is not
merely a plan to look after those who
are too old to earn or provide for them
selves, but a plan for national recovery
by means of having several million
people, or seven or eight million people
spending goodly sums o f money each
month in their own behalf and at the
same time putting a large amount of
money into immediate circulation in
every business, industrial, professional
and social channel. It is not the money
that will be given to the old people that
will count so much as what they will
spend each month for necessities and
luxuries that will help to change the
economic c o n d i t i o n s in the United
States. It is, therefore, not simply a
humanitarian plan to help the aged in a
glorious way, but to put millions of dol
lars in circulation in every community,
for the more these elderly persons
spend, the more business will be helped,
and incidentally, the bank business will
be stabilized, credit will be improved,
crime will be lessened, and there will be
many other incidental benefits that will
take this country out o f its present
predicament.
Even though the plan is not perfect
in all o f its details, and even though
many incidental features must still be
evolved, there is only one way to bring
about these improvements and modifica

tions, and that is to start the plan work
ing, and that can be done quickly and
surely by the wholehearted cooperation
and indorsement of every man, woman,
and young person in the entire country.
A M O R C is as happy to indorse and
recommend this plan as it has been to
recommend and assist in the great work
V

of the Council o f 7 6 o f the United
States Flag Association in combatting
crime, and to help the Pathfinders in
their great work in the public schools,
and the W hite Cross Society in its
fight against the wrong use of narcotics
and drugs. Give your aid to this great
work at once.
V
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The Rosicrucian New Year
A N IMPORTANT OCCASION FOR ALL OF OUR MEMBERS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
By T he Supreme Secretary
H R O U G H the o f
ficial decree of the
Imperator, March
21 of this y e a r
has been declared
the d a y o f the
birth of the next
Rosicrucian y ea r.
On the evening of
that day, or on the
evening o f the pre
ceding or follow
ing day, all o f our
subordinate lodges
and chapters and groups of individual
members throughout North America,
and in other parts o f the world, will
celebrate the occasion with special cere
monies or rituals, participating in what
is traditionally known as the Sacred
Feast.
For those members living in separated
communities where there are no chap
ters or lodges, it is recommended that
they participate in the spiritual attunement and harmony of the occasion by
retiring to their sanctums on the evening
of March 21, and sometime between
sunset and midnight sitting in silence for
fifteen or twenty minutes and mentally
attuning themselves w i t h the many
thousands of Rosicrucians who will be
in spiritual and psychic attunement at
practically the same hour; for no matter
The
Rosicrucian what hour may be selected by any of
our members for this general attune
Digest
ment on the evening of March 21 there
January
will be hundreds of students sitting in
silence at the same time, and this will
1935

constitute the one great annual period
of unified force and concentrated power
of love and peace sent forth from the
hearts and minds of Rosicrucians in
every civilized land.
Lodges and chapters are expected to
carry out the usual customary ceremony
for the installation of new officers for
the coming year, and the other official
matters as outlined in the new Constitu
tion, and which conforms with the same
provisions in the older constitutions of
our Order. If any o f our lodge or
chapter officers are in doubt regarding
the proper procedure on this occasion,
they should write immediately to head
quarters for further instructions.
Undoubtedly, the coming new year
will be the most active, successful, and
glorious one in the history of our pres
ent organization in North America, and
for many of the foreign jurisdictions it
is the beginning of a new cycle of activ
ity that will practically bring a complete
circle of Rosicrucian power and activity
around the globe. Future histories will
undoubtedly comment upon the unusual
awakening and quickening of the Rosi
crucian spirit of activity throughout the
world in this coming year. Let all of us
join with our hearts and minds in mak
ing it not only a national and interna
tional power for good for all mankind,
but our own great opportunity for ex
tended services and expression of loyal
ty and devotion to the Cosmic for the
blessings and benedictions we have re
ceived.
Four Hundred Forty~$ix
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M O N G the many
interesting exper
iences reported by
thousands
who
have contacted the
Cathedral of the
Soul is one which
has recently a
wakened a great
deal of speculation
and intense appre
ciation. From the
reports received it
appears that those
who have attuned themselves with the
Cosmic and with the Cathedral in the
past six months have discovered a C os
mic condition that is highly pleasing and
very inspiring.
The reports are unanimous in stating
that as the contact with the Cosmic is
Four Hundred Forty-seven

developed and a certain degree of attunement sensed in a peaceful, calm con
dition that comes over the mind and
body, there is a gradual visionary sense
of colors. Those looking into a blank
space of a darkened room while attuning
with the Cosmic seem to see a very
beautiful aura of spectrum colors pass
ing like rainbow rays before them, or
moving in cloud effects across the op
posite side of the room. Others report
that they notice an aura of light devel
oping around their own bodies in which
various colors of the spectrum seem to
be manifested in delicate pastel tones.
Nearly all of these persons report that
as the attunement progresses, the colors
become more intense and finally as the
mind and consciousness sense the con
tact with the Cathedral the delicate
colors in the room or around them seem

(Q )
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to blend into one or two shades of deep
violet, or blue-violet. M any report that
just before the violet colors predominate
there is a very definite tone o f orange
and of yellow. M any have said that
after the contact with the Cathedral
terminates, the deep violet color that has
remained for awhile gradually fades into
pale white color and this brings an end
to the Cosmic atunement.
Here we find some interesting facts
worthy of deeper investigation. First of
all. these colors have to do with certain
Cosmic rays which produce colors at all
times, and whether we see them or not,
and whether we are in atunement with
the Cosmic or not, all space around us
is filled with the vibrations that can
manifest in the colors of the spectrum.
W h ite sunlight coming from the source
of all Cosmic rays is composed o f all of
the colors, and in any laboratory or
simple experiment at home with a prism
the white sunlight can be easily broken
into the band of various colors known
as the spectrum band. The cause of the
brilliancy of a diamond, or any other
reflecting surface that is cut into various
angles of reflecting surfaces, is due to
the breaking up o f the white light of
either the sun or some artificial light,
and the separation o f the colors so that
we see them in their individual intensity.
The bevelled edge o f a glass mirror or
other piece o f plate glass, or on the
edges of the cuttings of a large piece of
crystal glassware, will give some idea
o f the beauty o f the spectrum colors
when seen through a perfect prism in
the laboratory.
W h y it is that Cosmic attunement,
even in a darkened room, will bring
forth an impression or a sensation of
these colors is something for the scien
tific metaphysician to investigate, and
for the mystic to contemplate. Certainly
it is true that the colors become visible
in accordance with the degree o f inten
sity and completeness of the attunement.
W h at is more difficult to understand,
however, is why there has been a
greater manifestation of these colors
during the past six or eight months than
The
Rosicrucian at other times. It is true that for many
years members have reported to us the
Digest
seeing of these colors in all of their ex
January
periences with Cosmic attunement, but
it is only within recent months that so
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many hundreds have reported the
brighter manifestation of the colors. W e
may find a partial explanation in the
fact that through continued attunement
and continued experience in contacting
the Cathedral of the Soul many hun
dreds o f our members have become more
perfect in their attunement, and have
advanced to a greater degree of attune
ment. But this will not explain the fact
that many who have not made the con
tact at all until recently are having simi
lar experiences to a lesser degree. Some
of these see only one or two colors, and
some of them see the colors only faintly,
while those who have been keeping up
their periodic or weekly attunement with
the Cathedral have reached the point
where they see many of these colors,
and see them clearly enough and for
sufficient time to analyze and study
them.
Another interesting fact is that all
who have reported regarding the colors
state that as the colors become visible
there is a v e r y definite sensation
throughout the whole being o f peace and
strength, and a rising sensation of spir
itual upliftment. Furthermore, those
who have been slightly ill, or suffering
from a so-called headache, or depleted
sensation, or ill in any other way, have
felt all o f the illness and suffering dis
appear as the colors began to develop,
and later, after the contact had been dis
continued, the unpleasant physical con
ditions were gone.
From the purely scientific point of
view these reports are also interesting
inasmuch as they confirm what the
mystics have claimed for many years,
and what science has only recently dis
covered in some o f its experiments;
namely, that violet, yellow, or a deep
blue are not related to one another in
the manner heretofore taught in con
nection with the study of the solar
spectrum. It has been considered for
many years in the ordinary study of
colors that red. yellow, and blue were
the primary colors, but it is now found
through many forms o f experimentation
that the real primary colors are red.
green, and violet, or a blue-violet.
Orange and yellow come in a secondary
classification, and are not related to the
primary colors in the manner ordinarily
taught. Furthermore, science has dis
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earliest work in this regard those who
made any contact with the Cathedral at
all realized the beauty of a light violet
color that seemed to appear before them
in a darkened room, or often in the day
light, and this violet color seemed to
indicate that the contact had been made.
W hether a great Cosmic change has
taken place in this cycle of universal
development whereby the radiations of
the Cosmic rays are now stronger, or
whether human life on this planet is de
veloping to a degree where the con
sciousness of man is gradually becoming
more sensitive to these Cosmic rays, is
a matter to be investigated very care
fully by our most advanced members,
and from time to time we shall deal with
this subject in this department of the
magazine or in some special article. It
is certainly a magnificent opportunity,
however, for our members and friends
to attune themselves with the most vital
forces, creative powers, and spiritual
elements of the higher kingdom.

covered that the colors of the spectrum
have a certain therapeutic quality or
power and that persons suffering from
certain nervous and physical conditions
can be relieved of their pain and the
primary cause o f the trouble remedied
through being bathed in certain colors
of the spectrum. The subject is one that
is still being carefully studied and
analyzed in our own science laboratories
of our Rose-Croix University, and at
our various Conventions we have dem
onstrated the relationship of these
colors to music and sound, and will have
other demonstrations o f this interesting
principle at our Convention this coming
summer.
But all who are anxious to enjoy any
or all of the magnificent effects and the
highly spiritual benefits of the Cosmic
are urged to make a daily practice of a
few minutes’ attunement with the C os
mic and an attempt to contact the
Cathedral of the Soul. F r o m the
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ROSICRUCIAN RADIO PROGRAM
W e are pleased to announce a very unusual, mystical radio program for
Pacific Coast listeners, especially those in California. This program consists of
philosophical discourses, periods of meditation, and an unusual experiment of
a psychological nature. This program when broadcast over other stations by
A M O R C has caused considerable comment, and has received much favorable
comment from a radio trade journal. All students of mysticism, metaphysics,
and lovers of good music will enjoy this program. W e invite everyone to tune
in to radio station K Q W , San Jose, which broadcasts on 296.9 meters or 1010
kilocycles, beginning T H U R S D A Y E V E N IN G , 8:15 p. m., JAN U ARY 10th.
The program will continue indefinitely each week thereafter upon the same
day and time. Rosicrucians, tell your friends about this program, tune in on
this mystical, Cathedral hour. For the benefit of our members and friends in
the Eastern part of the United States and the Central part of Canada we say,
watch the next issue of this publication for an announcement of Rosicrucian
radio programs in those sections.
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Crime in America
ITS CAUSE AN D CURE
By Elrod W

ard,

Chairman, San Francisco Council of ’76
V

U R object in pre
senting this article
to the many read
ers o f the Rosicrucian Digest is to
give a summary of
the crime condi
tions in America
today as revealed
b y an exhaustive
study c o n d u c t e d
by the fo u n d e r s
and s p o n s o r s of
th e U N I T E D
S T A T E S F L A G A S S O C IA T IO N ,
and to offer, at the same time, the only
possible solution for their eradication.
These men spent more than two
years' time in collecting first hand in
formation from reliable sources, such as
court records, records of law enforce
ment bodies and officers, information
gathered as a basis for proposed legis
lation against crime, reports of special
committees and special investigators.
A considerable amount o f money was
spent and many astonishing facts were
revealed.
There is no information offered here,
and none is withheld, which any mem
The
Rosicrucian ber of the U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G
A S S O C IA T IO N cannot secure with
Digest
reasonable effort, because it is desired
January
that the whole people be informed of
all the facts.
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If the picture presented here seems
gruesome and out of harmony with
the beautiful and inspiring discussions
usually found in these pages, we trust
it will be no less instructive and no less
welcome. Quite often we see in the
Digest, articles of interest and value
along other lines than the strictly occult
or philosophical, and our readers al
ways welcome them.
W hen the plans and ideals of the
U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G A S S O C 
IA T IO N were first presented to me.
with the story o f the prevalence o f
crime in America, it seemed that the
claims made must be exaggerated and
fantastic to a degree; therefore, I spent
some time in investigating the situation
before giving it the attention that it
might otherwise merit. D o the crime
conditions in our country require such
attention, and if so, is the U N IT E D
S T A T E S F L A G A S S O C IA T IO N the
avenue through which such attention
should be given? The answer to those
questions can be found in this article.
The information contained herein has
been d r a w n from several reliable
sources, s u c h as the writings and
speeches of Colonel James A . Moss,
President General of the A S S O C IA 
T IO N ; the Regulations for the Councils
of ‘76; writings of such men as Hon.
Henry L. Stimson, former Secretary of
State; Judge Marcus Kavanagh; Dennis
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The crime conditions in America at
the present time are almost unbelieveable, and I am convinced that the gen
eral public has no conception of the ex
tent or gravity of the situation. Possibly,
in some quarters, the statements made
herein will be received with scepticism
and exaggeration will be charged, but
the facts are open to investigation to all
who are interested.

During the one hundred and sixty
years of our national life, we have had
six major wars. The total number of
men actually killed in action, in these
wars, according to government figures,
was 112,751. During the last ten years
there have been murdered in this "Land
of the Pilgrim's Pride," more than 120,
000 people. If Sherman was right in
saying that "war is hell,” then crime in
America is worse than hell.

