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REINCARNATION.
T have been asked whether Spiritualism toadies rein
carnation. It does not.
This is a dogma that has been handed down from an
age of ignorance, a time when savage man knew nothing
about the laws of heredity. Among many savage tribes
today it is still the custom, when a child is born, for its
relatives to hold a council and decide which one of its an
cestors iias taken possession of and is living in its body.
The decision is made from the resemblance of the chi hi to
some dead ancestor. This doctrine has been a leading fea
ture of Brahmanism from a remote period of time. It was
accepted as true by Buddha who wove it into an elaborate
ethical system. It was in India that Madame Blavatsky
studied it and incorporated it in a system from which mod
el'll Theosophy has been developed,
Spiritualism teaches that man’s individuality not only
persists after death, but that in the spirit world as in this
he is ever trying to adjust his life to his environment—
ever trying to attain happiness. By his individuality I
mean his form and faculties. These develo]) from a germ,
mind and body unfolding together in the general likeness
of the parents. Spiritualism teaches that should the germ
die, even at an early stage of its growth, the spirit of the
child continues to grow and unfold in the land where death
is not. It grows there in accordance with that potent ial
force given it by its parents, but is modi lied, of course, by
its education and environment. If the individuality of the
unborn child persists to that extent after death, we have
reason to believe that the spirit of man will never die.
I cannot imagine a spirit being reiin^rnated without
losing its individuality; if it did not, the child would not
resemble its parents. If its individuality is lost it gains
nothing by being reincarnated.
Through different mediums, I have conversed with
sphits who were uniformly truthful in matters concerning
which I could test their veracity, and proved, in various
ways, that they came to impart health, strength and hap
piness to mortals. When such spirits told me that they
had departed this life many thousands of years ago and
that they had never been reincarnated and never knew
anybody who had been, why should I doubt their word?
They would certainly know it if one of their associates left
them foy the purpose of reincarnation.
It may 'be that lower forms of life lose their individuality
after death. On that subject we should not dogmatize.
But if we accept the phenomena of Spiritualism as proof
that man retains his individuality alter death, then we
must also accept them as disproving reincarnation so tar as
that doctrine applies to man.
The following is from a lengthy article on reincarnation,
by Prof. J. R. Buchanan:
“The reincarnation hypothesis seems to be hedged
around with insurmountable obstacles on all sides. To
establish the theory . . .
we must deny that the fa
ther and mother can produce offspring at all, without the
assistance of some stray spirit, anti if human beings cannot,
neither can animals.
“ There is an equally fatal obstacle to reincarnation in
the moral aspect of the question, for unless we take the in
sane view that all life on earth is barren and must be re
cruited from the tribes of wandering spirits, we may ask
by what right does the reincarnating spirit thrust itself
into a family unasked, eject the rightful offspring, and put
itself in the placel Wherein does such an act differ from
prenatal robbery and murder? What right has the burglar
spirit to come back to life in this manner, destroying a life
to indulge a depraved taste for turning back in its evolu
tion and abandoning the realms of purity and wisdom?
The basest of the bird species is the cuckoo, which inserts
its own eggs in the nests of other birds, to destroy their
offspring. Reincarnation asserts the existence of cuckoo
spirits, and in its most extravagant form degrades all
spirits to that dishonorable level. It is a pessimistic
theory, which denies the creative benevolence, and dark
ens the entire aspect of destiny.
“I attach no importance to the argument that the con
tinuance of future life depends upon the eternity of past
existence, as that which has a beginning must also have an
ending, and therefore an immortal existence cannot have a
beginning. This is a superficial view. The mortal body
which begins in conception and gestation comes to an end,
but the immortal spirit Is from the eternal or Divine, and
returns towards its origin, expanded by growth in earthlife, in which it has been continually assimilating the
Divine element through both the terrestrial and the spirit
ual environment.
“The physical body is as immortal as the spiritual, yet
its immortality is not in the form of a human body, but as
material elements, recognized by chemistry, whlie the
spiritual being, nobler in nature, continues its existence as
a perfect organization not subject to that decomposition
which is due to chemical affinities.
“Its elementary existence did not absolutely begin on

earth, for its spiritual elements are eternal. And as the
spirit returns up to the spirit world, so does the matter of
the body return to the material world. Its organization
which had a beginning was temporary, but Its constituent
atoms are permanent. If they have an ending as matter
we do not know it. Thus does the argument for pro exis
tence of spirits vanish into nothingness when critically
examined.
“There is no fully developed spirit ever incarnated from
any source. Life does not first appear in matter as a fully
developed spirit. It comes as a germ and grows into full
development. It grows through life and continues grow
ing in the spirit realm, whether it is translated thither as
a child or sus an adult. The growth of the spirit like the
growth of a seed, is the fact which superficial thinkers have
overlooked. Traced back we find the spiritual germ in
the spermatozoa as much the product of the parent as any
other secretion.
I do not perceive that reincarnationists have ever de
manded a rational proof before accepting their theory.
They should demand positive evidence that some intelligent spirit had abandoned the spirit-world, and cannot be
heard of in spirit-life; that some mortal can give a full
account of the details of his former existence, and manifest
the possession of his old spiritual identity and capacities;
that children should develop regardless of the laws of
heredity, and become able to reveal their former life on
earth as in heaven, and that intelligent spirits should give
a rational narrative of the lives through which they have
passed, capable of being verified. If none of tlie-ie things
are possible, the reincarnation theory as commonly pre
sented must be classed among delusions.
“ In the dreary treadmill round of reincarnation the
sublime purposes of creation are defeated. Our weary lifestruggle is ended, only to begin another, and the glorious
progress in love and wisdom of the higher life is continu
ally arrested to renew the debasing influences of life on
earth, amid the selfishness, the struggles and wars, the
sickness, crime and suffering of half-developed humanity.
“ Not such is the law of evolution and progress, which
assures a grander future for nations on the earth, and the
fruition of all our hopes in the spirit life which advances
toward the divine.”
W. B. VV.
jt jc
SAUL, SAMUEL AND THE WOMAN OF ENDOR.
