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THE BROTHERHOOD OF THE
Eternal Covenant

TJij &f'jhert*XAi fATen to all riven and women u Lo are x+ror.y enourh to rake, 
oc are willing to try to take, the ETERNAL CO VENANT i \  f/rrffjlVrA \s a /v  
u  their *<JincM ledged naraiard o f life, the k>w-ledge and en/^ra^eir>rr,t which 
w>J promote Uk  ufety of the «jctewive attainment* neceuary for becoming divine. 
The fine attainment h ability to hear ccmnrYSjtly zrvi unmktaJcaidy the Still Small 
V'otcc. Nobody will be permitted to enter Farther decree* o f attainment until lari** 
factory nami nation in thi* attainment haa been patted. ThU i* the Gate-covenant;

/  hereby devote, consecrate, and sacrijue everything I  am, have, 
and hope to be and have, to Thee, o Divine Father, to be used for 
Thy purposes, both here and beyond, now and forever. I  reserve no* 
thing. /  will obey immediately, i f  the Still Small Toice w ill guide me. 
/  am weary f  myself, and o f my human purposes. Do Thy W ill in 
me, that I  may be conformed to the eternal purposes. Use me as a
band to do Thy Will; /  only ask to remain Thine fo r  evermore.

No fcr» of any Lind will ever be permitted} bat stamp for reply \ban'A fce endc*- 
ed when an anr-rrr it rxpccied. T ie  General Secretary will appoint local Secretar* 
j o  a* Deeded, and attend* to the management of the Brotherhood.

T h e  G en e ra l M e e tin g  i i  h e ld  m o n th ly  o n  th e  2 2 n d  d a y .
Purpote: To rrrir** the life of the put month, and to adopt definite plan* to in-
erratic the frurtflne*! of the mrrt month. Attendance I* reclamed by- reporting to 
the General Secretary in fenon or by mail, Non-attendance at i?x General Meet 
ing* comttfute* taipemion. Rehabilitation in the hands of the Secretary.

T h e  R egular M e e tin g  is h e ld  w e e k ly  on  T u e s d a y s , 8 p . m . ,  E .T .
Purpose: To nmevr the Comecrarion Vow, meditating on the thought; o t h a t  ■
W1 Q K T  K * O W  W M AT O O D *l W IL L  ?OM H I  K O W  J t ,  T H A T  I K W g T  DO J T  I M M C D I A T -

ter. Merrien will join in this wherever they may be, at their local time correv- 
pceviinj to 8p,m. Earem time, in order to secure unity of dwfre.

All well-meaning people are inrired to join m this.

T h e  D a ily  D e v o tio n -h o u r  is N o o n ,
T h e  Daily" In te rc e s s io n -h o u r  is a t 6 a .m .

Blank *r>oitcafion« for ad minion to n*eir;ber!.h;p may be had o f

T H E  G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y  B . E . C .
P.O.Box 9

MEDFORD,  MASS. ,  U .S.A.



T H E IDEAL CH U R C H

I. 'I'he (Church.— The I>urd Kid, IVhere tzro or :href c*e 
thtred t o g e t h e r  t there am I  in the midst f  m u .  The Divirt Preu 
cncc which h vouchsared 'O 'he gathering or 2 :V.v of the farthf-I 
is different from that which mav he found in the locked closer. Yet

T -<it n not !c“, real. And since human hedng* are doth ;nuivtuua.s art:
members or society, thev need for the rwiftr.es*, heai'h and fan:tv

^  ?  *

of their spiritual growth the Divine Presence in both forms. A Church
of some kind is almost a necessity, and has usually -een the outgrowth* # -
if not the means of effective spiritual work. As the Individual Pres 
ence is the condition of growth of the spiritual life o f the individual 
in depth or degree, so i* the Congregational Presence for :i= growth 
in width or kind, that is, in i*s sanity. Hence the r ecessrrv of a 
Church. And though it is ’.veil that there should he Churches of all 
kinds to help all kinds of people, yet the fact that many of them are 
so corrupted as to work as much harm as good should encourage the 
serious consideration of what a Church, in the deepest, truest, and 
divincse sense of the word, really is. What is thi3 Idea! Church:

2. The Same.— The Ideal Church’s name is the Church i f  the 
Consecration, for its one all-overshadowing message is Consecration 
to God, Con form: rv to his blessed Will, and passion for being used
by God to promote his purposes.

3. Freedom.— The result of this Consecration is the second note 
of the Idea! Church: absolute freedom from prejudice, superstition, 
and second-hand opinions, in dogma or discipline. Is ir nor sheer 
hypocrisy to say to God, as many do in practice. Dear God, inspire 
me; but remember, that i f  thj teaching ii not orthodox, /  zeilf none 
of it. Is not this an insult to the Divinity: Will it not be avenged?



2 The 'Ideal Church

Is  it p o s s ib le  to  be wholly c o n se c ra te d  to  G o d ,  wholly at his disp^ 
a l, so lo n g  as a n y  p ro m ise  to  an e a r th ly  b e in g  or organization  is out, 
s ta n d in g ?  T h e  O rd in a t io n  S erv ice  is u n o b jec tio n a b le  enough; hy 
w h e r e  is th e  d iv in e  a u th o r ity  for th e  re q u ire d  p riv a te  signed prom- 
ise o f  c o n fo rm ity  to  th e  doctrines o f  o n e  o f  m a n v  disagreeing scftd 
C o n s e c ra tio n  to  G o d  d e m a n d s  u t te r  freed o m  to  believe  and preach 
w h a t  G o d  rev ea ls  to  th e  soul itse lf , an d  th a t  alone. A nd  as nobodv 
c an  d e c e iv e  G o d ,  it is e v id e n t th a t  a lth o u g h  th o se  w h o  belong to id 
e a r th lv  ecc le s ia s tica l o rg a n iz a tio n  m ay  in  a n s w e r  to  serious prava 
be  a t tim es  to ld  from  w ith in  w h a t  is G o d ’s W ill for them , yet 

th e v  c a n n o t  h o p e  for p e rso n a l in s p ira t io n . T h e y  a re  to  be pitied, 
r a th e r  th a n  to  be e n v ie d .

