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TWELVE BASIC
BAHAI PRINCIPLES

. The oneness of mankind.
. Independent investigation of truth.

. The foundation of all religions is one.

. Religion must be the cause of unity. -

. Religion must be in accord with science and
reason.

. Equality between men and women.

. Prejudice of all kinds must be forgotten.
. Universal peace.

. Universal education.

. Solution of the economic problem.

. An international auxiliary language.

. An international tribunal.

These twelve basic Bahai principles were enunciated by Baha'o’llah
over sixty yecars ago and are to be found in his published writings of
that time.
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Bible Prophecies Fulfilled
In This Age

By Jenabe Fazel Mazandarani

HE Oriental countries, Persia and Palestine and other

T parts of Arabia, have been always the dawning place of

the mystic lights of the Sun of Reality. Great schools

of spiritual philosophy, vast systems of idealism and the relig-

ions of the world have sprung out of the East and irradiated
the lights to other parts of the world.

The great Book, the Bible, which you have studied and
quote in all your churches and religious meetings — that Book
containing wonderful predictions and prophecies — was written
by Eastern seers and Oriental prophets. If we ponder carefully
over the predictions and prophecies given by these ancient ‘spir-
itual mouthpieces of God, we will then realize that they have
that divine insight which enabled them to pierce the vistas of
ages and see the things which would and have happened cen-
turies and centuries after their lives upon this earth plane.
What divine insight; what celestial perception these prophets
must have had, through which they could see and predict the
events of the future! This subject has been dealt with in detail
by great metaphysicians and theologians in their various vol-
umes and books. The mystics of Persia have tried to explain
this great fact in the following manner: The world of existence
is similar to a dome of glass or a mirror. The phenomena and
the objects of creation below this dome are reflected back to
the ceiling of this clear, translucent dome; so that this dome
has the reflection of all the things which exist below; in other
words, it is the greatest disc reflecting all of the phenomena in
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the material world. Now that you have a clear picture of the
dome before you, in which is reflected all the visible phenom-
ena, you can likewise imagine the brains and the minds of men
as revolving mirrors around the dome. As long as the brain
of man is turned toward this dome, the dome reflects the pic-
tures that are mirrored on its surface from below. Whether
the pictures are of the past or the present or the future, the
mind has the capability of absorbing all these reflective pic-
tures on the surface of the dome. There are three conditions
for the brains of men, so that they may reflect clearly the pic-
tures. First, the mirror of the brain must be clear; second, it
must be turned toward the dome; and, third, there must be no
veil or curtain between the mirror and the dome.

The minds of the prophets of God and the messengers of
the merciful had these qualities, because, first, their minds were
clear and translucent mirrors; second, they were constantly
turned toward this great dome of reality, and third, there was
no veil or curtain preventing their reflection and irradiation.
Now, your minds have just as much ability to reflect those
images of reality as the mind of the Manifestations of God.
But we, through our limitations and ignorance, bring before
our minds veils of misunderstanding and curtains of imagina-
tion. Thus the surface of the mirror becomes filled with the
dust of worldly materialism and agnosticism. Consequently the
brains of such men cannot reflect equally the same light and
beauty as the minds of the prophets and messengers. It is for
this reason that men, either through following in the footsteps
of the Manifestations of God or through concentration and at-
tention, purify and cleanse the surface of the mirrors of their
brain, and they become enabled to make predictions of the
future; to see the objects of life and to delve into the mys-
teries of truth. Here we come across very interesting reflec-
tions: If these prophets were able to look into the future and
see the events which would transpire two or three thousand
years hence, how was it that they could not see the events
which were transpiring around them, subjecting them to perse-
cutions, suffering and humiliation? Because it is an historical
fact that all these messengers of good will who have lived on
this earth plane have had to go through many persecutions and
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many sufferings on account of the bigotry and fanatical ideas
of the populace. This mystery is solved when we realize that
even the Manifestations of God had two phases of life, the
physical and the divine. When they engaged themselves with
material things, when they were living the physical life, they
were like other people, but when they turned their minds to-
ward that great dome of reality, then they were different from
the rest of mankind, because their minds were so clear as to
receive the impressions of the Infinite.

You will remember the story of Jacob; how Joseph was
taken by his brothers, thrown into the well and sold to the
Egyptians; how later on the brothers went into Egypt and
brought back the coat of Joseph, and when the coat was pre-
sented to Jacob, the father of Joseph, the very fragrance or the
smell of it made him feel that his son was still living in Egypt.
This subject is taken by a Persian poet, and addressing the
father of Joseph he says: “If thou wert able to realize that thy
son Joseph was in Egypt thousands of miles away, through the
contact of the coat, how is it that thou couldst not know when
he was thrown into the well?” Then the father of Joseph an-
swered: “We are living in this world like other men, but now
and then the light of inspiration flashes and through that light
we see the events. When the light is extinguished, the vision
is gone. Sometimes we ascend to the very height of the moun-
tain of transfiguration and see the evolving events of the fu-
ture, and sometimes we come down and live on the earth plane
and will be able to see even those things which are before us.”
If that state of spiritual realization could be continued in this
life day and night, no one would like to live here. In short, the
prophets have had this quality of prediction, and their books
are the greatest testimonies that they saw these things, either
in dream or vision or in the state of wakefulness.

Prophecies can be roughly divided into three parts: The
first are those predictions which deal with the events of the
prophets’ own lives during the time that they live. This is not
important, and we have nothing to do with that part of proph-
ecy. There is a prophecy in the Old Testament about one of
the kings who was very ill. A prophet went to call upon him,
and while he was there he told him that his illness was very
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dangerous, “You are going to die.”” When he left him and
came into the court, he received a revelation or inspiration that
this king is going to be healed very soon, so he hastened back
and gave him this news. ‘“Just at this moment I received a rev-
elation that you are going to be healed.” Now, this is a minor
prophecy, dealing with the events of the days of the prophet
and those people who were with him.

The second part of prophecy is that which deals with the
predictions of events which will transpire in two or three hun-
dred years, such as the wars and chain of circumstances with
which the Old Testament is filled. It is like unto the dream of
the King of Babylon. He had even forgotten what he had seen
in the dream, but Daniel was enabled to tell him what it was,
and likewise to give him the interpretation. That great dream
of Nabuchednezzar was of a man whose head was of gold and
whose breast silver, and whose feet of clay. Daniel gave the
interpretation that this is extremely symbolical. Thy dream
symbolizes thine own empire; while thou art at the head of
this kingdom the country is like gold; another king from thy
progeny will be like silver. The future kingdom will be like
iron and copper, and finally the weakest of them will be of clay.
Then out of heaven a great stone will fall and destroy this great
figure. That was one of the mightiest empires which came
along afterwards and dispersed this Babylonian kingdom. Read-
ing subsequent history of the Babylonian race, one becomes
aware that it was as though Daniel had lived hundreds of years
after himself and had observed and witnessed all these events
he predicted so accurately and truly. :

The third and most important prophecy contained in the
sacred scriptures is that dealing with events from two, three
and four hundred years afterwards in regard to the consumma-
tion of ages and the establishment of the Divine cycle of human
power. So if we could take out these wonderful illuminating
prophecies from the Old Testament and put them side by side,
noting the correspondence with the great events which have
transpired in the last two or three hundred years, it would be
as though those prophets had the divine vision and insight to
look into the future and see all these things with their own
eyes.
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The prophecies of these great prophets again are divided in-
to two parts: The first part is in regard to the material and
physical advancement of the world, and the second is regarding
the spiritual, the ideal advancement and progress of the hearts
of mankind. For example, this great Armageddon, this great
universal war which flooded the world with misery and slaugh-
ter, we find clearly predicted in the Old and New Testaments.
One of the Israelitish prophets, in some part of his book, says,
that there will be such a great struggle and turmoil in the world
that two parts of the world will be cut off. The same prophecy
is repeated by Christ when he refers to the prediction of Daniel,
and says: “There shall be wars and rumors of wars, and king-
dom shall rise against kingdom, and nation wage war against
nation; there shall be earthquakes and famine in the world;”
all of which have come to pass and are before our eyes. Hence
if we peruse the terrible events which have transpired in the
last eight years in the whole world in all parts, likewise realiz-
ing the distraction, the savagry and barbarism perpetrated by
so-called civilized nations, and how millions of the flowers of
humanity have been cut off, we will then know that these an-
cient prophets were right; that they had the divine insight to
predict these events. One of the most wonderful prophecies
which has actually taken place is the return of the Jews to
Palestine and the hope for the establishment of their kingdom.

There are certain concrete prophecies in regard to the in-
ventions of telegraph, telephone and wireless, all of which show
that these prophets had a vision which was beyond human ken.
In one of these ancient prophecies it is recorded that at the end
of time there will be many threads connecting various vicini-
ties; that from Jerusalem these threads will be extended to all
parts of the world, and people will come to this center by taking
hold of these threads. By these threads the prophet meant the
railroads and the steamships, and people would travel over the
fastest railroads to reach that country.

Another prophecy in the Book of Isaiah is about the connec-
tion of Egypt and Palestine which was fulfilled by the building
of railroads during the war connecting these two countries. The
students of the Bible can find the prophecies for all the marvel-
ous achievements of the last few centuries.
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The second part of the prophecies which is the most impor-
tant is in regard to the fulfillment of the law of Universal Love
in all parts of the earth, the establishment of Universal Fellow-
ship and reconciliation amongst the people. Isaiah says that in
that day the wolf and the sheep shall lie side by side; the‘ leo-
pard and the kid will be grazing in the same meadow; the lion
and the lamb will be in the same pasture; the little children
shall put their hands in the hole and the adder will not harm
them. All of these symbolic prophecies indicate that a day will
come when the nations who are wolfish and the countries and
the people who are lamb-like will enter into eternal compact of
friendship and amity and will forget their enmity and animosity
forever. From a physical standpoint it is impossible for the
wolf and the lamb to become friendly, because the wolf is a car-
niverous animal; it has claw-like teeth and flesh is its natural
food. The wolf has no enmity toward the lamb when He tears
him to pieces, but he wants to live. The only time they will be
peaceful and kindly toward each other is when the lamb will be
lying down peacefully in the belly of the wolf.

Again it is written in these sacred Books that in that day
God shall judge all the nations; that the nations shall change
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks, and that they shall learn war no more. The prophets in
those days lived at a time when the civilization did not require
bombs, poisonous gasses, guns and cartridges and all kinds of
infernal machinery; at a time when we had none of the modern
inventions. The prophet had no other way of explaining him-
self other than the agricultural implements, swords and spears.
In brief, the prophets desired to say that the nations will be dis-
armed; that there will be Universal disarmament. Again, in
another place it is written: “In that day I shall gather all the
nations, and all languages will be made into one language.”
Hence, if we think of the marvelous spiritual outpourings upon
the hearts of the people, we realize that this universal con-
sciousness, this international mind, this international amity and
better understanding and wider relationship which is being felt
by all men everywhere are all predicted by these prophets.

Now, the prophets of Israel picturing before themselves this
roseate dream, thought that when these conditions are fulfilled
in the world, then God Almighty will come and tabernacle him-
self in the human world; the manifestation of God will appear.
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By God, they did not mean that the Almighty is like a human
being who is sitting upon his throne in the heavens and would
some day come down in an airplane and make his flight to the
earth. Their meaning was rather this: That the perfections,
the virtues, the characteristics of God — what are they ? — love,
amity, righteousness and sincerity — would descend into the
world of humanity, upon the wings of knowledge. These things
will be established universally in the world of humanity, which
when brought together in a perfect human temple will mean
God. Christ meant the same thing when he advised his fol-
lowers that they must pray that the Kingdom of God may be
established upon the earth. Who is the Manifestation of God?
He is the manifestation of love, the manifestation of universal
consciousness, the manifestation of light, happiness, prosperity
and unity among the children of men. This appearance of love;
this effulgence of Universal Unity will dawn from the conscious-
ness, from the horizon of the hearts of illumined forward-look-
ing men and women. It is self-evident and beyond the shadow
of a doubt that when we look over the world today we see and
feel that these bright dreams of the Sun of Universal Conscious-
ness have dawned from the hearts and the minds of the people
both in the Orient and in the Occident. The dark clouds of
misunderstandings and superstitions are being dispersed by the
blowing of the wind of divine consciousness and the lights of
knowledge; wisdom and mutual understanding are gaining
. greater and greater triumph. In the Oriental countries, relig-
ious misunderstanding and prejudices were very strong. The
adherents of different religions hated one another to such an ex-
tent that they thirsted for the blood of each other. The ad-
herents of the seven great religions of the world were extremely
inimical, and never tried to forget their past prejudices and as-
sociate with one another in the light of unity and friendship.
There was a Mohammedan priest very ill on the bed of
death. His family went out and brought for him a Christian
physician. When this Mohammedan priest opened his eyes and
saw this strange man, he asked: “Why have you brought this
person here?’ They replied: “He is a very skillful doctor and
will be able to heal you.” He hastened to say: “Are you not
aware if I take the medicine of this infidel, this Christian, I will
go directly to hell?” The physician, not understanding, asked
them what he was saying. They translated the priest’s re-
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marks. The physician answered: “Well, whether or not he
takes the medicine, he will go to hell anyhow; but if he takes
the medicine he will go there a little later.” Such was the bit-
terness and bigotry amongst the followers of the religions. But,
when the sun of the Bahai Movement dawned from the horizon
of Persia seventy years ago, its penetrating rays scattered all
these clouds from the consciousness of men. These religionists,
who for thousands of years were inimical against one another,
became like unto brothers and sisters, so that in reality the
prophecy of that ancient prophet was fulfilled when he said that
the lamb and the wolf shall lie side by side; consequently we
are living at the dawn of that glorious age, that divine mil-
lennium which has been prophecied by the ancient bards and
poets, and we are witnessing with our own eyes the greatest
transformation in the world of humanity. If we observe care-
fully we see all these signs around us. On one hand the states-
men of the world are seriously discussing and upholding the
parliament of men, the federation of the world. Again, in the
councils of nations and the congresses of the people, they are
discussing the problem of disarmament and how to use these
colossal sums that are being spent for the dreadnaughts and
battleships. Then there are innumerable societies and organi-
zations all over the world, East and West, the primal objects
of which are to expand the horizon of human consciousness; to
unfold the capabilities of the minds of men and to bring within
the grasp of the people a greater realization of the inherent pos-
sibilities.

The Bahais, who are the lovers of light, of peace, of univer-
sal love, are likewise endeavoring and making the greatest
effort, so that nations and religions and languages and tribes
and races may forget their misunderstandings, shaking the hand
of fellowship and friendship upon the same platform of inter-
national divine truth. What glorious privileges are ours, if we
could truly realize that we are living at the dawn of this great
divine age; at the dawn of such an international cycle where all
the constructive and humanitarian forces are working for the
betterment of the world, so that we may have one United States
of the World; one Universal God; one great family of nations;
one language, and one shepherd of one flock.

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab.
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The Fourteen Points of the
Dream Problem
By Libra Light

HESE questions were sent from a medical journal of India

to be answered by certain persons in this country. Both

questions and answers may be of importance to those inter-
ested in the phenomena of the dream state.

In a talk given at Dublin, N. H., August, 1913, when ques-
tions regarding dreams were put to Abdul Baha, the Master
said:

“Dream or vision consists of spiritual revelation and dis-
covery. All dreams are real, or correspond to reality. The
spirit ever discovers and then reveals it to the heart. If the
heart is free and untrammeled the actual facts will be reflected
upon it and will be transmitted to the power of memory. This
is real vision and has no need of interpretation. As it is seen,
it will come to pass. But the spirit may discover and transmit
to the heart and the heart may contain confusing thoughts and
ideas, with which the discoveries may be mixed. This form of
vision needs interpretation. One must extract the spiritual dis-
covery out of these confusing thoughts. For example: this white
cloth will receive any color you may put upon it; if you dye it
red, it will be red; if yellow, it will be yellow, etc. Now it is
the real thing which is colorless; but if it were yellow and you
dyed it with blue, it will not become blue but green; you would
then have to extract the blue from the yellow; that is to say,
this would be interpretation.

But it may again happen that spiritual revelations may not
come to a man. There are thoughts and ideas in the heart and
when he sleeps these come to him; these are useless dreams and
have no interpretation whatever.

In the spiritual world there is no time nor space.”
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explore the realm of “dreamland,” and have been gained
by actual experience.

Question 1. Who is it that sleeps, who is it that dreams and
who is it that wakes up?

Answer. He who sleeps is the physical manifestation of a
spiritual Reality. He who dreams is that physical manifestation
seeking its Reality. He who awakes is the same as he who
sleeps—plus what he has gained through his search for his
Reality.

Q.2. If it is one and the same person, what prevents him
from knowing, during his dream state, that he it is who, before
going to sleep was waking, and is now dreaming and what re-
minds him on awakening that he it was who was dreaming
when asleep?

A. Nothing prevents him from knowing in his dream state
that it is he who before going to sleep was awake. Many are
conscious of their personalities extending through the dream
state and conscious of their experience during sleep and upon
awakening.

Q.3. If the personality in each state is different, what be-
comes of the waking-state personality during dream and what
of the dream personality during waking state?

A. The personality is not different. It is ever and always
the same. Through spiritual development comes the power to
derive and retain the benefit of such constructive knowledge and
experience as comes through the dream state.

Q.4. If, as many believe, the dream world is external to
the dreamer and is real and independent of the waking world,
who is its creator and what are the distinctive features of the
dream world that will help the dreamer to distinguish it from
the waking world during his dream state?

A. The dream world is not external. It is internal. ‘“The
Kingdom of God is within you,” awake or sleeping. A Soul is
often conscious of the effort of Divine Guidance to direct it
through these hours when the material world and its disturbing
influence are shut out. God is creator of these hours in which
He tries to draw the soul to the Infinite Knowledge of its Reality.
The distinctive features of the dream world are the features of

THE following answers are the result of conscious effort to
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Reality, making it conscious of a power and experience varying
from the waking state.

Q.5. Are there any other worlds (astral, mental, spiritual,
etc.) besides the two commonly known worlds of dream and
waking states, where men after death are believed to go and
is any of them eternal and unchangeable?

A. There are many worlds. “In my Father’s kingdom there
are many mansions.” Life and experience are eternal. The
law of evolution and development toward perfection necessitates
varied conditions in worlds and in the progression of souls.

Q.6. Is communication from one world to another possible,
if so, how can a person in the dream world communicate with
his friends in the waking world and vice versa? '

A. To the aspiring soul through the open door of so-called
sleep comes the possibility of receiving messages from departed
loved ones, and also a possibility of transmitting thought and
desire to those in the waking world.

Q.7. 1If, as some contend, the waking world is as unreal as
the dream world and we know of the unreality of the former
only when we wake up into a higher state of illumination (just
as we know of the nature of dream on awakening into this phy-
sical world) it may be asked: - Why this so-called higher state
of illumination also is not a dream in relation to a second higher
state and this in relation to a third one, and so on ad infinitum?

A. Physical life on this planet is but the kindergarten of
eternal education. What man reaching the age of forty-five but
regards his infancy as a dream? What man nearing death but
regards life as a dream, sensing a new experience higher and
greater than life, and after so-called death can one doubt the
Immutable Law which destroys only to begin anew, ad infinitum ?

Q.8. Is it possible for a dreamer to remain cognizant during
his dream state of the fact that he is dreaming? If so, what
are the means to acquire this power?

A. It has been possible to the writer. Many experiences
of this kind having been manifested. I do not know how to
acquire this power. I would suggest severance.

Q.9. Will a dream cease or continue if the dreamer becomes
awake to its nature during the dream state?
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A. There are certain forms of fear produced in the dream
which are so vivid, that the dream will discontinue through
this fear, for the Divine Will gives only that which the per-
sonality can endure, either to continue the experience of happi-
ness and well being, or experiences which tend to promote fear-
lessness and faith.

Q.10. How far is it possible to stop, alter or create one’s
own dreams as one wishes? What are the means to do it?

A. By direct appeal to the Highest before sleeping, one
may direct one’s dreams for Guidance and Enlightenment.

Q.11. To what extent is it possible to be cognizant of one’s
own dreamless sleep state, while sleeping?

A. " When the physical body is exhausted and not equal to
further spiritual experience, but when the soul is still pure in
its pursuit of Truth, one is conscious of dreamless sleep while
sleeping. ‘

Q.12. What is the state of consciousness of a person after
the so-called death of his body, viz., does his personality survive
and does he know that he is dead?

A. The answer to this is contained in the Word of God as
sent through his prophets. No living man can say, ‘“Save His
Manifestations of Supreme Wisdom.” In every cycle He has
sent One whose Word is Truth.

Q.13. How can the created beings of the waking world and
dream creatures of the dream world know their Creator and
dreamer?

A. The creatures of the waking world and the creatures
of the dream world are both real. The Divine Creator in His
Wisdom makes them known, one to the other.

Q.14. Is there any ultimate Reality, eternal conscious and
everpresent in all the states or worlds and can it be known
or realized by any such means that may be acceptable to all
creeds and religions and suitable to every human being in all
climes and countries?

A. There is an ultimate Reality. eternal conscious and ever
present, in all the states of the worlds. It can be known to all
creeds, religions and races. During the last century Reality
has appeared in the human world, outlining the foundation of
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the future civilization, based upon the Universal Fatherhood of
God, and the Universal Brotherhood of man in the following
principles:

1—The Oneness of mankind.

2—Independent investigation of Truth.

3—The foundation of all religions is one.

4—Religion must be the cause of unity.

5—Religion must be in accord with science and reason.

6—Equality between men and women.

T—Prejudice of all kinds must be forgotten.

8—Universal Peace.

9—Universal Education.

10—Solution of the economic problem.

11—An international auxiliary language.

12—An international tribunal.

This message was given to the world by Baha'o’llah over
seventy years ago, and these principles will become part of the
consciousness of man through the presence of Abdul Baha in
the station of servitude on the earth plane.

Leave all things to take their natural course, and do not
interfere. Lao Tzu.
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" The Glory of God *

By Horace Holley

To sweep through myriad courses, returning as I will,
Each with its time, its tether, its flight above, below,
Perfecting all together an aim they none can know.
From heaven unto heaven I guide their tireless way
On silent wings and even that falter not nor stray
Nor cross My firm decision nor pass My bound and goal,
Their leagues within My vision, their hours in My control.
On them I laid a duty of seasons without flaw;
Their gardens sow My beauty, their deserts reap My law.
Each drop and grain I make them, of sands and waters spilt,
And what is there to shake them, the worlds that I have built?

Ye race I raised of darkness more splendid than the sun,
All restlessness, all starkness, all perfect, all undone,
How have ye thought to leave Me who lands and waters give?
How have ye thought to grieve Me, the Life of all that live?
From error to worse error wherever ye have gone

I darkened in that terror to brighten in that dawn,

I cried in wind and ocean when ye were as the beast,

I fired each mad emotion whereby your souls increased.
Nearer than pain or pleasure, ye did not see My face;
Dearer than golden treasure, ye trod upon My grace;

Ye held My pure Creation an emptiness, a pit,

To damn with your damnation, ye weakest things of it!
But I who speak have hearing when all is dumb at last,
For them who know, revering, for who know not, aghast,
A Glory to the splendid, a Meeting to the friend,

A world unveiled and spended for him who veils the end.
Your hearts are now but mirror to My most ancient word,
Your vision grows the clearer for secrets yet unheard.
From season unto season your blinded paths afar

To shine like stars eternal above the nights that damn,
O peoples made supernal for Glory that I Am.

MY stars unleash their forces like falcons from the hill

* Baha'o'llah.
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Disclosed My hidden reason in man as in the star.

Life within life I made ye, an angel in a beast,

Hell within heaven laid ye, starvation at a feast,

That ye for purer water should thirst, and stronger wine,
Spent wolves grown sick of slaughter and craving to be Mine
In peace your own creation, for God your own desire,
When depth of desolation compelled ye to aspire.

My love is your true history and not these broken days
Your memory makes a mystery to startle and amaze:

My love that like a garden shall flower in its own rain
The fervent rose of pardon from darkened earth of pain.

My stars unleash their forces like falcons from the hill
But ye run longer courses through My more secret will;
To ye I gave My beauty, in ye I breathed My breath:

My love is all your duty, bright angels without death!
As rivers from the mountain wind surely to the sea,

Your lives, a scattered fountain, return at last to Me,
The Hands of Glory plan it, the Heart of Peace restores
For hates that were as granite the victory of your wars.
I make your fields be holy whatever blood is shed,

The mighty and the lowly shall lie upon one bed,

For they who would not center as angels to their trust
On humbled bellies enter My heaven for a crust.

The time and times are spended I held within the glass;
The woes ye earned are ended and woeful seasons pass
And this your world of sorrow its empty shadows rise
And that your glad tomorrow long hidden in the skies,
One day of one creation, unchanged till ye could change,
Uncovers every nation to Light no longer strange.
Already, see, what Glory shines bright against your brows!
The fond, incredulous story ve whispered house to house
Of Love they cast in prison for murderers to deny,

Now Sun of Truth arisen, it flames from sky to sky!

For souls that would not falter in dread and drouth and dearth
I raise My fallen altar and reign throughout the earth,

From every radiant spirit the meek, unhonored guest

I summon to inherit new kingdoms of the blest.

I close the former pages, I fold the ancient scroll;

I yield My promised ages that ripen fruits of soul
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The Current Art

By Mary Hahford Ford

exhibits which come and go in the great city of New

York, and observe the tendencies of the younger artists,
and in this way catch the growing color of the New Day. For
the artist is not simply an expression of personal genius, — he
is an open channel through which vibrates the collective spirit
of his day in one way or another. He does not know this as a
rule. He paints what he sees and feels, because he sees and
feels it, and would frequently be insulted if it were suggested to
him that he is a “channel”. But the fact remains that he is
realist, naturalist, idealist, poet, spiritist, according to his day,
and he will be predominantly one or the other as his day deter-
mines.