Whenever I read the account of the “sitting” which
Saul had with the woman of Endor, and also read of the
events which led up to that affair, I cannot help thinking
that the mediums in those days had pretty much the same
experiences that they have now, and that among the Spirit
ualists then there were some who were as ungrateful, cow
ardly and unprincipled as any that can be found in modern
times.
Saul was only a common mule-driver till a medium dis
covered him, anointed him and made him a king. lie
had absolutely nothing to recommend him for that position
except his stature. The Bible (1 Sam. 9:2) says “ From
liis shoulders upward he was higher than any of the
people,” and from his shoulders downward I suppose he
extended far enough for his feet to touch the ground.' I
imagine he looked something like ex-Senator I'effer, and
acted like him towards those who placed him in office.
“ And the asses of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost, and'
Kish said to Saul, his son, Take now one of the servants
with thee, and arise, go seek the asses.” And so Saul
arose, and instead of going to the neaiest printing office
and getting some bills struck offering a reward for the
return of the asses', he went wandeiing “ through Mount
Ephraim, and passed through the land of Shalisha, but
they found them not.” So they went through the land of
Shalim, and when “they were come to the land of Zupli,
Saul got uneasy lest his father would think they were lost
as well as the asses. Then he happened to remember that
there was a medium in the city. The Bible don’t state
how he learned that fact, but I presume he read it in one
of the daily papers under the head, “ Clairvoyant.” News
paper men were just as much confused then as now in re
gard to the name that should be given to one who gets mes
sages from spirits; for the 9th verse of the chapter telling
about Saul’s search for the asses reads as follows: “ Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God,
thus he spake, Come, let us go to a seer; for he that is now
called a prophet was beforetime called a seer.” I will say,
incidentally, that a god in Saul’s time meant a departed
human spirit, for when the woman of Endor saw the spirit
of Samuel and other spirits she said: “I saw gods ascend
ing from the earth.” But to resume: The medium or
prophet whom Saul wanted to see was Samuel, but he did
not know where to find him. Some school girls told him
he was in town, but they could not give his street number.
It appears that Samuel was clairaudient, the spirits talked
to him. “ Now the Lord (some spirit) had told Samuel in
his ear a day before Saul came, saying: tomorrow about
this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benja
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min,” etc. “ And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said
unto him, behold the man whom I spake to thee of.”
Then Saul asked Samuel where the seer lived, and Samuel
said “ I am the seer. Then Samuel proceeded to give him
a “test.” lie told him he need not worry any more about
his asses which had been “ lost tnroe days ago,” for “ they
are found.” Samuel was clairvoyant as well as clairau
dient. Then Samuel took Saul into the pat lor and ordered
the cook to set a shoulder before him for him to eat. It
seems as if Saul was always hungry when he went to a
medium, and the mediums always treated him better than
anybody else did—better, I think, than he deserved; for,
after he became a king, he ordered them all to be killed.
But one, at least, escaped death—the woman of Endor,
and notwithstanding Saul’s hostility to ■mediums this
good woman overlooked it all, and when Saul came to her
for a sitting, she killed a fat calf and cooked it and with
her own hands made bread and gave them to him to eat.
She ought to have used a broomstick on him. Well, to
cut the story short, Samuel poured oil over Sad and made
him ruler over Israel. For a while Saul did pretty well in
his new position, but, like many of our modern office
holders, he thought more about the spoils of victory than
lie did the good of the people. This displeased the Lord,
Samuel’s guide, and Samuel told Saul pretty plainly what
the Lord thought of him, and then they parted. Before
doing so, however, Samuel made a prophecy that Saul’s
kingdom would be rent, and to illustrate the prophecy,
Samuel “laid hold of the skirt of his mantle, and it rent.”
Years passed ami Samuel was dead. Saul’s power de
clined and Samuel’s prophecy was coming true. Being in
sore distress he wanted to consult a medium. Now it is a
singular fact that when a person is in a position to help a
a medium he never does it, but when he is in trouble he
will seek assistance from one of those whom he in his pride
had scorned. So was it with Saul. In the height of his
power and glory he had ordered the mediums to be de
stroyed, but when his power was leaving him, he disguised
himself one dark night, and sneaking out the back door,
into the dark alleys and by-streets, went to the home of
the woman of Emlor. Wasn’t that a grand seance? Saul’s
disguise wouldn’t work worth a cent. The woman knew
him almost immediately. “ Then said the woman, whom
shall I bring up to thee? And he said, “ Bring me up
Samuel.” Fretty soon the woman saw the gods or spirits,
and she said to him: “An old man eometh up and he is
covered with a mantle, and Saul perceived that it was
Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and
bowed himself.”
He remembered Samuel’s prophecy
made many years before, and how Samuel had illustrated
it by tearing his mantle! That was a test as good as any
modern medium can give. Later in the sitting, the woman
went under control, or else Samuel materialized, for he
spoke to Saul direct, using pretty much the same language
that he used before they parted for the last time. But he
said further that Saul and his sons would fall in battle the
next day, which they did.
AMALEK.
¿c
FOOD AS A METER,OF VIBRATION.
In the wise economy of things it is ordained that vast
bodies shall move as a mass. Hence the progress of the
human race is very slow. Here and there an individual
escapes in some degree from the vibratory movement of
his fellow-men, and, lo, a Christ—a light-giver.
By virtue of proper conditions, prepared for long before
hand, these illuminated souls are more in harmony and
rytlim with heavenly or etherean hosts than with the lower
orders of earth, whose lives beat to a baser measure than
their own.
Many of the painful experiences of gifted minds is for
the sole purpose of separating them for a time from a full
connection with those who must be taught, and whose need
is the wisdom caught by intermedial souls from higher
spheres.
By sorrow, by seeming shame, by man’s injustice, and
by their own individual co-operation in course of time,
these teachers, or Christs, come into unison with higher
beings by their separation from the common pulse of the
plodding race.
Food is means of uniting or separating men and their
sympathies, who eat alike and feel alike to a great degree.
Hence, the prophets, the wise of all ages, have been en
joined to fast, to abstain from the food of the multitude.