The present crime conditions do not
represent a "crime wave,” for this is not
a wave of short duration which has
rolled in upon us hurriedly.
It is basic in its nature, of very slow
growth and gradual development, ex
tending back over nearly all of our one
hundred and sixty years of national life.
Its progress has been imperceptible, in
sidious and deceitful. Later on, I shall
show the fundamental cause of its in
ception and growth and endeavor to
offer its only cure.
Reliable figures s h o w the annual
crime score to be as follows: 12,000
murders; 3,000 kidnappings; 100,000
assaults: 50,000 robberies; 40,000 burg
laries; 5,000 arsons; and these figures
are growing yearly at an appalling
rate. The murder rate in America has
increased, since 1900, three hundred
and fifty per cent! T he increase in
prison population, since 1926, has been
5 0 % . And the increase continues. In
five years. New York had 1694 mur
ders. In Chicago, t h e police made
20,186 arrests, 1762 of which were for
burglaries. One of the best methods of
getting a real conception of the exten
siveness of crime in the United States,
is by making a comparison with other
countries. The following statistics were
prepared by Dr. Frederick L. Hoffman,
consulting statistician for the Prudential
Insurance Co. of America: For every
100,000 o f population, the U n i t e d
States has 7.2 murders; Italy, the home
of the Black Hand and the Mafia,
3.6; Australia, 1.9: South Africa, 1.8;
Ireland. 0.9; Spain, 0.9: Scandanavia,
0.8; Quebec and Ontario, 0.5; Scotland,
0.4; Holland, 0.3; Switzerland, 0.2; In
Four Hundred Fifty-one

Quoting from a reprint o f a section
of "T h e Spirit of the American Flag,”
by Col. M oss: "Another alarming fea
ture of the crime that is today challeng
ing American civilization is the institu
tion of racketeering in business. It is a
gangsterized industry, organized on a
nation-wide scale under the leadership
o f some of the country's worst hood
lums and most notorious criminals, with
the cooperation o f corrupt politicians,
grafting police officials, and unscrupu
lous lawyers. It is syndicated criminal
ly. A racket is conducted by getting
control of a particular trade or industry,
usually, though not always, in a per
fectly legal way and for a professedly
worthy purpose, and then committing
extortion by blackmail, violence, coer
cion, intimidation murder, arson, kid
napping, or bombing. Almost every
trade, industry, and business has been
invaded by the racketeers, including
those of cleaning and dyeing, ice, coal,
undertakers, f l o r i s t s , laundries, ice
cream, building and scores of others.”
The racketeer has also invaded another
field, the sacred field o f religious activ
ity. It may seem strange to suppose
that this branch of our iife would not
be free of crime and racketeering, but
there are religious racketeers. Again
quoting Col. M oss: "T h e American
racketeer, who is no respecter o f per
sons, professions, institutions or any
thing else, is now operating in the
sphere of religion. So bad did racke
teering become in a certain archdiocese,
that in December, 1932, the archbishop,
one of the outstanding prelates in the
United States, felt compelled to address
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the city of Paris, France, in one year
there were 59 murders; in London, 16;
in Berlin, there were 32; in N ew York,
344, and New York can be taken as an
index for the whole country.
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Tilden Lynch; and other distinguished
men; from a compilation of facts as re
ported by the press; an extended cor
respondence with men who know and
some other sources.

a letter to the laity, which was read in
all of the churches in the archdiocese,
excoriating the ‘religious racketeers,’ as
he called them, who, it was claimed, had
mulcted the people of the archdiocese
out o f at least a half a million dollars.
“ Now, what of the general cost to
the American people, of whom you are
one? W h at tribute do we pay for the
privilege of housing the greatest menace
known to civilization? It is estimated
that crime costs the United States more
than T H IR T E E N BILLION D O L 
LARS every year! W e are paying
higher taxes for the maintenance of
courts, prisons, penitentiaries, reforma
tories, police departments, and other
crime combating agencies. W e are pay
ing more for our fire insurance, we are
paying more for our burglary and theft
insurance because of added risks. W e
are paying more for our food, clothing,
rent, furniture, lighting, heating, and all
o f the necessities, as well as for the
luxuries of life.
“ The cost of racketeering in America
is almost beyond our power of compre
hension. The yearly cost of this evil is
more than F IF T E E N BILLION S O F
D O L L A R S. Just think of it! M ore than
three times what it costs to run the
Federal Government. W h a t an added
b u r d e n of taxation! United States
Senator Royal S. Copeland, Chairman
o f the Senate Committee on Racke
teering. made the statement that the
cost of living is 2 0 % higher on account
o f it. Yet another alarming feature
about the crime situation in our country
is the illicit traffic in narcotics. The
profiteers in this traffic look upon
America as the most fertile field on
earth in which to ply their trade. The
appearance o f heroin in 1917 gave an
impetus to the dope traffic. Before that
time, known offenses against the nar
cotic laws had been running around
1,000 per year. In two years the num
ber had increased to 2,000. In two
years more to 4,000, and in five years
more to 10,000. A peculiarity of the use
The
o f heroin is the psychology of the ad
Rosicrucian dict in developing a mania for recruit
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“ It is estimated that in N ew York
City, more than 50% of the prisoners
whose offenses involve moral turpitude
are drug addicts, and more than 90%
of these are youthful heroin addicts.
Dr. Lickinstein, Surgeon o f the Tombs
Prison in N ew York, who has treated
more than 60,000 drug addicts, esti
mates the drug habit is responsible for
20% o f the crime in America, and is
costing the people o f this country, of
whom you are one, the sum of T W O
BILLION D O L L A R S PER Y E A R .
“ W ith more money than any other
people, with more power, more laws
than any other nation on earth, the
United States has more lawlessness,
more crime and more criminals than any
other country in the world.
"There is more crime in this country
today than there ever was in any coun
try on earth at any time.
"Experts estimate that we have in our
land nearly 400,000 men and women
who make their living mostly through
crime, and this number is growing at an
alarming rate. This outnumbers three
to one the regular army o f the United
States.
“ In ruthlessness, savagery and cruel
ty, this scarlet army has never been
equaled. N o army ever known has had
better or more modern equipment for
its operations.
“ Every man, woman and child in
this country is affected by these condi
tions o f crime. First, in the increased
cost of living, as has been shown, and
second, by the insecurity of life, body
and property.
"W h a t a terrible indictment! W hat
a shameful commentary! W h a t a stigma
on us Americans as a people to have
other nations of the world say truth
fully, as they do, that America is the
m o s t lawless nation on the whole
earth!
“ The eradication of this evil of crime
presents a very grave problem."
In the American Magazine of June,
1932, Gen. John J. Pershing had this to
say: "M ake no mistake about this—
America is at war. Our nation is con
fronted by a crisis as serious as the
crisis of the W o rld W a r. In this war.
once we were aroused, we made an efFour Hundred Fifty-two

fort that astounded the world. Just so
today. Once the American citizen is
aroused to the dangers that confront his
country, will. I devoutly hope and be
lieve, gloriously redeem his indifference
of the past." Hon. L. H. Breurer,
United States District Attorney, recent
ly said: “ N o subject today is entitled
to more consideration than the crime
situation. A new order of things has
been ushered in with respect to crime,
and unless these new conditions can be
met successfully and the growth of law
lessness checked, it may destroy all law
and order, and even the government,
itself, leaving us in a condition akin to
anarchy." Lewis E. Laws, W arden of
Sing Sing Prison, New York, one of
the ablest and most outstanding penolo
gists and criminologists in the country,
makes the following statement: "T h e
crime problem is the most important is
sue before the American people today,
outweighing e v e n , the problem of
economic recovery, through extraordi
nary costs in government, in insurance,
and in immediate protective provisions.”
In view o f all of the above informa
tion, no serious-minded person can dis
miss the subject with no further thought
or action.
W e face a situation more serious
than any problem we have ever faced
before in our history. In every crisis of
the past, the enemy was well-known to
us. His camp stood out plainly and he
declared himself openly. The tramp of
his marching armies was heard above
the hurried maneuvers of war. His
battle banner was seen floating in the
breeze like our own. His battle cry was
heard across the line and he fought for
a cause he thought was right. But in the
present crisis all these things are differ
ent, and reversed. The enemy of today
is not suspected until he strikes. His
presence is not suspected till he springs
from ambush with murderous intent.
His camp is obscured by the radiance
of our complex civilization. Upon his
battle banner is emblazoned the skull
and cross bones, and his battle cry is
“ havoc.” A s his demonniacal yell rings
through the land, chilling the marrow
in our bones, the ruddy stream let loose
by his dripping hand runs wider and
deeper with the most precious blood of
Four Hundred Fifty-three

all this world. M y Countrymen, shall
your blood mingle with this rising tide?
Shall Y O U R agonizing cries herald the
eclipse of our noble institution? Or
shall America take advantage o f this
opportunity to save herself before it is
too late? I hear some of you say that
the criminal is always apprehended. I
hear you say that the moment a man
starts a career of crime that he is
doomed. And I will agree that punish
ment is certain but not always swift,
and not always adequate, in so far as
the law is concerned. It is less than no
argument to say that nature punishes
where man does not. W hile the slow
processes of our law are operating to
apprehend him and while the plans of
nature are contriving to punish him, he
is plundering and slaughtering with the
recklessness of a madman. Organized
cooperation of all law abiding and peace
loving Americans is essential to prevent
his further depredation and check his
rapacious and predatory career.
W e grow sick at the growing disre
spect for law and constituted govern
ment, the lessening o f patriotic zeal, the
gradual but steady trend toward gross
materialism, the indifference to crime
and the departure from that pristine
purity of the founders of our nation.
W e become nauseated at the prevalence
of immorality, debauchery, licentious
ness and the defense of these things by
men and women whose character can
not be assailed. That high standard of
moral excellence set by those immortal
patriots of a hundred and sixty years
ago has begun to tremble. W hile the
high office of institutions of learning is
to inculcate into the youth of our day,
an increasing zeal for a higher and
purer form of civilization, a determina
tion to surpass in excellence and culture
those who went before and become a
source of inspiration and pride to those
who follow, yet we often hear our youth
wonder “ what racket” they can engage
in now to make a lot of money. Such
statements and similar ones are con
stantly heard coming from the flower of
our manhood, who should be votaries of
the cultural arts and sciences.
M y countrymen, let us change these
things. Let us do them now. Let us not
defer action to some succeeding genera-

tion, but let us bring our cause before
the sacred tribunal o f our own day.
The constituted authorities are work
ing day and night on this growing men
ace. The Department of Justice, under
the wise and able leadership of that in
domitable a n d courageous American
Homer S. Cummings, is making won
derful progress in its work. The Ameri
can Bar Association has taken up the
fine work in submitting and recommend
ing effective legislation, while Congress
and the v a r i o u s legislative bodies
throughout the country have begun to
contribute salutary measures.
But the exigencies of the case call for
more than these things. In order to
stem the rising tide of crime in America,
a duly organized, adequately financed
and orderly conducted campaign o f the
whole people is necessary.
It is the end and aim of government
to guarantee protection to the governed,
but in a crisis like the present one. the
governed must supplement and defend
the government. In his farewell address,
George W ashington gave us a warning:
“ It is, indeed, little less than a name,
when a government is too feeble to
withstand the enterprise of faction, to
confine each member of society within
the limits prescribed by laws, and to
maintain all in the secure and tranquil
enjoyment of the rights o f person and
property.”
It is a fact, that no government, how 
ever beneficent, can guarantee or pre
serve to the governed, these sacred
rights without the cooperation o f the
whole people.
Since the conditions which call for
such organization have been brought
about by our apathy, indifference and
gross neglect, since we have contrib
uted to these shocking conditions by
our maudlin sentimentality, by making
heroes of criminals, by flaunting his
trade in flaming headlines, by parading
him before our youth on stage and
screen, by defending him in his depre
dations through legal technicalities, de
T he
lays, and other ways, so may we cure
Rosicrucian this evil by a reversal of these things.
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The American people can remedy
these things whenever they desire to do
so. N ot only is the remedy entirely in

their hands, but they are the only ones
who can stop the growth o f crime in
this country.
N ot only will the present shameful
condition continue, but will go on get
ting worse just as long as the apathy,
indifference and gross negligence of the
American people — o f whom you are
one— continue.
Every one to whom these things have
been mentioned has admitted that some
thing ought to be done. Some of the
more enthusiastic ones have answered
me by suggesting the formation of vigil
ance committees.
But the formation of such organiza
tions must never be. because they lack
orderly regulation and in some cases
they aggravate the very conditions they
are formed to cure.
But we cannot evade the responsibil
ity any longer. W e must not leave these
things to others any longer. It is the
business of the American people— of
whom you are one— to remedy these
things at once.
Colonel M oss is right when he says:
“ There may be differences of opinion as
to the cause or causes that have brought
about the present deplorable conditions
and the best way or ways of remedying
them, but there is one point concerning
which there can be no possible differ
ence of opinion: If the increase in crime
during the next few years is as great as
it has been in the last few, and it will
be unless the American people — of
whom you are one— are aroused to ac
tion, a most frightful thing is going to
happen: T H E C O N S T IT U T E D M A 
C H IN E R Y F O R T H E M A IN T E N 
ANCE OF L A W AND O R D E R
W IL L B R E A K
DOWN
COM
PLE TE LY . A N D T H E S A F E T Y O F
LIFE A N D P R O P E R T Y W IL L D E 
PEND U PO N V O L U N T A R Y DE
FE N D E R S. ***The crooks and hood
lums, gangsters and criminals, mostly
the spawn o f the brothels, gambling
dens and prisons, have thrown into the
face of the American people— o f whom
you are one— a dirty rag of defiance,
saying, ‘W h at are you going to do
about it?’ And the American people—
of whom you are one— are indifferent
to this insult of defiance. The American
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people— of whom you are one— are to
day, allowing themselves to be ruled in
a great measure by a criminal scum—
the ‘gutter snipers'— of the country. In
the eyes of the world, this human ‘ flot
sam and jetsam' o f America has put the
‘fear o f G od' into the American people
— of whom Y O U are one!
"W h a t has become o f American man
hood? W h a t has become o f American
womanhood? W h a t has happened to
American character and ideals?
“ W h a t is your answer?”
Let us offer the only possible solu
tion. The solution of America's stupen
dous crime problem lies in the awaken
ing of the American people— and Y O U
are one. In this awakening, the people
must go into action, A C T IO N , action
which will create and crystallize a mili
tant public sentiment for the fearless
and relentless enforcement of the law—
a vigorous, public sentiment for instill
ing into the American people greater
respect for law and order— a deter
mined. aggressive public sentiment that
C R IM E M U S T G O ! It is purely and
absolutely a question of public senti
ment. O nly this will solve the problem.
Nothing else will save the situation.
This sentiment can and is being created,
crystallized and put into operation by
united action. By O R G A N IZ A T IO N .
President Lincoln said: "Public senti
ment is everything, with public senti
ment, nothing can fail: without it,
nothing can succeed.”
Sir James Bryce, former Ambassador
to the United States said: "Tow ering
over Presidents and State Governors,
over Congress and the vast machinery
of party, PU BLIC O P IN IO N in the
United States, stands as the great
source of power, the Master of servants
who tremble before it."
The U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G A S 
S O C IA T IO N offers that method of
O R G A N IZ A T IO N , and that oppor
tunity for public sentiment to exert its
divine power and prerogative, and ren
der America, and every corner of it
“ T o o hot for criminals.” Listen to the
answers of distinguished men, every one
o f whom you know:
“ I am deeply interested in and heart
ily endorse the Crusade Against Crime
which the U N IT E D S T A T E S FL A G
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A S S O C IA T IO N is conducting under
the sponsorship o f its National Council
of '76. It is a fine. Patriotic undertaking
of the greatest importance which de
serves, and I am confident will receive,
the support o f all loyal citizens."—
Franklin D. Roosevelt.
"T h e work being done by the U N I
T E D S T A T E S F L A G A S S O C IA 
T IO N in connection with its Crusade
Against Crime has been highly effective,
and The Department of Justice gladly
welcomes the cooperation of the organi
zation."— Homer S. Cummings, United
States Attorney General.
"I fully concur with the President o f
the United States in his hearty endorse
ment of the fine patriotic work the
U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G A S S O 
C IA T IO N is doing in connection with
its W a r on Crime, and agree with him
that it is an undertaking of the greatest
importance which deserves, and no doubt
will receive the support of all loyal
Americans.” — George H. Dern, Secre
tary of W ar.
“ It is encouraging to see that a biq,
patriotic society l i k e the U N IT E D
S T A T E S F L A G A S S O C IA T IO N ,
which is headed by the President o f the
United States as Honorary President
General, has taken the lead in organiz
ing the citizens o f the United States in
a way that they can combat effectively,
the highly organized and abundantly
financed crime with which the country
is today cursed. I congratulate the
A S S O C IA T IO N on the splendid work
it is doing, and wish it all possible suc
cess."— Daniel C. Roper, Secretary of
Commerce.
"T h e plan embodied in these regula
tions for the prevention and suppression
o f Crime, is not only most admirable,
but, in my judgment, it is the first and
only sound, concrete and practical pro
gram that has ever been offered to the
American people for the solution of the
Nation’s crime problem. **The Regula
tions for the Council of '76 may very
appropriately be called ‘T H E A N T I
C R IM E BIBLE'.” — Robert R. Rey
nolds, United States Senator f r o m
North Carolina.
Similar statements from highly dis
tinguished men in all political parties
and in all branches of our government
have been made.

