




































































































































































































































































































































































JUSTICE. 119

handed justice knows no distinction of caste or wealth,
and weighed in her scales, the ignorant and despised
beggar who pilfered the food necessary to keep soul
and body together, may outweigh the unscrupulous
millionaire, who—within the limits of the law—in de-
fiance of justice, charity, and sympathy, robbed labor
of its just'reward in order to heap up the treasures he
can never carry with him to use in blibing spiritual
juries. The common conceptxon of justice, especially
among theologians, is that she is a severe and pmless
_]udge destitute of charity and sympathy. But in
truth, these are the attributes of clear-eyed, benignant
justice, who only demands that the violator of others’
rights makes due restitution, and brings forth fruits
meet for repentance; she never bars the door against
the repentant sinner, nor consigns him to endless,
unfruitful torments.

Justice never prevailed in any case wherein a hu-
man life was sacrificed for the violation of law. The
law that demands a life for a life is a relic of barbarism, .
of the Mosaic dispensation, and is a disgrace to our
statutes, No man can serve ona jury, in a case where
the penalty attached to the crime is death, without in-
curring the liability of becoming accessory to a cold-
bloeded, vindictive murder, and no legal enactments
can relieve him from the fearful responsibility. Jus-
tice only demands that the wrongdoer be prevented
from pursuing evil courses; and that such restraint be
made an educational process, to be continued until the
criminal is thoroughly reformed and fitted to become
a useful member of the community. Many criminals
are made thieves, murderers, and libertines by pre-
natal conditions over which they had no control, and
the responsibility for their going astray attaches to the
parents who conceived them in iniquity and brought
their unwelcome children into existence with the
seeds of vice implanted in their tender forms.

Justice will consider such conditions when her
judgment is formed, but human laws ignore them,

‘We should treat crime as a mental disease, contin-
uing the treatment until the disease is eradicated, and
educate the patient to be prepared to earn an honest
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living; and this accomplished, the regenerated man,
(whose birth-right was violated in being deprived
of proper generation) should be encouraged to
take his place in the ranks of worthy workers
without a stigma resting upon him to drive him again
into warfare against society.

Now our prisons and reformatory institutions are
schools of crime, over the doors of which is inscribed,
“Leave all hope behind who enter here,” and the
graduates therefrom are stigmatizéd and debarred
from the peaceful pursuit of all honorable avocations,
frequently by the machinations of the myrmidons of
law who thrive on the crimes of their fellow men,
This is neither in accordance with the Christ spirit
nor morality, and society is responsible for fostering
conditions which are incentives to crime, and for per-
mitting those it is necessary to confine for criminal
practices loose to prey upon the community without
an effort for their reformation, which ought to be the
primary object of all forcible restraint.

We have not space to enlarge upon the evident
lack of equity in our laws for the enforcement of jus-
tice.

When clear-sighted, intuitive mediumship is com-
bined with moral and inteilectual culture, we may
frequently find the possession of these qualities em-
bodying the highest truths in aphorisms that more
clearly define grand principles than lengthy and
labored essays by merely intellectual minds. In the
first spiritual journal established, The Univercelum,
a grandly inspired and cultured medium, S, B. Brittan,
defined our subject in a sentence, comprehensive and
concise, which will be appreciated by all students of
Spiritual Science, as follows:

¢ TusTICE, THE EQUILIBRIUM OF THE UNIVERSE.”
I

How grand and complete the definition! What a
vast field of thought is opened before us in this brief
sentence! We see at a glance that there can be no
harmonious relations in any physical, mental, moral,
or spiritual conditions, unless they are based upon
justice. Wisdom, charity, love are all dependent upon
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justice as the foundation upon which they must beé
based to produce harmony, which exists only in equi-
librium. Lacking this quality, the most brilliant in-
tellects, the most powerful executive abilities, may be-
come destructive to the highest interests of humanity.