4 . Gratuitousness. — F re e d o m  e n ta ils  th e  th ird  note of the Ideal
C h u r c h .  A ll th e  g re a te s t  th in g s  o f  life c o m e  fo r n o th in g ; money
c an  p ro c u re  th e  sm all th in g s  o n ly ;  a n d  i f  a c h u rc h  be  d iv in e , it will
be  a lso  b e y o n d  m o n e v . L ik e  th e  F a th e r  in  h e a v e n , it w ill be with- • •
o u t r e s p e r t  o f  p e r s o n s ;  a n d  th is  can  o n ly  b e  w h e n  m o n e v  is entire* 
Iv se p a ra te d  fro m  th e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  so u ls  a re  d e a lt  w i th  on the basis 
o f  p r in c ip le  alonet w i th o u t  a tra c e  o f  ev en  th e  m o st refined  form of

s im o n y .
Ministration Physical,— T h e  fo u r th  note o f  th e  C h u rch  is 

M in is t r a t io n — w h ic h ,  in  v ie w  o f  m a n ’s t r iu n e  n a tu re  m u st be phys 
ic a l , m e n ta l ,  a n d  sp ir i tu a l. P h y s ica l M in is tr a t io n  co n sis ts  of colled* 
io n s  o f  m o n e v  at p u b lic  se rv ic e s  fo r th e  p u rp o se  o f  a llev ia ting  the 
su ffe rin g s o f  th e  p o o r . S in c e  th e  C h u rc h e s  h a v e  lo n g  ag o  disow ned 
a n v  b u t p h y s ic a l  h e a lin g , w h ic h ,  in h o sp ita ls , is e n tire ly  a m atter 
fo r  th e  s ta te ,  it has n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  h e a lin g . In d iv id u a l healing 
s h o u ld  rake  p lac e  as th e  c o n s e q u e n c e  a n d  n o t th e  cause  of spiritual 

c o n d itio n s .
6 . Ministration Mental, — A n o th e r  fo rm  of th e  g ra tu ito u s  m in  

is tra tio n  o f  th e  Id e a l C h u r c h  is th e  sp re a d  o f  le a rn in g , th e  H o lv  C a 
th o lic  R e lig io n  o f  B ra in s . A ll sc ie n c es  a n d  a r ts , b ecau se  th e v  are 
n e c e ssa ry  m e a n s  to  sp ir itu a l d e v e lo p m e n t sh o u ld  b e  im p a rte d  freelv . 
T b e ^ e  is n o  re lig io n  h ig h e r  th a n  t r u th .  In v e s tig a tio n  is a lw ay s  pro-



(nr.  U a thing nu t ,  n will It u n d n a u d ;  w if u)*rt the sooner it 

b unm aTc.t, the hcitct tor a\\ tom m icil. I here lore, utnicr all cir- 

i utnsUfu t v, nn i Mii-atr

'  M m i t f  "tun  ’ I'iu highest  form o! ministration is
ot  u n i r u -  sp ir i tua l .  T h e  M in i s t e r  must vet to it that he he so eon* 

s a f f r d  to  G o d  as to he insp ired  n i l l i c i c n i b  to g b c  the souls under  

his t hargr  a!) thr  l ight they n r r j  to b a u m e  as p c r W l  as their ha* 

t h t t  in h r a s e n .
H. Support of  tbt M tnuur .  -  W<n\ shall  the Minister prenure 

t h e  n e c e s s a r i e s  i if life? F r o m  the Father in heaven,  w h o  will  send 

t h e m  to  h i m ,  av is best  for h im.  Rut av the d iv ine  law demands that 
c \ r n  m a n  shall  earn his l i ve l ihood  w i th  the sweat  of his brow; so 

w e r e  it w e l l  for the  M i n i s t e r  to labour p h y s i ca l l y  in order to open  

a natura l  a v e n u e  w h e r e t h r o u g h  G o d  might  send him his support,  
A n d  s i n c e  p r e a c h i n g  through (he printed page is so effective,  under  

cer ta in  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  this might  be a valuable form of labour. I he 

M i n i s t e r  w i l l  n c>cr  1<  r ich ,  but wi l l  never  lack what  is best for him;  

h e  m a v  be as lean as ^ s o p ’ s w o l f ,  but around his neek will not he 

th e  c o l l a r - m a r k s  of the  sleek h o u s e -d o g .  I he I/jrd will  care for hii 
o w n ,  that is ,  for th o se  w h o  arc uttcrlv consecrated to his service,  
and  w i l l  p r o te f t  th em  to the ut termost ,  being an al l -powerful ,  all* 
k n o w i n g ,  and a i l - l o v in g  Father.

9 .  Liturgy.— Shall  the services o r this Ideal Church o f  the Liv 
ing G o d  be  l i turgical  or e x t em p oran eou s ?  Liturgical,  by all means,  
p r o v i d e d  that the  l i turgv he clast ic,  cont inual ly  subjeft to inspired 
r e v i s i o n ,  and to  the  l iv ing  w o r d .  Al l  beautiful expressions and rile 1 
s h o u ld  be  retained by c x c i d i n g  their imperfections,  and by making 
the  m o s t  o f  their beauties.  W i th o u t  a prearranged liturgy the inspir 
i t ing ef fef t  o f  c o m m o n  praver and praise is unattainable.

