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thon tho wrlggilng eels In a cruet of
vtnegar.

Il U not the apparent grandeur of
orlgln that cousu In the estimale of

From a Veteran W orker. reason, but the grandeur of what la or-
rinnted. Who holds hla nossor tum s
dlsgusted from the fragrance of the Uly
or the rose because the nauseous
compost heap contributed to their
beauty and perfume? It U the glory of
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In lowest life forms, e evolutionary

REPORTED ESPECIALLY FOR THE PRO- !aw he ascends to the subllmest heights

of intellectual being. Passing through
GRESSIVE THINKER. all the grades of life unfolding he In-

Greatcrises In history demand great cludes In himself the highestexcellen-
efforts on the part of those who appre- cies of them all. In his ascent he drops
ciate the responsibilities of the crisis, the mo«t Imperfect, and retains the
and possess the requisite power toac- mo-t perfect. It lIsa process of elimin-
complish tbe needed work It lIsgener- ating the wontand accreting the best
ally conceded that the present Is one of elemen is of universal being.
those historic climaxes when the trend Law,, though demonstrated In only
of human progress for generations Is a single Instance. Is universal in its
being established. The amaxing trans- application: hence every human being

formations in the character and accom- In fir tl developmentisa perfectderaon-
plishments of human Industry are the strati, n of the evolutionary method of
exponents of progress In mental devel- nature in the production of man As

opment. They are the outward symbols the In, llvidual goes through all stages of
of Inward growth. But wonderful as the SIRecesswe unfolding« of animal life.
are these outward changes, there U yet so thA race has come up through all the
a terrible want of harmony In their ap- great! types of that life to tho proud po-
plication to the general welfare of man- sition of monarch of them all.

kind. So far, the conquest and use of In (this marvelous process of evolution,
the tremendous energies of nature, as wo should never overlook tho ever-pres-
applied In mechanical Inventions for ent jjand most significant fact that func-
human use. seem to be only so many Uortal power will evolve an organ for Its
monstrous giants, aiding In the Infernal use* The functional power or tendency-
work of subjugating the many to tho in Ithe caterpillar evolves the wings of
despotism of the few. the butterfly. Those of tho tadpole the

To elucidate the character and extent . mouth, etc., of tbe frog. Man Is
of the work now demanded of Spiritual- DOih function and organ. Nature com-
ists makes It necessary to call your pr.ehends itself In man. That is man's
attention first to the present status of highest function. It is tho uofoldmont
»hought-evolution. his highest consciousness.

Y_voUu.ifn, to some lorm. Is new gen- fin further laying the foundation for
erally admitted; even religionists -jm- <) *conclusions as to the work required
ceding that God evolved tho variouicto' Spiritualists, your attention is called
departments of being, one after another~to the fact that science Is rapidly be-
If not from them. Tho points cstab- coming spiritualized. The hard, dry
llshed and conceded are: 1. No world ematerialism of fifty and ono hundred
was ever fashioned all atonce. On tho years ago has almost entirely disap-
contrary, ages without number bavQ peared from the nomenclature of our
been necessary for that purpose. 2. One, 'modern scientists. Tho essential prin-
klngdom of being has sprung from and* clples of the Idealistic philosophy are
rests upon the preceding. The in* becoming the conclusions of science.
organic preceded the organic—the mint» The extreme denial of the existence of

eral the vegetable: these the animal,; matter may not be reached, but grant-
and all of them were prior to man, whc. ing Its existence, it Is only the re-
as a kingdom of nature, is last born an}l pository, or tho vehicle of force or
highest. 3. Tho evolution of more ag®i energy. The ever-present, ever-acting
more perfect forms has been no moroa reality is energy. It constitutes the

slow and gradual process than that pf challenging problem of the presentand
mind from Its lowest manlfcslaUons.A"H future ages. The advanced scientist has
the lowest forms of life there Is a sortEjf reached the conclusion that the life-
sensation, with no sensory organs.m Hut principle is infinite and eternal, united
as we ascend to higher forms, sensation to, or a factor of the Infinite energy of

la found blossoming into Instinct, or u being. And as matter may become a
vague form of consciousness. Sensaii'on, homogeneous ocean of nebulous ether,
Instinct, and consciousness eventuate so life also may- be a homogeneous, form-
In Intelligence, and in man. In the lessenergy and motion. But as all tho
highest form of self-consciousness. And properties of matter inhere In tho nebu-
this perfecting process in material lous mass, so also all the powers and
forms'and mental powers has been a functions of lifo inhere, germinally, In
parallel one—the one has keptpace with the boundless infinitude of uncreated
tbe other. life stuff. And this vast process which