In this way the magnetic bonds between them and the
grosser orders were weakened and severed. VVe have but
to consider carefully what is the food of those who struggle
as beasts with one another to tabulate men as to their food.
Every article of diet, by virtue of its existence, registers or
measures a certain impulse or degree of power.
That which is finest is found highest above the earth in
its growth. Hence fruits and nuts fed by sun and dew
swinging above the earth in the dear, sunset air, are the
highest form of food of which man can yet partake.
The body, fed by such food, comes in unison with heavContinued on 4th page.
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LIFE’S BEAUTIFUL SONG.
Oh, might not this life he a beautiful song
If our souls could be sure right were never judged wrong?
If the thoughts which lie white in the depths of the heart
Could be read as they are, by the same magic art.
W# should all be more loving, and tender and true,
And life wore a beautiful song—if we knew.
If we surely could know it were not counted vice,
When the warmth of the eye docs uot shimmer through ice;
When pure thoughts fly, singing sweet words through our
lips,
And love’s life flows ungloved off from warm finger tips.
Then we all were more angel-like, tender and true,
And life were a beautiful song, if we knew.
I wonder sometimes if the angels of light
In God’s dwellings, are puzzled with wrong and with right;
And if fear hushes all spontaneity low
In white breasts, folded over by rollings of snow;
Or, is there such dearth there of passion and wrong
That life may break out in love’s beautiful song?
I know not, but when somewhat splendid or dear
Passes near, and I gaze with a prayer and a tear,
And hush down in my heart with a shiver of pain,
•Which silently offers its praises full fain
I wish not of mortal had ever done wrong,
That life might be as true as a beautiful song.
Brave hearts growing faint, like to heroes half slain,
Would but holily bless, who would balm off this pain;
Yet we tremble, and wait, and our feet will not go,
While our hearts only sigh under covers of snow;
But we look up to God with this prayer in our eyes,
“ Will not life be a beautiful song in the skies?’’
Emma Rood Tuttle.
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THE RELIGION THE WORLD NEEDS TO-DAY.
It is well to pause in our mad rush through life and see
where we are. It behooves us in this early morning of the
twentieth century to let our minds wander awhile away
from self and self-interest alone to the great world of hu
manity about us and study awhile the interest of those
who need our good thoughts and our good deeds today to
help them in their struggles up life’s rugged way.
Too long have we wandered along the road of least re
sistance and gathered the fruit by the way into our own
garners regardless of the hungry and suffering ones about
us who could not reach so high as we, and often, let it be
Said to our shame, have we pushed the weaker ones aside
who were struggling for the things they so much
stood in need of. In this opulent world there is plenty
for all, and the time has come when the struggle for
self alone should cease and each individual become his
brother’s keeper; when man should feel a warmth of love
and sympathy in his heait for all humanity and let his ef
forts be in the direction of the greatest good to the greatest
number always.
After fifteen hundred years of nominal Christianity
what is the condition of the world? Our jails, penitentia
ries, almshouses and hospitals are full. Wars, and rumors
of wars are all over the world. Want and poverty stalk
like grim phantoms through the land and sit like spectres
by the fireside of a large per cent, of the human family
even in our own beloved America. Intemperance has
planted its workshops in every city, town and hamlet in
Christendom and has marked millions of homes with the
sign of the skull and crossbones, claiming them for its
victims. Houses of ill-fame are everywhere and young,
beautiful innocent girls are yearly sacrificed upon the altar
of lust and, gold. And over it all, gross, crass materialism
seeks to spread its hopelessness like a pall and to drape the
human soul in the sable garments of eternal night.
This is a terrible array of evils, and in scanning them
ovei one would think there was no room left in the world
for anything good, pure and beautiful. Yet while the
darkest day hangs over us, the sun shines somewhere and
even behind the dark clouds of night the stars gleam with
unchanging light. So let us not despair, but looking over
the field and viewing the harvest, let us resolve to labor
earnestly for the removal of the thorns and thistles and to
grow in their stead the beautiful golden grain.
Since man’s religion has had more to do with moulding
his mind and character than anything else it is reasonable
to suppose that his present condition is the natural out
growth of religious and social systems. And he to-day
is the product of the religious training he has received
in the theological schools of the past.
y
If Christianity, so-called, with all its pomp and
power, with its long reign of nearly two thousand years,
cannot rid the world of its errors, but only joins in multi

plying them, then something must of necessity take its
place and accomplish what it has failed to do; for, between
the orthodox insanity and the materialistic inanity things
are far from being in a desirable condition in the world to
day. “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven” seems a long way off, though many centuries
have rolled by since the master taught that prayer to his
followers.
All institutions have their day, then pass away to give
place to something better. This is the history of nations,
governments arid religions and what is called Christianity
cannot hope to escape the common fate of all. Then what
shall take its placet Certainly that which is most needed
in the affairs of mankind, that which will supply every
want of the human soul and clear up the mistakes and dis
sipate the errors of the past and present. And I declare
unto you that that something is Spiritualism.
Then it may be asked how can Spiritualism rectify the
evils before mentioned and help the world to better things?
It has already answered that question to a great extent not
withstanding the short time its beautiful influence has been
felt among the children of earth. For instance, looking
over the records and statistics, wo notice the important
fact that a very small per cent, of the inmates of penitenitiarles are Spiritualists. Among 2,00U prisoners, as was
recently shown by a prominent Spiritualist, there was not
one Spiritualist, and of the 10,000 inmates of insane asy
lums in Pennsylvania only six were Spiritualists. That
the orthodox churches furnish the largest number accord
ing to the membership to the penitentiaries and insane
asylums, is a well known fact; Unitarians and Universalists a small per cent, and Spiritualists least of all in pro
portion to their number in the world. Less than 1-I 0 th of
1 per cent, of the insane are Spiritualists.
It, has also been shown that an overwhelming majority
of the insane are made so from religious excitement,
from overwork and worry and that liquor drinking has
been the main factor in filling jails and penitentiaries.