Hon. Herbert Hoover, the only living
Ex-President, said: “ I heartily endorse
the program of the U N IT E D S T A T E S
F L A G A S S O C IA T IO N , the purpose
of which is to spread understanding
and develop appreciation of American
ideals and institutions. This worthy
project deserves the support o f all loyal
citizens."
That silent man o f action, Calvin
Coolidqe. said: "T h e work which the
U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G A S S O C I
A T IO N is doing is most commendable
and deserves the support of every good
and loyal citizen."
Charles E. Hughes said: “ It is fitting
that we should emphasize our national
ideals, and, rejoicing in the benefits of
liberty under law, work together to
maintain the institutions of the Repub
lic. I am, therefore, in hearty accord
with the U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G
A S S O C IA T IO N , whose mission is the
achievement of these purposes."
William J. Cooper, United States
Commissioner of Education, has added
his hearty recommendation in the fol
lowing words: "T h e Flag Contest Plan
of the U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G A S 
S O C IA T IO N is so well adapted to the
stimulation of patriotic thought and the
energizing of instruction in citizenship
that I have recommended to all State
Commissioners of Education that they
incorporate the plan in the regular
schedules of instruction o f the public
schools of their respective states.”
That the U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G
A S S O C IA T IO N was born in the sun
light of the purest patriotism, let him
speak, who established it and who is its
President General, Colonel James A.
M oss, U. S. Army, retired: "W h en I
retired from the active list of the Army,
realizing, as I did, that every thing I
was, every thing I had, I owed to the
Government over which flies the United
States Flag, the thought came to me.
that if before I am taken out to Arling
ton Cemetery my silent tent to spread
in the bivouac o f the dead, I could do
something to bring into greater consid
T he
Rosicrucian eration and higher appreciative regard
the ideals and institutions symbolized by
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done so much for me— that when the

Great Commander gives the order for
me to go over the top for the last time,
I will march forward with firmness in
my step, with contentment in my heart,
as I follow ‘O ld Glory' into that realm
where battle flags are furled and war
drums throb no longer. This was the
spirit in which the U N IT E D S T A T E S
F L A G A S S O C IA T IO N was born and
it is the spirit in which I have dedicated
the rest of my life to the work of the
A S S O C IA T IO N .”
For the last ten years, Col. M oss has
devoted all his time to the work of the
A S S O C IA T IO N , and has used much
of his own personal funds in carrying
on the work, and in all these years he
has not received any salary for any of
his labors. Further, no officer or mem
ber receives any salary or compensation
for any services. All of our labors in
connection with t h i s movement are
donated freely and with patriotic devo
tion.
The plans of the U N IT E D S T A T E S
F L A G A S S O C IA T IO N include the
organization of Junior Council of ’76,
composed of the youth o f our land
There are approximately fifty million
of these boys and girls in America,
more than two million of which become
of voting age every year. "This youth,"
says Col. Moss, "o f today, summoned
by Destiny to mould and complete the
new social and political order into
which America is developing, are calling
to you for guidance. This rising gen
eration is facing graver responsibilities
than have ever before confronted Amer
ican youth. The duty and obligation of
American Adults by way of the guid
ance of youth have never in all history
been so great.. . . In a comparatively
few years these boys and girls will have
completely replaced America's adult
population." The annual Flag Contest
between the Junior Council of '76 is
designed to arouse the greatest possible
patriotic interest in the movement on
the part of our youth, and this is of no
less importance and is no less interest
ing than the W om an's Council of '76.
all of which come under the general
supervision and guidance of the U N I
T E D S T A T E S F L A G A S S O C IA 
T IO N .
In concluding this summary of the
crime conditions in America, I feel im
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pelled to make a few remarks about an
angle of the question which may not
meet with the popular approval that it
deserves.
W h a t are we going to do with our
criminal population? W h a t is to become
of the vast army o f four hundred
thousand men and women who are en
gaged in crime? They cannot and must
not be ignored. In our business of rid
ding America of crime, we must not. in
our enthusiasm, lose sight of them. This
is a very grave problem and requires
the deepest insight into the nature of
crime, criminals, and habit from the socalled psychological standpoint, as well
as the relation this great army has to
our body politic. Thousands of these
unfortunate people h a v e a potential
value as citizens. M any thousands of
them may be reclaimed, so to speak, and
directed into lives of usefulness and
happiness. I do not believe this to be
impossible. I do not believe in the
soundness of the quite prevalent atti
tude of constantly scorning a man who
has paid the legal penalty of the in
fraction of some law, provided he will
assist society in its effort to help him.
Criminal habits weaken the intellect, we
know, and this lowering of the intellect
ual capacity should be checked and
considerable attention given to rebuild
ing it. Some times we forget, I think,
that a human heart still beats beneath
the soiled lapel of every ragged coat. I
believe we too often overlook the fact
that some truly human emotions spring
from the breast of the man who has ex
piated the crime of his own commission.
W hile these remarks relative to such
reclamation are my own. and are not a
part of the plans of the U N IT E D
S T A T E S F L A G A S S O C IA T IO N ,
they are worthy of our deepest thought.
These people are ours, because they
are a product of our indifference, and
we, as Americans, must find the method
o f disposing of them.
The prevalence of crime in America
and the wide circulation of the Rosicrucian Digest, would indicate that this
article might fall into the hands of some
criminal. I hope it does. I know how
difficult it is to reach him with an argu
ment sufficiently convincing to alter his
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career, because he has a distorted view
o f life. This is not meant to be a re
ligious sermon nor an attempt at moral
izing, but a simple plea for the exercise
o f common reason. His campaign of
pillage, slaughter, and destruction, al
ways reacts upon him in such an over
whelming avalanche of agony, pain, and
terror, as to equal that which he has
caused. He is a wretched, miserable
outcast, hunted by man and nature, cut
off in the gay morning of his manhood,
from all the joys which sweeten life,
doomed to drag on a pitiful existence,
without even a hope of tasting the
pleasures of a returning peace, and only
released from the torment of a living
hell by the timely and welcome hand of
death.
But I stand firm, even if I may stand
alone, in the content that if he will stop
now, before he is apprehended, reverse
his manner of living, change his code of
ethics and exercise the vigilance, mental
vigor, determination and confidence in
leading a sensible, rational, and healthy
existence, that he has in his career of
crime, he may surround himself, ulti
mately, with those things he craves the
most.
In conclusion, I want to add that if
the law-abiding, peace-loving citizens
of America will give this movement of
crime eradication and prevention the
wide-awake attention, the everlasting
vigilance, the uncompromising determi
nation and organized support that the
criminal g i v e s to his unwholesome
career, America will be free of this
plague in a decade.
Join your nearest Council of '76 of
the U N IT E D S T A T E S F L A G A S S O 
C IA T IO N . It furnishes the leadership
and the organization. It furnishes all
the means. It furnishes as a solid back
ground of support, the most distinguish
ed men and women in our land. Your
obligation is clear. Y ou cannot ignore
it. '
If there is a local Council in your
city or town, enlist in it. If you know
of none, write to Mr. W illiam F. Seals,
Executive Chairman, 923 15th Street,
N. W .. W ashington, D. C. If you live
in California, write to Dr. H. Spencer
Lewis, Chairman, California S t a t e
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Council of 76, Rosicrucian Park, San
Jose, California, and he will direct you
to the nearest local chairman. You will
be assisting in a movement which shall
never cease until America becomes "too
hot for criminals," until the spirit o f
freedom from racketeering shall be car
ried to the remotest parts of our land
and the soul of the following Loyal
American's Code shall find a hearty
welcome wherever falls the shadow of
the American Flag:
"Realizing, as I do, that conditions of
crime in my Country have become so
frightful that the very foundations of
the Republic are being threatened, life,
body and property being no longer se
cure, and—
"W ishing to do my part to help
remedy this dreadful situation, I hereby
subscribe to the following code:
"I shall obey the law, and let it be
known that I am opposed to its viola
tion.
"I shall help to make good, law abid
ing citizens of the youth o f my com
munity.
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“ I shall vote at all elections, using the
power of my vote for the proper en
forcement o f the law.
"I shall support those who are chosen
to enforce the law.
"I shall work to remove legislators
who do not help to enact proper crime
laws, and judges and law enforcement
officials who fail to do their duty.
"I shall do all in my power to take
politics out of courts and police depart
ments and o t h e r law enforcement
agencies.
"I shall strive to end all alliance
among criminals, crooked politicians,
unprincipled lawyers and corrupt public
officials.
"T h e disgraceful conditions of crime
with which my country is today cursed
are repellant to American ideals and in
stitutions. C R IM E M U S T G O . I
SH A LL D O M Y P A R T ."
( Permission to quote this article in
whole or in part may be secured from
the P u b l i s h e r s o f the Rosicrucian
Digest.— The Author.)
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To What Extent Can W e Depend
Upon the Cosmic?
By Frater H arvey M iles, F. R. C.
T R A N G E as it
may s e e m, there
are thousands of
our members who
are still somewhat
c o n f u s e d about
the C O S M IC and
its r e a c t i o n to
thoughts and acts
of human souls. It
is not uncommon
to h e a r members
m a k e the state
ment, "T h e Cosmic
will take care of it," or " W e will turn it
The
over to the Cosmic,” or "It is the will of
Rosicrucian the Cosmic," "T h e Cosmic is using me
Digest
as an agent," and many other phrases
January
concerning the Cosmic t h a t when
thoroughly analyzed have no direct
1935

bearing or
whatever.