In answer to tho ancaring objection of
the “Missing Links,” It isonly necessary
to say: 1. That many links are not miss-

we call evolution Is only the emergence
from this homogeneous ocean of organic
forms of matter embodying organized

ing; and the number becomes less every spiritentitles in those forms.

year. 2. Only an insignificant portion The discoveries by the spectroscope of
of the earth has been examined, and the operations of tho tremendous ener-
that In a most imperfect manner. Pos- gies of natui-o force on us other and
sibly those whblcn could furnish the more important conclusions. Light is
most perfect samples are under the only the vibratory energy of so-called
ocean, or in tho wilds of Africa and luminous bodies; and colors arc a greater

South America. 3. The incalculable or less number of these vibrations in a
periods ol time needed for the stow given time. Different Bubstonces vibrato
growths from less to more perfect— an unlike number in a second; hence
from the amti-ba to man. It took na- every substance has its own peculiar

color; and therefore color will disclose
the substance composing the vibrating
body. In this way. the farthest star,
and the cloudy nebula- as well, tell us
the story of their composition. And
the existence In sun, planet and nebula)
of the samo material elements existing
In our earth Is the grand demonstration
of the absolute oneness of the universe.
We oould have affirmed, u priori, that
substance, obeying tho same iaws, must.
of necessity, be of the same nature. The
analyzed starlight proves the Inferenoe
just. The sameness of substance and
the sameness of energy prove the essen-
tial sameness of life In all the universes
of infinite space.

ture millions of years to develop a life
form with a straight nerve running
through its body; and ages more to
form a bunch on one end of thoy nerve;
and millions more to dovele a brain, as
It exists to-day, with ita vas network of
correlated nerves. In this Infinlto time
and ever changing conditions, what a
field for the development or the In-
numerable forme of differentiated Ufo.
Now, itisa law demonstrated by all
known facts, that life-forms are evolved
from germs—Iliving seeds. We know of
no others method of form origination,
and henca have tho right to affirm that
there Is ilo other, never was, and never
can be any other. In that method ol

evolution strange metamorphoses are All forms of life are from germs or
even now continually occurring. Tho living seeds. In animal life the germ,
maggot becomes tbe fly; worms are which is a perfectly organized anl-
changed into millers ami moths; cater- maloulu-, Is evolved from the blood of

the male alone.
age of puberty,

pillars Into butterflies; the wrigglers In

5 And yet, prior to the
the water Into mosquitoes, and tne tad -

no such evolution Is poe

poles Into frogs and toads, Fossil re stble. The female evolves the ovum or
mains disclose the saurian part bird egg, taking possession of which, the
and part fish. Now, then, If the saurian microscopic life-germ of tho male
could become a bird, It was vastly easier evolves to be a man or a woman. Tho

to bocome an animal, Illul wonderful os
are these and other forms of evolution,
lhoy are far surpassed by the marvels of
man's embryonic life. During that pe-
riod, as you all know, he ascends from
the microscoplo animalcule- to the per-
fected lorm of man. Lie passes through
the fish, reptile, bird and animal phases
ol evolution before ho beoomcn mi

W hy Is this? He U repeating the his-
tory of hisevolution, a« a race, from the
lowest forms of life. Shallow thinkers
amuse themselves with funny sneers
about tbe monkey progenitors of man
I'oor fellows' They were once much
farther down In tho- scale of being than
tbe Imitative monkey—they were less

theologians assert that spontaneous evo-
lution of life Is Impossible, when In real-
Itv  there Is no other. AIl Dbaslo
life-germs arc evolved sponlaneously
from the masculine blood. And there
would be no reason to doubt tho spon
taneous evolution ol Ufe-germs from
protoplasmic substance, provided it
could be shown that life ever had a be-
ginning. But that Is impossible. Life
ever was. Is, and over will be. It has
neither beginning nor end. its forms
and modes forever change; Its essence Is
eternal. Our science deals with forms
and modes; the essence Is beyond Its
ken. All organized life U a vortex, or
motion center. W hirlpools, whirlwind

