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libility, and that Jesus Christ, the great-
est authority, does not refer to it. The
most, therefore, that can be claimed by
the advocate or conceded by the oppo-
nents of this theory is that the Bible is
silent on the subject. This fact alone
might justify us in declining to accept It
as

"THEBOOKOF BOOKS.”

A Remarkable Address Giv-

en by the Rev. J. Wolfen-
den.
Asettled truth.

But to us there seems to be abundant
evidence relating to the history, charac
ter and composition of the sacred books
to destroy all claim to verbal inspiration
The state of the copies of the Bible now
extant shows that the literal and verbal
theory will not bear criticism.

1. There does not exist in the world
asingle manuscript of any portion of the
Old or New Testament which is an orig

Tothe Editor:—The Bible—for so inal autograph, consequently we have
long a time considered infallible—is be- (_Jnl?/ copies of translations of the orig
ing criticised in the house of its friends. iInal.
First, it is torn all to piecesas in the 2. There is nota copy of the Bible
following case, and then a sort of “heal- existing which is transcribed from any
ing plaster ” is presented in the conclu one manuscript, but all the Bibles we
sions, so that not too much offense be possess are made up of transcripts from
given. At a late meeting of the Baptist many different manuscripts.
ministers in this city, the Rev. J. Wolf- 3. The moat ancient manuscripts
enden, of the Fourth Baptist Church, from which our modern Bibles are com
read a remarkable paper on the “Inspi piled are all imperfect, most of them
ration of the Bible,"” which greatly im only fragments.
pressed his hearers. The address is I. No manuscript extant of the Old
here given in full: and New Testaments (Greek) which we

As we take this book in hand we no- possess was written earlier than the
tice that it bears the marks of a hundred fourth century of the Christian era; no
human hands, and has been woven out manuscript of the Old Testament (He-
of history and tradition: that it isa brew) was written before the twelfth
strange polyglot of letters, stories, vis- century after Christ.
ions, prophecies, histories and hymns, 5. No two manuscripts, either of the
each bearing unmistakably the marks of Hebrew or Greek Scriptures, verbally
its own age and of its authors tempera- agree, and there is not one of them
ment~training, prejudices and Igno- which can not be demonstrated to be
ranefwAnd yet there are some who verbally inaccurate.
wa**lervous and miserable when they Now, from these facts it follows that

>ar any one insist that the inspired the bestand most complete Bible we
‘riters were ﬁroperly themselves when have in the original tongues is a com-
they wrote—their temperament, preju- pilation made by the industry and learn-
~ces, training, education, or the want ing of uninspired men from many thou-
\'it. all telling upon their work after sands of literal variations. The learned

order of nature. Not so. they say in Bishop of Manchester, England, gives
feet if not in words. God spoke through the number at 140,000. This being so,
.hose holy men as a man mteht speak how can we reasonably maintain every
through a trumpet or through the tele- word which is contained in our modern
phone, and the writer had neither part Bibles is literally, Infallibly and
nor lot in the message, but simply con- UNERRINGLY INSPIRED?
veyed it. And so they flatter them- |, grqer that we may see more clearly
the force and value of these facts, notice
the testimony which our Lord bears to
the authority of the Od Testament
Scriptures:  “It is written, ‘W hat saith
the Scriptures?'™ are words frequently
on His lips for the purpose of concluding
an argument, rebutting an opponent, or
silencing a gainsaver. But it is clear
to my mind that although Christ fully
believed in the sacrcdness and substan-
tial truthfulness of the Jewish Scrip-
tures. yet He nowhere leads us to think
that He regarded them as verbally and
literally Infallible. He treats them
whole as the inspired word of God, but
never implies that they are entirely
comJ)osed of the very words of God; in-
deed His treatment of those books seem
to preclude the idea that He so regarded
trzjedm. In support of this view let me
add:

Inspiration of the Bible.

IN SEVERAL WAYS HE PROVES THE
FALLACY OF THE THEORY-HE SHOWS
THAT THE PRESENT TRANSLATION IS
MADE UP OF A SERIES OF TRACTS—TO

BE DISCUSSED.