Abdul Baha says — next to the messenger of God, art most
nearly expresses the language of God to man, and in “art” he
undoubtedly includes architecture and that colorful world of de-
coration which comes to us not only through the great murals
but through the great textiles as well, so that the rugs and tap-
estries of a country express its tendencies, as do its paintings,
sculpture and architecture.

Looked at from this point of view the art exhibits of the
winter and spring have been both delightful and in certain ways
disappointing. They indicate always a marvelous sureness of
technique. One feels that the American artist of today, both
man and woman, has attained everything in that direction; that
Whistler, Manet and Renoir have not lived in vain, and that
subtleties of color and movement are as a rule within the grasp
of the younger men and women as well as the older ones.

What one misses frequently in the exhibits is a conscious-
ness of the poetry of life, which the great realist must possess
as well as the idealist. Without it one can never become a true
artist. But through its presence the simplest bit of landscape
or portraiture is alive and unique. One need not seek sensa-

THERE is' no greater pleasure than to watch the current
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tionalism if this present. George Luks has it, and whether
he is painting the Sand Artist, or Matches Mary, or that ador-
able Pawnbroker's Daughter, which hangs now in the Metro-
politan Museum, or the self-complacent young Czecho-Slovak
Officer, who blazed forth in the recent exhibit at Kraushaar’s,
he is speaking the language of the thinker, always forgetful of .
the dealer. Usually this note is marked in the shows of the
younger artists, sueh as the members of the Whitney Studio
Club. This year one looked for its stronger appearance, and was
disappointed. Perhaps the wave of reactionary feeling which
is flooding the world has delayed it, and another year we may
find the artists speaking what they feel without regard to its
salability.

One very refreshing conviction gained from the season’s ex-
hibits is that American art is at last firmly rooted in its own
soil and is producing a delightfully independent product. How-
ever, we may have imitated in the past, we are doing as we
please now. Victor Higgins’' painting in Taos gives us Indians
and landscape translated through sensitive fingers, and paints
a land far from that interpreted by W. R. Leigh, though the
two are in the same physical locality. R. Sloan Bredin from
New Hope is as different as possible from Robert Spencer
though both paint in the same town.

There is no doubt that the influence of the Independent Ex-
hibit, which for several years now has delighted the students of
real art in America, has been strong in its encouragement to
the individual painter. There was never a time in any country
when the power of the academic was less dominant than at
present in the United States. With George Luks and John
Sloan teaching in the Art League School, how can convention-
ality remain a ruling principle? Surely the young art must blos-
som under such tutelage.

Among the pleasures of the last month have been the un-
usual exhibit of the Architectural League at the Metropolitan
Museum, and the Bryson Burroughs exhibit at the Montross
Gallery. The former was significant not so much from its
architectural display, though this was unique and suggestive in
certain aspects, but because of its arrangement. The new wing
of the museum was utilized for the exhibit, and was admirably
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transformed for the moment. Sculpture, painting and all the
decorative adjuncts of architecture were drawn upon to com-
plete the ensemble. The lower story with its wide spaces
seemed sometimes like a succession of delightful bowers in
which the spicy odor of pine branches carried one far from the
city’s haunts, while other sections were like bits of the castled
life of ancient days suggesting the knight and lady of the past
and their martial security.

There was a wonderful serenity about the entire environ-
ment. Beautiful textiles hung from the walls, and a girl sat at
the loom weaving similar fabrics. One felt another spirit per-
vading the place, quite different from the customary commer-
cialism of modern cities, and went away with the conviction
that beauty is not dead, and that commerce is not all powerful.

The Bryson Burroughs exhibit was interesting from several
points of view. In the first place, it indicated new vision in the
artist. The portrait of Edith Woodman Burroughs hung upon
the wall in the place of honor. She was the gifted young sculp-
tor who took the prize for the Fountain of Youth at the Panama
Pacific Exhibition, and who died in 1916, a great loss to Ameri-
can art. The exhibit was like a tribute to her. The accompany-
ing paintings all dealt with spiritual themes, and as one walked
about the rooms one seemed accompanied by the great spirits
of the past, who spoke again through an American artist. Mary
Magdalen shone in three canvases. St. George and the Dragon
appeared in a distinctly new version; St. Martin and the Beg-
garman, a theme which both sculptor and painter have inter-
preted for centuries; The Holy Women at the Sepulchre, which
again takes us back to Giotto; St. Francis and the Angel, with
the Violin of Intolerable Sweetness; A Parable of St. Francis,
La Gioia Perfetta; A sea piece, and a farm scene with the distant
hayrack were like the “intolerable sweetness” of the angel’s violin.
There were others also; The Three Kings and the Admonition, for
instance, all similar in mood and handling, all distinctly individual
and different from the old masters whom they suggest as sub-
jects. Neither Botticelli nor Fra Angelico could ever have
painted any of these canvases, though both have painted similar
subjects habitually.
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In color the paintings were always interesting, and showed
that the artist had followed color symbolism. In technical treat-
ment they were amply sufficient, but gave the impression that
their originator was more absorbed in the subject than its
method of handling. The profound feeling of the series gripped
the observer and brought to his recognition the fact that
through Bryson Burroughs the element formerly lacking in
American art had been seized and given expression. He was a
man who had studied the old spiritual tales with love, and pre-
sented them again with new passion. He had gone up the moun-
tain with St. Francis, had been with him like Brother Leo when
he received the stigmata, and so he could paint the lovely scene
and call it La Gioia Perfetta — Perfect Joy. Also he could paint
the angel playing the violin of “Intolerable Sweetness” so that -
one felt that sweetness, and knew what it meant. .

This has not been done in American art before. It was the
vital note always lacking, and now that Bryson Burroughs has
made it sing, perhaps others will hear its melody, and bring
forth its power.

Another distinctive note of the same sort was struck in Vie-
tor Higgins’ remarkable painting called Circumferences, which
hung in the Allied Artists Exhibit. It showed an aeroplane far
up among the planets. Across its course shot a comet, nearby
hung a small world. It was a vivid limning of infinite distances,
full of air, of light, of etheric suggestion. It might have been
named The Place of the Placeless.

Whoever makes the fewest persons uneasy is the best bred
of the company. Dean Swift.
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Good News

HERE is much to discourage the human mind to-day.
Clouds of impending disaster, overshadowing premonition
of evil, conflicts of will and opinion from every quarter,

knowledge of injustice existing in all countries, cruelty of op-
pression, deceit and duplicity from high sources, hatred and rev-
olution festering in the souls of millions of down trodden human
beings whose lives and liberties have been subordinated to the
greed of the few, an unrest and dissatisfaction rapidly spreading
throughout the world, —but to counter-act these distressing
features, there is “Good News” to be gleaned in the knowledge
that thousands of minds are sensing and developing the prin-
ciples of Unity, the elimination of prejudice, and the harmonious
blending of seemingly conflicting ideals. Gathering from all
points of the globe in conscious effort in some instances, in
others following a subconscious urge to produce order in a dis-
ease ridden world, these souls, fearless in their devotion to
.Universal Service are pointing the way to the solution of the
ifficulties which beset the human race in this, the close of a
.eysle of madness and the beginning of a cycle of progress — real
Mpragress — based upon a spiritual understanding of the Law
which will inevitably produce a higher and more lasting material
development than the world has yet witnessed.
bytdThgydollowing extracts representing many different types of
ming, rpxa basis of hope.

President Harding and Vice-President Coolidge on Religion

“I like to go to church every Sunday morning. My early
training was in the Methodist Church. Later my mother be-
came a Seventh Day Adventist. In mature life I became a Bap-
tist. I have been a trustee in Trinity Church for twenty-five
vears, but my interest is not limited to my own church. I love
to go to a ritualistic service. I like to go to the Episcopal
Church. I like ceremonial. I have enjoyed going to great Ro-
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man Catholic services. All the expressions of religion are whole-
some in American life. I enjoy all these, though I belong to the
freest church in America. I wish every man in America would
attend church. I wish men would be as much interested in the
churches as they are in their own business.

“I don’t like to talk about religion just for the sake of con-
versation, but I do believe we need more of it in our American
life, more of it in our American Government, the real spirit
of it.” '

To these words of President Harding it is fitting to add those
of Vice-President Coolidge:

“Religion is the essential. The community without the
church goes to pieces. I have seen it again and again in New
England. Our Nation was founded by men who came over for
the sake of religion. They made it what it is. Our Nation can-
- not live without morality and morality cannot live without re-
ligion.” v :

Extracts from “The Jew and American Ideals”, Publishers
Harper & Brothers, by John Spargo

(Taken from The Morning Telegraph)

In his book, “The Jew and American Ideals,” just published
by Harper & Brothers, John Spargo, a Gentile, tells us what the
ultimate result of the campaign of Henry Ford to engender a
hate of the Jewish people in this country will be if the American
.people allow themselves to be influenced by it. Pogroms as ter-
rifying and revolting as those which sickened humanity in Rus-
sia in 1891 and again at- Kishinev in 1903 -will be staged here in
America. The Kishinev outrages were the direct and logical
outcome of a similar campaign of calumny and hatred against
the Jews.

Ford and his sympathizers pretend, of course, that pogroms
would be impossible in this country and that, “transplanted in
American soil, anti-Semitism will change its character and will
not take the form of mass violence.”
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“Not a single fact or historical example is cited in support of
this optimistic theory,” says Mr. Spargo. “There are fine
phrases about the ‘genius of Americanism’ and ‘the innate jus-
tice of the American mind,” but that is all. And these fine
phrases can be easily and adequately disposed of by the simple
observation that anti-Semitism, like all other forms of race
hatred, is incompatible with ‘the genius of Americanism’ and
with ‘innate justice.’

“These seem to me to be self-evident truths. Nevertheless
we have had many bitter manifestations of race hatred in this
country, not a few of which have been attended by mass vio-
lence. When I reflect upon the savage race riots which have oc-~
cured in this country, and the numerous lynchings of negroes by
infuriated mobs, I cannot bring myself to accept the easy opti-
mism of the anonymous Jew-baiter. Even as I am writing these
lines the morning newspaper comes to hand with the account of
the lynching of three negroes, one of them a woman, in
.Georgia.” '

Conceding Mr. Ford’s contention that pogroms would be left
out of the anti-Jew program in this country, Mr. Spargo replies
that the plans for discrimination and persecution which are set
forth by him are entirely antipathetic to Theodore Roosevelt's
ideals of Americanism which he called “the historic American
position of treating each man on his merits as a man, without
the least reference to his creed, his race, or his birthplace.”

“] am opposed to anti-Semitism,” he writes, “not alone for
humanitarian reasons, but as a matter of loyality to America.
Anti-Semitism is treason to the American ideal.”

P
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From “New York American’:
Irish Are Able to Rule Selves, Says Chesterton

“The Irish are able to govern themselves, just as is any
other Christian group,” Gilbert K. Chesterton asserted last
night in a lecture in the Apollo Theatre on “Ireland and the
Confederate Parallel.” He said:

“England’s action toward Ireland has been generally stupid,
sometimes even wicked, and almost always indefensible. Had
the Irish question been handled wisely in the days of Gladstone,
the present struggle would not now be waging.

*kngland’s intense nationalism is the primary cause for her
fear in not giving Ireland her freedom. No parallel existy be-
tween England and Ireland as did between the North and the
South during the Civil war in this country.”

From “The Globe” — by Dr. Frank Crane:

‘Who Will Move First?

Baron Lee, First Lord of the Admirality of the British Em-
pire, who is the same Lieut. Col. Arthur Lee who was military
attache in Washington in the late nineties, made a significant
speech the other evening at a dinner given by the Institution of
Naval Architects in London.

“If America invites Great Britain to a conference,” he said,
“to come to an agreement on the naval question, I am prepared
to put aside all other business in order to help that matter for-
ward, for there can be no more pressing business in the affairs
-of the world.”

“It is hard to believe,” he continued, “that those who were
fighting side by side to save civilization are now going to build
navies against each other, if for no other reason because it
would be so ridiculous and so silly.”

I quote this because it is such a joy to find one of the High
and Mighty breaking out and talking horse sense.

Sometimes we get wholly discouraged, seeing that Presi-
«dents, Senators, Prime Ministers and Editors continue to fill
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their mouths with sawdust, i. e., to talk of anything else than
the One Thing that the world and every nation therein need,
which is to Disarm.

In a world bankrupt, morally collapsed, smitten with famine
here and folly there, on account of war, that statesmen should
hesitate one moment to put aside the implement and cause of
their ruin, would seem to argue a world gone mad.

“l join issue,” said the Baron, ‘“with those who say we
should not discuss the question of hostilities between the two
great English-speaking nations. This is a subject about which
we ought to be thinking, thinking day and night, with the fixed
intention of making it impossible.”

From my seat, away up in the gallery in the back row, I rise
and yell as loudly as I can, “Hurrah!”

“The only point to be settled,” he also said, “is who is to
make the first move.” '

That is easy. The Gentleman, of course, always makes the
first move. That nation that is the strongest-hearted, surest of
itself, and most conscious of nobility, will make the first move.
It is always so. The great are quick to trust, the petty hesitate.

Meanwhile what words of scorn and contempt are strong
enough to characterize those miscreants who cease not to busy
themselves sowing the seeds of hate and suspicion, which, when
they have matured, bear the hideous and deadly fruit of war?

The true gentleman is the man who does not pride himself on
anything. La Rochefoucould.

.
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From “New York American”

Bishop Warns of Capitalist Peril to Nation

Michigan Prelate, in Sermon at Cathedral Here, Says Interests

Seek Control of United States — Plan to Muzzle Progress — De-

portations of So-Called Extremists Declared to Constitute
“Foulest Page in U. S. History”

Bishop Charles D. Williams, of Michigan, yesterday ar-
raigned capitalistic interests and declared they were seeking to
control the United States through what he termed an invisible
government.

He devoted his sermon in the Cathedral of St. John the Di-
vine to an indictment of commercial interests. He said these
were trying to control matters outside the proper sphere of their
activities.

Prefacing his attack with comment on unrest in this country
to-day, the Bishop said:

“The United States to-day is in the control of an invisible
government. We are in a reign of commercial conscience and
the rule of the American business men. I respect the American
business man in the sphere in which he belongs, but I will not
admit or concede his leadership in economics, politics or sociol-
ogy, and more particularly in education or religion. We are
threatened with a regime of reaction.”

Describes the Unrest

Bishop Williams then sketched conditions under which
Americans went to European battlefields and depicted the unrest
which followed the armistice. He said:

“America’s soldier dead cry out for the realization of the
vision for which they fell, while we are threatened with this re-
gime of reaction. The demands of peace are as great as those
of war.” ’

The speaker then said that American industrial leaders are
attempting to stem the tide of industrial evolution. He de-
clared:
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“In England they are working out a system of industrial de-
mocracy. But here in America they insist there must be no
change in the status quo. Every advocate of a change must be
suppressed, they insist. Every exponent of progress must be
muzzled, they cry.

Move to Crush Labor

“The open shop movement is to crush labor, right or wrong.
The attempt is as futile as sitting on the crater of a volcano. It
will inevitably turn into a sudden revolution, because they at-
tempt to stifle the equality of opportunity.

“Business men are seeing red. They commenced seeing red
with their drive on radicalism. They branded every one who
had a progressive thought as a ‘parlor Bolshevist,’ and persons
have been secretly arrested by paid spies on manufactured in-
formation and often deported without cause.

Men Unjustly Deported

“I investigated several of these cases in Deroit and I found
persons supposed to be dangerous radicals to be but simple, ig-
norant foreigners unaware of what was being done to them. It
is the foulest page in American history. The very principles of
Americanism have been undermined by this hysteria and panic.
This is the work of the invisible government.”

(A fearless man breathing the true Christ Spirit of tolerance
and brotherhood. — The Editor.)



REALITY 31

The Press

By George Latimer

“No pleasure is comparable to the standing
upon the vantage ground of Truth.”
Bacon,

RUTH has ever been the theme of prophets and poets. It
T gives courage to the brave and fearless; its knowledge,
says John, “shall make us free.”

Yet we know but little of the Truth about ourselves, much
less of others, and we relish not its hearing. Can it be that we
have lost all sense of proportion and have become impervious to
just valuations?

We live in a land of freedom of thought and speech and our
motto is “In God we trust” — but do we?

Is Truth to be the Light of Guidance, the morning star, or
is public opinion, moulded upon the lethargy and distorted
judgement of man to be the standard for Justice?

The world moves quickly giving us but scant time to record
the passing events and profit by their lessons. We are lazily
content to allow the newspaper or current periodical to think
for us. This the press, the beacon light on the tempestuous
waves of conflictings thoughts and fancies, becomes the stand-
ard for Truth.

In the words of the poet:

“The Press! the Press — the glorious Press,
It makes the world anew,
And it will bring the millenniung on
And give us then to view,
The end of war, and lasting peace
When sheathed shall be the sword,
And men shall call this hampered earth
The “Garden of the Lord.”
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0! ever in thy columns bright
Let Truth and virtue blend,
Be ever, ever in the right,
Be ever labor’s friend.
His strong and honest arm shall be
Thy bulwark in distress,
God bless the Land of Liberty,
God save our country’s Press.

Is this fact or fancy? How often has the Truth been mar-
tyred by this same glorious press and public opinion misdirected.
We may assume that either the press acts in ignorance or know-
ingly witholds the real facts.

The prophet says: “The dissemination of high thoughts is
the motive power in the arteries of this transitory world; yea,
it is the soul of all peoples.”

Herein lies our hope — the editor of the newspaper. Freed
from personal and political prejudice, he becomes the greatest
factor in civic life for the promotion and welfare of the individ-
ual, the state, humanity. He is the champion of human rights,
rich and poor, the mighty and down-trodden alike share in his
stand for upliftment. Fads, fancies, time-worn and misleading
slogans give way before his mighty pen to the realities of life.

“Theories which thousands cherish,
Pass like clouds that sweep the sky;

Creeds and dogmas all may perish,
TRUTH herself can never die.

In the words of Abdul Baha: “The editdrs of the news-
papers are the guardians of the rights of man. They are the
champions of the $oor and the protectors of the wronged ones.
They are the crusaders after righteousness and moral purity.
They are the advance guards of the rennaissance of education
and arts, and the pioneers of the higher development and spir-
itual unfoldment. They are the first and most effective instru-
ments for establishing good relations and real understanding
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betweeen the most remote nations of the world. Through their
sympathetic and deep-searching words, they must remove the
misunderstandings that exist amongst the religions, races and
countries. From ever so many standpoints, they must prove to
the satisfaction of their readers that all mankind are the chil-
dren of One God; that all humanity are the creatures of God;
that His Bestowals have enveloped every individual, and that
all of them are submerged in the ocean of the Mercy of the Al-
mighty.

‘“The utmost is this: One person is sick, he must be treated;
another soul is ignorant, he must be instructed; another person
is a child, he must attain to the age of maturity.

“The editors must exert themselves in the spiritualization of
the moral aspect of the human life. They must be the heralds
of the oneness of the world and the teachers of true brother-
hood. They must incite and encourage the people in the exer-
cise of love, tolerance, chastity and good-fellowship and teach
them to shun hatred and animosity. They must speak the
words of truth, breathe the air of truth, live in the realms of
truth, dream the dreams of truth, be clothed with the robes of
truth and soar in the atmosphere of truth. They must be the
soldiers of truth, be married unto the truth, be anxious to learn
the truth, see everything with the eyes of truth, hold fast to the
truth, be the mirrors of truth, spread the majesty of the King
of Truth, propound the immortality of truth — for truth is the
essence of life, truth is the image of the eternal, truth is the
correct comprehension of all things, truth is the Saviour of
mankind.”

Let us be freed.

Those whom Heaven would save it fences around with gen-
tleness. Lao Tzu.
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The Drama

EW YORK has become even more than formerly the dra-
N matic center of the United States, for since the immense
development of the moving picture industry many thea-

tres throughout the country are given over to the films.

There are certain traditions in regard to the taste of the
New York play loving public, which necessitate the production
of “Jazz”. Some theatrical managers cannot be convinced that
the people want anything else. But New York has such an
enormous and insatiate theatre loving public, that there is op-
portunity for many experiments. Probably we will always have
the Follies, but fortunately we have much else, and during the
last two or three years a predilection for serious plays has been
manifesting itself, which cannot be ignored.

Of course, we have in New York the Theatre Guild, most
artistic center for the production of good plays, the Greenwich
Village Theatre, the Provincetown Players, the Yiddish Theatre,
so there is always a current of serious creation beneath the friv-
olous surface of the city stage.

This year the contrasts have been unusually marked, and
the popularity of serious plays has been noticeable. For in-
stance. — Drinkwater’s “Lincoln” has been a play attracting
great crowds, who were refreshed by the ideals it frankly pre-
sented. Frank Bacon’s “Lightnin’ ” is in its third year, and it is
a play where one laughs but also thinks, for underlying its en-
tire structure is a beautiful and true philosophy of life.

The Theatre Guild this past winter presented Bernard
Shaw’s “Heart-Break House”, the most terrific eriticism of mod-
ern civilization this audacious thinker has ever created. The
critics as a rule condemned it utterly, but the people loved it,
and crowded its aisles as long as it was given.

The one great play of the year which the people failed to
understand, because the critics bewildered them with false in-
terpretations was Barrie’s beautiful “Mary Rose”. It was put
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on during the flood of the psychic wave, and the public did not
awaken to its subtle and poetic message, which is that life and
nature are a unity, and that spiritual doors are only closed by
our own lack of sensitiveness. The play is full of the mystery
of nature, the mystery of life, the presence about us of powers
and laws which escape us, and which the material mind cannot
understand. Yet the public was told that it was written to
prove the absence of communication between the two worlds,
and so failed to comprehend its true import.

It would be more just to express the tendency of the play
as declaring that there are many worlds within worlds, and that
we only become aware of their existence as we grow less ab-
sorbed in the outer one. The play deals with the old tradition
of fairy abduction. Mary Rose, when a child of twelve, is car-
ried away by the fairies, is lost to the distracted parents for a
month, and then mysteriously returned to them, having no rec-
ollection of her absence.

When she grows to marriageable age and a lover appears,
the parents reveal the mysterious absence to him, and after two
years of ideally happy marriage, during an excursion to the
little Scottish island where the earlier abduction occurred, Mary
Rose disappears again, leaving a baby boy and a broken hearted
young husband. After thirty years she reappears, only to find
death immediately, and her uneasy spirit haunts the house
where she had lived, seeking the baby for whom her heart
longs.

The play opens with the deserted mansion where this trag-
edy has occurred, which is for rent; and difficult to rent be-
cause it is believed to be “haunted”. A youth in khaki arrives
to look at the house. He is Mary Rose’s grown up baby. He
has been through the war, and has come back seeking the
“folks” he had run away from in childhood. Sitting by the fire-
side in semidarkness, all the preceding story passes before him,
and the drama is given us with its lights and shadows, as it
rose in his mental vision from the subtle suggestion of the sur-
rounding walls.

At last his mother comes, the uneasy ‘“discarnate” one, not
spiritually grown enough to understand all that has passed. He
shows her that he is the one she seeks, and she goes away at
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last amid the strains of weird uncanny entrancing music to
those “fields of asphodel” from which we only return at most
important moments.

Such a rapid résumé of this exquisite play is insufficient, but
it shows the constant interplay of the worlds upon one another,
and the value of the sensitiveness within ourselves which ren-
ders us independent of the so called “medium”. Is this not
what Barrie means to convey?

Another great poetic play of the season has been the Belasco
production of “Debureau”, which has been one of the artistic
and successful achievements. It is from the French of Sacha
Guitry, arranged by Granville Barker, and brings back to us the
romantic days of the early 19th century, when the world was
bathed in sentiment and Welt-schmerz, when George Sand and
Victor Hugo were well known figures, and when the abounding
ideals of the men were symbolized by the expanded crinoline
costumes of the ladies. It is a most beautiful and poetic play,
devoid of false sentimentality, and rich in real feeling. It brings
before us the stage and the tragedy of the actor’s life, the dif-
ference between life and its stage enactment in most touching
fashion. Lionel Atwell as “Debureau” has created a definite
personality, very human, very true to life, and always true to
the age he was representing. “Debureau” is a play of the past
in which the human note sounds for the present as well, and
this lends to its sentiment an added interest.

It is always refreshing to discover on the American stage, a
play which is distinctly American, and this has come us in the
drama of Miss Lulu Bett, staged from the novelet of Zona Gale.
It is a play full of vivid characterization, and bringing before
the observer all the nuances of the small town life in America.

Lulu Bett is the spinster who becomes a drudge in the fam-
ily of her married sister, marries unexpectedly after every one
had given up thought of such an event, returns to her position
of drudge upon discovering the husband had at one time an-
other wife and is not sure she is dead, and finally awakens to
permanent happiness through the discovery that she is the only
living mate of the man she really loves.

Upon this dramatic skeleton of the clever little play is
moulded situation after situation of American habit, character-
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istic, meanness, generosity, selfishness and kindness. Louise
Closser Hale won a great success as the mother of the play, and
Carroll McComas created a unique role as Lulu. William E.
Holden played the part of Lulu’s brother-in-law and future hus-
band, without much spirit, but as a rule the various characters
were enacted in such fashion as to render the village ensemble
singularly perfect.

The spirit of the novel Main Street by Sinclair Lewis, is ad-
mirably put upon the boards in “Miss Lulu Bett”, and both are
surely full of warning against that instinctive censoriousness,
which is bred of a narrow mind.

Notable Comment

(The following clipping from one of the leading daily papers will
be rcad with interest by the many friends of Dr. Krug in this and
foreign countries, where he is widely known both in professional and
antellectual circles.)

Surgeon to be Abdul-Baha Aid

Dr. Krug will Abandon Large and Lucrative Practice — May
Tour with the Prophet — Eminent Physician is to Become Mis-
sionary in Palestine

Believing that Abdul-Baha, leader of the Bahai movement,
fulfills the prophecy of the New Testament and will lead hu-
manity to peace and truth, Dr. Florian Krug, who has offices at
615 Madison Avenue, a celebrated surgeon, will abandon a large
practice and his home here and go to Haifa, Palestine, to devote
himself to the religion to which he has become a convert.