1 0 .  Tests of Admission. — Admiss ion to the services or classes of
th e  Idea!  C h u r c h  should never be direftlv or indircfllv for monev,« * * r

h u t e n tire ly  d e p e n d e n t on w o rth in ess , m oral or *piritua), which 11 

a m u ch  m o re  m arc h in g  rest, and  wirha! a much more ju^t one. T he 

g en era l te s t o f  m em b e rsh ip  shou ld  be profession of Cnmccranon to



4 The ideal Church

God. Further tests may be imposed for further steps of attainment. 
Such tests could, of course, not be enforced by any external author 
ity, but by the Spirt: of God, except in flagrant cases. Usually it 
would be found that those who are doing the organization no more 
good, and who have ceased profiting thereby, will in some manner 
be cut off. These tests will, in faff, be so effective as to exclude ail 
but a very small minority, continually changing, perhaps, although 
its general influence would be wide. The Minister's limitations— 
and what human being is perfedl? —  would naturally have some in 
fluence, although there will never be but relatively few who will be 
strong enough even to try to take even the first test, the Eternal Co 
venant of Consecration. Narrow indeed is the Path that leads in at 
the Gate of the Church of the Consecration, and few find it.

I I . Ordination.— The Minister of such a Church must be call 
ed and ordained not by men. but from within, bv the Lord. The* * * -
tree will be known by its fruits. Each separate congregation will 
therefore be independent, grouped around unfettered Ministers, with 
no bond but the highest utility or fruitfulness for all. Each congre 
gation will be under the guidance of the Minister, as he is not bound 
by the collar of anv salary, and as anybody is at any time free to 
leave, if he so desire. Such a Church will rise and fall as the Lord 
thinks best. Neither failure nor success socially has any bearing on 
truth of a principle. Probably as long as a work is useful, so long 
will it survive or live. Yet, as soon as the kernel is dead, it is well 
that the husk should fall, lest hypocrisy', and the consequent self- 
damnation of blind leaders result. As to the future, every prophet 
and congregation may with entire confidence leave it to the Lord, 
who is abundantly able to raise up to himself prophets and congre 
gations wherever and whenever he pleases, as in the past. God is 
not in need of any one person. It ts a great mistake to suppose that 
that there is any necessity that any particular Church should survive 
any particular length of time. But to hat is absolutely necessary is 
that while it does exist, it should strait ly see to it that all it did 
were done so as to result t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  g l o r y  o f  c o d .



t h e  p a r a b l e  o f  t h e  p r o d i g a l  s o i l
Altered from a Buddhist S' urce,

.\n Eastern King Fad an o~1y and h.loved Son, on whom 
he ir rposed to 1 c tow the kinfcd- ni as soon as he should be olo 
enough to assume its responsibilities. The Son. although s n  
young, was angered at not receiving it immediately, and, wearied 
with sojourning at his Father’s court, fit d in the middle of th :  
night with ail the w e 1 h that he p o s s e s s e d .  In the far country 
he spent his substance in lioious li.ing. :r d when he became 
pou was cast out by tl.osi. vTk m he h d cd, and was forced 
to wander, begging his foed, both halt a.raid and ashamed to 
r- turn to his Father, and partly so brutalized as to have lost 
desire to return home.

Jt was the custom of the Father to k o k  down over the fi Ids 
every evening, in the vain hope of seeing his s ,»p returning. One 
day lie taw his brutalized Son, %sho, on seeing h s father, turned 
to run away. The Father immediately sert soidiers to bring 
the outcast into the palace. The latter fr.st p e^d w'ith the 
soldiers to be let loose, and then sought to tree himself 1 v 
main force, but wr s overpowered and brought into the presence 
oi the King. At sight ot him the Son was frightened, and strug 
gled desperately to get loose. The King, feeding compassion 
w th the outcast, directed the soldiers to let him V o<e. where 
upon the Lttcr fed av ay as for his life. The King immediately 
se t a ter him a servant who, meeting the fugitive as by chance, 
offered him an oppertunity to labor rn  the King’s es:at % as a 
muck-raker, at a moderate wage. Half grumblingly the Son 
accep ed this position, whereupon the Father took off 1 is royai 
cuts. Slackened k s  ace, put on the garb of a muck-raker, and 

wert to work 1 all of each day by his son’s side. Through his 
kindness and \yisdom he awoke in the latter his old better self, 
at d hy education created in him the nobler aspirations. As 
so n as the Fa her felt his efforts had succeeded, he instructed 
a servant to offer the Son pleasanter and more remunerative 
work, which, the latter accepting, the Father aho  sh?r<d dai’v. 
ever leading his Son i pwa-ds to a cleaner life and n hi r ideals 
Finally the Son was appointed manager of all the King’s estates 
When he had, in this po it on. approved himself as worthy, the 
Father o re  day rent h r  him into the pa'ace. presented him to 
the courtiers as the long 1 st pnnee. revealed himself as his 
Son’s fellow-laborer, and admitted the bewildered Son to a share 
in the rule cf the kingdom.

MORAL.
It is in vain to endeavor to bring the sinful man d rectly into 

the full presence of God. The Son will not be willing to stay 
in it, until he shall have become worthy of it, through labor
and moral growth.

The Father is ever educating His children without their
faintest suspicion of His presence and His purpose; the only 
delay in their receiving the kingdom consisting in their own
delay in becoming worthy of it- ,

May it be given to us to grow worthy of it soon i



MHNTAL TKAIM.X'O.

It ‘;b a sirsrge delt^ion that met! lake so r  v k  car- to «: v,;-_ 
rise their bodies, and never think of iraittr g lie ir n ids. A1 s ; 
that a turn’, education at school or coll ^e is s hicicTii trail in-r 
for the whole lilt. Of course, this ruei U1 tram** g in youi t 
is invaluable; but should not the sacred fire be kept alive a 
long as life lasts? Persistent mental trai v g m j -ts* <*s hup /rue t 
as continual physical training, and ne.lhtr si.ould cease, ni 
some senses, before dead).