We cannot conceive of a Divine Over-Soul whose
every design in the operations of the multifarious
laws of nature is not based upon justice. Believing
this, we can accept all the inscrutable and sometimes
apparently severe trials of earthly existence as in ac-
cordance with the operations of natural laws, which
are all tending to lead us upward, through suffering
and trials, and amid all the

*““Whips and scorns of time,
The oppressor's wrong, the proud man’s contumely—

we can see that divine guidance to progression out of
all darkened conditions is assured; we gain renewed
strength for the earthly conflicts wrought by blind
struggles to overcome inharmonious environments,
and can realize the grandeur of the thought expressed
by Emerson in the fragment:

*¢ Stainlesg soldier on the walls,
Knowing this,—and knows no more,—
Whoever fights, whoever falls,
Justice conquers evermore,
Justice after as before;
And he who battles on her side,
God, though he were ten times slain,
Crowns him victor glorified—
Victor over death and pain.”



CHARITY.

¢t Nothing truly can be termed mine own
But what I make mine own by using well,
Those deeds of charity which we have done
Shall stay forever with us; and that wealth
‘Which we have so bestowed, we only keep:
The other is not ours.’'—Middleton.

“Now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of
these is charity.”

The tender-hearted goddess is entitled to our deep-
est sympathy, for her name has been desecrated and
used as a mantle to cover meanness and fraud.

The ostentatious charity which is one of the most
prominent features in fashionable churches, doling out
flannels, tea, and goodies to the poor we have always
with us, is paraded as a virtue to blind people to the
iniquities which keep their poor in conditions to need
assistance. A prominent leader in the church and so-
ciety has been noted as the possessor of a magnificent
collection of diamonds, and has been highly extolled
for her many charities. We never learned that she
parted with a luxury to provide bread for the poor,
and undoubtedly if the poor had been justly paid for
the labor which produced the colossal fortune at her
command, she would have fewer diamonds, and they
would have comfortable shelter and nourishing food.
If those who assume a virtue in doling out pittances
to those who have served them faithfully could have
their conditions reversed for a time, they might realize
that charity would not be required to any great ex-
tent if the rich, in their unscrupulous efforts to be-
come richer, did not grind the poor into the depths of
poverty.

The philanthropy that pays tithes grudgingly to
the Lord, while in possession of millions, may pass for
a virtue with the unthinking; but in that upper land
where dollars hoarded are not considered of as much
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value as the farthings justly given in return for faith-
ful service, it will be largely discounted,—the sham
will be exposed. The man who grinds millions from
the necessities of his brothers and sisters, and be-
queaths it for charitable purposes, when he can no
longer gloat over his possessions, may have his
statue,—cast in symbolizing brass,—erected in terres-
trial parks, but in the celestial country the widow
who cast in her mite will have a more enduring mon-
ument in grateful hearts.

When justice prevails, there will be little need for
doling out charity; then equitable returns for labor
will comfortably provide for all necessities.

Soliciting charity has become a trade, and the im-
provident and indolent thrive upon it. Indiscriminate
giving fosters degradation, and the sot who can beg a
dime for a dram will not work while money can be
had for lying. ¢ Be just before you are generous,” is
considered a sensible axiom, but “ Be just in all your
dealings,” is the motto of justice, and, if adopted as a
rule of life, would do away with the necessity of
charity, except in the cases of the unfortunate, (who
do not infest the highways as professional mendi-
cants,) and they ought to have their neccssities pro-
vided for in a tender, considerate manner, and assisted
to positions where they can help themselves.

True charity assists the unfortunate, and never lets
the left hand know what the right hand doeth; but it
never panders to vice, nor encourages the professional
beggars, who ought, if able to work, to be made to
earn their bread. Public charity has become a fine
art, in the church and in the beggar’s school; its
sacred name is used, in the first instance, to disguise
ostentation and self-glorification, and in the second to
deceive the unwary, and procure a livelihood under
false pretentions. Charitable fairs, as generally con-
ducted, ars swindling affairs, whereby young ladies
are taught to deck themselves out in the.most attrac-
tive manner, and by seductive wiles and unscrupulous

- practices allure visitors to pay absurd prices for silly

trifles; or by grab bags, lotteries, and raffles foster a
love of gambling quite as reprehensible as that in-
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dulged in at the hells of Monte Carlo. If the means
expended in dress and expensive preparations for the
hollow shams of fashionable fairs and charity balls,
(from which the poor are excluded as rigorously as
from the house of the Lord dedicated to the worship
of a poor medium who had not where to lay his head,)
were to be judiciously used to alleviate suffering, the
contributions for charitable purposes would be much
larger, and greater good would be accomplished; but
the frivolous, ostentatious Pharisees would object to
losing such opportunities for parading elegant cos-
tumes and jewels, under the shallow pretence of love
for the poor whose presence they would consider low
and contaminating.