Now, Spiritualism does away with religious excitement and
fanaticism, clearing up to a great extent the mysteries of
life and death; places reason on her high throne and bids her
rule supreme; and,in teaching the all-important lesson, Man,
know thyself, bidding him unfold the kingdom of God
within him so that lie may know the truth of the assertion,
“Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,” ceasing to
worry and fret about the future, and learn to trust his own
power, and believe in the opulence of the universe of which
he is a very important part,and that in due time all his earn
est desires, which are but promises of their fulfill
ment, will be paid to him even to the last farthing, it
removes the two greatest causes of insanity; for, I want to
say that worry, the awful and dreadful feeling which creeps
over the soul, making us fear some great calamity we know
scarcely what, has brought more furrows to the brow, min
gled more gray hairs with tjie jet and gold, and dethroned
more often the human mind than any other one thing, and
the teaching that will remove this will have done much
toward saving the world. Teach man his importance, his
grand possibilities, his oneness with the universal life, in
stead of that which has made him what he is, viz: that he
is a poor weak worm of the dust, nothing of himself, and
not worthy to lisp the name of his maker. When we con
sider how this doctrine has been dinned into his ears for
ages we are not surprised that he has become a weakling,
for “as a man tliinketh in his heart so is he.”
Then the great question of how to rid the world ot in
temperance may find its solvent in Spiritualism. If there
were a race of people so educated and spiritualized that
they would not desire drink, then the curse would die of
itself. There are thousands of refined and spiritual men
and women for whom dr ink has no fascination whatever.
Then if some have reached this plane, may not all do so?
It is reasonable to suppose so and the religion of the soul,
the religion that spiritualizes is the one that will bring
about this result. If Spiritualists are above the plane of
the drunkard, the thief, the murderer and are not to be
found among them, then the sooner the whole human fam
ily become Spiritualists and spiritual the better.
O But what of hospitals? Can Spiritualism - empty them.
Certainly it can. Spiritualism teaches us to heal the sick
by the laying on of hands and by the prayer of faith, prov
ing beyond a doubt the truth of the assertion of Jesus of
Nazareth: “Where two of you agree on earth as touching
anything they shall ask it shall be done for them of my
Father which is in heaven.”
Also, these signs shall follow them that believe, they
shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover, etc.
And the thousands of wounded soldiers lying and dying
within the hospitals would not be there for Spiritualism
would never tolerate war, but its cry always is for peace
and harmony, and when Spiritualism has the power in the
political world which the church has today and has long
possessed there will be no moie wars, or rumors of wars,
but the angel of peace will spread her white wings over the
world and joy shall reign on earth and good will among
men. And when woman shall be lifted from under the
curse of manmade laws, from under the ban placed upon
her by a church which taught her inferiority to man, on
account of “ the original sin” and when her sister woman
will reach the hand of love and kindness to her no matter
what her station in life may be, then will she be saved from
the ranks of the fallen and the woman wearing the scarlet
brand will be a thing of the past. More women go wrong
on account of poverty than from any other cause and not
until Spiritualism demanded the equality of woman on
the public rostrum and elsewhere, and pleaded her cause

before the bar of justice, could a lost woman be reclaimed.
Though she might repent in sack cloth and ashes and come
groping in penitential tears knocking at the door of society,
yet she would bo spurned with contempt from its portals;
and the dear, good sisters of the church, while professing
to follow him who was a friend to woman, would not allow
her to touch the hem of their immaculate garments lest
they might be soiled, nor reach the hand of help lest their
own become containinated with her touch. More than one
Hagar has been set adrift in the wilderness of life with her
infant child to perish and thousands of Mary Magdalencs
have wandered over tins Christian world where dwelt the
disciples of him who cast the evil spirits from that ancient
Magdalene and helped her to a purer and higher life, yet
no kindly word was spoken nor no sympathetic token came
to lift them from the depths. But this is the century of
woman and Spiritualism, and when the great readjustment
of human affairs, already begun under the leadership of
angels, shall have been accomplished on earth, the causes
of evils shall be removed. But just so long as there are
thousands of women and girls working for less than thirty
cents a day out of which they must pay for board and
clothing, there will be women found who will barter their
virtue for gold.
Under the new reign of spi i ituality, pride, arrogance
and selfishness shall have no part nor lot. Every woman
will consider herself her sister’s keeper and all will be one
in the holy spirit of righteousness. And the religion
which has power to empty jails, penitentiaries, insane
asylums, hospitals and houses of ill fame, will be the re
ligion of the future, and that is the one needed in the world
today.
Fifty-three years ago doubt, despair and infidelity hung
like a dark gloom over the earth. “The world was full of
the farewells of the dying,” and Rachael’s weeping for
their children and would not be consoled because they
thought they were not, when Spiritualism made its appear
ance upon the scene, rapping, rapping, rapping at the
doors of human hearts and earthly homes, and since that
time its holy sanct ifying influence has been felt all over the
world, and it is slowly but surely uprooting every evil and
righting everp wrong of earth. It deals not in forms and
ceremonies where the heart is not concerned nor its devo
tees of the whited sepulcher kind, but with lessons of the
highest moral culture and spiritual unfoldment the angels
come and breathe blessings upon earth’s children and help
them to tit themselves for the higher walks of life.
O,
the world needs Spiritualism and spirituality.
“ For to be spiritually minded is life and peace, but to be
carnally minded is death.”
Then when this new dispensation shall come upon the.
earth, when Spiritualism’s bright star of hope shall gleam1
in the sky of every wanderer here, poverty, sickness and
crime with all attendant evils shall pass like a shadow, and
earth’s children shall sing in one joyful strain that shall
echo ’round the world and through the arches of the sunlighted sky to be caught up by the angels and re-echoed
again and again the song of liberty, love and praise.
3
CONFUCIUS.
Wu Ting-fang, China’s minister plenipotentiary to the
United States, said:
“Twenty-four centuries have rolled by since Confucius
walked this earth. His influence is as great today among
his countrymen as it ever was before. Never was his
name held in greater veneration than it is now. Through
out the length and breadth of the Chinese empire, every
where are temples erected in his memory.
“Every schoolboy acknowledges him as the supreme
teacher of the Chinese race. His spirit pervades a nation
of 400 ,000 ,000, and his word is recognized as law to the
most august emperor on the throne, as well as to the mean
est peasant at the plow. Thus is Confucius enthroned in
the hearts of his countrymen.”—Boston Globe.