Fall is the time set for the departure of the Doctor and Mrs.
Krug, Mrs. Krug said yesterday.

Dr. Krug’s conversion to the Bahai religion has not been
sudden, says Mrs. Krug, who, at her home at 129 East Sixty-
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ninth Street asserted that her husband had gradually abandoned
the agnosticism of his early life to adopt the teaching of Abdul
Baha, which she accepted sixteen years ago.

May Tour with Prophet

Dr. Krug intends to retire from the medical profession, al-
though Mrs. Krug admitted that he might do some surgical
work in Palestine. A world tour for Abdul-Baha is now con-
templated, Mrs. Krug said, in which event she and her husband
would probably accompany the prophet.

Dr. Krug, who is 62 years old, was educated in Germany and
came to this country twenty-five years ago. He is on the staffs
of Lenox Hill and Mount Sinai hospitals as well as having a
lucrative private practice. Before her marriage Mrs. Krug was
Miss Grace Crossman, daughter of W. H. Crossman, a New York
merchant.

Mrs. Krug said it was in April, 1920, while on a tour of
Palestine with ten friends from New York and Philadelphia that
the physician visited the prophet at Haifa and became converted
to the religion which had been his wife’s for so many years.
The party were guests of Abdul-Baha for twenty-four days.

Entertained Prophet Here

The religious leader visited New York in 1912, Mrs. Krug
said, and was a guest in the Krug home while here. At that
time, said the physician’s wife, the prophet predicted the com-
ing of the world war.

Abdul-Baha was kept a prisoner in Haifa for many years and
was liberated by the Young Turks in 1908. Haifa nestles at the
foot of Mount Carmel near Akka, the city of the Crusaders.
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Bahai Activities

The Monday evening meetings of Mrs. Florian Krug and
Miss Ann Boylan continue at the Bahai Library, 416 Madison
Avenue.

Tuesday evening, Mrs. Mary Hanford Ford presides at the
Bahai Library, 416 Madison Avenue.

The Wednesda'y‘ evening public meetings will continue.

Friday evening meetings are conducted by Miss Juliet
Thompson.

The Bahai Forum is open to the public on Sunday evenings.
These meetings begin at 8.15 sharp. All welcome. Come and
bring your friends.

A definite program for the next three months is being ar-
ranged by the Consulting Group of the Bahai Library. This
program will consist of addresses by notable speakers within the
circle of the Bahai friends, noted scientists and public men and
women throughout the country. Due notice will be given
through the columns of REALITY, the newspapers and an-
nouncement cards.

Attention is called to the fact that on the nineteenth day of
every month a feast is held in the Bahai Library, 416 Madison
Avenue, to which the public and the friends are cordially in-
vited. The Bahai Revelation attaches great importance to the
law of hospitality, and the followers of Abdul Baha are required
to perform this obligation every nineteen days. Owing to the
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many meetings held in the Library, it was found impracticable
to hold this feast every nineteenth day, as it conflicted with
other meetings, but the Library has set aside the nineteenth
day of every month for this purpose. These feasts are largely
attended and produce a spirit of love and harmony. It has been
found to be beneficial to the friends themselves and they have
manifested to the strangers, the love and cordiality which the
knowledge of the Bahai Revelation gives to its followers. We
earnestly hope you will avail yourselves of this invitation.

A copy of REALITY was sent to a large business house in
Germany, calling attention to a certain advertisement. The
sender was amazed to receive the following sentence incorpo-
rated in the reply:

“We herewith take pleasure in acknowledg'mg' receipt of
REALITY, a magazine which has aroused our greatest interest.
May these ideals spread rapidly throughout the world, especially
in Europe in order to save the whole of Europe from the spirit
of hatred which is blinding the nations, and may your noble
country be a saviour to the terrified human experiences now
ruling in this part of the world.”

REALITY takes pleasure in extending its hearty greetings
and welcome to the publication “Bahai News” of Bombay, India.
It is interesting to note the increase in magazines dealing with
the Bahai principles. We have in this country “The Star of the
West”, “REALITY”, “The Children of the Kingdom” and
“The Teachers’ Bulletin”, —in Japan “The Star of the East”,
and now in India “The Bahai News”. The last five have come
into being during the past three years. May the number ever
increase. This first copy of “The Bahai News” contains the fol-
lowing account of the All-India Bahai Convention held in Bom-
bay in December 1920.

Report of the First All-India Bahai Convention Held in Bombay
27th to 29th December, 1920

The Convention of the Bahais of India opened on the mom-
ing of the 27th of December 1920, in the Bahai Assembly Hall,
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Fort, Bombay, at 10 a. m., with Professor M. R. Shirazi of the
Karachi College in the Chair. Among the delegates were the
representatives of almost all the principal religions of the world
and the Indian Bahais came from nearly all over India. Miss
Elizabeth H. Stewart, an American Bahai, was also present.

The Session opened with a prayer which was followed by the
address of Jenabe Mirza Mahmood Zarqgani, the Chairman of the
Reception Committee. He welcomed the delegates and described
the history and the aims of the convention in eloquent Persian.
He said that the idea originated with the Bahais of Poona who
were desirous of spreading the cause in India by holding a Con-
vention of the Bahais in India. They wrote a small pamphlet
about it and sent it to all the believers all over India and a sup-
plication was also submitted to His Holiness Abdul Baha during
the war and a tablet was received.

Owing to the war, the Convention could not come off in 1919.
Some of the prominent Bahais were also absent from India and
so the holding of the Convention was postponed till December
of the year 1920.

Jenabe Mirza Mahmood then read a telegram which was
received from His Holiness Abdul Baha (saying, Convention
Blessed, hoping great results follow — Abbas). The speech
ended with a beautiful Persian poem composed by the speaker.

The President elect Prof. Shirazi of Karachi then delivered
his Presidential address in Persian and said that this Conven-
tion was the Spiritual Parliament of the Bahais of India and
had been organized with a view to spread the Bahai Cause
throughout the length and breadth of India. He then dwelt
upon the importance of asking Abdul Baha to visit this country
of establishing a Mashrak-el Askar in India and of starting
schools for the education of the Bahai children and of sending
out teachers to all parts of India for teaching the Cause and
said that the Convention should take up these questions for
discussion and that a definite programme of work for the en-
suing year should be decided upon.

A series of lectures on different subjects were arranged for
the people of Bombay in the interest of the Bahai movement
and were very largely attended. Among the prominent men

~
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who attended was Professor Patrick Geddes of the Bombay
University, who also addressed the Convention on the evening
of the 29th of December. Miss Elizabeth H. Stewart was an-
other distinguished speaker.

(Times of India, 30th December, 1920)

“Prof. Geddes referring to the cardinal doctrines of Bahaism,
praised the characteristics of Abdul Baha when he came in eon-
tact with him during his visits to Haifa and Akka in connection
with town-planning, and when they asked for a plot of land for
a school, he gave it to them very generously, which was a gift
to the children of the soil. He then referred to the Pro-Jeru-
salem society which, he said, would help the Bahai movement
to a great degree. They had another society there called the
Pro-Carmal society which had representatives of every religion
on it.”

REALITY takes pleasure in announcing the beginning of
the work on the addresses of Abdul Baha, delivered in America.
This compilation will be a most important addition to the Bahai
literature, and we are indebted to Mr. Howard MacNutt for
this work of love and service.

Notices will appear from time to time in the columns of
REALITY as to the progress of the work and the time of its
completion.

The following will be read with interest by many of the

friends.
Portion of Tablet — Received by Howard MacNutt
April 26, 1921

“The Library which has been founded by Mr. and Mrs.
Deuth is very productive. It is my hope that Mr. Deuth, the
editor of REALITY, will be confirmed in his service toward the
Mashrak-el Askar.

Abdul Baha Abbas.
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New Lines of Interest

REALITY intends to widen its boundaries as far as pos-
sible. The activities of the world are manifold, and the seed of
a new evolution is germinating everywhere, the bubbles of the
coming spiritual civilization are penetrating the dark waters of
materialism. To note these evidences'of new life is always in-
teresting, and departments are to be added to the magazine with
that end in view.

Henceforth each number of the periodical w111 contain an art
department and one devoted to the drama. The art section will
be under the management of Mrs. Mary Hanford Ford, and the
dramatic section will be taken care of by the editorial force at
present.

We wish to correlate the forces of the New Day, and bring
into evidence those heavenly tendencies which are rapidly trans-
forming darkness into light — and tradition into illumination
and glorious aehievement. This is manifest in every direction,
but sometimes remains unobserved unless the careful student
declares its presence.

REALITY is the Herald of the New Time, and wishes to cry
out, wherever the light appears. So the additional departments
will be edited with a feeling born of sympathy and not too much
hampered 'by tradition.
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Very Special—and Important!

Dear REALITY Reader:

As a good friend, you are, of course, interested in seeing
REALITY grow and prosper. Has it ever occurred to you the
importance of answering the advertisements that appear in
REALITY? We need not tell you that when a person adver-
tised in our magazine, he pays his money because he wants to
sell or put himself in touch with possible purchesers of his
goods.

The advertiser judges the merits of a publication by the
number of inquiries he receives. You can, therefore, appreci-
ate this important fact; namely — to write each new adver-
"tiser and tell him that you read his advertisement in REAL-~
ITY, that you would like to get further particulars. This
shows the advertiser that REALITY is being read, that it has
a personal following. .

Here is a splendid service you can render REALITY at the
cost of only a two cent stamp. This will enable us to get the
advertiser to sign a contract for consecutive advertising, which
means a substantial revenue for REALITY. Look through our
advertising pages, and by all means write the new advertisers
as they appear each month. ‘

Another important point we want to make is —it is our
aim that every advertisement should be honest and worthwhile,
and unless you as a friend of REALITY write to the advertiser
we will not be able to know.

If you will do this, it will be deeply appreciated, and thank-
ing you in advance, we remain

Yours in the service of Abdul Baha,

REALITY PUBLISHING CORP.
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CLOUDS DISPELLED

will help clear mind of ignorance and superstition. Your
Higher Self demands enlightenment. It will help you.
You will be delighted. Send name at once. MAILED
ABSOLUTELY FREE.

The Brotherhood of Light
BOX 1525 LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

UNION HALL RESTAURANT

1591 SECOND AVE.
Between 82nd and’ 83rd Streets NEW YORK CITY

Meeting Rooms, Pleasant Surroundings, Moderate Prices
Best Hungarian cooking in town

Telephone Lenox 1878 John Létin, Prop.

With large physiological chart in colors. Last word on physical

“THE CHEMISTRY and WONDERS of the HUMAN BODY”

SCHOOL OF THE CHEMISTRY OF LIFE

Dr. George W. Carey — Inez Eudora Perry
6012 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, Calif.
TWO GREAT BOOKS:
“GOD-MAN, The Word Made Flesh”

regeneration — Price V$6.OO

The wisdom of the ages along lines leading to physical
perfection — Price $4.00

GENEVA RESTAURANT

Charming Surroundings—Moderate Prices

Excellent Cuisine

143 West 44th Street F. WINNAI, Prop.

PLEASE MENTION YOU SAW IT IN REALITY
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The Brass Check

A Study of American Journalism
By Upton Sinclair

Who owns the press and why?

When you read your daily paper, are you reading facts or
propaganda? And whose propaganda?

Who furnishes the raw material for your thoughts about
life? Is it honest material ?

No man can ask more important questions than these; and
here for the first time the question s are answered in a book.

The first edition of this book, 23,000 copies, was sold out
two weeks after publication. Paper could not be obtained for
printing, and a carload of brown wrapping paper was used. The
printings to date amount to 144,000 copies. The book is being
published in Great Britain and colonies, and in translations in
Germany, France, Holland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Italy,
Hungary and Japan.

Single copy, 60c postpaid; three copies, $1.50; ten copies,
$4.50. By freight or express, collect, 25 copies at 40c per copy;
100 copies at 38c; 500 copies at 36c; 1,000 copies at 35c.
Single copy, cloth, $1.20 postpaid; three copies, $3.00; ten
copies, $9.00. By freight or express, collect, 25 copies at 80c per
copy; 100 copies at 76¢; 500 copies at 72c¢; 1,000 copies at 70c.

Published by the Author, Pasadena, California

New York Office: 3 East 14th Street
Chicago Agency: Economy Book Co., 33 S. Clark St.

-PLEASE MENTION YOU SAW IT IN REALITY
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COOK'S

TRAVEL SERVICE

ESCORTED TOURS AND CRUISES
INDEPENDENT TRAVEL
BANKING AND EXCHANGE
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HOTEL COUPONS
AERIAL TRAVEL
AUTOMOBILE TOURS
BAGGAGE AND CARGO SHIPMENTS
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Special Facilities
for Travel in
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We Invite Correspondence

THOMAS COOK & SON

NEW YORK

PHILADELPHIA BOSTON CHICAGO  LOS ANGELES
SAN FRANCICSO MONTREAL TORONTO
VANCOUVER, B. C.

Offices and Correspondents Throughout the World
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TWELVE BASIC
BAHAI PRINCIPLES

. The oneness of mankind.

. Independent investigation of truth.

. The foundation of all religions is one.
. Religion must be the cause of unity.

. Religion must be in accord with science and
reason.

. Equality between men and women.

. Prejudice of all kinds must be forgotten.

. Universal peace.

. Universal education.
10. Solution of the economic problem.
11. An international auxiliary language.

12. An international tribunal.

These twelve basic Bahai principles were enunciated by Baha'o’llah
over sixty years ago and are to be found in his published writings of
that time.




The Bahai Movement

Rapidly spreading throughout the world, and attract-
ing the attention of scholars, savants and religionists
of all countries—oriental and occidental

For the information of those who know little or nothing of
the Bahai Movement we quote the following account translated
from the (French) Encyclopaedia of Larousse:

BAHAISM: the religion of the dis-
ciples of Baha’o’llah, an outcome of
Babism. — Mirza Husian Ali Nuri
Baha'o’'llah was born at Teheran in
1817 A. D. From 1844 he was one of
the first adherents of the Bab, and de-
voted himself to the pacific propaga-
tion of his doctrine in Persia. After
the death of the Bab he was, with the
principal Babis, exiled to Baghdad, and
later to Constantinople and Adrianople,
under the surveillance of the Ottoman
Government. It was in the latter city
that he openly declared his mission, ..
and in his letters to the principal Ru-
lers of the States of Europe he in-
vited them to join him in establishing
religion and universal peace. From this
time, the Babis who acknowledged him
became Bahais. The Sultan then exiled
him (1868 A. D.) to Acca in Palestine,
where he composed the greater part of
his doctrinal works, and where he died
in 1892 A. D. (May 29). He had con-
fided to his son, Abbas Effendi (Abdul-
Baha), the work of spreading the re-
ligion and continuing the connection
between the Bahals of all parts of the
world. In point of fact, there are Ba-
hais everywhere, not only in Moham-
medan countries, but also in all the
countries of Europe, as well as in the
United States, Canada, Japan, India,
etc. This 18 because Baha'o’llah has
known how to transform Babism into
a universal religion, which is presen-
ted as the fulfilment and completion of
all the ancient faiths. The Jews awalt
the Messiah, the Christians the return
of Christ, the Moslems the Mahdi, the
Buddhists the fifth Buddha, the Zoro-
astrians Shah Bahram, the Hindoos
the reincarnation of Krishna, and the

Atheists a better social organization!
Baha'o’'llah represents all these, and
thus destroys the rivalries and the en-
mities of the different religions; re-
conciles them 1in their primitive
purity, and frees them from the cor-
ruption of dogmas and rites. For Ba-
haism has no clergy, no religious cere-
monial, no public prayers; its only
dogma is bellef in God and His Mani-
festations. . . . The principal works of
Baha'o'llah are the Kitab-ul-Ighan, the
Kitab-ul- Akdas, the Kitab-ul-Ahd, and
numerous letters or tablets addressed
to sovereigns or to private individuals.
Ritual holds no place in the religion,
which must be expressed in all the
actions of life, and accomplished in
neighborly love. Every one must have
an occupation. The education of
children is erijoined and regulated. No
one has the power to receive confes-
sion of sins, or to give absolution. The
priests of the existing religions should
renounce celibacy, and should preach
by their example, mingling in the life
of the people. Monogamy i8 universally
recommended, etc. Questions not treat-
ed of are left to the civil law of each
country, and to the decisions of the
Bait-ul-Adl, or House of Justice, in-
stituted by Baha’o’llah. Respect toward
the Head of the State is a part of re-
spect toward God. A universal
language, and the creation of tribunals
of arbitration between nations, are to
suppress wars. ‘‘You are all leaves of
the same tree, and drops of the same
sea,”” Baha'o’llah has said. Briefly, it
is not so much a new religion, as Re-
ligion renewed and unified, which is
directed today by Abdul-Baha.—Nou-
veau Larousse Illustre, supplement,
p. 6O.



BUST OF LOUIS BOURGEOIS

To whom the world is indebted
for the first new note in architec-
ture since the 13th century—in the
form of the Universal Temple un-
der construction in Chicago.

BY PAOLA S. ABBATE

The noted Sculptor whose work is
well known to lovers of art in this
country and abroad. This, one of
his latest models, is a masterpiece
of surpassing insight and execution.



REALITY H

Editors Consulting Editors
N ' ﬁhertf}’aai} rd Ford
ary N{0] ()
EUGENE J. DEUTH Howard MacNutt !
WANDEYNE DEUTH Richard Manucl Bolden

Winifred M. Schumacher
PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY
Reality Publishing Corporation
416 Madison Avemue Tel. Vanderbilt 4537 New York, N. Y.
Eugene J. Deuth, President Herold S. Robinson, Sec'y & Treas.
Single Copies, 25 cents. Sold at all Newsstands.
Subscription, $3.00 per year
Money Orders Payable to Reality Publishing Corporation
416 Madison Avenue, New York Ciiy
Copyright, 1921, by Reality Publishing Corporation

Entered as Second Class Matter, April 25, 1921, at the Post Office,
New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3rd, 1879

Volume IV. JULY, 1921 No.7

Contents of July Issue

A Visit to Sir Abdul Baha Patrick Geddes
Justice to the Negro The Editor
Convention for Amity Between the

Colored and White Races Howard MacNutt
A Messenger of Light ... e Lawrence Huston
Symbolism of the Temple Mary Hanford Ford
What Shall We Do with Our Prisoners ........... Adolph Lewisohn
The Current Art Mary Hanford Ford
From the Bustan of Sadi Howard P. Hurlbut
Remembered Talks with Abul Fazl ............... Mrs. J. Stannard

(Cairo)

_The Drama

Bahai Activities



4 REALITY

Justice to the Negro

F capital punishment is allowed under the law of this country,
l by what line of demarcation does a Negro hang for murder,
and a white man go to jail, having been convicted of many
murders with the possibility, even probability of being pardoned
in a few years.

The name “Negro” is used here, as a name of ‘which the
colored race should be proud, instead of shrinking from it, as
so many do. The Asiatic race is “colored,” but we speak of the
East Indians, the Japanese, the Chinese, and they do not take
offence at the name of their race. It is for the Negro to make
their name one of importance to the world by exhibiting those
constructive qualities which are theirs by nature. The poten-
tialities and attributes of this race are as noble as any of the
earth. There are thousands of instances when individuals and
groups of individuals of the Negro race show a lack of civiliza-
tion and depravity, but is this not true of any race, particularly
of the white race? .

Can history point to a World War instigated by the Negro?
Given the fact of their suppression, the tryanny exercised
over them by the whites of America, the lack of education al-
lowed them, the limitations put upon their development, is not
their record, taken as a whole, above the standard of other
races? Forced into the Western World by the white race, who
cowed them into slavery, this crime is a blot upon the so called
civilization of the world. Volumes can, and have, been written
upon the atrocities perpetrated upon them here and in Africa,
but the evolution of the human mind spiritually developing
along the line of elimination of prejudice, is focusing the atten-
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tion of humanity upon fair play and justice to this race. It
is right and proper for them to be punished within the law, for
crime, just as other individuals should be punished, but any
State or community which shows injustice or partiality in its
administration of the law should receive the eontempt and dis-
approval of all other states.

This is the day of hidden things being brought to light, and
the oppressed of the earth coming into their own. The instance
of a Governor of a Southern State pardoning Negroes for the
purpose of taking them in peonage should open the eyes of the
country to the crying needs of investigation and protest against
such methods as employed by politicians and men in positions of
power, so that the future will hold no such opportunity of mis-
use of that power.

We are glad to see the stand taken by Georgia, headed by
Governor Dorsey. We believe that only through such fearless
action by such brave men can the real civilization be born. We
knew the difficulties besetting his path at every turn. His fight
will be a bitter and lengthy one, but his example will blaze the
trail for other noble souls to follow in his footsteps. Governor
Dorsey’s revelation of 185 instances of mistreatment of Negroes
by white men in Georgia and his statement that the number of
cases would be greatly increased by an investigation, shocked
Georgia, but when you realize that Georgia is only one of the
States in which such instances occur, and that the other States
are not fortunate in having enlightened Governors, this thought
should shock the entire United States.

No one who has heard of the brutalities committed during
the last two years in Chicago and Washington should rest until
the government itself investigates every race riot and brings
those guilty of the murder of innocent persons to the bar of
justice regardless of whether they are white or colored. Many
who read this will say that “a mean Negro is the meanest man
on earth.,” That is not true. A mean Negro is not half as crafty
and cunning as mean individuals of other races. The meanest
man in the world can be white, yellow or black. If the people of
the South resent the independence of the Negro, gradually awak-
ening to the idea of liberty and equality, they should remember
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the fact of a century of injustice which rankles and makes more
pronounced these characteristics.

. Governor Dorsey’s report is being clrculated over Georgia,
but it should be circulated over the United States. The com-
mittee on this report is composed of prominent ministers and
leaders of thought above criticism and known for their efforts
to advance humanity. The press in nearly all parts of the coun-
try is approving the campaign.

Will Urge New Laws

The governor, in his final message to the legislature in June,
will urge enactment of laws to remove county officers that permit
lynchings to take place, and the repeal of the labor contract
law, which aids white farmers to hold Negroes in peonage.

There is, however, a great weight of public opinion that de-
gires no change and will oppose it. Of course, the rural popula-
tions want the Negro kept in his present position, for they can
only benefit by it. Heretofore they have had a free hand for
murder, mistreatment and brutality in every form. Anyone
knowing these mountaineers of the Southern States, knows their
lack of education and animalism. Witness the feuds still exist-
ing in Kentucky and Virginia. Imagine the state of mind of
one who is described as a wealthy and well educated farmer
operating a large plantation in Georgia who expresses the fol-
lowing views:

“T do not believe the Negro could be treated differently than
by the system of holding him to his labor contract by the aid
of county officials and forcing him to work even when he takes
a notion he wants to quit. He voluntarily agrees to work
throughout a season for a house and his clothing, gets all of his
food and supplies from the farmer’s commissary. If the labourer
receives no money as compensation, what becomes of him at the
end of the season? Must he steal if he cannot find work, or
must he starve? Continuing, this wealthy gentleman says:

“In the middle of the season he decides to move away and
has no feeling of responsibility for the debt he has run up at
the commissary. What are we going to do? We couldn’t afford
to let him go. If he becomes insubordinate the only thing to do
is to punish him.”
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Has he not worked during the time of his eating, or do those
gentlemen of Georgia charge more for their food than the law
allows? And if the Negro becomes dissatisfied at his treatment
and wants to quit, is there any law in the Constitution of the
United States which allows bodily punishment for the exercise
of free will? This statement, representing a type of mind pre-
wvalent in the South should arouse the righteous indignation of
every lover of liberty in this country, and each should petition
the Government to hunt out such law breakers, backed by politi-
cians, and bring them to justice.

The following account of well deserved honor bestowed upon
the Fifteenth Regiment is but one of the many instances in
which the Negro has displayed loyalty, courage and a fine de-
velopment of the highest ideals of manhood and citizenship
which entitle him to respect, equality and appreciation.

The Editor.

Honor Negro Fifteenth
Flag and Wreath Presented to Regiment in Central Park

A regimental flag, donated by Lafayette Post 140, G. A. R.,
and the Union League Club, and a wreath of poppies as a “sou-
venir’ from France, were presented to the “Fighting” Fifteenth
Regiment of negro National Guardsmen yesterday afternoon
when they were reviewed by General Nelson A. Miles on the
sheep meadow in Central Park. The colors were presented by
General Miles and the poppies by Consul General Gaston Liebert.,

The ceremonies were witnessed by nearly 10,000 people who
gathered around the meadow. Two of the most interested spec-
tators were Colonel W. W. Haywood, the “father” of the regi-
ment, who organized it, took it to France, where it won dis-
. tinction, and then brought it back to the United States, and
Colonel William J. Schieffelin, who succeeded Colonel Haywood.
The present commander of the Fifteenth is Colonel Arthur
Little.
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In presenting the colors General Miles recalled that the
Fifteenth Regiment, then the 809th Infantry, lost 388 killed and
246 wounded, but not a single prisoner nor an inch of ground. It
received 184 individual decorations, and the regiment itself was

decorated by the French Government.

Convention for Amity—Between the
Colored and White Races

o By Howard MacNutt

THE “Convention for Amity between the Colored and White
Races,” held May 19, 20 and 21, in the Congregational
Church, 10th and G Streets, Washington, D. C., must be
viewed in the clear light of its fundamental purposes and out-
comes. From the uplifting Invocation with which Rev. Dr. Jason
Noble Pierce opened this great Congress until the spiritual
apotheosis with which Jenabi Fazel Mazandarani brought its
final session to a close, an unmistakable, vibrant Power was
manifest, surging through hearts and minds, speaking in ton-
gues of pentecostal flame, purifying, sanctifying the outer and
inner being of those present with the heavenly ﬁre of divine
love.

