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The ; w , ,, 
·' e1ss Books 

Through the generosity of Mr. A. M. Weiss, the 
proprietor of the "Weiss" books, "Journeys to 
Mars," $1.56 -nearly 600 pages; 13 illustrations) 
and "Decimon Huydas"-a "Romanc ·e of Mars" 
both works by that noted Psychic, Mrs. Sara Weiss, 
now arisen, we are able to offer a startlingly gen­
erous (even astounding) reduction for a time in 
the price of t)lese books to patrons of REASON. 

Mr. Weiss is a friend and admirer of REASON, 
and desires to see its circulation doubled. He has 
authorized us to offer (till further notice) these 
two books in connection with REASON subscrip­
tions at a reduction of nearly one-half the former 
price. 

To anyone s·ending, from this date, a new sub­
scription or a renewal to REASON and an order 
for "Journeys," the tanner price of $2.50 for both 
will be reduced to $1.50. 

To anyone ordering REASON one year-eith ·er 
new subscriber or a renewal-and an order for 
"Decimon Huydas" ( $ 1. 0 0) the ordinary price for 
both, $2.00, wil be reduced to $1.25. 

This order is tentative and may be withdrawn 
any time. "A word to the wise," etc. 

Both these volumes are fine value for their re­
spective prices-$1.50 and $1.00-so those order­
ing them practically get REASON free one year 
and all postage paid. 

NOW WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT 
IT? 

THE AUSTIN PUBLISHING CO. 
Rochester, N. Y. 
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fiems from A. J. Davis's Works 
A no t her flas h of g old en li g·ht shot t h r ou g h th e 

a bou nd in g dar kn ess , a nd , l ook in g up , I be h e ld a 
s tran ge, tr a ns pa r ent sh ee t of w hit en ess, on wh ich 
was p a inted g low ing w ords th at see m ed to burn a nd 
beam a n d br ighte n amid th e s il en t a ir. I w as not 
fri g ht en ed , but cha rm e- ! Ca lml y " r ead th e r a d i ­
a nt w or ds: -

"BEH OL D ! 
H ERE I S THY llIAG I O ST AFF : 

'l'AK E IT, TRY IT, WA LK W I T H IT, 
Talk with it , L ean. on it, B elieve in It, 

FOR •~V ~ R. " 

Ov er a n d ov er ag ain r ea d I thos e glowin g , g lit ­
t e rin g, t r ans p lend en t w ords of w ondrou s si g nifi­
ca n ce . But a doubt se ize d m e , and I as k ed: " I s th a t 
lon ges t se n te nc e m y m ag ic s t a ff--'Under nil eir e um­
stnnees keep en e v en Illind'-i s th a t my can e, wh ich 
I thpu g ht I h a d lost or f orgott en ·1 ' In a twinh.,in g 
the sheet of whit eness vanishel , and in its pla ce w a s 
bea utifully beaming forth the re p ly- " £ES ." 'Tw as 
enough ! My soul swelled with thank s givings! ­
From "Th e Ma gic ::Haff," by A. J. Davis. (Se e B ook 
List) . 

ANGELS . 
A s the Godd ess of •music t a k es down her lut e, 

touches its silver ch ords, and se ts the s umm er m elo­
dies of nature to words; so an angel from th e Spirit 
L a nd comes to us in our profoundest slumber and 
gently awakens our highest faculties to the finest 
thought and serenest contemplatlon.-Gt. Har. Vol. 
3, p . 317. 

ARISTOCRACIES. 
One-third of the earth's population are bound by 

the hand of disease, merely because they are unedu­
cat ed, inferiorly cond i tioned, and unjustly treated by 
the exclusiveness of classes and aristocracies .. -Nat. 
Div. Rev., p. 698 . 

BIGOTRY . 
Creeds cannot withstand the pulverizing advance­

ment of positive science. b.gotry cannot set back 
the on-rolling tides of univer.sal Brotherhood .­
Fountain, p . 74. 

BOOKS . 
A book is your best friend :when it compels you 

to think, disenthralls your reason, enkindles your 
hopes, vivifies your imagination, dispels the dark ­
ness of materialism, and makes easier all the bur­
dens of your dally life .-Beypnd the Valley, p. 279. 
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COMMUNION. · 
Opening of the interior feeling to a full and free 

communion with eternal principles is the only door, 
swinging in golden hinges, which admits the trav­
e ,e r to the immediate presence of the infinite Father 
and Mother.-Heavenly Home, p. 21. 

CHURCHES. 
The free church of the future will be the Sanc­

tuary of Reason,-dispensing spiritual and natural 
Truths to a , free and happy audience.-His. and Phil. 
of Evil, p. 102. 

CONSTELLATIONS. 
The stellar constellations are chords in the harp 

u po n which Mother Nature sounds the music of her 
everlasting love of God.-Beyond the Valley, p . 320. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 
The notes of music which come through spiritual 

communications-from the lo f ty summits of heavenly 
inspiration-enable us to catch but imperfect glimp­
ses of the "good time" · when the earth shall ripen 
and blossom as the rose.-Free Thoughts on Re­
ligion, p. 123. 

DIVINITY. 
When the mind is exercised upon the superior 

planes of thought, th en all material forms are in­
vested with an unusual significance,-everything has 
a deep and sacred meaning,-the external world ls 
full of Divinity.-Gt. Har. Vol. 3, p. 21. 

DUALl'l'Y, 
GOD IS DUAL .... Better than the Virgin 

Mary's saintly position in the ethical temple is the 
simple annou nc em ent that God is as Jnnch Woman as 
Mnn, a one-ness composed of two individual equal 
halves, Love and Wisdom absolute and balanced 
eternally.-Gt. Har. Vol. 5, p. 1.96. 

EXPRESSIONS. 
All things visible are express ions of an interior 

productive cause, wh ich is the spiritual Essence.­
Stellar Key, p. 118. 

EQUALITY. 
Each human soul is identical in germ, There is 

no essential difference between men.-Gt. Har. Vol. 
4, p, 48. 

HOMES. 
The Spirits' Home is a natural world, regulated 

by natural l aws, covered _by a natural firmament, 
animated by a natural Deity, populated by natural 
spirits and angels who were once men and women, 
and it is therefore natural that dwelling-places 
should diversify ·the lan dsc ape .-Answ ers to Ques­
tions, p. 64. 
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The Davis Books. 
"An understanding of these books can come in 

no other way than through their own pages. 
* * * Every sentence is fraught with educa­

tional significance. As literature they are charac­
terized by beauty of expression, poetry of idea, and 
dignity of language. They were written after Dr. 
Davis, by his own volition, could enter the superior 
condition, when he w~s also the conscious owner of 
his past illumination and seership. 

"The physical, mental, psychical, social, and re­
ligious conditions that characterize life are clearlJ 
revealed, and important scientific and progressive 
truths are explained in so logical and reasonable a 
manner, that they must recommend themselves t.o 
the study of future thinkers and philanthropists. 

"The solar systems, the astronomical laws, the 
celestial spheres are penetrated and portrayed; the 
principles of medi.umship-even death itself and im­
mortality-yielded their mystery to him, and are 
revealed in their natural order and uses." 

"Principles of Nature; Her Divine Revelations, 
and a Voice to Mankind," (786pp.) $3.50. 

Red line edition, full morocco, Levant, r;ilt, 
$12.50. 

Great Harmonia: Being a Philosophical Revela­
tion of the Natural, Spiritual and Celestial . Uni­
verse. In Five Vols. 

Vol I. "The Physician," (454pp.) $1.50. 
Vol II. "The Teacher," (396pp.) $1.50. 
Vol. III. "The Seer," (401pp.) $1.50. 
Vol. IV. "The Reformer," (446pp.) $1.50. 
Vol. V. "The Thinker," (419pp.) $1.50. 
"Penetralia. Containing Harmonial Answers," 

(516 pp.) $1.75. 
"Answers to Ever-Recurring Questions from the 

People," (417pp.) $1.50. 
"Magic Staff. An Autobiography of Andrew 

Jackson Davis," (552 pp.) $1.75. 
"Death and the After-Life," (210 pp.) 76c. 
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The Davis Books---2. 
"A Stellar Key to the Summer-Land," (190 pp.) 

75c. 
"Views of Our Heavenly Home," (290 pp.) 76c. 
"Arabula; or, the Divine Guest," (403 pp.) 

$1.50. 
"Approaching Crisis; or, Truth vs. Theology," 

(293 pp.) $1.00. 
"History and Philosophy of Evil," (234 pp.) 75c. 
"Harbinger of Health; containing Medical Pre­

scriptions for the Human Body and Mind,'' ( 421 
pp.) $1.50. 

"Harmonial Man; or, Thoughts for the Age,'' 
(167 pp.) 75c. 

"Events in the Life of a Seer. (Memoranda)," 
(488 pp.) $1.50. 
- "The Diakka, and their Earthly Victims,'' (102 

pp.) 50c . 
"Philosophy of Special Providences," ( 69 pp.) 

50c. 
"Free Thoughts Concerning Religion," ( 215 pp.) 

75c. ' 
"Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse,' ' ( 3 99 pp.) 

$1.25. 
"T h e Inner Life; or , Spirit Mysteries Explained, " 

(424 pp.) $1.50. 
"The Temple; or, Diseases of the Brain and 

Nerves," (487 pp.) $1.50. 
"The Fountain; with Jets of New Meanings," 

(252 pp.) $1.00. 
"The Genesis and Ethics of Conjugal Love,'' 

(142 pp.) 75c, 
"Children's Progressive Lyceum," (316 pp.) 

60c-also in paper at 35c. 

See our Special Offer page, with prem­

ium books, and special inducements for 

new subscribers, lists of names, etc. 
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... THE ... 

DR. C. 0. SAHLER SANITARIUM 

Years ago, Dr. Sahler came to reallze that the 
word "disease" signifies but the exterior manifestation 
of some interior, and usually hidden, derange,ment; 
and that, logically, to adjust this derangement, and 
so bring about the return of health to his patient, he 
must do so through a thorough understanding of the 
reciprocal relationships that exist between man a.nd 
his trlfold constitutional being-his physical, mental 
and phychlcal spheres: that only in this way, could the 
cause Itself be reached and ,removed. 

This system-known as the Psychopathic Method 
of Treatment-ls the most advanced In therapeutics 
In the world today; It ls receiving the cordial support 
of all medical schools. 

At this thoroughly modern san!tarlum, at beauti­
ful Kingston-on-Hudson, N. Y., the mental, nervous 
and functional disorders are especially considered; 
when necessary, electricity, massage, baths, etc., a.re 
&"lven. 

There are well-shaded lawns, large verandahs­
pure, bracing air-croquet, lawn-tennis; cottages (ca 0 

paclty, 150); gymnasium. Excellent cuisine. 
When you feel that there ls something radically 

wrong-that really you must rest, just write for 
booklet. 

THE DR. C. O. SAHLER SANITARIU!II, 
Kingston-on-Hudson, N. Y. 
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" And the Truth shall make you free" 

Vol. 7 Rochester, N. Y., August, 19 I 0 Ne. 10 

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS OF EARLY 

CHRISTIA~TJTY 

B. F. Austin, B. A. 

fiil Y th eme is the Spiritual Gifts of Early Chris-
1.!.!!J tianity, though I know no valid reason why I 
should limit them to ea rly Christianity, since th ey 
have characterized the true Christian religion in all 
ages and in all climes. Nor do I know any good 
r eason for limiting them to Chris.tianity, for they are 
,character istic of all reli gions, and indeed, form the 
foundation of all the great systems that h ave held 
sway over the spiritual nature of man. Psychic or 
spir it ua l gifts are the flower and fruitage of human 
deve lopment, and are, therefore, cuaracteristic of 
developed humanity rather than of any religi­
ous system. Christianity was a development of 
these psychic powers of humanity on a large scale 
and under specially favorable circumstances. 

If I were called upon to define Christianity, I 
would say it is "a system based on the psychic pow­
ers of the human soul baptized with th e spir it of 
divine love ." 

