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The Bahai Movement

Rapidly spreading throughout the world, and attracting
the attention of scholars, savants and religionists
of all countries—oriental and occidental

For the information of those who know little or nothing ot the
Bahai Movement we quote the following account translated from
the (French) Encyclopaedia of Larousse:

BAHAISM_: the religion of the disciples of
BAHA'O'LLAH, an outcome of Babism.—
Mirza Husian Ali Nuri BAHA'O'LLAH was
born at Teheran in 1817 A.D. From 1844
he was one of the first adherents of the
Bab, and devoted himself to the pacific
propacation of his doctrine in Persia.
After the death of the Bab he was, with the
principal Babis, exiled to Baghdad, and
later to Constantinople and Adrianople,
under the surveillance of the Ottoman
Government. It was in the latter city
that he openly declared his mission, . . .
and in his letters to the principal Rulers of
the States of Europe he invited them to
join him in establishing religion and uni-
versal peace. From this time, the Babis
who acknowledged him became Bahais.
The Sultan then exiled him (1868 A.D.)
to Acca in Palestine, where he composed
the greater part of his doctrinal works,
and where he died in 1892 A.D. (May 29).
He had confided to his son, Abbas Effendi
(Abdul-Baha), the work of spreading the
religion and continuing the connection
between the Bahais of all parts of the
world. In point of fact, there are Bahais
everywhere, not only in Mohainmedan
countries, but also in all the countries of
Europe, as well as in the United States,
Canada, Japan, India, etc. This is because
BAHA'O'LLAH has known how to transform
Babism into a universal religion, which is
presented as the fulfilment and completion
of all the ancient faiths. The Jews await
the Messiah, the Christians the return of
Christ, the Moslems the Mahdi, the
Buddhists the' fifth Buddha, the Zoro-
astrians Shah Bahram, the Hindoos the
reincarnation of Krishna, and the Atheists
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a better social organization! BAHA'O'LLAH
represents all these, and thus destroys the
rivalries and the enmities of the different
religions; reconciles them in their primitive
purity, and frees them from the corruption
of dogmas and rites. For Bahaism has no
clergy, no religious cererronial, no pubhlic
prayers; its only dogma is belief in God
and in His Manifestations. . .. The
principal works of BAHA'O'LLAH are the
Kitab-ul-Ighan, the Kitab-ul-Akdas, the
Kitab-ul-Ahd, and numerous letters or
tablets addressed to sovereigns or to private
individuals. Ritual holds no place in the
religion, which must be expressed in all the
actions of life, and accomplished in neigh-
borly love. Every one must have an
occupation. The education of children is
enjoined and regulated. No one has the
power to receive confession of sins, or to
give absolution. The priests of the exist-
ing religions should renounce celibacy, and
should preach by their example, mincling
in the life of the people. Monogamy is
universally recommended, efc. Questions
not treated of are left to the civil law of
each country, and to the decisions of the
Bait-ul-Adl, or House of Justice, instituted
by BAHA'O'LLAH. Respect toward the
Head of the State is a part of respect
toward God. A universal language, and
the creation of tribunals of arbitration
between nations, are to suppress wars.
“You are all leaves of the same tree, and
drops of the same sea,” BAHA'O'LLAH has
said. Briefly, it is not so much a new reli-
gion, as Religion renewed and unified,
which is directed today by Abdul-Baha.—
Nowuveau Lcurousse Illustre, supplement, p.
60.
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ADUUL BAHA




EDITORIAL

Disarmament

Lay down your arms, oh, World!
Cease your endless strife.

Do you not know God’s sweetest
Gift to you—is life?

IGHTLY understood human life is the opportunity for
R spiritual development.
On any other plane it is merely mineral, vegetable or

animal.

This opportunity for spiritual development is the dividing
line. ,

Therefore it is God’s greatest gift.

In all so called civilized countries, it is unlawful for indi-
viduals to carry weapons.

This law was made for the protection of the weak from the
strong by our courts of justice.

Countries are made up of individuals.

What is good for the individual is good for the country.

Therefore there should be a court of justice to force the
disarmament of countries.

There is a court of justice, God's Justice, forcing this fact
through the density of man’s false conception of life.

Disarmament is in the air.

People are thinking of it.

People are talking of it.

People are believing in it.

If the great nations of the world turned their cannon into
ploughshares, there would be peace and happiness on earth, and

plenty for all.
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Let every individual in the world spread the doctrine of dis-
armament.

Let America be foremost in her physical demonstration of
her spiritual supremacy by insisting upon disarmament.

Throughout the ages much has been written and said as to
the power of ‘“right” and ‘“might.”

Perhaps never before in history has a nation had both ‘“right”
and “might” behind her.

As America set a new spiritual standard by crossing the
ocean to fight for “right,” now by the power of “might,” she can
complete that spiritual progress.

The world is sick of war.

The hearts of humanity are crying aloud against it.

YOU CANNOT PREPARE FOR PEACE BY PREPAR-
ING FOR WAR.

Let America demand dlsarmament.

Disarmament for the world.

The following words of Abdul Baha will demonstrate the im-
portance both on the spiritual and material plane of—disarma-
ment. v :

THE EbpiToR.

Words of Abdul Baha

HE government of America has recently budgeted $15,-
000,000 towards the expenses of making a new battleship.
This means that prior to the ipternational peace an in-
ternational war will in all certainty take place.”
Abdul Baha: Extract from a talk given in Montreal, Septem-
ber 21, 1912.

“When perfect justice reigns in every country of the eastern
and western world, then will the earth become a place of beauty.
*The dignity and equality of every servant of God will be ac-
knowledged; the ideal of the solidarity of the human race, the
true brotherhood of man will be realized; and the glorious light
of the Sun of Truth will illumine the souls of all men.”
Abdul Baha: Talks by Abdul Baha given in Paris, p. 156.
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“ . . . It is our hope that after the cold winter a new spring
will come, giving new life to nature, so that the trees of hu-
manity will again sprout and become verdant in the gardens, so
that they bring forth leaves and blossoms and fruit. Thanks
be to God, the illumined century has dawned. Thank God
that this spiritual spring has come. Thanks be to God, that
the reality of all things has been revealed. This century is the
century of light. This period is the period of science. This
cycle is the cycle of reality. This age is the age of progress and
freedom of thought. This day is the greatest day of the Lord.
This time is the time of eternal life. This age is the age of the
breath of the Holy Spirit. This time is the time in which all
is resurrected into new life. Therefore, I desire that all may
be united in harmony. Strive and work so that the standard
of the world of human oneness may be raised among men, so
that the lights of universal peace may shine and the East and
the West embrace, and the material world become a mirror of
the kingdom of God, that eternal light may shine forth and
that the day break which will not be followed by the night.

Abdul Baha: Star of the West, Vol. 4, No. 4, p. 69.

““‘Among the teachings of Baha O’llah is likewise the following:
That the world of humanity is in need of the breath of the Holy
Spirit, for the oneness of humanity is necessary. The most great
peace, is necessary, and it is self-evident that this cannot be as-
sured through racial force; it cannot be promulgated through
the patriotic force, for countries differ. And it is certain that
political force will not accomplish it, for the interests of the gov-
ernment differ. And it will not be accomplished through a con-
sensus of opinion, for opinions differ. There is need of a force
which can execute the oneness of humanity and which can destroy
the foundations of warfare and strife. Through human agen-
cies this is an impossibility. Hence it must be through spiritual
agencies. And no other force has such power as the Holy Spirit,
hence this can be made feasible through the breath of the Holy
Spirit.

“No matter how far the material world advances, it cannot
establish the happiness of the human world. Rather when the
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material civilization shall be linked with the spiritual or divine
civilization, then happiness will be assured. Then material civ-
ilization will not contribute its services to the forces of evil to
destroy the oneness of humanity, for through the factors of the
material civilization good and evil advance together—keep up
the same pace.

“For example, consider how greatly material civilization has
advanced in the last decade, in this century. Consider how many
schools and colleges have been founded, hospitals have been
founded, asylums for the orphans have been founded, the science
of medicine has advanced. Together with this there has been
an advance in the inventions of the means and instruments of
destruction. In the early days the instrument of destruction was
the sword; today it is the gun. In the early days the organ of
destruction or warfare was the dagger; today it is the rifle. How
many torpedoes have been invented, and how many kinds of
ammunition have been invented!

“All this is the result of material civilization. Therefore, just
as material civilization serves the good purposes of life it also
serves the evil ends. But the divine civilization is good because
it is concerned with the reign of morals. Consider how much
the prophets have contributed to the reign of morals. His holi-
ness, Jesus Christ, summoned all to the most great peace. He
called all to the acquisition of good morals.

“If good morals which constitute the divine civilization shall
become united with the material civilization there is no doubt
that the happiness of the world of humanity shall hoist its banner
and from every direction composure and rest shall be forthcom-
ing. Humankind shall achieve extraordinary progress, the sphere
of thought will be greatly enlarged, great inventions will be
made, great spirituality shall reveal itself, for humanity there
will be great joy, and the life eternal will then be conferred
thereon. The spiritual force will make itself effective and the
breath of the Holy Spirit will penetrate.

“Therefore, just as the material civilization progresses so
should the merciful civilization likewise become progressive until
the greatest and utmost aims and desires of humanity may be
realized.”

Abdul Baha: Star of the West, Vol. 5, No. 6, p. 4.
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“Japan has made wonderful progress in material civilization,
but she will become perfect when she will also make spiritual
developments and the power of the kingdom become manifest
in her.”

Abdul Baha: Tablets of Abdul Baha, Vol. 3, p. 564.

“No matter how much the world of humanity advances in
material civilization, it is, nevertheless, in need of the spiritual
development mentioned in the Gospels. The virtues of the ma-
terial world are limited, whereas divine virtues are unlimited.
Because the virtues of the material world are limited, therefore
man’s need of the divine world, the divine perfections and vir-
tues, is unlimited.

“Consider the history of humanity. You will find that al-
though the very apex of human virtues has been reached at cer-
tain times, yet they were limited; but the divine virtues have
ever been unlimited. The limited is ever in need of the un-
limited. The material must be confirmed by the spiritual. The
material is ltkened unto ‘the body, but the breaths of the Holy
Spirit are the Spirit itself. The body without spirit may be in
the utmost state of beauty, it is, nevertheless, in need of the
spirit. The chimney of the lamp, no matter how polished it be,
is in need of the light. Without the light within the candle or
the lamp, it is not illuminating. The body without the spirit
is not productive. The teaching of a merely material teacher
is limited. The philosophers claimed to be the educators of
mankind, but if we refer to history, we find that greatest phil-
osophers were at most enabled to educate themselves. If they
educated others, it was within a limited circle; but they failed
to give a general education. The divine power, however, the
power of the Holy Spirit, conferred this general education.

“For example, his holiness Christ educated universally. Nu-
merous nations, numerous peoples he rescued from the world
and bondage of idolatry. He summoned them all to the oneness

~of God. They were dark, they became illumined. They were
material, they became spiritual; they were earthly, they became
heavenly. He illumined the world of morality. And this gen-
eral education is not possible through the power of philosophy.
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This is possible through the power of the breaths of the Holy
Spirit. That is why no matter how far the world of humanity
advances, it fails to reach the highest degree except through the
breaths of the Holy Spirit; through spiritual education and divine
bestowals. They insure progress and prosperity.

“Therefore I exhort you that you may be thinking of develop-
ing your spirits. Just as you have striven along material lines
and have reached this degree, may you likewise advance in order
that your spirits may become strengthened, your spiritual sus-
ceptibilities increased, your devotion to the kingdom of God aug-
mented. May you be the recipients of the Holy Spirit, be aided
in the world of morality and attain ideal power, so that the
sublimity of the world of mankind may become apparent in you.
Thus may you attain the highest happiness, the life eternal, the
glory everlasting, be born again and become the manifestations
of the bestowals of God.” .

Abdul Baha: Star of the West, Vol. 4, No. s, p. 86.

“In this cycle there shall be such progress along the lines of
civilization as to be unparalleled in the history of the world;
for the world of humanity has heretofore been in the state or
stage pf infancy. Now, it is beginning, or it is in the process of
attaining, maturity.

“Just as the human organism, attaining the period of ma-
turity, attains a great development, the intellectual faculties ripen
to the fullest extent and in one year of this period there is ac-
complished a tremendous, unprecedented development, likewise
the world of humanity having reached the period of maturity,
will accomplish a tremendous upward progress, and that power,
which is the depository of God in the human realities, that uni-
versal power like unto the intellectual faculties of man, will
reveal tremendous development.