n Is way down | plexus,

C HICA GO A UG U ST
an.i cyclones are vortli ~ of motion, ud actions and reactions called forth re
lalso of trvmeodaus «lergj. Sunn *ac«l *poolvs to their activities- This em-
"«tar« arc such center*. "And a. I«the braces tbe sphere of the practical
whu.orr :al * u the factor« of that reason. By some, all we havo thus far
wholcar*«. law 1«uulrer«al Th» bu- ,discussed will be dismissed, perhaps
man body l«a perfect maalfiMtatloa and contemptuously, os materialistic phil-
demonstration of the rorLet law The O0sophy. But T beg vou not to forget

heart l«the creal vurtet center of or-
ganic llfo. Ita rhythmic bratton» are
the pulsation« of life'« Urele«« energies
In the to and fro curreut of the circulat-
ing blood Inspiration Is another form
of the working of the same universal
law. In the nartous organization, with
centers In brain and plexus, we hare
the most wonderful and complicated
form of vortex motion. In the most
outward or apparent form of action we
hate the phenomena of feeling or son.«
perception, rcsiilllug from nerve con-
duction of external force to the brain
center, producing muscular acllrity by
the outilow of nervo energy to the
muscles. But In the ganglionic system,
controlling the processes of organic life,
and having Its main centor In the solar
there Is a still more Involved
method of action, but without any de-
parture from the vortex law of motion.
Indeed, there Is every reason toconclude
that heart and lung action are entirely
dependent upon and secondary to the
primary energy of the organic nerves.
Back of these, the stomach and other
digestive apparatus furnish the material
for their sustenance and working, at the
same time affording one more example
of action of the same great law. But all
these functions and organs, though cen-
ters or vortices of motion, are only de-
pendent, or rather Interdependent foe
tors ol that wonderful unity—the human
physical organization, This wondrous
vortex, by a threefold process, receives
the elements of energy from its environ-
ments; as already hinted: 1. By Im-
bibing food and drink. 2. By Inlialing

air, and 3, Inhaling tho magnetic ethers
of the so-called imponderable elements
of being. These Inflowing energies are

balanced by a corres|[K>nding outflow.
But in the Inflow they are the energies
of nature, while in the outflow they are
human energies, or the reaction of man
upon hls environments. He has trans-
formed them. Instead of being mere
natural potencies, thev have become
human or more. As food and air become
the living current of arterial blood, so
that blood becomes tho mighty energies
of man, acting and reacting upon his en-
vironments. Here, however, we are
met with another—Indeed, the most im-
portant factor in the great problem of
being—the human intelligence—the
thinking'ego. Pre-eminently this is a
motion center. From all portions oi
the Cosmos, through the medium of the
fsical organization, flow th<
tudinous energies of I*eing. T
these forms of energy are r>
the moment, but more of the
yet reaction is just as cert®
case as the other.

But the special form of reocliw *
concerns us just now Is thought evolu-
tion, the proposition wo started out to
discuss. Wo have seen that force and
substance flowing into a vortex, flow out
as substance and force, but in most
cases so changed as to seem entirely
different things. Sound or light vibra-
tions In the air become sensations in the

nerves and perceptions in the mind.
Hut this is thought-evolution. M atter
has, in some way, impinged upon mind,

and the reaction Is thinking, or the evo-

lution of Ideas, or intellectual concepts.
A summary of tho process Is this:
Light, impinging upon tho eye, pro-
duces sensation. Nerve sensation im-

pinges on the mind, resulting in percep-
tion, tho becoming awaro of tho object
producmg tho sensation. Tho repeti-
tion of wvarious forms of sensation
furnishes a knowledge of tho qualities

objects causing the
The knowledge thus gained
Ideas, concepts, and sometimes
thoughts. They are the montal! or mind
images or forms of things perceived
through sensation, which Is produced
'ly the action of objects upon the organs
I sense. The reaction of mind produces
the mental images, or ideas, concepts,
thoughts.