All hi sto rians are agreed that Christianity orig­
inated in the "spiritual gifts" of J esus - and his im­
mediate follows; that these form the so-called mira­
culous or supernatural part of the Christian system; 
that th ey continued in the Christian church for cen-
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turi es ; that th ey were r egar ded as evidences of th e 
divin e origin of th e Christian faith; and that th ey " 
ar e still appea led to by th eologi ans as a proof th at 
Christiani ty is th e one special divin e and · autho r i­
tati ve religion, and that the oth ers are human sys­
t ems and fals e and heathen, to be des tr oyed and dis­
plac ed by the Christian system. 

In th e text quoted we ha ve enum erat ed th ese re ­
mark able psychic powers as follows: (1) Th e word 
of Wi sdom; (2) Th e word of Knowl edge, (3) Th e 
gift of Faith, ( 4) Gift of Healing , ( 5) Miracl es, 
(6) Prophecy, (7) Disc ernment ot Spirits, (8) Th e 
gift of Tongues, () 9 Int erpr etation of Tongues. To 
each of these we invit e careful attention. 

THff WORD OF WISDOM AND THE WORD OF 

KNOWLEDGE . 

If we und ers tand by the word of wisdom , true 
spirituality or religion-what the ancients call ed 
wisdom-w e shall, I think, be as near as we can get 
to a clear understanding of this gift. And if we 
take this word of knowledge to mean a clear per­
ception of the spiritual laws and forces of the human 
soul we shall not be far astray as to the meaning 
of this second spiritual gift. 

THE GIFT OF FAITH. 

It is quite evident that this implies more than 
ordinary faith. It is faith of an extraordinary 
character, based on a knowledge of, and contact 
with, the great spiritual forces of the universe . It 
implies development of the soul senses to such a 
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degree that th e presence and power of the s11irit 
wor ld becomes a consciousness of the so ul, and the 
power of the spiritual to control the material is fully 
realized. It is based not only on a knowledge of 
the spiritual la ws and forces of the universe, but 
upon communion with . the unseen intelligences of 
th e spirit world, and r eliance upon their sympathy 
and love and power to help us in all work for 
humanity's uplifting. J esus possess ed it in a won­
d erful degree. He realized that at his call legions 
-0f mini stering angels would appear to he1p nlm. He 
claim ed that all power in .hea ven and on earth was 
given unto him. Paul declar ed that he could ·"do 
all things." Luth er, Wesley, Knox, and all the great 
lea ders were m en of grea t fa ith ; an d no man is fit 
for spiritua l work with out the faith that "laughs at 
i mpossibilities," and declar es that what ought to be, 
can be, and must be don e. 

THE GIFT OF HEALING. 

By this we und erstand the cure of disease wit hout 
m ed ical treat me nt. The ministry of J esus wa s 
largely a ministry of h ea ling. Thi s was its great 
distingu ishing feature, the healing of the sick, so 
that among his own countrym en h e was known all 
th e Great Healer. His cur e of two blind men, of the 
dum b man ou t 'Of whom he exorcis ed th e spirit and 
.gave th e man his power of sp eech again, of the blind 
man at Bethsaida, his restorat ion of the widow 's son, 
bis cure of the woman who had an infirmity eighteen 
years, his healing of the leper s, his cure of the 
nobleman's son, and of the man born blind, while 
.among the most notable of those recorded, are but 
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illustrations of a ministry of healin g that probably 
embraced hundreds, if not thousands, of cures of 
disease. 

Nor did Jesus claim for himself any monopoly of 
this power. He charged his followers, the apostles, 
to do the same work. He told them they had failed 
in exorcising evil spirits because of lack of faith or 
lack of preparation. He even said his followers 
should do greater works than hims elf, beca use he­
was going to the "Father"; and undoubtedly many 
of the remarkable miracles ( ?) of the apostles were 
,l'rnught not only in the . name of Jesus, but also by 
the spirit of Jesus, which cam e upon and worked 
through these deve loped psychics in curing t.hP sick 
and many other marvellous works. That the spirit 
of Jesus returned , not only in visible materiali'lation 
to his followers over and over again, as r" ""O!'cecl in 
the New Testam ent, but also in spiritual manif esta ­
tions of remarkable power through th ,3 orgar..ism of 
the apostles, we have every reason to believ e. He 
was their guiding spirit, and in Acts xvi: 7 you havP. 
proof of this, where it is stated the apostles "essayed 
to go into Bithyn ia , but the spirit suffered them not," 
the original reading being "pneuma J esou" or "spirit 
of Jesus," and th e Revis ed Version so reads it. 

Accordingly we find the apostles performing thes e 
cures. Pet er and John cure the cripple at the Beau­
tiful Gate of the Templ e, and it is significant that 
Peter, "fasten ing his eyes upon him," said "look on 
us," and then in the name of J esus, bade him arise 
and walk. Here we have strict obedience to th e· 
great principles of mental therapeutics as practis ,,d 
to-day. The gazing into the eyes of the crippl e, th e 
fixing of the attention, the aroustn::. of expe ctation , 
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the kindling of faith and imaginatio!1 by the name 
of Jesus-all these had their place Rnd effect ou the 
ci,re . 

Then the sick were cured in the stre ·ets where the 
showing that no special virtue went from 
shadow of an apostle had faHen, plainly 
th ·e apostles to the sick, but that their 
healing was in many cases, if not in all, 
but the touching of a hidden spring, through 
faith, in their own being, that allowed the streams 
of healing to flow through the diseased parts, with · 
new life and vigor. In Paul's cure of a cripple at 
Lystra it is said that he perceived that the man had 
"faith to be healed," and in three . of the most r e­
markable cures performed by Jesus (the woman who 
had an issue of blood, the blind man and the cure of 
the leper), he expressly states that "thy faith hath 
made thee whole." 

I believe the fact is, that every soul is in touch, 
consciously or unconsciously, with the Infinite 
Spirit, and that the healing of the sick is but the 
magic touch of the spring which makes the connec­
tion known, opens the fountain of healing and of 
life within the soul itself . It is faith on the part of 
the sick consciously exercised, or faith communicated 
to their subjective minds by telepathy from others, 
that uncaps the fountain of health in every human 
soul and allows the abundant life of the spirit to 
manifest itself in abundant life, (which means health 
and strength) of the body. In the case of the d'e­
veloped healer this outgushing stream of life and 
health is so abundant that everything he comes into 
bodily contact with is flooded with it and permeated 
with its quickening power. And how wonderful to 
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us se ems the fact that th~ aprons and the handk er ­
chiefs from th e body of St. Paul should contain 
enough of this vital magn et ism, or enough of this 
suggestive thought power and faith, to arous e the 
spiritual forc es of the sick at a distanc e and lead to 
their recovery. 

Yet why should this appear to us so wonderful in 
an age when human sp eech is carried 1,000 mil es 
through th e electric current of a wire, or through 

. et h er waves without a wire, or upon a ray of ligh t ! 
Som e of our orthodox friends who doubt the virtue 

of magn et ized articles and deride us for holding such 
superstitious ( ?) notions , would do well to r ea d care­
fully Acts xix: 11, 12, and study the evi dence we can 
furnish of sim ilar healings to -d ay. 

I want to call att ention here to two facts pertain­
ing to these New Test am ent healings, and the first 
is this: In nearly every account of h ea ling by J esus 
and hi s followers, though the records are very 
meagre, we discover careful attention to thos e con­
ditions now lmown to be indisp en sa ble to mental 
and spiritual therapeutics. For example, how oft en 
we read of th e sick being sepa rated from the crowd 
to make the cond it ions more harmonious; ver y often 
only the immediat e friends, that is, those in closest 
sympathy, being admitt ed. A~ain, h ow frequ en t th e 
charge, "te ll no man, " undoubted ly to pr.event that 
discussion, exciteme nt, and mental and sp iritual op­
position that would n ecessar ily follow and make the 
cond ition s of hea ling exceed ing ly difficult or impos­
sib le. Again, note the steadfast gazing of the h ealer 
and th e patient, so freque ntl y practiced in hypnotic 
suggestion to-day. Then th e "lay ing on of ha nds ," 
conveying dir ectly to the body of the sick the health 
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vibrations of the healer, and to th e mind of th e sick 
the suggestion of cure . Note again, the power and 
skill with which the name of Jesus was used, kindl­
ing faith, and hope in th •e spiritual natl1're of ·th ·e 
dis eased. 

The second fact I wish to call attention to in this 
connection is this: Where the proper conditions of 
healing were not obtained J esus and his follow er s 
either refused to attempt th eir miraculous cure, or 
failed i.n the attempts made. 

We r ead of the failur e of th e disciples in their at­
t empts to cast out devils. Doubtl ess th ey failed also 
in some of th eir attempts at h ealing. Of J ·esus it is 
said 'he could not do in his own country any mighty 
work save laying 'his hands on a few sick people 
(Mark vi: 5). Here a limit was put upon tne power 
of J esus, and it was the limit of necessary condi­
tio ns, viz., sympa !hY, faith and goodwill on th e part 
of oth ers. 

Now, this healing pow er of th e soul has been in 
th e world, in som e degr ee of developm ent , in all ag es, 
among all na t ion s, and it n ever was mor e aoundan t 
or common than to-da y. Modern Spiritualism for th e 
last fifty years has possessed it and utiliz ed it in: 
curing tens of thousands of sick. By its t eaching and 
practic e, Spirituali sm has giv en birth to th e Menta l 
Science and Christian Science schools of healing, and 

· each of th ese is und oubte dly accomplishing man y 
wond erful cur es, for th e princ iples of healing ar e th e 
same, and th e di fferences belong to th eory ana not 
to pra ctic e. Spiritu ali sm r egards th em both as ac­
complishing a good work, but defectiv e becaus e of 
th eir failur e to re cogni ze th e pres ence and aid of 
spiritual int ellig ences in this divin e work. Th e 
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Spiritualist is broad enough to recognize the medi­
cinal virtue in the herbs and plants, the power of 
mental suggestion, the value of magnetic treatment, 
th e specia l healing power of the developed psychic, 
and the d'irect agency of spirit intelligences from the 
uns een realms in curing the sick through psychic 
power. Many of the best remedies known for human 
ills have been giv en through inspiration. Many of 
th ·e most difficult cases are now diagnosed by clair ­
voyants even where the old methods of medicine pre­
vail. Very often prescriptions are giv en through our 
mediums for the sick by those who in earth life 
were conversant with the hea ling art. A friend of 
mine, an artist of high reputation, told me that on 
one occasion a neighbor woman, a medium, came in~o 
hi s hom e and immediat ely passed under control and 
for etold a serious illness h e was to suffer. The com­
municating int elligenc e was in earth life a not ed 
physician, and offered to, and did, t ak e entir e charge 
of the case during a most severe illn ess of many 
weeks, prescribing for him daily, through the lips 
of the medium, until his recovery ! 

MIRACLES. 

The exact distinction between tne gift called Mira­
cles and the others is not clear, but probably any 
manifestation of psychic pow er of a remarkable na­
ture, was designated '•Miracle. " 

PROPHECY. 

The power of foreseeing in proph etic dream or 
vision the future, or of receiving from spirit intelli­
gences a knowledge of future events, was quite corn-

~ 
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mon among the immediate followers of Jesus, who 
frequently exercises this gi.ft himself. Agabus was 
one of the most noted prophets of apostoljc days. 
In Antioch he foretold (Acts xxvii: 30) a famine 
which occurred in the year 41 A. D. At Caesarea 
he foretold the seizure of Paul by the Jews, and his 
binding and delivery to the Gentiles, all of which 
were accurately fulfilled. In the account of this 
prophecy also we find reference to the seven daugh­
ters of Philip, four of whom were prophetesses. 
History's pages are well adorned with illustrat ions 
of prophetic power . Joan of Arc undoubtedly pos­
sessed the gift of _prophecy. In Paris to-day is a 
prophetess who for ten years has foretold nearly 
every important event in . regard to the govern­
ments and reigning families of Europe, and among 
these the stabbing o~ the Empress of Austria. 