“Therefore, thank ye God that ye have come into the plane
of existence in this radiant century, wherein the bestowals of
God are appearing from all directions, the doors of the king-
dom have been opened unto you, the summons of God are being
raised, and the virtues of the human world are in the process of
promulgation.
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“The day has come when all darkness is to be dispelled, and
the Sun of Truth is to shine forth radiantly.

“This century may be likened unto the equinoctial in the annual

cle: For, verily, this is the spring season of God!

“It is, therefore, that in the Holy Books a promise is given
concerning a time when the springtime of God shall make itself
manifest, and the Jerusalem—the Holy City—shall descend
from heaven, and that Zion shall leap forth and dance, and that
the Holy Land shall be submerged in the sea of the holy lights.

“Just as you observe a tremendous motion ‘in the time of
spring in the material world—how the vegetable kingdom re-
ceives a new life, a new stimulus,—how the animal kingdom and
the human kingdom are resuscitated and moved forward,—
what a circulation takes place in the blood; how the gentle
zephyrs are set in motion; how flowers are in bloom; what de-
lightful and temperate air is enjoyed; how pleasant and delight-
ful become the mountains, the fields and meadows!

“Likewise, this bounty of God will endow the world of hu-
manity with a new motion, a new movement. All the virtues
which have been deposited in the human verities and realities,
like unto these flowers will be revealed from that Reality.

“It is a day of joy. It isa time of happiness. It is a period
of spiritual progress.

“I beg of God that this divine spiritual civilization may have
a tremendous impression and effect upon you. May it make
you growing plants. May your trees bring forth leaves, varie-
gated blossoms; may they bear the ideal fruits appearing there-
from in order that the world of humanity—akin to the growth
and development of material civilization—may develop spirit-
ually along the lines of idealism.

“Just as the intellects have revealed mysteries of matter and
have brought forth from the invisible nature her mysteries, may
the minds and spirits likewise come in touch with the verities of
God, and the realities of the kingdom be made manifest.

“Then the world will be the paradise of Abha, the standard
of the most great peace will be upraised, and the oneness of the
world of humanity, in all its beauty, glory and usefulness, become
apparent!

Abdul Baha: Star of the West, Vol. 3, No. 3, p. 9.
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From Hidden Words— Baha O’llah

(15) Page 7

O Son of Man!
- Thou art My Possession, and My Possession shall never be
destroyed: Why art thou in fear of thy destruction? Thou art
My Light, and My Light shall never become extinct: Why dost
thou dread extinction? Thou art My Glory (Baha), and My
Glory shall not be veiled: Thou art My Garment, and My Gar-
ment shall never be outworn. Therefore abide in thy love to
Me, that thou mayest find Me in the Highest Horizon.

The Attitude of a Bahai Towards Others

Words of ABpUL BaHA

EOPLE who have never heard of BAHA O’LLAH, yet
are they doing His will, the power of His words compels
them to do so. You must love and honor them. It is just

as in the spring, the warm sunshine and showers make the flowers
grow, though they know not why. It is the spirit of spring that
compels them to grow.”

To the Higher Thought Center, London.

“It matters not by what name one calls himself—the great
work is one. Christ is ever in the world of existence. He has
never disappeared out of it. Rest assured Christ is present.
The spiritual beauty we see around us today is from the breath-
ings of Christ.”

Someone asked if the Humanitarian Society was good. Abdul
Baha said: ‘‘Yes, all societies are good; all organizations that
are working for the betterment of the human race are good, very
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good. All who work for their brothers and sisters have the
blessing of BAHA O'LLAH; they will surely succeed.”

A painter asked, “Is Art a worthy vocation?”” Abdul Baha,
turning to her, said, “Art is worship.”

An actor mentioned the drama and its influence. Abdul Baha
said: “The drama is of the utmost importance. It has been
a great educational power in the past; it will be again.”

A student of modern methods of the higher criticism asked
Abdul Baha if he would do well to continue in the church with
which he was associated, and had been all his life, and whose
" language was full of meaning to him. Abdul Baha answered:
“You must not disassociate yourself from it. Know this: The
Kingdom of God is not in any one society. You can be a Bahai-
Christian, a Bahai-Freemason, a Bahai-Jew, a Bahai-Moham-
medan. The number 9 contains eight and seven, and all the
other numbers, and does not deny any of them.”

When asked by an American friend, “Which is the best way
to spread the teachings?”’ Abdul Baha said, “By deeds; this way
is open to all, and deeds are understood by all. Join yourselves
to those who work for the poor, the weak, the unfortunate.
This is greatly to be commended.”

“I have never heard of BAHA O’LLAH,” said a young man.
“I have only recently heard of this movement, but I recognize
the mission of Abdul Baha and desire to be a disciple. I have
always believed in the brotherhood of man as the solvent of
all our national and international difficulties.”

“It makes no difference whether you have ever heard of
BAHA O'LLAH or not,” Abdul Baha answered. ‘“The man
who lives the life according to the teachings of BAHA O'LLAH
is already a Bahai. An ugly man may call himself handsome,
but he deceives no one, not even himself.”

Abdul Baha was asked, ‘‘By what process will peace be estab-
lished on earth? Will it come after a universal declaration of
Truth?” “No,” He replied, “it will come gradually. A plant
that grows too quickly lasts but a short time. Through edu-
cation and the power of the Word of GOD to change the hearts
of the people Peace will eventually be established.”
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“When a man turns his face to God he finds sunshine every-
where; all men are his friends, his brothers. Let not conven-
tionality cause you to seem cold and unsympathetic when you
meet strange people. Ask if you can render them any service.
Try to make their lives a little happier. Let those who meet
you know without your proclaiming the fact that you are indeed
a Bahai. Do not be content with showing friendship in words
only. Let your heart burn with loving kindness for all who
may cross your path.”

“What profit is there in agreeing that universal friendship
is good, and talking of the solidarity of the human race as a
grand ideal? Unless these thoughts are translated into actions
they are useless.”

“The wrong in the world continues to exist, just because peo-
ple talk only of their ideals, and do not put them into practice.
If actions took the place of words, the world's misery would
soon be changed into comfort.”

“Set your faces steadily toward the Light of the World. Show
love to all. Love is the breath of the Holy Spirit in the heart
of man. Take courage; God never forsakes His children who
strive and work and pray. Let your hearts be so filled with
the strenuous desire for peace, that tranquility and harmony
may encircle all this warring world, and with the Universal
Brotherhood will come the Kingdom of God, in peace and good-
will. Let this gathering be a foreshadowing of what will in very
truth take place in this world when every child of God realizes
that they are all leaves of one tree, flowers in one garden, drops
in one ocean, and sons and daughters of one Father whose name
is Love.”

“All are seeking Truth and there are many roads leading to
it. Truth has many aspects, but it remains always and forever
One.”

“Do not allow difference of opinion or diversity of thought
to separate you from your fellow men, or to be the cause of dis-
putes, hatred and war in the hearts of your enemies. Rather
search diligently for Truth, and make all men your friends.”

“Let your actions cry aloud to the world that you are indeed
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a Bahai, for it is action which speaks to the world and is the
cause of the progress of humanity. If we are true Bahais speech
is not needed; our actions will help on the world; will spread
civilization; will help the progress of science and cause the arts
to develop. Without action, nothing in the material world can
be accomplished; neither can words unaided advance man in
the Spiritual Kingdom. It is not through lip service only that
the elect of God have attained to holiness; but by patient lives
of active service they have brought Light into the world. There-
fore strive that your actions day by day may be beautiful prayers;
turn to God and seek to do always that which is right and noble.
Enrich the poor; raise the fallen; comfort the sorrowful; reas-
sure the fearful; rescue the oppressed; bring hope to the hope-
less, shelter to the destitute. This is the work of a true Bahai.
If we neglect to do it, we are not followers and we have no
right to the name. God, who sees all our hearts, knows how
far our lives are the fulfillment of our words.”

““When .we are in earnest in our search for anything, we
search for it everywhere. This principle we must carry out in
our search for Truth. The Truth shall make you free. So
shall we see the truth in all religions, for the Truth is in all,
and Truth is One.”

Question asked ABDUL BAHA: ‘“Does Abdul Baha wish
the Bahais to take part in charitable and political affairs, or
should they interest themselves in spiritual things only?”

Answer: ‘“Any movement that is for the benefit of mankind
should be joined by the Bahais. If they are not asked to help,
they should offer their services, especially in all kinds of char-
itable work. They must not be exclusive, but general, and serve
all alike. They should also take the voter's part in all elec-
tions.”

“The only difference that exists between people is that they
are at various stages of development. Some are asleep; they
must be awakened. Some are negligent; they must be aroused.
But one and all are the children of God. Love them with your
whole heart. No one is a stranger to the other—all are friends.”



14 ‘ REALITY

“I in the East and you in the West—let us try with heart
and soul, that Unity may dwell in the world; that all the people
may become as One people, and that the whole surface of the
earth may be as one country, for the Sun of Truth shines on
all alike.”

“I DESIRE THAT YE BE STUDENTS ON THE PATHWAY OF REALITY.”
—Abdul Baha Abbas.

Faith’s Vision
Dedicated to the Bahai Unity Circle.
By Louise WaITE

We hear a song above the din of battle,

Above its roar, its discord and its strife,

Above its bloodshed and above its horror
We hear a song of Life.

We see, beyond the darkness of the hour,

Beyond the smoke and lurid fires of hate,

Beyond the earth, within Love’s dear horizon
We see the morning break.

We feel, above the clash of arms and shrapnel,

The throb of Love, born in the heart of man.

Out of the storm shall come a Peace enduring,
Out of the chaos, God’s Eternal Plan.

Out of the strife a song of life arising,

Out of the darkness, Light and Liberty,

Out of the chaos, Peace and Love abiding
And a new world for all humanity.

Ignorance.
“Whatever lessens ignorance and increases knowledge was, is,
and ever will be acceptable to the Creator.””—Baha O’llah.
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Study of Self.
“Know thyself. He who hath known his Lord hath known

himself,” and “Think not thy body a small thing while in thee
is enfolded the universe.”—Baha O’llah.

“The aim -of the prophet of God is to raise man to the de-
gree of knowledge of his potentiality, and to illuminate him
through the light of the kingdom, to transform ignorance into
wisdom, injustice into justice, error into knowledge, cruelty into
affection and incapability into progress. In short, to make all
the attainments of existence resplendent in him.”—Divine Phi-

losophy.

Divine Tolerance and Appreciation.

Tolerance must yield to sympathy, sympathy to appreciation,
appreciation to love, and love to understanding which is the
Reality of Unity.

Unity.
We realize that there is room in God's Love for all our dis-
tinctions but no room for intolerance, prejudice and exclusion.
We realize that all life is a means to an end and that end God-
consciousness, or consciousness of our oneness with God.

“O Son of Man! In my Ancient Entity and in My Eter-
nal Being was I hidden. I knew My love in thee, therefore
I created thee; upon thee I laid My Image, and to thee
revealed My Beauty.”

“O Son of Spirit! I created thee sublime, but thou hast
degraded thyself: Therefore ascend to that for which
thou wast created.”

“O Children of the Spirit! Ye are my treasures, for
in ye I haye treasured the pearls of My Mysteries and the
Gems of My Knowledge.”

We realize that we are deathless souls on an endless journey
and above our own self-created pathway.
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“O Son of Man! My Eternity is My creation. 1 have
created it for thee; therefore make it the garment of thy
temple. My Oneness is My design. 1 have designed it
for thee. Therefore clothe thyself with it. Thus thou
mayest be a star of My Omnipotence forever.”

“QO Son of Spirit! The first counsel is: Possess a good,
a pure, an enlightened heart, that thou mayest possess a
Kingdom eternal, immortal, ancient and without end.”

“O Son of Spirit! The Gospel of Light I herald to thee;
Rejoice in it. And to the state of Holiness I call thee:
Abide in it, that thou mayest be in peace forever and ever.”

“O Son of Man! Clothe thyself with My Beautiful Gar-
ment and forfeit not thy portion from My Living Fountain
that thou mayest not thirst forever.”

“O Son of Man! Ascend to My Heaven that thou may-
est drink of the pure Wine which has no likeness—from the
Chalice of everlasting Glory.”—Baha O’llah.

We realize that all création is vibration; each atom in the
universe is conscious intelligence in action, in form. ‘‘This ma-
terial universe is infinite, and if material existence is endless how
much more is the world of God? When we think of the material
worlds as infinite, how can we think that the worlds of God are
limited? There is no beginning and no end in the material or
spiritual worlds. Man passes through different degrees and
when in a lower consciousness he cannot comprehend the con-
sciousness above.”—Divine Philosophy.