If China were one of the most progressive nations in
the world we would have some reason to think it a good
plan to hold on to one god tor a long time, but when a
people, having worshiped one person and followed his rules
and sayings for twenty-four centuries, is at present behind
all the nations of earth in science, literature, art and in
fact all advancement, we are inclined to think that a more
frequent change of gods would be a good thing. It is
well to have leaders and thinkers in advance of their day
who may hold the torchlight of progress for the masses,
but originality in thought and action, and individual ef
fort are what make the procession of progress move on.
China is a stagnant pool in the great world of civilization,
and will continue to be just so long as her people will not
dare to have a thought of their own or to know a later pre
cept than those given by Confucius.
IN THE BEYOND.
Most people think that as soon as the spirit leaves the
body it will be all-powerful, all-wise and omnipotent.
But I want to say that this is a mistaken idea. Nature
makes no sudden leaps, but from the clod of eaith to the
shining angel the ascent is by slow gradations.
The plant first peeps through the earth a very tiny
blade from which unfolds the wonderful tree and fruit.
The child is born into the world a helpless and to all
appearances a thoughtless creature, yet as the years go on
it becomes a strong and vigorous man or woman.
This being the case, I can see no reason why so sudden
a change should come a t what is called death. Then, in
communion with the spirit world, those who have passed
beyond the vale, we find many who have been in that life
for many years who are more ignorant than mauy who still
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occupy the material body. They tell uh they must learn,
that they »mat upend years in study that they may master
their environment ami rise to higher planes. Man is in
finite, in this life or any other life, just in proportion to
the unfoldment of ins mind powers. Knowledge is the
key to limitless, infinite being, and ignorance is the dark
wall which otistructs our vision and narrows our horizon.
Spirits tell us that there are those who are dead, as we
call them, who dp not know that they have left the body,
others who know they have passed through the change
called death, yet are chained in darkness by the fonie of
earthly habits or by what we term sin, and have no power
to suddenly extricate themselves. We find that what is
called the spirit world do»» not differ so much from this
after all, ami that in that life they have great nee»l of
teachers and of missionaries as the work of education must
be carried on there as well as here l’or the uplifting of hu
manity.
We also learn from converse with the denizens of that
world that those who have lived the purest lives here and
have sought spiritual unfoldment instead of allowing ma
terial things to occupy their time and talent entirely, are
the happiest in the b»*yoml and best prepared to meet and
adjust themselves to their new surroundings. Then let us
strive to get wisdom for in this alone lies our only hope of
mastering the obstacles that come in our way in this great
ocean of existence, for it is but one continued existence,
and upon whatever plane we may find ourselves, knowledge
shall always mean to us power.
j*
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TOTAL DEPRAVITY.
When we get rid of the idea that man is “ prone to evil
as the sparks tiy upward” and that a large per cent of the
human race are totally depraved, we will be in a lit condi
tion to sit in judgment against our fellow beings, but just
so long as one-half of the human family looks upon the
other half as being desperately wicked and beyond redemp
tion just so long will poor, unfortunate human wretches be
snatched up and hung by the law or burned by a mob.
The idea that there is no evil but only undeveloped good is
that of the broad-minded philosopher and philanthropist
who sees deep down in the soul of every human being, no
matter how darkly stained by sin, something good and
beautiful, and that with proper conditions and teaching he
would rise above the plane of his evil tendencies, and in
the unfoldment of his better self blossom in beauty upon
t he fair planes of righteousness.
lie who looks at the human race, not as individuals
with evil tendencies for which they must be beaten, bruised
or burned, but as one great family stiuggling as best it can
with its environments for the betterment of self, each mem
ber thereof having faults and frailties which must be out
grown, is prepared to say: “ Father, forgive them, they
know not what they do.”
Who has not felt pity for the criminal in chains and
thought what a long history his crime must have had prior
to its commission, and what a long way he must be from
happiness who is guilty of an awful crime. If thoughts
are things as Spiritualists teach, then might not the world
we^k a great change in its criminal record by sending out
to the erring ones, not thoughts of hate, revenge and
death, but the purifying ones of pity, kindness and love.
Since knowing something of the power of thought, let us
be careful how and what we think.
Si & St
“ Mediumship and Its Laws” is the title of a new book
by Hudson Tuttle in which the great expounder of the
Spiritual Philosophy has done himself ample credit. Spir
itualism comprises a vast field for thought and investigation
ami those beginning the study of the same could not do better
than read this work. The author has spent many years of
studious effort in ascertaining facts concerning the great
scientific religion known as Spiritualism and is now giving
to a waiting world the results of his labors in such works
as this. The laws of mediumship should be understood by
every medium or any oue contemplating becoming a me
dium, as great harm may result from the unfoldment of
this faculty if the medium is ignorant of the laws govern
ing mediumship. Electricity is a dangerous thing in the
hands of those ignorant of its laws, but an Edison may
chain it and put it to an infinite variety of uses to man.
So with the great and important power of mediumship.
Hence, I would say, let the wisdom of this philosopher
guide you in the unfoldment of those powers which may
make life one round of pleasure in the communion with
saints, and you a benefactor to the race, or, if you are ig
norant of its laws, may make you miserable. Time, labor
and expense may be saved by reading this book. I have
examined it and know whereof I speak.
No person is free so long as he allows his thought and
investigation to be abridged by anything whatever. If the
Spiritualist says: “I do not believe in this, that or the
other and will not investigate, as I do not care whether it
is true or not, because it does not belong to the generally
accepted ideas of truth regarding Spiritualism,” then he
circumscribes his vision, his thought and his investigation.
And there is only a step between this and being bound by
a creed. Let us be broad.
St
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THE BETTER WAY.
Frauds ami dishonest mediums have been the bane of
Spiritualism for many years. Upon this point all will
agree, but while some would attempt to drive them ,out
by forcible measures, others think that by so doing, more
injury than real good would result to the cause in general.