It is not sufficient to have learnt a thing once, just as litt’e 
as ft is sufficient once to have had a large bank>aceount. Kve*y 
person should have a “repertoire/’ so to speak; a centre, a bo:: 
which definite and never-to-be-for gotten facts may be grouped. 
There should be a nun her of shirt, bcauti ul poems: then the 
absolutely necessary outlines and dates of universal history, with 
out which sanity in judgment is almost out of the ijuestiot . 
Ther there shornd be the cen.ral facts of geology, chemistry, 
physiology, anatomy, astronomy. zo'loi'yc to 1 egm with. flip 
definite reper.oire should be k pi well in mind with clock-W"* : 
regularity', say, once a month, on a certain date. Additions 
could be made to i* from time to tin e.

Put in te llec tu a l tr a in in g  is n o t  su ff ic ie n t . M o r a l tr a in in g  
sh ou ld  be p ra c tise d  a c ie m m c r ily . O r ce  a  m o - .th  c e r ta in  d e i ir d 
character-per fe m io r s  sh o u ld  i/e to tte d  d o w n  a n d  e v e r y  n ig h t  a 
m ark sh ou ld  be m ad e w h e th e r  ea ch  o n e  o : th e m  h a s , o r  h a s  no  , 
been a U a iw d  .h at d av  'j h e r . w ith  r e c o r d s  e x t e n d in g  o v e r  a 
o u g h t to  m a k e , s n o u d  b e m a d e , o r  s o u g h t  t o  b e  m a d e ,  
year, sc ien tific  m ora l a d v a n c e  m a y  *>c b- th  n o t ic e d  a n d  e n  
co u ra g ed . T h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  d o  th is  Stave n o  id e a  h o w  n a  % 
p erso n s <>eam o h  1 \ t  n e  er  m b s s  fb fv l y . a t P i n  a n y  m o r  
p erfec tio ii.

but many will say, J. have no memory; how can 1 do thi '  
Of course. Pnere are persons who are naturally endowed vw h 
memory. and some whose memory is w eak, b u t  every per so.), 
if he does not have, ought to have, a memory; and experience 
will show trial it is impossible to have a memory unless there 
is something in the mind to remem ber. Memory wiT] grow as 
we memorize and develop an independent inner pfe.

W h y  is mem* t v  insist* d on  so S ’.r o r g ly f  b e c a u s e  th e r e  is  no 
1/etter way to  g a in  se lf-co n tro l than  to  m e m o r iz e ;  fo r  t h is  fo r c e 1- 

he i- m b to  k eep  b o m  w a n d er in g , an d  to  fo llo w  a  c e r ta in  set 
co u rse  d h u b  certa in  auam in< n s. w h ich  ev ery  h u m a n  b< mg 

A tta in m en t h — 'I he n ;nd o t p h 1 to  b* in su ch  c o n tr o l  t lta i a 
person  m ay, at a ’l tim e* . ih in k  e x a c t ly  t h o s e  t h o u g h t s  h e  v a u lt  
to  th in k , and n o t th in k  th o se  thouglrt.s lie d o e*  n o t  w an t to  
think H e  o u g h t to  i ê ab le to  o -ck  i p  a i d lay d o w n  a th o u g h t  
. t •••■♦ w ould  p v c  up or tav d o w n  a b o o k .

V ta m m e m  H .—devery p erso n  sh o u ld  h a v e  a fair m e m o r y . and 
♦em em ber a certain ' o p e n o i r e '  o f p o e tr y . an d  b M e n tif ir '{*<•«>. 
l^ -sidef any ; articu lar branch w hich  he m ight. d e c id e  to  n r  V.e

^'s-idef any ; a ^ u cu ^ r branch w hich  he m ig h t d e c id e  to  n r  ke 
ms special y.



BROTHERHOOD N O T E S
The on Mediation on E • da. .*

3n hi ;la<.e there v jE ?e t ■/.o . c ;  -  a- ; u ^  fe .. . .
y.n:. 'J1 ost who ftt;  k d  *_o c o ‘ ’»* • . /*.

As the issu ing 01 T h e  PkOkHfcT dep* -  - * * ; * e  * '
c: louragem ent it rece ives jn th e  : w ’ r • ̂  ' E • • . .
proposed to i«.rm tw o  b e a g u e s  :o" ;‘. '

OTit Exi.trf.ion L e ^ v *  v in »-rr' E a I
cured ten subscrip 'icc^* f : •r' 'i -A y . ‘ 'c - '* ! J . r :„M> * r' *
erature written by the ed itor. J: is i i c p 1 '- E ,• * .< rr.
soon be enrolled! as that num ber is n« c e l e r y  T r th e  ; p  r 
the magazine.

The Circulation L 'a ' ue w 11 c ^ j  t o r p ^ o *  > * b - : 
j's • h.:,re f  at ? 5  oo a p ece . an nually- vs :i * o ' r * *•
aiice is given. In  r e f  rn. i o  copier- o  T>:». Ta< n  j.t  w f
sent triontlvy to  at y on e add-e^s.

Jn n rtn in g  ilv .se ’ L e a t w s  it is p r e p o s -d  o  ' r.a*

There v ill V  : eld. at Co-1 I! rr. \  S  \  T) ♦

May 1st. E. .A rn o ld ; M ay V h . O r ig in a l V . \ jt.>," v ' t ,  ’
May 2 ^d. T en n y so n ; May ^yth. b ro w n * -;/ | .. .  -.•. dj-* *
June lath. V ictorian T e e ls .  j r »«  j y . 1 f • y  * •
your friends are w elcom e. K ea 'i*  gs b*-gu. ^  K n  p .n

ON THE VAIXE Oh l J 4 l ! V  MEDITATION 
Vie cannot spend a < eru*n  an  ou* o i ?•» . *• g u la r ly  »n ;>ray 

trUil n.edi'aVon w h h o ;i b  m- he b*V< r f - r  i«
Ji it liad r.o other E h o .  i* lias a oui»nv g  .u ^ u  r< . »*n -y

inind and body. O n e  is  ab le t o  te r n iu e  tm  *.*■ par ns w ith  i? , 
added strength, and c l e a r s  v ision  o f life  a i d  it* m o tiv e* . io  th e  • 
true relations.

