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TO CORRESPONDENTS. N
Contributors. are requested to let their com-
‘munications be brief and well-considered.
Many more contributions received than space

can be found for, we should like to printin:

this number.
1§ utilised. , -
The following letter from Colonel - Olcott
‘makes reference to some former letter which
hds never been received by us:— '
To the Editor of “ The Spiritualist.”
Sir,—About two months ago, I sent you
from Ceylon a letter respecting my personal
knowledge .of the so-called ¢ Himalayan

As it is, a portion of the cover

Brothers,” which has not yet been published

in your columns. 1t was called forth by your
editorial remark that I had not given public
testimony to the fact of their existence; and

the necessary implication is that my silence .

was due to dishelief in the same, or at least to
lack of proof sufficient to make me willing

to so commit myself. ~Pray allow me to set ‘

“the question at rest, once for all :—

I /iave seen them, not once but numerous

times. ‘

I have talked with them. I was not en- L

tranced, nor mediumistic, nor. hallucinated,
,but-always in 1my sober senses. : -

. I have corresponded ‘with them : receiving
their letters, sometimes enclosed inside the
letters of ordinary correspondents upon com-
mon-place subjects, coming to me by post;
sometimes written on blank spaces or margins
of such ordinary letters; sometimes dropped

to me in full light. from out the air; some-
‘times, in their own covers, through the post,

and from places where I had no other corre-
- spondents, and where they personally did not
reside ; and in other ways.” I haveseen them,

bothin their bodies and their doubles, usually = -

“the latter. -~ . :

_First and last, as many as thirty or»fortyf

other witnesses have

thes seen them in my
Ppresence. ‘ '

© 7T have thus personally known Koot -3

Hoomi*? since 187 5, making his acquaintance
at New York. - L el

~ Since November last four different Brothers
have made themselves visible to visifors at

our head-quarters,

I know the Brothers to be living men and
not spirits ; and they have told me that there
are schools, under. appointed living adepts,
where their occult science is regularly taught.

It is all this actual knowledge of them and
close observation of multifarious phenomena
shown by them, under non-mediumistic con-
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-+ Qrave” another.

.permits it act similarly to the Hindus."

‘ditions, that has made me take the active part -

I have in the thegsophical movement of the

~ day. S

‘And their precept and example bave made
me try todo some practical good to the Asiatics.

For their lives and their knowledge are de-
- voted to the welfare of mankind. Though -

unseen by, they yet labour for, humanity.-

- The first lesson I, as a pupil, was required b
' them to learn and, having learnt, to put into
- practice, was—Unselfishness, For the sake
~of their fellow men some of théem have made

sacrifices as great as any that history records
of any philanthropist.* - S A
- Your “8.” (Spiritualist, Jan. 20th)is asibil -
lant cackler, and your man “Beyond the
her. Their talk isthat of the -
ignorant. If they want to be convinced
(which does not appear certain) of the practi-

-cal benefit our. Theosophical Society is doing,
-~ let them come here; visit our branches in
India and Ceylon; talk with our members,
~of various races; examine our schools; see

our vernacular publications; mingle with the

- crowds that throng at our lectures ; and take

a_consensus among ‘the missionaries (Whose
diafribes .are our best. certificates). The

Amritza. Bazar Patrika is, I believe, the most

widely circulated vernacular paper in India.

© It says of me (Jan. 12) < whether there be ‘
¢ Himalayan Brothers” or mot, there is at

least one white man who is acting like a

brother to the Sinhalese, and will as occasion

[4 . ‘
If it
be not asking too much, we would request -

“the Colonel to come to the City of Palaces
. and enlighten the Calcutta public on subjects

with which he'is so familiar and which are
calculated to do so much good to the Hindoo
nation. . .” . , o

. -In conclusion, if you or your correspondents
can show that in a single instance our Society
has done harm to the community or to in-

. dividuals, I ask you to make the fact known.
1 believe that we are doing good, practical as

well as spiritual, and that we can. prove it by
‘“a multitude of witnesses.”  H. S. Orcorr.

“Theosophical Society, President’s Office.
Bombay, February 7th, 1882, !

o

DR. VAZEILLE ON MR. HUSK’S MEDIUMSHIP.
Dr. Vazeille, of Issy-sur-Seine, has written

~ to Mons. Leymarie, of 5,  Rue Neuve des |
‘Petits Champs, Paris, a-report of a séance with
- Mr. Cecil Husk, which report was lent to us

during our recent.visit to Paris, by Mons.
Leymarie, for the publication of the particulars
in this journal. ORI
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Price %s. 6d. Oroﬁn 8vo. Cloth. RedEd-géé'.r
A PHILOSOPHY OF IMMORTALITY.
By THE HON. RODEN NOEL
Author of <« A Little Child’s Monument,” elec.
Psyche Office, 38, Museum Street, London, W.C.
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Crown 8ve. Cloth. Gilt. Handsomely Printed in Red and Black Inks. Price &s. 6d., Post Free.

NOW READY,

A GLANCE AT THE PASSION PLAY.

By CAPTAIN R. F. BURTON.
The Frontispiece represents the Crucifixion scene of the Passion Play at Oberammergau.

THIS WORK CONTAINS SEVERAL PAGES ON THE RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM.
Dsyche Office, 38, Museum Street, London, W.C.
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Demy 8vo. Cloth. Red Edges. Price 12s. 6d. Post Free.
ILLUSTRATED BY VARIOUS FULL PAGE AND DOUBLE PAGE ENGRAVINGS.

TRANSCENDENTAL PHYSIGS.

AN ACCOUNT OF EXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS FROM THI SCIENTIFIC TREATISES OF

JOHANN CARL FRIEDRICH ZOLLNER,
Professor of Physical Astronomy at the University of Leipsic ; Member of the Royal S8azon Bociety of Sciences; Foreign Member of the Royal
Astronomical Society of London; of the Imperial Academy of Natural Philosophers at Moscow; and Honorary Member of the Physical
Association at Frankfort-on-the-Main.
TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN, WITH A PREFACE AND APPENDICES, BY
CHARLES CARLETON MASSEY, (of Lincoln’s inn, Barrister-at-Law.)
Dsyehe Office, 38, Museum Street, London, W.C.
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A NEW PUBLIC LENDING LIBRARY.

“THE SPIRITUALIST LIBRARY,”
38, MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.

Catalogues may be had on application. Subscription Fifteen Shillings a year, exclusive of the cost of postage of hooks.
Full particulars as to terms will be found in the catalogue.
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Just PuptismEDp. Price 2s. 6d. Grow 8vo. Cloth. Red Edges.

MESMERISM, WITH HINTS FOR BEGINNERS.
By CAPTAIN JOHN JAMES,

(Formerly of the Ninetieth Light Infantry).
A text-book by an Author who has had thirty years' experience in Mesmerism.

“ Captain James is, it is needless to say, a very firm believer § he holds that one of the chief causes of the failure of mesmerists
in the reality and uses of the miesmeric sleep, and he has here % is, that they give up the trail too quickly, and that they also
thrown together the results of his own experiences, at the request mesmerise far too many persons. As to the beneficial results of
of his publisher. We agree with Mr. Harrison that the author % mesmerism, our author has no doubts whatever, whether as a
has treated the subject exactly in the way in which it is desirable cure for epilepsy, headache, toothache, or other ailment; and his
that matters on which the public require information should be final advice to the practitioner is, ¢ Cwil it what you like, bqt per-
treated; and he tells concisely, and yet fully, many of the sistently employ it for the berefit of the sick and suffering.
secrets of what is still regarded in many quarters as a somewhat Even if Qaptain James fails to make converts by his little volume,
dark art. Want of faith is, he argues, the great bar to the pro- he may at any rate be credited with having written an interesting
gress of what he terma ‘a just appreciation of the powers and work in a thoroughly pleasant way.”’— The Publisher’s Cirevlar.

the blessings to be derived from a proper use of mesmerism,” and 3

Psyche Office, 38, Museum-street, London, w.C.
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THE PROPOSED CHEAP EDITION OF
ZOLINER'S ‘° TRANSCENDENTAL PHYSICS.”

A considerable number of volumes of the proposed
cheap edition of the above work has been ordered, but
not enough, up to March 1st, to warrant placing the
book again in the press.

Those who facilitate the bringing out of the book by
ordering copies before it goes to press, will be supplied
with the said copies at 2s. 6d. each, whereas, after
publication its price will be 3s. 6d.

Orders for the book should be sent to W. IL
Harrison, 38, Museum Street, London.

WORKS BY THE HON. RODEN NOEL.

THE RED FLAG,
AND OTHER POEMS.
Small 8vo., 6s.

By Tuge HON. RODEN NOEL.