Max Muehlenbruch, -the Seer of California, has 
become known all over the civilized world by the 
accurate fulfillment of many of his remarkabl e 
prophecies. Twelve days before the blowing up of 
the Maine h,e described it to an audience in Oakland, . 
Cal. In a prophetic vision of January 24th, 1898. 
recorded March 31st following, he saw fighting iIL 
Cuba and the raising of the American flag over that 
island, which was fulfilled June 10th of the sam e, 
year . 

In a prophecy written May 27tq., 1898, and re­
corded July 9th following, he said: - "There will be 
a railroad accid ,ent on the Broad Ga uge, in the 
vicinity of Oakland, with some lives lost, and others 
injured." This was fulfilled almost to the letter, 
December 9th, 1898. See San Francisco Examiner of 
,that date. Numerous instances of similar prophe-
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cies by Mr. Muehlenbruch and of their accurate ful ­
fillment are on record. Many a life is saved by 
prophetic warning and many more would be saved 
if we were not so slow to receive and believe in 
present-day prophecy. 

DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS. 

Possibly this may refer, at least in some cases, 
to simple cla irvo yance or spiritual vision, by which 
the spirit world becomes recognized by the discerner 
•Of spirits just as the material world is by bodily 
v1s10n. More gen erally, however, this gift referred 
to spiritual perception of the character and utter­
ance of those spirit intelligences who communicated 
with men in the body. It was, and is, ability to 
readily and accurately perceive the character and 
judg e the message of the spirits communicating. 
Hence th ·e apostolic

0

,exhortation: "Believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits." How this was done by 
the "discerner of spirits' we can hardly say . Pos­
sibly by the "aura," with which every spir it is en ­
compassed, and which is characteristic of the spirit, 
-0r by the nature of the vibrations sensed by the 
"discerner of spirits," or by soul perception of some 
finer quality. Certain it is that then and now the 
,discerner of spirits can accurately judge the char­
acter of visitors from another world . And the same 
gift enab les the discerner of spirits ofte n to read 
accurately the characte r and condition of men in 
the flesh when meet ing them for the first time. Such 
.a gift was that of Bramwell, one of the early Meth­
odist revivalists, who often would, as history r e­
cords, read the ctlaracters of men as an open qook 
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when first he met them . Mercifully, perhaps, .this 
gift has been withheld from th ,e masses . 

THE GIFT OF TONGUES. 

Our orthodox theologians have, professedly, gr eat 
difficulty in explaining this gift. Some admit 
frankly it was the ability to speak under spirit in­
spiration a language the speaker had never learned. 
Others, realizing the force of this fact against or­
thodoxy, have endeavored to explain it in a variety 
of ways, as a mere ecstatic babbl e, meaningless and 
worthless. Others tell us it was a n·ew and divine 
utterance, transcending ordinary capacity and ,ordi­
nary understanding. But the simple fact is that 
Jesus proph et ically foretold the possession of this 
gift by his followers, and his words were lit era lly 
fulfilled when his Galilean followers at Pentecost 
were able to speak under spirit power to every man 
in his own tongu e the new Gospel. All the facts 
harmonize with this inte~pretation, and this inter­
pretation harmonizes with spiritual phenomena of a 
similar kind in all ages. What did it mean when a 
Galilean in that day could speak to a Roman in h is 
own tongue? It means that s·ome intelUgenc e from 
the spirit world that could speak Latin controlled 
the organs of the speaker and spake through him. 

What does it mean to-day, when, as Judg e Ed­
monds asserts, his daughter was able, under spirit 
influence, to converse with men in modern Greek, 
in Italian and French languages, which she I had 
never learned? , Simply that intelligences who were 
acquainted with those languages ,were using her vo­
cal powers to express their thoughts to their own 
friends or countrymen. 
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.And why should this be considered so wonderful? 
If a child of eleven or twelve can stand on a plat­
form and utter ideas and sentences which wouJd be 
fitting for a philosopher, why should not another 
speak in a language never learned? Surely it is as 
incredible that a Mozart should have taken lessons 
on the harpsichord at three years of age, should play 
well on musical instruments at four, should perform 
in public at five, should hav e a reputation as a m_u­
sical artist at six, and should compose a symphony 
at eight, as that a man or woman under spirit influ­
ences should speak a language never learned by 
them. 

The fact is our records are full of authentic cases 
of the gift of tongues to -day and in a variety of man­
ifestations. Mediums often write as well as speak in 
an unknown tongue. .And writing upon slates with­
out contact aE.d in many tongues is now a fact so 
well attested and so easily proven to the satisfac­
tion of honest investigators, that all not blinded by 
prejudice, can no long er deny it. 

It is simply marvellous that with the super-abund­
ant evidence at hand of th ese spiritual gifts to-day 
in such variety and power, that even pr ejudice and 
ignorance can hold out so long against the truth. 

INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES. 

By the interpr eta tion of tongues we understand 
spiritual development which would enable its pos­
sessor to get en rapport with the int elligence com­
municating, and sense the thought without under­
standing the words utt ere d. This gift was very use­
ful where a spirit was utt er ing through the lips of 
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a medium languag e unknown to the hearers, as it 
enabled the interpreter of tongues to give in his own 
language the thoughts uttered in another tongue. 

Now, in conclusion, I want to notice the orthodox 
view of the origin of these gifts. Orthodoxy regards 
the spiritual gifts as evidentia l of the special and 
divine origin of Christianity, as an attestation of 
the presence and favor of God and a declaration to 
the world of th e fact that Christianity is true and 
other religions false, Christianity ,is i~ivine and 
other religions human, Christianity is, in short, a 
special divine and absolute religion which is to dis­
place all others. 

We cannot accept this view, because we do not 
think that truth needs any authentication to the soul 
of man . It is its own witness. It bears its own cre­
dentials, and hence needs no objective gemonstration 
of power on the part of the teacher to authenticate it. 

We cannot accept the view that miracles authenti­
cate the teaching of the miracle -worker, for we 
should, then, have to accept the teaching of the 
Egyptian priests, of the Roman sybils, of the Greek 
oracles, of the modern medium, as absolute truth, 
for all of these have shown and demonstrated thes ·e 
remarkable psychic powers . 

The fatal defect of the orthodox view is a wrong 
conception of God and of his relation to the uni­
verse . God is looked upon as outside of nature and 
of man, and as interfering, at least occasionally, 
with the operation of those laws upon which nature 
proceeds. <Just as a miller, who has constructed and 
started in operation a mill, may occasionally alter 
the gearing, diminish or increase the power, or alter 
the machinery, so God is look ed upon as actively 
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intervening and interfering from without, with the 
great forces and laws operative in man and nature. 
Christianity is conceived as one of God's interfer­
ences in human history. 

Now we believe in an Infinite Intellig ,ence and 
Power that "makes for righteousness" in man a:i;id 
in nature, but that operates only in and through 
the laws of nature . We hav e no idea of a God who 
is tinkering with the machine he has made-or in­
terfering wit h human history, or repenting of his 
conduct, or planning, or scheming for some special 
purpose or end in view, as all these concepts of 
God are anthropomorphic and absurd. 

God is in everything-t he life of all, the light of 
all, the love . of all, the good of all, and this Great 
Universal Spirit is another name for Infinite Wis· 
dom, Love and Beauty. 

We don't believe in an angry God; an enthroned 
judg e, an arbitrary disposer of human destiny, 
whose hand closes the gates of Paradise upon the 
good and th ·e gates of Hell upon the less good. We 
don't believe in a God who made a Hell even for 
devi,ls, or in a God who will close the gates of mercy 
on a single soul of man. Whence, then, come the 
spiritual gifts? Out of the undeveloped riches of 
man's spiritual nature. They come in the natural 
outworking of man's spiritual forces. 

Whence, may we not ask, come the fruits and 
flowers of earth? the beauty of the flowers? the 
glori es of the sunset? the richness and lusciousness 
of autumn fruits? These come out of Nature's won ­
d.erful alchemy by natural d,eve lopm ent . 

Look at human history. Whence come the fine 
arts, the gift of poetry, the voice of music, the im-
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mortal art of painting? They came in ordinary 
deve lopment under divine law of man's spiritual 
powers . So came the spiritual gitts of early days, 
the psychic powers of to-day, and so will come in 
future other and more remarkable soul powers, by 
which man shall come into ruiership of rt:he uni­
verse anu into sympathetic touch with all orders of 
intelligences in the universe. 

Let us covet earn -estly the best gifts, but especially 
the di vinest of all, love or charity. Lov e exce ls all 
knowledge, all philosophy, all spiritual gifts, since 
it is the most godlike of the spiritual gifts. It edi­
fies or builds up, while mere knowledge often puffs 
up. Love will develop our soul powers more rapidly 
than all other powers combined. Love is the great 
central moving force of the univ-erse. It "makes th ·e 
world · go round." It is manifest in every kingdom 
of nature, in every faculty of man and angel, and in 
every spiritual law that governs the univ erse. 

Love-not a mere sentiment, but a ruling princi­
ple of life and action; love as illustrated in the life 
and death of the wor Id's greatest t each er; love 
which is the fulfilling of 'the law; love which forgets 
self and lives for others' good; love which abounds 
with practical deeds of kindness; love, the high est 
and noblest development of soul power, is the great 
need of the world to-day. 

"It is not bl essedness to know that thou rt:hyself art 
blessed; 

True joy was never yet by one nor yet by two pos ­
sessed; 

Nor to the many is it given , but only to the all, 
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The joy that leaves one heart unblessed would be 
for mine too small, 

And he who holds this faith will strive with firm 
and ardent so ul, 

And work out his own proper good by working for 
the who le ." 

-Wisdom of the Brahmins. 

/ BOOI{ NOTICES 

Review of Elder Russel on Spiritualism by Daniel 
W. Hull, M. H., Pastor of the Progressive Spiritual 
Church, Olympia, Wash.; 127 pp., 40c. Brother Hull 
meets this orthodox blatherskite on his own grounds, 
the Scriptures, and their rightful interpretation and 
answers fully the allegations and charges of this 
slanderer of the most beautiful and truthful religion 
the world has ever known. Elder Russel with all 
his wealth of Bible quotation and Bible misrepresen­
tation is but a child in the hands of a logician like 
Hull. Read it: circulate it everywhere. 

The New Life, by J. M. White, a 32 page neatly 
printed pamphlet. This is a series of poems and 
revelations from Spirit Myron Savage through Mr. 
White's mediumship and will well repay perusal 
Price 30c. Address J. M. White, 1214 Admiral 
Boulevard, Kansas City, Mo. 

What Does the World Need, by Mary Drake Jenne, 
Guilford, Me.; 25 pages, artistically printed. A gem 
in thought ·expressed and a work of art in its out­
ward form; 25c. Mrs. Jenne quotes a beautiful poem, 
"A Call to Mothers," by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 
and then proceeds throughout her eloquent essay, 
which is a noble appeal for the Higher Womanhood, 
closing with appropriate quotations from the best 
authors . Address ,the author. 
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THE "HOW" SERIES OF LESSONS 

No. X. 

HOW TO DEVELOP ONE'S OWN MEDIUMSHIP 

B. F. Austin 

(Continued from July Number.) 

We left off in last the lesson with the cultivation 
of desire as a means to mediumistic development. 
Desire focuses thie mind upon a sing le point, con­
centrates its activity on a single subject and thus 
intensifies its perceptive faculties. Andrew Jackson 
Davis exercised his desires in this way and through 
their exercise Elt1tered the "superior condition." 

Another valuable method in self unfoldment is 
the habit of demanding strongly, persistently and 
with continually ·enlarged faith what w,e need from 
the great Spirit Realm about us. We are, let us say, 
solving some problem or meeting some special dif­
ficulty, or struggling to ga in some emi­
nence and we demand light, inspiration and help 
in the work at hand, and if we do this persistently, 
desire, lik e any other m ental or spiritual activity 'of 
our being, will grow and enlarge more and more. 
We will come into the great Vibration of Desire, 
which makes us one with all aspiring souls and the 
force and momentum of this great current will be 
sensibly felt by us and will lift us into new spiritual 
,environments where things will become realiti'es in 
our exp eriencei:i, which were only names before. 