Many •.;.«•* ’»"► ' W ^ ' f  «VW u. v. > s u V -  ti»1< ,., a 
ttiity. iiid  l<*>r i l «  ii'in i v (  . . 4 > ,  .  . .  ’
« iM-r. K

M tint tim e <M - J W  a n<J u n io n  U ,U  . . .  a „ ,  cff<,  .
rt u l^e< .̂use v\e are vwl h,^ out . .  , . , , j  . . .
to accept cjvn-tly that w iu tb  will co m e  vo u * in  tb e  teTitle^*

] heM: hours of peace and o u ie tm  *.*. ^r< T**.C tMa r k c  rr.»P 
s’.ones by the way. T h ey  cast a rad iance fo u n d  us lik e  the n i u p  
of tlie M adonna.



I

THE EXCLUSIVENESS OE T H E  B k O T H  EkHOOlj

i. The question of exclusiveness has met e v e r y  religion, * 
it grew rnt of infancy. The result has ; ene a f ' been, in*th« 
religions of Egypt. Greece nr<l Kome, as v tT as in Christianity 
that exclrsive circles !ia\*c formed themselves within an inclusive 
body. Wholesale conversion by force of arms, or by political 
means, was. of cruise, incompatible with w< rt' imns. s cli a, 
religions in their infancy generally demand.

2. Continuance.— But history shows that exclusive organiza 
tions have generally cTed out. Those religions which most 
boast of unchangeableness are those who have made chan#" 
their creed, as the Roman Catholic belief in the “devc’opmem 
of Doctrine/' which irake^ it possible to affirm some essential 
thing about its fni.li some two thousand years after the event. 
Since the world changes, a religion must change with i t —or die.

3. Extinction.— History tells of so many see s. parties, reli 
gions, that have been left behind in the course of time that the 
Iieart aches in thinking of them. It would then appear that an 
exclusive re.igious body must sooner or la.cr di uppear.

4. Choice between Holiness and Extinction.—This reniop 
choice lies before all movements. But continuance is nrt a ne 
cessity, and in fact is something which genera’ly cannot be 
determined at any one time. Therefore, even if it were possible, 
it would be advisable to decide for continuance, as against holi 
ness. The true spiritual principle is to do what is absolutely 
right to-day, and leave the Future to God.

5. Exclusiveness of the World.— How can Mammon be ex 
cluded ? Simply by making entrance depend not on any worldly 
consideration, but on the simple test of worthiness.

6. Exclusion of Irrelevance.—This strict adherence to prin* 
ciple will naturahy exclude all those tempting forms of activi.y 
which v. ay, or may not, assist the spiritual attainment.

7. Exclus on of Degrees.—Analysing the spijitual growth ink 
ks conjporent elements, ard assigning one to each Degree, and 
relying entirely on the guidance of God ror encouragement P 
go onwards, there is hope of some spiritual growth because 0; 
scientific definiteness.

8. Reception and Cutting Off.— Graving everything to the 
guidance of God, those will be brought to it who arc to profit 
by it, and those removed, when it is best for themselves and 
for others.

9. 7 he Personal Equation.—Of course, the personal element 
may at times show obviously its imperfection; but the recourse 
is prayer for each other, rather than criticism.

10. Inevitable Failure.—Any venture of this sort is fore 
doomed to failure, sooner or later. Nevertheless, as far as Gcu 
wills, it will live to do its service, if God approves it. It takes 
faith in God to build what one knows must sooner o r  later conr 
down; to do it for the sake of the world to-day, in sublime con 
fidence that if the Father led him to do it, it must be for 
some worthy purpose, even if temporary. It takes sublime 
confidence to build such an exclusive city, whose maker and 
builder is to be God, that hath foundations, and is for the 
present to represent a faint image, yet inevitably a travestv 
J er u sa lem  above, the Mother of us all. of

present to represent a taint image, yet inevitawy a travestv nc
1 .t . .  TU.it.. ,. ,.f „tl



BKAIN-PEKSONS (Mzi— AiH).
I. OUTLINE.

Brain-persons arc (I.) in the first pbec (a) leaders, if they can. 
in everything that they have to d > with; and hence are very ur 
1 iippy il they cannot nave their way, which, however, they often 
lire! a means of encompassing, (b) They will do no detailed 
work, hut rather attend to the (c) executive part o( any thing, 
thereby (d) often appearing sclfi.-h. (e) This docs not co ne 
(join a set purpose to be so, but 'rom a mental inclination to 
choose their own means in anything which they may do, so 
that (f) they arc externa ly obstinate, \\1 ieh is only because (gV 
any objection conluaca them, (h) Nevertheless they must have a 
reason for anything proposed ; (i) they always want to work ac 
cording to some plan or rule being (j) the distinctively intellectual 
kind of people.

( I I )  They are above all elce harmonious in intention and 
preference; (a) they like splendor of earthly things (b), 
and (c) spaciousness and sunnyness of rooms. They (d) like 
society, (e) aristocracy, and (f) are in all this systematic.

They (g) stand distinctively tor harmony in intellectual things, 
and (h) also in domestic thrgs, 1 ting (i) home-loving.

The third chrracteristic is (III.) capriciousness, with all that 
this word implies, (a) They love harmonious movement, (1 1 
dancing, (c) or find it difficult to keep still when they her  
rythmic music, even if at times Ttrther development in thi; 
direction has been denied them by circumstances. They (e) a** 
thus capricious, and (f) good e n te r ta in e r s , (g) so m etim es being 
almost offensive in their desire tor sociabi iiy.