“O Son of Existence! By the Hands of Power I have
made thee, and by the Fingers of Strength have I created
thee. I have placed in thee the essence of My Light:
Therefore depend upon it, and upon nothing else, for My
Action is perfect and My Command has effect. Doubt this
not, and have no uncertainty therein.”"—Baha O’llah.

“Each soul is an individual center of God-consciousness. Each
being is a center for the shining forth of the Glory of God.”"—
Abdul Baha.
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We realize that if we’would know the truth of a matter, we
must not look at it onesidedly, but from all sides within and
without. Consider it not only as it appears, but the cause, and
above all else—the effects.

We realize that many are desirous of attaining spiritual pow-
ers, but few are willing to cultivate spirituality. To get some-
thing for nothing, to reap where one has not sown is impossible.
Spirituality is a flower which grows in the soil of loving service
to our brother man. Abdul Baha has said: “To be spiritual
is to characterize yourself with the characteristics of God.”

True Law is the Command of Principle, the working of Spirit:
therefore there is but one Divine Law which is God’s Law and
as a result of this a man demonstrates his loyalty in proportion
as he demonstrates his understanding of Truth or Principle, with
the result that the measure of a man’s loyalty is the measure of
his demonstration. We follow only in so far as the Master fol-
lows the Christ Principle and lives the Christ Life.

We realize that to follow the Master is to manifest the life
of the Spirit He manifests in deeds: te be patient, forgiving, non-
resistant, truthful, compassionate, etc. This loyalty is mani-
festation of the Principle followed in “living the life,” and this
Principle is Universal and Divine. Thus in the final analysis
the Principle manifested through the Instrument or Master and
not His Personality is that to which we must be loyal.

We realize the glory of service and self-sacrifice—that the
golden key which opens all the doors of the Kingdom of Reality
is that of service to the world of humanity.

We realize the sublime truth of these words of Abdul Baha:
“The key to self-mastery is self-forgetting,” and we strive to
manifest the fruits of the spirit. Abdul Baha has said, “First of
all be ready to sacrifice your lives for one another, to prefer
the general well-being to your own personal well-being. Create
relationships that nothing can shake; form an Assembly that
nothing can break up; have a mind that never ceases acquiring
riches, that nothing can destroy. If love did not exist, what of
Reality would remain? It is the fire of the love of God which
renders man superior to the animal. Strengthen this superior
force through which all the progress in the world is attained.
May the light of divine advancement shine upon you. This is
the glory and the progress of man. This is eternal life” that
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he who loses his life (in service) shall soon ‘‘return rejoicing,
bringing in his sheaves.”

We realize that in meeting in the spirit of true love and the
Reality of Unity that we are establishing a center from which
the rays of harmony and love emanate, bearing peace and heal-
ing on their wings and encircling the whole world and thus
uniting our forces with the constructive forces of the universe
and helping to overcome the powers of darkness and to hasten
that day of which Abdul Baha has said, “If the people of the
entire globe are welded into one great commonwealth, the prayer,
‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven’
will be a reality, for each will have the Kingdom of God within
himself. What sublime happiness! What God-inspired prog-
ress! What a heavenly ideal! What a Divine Disposall I de-
sire that each one of you work for this great Cause, that blood-
thirstiness may be forever quenched; that the horizons of the
world may become illumined by the rays of a divine humanity
and the East and West become radiant with the Light of the
Lord.” ‘

We realize that “should we spend all our time in praising God,
we could never be sufficiently grateful for His having brought
us to this great Day of fruition when the Tree of Reality is
bearing Its Fruit.”—Divine Philosophy.

We realize that the Bahai Cause is an inclusive movement;
that it asks of its followers the giving up of no former ideals;
and that it teaches that all great spiritual revelations which have
come from the Divine Educators of the past are essentially one
and will be so understood when their followers are willing to
divest them of the traditions, doctrines and dogmas instituted
by man.

That the Bahai teaching is constructive; its aim the brother-
hood of man, but it does not sympathize with the breaking down
of all degrees and distinctions between men as held by radical
thinkers.

To the end that all nations may become united and that we
may, in obedience to the desire of Abdul Baha, help those sunken
in materiality to realize their divine sonship and encourage them
to arise and be worthy of their birthright, we will endeavor to
study the Twelve Basic Principles revealed by Baha O’llah, ‘“‘one
by one, until they are realized and understood by mind and
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heart.” So will we become ‘‘strong followers of the Light,
truly Spiritual, Heavenly Soldiers of God, acquiring and spread-
ing the true civilization; for this will be the Paradise which is
to come on earth when all mankind will gather together under
the Tent of Unity in the Kingdom of Glory.”

We turn to Abdul Baha as the Expounder of His Father’s
Words and the Standard Bearer of Love and Unity.

HEHBH

From Hidden Words—Baha O’llah

(9) Page s

O Son of Spirit!

No peace is ordained for thee save by departing from thyself
and coming to Me. Verily thy glory should be in My Name, not
in thy name; thy trust upon My Countenance, not upon thine
own; for I will to be loved above all that is.
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Our Future Government

By RicHARD MANUEL BOLDEN

‘ ‘ T E believe the administrators of Government in our coun-
try have attempted to function the government from the
basis of the national constitution by the way of two

theories, one the Jeffersonian theory, and the other the Hamil-
tonian theory. A study of these two political schools of thought
will disclose a difference in minor details, but they agree in funda-
mentals. These fundanientals are that this nation is a union
of states, and that each citizen within these states is to act upon
the rights given him or her by our paternal instrument, the Fed-
eral Constitution. The idea is that each citizen is a co-sov-
ereign in the governmental affairs of this nation, and that this
nation is to be a real Democracy.

In the past these conceptions and ideas have not been realized
by one of the great masses of the people in the United States,
for the colored people in this country have had their political
rights flagrantly violated.

Among the thinking minds of this country, the colored race
has been and still is classed as a loyal type of citizen. While
some may think that the unrighteous treatment of this race and
the unjust legal enactments against them may tend toward na-
tional disillusion and anarchy, it is also believed that we are in
the dawn of a New Day—a day that gives hope to all oppressed
people.

The Divine spirit in this day is leavening the whole lump of
humanity, and everywhere throughout this world a higher and
more glorious brotherly form of government is coming to the
front. And in these United States our forty-eight (48) states
will soon come to realize, through the force of our national gov-
ernment that they are forty-eight (48) limited co-sovereign
states whose citizens’ interest and rights are to be guarded and
protected in the light of the Federal Constitution. The na-
tional government will regulate and control the election laws
with a view of seeing that justice is done to each and all of her
citizens. Men are beginning to see that the good of this nation
rests upon good will toward the government. They are realiz-
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ing that the best energy and activity can only be given to the
country from minds that are peaceful and contented. They are
realizing that they are to begin to educate and inspire men and
women to feel and realize the responsibility of good citizenship.
All the people must be trained to understand and regard the
President of these United States, as the President of each and
all of the people in this nation. They are to be taught that our
President is more than a party leader, a sectional representative,
a class champion, or an expounder and an exponent of white race
supremacy only. For according to our constitution, and the theory
of our democratic form of government, he is my President,
your President, our President, and by virtue of his great posi-
tion in the eyes of the world the champion and the silent exalted
defender of the rights of humanity. As to this country, he is
the President of all the people, regardless of party, race, creed,
or color. This day that is upon us calls for a review and a clari-
fying of the political methods by which Senators and Con-
gressmen come into office and position in our government. Our
Senators and Congressmen from every section of these, our
United States, will come into their offices through political jus-
tice and true representation. This will assure each and every
citizen in each and every county and state in the Union that
he hath a Counsellor at the bar of Justice. Though it was a
repetition of others who had preceded him, and it also showed
that the intentions of the fathers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Constitution was again being proclaimed, we
feel that President Woodrow Wilson's declaration on January
22, 1917, is very fitting at this time. In his discussion on Peace
terms between the belligerent nations on the date previously
mentioned, he said, “The governments derived all their just
powers from the consent of the governed, and that inviolable
security of life, of worship, and of industry, and social develop-
ment should be guaranteed to all the peoples.”

Our Senators and Congressmen will become the guardians
and trustees of the people’s estates, such as the coal, iron, and
other mineral mines, oil wells, transportation facilities and any
and all other necessary industries that are so very important
in the development of a nation and the people’s welfare. We
are going to centralize our industries. This national goodwill
will cause all of our citizens to endeavor to be and do their best.
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We shall soon see a good citizens' national insurance and chil-
dren’s protective associations and old-age pensions.

Our Mayors will sit in counsel with the Governors of the
various states once a year. Our Governors will perhaps be called
in counsel with our President bi-annually. For it will be the
purpose of the leaders of the people to have a closer and a clearer
understanding as to a nationgl plan and purpose. Our national
cabinet will be automatically formed upon the basis of repre-
sentation as expressed in the party candidates for the Presidency,
based upon the graduating, voting strength of the parties, the
official standing, as members of the Cabinet will be designated.

This will give our President a clearer and a better under-
standing of the people’s desires and aims. This will give the
President and Legislators the United support of the party units
and groups in our nation. And then when our President speaks
and acts he has behind him a truer representation of the whole
people, and then it might be said, with this spirit functioning
through the people and the government, that the “Voice of the
people is the voice of God.”

Claude Bragdon on the Fourth
Dimension

r I \HE address given by Mr. Claude Bragdon at the Bahai
Library, on Wednesday evening, December 27th, was a
very remarkable and luminous exposition of the much

discussed question of //"hat Is The Fourth Dimension. Mr.

Bragdon is an architect of distinction, and became interested

in the reality of the fourth dimension first through mathematical

experiments and studies, and has written several books upon
this subject, besides having englished the translation of Tertium

Organum.

He began with a little résumé of the meaning of religious
truth, saying he was a Bahai because a Bahai is a follower of
the Light, and his friend Ledoux, he must claim as a theosophist,
as a theosophist is a seeker after the wisdom of God, and that
both must recognize the real significance of the much abused
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Yogi, who is a receiver of divine illumination. He said that
he would endeavor to define the fourth dimension intellectually,
but that it represented a state into which one could only come
spiritually, that the great Messengers who had come to man-
kind successively lived in the fourth dimension and came to
lift mankind to that plane, so that the way to the fourth dimen-
sion spiritually is found in all the sacred books of the world,
in the Bible, especially the New Testament, the Bagavat Ghita,
The Koran, and the great utterances of the Revelators of today.
Most of mankind, he said, is third dimensional, and so one must
make an effort to get away from this materialist conception
of life, which is based upon ideas of space and time allied with
conceptions of length, breadth and thickness, and reach that
fuller apprehension which is without material limitation and
partakes of the infinite.

The fourth dimension Mr. Bragdon frankly defined as the
plane of life beyond the physical. To recognize it fully demands
the growth of a new spiritual capacity or faculty of the mind,
and this is induced by spiritual teaching of a great Master, but
may be explained as to its existence and meaning through the
new fourth dimensional geometry. We see all objects on three
sides, in length, breadth and thickness. We discern space by
their distances from one another. We must learn to discern that
other dimension, which is not at first appreciable. We have the
sensation of a moving landscape in looking from the window
of a flying train, and have no perception of motion in a descend-
ing elevator unless we observe the walls about us. These are
all illustrations of the effect of impressions upon the mind which
are correlated mentally and which lead us from impression to
consciousness.

Mr. Bragdon went on to speak of a beautiful system of orna-
mentation which came to him through his habit of drawing cubes
and squares with the idea of expressing fourth dimensional
conceptions. He saw to his surprise and delight that a beauty
grew out of these combinations he had never dreamed of, and
realized that he had penetrated unconsciously, the Creatwe
sphere of the fourth dimension.

Following along this line he said that the Einstein theory of
relativity partook of the fourth dimensional, though he did not

(Continued on page 29)
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A Little Child Shall Lead Them

By CHARLEs L. RoBiNsoN

been selected as the title of this essay, he plumbed the

very depths of the Science of Life, for, in the final
analysis, all human problems center in one problem, namely,
WHAT IS THE NATURE OF MANKIND?

Solve that single problem in terms of REALITY, thus re-
moving it from the realms of “public opinion,” Ideals, faith or
belief, and you automatically solve such related problems as Edu-
cation, Evolution, Religion, Immortality and GOOD GOVERN-
MENT. In other words, you solve the problem of LIFE, here
and hereafter, and do it in terms of Science, Truth, Law, First
Principles, Cause and effect.

And what is the line of least resistance to the solution of the
problem of LIFE? Obviously, we must reduce it to its lowest
terms—a little child, for what is Man but Child writ large?