The Convention was projected and organized under the
beneficient guidance and spiritual counsel of Abdul Baha, by Mrs.
Arthur Jeffrey Parsons of Washington, to whose untiring energy
and exceptional capability its success must be directly attrib-
uted. Although it was a pure Bahai Convention in purpose and
principle, no mention of the Bahai Message was made from pro-
gram or platform. This was in accordance with Abdul Baha's
instructions. Nevertheless, those whose ears were attuned to
the melodies of the inner voice and whose eyes were opened by
the collyrium of divine enlightenments, could perceive the man-
ifestation of Abha Splendor in plan, spirit and outcome.
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It would be fair to state that the Convention if viewed by
the outer powers of mind only, and estimated by mere intellectual
valuation, brought forth little that was new in the question of
unity, fellowship and adjustment between the colored and white
races. With super-eloquence and cogent, irresistible power of
oratory, speaker after speaker outlined the existing conditions,
made mention of the friction and antagonism between these two
factors of our commonwealth and citizenship, probed, proved and
analyzed from standpoints, philosophical, psychological, politi-
cal, patriotic and religious, the cause and reason thereof, re-
viewed the history of the colored race and pictured the blighting
shadow of slavery upon our civilization. What the white man
has done for the colored man, and the measure of appreciation
due in return by the black man was emphasized and accentuated
over and over again. What the black man has done for the na-
tion which emancipated him,—his splendid record during the
recent war, his remarkable educational development during the
last half century, his natal endowment and temperamental ca-
pacity, his potential powers now awakening into forceful activ-
ity,—all these and everything else appertaining to the great
central question of the Convention, of how to establish harmony,
fellowship and real equality between the two races, were fully,
completely set forth by senators, clergy and laymen in varying
degrees of eloquent expression. Nothing remained unsaid. The
diagnosis of symptoms was complete; the ailment admitted and
announced; there was no variance of opinion. The plummets
of physical and psychical investigation had sounded every
depth; yet no mention of the remedy.

But though the outer tongue was silent and the Message
of the Abha Kingdom unspoken, and notwithstanding the real
source of healing and remedy, the divine solution of these prob-
lems and conditions had no mention until near the close of this
Congress of the two races, and even then obscurely, this very
restriction of silence was eloquence itself, making the Reality
doubly manifest and intensely evident through avenues of intui-
tive spiritual perception. That is to say, the plan and provision
of the Covenant of God for the oneness of the world of humanity
were now blazoned upon the heaven of human hearts and re-
flected from those inner sanctuaries of consciousness where
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“God rests when he comes into paradise.” Abdul Baha had
spoken in the realm of spirit; the heavenly bestowals had
descended ; the beloved Center of the Covenant had revealed him-
self in the beauty of holiness; the Sun of Truth had risen with
healing in his wings,—*the evidence accomplished, the argument
manifested, the reason affirmed.” Blessed were those who
knew! Blesged indeed were those who perceived and understood.

The program of the Convention was varied, wisely arranged
and interesting throughout. All the subjects were universal. In
addition to the addresses, music had prominent place, especially
the melodies and soul-inspirations which have so long charac-
terized the colored race. To the musician and psychologist
gifted with inner and intuitive perception of this temperamen-
tal people, the effect of their songs was deeper and stronger
than words of mere description could convey. It is hoped that
later on there will be an extended analysis and exposition of this
impressive factor of the Convention proceedings, for its con-
tribution to the success of the racial meeting was beyond esti-
mate. When Anton Dvorak sought inspiration for his ‘“New
World Symphony,” he found a pure source in these “heart
songs” of the colored people. Constituting as they do the real
folk-lore of the race and reflecting an antiquity of history long
antedating their environment in southern plantations, these mel-
odies intrinsic with spiritual beauty and fervor created a pro-
found impression. To those who recognize in them the patient -
sacrifice and spiritual offerings of the race to this great Day of
Reality wherein every people and kindred shall contribute to-
ward the creation of a new humanity, the truth, sincerity and
pathos poured forth in them are prophetic of that unity which
is not born of human will and mental adjustment, but lies for-
ever natal and potential in the human heart. That one like Bur-
leigh should rise out of the race itself to crystallize these folk-
melodies in musicianly setting seems now to have been forein-
tended and inevitable. Hearing them the heart is touched and
drawn away from sordid complexities, bringing us back to sim-
ple, pure, conscious realization of God. Listz said, “When I play
Bach, tones come up from the strings which I cannot find in
the score.”
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To specify speakers and singers, or comment in detail upon
the program is not necessary. The purpose of the Convention
was realized and all contributed worthily toward it. A manifes-
tation of the underlying spirit of unity through love by which
alone the races may come together in harmony and fellowship,
pervaded all the sessions. Its presence was real, actual, unmis-
takable. While statesmen, clergy and ethical sages are evolv-
ing plans and theories of inter-racial reconciliation and atti-
tude, the fragrant breathings of the Holy Spirit are being
wafted in such gatherings and assemblages as the Convention
in Washington. The heavenly Bounty is descending, divine
ideals are upraised and standards of unity established among
the nations. Sincere faithful souls are gathering in practical
demonstration of allegiance to the benign laws of the Covenant.
Inter-racial unity, fellowship, brotherhood and democracy of
the divine kingdom are unfailing evidences of the heavenly be-
stowals so long promised and indicated in the Holy Books. With-
out these bounties and bestowals, the peace of nations and one-
ness of the world of humanity are impossible of realization and
attainment.

Standing upon the platform at the close of the Convention,
the writer of this hurried inadequate report looked down upon
more than a thousand faces filled with the divine light of unity
and love. It was an impressive overpowering vision of the
Spiritual Kingdom. Racial, religious, national, political preju-
dices were effaced; the oneness of the world of humanity was
manifest and enthroned in these human hearts. The words of
the beloved Center of the Covenant, Abdul Baha had found a
blessed realization, “If men could only learn the lesson of mu-
tual tolerance, understanding and brotherly love, the unity of
the world would soon be an established fact.”

Mohammed gave a blissful picture of Paradise and the Di-
vine Kingdom: “Ye shall sit upon thrones facing each other. All
grudges shall be taken out of your hearts; all grudges. Your
salaam shall be Peace! Ye shall love each other freely. What
you see in your brothers eye will be heaven enough.”

The Programme of The Convention is given in part, as it will undoubt-
edly be of imterest to the readers of REALITY.
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Convention for Amity Between the Colored
and White Races,

May 19, 20 and 21, Congregational Church, 10th and G Streets,
Washington, D. C.

Half a century ago in America, slavery was abolished.

Now there has arisen need for another great effort in order
that prejudice may be overcome.

Correction of the present wrong requires no army; for the
field of action is the hearts of our citizens. The instrument to
be used is kindness, the ammunition—understanding.

The great work we have to do and for which this convention
is called is the establishment of amity between the white and
colored peoples of our land.

When we have put our own house in order, then we may
be trusted to carry the message of universal peace to all man-
kind. ,

Program

Thursday Evening, May 19th
Chairman, Mr. William H. Randall of Boston
Invocation Rev. Dr. Jason Noble Pierce
Music—*“Great Day of God.”
Address—*“The Relatlon of the Times to World-Wide Peace”
Senator Samuel M. Shortridge
Address—“The Radlant Century of the Passing of Prejudice”
Mr. Albert Vail of Chicago
Heart Songs of a People ... Dunbar Community Singers
Mr. W. Scott Mayo, Director
Story of the Songs Mrs. Gabrielle Pelham
Solo—*“Nobody Knows’”; “Bye and Bye” ... Burleigh
Mrs. Henry Grant
Solo—*“Mammy”’ Will Marion Cook
Master Lenore Cook
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Friday Morning, May 20th
Chairman, Mr. Albert Vail of Chicago

Address—*“The New Co-operation”
. Honorable Theodore Burton

Address—‘“Racial Understanding”
" Mr. C. Lee Cook of Louisville

Violin Solo—*“The Gypsy Song” ......-.. S. Coleridge Taylor
Mr. Joseph Douglass
Address—*“The New Springtime” .......... Mr. Louis G. Gregory

Friday Evening, May 20th
Chairman, Dr. A. L. Locke of Howard University

Address—*“Duties and Responsibilities of Citizenship”
Honorable Martin B. Madden
Music—Miss Lulu Vere Childers, Dean Howard University
Conservatory of Music, will present the Howard Univer-
sity Chorus in excerpts from “Hiawatha Trilogy” by the

Anglo-African composer, S. Coleridge Taylor.

Address—“The New Internationalism and Its Spiritual Factors”
‘ Mr. Alfred Martin of New York

Saturday Morning, May 21st
Chairman, Mr. Mountfort Mills of New York

Prayer ... Ora Gibson
Address—“A New Pathway to Universal Peace”
' Mr. William H. Randall of Boston

Vocal Solos—(a) “Thou Art Risen” ... S. Coleridge Taylor
(b) “The Warrior” Burleigh

Dr. C. Sumner Wormley
Address—“Bible Prophecies of Universal Brotherhood”
Mr. Ahmad Sohrab of California
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Saturday Evening, May 21st

Chairman, Mr. Howard MacNutt of Brooklyn

Address—*“Colored Poets and Their Poetry” ,
o Mrs. Coralie Franklin Cook
- Music Howard University Glee Club
Mr. W. Roy Tibbs, Director ,
“Just You,” “Deep River,” “Go Down, Moses” ........ Burleigh
Address—*“The Solution of the Race Problem in the Orient”
' Jenabe Fazel Mazandarani of Persia

The Symbolism of the Bahai Temple
Mary Hanford Ford

HE great Bahai temple, the construction of which has really
begun in Chicago, will interest every one in the beauty of
its symbolic story, as soon as its walls rise into the air.

The symbolism may of course be read with perfect clear-
ness in the perfection of the temple model, which is the com-
plete temple in miniature, and which is now on exhibition at
the Art Institute in Chicago.

We have been accustomed to declare in New York, “The
temple model is a personality, it talks,” or as some people pre-
ferred to say, “it sings,” but no one would apply to it the term
“frozen music,” because its musical impression is so warm,
vibrant and living, that it is impossible to think of anything
frozen in its presence.

All who are familiar with the building of the temple model,
through Louis Bourgeois, its architect, are aware that it is
purely & work of inspiration. Louis Bourgeois is an architect
of wide experience, culture and learning. He has been for years
first an eager student of spiritual truth, and then a follower of
Abdul Baha. So he is naturally familiar with the religious sym-
bology of mankind. But he did not create the remarkable sym-
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bolism of the temple model. He recognized it with joy, after
it appeared through his gifted fingers in the intricate and beau-
tiful tracery of the temple ornamentation, or structural com-
binations. But he did not say, “here I will put a triangle, there
a circle, yonder a nine-pointed star,” In such a case there would
have been merely an awkward juxtaposition of significant forms,
without beauty, for beauty, which the temple model expresses in
such entracing degree, is the gift of God, and comes only from
God. :

In the first place the temple model is a nonagon, or nine
sided structure, with nine doors, nine ribs in the dome, nine
openings on each side, etc. All the dimensional numbers of the
temple are related to nine. Thus the height of the great temple
in the original plan will be 360 feet, its diameter 450 feet, which
both make nine. In order to discover the spiritual integer of a
number, we add its units together and contmue the process un-
til a single unit is obtained.

Nine is the number of perfection, both in the ancient nu-
merology of Pythogoras and the Kabbala, and in that of the
present day. In the earlier systems, 9 is a complete numerical
cycle, which repeats itself again and again. Thus 9 and 1 make
10—9 and 2 make 11, etc. In the older systems 9 represented
the highest perfection of man, while 10 stood for god and man
united as in the Messiah. In the Bahai symbolism 9 adds to
its own power that of 10, because it stands for the Glory, or
Baha, which is God.

It is actually formed by the word Baha, the glory, because in
the Arabic language letters are numerical symbols also, B is
2—A is 1-—H is 5—and A is 1 again, and the consensus of all
makes nine. So the nine doors of the temple symbolize the per-
fect number of paths to God, and thus unity in the Glory of
Baha, and the prevalence of nine in the numerical structure of
the temple creates heavenly unity in its vibration.

19 is the Bab’s number for Unity, and 5 is the number of the
Bab himself. So these numbers reappear constantly. There
are 18 steps at each of the nine entrances of the temple, which
with the completing doorway make 19—and each door—a 19—
becomes a recurring symbol of the Bab himself, because as we
remember, Bab is a title meaning a door between heaven and
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earth. There are nine openings on each of the nine sides of the
temple on the first and second stories, producing the number 81
or spiritually 9, and 8 small doors on each side of the third
story making 27—or 9 again. There are 9 columns on the first
story, 9 buttress ornaments on the second, 9 ribs to the great
dome, so that one never can escape the heavenly presence of the
9. It becomes the emblem of perfection, more definitely exem-
plified in the Bahai teaching than ever before; as the 9 reflected
through Baha or the Glory, it becomes the emblem of the divine
messenger upon earth, Baha’o’llah, Christ, Zoroster, Moses, ete.

The surfaces of the temple are covered with a geometrical
ornamentation, exquisite in character, and sufficiently interest-
ing from its beauty alone. These traceries, when examined, are
made up of the most beautiful combinations of the triangle, the
square, the circle, the Swastika cross, the Greek cross, the Ro-
man cross, the five pointed star, the six pointed star, the glori-
ous nine pointed star, and last but not least the looped life sym-
bol of the old Egyptian hieroglyphics which was carried by the
priests in the sacred processions of the worship of Dionysos in
Greece.

The Swastika cross is perhaps the oldest religious symbol.
Originating in sex ideas it became indicative of the divine crea-’
tive fire, and life, and the looped cross of the Egyptian hierogly-
phics is one of its modifications. The Roman cross with the
elongated arm has become the symbol of sacrifice through its
relation to Christ. There is a lovely row of Swastikas around
the base of the dome, repeated again toward its top, and these
will show brilliantly, when it is lighted at night.

The triangle has been from time immemorial the symbol of
the great trinity, the Essence, the Orb and the Messenger,
or God, the Father, or Logos, and the Son, as Christ puts it.
The six pointed star or double triangle is thus the symbol of the
heavenly Sun or Logos behind the earthly messenger. So that
the old orthodox Jewish Rabbis say today, ‘“we have always had
the six pointed star, but we are looking now for the five pointed -
star, the Messiah.” The five pointed star has been for ages the
symbol of the earthly messenger. Abdul Baha says in the Tab-
let of the Ring, “the two stars (of the ring symbol) represent the
divine origin and also the human personality of The Bab and
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Baha'o’llah, because the human being like the star has five
points, the head, the two arms and the two legs.”

The triangle has another symbolism, and a very beautiful
one, that of humanity with its base upon the earth and it_s point
reaching up to heaven, and this is also a part of the heavenly
meaning of the six pointed star. The five pointed star was used
by the early Christians as the symbol of Christ, and the cross
came later with the introduction of theology into Christian
teachings. B

The circle has been from very ancient periods the symbol of
infinity and eternity, and is commonly seen upon the temples of
India, especially associated with the serpent of the past. The
square is the old kabbalistie symbol of realization or manifes-
tation in earthly form for the microcosm or human, while 8 or
the cube is the symbol of realization for the Macrocosm or Di-
vine Man. The glorious nine pointed star is of course the sym-
bol of divine manifestation belonging to the new day. The tem-
ple itself is a nine pointed star. Looked at from an aeroplane it
would seem a great star dropped upon the ground, and when
lighted at night all its nine points will appear brilliantly. The
nine pointed star forms the beautiful rose like top of each win-
dow and door of the temple’s lower story, while at the center
of each star gleams the decorative lettered form of the Great-
est Name with which we are all familiar. This will be always
illumined and shining, so that the Glory of the Most-Glorious
will penetrate every worshipper who enters the temple. A
larger replica of the same illumined symbol forms the center
in decoration above the doors and speaks again of the meaning
of the great temple.

There is a charming story in Hindu mythology to the effect
that when the great God Brahm finished his avatar on this
earth, he did not ascend, but went to sleep in a lotus flower until
it should be time for him to awaken for another mission to
mankind. Over the low archway of each entrance to the temple
is a delicate and graceful tracery which attracts the eye, and
when one examines it, there is revealed a succession of lotus
flowers, and in the center of each is the looped symbol of life,
which comes to use from Egypt and Greece, and appears here
again as the note of awakening, of resurection in the lotus flower
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of the world. It is singularly fitting that the story of Brahm
should be recalled in the decoration of the temple of mankind
and should arise there under the symbol of life, because the
temple contains in its glorius ensemble the unity of all faiths,
and the aspiration of all hearts.

There is an ornament in the dome which appears also in the
upper part of the columns and is unlike any other portion of the
decoration. It is a whirling succession of elongated circles, and
Bourgeois says that in drawing the dome especially, he would
begin to think of the orbits of the planets and their whirling
spaces, and then his fingers would create these wonderful lines,
as his thoughts roamed among the stars. Thus a new symbol
has been added to those of the past, which might be called that
of the unity of the heavens.

The structure of the temple is such that at night all its sur-
faces will be a blaze of light. Its decorations are cut completely
through the terra-cotta substance, which is to be lined with
transparent glass, so that at night each column and buttress
ornament as well as the stars and crosses and “milky way” of
the dome, will shine forth like an embroidery upon the dark-
ness. So the temple will be veritably a temple of light in this
day of resurection, of brotherhood and new civilization.

The 9 ribs joined above the surface of the dome are like
hands clasped in prayer, Bourgeois says, and in the space be-
tween their union and the rounded top of the dome proper, will
shine a great electric light sending forth 9 bars into the dark-
ness of the night, and forming a glorious illumined climax to the
beautiful nonagon structure. '
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What Shall We Do With Our Prisoners?

By Adolph Lewisohn

To the Editor, Reality, New York City:

We hope for a better understanding in the treatment of
prisons and prisoners, but before a great deal can be done, how-
ever, we must have the public conscience aroused to the fact that
our prisons do not exist merely for punishment. They really
should furnish means and methods for reforming the men sent
to them. To sentence a man for a term of years so that he is
deprived of his liberty is in itself a punishment to him. But
to return him to society without teaching him useful labor, with-
out instilling within him a desire to go straight and without
improving his attitude towards society is, after all a system
by which society punishes itself. Nothing has been accom-
plished beyond “paying the man back” for his offense against
society, and the discharged prisoner starts in to “pay back the
state.” It is an endless and vicious circlee. The man returns
to prison over and over again. He remains as a liability to the
state and never becomes an asset.

There are three sides to every man—physical, mental and
gpiritual. In any one or two or even all three expressions, a man
may be born weak or crippled. Society has done wonders for
the physical side of man. The marvelous skill of a surgeon, and
the preventive serums of the scientist bear ample testimony.
We have made a splendid start in a study of mental diseases.
There is yet much to learn but the progress in the last twenty-
five years has been remarkable. In the matter of spiritual or
character rehabilitation we have little to offer a man beyond the
profound truth “that man must be born again.” In other words
that he must be regenerated and that to a very large measure
this regeneration must come from within the man himself.

Those who believe in better prisons to make better men
advocate improved prison buildings, more sanitary methods of
living, somewhat better quality of food, discarding of stripes,
elimination of continued solitary confinement, ete., in order that
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the State may not be positively ashamed of itself for brutal
treatment of its unfortunates. In other words, society does not
like to think of unpleasant things; and brutality, filth, vermin,
prison degeneracy, dungeons, diseases, etc.,, are unpleasant
things.

Now most prisons have practically eliminated these very
obvious unpleasant features which offend the eyes of Society,
with the result that we are beginning to have excellent prison
buildings and equipments, in short, we are getting good prisons
and by means of sanitation, baths, dining rooms, and other ma-
terial things, we are commencing to make good prisoners.

But the larger problem to solve is how to make good men
out of good prisoners in good prisons?

It is to answer, at least partially, this question that the
Prison Survey recommended a more adequate educational pro-
gram, a system of vocational training, a payment of a wage for
work well done, and a partial realization of the principles of self-
expression. Society is coming to the point where it will no longer
be difficult to retain within their walls men who make model
prisoners. But the test of the prison and the prisoner come
after the man is discharged. If the State sends him out broken
in spirit and ruined in health and vocationally handicapped be-
cause of his long absence from modern methods of working, then
the State has robbed him of more than was written in the war-
rant. The State sentenced him for a term of years and not for
a life term of impaired lungs, heart, spirit, brain or hands. If
the State sends him out in good health, in good spirits, with
trained hands and an understanding mind, the State has made
a liability into an-asset. It is a paying investment. The State
is making well behaved ciphers through the exercise on the part
of prisoners of negative virtues. Let us put digits of labor, edu-
cation, wage incentives in place of ciphers through the exercise
of positive virtues.
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A Message of Light

To Janabe Fazel Mazandarani
By Lawrence Huston

of a Canadian University to hear the word of an Oriental

philosopher. The great square hall was soon astir with
that peculiar ante-lecture sound combination of swishing skirts,
banging chairs, the flip of turning pages and the buzz of half-
suppressed voices. All were excited awaiting a novel experience,
for a visit from a professor of an Oriental university was a rare
event in canada.

But Jean Sheridan, sitting in the far window corner by her-
self, felt no tremor of pleasurable anticipation. Aimlessly, she
had followed the class into this extra noon-hour lecture. Droop-
ing shoulders, dark circles traced by sleepless nights beneath
trouble shadowed eyes, and the unhappy downward curve of her
lips expressed the weariness of a soul face to face with the big-
gest crisis of her life.

“Why, oh why, are human beings so treacherous and so un-
kind to each other?” was the cry wrung from the agony of a
young heart meeting its first real sorrow.

In the enthusiasm of an ardent desire to improve her col-
lege, Jean had led a demand for reform in the residence condi-
tions of the woman students. Pure and altruistic though the
spirit of the agitation was, it failed. Of what avail is even the
passionate fervour of youth, when pitted against the relentless
rock of a vested interest? In an effort of self-preservation,
those whose comfort was threatened by the proposed reforms,
had set afloat an ugly rumor as to the motive of the leader of the
rebellion, and this had grown with the rapidity and the certainty
of a persistently pushed snow-ball until it had thoroughly dam-
aged Jean's position among her fellow students and thus suec-
cessfully blocked the path to change. The soul of Jean was
sickened by this first encounter with the poisoned weapons of a
long established order.

EAGER light-hearted students crowded into a lecture room
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The sweetness of girlhood had fled from her heart and pain
had rolled itself into a hard knot of hatred in her mind. She
wanted revenge. She craved power to make the enemy suffer
as she had suffered. It was the face of a bitter woman who
looked out upon the campus. She wished, because she knew
revenge was impossible, that she, like the maple leaves lured
by the autumn winds from their haven of the tree-tops, could
be swept by some unseen force far away to a lovelier land of
untroubled life.

She turned from the window with a start, suddenly realizing
that the Dean had entered, accompanied by two gentlemen, dis-
tinguished by the olive complexion of Western Asia. One of them,
the elder, wore a long black cassock-like robe and a white fez.
The radiance of this man’s face left Jean amazed and disturbed.
Something in his personality shook her out of the absorbing
interest in her own trouble, and made her feel ashamed of the
longing for revenge which had reigned so supremely in her mind
until within the last few minutes.

“What is happening to me?”’ she wondered. “I have never
met anyone before who made me feel ill at ease.”

Abruptly she rose, becoming suddenly conscious that her
head was throbbing with pain. She wanted to get away from
this disquieting influence and out into the healing fresh air. She
left her place at the window and crossed the room moving to-
wards the door. As she approached the centre of the room she
met the eyes of the Oriental philosopher. He smiled upon her,
and the strange happy beauty of the smile told Jean she must
not leave the hall. In the front row there was a vacant seat
and Jean, almost like one in a trance, took it.

The lecture, on the new conditions of womanhood in Persia,
was begun. The address was given in the Persian by the philoso-
pher and translated into rich and graceful English by the other
gentleman, the interpreter. So full of loving understanding was
the relation between these two men that Jean could hardly real-
ize the division into Persian and English. The lecturer told
of a woman’s movement, different far from ours in its inspira-
tion, an uprising not forced by economic conditions but developed
as one of the twelve principles taught by a Persian prophet,
Abdul Baha. He spoke of the suffering and martyrdom of the
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pioneer preachers of the new conception of womanhood and the
sacrifice demanded from all those who followed in their wake.
From the concrete facts of Persian history he turned to the more
philosophic consideration of the cleansing value of persecution
to the soul. He said that without it the growth dof the soul
would be retarded, that without it the soul could never learn
the cardinal principle of all great and true religions, the love of
one’s enemy.

It seemed to Jean, that, as the philosopher paused between
sentences to allow the interpreter to present the idea in English,
his eyes sought hers in question, “This is all for you, are you
making it yours ?”’

The soul of Jean was alert. Suffering had made her sensi-
tive, and she caught on the wings of intuition, more thought,
more spiritual knowledge than was possible for the speaker to
put into actual words. Everything about the man was expressive
to her quickened perception. The liquid tones of joy in his voice,
the quiet dignity of bearing, and above all the mystic power of
his eyes, before whose light it seemed to her no sin could re-
main in secure hiding, told her of a life made fragrant by a
glorius and self-renouncing devotion to a great hope for hu-
manity. She knew that here was a man who counted it a privi-
lege to suffer in order that humanity might have a fresh realiza-
tion of the nearness of God, and one who had learned to bear no
personal ill-feeling to the persecutor. She knew that the shin-
ing serenity of his personality had been born of that ecstatic
moment of high consciousness when the soul realizes the inevita-
bleness of the persecutor, and learns that he deserves not the
reviling tongue or the stiletto of vengeance, but the thanks of
the heart which has been taught through his persecution, les-
sons otherwise far out of reach.

Jean’s life grew by leaps and bounds as she listened and
looked and drew from the Oriental philosopher the secrets of
creative living. The cloud of depression lifted, and she began
to see the application of this teaching of “Radiant Acquiescence”
to her own problem. A thrill of resolute courage passed through
her and she was glad that her life too had not been without
experience of the flames of the persecutor.
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Too soon the address was over. The gay and light-hearted
students rushed away, mindful of nothing but the delayed lunch
hour. For them the sway of novelty was past; habit must have
its toll.

But Jean had forgotten lunch, had forgotten everything
but the simple words of understanding uttered in oriental grace
of conception that hour.