- “When thow doest thine alms, do not sound a
trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do, in the
synagdodues and in the streets, that they may
have glory of men. Verily, I say unto yow, they
have their reward.”

The charity exercised in judgment of others must
be based upon justice, and not perverted to palliate
or condone their practices of evil, until they have
brought forth fruits meet for repentance. Weak sen-
timentality is not charity, and that which encourages
persistence in wrong doing can not be a virtue. If
we, in the sacred name of charity, countenance those
who persist in evil practices, we degrade a virtue to
serve vice, and are in some degree responsible for the
continuance in evil courses of the sinner. ¢ The
wages of sin is death,” and it is the truest charity to
make sin harder to endure than honorable living.
Mankind is in search of happiness, and the ignorant
or base must be taught in a charitable spirit that true
happiness can only be found in the paths of virtue
and honesty. Thz mission of charity in dealing with
a sinner was beautifully illustrated in the injunction
to the woman taken in adultery,—“Neither do I con-
demn thee. Go and sin no more.” The wrong was
not condoned, and continuance in sin was forbidden.
It may be said the same teacher enjoined upon his
followers the forgiveness of sins, even to the extent
of seventy times seven, and if the coat be taken
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away, to give the cloak also, but this would be equiv-
alent to offering premiums for injustice, and an entire
perversion of the practice of charity or self-justice.

We have had innumerable instances of the gross
perversion of charity on the part of weak, credulous,
or vicious Spiritists, who condone the tricks of un-
scrupulous mediums, and thereby encourage them in
their unholy work. This readiness to excuse and pal-
liate the most diabolical frauds which can be perpe-
trated upon earnest investigators, who are perhaps
suffering from the loss of earthly companions, and
who are searching for the comforting assurances
which can only be gained through a knowledge of
spirit communion, has brought unmerited disgrace
upon the cause of Spiritualism, and furnished its ene-
mies with the most potent arguments they have
against the grandest unfoldment of the age. Our
sympathies should be extended to the deceived, rather
than to the deceiver

Charity is said to cover a multitude of sins, which
may be true in some degree; but it never is an ac-
complice of sinners, and its proper and just mission is
to kindly point the way to a higher life, to brighter
conditions; and in dealing with those who have gone
astray in mediumship, to assist them to overcome evil
influences, and to firmly insist upon the discontinuance
of all trifling and duplicity in presenting the physical
or mental phenomena in which the most sacred senti-
ments and dearest hopes of humanity are involved,
and in all the relations of life to observe that Golden
Rule which should be the underlying principle of all
our dealings with others:

“WHATSOEVER YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO
YOU, DO YE EVEN SO TO THEM.



SYMPATHY.

‘* Like warp and woof all destinies

Are woven fast,

Linked in sympathy like the keys
Of an organ vast:

Pluck one thread, and the web ye mar;
Break but one

Of a thousand keys, and the paining jar
Through all will run.”

—J. G. Whittier.

The music of the spheres,—the stars singing to-
gether in unison,—is a poetical and beautiful illustra-
tion of the harmonious action of the law of sympathy
in inanimate nature. In the spiritual spheres, the ten-
der, considerate current of sympathy is the tie which
links spirit to spirit, inspiring those who are advanced
in spiritual unfoldment to seek the elevation and to
alleviate the miseries of those who are still environed
with the burdens and carking cares incident to human
existence. The sympathetic words of comfort or ad-
vice are far more potent than severity or harshness,
in unsealing the fountains of goodness which lie with-
in every human breast, however deeply they may be
covered or choked up by the inherited or acquired
vices of the individual; for none are so debased as to
be entirely destitute of that divine spark which is
surely destined some time to be kindled into action,
and become a glorious light which will serve to illumi-
nate the pathway of those still in bondage to selfish-
ness and vice; for ‘“all destinies are woven fast,”” and
all are to finally be woven into one fabric of higher
life; this is in accordance with the laws of evolution,
and of spiritual progression, which make all the world
akin.