(IV.) The fourth characteristic is the Discernment whereby 
they are able intuitively to (a) understand the troubles or con 
ditions of others, and (b) therefore to be patiently loyal to their 
friends.

(V.) They have (a) temper? (b) pugnaciousness, and (c) slight 
jealousy, (d) They are extremely sensitive to bad odours.

II. FAULTS.
(i) Capriciousness, which, unless they repress both as »o 

physical enjoyment of life, and as to higher ideals of life, thur 
beautiful mental and artistic powers w 11 atrophy. Hence many 
(B) persons, instead of being intelligent, are noticeably stupid. 
(2) Temper. This, of course, should be eradicated complexly, 
without affecting their capability lor leadership, so that th v 
may, when necessary, learn to lead others. (3) Their inability 
to understand the methods of other people is a serious limita 
tion. and they should emUa\or to take the objections of others 
for their real value, and be aide to modify their own methods 
accordingly, where necessary or advisable.

III. GOOD QUALITIES.
(1) Harmony. (2) Discernment. (3) Artistic nature, if de 

veloped,
IV. GOOD QUALITIES TO BE ATTAINED.

Thev should learn from fN) persons. Power to memorize ex 
tensively. and psychical concentration, and psychom trie abdi ie>. 
From (S) persons, the wisdom of being led in detail by ex- 
ju die rev. From (C) persons, economy, the courage to be mag-

j . rtiru \>o\ 11 f l i nj  1. *t mr p s y c n o n i  tr ie  a o m  l e v



T r -*c {'  **■fc f-/ -'f'k  ̂ *" *  ̂ %r»oo -*v>r, Fr
4 '"jt- V̂'1 ‘ * ^

♦ ^
FV̂ cy w

 ̂ / * r. <
.' i V'r ' /  • \r  " J - .. r.. 
f - \ \  • /

'. •’'■■''-•Jiifj y j  -
v fc s iw £ tf:^ a j t ^ c r ^ r o r } .  t!o* '' s?<
* s d  V * w d «  « a ; r *  rx  h  <V-V*: ^  '

-  -  *  .  -■ i  ^  y  -  ^  '  ♦  "V" » ■  t  #  ^  3  ^  J  r  <- ^-■c—. I? W 3* — -• JCd i ' *40
* e  « ~ f e < f c r  • * « r  ^ . U ' . . / . . . . . . . .  '. . . . . .  -  ^

•“** ^ -i r»r*,-_ . - •-!'/* .:,
. . ._,; t f f l i K j r / w w  ' . /  J - V fi-J-J* „r
M t f r .  st: n in e s  tact, *wj L ”  ' K ' ” -• ;•*«,
*3 a w f e n  ' /  VXMT.Y. ~ Z T - ' ? v *? V - V ' -  £
Freer 'K» vrrscsf *'* fr*~ ;ejt~y  *'• C'-0 " " 1'-'
*4e«J*. **4 - '*»*«  F - , ~  / Af f 3*5r'*  *r  “ ' :̂ >  •-•
V—r- * « * • '  r' — ^j j.yr?—■ ? , wy«f*p* * - r '-V.. - ^  ' ■■■ ~ J . O^jr Ty.u-^

3 fcrt.. '  : 4 r ,
„ . . Vk  V, E<^ KG ^ v r r y t - p  s r r H P ' - r

:  Jtarrerj? t s *  ? ' «  c s a * j - «  ,  r ;„• . ' " V J -
taVt '4' t  rn* to cc-^r ♦s<i,v i /  ' tT *0* tJ»*T «horf«
♦ 'V i  r.'rre. Tr^7 r r r  i^. a?’* Sfjv ĵj
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Nevertheless they are never too young to leant to do detail 
work, and to have their capriciousness entirely cut out; the, 
will always remain enough for artistic purposes. They shouV 
he taueht regularity in jasks, and careful detail. Their discern 
mertt tells them immediately whom they can trifle with, so the 
should be treated firmly when young. If permitted physic, 
capriciousness till youth, it will be almost imp ssible to pernn: 
the mental liie the necessary freedom. Liking society and aris 
tocracy. they like flattery; it would be better to teach there 
early that moral growth is greater than  fashion and socia' 
prestige; thus flattery wi’l not be needed.

From earliest childhood they should be impressed with If 
thought that others have equal rights with themselves; tta; 
moral and mental attainment is the only th ing  worth having 
that industrious persistence is ihe foundation of all true digniy 
They need the training of physical endurance, for otherwise 
their love of physical beauty and ease will cause them to site; 
much, and to enjoy as much as they can. They should ata. 
be taught that art is only valuable for its ethical results, and 
that 1 armony is not as essertial as attainment, if both can no: 
he attained together, as it should be. They will never err o; 
the s'de of harmony, so that side may be omitted in teaching 
Heat aches should be borne s*oical!y, cured by open-air exerds: 
and avoided by facing unpeasant facts bravely. Of courst 
temper should be entirely eradicated, first and last.

Never inih \ rhvsical mu ishment on these children, for din 
will re-ent it long and bitter! v.

X. T E M P T A T IO N S .
For Women. Society, Dancing, Superficiality, Games, Tem 

per.
For Men. Selfishness. Pugnaciousness. Aversion to Detak

XI. W EAKNESSES BY W H IC H  T H E Y  CAN BE
MANAGED.

Flattery. Physical beauty, grace, and propriety. Rytta  
music and dancing.
XII. HOW TH EY  CAN BE E D U C A T E D  MORALLY. 
When personal influence and external circumstances have per- 

mitted their capriciousness full play, there is no way of arresting 
them unless through some love, or they destroy themselves.

X III. F R IE N D S H IP .
It must be remembered that it often occurs that persons W 

attracted to their opposites, superficially; and when closer ac 
quaintance is made, much discomfort ersues. Nevertheless 
cpiritual persons will learn to change themselves for the better 
and to suffer the inevitable wisely.