Extreme idealism
mental action and reaction are all
within the consciousness Itself: that In-
stead of perceiving tho thing itself, the
Intelligence cognizes only its own sensa-
tions, with no knowledge of their cause.
But this Is pure assumption, with
nothing In science or fact to support it.
It assumes either that there is no mental
reaction, or that mind acts and reacts
upon lItseLl alone, and that this reaction
or tho mind on IUelf produces the de-
lusive faith that we apprehend a real
oxtornal world. Now wo know tho fact
to be that our conscious reaction is more
upon—In (act, is almost exclusively upon

sensations.
we term

asserts that the

tho thing producing tho sensation,
rather than wupon the sensation Itself.
Indeed, tho main effort ol the mind Is to

connect the sensation felt with tho thing
producing It os the causative energy

The reactive mental force goes out in
quest of tho causative object which pro-
duced tho sensation. And it upprehends
and comprehends it by this process. By
the forco-vibrations ol thlngs It s
touched—l*n ressed, and by It» ownre

actlve en gl.li)eRE ltouches, measures and
knows tho object as the cause of Its sen-
satious. It would be u most absurd po-
sition to assume that inanimate things,
like a rock or post, tan impinge upon
mind, uod yet that inlnd has no ruacllvo
energy by which Itcan apprehend them.
Every object, animate and Inanimate, Is
acenter ol energy, and exerts it directly
or indirectly. Animate things exert di-
rectly, Inanimate Indirectly, or by re-
flection. This form of ‘“action " aod
reaction covers the entire field of mate-
riality, or whnl | would term the realm
of sense perception, or tho activity of
the five senses, and the various mental

that wo have established the great fact
that whatever may be the absolute
truth as to the essential nature of matter
and spirit, they mutually ant aod react
upon each other la the ovotultoB of
every ldea or cooc-pt of tbe human con-
sciousness which relates to this vast
system of being which we coll nature!
The two contacts and only by that con-
tort have we the slightest knowledge of
the Cosmos.

But It Isend ever has been affirmed,
that man acquires |Ideas by other
methods than thoao already described.
Those who deay the sense origin of
those concepts refer them to Intuition,
Impression, original suggestion, and
sometimes to Inspiration. The truth is

that evolution of ldeas. Independent of
prior sensation. Is Impossible. But
there are other modes ol sensation than
by the five common senses. Man senses
In other ways, and hence acquires Ideas

Independently of common sensing. Pri-
marily there was but one sense—the
general one of simple feeling. From

this homogeneous sense have been differ-
entiated the epectal ones wo now possess.
So far a« the nerves of the special
senses and also tho sensor and motor
nerves are concerned, we are tolerably
well Informed. And that they have
nothing to do with a vast amountof our
thoughtevolution we are certain. The
almost dally facts of telepathy prove
that thoughts and feel Dgs of persons

thousands of miles distant affect us di-
rectly. Sensation Is produced, and we
at tho time rcqogni.e both their

thought and feeling, but it Is entirely
beyond the sphere and power of our live
senses.

There must then be other senses. The
evolutionary process did not stop at five.
The most profound thinkers have fell
compelled to recognise conscience as tho
moral sense. Ultra materialism has
denied the oxistenco of olbet senses be-
cause it had no need of them, while
idealism has claimed for intuition what
Is involved in added sense-fuDctioning.
If intuition is a power or (unction ol the
Intelligence, then It must rest upon
some form of prior feeling or sensation.
Tho usual vague assumptions concern-
ing intuition represent it as both sensa-

tion and Intellection. Or, it is a mode
of perception without prior sensing.
Both of these views are false. Intuition
Isa power, u function of the intellect.

And its action depends upon the action
of othor sensings than those of tho five
irdinury senses. Tho science of to-day
s unfolding a super-physical universe,
he knowledge of which is impossible to
he old -philosophy. Thut would do very
well for the rocky stratifications of the
physical universe; but when we come to

the innumerable stratifications of
ethereal substance, constituting the
home of energy, it entirely fails. Us
live senses are unimpressed with the
vibrations of either ethereal substance
or of soul action. The range of common,
senso susceptibility is limited, con-
fessedly so. There aro sound waves of
which our ears take no notice. There

are light vibrations which the eye does
not feel. A certain number of volts of
olectric energy will kill a man Instantly,
while ten times as many will not be felt
at all—they aro harmless.

The phenomena of the trance,whether
mesmeric, hypnotic or spiritualistic,
have forced the scientists to the admis-
sion of a mode of perception notdepend-
ing on tho outer senses. They assume
the existence of a sub-consciousness, or.
us some t<-rm it. a subliminal conscious-
ness. From this consciousness thoy con-
clude Is derived the knowledge which
thoy confess cannot bo gained through
tho'common methods. Butour ordinary
consciousness does not originate ldeas--
It contains them. Whence come the
ideas unto this sub-consciousness? Not
from or through the outer senses. Now,
as all ideas are dependent upon some
form of sensation, and as there Is no ac-
tion of the five senses in the case of
trance, they being entirely quiescent,
there must be other senses subservient
to the sub-consciousness. The vibra-
tions of energy, too high or too low for
outer senses, impinge upon the inner
ones.