The truest sympathy is not a weak sentimentalism
which apologizes for and condones wrong, for the
kindest service we can render to others, sometimes, is

to urge the weakling to rise above depressing physi-
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cal or mental conditions and thereby acquire the
strength to encounter and overcome difficulties and
temptations, which can never be gained while our
burdens are borne by others. Exercise is as necessary
for the cultivation of our mental and spiritual powers
as it is for the development of physical strength; and
the kindest, truest manifestations of sympathy are
those that strengthen others to help themselves. Here-
in is the highest mission eof the twin virtues of charity
and sympathy. Misplaced sympathy and kindness
are frequently a positive injury to the recipient.

In the early days of her public mediumship, our
companion received an illustration of this truth from
an old friend and co-worker, Ed. S. Wheeler. See-
ing her exhausted by her sympathetic labors, he said:
“You must be just to yourself, and use judgment in
the exercise of your mediumship or you will wear
yourself out and become unable to help yourself or
others. One bitter cold night, I saw a man lying in
the gutter asleep. I shook him kindly and tried to
persuade him to get up, but he would not stir. A
policeman came up, gave the man a kick to arouse
him, and made him get up and go home. My kind
words had no effect, but the policeman’s kick prob-
ably saved the man from freezing to death.” The
lesson was homely, but salutary. The value of sym-
pathy which is not pacticed in all the relations of life
may be questioned. Many young women will lounge
in parlors, and shed sympathetic tears over the woes
of imaginary heroines, while the mother toils in the
kitchen in weariness that is real. Silly sentimentality
is not sympathy but drivelling weakness—a vice fre-
quently pesing as a virtue.

True sympathy leads to efforts to promote the
comfort and happiness of others, not only in deed but
in words of kindness; it wipes away the tears of those
that weep, inspires them with fresh courage to en-
counter the trials of life, and rejoices with those who
rejoice.

There is no human heart, which is not soured and
cynical, but longs for sympathy as the thirsty hart
pants for the running breok; none but needs to fee]
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the gentle touch of sympathy that gives assurance of
appreciation, and of kinship to the good and true.
The expression of kindly interest is sometimes of
greater help than the mere bestowal of alms, and one
must indeed be poor in spirit who withholds a kind
word from the struggling and disconsolate. Sym-
pathy is the mark of true politeness, a characteristic
of all the nobility of character which distinguishes the
true lady and gentleman from the boor, whether clad
in silks and broadcloth, or calico and fustian.

Harshness repels and hardens; sympathy attracts
and softens; symbolized by the man in the fable.

The biting blasts of censure only make the trans-
gressor draw the cloak of sin more closely around
him, but the genial rays of the sun of love and sym-
pathy loosen the cloak, and he is persuaded to discard
that which encumbers him.

(v ‘7 ‘,rv
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THE POWER AND PROPER EXERCISE OF WILL.

Will is the expression of the Supreme Architect
of the Universe. The Divine will, acting through
natural laws, directs the courses of the planets, and
keeps them in harmonious relations, one with another;
each one in all the celestial host moving in accord-
ance with law.

The human will, when wisely directed and acting
in harmony with natural laws, surmounts all obstacles,
and brings success, though fettered by the most un-

- favorable conditions. As our will is directed wisely,

persistently, and patiently, or weakly and with inde-
cision, depends the success or failure of all our under-
takings, The man who persists with a strong will is
the leader among men. He pierces mountains, spans
continents with the iron bands which bind people in
mutual interests, and draws wealth from the fountains
of mother nature; while he who is deficient in will
power supinely waits for something to turn up in his
favor, and becomes a drone and a burden upon so-
ciety. The soldier who wisely marks out his course,
and determines to “ fight it out on this line, if it takes
all summer,” is the one who wins in the battle of life.

The power of will over physical weakness was
grandly illustrated during the wearisome months
while the nation, with anxious, sympathetic hearts,
watched the grand struggles to correct the errors into
which his. confidence in treacherous and dishonest
friends had led General Grant, who, while the agony
of a fatal and painful disease was constantly consum-
ing his vitality, demonstrated the power of mind over
matter, and completed the writings which were to
provide means to protect his creditors, and support
for his loved ones. when his eartaly labors were ended.
Emerson says, “ There is always room for a man of
force; and he makes room for many. Society is a
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troop of thinkers, and the best heads among them
take the best places.”