Then, as pointed out before, all aspiration, desire, 
demand, pray ,er, are upward movements of the soul 
and manifest themselves as vibrative rays of light 
piercing ,the ether-ea! realms and are perceived by 
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intelligences of the higher realms who delight in 
helping those who wish to rise to "nobler things." 
Every desire exercised, every demand made, every 
prayer offered, is a signal to the ministering angels 
of heaven that help is needed and will be appreciated 
by their mortal brothers. 

Mrs. Besant in a recent lecture before the London 
Spiritual Union says some pertinent and practical 
things along the line of d·evelopment. According 
to her view there are three worlds with which we 
are in possible communication: the material, through 
the senses, the Astral, through the development of 
the Astral body and senses, and the heavenly world 
in which the astral is thrown off and the higher 
spiritual nature finds itself in touch with the true 
heaven. Belief is acceptance of the testimony of 
others: knowledge comes through personal expe­
rience. We gain the kno'wl-edge of spiritual things 
by coming into touch with other world 
conditions. Th eosophy teaches; that man 
has several int erpenetrating bodi es--the sub ­
stance of these bodies being sublimated matter 
on differ ent rates of vibration. The physical body 
is fully organized here and brings us through its 
sense organs into touch with the physical realm. The 
astra l body is more or l'ess p:erfeotly organized he-re, 
and where its sense organs ar ,e developed reveals to 
us the astral realm about us. The mental body being 
organized and developed brings us into touch with 
the whole mental realm. We are now living in all 
these worlds and do not first go into them when we 
die-but through lack of soul unfoldment mos t of 
us are unconscious of our close relation ship th ere­
with. It is possible, she contends, by methods per-
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~ectly natural, to organize these finer bodies here 
and now and thus come into touch with realms as 
real and far more beautiful than t he physical realm 
,in which most of our life is posited. If this view 
be correct-and it looks extremely rational to us­
it would not be necessary to be entranced to enter 
into communication with these over-lying realms of 
the Cosmos about us. Many psychics can easily 
throw themselves en rapport with these realms 
about us without full entrancement. 

By waiting in the silence, by earnest and persist• 
ent _ prayer, by concentration, by demanding from 
th e Spirit Realm the light, inspiration and strength 
necessary, by close attention to our impressional life, 
we shall find ourselves coming, occasionally at first, 
then more regularly, into conscious touch with, and 
knowledge of, the invisible realm. 

TIMELY AID 

In these days of "new thought," this little book 
by Delia H. Horn fits a niche of its own. Dealing 
primarily with metaphysical healing, it touches on 
every branch of psychology or new doctrine, culling 
from the best phases of each, with tolerance for all, 
and in the immortal words of Abraham Lincoln, 
"with malice toward none." Simply and convinc­
ingly written, the author manages to convey her 
ideas clearly and effectively to the lay mind, and 
the work will be appreciated by thinking people . 
Published by The Austin Publishing Company, Roch­
ester, N. Y. Price, $1.00.-From Paris Modes. 
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THE REALITY OF SPIRIT ACTION 

A MESSAGE ,FROM "ANDREW JACKSON 

DAVIS" 

James Robertson 

Moncure Conway, who travelled from Methodism 
to a very bleak Agnosticism, once wrote: "If I could 
believe-really and without any trace of doubt-that 
a deceas ed person had spoken to me, I shou ld be 
frantic and my life revolutionised. How petty would 
all the Royal Society and their miracles seem in com­
parison with one of these frantic mediums uttering 
a single word proved to have come rrom another 
world ." Conway knew much, had heard or read all 
about Crookes and Wallace, but was convinced that 
they had taken the illusions of their own hearts for 
realities. He sat sometimes with thes e "frantic me• 
diums," and had interviewed Madame Blavatsky in 
India. He would have it that Andrew Jackson Davis 
was a clever fellow who qunnin gly had devoured 
Plato and all the writers of antiquity, that he gave 
forth nothing which he had not learned in a normal 
way. In other words, there was nothing in Spiritua­
lism but fraud or illusion; there never had been, nor 
was there likely to be in this era of human progress 
any fact which would convey incont estab le 
evidence of spiritual presence and power. 
With him it was an ever getting IYearer 
and nearer to the Great Dark Door through 
which no light had ever been permitted 
to pass . It was so singular that a mind which dared 
to think freely, could soar up to and explore so many 
realms of thought, should have missed realising what 
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was at his doorstep . I think it is Emerson who has 
said: "To see that which is before our eyes is almost 
tp have genius." Had ther _e not been a mental squint 
in his organism, he would have recognized that there 
must have been something hidden from him which 
compell ed so many men and women to offer their tes­
timony to the verity of a thing so unpopular, so ridi­
culed , and so maligned as Modern Spiritualism. 

Conway, like his friends Huxley and Tyndal, never 
beat at the iron gat es of the undiscovered country 
with any yearning cry for knowledge as to whether 
or not invisible beings could see and hear us, talk 
with us, and help us. All of this was not a possibility 
to them, and thus they looked with disdain on all 

.who laboured to make plain that th ere was an avenue 
of communication between this world and another 
world beyond death. It is true, as Huxley put it, 
that "scepticism is the highest of duti es, blind faith 
the one unpardonable sin," and that what we need is 
"justification, not by faith, but by verification." But 
all this is what Spiritualists cry out for: a good 
healthy blast of unperverted common sense, not a 
fait h in someone ·else's faith, but examination, veri­
fication, a continual weighing up of all that comes 
within their gaze. Davis, Tuttle, Morse, and Wallis 
have all given us the most complete and satisfactory 
evidence that they have been acted upon from an­
other world, where -the vision is so ,enlarged, the 
consciousness so quick ened, that knowledge ap­
pears to be unlimit ed. Those unseen workers op­
er ate on this life of ours according to antural laws 
not yet understood by us. 

That there is a cause producing th e phenomena 
we call spiritualistic, a cause beyond the will-power 
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of the instrument, and that this will-power is exe­
cuted by an operator out of sight we cannot doubt. 
How many, called normal writers, have felt an im­
pelling force sudden ly quickening their intellectual 
facu lties and making many things clear which had 
been hitherto obscured. Gerald Massey has told us 
that in writing his profound , work, "Shakespeare's 
Sonnets," a book which the present Lord Coleridge 
has called Massey's magnum opus, "a wonderful mar­
shalling of evidence, perhaps the most learned work 
on Shakespeare ever written," that .he was Indebted 
to the unseen for being able to present the true his­
tory and inner meaning of the sonnets. Massey's own 
words are, and they are worth pondering over by 
thos e who ar e in doubt as to th e possibility of com­
municating with that other world: "There was pres­
ent some Int elligence talking with me, that seemed 
to know an infinite deal more of my subject that I 
did, able to throw light on my darkest difficulties 
and give explanatory replies to my secret thoughts 
and never before uttered questions. Many things 
wer e told me that I did not see the drift of till years 
af terwards. In thi s way I r eceiv ed much valuable 
h elp-help, I say; no need to lie or exagg erate- in, 
as I think, full]\ unfolding Shakesp eare's sonnets. 
Th is was a case, I submit, in which I was the best 
judg e of evid ence , an d I was obliged to conclude that 
there was present some invisible and superhuman 
Intelligence operating through and by means of the 
medium, conveying information to me which was not 
in my mind previously and could not have been in 
the medium's mind. I will say: a knowledg e 
that could only have been in the particular mind 
pres ent in person." 
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All th e far-fetched th eories of psyc hi cal r esearch 
or theosophy cannot meet such evidence as th is of 
Massey . The spir it -world was to him as r ea l, as tc­
tua l as the natural wor ld ; it was facts he stood for , 
not specul at ions or hypo t hesis. Those who take th e 
trouble to read the life story of such me n as W. 
Sta inton Moses and others, will be forced to admit 
that evidence of spirits' ret urn and of the ir power to 
conv ey knowledge without the mentality of the in­
strument being utilised has been most conclusive. 

The great multitud e of clairvoyants have at some 
time in th eir careers given out startling facts which 
could only bear one interpr _etation-viz., that the 
dead were not heirs to the h·eritageo f sleep, not sub­
jects in the kingdom of silence, but awak e, breathing 
forth knowl edge and consolation. I know full well 
that at times the light shines thr ough a clouded me­
dium, and gets distorted in the passage, but even 
at these times there flashes forth some word whic h 
sets in motion some old memory, and you feel a loved 
one is near, who throu gh some defect in the trans­
mitter cannot make his full message clear. Readers 
of Dr . Hodgson's attempts to get a consecutive mes­
sage from "George Pelham" will find wonderful bits 
which could only prove an identity being at hand 
who was so conditioned as only to be able to sound 
some distorted fragment of a message. I can recall 
sittings with Lottie Fowler and Alexander Duguid 
when the spirit's message would be given in clear, 
consecutive manner, so that it was scarcely poss ible 
to doubt that I was. in the presence of those I had 
known in the earth life . I witnessed the fact Mon­
cure Conway asked for : a departed person had spoken 
words from another world. At other times one felt 

I 
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confident the spirit friend was rea lly at hand , but 
that some obstacle was in the way, as after some sud­
den flash of value there follow ed a strmg or vague 
words beginning anywhere and ending nowhere. I 
have, however, to say that during my long association 
with Spirit ua lism I have been lit erally flooded with 
evide nce of' the spirits' power and presence. I hav e 
not made any special hunt for such manifestations, 
but in some unlooke d for mom ent th ere would be laid 
bare all I might desire as to this great rality . 

The foregoing is but a prelude to an int eresting 
inciden t which has crosse d my path within the past 
f.ew weeks. Towards the end of April last, t he we ll 
kno wn medium, Miss Mccread ie, was my guest for 
so me days . While we we r e sitting talk in g in front 
of a portrait of Andrew Jackson Davis, which the 
great see r had sen t me last year, she sudden ly said , 
"Davis is here, and wants to give you a message." 
Our conversation before this had been on topics 
other tha n sp iritual. I was somewhat surpr ised, as 
since the ascension of th e profound revealer of na ­
ture's myst eries, I had nad no indications of his 
presence, n or did I look for any manifestations from 
him 011 the earth plan e, a view which was held by 
the "Strolling Player" with whom I had a long con­
versation almost immediately after Davis's transla­
t ion . Miss McCreadie, however, went on giving out 
the message, the purport of which was: "Write Della, 
my playmate, to se11d you the skull-cap I wore at 
home ." Thi s rather startled me, an d I got a penc il 
and paper to take down what wi;s said . I was asked 
to te ll Della , his playmate, that much as he would 
like her over there, her influ ence was still nee ded on 
eart h plane; that it would be good for her to keep in 



REASON 31 

touch with humanity; that mai,y were in need of her 
aid, not only for physical healing, but for spiritual 
upliftment; that much as ' he would like to go further 
afield to explore the spirit-land, while she remained 
on earth and had work to do, he would still be her 
playmate. "F ri end," h·e said to me, "I will finish 
the message when you are writing the message to 
Dell a." Much was said about the blendin g of great 
soul s, · which would be reflected on those on the 
earth plane wh o were able to receive the higher in­
spiration s . 