significance to the Cosmic

W h en we constantly hear these state
ments that almost personalize the Cos
mic, we are prone to question and won
der, and are provoked to investigate
just what the Cosmic is. W h y should
we thank the Cosmic? W h y should we
look up to the Cosmic? W h y should
we invoke the blessings of the Cosmic,
when, after all, we are a part of the
Cosmic in material expression and it is
flowing through us, so to speak, con
stantly. W e are infused with Cosmic
force and essence and are interpreting
the vibrations through what we call
human bodies or the human brain.
I often think of a member who ap
peared to be very devout in her studies
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and would never do anything to inter
fere with the working of the Cosmic.
Her understanding of this much-abused
word was much like the enthusiastic
church member who believes that every
thing that is done is by the will of G od
and you should never interrupt G od's
work. If you were sick, G od was pun
ishing you for your sin; if you were
well and happy, then you should thank
G od for keeping you well. If you were
poor and unfortunate, G od was giving
you a lesson and you must suffer these
lamentable conditions until you have
learned to love G od and make obeisance
to His church.
This member of whom I speak passed
through several degrees of A M O R C .
She read her lessons regularly each
week; she practically devoured the con
tents of "T he Rosicrucian Digest"; and
her prayers to the Cosmic were most
appealing and sincere, both for herself
and her fellow man. She had implicit
faith that the source of all things had a
personal interest in her problem, but
she did not seem to realize that she
must make some effort in assisting the
Cosmic in bringing into maturity her
desires and wishes. She thought that
it was only necessary to read the mono
graphs and the Digest, make obeisance
to the Rosy Cross, pronounce the sacred
word, repeat the morning and evening
salutations, and the Cosmic would be
stow upon her its blessings.
One day I had an opportunity to con
verse with this humble soul and she
asked me many questions about the re
sults I was having with the Rosicrucian
teachings in a practical way. She want
ed to know whether I was doing all the
exercises and repeating the prayers, etc.
W h en I told her that I did not follow
the same routine she did, it almost
astounded her. The fact that I did not
say her form of prayers every evening
and morning was almost horrifying.
She as much as told me that I was not
a real Rosicrucian. She said, “ I cannot
account for the success you have with
the operation o f these laws. H ow is it
you get almost anything you want and
do not follow such regular prescribed
forms and I do not get any results and
I do everything that the lessons say?”
I explained to her that I studied the
Rosicrucian teachings for the purpose
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of mastering definite L A W S A N D
PRIN CIPLES of Cosmic force so that
I might apply this force to my material
welfare, and that through the applica
tion of these laws I would find happi
ness, peace, and prosper in accordance
with the way I applied the laws.
"C O S M IC F O R C E ," I said, “ is not
a thing to pray to in such manner, nor
is it a thing to hold in that kind of
reverence, any more than our human
bodies, but it is through this body that
the Cosmic works and gives birth to
self-consciousness. The Cosmic is the
universe and all that there in is. You
are as much a part of the Cosmic as the
force to which you make obeisance; in
fact, it is only through the change of
polarity in the Cosmic that man becomes
manifest as man."
If you could visualize yourself as the
center of all the Cosmic force, Cosmic
Mind, or Cosmic G od— call it by any
name you choose, for words are in
effectual to express the truth of this
omnipotent force— and realize that you
are only conscious o f self because of a
slight change of the vibrations of this
force, that the Cosmic has created
around itself a S U B S T A N C E through
which it can give expression, and if you
can visualize your body as porous as a
sponge, A B S O R B IN G T H E C O S M IC
E N E R G Y as a sponge absorbs water,
you will soon comprehend the indivisi
bility of the Cosmic mind and force and
come to know that the Cosmic is you
and you are the Cosmic and are equip
ped with attributes to direct it and im
prove the welfare of human souls.
W h a t are these attributes? They are
the brain, nervous system, mind and
consciousness, and it is this combination
o f attributes that permits us to generate
thoughts and project them out, or radi
ate them into the ocean of Cosmic Force,
direct our thoughts to other individuals
and cause them to be impressed with
our presence or to become conscious of
our vibrations. It is this same set of at
tributes that permits the flow o f power
from you to places and things distant
from yourself; to create new conditions
and environments; to help others out
of unfortunate circumstances into hap
pier worlds of peace and understanding.
It is only through a study of the at
tributes o f man that we will come to
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know the Cosmic for what it really is
and not what the poets and those who
revel in fantastic imaginings w o u l d
have it to be. W h en every Rosicrucian
student will step down from his fantastic
illusions about S O U L and the C O S 
M IC and stop having weird hallucina
tions and brain storms concerning these
wonderful laws of nature and God, we
will be on a sound road to the universal
brotherhood of man, which we will come
to understand through truth and wisdom
and be welded together by the Divine
essence that pervades us all.
W ith this understanding of the C os
mic and man's relation to it, we can
easily comprehend the many laws that
are supplementary to the Cosmic and
man. Realize the universe as an in
divisible mass of Divine Cosmic energy
having the potentialities of mind, body,
and life force, and that man is the com
bination of these potentialities, express
ing the Cosmic mind or force in
dividually and having the ability to
direct segments or vibrations of this
Cosmic force that is inherent in him.
W e can, with this knowledge, hope to
advance to a higher understanding of
the creation called man. W e must
learn through individual and personal
contact with this force that G od. or the
Deity, has no personal interest in us as
human beings. That which we call God
manifests as a D IV IN E . IN E F F A B L E
L A W and that law is serviceable to our
minds only when we comprehend it. It
is the law that is spoken of in our
Fourth Degree when we refer to the
Sacred W o rd . It is the law that causes
all force to unite and manifest according
to its own nature or vibration. It can
beget both love and hate in our hearts;
it is responsible for both health and
sickness, life and death, change and
stability. It is that law that moves man
to create after his own likeness and
master the forces that surround him. It
is only through analyzing the Cosmic
in this manner that we can ever hope to
understand its significance to man and
it is only when we come down from the
clouds of mythical idealism that we can
T he
use the subtle force in nature to do our
Rosicrucian bidding.
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The true Rosicrucian is an analyst,
and if every student would analyze his
monographs and weigh each word and

phrase, he would be astounded by his
new and elucidating wisdom of the
Rosicrucian teachings. This may not
appeal to the etherealist who dreams of
soul-mates and the reincarnation o f the
soul into a more sublime state where the
human element does not exist and where
there is only love and ecstasy, peace and
harmony, joy and bliss; and it may not
appeal to those who have the impres
sion that in their past incarnations they
were pharaohs, princes, kings, or queens,
and that by some unfair trick of nature
they were incarnated into a body that
became the wife of an electrician, or the
husband of a saleslady, and that as
soon as this life is ended, they will re
sume their former prestige and unite
with their soul-mate; but it will appeal
to every true thinker in the Rosicrucian
Order and to those who have the
strength and courage to throw o ff the
shackles of idealistic theories and work
with facts, and the only way to become
acquainted with facts is to study your
self— both sides of yourself— the good
and the bad— that side of you that is
responsive to joy. peace, brotherhood,
and the higher emotions: and the other
side o f you that responds to deceit,
subterfuge, hate, vanity, greed, jealousy
and licentious practices. Both qualities
of man make up the human soul in its
evolutionary stages, and as we overcome
the weaknesses of material man and add
strength to the psychic force in man, the
sooner we will have knowledge, wis
dom, and facts of the Great Cosmic es
sence that pervades us all.
Each impulse or vibration of thought
directed from the brain or mind leaves
an impression on the Cosmic mind, or
Cosmic essence, which pervades a 1 1
space and infuses man’s body. The im
pression remains a part of your creation.
If the thought is good and constructive,
then your mental and psychic environ
ment will be harmonious and joyful. If
your thought impressions are evil and
destructive, then y o u r psychic and
mental life will be in conformity with
your vibrations. Each person carries
about with him a thought atmosphere—
a vibratory aura which surrounds him
with force radiations invisible to the
eye, but penetrating the consciousness
o f others.
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MOSES MAIMONIDES
Each m onth there will appear ex cerp ts from the w ritin g s o f fam ous thinkers and
teachers o f the past. T his w ill give our readers an op p ortu n ity o f k now ing their lives
through the presentation o f the w ritin g s w hich ty p ify their thoughts. O ccasionally such
w ritin gs w ill be presented through the translations or interpretation o f other em inent
authors o r thinkers o f the past. T h is m onth we bring to you the eclectic p hilosop her,
M oses M aim onides.
D u rin g the A rab era o f civilization very little new thought was con trib u ted to the
ancient philosophies, and m ost Intellectual e ffo rt was devoted to eclectic practices. That is,
the com b in in g o f the outstand ing prin ciples, doctrines, and tenets o f the different p h iloso
phies into one. a sort o f a tendency tow ard unification. The greatest w ork of M oses
M aim onides was his com b in in g o f the old Jew ish th eolog y w ith the A ristotelian philosophy.
H e w as also recogn ized as an outstand ing au th ority and com m entator on the Old Testam ent
and the Talm ud.
He was born 1135 A. D. at Cordova. M oham m edan fanatics from A frica invading C or
dova in 1148 drove his fam ily out. It was thought fo r a period of a p p roxim ately eleven
years that he had been converted to M oham m edanism , that he had em braced the Islam
faith at Fez. T his is much doubted, how ever. H e spent years w andering, finally settlin g
in Old Cairo. T here, d uring a p eriod o f thirty ycar3, he becam e first a jew eler, then later
a p hysician, and finally received the distin ction o f bein g appointed cou rt p hysician. He
died in 1204 A. D.
T he rationalness o f h is m ind Is to b e particularly n oted In the w ay he devised a
m ethod to approach the problem o f p rovin g the existence o f God. As was the custom of
the time, and his experien ce, he takes the better elem ents o f thought and lo g ic from the
old p hilosophies and from the prevailin g religion s, using them as a m eans to arrive at
his final conclusions.
I f all students o f the philosophies and m etaphysics and all seekers fo r truth, and
those who p ro fe ss to have a sincere desire to fathom life ’s m ysteries, w ould approach
the same and other problem s as broa d ly and as fa irly as this ancient thinker did. a much
clearer conception o f life w ould be had and realities w ould not be cast aside because of
p re ju d ice or intolerance but w ou ld be w eigh ed fo r their true w orth , regardless o f their
source. B elow w e g iv e you hi3 w ritin g, entitled, “ M ethod fo r P rov in g G od ’s E x iste n ce ."
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METHOD FOR PROVING GOD’S EXISTENCE
Y P R O O F of G od's
existence, as fa r
as I now can ex
plain it in general
term s, is as fol
lows. The universe
is either eternal or
has had a begin
ning; if it had a
beginning, t h e r e
m u s t necessarily
exist a being which
caused the begin
ning; this is clear
to common sense; for a thing that has
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had a beginning, cannot be the cause
o f its own beginning, another being
must have caused it.
The universe was, therefore, crea
ted by God. If on the other hand the
universe were eternal, it could in various
ways be proved that, apart from the
things which constitute the universe,
there exists a being which is neither
body nor a force in a body, and which
is one, eternal, not preceded by any
cause, and immutable. That being is
God. You see that the proofs for the
Existence, the Unity and the Incor
poreality of God must vary according

to the propositions admitted by us.
Only in this way we can succeed in ob
taining a perfect proof, whether we as
sume the eternity or the creation of the
universe. For this reason you will find
in my works on the Talmud, whenever
I have to speak of the fundamental
principles of our religion, or to prove
the existence of God, that I employ
arguments which imply the eternity of
the universe. I do not believe in that
eternity, but I wish to establish the
principle of the existence of G od by an
indisputable proof, and should not like
to see this most important principle
founded on a basis which every one
could shake or attempt to demolish, and
which others might consider as not be
ing established at all; especially when I
see that the proofs of the philosophers
are based on those visible properties of
things, which can only be ignored by
persons possessing certain preconceived
notions, while the Mutakallemim estab
lish their arguments on propositions
which are to such an extent contrary to
the actual state o f things as to compel
these arguers to deny altogether the
existence of the laws of nature. W h en
I shall have to treat o f the creation, I
shall in a special chapter prove my
opinion to some extent, and shall attain
the same end which every one o f the
Mutakallemim had in view, yet I shall
not contradict the laws of nature, or re
ject any such part o f the Aristotelian
theory as has been proved to be correct.
Even the most cogent of the proofs
offered by the Mutakallemim respect
ing the act of creation, has only been
obtained by reversing the whole order
of things and by rejecting everything
fully demonstrated by the philosophers.
I, however, shall be able to give a
similar proof without ignoring the laws
of nature and without being forced to
contradict facts which have been clear
ly perceived. I find it necessary to men
tion to you the general propositions of
the Mutakallemim, by which they prove
the act of creation, the existence of
G od, His Unity and His Incorporeality.
T he
I intend to explain their method, and
Rosicrucian also to point out the inferences which
Digest
are to be drawn from each proposition.
January
After this, I shall describe those theories
1935
of the philosophers which are closely

connected with our subject, and I shall
then explain their method.
Do not ask me to prove in this work
the propositions of the philosophers,
which I shall briefly mention to you;
they form the principal part o f Physics
and Metaphysics. Nor must you expect
that I should repeat the arguments of
the Mutakallemim in support o f their
propositions, with which they wasted
their time, with which the time of future
generations will likewise be wasted, and
on which numerous books have been
written. Their propositions, with few ex
ceptions, are contradicted by the visible
properties of things, and beset with nu
merous objections. For this reason they
were obliged to write many books and
controversial works in defense of their
theories, for the refutation of objections,
and for the reconciliation o f all apparent
contradictions, although in reality this
object cannot be attained by any so
phistical contrivance. As to the propo
sitions of the philosophers which I shall
briefly explain, and which are indispen
sable for the demonstration of the three
principles — the Existence, the Unity,
and the Incorporeality of God, they will
for the greater part be admitted by you
as soon as you shall hear them and un
derstand their meaning; whilst in the
discussion of other parts reference must
be made for their proofs to works on
Physics and Metaphysics, and if you
direct your attention to such passages
as will be pointed out to you, you will
find everything verified that requires
verification.
I have already told you that nothing
exists except God and this universe, and
that there is no other evidence for His
Existence but this universe in its en
tirety and in its several parts. Conse
quently the universe must be examined
as it is: the propositions must be derived
from those properties o f the universe
which are clearly perceived, and hence
you must know its visible form and its
nature. Then only will you find in the
universe evidence for the existence of a
being not included therein. I have con
sidered it, therefore, necessary to dis
cuss first in a merely colloquial manner,
in the next chapter, the totality o f ex
isting things, and to confine our remarks
to such as have been fully proved and
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established beyond all doubt. In subse
quent chapters 1 shall treat of the propo
sitions of the Mutakallemim. and de
scribe the method by which they explain
the four fundamental principles. In the
chapters which will follow, I propose to
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expound the propositions of the philoso
phers and the methods applied by them
in verifying those principles. In the last
place, I shall explain to you the method
applied by me in proving those four
principles, as I have stated to you.
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ANCIENT SYMBOLISM
Man, w hen con sciou s o f an eternal truth, has ever sym bolized it so that the
human consciousness could forev er have realization o f it. N ations, languages,
and custom s have changed, but these ancient designs continue to illum inate man
kind w ith their m ystic light. F o r tho^e w ho are seeking light, each m onth we
w ill reproduce a sym bol or sy m bols, w ith their ancient m eaning.

1 F=1

That which ia above,
Heaven, t h e
Divine
W orld; the blue dome.

M-

her,
kerh

Sky or Heaven at
night with star® shining
clearly; a clear night.
A bright lamp (light)
in the sky.

aa t

Water falling f r o m
sky, rain; dew (if added
to N o. 7 ), storm (if
added to No. 4 ),
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Lightning; forks of
light coming down from
Heaven.

5 F

y ert

One-half of Heaven;
the Eastern half of the
sky.
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7. @
“
V *

,

* ».

The Sun, Day, Source
of Life; Symbol of God
in the Heaven; Aten;
Mid-day; Noon.
Sun shining brightly:
radiance; splendor of
light; sparkling.