Through all the varied experience of a checkered
and eventful life—rising frem obscurity to the high-
est earthly pesitions—in no instance was the grandeur
of the power of will, patience and integrity of char-
acter better shown, than during those weeks of suffer-
ing at Mount Gregor; and the lesson conveyed there-
by was more valuable to humanity, in a spiritual sense,
than in all the splendid triumphs of battle fields, or in
the highest position in our country. The man of force
who had made room for many, and had held the best
places, rose superior to all his former positions, and
became a grand exemplar of the power of will over
adverse circumstances when wisely directed,

Demosthenes, embarrased with an impediment of
speech, was driven in derision from the rostrum, but
his indomitable will and perseverance enabled him to
overcome all physical disabilities; and now we can
pay no higher compliment to modern oraters than to
couple: their names favorably with that of the stutter-
ing Greek.

The story is familiar to every school-boy, but the
power of will and of self-control manifested by Sir
Isazc Newton will bear many repetitions, and conveys
a beautiful lesson. When his favorite dog, in his ab-
sence, upset a candle, and the flames consumed the
manuscripts, which were the products of years of la-
bor, he did not sit down supinely in despair, but, after
the mild rebuke, ¢ Fido, thou little knowest the mis-
chief thou hast done,” he patiently began, although
debilitated in health, to again prepare the writings
which were to add to the treasures of science,

By the patient exercise of will in minoraffairs are
we fitted for grander achievements; and only by such
cultivation of our powers can we hope to gain the as-
cendency over material obstacles or physical allure-
ments, and rise to the heights where the spiritual na-
ture predominates. The man who wills to do right,
whatever may be the material consequences, never
shrinks from pursuing the path of duty, even if it
leads to the stake, and never counts the cost, when

=
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principle is involved. ‘“ Ever the right comes upper-
most.”  Future generations erect statues to the
Brunos who give their lives as sacrifices upon the al-
tar of truth, but look with pity and contempt upon
the Peters who sacrifice the truth, rather than endure
the censure of the world.

A strong will, held in subjugation to reason, and
exerted in the spirit of justice and charity, is a benef-
icent power, spreading abroad its uplifting influences
for humanity; and was beautifully exemplified in the
practical humanitarian work of M. Godin, in establish-
ing the Familistere at Guise, France, which is a
magnificent monument to the will and wisdom of its
founder, who deserves more honors for his unselfish
labors for the working-pecple of his country, than has
ever been awarded to the potentates who have reared
their thrones at the sacrifice of their down-trodden
and suffering subjects. His noble work, which his in-
domitable will and energy carried to the heights of
grand achievements despite the opposition of family
and foes, entitles him to a brighter and more enduring
crown than ever decked the brow of the “ Man of
Destiny,”” whose selfish ambitious will drenched the
fair fields of France with the blood of its brave child-
ren.

In one of the most eventful and momentous strug-
gles for the supremacy of right over wrong our coun-
try has ever passed through, the power of will, wisely
directed in tireless and unselfish labors for the eleva-
tion of humanity, was grandly demonstrated in the
works of the anti-slavery laborers in their efforts to
relieve the union of states from the foul blot of human
slavery. Against the most powerful combination of
selfish, unscrupulous capitalists, obsequious clergy, and
a domineering slave-oligarchy, they staked their lives,
reputations,wealth, and ease in behalf of an oppressed
and cruelly wronged race, whose only offense was
that their remote ancestors were Africans.

1t is a striking evidence of the glorious lxbexallzmg
tendency of Spiiitualism, that nenly all the '‘most ac-
tive leaders in this grand struggle for justice were be-
lievers in the truth of spirit communion; and it is
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quite reasonable to suppose that their belief served to
strengthen their purposes, and attract the powerful
help of unseen influences to aid in carrying on their
grand work to a successful conclusion; for the seen
and unseen worlds are so intimately blended, that
every good work attempted in the mundane sphere of -
life attracts the aid of the wise and powerful influen-
ces from the supernal spheres; and the more fully we .
understand this truth and live spiritual lives, the
greater will be the assistance in all good works ren-
dered by those who, having risen above the clouds of
earthly environments which obscure the spiritual
sight, are fitted to inspire receptive minds with plans
for the accomplishment of all laudable efforts for the
enfranchisement of humanity from unjust oppressions,
and for the cultivation of higher spirituality in those
who have risen to conditionis where they aspire to at-
tainments. above the desires of those still bound in the
thralls of sensual and material ambitions. Then in
truth, will we walk hand in hand with angels, and

“THE PURE IN HEART SHALL SEE Gob.”
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