PURE WORD OF GOD.
That God is supernaturally present in

lous acts and miraculous goodness, but
how the divine spirit came in conjunc
tion with the human thought, will and
experience we know not. But if we in
sist that the very words were dictated
by the Holy Spirit, we make him to sim
ulate human ignorance as well as human
character. This appears to us to gra-
tuitously put a weapon of offense Into
the hands of opponents to the Bible. An
untenable position always compromises
more than itself. Exaggerated claims
provoke exaggerated repudiation. We
think we are not justified in receiving
this theory of verbal inspiration by the
evidence which the Bible affords. It is
indisputable that Bible writers do not
define inspiration nor say in how far
they ceased when inspired to use their
human faculties, and where Scripture is
silent human theorizing may be intru-
sive. We have no authority for affirm-
ing dogmatically that the men were in
spired, nor the writings, or that the
writings were inspired but not the men,
or to affirm that ltecause all Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, therefore make quotations.
every word of it was miraculously dic- T. That when he did cite passages
tated. AIll this is being wise above from tne Old Testament the quotations
what is written and prescrlblng human were made, not in Hebrew, its original
conditions within which alone divine tongue, nor in Greek, in which the
revelation is possible. evangelist wrote his histo?/, but in
(Y

Think what this theory involves. the Aromale or Syro Chaldafc vernacu-
Here we have a collection of tracts— lar, and therefore was only a translation

tracts historical, poetical, didactic, eth- from the original.

ical, epistolary tract- often exhibitinga 8- That our Lord did not use the
mixture of all these characteristics. Words of the Hebrew Scriptures, but

Every sort of character is personated Most frequently quoted from the Septu-
inthba agint version, a Greek translation, sup-

every different style of writing isem- > \
ploygd:every age )e/md calling aIErJnost is posed to _have been made in the third
represented.” They are tracts written ckentury B. C., and which is not ac-
by all manner of men, from the king to nowledged to be the least trustworthy
the fisherman, from the philosopher to and verbally faithful of all the transla-
the unlettered herdsman; tracts pro- tons of the Bible now extant. 'Whether
duced at Intervals, from the earliest this translation was made in portions
dawn of history—and inJJart even before andh at different tlmesb odr blzl tno same
it—to the period of the decline and fall authors atone time, nobody knows.

of the Roman empire—tracts that_ have 9. THE SEPTUAGLNT DIFFERS
come down to us subject to the accidents from the orlglnul Hebrew manuscript,
besetting the transmission of ancient from which our English Bible is com-
manuscripts:—tracts that have been piled, in many important particulars:
subject to all the disadvantages of trans- 1a) In the Pentateuch. In more than a
lation and a possible misapprehension. thousand places, the Septuagint follows
In view of all this, both reason and jus- the Samaritan and not tno Hebrew text,
tice require that before we accept this (b) In the book of Job some .800 sen-
theory of verbal Inspiration, we should tences, or portions of sentences, which
satisfy ourselves that it is given by an are found In Hebrew, are omitted in the
authority we cannot dispute. And from original, (c) In hundreds of places, the
the nutureof the case it is obvious thut Septuagint is more a paraphrase than n

we must look for this authority only in translation.
the sacred books themselves. "But 1t is  10. That the authors of the New Tes-
an undcniuble fuel that not a single au- tament wrote in Greek, whilst tho Old
thor of these writings hus clulinod— Testament, from which they quoted,
either for his own compositions or the written In_ Hebrew, and hence in no
compositions of others tills verbal infal- case do they give us the original words,

ti. That since the most ancient man
uscript of Hebrew Scriptures is not
older than the twelfth century after
Christ—that is to say, was transcribed
some |IKK) years after the latest of those
books was originally written, it Is quite
postible that Christ had not access to
any original autograph writings of the
Ola Testament to which He could refer,
or from the pages of which He could
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but only u translation made by them-
selves and others. Theso giuotations aro
far more often made from the Septuaglint
than translated accurately from the
original Hebrew, and oven this transla-
tion of the Seventy, they sometimes
quote incorrectly where it happens to
agreo with the Hebrew text.

11. That the various writers of the
New Testament quote the same passages
from the Old with verbal differences, so
thut in some cases not one of them fol-
lows accurately either the Septuagint
or the Hebrew.

12. That some passages are quoted by
them from the Old Testament which can
not be found in it; e. y.,, Matt, li., 23;
Matt, xiii., 35.

13. That the Evangelists, Matthew
and Mark, not unfrequently quote from
the Hebrew, whilst Luke quotes invari-
ably from the Sef)tuagint, and yet the
quotations of all three often agree
verbally with each other, where they do
not harmonize either with the Hebrew
or the Septuagint. Let it be remem-
bered that the very inexact translation
of the Seventy was highly reverenced
by the Jews, and that Christ neither
corrected it nor protested

AGAINST ITS AUTHORITY,

directly or by implication. MNay, he
constantly used it himself, in preference
to the Hebrew, as the word of God. and

throughout the whole of the New Testa-
ment it is far more frequently quoted by
the evangelists and apostles than the
Hebrew text. From this it is evident
that our Lord and his apostles attached
the same importance and sacredness to
the one as to the other, although they
differ so frequently and so materially in
their verbiage.