A difference of opinion on this point has caused much
trouble, and not a little inharmony has resulted among
those who should be energetic co-workers. Let us look
into the matter and try to deckle upon the better course to
pursue at this important juncture.
Taking the cue from nature, we find that the wheat and
tares must necessarily grow up together, nurtured by the
same soil, until the harvest is ready, and then the separa
tion takes place strictly in accordance with natural law.
Both are separate in quality and texture; they do not
mingle or amalgamate; but they simply grow together in
the same soil, until by law of nature they are separated.
While it is true that we detest the frauds and the
fakirs, and have an abhorrence for their aims, objects and
methods, we may do well to impure if in attempting to
“ root them out,” we may not do more damage, in a general
way, than if we organized the true media, and hedged them
about with safeguards, sympathy and protection, while
paying no attention to the disreputable barnacles who cling
to the spirit ual ship, but are no part or it.
If th«*y are “ let alone” severely, will not the public,
the investigators, those who are hungry for the truths
which are presented in the spiritual philosophy concerning
the communion held by spirits incarnate with spirits decarnate, and kindred doctrines—will not such be able to
discriminate and by their fruits to discover the difference
between the good and the bad—the true and the false? In
this way we can arrive at the desired end, in a perfectly
natural and quiet way, avoiding the recognition of the
faking element and the damage usually done by the denun
ciation, condemnation and exposure of the methods of detestible knaves.
What we need to do is to choose the “ more excellent
way,” and rely upon the co-operation of the spirit-world to
protect mediums and give them increasing power to demon
strate more forcibly than ever the inter-communion be
tween the two worlds, and thus put to lliglit dll fakirs and
frauds.—Philosophical Journal.

for he is the incarnation of boundless capabilities and in*
finite progress, which is the God-given birthright of every
human soul. A man may be a firm believer in the philos
ophy of Spiritualism ami yet bo a very bad man; but no
man can be a consistent Spiritualist unless he be pure In
mind and heart.
Spiritism points out how happiness here and hereafter
may be secured. But upon the road that it would have
mankind to travel are found nothing that is uncharitable,
nothing that is selfish, nothing that is impure, nothing that
delileth either the body or soul. It is walking with God
all the way. In short, the underlying principle of the
philosophy of Spiritism is that Christ helps us by example,
and that that is all he can do for us; that we must look
within oui’selvt*N, not without, for our redeemer; that we
ourselves must pay the penalty of violating the moral laws
as we do the physical laws; that neither can lie evaded,
and, finally, that man’s highest duty to himself is to be
ever on his guard against the evil intluences which contin
ually surround his animal nature, and that his highest gen
eral duty is to love God with all his might, and his neigh
bor as himself.—Thomas B. Wilson.
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“ACROSS THE DIVIDE.'.
Spiritualism is bringing some very happy news from
“across the divide,” for ltov. R. Huber Newton of New
York says: “ Men and women can hold conscious com
munion with spirits, I kuow; not from my own personal
experience, but from the experience of friends whose truth
fulness is beyond doubt.’’ This is a very clever bit of evi
dence from such a sourco, and shows how the clergy are
accepting spirit evidence. Rev. M. J. Savage of New York
says: “ Thu belief, Spiritualism, is at work in the case of
thousands, and so is supplanting the beliefs that were held
before it. It is declared that death is only another birth.
Then it is curious for the student of these things to note
that none of the spirits are orthodox. I have been struck
by the observation of this strange fact. Perhaps this ac
counts largely for the bitter opposition of the churches, etc.
'The late Paul Gibier, president of Pasteur’s famous insti
tute, investigated the phenomena of materialized spirits with
the seances of Mrs. Carrie M. Sawyer, and spent one year
and seven months in these researches, lie invited famous
inventors, professors, scientists, diplomats, etc., to see
these spirits, and they became so convinced that the dead
can be literally materialized, as did the dead prophet Gabriel
before King Saul, that Gibier had contracted for three
years to employ Sawyer to tour France, Egypt, etc., exhibit
St St St
ing the miraculous phenomena of spirit life, when he was
APHORISMS.
killed by accident, The writer has attended seances with
Some people think that when they turn a mental somer this very famous medium, and can testify to the truth of
sault ever few days it is an indication that they are broad Gibier’s researches. In one seance alone, while the medium
was tied by the neck with four knots to the side of her
and liberal-minded.
There is only one way to progress: Hold fast to truth solidly built wood cabinet, about 20 spirits came in less
whenever and wherever you find it. Don’t reject it be than two hours, before several people. Two gentlemen met
Emma Abbott’s spirit, a New York singer, whom they
cause it is unpopular, or because it is either old or new.
Investigate everything new, but don’t imagine it is true knew in life, besides a dead Vassar teacher’s Hpirit, who
because it is new. It may be the product of a warped or was killed by a falling rock from a quarry. Oue lady met
an old Advent minister who died twenty years ago, besides
designing mind. Much that is now called advanced thought a lady friend named Susie.—G. E. Lothrop, in Light of
is like unto the mushroom that growetli up in the night. Truth.
St St St
It will wither and pass away when the sunshine of truth
falls upon it.
The play, “ More Than Queen,” recently presented in
Aspire. Rise to higher planes of thought. Soar, but Topeka, was thus named on account of a prophecy which is
don’t let the bump of self-esteem make you think you are said to have been made in the life of Empress Josephine.
an eagle when you are only a common gutter-snipe. We It is related in her biography that when she was a girl liv
all have a mission to perform, but the most of the work for ing in obscurity in the West Indies, with no prospect of
humanity is done on the ground and not above the clouds. ever being brought in contact with the history-making
There are Spiritualists who, insteail of walking leisurely characters of Europe, a negress slave prophesied the lead
along the broad, straight highway of truth, holding them ing events of her fut ure career, saying among other things
selves erect and enjoying the beauties that greet them on that she would be “ more than queen.” This prophecy
every side, enter some by-street or dark, narrow alley, made a deep impression on her and often recurred to her
where all the old creeds and worn-out doctrines and dog mind as events transpired showing it was being fulfilled.
mas of an ignorant past have been dumped, and stirring up When it is considered that Napoleon never was successful
these heaps of rubbish and refuse, they expect to find gems after he divorced Josephine, it would seem that she was
of truth. They mistake a battered tin-can for a pearl of guided into his life by high spirit inliuences to accomplish
great price. Let us be progressive human beings and not a good purpose and not to gratify his vain ambition. W.