We cannot conceive of sensation only
as a result ol some force vibration im-
pinging on a nerve. What nerves aro
impinged when the sub-conscious self la

receiving impressions, ideas? Not
those of common sensation, for their
work is instantly recognized by tbe
cerebrum and common consciousness.

The latest discoveries by tho ablest an-
atomists reveal to us two distinct, un-
connected systems of nerves, the med-
ullary and the ganglionic, with the
nerves of special senso apparently con-
stituting u third 1 have before re-
marked that atone stage of evolution
there was but one sense, thut of simple
feeling; and that tho special senses are
only differentiated forms of tho one pri-
mary sense. The ganglionic system was
then, ns now, the greatsensorlum of tho
animal organization. Tho brain Is a
later evolution. It has grown out of
and rests upon this basic norve center.
Tho brain Is later and higher in Its
functional activities. But It Is not Inde-
pendent; Its material for use mustcoma
from tbe ganglionic system, which In
germ and Inborent potency embodies all
that Is In tho brain itself. The brain
proper is the seat of our common con-
sciousness and the organ of reason. Tho
gangllonlo system, Including tbe solar
plexus and nerves ol organic life, Is the
seat of tho sub conscious self and tho
organ ol automatic Intelligence. When
not Interfered with. It Is perfect In Ita
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work The heart beats, the lungs re-
spire and the blood circulate« with the
moat admirable precision.

The Impinging forces of universal na-

ture are constantly contracting with the
aeoae receptivity of man. Some of them
are Immediately noticed by the special
sense« and report tnsds at once to the
lateilectual consciousness Many others.
Invisible to these watchful servants, are
caught by the eub-coo*cloua sense and
their messages carefully laid up In Its
ample storehouse. This sub-const-Lous
sensorlum, or organic brain. Is being
constantly Impinged upon by natures
tireless energies, and Is registering the
Image« thereof, which as concepts or
Ideas are to become ultimately the prop-
erty of the pure reason. Thus we find
the much talked of Intuition, Impress-
ion, inspiration and original suggeillon
to be simply the discovered products ol
the automatic, subconscious sendings ol
the selfhood of man. Some would term
It the psychometric function,or the soul-
senslog power of man. One of Its differ-
entiations In function is clairvoyance,

yat It Is essentially soul-sensing or com-
prehension. Wo have here, then, a dis-
tinct mode of thought-evolution, start

Ing, to besure, Inthe snrae basic stratum
of feellog, yet differentiated by not be-
ing recognizable by the special senses,

and still projecting Images upon the In-
tellectual consciousness with the same
vivldne«« of reality as those coming

through tho channel of special sensation.
Wo must by no means overlook tho Im-
portant fact that we senso by this meth-
od what Is utterly Impossible by the
common method. We sense the so-
called Imponderable forcesand substances
of tho universe. Yea, we sense the
thoughts, the feelings, even the charac-
ter of our fellows! The special senses
can’t get one step beyond bold material-
ism. Butthe soul-sense notonly appre

heads material forms but discerns the

spirit embodied therein. W ith special
sensation alone intellect Is Infidel In its
helpless, skeptical ignorance. W ith

soul-sensing the pure reason apprehends
and realizes tho fact of eternal life.

W e are indebted to accid* ot for many
of our most importam discoveries. By
disturbed equilibrium in caturo we have
learned the character of i»*«jr of her
wondrous forocs. Disturbed equilibrium

of the nervous energies- resulting in
trance, ar.d various sub o. sub normal
manifestations, have revealed to us the

existence and functions of our super-con-
scious life us relat.-d to the energies ol
nature around and within us. Medium-
ship Is disturbed equilibrium, yet by It
we have become aware of the ‘profound
depths of our being. Butthis abnormal-
ism or disturbed balance ol tho nerv-
ous system is ono of nature's laws—a
primordial law ol growth. W ithout
this disturbed balance ol energy in na-
ture. weshould have no changing winds,
clouds and rain, showers and storms,
with sunshine following, producing
flowers and fruit to bless and beautify
our changing life. The planets do not
move in perfect circles, butelliptical or-
bits. In fact, tho beauty and glory of
nature depend upon what wo call her in-

barmonles, or lack of perfect equilib-
rium. Man, like hls parent, In nil de-
partments of hls being, follows the cos-
mic law.