Now the writer is well aware of the Spiritual application of
the words—*‘the mill does not run by the water that is passed,”
and the only reason for quoting the words of a Man who lived
some 2600 years ago, is because Isaiah was pointing out to his
generation the solution of the problem of “Peace on earth, good
will towardman,”” and he reduced that problem to its lowest term
—a little child. ’

It is self-evident that if the Prophet solved the problem in his
day in terms of cause and effect, he solved it for all time, and
since this generation is confronted by the same identical problem,
he solved it for us, and if the men who were charged with the
duty of bringing forth “A Peace of Justice” had based their
deliberations on this simple truth, that alleged Peace Treaty
would not have been—a War Treaty.

Surely, if there had been one little child at that Peace Con-
gress as the REPRESENTATIVE of the untold millions of
little children who, having never lived under a Just Government,
have been exploited from birth to death, or if One Man at that

WHEN the Prophet Isaiah uttered the words which have
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Congress had pointed td® a picture of “MOTHER AND
CHILD?” as a symbol of the sacredness and holiness of Mother-
hood and Childhood, the Era of Justice would have started then
and there and the Sun of Righteousness would, by this time, have
illumined the whole earth. But, as it is, we face a condition and
not a theory, and it is a safe prediction that while apparently
the worst is yet to come, that wonderful Principle of Justice
known as Compensation, will turn evil into GOOD, and since
““man’s extremity is God's opportunity,” this is a good time to be
alive, and especially to participate in the rediscovery of God
and the rebirth of the race as an indivisible whole.

As the subject is so comprehensive that it would require a
volume to do it justice, we can do no more than introduce a
thought that is NEW so far as this generation is concerned,
namely, THAT THE FIRST AND LAST WORLD
TEACHER IS—A LITTLE CHILD.

For instance, if a man were to attempt to write an essay on
THE LIFE OR NATURE OF THE OAK-TREE, he would
start, if he started right, with its seed, the acorn, and if he studied
for twenty years THE LIFE OF THE BEE he might be known
as a Great Teacher of that specialty, but the fact remains that
THE BEE WAS HIS TEACHER.

So it is in the relations of Mother and Child during the period
of helpless infancy or before the force called Curiosity causes
it to ask—WHY?, for in that early period all children are
alike because their necessities are alike, and in the manifestation
of those elemental necessities, the child is the teacher and the
mother the learner. From this point we mlght go forward and
show how the Principle of Reciprocity enters into the relations
of the twain, but because the Science of Motherhood has become
a lost science, so far as nations are concerned, we are constrained
to go backward, as it were, and apply the words, A LITTLE
CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM, to the prenatal period as the
very foundation of THE ERA OF JUSTICE.

It will suffice to point out here that the law ‘“‘action and reac-
tion are opposite and equal” is a Psycho-physical law and not
alone a Physical law as Newton supposed, and we have only to
understand why, under that law, ‘“as a man thinks, so IS he,” to
understand how and why the thoughts of the mother during the

(Concluded on page 28)
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The League of Nations and Esperanto
' By W. M. PaGe

are now certain—there will be a League of Nations.

Whether it will be a League on the scale contemplated
by President Wilson and Viscount Grey depends upon events,
but all those who desire the advance of civilization hope for
the establishment of an effective League with the positive objects
of the maintenance of peace and development of good under-
standing between the peoples, rather than the negative object
of the prevention of war. '

The League of Nations must not be a mere Court of Appeal
in international disputes, not a mere super-power with a velvet
glove over a hand of iron, but it must foster and encourage
friendly relations between the peoples. Goodwill among men
must be its deliberate aim, goodwill based on knowledge and
mutual esteem. ‘“What we seek,” said President Wilson in his
Independence Day speech, “is the reign of law based upon the
consent of the governed and sustained by the organized opinion
of mankind.” )

To obtain expression of the organized opinion of mankind we
require a Parliament—*The Parliament of Man,” which Tenny-
son foreshadowed. The word ‘Parliament” really means
“speaking the mind.” Now, how can a member of a Parliament
of Nations speak his mind to another member of this Parlia-
ment of a different nationality and language? Is the tedious
and unsatisfactory interposition of interpreters still to be per-
petuated? Is it not time that the problem of an international
language be now faced by the Governments of the world?

It is obvious that without a common language any League
of Nations will never hold together.- “The tie of language,”
said de Toqueville, “is perhaps the strongest and most durable
that can unite mankind.” It is amazing that none of the writers
on the League of Nations either in America or Britain seems to
have seen this. This, no doubt, arises from the practically uni-
versal use of English in America and Britain. We do not sup-

‘ N THATEVER be the result of the war, of one thing we



LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND ESPERANTO 27

post that President Wilson, or any other supporter of the
League of Nations, has the slightest intention of suggesting
English as the official language of the League. The League must
have an official language, but which language is it to be? If
Germany is to sit at the council table, either French or English
will be as abhorrent to her as German would be to other nation-
alities. If more than one national language is to be used simul-
taneously, would not the use of, say, the three languages men-
tioned humiliate other countries like Spain and Italy and Portu-
gal and China and Japan, whose languages are spoken over a
vast tract of the world?

There is only one way of meeting the situation: the adoption
of a neutral, international language. We Esperantists have
proved during the last thirty years that such a language is not
only possible, but practicable. In our international congresses
we have seen ten of all nationalities, some with only a few
weeks’ acquaintance of Esperanto, address our meetings clearly
and fluently on all kinds of topics without any misunderstanding
of their meaning. The widespread practical use of Esperanto
has abundantly demonstrated its adequacy. The fact that since
the beginning of the war the Germans have run a magazine in
Esperanto, wholly devoted to political subjects, shows its po-
tentialities for the purposes of diplomacy. The French have
published several war booklets and pamphlets in Esperanto, in-
cluding President Wilson’s classic Congress speech of April 2,
1917; and the American League to Enforce Peace, the pioneer
body for the propagation of the League of Nations idea, has
now issued an official appeal in Esperanto to the Esperantists
of the world to support the objects of the League as set forth
in the words of ex-President William Howard Taft.

It is to the work of Zamenhof that the world must look for
the common tongue of the League of Nations. It is a tongue
that will not only bind, but will unite. It is a tongue that was
invented not only to prevent war, but to make war impossible,
because its author intended it to be used to show men that they
are brothers. ‘“Brotherhood and justice between all peoples,”
was the idea which accompanied Esperanto from the moment
of its birth. And is not peace brotherhood and justice in action?

As Esperantists we welcome the idea of the League of Na-
tions, a League founded on a mutual desire to promote mutual
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understanding. One of the first duties of the League will be
to make the schools of the world teach the common language
to every child in addition to its native tongue. In less than one
year the language walls dividing the nations will have fallen. It
will then be possible for future generations to know men of all
nations in a way their forefathers have never done. It will
bring about ‘“the single race, the single tongue,” which Tenny-
son foresaw, the time ‘“when man to man the world o’er, shall
brothers be,” of which Robert Burns sang, and when

“Sur neutrala lingva fundamento
Komprenante unu la alian,
La populoj faros, en konsento,
Unu grandan rondon familian.”

A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM
(Continued from page 24)

pre-natal period are determining the history of the race before
the race is born.

When Plato declared, “We breed thieves and then prosecute
them,” he was very close to ‘‘the foundation of the world,” and
to the “Lamb that was slain” since that foundation, but it re-
mained for Jesus of Nazareth to found the Religion of Justice
and Love on—A LITTLE CHILD.

HERBK
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(Continued from page 23)

think Einstein was aware of it. The fourth dimension, he went
on, is the world where we all dwell in life. Where we under-
stand one another, in which our thoughts pass back and forth,
not the phys:cal world. Space, he said, is not subject to dimen-
sions. We impose them upon space. It is a formula we have
developed, a sequence, in contrast to that other thing, the sense
that we abide in God. Space is the mirror of consciousness.
It is Maya-illusion. Nature, he said, is a great tapestry upon
which are embroidered all the beauties that we see. Bishop
Berkeley called nature the divine voice in which God speaks
to man. There are no symbols in nature for the crude aggres-
sive civilization surrounding us. We create them symbols of
the sinister dreadful consciousness within us. A hat and shoes
are felt and leather insulators by which we cut ourselves off
from the divine currents. The house in which we live is the
same in a more collective measure. Consciousness is the only
reality. Become what you are. He said he should revise the
title of his lecture, for it really dealt with the fourth dimen-
sional stage or plane of the unfoldment of consciousness.

In every stage or plane, he said, is a key to unlock it. In the
animal world it is perception, the animal is beyond the plant,
which cannot see. Human intelligence is the next step, and the
animal consciousness knows nothing about it. The animal thinks
of the world as he sees it; when he runs a world is in motion,
and he has nothing to contradict it. Man has an impression of
a moving world as he rides in train or carriage, but contradicts)
it by his reasoning faculty, and in this way understands the con-
tradictory facts of the third dimension, but we need a new clue
to resolve their paradoxes, and we find this in intuition. This is
for the fourth dimension what reason is for the third, and
through this we rise to the apparent paradoxes of sacred scrip-
ture and revelation.

For instance, we have a solid, a ball, we throw.it and follow
its line, which is direct and gives two dimensions. We apply
heat, it melts, we pour it out, it has three dimensions, more
heat, it becomes vapor, air, four dimensions.

We dwell in phases-of consciousness. We are like the solid, it
will bear a certain amount of heat without change, but with in-
tense heat the change comes. The heat which changes con-
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sciousness is the love of God, and this brings us to the fourth
dimension.

“There is a marvelous symbolization of these things in mathe-
matics, in fourth dimensional geometry. Planes bound solids,
what do solids bound? They bound higher solids, as they are
related to planes and this suggests a space which is bounded by
the infinite indicated by the relativity of Einstein. The third
dimensional logic says, “I am, and I am not the not 1.” The
fourth dimensional logic says, “‘I am and I am also the not 1.”

There is strong indication of a great change in man, mani-
fested by his interest in the fourth dimension. Man is the only
animal that has changed the face of the world. The power of
mind dominates the fact of nature and hurts. Another power of
mind develops, and the super man is born, There is coming
a new differentiation between races, those who have the fourth
dimension, those who have only the third. The third and fourth
cannot live together, either as individuals or races. The de-
velopment to the fourth dimension is absolutely necessary, the
world will destroy itself in ignorance without it. Our leaders
do not have it as a rule, and we rush to destruction in following
them.

Equality of brotherhood is not equality of development.-
Brothers may be of very different quality but still brothers.
True leadership is only of the spirit, and recognition of the
Master is a necessary part of the higher etiquette. In every
race there are some of the higher race, so we have no right to
condemn wholesale as we do when we say, “The Jews are no
good,” or “The Irish are awful fighters.”

Our impressions are all fleeting, and impermanent. We never
know things in themselves, only impressions of them. This was
expressed long ago in the Kantian proposition, that only con-
sciousness is real, and the common conceptlon of object and space
is “knocked galley west. by Einstein.”

If we could have plaster casts of man’s life from birth to
death, it would be a fourth dimensional section, the permanent
body, or linga sharira of life. ,

It is impossible in the foregoing limited sketch to convey the
power and charm, the definiteness of the speaker’s delineation of
the quite indescribable Fourth Dimensional consciousness. Those
who heard it were very happy, and the present résumé is only
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offered as an aid to memory, and a suggestion to those who were
not so happy.

Among the notable books written by Mr. Bragdon are the
following :—“Four Dimensional Vistas,” *‘A Primer of Higher
Space,” “‘Projective Ornament,” and ‘“‘Architecture & Democ-
racy.”

The Address of Vera Simonton

URING the month of December Miss Vera Simonton
D gave a most interesting and instructive lecture upon the
“Superstitions of the African Tribes.”” One of the great
benefits to humanity coming through the Bahai Revelation is
that ‘“‘superstitions must be abolished.” In listening to Miss
Simonton’s most thrilling account of the fear-ridden Africans,
bound by his superstitious dread of ju-ju and Fetishism, to the
wicked Priest and his death dealing power, one cannot help but
realize that the doing away with superstition is one of the most
important factors in our new world Civilization..

Quoting from Miss Simonton, “The running sore of Africa is
Ju-Ju, fetishism, and until that sore is thoroughly cleansed, cau-
terized and healed Africa will remain the domain of degrading
superstitious practices.”

“The high-priest of ju-ju is the sorcerer, the witch doctor.
His art is that of primitive black magic ever enhanced by new
forms of deviltry which enthrall and hold the natives in the
worst form of slavery, the slavery of superstitious fear.”

“Gifts are perpetually offered to bad spirits, to devils, and
witches in purchase of immunity. All is evil and the eternal
supplication of the savage is not that blessing might descend
upon him and his, but that evil might pass him by and lodge
in the souls of his enemies.”