I was not moved for som e days to wri te Mrs. Davis 
and would perhaps not have done so at all but for the 
repetition of this word "playmate." I ha d never seen 
a portrait of Davis with a skull cap, nor did he wear 
one when I met him in Boston. Ultimately I did ven· 
ture to send Mrs. Davis the message, and the other 
day I had a reply which seemed to confirm in every 
way the validity of what had been given through Miss 
Mccread ie: "May 19·th, 1910. Dear Mr. Robertson, 
I write in reply to yo-ur kind letter of May 1st, in 
which you convey to me the dear message of my be­
loved husband. He was wbnt to speak of me as his 
playmate. His glorified spirit has gone to dwell mid 
th e higher beauties of the . Summer-land, but as he 
was ever mindful of my highest good and happiness 
when he was in the body, I feel sure he is not less 
so now, for he knows how very much 
alone I am. I am lear ning very slowly how 
to live without his daily visible companion­
ship. He was so much to me and the 
home. I want to thank you for your , kindn ess in 
writing me, for your sympathy, for your mterest in 
his works and labours for humanity . He remain ed 
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on earth long enough to see his books again before 
the world, for which he was very pleased and grate­
ful. By this same mail I send you the cap 
which is mentioned in his message. Every and any 
word emanating from his sweet spirit is golden to 
me." There is not a doubt here that Mrs . Davis be­
li eved she had a message from her husband . She ac­
cepts it all as being perfectly genuine. Some may 
not recognize any Davis influen ce in what was · giv en 
out: may think, even, that the medium's mentality 
concocted it all. Miss Mccr eadie, to whom I con­
veyed briefly the contents of Mrs. Davis' letter, writ es 
me: "I somehow never doubted. It came so easily 
rto me ; t)l e con ditions wer ,e so good that it mad ·e it 
pos sible for th e de ar soul to come in close touch 
with us." There ar e few -things I could prize more 
th_an a relic of the great Davis , and here that has 
come to me, something so very closely associated 
with his presence-the cap he wore. A relic of 
thr greatest soul would not be prized more by me 
than is the cap worn by the Shakespeare of the 
spiritual philosophy. 

Dr. Austin will be at Queen City Park, Bur­
lington, Vt., July 31st-August 12th; at Temple 
Heights, Me., August 18th-22ud; at Madison Camp, 
Me ., August 28th-S eptember2nd; at Camp Etna, 
Me., September 2nd, 3rd and 4th. Will. resume 
work in Plymouth Spiritual Church, Rochester, 
:Stmday, September 6th. 

I appreciate every copy, the contents are educa­
tive and inspiring. 

F . W. BRENTON . 
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•WANTED! MEN FOR THE MINISTRY 

In all th e branches of church life there has been 
a falling off of recruits for the pa storate and priest­
hood. This is a natural r esult of the law of evolu­
tion and is indicati ve of th e decadency or the old 
religious syst ems. As one who pass ed mrough those 
stag es of mental evolution, associat ed with so-called 
Christian training, I hav e very gr eat sympa thy with 
unso phisti cate d young men who are labor ing un der 
a conviction that they hav e a call to preacn me gospel 
and minist er in the chu r ch. I would very much 
prefer to addr ess such per sonally, rather than by 
open lett er, as I am now about to do briefly. When 
opportunit y offers, I n eve r fa il to say what I believe 
nec ess ar y to awa k en such to a proper un de rsta n d­
ing of pr esent_ conditions and life's obligations . 

A writer, under the heading of "Autobiographical 
Notes," in the Westminst er Review, has been giving 
an account of his early training and call to the 
Methodist ministry, and it is so like my own person­
al experience that I am impr essed to briefly r efer 
to this subject now so gen erally occupying all the 
various branches of the creeds, including the Roman 
Catholic Church, h ere and elsewher e. 

The ordinary scholastic training, including hom e 
disc ipli n e and churc h atte n da nce , leave s a young 
man at the age of 18 to 20 a novice in real life. The 
you ng man does not kno w t his usually . If in addi­
tion to knowledge acquired in the home, school and 
church, the youth has been dipping cteep mto the 
best literatur e of our times, he is genmg nis eyes 
opened. Access to th e best thought, express ed by 
the advanced thinkers of this country, is th e v ery 
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best education the young man can get to produce 
that equilibrium of mind and morals needed prepara-
tory to selecting a life calling. Such knowledge is 
a pressing need. 

It is abso lut ely cruel to entice the youth whose 
thought forces are undeveloped to loosen nis grip 
upon so-called secular affairs and to fill his mind 
with the thought of the peculiar sacredness of being 
a pr eacher, pastor or priest. The nan·ow religions 
which have been fostered along these lines have not 
been by any means an unmixed blessing to the race. · 
There have been far too many men of ordinary abil­
it y in mental and spiritual endowment who have, 
either voluntarily or und er persuasion, been drawn 
aside from their natural calling and made into 
"church clergy ." This condition of things, I admit. 
works it s own cure in time , but in the interim 
humanity suffers. The agony is prolonged unduly. 

Th ere is a loud call for men and wc,11.1en as teach­
ers. The need of the race is very great, but old 
systems ar e proving themselves helples::; and a new 
ord er of thing s has to take the place or ttJ.e old. It 
should be very manifest to every thoughtful mind 
that the church es have failed because or the present 
di sordered condition of the world after nineteen cen­
tu r ies of , dogmatic control of the mental powers of 
the masses. If the united effort of churcn and state 
has lan &ed the race wh ere it is to-day, is it not evi­
dent that our teachers and legislators must in some 
very serious way be mistaken? 

The Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and tne Ten Com­
mandments are evidently insufficiem. to control 
humanity in this century. Why is it that th ere is 
not a more unit ed effort to discover the weakness in 
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our methods and an intelligent purpose formed to 
get out of old ruts? To move on in Keeping with 
human n eed? 

The st ud ent of current events has a keen eye to 
scan reports as th ey appear in the public press. This 
is the season when annual statements are made by 
ecc lesiastical concerns . It is quit e proper that joi n t 
stock compan ies an d banking instituuortis in mak­
ing reports shou ld stick to figures. Is it not strange, 
however, that institutions organized presumably for 
the spiritual benefit of the people app ear to be satis· 
tied when they have met their financial obligations 
and have sustained their membership numerically? 

Wha _t about the upliftment of the masses? The 
cry of a seer as recorded is "Light, more light!" 
(Goethe). 

Let the young ma n, being pressed to prep are for 
the pastorate or priesthood, think twice before he 
ties himself up to an ins titution th at 1s really not 
accomp li shing the obj ect for which his ardent spirit 
yearns . Let the youth get broad information as to 
life and destiny before h e commits nims elf to a 
creed, which in the order of progress he must out ­
grow before he can enter the Kingdolll or Heaven . 

The present writer is under ever lasting obligations 
to the unseen forces or higher forces for naving been 
turned aside 3 5 or 3 6 y,ears ago wh en Ire was being 
premed by the late Doctor Rice and his co-work ers, 
into a wor k which he did not then understand. .All 
he knew was that he had promptings and aspira ­
tions li k e very many young men have to -day. 

To select the r ight calling is the secret of succes s 
in life. To allow others to undul y influence may 
mea n bitt er regrets. Free thought, a oroa d know]-
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edge, wisely directed energy and a pur e life are the 
greatest rich es that a young man can i,ui.sess. 

To be a clergyman may appear a re spectat>le call­
ing, but to be influenced by such a motive is far 
below the standard . The young man should not suf­
fer himself to be flat tered when he is told that he 
has gif ts and graces that the church r equi res . Let 
\the young man examine, very carefully, motiv es and 
the class of ser vice r equir ed . Scientific tru th must 
take the pla ce of theolog y. The future of the race 
requires ruen very differently eq uipp ed in the deep 
thin gs of God and di vine law. 

Natur e's se crets mus t be known . Hidden treas­
ures must be un lock ed by Dien who are destined to 
minister. 

WILLIAM STRUNG. 
July, 18t h, 1910. 

A length y and interesting letter has been re­
ceived at this office from Mrs. Loie F . Elmore, for­
merly M1•s. Loie Prior, desc ribing her successful 
work and missionary Iabors in Australia, New Zea­
land and South Africa . It is dated at Durban, 
Natal, S. A . Mrs . Elm ore and her husband , Dr . 
Elmore, hope to return t-0 America in 1 912. 

Reason is the best instructor, best critic, the best 
publish ed maga zine I have yet read. It is a welcome 

•vis itor to me. 
GEO. V. FREESH, 

2510 Cedar St., 
Canton, 0. 
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THE LOST ATLANTIS. 

W. A. Graves, Chicago, Ill. 

I have been glanci~g over the March number of 
Reason, and under the heading of "Ed itorial Notes" 
I find an artic le regarding the peculiar psychic ex­
perience of a sensitive while on board of an ocean 
steamer off the Azores. She wonders if she was in 
the region of the Lost Atlantis. 

No doubt there are many who have never heard 
of this great continent, which existed about on e 
million _ years ago, and the item referred to leads . 
me to write, for the bene.tit of your readers, (if you 
deem my little contribution worthy of publicity) and . 
say that the Azore Islands, r earing their heads from 
out of the deep waters of the Atlantic to the west 
of Portugal, are all that remain of the highest peaks 
of that ancient continent whose eastern shores ex­
tended miles beyond these remaining landmarks of 
its existence . 

I have befor e me as a I write, a map of the conti­
nent of Atlantis, drawn from notes of deep -sea 
soundings, maps of the ocea n floor and also pro­
cured from the Akash ic Records, and all placed to- • 
gether to make one of the most interesting and en­
grossing studies which we can conceive of-the 
study of ·th ·e Lost Atlantis . 

From what we are told of the high degree of ad­
vancement, in every poss ible direction, of the people 
of this pre-historic land, it is not to be wondered at 
that one who has psychic instincts should be im• 
pressed whilst in that region. 

Much can be said on this subject, but I will not 
intrude upon your time or your space. Should this: 



38 REASON 

item be found interesting enough to be given a 
small corner in Reason, and meeting the eye of any­
one who may be inte re sted and desire more light 
upon this int eresting subject I should be glad to 
furnish such information as I am possessed of and 
direct inquirers to the place where they may obtain 
full information th er eon, as far as man has been able 
to gain it. 

A MOST EFFICIENT SPIRITUALIS'rIC 
TEACHER 

Both as teac h er and dem onstrator of Spiritual­
ism , Mrs. M. E. Williams of 305 W. 137th St., 
New York City, exce ls . For many years-long 
befor e th e pr es-en t writer knew anything of Spiri t­
ualism-Mrs . Williams was demonstrating through 
her gifts as a materializing medium t he fact that 
the d·ea r departed <lead are near us and in her 
pr ,esence are able to manifes.t t hems elves to mortal 
v1s1on. How many thousands through her min ­
is t ry hav e been able to r ea liz e th ·e answer to the 
pra ye r: 

"Oh, for the touch of a vanished hand 
And the sound of a voice that is still." 

But it is as teacher Mrs. Williams is most dis­
t inguish ed-though, pe r-haps, mos t wid ely known 
as a mater ializing medium. Throu gh her guides 
Mrs. Williams gives out t h e high est and purest in­
st ru ctio n and philosophy pertaini.ng to Spiritual­
ism and her School of Psycholo .gy is atte nd ed by 
a most in te lligent and thou ghtf ul class of stu­
dents. 

Spiritualis ts, and es pecially a ll inv ,est igators and 
students of pra ct ica l psychology visiting New York 
City, should ·ende avo r to get into touch with Mrs. 
Williams' work . B. F. AUSTIN. 
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A MORNING ORISON 

By Rev. H. S. Genevra Lake 

Behold the sunlight glisten 
Upon the brow of Night! 

Behold the song-birds listen, 

And bathe th ems elves in light! 
Feel, now, the silence quiver 

With faintest touch of noise, 
And through the Earth a shiver 

Of coming noontide joys . 

The azure skes are bending 
To bless the blooming heath, 

And life, fresh life, unending, 
Springs from the soil ben eatb 

Oh, mystery of being! 
The cons ciousn ess to know! 

Th e breath; the sens e of seeing; 
The he!J,ring all things grow! 

0 God! Eternal Fountain! 
Unwrought, unfettered, free! 

My soul ascends Life's mountam, 
To drink new draughts of Thee! 

Olympia, Washington, U. s. A. 