“Could 1,” she wondered, “Ought I to tell him how much
it meant to me?”

Shyness made her hesitate. She thought perhaps others
would come to him with words of appreciation. But the room
was rapidly emptying. No one intended to thank the visitor.

“T cannot let him go away without some expression of grati-
tude. I must—perhaps only I knew all that he menat. I will.

Jean’s heart quaked in the presence of the Dean, with whom
the lecturer was conversing, and who she knew regarded her
with disfavour, but she approached them bravely, determined
that one so wise and good and beautiful, should not go un-
thanked. The Persian saw her coming and stepped forward to
meet her. He gave her his hand in greeting, and before she
had managed to utter a word, he said in English. “Thank you,
thank you very much.”

He smiled upon her and studied her face for a minute. Then
he turned to the interpreter with a few words in Persian. The
interpreter laughed happily, turned to the girl and said,

“His Excellency says that he noticed you in the audience
and that not in all his travels in America has he seen a face
more expressive of glowing joy than yours is now.”

Thus did the great change come into the life of Jean Sheri-
dan. What matter if only one among the many listteners had
caught the promise of a new Eternity. To her, as if to the whole
West, the East had given a token of Faith.
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From The Bustan of Sadi

By Howard R. Hurlbut

‘When Abu Bakr (Glory to his name!)

Ruled long and wisely without fault or blame,
Muslih-ud-din bestirred his soul to write

That with his king he might be known to fame.
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The king, who rightly sits upon his throne,
Holds royal sway not for himself alone

But heeds the midnight sighings of the poor
That Justice may for many wrongs atone.

Ah, never yet did royal head repose

On silken pillow, fragrant of the rose,

But some poor beggar in uneasy sleep

The clod of his resentment grasps and throws.

‘When comfort woos thee, turn from it away,

If there be poor who famished kneel to pray;

As no true shepherd by his flock can sleep
‘When wolves are nigh to lead his lambs astray.

O thou, who sittest in the banquet hall,
Let not its pleasures hold thee in their thrall,
For soon another shall usurp thy place
" And never tongue will loose thy name to call.

And though thou art a hero, or with sword
Hath skill to force obedience to thy word,
Thou canst not carry with thee e’en a shroud,
And henceforth nevermore thy voice be heard.

Past days are flown with other yesterdays,

And no tomorrow yet hath crossed thy ways;
So take full heed of this sure moment—NOW—
The present fills all time for him who prays.
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Know that within the garden of the spheres

No cypress yet hath sprung through all the years
But when the wind of Death hath come its way,
Uprooted, e’en as thou, it disappears.

Though one be servant and another king—

The heavy clod or soaring eagle-wing—

When Death approacheth ne’er an ear can find
A note of difference in the song they sing.

So is he wise who, having much, doth tend
To seek alike the stranger and the friend,
And there bestowing fill the greater need,
And soften sorrows which he-cannot mend.

For Nature, sometimes, miserly toward earth,
Deprives the fields she erstwhile blessed with birth,
And water only has its source in tears

From orphans eyes, and life seems nothing worth.

So niggard is she that did smoke arise

"Twere but the vapor of the widow’s sighs,

And like starved beggars, leafless stand the trees,
And hills lose verdure neath forbidding skies.

Then doth the kingly soul its mission guess—

To save no treasure from its store’s largesse—

But, giving freely, greater riches gain

In grateful streams from others’ happiness. '

®* % % % % % % % =

Slow moving centuries have passed since then,
And empires fallen but to rise again;

The king forgot, the while doth Sadi’s name
Still stir to kingly acts the hearts of men.
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A Visit to Sir Abdul Baha

By Patrick Geddes

Y first acquaintance with the illustrious and saintly leader
of the Bahai Movement was as one of his chairmen in
course of his lectures in Edinburgh on his tour through

the West some years ago before the War. After this meeting
he became interested in the practical methods of my ‘Outlook
"Tower’ at Edinburgh, and found in these something of that in-
corporation of science into life, and therefore into religion, which
‘is one of the tenets in which the Bahai Movement, guided by
teaching, takes so eminent a lead among the religious bodies of
the present. He indeed then asked me to deliver a public lec-
ture on those lines to those attending his teaching, which I did
-under his chairmanship.

During each of the past two years I have been town-plan-
ning in Palestine, not only for Jerusalem, but also for his own
home city of Haifa, and have thus had more than one oppor-
*tunity of meeting him again.

On the last occasion of calling on him, I had the pleasant
duty of conveying to him a unanimous request from “Pro-
-Carmel,” a new Society of Citizens, founded on the lines of the
better-known “Pro Jerusalem,” and with the same purpose of
-advancing all the common interests of the City, without dis-
-tinction of race, party or creed, and thus embracing all, to ex-
press their desire that he should become the President of this
‘new Society, which unites Moslems, Jews, Christians and Bahais
in the work of social service and of civic and regional improve-
ments in all respects, moral and educational, as well as material,
‘hygienic, architectural, artistic, etc.

This office and leadership he cordially accepted, to the great
satisfaction of all concerned, since all Haifa looks up to and is
‘proud of him as the foremost of their fellow-citizens.

He also approved and authorized the proposed town-plan-
‘ning scheme, as arranged between the City Engineer, Dr. Ciffrin,
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and myself so far as his fairly extensive property (on the slope
of Carmel above Haifa) is concerned. He granted the land for
the two new public roads which are required, without accepting
compensation on the land taken, and also presented a substantial
piece of ground for the public school which is required in that
vicinity, some 4,000 square metres.

Dr. Ciffrin, in his architectural capacity has produced a fine
scheme for a monumental stairway and cypress avenue leading
uphill from the Temple Boulevard upon the level plain, to the
central meeting place of the Bahai community in Haifa, which as
all Bahais doubtless know, contains the Tomb of the Bab.

For this scheme, of which the design is a gift by Dr. Ciffrin)
between £2,000 and £8,000 will be required; but he and I and
other friends and sympathisers are confident this sum will read-
ily be subseribed within a reasonable time by the many members
and friends of the Bahai cause throughout the world. Sir Abbas
expressed himself as approving the design, and gratified by it,

as at once a useful and needed access, and a beautiful and digni- *

fied memorial. He granted the land, and promised also to com-
pensate from his own ground, the small portion of a Moslem
neighbor’s ground which is also required to complete the scheme.
He further gave subscription of £100 to begin the list; but while
authorizing us to open a subscription list, and send it to friends
and sympathisers, he charged us to be careful to explain this as
a purely voluntary matter, and not to represent him as in any
way pressing his followers or friends to subscribe, and this we
of course promised to do.

We are thus however free to say that all subscriptions may
be sent to The Treasurer, Bab Memorial Stairway, ¢/o Dr. Ciffrin,
Municipal Engineer, Haifa, Palestine.
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The Current Art

By Mary Hanford Ford

MONG the very interesting exhibits towards the close of
A the past season was that of the National Association of
Portrait Painters at the Knoedler Gallery. It was a most
brilliant display, highly academic in its general character, though
a number of the younger and more radical painters were on the
line. Henry Salem Hubbell showed a striking portrait of Presi-
dent McMichael of Monmouth College, rendered immediately
noticeable by the presence of a pale scarlet drapery across the
breast. Randall Davey appeared with a portrait of an archbishop
of New Mexico, remarkable for its quietly powerful handling.
Johansen had an interesting portrait of Mrs. B. Jean McLane, a
portrait of her little son, not quite so brilliant as some of her
child portraits. Robert Vonnoh had a very forcible head of the
Sculptor Akeley. John S. Sargent contributed one of his char-
acteristic costume portraits of Mrs. Moore, remarkable for the
clever way in which he has indicated a cast in the right eye,
without rendering it offensive.

One of the valued exhibits of the season is the collec-
tion of Impresssionist and Post-Impressionist paintings at the
Metropolitan Gallery, gathered by Bryson Burroughs. Fortu-
nately this exhibit will remain in place until September, so that
many people will have the advantage of studying its sequences
during the summer months. It does not attempt to be in any
way complete, but it is suggestive and valuable in its ensemble
and will help the art lover to understand the unusual tendencies
in the art of the day.

What Mr. Burroughs says in his introduction to the cata-
logue, in speaking of the artist Derain, might have been more
fully elucidated with benefit to the student. He says, the Post-
‘Impressionist painters “are searching for an abstract of real-
ism,” and this is the hint one needs in studying the futurist
work of today. Edouard Manet and the younger group of Claude
Monet, Pissaro, Renoir, Degas created atmospheric painting from
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the point of view of the prismatic colors of the air, which, had
never been put upon canvas until their day. They became
drunken with the joy of seeing every object bathed in these
lovely tones. One can feel the delight with which they painted
in their aerial perspectives, saw their water gleaming and their
clouds diaphonous in the sunshine. Edouard Manet’s black .
garbed maiden walking past a stretch of pale spring green fairly
smiles at one. Pissaro’s market place is alive with real figures
moving in space, and Degas’ dancers and millinery girls speak
‘from their airy distance and reveal to us their tortured lives.
Renoir shows us here, as he showed the world of artists, that
flesh reflects the light of the day or night and the colour of the
environment like everything else, and that the dead and leathery
integuments of Raphael and even Courbet can no longer be tol-
.erated. It is admirable that the exhibit contains a Courbet be-
.cause his influence upon Manet was enormous until that great
artist painted his first picture out of doors, when he became a
new man.

The Post-Impressionists however were not satisfied with
the outer world. They belonged to a new day and must reflect its
unrest and its inward urge. They felt that everything of the
-objective had been perfectly painted. But there loomed before
them the realm of motive, of inner significance which was prac-
‘tically untouched. So Matisse began to distort faces to reveal
the anguish of the soul within which the outer man would fain
-conceal, he violated proportions in order to express tempera-
ment, Cezanne no longer cared to paint merely the atmospheric
truth of the out of doors, his plein air must contain moods. So
he painted over and over again his portraits and landscapes, al-
ways dissatisfied with his results, always seeking the unsearch-
.able.

The visitor to this exhibit must come prepared to find ab-
‘solute indifference to so called beauty. There is a larger and
deeper beauty than the familiar external one, which is always
present. Guaguin seldom paints a pretty brown maiden, but there
is in his vista always a harmony of tree, lake, donkey and hu-
man which brings to the student a sense of oneness delightful
to experience. He ran away from the artificiality of intellec-
tualized Paris and found peace in the semi barbarism of Tahiti.
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So the charm of Tahiti as it touched his soul floats to us through
his canvasses.

Poor Van Gogh killed himself through fear of insanity from
his endeavor to seek and express the haunting reality of the un-
seen. He has in the exhibit a landscape showing an autumnal
field with a plough, a harrow and a distant cottage. One feels
presently the entire history of the family owning the field in this
quiet half melancholy expanse. It is haunted and suggestive,
therefore poetic and unforgettable.

Picasso has no cubist painting here, but one feels the accent
of cubism in the girl with her elbows on the table, and the little
landscape. The artist was restive over the limitation of one
plane in a canvas, and felt that by building up a picture with
cubic blocks one gained the sense of surrounding space always
within the grasp of the sculptor, but denied the painter. More-
over, by avoiding outlines he felt that he gained expression.
Why paint one face and body with its mood, when by the proper
juxtaposition of cubes one can suggest many faces, figures and
shades of feeling?

The artist Zuloaga has used this idea of plane building in
his Spanish landscapes with admirable effect, and Arthur B.
Davies has adopted it in his figure painting with similar success.
It thus creates atmosphere for the artist who does not wish
to paint out of doors, and is an emotional spur to the poet painter
who would make his canvas speak the mysteries beyond mere
color and form.

The fairy-land paintings of Odilon Redon are unique and
always delightful and the few examples of Seurat and Toulouse
—Lautrec make one wish for more. It was an admirable idea
to put the classical Puvis de Chavannes in the midst of the inner
and outer realists, for he did his part with all of them, and paint-
ing always from the inner vision used the colors of the nature
radicals with the feeling of the unborn futurists.

The student must return again and again to this exhibit,
until its sequences are familiar to the mind. There are many
paintings in the permanent collection which will become more
enjoyable after familiarity with this. The entire younger art
of the world has been influenced by the spiritual urge of this
group, and to feel its tendencies brings comprehension.
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The Drama

66 HE Times” critic, Alexander Woolcott, gives a list of
Twhat he considers the ten best plays produced during
the season, all of which, with one exception, were suc-
cessful, and only one, unfortunately, “Enter Madame,” was by
a new playwright. The list is as follows:

Enter Madame, by Gilda Varesi and Dolly Byrne.

The First Year, by Frank Craven.

The Emperor Jones, by Eugene O’'Neill.

Heartbreak House, by Bernard Shaw.

Rollo’s Wild Oat, by Clare Kummer,

Mary Rose, by James Barrie.

Debureau, by Sacha Guitry.

Mr. Pim Passes, by A. A. Milne.

Mary Stuart, by John Drinkwater.

Liliom, by Franz Molnar.

Although “Emperor Jones” was not the first play of Eugene
O’Neill, it was his first brilliant success, and perhaps this fact
is owing largely to the presentment of the title role by Charles
Gilpin, who entered the theatrical world through that medium
as one of the greatest living character actors.

Charles Gilpin is a Negro of the mulatto type, who has
served in various capacities in his previous life, such as do not
ordinarily develop great artists. He had been porter on a Pull-
man Sleeper, for instance, but had drifted into stage life in
minor offices, before he attempted the role of ‘“Emperor Jones.”
His marvellous portrayal of this character, however, will remain
one of the most artistic and gripping creations in stage history,
gruesome, vital, and singularly perfect in all its details.

The play is dramatically a work of genius, but depressing
in its effect upon the listener, because it is written from the
point of view of complete atheism. It ignores the existence in
life of any but material forces. Its prayers are useless and emo-
tional extravaganzas, always followed by their opposite. There
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is a dire and dreadful logic in its sequences, which is natural
when God is eliminated, but, frightful in its cruelty. Life is
difficult enough as it is, but with the psychology of Emperor
Jones, it would be unendurable.

“Clair de Lune” is not mentioned in this list in spite of the
fact that it represents three Barrymores. Ethel Barrymore in
the role of Queen Anne, John in that of Gwynplaine, and
Michael Strange who is really Mrs. Barrymore as the author.
The play has attracted good houses, as it could hardly fail to do
with two Barrymores in the leading roles, but as drama, it has
been disappointing to both critics and public. Michael Strange
has published two volumes of poetry, such poetry as would indi-
cate an original and sensitive mind. It is natural that such a
mind should be attracted by Victor Hugo’s “L’Homme Qui Rit,”
but apparently the young poet has not followed entirely the
trend of the earlier writer's thought. Victor Hugo was the
creator of modern drama, but his plays were so bristling with
iconoclasm that each of them after a few days or a few weeks
of brilliant performance was closed by the censor. If he had
made over The Man Who Laughs into a drama, it would have
been the most tremendous play of the century and no censor
would ever have permitted its performance, so it is not strange
if a young poet has failed in presenting some of its salient points.

There are two leading ideas in The Man Who Laughs, the
contrast between sensuous and spiritual love, which is portrayed
through Josiane and Dea, and the social injustice of a ruling
class. Victor Hugo was a socialist and democrat, who today
would be denounced as a “red,” and he always sat on the sus-
pected left side of the French Chamber of Deputies. We must
recall this to understand the significant story. Gwynplaine, the
hero of “L’'Homme Qui Rit,” born a bastard of the noble house
of Clan-charlie thrown away by his father, mutilated by the pro-
fessional mountebank makers of the 17th century, so that a
frightful grin mars his handsome face, educated by wise old
Ursus with blind Dea, first sister and then beloved’ one, is at
length restored to the station of his father’s house, not by court
intrigue, but by the romantically conceived discovery of his
father's will.
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There is no intrigue in The Man Who Laughs, and if Michael
Strange had conceived a play which would present its vital con-
trasts with the naked power of the original, she would have pro-
duced a masterpiece. There is nothing more dramatic, for in-
stance, than the moment when Gwynplaine is snatched away
from Dea by the British Wapentake, just as he has wakened to
the meaning of his love for her. Then the marvellous scene in
the prison where the dying malefactor confesses to the abduc-
tion and mutilation of the child, and the powerful love scene
with Josiane, which never for a moment smirches the honor and
purity of Gwynplaine’s soul. With such a scene written, how
could anyone be guilty of the love scene in Clair de Lune be-
tween Josephine and Gwynplaine, which fills one with contempt
for the hero of the play.

Perhaps it would have been impossible to introduce the mag-
nificent scene in the House of Lords, where Gwynplaine seated
in their midst, costumed as they are, but wearing that grin
which will never come off, arraigns his compeers.

“You—you are privilege. Beware. The true master of
the house is about to knock at the door. What is the father of
privilege? Chance. And what is the son? License. Neither
chance nor license are permanent. They have both a bad to-
morrow. I come to warn you.” '

In the novel, Dea is never approached or touched by the at-
mosphere of the court. She is the pure spirit of love without
which Gwynplaine knows he cannot live, so he follows her in
death to find her again, and this powerful scene concludes
“L’'Homme Qui Rit.” But in Clair de Lune this scene is fol-
lowed by a picture of court intrigue and spite quite intolerable
and artistically unpardonable. The entire effect of the proper
and dramatic ending is ruined by the introduction of mere drivel.

Naturally one feels that the role of Queen Anne has been
introduced to make a part not too unattractive for the beautiful
Ethel Barrymore, but it would have been better art to modify
the villainy of Josiane to suit her taste and keep to the great
lines of Hugo’s remarkable novel.

The role of Gwynplaine in “L’Homme Qui Rit,” with its
power and tragedy is exactly suited to the genius of John Barry-
more, but the Gwynplaine of Clair de Lune does not offer suffi-
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cient scope for his remarkable talent. His make up for the per-.
manent laugh is also very unsatisfactory, and gives no idea of"
the tragedy it involves. It looks merely a birthmark on one side
of the face, and the actor keeps turning the unpainted side to
the audience, as if to remind the observers that he is not actually
deformed, but is in fact a very handsome man.

Some Remembered Talks with
Mirza Abul Fazl

(b. 1884, d. 1914)
By Mrs. J. Stannard (Cairo)

HEN turning over a quantity of stored papers a little
while ago, I came upon a sheaf of notes related to Bahai
matters and teachings, taken during the early years of

my connection with the Cause. Among them I found a page or-
two of scribbled notes upon talks I had had with that learned and
revered Bahai historian and philosopher Mirza Abul Fazl. They
were taken at various times in Egypt during the years of 1908-
9-10, when I used to call on him at regular intervals. A few of
these I venture to weave into an article hoping they may prove
interesting and reminiscent to his many known and unknown
friends in America, who realize how precious was his life’s work
to the Bahai Cause.

To those of us who were members of the “Spiritual As-
sembly” in Cairo in those days, Mirza Abul Fazl was both a force
and a source of knowledge. After the Master we had no one
who could teach and encourage us as he did and his loss is still
grievously felt here,—the niche he filled in our lives is still
empty. Yet the memory of his influence and teachings remain
stirring us ever anew when we meet to pick up threads of Bahai
work which the devastating war so badly broke or scattered.



86 REALITY

My notes are meagre, but they outline some lesser known sub-
jects, and in those earlier years I was keenly interested in the
mystic meaning of holy names and their numeral values, my
studies also in eastern philosophies inspired some of the ques-
tions which were discussed. For this reason I have felt like in-
serting the following lines from his  great work, “Bahai Proofs,”
expressing as it does with clear illumination the one great central
Truth revealed by Baha'’ullah, viz.: the Divine Unity and mystic
Union of all the Prophets of God down the ages of human his-
‘tory. Without a full appreciation of this spiritual Fact, no sound
knowledge of comparative Religion or true insight into the re-
ligious history of races becomes possible. Mirza Abdul Fazl
could show how readily orthodox creedal religion had obscured
this issue.

The Manifestations.— (*Bahai Proofs, p. 136)

“The Prophets and Messengers are all manifestations of
ONE Reality The qualities which differentiate the Prophets and
Manifestation of God are their individual characteristics and
peculiarities. These distinguish them in their outward station
and function but do not affect their inner station of Reality and
Oneness with the All-Source; and pertain to the illumination
manifest in them but not to the Essence whence that Essence
proceeds and to which they all have the same relationship. For
as much as the Essence is hidden in its own Reality and incom-
prehensible in its own innermost Identity, therefore in order
to understand these matters a seeker and striver after truth
must needs consider that which every Prophet has explained in
his Book concerning his station and understand the names and
titles which he has assigned to himself

“The Essence of God the Exalted is an impregnable invisi-
ble ONE, a hidden treasury absolutely single in its Identity and
Reality. Bodies are but instruments for the Essence, the Es-
sence does not become plural by manifesting Itself in plural man-
ifestations. Believing in Oneness is to recognize that single
Essence in numerous manifestations and faith in Unity is to seek
Light from the One Sun of Truth through Its manifold Day-
springs. Therefore, we find many passages in the Holy Scrip-
tures in which the Manifestations of God are considered as one
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person, in regard to the Oneness of the Essence and the Holy
Spirit, although they are different and varying in name, forms,
places and times.”—p. 152.

Accustomed as I have been to investigate whenever possi-
ble the more esoteric portions of sacred traditions or teachings
it will be readily understood how interested I became in the
“Surat ul Huyk!l” and I find that I asked Mirza Abdul Fazl to say
something about it. He informed me that this Tablet was the
first portion of a work written by the Blessed Perfection
Baha'o’llah and probably penned in Adrianople, called “Instruc-
tion for Kings.” It has special application to Abdul Baha.

Discussing the matter of names, their meaning and signi-
fications, I drew his attention to the paragraph in that work,
p- 17, which runs—*“Thus have the signs descended and the mat-
ter been decreed on the part of the King of Names and attri-
butes.” He replied that, “Since the transition of The Blessed
Perfection the present ‘King of Names’ is Abdul Baha, and his
bestowal of a name has often special significance through his
power to view qualities to perceive hidden values.”

The question therefore of names and titles in religious lit-
erature becomes one of considerable interest when we realize
that they are made up of letters, each having a numerical value
compounding frequently into synonyms for attributes. It is just
these inner qualities and meanings that are perceived (consci-
ously or unconsciously) by the Spiritual Teachers and prophets.
John, for instance, signifies “the messenger of God,” or “sent
by God.” Judas said Mirga Abul Fazl, was a popular Jewish
name; Iscariot made it mean or bad. Here I introduced the name
of Jean of Arc who claimed also to have a mission as messenger
and he said, “Yes. I feel she must have been given divine revela-
tion, although warfare is not allowed to God’s Manifestations.”
*(Very many interesting Arabic names and titles might be
quoted having religious and numeral values.)

On another occasion I asked Mirza Abul Fazl to explain to
me the phrase, “we have caused the signs to descend after nine
conditions each of which is a proof of the dominion of God, ete.”
Surat ul Huykl, p. 33. He referred me to the Koranic tradition
which declared as a prophecy concerning the future Manifesta-
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tion that eight should carry the Throne.” This refers to the
powers and attributes of the future Messiah, for as he explained,
“There are four powers which have been possessed by all previ-
ous Manifestations, these are:

1st, The highest is the power of Revelation. (Gabriel)

2nd, Power of bestowing or of infusing others. (Michael)

3rd, Power of proclamation or declaration, “They speak with
authority.” (Israfel)

4th, Power of destroying old conditions and of reconstruct-
ing. (Israel)

We believe that the present divine outpouring is the great-
est of all and in view of the world being now so differently con-
stituted and having such infinitely greater requirements, these
powers have been doubled, making them eightfold in constitu-
tion, Baha'o’llah being Himself the ninth. The Bab and the
Master possessing equal attributes makes the Manifestating
Spirit threefold in strength and power.

Some thoughts on the Soul and Destiny

Concerning life after death, I found that Mirza Abul Fazl
developed the philosophic outlook involved in the Bahai teach-
ings. He considered that a due study of the higher philosophies
brought one to the inevitable conclusion that the soul after the
death of the body passed through stages of development, pro-
gression and change. He cited especially the Mesnavi school of
thought which teaches that states of change are continuous,
having analogy with our known ones of birth, growth and death.

When the Soul in its evolutionary stages finally arrives to
that of the human Kingdom, having passed through all lower
forms it then obtains free will i. e. man is at liberty to choose
his path for good or evil. He can will to live after good teach-
ings and by writings that are acknowledged as from God, or he
can follow his lower animal nature with its desires and become
degenerate.

In his being are contained the two natures, known in Hindu
philosophy as “the pair of opposites,” broadly understood as the
animal and spiritual tendencies. If he deliberately persists in
the former he runs the risk of permanently injuring his divine
Selfhood. ' o
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Concerning “The Kingdom .of God.” (Per-Melakoot)

This term, he said, implies a great spiritual Power or Force,
also an ordered State where there are workers, subjects, and
rulers, it contains also a condition of punishment, over which
there are directing forces. The following extract from Dr.
Davidson’s great work, “Old Testament Prophecy” (pub. Edin-
burgh), is in this matter of exceptional interest. Commenting
on the Israelitish saying, “Ye shall be to Me a kingdom of priests
and an holy nation,” the author explains that “The Kingdom of
God” (when it dawns) will unite as one all men, will then unite
all men to Gog, and finally will have wider influence even upon
the orders of creation—for all preparation of the fullness of
time to gather in one all things in Christ, both which are in
Heaven and which are on Earth,” one of the chief means to-
wards this end being the dispensation of prophecy—for prophet
is little else but mediator; and the Jewish nation stood as media-
tors between God and the family of man at large.”

Following on the above question I asked Mirza Abul Fazl
how he regarded the subject of predestination or “ordained”
destiny? He replied that his views differed from the Mohame-
dan, as for him, destiny is judgment and recompense. Each
soul creates his own inevitable future since there cannot pos-
sibly be an effect without a cause. The choice to refrain from
acting contrary to the sense of righteousness or justice brings
certainly a result which is reward.. Opposite actions or the ex-
pression of tendencies which deviate from justice, goodness and
purity, etc., lower the moral life and bring its own inevitable
results, viz.: loss of spiritual life, and this is punishment. Man
in this sense is his own destiny.