“There are poetry and power of a high order in the volume
before us. The ‘Red Flag’ is a terrible and thunderous poem.
There are fine sympathies Wlth the sorrows of London life and
wonderful knowledge of them. Perhaps one of the most solemn,

awful poems of the present century is ‘The Vision of the -

Desert.’ Let his imagination and metaphysical faculty be
well yoked and guided by his own cultivated taste, and we must
all admit the advent of a great poet.'—British Quarterly Review.

DALDY, ISBISTER, & CO., 56, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON.

BEATRICE,
AND OTHER POEMS.
Feap. 8vo, 7s.
By Tne HON. RODEN NOEL.

“ It is impossible to read ¢Beatrice’ through without being
powerfully moved. There are passages in it which for intensity
and tenderness, clear and vivid vision, spontaneous and delicate
sympathy, may be compared with the best efforts of our best
living writers.” —38pectator.

MACMILLAN & CO., LONDON.

LIVINGSTONE IN AFRICA.
Small 8vo., limp cloth extra, 2s. 6d.
By roue HON. RODEN NORL.

“There are some striking passages of deseription.” —.dlheneum.

‘' We should say that if any one wants to imbue himself, as far
ag the medium of language will enable him to do so, with the
moral and physical nature of this great unknown world, he can
hardly do better than study Mr. Noel’s poems.”’—Spectator.

SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, LOW & SEARLE,
Crown BuiLpines, 188 Ereer StreET, E.C.

THE HOUSE OF RAVENSBURG,
A DRAMA,
By s HON. RODEN NOEL,

“ This story is much more powerful than appears in the fore-
going narrative, and in its presentation of vague terror recals
the famous verse of Dobell—

‘O Keith of Ravelston, the sorrows of thy line.”
Portions of the treatment are fine, we might almost say splendid
from the poetical standpoint.”’—A4¢henceum.

DALDY, ISBISTER, & CO., 56 LUDGATE HILL, LONDON.

A LITTLE CHILD'S MONUMENT.
Byse HON. RODEN NOEL.
Third Edition, small crown 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d.

¢ We do not know where, in all the range of English Poetry,
to look for so forcible an expression of utter grief as is presented
in some of the poems.” —8cotsman.

LONDON: C. KEGAN PAUL & Co., 1 PATERNOSTER 8Q.
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PSYCHE.
, (Formerly The Spiritualist). Established in 1869.

PusrLisHED MoNTHLY. PRICE SIXPENCE.

Subseription to the present volume (ten numbers from March to
December 1882), 5s. 10d., Post Free within the limits of the United
Kingdom, and within the English and Foreign Postal Union.

EDITED BY WILLI

AM H. HARRISON,
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PSYCHE.

On the 18th February last a circular letter
containing the following paragraph was sent
by the Editor to many subscribers to 7%e Spi-
ritualist newspaper :—* There are numerous
medical and other psychologists who are not
modern Spiritualists, therefore I have been
considering the question of changing the title
of The Speritualist to Psyche, to facilitate the
inclusion in its constituency of all persons
working at psychological research. T concluded
that the best plan was to consult by this
circular letter some hundreds of its supporters
in this country, so shall be very much obliged
if you will favour me by sending your opinion
about the suggested change of name, and let
it reach me not later than Wednesday morn-
ing next.”

The result has been an overwhelming
majority of repliesin favour of changing the
name of this journal to Psyche. Accordingly
Psyche appears to-day, and as an illustrated
periodical, published monthly; the desire
exists to bring it out at shorter intervals at
some future time, should the journal in its
new form be warmly received and supported.

For the numerous expressions of sympathy
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and encouragement contained in the replies,
we have pleasure in now returning thanks to
the writers, and hope that the ruling spirit
of Psyche will be one of peace and goodwill to

» all men.

The engravings contained in Psyche this

" month chance to be of a scientific character,

but it is not intended to hereafter confine
them exclusively to that groove, but to give
pictures of all kinds of subjects and events
of interest to our readers.

THE HON. RODEN NOEL.

The latest important addition to the litera-
ture of Spiritualism is A Philosophy of Im-
mortality by Mr. Roden Noel, who is a poet,
essayist and metaphysician of established
reputation. Throughout the book Mr. Noel

i testifies to the reality of the phenomena of

Spiritualism, partly from his personal ex-
amination thereof, but chiefly from the
accumulated weight of the testimony of
others. The support of so able an advocate,
who s fearless in speaking out that which he
believes to be true, and in doing so with

‘%{i& efficiency, is of high value.
b .J

Mr. Roden Noel was born in London, and
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brought up partly at Harrow, partly by a
private tutor. The Noels, Barls of Gains-
borough, a Norman famlly which came over
with the Conqueror, have long been seated at
Lxton in Rutlandshire and held large pro-
perty there. Mr. Noel's father was grandson
of Lady Jane Noel, daughter of the seventh
Earl, who had no son, therefore the title was
revived in his father’s favour. His mother
was a daughter of the Harl of Roden, and
was one of the Queen’s ladies. The Earls of
Roden are Jocelyns, also a Norman family
which came over with the Conqueror. Mr.
Noel's grandmother, Lady Roden, bore a
famous historical name; she was the daughter
of the twenty-second Baron Le Despencer,
one of a family of Barons who made their
mark in English history, chiefly in the time
of the Plantagenets. One of them was among
those instrumental in getting King John to
sign Magna Charte at Runnymede; others
however were not so good as they might have
been, so history deposeth. They have fine
Grothic tombs in the old Abbey at Tewkesbury.
At Exton, where many of Mr. Roden Noel’s
earlier days were spent, is an interesting old
church, with monuments of the Noel and
Harrington families, and a picturesque old
Gothic house of theirs, half in ruins. From
marriage with the heiress of the Harrington
family the Noels obtained Exton. One of
the Harringtons was the author of Oceana.
After taking the degree of M.A., at Cam-
bridge, Mr. Roden Noel was for two years in
Eastern countries, travelling chiefly by him-
self with servants, on horses or camels, in
Syria, Asia Minor, ‘Greece and Turkey. Ile
went to Palmyra from Damascus with Lady
Ellenborough, the Lady Hester Stanhope of
modern days, who when divorced from Lord
Ellenborough married an Arab chief and was
Queen of the Arabs in the desert. He was
also a little while with Lady Strangford and
her sister, and Carl Haag, the painter, in
those parts. Mr. Noel took a dahabeesh on
the Nile for two successive winters. He
caught bad typhoid fevers in Syria, and was
laid up a long time; he was then nursed b
his mother-in-law at Beyrout. Her husband
was the head of the Ottoman Bank, in
Beyrout, and Mr. Roden Noel married after
this in England. Since then he has climbed
in the Alps a good deal, and done much
swimming on the coast of Cornwall, and in

the bea,utlful 7ooph) te caves of Salk where
he frequently goes for that purpose. We
have seen the yataghans, daggers, and various
relics he has collected in the course of his tra-
vels, and which are now stored in his house.
Lately he has been travelling in Corsica.
When the war broke out between the
Druses and Maronites in Syria, Mr. Noel was
residing in a village of the Lebanon in which
the outbreak took place, and had rather a
narrow escape from stray bullets, but both
sides were friendly with him and he with
them. He allowed them to send the wounded
to his house. Mr. Noel has travelled much
in the East. He has discovered a petrified
forest in Nubia in an oasis previously un-
visited ; he was then with Mr. Cecil Graham.

A7, He once rode across the desert from Egypt

to Syria with his servants alone. They were
set upon by robbers, who did not succeed in
their attempt; there was no fighting, but
they accepted the advice given them to respect
English firearms.

The first book of poetry by Mr. Roden

. Noel was published in 1863, under the title

of Belind the Ve ; this work was a some-
what crude and juvenile production, written
just after he returned from his travels. It

o was followed in 1868 by Beatrice and other

Poems, about which the gleat French critic,
St Beauve a total stranger to Mr. Noel,

~ wrote to him w armly, and translated portions

into French.
The third poetical work by Mr. Roden
Noel, The Red Flag and other Poems, appeared

- in 1872 ; the fourth, Livingstone in Africa in

1874 ; the fifth, The House of Ravensburg in
1877, and the last of his poetical works, A
Little Child’'s Monument, in 1881. The Red

" Flag is a satire, and deals with the formidable

chasm yawning between the rich and the
poor of this country; Rawvensburg deals with
the philosophical idea of hereditary sin and
misery.

Short accounts of Mr. Noel’s Syrian and
Eastern experiences, written by himself,
appeared in Galton’s Vacation Tourists, 1860,
and in Lady Strangford’s Egyptian Sepulchres
and Syrion Shrines, 1861. Some of his
mountaineering exploits are recorded in Z%e
Alpine Journal, and in Macmillan’s Magazine,
1869. SWlmmmg is more the role of Mur.
Noel than mountaineering, and some of his
experiences therein will be found in Z%e
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Gentleman’s Magazine, 1878. Fraser’'s May-
azine of about the same date contains an
essay of his on Corsica.