“Sickness, death, drouth, the drying up and the flooding of
rivers, bad crops and other natural effects, following natural
causes, are believed to be wrought by devils, and to discover
these devils, to cast them out, to banish and to kill them is the
sole province of the sorcerer.”



Miss Ida Vera Simonton, African Explorer, Writer, Lecturer, in Command of
Senegalese Troops in the French Congo.
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“He has a charm, a talisman for every conceivable ache or
pain or misfortune. And these talismen and charms are always
sold at the highest possible price. Hence, the poor savage
is in a perpetual state of pawn to black magic and, in his dread
of it, he still continues to make human sacrifices and to practice
the most degrading acts despite the eflorts of white governments
owning and ruling Africa, to stamp out these debasing influences
which are the enemy of Christianity and of civilization.”

“More powerful than Kings, rich beyond computation, secure
in his devilish art, the ju-ju man has but to speak, and men mur-
der, steal, violate and destroy at his command. They deliver
unto them their young, tender daughters that he may drink of
their heart’s blood, eat of their vital organs and possess him-
self of their souls that he might draw unto himself greater wis-
dom( ?), greater strength, renewed youth and prolonged life.”

“If a man fails to do his instant bidding, he is soon food for
vultures and his cleanly picked bones lie under Africa’s white
hot sun as a lesson of terror for all who pass to read. And
those who do not pass are told of the victim's death by those
who have read the warning in the inanimate bones.”

“Ju-ju brooks no questioning, no opposition. And in order
to save their newly born infants from its evil, ju-ju charms are
hung about tiny necks the moment the breath of life forces itself
through expanding lungs in their first battle for existence.”

All these things and more are described in Miss Ida Vera
Simonton’s new African novel, ““The Great White Eye,” which
will be published within the next six months.

Miss Simonton had most unusual opportunities to study the
superstitions and customs of the savages ‘“‘uncontaminated with
civilization,” as she expresses it. And to her, in her lone, de-
fenseless state the bush men and women were kind and tender,
tribes fighting to adopt her as their white woman stranger, and
voluntarily taking upon them her welfare and safety. ‘“They
would look shame for their hearts” if aught befell her when she
was under their protection and when an enemy from another
tribe stole anything from Miss Simonton’s outfit, his punishment
was short and decisive. .

Miss Simonton’s first novel, “Hell's Playground,” deals with
life at the equator in the French Congo where “there ain’t no
ten commandants,” hence the local name of “Hell's Playground.”
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Like Conrad, she depicts with bold strokes the demoralization
and utter ruin of the white man removed from men and women
of his race and without the stamina, the courage to fight stagna-
tion and its attendant evils.

Miss Simonton described the confusion in the minds of the na-
tives over the efforts of the missionaries to convert them to
Christianity, stating that the different creeds and denominations
such as Roman Catholic, and different forms of the Protestant
faith, inspired in the natives incredulity in the white man’s God.
It brought very forcefully before the audience the fact that
the Bahai Revelation could be the only medium which would
dispell the darkness from the minds of these ignorant and super-
stitious people.

Mr. James F. Morton, Jr., delivered the Bahai message to the
audience who had gathered to hear Miss Simonton, and during
the period of questions which followed her address, a discussion
of the superstitions of the Western world arose with their at-
tendant evils and limitations upon human endeavor.

When we are viewing with horror and contempt the ignorance
of this far off race of people, living under the burning sun of
Africa, without the advantages of education and enlightenment,
it is well to turn our attention to conditions within our own so-
called civilized cities and eliminate that intolerance and contempt
which we are so prone to extend to those whom we deem beneath
us in intelligence, culture, and civilization.

The following clipping will undoubtedly make us more char-
itable to the African:

WITCHCRAFT RIGHT HERE IN THE CITY

WASHINGTON HEIGHTS RESIDENTS BACK WOMAN WHO CHARGES
ANOTHER CAST SPELL

ALL APPEAR IN COURT

Witches!

We have them right here in New York according to a number of Washington
Heights residents who flocked to the Magistrate’s Court recently to uphold Mrs.
Sophie Stern, who accuses her neighbor, Mrs. Bessie Avorn, according to the
complaint, of having cast a spell upon her daughter.

Mrs. Avorn was the complainant, and not Mrs. Stern, and the complaint grew
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out of Mrs. Stern's alleged accusation. The defendant was charged with dis-
orderly conduct. .

The complainant averred under oath that not only Mrs. Stern but others an-
noyed her by crying out: “Witch! Witch!” or “There goes the witch!” when-
ever she passed through the streets.

A npumber of sympathizers of Mrs. Stern were in court and kept calling
“witch,” “witch,” “witch” at turns of the proceedings and the magistrate was
forced to bang his gavel and threaten the interpolaters.

Mrs. Stern appeared in court with her two and a half year old daughter, who,
she is said to have alleged had been cursed by the complainant, and as a result
had lost the power of her legs.

“Up to two months ago,” the defendant said, “my baby was strong and healthy.
Then this woman went and cursed it, and now the child is paralyzed in the legs,
and all the money we have is gone and all the treatment it has gotten at Mount
Sinai Hospital seems to do no good. There is no cure, I am afraid. Your
Honor, that woman is a witch. Two hundred years ago she would have been
burned at the stake.”

“Oh, the witch! The witch!” came groans from women in the audience. Others
who sympathized with Mrs. Aborn hissed the witch-believers, and there was a
lively uproar, which made necessary vigorous use of the court's gavel.

The Magistrate turned to the defendant and asked her pointedly: “Do you be-
lieve this woman to be a witch?” - ‘

“Yes,” said the defendant.

After considering the matter for a moment, the Magistrate dismissed the sum-
mons against Mrs. Stern for lack of evidence.

The case was heard by Magistrate Jesse Silberman.

From Hidden Words—Baha O’llah

(6) Page 5

O Son of Existence!

Love Me, that I may love thee. If thou lovest Me not, My
Love can never reach thee. Know this, O Servant!
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Good News

HEN we find the great leaders of nations, political par-
ties and generals in the army realizing that disarma-
ment is the vital need of the day for the establishment

of peace, that peace for which the world prays, it is indeed
“Good News.” It revives the hope of the starving millions
in Europe, of the struggling masses in America, of the thinkers
and savants of the World who know that only through the
- spiritual development of mankind to ideas of peace, mutual as-
sistance and co-operation can the era of true civilization be born.

The following quotations are of interest:

David Lloyd George: ‘‘No peace until nations disarm. There
can be no real peace until competition in armament ceases, and
before disarmament was possible all the nations must be in the
League, for all must march together.” The premier is sanguine
there will be no obstacle to Germany's admission to the League
if she manifests an intention to fulfill her obligations.

“There was no use, on the one hand, of laboring for the asso-
ciation of nations and for the establishment of peace,” the prime
minister declared, “and on the other erecting great armaments
in order to force other nations into competition in that terrible
race for armaments which had more to do with the late war
than almost any other individual force.”

MUST EMBRACE ALL NATIONS

Mr. Lloyd George said the nations could not take the risk of
disarmament until every nation was included. It could be done
only by agreement. ‘‘Disarmament,” he declared, was not a thing
which would be done secretly and behind closed doors. It must
be done in such a way that everyone knew, so that the agree-
ment, once arrived at, was at once respected.

Mr. Lloyd George said all the nations must reach a common
agreement not to start again that disastrous rivalry in arma-
ments, which must inevitably end in a clash, unless arrested. Cer-
tain amendments, he asserted, would be necessary before ‘the
league became a really effective exponent of international
opinion.
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PRAISES COURT OF JUSTICE

The League already had done much, the prime minister as-
serted. For one thing, it had raised the status of labor through-
out the world and the labor bureau was doing great things. The
League’s most conspicuous work probably was the establishment
of the international court of justice, he declared, which would
have a very determining effect on international justice in the
future.

No league of nations, however, could possibly be regarded as
complete until America was included, Mr. Lloyd George said.

General John J. Pershing:

“Armies and navies breed war,” the commander-in-chief of
the A. E. F. cried. ‘‘Swashbuckling nations, armed to the teeth,
parading through the world, invite war. The way to prevent
war is to disarm by agreement.”

“Therefore, if the other nations have the same attitude, it
seems to me all would be willing to prove it by consenting to
limit armaments.”

“It is folly for the nations of the world to follow the headlong
course they are at present so madly pursuing. The war has
shown us the madness of excessive armies and navies. The
time has come to call a halt and call it quickly. If we do not—
if we continue in the race for naval and military supremacy—
it will shatter the foundation upon which our financial and social
system rests and the entire economic structure will collapse.
When this happens the civilization that we know today—the
supremacy of the white race—will go sliding into the abyss of
barbarism.

“Do you realize the amount of appropriation which Congress
has been recommended to spend upon our army and navy for
the coming year? Have you read that report—and thought of
what it means? Next year Congress has been asked to spend
$5,000,000 on our army and navy for every working day in
the year. This is made necessary if super-armament program is
to continue, and we hope to keep abreast of our competitors.

“It is a gloomy commentary upon world conditions that ex-
penditures several times greater than ever before in peace times
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should be considered necessary, especially when the most rigid
economy in government administration is imperative if we would
avoid national bankruptcy. -

WORLD DOES NOT LEARN

“Yet we are only one of the nations who contemplate taking
upon themselves such an enormous burden, in addition to their
stupendous war debts.

“But the world does not seem to learn by experience. It would
appear that the lessons of the last six years should convince
everybody of the danger of nations striding up and down the
earth, armed to the teeth.”

Herbert Hoover:

“The expense of such a course of national endeavor (refer-
ring to army or navy appropriations) should be turned to a
better cause, the cause of humanity and of love. We could
use the money not only to improve. our own social conditions
but to the work of charity in Europe.”

Hiram W. Johnson:

“We are all agreed, I take it, that if there is a real desire
among the Powers of the earth to prevent war they can prevent
it by disarmament. If the five great nations of the earth who
were associated in the war were to meet together and decide
upon disarmament we would have taken the one great step that
could be taken toward the promotion of peace and the preven-
tion of all future wars.”

Charles F. Murphy:

“The World must disarm or the world must starve.”

It is also *‘good news” to read the following manifest point-
ing to that elimination of prejudice which in itself will build a
new and better world—
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“An immigrant mistreated today may, like Trotsky, become
a world menace tomorrow,” declared a manifesto issued last
night by the American Committee on the Rights of Religious
Minorities, of No. 70 Fifth avenue.

Anti-Jewish propaganda in the United States was condemned.
Among those who signed the statement were William Howard
Taft, Herbert Hoover, Cardinal Gibbons, William J. Bryan,
Charles E. Hughes, Robert Lansing, Rabbi Septhen S. Wise,
the Rev. Arthur J. Brown, the Rev. Nehemiah Boynton, the
Rev. Henry Sloan Coffin, Bishop William F. McDowell, Charles
W. Eliot, president emeritus of Harvard University, and Louis
Marshall.

The committee asserted that a liberally financed organization
was apparently behind the accusations printed that Jews were
responsible for the present world-wide unrest. It was asserted
that a determined effort was being made to “poison” the minds
of lawmakers. The statement, in part, read:

“Our first feeling against the anti-Jewish campaign is one of
contempt. It seems incredible that such palpable bigotry should
be taken seriously. We were startled and humiliated by the out-
break of this propaganda.

“Among a few overstrung people the war has produced a
species of quasi-insanity. The minds of some have run amuck.
They are a prey to violent and groundless obsessions that they
do their best to convey to others.”

It is also good news to know that a Babson Report, distributed
to subscribers throughout the country as the most authoritative
analysis of current business conditions, declared, during the past
year that the only solution of the present day industrial unrest is
through the power of religion.

HEBBH

688933 A
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The Rainbow Circle

’ I \HE Holiday season at the Rainbow circle was a very happy
time. Both Christmas and New Year dinners were served
at the centre to many guests, and as the Thursday of Holi-

day week was the dinner-Thursday of the Circle, a Good Will
dinner was served on that evening, which was made especially
commemorative of the blessing Christ brought to the world. All
the Rainbow gatherings were penetrated by the truest form of
the Christmas spirit, that is, the realization of what this spirit
means to mankind, and the necessity of letting it penetrate all
life, so that in this way Christ is again in the world.

The influence of the Rainbow Circle as a centre of veritable
love between the races is becoming very great. The Bahai meet-
ing held every Sunday afternoon at Dr. Bolden’s church is more
and more largely attended, and the audience seems each time
more sympathetic, while the Rainbow circle meetings on Thurs-
day evenings threaten soon to pass the limit of the church walls.

Madame Hirsch who conducts the French Class finds the in-
terest of her students constantly growing and Professor Clajin,
who teaches Esperanto to all who will come, sometimes has a
room full of eager students.