Billy goats.
AMALEK.
St
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G.
W. Hammond has discontinued the publication of
THE CREED OF SPIRITUALISM.
the New Republic, a weekly paper, and will hereafter pub
Spiritualism, like all other systems of religion, has a lish, at Topeka, a monthly called the New Republic Maga
creed, but this creed has more of mercy, of charity and of zine, the first number to be issued about March 25. Those
light than has any other, and there is more in it that is sending him 25 cents, the price for three months, will re
calculated to elevate man and bring him closer to his Cre ceive the first number free. The table of contents is as fol
ator than is offered by any other philosophy or system of lows: Introductory; The Lost Heir of Glenholm, G. W. H.;
religion. True, Spiritualism rejects the idea or theory of An Adventure on the Illinois River, short story; Election
salvation through mediation as suggested by the theolog of United States Senators, Hon. J. S. West; Poem, An Old
ical plan of divine government, because it finds the hy Man’s*Christmas, G. W. H.; Recent Labor Legislation in
pothesis upon which that belief is based to be diametrically Kansas, W. L. Holcomb; Sketches, Biographical and Ilisopposed to, and therefore out of harmony with man’s con toral—Illustrated; Prominent Business Men and Enter
ception of what his relation to his Maker really is; hence, prises of North Topeka—Illustrated; The Late Kansas Cru
the Chrlst-idea of a central person to bridge over, as it sade, both views; A Talk on Universal Suffrage, Helen
were, in some mysterious way, a purely imaginary gulf of Kimber; and many other sketches and subjects.
St
dark, rolling waters, which separates God from man, is
The tiny flower which your eye can hardly see may be
not accepted by Spiritualists as having any foundation in
just as perfect as the most showy plant in the garden. The
fact.
The creed of Spiritualism, although unwritten, is smallest diamond may be just as brilliant as the Kohi-nor,
stamped upon every created thing. It was formulated by or the largest gems that flash on the crowns of Kings. So
the divine mind and its application made universal. It is the least acts may be just as beautiful, as pure, as honorable,
as the greatest deeds that shine in dazzling splendor before
so interwoven with creation that its purpose cannot well be men.—Two Worlds.
mistaken. As a lamp unto the feet of man, it shines con
St
tinually and lights him in the way of moral and intellect
Perhaps you have a great mind; perhaps you have an
ual worth, which is God’s highway to everlasting felicity eloquent tongue; it may be you have conversed with the in
in the world to come; but nowhere does it teach that sin habitants of the spiritual world. This may have added to
can be forgiven or that a man can be redeemed by another. your knowledge—if so,* what use are you making of this
He must outgrow his sins, and redeem himself, or else go knowledge? “ He that hath a truth and keeps it, keepB
on forever a total failure with no one but himself to blame; what does not belong to him.”—Temple of Health.
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enly conditions of being, but in just the degree of advance
in this direction it becomes unfitted to cope with the rude
struggle for possession going on among more earthly beings.
If a man fight the battle of the world, he must be fed ou
its food. But the struggle comes sooner or later when the
soul longs to burst the bonds of so gross and selfish life.
The old habits, the old associations, hold him in conflict
and pain. The new life is lacking only in his ignorance
of how to take it up, and by the meagerness of comrade
ship on a visible plane. He is liable to vibrate between
the two conditions very painfully, but the mind bent on
discovery of truth must learn in time to find equilibrium
and a vast amount-of knowledge never possible to one un
willing to explore the unknown and even dangerous paths
of science. After a Columbus in any new voyage of dis
covery, there follows a vast fleet of easy mariners.—L. V.
It., in The Light of Truth.

tifully upholstered seats to the aristocratically appointed
rostrum. The place becomes lilled with the “ power of the
spirit,” and the speaker feels no discordant jar and is truly
baptized with spirit power.—From Hudson Tuttle’s “ Mediumship and Its Laws.”
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I can think of nothing more cooly diabolical than a legal
execution. One can conceive of a murder done in heat the
of passion or in a spasm of fear, or for avarice, when that
faculty is abnormally developed. But I cannot comprehend
how respectable, educated and enlightened men can delib
erately plot ami plan for the life of a man who never in
jured them, through weeks and months; who can calmly
go with preparations for killing their fellow man, for days
and days; who can lead him up to the spot, feel his
pulse, watch his looks and every action, scientifically st udy
his symptoms, and ghoul-like peer at him until the last
faint convulsive heart, throh has ceased! Then go home to
the bosom of their families, eat a good dinner and sit in
slippered ease before the tires, gratified with life and its
comforts!—Lizzie M. Homer, in Free Society.

THERE COMES A TIME.
There comes a time to every mortal being,
Wliate’er his station or his lot in life,
When his sad soul yearns for the final freeing
From all the jarring and unceasing strife.
There comes a time, when, having lost its savor,
The salt of wealth is worthless; when tho mind
Grows wearied with the world’s capricious favor,
Ami sighs for something it cannot find.
There comes a time, when, though kind friends arc
thronging
About our pathway with sweet acts of grace,
We feel a vast and overwhelming longing
For something we cannot name or place.
'There comes a time, when, with earth’s best love by us,
'To feed the heart’s great hunger and desire,
We find not even this can satisfy us;
The soul within us cries for something higher.

What greater proof maul we that we inherit
A life immortal in another sphere?
st st st
It is the homesick longing of the spirit
That cannot find its satisfaction here,
Habit.
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.
“ Habit is the deepest law of human nature.’' Every
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habit is formed slowly, gradually, by continued repetition.
The value of having settled speakers is clearly proven
Diabolical Cruelty.