39 

Vel Zora Palmer Andrews, of Quincy, Mass., 
writes she has had a clear message through Mrs. 
Stead's Bm·eau from a dear departed friend who 
promised to communicate with her if possible. 
This is the first one reported to us among "R eason" 
readers. Any others? 
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GIVING AND GETTING 

'There are loyal, there are spirits brave, 
There are souls that are pure and true; 

Then give to the world the best you have, 
And the best will come back to you. 

\ Give love, and love to your heart will flow­
A strength to your utmost need; 

-ilave faith, and a score of hearts will show 
Their faith in your word and deed. 

For Life is the mirror of king and slave, 
'Till just what you are and do; 

·Th ·en give to the world the best you hav e, 
And the best will come back to you. 

WAR EXPENDITURE 

Average annual cost of Army and Navy for the 
,eight years preceding the Spanish War (1890-1898), 
$51,500,000. 

Average annual cost of Army and Navy for the 
-eight years since th e Spanish War (1902-1910), 
$185,400,000. 

Average year ly increase in the latt er period as 
-compared with the former, $134,000,000, making a 
total increase in eight years of $1,072,000,000, or 
"360%, 

One 26,000-ton battleship costs $12,000,000: it 
i;akes $800,000 yearly to maintain it; in tw enty years 
·the cost is $28,000,000-then the junk heap! 
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BETTER WAYS OF SPENDING $12,000,000. 

Forty Y. M. C. A. buildings similar to this could!. 
be built and equipped throughout for the cost of a. 
battleship, each building accommodating the young 
men in a city of 200,000 people . 

Fifty manual training . schools could be built and . 
equipped with necessary tools and appliances for the­
cost of a battleship, teaching the rudiments of a. 
trade to 75,000 young people each year. 

The cost of a battleship would build a macadam 
road of approved construction between the cities of' 
Chicago and New York . 

The Congressional Library at Washington, the · 
finest library building in the world, was built for 
but little over half the cost of a battleship, and is 
maintained for three-fourths the cost of keeping a . 
battleship afloat. 

The cost of a few battleships wisely spent in the · 
fight against tuberculosis in New York City, coupled . 
with proper legislation and co-operation of the peo­
ple, would probably render this disease as rare in a. 
generation or two as is smallpox to-day . More than . 
ten thousand now die annually in the city of tuber­
culosis. 

Twenty 'years ago Mrs. Sara Weiss, who wi·ote­

"Journeys to Mars," saw on that planet, as she 

declail•ed, "Ciga1• Shaped Air Ships," similar to 

Count Zeppelin's famous vessel, successfully­

in operation for passenger service. They are de­

scribed in her book. 
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DREAM SYMBOLISM 

When I first examined into th ·e question of sym ­
bolism, as mentioned in a former article, I found 
to my surprise that all dream books I was able to 
secure s·eemed to be copied from some older work, 
and though often differing in mi.nor details, the 
meaning given of certain symbols never varied . I 
had formerly been of the opinion that such dream 
books were only published to catch the shillings 
of the ignorant and foolish, but after noting that 
certain . symbols in cheap dr ·eam books I had pur­
chased agreed in the given meaning with the result 
of some of my own symbolic dreams, I began to 
look for the original work which constituted the 
foundation for all the others. 

A book written by Horac ·e G. Hutchinson, 
"Dreams and Their Meanings," finally gave me the 
k•ey, for it is there sfated: 

"Artemidorus, the great lexicographer of dream 
interpretation, was an Eph 'esian, in the reign of 
Antoninus Pius, i. e., in the second century. He 
seems to h ave giv ·en most of his life to his work, 
travelling about, collecting instances by hearsay 
and by reading, and in the end producing a book, 
which was first printed in the sixteenth century in 
Venice, and is the ground work of all the systems 
of dream interpretation that have been published 
since." 

It is very probable, however, that Artemidor us 
copied much from old 'er works and that these I 

symbols and th eir meanings may be as old as the 
human race. 

The meaning of some symbols is easy to compre­
hend, such as walking through mud indicating pov-
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erty and sickness, but why dreaming of being in 
prison should mean security and success is not so 
'easy to understand, but so I have found it in my 
dream experiences. At one time I was subject to 
periodic attacks of rheumatic gout in a foot that 
)J.ad been injured and I used to know when to ex­
pect a return of the ·enemy by my dreaming of 
washing thait foot in dirty water. All of my sym­
bolic dreams, however, do not agree with the books, 
though many do·, for instance, when I dream I am 
in an ·earthquake it always means a disappoint­
ment in some business deal, whereas, the boolrn 
generally give it as "Danger to the fortune, and 
even life of the dreamer." 

Th 'e book that I have found -that I dr eam closest 
to the meanings given is "Napoleon's Dream 
Book," which can be purchased at almost any news 
stand for 25c, but common sense must be used 
in the interpr etation, for if one dreams of a symbol 
meaning "great fortun ·e," don't expe<,t to become a 
millionaire next day, for it will probably only mean 
that you will have better luck than usual in your 
business affairs . 

Many times I have been saved serious incon ­
venience in my mining operations by th ·ese dr ea m 
warnings, though one instance will suffice to ex­
plain what I mean. W,e are working in a desert 
country where our drinking - water has to be haul ed 
some mil'es, and at one time our hauling was don e 
by a man owning his own horses and wagon, as 
we had not put in our own teaming outfit. I had 
a symbolic dreaµi one night that I interpreted as 
meaning that this teams ter was going to shut off 
on us suddenly to hold us up for higher rates. I 
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,sent the foreman off early n·ext mo-rning to the 
nearest town, twenty-five miles away, to buy our 
,own team and wagon, and he had just be en gone 
the day when word was sent to us that the teamster 
refused to haul any more water for us, thinking, 
no doubt, I would rush down and offer to pay what­
ever he -demand ,ed , for lack of water meant an ex­
pensive shut -down of mining operations for sev­
eral days, and this man had the only team wit hin 
twenty-five miles of us, however, instead of that I 
told the messenger to tell the teamster he could 
_go to a hotter climate than even thait of the Nevada 
desert that August day, and the next night the fore­
man drove in with our own horses and the wagon 
1oaded with water. 

Th-ese dreams have also been useful to me in th ·e 
mining operations themse lves, for instance, we 
were running a cross-cut in the 200-foot level for 
the purpose of exploring the ground to the west 
of us and I kept telling the men that when we cut 
into a certa in ledge, which only showed iron crop­
pings on the surface, we would get copper, but 
·from the way the miners would look when ·ever I 
·mentioned it I knew th ey did not believe it, for 
the impression of the camp was we wou ld strike 
gold to the west. At 100 fe·et in on this 200...foot 
level we reached that iron ledge, and at that depth 
'it was carrying good valu,e in copper, much to the 
,surpr ise of t_he miners. Why I was so certain of it 
was simply this, on several nights during sleep I 
was visited by a dream miner who seemed to take 
me out to the top of this iron ledge and with his 
pick would lift th€ top of it up like a lid to a box 
and show me that it was copper underneath. 
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For the purpos ·e of making a record of it, I give 
a sample dream of several I have had that have 
not yet been fulfilled in regard to our operations. 
At this same 200-foot level we are now running a 
cross-cut to the ·east to tap some gold-bearing 
ledges, and the result of this has been shown me 
in this manner in my dreams. I seem to be stand­
ing at the bottom of the cut and the ground appears 
to have been sliced right off so I can see clear to 
the surface, and from where I am standing a 
good-sized ledge glittering with fine particles of 
gold runs up, getting smaller towards the top until 
it reach.es the surface in five or six small stringers. 
Judging from my past dream experiences and from 
the character of the surface formation, I have no 
doubt but this dream will come true also. 

One more dream and I am through. I once set­
tled up some business for a man who left one of 
the s•ecurities resulting therefrom in my hands. I 
had se·en nothing of this man for some time, nor 
had I been thinking of him or of his paper, when 
early one morning I dreamed that he came into my 
office and asked for his document, and I looked for 
it among the papers where it ought to have been 
and could not find it, and after rummaging through 
everything, finally found it tucked among some 
papers where it did not belong. That very morn ­
ing that man walked into the office and I could not 
at first find the paper h'e was after and finally 
found it among other papers just as I had seen it 
a few hours before in my dream. Now this seems 
to lead to a conclusion that some of the smallest 
details in our life are more or less fixed in advance, 
for by telepathy I may have caught his intention 
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to come to me to get that paper, but that would 
not explain of how I could forsee all ;the details of 
not being abl e to at first find ft and then finding it 
under the exact circumstances of my dream . 
· I do not claim that everyone is a "true dreamer," 
but still I do believe that warnings and advice are 
conveyed to many persons who, from lack of 
knowledge of rthe subject, pay no attention to 
them and would otherwise might profit to a large 
extent by being forewarned, and so forearmed. 

July 19, 1910. 
ARTEMIDORUS. 

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS 

Toronto orthodoxy is storm-shaken from centre to 
ci.rcumferenoo, both in the Methodist and Baptist 
Camps. The trouble is, of course, between the 
ay ed-1n-the-wool conservative pr eachers and laymen 
who ar e as fearful of a new idea and a broa der 
conception of truth as the devil is said to be of holy 
water, and the progressive elements among the 
clergy and laym en who really want to share in the 
light and leading of to-day! The preachers-heaven 
bless them - while about fifty years behind the age 
in which they live are still, it seems, in advance of 
the laity. And so charges of heresy, denials, re­
criminations, and attempted muzzling of the preach­
ers, and especially of some of the college professors, 
are the order of the day. What the preachers and 
laity need is the broader vision of nature and of 
ma n! 
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THE NEW MEDIBM IN ROME 

Extraordinary Seance with Lucia Sordi 

(From "Light," London, Eng.) 

47 

After an interval of more than two months I 
have at ,tended, by invitation, anoth ·er sitting with 
the medium Signora Luci a Sordi, of whim I gave 
an acco un ,t on pp. 83, 119 of "Light ." I went with 
some distrus t , for in the meantime certain rumors 
had spread which thr ,ew doubt on the genuineness 
of the ph 'enomena; but after the crucial proofs 
which I obtained, and the unquestionabl e success 
of the psychical manifestations which occurred in 
my presenoo, if I still retained the sligMest doubt 
of their obj ,ective r eality, I should have to deny the 
testimony of my senses, and therefore the evi ­
dence for any other event in my life. 

All the prenomena took place by the light of a 
phoitographer's large lantern, placed on a shelf 
fixed to the wall of the room about four feet from 
the ground. This light was sufficient to ,enab le me 
to distinguish clearly the outlines of the other four 
persons who sat round the table. The room was 
also faintly illumin ed by gleams whi-ch :filtered 
through rf:he chinks of the shutte ·rs, for the sitting 
took place at 6 p. m., in June, therefore a co upl e 
of hours before sunset. 

Long exper ience and various disillusions have 
made me very cautious i-n these matters. I th ·ere­
fore did not omit a single precaution for pr ,ev•ent ­
ing all possible deception, and during the experi ­
ments I did no,t relinquish for a mom ent the left 
hand of <the medi ,um, while her ri .ght hand was 
firmly bound to the hand of the other controller. 
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This last precaution was, in fact, superfluous, be­
cause, as I have said, I could easily distinguish all 
the sitters and th eir movements; and, · further, be­
cause the most intricrute bindings are of no avail 
with this medium. At the first sittings when she 
went into the cabinet her hands and .arms were 
firmly bound with stout cord, and secured with 
many knots and s·eals, but after a shont time th e 
cord was thrown out of the cabinet with all t he 
knots and seals intact, and the medium was found . 
completely free. 

Sometimes the medium's outer garment was 
thrown out of the cabinet, and as it was firmly 
secured t o her body by the cords, no one could tell 
how it had been removed from under the labyrinth 
of knots, which had not been disturbed in any way. 
Small bells were attached to the medi .um's clothes, 
so that they wou ld have sound 'ed in cas e she had 
made any attempt to free herself from the fast en­
ings, and y,et by some myst er ious power she was 
liberated from them without th 'e slightest ring­
ing being heard. Then handcuffs were applied to 
the medium's wrists, and they were similarly re­
moved; the same happen ·ed to a s•trait-waistcoat, 
specially constructed, with a metal belt having 
a clamp to hold the ends of the cords, so that they 
could not be detached by any effort. 