In planetary space, If the lack of bal-
ance exceeds a given ratio, wo have the
extension of oometary motion. In tho
human realm, analogous conditions give

us idiots, insane cranks, criminals, gen-
iuses and mediums. But all these aber-
rations are as inevitable as that the

earth should be a spheroid instead of a

perfect sphere.
THE WORK DEMANDED.

Fortunately or unfortunately wo Spir-
itualists occupy tbe position of practical
demonstrators of a new philosophy. We
show the sensationalist that the ideal-
ist's claim of intuitive ideas is correct,

and at the samo time concede to him a
sense basis therefor, but not the sens-
ing of his five senses. Aod we thus

compel tho idealist to the admission of a
sense basis for the evolution of all forms
of thought; In other words, we harmon-
ize the conflicting schools bv showing
them defects, and get possession of par-
tial truths, thus opening the way for
more rapid progress.

W hat, then, is the work demanded of
us as Spiritualists? Owur distinctive po-
sition and vantago ground, as already-
shown, grows out of or inheres in the
fact of mediumshlp. The new philoso-
phy of thought evolution would be im-
possible of discovery Independent ol me-
atomistic conditions. | am safe then in
submitting:

1. That duty demandsthat we master
the problem of mediumshlp. 1 have al-
ready shown that it Is an aberration
from tho ordinary ratio of nervous-equi-
librium, But we need to understand
tho nature andextontof that aberration:
also the causes and the consequences we
may expect. Unless wo have some tol-
erably clear conception of the causes
which have led up to this most extraor-
dinary condition, wo cannot understand
why mediumshlp should have been so
remarkably developed In this genera-
tion. It has noteomo ns a chance acci-
dent. There Is evidently a crisis In the
general experience ol humanity. There
are great facta to human evolution
which havo made it possible, and, so far
as Intelligent purpose has entered Into
the problem, has been ample reason for
the manifestations.

But, without entering into extended
discussion, it Isenough to say that the
social equilibrium Is more powerfully
disturbed at the present time than ft
has been for ages past. It Isdoubtful if
a parallel has over existed. Individual
conditions corre«|»ond with those of tho
social unity.

2. Now. mediumshlp being an aber-
ration from tho average condition and
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»e«perisore may he upsetri Is time,
to measurably «ease  That It Is sot a
general and constant necessity, 1 now

existent, Isevident from the fact that It
has never existed before os it does now

Aod being thus exceptional la nature
and time. It U of the greatest impor-
tance that tea fully comprehand Its o0s

urn aod purgesa. anfl align ourselves Is
al’mony with that puire
Thbe church makes a fetich of Its reve

laUona and with airful reverence
shins them as the word ol God. Spirit-!
uallsts degrade theirs to tbe level of e

"jumping Jack" or a “merry Andrew.*
3. Mediumshlp should be regarded

as an exceptional extreme manlfestetloe

of the universal power possessed to es-

sence by all mankind. Hence It Is no
gift or power pertaining to one more
than toanother except In degree The

common earing, that alt are mediums.
Is a scientific fact, but In common life
this does not appear In any of those
special phases of extremism which we
designate as mediumshlp. Just as
the ordinarily balanced condition of the
atmosphere we should never suspect
the tremendous energy of the electric
flash and thunderbolt, yet It Is all pres-
ent; so In tbhe calm of Our common, con-
scious life are hid all the energies of the
most potent mcdtomIstlc manifestation«
Thbe thunderstorm and the cyclone are
the extreme manifestations of the quiet
energy concerned In all the noiseless
operations of nature. Isomediumshlp U
an extreme manifestation of tbe silent
psychic and physical energies which
make up the totality of our complex
life.