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pleasing to the senses, there is left m the mind a tendency go if Spiritualism is ever to become a power for good in lad than see him a thief.” lie claimed to be a “ Christian,”
but was evidently 500 years behind time in his family gov
to perform that act again, and whether the results be for the land.—Banner of Light.
ernment.
good or for evil, the performer usually yields to that ten
St
Ho reasoned that if his God could torture his creatures
dency and day by day the habit grows until it has become a
A Scranton little girl attended Sunday school not long in hell fire for misdeeds, of course he would be right in imi
ruling trait in the character of the individual.
ago and just before the close of the services the choir sang tating that manner of nunishment in a small degree for his
The subjective mind of man is the real self. The ob “Jesus is calling today.” The little girl went home and son, and so he heated an iron in the stove and deliberately
jective mind is that with which he contends with his mate her mother asked her if there was a large crowd at Sunday burned his son’s face and hands. The monstrous dogma of
rial inviromnent, and is an outgrowth of his physical neces school. The little girl innocently replied; “ Yes, every a burning hell for sinners is responsible for this fresh illussities. The former is always amenable to suggestion from body was there but Jesus.” “ Why, where was lie?” ques stration of such diabolical work—in both cases to satisfy of
fended law and wrath. When arrested the inhuman father
the latter. Every auto-suggestion is made stronger by tioned the surprised parent. “ lie was out calling,” re weakened, and said he did it “ in a rage,” because he dis
every repetition. This is the secret of habit-formation. By plied the innocent child.—Scranton Gazette.
covered his son to be a thief.— Philosophical Journal.
conscious thinking and effort we perform and repeat an act
j* jX St
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until it is so firmly impressed upon the sub-conscious mind
"fhe Ladies Temple Builders hold their regular meeting
The deepest secret of life is love. Without love there
as to bo performed without conscious thinking or conscious in the parlors at Lincoln Post Hall Wednesday at 3 p. m. is no enthusiasm, and without itlcals there is no enthu
effort. Then it is a habit; and the reason it ¡ h so strong is AH desiring to join and help in this work should meet with siasm. We freeze mir hearts by selfishness, and stifle
because it is a part of the real self or of the soul, and for them. Besides the business part of the meeting they have them by sortlitlness. We fix our eyes upon the little field
this reason also “ habit is the deepest law of human nature.” music, readings and talks by different ones, making quite circumscribed by our day’s activities and ends. With no
wide-reaching affection and no uplifting itleal, we make our
To a close student of modern psychology it would ap an interesting program.
St
life
a treadmill and of our duty an unwelcome drudgery.
pear that man, by the power of habit-formation or of auto
We disclaim the highest endowments of the soul and 'deny
“
In
about
fifteen
years
from
now,”
said
the
platform
suggestion which is virtually the same thing, is capable of
our sonshij) to Go«l. NarroAV faiths and narrow hopes put
>y
attaining to any end which he may desire, for there iH a vaHt psychometrist, “ I sec you with a rope around your neck. fetters on the spirit, and small affections keep small the
Do
you
recognize
it?”
But
the
gentleman
to
whom
this
,rn
heart.—Rev. Philip S. Moxom.
difference between a belief held in the objective mind and
knock-down test (?) was given was too hard-headed to ad
fleti
the same belief held in the subjective mind. A belief held mit that it was correct.
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Subscribe for The Psychic Century. $1.00 per year.
in the former is simply an opinion which may be wrong or
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changed at any instant. A belief held in the latter is an
The Chmch of Spiritualism will meet in regular confer
absolute reality so far as that soul is concerned and cannot ence at Lincoln Post hall, Sunday, 2:45 p. m. A t 7:45
be changed except by continued suggestions to the contrary there will be a lecture by Laura B. Payne. Mis. Inez
from the conscious faculty of the mind. To illustrate: A "Wagner will give demonstrations of spirit return. Good
If iu need of a nice
man believes he can walk a wire, lie tries it and finds that singing.
JX
he can not, lie persists in trying until the thought or the
TAILOR-MADE DRESS,
We would be glad to receive communications from those
act is sufficiently impressed upon the subjective mind to en Avlio desire to help the cause in this way. If you have a
Please call and examine my line
able him to perform the feat without conscious effort. good thought give it to the world. Don’t let it die lor
of
Spring Suitings. Every Gar
Then the belief which was false before has become a belief Avant of light and air. All communications not available
ment
is made to order by the most
of the subconscious mind and is then a reality. It has be for use will be returned if so desired by the sender.
expert gentlemen Tailors.
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come a habit and cannot be changed except by conscious
willing or discontinuation. This also explains what is known
If y o u re c e iv e a sample copy of The Psychic Century i t
as reflex action, which is merely the work of the subcon is an invitation to you to subscribe, providing it suits you
429 Kansas Avenue.
scious faculty of the mind. “ Habit is the deepest law of in tone and purpose.
human nature.” By obeying the laws of human nature man
may become great, prosperous and happy. Therefore, by
AN ANGEL’ SONG.
applying the law of habit, which is the deepost or most
powerful of those laws, man may attain to a realization of “ Beautiful flowers from morning land,
Beautiful gems from ocean’s cave,
his desires.
E. F, R.
The Oldest Journal in the World de
Beautiful
thoughts the soul expand—
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These we bring to bless and save.
The Temple Builders.
S p iritu al Philosophy.
By A. M. EIDSON, M. D.,
The Temple Builders are still receiving encouragement in “To save from sorrow’s withering
blight,
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people help in this movement, especially here in Kaunas.
Who is not only a graduate of a standard, four-years
rhyme,
course, Eclectic Medical College; but a graduate as
Boston, Mass.,
People from New York, Minnesota, Missouri and other 'To sweep aside the curtained night,
“ Doctor of Psychology*1 and as a Mental and Magnetic
Healer, and has taken special courses in “ Medical
HY
states are lending a helping hand in this cause, and let
And fit thee for thy place and time.”
Electricity, Osteopathy and Hydropathy,” and.being a
graduate in “Optics,” is prepared to test your eyes for
every Kansan feel that he can and must do something to
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So sang an angel sweet and low,
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help the cause of truth in his own state. We greatly ap
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preciate offers of assistance from our sister states and thank Like censer swining to and fro,
HARRISON D. BARRETT, Editor.
you very kindly. May the good work move rapidly ou.
'The last faint notes of song expire.
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