E G Y P T IA N H IER O G LY PH ICS
This month we again bring to you
some Egyptian hieroglyphs. A care
ful study of them will cause you to
realize how the characters of our
alphabet evolved from picture writ
ing or ideographs. As time went by
the pictures were inscribed or drawn
by the scribes so rapidly that they
lost in appearance any relationship
to the actual thing which they were
copies of, but they continued to re
tain their original meaning. Many of
the characters of our present-day al
phabet can be traced back through
the Greek and Phoenician to the
Egyptian writing of centuries ago.
You will notice in Figure T w o
that the symbol depicts t h e old
Egyptian cosmological beliefs. The
heavens were thought to be suspend
ed upon four gigantic pillars— a sort
of a roof or ceiling over the earth,
from which was sus
pended on long cords,

w e r e f o u r mountain
peaks actually seen by the Egyptians and thought
to represent the outer boundaries of the universe.
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This series of articles dealing with symbolism will be published later on in a small pamphlet or
book. Members need not mutilate their magazines, therefore, by cutting these articles out and pre
serving them in a scrapbook.
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The Rosy Cross and the Rosary
THE SIMILARITY AND DIFFERENCES IN
THESE SACRED SYMBOLS
By T he Imperator

V
T T H E very out
set, p erh a p s, I
sh o u ld apologize
for alluding to the
Rosary as a sym
bol in the sam e
manner as we rec
o g n iz e the Rosy
Cross as a symbol,
for I do not wish
to be understood
as deliberately set
ting aside the claim
of the devotees of
the Rosary that it is a devotion and not
a mere symbol. T o those who express
their spiritual intentions through the use
of the Rosary it is the most blessed and
excellent devotion within the Christian
religion. I do not intend that anything
I shall say shall appear to be an attempt
to detract from that consideration. Each
o f us is most certainly entitled by all
spiritual and worldly rights and privi
leges to find in any manner or method
o f religious expression that which we
hold as the most sacred or the most ef
ficacious, and it does not behoove any
one to criticize the spiritual concepts of
The
Rosicrucian another.
But to thousands o f students of
Digest
mysticism and religious philosophy there
January
appears to be some points of similarity
1935 '
between the Rosy Cross and the Ros

V

V
ary. and the subject is often discussed
in the lodges and chapter of our organi
zation. It is my desire, therefore, to
cast some light upon this subject in
order to aid in the better understanding
of these two sacred emblems.
If we consider, first of all, the history
o f the Rosy Cross and the Rosary, we
find that their revelation to man as
something worthy and noble to be held
in sacred reverence, is lost in antiquity
and surrounded by traditions. It is
logical to assume that each of these, as
sacred devices or emblems, was invent
ed, designed, or established, first of all,
by the concept in the mind of one in
dividual. It seems difficult to us to be
lieve that such things are the result of
mental conception on the part of a large
number simultaneously. But a little fur
ther investigation of the history reveals
that both of these emblems evolved in
the consciousness of individuals and
were not created or made manifest arbi
trarily overnight by a single individual.
If, on the other hand, we turn our in
vestigation toward the spiritual concep
tion of them, we find at once that tra
dition tells us what we most naturally
expect, that they were inspired and
originated from one sacred source, the
source o f all divine symbolism and de
votional expression.
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The Rosy Cross, being composed of
both the cross and the rose, represents
the combination of two very ancient and
sacred symbols. The use of the cross as
a symbol of philosophical religious ex
pression can be traced far back into
antiquity, and the most simple of all the
exoteric descriptions of the cross is that
it represents the body of man with arms
outstretched. This idea was held in the
minds of philosophers of old, long be
fore the cross was used as a means for
crucifixion. That the most primitive
form of the cross was slightly different
from that used by the Rosicrucians or
by the Christians is true, but like every
other sacred emblem, it passed through
stages of evolution in its material form
in accordance with the human interpre
tation of the inspired idea.
The claim that the cross originated in
the form of the Crux Ansata as a sym
bol of immortality, and yet partially
representative of the sex functioning or
the functioning of material reproduc
tion of life in a physical form, is only
partly true: for as a matter of fact,
nearly all of the sacred symbols and
emblems had several interpretations or
applications in ancient times and
since the mystery of reproduction
was looked upon as one of the
greatest of the mysteries, and ex
planatory of the idea o f the continuity
o f life or immortality, many of the
sacred symbols were associated with
this great mystery. W e find that most
of the symbols of antiquity were asso
ciated with both the spiritual and the
worldly expressions of the laws of God
and nature.
The rose, on the other hand, seems to
have always been associated almost ex
clusively with the spiritual side of man's
existence and emblematic of the soul.
The rose as a flower was considered in
many oriental lands as a sacred and
divine manifestation through nature and
the process of its unfolding and develop
ment seemed to symbolize the unfoldment and development of the soul. U n
doubtedly, its beauty, rare fragrance,
tenderness, sweetness, magnificence o f
color, rarity, and other qualities, helped
to make it symbolical o f the soul of
man. The joining of these two, then,
the rose and the cross, is the logical
unity of two outstanding sacred prin
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ciples— the physical body of man and
the delicate unfolding soul nature with
in.
But nowhere in the history o f the
Rosicrucian emblem do we find any
story or account of its sudden and
definite adoption at any specific period
of time as we do with the Rosary, ac
cording to many eminent Roman Cath
olic writers. Turning to this ecclesiastical
history o f the Rosary, we find that the
father of its use is claimed to be that
famous monk, St. Dominic. It is said
that during the very troublesome and
disturbing days in southern France
when various sects were vying with
each other in an attempt to reform the
Roman Catholic religion, or to upset it
altogether, and to establish a new form
of religious worship or promote atheism
and non-reliqious ideas. St. Dominic, as
a young and very enthusiastic support
er of the church, journeyed throuqh
that country and was deeply moved by
the conditions which he found there.
History tells us, o f course, much
about the very serious restlessness of
the people at that time. N ot only had
there come into southern France and
especially into the section which cen
tered around the city of Toulouse, many
mystical movements which had their
origin in the Orient or in Palestine, and
which were truly devoted to the adora
tion o f “ the one and everliving G od "
and which were fostering and teaching
secretly a very deep and profound in
terest in the spiritual mysteries of life,
but many wholly destructive and irre
ligious organizations that spread among
the people and which were designed al
most exclusively to destroy all forms of
religion and bitterly attack the estab
lished churches. All sacred property
and the most devout followers of the
church were assaulted and the devasta
tion and destruction o f property and life
alike was becoming rampant. It was
more than the development of heresy,
and in fairness to the Roman Catholic
Church it must be said that the attempt
on the part o f the church to discontinue
the destructive activities was not ex
clusively an attempt to suppress heresy.
But when such development o f critical
thought is accompanied by the wanton
destruction of property and life and
open warfare is made upon institutions

and individuals alike, it is but natural
that a reaction and a form of defense
should be started despite the fact that
it too might become destructive.
There is no need at this time for any
further comments on my part regarding
the situation that existed in southern
France, for that history has been cov
ered completely in thousands of books
and I am not attempting to defend or
even explain the motives expressed by
any of the personages or institutions in
volved in the controversies. But I can
not overlook the important significance
that in this very district where much
blood was unnecessarily sacrificed in
the name of religion and where many
thousands unnecessarily and wantonly
persecuted the innocent, there were a
number of movements devoted to the
most peaceful, beautiful, mystical inter
pretation of life and the mysteries of
religion that the world has ever known.
W h a t a complex situation existed,
therefore, in this one part of the world!
And it is said, in the history of the
Rosary, that St. Dominic sought inspira
tion in silent and private prayer and
meditation within one of the cathedrals
of that district, and on one occasion he
appealed to the heart of that Advocate
whom he greatly loved, Mary, the
mother of Jesus. W ith tearful eyes he
besought her not to allow such suffering
and sorrows to be useless to the people
for whom Jesus died. "Then it was that
the heavens opened, and the Mother of
God, holding a Rosary in her hand, ap
peared in dazzling brightness to her
servant whom she thus addressed: 'Be
of good courage, Dominic, the fruits of
your labor w i l l be abundant. The
remedy for the evils you lament will be
meditation on the life, death, and glory
of my Son uniting thereto the recitation
of the Angelic Salutation by which the
mystery of redemption was announced
to the world’ .”
The Rosary as a device, an emblem,
or a Devotion, was then explained to
him in detail with the instructions that
it should be adopted and used by all of
the faithful throughout the world. It
T he
Rosicrucian was given to him as a precious gift and
as a heritage to the faithful. According
Digest
to the record, Dominic was filled with
January
gratitude and animated with new cour
age and he arose from prayer and
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hastened to obey the command o f the
Queen of Heaven. It is said in another
portion o f the record that before he
could call the faithful together into a
great church to hear his description of
the new revelation and divine gift, the
people seemed to be charged with some
mysterious summons and had already
assembled in a great church awaiting
some unknown event. Dominic ascend
ed the pulpit and proclaimed the D evo
tion that has been revealed to him from
heaven. "F or a while they remained in
sensible to his words, but God was not
wanting in aiding His ministry. A
violent storm arose, the church was
lighted up by the lurid glare of the
lightning, while peal a f t e r peal of
thunder resounded. A statue of the
Blessed Virgin then began to move, at
one time pointing to heaven in a
threatening manner, again pointing to
the preacher as if imploring them to
listen to him and obey his voice. The
obdurate hearts of the people were at
length touched, the victory was gained.
The Rosary had conquered. Prostrating
themselves with one impulse at St.
Dominic's feet, the people begged to be
received to this wonderful devotion."
This was the beginning of a series of
victories for the Rosary, which have
continued up to the present hour and
will undoubtedly continue far into the
future.
It may not be known to all o f our
readers that one of the great benefits
and blessings of the use of the Rosary
is not only the aid it gives in systematic
prayer and for which the emblem is un
doubtedly worthy of emulation and con
sideration. but its use grants to the
faithful many plenary and other in
dulgences in those hours after transition
when such indulgences from the trials
and tribulations of the soul are like
jewels in the string of divine benedic
tions according to the Roman Catholic
teachings. For this and other reasons
the Rosary is looked upon by the
Roman Catholic Church as its most ex
cellent o f all Devotions.
I desire to quote the precise words
used by one writer in describing the
profound manner in which the Rosary is
respected:
“ W hether man weeps or rejoices,
whether he is visited by trials or prosFour Hundred Sixty-six

perity, whether he has to obey or com
mand, whether he lives in the world or
the cloister, whether he lives among the
faithful or the infidel, whether he wields
a sceptre or sways the shepherd's crook
— he will find in the Rosary a lesson
suitable to his vocation, a grace which
will answer his present need, a virtue
which seems to have been placed there
for him, and for him alone."
"A s the elevation of the mind to God
in the contemplation of his mysteries of
mercy and love enlightens the soul and
inflames the heart, the Rosary offers to
our meditation the most sublime truths
of religion. This is the testimony o f
every soul truly devoted to the Beads.
It is testimony of the Saints of G od. . . .
Man is a dependent being. W e must
rely on God for our needs o f soul and
body. God is able and prepared to give
us all necessities, but He requires us to
ask Him for them. N ot that He may
know our wants but that we may pay
Him the homage o f prayer and at the
same time recognize our dependence on
Him: and, furthermore, that, by prayer,
we may gain the grace and glory which
prayer properly offered obtains.”
Then follows an explanation of why
and how we should pray and it is illu
minating in its spiritual and mystical
significance. According to this explana
tion, based upon a statement by St.
Thomas who said, “ G od has made our
salvation, and the accomplishment of
His designs which are full of love for
His elect, and tend to their predestina
tion. to depend on prayer. W h en we
pray, it is not in order to change the
decrees of God. but to fulfill them, and
to obtain what he has resolved to grant
to prayer alone, that thus men may de
serve to receive by their prayers, what
He has determined to grant them from
eternity out of His pure goodness.
It is from these thoughts that we
understand according to this author
that while G od wills our sanctification
and salvation, it is for our own good we
make use of the means which He has
appointed, and one of the essential
means is prayer. Jesus did say, "Ask,
and you shall receive." If you refuse to
ask or neglect to ask, then you cannot
expect to receive since you fail to em
ploy the means appointed.
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Certainly, the student of mysticism
can see in all of this the pure mysticism
of theology and the beauty of spiritual
inspiration and interpretation. It is very
significant indeed that the birth or
origin of the Rosary as recorded in the
records of the church is attributed to
the city of Toulouse from which center
came not only the spread of the Rosicrucian Order throughout Europe at a
very early date, but in which the
Knights of the Temple and several
other mystical organizations had their
great centers and f r o m which the
Crusaders started forth in their great
campaigns, and around which locality
has ever been associated so much of the
secret doctrines and beautiful mystical
teachings of religion. Toulouse is today
a district of sacred shrines for Rosicrucians and for mystics of many schools
and to find the Rosary attributed to
this district is, as I have said, very
significant.
But we must remember, without in
any way detracting from the beautiful
experience which St. Dominic may have
had in a great church in southern
France, or w i t h o u t questioning the
claim that he was inspired at that time
and place, as if by the voice of M ary
or actually by a divine visitation, to
promote the use of the Rosary among
the faithful, that this was not the be
ginning and first use of a string of
beads as a sacred Rosary. Here in our
museum at Rosicrucian Park we have
what may be found in some of the other
rare collections in museums of foreign
cities, a number of Rosaries that were
found in the mummy caskets and burial
places of Egypt and others in foreign
lands, and which were in use and held
sacred and as a means of approaching
G od in prayer long before the Christian
era. In fact, in a number of ancient re
ligions a string of beads used as a
Rosary was common practice among the
most devout and in a number of these
Rosaries, if not in all, the beads were of
various classifications and having defin
ite significances so that one regulated
or controlled the manner of prayer by
the counting of the beads. And in all of
these ancient times these Rosaries were
held in high esteem, perhaps as very
sacred emblems and devices. This fact,
however, would not have prevented a

great Cosmic and spiritual revelation
coming to St. Dominic in regard to the
revival and use of the Rosary with a
new application, a new list of prayers
or sacred formulas as a means of re
awakening the interest o f the devout.
T o Rosicrucians, the emblem of the
Rosy Cross should be an emblem or
symbol to be held in high esteem and
great reverence. It is not exclusively
or primarily a religious emblem but
rather an esoteric emblem. It is a sym
bol of the ideals and purposes of the
Rosicrucian Fraternity and of the Rosicrucian teachings. T o thousands of
Rosicrucians it is respected and adored
in the same manner that many respect
and adore the Rosary, not for the same
purpose but to the same end. In no wise
do we recommend that the Rosy Cross
as an emblem should supplant any
other sacred device which is of a purely
religious significance or a part of a de
votional service in the church, for we do
not seek to have our members dis
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associate themselves from their religion,
their church, or their spiritual convic
tions. But certainly every true Rosi
crucian can look upon the Rosicrucian
emblem as something that will help to
give him strength and fortitude in his
hours of trials and tribulations and
whether he w e e p s or rejoices, or
whether he is visited by t r i a l s or
prosperity, or whether he has to obey
or command, or whether he lives in the
world or the cloister, or among the
faithful or the infidel, and regardless of
whether he wields the sceptre or sways
the shepherd s crook, he will find in the
ideals and principles represented by the
Rosy Cross that additional strength and
help which will enable him to meet his
present needs and to that same degree
in which he respects and honors, if not
reverences, the Rosy Cross, will he find
himself attuned with the mystical pow
ers that will enable him to unfold the
self within as the rose unfolds in all of
its fullness of color and beauty.
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SOME UNUSUAL READING MATTER
During these long winter nights when nature is not very hospitable, we welcome a
comfortable chair, a warm room and some excellent reading material. Many have asked
us, therefore, to suggest some especially interesting and instructive articles contained in
back numbers of "The Rosicrucian Digest” that could be obtained at a reasonable price.
Therefore, in line with that suggestion we are pleased to announce that we have selected
four magazines which contain outstanding articles.