All the universal tendencies of the great Bahai movement are
seen in the Rainbow Circle, so each one who comes there finds
a desire arising to widen boundaries, to learn a universal lan-
guage, and touch sympathetically as many races as possible.

HEBBK
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Baha: Activities

HE Bahai Forum continues every Sunday evening, at the

I Bahai Library, 416 Madison Avenue. These meetings

are attracting large gatherings of all types of minds, in-

terested in the investigation of truth, and in the time allotted

to questions and answers most interesting discussions occur and
general enlightenment follows.

On Monday evening of each week Mrs. Florian Krug, assisted
by Miss Ann Boylan, will speak in the Bahai Library upon ‘“The
Bahai Revelation.” The eloquence and charm of Mrs. Krug and
Miss Boylan assures these meetings of a large attendance.

Tuesday evening meetings are conducted by Mrs. Mary Han-
ford Ford for the elucidation of selected subjects of the Bahai
Revelation. Those who know the clearness and the spiritual
vision of Mrs. Ford will be glad to know that she has given her
services on these evenings.

Wednesday evenings are devoted to the arts and sciences and
conducted by Miss Beatrice Irwin, Urbain Ledoux,-Mrs. Van
Bergen, and Mr. and Mrs. Deuth.

Friday evening meetings are conducted by Miss Juliet Thomp-
son, who will be assisted by Zia Bey, who has just returned from
Constantinople.

There is a Wednesday evening meeting at St. Marks con-
ducted by Mr. and Mrs. Saffa Kinney.

A Saturday evening meeting is held under the direction of
Miss Regine Sunshine at 189 Second Avenue, corner 12th Street.
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On Sunday evening, January 2nd, Howard C. Ives, addressed
a large audience at the Bahai Library. His subject, “Is Abdul
Baha The World Master?"” was one which so appealed to him
that it carried with it a force of conviction and eloquence which
touched the hearts of his hearers. Possessing a voice of qual-
ity and tone rarely to be found, Mr. Ives presented his subject
in a masterly manner. The expression of opinion of those present
was to the effect that it was one of the most exquisite lectures ever
heard in the Library. That it was inspired no one who heard
it could doubt, and in the period of questions which followed
Mr. Ives brought forth very clearly and convincingly the facts
for his knowledge that Abdul Baha is indeed today the great
leader of the thought of the world.

On the evening of January 4th Mr. Horace Holley read the
synopsis of his book shortly to be published, “The Cosmic Trin-
ity.” This book promises to be one of the most valuable books
contributed to the world’s literature for many years. It is log-
ical, clear and convincing. Mr. Holley handles his subject in
a way that appeals to all types of mind. Every sentence is a
volume in itself. We believe this idea of a cosmic trinity as
elucidated by Mr. Holley to be inspired and we look forward
with eagerness to the time when this valuable testimony of true-
vision may be placed in the hands of the general public. The
comments from the audience who were privileged to hear Mr.
Holley were enthusiastic in praise of this great work. After
a careful study of the other books written by Mr. Holley, we
feel that this is his masterpiece. His reading was full of charm
and ease, and we take this opportunity to thank Mr. Holley for
the privilege accorded to us during that evening. At the close of
his reading Sadeli Waleditch sang in his inimitable manner three
charming Russian folk songs. His rendering of this music of
the soul of a people is very touching and carries the minds of
his hearers to that far distant land struggling to rid itself of
oppression and tyranny. His spoken description and explanation
of his music is almost as exquisite as the music itself. He re-
ceived many encores and the thanks of the audience. Tea was
served and this inaugurated a series of social evenings whereby
both those accustomed to attendance at the Library meetings
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and those who have come for the first time may make closer con-
tact on that footing of hospitality which Abdul Baha has given
us as the basis of true and lasting fellowship.

The work of Urbain Ledoux on the East Side is attracting the
attention of the entire city of New York. This great soul know-
ing no limits or boundaries to his spiritual growth, fearless in
his efforts to assist the human family, towering above those who
fear and are bound by dogma and forms, has again undertaken
to do a great humanitarium work among the unemployed. Thou-
sands of men and women throughout this great city know and
love Mr. Ledoux, for his untiring efforts on their behalf.
REALITY knows him for what he is, for what he stands, and
for what he does. That he is a Bahai showing forth the prin-
ciples of Abdul Baha in active service should be a matter of
pride to the Bahais in the world.

On Sunday evening, January gth, Mr. Sol Fieldman delivered
a lecture on “Occupational Representation in Government."”
This lecture was of such vital importance and so constructive in
its outline that REALITY hopes to publish it in full in a later
issue. Mr. Fieldman made clear to his hearers that the hope of
a change in the conditions of the laboring classes rested not in
violence and bloodshed, but a concerted and constructive effort
to bring about their ideals through legislation and organization
throughout all the forms of work. Mr. Fieldman’s plan is not
in its true essence based upon politics. It is a spiritual plan
based upon co-operation and consultation, and as all spiritual
plans are simple and easy of accomplishment, provided they can
be brought to the attention of the public.

All meetings in the Bahai Library, 416 Madison Avenue.
. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
NO COLLECTIONS EVERYBODY WELCOME



44 REALITY

Subsbribe Now
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is 2 magazine designed to be what its name

Its dominant spint is *“Investigation.” To

it calls special attention to the Bahai Reve-

ecause from a profound study of that Reve-

sauun ic believes it to be worthy of a broader field of

discussion and investigation than it has had hereto-

fore. REALITY also believes in this Revelation as embodying all

forms of modern and ancient thought, with a specific signifi-

cance at this time. The columns of REALITY are open to those

who care to enlighten us if we are wrong in these assertions;

hence it may become, if it is not at present, the clearing-house

of the difficulties between many of the different cults emanating

from and advancing toward, a mutual co-operation for the ulu-

mate benefit of the World of Reality, which is an understanding

of the Will of God—of the purpose of man’s creation, or any

other benefit which is universal. REALITY has no prejudice
—social, class or religious. It is open to and invites criticism.
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The Bahai Movement

Rapidly spreading throughout the world, and attracting
the attention of scholars, savants and religionists
of all countries—oriental and occidental

For the information of those who know little or nothing of the
Bahai Movement we quote the following account translated from

the (French) Encyclopaedia of Larousse:

BAHAISM: the religion of the disciples of
BAHA'O'LLAH, an outcome of Babism.—
Mirza Husian Ali Nuri BAHA'O'LLAH was
born at Teheran in 1817 A.D. From 1844
he was one of the first adherents of the
Bab, and devoted himself to the pacific
propagation of his doctrine in Persia.
After the death of the Bab he was, with the
principal Babis, exiled to Baghdad, and
later to Constantinople and Adrianople,
under the surveillance of the Ottoman
Government. It was in the latter city
that he openly declared his mission, . . .
and in his letters to the principal Rulers of
the States of Europe he invited them to
join him in establishing religion and uni-
versal peace. From this time, the Babis
who acknowledged him became Bahais.
The Sultan then exiled him (1868 A.D.)
to Acca in Palestine, where he composed
the greater part of his doctrinal works,
and where he died in 1892 A.D. (May 29).
He had confided to his son, Abbas Effendi
(Abdul-Baha), the work of spreading the
religion and continuing the connection
between the Bahais of all parts of the
world. In point of fact, there are Bahais
everywhere, not only in Mohainmedan
countries, but also in all the countries of
Europe, as well as in the United States,
Canada, Japan, India, etc. This is because
BAHA'O'LLAH has known how to transform
Babism into a universal religion, which is
presented as the fulfilment and completion
of all the ancient faiths. . The Jews await
the Messiah, the Christians the return of
Christ, the Moslems the Mahdi, the
Buddhists the fifth Buddha, the Zoro-
astrians Shah Bahram, the Hindoos the
reincarnation of Krishna, and the Atheists

L—135

a better social organization! BAHA'O'LLAH
represents all these, and thus destroys the
rivalries and the enmities of the different
religions; reconciles them in their primitive
purity, and frees them from the corruption
of dogmas and rites. For Bahaism has no
clergy, no religious ceremonial, no public
prayers; its only dogma is belief in God
and in His Manifestations. . .. The
principal works of BAHA'O'LLAH are the
Kitab-ul-I1ghan, the Kitab-ul-Akdas, the
Kitab-ul-Ahd, and numerous letters or
tablets addressed to sovereigns or to private
individuals. Ritual holds no place in the
religion, which must be expressed in all the
actions of life, and accomplished in neigh-
borly love. Every one must have an
occupation. The education of children is
enjoined and regulated. No one has the
power to receive confession of sins, or to
give absolution. The priests of the exist-
ing religions should renounce celibacy, and
should preach by their example, mingling
in the life of the people. Monogamy is
universally recommended, efc. Questions
not treated of are left to the civil law of
each country, and to the decisions of the
Bait-ul-Adl, or House of Justice, instituted
by BAHA'O'LLAH. Respect toward the
Head of the State is a part of respect
toward God. A universal language, and
the creation of tribunals of arbitration
between nations, are to suppress wars.
““You are all leaves of the same tree, and
drops of the same sea,”” BAHA'O'LLAH has
said. Briefly, it is not so much a new reli-
gion, as Religion renewed and unified,
which is directed today by Abdul-Baha.—
Nouveau Lcorousse Illustre, supplement, p.
60.
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The World Needs a Saviour

T a dinner given by distinguished scientists in the Plaza
Hotel during the month of January, one of the speakers
outlining the unrest and disturbing elements in the world,

searching for a remedy to cure the disease rancoring in the soul
of humanity, and feeling the limitation of human effort to cure
this disease, made the statement ‘‘that the world needs a
Saviour.”

This sentiment expressed by one of recognized scientific
authority, but voices the sentiment growing in the hearts and
minds of all classes, creeds and nations, at the present time.

The experience of the past few years has convinced the think-
ers of the world that the old standards of life and civilization
have proven false, and have produced a chaos which only a
power higher than human power can relieve.

The rich have become poor.

Those in Europe who have been made poor, now have the
knowledge of what that station in life has meant to the mil-
~ lions born to it, and kept to it by the oppression of the rich.

Not all of the rich have been made poor, but even those pos-
sessing great wealth today, are beset by fear of losing that
wealth.

When fear enters the human breast it is almost invariably the
forerunner of a turning to spiritual guidance.

We see that manifesting in many instances in this country.
We see upon the part of those controlling the destiny of thou-
sands,of souls, a feeble effort, in some instances misguided, in
others misdirected, but nevertheless an effort, to use wealth in
a less selfish manner than heretofore. While this effort is not
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one of pure enlightenment, nor as yet of right understanding
for the amelioration of conditions and suffering among the
poorer classes, yet it gives hope that this beginning may be the
foundation of better things.

Many of the poor have become rich.

These will in the course of time discover the experience of
wealth, and will use or misuse it according to their develop-
ment, reaping as they sow, and will promote the welfare of the
world, or put limitations upon it, according to their knowledge
of the value of their opportunity.

The wheel has turned and in its turning has devcloped the
consciousness of the world.

That humanity is sensing that it needs a Saviour is only a
form of that spiritual sense which is often called common sense,
and this common sense is but a spark of guidance which is com-
mon to all mankind.

The troubles of the world can be analyzed upon common
sense grounds.

If your business is involved you call an expert in that line for
advice and counsel. You first demand the qualifications of that
expert, and if you are convinced that his qualifications are such
and his experience such as to entitle him to your confidence, you
follow his counsel and advice in the reconstruction and changes
in the form, management and conduct of your business. This is
common sense. It is also business sense.

The same law applies to this planet known as the world.

History has proven that in every cycle when the economic life
of the world, the spiritual life of the world, and the civilization
of the world needed new laws upon which to construct a higher
civilization, a higher development, God, or whatever name you
choose to call the great power directing all things, has sent a
Divine Expert into the world to outline these laws, and lift
man from the wilderness of confusion and darkness with which
man has willfully surrounded himself by his selfishness and
greed.

Just as your business suffers if you do not follow the expert’s
advice which you have called in through your necessity, so has
the world suffered through its deafness to the counsel and advice
of the Experts whom God has sent from time to time.

The principles of Christ or Moses would have saved the world
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had they not been lost, but having been lost, a new Saviour with
principles adapted to the needs and state of the evolution of the
world of this century has been sent to us.

Today every country is dependent upon the salvation of every
other country. As the means of communication have advanced
and are advancing, the countries of the world will become as
one country.