For two or three years Mr. Roden Nocl
was about the Court, as Groom of the Privy
Chamber to the Queen. Lately he has spent
three years at San Remo, on the Riviera,
where the greater portion of his latest work,
A Philosophy of Immortality, was written,

For many years Mr. Roden Noel was a
complete sceptic, and wrote Spencerian
articles in T%he Contemporary Review. At the
death of his little son hisopinions, and indeed
the whole bent of his life, underwent a revo-
lution. He is now a Christian, as he was
brought up, but not one of the most orthodox
and rigid type.

et
oo

THE PSYCIO-PHYSICAL BASIS OF LIFE

AND MIRACLE.. "
BY JOHN E. PURDON, M.E.

It is necessary and sufficient for the understanding of
the physiological interpretation of the variation of the
sphygmographic traces of nervous sensitives under ex-
ternal influences, to assume that in connection with the
double nervous system of the animal body there is a kind
of life stuff’ produced by the vital processes, a form of
matter possessed of certain physical properties which
enables us to trace an analogy between it and the
imaginary magnoetic matter of the physicist.

I am of opinion, from extensive study of the nature of
the nervous sensitive, that we have no such thing as a
violation of the physiological order in any manifestation,
however strange, even when certified to by what appears
to be an external disturbance, which half educated
physicists would reject nem. con., on the ground that if
it existed it would imply a violation of the order of
Nature! Just as in pathology abnormal changes are
merely natural changes modified, or exaggerated, so in
patho-neurology, we must be prepared to find a place for
that side of mediumism which indicates disturbance and
disease. The most remarkable experience I have found
in my ten years’ study of this branch of psychology is
that which has pointed out to me the continued existence
of such an apparently profound modification of the
nervous functions, as that which we would naturally
assume to accompany medinmistic manifestations, without
the advent of organic disease of a rapidly destructive
character. T am therefore, as I remarked in previous
papers, obliged to regard the subject from the standpoint
of functional derangement,

The imaginary physiological matter, the existence of
which I have above assuméd, and which is to me a
working hypothesis, nay more, a working reality, has
suggested itself no doubt to other medical men, who
have feared to express themselves openly on the subject
from want of certain links by which they would be
enabled fo attach the new science to the main body of
natural knowledge which the united labours of the race
have reduced to law and order.

Let us assume that in every completed effort, conscious
Or unconscious, in the universe, there is a neutralisation
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of opposing forces, and let us, in applying this idea to
the living body—the duplex living animal body—remem-
ber that the immediate source of energy, the blood, is
undirected as far asthe polarity of the body is concerned
and we have at once a consistent theory of animal
magnetism with which to account for the aberrations of
the nervous system during many of the simple, as well
as complex, disturbances, which, whether regarded as
oceurring within the limits of the body and coming
under the name of disease, or external to the body and
inferentially related to hypothetical physiologieal changes,
have hitherto so far puzzled the learned as to induce the
great majority of them to shut their eyes and deny their
existence altogether.

Let us suppose that in every thought, word, and deed
an astatic state is determined, that is to say, that an
imaginary pseudo-magnetic matter enters into combina-
tion with itself, so as to lose certain qualitative elements
formerly possessed while in the purely potential state.
Let us further suppose that this stuff is of such
a nature as to be subject to the influence of physical
agents acting on the body, so as to present resultants
into the composition of which may enter elements of a
purely vital, and of a so-called inanimate origin; we
have then the basis of a theory of Magnetism, Mesmer-
ism, Spiritualism, and that strange Odylism, which at-
tracted so much attention more than a generation ago.
This hypothesis implies neither more nor less than the
fluent nature of the whole Universe set into form, and
keeping its form in obedience to laws, the nature of
which can never reveal itself except in the actual ex-
perience, but which have corresponding to them laws
and principles in the world of potentiality, 7.e., the world
of spirit; an important consideration, for as an eminent
physicist has pointed out, the expressions for potential
energy indicate its essential relationship to energy of
motion. Thus, I see and know the world around, men,
rocks, stars in a constructive process; a process which
is given in and by realised effort, (not of course volun-
tarily, for volition plays as comparatively insignificant
a part in the constructive process as sensation does in
the interpretation of the same). The polarity of space,
oceupancy, and force manifestation in the external world
of material existence, has corresponding to it a polarity of
the representative process as indicated by the duplex
nervous system, and the crossed influence of the nerve
centres upon their corresponding instruments of ex-
ternalisation.

Given then a case in which a man can act upon matter
$0 as to produce an extraordinary change in either its
external or internal condition; we have in the first in-
stance to consider a question of motion and energy,
easily followed from the analogy of the ordinary, but in
the latter case, where a change is apparent or necessarily
inferred in the structure of matter, the constructive pro-
cess is to be considered, and with that its co-relative pro-
cess, the representative, if we are to be consistent and
true to the modern methods of thought, in spite of the
apparent violation of the conelusions arrived at by in-
duction, The Materialist says the world came from
original potentialities, and that consciousness and the
intellectual reduction of that world tolaw and order, are
facts to be sure, but merely bye products which are not
necessarily evolved. The Idealist may say that there
was an original potentiality of knowledge, which was,
in fact, brute ignorance in a positive form, the diffused
ignorance correspording to the diffused energy. Butthe




Ideahst or the behew er in nothmg but a world of mmd
has no rlght to say this, exeept he can place himselfin two
positions at once, the present and the past, whereby he
is enabled to follow the process of evolution step by
step. This he can descriptively do through memory
combined with imagination, which gives the law of the
changing internal world, which common sense, that
highest court of appeal, says, has corresponding to it a
law or principle in what we call the cxternal world.
The fact is, all that enters our thoughts, whether the
external world through the senses, or our own constructions
from within, are so far as we are conscious of them ex-
ternal, for consciousness has a physical basis; one of the
strongest inductions we can draw. It is the unknown,
the purely potential, which is in the world of Spirit, the
true internal world. The internal world is not the
world of my own thoughts; I give up that idea as false,
for the world of matter rules, and its laws hold wherever
consciousness with a formed product exhibits itself.
Such always involves a turning out, a construction, a
common symbolic existence actually of possibility available
to the whole race. But behind and below my thoughts,
and in vital connection with them, lie the possibilities
which may or may not be for me, but which most cer-
tainly are for the race; behind my empirical self, my
sum of experience, lies the subject, the spirit, the symbol
of whose law of operation involves the necessary, but yet
quite consistent, use of algebraic imaginarics.

Imay be permitted to say that it was from the dis-
covery of such aformthat I was enabled to construct a con-
sistent theory of the actual out of the possible, and using
the most abstract conceptions to devise a method of inves-
tigation of a physico-psychological mystery which with
me now takes its place in the hierarchy of the sciences,
but at the head of them all. Spinoza gave us the
fundamental conception lying at the bottom of this argu-
ment, and modern science grafted upon his philosophy
enables us to handle formed thoughts through their
representative symbols. The philosophy of the future
and our great expected advance in psychology turns upon
the fact that through the study of the perturbations of
nervous individuals we are able to get at the experi-
mental investigation of the representative process itself,
and see with the eye of science fragments of the external
in process of manufacture, for the external exists for
us only in terms of its representative image. Having
made such a discovery and verified the truth of the tem-
porary manufacture of one knock, one hand, or one
figure, our faith will revive sufficiently to grasp the holy
truth that the life of the Spirit in whom we may yet live
and move and have our being, is not the absurd dogma
which the false proplets of science declare it to be. . . .

The diffused potentiality of the modern physieist is
the counterpart of the polytheistic worship of ancestors
and others, which is endeavouring to force itself upon
society by the appeal ad vericundiam. The modern
Materialist shuts the door upon God and locks Him out

of His own Universe : the modern Spiritualist opens as

many doors as there are mediums, and lets in gods and
goblins as many as choose to enter. Both preach the
restoration of chaos, grounding their working assumptions
upon man’s ignorance and his inability to account for
matter of fact; the former that of the possible, the
latter that of the actual. It is making a false use of the
representative faculty to attempt to deal directly with
the potential or the spiritual. Matter, a thing picturable,
the real in the present as it is the real in space, a bi-
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polar complcx did not exist from the begmnmg That
Jrom which come the two sides existed from the be-
ginning. It alone is substantial reality.

If at the beginning of all things (a mere working
picture of the scientific imagination, having no possible
graspable existence in any other terms than words), a
diffused mass existed, I say, that, as I am here now, and
as my body assists my unknown cgo to express itself, the
mental as well as the physical side of evolution is to be
considered, and that for me the English language is as
much a product of evolution as the world which it helps
my reason to grasp. Diffused life stuff not yet set into
the shape of life, language, and reason, is as real to me
as diffused fire mist not yet reduced to worlds and human
bodies. To talk of a diffused and potential Shakespeare
in the fire mist is to talk nonsense, but some have done
so who thought they were quite consistent in their
babble, and that the analogy of cosmical change justified
such abuse of language. The hypothesis so valuable
must not be brought to shame and ridicule by active but
shallow philosophers, and I therefore protest against the
study of psychology from anything but the standpoint of
the present and the actual.