Such articles as "Legends and

Dreams." "A t the Feet of the M aster," "M y Personal Experiences" by the Imperator.
"This Thing Called Fear." " M a n s Greatest Pow er," "The Purpose of Transition." These
are but a few of many articles contained in these four especially selected magazines.
These four periodicals can be had postpaid for the small sum of 60c. Th ey offer to you
for this small sum many hours of really interesting, instructive, and worth-while reading.
Naturally, there is not a very great number of the magazines containing these outstand

T he
Rosicrucian
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January
1935

ing articles available, therefore we suggest that you order at once. Send your remittance
and order asking for the package of the specially selected four magazines to the Rosi
crucian Supply Bureau, Rosicrucian Park, San Jose. (D o not send postage stamps.)
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SANCTUM MUSINGS
SHOULD BELIEF PRECEDE KNOWLEDGE?
H E question of the
necessity of belief
preceding knowl
edge w a s first
made a popular is
sue by the ecclesiast and scholastic
philosopher, A n 
selm, during t h e
period o f 1033
1104 A. D. It was
p o p u l a r in the
sense o f b e i n g
g e n e r a l l y dis
cussed among the thinking and learned
people o f the time. His doctrine that
faith or belief must precede knowledge
was made in reference to the doctrines
and dogma of the e a r l y Christian
church. A superficial examination of
his doctrine would make it appear to be
but an exhortation to accept upon faith
the truthfulness and infallibility of the
church's doctrines rather than to await
a time when they would be in accord
with reason alone. He used as an
analogy: He who has no faith in light
can never come to know light.
The question has arisen a number of
times since Anselm and is one of con
siderable controversy today. In a con
sideration of it today it is often asked,
Four Hundred Sixty-nine

"A n d what was the real significance
that Anselm attached to his doctrine?
Did he mean that any traditional doc
trine, based upon an intangible author
ity or source not n o w in existence,
should be accepted purely upon faith in
the hope that its veracity would become
known to us by virtue of our faith
alone?" If this was meant, it puts a
severe strain upon reason, for it is quite
probable that there could exist at the
same time irrefutable facts of which one
could have knowledge and yet which
would not be compatible with the tradi
tional doctrines. It would mean utter
disregard of all knowledge not in accord
with the object of our faith solely upon
the hope that the belief would eventual
ly be realized as knowledge. It is be
cause most students understand A n
selm's doctrine in this manner that it has
been severely criticized as a checking of
rational thinking and a hindrance to the
advancement of knowledge. It is argued
by the opposition that logically, belief
must follow, not precede knowledge.
"H ow .” they ask. “ can a man believe
what he does not know?" Further, "If
he presumes to believe what he does not
know, he can never really come to know
the truth about what he believes." The

first contention is based u p o n the
reasoning that knowledge alone inspires
belief. W e experience something, per
sonally or otherwise, and that experi
ence constitutes our knowledge. W h at
we think we know, we believe. W e put
a dependency in our reasoning and in
our senses. W h a t appeals to the form
er is accepted as fact and forms our be
liefs, our convictions, and consequently
our faith. It is admitted by the oppon
ents of Anselm’s doctrine, however, that
our experiences may be faulty, our judg
ment erroneous, and our senses de
ceived; but until we learn that, our con
clusions, based upon our previous ex
periences, remain as knowledge and
continue to form the s a m e beliefs.
W h en we eventually come to know that
what we formerly thought was true is
false, we if fair with ourselves, they
state, reject the former judgment, accept
the new, and readjust our beliefs and
faith accordingly.
The latter contention of the opposi
tion is founded upon the reasoning that
if one presumes to believe what he has
not experienced or had knowledge of,
he is but forming an opinion. This
opinion, they contend, may become so
established as to prejudice the mind
against further investigation of the sub
ject. and thus prevent real knowledge
of the subject from being acquired.
These opponents, however, have intro
duced a word not included by Anselm
in his original doctrine, and that is
"opinion." W e who think that Anselm
attached a more profound philosophical
meaning to his doctrine than his critics
give him credit for, in his defense will
therefore proceed by a consideration of
this word "opinion." Our opinions are
our judgment. A judgment or conclu
sion is the result of reasoning. Such a
conclusion has not been actually ex
perienced as positive knowledge but
must have been composed at the time of
its origin of some factor o f positive
k n o w l e d g e . Man cannot form an
opinion which is not related to or estab
lished upon some reality experienced.
Our thoughts are composed of ideas re
The
Rosicrucian lated to actual objects of knowledge.
The nature of the opinion itself may
Digest
have in reality no actual existence. An
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opinion, however, stands in relation to
positive knowledge. W e do not mean
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that an opinion is of the same or greater
value than positive knowledge of some
thing; but an opinion of a thing in ab
sence of knowledge of it stands as equal
to actual knowledge of something else.
Human understanding embraces what
we think as well as what we know. W e
may say, for example, we know through
experience that our present economic
state is unsatisfactory; and we may
think or form an opinion about a theore
tical, satisfactory, economic state that
has not as yet had existence. Both,
however — the economic state which is
known and that one which is an opinion
— constitute our understanding of econ
omic states. W ron g opinions, it is true,
give way to actual knowledge because,
in relation to it, they seem erroneous;
but then, too, knowledge, when found
to be false, must give way to true
knowledge. The element of probability
now enters into the problem. Knowledge
can be wrong, but it is cloaked in a
greater degree of probability than is
opinion until proven wrong. Opinion
may become knowledge, and then again
it may not. Though this probability sur
rounds an opinion, a true opinion in
spires as m u c h confidence as does
knowledge. Anselm’s opponents con
tend that knowledge inspires belief be
cause of our confidence in our sense
experiences and our reasoning processes
by which we came to know. Opinion,
as we have seen, is the result o f the
same reasoning processes, though not
directly a product of our sense experi
ences, and thus must inspire confidence
in its nature also. W hen we doubt an
opinion, it is no longer an opinion. It
has either b e e n changed by actual
knowledge to the contrary, or the forma
tion of a new opinion. As long as we
hold to an opinion we have a confidence
as to its being right, with only the prob
ability that it might at some time be
proven wrong. W ’e see. therefore, that
there is associated with opinion, that
which Anselm’s opponents said was
m e r e l y associated with knowledge—
namely, belief and faith. It is belief and
faith in the existence of a thing, condi
tion, or a state, which inspires our in
vestigation of it. If we have belief or
conviction about anything, we m a y
eventually experience it, come to know
it, and then confirm our belief. It is
Four Hundred Seventy

quite possible that without having a be
lief in the existence of a thing, when we
eventually come to experience the actual
thing we will not appreciate it and its
true value will be lost to us.
Looking at this problem in the man
ner we presume Anselm looked upon it:
If one had no belief in the existence of
God. he would never seek out ways and
means to confirm that belief. It would
be possible perhaps that without the be
lief in God to experience in some way
or another the manifestations of God,
the realities of G o d ’s nature, without a
realization of what they were. A previ
ous belief or faith in a thing is the
building of a frame in which later the
picture can actually take form. It may
be true, as we have shown, that our
faith or our belief in something is
wrong, and we may later come to ex
perience knowledge which reveals the
falsity of our belief; but without the
belief, the true nature of that knowledge
could not be fully appreciated and is
even apt to be passed by as inconse
quential. All things which we experi
ence are not sufficiently interesting to
us for us to retain them in memory.
They are discarded by us as unimport
ant because we lack an appreciation of
their importance. If we think and form
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opinions and have faith in what we
think are the important things o f life,
even before we have actual knowledge
of them, then when we do experience
those things which will compose the
knowledge of our belief, we will recog
nize them, embrace them, and retain
them. Knowledge must be very forcibly
impressed upon us before it is accepted
if it is not easily identified with some
previous opinion or belief which we
have. Knowledge which has in it some
element related to a belief or an opinion
is welcomed as a friend. It bears marks
of familiarity and though it may differ
in many respects from our belief, at
least it is hailed and considered because
it is not strange to us. Therefore, we
say that definite beliefs and faiths invite
knowledge. A man or woman who
forms few definite beliefs or has few
faiths, you will find, has little in the
way of knowledge for the former draws
the latter. One must be ready, however,
at all times to make a change in his be
lief and in his faith when he finds that
it is not in accord with actual knowl
edge. Bigotry and intolerance make
their entrance only when one will not
change an opinion and a belief to make
it conform with true knowledge.
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THE CONSTITUTION AND STATUTES
This is just a reminder that the new Constitution and Statutes of the Grand Lodge of
|

A M O R C will be available to all members of the Grand Lodge at large, known as N a-
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tional members, and members of Lodges of the North and South American jurisdiction,
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on and after the date of January 10, 1935. It is an attractively prepared book, and in
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addition to the Constitution itself it contains souvenir pages in which a record of your
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initiation may be entered, and your advancement from degree to degree in the Order.
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W e urgently request every member of the Order to obtain one for reference. Send your
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remittance of 10c to the Rosicrucian Supply Bureau, Rosicrucian Park, San Jose. Cali-
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fomia, and ask for your copy.

(D o not send postage stamps.)
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Alchemy
MODERN SCIENCE PROVES TRUTH OF TRANSMUTATION
B y Frater S. J. M arx

V
H E student of his
tory is intrigued
by the present talk
of I N F L A T I O N
and C O N T R A C 
T IO N . It is as old
as civilization, for
whenever the sup
ply o f money is in
creased to the ex
tent as to af f e c t
prices in general,
there is said to be
an IN F L A T IO N
O F T H E C U R R E N C Y , and when
there is a scarcity of money so that
prices fall, it is spoken o f as a C O N 
T R A C T IO N O F T H E C U R R E N C Y .
Inflation and contraction of the cur
rency may both be due to the present
available supply o f that precious metal
G O L D , and in that case are said to be
N A T U R A L . A n inflated currency may
also be brought about by the Govern
ment through the issue of paper money
in excessive amounts. In the latter case
the inflation is said to be A R T IF IC IA L .
Governments, while they regulate the
coinage of money, do not create it.
G O L D is a commodity existing in the
world common with other goods, and
The
Rosicruciart was employed as money long before
governments undertook to regulate its
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use. It is generally agreed that the fol
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lowing qualities should be present in
the materia] selected to serve as money:
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Commodity value, high specific value,
stability o f value, uniformity of value,
cognizability,
durability,
portability,
malleability, homogeneity.
It is not difficult to recognize that
these qualities are found in G O L D to a
greater extent than in any other known
substance: and for this reason G O L D in
most lands, during most of the history
o f civilization, is and was considered the
only real money.
W h ile space forbids going into the
history o f alchemy, the power and in
fluence o f the alchemists can hardly be
exaggerated. In nearly every court in
Europe men were appointed by kings
and emperors to T R A N S M U T E base
metals, like lead and iron into gold, and
so to advance the financial status of
their kingdoms. Records exist which
tell of the lending of alchemists by one
court to another, and of treaties between
governments, where monarchs traded in
alchemists. M any of the alchemists
were raised to the nobility, and were
the favorites o f their kings, who worked
in the laboratories with them. In Vienna
are displayed leaden bars which Emper
or Rudolph II of Prague tried to con
vert into gold, bearing testimony of this
monarch's interest in t h i s strange
science.
If we turn to the great field of chem
istry, we learn that before this science
came into existence there was the art of
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alchemy, which really is the same word.
The alchemists who were not pure
mystics, were searching for the "Philo
sopher’s Stone," with which they hoped
to attain the following ends: 1. T o per
form transmutation.
2. T o find the
elixir of youth. The "Philosopher’s
Stone” was the stone that had the
power of transforming all it touched
into gold. These searchers have been
styled in modern history as being fool
ish, but we would not have had our
modern science o f chemistry if there
had been no alchemists. They were
patient men who made numberless ex
periments and noted numberless facts.
They laid the foundation for chemistry.
As we peer down the vista o f the
past, we find the hope of transmutation
holding the most prominent place in the
minds of thinking men. Frenzied al
chemy held the world in its grip for
m a n y centuries of recorded history.
This art with its alluring goal and
fascinating mysticism dominated the
thought and actions of thousands of the
most brilliant minds. Even Roger Bacon,
easily the most learned man of his age,
the monk who some seven hundred
years ago foresaw such modern scientific
inventions as the steamship and the fly
ing machine, believed in the possibility
of solving this all-consuming problem.
Sir Isaac Newton, one of the clearest
scientific thinkers o f all time, bought
and consulted books on alchemy as late
as the 18th century. In his room at
Trinity College, Cambridge, he built a
small laboratory where he tried various
experiments in transmutation.
Alchemy perhaps originated, on the
one hand, from the practice o f the
Egyptian goldsmiths and workers in
metal, who experimented with alloys,
and on the other hand from the theories
of the Greek philosophers concerning
world grounds, first matter, and the
elements. Chemistry has continued the
search of the ancient Greeks and now is
confining its studies to the "atom of
matter," in its relation to protons and
electrons. Protons are positive charges
o f electricity, and electrons are negative
charges of electricity. It has been ascer
tained that they attract each other
strongly. So powerful is this love be
tween them that if the energy thus
stored in a little water or earth could be
Four Hundred Seventy-three