Our talk one afternoon turning to the subject of the pro-
phecies relative to our times, he drew my attention to a chapter
of St. Jude, v. 14, where it is written,.“And Enoch also the
seventh from Adam prophecied of these saying, ‘Behold the Lord
cometh with ten thousand of His saints’ to execute judgment
upon all,” ete. I then remarked that I had heard of certain Hin-
du teachings which declared that when a “prophet soul” in-
carnates on earth, hundreds of those souls who loved him in a
previous existence, or were in sympathy with his desired work
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took descent into human life with him in order to become his
helpers and teachers and further the new gospel. Following
on this idea we discussed the expected “return” of Christ held by
so many when Mirza Abul Fazl told us of a well known Koranic
tradition which declared that*“ in those days” the apostles of
Jesus would all “return” with Him for they had never “died.”
Of the two Mohamedan sects the Shiiahs are the most accurate
in preserving the traditions but the Sunnite writings are more
interesting on matters of prophecy, and the semitic influence is
seen more clearly in them in this respect. They possess some
wonderful prophecies concerning the time when “the Christ”
and the ordained Mahdi, will be incarnated on earth. The
twelve Imaums are of Hebrew descent and thus the Semitic
gift for calculation and prophecy based on occult science are
more apparent in their books. One Sunnite prediction not only
gives the numerical value for Baha'o’llah but even mentions
Akka. The prophecy here alluded to in all probability, is the one
attributed to the Sheikh Mohyaddin who died in the year 630,
of the Hegira and was one of the great Sufis of his day. Mo-
hamedans are taught to believe that although their founder
claimed to be the “Seal” or last of the Prophets, yet this does
not exclude the coming of a Great One, by permission of Allah,
who will extend revelation on Koranic lines. Concerning this
future great “Mahdi” who will appear at a certain latter time
more than one cryptic and prophetic writing is to be found
among the collections of Sufi literature. In one work on Sufi
mysticism by a certain Sheikh Talka in the Egyptian library,
I am informed that the following phrase actually may be found,
“EL Abbas, will be then the head or leader of the human race.”

The prophecy, however, of the great Mohyaddin is so amaz-
ing in its clarity of description, in its accuracy of both spiritual
and material values that it deserves more than passing attention.

Incorporated in a book entitled, “Jawakeet wal Gawakes”
(Book of Pearls and Jewels) by Sayed Abdul Wahal el Shera-
wary, the following is a translation of certain parts, ‘“He appears
in a time when religion has dwindled—though by his appearance
much ignorance and vileness disappear through the effect of the
Koran. By reason of their faith, or belief, the ignorance of men
will be changed into knowledge, avarice into hospitality, cow-
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ardice into power and strength. He will prepare a Heavenly
feast in the field of Akar and see great trouble. The term Akar -
is derived from an ancient Egyptian Hermetic tradition and im-
plies the door of Reality; it was taken into Judaism and will be
found in the psalms and used symbolically as the “door of Hope”
in “the valley of Achor.” Geographically this place of Akar
should be found where God places His Prophet or Messenger and
in this respect the spiritual importance of Akka (St. Jean d’Acre)
where Baha’o’llah gave so much of His revelation to the World
fulfills most wonderfully, both material and spiritual require-
ments of tradition and prophecy. Readers able to consult that
remarkable work of the late Gerald Massy entitled, “The Book
of Beginning” will find a striking passage on this fascinating
theme showing us how the term “Akar”’ became linked up with
Jewish mysticism.

The descriptive forecast goes on to say—*“He will annihilate
oppression- as well as the oppressors, will uphold true religion,
will pour into it its real spirit, enliven it after its death, and
strengthen it after its decay. His martyrs are the best martyrs
and his believers the most beloved. God supports him by a con-
stellation of men whom God has kept under the curtain of His
secret. He gave them power to understand the realities of
things and the religions spread among the people. They follow
the steps of the Prophet in that they fulfill the Words of God
and His Covenant. They are all Persians, there is no Arab
among them but they all speak Arabic. They have a great Guar-
dian who is different to them in race (i. e. nature) and never
committed a sin. He is the greatest assistant of the Mahdi’s.
All of them will be killed except one who reaches the field of Akar
in the heavenly feast prepared by God for the lions and birds and
reptiles.”

Although this Sufi Seer concludes in true Christo-Judaic
style yet the startling accuracy of so much in his prevision and
the highly significant portrayal of the results that will be mani-
fested by the power of this new Mahdi, in his day only Bahais
can fully realize.

I append in conclusion a few lines from that wonderful
work the Masnavi of Jellal uddin Rumi, Mirza Abul Fazl's
favorite author which may perhaps have philosophic interest
for some readers.
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“How broad is the ocean of Reason, yea the Reason of man is a
: boundless Ocean, )
O Son that ocean requires a diver, on this fair ocean our human

forms .

Float about like bowls of water, yea like cups on the surface till
they are filled,

And when filled these cups sink into the water,

Whatever form the ocean uses as its instrument,

Therewith it casts its spray far and wide.”

The Koran says, The Real soul, is the Spirit which God
breathed into man. In yourselves are signs will ye not behold
them? In Gulshan i Raz is written—‘Men seek Wisdom and do
not know that in themselves is the reflected wisdom of God.”

(On Free-will) “Men inspired by God are the fountain of
life; men of delusions are a synonym for death. In the world
the praise ‘well done faithful servant’ is given to free will which
is used with prudence. If all dissolute men were shut up in
prison they would all be temperate and devout and pious.

When power of choice is absent actions are worthless. But
beware lest death snatch away your capital yielding profit. Re-
member well the day of final account.

The heart of man is like the root of a tree. Therefrom
grow the leaves on firm branches. The tops of perfect trees
reach the heavens, the roots form the branches in the sky .

The love of Him on high is directed to the soul. Know this
for ‘He loves them that love Him.” The sum is this, that those
who seek another the soul of that other who is sought, inclines
to him.”

Bahai Activities
The Bahai Library, 416 Madison Avenue, is open to the pub-
lic from 9 A. M. to 6 P. M. daily. Mrs. Mary Hanford Ford is

in attendance. Bahai literature can be secured from 2 to 6 P. M.
daily excepting Sunday, and on Tuesday, Wednesday and Sun-
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day evenings from Mrs. Ford. A complete reference Library is
being established under the supervision of the present Library
Committee, which would include not only the Bahai publica-
tions, but the religious and phylosophical works of ancient and
modern times, and seekers can compare and refer to them at all
times. The reference books are for use only in the Library
Rooms, but every assistance and courtesy will be oﬂ"ered those
who wish to avail themselves of this privilege.

The present Library Committee consists of the following
friends of the Library:

Officers

Eugene J. Deuth, Chairman.
Loulie A. Mathews, Treasurer.
Ann Boylan, Secretary.
Marjorie Morten, Librarian.

Consulting Committee

Ann Boylan Loulie A. Mathews
Eugene J. Deuth, Mountfort Mills
Wandeyne Deuth Marjorie Morten
Horace Holley Mark Tobey

Dr. Florian Krug Elizabeth Van Patten

Committee on Arrangements

Marjorie Morten Mary Hanford Ford
Horace Holley Wandeyne Deuth

The Monday evening meetings of Mrs. Florian Krug and
Miss Ann Boylan continued at the Bahai lera.ry, 416 Madison
Avenue.

Tuesday eyening, Mrs. Mary Hanford Ford presides at the
Bahai Library, 416 Madison Avenue.

The Wednesday evening public meeting will continue.
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Friday evening meetings are conducted by Miss Juliet
Thompson.

The Bahai Forum is open to the public on Sunday evenings.
These meetings begin at 8.15 sharp. All welcome. Come and
bring your friends.

Attention is called to the fact that on the nineteenth day
of every month a feast is held in the Bahai Library, 416 Madi-
son Avenue, to which the public and the friends are cordially
invited. The Bahai Revelation attaches great importance to the
law of hospitality, and the followers of Abdul Baha are re-
quired to perform this obligation every nineteen days. Owing
to the many meetings held in the Library, it was found im-
practicable to hold this feast every nineteenth day, as it con-
flicted with other meetings, but the Library has set aside the
nineteenth day of every month for this purpose. These feasts
are largely attended and produce a spirit of love and harmony.
It has been found to be beneficial to the friends themselves and
they have manifested to the strangers, the love and cordiality
which the knowledge of the Bahai Revelation gives to its fol-
lowers. We earnestly hope you will avail yourselves of this
Invitation.

Among the young people of New York who are being greatly
attracted to the Bahai Cause is Jack Benjamin. He has a large
circle of friends, college boys and medical students, like himself
tinged with atheism and material philosophy, but deeply inter-
ested in humanity and its betterment. Fiercely argumentative
the heart of this boy is wonderfully tender, and in spite of him-
self the appeal of love in the Bahai teaching has touched him.
He had an adventure with a tiny girl of 3 years not long since,
whom he found crying on the street. He wiped away her tears
and comforted her, and thus writes to a friend: .

“Why, that look was worth more to me than money. For it
was really a message from a little child, and contained more
wisdom than all the books written on ‘love.” Now I know why
I didn’t understand Mrs. Ford, why I did not comprehend all her
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talk of ‘love.’” Her words travelled to my head, while the mes-
sage of that little child, whom I may never see again, went di-
rectly to my heart.

“Now, there is one thing in the Bahai teaching that I can
understand and agree to—Love. Somewhere in that book called
the Bible (which I do not think as yet perfectly good or true)
is a saying like—‘A little child shall lead them,” and a little child
without words or arguments has given me a message which will
remain with me for a very, very long time.”

A Prayer

Let me but sing a song of Life Triumphant—
Though all the world may tell of war and strife,

Think but the thought, and ever hold the vision—
Of Peace and Love and Omnipresent Life.

So may I help to heal with heavenly power,
And hasten on the dawning of Love’s Day,

When war shall cease, and nations be united;
For this O God! Eternal One, I pray.

Louise R. Waite.
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TWELVE BASIC
BAHAI PRINCIPLES

. The oneness of mankind.

. Independent investigation of truth.

. The foundation of all religions is one.
. Religion must be the cause of unity.

. Religion must be in accord with science and
reason.

. Equality between men and women.

. Prejudice of all kinds must be fdrgotten.

. Universal peace.

. Universal education.
10. Solution of the economic problem.
11. An international auxiliary language.

12. An international tribunal.

These twelve basic Bahai principles were enunciated by Baha’o’llah
over sixty years ago and are to he found in his published writings of
that time.




The Bahai Movement

Rapidly spreading throughout the world, and attract-
ing the attention of scholars, savants and religionists
of all countries—oriental and occidental

For the information of those who know little or nothing of
the Bahai Movement we quote the following account translated
from the (French) Encyclopaedia of Larousse:

BAHAISM: the religion of the dis-
ciples of Baha'o’llah, an outcome of
Babism. — Mirza Husian Ali Nuri
Baha'o’llah was born at Teheran in
1817 A. D. From 1844 he was one of
the first adherents of the Bab, and de-
voted himself to the pacific propaga-
tion of his doctrine in Persia. After
the death of the Bab he was, with the
principal Babis, exiled to Baghdad, and
later to Constantinople and Adrianople,
under the surveillance of the Ottoman
Government. It was in the latter city
that he openly declared his mission, ..
and in his letters to the principal Ru-
lers of the States of Europe he in-
vited them to join him in establishing
religion and universal peace. From this
time, the Babis who acknowledged him
became Bahais. The Sultan then exiled
him (1868 A. D.) to Acca in Palestine,
where he composed the greater part of
his doctrinal works, and where he died
in 1892 A. D. (May 29). He had con-
fided to his son, Abbas Effendi (Abdul-
Baha), the work of spreading the re-
ligion and continuing the connection
between the Bahais of all parts of the
world. In point of fact, there are Ba-
hais everywhere, not only in Moham-
medan countries, but also in all the
countries of Europe, as well as in the
United States, Canada, Japan, India,
etc. This f{s because Baha'o’llah has
known how to transform Babism into
a universal religion, which is presen-
ted as the fulfilment and completion of
all the ancient faiths. The Jews awalt
the Messiah, the Christians the return
of Christ, the Moslems the Mahdi, the
Buddhists the fifth Buddha, the Zoro-
astrians Shah Buahram, the Hindoos
the relncaarsnation of Krishna, and the

Atheists a better social organization!
Baha'o'llah represents all these, and
thus destroys the rivairies and the en-
mities of the different religions; re-
conciles them in their primitive
purity, and frees them from the cor-
ruption of dogmas and rites. For Ba-
haism has no clergy, no religious cere-
monial, no public prayers; its only
dogma i8 belief in God and His Mani-
festations. . . . The principal works of
Baha'o'llah are the Kitab-ul-Ighan, the
Kitab-ul- Akdas, the Kitab-ul-Ahd, and
numerous letters or tablets addressed
to sovereigns or to private individuals.
Ritual holds no place in the religion,
which must be expressed in all the
actions of life, and accomplished in
neighborly love. Every one must have
an occupation. The education of
children is enjoined and regulated. No
onc has the power to receive confes-
sion of sins, or to give absolution. The
priests of the existing religions should
renounce celibacy, and should preach
by their example, mingling in the life
of the people. Monogamy is universally
recommended, etc. Questions not treat-
ed of are left to the civil law of each
country, and to the decisions of the
Bait-ul-Adl, or House of Justice, in-
stituted by Baha'o’llah. Respect toward
the Head of the State is a part of re-
spect toward God. A universal
language, and the creation of tribunals
of arbitration between nations, are to
suppress wars. “'You are all leaves of
the same tree, and drops of the same
sea,”” Baha'o’'llah has sald. Briefly, it
is not 8o much a new religion, as Re-
ligion renewed and unified, which is
directed today by Abdul-Baha.—Nou-
veau Larousse Illustre, supplement,
p. 60.
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Message to the Church

Address by Abdul Baha, Unitarian Church, Palo Alto, California,
(Mr. Clarence Reed, Minister), Tuesday, 8 P. M.,
October 8, 1912

Introduction by Mr. Reed
T is a great privilege to have with us tonight one who calls
himself a “servant of God,” and one who also is a great lover
of mankind.
Abdul Baha

Praise be to God, this evening I have come to a Unitarian
Church. This Church is called Unitarian—attributed to unity.
Hence I desire to discourse on the subject of unity, which is a
fundamental basis of Divine teachings.

In all the religions of God there is an exposition concerning
unity. What is the basis of this oneness? It is evident that the
reality of Divinity can not be brought within human grasp. Man
can not comprehend the reality of Divinity, because man is acci-
dental, whereas the reality of Divinity is eternal. Man is limited,
whereas the reality of Divinity is unlimited. Assuredly, the
limited can not comprehend the unlimited, and the accidental can
not comprehend the eternal.

When we observe and study phenomena we find a mineral
kingdom, a vegetable kingdom, an animal kingdom, and a human
kingdom.

The mineral kingdom, however much it shall advance, can
not be in touch with the vegetable kingdom. The vegetable king-
dom, however much in advance, can not be conscious in the sense
of knowledge, can not have knowledge of the animal kingdom.
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For example, this flower, however much it may advance, can
not conceive sight and hearing. It can not realize what consti-
tutes hearing or seeing, what is meant by the spirit of man, what
intellect signifies, because those subjects are beyond the pale of
its grasp. It can not, therefore, comprehend them. Although
this plant and we are both accidental, yet the difference of de-
grees is a hindrance to comprehension. This plant belongs to
the vegetable world or kingdom, whereas our kingdom is human,
and because of this difference in the two kingdoms the plant can
not comprehend the human kingdom.

So long as differences in degrees hinder comprehension, to-
wit: every inferior degree is incapable of comprehending the
degree superior thereto, then how can we ever comprehend God
Who is transcendental? We are accidental, whereas He is ever-
lasting. We are weak, where He is almighty. We are poor,
whereas He is rich. We are needy, whereas He is independent.
We are finite, whereas He is infinite. We are mortal, whereas
He is immortal. How can we, therefore, ever comprehend I-hs
reality, or even offer a word of praise or do homage?

All the homage we can proffer is only in keeping with our
mental grasp and conception. All that comes within human con-
ception is man’s own creation. That is surrounded by man, and
man is the surrounder, or infinite in relation thereto. But
whereas a concept has only an ideal existence, man—the creator
of such a concept—has both an ideal and an extraneous existence.

A Divinity which we can mentally grasp, which can be
brought within the grasp of intellect, is not Divinity, because it
has no existence extraneously. It is only a mental concept.

We, who are possessed of extraneous existence, who also
possess the ideal existence, are greater than our own creation,
because we are infinite, whereas our concept is finite, assuredly
that which is infinite is far superior to the finite. '

If you ponder over this you will see how clear and evident
it is. It is self-evident that the human powers of conception and
perception can not conceive of Divinity, but the bestowal of Di-
vinity is all-encompassing; the lights of Divinity are shining; the
qualities of Divinity are evident and to be seen.

The holy verities, the divine prophets, are like mirrors,
which are in a state of utmost purity and sancity and polish, and
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because they are in an attitude facing the sun of reality, there-
fore that sun of reality, with its potency, effulgence and heat, is
reflected therein, and all its virtues can be visible in the mirror.

If we see that the sun has shone upon these mirrors, or that
it has become effulgent in the mirror, we do not mean that the
sun has descended from its lofty state of sancity and has chosen
a habitat in the mirror, because that is impossible. For the sun
there is no descent. It ever is in its high point of glory and
majesty, but its light, and its heat, in a pure and polished mirror
become revealed, and all its virtues are made visible, and these
mirrors which thus reveal that light are the realities of the
prophets. o

Hence it becomes evident that the reality of Divinity is holy
and sancitified above descent or ascent, even as the phenomenal
sun, this material sun which can be reflected in the mirror, is
holy above descent and ascent, is sanctified above egress apd in-
gress, even as this sun is sanctified above egress and ingress, but
the eternal bestowal of the sun, in this pure and sanctified and
polished mirror has become evident and manifest.

The mirror says, “Verily, the sun is in me, and if you do not
believe, then look at me.” And the mirror is truthful, for the
sun is seen in the mirror. Notwithstanding that, the purpose of
such a statement, were it to be made by the mirror, is not that
the sun has descended from its lofty state and entered and
effected an ingress in the mirror, because, for the sun, there is
no descent or ascent. But with all its bounties and character-
istics it can become evident in the mirror.

_ . That is why His Holiness Christ declares, or that is what He
Means when He said, “Verily, the Father is in the Son.” That
means that the sun in this mirror has become manifest and re-
vealed. It does not mean that the eternal sun or verity has
descended from the lofty heavens, when it is unlimited, and has
become limited thereby, for were such a thing to be realized, it
is a limitation.

This is the meaning of unity or oneness. This is the
quintescence of this Divine subject. Consider how evident it is.
It is as the sun at midday. It is reasonable and in conformity
with science.
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That is why we state that religious teachings must ever con-
form with science and reason. They must correspond with the
mind. This is perfectly in conformity with science and reason.
There is no doubt or uncertainty about it.

Now, inasmuch as the sun of reality has become mamfest in
this polished mirror, from this mirror, by processes of reflection,
it can permeate throughout all regions.

The light of the sun is one, the heat of the sun is one, and
these have become resplendent in all phenomena. There is no
earthly phenomenon, no earthly form of life, which is bereft of
the light and heat of the sun.

Likewise all humanity receives a portion of the bounty of
God. All mankind are the manifestations of the signs of God.
All phenomena are expressions of the might and power of God,
and all phenomena reveal the handiwork of God. None of them
are the handiwork of Satan. No man has ever been created by
Satan. They are all the creation of God. These are the signs
of God’s Power.

Hence we must ever reverence the creation of God. We
must ever bow before the signs of the might and power of God
We must ever be kind and clement toward the signs of the power
and might of God, and toward all humanity. All are the signs
of His power. He has created them all. The devil has had noth-
ing to do with it. At most, it is this: that some of us may be
wise some may be ignorant; the ignorant must be helped to be-
come wise. Some are sick; they must be treated. Some are
childlike; they must be helped to reach maturity. Some are
asleep; they must be gently awakened. But everybody must be
loved. That is it!

We must not hate a child just because he is a child and think
he is imperfect when we compare him with maturity. But with
the utmost of kindness he must be nurtured, he must be educated
to reach maturity, in order that he may become reasonable, in or
der that he may attain to knowledge and wisdom, in order that he
may be qualifed to enter the Kingdom of God.

God is most kind. Consider what His Holiness Christ said:
“Verily, the sun shines upon the just and the unjust alike.” What
a blessed statement this is! Even the sinner is not deprived of
the mercy of God. What a sweet utterance!
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Consider, although this earth is dark, all the earthly phe-
nomena are dark; but this radiant sun, how it cultivates all, how
it brightens all, how it heats all! Can we deny the efficacy of
the sun? Not at all. It is evident.

Then shall we see the signs of God’s kindness. Likewise we
see how He educates us. We find that He bestows upon all His
bounties. Now, 80 long as we have such a kind God, why should
we be unkind? He Who is our Creator, He Who is our Provider,
He Who is our Resuscitator, He Who is so gentle and kind to all
of us, then why should we not be kind to one another instead of
saying, “This is a Jew, this is a Christian, the other is a Mussel-
man or Mohammedan, this is a Buddhist.” This is none of our
business. God has created us all and it is our duty to be kind
to everybody. That is our duty. But as to their respective be-
liefs, that is between them and their God, and at the last day
He will look out for their accounts. He has not appointed us
as their expert accountants

- It is our duty to praise God and to thank Him that He has -
created all of us human. He endowed us all with sight and hear-
ing. He has destined us all to be after the image and likeness of
God. What a bestowal is this! What a providence is this! What
a glorious crown is this! Why should we lose these favors? Why
should we be so self-occupied? Why should we deny the favors
of God?

In thanksgiving for this glorious bounty we must all become
unified as one family. We must all become as one people. We
must all inhabit the same nativity. We must all become as one
nation. Thus may the world of humanity prove to be the world
of the kingdom, and this dark sphere become a bright sphere, so
that these contentions and strife shall cease and the utmost of
‘love. and affection shall obtain.

Verily, this is the purpose of the mission of the prophets.
Verily, this is the mission of all the books which have descended.
Verily, this is the aim of the effulgence of the sun of reality.
Thus may the fundamental oneness of the world of humanity be-
come established, so that oneness of nativity shall be founded,
the oneness of nationality shall be established, the oneness of
policy shall be established, and the world of humanity become
a mirror reflecting the Kingdom of God.
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The lights shining in the kingdom—may they become re-
wealed in the human kingdom. The virtues which are present
in the kingdom—may they be revealed or become resplendent in
the human kingdom. May the unity, or oneness, of the angelic
state become manifest in the human state, so that humanity it-
self shall become angelic.

What is the meaning of the word ‘“angel?”’ It means no
other than a holy soul, a bright and radiant soul, a perfect soul,
2 Divine soul, who is the manifestation of love, a manifestation
of reasonableness, a manifestation of knowledge, one who is not
a captive of superannuated, blind imitations.

These superannuated, blind imitations, or religious dogmas,
which are ever the cause of enmity, the cause of destruction, the
tause of darkness, the cause of bloodshed, the cause of tyranny,
the cause of despotism—these blind imitations must be cast
aside, and the mysteries of reality shall be revealed.

That foundation which was meant to be the underlying
principle of all the prophets, that foundation which Christ Him-
self laid—that is the basis of the oneness of the world of hu-
manity.

That foundation is universal love.

That foundation is universal peace among the nations.

That foundation is universal peace among the countries

That foundation is universal peace among all the races.

That foundation is the universal peace which shall weld to-
gether all the religions, and that foundation is to do away with
all sectarianism.

At a time when the Orient was enveloped in the gloom of
prejudice and fanaticism, and thick clouds had befogged the hori-
zon of reality, among the nations of the Orient there was relig-
ious prejudice, sectarianism, political prejudice, racial prejudice
and patriotic prejudice, and the Oriental nations were in constant
conflict and state of war.

The religionists considered each other as contaminating and
they shunned each other, exercising the severest enmities
against each other. Darkness was so dense that not a trace
of light was ever visible.

Under such circumstances His Holiness Baha'o’llah dawned
from the horizon of reality, and He laid institutes and teachings
which united all the nations, which caused fellowship among the
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various religions, which dispelled religious prejudice, which dis-
pelled political prejudice, which dispelled patriotic prejudice
and which dispelled racial prejudice, having ushered under
the tent or tabernacle of the oneness of humanity all the peoples
of reality. They were souls representative of the religions and
of the denominations thereof who had hearkened to the call of
Baha'o’llah and who had become informed of His teachings.
Such souls, in Persia, are living together in the utmost of love
and amity. They are in a state of the utmost Xindness toward
one another. It is just as if they were one household.

That is why His Holiness Baha’o’llah addresses humanity,
saying, “Ye are all the leaves of one tree and the “drops of one
sea.” That is to say, the world of humanity, representing all the
religions, representing all the races, may be likened to a tree.
Every nation of the nation is like a branch thereof, and every
soul among them is like unto a leaf. But all of them belong
to one tree, and that tree is the blessed tree, and that tree is the
tree of life, and that tree is the tree of sacrifice.

Therefore it is not allowable that among human individuals
there should linger any strife. Let no sedition tarry. Let no
hatred or rancor prevail. All must live in the utmost kindness,
in the utmost love, the utmost of fellowship, and must pass their
days pleasantly, for this will win the bounties of God and the
bestowals shall surround them, and the Kingdom of God will be-
come personified in the human kingdom. And this is our wish
in its entirety.

Closing Remarks by Mr. Reed

I feel that a man of God has spoken to us tonight. There is
no way I know to close the service than with a prayer—not a
prayer in spoken words, but a prayer in silence. Let each person
pray in his own way for the coming of the universal religion—
the religion of love, the religion of peace, a religion of the full-
ness of life.

(Silence.)

You are dismissed.
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What is Sin?

OES sin lie in commission or omission ?
Does it exist in the form of the unworthy act committed,
or the worthy act withheld?