4. Mediumshlp is, therefore, not a
condltlon to be sought or Induced by any

or artificial processes. A vast

deal that Iscalled medluraldic develop-
ment Is of this character. It may be
well on the arid plains of western Kan-
sas and eastern Colorado to gel up an
artificial rainstorm, but what would be
thought of tho wisdom of ouch efforts
where rain usually fall« In excess? But
It Istho same kind of wi-dotn which
seeks to force a continuous repetition of
medtumlIstic manifestations where dem -
onstration has occo been made. "Fa-
miliarity breed» contempt” Is an old and
true oa>Ing, and Spiritualists have de-
monstrated It In the case of medium-

hip. No healthy growth can take
place In the vegetable kingdom with
continuous rain. And in the mad push
for raedlumlIstto manifestations, Instead
of a gcreral moral aod spiritual uplift-
ing wo have brought the whole subject
dosn to the plane of amusement, pecu-
niary guin and mental dissipation.

Please don't understand me to mean

that this l«universally true, but that It
Is altogether too general. Medium -
ship should be natural, in that Usde-

velopment should be spontaneous and
not forced in any way whatever, either
by persons in or out of the form. To at-
tempt it Is to assail the very citadel of
personal liberty, and should be resisted
to the last extrem ity.

No person on earth or In heaven has
any right to Infrlogo upon my inaliena
ble right to my own selfhood. Nor
have lany righttosurrender my liberty
and become a tool either to a mortal or
to a spirit. Moreover, no intelligent,
moral spirit, would consent to exercise
any such kind of control. But to seek
by various devices to evoke the medi-
uralstic condition. Is an Invitation to
every spirit tramp or crank to step into
tbe holy of holies of our being, and wan-
ton in the flowery beauties of our im-
mortal essence. You who poisess the
mediumistic temperament beware who
you invite or admit into the secretcham-
bers of your soul-life. You are dealing

with the most recondite and mighty
forces of nature. You are opening the
sphere of your personality to the en

trance of influences of the nature of
which you are very liable to be ignor
ant. Youare entering a path which is
just beginning, in our present day, to be
explored, and in which our Ignorance
far exceeds our knowledge. And | fear
that here, most emphatically, "fools

rush In where angels fear to tread.”

5. Itis also demanded of us that we
cultivate a genuine spirituality. There
is hardly anything about which there is
more real twaddle than spirituality. All
through the ages it has been understood
to stand opposed to tbe common in-
stincts and appetites ol our physical na-
ture. To mortify the flesh oy fasting,
prayer and self-denial has been thought
tho true and only way to sanctity or
true spirituality. Bnt we now know
that a sound mind must evolve from a
sound body. That edear -intellectual
power, jolnedwith unswerving devotion
to the true and the right Is the only
orldonce of the possession of gcnuln'e
spirituality. To the spiritual man, hu-
manity is a brotherhood. Justice 1Is
meted to all; wrong done to none. |In
other words, a lofty devotion to the
right, a conscience void of offense is the
only true spirituality. The modern
term, altruism, expressing tho highest
typo of character, is whst 1 mean by
spirituality. It means harmony; not
tho destruction or mortification of any
department of our complex nature, but
the working of them all In the develop-
ment of the most porfcct type of raau
and womanhood.

This kind of spirituality, however,
cannot be gained by simply sitting iu
circles, or oy the exercDo of medium-
ship. Forty years of experience havo
shown us thnt growth in harmunlal
manhood or womanhood has uot been
the general result of mcdlumxhtp. Why

should It? As shown It 1« an aberra-
tion from the average equilibrium of
our normal Ufo. It Is the use of the

most refined forces and essences of our
nervous organization: and unless the
most watchful care Is exorcised abnor-
mal resulla aro sure to follow. Thbe
waste of the elixir of Illf« will entail a
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train of Mrioua disea«*« or vital e«e
haustlon. which will call for smLrlasts
stimulation. of which w« have had aw
many >alJ »sample* la Ibs owes of our
very beet test mediums We can’t nail
druskri tie*« s very io'ly spirituality,
though Induced by on« kind of spirit.

Mediumshlp Is au extremism. Spir-

iituality Is harmony of balance: hoses,
every medium should tabor to cultivate
themselves in the other department« of
their mental and moral nature

The abnormal conditions ol society all
tand to Intensify tha departure from Dio
average ratio of our subomsclous life-
nctiviUea The hunger for the mor-
veloua Is unappeasable It Is not tha
higher nature which make« thee« —nt-
loas demands for medlumDUr shows or
manifestations. Nor, sa a ruin. Is It the
higher nature which vyields to tho
clamor for the display.