I say, therefore, that the diffused life stuff, if it exists
at all, exists in our own bodies, and that it is worse for
us when it does exist so diffused, as then it is a mis-
chicvous agent very well known to physicians under
different titles. I haveseen it causing functional angina
pectoris, neuralgia, diarrhcea, rheumatic gout, &e., &c.,
from the fact that the functions of the organism, which,
when all working harmoniously, determine health, were
so deranged that neutralizations of certain properties of
the life stuff did not take place at the proper time and
place. Let the reader not fall into the error that I am
advocating the existence of what of old was called ‘ the
vital force.” The word jforce implies a directive phy-
sical cause in space; or it implies a rate of doing work
according to the point from which it is regarded, and
therefore T avoid its use. My conception involves more
the ideas of process and plan and the agent in and by
which they are determined and executed. This agent
is extra-spacial or rather supra-spacialin its essence and,
having eternity for its form, which potentially supplies
its cffects, under the form of space whenever it de-
termines the existence of the actual. Tt is not electricity
as ordinarily understood, for electricity is an existence
into which the qualities plus and minus alone enter,
whereas the life stuff is that of which electricity is merely
the formal degradation, as inanimate matter (so-called)
is of living matter.

Determined to action, there is given either a healthy
or, an unhealthy product, as the case may be, and its
nature is such that its self-saturation and definiteness of
directive activity have always an actual resultant in terms
of real effects produced. Life with organisation is the
condition of its supply : potential energy of living beings
is the form of the real under which we know it.

Tt is the property of a certain class of men, that they
cannot keep this agent locked up in the tissues of their
hodies and consequently it plays certain rude tricks upon
them either byinducing disease,where it becomesdegraded
into the ordinary expressions of misdirected force within
the limits of the body, or by putting them into the false
position of being obliged ‘to doubt the reality of their
own bodies as factors in the production of strange events
which appear to have an origin external to then.

I have satisfied myself that the conception becomes



PSYO‘:E—IE

Z@?@
untcnable unless thc two sides of the body enter as
factors into the construction of the figurate representa-
tion of this mode of vital activity, or rather this theory of
life which is really the marrow of the thought. .

The blood is living matter prepared to supply energy
where the physiological call is made upon it, but it is not
necessary for the continuity of our system of thought to
regard the blood as it courses round the circulation, as
other than a sourcc of energy ready to surrender its
potentiality at a moment’s notice. Even though living in
the sense of containing millions of minute organisms, it
is yet not essentially part of the organism through which
it eirculates.

It is a- working tool of the directive spirit through
which the more purely internal elements are brought into
operation, those built into the constitution and indicative
of the fact of the spiritual individuality of the being who
is never seen in terms of the external, the True Ego,
which not even to the Empirical Ego is directly visible,
that True Ego which is the discrete aspect of the
Subject—of God. The maintenance of the integrity of
the body is the maintenance of the integrity of the uni-
verse which is given to the self through the under-
standing. Any departure from the usual order of
experience in the one is given correspondingly in the
other : it was therefore from abstract considerations, in
which I offered to myself certain symbolic solutions of
problems of perturbation, that I attacked the problem of
mediumship, &ec., saying to myself, ¢ given certain dis-
turbances of Nature and Man, what is the theory of the
ordinary that is general enough to includc the extra-
ordinary ?”” The answer I obtained was a mathematical
rendering of the fact that he had two sides to his nervous
system, and that just as there were confusions in
consciousness, as to the execution of work, so also were
there confusions in the sub-conscious and automatically
working centres, which, being vertiginous in their nature,
might permit expressions of energy (undirected according
to previous plan of the Executive KEgo, from the stand-
point of the internal) with disturbances in the common
surrounding mediom, from the standpoint of the merely
external and ohjective. Though I have said that the
extra-spacial enters into my conception, I entirely decline
to accept any pseudo-space in which to manipulate my
forces. The extra-spacial is with me the form of
eternity or infinity to which the imaginary forces bear a
very definite reference as mathematicians interpret them
or will interpret them by-and-bye.

I beg to state that such right and left handed traces
as those given to-day, and taken only the other day, are
merely shown as illustrations, and not as the ground of
the above generalisation; for, apart from the general
principle of imaginary forces, it might oceur to anyone
to suggest the idea that as in the healthy body the
pulses were generally even from mutual control of the
bilateral nerve centres, so might we expect that when
men where en rapport, with a resultant activity proving
the same, to find like traces with compositions of nervous
activity tending to a unique result, and starting from
that, argne to the necessary neutralisation or saturation
of opposite polarities in every healthy effort, a general-
isation which would be amply confirmed by clinical
experience.

It is, therefore, simply as the continuation of the case
of rapport I investigated at the Station Hospital,
Guernsey, that I offer the traces with remarks on the
same. I do not know whether the presence of the two
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men in the room was necessary to thc phenomeno: of
knocks; it is likely enough that it was not, but in any
case it is remarkable that Private W , whose ner-
vous indications were as unstable as any I ever studied,
should so far conform in appearance to the traces of
others as to be practically identical with them, if some
profound and secret influence did not bind the directing
centres in a single plan.

MORE ABOUT THE APPARITION OF THE
LATE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA.

It is believed in Russia that the late Czar
appears every night in the Casan Cathedral.
One of the watchers there issaid to have first
seen him, and to have forthwith reported it
to the senior priest. The latter watched one
night, saw the same apparition, and men-
tioned it to his Bishop. The Bishop went to
the church in the evening, and waited
several hours before the high altar. Ad-
joining this is the so-called Emperor’s door,
through which only the Emperor and the
ecclesiastics have access to the altar ; and near
the door is a picture of the Virgin, believed
to have miraculous virtues, the tradition
going that it was not made by the hands of
man. It was formerly in Moscow, but when
the French occupied that city it was removed
to 8t. Petersburg, and afterwards placed in
this church. It is one of the most revered
relics of the Russian Church, and is enclosed
in a gold frame, the jewels, diamonds, rubies,
and emeralds, of which represent a value of
millions (of roubles). After waiting some
hours, the Bishop was convinced that it was
all imagination on the part of the watcher
and the priest, when all at once the Emperor’s
door slowly opened, and the dead Emperor
entered, dressed in full parade uniform, worn
just as when he lay in the coffin. The Bishop
advanced some steps to give him a benediction,
but the Emperor motioned him away with
his hand, and stepping up to the before-
mentioned picture of the Virgin, knelt down
before it, and remained for a long time ab-
sorbed in prayer; he then left the altar by
the same way which he had come. The
whole story is not only related, but entirely
believed, in the best society. In all social
circles one hears of nothing but this appari-
tion, and the most extraordinary conclusions
are quite seriously deduced from it. Tt is
observable that the Cathedral, by order of the
Metropolitan, is closed from six o’clock in the
evening, and no one obtains admission,—Z%e
Court Journal, Jonuary 28¢h, 1882.
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SPHYGMOGRAPHY.
No. T.

Now that Dr. Purdon’s experiments indi-
cate that the sphygmograph bids fair to
become a potent instrument in psychological
research, some general information about the
apparatus itself, and its method of use, may
not be out of place.

Dr. Etienne Jules Marey, of Paris, whose
name is inseparably connected with the early
history of the sphygmograph, describes his
form of the instrument in his book Za Cir-
culation du Sang, published in Paris in 1863.
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Fig. 1.

He used a simple and very light lever of
wood and aluminium, F, Fig. 1, fixing a
pen, N, at the end of the lever and at right
angles thereto, in such a manner that the
point of the pen was always in contact with
the paper, despite the arc described by the
point of the lever. A light steel spring, A,
carrying an ivory button, B, pressed upon the
artery, D, D, and by means of its point,
communicated the pulsations of the artery to
the lever, F. Therise and fall of the pen, N,
recorded the vibrations on the slip of paper,
H, as the paper was driven by clockwork in
the direction indicated by the arrow K.
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Marcy's sphygmograph recorded so many
more details than its predecessors, that it
quickly arrested the attention of the medical
world, and was first introduced to the Iinglish
public by Dr. F. E. Anstie, at a meeting of

¥)  the Medical Society of London, held Novem-

ber 20th, 1865, and has been occasionally used
in scientific research until a somewhat recent
date. -It has not only been applied to the
human subject, but Marey at the outset re-
corded with it the hcart-beats of dogs, cats,
tortoises, frogs, birds, and fish.

Since the invention of Marey’s instrument
sphygmographs of all kinds and descriptions
have been invented in England and on the
Continent, but Marcy’s in nearly its original
form held its own against all new-comers,
until the beginning of 1880. In England
the instrument had been made more sensitive
by substituting a light needle for a pen, and
smoked paper as the recording surface. A
method of regulating the pressure of the
spring on the artery tended to increase the
scientific precision of the piece of apparatus.