There are individuals whose lives to the outward eye have been
sinless, yet we are sure if there is a hell, they will go there.
Some, there are, whose lives have reeked with sin, yet whose
souls are aflame with the Divine Spark of love and kindness.
Often radiating from these there is a sense of humility, a child-
like repentance, a struggling for better things, even in a con-
tinued state of sinning, which appeals to the heart and makes us
love the sinner. Some, there are, who have sinned and found the
taste of bitter water, and in their hearts thank God for the ex-
‘perience—others have sinned and worn a cloak of mock sanctity.
Is so called sin aught save the elimination, through experience
of certain tendencies and animal instincts existing as yet in the
human race—the law of action and reaction evolving towards at-
tainment of perfection? Moral law has been for centuries a
matter of geography. Only units of nations and races will bring
a moral law for the entire planet.

Never having been tempted to steal, you are not a thief. Do
you deserve credit for this fact, having never been tempted?
Have you refrained from other forms of sin more alluring ? Have
You stolen the good name of your brother? Have you shut the
door of opportunity to him, robbing his soul of the chance to
rejoice and develop? Which is the greater sin—stealing the
material property of your neighbor, or that which he holds more
dear ? There are those in the world today who are so self-centered
so surrounded by convention, so stingy of their own meager per-
'sonalities, they are afraid to commit, what might be viewed by
bthers as sin, purely from selfish motives. Is this state of con-
sciousness exalted or degraded, and is it not invariably coupled
with an acute mental attitude of criticisism and oft times per-
secution towards others, who through weakness, sometimes
through conviction, necessity, and again through self-abnegation,
have broken a so called moral law?

There are some souls who can only become pure through sin-
ning. This statement is not advocating commission of sin. It
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is a statement of fact as experienced by thousands of individuals.
Only by tasting the bitter water could they know it to be bitter.
If this is the necessary process for the development of certain
individuals, should we not exercise love and patience with them
along this tortured path, recognizing it as a process? How can
.man pass through the four kingdoms in this earth life, unless
he voluntarily lives through and beyond them? Have we not all
within our natures the mineral, vegetable, animal and human
worlds represented, and the potential spiritual life here on earth?
How can we know we have passed through these states until we
have eliminated them one after the other, provided we have
entered the earth life during its time of undeveloped spiritual
‘consciousness ?

The remedy for this illness of humanity lies in the evolving
consciousness of present and future generations, the education
of the Divine Physician becoming a part of that consciousness,
where children will be born into a world where purity has been
made a part of the world and life—a new world, a new day.
Rome had to lose its power through greed and sensuality, to point
the way of such to other countries, and other times.

In the repetition of similar characteristics the writing on the
wall is clear and distinct for those nations and individuals tread-
ing the same path today.

Christ was more lenient to the adulteress than to the, money
changers, and to the awakened soul of the thief on the cross he
gave a thrilling promise. With his example before us, can we
not be more patient and loving to those whom we call sinners,
and be everlastingly thankful that through his bounty, not
through our merit, we have been spared the ordeal through
which our brother is blindly struggling toward the light,
for all is progress whether on this plane or the planes beyond
the earth life. Once the vision of eternity has entered the soul
of man, this earth life and its experiences are but as the minutes
of the day, and viewed with the knowledge of the Reality of man,
his earth life is from bginning to end a process of elimination.
The realty of sin rests in our giving it realty. Let the sirner
become convinced his sin is not so important as he thinks it and
the world thinks it, and half the battle is won towards the con-
quest of sin.
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In His Image and Likeness
By Eugene Del Mar

E are told that man is made in the image and likeness of

God. Is this the inspiration of wisdom or the expression

of ignorance and egotism? Is it true? The mere state-

ment by man that he is made in the image and likeness of God

is no proof of the fact, nor does it ever carry a presumption of
truth.

Man is naturally an egotist and prone to claim for himself all
possible honor and glory. Assuming his God to be possessed of all
power and privilege and conceiving himself the most highly en-
dowed of all creation, it is but as one might expect that he would
claim for himself the closest relation to Divinity.

With man’s development in understanding there came a time
when he conceived God as a personal, absent ruler with arbitrary
and absolute power, and there were men—rulers, kings emperors
—who claimed to command their fellow-men by virtue of their
immediate Kingship with Divinity, and who exercised preroga-
tives similar to those they had ascribed to Divinity. They
claimed to rule the earth, as the God of man’s conception was
assumed to rule the heaven of man’s invention.

Man possesses a body which serves as the servant of his mind,
which is the instrument of his Soul, or essential self. At some
remote past probably man was utterly unconscious of his Divin-
ity and also without the knowledge of his inherent ability to
create the conditions of his mental and physical expressions.

The Soul, or essential, in the intimacy of its relation with
God, creates its own mental expression and supervises the mental
creation of its physical body. The Soul is the creator of its own
expressions, and invisible Man has as his prototype an inivisible
ideal after which he patterns his own creation. This ideal is his
God.
Basically, man fashions his mind and body in conformity with
his concept of God, the infinite, the Creator, the First Cause.
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Fundamentally, his mentality registers the fluctuations of his
inner God realizations, while his mind is influenced by suggestions
from without and manifests physically in the shape and form of
the God of his combined spmtua.l realization and mental con-
sciousness.

Does one realize his God as a Dual Being, as essential love and
hate, good and evil, health and disease, attraction and repulsion ?
—well and good!—his mind is divided between the ideals of love
and hate, good and evil, health and disease, attraction and re
pulsion. With him, it is as ideal and meritorious to be the one
as the other. His love is always subject to be influenced or even
neutralized by hate, and so with his good, his health, his at-
traction.

Each of his constructive ideals may advocate at any time in
favor of its assumed rival and opposite. To him life becomes a
great battlefield, and no success is complete, no victory is final.
There is constant opposition and conflict, with resultant wear and
tear, until the machinery gives out and is scrapped for future re-
modeling.

With the dual conception of God, when one opens himself to
spiritual realization the mold he offers for filling is a dull one;
and when he receives sensory impressions they register duality.

One’s God being dual, his mentality is dual, and his interpre-
tation of nature is equally dual. He lives a dual personality; and
as his ideals are opposite and contradictory, when in harmony
with one of them necessarily he is at discord with the other.

His conception of the Universe is dual, his conception of nature
is dual, and his conception of the self is dual. Fighting himself,
at enmity with himself, inconsistent, incongruous, pulled one way
and then the other; is it any wonder that this is a sick world, and
most everyone in it diseased or lacking in ease? .

Truth always accommodates itself to the individual conscious-
ness, to one who believes in the two opposites these are to him
the two great Realities. When one’s consciousness functions in

quality, his life is a constant battle, and a world that worships
Quality invaribly is a fighting world.

It would seem evident that man’s fundamental estimate of
himself is embodied in his understanding of God the Infinite, the
All. The mold of this estimate is filled interiorly from spiritual
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sources and exteriorly from sensuous suggestions; both of which
give complete confirmation of each man’s estimate of God and
himself. This is one of the wonders of universal law, as does the
subconscions mind, so the universal law accepts one at his own
estimate, and reacts as it is acted upon.

There is but one conception of God and man that will free the
mind, and therefore the body of man; not quality but unity and
unity of that quality that reveals itself only as Identity. Not
merely a unity of separate factors that fit together, but an es-
sential Oneness. Not merely a combination of parts, but One
and One only; with each hand every part equally necessary to
and inseparable from the One.

“God is One and I am One with God. God is Love, and I am
One with Love. God is Universal, and I am Universal. What-
ever God is That I am.”

With this conception, one opens himself to the universal; he
partakes of it and it of him. With the growing realization of this
one is implied with and impressed by the universal, which in turn
he expresses. With the inflow of universal love all lesser aspects
of love are purified and exalted. With the influx of universal
health, all disease is purged and obliterated. With the intensify-
ing of universal attraction, all resistance and repulsion ceases.

With this intensifying of universal realization the sense of
separation fades and vanishes; the acceptance of necessary in-
justice and inequality becomes increasingly difficult until it is im-
possible; the former oppositions and hatreds evaporate; one be-
comes free in his detachment from non-essentials;—and he rad-
iates universal in sympathy and kindness in his love for All That
Is.

Man is and ever must be in the Image and Likness of God”;
for man is a creator and both his mental and physical make-up
are determined or dictated by himself. He opens or closes him-
self to the inflow of spiritual realization; he forms the mold which
his realization fills; and the mentality permeated, this realization
interprets the outer world in terms of its own inner development.

One senses the world with the same mentality that realizes God
and the fundamental attributes of one’s God are discerned by him
in the material world in which he lives. This is inevitable. One
interprets the visible in the light of the invisible. One’s ideas



16 REALITY

are fashioned within the compass of his ideals, and it is along
these lines that one interprets the material world.

It is in the nature of things that the freedom of the Universe
is comferred upon one to the extent of his understanding of
Truth; that the infinite forces infill one in the degree that he
_opens himself to them; and that he opens himself to them pro-
portionately as his understanding broadens toward the universal.
With an understanding functioning permanently in the universal,
one would realize continually his Oneness with God and Truth.

An Appeal to the Spiritual Workers
of the World

“Let Us Take Hands and Help, for this Day We are Alive
Together.”
W. Kingdom Clifford
Comrades and Brothers:

Humanity is passing today through a very momentous crisis.
A fierce battle is raging between the Forces of Progress and the
Forces of Inertia and Selfishness. The struggle is universal. None
can escape it. One has to work one way or other. There cannot
be any neutral attitude. Indifference is but a guile; for to rest,
today, means to decay.

We have all, men and women, to face Reality, however, un-
pleasant for our little selves this may be. We have to do it, or .
degenerate.

What is this present Reality ?

In the Social World, the war between Capitalists and Prolet-
arians, is murdering thousands of men daily, and what is worse
is murdering every minute TRUTH. In the Spiritual World the
struggle between dogmatism, particularism of thoughts, religious
superstition on one hand, free-thinking, universalism and syn-
thesis on the other hand, is in full swing.
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We are all social beings. We are all, consciously or uncon-
sciously, spiritual beings. The result of which is that both rights
are OUR OWN fight. Yet the greater part of Humanity is not
conscious of this fact. Proletarians who are working towards
the future Humanity on the form-side pay little attention
to spiritual factors, hypnotized as they are by their Class-prob-
lems, by the necessities of immediate action. The spiritual
Workers throughout the World (whatever their denomination
may be) who work on the Life-side, too often have but contempt
for the efforts of the Proletariat, most of the time are indifferent
to its sacrifice and sufferings, sometimes even link themselves
with its opponents.

Proletarians and Spmtual Workers both, in their own way,
do much splendid work. But today something more is required
than splendid work, and that is: Synthetic work. To work syn-
thetically means, for proletarians and occultists of any kind, to
work hand in hand, with the understanding that one cannot win
without the other, that the proletarian struggle for social free-
dom, the artist’s struggle for creative freedom, the mystic’s and
occultist’s struggle for spiritual freedom, are but various aspects
of the same struggle. The points of view differ; the basis is the
same.

The Spiritual Workers believe most of the time that they
are far ahead of the Proletarians in evolution. If they are con-
sequent, they should then be their servants; for, as said the
Master, “He that is greatest among you, shall be your servant.”

Such an attitude, openly and loyally assumed by the Spiritual
Workers of the whole World, would be the most potent factor
in eliminating the distrust existing between them and the pro-
getarians. Should understanding, trust and love exist between all,
the Cause of Progress would be definitely won.

To further such an understanding—intellectual, moral and
spiritual—between proletarians and spiritually-inclined workers,
to harmonize and unite their efforts towards an all-inclusive free-
dom, is the aim of the “INTERNATIONAL UNION OF SPIRIT-
TUAL WORKERS FOR THE SERVICE OF THE PROLETAR-
IA .”

Let those who are ready to serve and work with a sacrificial
devotion, for an independently assumed ideal, with an unselfish
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love for mankind, with a broad and synthetic intelligence, unite
with us who are striving to bring unto Humanity Freedom, Peace,
Equilibrium. '

Let those who feel or know that a change, to be of real value,
must first be an universal and multifarious change, join their
longings and their practical efforts to our longings and our efforts.
We all are but ONE, if only we are ready to live this Oneness
within us; and to feel this Oneness deep in our heart, is to go on
in the world, our poor, tragic world, and help and serve and if
needed die, so that a little more beauty, harmony and spirituality

"illumine our Great Mother, Earth.

D. RUDHYAR (France),
PROF. H. E. SAYERS (United States),
DR. R. ALLENDY (France), )
ARYEL HOUWINK VREEDENBURGH
(Holland),
Ali Communications should be addressed to the Secretary:
D. Rudhyar, Krotona, Hollywood, California, U. S. A.

TO OUR READERS

You will find many new advertisements in
this issue. Be sure and look them over care-
fully, and write to the advertisers, so they
may know that REALITY readers are glad
to co-operate.

Remember, the advertiser judges the
merits of a publication by the number of in-
quiries he receives! Watch for new adver-
tisements, and as they appear, answer them!

We Thank You,
Reality Pub. Corp. 416 Madison Ave., N. Y.
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The Current Art

NE of the most interesting shows of the past season was
the retrospective exhibit of American Art, including ex-
amples of American Art from 1689 to 1921. The exhibit

was under the capable direction of Mrs. Albert Sterner, with
the assistance of several generous dealers. In fact, perhaps the
one fault of the exhibit was that it reflected too much of the
dealer spirit, and not sufficiently that of the artist. Great works
of art come into existence not to be sold, but because the artist
must produce them, and the most remarkable paintings and
pieces of sculpture are created in this way. Fortunately they
must be sold, and the influence of the dealers through the enor-
mous expense which their business entails, has put an artificial
value upon works of art, which makes them the luxury of the
millionaire rather than the joy of the common man. If we could
deal directly with the artist himself, we could frequently afford
to buy his productions, but confined to the dealer, we must be
content to carry away mental reflections of them.

The Hartly-Rosenberg sale at the Anderson Galleries last
spring offered a suggestion which artists may follow. The sale
went off quickly and successfully, and everything was sold at a
price excessively moderate. But many an artist who is prolific
and loves his work would prefer to sell his canvases readily in
such fashion. He establishes thereby a sympathetic contact
with a directly purchasing clientele, who become attached to
him personally, and he gains a freedom of development, impos-
sible behind the shield of the dealer. This has been the case
in the earlier periods of Art production. It accounts for the
rémarkable local art schools of Italy in the 14th and 15th cen-
turies. The art dealer has always existed, but he has never
been so dominant an art note as he is at the present time. His
evil is that he regards art purely from the commercial stand-
point, and in that way is crushing to its creative side.

The retrospective exhibit allowed the observer to see for
himself exactly what American' Art has done, and what it is
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doing at the present moment. One can never forget the line
of paintings in the farthest room, where hung a row of canvases
by George Luks, Henri, Glackens, George Bellows, the excluded
of an earlier day, but now hanging on the line in favored posi-
tions. The warm splendor of Luks “Houston Street,” was some-
thing not easily forgotten. He seems to have epitomized the
entire orient-occidental east-side in this remarkable painting of
a New York square. Rockwell Kent hung in this line also, and
still shows the effect of Alaska and its stupendous contrasts upon
his artistic imagination. He received from that winter in the
snows his first purely creative impulse, and the sketches he
brought back which are published in his delightful volume en-
titled “Wilderness,” are touched with genius. But there are
far away realms of the spirit which he has still to explore. Why
root oneself in the pocket book, when new worlds are beckoning,
when adventure calls, and only profit holds one fast in the line
that has an assured sale. The true artist disdains the wisdom
of the pocket book, and is always willing even to risk many din-
‘ners for the sake of real achievement.

One remembers with interest the story of Winslow Homer,
whose camp in the Adirondacks was invaded in his absence by
a group of millionaires who seized his sketches and water colors
and left a pile of gold in lieu of their artistic plunder. A friend
said to him, “Now, Homer, your fortune is made. Henceforth
you will be able to sell all the Adirondack pictures you can paint!”
And Homer grunted, “Huh! T'll probably never paint another
one!”

The delight of the exhibit lay in the perspective it offered
through past and present American Art. Here were the old
favorites, Sully, Copley, Gilbert Stuart, Rembrandt-Peale and

their like, who painted with singularly independent ideas and a
very bad technique, an early landscape by Doughty, significant of
the first achievement in that line, a series of William Morris
Hunts paintings, who marks the dividing point between the old
and the new American Art. And following him were all the
glorious new world including the Zorachs, Malvina Hoffman and
Hunt Diederich, Whistler, Ernest Lawson and Arthur B. Davies.
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The leading impression left upon the mind of the observer,
was one which outlined the breadth, variety and independence
of American Art at the present time. The Winslow Homer’s
were most interesting because they indicated the path the artist
trod in seeking his atmospheric and human truth, the Inness’
were similarly illuminating. There was a little John La Farge
of Tahiti, very unlike George Biddle and Gauguin. Childe Has-
sams output showed both his recent adventures, which have been
cheering, and some of his older work. William M. Chase’s “Still
Life” of dead fish brought back the old world; his “Hide and
Seek” suggested what he might have done, if he could have for-

* gotten technique. Sargent’s “Grave-Yard in the Tyrol” is one
of those canvasses of feeling, which represent interesting phases
of his great work.

The younger school was not always at its best, but is always
interesting. It is to be hoped that John Sloan will not forget
entirely his wonderful east-side work, which was recalled here
by the well remembered “3 A. M.” and “McSorley’s Bar,” and
by the significant “Girl at the Machine.” Jerome Myers seldom
wanders from the accustomed realm in which he is peerless. He
will live as a painter of the east-side children. Hilda Belcher had
a delightful water color of “Two Old Women.” Walter Ufer
brought us the world about the foothills of the Rockies. Arthur
B. Davies showed a series of fascinating moods and sketches.
The old artist is dead within him and the new artist is struggling
for birth, and there are masterpieces dawning upon his horizon.

Kenneth Hayes Miller had three canvases showing his pecu-
liar independence of outlook. Nanette Calder had a most poetic
version of “Leda and the Swan.” Bryson Burrows hung “At the
House of Simon,” one of his characteristically spiritual canvases.
Louise Brumback, who is the most virile and original of our
woman landscapists, had an admirable “Swimming Pool.”

Cecilia Beaux had a marvelous portrait all in whites, with
vivid eyes. As usual a technical achievement, but as usual alive.
Sloan Bredin, another artist, who has recently found a new ex-
pression showed a portrait, ‘“Barbara Bredin.”

In many ways the exhibit gave a sense of completeness that
was satisfying, and it is to be hoped that the Junior Patrons
will continue their enterprises.



22 REALITY

Marco Zim has painted a marvelous portrait of Abdul Baha,
the unveiling of which is noted in another column. Later on
when Zim is known to the world as a great artist, this portrait
will be recognized as one of his masterpieces.

It is beautiful in color, powerful in handling, and floats free
from the background like a living thing. It is necessarily painted
from a photograph, as Zim is in New York and Abdul Baha in
Haifa, but it could not be more vividly alive if it had been com-
. pletely painted in the heavenly presence of Abdul Baha himself.

It has a song, a vibration like that of the temple model, and
who knows? it may one day hang in the great temple.

Zim has a plan of going to Haifa this summer in order to
make a portrait bust of Abdul Baha to be reproduced in bronze.
There is no artist more fitted to do such a work than Marco Zim,
for he is equally gifted as painter, etcher and sculptor, and his
busts have that vivid modelling, that feeling at once of form and
life, which some years ago identified the work of Olin Warner
and made him recognized as the greatest portrait sculptor in
American art

So it is to be hoped that Zim will make this journey, and
create again in bronze the loved features of Abdul Baha.

Mary Hanford Ford.

Bahai Activities

Lillian Kappes, who was the beloved of many Americans
and Persians, has passed away from this mortal earth to the
abode of freedom and immortality, where sorrow there is none,
and left her thousands of friends in lamentation. She joined
the sun like a ray, and entered the ocean of Baha'o’llah like
a drop. She broke this earthly cage and flew where our imagi-
nation cannot travel. The divine gardner picked the finest flower
from the rose garden and placed it in the bouquet of saints and
seers of the Supreme Concourse. Then why should her parents
lament her?

Her head is adorned with the diadem of glory, honor, ser-

vice and eternal life. She is looking down with gladness upon
the glorious work that she has accomplished in Persia. His
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Holiness Baha'o’llah says: “What fear has the fish from the
wreck of the fish, and what cares the spirit for the decomposi-
tion of the body, nay rather the former is the cage and the
latter is the prison.”

Let us see what Miss Kappes has accomplished during her
eight years’ stay in Persia. When Miss Lillian J. Kappes first
arrived in Persia, she was placed at the head of the Bahai Girls’
School. In a short time she made that school the leader of all
the other schools. These teachers suffered great privations, and
they not only failed to enjoy any of the blessings and comforts
that the Americans are enjoying, but once robbers broke into the
house of Dr. Klock and Miss Kappes, carried away everything
they had and stabbed them both. They not only were not dis-
couraged, but were glad to share the persecution of the Persian
Bahais. The American Bahais in Persia are constantly serving
the holy threshold and through their instrumentality the Cause
of God has penetrated into the households of the priests, nobles
and kings! If Miss Kappes has left us, Dr. Klock, Dr. Moody and
Miss Stewart are alive to continue the service of Abdul Baha.

After a short sickness Miss Kappes passed away and
through her death the whole city of Teheran trembled. There
gathered at her door her English friends, her American friends,
and her hundreds of pupils. The sad sight of her hundreds of
pupils who were crying and lamenting, as if their own mother
had died, made all the bystanders weep. It is most heart break-
ing to see those little girls lamenting in a chorus and singing
poems that the girls themselves had composed about the death
of their dear teacher. In brief, about 500 of the Bahais followed
the procession of Lillian’s body. Strange to say that the mother
of Miss Kappes has received hundreds of letters of consolation
from the friends of Lillian Kappes, among them are notes from
the spiritual assembly of every town in Persia, the pioneers of
the Cause, like Dr. Moosa Khan of Gazvin, and -the daughter of
the king of persia Tapos Sullaneh, who is a great Bahai.

The following are a few of the names of those who have
written letters of consolation to Dr. Klock and Dr. Moody :

Mr. Molittor General Postmaster of Persia, Ezatollah Khan,
Nematollah Khan, Ahmad Khan RouHi, Motidoll ah Frazieh,
Progress Assembly (President Ghodsiah Ashraf), Spiritual As-
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sembly of Mashed, Spiritual Assembly of Ghazvin, Dr. Kuy
Wood, Mrs. Doctor Jordon, Monireh (A great Bahai Poetess),
Mahfal Nourani, Khademin Atfal (The Assembly of the Sunday
School of the Bahais), Shoaollah, Kitty Smith, S. E. Oxley.

A. K. Manucher Khan.

Many friends of Mrs. Aseyeh Allen will be delighted to
read the following tablet from Abdul Baha received by Dr.
Harrison G. Dyar. .

Washington.

To Dr. Harrison G. Dyar. Unto him be greeting and praise!
He is God!

O thou revered person!

Your letter written on the 80th of January, 1921, has been
received and deliberately perused. I am obliged te be brief in
the answer because this pen is corresponding with the whole -
world. Letters are innumerable and arrive as many as to form
a book every day. Therefore I cannot lengthen the answer, and
hope that you will excuse me.

In brief the point is this, that I have maintained fnendsth
and corresponded with the revered Khanom, Aseyeh Allen, for
several years. During this period I have always dealt and be-
haved with her with kindness. My sincerity is evident. I have
never shown any relaxation in corresponding with her. Owing
to the greatness of kindness I have called her after the name of
my own mother! This will explain how kind I am! This is
a sufficient proof of my love. I have confidence that she is a
loving and well-wishing Khanom.

I am, however, confident that Aseyeh Khanom will not be
deceived by these complaints, because she is like unto the
mountain, firm in her love

I am highly obliged and pleased with you for your good
wishes for me and for spreading of the teachings of His Holi-
ness, Baha'o’llah. With perfect love and affection I extend to
you my high respects.

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.
April 26, 1921. .
Translated by Aziz'o’llah S. Bahadur, Rahji, May 5, 1921.

™S
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An unusual and unique entertainment was given recently at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Davenport, 106 W. 142nd St.,
New York City. .

These friends are colored Americans loved by a wide circle
of many nationalities. It was in their home that the Rainbow
Circle originated, and naturally they are dear to all its affiliations.
They purchased recently a most beautiful portrait of Abdul Baha,
painted by Marco Zim, and a graceful little unveiling ceremony
was arranged, which was carried out with many charming details.

Mrs. Lockett, a friend of Mrs. Davenport, was mistress of
ceremonies, and there were many good talks by Solon Fieldman,
Rev. Richard M. Bolden, Mr. Morris, Mrs. Washington, Mrs. Ford,
ete. Mrs. Kelsey read with much grace the eloquent poem by
Horace Holley from the June number of REALITY.

A pretty tribute was given Mrs. Copeland, the sister of Mrs.
Davenport. She has taught the Bahai Cause widely, and is great-
ly beloved by many.

The Apartment was a bower of fragrant flowers of all kinds,
and Mrs. Lockett announced that those who wished should take
a flower and present it to Mrs. Copeland with an expression of
individual sentiment. So the guests began to arise separately and
choose a flower which was given to this favored one, and the
words most frequently used were, “I am giving you this because
you have lifted me up”. A little later the friends presented Mrs.
Copeland with a beautiful robe of soft-grey crepe du chine, lined
with rose colored silk. Mrs. Craig in presenting it said: “I saw
you in a new robe given you by God and this is a symbol of it.”

The Curtain was finally drawn aside from the beautiful por-
trait of Abdul Baha by little Milton Zim and Clara Hewlett, the
tiny dark skinned god-daughter of Mrs. Davenport, and as the
divine face of the Beloved was revealed, it seemed as if a heaven-
ly presence descended upon the company, uniting all in its One-
ness.

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he that
ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh a city.—Prov. 16; 32
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Julia Ward Howe's Vision

“One night recently I experienced a sudden awakening. I
had a vision of a new era which is to dawn for mankind, in
which men and women are battling equally, unitedly, for the up
lifting and emancipation of the race from evil.