Through the economic upheaval following the war the world
is awakening to the fact that for one to live and prosper—all
must live and prosper, and so the Saviour of our day must bring
the laws to unify the nations of the world, to solve the economic
war ragmg, ‘to do away with the possibility of religious wars,
or of the injustice of one class to another—in short our pres-
ent Saviour must embody all the purity of all the laws of all
times, and must have added to them laws which appeal to our
common sense, our intelligence, and our spiritual insight, and
which we will recognize at once as the basis of a real, lasting
and world civilization.

THE WORLD NEEDS A SAVIOUR.

THE WORLD HAS A SAVIOUR.

The Saviour of the world is He who teaches the principles
which will save the world.

What are those principles?

Where will they be found?

Who gave them?

When were they given?

What was the state of the consciousness of the world at the
time they were given?

The investigation of this all-important subject is one of in-
dividual responsibility.

The following words of Abdul Baha, the Servant of God,
are illumined and will assist the seeker.

: Tue EbiTor.
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Words of Abdul Baha

HEN His Highness Christ appeared in this world nine-

V‘/ teen hundred years ago to establish the ties of unity

and the bonds of love between the various nations and

different communities, he cemented together the sciences of
Rome and the greatness of Greece.

“He also brought about and established affiliation between the
Assyrian kingdom and the power of Egypt. It had been impos-
sible to establish unity, love and accord and agreement between
these nations, but His Highness the Christ, through the divine
power, established this condition among the children of men.

“Now, a much greater difficulty is encountered when we desire
to establish this great unity between the Orient and the Occident!

“His Highness Baha'o’llah, through the power of heaven, has
established union between the East and the West. Ere long we
shall know that the East and the West arc cemented together
with the power of God. That oneness of the kingdom of
humanity will supplant the banner of conquest and bring under
its shade all communities of earth.

“No nation like Persia will be left; America will be known
only in name; Germany also; France, England, Turkey, Arabia,
—all these various nations will be welded together in unity.

“In the future, when people of these various nations are
asked: ‘To which nationality do you belong?’ The answer will
be, ‘To the nationality of human beings: I am living under the
shadow of Baha'o'llah: I am the servant of Baha'o’llah; I
belong to the army of the ‘‘Most Great Peace.” ' The people in
the future will not say: I belong to the nation of England,
France, or Persia. All of them will become citizens of one
nation. These warfares and strifes will pass away and all the
people will be of one family, belonging to one country.

“His Highness Baha’o’llah appeared in a country which was
the center of prejudice. In that country were many different
communities. There were many religious sects and denomina-
tions. The greatest animosity of the past existed among these
people. They were ready to kill each other. They considered
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the killing of others who did not beiieve as they did an act of
worship.

“His Highness Baha'o’llah established such a unity and agree-
ment between these various communities that the greatest love
and amity are now witnessed among them. Today the Bahais
of the East are longing with the greatest desire to see you face
to face. '

“Their highest hope, their greatest aspiration, is that the day
may come when they will be gathered in an assembly with you.
Consider well the power that made this great change.”

Star of the HWest, Vol. 10, p. 16.

“Today the human world is in need of the heavenly teachings
which are the very spirit of this age and the light of this cen-
tury. The physical and material civilization have made extraor-
dinary advancement, but the divine civilization is totally for-
gotten, while in reality divine civilization is like unto the light
and material civilization is like unto the lamp. This lamp with-
out the light is dark. Therefore we must strive in order that
the heavenly light may shine within the human glass; the world
of humanity (mortality) may become illumined and the infinite
excellences which are the adornments of the reality of humanity
may shine forth like unto a transcendent luminary.

“The world of nature is an arena which belongs to the ani-
mal kingdom. When vou look upon any kind of animal or bird
you observe that the boundaries of the material world are pre-
pared for its enjoyment to the utmost of perfection, which boun-
ties are not so easily accessible or readily obtainable by man.
For example, imagine the state of a swect-singing nightingale!
With the utmost delicate taste and artistic temperament it has
built its nest upon a mountain. In reality this nest is superior to
the palaces of kings. The air is in the utmost purity, the sur-
rounding scenery most ravishing; the sweeping panorama very
entrancing; the luxuriant verdancy and rich colors; and all the
harvests gathered on the plains and in the farms are the wealth
of this bird. In the immensity of its freedom it can fly from
mountain to mountain and it can eat from any harvest it chooses.
It toils not, neither does it spin. It entertains no thought for
tomorrow; it has no sorrow, no disappointment, no regret and
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no pessimism. In its own nest it lives in the utmost happiness
and joy, and now and then it breaks forth in rapturous songs of
gladness.

“Therefore it has become proven that the bounties of the
material have their great display in and for the animal kingdom.
On the other hand, imagine the difficulties of this poor man!
Now he is a wanderer, and anon he is sick. Today he is weak
and tomorrow he is captive. This month he is poverty-stricken,
and indigent, and next month he is threatened with danger. Day
and night he is striving and laboring till he gains a mouthful of
bread to satisfy his hunger. Consequently from this compari-
son you can easily observe the vast differences which exist between
the human life and the animal life. It is now established that
the bounties of the world of nature are more completely mani-
fested upon the arena of the animal kingdom!

“Although man does not enjoy a perfect share and an inex-
haustible portion from these material bounties, yet in the divine
world he is the manifestation of the infinite bestowals, the lamp
for the polarization of the celestial beauty, the channel for the
outflowing of the heavenly graces; the dawning-point for the
emanation of the effulgences of divinity and the possessor of a
holy transcendental power which surrounds all the created phe-
nomena. That is the mystical reason why man alone is able to
discover the realities of the contingent beings, governing the
natural world and bringing the secrets of nature out of the plane
of invisibility upon the plane of visibility. He dominates the
despotism of nature. Now he becomes a bird and flies in the
air, again he builds an iron horse and gallops over the seas, and
then he transforms himself into a fish and dives deep beneath the
ocean. In short, man alone is powerful to unravel all the secrets
and hidden mysteries of nature and be the manipulator of
its intricacies. This holy power is a particular gift to man.
Through this holy power he is distinguished above the animals.

“Inasmuch as he possesses such transcendent power, he must
become the manifestation of divine civilization; the dawning-
places of the lights of eternity; the spreader of the heavenly
virtues; the promulgator of the teachings of God; a servant of
the world of morality, stirring the souls into cheerfulness through
spiritual glad tidings; freeing the spirits from helplessness and
conferring upon them the hope of the eternal life! This is the
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honor of the world of humanity! This is the perfection of man-

kind! This is the everlasting welfarel”

Abdul Baha: Extract from Tablet to Mr. Graham Pole, Edin-
burgh, Scotland. Translated by Mirza Sohrab, July s,
1913, Port Said, Egypt.

“Now we need an educator who will be at the same time a
material, human, and spiritual educator, and whose authority
will be effective in all conditions. So if any one should say, ‘I
possess perfect comprehension and intelligence, and I have no
need of such an educator,” he would be denying that which is
clear and evident, as though a child should say, ‘I have no need
of education;’ or as though the blind should say, ‘I am in no
need of sight, because many other blind people exist without
difhculty.’

“Then it is plain and evident that man needs an educator,
and this educator must be unquestionably and indubitably per-
fect in all respects, and distinguished above all men. For other-
wise he cannot be their educator. More particularly because he
must be at the same time their material and human as well as
their spiritual educator; that is to say, he will teach men to organ-
ize and carry out physical matters, and to regulate the form of
society with regard to the establishing of help and assistance in
life, so that material affairs may be organized and regulated for
any circumstances that may occur. In the same way he will
establish human education; that is to say, he must educate intel-
ligence and thought in such a way that they may attain complete
development, so that knowledge and science may increase, and
the reality of things, the mysteries of beings, and the prop-
erties of existence may be discovered; that day by day instruc-
tions, inventions, and laws may be improved; and from things
perceptible to the senses conclusions as to intellectual things may
be deduced.

“He must also impart spiritual education; so that intelligence
and comprehension may penetrate the metaphysical world, and
may receive benefit from the sanctifying breeze of the Holy
Spirit, and may enter into relationship with the Supreme Con-
course. He must so educate the human reality that it may
become the center of the divine appearances, to such a degree
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that the attributes and the names of God shall be resplendent
in the mirror of the reality of man, and the holy verse, ‘We
will make man in Our image and likeness,’ shall become true.

“It is clear that human power is not able to fill such a great
office, and that the reason alone could not undertake the responsi-
bility of so great a mission. How can one solitary person with-
out help and without support lay the foundations of such a noble
construction? He must depend on the help of the spiritual and
divine power to be able to undertake this mission. One Holy
Soul gives life to the world of humanity, changes the aspect of
the terrestrial globe, causes intelligence to progress, vivifies souls,
lays the foundation of a new existence, establishes the basis of
a marvellous creation, organizes the world, brings nations and
religions under the shadow of one standard, delivers man from
the world of imperfections and vices, and inspires him with the
desire and need of natural and acquired perfections. Certainly
nothing short of a divine power could accomplish so great a
work. We ought to consider this with justice, for this is the
office of justice.

“A cause which all the governments and peoples of the world,
with all their powers and armies, cannot promulgate and spread,
one Holy Soul can promote without help or support! Can this
be done by human power? No, in the name of God! For exam-
ple, Christ, alone and solitary, upraised the standard of spiritual
peace and righteousness, a work which all the victorious govern-
ments with all their hosts were unable to accomplish. Consider
what was the fate of so many and diverse empires and peoples:
The Roman Empire, France, Germany, Russia, England, etc.;
all were gathered together under the same tent; that is to say,
the appearance of Christ brought about a union among these
diverse nations; some of whom, under the influence of Chris-
tianity, became so united that they sacrifificed their lives and prop-
erty for one another. After the time of Constantine, who was
the protagonist of Christianity, divisions broke out among
them. The point I wish to make is that Christ sustained a cause
that all the kings of the earth could not establish! He united
the various religions and modified ancient customs. Consider
what great divergences existed between Romans, Greeks, Syrians,
Egyptians, Phenicians, Israelites, and other peoples of Europe.
Christ removed all discord, and became the cause of love between
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these communities. Although after some time empires destroyed
this union, the work of Christ was accomplished.

“Therefore the perfect educator must be at the same time not
only a material, but also a human and spiritual educator; and
he must possess a supernatural power, so that he may hold the
position of a divine teacher. If he does not show forth such a
holy power, he will not be able to educate, for if he be ignorant,
how can he give a perfect education? If he be ignorant, how
can he make others wise? If he be unjust, how can he make
others just? If he be earthly, how can he make others heavenly?

“Now we must consider justly: Did these divine manifesta-
tions who have appeared possess all these qualifications or not?
If they had not these qualifications and these perfections, they
were not real educators. . . . It has . . . been proved by
rational arguments that the world of existence is in the utmost
need of an educator, and that its education must be effected by a
divine power. There is no doubt that this divine power is due to
inspiration, and that the world must be educated through this
power which is above human power.”

Abdul Baha: Some Answered Questions, pp. 8-13.

“I beg of God that day unto day this spiritual communication
may become reinforced and cause more and more the appearance
of this divine unity in the world of humanity, so that all man-
kind, like unto disciplined soldiers, may abide under the shade
of the Word of God and under the flag of the Covenant, striv-
ing with all their hearts and souls in order that universal con-
ciliation, cordial love and spiritual communication may be firmly
established between the hearts of the inhabitants of the world;
all the children of men, through the radiant new bestowal, may
consort and associate with each other in one loving meeting;
strife and war may vanish from the face of the earth; the love
of the beauty of the Most Glorious may encompass every atom
of creation; enmity may be changed into amity; difference may
be changed to good fellowship; the foundation of animosity be
destroyed; the basis of hatred be demolished; the illumination
of union may cause the disappearance of the darkness of limita-
tion, and the transcendent light of the Merciful may suffer the
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hearts of humanity to become the mines of the refulgent love
of God.

“O ye friends of God! Now is the time you must affiliate
with all the nations with joy and the utmost kindness; thus may
you become the manifestors of the mercy of His Highness the
One. Become ye the spirit of the world and the quintessence of
life in the temple of humanity. In this wonderful century in
which the Ancient Beauty—The Most Great Name—has dawned
from the horizon of the world with infinite bestowals, the Word
of God hath created such dominion and potency over the reali-
ties of mankind that the effect and influence of human conditions
and environments are neutralized. With a penetrative power he
hath gathered all in the court of union and addresses them as
follows:

“‘Now is the time that the believers of God must unfurl the
banner of unity, singing the songs of friendship in the assem-
blages of the world and inviting all to the universality and all-
inclusiveness of the grace of God, so that the canopy of holiness
may be pitched on the apex of creation and all the nations be
brought under the shade of the world of unity. This bounty shall
become unveiled in the center of the world when the believers
of God shall live in accord with the teachings of the Merciful
One and occupy their time in the diffusion of the sweet fragrance
of universal love.