XIV. NOTED EX A M PLES.
With their most noticeable characteristic.

Saints.—George Herbert, Mme. Guyon, St. Theresa ; haN 
mony in spiritual things.

Soldiers.—Charlemagne; mental leadership and power,, wit 
discernment. Bismarck; the same.

Artists and Literary Men.—Johann Sebastian Bach; menu 
grasp. Rafael Sanzio; harmony in art. Joseph de Maistrt
lni-mr\fvAnc mfyita li.tv T t̂nil  ̂ 7 r-*l-»- ... • . ...
grasp. Rafael Sanzio; harmony in art. Joseph de Majstr* 
harmonious mentality. Emile Zola; physical capricousnes 
with discernment and mental grasp.



I^ U i ' S i l s ' h  ^  SiHiU'en

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
SigrH  correspondence o f  genttal utility w ill be answered here as tar as possible.

} am seeking for light; but the I'ozc of the Brother!:,od is so sou 
red that it appals me. E. M.

•

And well might it appal any. Even the highest archangel has not 
vet realized fullv a vow so sacred. \ Vet must this same angel, and 
therefore so much mere we, make it the standard cl life, and work 
up to it. The question is not, Do we take this Vow in its fullest 
sense? but, Are we willing to trv to live up to it? Arc we wil ing 
to nail this flag to our mast, even if we should not succeed in iediz- 
ing it entire}v. Who does? Yet this profession secures God’s ] ro- 
ted ion and help; and are we not parti v rated bv our endeavours: 

Neither should a man take this vow without f.rst consulting the 
Still Small Voice within in the matter, nor rejed it without conspir 
ation. For whatever a man mav do or omit without the inward guide 
he is sure, sooner or later, to regret. Yet the vow is entirely sale, 
for it is not to any man or organization, but to one’s own God on 
ly. There can therefore be no danger or risk in the matter.

But why is the vow so appalling, searching and earth-bereaving; 
God knows. Why then recommend it? Because experience has de 
monstrated that it is the lowest price which will fetch adual results 
in the inner life. This has been done by the Brotherhood, in sharp 
contrast with many religious organizations whose sterility is so mark 
ed that it has with them become a dodrine that no results are to be 
looked for, even in a life-time. The price, though so high, is still 
not worthy to be mentioned in comparison with immortal results.

Yet, however valuable the results, there is no douht that the price 
is high. Well may the conscientious searchers after light tremble at 
and hesitate to take the momentous step. But they may console them 
selves, if thev hesitate from conscientious humility, by this that the * * • w
Pharisee who thinks himself worthy to take the vow is unworthy,¥ •

while the Publican who thinks himself unworthy is accepted of the 
Lord. Let those dear souls relied that their own sanotification and 
attainment is not only their privilege, but also their duty to God.



2 Reviews

REVIEWS

T h e  R o a d  t o  I m m o r t a l i t y . By Brother Paul. Paper, $0.50, 

post-paid. Sold by Prophetical Publishing Company.
1 . T h e  p u r p o s e  or a  r e v i e w .  The reviewer’s business is to single out the sa 

lient characteristics and messages of a book, in order to convey its highest and most 
far-reaching significance to the reader in few words. O f course, if its influenced 
pernicious morally, the danger had best be pointed out, although often condemnation 
advertises better than commendation. But ofits mistakes, limitations, and imperfec 
tions, the reviewer had best keep silent remembering that the earnest, scientific and 
educated inquirer cares little for the Imperfections of the statement, and attaches im 
portance only to what is thereby added to the sum of human knowledge. There will 
he here, therefore, no exposure of the many imperfections of this work, beyond a 
general warning to those who are not at home in Hebrew to disregard entirely ever) 
translation and interpretation of Hebrew it contains. Why w ill persons who have a 
vital and Inspired message to give to the world insist on reading It into antiquated 
and unintelligible vaticinations, whose sane historical and grammatical sense, where 
any such is possible or probable, is entirely different? This is only to give grounds 
for justified and successful opposition. When a man has an inspired vital message, it 
will only be the stronger for being delivered on its own inherent divine authority of 
self-evident truth. Truth needs no bolstering up, which is a sign of lack of confid 
ence in it. To bolster up self-evident, and therefore permanent truth, with the trans 
itory elements about which scholarship must yet decide, is to condemn the wholeto 
perpetual revision. In fa£, to quote authoritatively from a language of which one it 
ignorant, especially in the case of languages whose genius is so foreign to the West 
ern mind as the Semitic group, is almost a moral dereliction, pretending to know 
ledge a man does not possess, a form of hypocrisy, innocent though it be, which ex 
poses the author to the unenviable risk of disseminating misinformation. Moreover 
it makes him responsible for the alienation of those whose education detects those 
grotesque blunders, and whose wisdom is not sufficient to refrain from the lazy pre 
judice that a man capable of such credulous blunders should have nothing valuabk 
to say.

2. The author. But in this case the beauty o f the holiness, and the divine at 
tainments of the author compel all who know him to listen to the least wrord he 
may say with reverent awe. This argument will of course not appeal to those who 
have not the privilege of knowing Brother Paul personally. Let these persons then 
be wooed to earnest attention by the consideration that in spiritual matters especially 
it is often the simple that confound the proud.

3. T ut g e n e r a l  t o n e . The salient characteristic of the book, is austere, ten 
derly loving holiness. It is vibrant with mighty voices from the threshold. The pro 
phetic zeal for the Lord of Holiness consumes his soul and fires his tongue. There
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b a kind ot' sinaitic sublimity o f  austerity o f  righteousness and an e \ angelica. * •
tour o f pleading and protecting love that w ill w aken  responsive echoes in the rrat- 
rr, deep calling unto deep. It is lik e a w h iff o f  fresh air on a m ountain-top , a "i--'- 
of cool limpid water. As the sparks fly upwards so the aspirations ot the reader can 
not but be drawn towards heaven.