The medium was finally confined in a corn ·er of 
the room, -enclosed by a strong wooden fence mor ,e 
than two yards high, and with ff:he cross -bars so 
far apart as to prevent their being used to climb 
over it. At the end of this sitting, on lighting up, 
Signora Sardi was found quietly seated on a chair, 
or lying on a sofa in trance, a yard or two outside 
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the fence. Af\ter th is the cabinet was discard ed 
as usel ess, and the medium now sits at the table 
along with the other experimenters, without fall­
ing into trance, and joins in the conversation. 

I sha ll now re late in precise terms the extra­
ordinary phenomena which I witnessed att the re­
cent seance . On two occasions the table, on 
whose surface our hands rested, took a sudden 
and rapid flight, and after going half round the 
room silently return ·ed to its plaoe without strik ­
ing against any of the experimente rs, thus giv­
ing proof of remarkable d,exterity and precision in 
carrying out this new kind of gymnastic exercise. 
I plainly saw it in outline as it passed across a 
beam of light from th ·e window, and am therefore 
certain that it was not moved by any visible 
agency . 

Then som e small instruments perform ed evo lu­
tions in the air; a bell rang more than a yard 
above our h eads, and a trumpet and tambourine 
accompanied our sing-ing of a popular m·elody . 

Thes ·e differ ent simultaneous actions would re­
quire more than one person to perform them. 
None of us moved from his place, nor cou ld have 
done so without the oth ·ers perceiving it; who 
then were the hidden operators? No one could 
have ent ered the room; I had searched the hous e 
a ll over and in ·every corner before the sea nce, 
and am sure that there was no one in it except 
those present a;t the sitting. The door of the house 
and that of th •e seance -room were lock ed, the keys 
being left in the locks i.n order to prevent the use 
of duplicate keys . No one who has a grain of 
sense will say that it was possible for any outsider 
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to introduce himself into a small room, sufficiently · 
lighted, and occupi ,ed by five persons, without be­
ing perceived. 

My memory cannot retain all the phenomena. 
of touchings which _followed, for often all the sit­
ters were touched at the same <time by invisible 
and visible hands, of various shapes and sizes, but 
with the natural warmth of the living hand. I 
could even perceive th ·e beating of the pulse of on 'l­
of the materialised hands, and I called to mind that . 
a similar experience is recorded by Sir William , 
Crookes. 

The rough, strong hand of "R,emigio," th ·e me­
dium's spirit guide, began to tease me; it held on . 
to me, pulled my coat, pressed my shouldf'rs, . 
tapped me on the back, and after t hese - caprices, . 
it lieft m e in peace . But its place was soon tak<::n. 
by a slight female hand, which I was allowed to 
touch gent ly, for which purpose I asked my neigh- ­
bour to release my haiid for a moment. I imme­
diately recognised this frail hand by its long, thtn i 
fingers, by the varicose veins on th ,e back, as well 
as by a spec ial movement by which the deceased ~ 
whose loss I and my family still mourn, us ed to , 
expr ·ess her pleasure in mom en ts of happiness. 

After giving me this sign of affectiona;te recog-­
ni<tion the little hand pl aced itself on my knee ,. 
which was painful on account of an awkward fall, . 

, and gave it a massage which relieved the pain .. 
I was so greatly moved by this loving and spon~­
taneous act that I begged to be allo wed to see the ­
hand, if only for a moment, and immediat ely there­
passed across the l.'ed gleam of the lantern, which ,. 
was in front of me, the dark outline of a femal e: 
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hand with the fingers open; the arm was nude 
and terminated at the elbow . 

It wrn be said that I was the victim of an opti ­
ca l illusion produc ed by the ardent desire and 
by the reflex of my tho ught; but th is I abso lu tely 
deny. First, beca us e I had expec,ted to see an 
isolwted hand, and not one attached to a portion 
of an arm; and, second ly, b ecau se my IJ<eighbour, 
an engineer, saw it in the same way at the sam e 
time. Nor can it be admitted that I saw til e 
'double' of th e arm and hand of the medium, for 
she is a robust and well-nourished woman, wh il e 
ithe hand I saw was extremely emaciated, just 
as were those of the deceased aft er the long an d 
painful illnes s which brought her to the grav ,e. 

Notwithstanding t he r epeated proofs of identity 
which my kindly visitor had given me, I asked 
for anoth ·er and final one; not because I doubted , 
but in order to have an in vincible argument with 
which to me et t he incr edulity of others-to be abl e 
to asser-t to everyone, with compl et e inward con­
viction, that 'the dead r etu rn!' I ask<ed for this 
pr"Oof in English, th ~ native lan guage of the de­
ceased, but no t understood by my companions, who 
th ·erefore could neither influence the 1,esult nor 
·even have any idea as t o the nature of my re­
quest . Speaking calmly, and with apparent indif ­
fer ,ence, I said: 'If yo u are really the spirit of E., 
please pinch the lob e. of my right ear with the 
t humb and forefinger of your materialised hand .' 
Th ·e action was not performed at once, and this 
showed wisdom, for if it had be en don e at that mo­
m•ent of intense excitement and varied emotions, 
I might, on thinking quietly over it afterwards, 
have regarded it as a hallucination. 

Inst ea d of th -is, wh ·en my ca lmness had entirely 
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returned, and I had begun to feel that the en tity­
n:i.anifesting could not be ,the deceased person it 
.claimed to be, or it would have respond 'ed to my-­
req uest, the litUe hand came ba ck and touched 
me, caressed my throat and chin, stopped for an. 
instant on my lips as though imprin ting a kiss 
upon them, an d then passing to my ea r with a. 
rapid and in,tentional movemen,t, it pressed the­
lob e delicately with the thimb and forefinger. 

On such a phenomenon comment is needless. I 
will only remark that the spi.rit of t h e deceas ·ed 
was evid 1ently in te ns ely desirous of convincing me­
that she had r et urn ed to my side, if only for a 
brief hour, and of removing from my mind, not 
cr ud e sce ptici sm, but ·even 1he shadow of a doubt . 
as 1o her id entit y . ACHILLE TA~FANI. 

48, Piazza San Giovanni in Lat eran o, Rom e. 

IN MEMORIAM. 
The Board of Trust ees of Plymouth Spiritual 

passed the following Resolution at the first meeting 
following the decease of Margaret Goul •e: 

Resolved, that in the transition to the higher life 
of Mrs. Margaret Gau le Reidinger the cause of 
Spi.ritualism has lost one 

1
of its most earnest and 

widely-known workers-beloved for her long and 
most efficient s·ervice in the cause of Truth and 
Humanity, and we hereby tender over be loved 
Brother Reidinger our deepest sympathy in this 
hour of hi s irr eparable loss. 

We rejoice, how ever, that our beloved sister will 
still, though unseen, be in our midst, an ever active 
worker for the cause she loved and that the rich 
consolat ions she gave to so many thousands in. 
their b_ereavement may now be ministered in turn. 
to those who wourn her departure. 
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The Guiding Star 
SPECIAL Sequel to "Be:,,ond th .. Vail" EXTRA 

Produced in the same way and by means o.ftlze 
same combz"ned Mediums/up 

W.W. Aber (Phenomenal) 
-427 Pages 34 Illustrations Cloth, $1.68 

This •book comprises the m-in-ute11 ot The Star 
Oi'rde, and the official records of the 7'7 se,ances held 
11.t the residen ,ce of W. W. Aber, Spring Hill, Kansas, 
from June 26, 1902, to February 26, 1903, and is 
the third volume of this seri ,es, being preceded by 
"Ren ,ding the Vail" and "Beyond thie Vail.'; 

At these gat he•rings a Remington type -writer was 
·utilized to pr.e•s•erve, in th ·e origina1 utternn ce, thil 
.addresses and com ,municatiomi of full-fo •rm m.aterial­
'l~ed ent !ities, who themselve ·s frequently mantpulated 
the machine in plain sight of ·those ·preser1,t. 

Th ·e date of every seance h-eld, the names and post­
-office addresses of the more than 100 attendant wlt­
n,esses (sub.stanti,ated as correct by affidavi t herein re­
produced), the attestations ( fac-simile signatures) 
-of a ll participants to the accuracy of this jour-nal, and 
t.he 1refined spirituality and great wisdom emanating 
from every page, oombine to form -in this work on., 
,of t he ,most remarkable compositions we ·have ever 
eXiamin,ed, both as an example of com.pe,ten:t lega1 
testimony a'Ild as an embod-ime -nt o.f eve ,rythiing that 
is ·educative and elevating. 

E,nery par ,ag,ra,ph in this book is nurnbered, for 
reference, and the ,re is an Ind -ex of 22 pag ,es. 

Ther ,e are also 2 9 full-page re,productious of photo­
graphs o.f lofty inte1Jigen ces g-overning The Star 
-Oi<rcJ.e, ma.ny of whom passed ;from the physical aeons 
since; an -d of these illusbra t,ious 3 are print-ed ,in 4 and 
more colors . 

This book wias pu'blishw to sell at $2.50, and at 
that price ,rs an uncommon ibarga.i,n. For a short 
Um.e, and by special arran ,geme ,nt, we ,c.a,n supply a 
Hmite<d numb.er of copies to RJEASON readers, only, 
.111t $1.50 .plus .postage-18c----or for $1.68, ,postpaid. 

Austin Puhl. Co., Rochester, N. Y. 
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The Master's Missio 11 
P SYCHIC TREA TME NT of menta l, n erv ous an d 

kindred di sorders, vices, habi t s and obsessions. 
Absent tr ,eatments given . Cor respond ence so licit­
ed. Ar e you suffer ing, d isco ura ged, nervous 01-

despondent? If so, do you uesir e h elp. Th en 
learn ho w to overcome your ills . W e will tea ch 
you how t o be we ll, ha ppy and prospe rou s . Com e 
or wr ite to us. 

Ad dress , 742 East 48 St., Apt. 26, Chicago , Ill -

Mutual Aid Club of Health, Happiness and success 
1 invite all who b e li eve In the Power of Th ought 

and T ele pathy and d esire to do good and g e t good, to 
join my "Mutual Aid Club of Health, Happin ess an a 
Success" by sending in on a post-card their full name, 
r es id ence, etc ., with dat e, in th eir own handwriting. 
Th er e Is no charge for joining the Club and no du es 
expected. 

These cards containing your personal magnetism 
will link you in m a gnetic vibration with m yse lf as . 
Leader, and through this vibration you will b e able 
to reach all members of the Club and in turn be 
reacheJ. by each member. 

On Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock (Rochester Time) 
all members of the Club will concentrate for 15 min­
utes sending out thoughts of Health and Healing to­
the Leader , who In turn will send out the concen­
trated thought forces to each and all. 

On Thursday evening at the same time the thought. 
sent out will be Happ,ness, Joy and Peace. 

On Saturday evening the thought will be SucceH , 
Enlargement, Power ·ror each member. 

P1eace take differenc e of time Into account and ar­
range to sit at the same quarter hour. 

•ro assist you In making calculations as to dif­
ference In time please note that Boston people should' 
sit at 8:30 p. m.; New York , 8:20; Philadelphia, 8:16; . 
Washington, 8:06; Detroit, 7:43; Chicago, 7:25; Mil­
waukee, 7:23; Omaha, 6:43; St. Paul, 7:03; In.ilanap­
olis, 7:27 ; St. Louis, 7:16; San Francisco, 5:06 . 

Send your card applications to 

The Mutual Aid Club, JO Arlington St., Rochester, N. Y. 
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.able Case of Premonition; Jesus and Spiritualism ; 
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3.-Nov. '09. -C ontents: The Islands of the Blest 
(Alma Austin); Old Plymouth Bell; Glimpses of God; 
Making the Most of Life; Reply to Truth Seeker; 
.Spiritualism and the Lights of Hindustan (Martha 
'Virginia Burton); Race Culture-An Appeal to Reason 
(Lois Waisbroker); Mission Work in Spjrit Spheres; 

Disease: Its Cause and Cure; Counterparts; earring­
-ton, the Despair of Science; The Clasping of the 
Hands; Between T_wo Worlds. 