In 1880, Dr. R. E. Dudgeon invented a
sphygmograph, in which several of the good
points of its predecessors were retained and
bad ones abolished. Marey’s sphygmograph
stretched along the arm, and was troublesome
to fix in position; Pond's modification of it
rose high in air; Dr. Dudgeon succeeded in
comprising the whole instrument in a space
less than three inches square, and in so doing
he strengthened it, since the various parts of
his more compact form of sphygmograph tend
to support each other. One view of a Dud-
geon’s sphygmograph purchased by Dr. Purdon
from Messrs. Salt and Sons, 21, Bull Street,
Birmingham, isgiven in our large engraving
on page 6,and another view of it in the
accompanying cut, Fig. 2. At one end of
the instrument is the little box containing
the clockwork for driving the little rollers
which pass the strip of smoked paper (in-
dicated by dotted lines) under the needle ; the
needle itself is represented in its position of
rest, before it is thrown forward upon the
paper it has to mark. The ivory button for
regulating the pressure of the spring upon
the artery is graduated to indicate pressure
up to five ounces of troy ; about 3% ounces is
the best pressure to use.

Dr. Dudgeon gives the following instrue-
tions for the use of the instrument :



.[’he advanmges of this instr ument are:

1. It magnifies the movements of the arfery in a uni-
form degree, viz. 50 times.

2. The pressure of the spring can be regulated from 1
to 5 ounces (30 to 150 grammes).

3. Tt requires no wrist-rest, and may be used with
equal facility whether the patient is standing, sitting or
lying.

4. With it a tracing of the pulse can be made almost
as quickly as the pulse can be felt with the finger.

5. Its sensitiveness is so great that it records the
slightest deviation in form or character of every beat.

6. Tts construction is so simple that if accidentally
broken any watchmaker can repair it.

7. It is so small (2% by 2 inches) and it is so light
(4 oz.) that it can easily be carried in the pocket.

8. It is only one third of the price of the cumbrous
instruments hitherto offered to the profession.

Directions for Use.

1. Wind up the clockwork used to drive the smoked
paper along by means of the milled button at the back
of the clockwork box.

2. Insert one end of the smoked paper (smoked side
uppermost), on the right-hand side of the instrument,
between the roller and small wheels.

3. Make the patient hold out either hand open and in
an easy position, the fingers pointing towards you, and
direct him not to move the wrist or fingers.

4. Ascertain the precise spot where the radial artery
beats at the wrist, close behind the eminence of the os
trapezium.

5. Slip the band, the free end of which has been
drawn through the clamp, over the patient’s hand.

6. Apply pressute to the spring by turning the spring-
regulator so that the number of ounces, or portions of
ounces, you wish, is pointed to by the indicator. The
pressure may be altered at will when the instrument is
fixed on the arm.

7. Place the bulglng button of the spring exactly over
the artery, its long axis parallel to the course of the
artery, the box containing the clock-work resting lightly
on the forearm above.

8. Retaining the instrument in its place with the left
hand, draw the band through the clamp with the thumb
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and fore-finger of the rlght hand, holding back the clamp
with the other fingers of that hand ; when the requisite
tightness has been obtained, which will be known by the
point of the needle working freely over the centre of the
smoked paper, screw up the clamp with the left hand, so
as to fix the instrament.

9. Set the smoked paper in motion by pushing to-
wards the right the small handle on the top of the clock-
work box.

10. Let the paper run through, and do not touch the
instrument or the patient, unless to support hishand in
your own to secure perfect steadiness.

11. Catch the paper as it passes out of the instrument
in your left hand.

12. Stop the clockwork as soon as the paper has
passed.

Remarks.—The clockwork is regulated so that the
smoked paper shall pass through in ten seconds. Six
times the number of pulsations ‘traced on the paper will
give us the number per minute. The clockwork will
not pass more than three lengths of paper at the same
rate. It is best to wind it up anew after two lengths
have passed.

For ordinary purposes the instrument may be wused
without fixing the band in the clamp, both ends of the
band being merely held with sufficient tightness at the
back of the patient’s wrist by the fingers of the operator’s
right hand. A very little practice will enable the
operator to hold the instrument thus as steadily as the
clamp can doit, and time is thereby saved.

(To be continued.)
« ELEMENTALS ” AND PERSONALITY.
BY THE HONBLE. RODEN NOEL,

I may ask any one of your readers who
reads the book you have just published for me,
to take note of the difference hetween my
view concerning the external world as there
propounded, and the view propounded by
Madame Blavatsky, Colonel Olcott, and other
theosophists, I believe in your columns, as
well as elsewhere, that the forces of nature
are blind (therefore unintelligent ?) intelli-
gences of some kind, “ Elementals.” To this
view I think it was Mr. D. FitzGerald who
pertinently objected by asking to how many
foot pounds one of such entities might be
equivalent ? It appears to me a crude notion
to take forces of nature just as we perceive them,
as really existing out there all by themselves,
and then call such forces a kind of blind un-
conscious intelligence ; and what could such a
contradiction be like ? Because these forces
have necessarily undergone what Kant calls
a calegorising process in being submitted to
the actual constitution of our perceiving and
conceiving faculty as forces of nature, they
are sensations and ideas of ours; but I admit
that they represent an unknown 2 acting
upon us from outside. And that unknown
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z,as I have argued in my book, is in all
probability intelligent ; but intelligence can-
not be conceived to exist out of a focus of
intelligence, out of some sort of conscious
self-identifying unity of experience, which is
what I mean by a person. But the unit of
personality it is impossible for us who are
organic to gauge in the inorganic; of what
kind the intelligence in the elements may be
we cannot for certain say. All force, how-
ever, all energy, is necessarily spiritual, has
.the nature of will, and idea or sensation. If
forces were what theosophy contends, they
would all be at cross purposes, instead of
being merely modes of one ever-changing
phenomenon with an  established order.
Whatever the agents be, “ there is a Provi-
dence who shapes” their “ends, rough hew
them how " they “will "—an inner harmony
and necessity through all.

Another point 1 would advert to is the
teaching of James Hinton, to whom T have
expressed my very great obligation, and who
seems to me one of the most pregnant teachers
of the day. But while expressing difference
from him on certain points, I would here
signalize one very essential point on which
his teaching appears to me erroneous—that of
personality. There are passages in the book
of posthumous philosophy lately published
(infinitely suggestive as that noble book is in
other respects) with which I cannot at all
agree. The strictures on his idea of the
highest Being as impersonal Love, in the last
number of 7%e Spectator, were to my mind
perfectly justified. Personality is the cardinal
basis of philosophy with me. Impersonal Love
can be only, as 1 believe, an abstraction, a
conception of some concrete personal lovers
and thinkers—needs them to support it, and
cannot support them. Beng is another ab-
stract conception of the same sort. There is,
and can be nothing beyond the one and self-
identifying experience of a person, or spirit,
and of many such. Love must have a fer-
minus @ quo and a ferminus ad quem. What
is “love ” floating about all diffused, with no
one loving, and no one beloved ? And what
is “being,” with no other more concrete
characteristics ¢ Merely a plaything of some
personal imagination, though spoken of by
abstruse writers as something very awful,
ultimate, and mysterious. But you may en-
large your personality as much as you like,

extend the scope and sweep of it. The
Supreme Divine Person has knowledge of and
sympathy with all, identifies Himself with
all, nay, imparts of His own life to the eternal
true selves of all, for «“in Him we live, move,
and have our being.” He ever suppresscs
Himself to constitute the creature. There-
fore is He infinite and finite, limited and un-
limited. The one indeed cannot be without
the other, the one is in and by the other.
Without this no consciousness, love, will,
self-sacrifice. We are as necessary to God, as
Gtod is to us. Hence the truth of the doctrine
of the Trinity.

We arenot yet personal enough; we must be-
come more, not less so, as we rise in the scale
of being. Nature shows integration, ever-
increasing, pari passu, with differentiation, till
we arrive at man ; and the highest men, while
universal in their self-identification with
others, even with the creatures below them,
have a correspondingly greater, not less centre,
or unit of personality, wherein this self-differ-
entiation and self-integration occur—it could
not occur at all without this.

God is most personal of all, and therefore
most loving and wise. It is imperfect person-
ality. that is self-centred and selfish. But
the true person is free of all other person-
alities—is one with them—yet obliterate the
personalities, and what have you left ?

‘Who is one with who, or what ?