4. I m m o r t a l i t y . T h e  architechtonic conception o f the book is Im m orta . 
Only those who can see beyond the V eil can speak authoritatively ot what follow  
death; and though the author may have good grounds for speaking so positively * * 
the hopelessness o f  looking forwards to im m ortality as a rheological post-m i t 'm .  
hand-spring, w holly separate from th e morality or power attained before death , jr? 
what the author means may be presented on  other and more appealing, it hun.l er, 
grounds. So M atthew  A rnold, A nd w ill not then th ’ im m ortal armies scorn the  
world’s poor, routed leavings? A nd w ill they w h o  failed under the heat o f  this litc*  
day support the fervours o f  the heavenly morn? T h ere  is still a m ore te llin g , it 
homelier argument. A  bird in th e hand is w orth  tw o in th e bush; and as w e are 
not sure o f  opportunities for purification after the grave, w e had better attain all w e  
want afterwards, that is, absolute holiness and im m ortality , before th e  beautiful un  
certainties o f  the post-m ortem  state disturb our calculations. T h e  author says. T h e  
great mistake o f  the Christian church is in believing that m an m ust die in order to  
enter into immortal life.

5. R i g h t  t h o u g h t .  T h e  author is r ight: th e first step in finding G od is to
dean out the mind. H e  says, H o ly  and unselfish thoughts bring th e  quickest re 
sults. W h en  the man can trust G od fu lly , the power o f  the Father is his; he is in  
a condition to enter the Narrow W a y ,..b y  w h ich  th e land o f  eternal sunshine can  
be reached. L ive rightly, regardless o f  w h at it costs. T o  follow  th e  inner prom pt 
ings o f t h e  soul w ithout reference to th e opinion o f  others is the only safe w av___
Mind is all that survives w hen the external covering is cast o ff...th erefore  it would  
be well to ...u n fo ld  that consciousness that never slumbers nor sleeps.

6. P u r i t y . T h e  Fountain o f  L iv in g  W aters is th e w ell w h en ce m ust be drawn 
the vitality whereby the body is spiritualized, and th e m ind is enabled to gain control 
o f  it. WTho shall see God? O nly  th e pure in heart. A nd yet m any religious pyroplc 
suppose purity o f  heart can co-exist w ith  im - and un-purity o f  bodv, whereas the  
mind’s purity is so m u ch more searching than the body’s. Is it perhaps that th er  
do not want to argue against their ow n  pleasures? T h ere  is no road heaven-ward* 
that does not demand the absolute in telligen t control o f  th e  sex -function, at least on 
its rank as one o f  the vital functions. T h e  author tells h ow  to counteract the con  
sequences o f  folly and sin through their natural opposite, hygienic discipline. W h ile  
control must be achieved, yet should one be on  his guard against doing those thing* 
that will w eaken the normal action o f  th e  organs o f  sex. T h e  idea is, not to destroy 
or weaken in any way. O ften  a sharp kn ife is needed to  cut o f f  lustful thought* out 
o f  the heart, w hen people com plain that the m ore they dw ell on  overcom ing, the  
more sin rises in th em . So th ey  try' th e  ostrich’s m ethod o f  warfare, and tail. T h e  
only successful way is to clean the heart, face the enem y, and subjugate the body.

7. St e p s  o f  a t t a i n m e n t . T h e  author then proceeds to tell o f  the result* o f  
the regenerate life o f  absolute pu rity ,the sublim e heavenly degrees, wherein all «xil* 
that are ready are initiated from w ith in , says the author. Fortunate above the dream* 
o f avarice must this hum ble, m odest, saintly Brother Paul be, it he can speak ot 
these sublime degrees from  k n ow led ge. Y e t , in these th ings o f  w h ich , it ot a m .on* 
might well be proud, he says, L et your life at all tim es be marked by simplicity ot 
character, and pure and holy adts.

8. T h e  h o l y  n a m e . A ll. the m ethods o f  transfiguring the body, p u n n in g  it .
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which are here given are no doubt potent, since advanced by one who knows, and 
because they can be verified by experiment. Vet the Hebrew syllables should be en 
tirely disregarded, for that cannot be spiritually true which is incorredL Emerson 
well says, in the subfimest flights of the soul redfitude is never surmounted; and rec 
titude includes corredlness. Probably any sounds used as dire died would do as well as 
the Hebrew  ̂ or, still better, breathe without any sounds.

9, C o n s c i o u s  s l e e p . The last Chapter is by all odds the most practical. These 
instructions are among the most valuable that have been given on 1 lie subject. In 
view of scientific fairness, if  not out of respect for the experience of one who has suc 
ceeded, the method* outlined should be carefully practised before being rejected. Of 
course, each will find certain methods more suited to him than to others; and in the 
last resort, each must be led by his own divine common sense and good judgment; 
that is, by the Guidance from within that will be given to all who earnestly exper 
iment in the matter for the one object of knowing God’s Will that they may do it. 
To those who are led by the Spirit these suggestions will act as stimulators of thought 
and occasions for seeking Guidance as to their advisability, so that these suggestions 
will be valuable both to those who need them directly, and also to those who have 
already made some head--way toward the Beatific Vision, that incomparable crown 
of life, the certain hope of seeing God face to face, •

This unpretentious and little known book is one of those of which tr may be said, 
fortunate are they who read it; more fortunate are they who understand ir, and most 
fortunate are they who practise it.

V ic to r  Serenus. By Henry Wood. Lee & Shepard, Boston.
The significance of this able work is an interpretation of S. Paul’s life, from Mr 

Wood’s stand-point. It might be called the Mental Scientist’s version of Sub-Ap- 
ostolic Church History. It Is well done; may it do much good!

C A L E N D A R
To explain what is meant by “ hour-pairs” , marked H P, the following Table of 

consecutive positions of the Moon is provided with. 4 corresponding nomenclatures. 
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