Aug . '08.-Contents:Lois Waisbroker ' s Gospe l; Pre­
.science (Hester M. Poole); W a s Jesus God? (H. V. 
Sweringen); What Converted me to Spiritualism (E. J. 
MacRobert); Prana; Practical P;;ychology (G . A. 
Mann); Religion of A. Lincoln; Death and the After 
Life, by Andrew Jackson Davis. , 

Four coples, as you select, for 20c; any 10 copies 
you select for 40c; any 20 copies you select for 60c; 
~ny 40 copies you select .for $1.00. 

Give them to your friends. We send postpaid. 
Stamps will do .. 

The Austin Publishing Co. 
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Bangs Sisters 
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Morris Pratt Institute, Whitewater, Wis. 
Pr epar es its graduat es for bot h publi c a nd pri­

vat e work. A t wo-yea r' s cou rse. Br anch es t a u gh t 
inc lud e Gramm ar, Rhetoric, Or at ory, Gen era l His ­
tor y, L ogis , Phy sica l Geogr aphy , E volu t ion , Com­
parati ve R eligion , High er Cri t ici sm, Stud y of lVfe­
dium shi p-i t s la ws an d deve lop me nt , P syc holo gy, 
Vo ca l and Phy sical Cultu re , Hi sto ry of t h e W a1;­
fa r e of Science with Chri stia n Theo log y and Dail y 
Pr act ice in Public Sp eaki ng . Admitta nce to all 
•ove r 15 . No ,examin ati on. Club boa r din g in 
bu il din g . T ui.tion, $5 0. 00 per year . On e of the 
most bea ut iful buil dings in t h e city . Steam h eat 
an d electric li ght throughout. Schoo l ope n s 
Thursday, Septembe r 15 , 1910 , and cl oses thi rd 
·wed n esday in l\1ay, 1911 . All inte n ding to attend 
are expected to be pr esent on openi n g day · when 
classes are formed and work b eg ins. ·write for 
cata log to 

Cora L . V. Richmond, 
Sec . 

Mrs . L . S. Weave r , 
Matr on and Asst. Sec . 

A. J . \Vea ,ver, 
Prin., \Vhiteriver, \Yis . 

Dr . Geo . B . \Varne, 
Pres . 

A commun icat ion from "Nae las," pertain ing to 
Mr s. Weiss ' boo k , " J ourneys to Mars," has b een 
r ece ived at this office and will r,ece i.ve ea rl y at ­
tent ion. 

E. H. Dalton, Masseur and Healer 
124 S. Fitzhugh St., Rochester, N. Y. 

Gives Massage and Magnetic Treatments. Treats 
Nervous Disorders, Insomnia and Rheumatism, 
ubsent treatment through Suggestion an d S pirit u al 
Vibration. 
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'The Life of Little Justin Hulburd 
Here are three entrancingly Interesting volumes, 

replet e with history, tra, •el, anecdote, reminiscences, 

,1,hyclllc lore, and, while valuable to all, of special 

Yal'ue to Spiritualists beca~se so full _of thrilling me­
·diumistic experiences of one of th e gr ea t m ediums 

of the war tim e . It will be invaluable to 

:all Lovers of Lincoln 
since "Little Justin Hulburd" was me,Uum, Actor and 

Poet -h aving be en for 41 years on e of the gr eatest 

.attractions on the dramatic stage of this country, 
and s erved the country most devotedly during the 

·Civil War as 

Abraham Lincoln's Spy 
Th e subject m a tt er of the book was given th roug h 

his own m e diumship by promin ent p eo ple of that 
time-his intimate friends and ardent admirers - ln­
•cluding Charlotte Cusllman, Ii:ate Fox, Edgar Allan 

,Poe, Jose1>h Jefferson a nd m any other notea char­
.acters. Thre e volumes, cloth, 500 to 600 pp . each, 
'$5.00 per set. 

m "If you wa nt a set of boolrn as interesting as 
the most thrllllng romance and at the same time full 
of Spiritual Instru ct ion and Inspir atio n, by all means 
Invest In these books."-B. F. Austin. '-

Address: 

£. W. HULBURD, Descanso, Calif. 
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\ 
DR. BEVERLY, Healer 

Twenty years in Medical Practice. Ten years 
Healing Without Medicine. Cures Chronic Cases. 
Absent Treatment a specialty. 

64 South St., Rochester, N. Y. 
Mail Dime for our new Booklet, with birthdate, 
and my wife, the "Honest Medium," will answer 
three questions free 

"Spiritualism," in two cloth volumes (741 pp.), by Ed· 
monds (Justice N. Y. State Supreme Court 1847-51, and U. B. 
Court of Appeals; N. Y. State Senator) a great 

0

agno•· · 
tic who spent years in skeptical investigation of Spiritualism; . 
how he was convinced of its truth through his own medium­
•hip and through that of his daughter Laura, to whom came­
such intelligences as Swedenborg and Bacon-what they havtt 
to give · to the world. An intensely interesting and exceed­
ingly instructive work; a hypercritical study; this is literature. 
Ninth edition; a few sets at only $3.50, postpaid. Don't wait 
-send now.-REASON. 

TH6 TRUTH 
A new book. The result of four years' work 
in seerage. The evolvement of intelligences is 
explained, and how their creation began. 
The different Heads of creation are Introduced, 
with their special creativities. 
The writer gives some of her experiences in 
the re-creation of crude entitles, or the spirits 
known as evil, and assurances of future physi­
cal lives for us on other planets. Price 75 
cents. For sale by 

Ida G. Ashenfelter Covi111a, California 
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The Heal ·Fountain of Youth 
How to Insure Long Life 

Everyt h ing you live on, everything you eat or 
-dri nk, comes from the ea r th. The vegetab le food 
comes directly from the earth, and the anima l food 
-comes indirectly from the same source. It has prob­
ab ly neve r occurre d to you that your body should be 
fed and nourished directly from the earth just th e 
.same as the plants. 

HOW A PLANT GROWS 

The plant pushes its little rootlets , which ar e sup­
plied with a chem ical fluid or sap, into the moist 
,earth . The action of the sap sets fr ee certain ele­
ments of the earth which at once combine with it . 
It rejects that which is of no use and appropriat es 
that which it r equir es. That which it takes up it 
sends upward to form fiber, and leav es and fruit. 
In this sam e way the sali va and gastric juices com­
bine with th e soft amorphous mineral and form a 
n ew mat erial, which will be tak en up by the glands 
and will supp ly th e material necessary for rebuild­
ing and r e-enforcing the wast ed and deplet ed tissu es 
of the body. 

We place Nature Tissue Tab lets before the public 
with the abs olut e knowl edg e that in so doing we are 
presenting the most marve lous and suc cessful remedy 
that has ever been produced. 
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The Real Fountain of Y outh- 2. 
NA'l'U RE 'S WAY 

The t ruly wond er ful sfaccess which we hav e 
achi eved in th e use of th ese 'fabl et s in over coming 
n early every dis eas e found to be incurabl e by medi­
cine, is due very larg ely to th e fact that we nourish 
and r e-build th e dis eas ed tissues by th e proc ess of 
endosmosis; that is :-

HOW WE HEAL 

by absor bi ng i n to th e sy st em th e n at 1iral ni at er in l f or 
supplying ancl r e-bi,ild i ng th e w ast ed and di sensecl 
tissu es. 

FROM NATURE ITSELF 

The Natur e Tissue Tab lets ar e composed of an 
amorphous mineral-an exceedingly soluble powder 
taken from the pure glacial drift. It is Nature's 
remedy-Nature itself. But we have united with 
this, other mineral substances which add to the 
efficiency of this great remedy, and at the same time 
aid in the process of assimilation and incorporation 
of the tissues of the body. 

WHAT WE HAVE DONE 

The work we have done in this direction has 
caused astcmishment to all who have been in any 
way connected with it, and the resu lts have been far 
beyond all we had dared to hope. 

Newark, N. J., February 12, 1910. 
Ma~• I offer of my own free will a few words of com­

mendation regarding the Nature Tissue Tablets? I 
feel as if I had discovered a treasure, and I desire to 
share it with the whole world. 
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Two months ago I came home from 'the hospital af- ' 
ter a severe gallstone operation, suffering from shock, 
pain, and nerve exhaustion. I trembled with p'alsy, 
cried constantly, whether from joy or weariness- My 
body was only sharp bones, with skin drawn tight 
over them, while my hands resembled bird's claws: · ' 

I began to take faithfully and as · directed the Nature 
'.rissue Tablets with my physician's full consent. 

From the third day my system showed change and 
improvement. •.roday, after a two months use, my 
voice is full and firm; my nerves under control, - my 
appetite even and excellent, anµ my ent~re _ body 
covered with a layer of new flesh. Strength, ·ambi­
tion, desire to get well, and .be of use in ·the Woi•ld, 
seemed to flow like a swift current through my veins 
after I had used the 'l'ablets ten days, and best of all, 
this strength and ambition remains. . 

The acti.on of the Tissue Tablets is quick and per­
manent, renewing the nerves, muscles and tissue of 
the body in an almost mag·ic manner. I cannot say 
too much of its value to a peuson in a nervous, run-
clown condition. - ' 

MRS. H. C. i-I. RIVETT. 

The formula of these Tablets has been submitted 
to several prominent physicians, and it has met their 
unqualified approval. Very many practitioners · are 
now using them in regular practice, saying they are 
what has always been needed; heretofore unattain- · 
able. 

• I 

DURATION OF THE VITAL ORGANS. 

The potential life and duration of the vital organs 
is · from two hundred to four hundred years, in a 
healthy and well dj!veloped individual. 'l,'\1e hei}Ft is 
capable of continuing its action for three hundred and 
fifty years, tiut if the - stomach is -~orn out · eariier: ' 
then the heart must perish with it. I 

"No chain ere forged on Anvil's brink 
Is stronger than its weakest link." 

If an organ sl10ws signs or weakness and ' irecay, the . 
poisons which cau~e th.fl• trouble _ should be . rem.oveci, 
the organ should be re-enforced - by bulldJ_µ-g ·.,up the 
tissue with the Tissue -·Tablets. ·If the body i·s free 
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from poisons,.the tissues are · strengthened and re­
paired with a · suitable tissue builder, the entire bod y 
can be kept young, strong and healthy for an indefi­
nite length of time. The waste and decay of age can 
be repaired and the body can be kept in full vlgor 
until it reaches a great old age. Old age is not to be 
dreaded; it is only the d~eay and helplessness that we 
ctreact. 

'.1 he Nature Tissue Tablets should be used by those 
in good nealth as well as by the sick. -- TheY- insure 
good · health and prolong life. 

They' cure ·qy supp!ing healthy tissues to replace 
the diseased and wasted tissues. 

The Na_ture Tissue Tablets are ' not a drug remedy, 
but a tissue food They simply restore and r·ebuild 
the tissues of the body. 

The Nature Tissue Tablets are · an invaluable rem­
edy for a weak stomach and an inactive liver. 'fhey 
ciire indigestion by giving strength and tone to the 
organ. 

They build .up, strengthen and restore the wasted 
tissues ·of the body. 

• They prevent apoplexy, and cure varicose veins, 
kidney disease, and all troubles caused by the break­
ing down of the tissues. 

They are an invaluable remedy for consumptives, . 
and the best nerve tonic known. • -

They have proved a cure for paralysis, ervous 
debility and neuritis. 

The only remedy for grippe. 

(Guaranteed under the Food and Drug-Act, June 30, 1906) 

Send $(.00 today fQr one month's treatment 
- You will at once notice your improvement 

n 

THE NATURAL HEALING CO. 
46 Stone Street. ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
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