“] saw men and women of every clime working like bees to
unwrap the evils of society and to discover the whole web of vice
and misery, and to apply the remedies, and also to find the in-
fluences that should best counteract evil and its attendant suffer-
ing. .

“There seemed to be a new, a wondrous, ever-permeating
light, the glory of which I can not attempt to put in human words
—the light of a newborn hope and sympathy blazing. The source
of this light was human endeavor—in mortal purpose of countless
thousands of men and women who were equally domg' their part
in the world.

I saw the men and the women standing side by side, shoul-
der to shoulder, a common, lofty, and indomitable purpose light-
ing every face with a glory not of this earth. All were advanc-
ing with one end in view, one foe to trample, one everlasting
good to gain. And then I saw the victory.

“All of evil was gone from the earth. Misery was blotted
out. Mankind was emancipated and ready to march forward in
a new era of human understanding and ever present help. The
era of perfect love, of peace, passing understanding.

Boston, June 29, 1908.
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From “The Globe”:
Scores Petty Officials’ Treatment of Immigrants

Writer Deplores Fact That They Are Treated as “Cases” and
Not as Humans — Solution of Problem Requires Trained Men

By Oliver Madox Hueffer

Thanks to our usage of common words, we have come to con-
sider an immigrant as some strange creature to be met only in
official documents or newspaper articles and distinct from human
beings.

I know many persons who would be offended if you told them
that they or their fathers or grandfathers were immigrants, and
it is perhaps due to some such impression that we find many
who have been here only a few years among the loudest in their
outcry against free immigration.

One result is that the immigrant of to-day is not only dis-
cussed as though he were a strange animal, but frequently is
treated as one. It goes with the official mind in all countries to
invent labels under which to catalogue all possible cases or
emergencies, and, accordingly, once a traveller to America comes
under the official ken he must consent to lose all individuality
and be treated as one item of an indistinguishable herd. It is
admitted that in very many cases this is no hardship.

Accustomed to Treatment

From the earliest years until recently the peasant of central
and southeastern Europe has been accustomed to be so treated
by petty officials, to be ordered around without reason, and the
habit is still strong with him.

I happened to be in Hungary during the Bolshevist regime
two years ago and nothing struck me more strongly than the
absolute submission of the peasant to the petty jacks-in-office
who had assumed power in the land.
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They were “official” and as such to be obeyed until some one
in more authority dispossessed them. Thus, while in Europe the
peasant immigrants found nothing extraordinary in being
herded like sheep, in being examined and bathed and fumigated
and driven into separate droves as though they were being sold
at a country fair. Similarly they submit to the petty tyranny
of stewards and the like on board ship. _

Many years ago I assisted in stoking the old Saint Louis
across the Atlantic. I remember thinking how much better
treated were the stokers who were paid than the steerage pas-
sengers who paid. I have seen no recent reason to change that
impression.

Stewards and the like are, in a way, “official” and as such to
be promptly obeyed — and let it be said there is no question
about their love of petty authority, whatsoever their nationality.
It used to be said that British soldiers preferred to be officered
by “gentlemen,” because they were never so partial to bullying
as those who have risen from the ranks. And it is emphatically
true of those who have to do with immigrants from their depar-
ture to their final translation into “citizens” that the lower the
grade of the official rank so much the more brusque and peremp-
tory are the commands.

I do not think that there is any brutality — at least I never
heard of any — but there is no doubt that steerage passengers,
both on board ship, before and after, are treated with a brusque-
ness altogether too much reminiscent of the petty official in Rus-
sia or the Balkans.

Resent Treatment

It is a common complaint, heard to-day more frequently than
ever, that many of our foreign-born citizens resent being treated
like “aliens” even after many years’ residence here. In a time
of general unrest it is worth considering whether it is not better
to go out of our way a little in order to give those of the new
arrivals whom we may allow to enter the impression that they
are welcome. Many of them fortunately do not know what is
being said about them as “menaces,” “disease bringers,” and the
like. Others do and resent.
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Even if we decide to allow only one-eighth of 1 per cent. of
them to come at all it seems a pity that they should be taught
from their very arrival to add to the present discontent. And
certainly if I were asked to criticize in four words the treatment
of the immigrant on his way here and after his arrival I should
say the greatest fault was “lack of human understanding.”

From the time he boards the boat until the day he boards
the train for the last lap of his journey, he is made to feel that
he is an inferior being. He is not badly treated, certainly not
brutally; he is sufficiently fed, he is probably physically more
comfortable than he was at home, but never for a moment is he
treated as a man and a brother, but always as a “case” and an
inferior. He is not a recipient of charity; he has paid quite a
lot of money for his passage; it is at least on the cards that he
may be a thoroughly desirable citizen. But always he is a prob-
lem to be treated as such. And if any one doubts it, I can assure
him that the immigrant as an individual dislikes it very much
indeed. After all it is tough luck, if you have paid your passage
to the “Gates of Pearl,” to find all the angels looking down their
noses at you.

The honorable editors of “Reality”
and the “Star of the West.”

Haifa, June, 18, 1921.
Dear Bahai friends:

I have been directed by the Holy Leaf, Rouha Khanom to
ask you to kindly deliver a message from her relative to the in-
stitution of the Bahai Girl School which is to be established on
Mount Carmel to the readers of your magazines.

The message is that as it is difficult and inconvenient for
those who can only send small contributions towards the estab-
lishment of the school, the Holy Leaf has asked our dear sister,
Mrs. Marjary Morten of New York to kindly collect such con-
tributions, give receipts to the contributors and turn over the
funds to our dear brother, Mr. Roy Wihelm who has kindly con-
sented to receive the small funds and keep them till they form
an amount convenient for transmission.

Your humble servant in the love of
the Covenant of God,
Azizullah S. Baliadur.
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The Drama

By Frances Eveline Willcox.

It will be the policy of this department during the coming
season, to review as many of the plays and motion pictures pres-
ented, as space will permit with a brief analysis of plot and pur-
pose. This may assist our readers in making a selection of the
type of entertainment they wish to attend. The plans and activ-
ities of the producers will be announced together with items of
interest concerning individual members of the theatrical pro-
fession. From time to time instructive material will be offered
showing the progress of the drama and its close relationship to
the advancement of the world and the psychology of the times.

There is no method in which mankind can be more convinc-
ingly reached than through the drama and the motion picture.
The field of the lecturgr is limited to those who are interested in
the subject he has prepared; the writer of books must depend on
a percentage of the reading population; the teacher reaches those
who come to him for instruction; the clergyman is-heard by the
members of his congregation . . .. but the message of the drama
put forth by means of spoken phrases, acted through natural sit-
uations goes out to the masses. That is one reason why the stage
of today holds such an important place in.the world of progress
as an illustration of Truth.

The dramatist as well as the producer must keep up with
the general movement forward. Concerning this Mr. David Bel-
asco has said: “The formula of playwriting changes every season.
Year by year the dramatist is allowed less license. His skill must
be greater than that of the veteran dramatist for we have ad-
vanced with the years and no longer accept that which once
seemed plausible. The new dramatist is forced to move far in
advance of the old to get nearer to the truth, to the facts of life.”

Therefore, the first serious responsibility rests upon the
shoulders of the playwright who conceives the theme, lesson or
message for the world. The public who witness the finished
product in the theatre, give little thought to the labor and time
consumed in preparation. The dramatist sets about his task with
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as much care and study as the architect who draws the plans for
the building he visions. The plot is outlined to convey the idea,
ffollowed by the construction of arguments, struggles, contrasts
and emotions necessary to its development. There must be a
reason for every person, line and situation. The play-builder
then selects characters that will best portray his inspiration; for
his message, not to a select few, but to mankind, goes out over
the footlights in one projection, and like the dropping of a stone
into a pool, it continues to ripple until the shore is reached. It
is that sense of responsibility realized by many of our best play-
wrights that has enabled them to place upon the dramatic stage
some of the greatest problems confronting humanity, in a man-
ner that the public could understand.

The difference in presenting the same problem by means of
the motion pictures, is the fact that the camera enables the au-
thor to visualize through various scenes the situations that go to
make up the story. This requires a careful study of the text
for frequently a dozen or more scenes are used to convey the
contents of a simple phrase in the spoken drama. As a source of
education the picture field is unlimited and unexpected and re-
markable results have developed through this newer art.

Rehearsals are already underway of the dramatic produc-
tions to be launched the coming season and a few have been given
preliminary “try-outs”.

The ever changing conditions of the country causes an equal
number of changes in the handling of theatrical enterprises. Some
years ago managers sent out from one to three or four organiz-
ations presenting New York successes, dividing the tours to cov-
er all territories east, west, north and south. Now it is next to
an impossibility to send any but seasoned Metropolitan companies
into the larger centres. This is not due entirely to the financial
condition of the country, but to a general combination of circum-
stances; including increased railroad rates, the installation of
motion pictures in theatres formerly presenting only dramatic
attractions, and the education of out of town audiences to the
point where proverbial “road companies” do not satisfy the
demand of the patrons. ,

This situation has brought to the surface the possibility of
& revival of permanent stock companies in cities where theatre-
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loving people desire to see the latest and best productions that the
managers cannot afford to send on tour. There have been many
stock companies successfully operated in New York City, where
some of our best dramatic talent was developed. Mr. Augustin
Daly’s famous organization helped to establish such wellknown
players as Tyrone Power, Frank Worthing, Hobart Bosworth,
John Craig, Charles Richman,Henry E. Dixey, Maxine Elliott,
Cecilia Loftus, Ada Rehan, Percy Haswell, E. H. Sothern, Julia
Marlowe, Amelia Bingham, Robert Mantell, John Drew and others
The Charles Frohman Stock Company was also a developer of
‘talent, and numbered among its members Viola Allen, Guy Stand-
ing, Margaret Anglin, Blanche Bates, Maude Adams, and a long
list of players who later starred in their own companies. The
Boston Museum Stock gave the public splendid entertainment for
years

Mr. Oliver Morosco has maintained a stock company every
year in California and has used it to try out and develop new
material. Also, Stuart Walker’s stock company in Indianapolis
‘has become a fixed institution, presenting Broadway successes
with Broadway playérs. '

There seems to be no reason why those who enjoy the thea-
tre but are unable to visit New York should not have an oppor-
tunity of seeing each year’s output in their own city, presented
by first class artists. As Mr. Brady remarked: “I think the proper
tonic to restore the lost vitality of the American stage has been
found in the rejuvenation of regional stock companies that con-
tributed so largely in the past to the healthful development of
the stage.”

News Items

Miss Lillian Albertson, whose well remembered performances
in “Paid in Full” gave her a position of prominence, will return
to the stage to create the leading role in “The Six-Fifty”, a play
of American life by Kate McLaurin, a successful short story
writer. '

Mr. Adolph Klauber will produce a dramatic novelty by Jul-
ian Francis, this season, called “One Of Three”.

Miss Georgia Lee Hall, who appeared with William Collier in
“The Hottentot” is playing a special engagement with the Poli
Companies prior to rehearsals with Mr. Collier in a new comedy.
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Augustus Pitou, manager of Walker Whiteside makes the
announcement that his star will appear in a new play late in
September. ,

The title of Leo Ditrichstein’s play which was presented at
Stamford on July 16, has been changed to “Face Value.”

The new Owen Davis play, “The Detour” has Augustin Dun-
can, Minnie Dupree, Mary Carroll, Willard Robertson and Felice

'Mossis playing important roles. The first production was made in

Atlantic City on July 11th.

Thomas J. Kelly, a brother of Gregory Kelly the creator of
Booth Tarkington characters, has been appointed as head of the
School of Dramatic Art in Ithaca. Mr. Thomas Kelly wrote “The
Son of Isis, produced by Stuart Walker and has appeared in
support of several well known stars.

Concerning the Motion Pictures

There is a strong demand for co-operation in the motion pic-
ture field as voiced by Mr. Will M. Ritchey, of the Rockett Film
Corporation, in a recent interview. In his opinion the wholly
commercial era is past and the creative epoch of cinema evolution
has arrived. ‘“We are going to have pictures that both educate
and entertain—that are built with a purpose,” declared Mr.
Ritchey. “The parrot cry, ‘Give the people what they want,’ is
a fallacy. We are going to give the people what they should have,
and they will quickly respond by liking it and thus be lifted to
higher ideals. The motion picture is an educational quite as
much as an entertainment medium and one of its functions is to
create a demand for better things. The world outery today is
Give me something that will help me! “The motion picture must
do -ts part in answering this outery by building pictures from
stories that tell the tale of human life, and human naure, the
highest type of which may be found in the Bible—like the stories
of Joseph and David and scores of others.”

It is a well known fact that during the past year there has
been a general upheaval in the picture industry and it is to be
hoped that the prophecy of Mr. Ritchey will be fulfilled. The mar-
vellous development of the camera should by all means be used
as an important factor in the world’s betterment.
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Among the Paramount releases during the month were “The
Woman God Changed”, an adaptation of Donn Byrne's story,
“Redemption Cove” ; a Byron Morgan automobile race story called
“Too Much Speed” with Wallace Reid; “The Mystery Road,” the
first Paul Powell production, taken from an E. Phillips Oppenheim
story and featuring David Powell who has been seen in support
of many of the leading motion picture stars.

Thomas Buchanan’s play “Life” which had a long run at the
Manhattan Opera House, New York, a few seasons ago has been
given a special picture production by William A. Brady with a
cast including Herbert Druce, Nita Nalda, Jack Mower, J. H.
Gilmore, Arline Pretty, Leeward Meeker, Edwin Stanley, Curtis
Cooksey, Geoffrey Stein and Effingham Pinto. Travers Vale di-
rected the screen version.

In the Goldwyn picture “The Old Nest”, made from the Rup-
ert Hughes story—three actresses play the role of Emily, start-
ing with Marie Moorhouse as the baby, Billie Cotton as the twelve
year old girl and finally Helen Chadwick as the charming young
lady.

Will Rogers, who plays the knight of the road in “An Un-
willing Hero” collected his information on the genus hobo while
a cowboy in the Oklahoma ranch before he deserted the Western
prairies for the stage. He has his opportunity to return to his
earlier phase of life in the pictures.

“Get-Rich-Quick-Wallingford, the play by George M. Cohan
well remembered for its marked success, has been put upon the
screen by Cosmopolitan Productions and is scheduled for an early
release. The principle characters are in the hands of Sam Hardy,
Norman Kerry, Doris Kenyon, Billie Love and Diana Allen.

Wallace Reid, Elliott Dexter and Gloria Swanson will form
the three-star combination when Jesse Lasky screens ‘“Rainbow’s
Rod.”
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In ltaly

beautiful tree of spirituality is rooted and is beginning to

spread branches of flowering leaves over Italy. There is a
vibrant something that quivers like a flash of the summer’s sun;
a look in the eyes of Italy’s sons and daughters, as if they were
measuring their strength and a tenseness of voice that is keyed
to the need of the hour.

This is a boundless topic and worthy of a tender attxtude of
interest, for Italy has risen above the commonplace and stands
ready to put on the garment of the Beloved.

Here in Florence, there are many spiritual activities; a New
Thought Center has been established as an Italian section of
the International New Thought Alliance.

Several magazines are devoted to spiritual subjects, and re-
cently a definite plan has been made to create in Florence a new
international school along modern lines where there shall be
great freedom of thought, where comradeship shall be encour-
aged and self-government taught—a school with a broad spiri-
tual ideal where every human faculty can be brought into beau-
tiful harmony with the music of the spheres.

There is a longing in the heart of the Italian youth to break
away from the forms, to plunge forward into new paths in every
activity. They are on tip-toe for a flight, as Keats expresses
that upward craving of the soul, searching the way clear-eyed;
with hot fingers opening doors along ecclesistical lines that have
long remained shut.

Today with temples bursting they are casting every obsta-
cle agside in order to be able to satisfy an inner hunger that is
inexplainable unless there is a power of the spirit in the world
today, as in that other day when Christ was upon the earth.

We have here in Florence a “Philosophical Library” where
there are books and reviews in all languages and where lectures
can be attended. Dr. Assagioli is a director of the library and
is working with us to teach the beautiful truths of the Bahai
movement, and we look forward for great results in Italy.

IN Florence nestled in the arms of the surrounding hills, the
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One of the young men who comes to our circle is eager to
start a center near Siena. Is this not wonderful?

The women of Italy have sensed the new spring time and
with a calm grandeur are proclaiming that they are an important
factor in the new adjustment that must be made. They have
inherited the best tendencies of life and can expect efficiency,
for they have a fine understanding of the beauty of service to a
noble aspiration.

There are groups striving to spread the clear truth of a

moral fellowship advancing the theory that a sexual education
is necessary.
* In Florence, Rome and Turin there is an active Theosophi-
cal work independent of the societies. With hearts full of the
Love of God they are endeavoring to serve mankind; seeking to
make the world a rose-garden, where spirit forces, like waves
of fire, keep pure the hearts that yearn toward the heavenly
beauty.

One of the most interesting movements is “The Lamp-
Bearers” founded by a group of young women. They realize that
there is a necessity to put on the full armour of service, if hu-
aanity is to survive in the life and death struggle of the hour.

This is indeed a marvelous cycle!

“The Lamp-Bearers” have a complete plan of inner spiritual
work and also are teeming with practical ideas for mutual help
along educational lines. They wish to promote a feeling of good-
will and fraternity amongst women of all nations and races. It
would seem as if “The Lamp-Bearers” would attain international
significance because of the consecration of these earnest workers.

Italy is feeling forth pushing away the shadows that obscure
the sight and becoming immersed in the eternal sweetness of
doing and being.

Here, in lovely Italy, where past religious teaching has left
great imprints of beauty on marble and stone, where nature is
80 marvelous and where dreams take on a wonderful personality
and seem always to be ready to step down from some far-haven
clothed in the gold and purple of the heights toward which the
tall forms of the cypresses are ever reaching; here amid the
mad earnestness of Italian people, the teachings of the Bahai
Revelation are understood. Here, the red language of truth
is being absorbed, for there is no purposeless intensity in the
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Italian nature, but like one possessed, after they have once par-
taken of the wine of God’s love they become runners proclaiming
the New Springtime. I know this because we have established a
center, are now studying the twelve basic Bahai principles; every
one of the precepts are accepted and the movement is liked, as
through it they can visualize a future of peace and tranquility.
They are feverishly awake to the beauty of the Hidden Words;
they absorb the lovely imagery that is so exquisite with the
glowing colors of heavenly beauty. .

I can assure you that the people of Italy are ready to work
and to pray as they labor, and that there is a wistful attitude in
their eager strivings toward a better adjustment to the New
Day that would affect you strangely. Always—though the
breezes of discord sometimes blow—are they ready to look away
from the soil-stained rose withering on its stem that was once
8o full of life-giving fragrance, toward the beautiful blossom of
the New Springtime that is shedding its sweet odours over the
world. Edith Burr.

UNFOLDING DREAMS
By Albert Durrant Watson

From vast pavilions cold and gray,

My winged thoughts upmounting fly;
“Press on,” the cloud-horizons say,

“Your dreams are pathways up the sky.”
“Press on,” the beacon star-lamps tall

Of mighty constellations call.

A hundred thousand things I pass—
Each is to me a thing apart,

A flake of snow, a blade of grass,
Its face I see but not its heart;

I lack the magic cord that ties
The links of wisdom for the wise.

And yet a music sweet and dim
Swells. oft into a strain sublime
As if the singing seraphim
Had drowned the thunder-tones of time,
And heaven and earth were whispering low
The wonders that the angels know.
June 30, 1921,
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The Present Age

*Dedicated to President Woodrow Wilson
By Charles Manning Swingle, M. D.

This age was made for me!

The glories of its sun are mine!
High on the highest ridge which marks
The line between the old and new,
Was I brought forth to view the whole
Of that fierce fight atwixt the two
Contending ages! Storm-clouds formed

On either side of that divide
To strike the line where other met
In mighty opposition!

Full well
I know the battle can’t be told!—
Leastwise I felt the rushing winds
And saw the lightnings flash and heard
The roar of deep-toned thunders talk
And answer back in kindred voice!
The mountains shook and tumbled down!
Amidst the blinding elements
Ambition strove to reach the height
On highest peak of time! He fell,
Pulled down in ruin of the world;
And such a thrill pulsed thru my soul
As never moved a king: for all
The glories of the sun are mine!

Oh! yes: this age when time crowds full -
With galaxies of great events,—
When meteors dash across the sky
To burn themselves to bitter dust,— -
When comets circle round the sun
To make-believe their light outshines
The splendor of the glowing skies,—
Is mine! I claim it all as mine!
The sun still shines for me!
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A hundred years ago! ah! pooh!
There was no stir upon the sea
Nor cloud within its bosom! That age,—
No single sign of mighty deeds
Which recent found fruition! Then!
Old Time had yet not set a line
Of all that now is fixed in gold
And scattered thru the world!

That age was dead! The spark

Which set its rubbish-heap afire,
Had then not yet begun to kindle,

Whereas I've seen the conflagration!
And yet withal amid the smoke

The sun still shines for me!

And what a hundred years from now ?
The forces which now play their part
To fashion out the future years,
Will thru with terrorizing men ;—
The wreck and ruin—cleared away ;—
The greedy voice of class and clan,
Will be more just! The sea of life
With turmoil deep, will smoothen down
And on a higher level! Yea!—
And men will sail their boats upon it,
Like boys who made in little lakes
When storms are broke, without a fear
Or thrill of battle’s terror!

But me

Oh! let me feel the plow grind thru
. The rock-ribbed waste of ages gone
Than eat the ripened fruit of times

Which must be molded now! I choose
The torque—the tension of the time,

When men rebel at what is just,
That I may have one keenest look

At hughness of their folly—if but—
The sun still shines for me!
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None doubt the new age yet to be!l—
I revel in the break of day
With men yet lulled in lethargy!
I love to tap their sleeping skulls
With gavel of my thought and see
Their great round eyes in wonderment
At sight of “Dawning Sun” which shines
For them and me! '

So let me live today! today
When I can see the lightning’s flash,
The burning brands, the fire, the smoke,—
When I can hear the thunder-tones
Of the eternal struggle! Yea!—
When I can sense the earth’s old crust
In cataclysmic heaval! And—

When I can smell the rubbish-heap
And see The Phoenix Truth again

Arise from out the smoldering pile!—
And with and thru it all the sun—

The SUN still shines for me!

*Because he must have felt more than any one in the Western World
the spirit of the poem! —C. M. S.

The Impassioned Appeal of Mrs. Catt.

Mrs. Catt speaking before a mass meeting of Women Voters
upon the “Psychologies of Political Progress,” said in part:

“You have heard politics all day,” she said. “I can’t help say-
ing something I feel I must.

“The people in this room tonight could put an end to war. There
is no audience in the world that won’t applaud him who talks of
world peace. Everybody wants to and every one does nothing.

“] am for a league of nations, a Republican league or any kind
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the Republicans are in. I believe it the duty of every one who
wants the world to disarm to compel action at Washington.

“Our country is not judged by its parties; it is judged as a
nation. But why don’t we do something? I ask you; Is there
anybody anywhere with an earnest crusading spirit who is trying
to arouse America? No. We are as stolid and as inactive as if
we did not face the greatest opportunity in history.”

“We are the appointed leaders. It isn’t possible for us to see
the horrors of the other side. We go on daily living in a paradise
while tragic Europe tries to gather its ruins together. We have
waited too long, and we will get another war by waiting.

“Let us make a resolution tonight; let us consecrate ourselves
to put war out of this world. It is necessary that we rise out of
shallow partisanship, that we act as women.

“Let us tell Mr. Harding and the Senate that we expect action.
Let us be silent no more. Let us join hands with every one who
wants to put this terrible war business out of the world.

“Men were born by instinct to slay. It seems to me God is
giving a call to the women of the world to come forward, to stay
the hand of men, to say, ‘No, you shall no longer kill your fellow-
men.””

When Mrs. Catt sat down there was a dead silence for a few
seconds, followed by wave on wave of applause. Some women
were crying, some partly hysterical.

Irwin Pictures Next War’s Horrors.

Will Irwin, the writer, who preceded Mrs. Catt, had painted a
grim picture of what the next war would mean.

“Women will be mobilized and sent to their places just like.
men in the next war,” Mr. Irwin said. “Formerly women and
children were exempt from deliberate killing in warfare. In the
late war millions of women were put to work in munition factories
and at once became fair game.

“A general war ten or twenty years from now, at the rate that
our methods of killing are progressing, would mean the extinction
of the white man’s civilization. We shall find it necessary in the
next half century to get at the roots of war, but the necessary
immediate step is some kind of international agreement concern-
ing disarmament.”
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. 9 o
America’s Opportunity

America is in a position to bring about disarmament for the
world. Why does she not act? Here is a spiritual opportunity
never before offered to a nation, and hers will be the crime of
not rightly using it. Now is the accepted time—now is the ap-
pointed time. Every hour of procrastination, but brings the
danger of human catastrophy nearer, and the possibility of pre-
vention more difficult. No question concerns humanity of any
importance in the light of this all important one of disarmament
for the world. All else is child’s play in comparison.

June 5th was set aside by the Federal Council of the Churches
of Christ in America as one dedicated to impressing upon the
nation this great responsibility. United with this movement was
the Administrative Committee of the National Catholic Welfare
Council, the Central Conference of American Rabbis, the United
Synagogue of America and the Protestant Churches.

The following letter from General Tasker H. Bliss is illuminat-
ing:

“If the clergymen of the United States want to secure a limit-
ation of armaments they can do it now without further waste of
time. If, on an agreed upon date, they simultaneously preach one
sermon on this subject in every church of every creed through-
out the United States, and conclude their services by having their
congregation adopt a resolution addressed to their particular Con-
gressman urging upon him the necessity of having a business
conference of five nations upon this subject, the thing will be
done. If the churches cannot agree upon that it will not be done
until the good God puts into them the proper spirit of their re-
ligion.”

The Administrative Committee of the Federal Council asks
the pastors to recommend to their congregations on June 5 the
following consideration:
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