The manifestations are forced out, on
the one band by a mindless curiosity,
and on the other by the pressure of need
or greed. The tendeery In both oases
l« to produce s shallowness or onesided*
neas of character.

Now, pleass dont say to yourself os
any one else Dial I am opposing medi-
umshlp, for It will be s great mistake.
Bmoppose the abuse, the misuse aod tho
proslituUon of mediumshlp. That Is all.
I am opposed to that shallow _ rstl-

tlon whicMImakes bf a special

urat function a gift Involving some
special honor. Superiorcapacity of any
kind Is Just a« much a gift os this.

There are many who have c*teemed It
tbe great calamity of their lives. True
Imediumshlp Is tbe mutual co-operation
between spirits and mortal* tor a com-
mon purpose.

L Butagain, the work now especial*
lly demanded of Spiritualist« Is to find
out the reason ana tha significance of
ibe preseal mediumistic condition. Tha
Bible says: "Trouble does notspring out
of the ground.” That is. there are no
causeless events. Neitherarc there any
which are not means to some future
ends. This mediumistic condition is a
reaction against tho extreme insterlal-
Istlc skepticism prevalent In the present

century. It results In part also from
the one-sided development of tho relic*
tout life In tho church. Augain, there Is

iln the «ub-consclous life of man the fnc-
lulty of presenting or prevision, we feel
tho future In the present. Md "tj ftp?"-
'tlally instinctive impulsion wo move to
align ourselves with tbe Impending nc-
cessity.

Humanity Is trembling to-l»y on tho
crumbling vergoof the most tremendous
|revolution ever witnessed by man. The
domination of the te'.flth Instinct U
more potent than ever known, and here-
Inis f -en the special significance and
reason uf Spiritualism or mrdlumsblip.
This, as we have shown. 1* the product
o0 'the subconscious, the homogeneous,
the undifferentiated life cocrgWs. The
objectzr» soy that from tht*

there duos not come I> in, la me-
dlum utterances, anything which equals
the production* of tho alleged spirits
when In the flesh. This is largely true;
hut there is one most Important partlcu-

lar wherein it Is not true; and that is
the wunity, the brotherhood of man.
,This je tho mostcommon tbome of roe-

"dlum speech and writing, and here there
arc no discordant utterances. This is
because they come from the common
Ilife of man. independent of tho Individ-
ualistic differentiations which constitute
the realm of selfishness. And mark,
now, that tho whole trend of spirit ut-
terance and influence is in aocord with
this unitdt-y uplifting of the universal,
sub conscious life of our oomruoa hu-
manity. Herein lies the great signlfi-
cauco of Spiritualism as a potential fac-
tor in the impending social and political
cataclysm. Social and political institu-
tions as they 4xist to-day are the culml-
nation of selfishness directed' by the In-
tolled and impelled by the relligious in-

spiration of all religions. They all
teach tho segregation of man from
man, or as you term |It, Individualism.
But from the great deep of our sub-con-
sclous life. Inspired, breathed upon by
the translated life of the spiritual
spheres, comes the mighty voice of
blended truth, wisdom and love, pro-
claiming tho oneness—tbe absolute
brotherhood of man: and hence the ne-

cessity of a new alignment, both in posi-
tion and effort for the future growth and

progress of humanity. The old struct-

ures are crumbling of their own weight.

Selfishness has defeated Itself. Recon-

struction In social and political llfemi'**-t
come—Is coming. On the morn of ti

new day—In Its gray twilight, com.“8"
this new evolution or thought, consti-
tuting a new philosophy of mind, and

also of the status of man as a person an\-1,
as a social unity. One grows out of the
other.

Can there then be any question as to
tbe Importancoof the work now demand-

ed of Spiritualists? Are we to spend

our energies In tbhe mere selfish pas-

time of sucking for or witnessing for

tbe hundredth time the same <ld test

or manifestations? Tests, when t(e;

come, are for the unbelieving. Jus

the present tlio crying need is klJtne.

edge of tho principles of social Uf

the methods for its reconstruc beautlfuf

the eternal principles of just™

elso pales before this great ;®i.l

The tide In human affairs rl'8’e oro.

stay or roll It back is Impor*

lullon U uot comlog; It D 1

strucllon Is tho demand o'Jf /oo.

is the watchword of ~ °tev”

masse*. You may as ws”"- »RESSIVH

storm as Into this mo'»,-."#, indeed.

log hlumhar&ity, Thefey omr i
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