utilized it would furnish the power for
all industry.
Thus the search of the ancients for
gold has been properly expressed by our
modern scientists in their search for the
cause of all matter. This persistent
search of the ancients to try and trans
mute base metals into gold has fur
nished a clue for the great mass o f dis
coveries in the chemical field. Nitric,
hydrochloric, and sulphuric acids, the
three most important acids employed by
modern chemists, and aqua regia, the
powerful solvent for gold, formed by
the mixing o f the first two of these
acids, were introduced by the early gold
searchers. In their quest for the seed
of gold in the dirt and dross of the cen
turies, new elements like antimony, ar
senic. bismuth and phosphorus were
unearthed. M any o f the common chem
icals o f today owe their discovery to
the alchemists— alum, borax, cream of
tartar, ether, fulminating gold, plaster
o f Paris, red lead, iron and silver salts.
Some of the apparatus and utensils
which are the tools of the scientist in his
laboratories were first introduced by
the alchemists, such as the cupel, dis
tilling flask, retort, water bath, and the
balance.
The Jesuit, Athanasis Kircher, cen
turies ago made the statement: " A l
chemy is a science not yet known but
which will become known." The recent
work o f scientists, such as Dr. Irving
Langmuir, in charge o f the great G en
eral Electric Research Laboratories,
which spends millions yearly in the in
terest of science, was the discoverer of
the fact that atoms differ only from
each other in chemical activity because
o f their tendency to complete their out
side shells and thus render the atom
more stable. This fact has explained
the riddle of transmutation.
M odern alchemy is a very different
art from man’s early striving to change
lead into gold. Today, armed with cen
turies of research, which culminated in
Langmuir’s picture of the atomic world,
chemists may hope to change base
metals into precious minerals, not by the
necromancy of the zealous alchemistical adepts, but by the clear, explicable
methods of controlled experimentation.
All of the ninety-two atoms o f the
material universe differ only in the

number of positive protons in their
nuclei and the number of electrons out
side their kernels. Hence we can, by
changing this number of electrons and
protons, transmute the elements one
into another. Nature performs this
transmutation with radium, uranium and
other radioactive metals. (Uranium,
atomic number 92. passes finally into
lead, atomic number 82.)
Scientists
have ridiculed the theory of the al
chemists of the similarity o f all first
matter, and could continue to do so
until the various elements o f chemistry
remained indivisible. N ow , however,
they know that the ancients were cor
rect in their postulations, for the so
called elements have been shown to be
composed of electrons and protons in
various combinations. Uranium quoted
above has an atomic weight of 238 and
in the table of atoms it is the last num
ber, 92, and that its nucleus contains
238 protons. Its nucleus also carries
H 6 electrons. The other 92 electrons
to make up the 238 necessary to balance
the 238 protons are free agents re
volving about the nucleus as planets re
volve around the sun. From an atom o f
uranium remove ten free protons and
the result is lead. Remove 13 of the
free protons from uranium and the re
sult is gold. Y ou can continue this pro
cess until there is only one proton and
one electron left and you have the light
est and simplest of all atoms, hydrogen,
consisting of one electron revolving
around one proton.
Prof. Ernest Rutherford, the most
brilliant student of Sir. J. J. Thomson,
the former head of the famous Cavend
ish Laboratory in England, and who
succeeded Thomson as the head of
that Research Laboratory, proved trans
mutation when he changed nitrogen
(element N o. 7 of the 92 chemical ele
ments) into helium, element number 2
of the same table. This is an unques
tioned transmutation o f one elementary
gas into another.
The only obstacle in the way of
commercialized transmutation of lead
into gold lies in the difficulty of obtain
The
Rosicrucian ing powerful forces of sufficient energy
to tear away or add electrons to the
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haps its solution lies in the discovery

and utilization o f some catalytic agent
w h o s e presence in minute amounts
would continue the transmutation which
was once started.
It was Sir J. J. Thomson who gave
the world its knowledge o f the smallest
entity in the whole universe. This tin
iest of all things is omnipresent. It has
helped to build the atoms, the molecules,
the stars. From the simplest atom of
hydrogen to the mighty star, bright red
Betelgeuse a hundred billion times
larger than our earth, the E L E C T R O N
is part of all matter. It is said by
scientists that the universe is 600,000,
000,000.000,000,000 miles in circumfer
ence, and in this vast space the
C O M M O N E S T thing is the busy little

ELECTRO N!
Has Irving Langmuir, dreamer and
practical engineer, in his conception of
the tiny cosmos o f an atom, a probable
explanation o f the ultimate search of
alchemy? His theory being that metals
are lenders o f electrons and that non
metals are the borrowers. Hence metals
and non-metals will combine energeti
cally with each other and both, by an
exchange of electrons, assume a stable
condition, which our Rosicrucian law
explains in the words “ all is becoming."
Those of our students who have
studied the Nodin Law in the Fourth
Degree, find nothing strange in this
postulation of Langmuir's.
Chemistry and physics are daily, al
most hourly, changing their theories:
Rosicrucian postulations have withstood
the centuries. W e need not change our
principles and landmarks, nor are we
under the necessity of commenting on
our laws as was expressed by Prof.
W . F. G. Swann of Yale, when he said
"in the growth o f human thought when
nature, having led man to hope that he
may understand her glories, turns for a
time capricious and mockingly chal
lenges his powers to harmonize her
mysteries by revealing new treasures— ” .
The field of the sub-atomic world be
yond the electron is embarrassing the
scientists more than ever. Seriousminded men are wondering once more
whether nature is really consistent and
orderly. Some natural philosophers,
helplessly befuddled by the cataclysmal
disclosures of the past few years, are
actually in retreat. The whole estabPour Hundred Seventy-four

lished edifice o f science seems to be in
need of overhauling if nature is to be
made to appear orderly. Yet science is
not doomed. "Mankind is at the very
beginning o f its existence," says Sir
James Jeans, “ and has only just begun
to notice the cosmos. It is hardly likely
to interpret it right in the first moments
its eyes are open." And the Rosicrucian
student can readily agree with Sir
Joseph John Thomson, who said, "A s
we conquer peak after peak we see in
front o f us regions full o f interest and
beauty, but we do not see our goal, we
do not see the horizon; in the distance
tower still higher peaks, which will
yield to those who ascend them still
wider prospects.”
Mother Egypt tended the cradle of
civilization; her wonderful children pos

V

sessed considerable empirical knowl
edge, but viewing nature through an in
scrutable veil of mystery they could not
completely comprehend the laws of
science nor understand its principles.
Egypt transmitted no scientific legacy to
posterity.
On Egypt's monuments,
Pthah the creator still remains, and
there the unwearying Neph sits at the
potter’s wheel, turning clay into men.
But these gods are dead, and the men
they mold are lifeless. From the pyra
mid fields, the silent Sphinx of Giza
gazes eastward over the Nile valley,
and has no message for modern nations.
Chemistry is still in its infancy, but
its developments more and more prove
the postulations o f the alchemists, the
scientists of olden times.

V
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Our Next Convention
THIS IS THE TIME TO MAKE YOUR PLANS
FOR NEXT SUMMER
By T he C onvention C hairman
W IL L surely be
excused for bring
ing this matter be
fore the attention
o f our members so
early in the year,
but t h e fact re
mains t h a t there
are only a f e w
months b e tw e e n
the appearance of
this announcement
and the opening of
our n e x t annual
Convention in San Jose on July 14-20.
On that Sunday evening, and continuing
throughout the week to the great ban
quet on Saturday evening, July 20th, we
will have again our wonderful joyous
period of relaxation, entertainment, in
struction, guidance, and practical dem
onstration of our principles and teach
ings.
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The Convention last year was the
largest and most enthusiastic one we
have ever held. In fact, each year the
attendance has increased, and the work
accomplished has been more important,
and by the unanimous vote of everyone
present last year the details of the pro
gram and the specific and personal
helps have been augmented and added
to until the Convention is actually one
of the most vital things in the lives of
those members who can afford the time
and small expense to be present here in
San Jose.
Make your plans now for next sum
mer's vacation. You can come here a
few days before the Convention and
stay a few days after it. Y ou can make
a month of it if you wish to, and enjoy
all o f the wonderful scenery and rare
sights a n d privileges of the entire
Pacific Coast in that time. Or you can
get here on Sunday, July 14, just before

the opening session in the evening, and
hurry away again at the end o f the
week and still enjoy all of the pleasure
o f the journey to this coast and your
return trip, and derive the great benefits
of your contact with the Convention.
M any new and interesting features
are already being planned for this year's
program, and there will be special dem
onstration sessions held in the labora
tories and rooms of the new University
Science Building, and many new addi
tions have been made to Rosicrucian
Park for your interest and for those per
sonal intimate sessions with s m a l l
groups o f students who are in the same
grade or section of study.

the Convention Secretary, c /o A M O R C
Temple, San Jose, California, and in
due time you will be sent circular in
formation that will answer all of your
questions.
And may I say again that we want to
have every member present who has
any constructive, helpful suggestion to
make or recommendation to offer to the
Convention as a body, and we desire
that those who cannot come to the Con
vention and who wish to express them
selves in regard to any recommenda
tions or suggestions, prepare such a
writing and forward it to their District
Inspector-General or Grand Councilor
so that he or she may present it proper
ly here for the consideration of the
assembled delegates and members. Give
yourself and the members of your fam
ily a real treat this summer and come to
the "V alley of Heart’s Delight” in the
center of which is Rosicrucian Park
with all of its allurements and illum
inating interests.

Make your plans now by setting
aside part of July for your summer vaca
tion. If you wish to know anything
about touring or traveling conditions,
and how you may come here easily,
quickly, and economically by automobile
or by train, you may address a letter to
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THE VALUE OF A WORD
:

T he
Rosicrucian
Digest
January
1935

Mankind is alone responsible for the fact that their statements and words to each

|

|

other are not accepted upon their face value.

So often have men made statements which

E

I

have been found to be valueless, unsupported, and not true, that these experiences have

E

|

engendered in most people the attitude of suspicion or at least the desire to investigate

|

|

the veracity of a statement before accepting it.

This not only applies to men as in-

|

E

dividuals, but to organizations and societies. There are so many of the latter in existence

=

|

today that claim to be part of or associated with some world-wide movement or that

f

j

lead the public to believe that they are a definite well-established institution, when in

f

|

fact they are naught but a name and a word. Inasmuch as A M O R C IS world-wide and

E

|

inasmuch as IT D O E S have a definite institution with facilities and the means of “ mak-

E

|

ing good" its promises and statements, we as Rosicrucians should make this distinction

§

E

of A M O R C well known.

jj

E

are exact photographic reproductions of Rosicrucian Park, its beautiful grounds and of

E

i

its beautiful, magnificent, inspiring buildings. These are the things which most of the

E

I

other organizations speak of in words, but are not able to reveal as reality.

E

=

prove to the world that we are andhave what we say we are and have. Send to friends

E
1

W e have for this purpose Rosicrucian view postcards which

So let us

E

and acquaintances one or more of

E

set o f eight may be had at the rate o f 5c each or 40c for the set. (Orders for less than

these exceptionally attractive view postal cards. A

i

:

five cannot be filled.) Order a set

|

|

cian Park, San Jose. California.

today from the Rosicrucian Supply Bureau, Rosicru-

dl"»....... ............. ............................................... ....................... ................... ........................... d)
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THE DEVOTEE
This is a companion picture to the one appearing in the
December, 1934, issue. It depicts a zealous student or
worshiper leaving her shrine. The excellent modeling gives
a pious and spiritual expression to the face. The entire ar
rangement of the subject suggests peace.
( Courtesy of Rosicruciart Digest.)

S I T IN
This Interesting Session
<jj Would you like to draw up a chair and listen unobserved to some of the most inter
esting and startling conferences ever held by humans? Would you enjoy hearing the
discussion of human problems and their solution? Can you not imagine the thrill of
listening to a frank and forceful analysis of life’s most intriguing mysteries?

To the Supreme Temple of the Rosicrucians men and women come from all parts
of the world to engage the Supreme officers in a discussion of the most interesting
subjects. Daily, the highest officers, in their private conference chambers, give prac
tical, helpful advice to members, and inspiring answers to puzzling questions from the
far corners of the earth. The instructive answers would be equally as beneficial to
you as to others. But YO U C AN SH ARE IN TH ESE PRIVILEGES; you can be a
part of these personal, friendly associations.

Intimate Advice in the Privacy of Your Home
W ithou t expen se o r inconvenience, these con feren ces can
had In the quiet, intim ate environm ent o f y ou r hom e.
read the personal answ ers given to m em bers throughou t
b y the Im perator. in response to the m ost vital questions.
personalities, these an sw ers m ake know n to y o u the Joys
happiness and brin g you a real com radeship.

be silently
Y ou may
the w orld,
Free from
o f human

"T h e R osicru cia n F o ru m " m akes all o f this possible. It is a
private jou rn al, published fo r R osicru cia n s on ly, and con tain s the
an sw ers to thousands o f qu estions received m onthly. T he articles
are written in a personal, conversational style, ju3t as they were
dictated. They read as though you w ere sitting, chatting w ith the
Im perator in his sanctum. It con tain s th irty -tw o large pages of
solid reading m atter in clear, easy -to-rea d type. E very page is
cram m ed w ith the m ost helpful inform ation. One o f
these large m agazines w ill be sent to y o u every oth er
ONLY
m onth fo r the m ost reasonable price o f o n ly $1.75
fo r the entire year. W e are so confident that you
w ill e n jo y it, that w e say read on e issue, and if
y ou are not satisfied, you r su bscrip tion m oney will
be returned. D o not w ait and m iss another issue—•
su bscrib e today.
A YEAR

$]75

The

ROSICRUCIAN F O R U M
ROSIC R U CIA N

P A R R , SAN JO SK , C A L IF O R N IA , U. S. A.