Consider that self-sacrifice without a self to
sacrifice were a contradiction. But if it be
said that self may be sacrificed and done with,
I ask, how then is continuous self-sacrifice
possible ¢ True it is, that in active love,
the sacrifice becomes transfigured, and the
self is not distinctly present to consciousness as
self : there is little self-consciousness, but,
still implicitly, if not explicitly, the dis-
tinctively individual centre of conscious ex-
perience must be there ; else there could be no
realisation of objects to be loved and helped,
because no discrimination of them as endowed
with their own specific character. For this
must be done in one focus of self-identifying
experience. Love fosters what is the special
function of each in the world economy.
Abstruse writers indeed, Orientals and others,
would get rid of all distinction, and be
merged in one blank sea of nothing. DBut it
is for these persons to tell us how a rich
varied consciousness emerged from the bosom
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of Nothing, and how it is going to manage to
return thither, even granting them the sub-
limity, and desirability of such a consumma-
tion as thefinal outcome and result of allman’s
efforts and perplexities. Contemplating the
navel and saying “ Om,” may lead the pious
some way on the road to perfect idiotcy, and
that coveted blankness in experience; but how
to get all the way ! Yet, if you do not want to
go so far as nothing, then you must revert to
your conscious personalities. However deep-
ened, and widened in scope, we are in and
by one another—in all and by all.
———p—————————

SPHYGMOGRAMS TAKEN DURING THE
OCCURRENCE OF PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA.
BY JOHN L. PURDON, M.B., SURGEON-MAJOR, ARMY MEDICAL

DEPARTMENT.

In offering some pulse tracings taken in
connection with my last described research,
I must remark that no very special selection
has been made. I could have produced some
more easily perceived resemblances had I
them with me in town, but as it is I must be
content to offer such as [ have. I described in a
recent number of 7%¢ Spiritualist, the occur-
rence of knockings in the prisoners’ ward in
the hospital under my charge, where two
men were confined, one of them at least, if
not both, possessing the mediumistic or
dyssynergic diathesis. 1 gave a briel ac-
count of the knockings which careful watch-
ing under test conditions proved to bhe real,
material, external facts, and I now offer for
inspection a few of the pulse tracings taken
from the wrists of those in the room during
the cceurrence of the puzzling phenomenon.
The tracings are some of those taken upon
the night of the 10th January last, a week
from the time that the existence of knocks
and apparitions was reported to me. If I
had my own choice I should not publish such
a fragmentary account of the investigation,
but as my space and time are both limited
from my being under orders for foreign
service, 1 am obliged to give a mere forecast
of what in better hands may yield a rich
harvest for psychology,since the resemblance
of the tracings in those taking partin certain
expressions of energy is advanced as in-
dicative of either a direct attraction, through
which a certain physical result is actively
produced, or of a passive condition through

which certain influencing vibrations are per-
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mitted to act upon a nervous system, after
having been projected by another, or of a
complex state in which both these conditions
obtain.

It will be perceived that on the night of
the 10th January, 1882, the right (Figs. 1
and 2) and left (Figs. 3 and 4) sides,* show
different tracings in cach man’s case, whereas
the right hand trace of Private W
(Fig. 1) corresponds to, and is as nearly as
possible similar to that of the right hand
trace of Private L (Fig. 2), the same

holding in the case of the two left hand
traces (Figs. 3 and 4), also. All through the
evening the knocks were heard in the room,
some of them while the traces were running

Fig. 4.

through the sphygmograph. We found that
a concentrated attention was less likely to be
accompanied or followed by knocks than a
lively conversation. At the end of my work,
before leaving the men for the night, I took
my own trace with that of Private W -
and I noted the establishment of a resem-
blance between us, Private W , who
was the sensitive, yielding to the influence
of my dynamism, which probably had a
meaning in the next night’s performance,
when the knocks were very marked. [ had
given him my hand to press against his fore-
head, while sitting on his bed, with the view
of ascertaining if he could perceive the mental
picture which I was presenting to my mind’s
eye, at which he made a very bad shot indeed.

* The set of tracings of Privates W— and L
I give, were all taken at a pressure of 3} oz. troy.

, which
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ned by “wil- @ can dispose of. It is the very fact of the co-
ling,” and I had used the sphygmograph %‘Af incidence that is of value. T know that

profitably after such experiments, so I wasin 4% traces frequently resemble each other, but I
hopes that I might in the first place obtain ;> know that they cannot be made to do so
some positive result as to the man’s clairvoy- <34 cither by bungling or by intention, and that
ance, and in the second find some vital &Y} thercfore in all probability these fugitive
similarity between him and myself. phenomena indicate something very im-
On the night of the 11th of January, the %% portant.
knocking was more pronounced than before, The following sets of tracings will serve
and I found on examination that we wereall % to show the caution required in drawing any
three showing tracings very much alike. As #A® conclusion asto the existence or otherwise of
was to beexpected, however, Private W ‘ physical rapport. They were taken in the
and Private L were ‘more alike than case of two gentlemen, one of whom was
I to either of them, for I do not consider anxious that I should show him my way of
myself much of a factor in knock-making.  *%y working the sphygmograph with the view to
On the night of the 11th, Private L 's o403 further research, should opportunities of
pulse was fuller than usual and therefore the &3 making useful experiments occur. It will
more reliable in its indication. Some of the #M be seen that four tracings were taken from
left pulse beats, which were variable, were {3 him, Figs. 5 and 6 in the first instance, one
very like those of Private W , while % right and left, then tracings 7and 8. I poin-
on the right side, the resemblance was even 3% ted out that the great likeness of the separate

more marked. My own pulse tracings, taken
right and left after 1 had been sitting on
Private W 's bed, tracing him, showed
a departure from its usual type, and more or
less resembled those of the men I was ex-
amining. Later on in the evening T took
Private W and myself again, and
found that the tracings were identical, except
that Private W ’s impulse-blow was
more pronounced than mine, a fact that did
not interfere with the important part of the
pattern, i.e., the wavelets of the primary
wave.

As a rule, the wavelets of the primary
wave are not accurately described in books ;
their causation is not understood, but I am

A
very much inclined to believe that they de- %
¥

monstrate the existence of a conjugate as-
sociation of the centres of vaso-motion and
nutrition in the medulla oblongata, some- pairs of the same hand, while the two sides of
what similar to that which holds in the as- A7 the body showed a marked difference, was to
sociation of the centres which govern the * me proof positive that the true trace was ob-
complex and conjoint motions of the eye- tained from each side, and that this fact of a
balls, but with more purely physical links real difference pointed to a condition of nerve
through higher ganglia interposed. strain, such as a sensitive nervous system

I do not put this paper forward in the might physically display. These tracings
hope that I shall convince anyone that I am being all taken with the same pressure on
right in my view of the physiological value the artery, 33oz., troy weight, in every in-
of the resemblances I have observed in stance, are all the more valuable as serving
nervous subjects ; Isimply offer for consider- to eliminate the weight of the possible sug-
ation a fruitful subject of study which no gestion that the tracings were fudged so as
& prior: negation or appeal to the existence to force a resemblance where none existed.
of constitutional relationship and coincidence * It will be thus seen that this set of tracesisa

Fig. 8.
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casual one, and not some specially selected
from a large number with the view of
favouring the argument.

Now, considering the fact that before the
tracings 6 and 10 werc taken, one of the gentle-
men in question had been engaged for a con-
siderable time endeavouring to fix the sphyg-
mograph upon the wrist: of the other, under
my direction, for the purpose of taking his
trace, by way of exercise, and that during
that operation his hand was constantly in
contact with that of the other, it is of im-
portance to be able to state that there is
evidence to show that the first, whom we will
call Mr. A., was more or less compelled to
adapt his pulse-governing centres to those of
the second, whom we will call Mr. B., since
the new trace shown by Mr. A. could not be
identified as similar to those taken from
either the left or right hand on the previous
occasion immediately before.

When Mr. A. failed to fix the instrument
to my satisfaction on Mr. B.’s wrist, Iadjusted
it, taking the trace No. 9 and others not
shown, after which the instrument was fixed

Fig. 10.
upon Mr. A’s wrist, and the trace marked
No. 10, with another not shown obtained.
Though I do not claim to prove anything un-
questionably from a single observation, or to
show that the nervous determinations of the
first gentleman were forced to correspond to
those of the second, yet even in this simple
case I attach value to my own skill in the
use of the instrument, and to the fact brought
to my notice directly, that on recent occasions
Mr. B., while in conversation with Mr, A,
picked out for use words which the latter
gentleman declared were in his thoughts a
shorttime before he spoke, and thathe, Mr. A.,
had suffered from vertiginous confusion more
than once when in the presence of the former.,
Such facts coupled with the numecrous cases
of the establishment of the physical evidence
of rapport which have come under my direct

PSYCHE.

PRI

observation, I myself having conducted the
experiments in all their details, indicate that
it is high time to attend to the import of these
resemblances. The subject is now a pretty
familiar one with me, but I wish to invite
the reader who cares for such studies to go
into the matter for himself, not crediting me
with anything more than a hint as to the
method to be followed. Multiplied experi-
ments, after the acquirement of the prelim-
inary dexterity, can alonc give to this dis-
covery the weight of a legitimate induction,
which indeed with me was a deduction from
theory rapidly succeeding,if not supplement-
ing, the induction from a necessarily limited
experience.