“‘In every dispensation the command of friendship and the
law of love have been revealed, but it has been circumscribed
within the circle of the believing friends and not with the con-
tary enemies. Praise be to God that in this wonderful cycle
the laws of God are not confined within any limitation, neither
must they be exercised toward a special community to the exclu-
sion of another. He hath commanded all the friends to show
love, friendship, amity and kindness to all the people of the
world.’ ,

“Now the believers of God must live in accord with these
divine teachings. They must become fathers to the children of
humanity, affectionate brothers to the youths of mankind and
soul-sacrificing children toward those laden with age. The aim
is this: you must be in utmost state of joy and fragrance, love
and kindness toward all, even toward the enemies. Meet the
persecutions and adversity with the utmost of faithfulness.
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Whenever animosity appears deal with it with forbearance.
Make your breasts the targets for the arrows and spears of
opposition. Brave the ridicule, the blame and the rebuke with
perfect love; so that all the nations may observe the power of
the Most Great Name, and all the people ma yacknowledge the
potency of the Blessed Perfection, showing how he hath
destroyed the foundation of strangeness, hath guided the inhab-
itants of the world to unity and love, hath illumined the realm
of man and hath transformed this terrestrial globe into the delect-
able paradise. These people are like unto children, negligent
and mindless. One must train these children with the utmost
love, carry them in the arms of grace with infinite tenderness,
in order that they may taste the spiritual, the love of the Merci-
ful One, that they may illumine like unto the candles and cause
the disappearance of the darkness of the world. Thus they may
behold clearly and manifestly with what glorious crown and
brilliant diadem the Most Great Name, the Blessed Perfection,
—DMay my life be a sacrifice to Him!—hath adorned the heads
of his believers; what graces He hath poured upon the hearts of
his friends; what love He hath brought into the world of human-
ity and what friendship He hath caused to appear amongst the
children of men.

“O Lord! O Lord! Confirm Thy righteous servants in the
practice of love and friendship amongst all mankind and assist
them in the diffusion of the light of guidance, which is descend-
ing from Thy Supreme Concourse amongst all the inhabitants
of the world. Verily, Thou art the’Powerful, Omnipotent, Gen-
erous! And verity, Thou art the Merciful, the Clement, the
Compassionate, and the Bestower!”

Abdul Baha: Tablet quoted from Diary Letter of Mirza Sohrab,

July 26, 1913.

“Thou hast spoken of a spiritual wave (Cause of Baha’-
o'llah). This is not a wave, but a sea,—nay, the very ocean.
But this is not to destroy the cities, but to purify them, and soon
it will submerge them all. But this does not mean destruction,
but salvation. It is not death, but life. It is not enmity, but
love. It is not pain, it is a remedy. The world of existence is
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the body and this is its spirit. This immense world is the glass
and this is the lamp. Humanity is the heaven and this is its
sun. The signs of this bounty are clear and visible.”
Abdul Baha: Tablets of Abdul Baha, Vol. 3, p. 657.

(From Scribner’s for July, 1919)
“THE BERLIN TO BAGDAD LINE"

By Joux H. FiNLEY
Red Cross Commissioner to Palestine

Pp. 74 and 75.

Let the Red Cross spirit persuade a world order in which
there shall be: '

1. Centers in all the backward lands, where the fundamental
elements of a civilized life shall be taught; self-government,
science, art and particularly the things of social value (such cen-
ters as the colleges at Constantinople, Beirut, Tarsus, Anitab,
et al.,, and the groups of missionaries and doctors, as at Adana,
Messina, and scores of other places).

2. A world order language to be every man’s second lan-
guage—all it every man’'s language—language of the world
league.

3. World order men and women, administrators, demonstra-
tors, doctors, in every center, without nationality.

MemoraNpUM SuBMITTED BY C. M. RIPLEY
Electrical Engineer
15 West 38th St,, New York

Peculiar Failure of the World in Improving Transportation.
The world has marvelously developed the transportation of
goods by rail, by water and even by air.
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It has developed the transportation of people in the same way.
It has developed in the transmission of the voice, and of intel-
ligence both spoken and written, by electric wires:

BUT

It has failed in developing the transmission of IDEAS be-
cause it has not bridged the gap due to ‘“‘confusion of tongues.”

“MIDDLEMEN AND INTERPRETERS”

It is the order of the day to eliminate the middlemen in the
distribution of this world’s goods.

Why not eliminate the middlemen (i. e., the interpreter and
the translator) in the distribution of this world’'s IDEAS, both
spoken and written?

FROM HIDDEN WORDS—BAHA'O'LLAH
(Page 7)

(14) O SonN of SpiriT!

I have created thee rich: Why dost thou make thyself poor?
Noble have I made thee: Why dost thou degrade thyself? Of
the essence of Knowledge have I manifested thee: Why search-
est thou for another than Me? From the clay of Love I have
kneaded thee: Why seekest thou another? Turn thy sight unto
thyself, that thou mayest find Me standing within thee, Powerful,
Mighty and Supreme.
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Speech

By Suaunaz WAITE

HE word, speech, is defined as “the faculty of uttering

I articulate sounds or words, as human beings.” As applied

to man, this is true; but there is a spiritual speech, inaudi-
ble to the material ear, but far more beautiful, for it proceeds
from the realm of Reality. ‘“The heavens declare the glory of
God, and the firmament showeth His handiwork. Day unto day
uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. There
is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.”

The voice of the Silence is the voice of God speaking unto the
heart of man through eternal symbols and through every exist-
ing thing. Every atom in the universe is conscious intelligence
in action, in form, and sounding its own keynote, telling its own
story to those who have ears to hear.

The slogan, used by a florist, which we read on the billboards
along the highways, “Tell it in flowers,” is no sentimental ideal,
but a beautiful truth; for each flower is a messenger from God,
each bearing a different message or song.

Abdul Baha tells us: “Our spiritual perception, our inward
sight, must be opened so that we can see the signs and traces of
God’s spirit in all things; everything can speak to us of God;
everything can reflect to us the Light of the Spirit,” and, “One
endowed with the power of hearing shall hear the mysteries of
God from all things and all creation will convey to him the
Divine Message.”

What is most needed to understand this spiritual speech and
to interpret the divine messages is a listening ear and a recep-
tive heart. ‘“An angel’s wings beat at the window of every soul,
but only the listening hear and arise.”

There is no race on earth who more clearly hear the great
Voice of the Spirit speaking thru His creation than the North
American Indian. The whole world of nature is his bible and
an open book to him. Of an Indian it could never be said: “A
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yellow primrose on the brim, a yellow primrose was to him;
‘twas this and nothing more.” He would hear its song of cheer
and gather from its golden heart a message of exquisite beauty.

There is an old song which was sung by our mothers and
grandmothers: ‘“What Are the Wild Waves Saying?” which
illustrates so clearly the difference of capacity in two souls. The
brother asks: ‘“What are the wild waves saying, sister, the
whole day long? Forever amid their playing T hear but a low,
sweet song.” And the sister replies, *“'Tis but the noise of
waters dashing against the shore, etc.,” but the boy, with the
inner ear attuned to the Divine Voice, answers, “Oh, no! It is
something greater which speaks to the heart alone; 'Tis the
Voice of the Great Creator which dwells in that mighty tone.”
The sister, a child of the apparent, heard but the “noise of
waters dashing against the shore”; the brother, a son of the
Absolute, with his mystic soul, heard the “Voice of the Great
Creator which dwelt in that mighty tone.”

As man develops this inner faculty and spiritual perception,
he will realize that All is God and hear the Voice of the Abso-
lute proclaiming, “I am in all things and all places; all Truth
is My Voice; all facts My speech.”

There is a language of music of which Richard Wagner has
written: ‘‘The profoundest essence of our thoughts is unconvey-
able in direct ratio as they gain in depths and compass and thus
withdraw beyond the bounds of speech, of speech that does not
belong to our real selves, but is given us secondhand to help our
converse with the outer world. The more our thoughts depart
from this level, the more labored becomes the effort to express
them. Music is the fittest medium for the thought that cannot
be conveyed by speech, and one might well call the innermost
essence of all vision—music.”

There is a language of color, a speech all its own, of which
Beatrice Irwin has said: ‘“The rapidly increasing methods of
immaterial communication reasonably support a supposition that
we stand at the inception of a telepathic era in the history of the
race. Already we have established wireless telegraphy, wireless
telephones, and thought and color healing. It is, therefore, not
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irrational to believe that in time we will add color communication
to this list. Possibly aviation will be one of the chief stimuli to
this branch of chromatology; for with the increase of aerial
transit, vocal speech will become impossible,—we shall then
exchange thoughts by means of color codes which we will flash
to one another. Aerial conditions having reacted upon our
whole organism, we shall be more highly attuned, more etheric;
and we shall be able to regulate the radiations of our color sys-
tems as we now regulate our breath and choose our words.
Finally, all people will be able to see as well as to project these
color rays of speech. We shall radiate color as a flower exhales
perfume; and through this mobile color language we shall hold a
truly illumined intercourse. The race will then possess an auric
Esperanto which will perhaps prove to be a universal tongue,
which the world is now "seeking amid a babel of converging
civilizations and creeds.”

If there be any one who understands fully the language of
color and its divine message, it is this illumined pioneer in the
realm of color science, of which she has so poetically written:
“Color is the Law of Light; color is the spiritual speech of the
universe; color is the music of the sun.” And, “To love color
is to breathe with the universe.”

Again are we brought to the Voice of the Silence which pro-
claims: “I am in all things and in all places; all Truth is my
voice; all facts, my speech.” Blessed are those who hear and
can give back to the world thru expression these divine Realities.

As applied to man, individually, the power of expression is
his divine birthright—expression along some line. It may not
be thru audible speech, but we are told, and truly, that “actions
speak louder than words.” In both words and actions a clear
idea, or ideal, must first be formed and brought forth upon the
trinity of action: (1) ideation, (2) will, (3) doing, or
expression.

We read in the Bible that there are diverse gifts and the gift
of speech is one of them. All cannot be eloquent speakers, but
all can be eloquent doers. But the most eloquent speech, unil-
lumined by the fire of realization and spiritual power, falls with
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no lasting effect upon the ears and hearts of the listeners; while
one unlettered and unlearned, yet enkindled by the fire of the
Holy Spirit, may move a multitude and leave an everlasting
impression. To see a thing clearly, to realize its truth, and to
tell it in one’s own way, is the secret of a successful speaker.

John Ruskin has said, ‘““The more I think of it, I find this
conclusion more impressed upon me, that the greatest thing a
human soul ever does in this world is to see something clearly
and tell what it saw in a plain way. To see clearly—this is
poetry, prophecy and religion—all in one.”

We are told that the first step on the path is to have the
“listening ear”; but many go to sleep at this milepost. So long
as one aspires daily to higher forms of expression, putting one's
ideals into circulation, there is no danger of becoming deaf and
dumb spiritually. But, unless we make use of our ideals, they
are nothing but spiritual and mental anasthetics.

Michael Angelo has said: “Nothing makes the soul so pure,
so religious, as to endeavor to express something perfect; for
God is perfection and whoever strives for it, strives for some-
thing Godlike.”

Another source from which comes the power to speak or
express one's self either in music or art, speaking or writing,
is Inspiration, thru an individualized focal point. The greatest
poems or songs ever written, or pictures painted, have sprung
from a great love for some soul, or the sorrow and anguish
caused from separation. A little song entitled, “Inspiration,”
clearly illustrates this point:

“A song of love pretentious

I wrote with finished art;

It fell to earth with leaden wings
Nor found a listening heart;

1 wrote a simple melody

Of my great love for you,

And scarcely breathed it forth,

When, lo! around the earth it flew!”

As this is true on the material plane, how much more so on
the spiritual. When a great truth possesses us, fills our every
thought, and we love it beyond all else, the inspiration will follow
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to give it forth in such a blaze of glorious realizations, that all
who have ears to hear will know and understand. No need
to wonder how we will ever express it, for it will gush forth from
the heart, and from the tongue, with a convincing power that
will command attention.

Baha'o'llah has written, “In this day all must serve God with
purity and virtue. The effect of the word spoken by the teacher
depends upon his purity of purpose and his severance.” The
Ideal Lover is severed from all else save the Beloved, and from
the Heavenly Beloved One does He receive His inspiration.
Only those inspired by this Divine Love can enkindle the fire of
love in other hearts or speak with the tongue of Power.

Why are the words of Baha'o'llah and Abdul Baha so life-
giving and creative? Because they are aflame with this creative
fire of Love; and as we read and assimilate them, we, too,
become enkindled and the power of expression is <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>