THE PURPOSES OF

THE

M em ber o f
•FUDOSI”
(F ed era tion U niverselle Des
O rders et
Societies
InitiatJque)

ROSICRUCIAN

ORDER

T he R osicructan O rder, ex istin g in all civilized lands, is a non-sectarian,
fraternal b od y o f men and w om en devoted to the investigation, study, and
practical application o f natural and spiritual laws. T he purpose o f the org a n i
zation is to enable all to live in harm ony w ith the creative, constructive.
C osm ic fo rce s fo r the attainm ent o f health, happiness, and P eace.
The Order is internationally know n as AM ORC (an a b b revia tion ), and the
AM ORC in A m erica, and all other lands, constitu tes the on ly form o f R osicrucian activities united in one b od y having representation in the interna
tional federation .
T he AM ORC does not sell its teachings, but gives them
freely to all affiliated m em bers, together w ith many other benefits.
In q u irers seekin g to know the h istory , purposes, and practical ben efits
that they m ay receive from R osicru cia n association, are invited to send for
the free book, “ T he W isdom o f the S ages.” A ddress. F ria r S. P. C., care o f
AMORC TEM PLE
R osicru cia n P ark, San J o se , C aliforn ia , U. S. A.
(C able A d d ress: "A M O R C O ”
R adio Station W 6H T B )

Officials of the J^forth and South A m erican Jurisdictions
(In clu d in g the U nited States, D om inion o f Canada, Alaska, M exico, Guatem ala, H on du ras, Nicaragua,
Costa R ica, El Salvador. R ep u b lic o f Panam a, the W est Indies. L o w e r C alifornia, and all land
under the protection o f the U nited States o f Am erica.
H . S P E N C E R L E W IS . F. R . C.. P h. D.
R A L P H M. L E W IS , F. R . C .....................
C L EM E N T B. L E B R U N . F. R . C..........
H A R V E Y M ILES. F. R . C.........................
E T H E L B. W A R D .........................................
H A R R Y L. S H IB L E Y , F. R. C.................

.................................. Im perator
.................Suprem e Secretary
...........................Grand M aster
.....................Grand T reasu rer
S ecretary to Grand M aster
.....D irector o f P u blication s

Junior Order o f Torch Bearers (sp on sored b y A M O R C ). F o r com p lete Inform ation as to Its alms
and benefits ad d ress G eneral Secretary, Grand C hapter, R osicru cia n P ark , San Jose, C alifornia.

The following principal branches are District Headquarters o f A M O R C
Atlanta, Georgia:
Atlanta Chapter N o. 650. Vincent Cunning
ham, Jr., Master: 496 Ashby St., S. W .
Meetings 7:30 eveiy Thursday night. 809
Cherokee Ave., S. E.
San Jose, California:
Grand Lodge Session for all members, Tues
day evenings, 7:30 to 8:30 p. m„ Naglee
Avenue, Rosicrucian Park.

Los Angeles, California:
Hermes Lodge, A M O R C Temple, Reading
Room and Inquiry office open daily, 9 a. m.
to 9 p. m., except Sundays. Granada Court,
672 South Lafayette Park Place. Mr. Lorenz
Ernst, Master.
Hartford, Connecticut:
Isis Lodge A M O R C , Mr. W allace Andross,
Master, 27 Kenyon Place, East Hartford.
Conn.

San Francisco, California:
Francis Bacon Lodge, Mr. Harvey Miles,
Boston, Massachusetts:
Master, 1655 Polk Street, San Francisco,
The Marie Clemens Lodge, Miss Ruth J.
California.
Taylor, Master. Temple and Reading Rooms,
New York City, New York:
739 Boylston St„ Telephone Kenmore 9398.
New York Chapter, Rooms 35-36, 711 8th
Chicago, Illinois:
Ave., cor. 8th Ave. and 45th St. Hans
Wiesner, Master; Ruth Farran, Secretary.
Chicago Chapter N o. 9, Victor J. W ood ,
Inquiry and reading rooms open week days.
Master; Elsie E. M ooy, Secretary. Tele
1 to 8 p.m .
phone Harrison 6835. Reading Room open
afternoons and evenings. Sundays 2 to 5
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania:
only. Room 705, Lyon & Healy Bldg., 64 E.
Delta Lodge N o. 1, AM O R C , S. E. Com er
Jackson Blvd. Lecture sessions for ALL
40th and Brown Sts., 2nd floor, John Spring
members every Tuesday night. 8:00 p. m.
field, Master.
Reading, Pennsylvania:
Chicago Chapter N o. 10 (colored). Geo. W .
Reading Chapter, S. R. Landis, Master, 602
Briggs, Master, Estella Durrah, Sec., Meeting
Schuylkill Ave. H. N. Mucher, Secretary.
every W ed. Night at 8 o'clock, 3760 So.
Meeting every Sunday, 7:30 p. m., Friend
Wabash Ave., Room 2.
ship Hall, 113 North 8th St.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania:
Baltimore, Maryland:
Penn. First Lodge, Mr. Ernest Jeffries, Mas
Baltimore Chapter, Mr. Frank M. Glover,
ter; 519 W oodlaw n Ave.. Oakmont, Pa.
Jr„ Master. 610 Arlington Ave.
(Directory Continued on Next Page)

Portland, Oregon:
Portland Chapter. Clara Grace Anderson,
F .R .C .. 1530 N. E. 10th Ave., Meetings
every Tuesday, 8:00 p. m. Phone Murdock
1447.

Seattle, Washington:
A M O R C Chapter 586. H. J. Huhn, Sr..
Master: W . G. Simpson, Sr., Secretary.
311-14 Lowman Bldg., between 1st and 2nd
Aves. on Cherry St. Reading Room open
week days 11 a. m. to 4:30 p. m. Visitors
welcome. Chapter meetings each Monday.
8:00 p. m.

Other Chartered Chapters and Lodges of the Rosicrucian Order (A M O R C ) will be found in
most large cities and towns of North America. Address of local representatives given on request.

P R IN C IP A L C A N A D IA N B R A N C H E S
Vancouver. British Columbia:
Canadian Grand Lodge, A M O R C , Merritt
G. Gordon, F. R. C., Grand Master, A M O R C
Temple, 878 Hornby St.
Victoria, British Columbia:
Victoria Lodge. Miss Bertha F. Houghton
Master; P. O. Box 14. Inquiry Office and
Reading Room, 101 Union Bank Bldg. Open
week days 10 a. m. to 6 p. m.
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada:
L. Emanuel Backman. Master. Session for
all members every Sunday, 2:30 p. m., 212
" A " Enderton Bldg.. Portage Ave and Har
grave Street, Phone 27204.

Montreal, Quebec. Canada:
Chapitre de Montreal d'A M O R C (French
Section). Mr. Paul Gadbois, Secretary, 1252
Rue St. Hubert, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
Montreal Chapter, Arthur M. Noseworthy.
Master, Room 303 Builders Temple, 627
Dorchester St., W . Open 11 a. m. to 4 p. m.
dally— Saturday 10 a. m. to 1 p. m.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada:
J. Kirkpatrick, Master. Sessions 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the month, 7:00 p. m., No. 10
Lansdowne Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta:
James Clements, Master, 9533 Jasper Ave. E.

SP A N IS H A M E R IC A N S E C T IO N
This jurisdiction includes all the Spanish-speaking Countries of the New W orld. Its Supreme
Council and Administrative Office are located at San Juan, Puerto Rico, having local Represen
tatives in all the principal cities of these stated Countries.
The name and address of the Officers and Representatives in the jurisdiction will be furnished
on application.
All correspondence should be addressed as follows:
Secretary General of the Spanish-American Jurisdiction of A M O R C , P. O. Box 36, San Juan.
Puerto Rico.

A F E W O F T H E F O R E IG N JU R ISD IC T IO N S
Scandinavian Countries:
The A M O R C Grand Lodge of Denmark.
Mr. Arthur Sundstrup. Grand Master: Carli
Anderson, S. R. C., Grand Secretary. Manogade 13th Strand. Copenhagen. Denmark.
Sweden:
Grand Lodge "Rosenkorset." Anton Svanlund, F. R. C., Grand Master. Jerusalemsgatan, 6, Malmo.
France:
Dr. H. Gruter, F. R. C „ Grand Master, Nice.
Mile. Jeanne Guesdon, S.R.C.. Corresponding
Secretary for the Grand Lodge (A M O R C )
of France, 56 Rue Gambetta, Villeneuve
Saint Georges, (Seine & O ise).
Austria:
Mr. Many Cihlar, K. R. C., Grossekretar der
A M O R C , Laxenburgerstr, 75/9. Vienna. X.
China and Russia:
The United Grand Lodge of China and Rus
sia, 8/18 Kavkazskaya St., Harbin. Man
churia.
Australia:
The Grand Council of Australia, S. L. S.
Kowron, F.R.C., Grand Master, "Sandhurst,’ ’
Quirk St.. Dee W h y , Sydney, N. S. W .

New Zealand:
Auckland Chapter, Attention Mr. C. D. Mill,
Wakefield College. Palmerston Bldg., Queen
St., Auckland.
England:
The A M O R C Grand Lodge of Great Britain,
Mr. Raymund Andrea, K.R.C.. Grand Master,
41 Berkeley Road. Bishipston, Bristol. Eng.
Dutch and East Indies:
W . J. Visser, Grand Master. Bod|ong 135
Semarang, Java.
Egypt:
The Grand Orient of A M O R C , Houce of the
Temple. M. A. Ramayvelim. F. R .C ., Grand
Secretary. 26. Avenue Ismalia, Heliopolis.
Africa:
The Grand Lodge of the Gold Coast,
A M O R C , Mr. H. C. Moncar, Grand Master.
P. O. Box 329 Accra, Gold Coast, W est
Africa.
India:
The Supreme Council, A M O R C , Calcutta,
India.
The addresses of other foreign Grand Lodges
and secretaries will be furnished on application.

THE SPIRITUAL
PROPERTY OF FOOD
Measure Your
Happiness by
Your D iet!
A rc there days when the sun is shining and all
nature is smiling and yet YOL1 are despondent? Do
you experience periods of depressed spirits when life
seems to settle about you like a cloud of gloom? Are
there times when to you all things take on an air
of suspense and foreboding, as if something un
pleasant were about to happen? Do you realize the
reason is most likely the food you eat? Each morsel
of food contains subtle elements which directly affect
the magnetic balance of your entire being. Your
state of happiness depends not alone on what you
eat, but when and how. Learn the nature of this
mysterious influence which diet exerts on your think
ing and mental life. A strange, helpful book entitled,
“ The Spiritual Property of Food,” is now available
to The Rosicrucian Digest subscribers as a gift.
Just send $1.50 for a five months’ subscription to
this magazine and this wonder manuscript in book
form will be sent to you ABSOLUTELY FREE.
Truly, this unique explanation of the hidden value
of diet, which you will receive free, is worth many
times to you the slight cost of the subscription.
Send remittance and subscription to:

FREE. . .
a private book on diet explaining the
spiritual property oj food and its effect
on your n elfare and happiness. Read
above for full details of its importance.
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The following books are recommended because of the special knowledge they contain, not to be
found in our teachings and not available elsewhere.

Volume I.

ROSICRUCIAN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS AND COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE ORDER.

T he story o f th( R osicru cia n ideals, traditions, activities, and accom plishm ents is told interestingly in this book,
and the scores o f qu estion s form a small e n cyclopa edia o f know ledge. Over 300 pages, prin ted on fin e b ook paper,
bound in green silk, and stam ped in g old.
P rice 32.00 p er cop y , postpaid.

Volume II.

ROSICRUCIAN PRINCIPLES FOR THE HOME AND BUSINESS.

A very practical b ook dealing with the solution o f health, financial, and business p rob lem s in the hom e and office.
W ell printed and bound in red silk, stam ped with g old . P rice $2.00 per copy, postpaid.

Volume III.

THE MYSTICAL LIFE OF JESUS.

A rare account o f the C osm ic preparation, birth, secret studies, m ission, c ru cifix ion , and later life o f the Great
M aster, from the records o f the Essene and R osicru cia n B roth erh oods.
A b ook that is dem anded in foreig n lands
as the most talked about revelation o f Jesus ever made. Over 300 pages, bea u tifu lly illustrated, bound in purple
silk, stam ped in g old. P rice $2.25 per cop y , postpaid.

Volume V.

"UNTO THEE I GRANT . . . "

A strange b ook prepared from a secret m anuscript found in the m onastery o f T ibet. It is filled w ith the most
sublim e teachings o f the ancient M asters o f the F ar East. T he b ook has had m any editions. W ell printed w ith at
tractive cover. P rice $1.25 p er copy, postpaid.

Volume VI.

A THOUSAND YEARS OF YESTERDAYS.

A beautiful sto ry o f reincarnation and m ystic lessons. T h is unusual b ook has been translated and sold in m any
lan gu ages and un iversally endorsed. W ell printed and bound w ith attractive cover.
P rice 85c per cop y , postpaid.

Volume VII.

SELF MASTERY AND FATE, W ITH THE CYCLES OF LIFE.

A new and astoun din g system o f d eterm in ing you r fortunate and unfortunate hours, weeks, month.?, and years
throughout y o u r life.
N o m athem atics required.
B etter than an y system o f n u m erology or a strolog y . B ound
in silk, stam ped in g o ld . P rice $2.00 per c o p y , postpaid.

Volume VIII.

THE ROSICRUCIAN MANUAL

Most com plete outline o f the rules, regulations, and op eration s o f lod ges and student w ork o f the O rder with
m any interesting articles, biographies, explanations, and com plete D iction ary o f R osicru cia n term s and w ords. Very
com p letely illustrated. A necessity to every student w h o w ishes to p rog ress rap idly, and a guide to all seekers.
W ell printed and bound in silk, stam ped with g old. P rice $2.00 per c op y , postpaid.

Volume XI.

MANSIONS OF THE SOUL, THE COSMIC CONCEPTION.

T he com plete d octrin es o f reincarnation explained. T his book m akes reincarnation easily un derstood .
trated, bound in silk, stam ped in g o ld , extra large. P rice $2.20 p er cop y , postpaid.

Volume XII.

W ell illu s

LEMURIA—THE LOST CONTINENT OF THE PACIFIC.

T he revelation o f an ancient and long forg otten M y stic civilization. F ascinating and intrigu ing. Learn how these
p eople cam e to be swept from the earth. K n ow o f th eir vast know ledge, m uch o f w h ich is lost to m ankind today.
W ell printed and bound, illustrated w ith ch arts and m aps. P rice $2.20 per c o p y , postpaid-

Volume XIII.

THE TECHNIQUE OF THE MASTER.

T he new est and m ost com plete guide fo r attaining the state o f C osm ic C onsciousness,
psych ic unfoldm ent. P rice $1.85 per c o p y , postpaid.

It is a m asterful w ork on

Send all orders fo r b o o k s, with rem ittances, d irect to RO SIC R U CIA N S U P PL Y B l'K K A I 7, R osicrucian P ark, San J ose, Cal.

THE IN S TIT U TIO N BEHIND T H IS A N N O U N C E M E N T