One word in conclusion : the important
part of the trace for the establishment of a
resemblance is the primary wave, the two
wavelets of which, always presentin a normal
pulse, though difficult to recognise during
many circulatory modifications, give the
variability of feature to the pulse upon
which its character depends. The reason of
this is evident ; it is that part of the trace
which indicates the presence of muscular
action upon the blood vessels of the part
studied, so that wherever the sign of muscular
action is seen, the presence of a directing
psychical agent is to be inferred. The latter
part of the curve does not necessarily re-
semble the corresponding part in a rapport
trace, for the mechanical causation of that
part of the line is due in general to the
elasticity of the aorta, and to the proper

motions of the left ventricle of the heart.
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“Tue New Church Magazine * for last month contains a talented essay by
Mr. G. C. Ottley, on the doctrine of redemption from a Swedenborgian point of
view. The same journal gives an obituary notice of the late Mrs, Hook, of
Snodland, Kent,

Mrs. Epwin ErL1s, the wife of the well-known marine and landscape painter,
is shortly to make her debut on the stage, which she intends following as a pro-~
fession. = Mrs. Ellis, who is also an authoress of considerable ability, has been
studying for some time under Mr. George Neville.

A NuwLy formed ‘“ S8ociety for Psychical Research,’” under the presidency of
Professor Henry Sidgwicls, is a partial step in the right direction. The society
would be much stronger did its directorate include such able men as Dr. John
Purdon, Mr. J, A. Campbell (who is now in London), Mr. Roden Noel, and
Mz, Frank Padmore.

Dr. Purnox, beforc he was satisfied of the identity of rapport between him.
self and his first patient, took upwards of 300 sphygmograms, and in the
investigation of the subject has taken about 2000 altogether. Comparative
sphygmography is an art in itself, and only an experienced eye can recognise
the full value of the indications, Dr, Purdon has lately been at the Horsc
Guards, Aldershot and Canterbury, illustrating a system of rougk-riding and
recruit-training which he has devised for the benefit of the cavalry soldier.

T'HE presence of three or four men publicly noted for long public hostility, to
a scientific section of the psychical press, and the absencc of the names of
various first.rate investigators of the subject who oppose their hostility, is a
marked feature of the directorate of the new Society for Psychical Research.
If all the nominal managers attended the legislatory meetlngs the point here
raised would be of minor importance, but & quorum of six or seven is a liberal
estimate of the average attendance at the gatherings of such bodies, so that the
most active men in managing the public affairs of Spiritualism since the great
secessions some three years ago, are the same knot of persons who now seecm
to have the new Psychologieal Soeiety in their hands. If the Society had
started from a position of neutrality, it would have been a useful, peacemaking,
and desirable organisation,
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The Best Book to place in Publie Libraries and in the
hands of Disbelievers in Spiritualism.
CONTENTS.
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ualism. By the Editor.
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Tested, By Robert Hare, M.D., Professor of Chemistry
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TO ENQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM.
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A considered masses of evidence that Spiritualism
is true, is No. 59 of The Spiritualist, price 4d., 43d,
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“RIFTS IN THE VEIL.”

A Collectior of ehoice poems and prize essays given
through mediumship, also of artielés and poems writ-
ten by Spiritualists. A useful book to plaee in the
public librarics, and to prescnt or send to those who
are unacquainted with Spiritualism. 1t eontainsmuch
about the religious aspeets of Spiritualism, given
through the writing medinmship of “ M.A. (Oxon),”
and is one of the most refined and elegant works cver
printed in eonneetion with the movement.

CONTENTS.
Introduction :—The Philosophy of Inspiration.

.—“O! Boautiful White Mother Death,” Given &

through the trance-mediumship of Cora L. V. Tappan~

Richmond, ‘s

II.—The Apparition o gireef, By Sophie
Aksakof, P e v Bopn

ITI.-—The Translation of Shelley to the Higher Life.
Given through the trance-mediumship of T. L, Harris

IV.—Gone Home, Given through the trance-
mediumship of Lizzie Doten.

V.--The Birth of the Spirit. Given through the
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SPIRIT IDENTIVY.
BY M.A. (OXON.)
Containsrecords of gpiritual manifestations, tending
to prove that some of the spirits who communicate
through mediums, are the persons they say they are.
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On the power of Spirits to gain access to sourees of
information.
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Identity,
Cases of Spirit-Tdentity.
1. Man erushed by a stcam-roller.
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On some diffieultics of inquirers into Spiritualism,
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MHE first volume, (bound) is now

run out; and as many purchased eopies, those
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by sending 3/6 in_stamps for a eopy of Philosophy of
Spirits; which will be forwarded wiih the other two
volumes gratis, Applieation to Wrnriam OxLEY,
65, Bury New Road, Higher Broughton, Manchester,

Price 5s, 6d.
Inspirational Poetry,
“POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE.”
With a Prefacc deseribing the spiritual state of trance
during which some of the poems were given.

CONTENTS.
Parr I,

L.—The Prayer of the Sorrowing—IT. The Song
Truth—III. The Embarkation—IV. Kepler’s Vision —
V. Love and Latin—VI. The Song of thc North—V11.
The Burial of Webster—VIII, The Farting of Sigurd
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Hope for the Sorrowing—XII1. Compensation—X1V.
The Fagle of Freedom—XV. Mistress Glenare—X V1.
Little Johnny—XVII, * Birdie’s Spirit Song ’—
XVIII. My Spirit Home—XIX. I still Live”—XX.
Life—XXT, Love—XXII. ‘‘For a’ that'’—XXIII,
Words of Cheer—XXIV. Resurrexi—XXV., The
Prophecy of Vala—XXVI. The Kingdom—XXVII.
The Cradle or Cofin—XXVIIL. The Streets of Balti-
more—XXIX. The Mysterics of Godliness—XXX.
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RITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION OF SPIRITUALISTS, 38 Great Russcll
Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.0. THe largest aud
most influential “membership of any spiritualist
organisation. The Reading Koom andLibrary open
daily from 2 to 9 p.m., Saturdays 11 a.m, to 4 p.m.
The Seeretary, or hus assistans, receive visitors and
answer inquiries. Further particularson application,
—Trom4s BLyrow, Resident Secrctary.
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Swall4to. pp. 375, Illusirated. Price 12s. 6d.
THE PERFECT WAY; or, The
Finding of Christ : a course of lecturcs setting
forth in ifs purityland fulness the ancient doectrine of
the constitution” of Existenee and the nature of
Religion, and supplying a system of thought and rule
of life adapted to all the neédsand aspirations of man-
kind. ~Derived from original sourees ; and differing
entirely in method and scope from any work hitherto
published. London: Field and Tuer; Hamilton,

Adams and Co. New York: Scribner and Welford.

Cloth, small 8vo, price 3s,
OTHER-WORLD ORDER:
Suggestions and Conelusions thereon
By WILLIAM WHITE,

Mr. White’s contention is that there is place and use
in the divine economy for all varieties of men and
women ; and that there is not any one, however per-
versc or insignificant, who is mot created for _some
funetion in universal humanity. As to the question of
everlasting punishment, Mr. White maintains an
original position. If asked whether he believes in the
everlusting punishinemt of sinners, he answers Ycs j but
if asked whether he belicves in everlasting sinners, he
answers, No. All the eonfusion, perplexity, and
angnish which exists as to the future life arise from
the eonstant assumption that the everlasting punish-
ment of sin is identieal with the everlasting existence
of sinners. Sin or transgression has been, i3, and ever
will be etcrnally punished ; torment and miscry are
everlastingly inseparable from wrong~-doing ; and
preersely ~beeause inseparable, the wrong-doer
must, sooner or later, cease from wrong-doing. In
short, the cverlasting punishment of sin is sure
warrant for the impossibility of everlasting sinners.

E. W, ALLEN, 11, Ave Maria-lane, E.C.
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The re'eo'rd is dated Decembsr 17th, “18"81 '

~and.in it Dr. Vazeille sefs forth that his nei rrh—
~ hour and friend, Mr. Troseille, chemist, of
Issv a fervent Spmtuahst had long desired
fo bea witness of the phenomiena’ of physical

| mediumship, which he koew only upon the

test1mony of ‘others, and had never witriessed
himself. = Dr. Vazeille also ar dently wished to
aseertain from personal experience ' the verity
of the facts recorded in the literature of Spirit-
nalism. . After having been present at one of
the séances of the mediwm Mr. Husk, at the Paris.

Peyeholoolcal Society, where he heard several

~ persons say that the results could not be pro-
duced except by trlckery, they resolved to get
the medlum to give a séance on their own
premises, if possible. He consented, and ‘on
the evening of December 4th Tlast, the | séance

was held at Dr. Vazeille’s house, in his. con- -
Vazeille - says that he

sulting room. = Dr.
carried out with Mr. Troseille all the precau-
sions usual in such cases. It was absolutely
impossible that anyone could get into the room
from outside. = In the middle of the room was
a dinner table of three sections, On this
table were placed a mouth organ, a large
musical box, and a violin bow ; the violin
itself was Suspended from the ceﬂmw by a
very strong cord. On the chimney, “behind
the seat occupled by the medium, and about
one yard from him, they placed two toys, a

little trumpet and a liftle piano with six keys;
‘these objects did not belong to the medlum,
nor did he know befor ehand that they were to
be bought for the occasion. Dr. Vazeille had
never heard that at  previous séances Mr.
Husk had had instruments resembling them.

By the side of the others the medmm ‘placed

his own which everyone had seen at the Paris
Pgychological Society, - namely, a little harp
(Oxford chimes?) with- eight or ten cords,
a musical box from Geneva, a bell, a paper

speaking tube, a mouth organ, a bunch of

‘bells, such as are suspended to the necks of
very young children, and lastly a phos-
phorescent card, the luminous face of which
was placed agalnst the table to make the dark-
ness more complete.

_Then, all the persons who were to be at the
séance having been introduced, the two doors

were shut and locked, and the keys placed inthe , -
The

depths of one of Dr Vazeille’s pockets.
circle consisted of twelve persons including the
‘medium and hisinterpreter. All of them were
seated on chairs, except the medium, who was
on a fauteuil of very great weight. Monsieur

Trcseille sat on the right-of the medium.and .
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vDr Vaz"dle on the left, in such a way that
‘the latter held in his rlcrht hand the left hand
- of the medium.

Dr. Vazoﬂle s mother was to
his left. The circle having been formed and
all the sitters comfortably placed they extin-

- guished the two candles which were at ?f/w two
~ extremities of the table.

‘After three or four minutes, durmw which
Dr. Vazeille asked those present o have

- patience, and not to expect anything for an

hour, a voice was heard. It was that, says Dr.
Vazellle, of I’[rresistible, who Wlshed the

listeners good evening, and said that he recol-
leeted the doctor.
“the bell was vigorously agitated. One of the
“sitters having asked the spirit- to prove his
‘presence by a tangible fact, instantly had the

Almost at the same instant

two candles ptaced in his hands these candles

- as already stated had been placed at-the two .

extremities of the table.-

In a short time a hand was placed on Dr.
Vazeille’s head, the chair on which sat Mr.
Troseille was vworously brought nearer to the -
medium, and then began almost without inter-
ruption, 'the series of fantastic and extraor dinary
facts which have been testified to by all who
have had séances with Mr. Husk. The air
“Auy Clair de la Lune” ‘was tapped on the
mouth organ, the fiddlestick was grated very
dlsagreeably -over the violin suspended to the
ceiling, . and the voice declared that it did
not like the instrument. The little musical -

" box was whirled before the faces of the sitters, -

and in a rapid and capricious way round the
room. The harp in its turn executed around
and over their heads a curious flight, and it -
was accompanied by two points of,phosphores-
cent light; the strings were twanged by
During this
time or some moments after, the same “hands
carried the large box, which played all its-
tunes in rotatlon The toys placed on the
chimney were carried over the heads of the -
sitters without hesitation, and placed on- the
table. During all this time the voice made

“itself heard, but nearly always in the direction
~ of the. medmm, enough says Dr. Vazeille, to

make one think it was produced by his organs
of speech. He questioned L’Irresistible on
this point, and he replied that the vocal organs ,
of the medium were not used. :
After that of I?Irresistible the deep voice of
John King said throuOh the speaking tube,
“ Good day, gentlemen He then said that
he had no power to materialise that evening,-

~and he went away _after saying to each of the
sitters, ¢ Bon soir, M. le Docz,‘eur, Bon soir, _Mme.



the doctor, *‘like that which I have observed
when I have auscultated certain persons.” The
witnesses, he adds, were honourable men, ocou-
pying recowmsed scientific positions, and were
all convinced that the facts were inexplicable
by simple combinations of any known forces. -
Those present at the séance, besides Mr.

- Husk and his interpreter, were Dr. Michel
~Vazeille, of Issy ; Mr. Troseille, chemist, Issy ;
Dr. Troseille, of Paris; Mrs, Trosellle, his wife ;
Mr. Troseille, his son; Mr. X., chemist; Mr.
Y., his pupil ; Mr. F ouquerollos chemlst who
spea.ks Enohbh fluently ; Mr. and Mrs. Vazeﬂle,
father and mother of Dr. Vazeille,

—atpo—4p

Lectuge 5y Dr. Hack Tuke :—On Munday evening
February 20th, Dr. Hack Tuke, F.R.C.P., delivered a,n
address at York on Witcheraft, in which he traced the
legislative enactments bearing on Witcheraft in Great

- Britam, and endeavoured to snow that the witches of old
were some of them insane, others labouring under hys-
- teria, epilepsy and cliorea; while some suffered from
none of these maladies, but had the misfortune to be old
and ugly. Looking back on the fearful consequences of
attempting to pumbh witches, he doubted the wisdom of’
- bringing the law to bear upon any of whom he desecribed
as “their modern represeutatives, whether in the form
~ of so-called mediums or even fortune-tellers.”

la mere du Doctewr; Bon soir, Monsieur; Bon soir,
Madame ; - ete., que Diew vous béwisse. DBonne
nuit.”’ :

Throughout the - séance, ha.nds, sometimes
large, sometimes small, were patting Dr.
Vazeille on his head, face, shoulders and hands ;
they rapped loudly on the back of his chalr
on the walls, on the floor; they shook and
rattled the bronze chains of the candelabra on
‘the chimney piece. Mons. Troseille, on the
opposite side of the medium had at the same
time the same manifestations.

'Dr. Vazeille goes on to say thata feoblo voice
coming from near the table close to the hands
of his mother, claimed to be that of Fenélon,
and said without. a trace of English accent,
“Out, je m’en vais, Adieu, que Dicu vous bénisse.”’
A little later, by the advice of the interpreter,
the candles were -re-lit, when the medium and
his heavy arm-chair were found on the top of
the table. The chair had made a rotation of
a quarter of a circle. During the whole time
of the séance the hands of Mr. Husk‘ were held.
Mr. Husk trembled and sighed when the spirits
said they were drawing power from him; he
was bathed in perspiration, which smelt, says
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS .
About Mr. Ropex NOLLS “ Beatrice, cmd oﬂzer Poems ™ a

¢, . . La distinction de votre Muse, soit qu’elle se développe da.ns dés drames touchants, smt qu “elle se complaise & de charmants paysages et
3 des. pleces exquises comme les June Roses, vous sentez tendrement la-nature et vous la rendez d'une maniére bien v1ve 1l y a dans votre
volume un-morceau 3 part et que des amis qu1 je V'aimiontré préférent & tout, c’est ce petn; ‘chef-d’muvre de ¢ Ganymede.' "*—~Sainte Beuve.

“We have italicised two wonderful bits, but the whole passage should be italicised. The slenderness of the subject conceded, writing more
exquisite it would not be-easy to fine in contemporary poetry. . . . For a companion pieture nearly as delicious, aud perhaps more compressed,
we should have to go back to Coleridge. Out of Coleridge, moreover, it would not be easy to find any philosophical poetry finer than certain
portions of Mr. Noel's ¢ Pan’-—a poem very striking and quite original—forming a sort of grandiose pantheistic hymn to Nature. . . . As ere
blank verse it is very striking, resonant, grandiose, and full of emotion. Some of the lyrics, all of a very fragile intellectual beauty, are
‘very musical indeed. In moods like these —in a softly-tinted sentiment, closely akin to his delicately sensuous feehuw ior natural colour—Mr,
Noel has no rival. . Although these peculiarities are as yet too mdeﬁmtely manifested to warrant any final Judu'ment a8 to the powers of the
writer, it is nevertheless clear that his powers are those of "emus, and, what is buttor, of genius spe cifically poetic. . . . ¢ Ganymede,’ an idyl
thoxoughly Greek; a bit of work which reads like Theocntus in the onomdl Artistically a finished gem, it remainas in the eye like a small
Tume1 ' dthencum. 2

Tt is impossible to read ¢ Beatrice’ through w1thout bemg powerfully moved. There are passdges in it which for mtensﬂ:y and tenderness
clear and vivid vision, spontaneous and delicate spmpathy, may be compared with the best efforts of our best living writers.” —Spectator.

. “Beatrice is the heroine of a. true love story of great delicacy, power, and passuou, in which the author shows his entire mastery of many
different kinds of verse, and his intimate acquamtauce with the broader worsings of human nature. It is a story of power and beauty, told as
a poet only can tell 1t ”—Standmd ;