14. There are many statements in the
Hebrew Scriptures themselves which
could not on any conceivable hypothesis
have been dictated by the Holy Spirit,
not only because of verbal differences
but strange discrepancies, which are
irreconcilable. Take, as an example
Second Samuel xxiv., 1, 9, 13, 24: First
Chron., xxi., 1, 5, 11, 25. These ac-
counts may be substantially true, but
they cannot be verbally true. With
these discrepancies, how can we tell
that the story, when originally written,
did not differ verbally from both these
accounts. Into the many discrepancies
of the New Testament | will not enter.
It abounds with conclusive evidence
that whilst there is substantial truthful-
ness and fidelity in the writers, there is
no claim to infallible and verbal accu-
racy.

Perhaps | may not be wrong in stating
that a thorough* analysis of iInspiration
will show that the phenomenon has to
do not with the physical or historical
facts, or whatever may be open to com-
mon observation and may be learned by
ordinary means, but rather with re-
ligious truth and whatever is profitable

for doctrine.
IT IS DOUBTLESS TRUE

that in dealing with historical and re-
ligious truths attained by natural means
the selection and arrangement of the
materials, and the spirit that breathes
through them, they wore greatly helped
by a wisdom superior to their own.
When once all supernatural illumination
is relegated to the region of spiritual
principles, minor errors in the narration
of facts do not detract from the trust-
worthiness of histories, or there would
be no reliable histories in existence.
Discerning the threefold effects of in
spiration, (a(); in the revelation of truth,
(d) of intensity of feeling (c) in great
abiding principles, we know we enter
with them into the sanctuary of divine
unfolding. OId truths become more Im-
portant; truth, Imperfectly understood,
stands out clear and well-defined, and
things which unaided reason cannot dis-
cover ar %evealeﬁd. ﬂt»?]ho}{ld ble)> re
mermbered that amld ali the diversity of
his bogk there, Is a divine unw. The
ook of Genesis is only the first of ft
long series of tracts produced during a
long series of centuries, all of which,
more or less, have the same character
in harmony with, and bear

istics, are (
testimony to, their prototype; each
casual in its origin, instinctive in its

form, complete In itself, and Impressed
with the strongly-marked individuality
of its author, and yet all constituting
one great and developing system of
divine theology, growing with the
rowth of the world, and widening with
its enlarging experience, history, proph-
tlacy, sermon and psalm all combining
nto
ONE HARMONIOUS WHOLE,

each workman preparing his contrlbu
tlon apart, but tho whole brought to-
%_ether_ by the groat Architect, and com-
ined into one august and symmetrical
temple of truth. his Is the true mira-
cle of the Bible, Its unvarying unity, not
Its outward uniformity; nay, an outward
untformltv would Infinitely lessen, If not
destroy, the miracle of the Inwurd unity.
There are diversities of ojioratlon, but
it Isthe same God that worketh all In
all. Keeping this great feature and
purpose of tne Bible In view, wo shall
not care much to be identified with
those who read to criticise; those who
cannot admire tho great opening poem
In which the Inspired muse sings tho
creative power of the Almighty In notes
harmonious with the moving stars, be
cause they suspect it does not speak
with scientific precision, or because
there are iuaccurucios somewhere in the
history of the deliverance from Egypt;
hut wo shall be uinong those who are
impressed with the wonderful harmony
of the divine book; with Its marvelous
adaptation to man's need and its unpar-
alleled grandeur.

As we have been well told, the restor-
ation of the lost son to the father is the
solur center of the entire world. Tho
purpose of the hook Is rather to form
temper and spirit In conduct than to
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give rules; to work from the heart to
the life, and from the individual to soci-
ety. The end it seeks is faith rather
than dogma, obedience rather than
rites and observances, charity and fel-
lowship rather than institutions and
sacrifices. This word is a temple of
God for worship. Our party catch-words
and narrow spirit are detestable in its
presence. Let uscome to this word, not
as to a book of oracles, but of truths and
life—as to a real arcanum of spiritual
forces rather than to isolated dictates
or chartered creeds.

Take especial note that in the above
remarks the distinguished divine rips
the Bible into a thousand fragments;
but fearing that his iconoclasm will
have a deleterious effect, see how he
tries to weave an argument that will
show to Christians generally that there
is something remarkablo about the book
be has already torn into shreds. To say

the least, it is a remarkable production.
Jus Tice.

A BADGE OF HONOR.

Spirit Charley Murphy’s
Seance.

Mrs. Jennie Moore’s Merited Re-
ward.

To the Editor:—Spirit Charley
Murphy, cabinet control of the medium,
Mrs. Jennie Moore, held his eleventh
annual reception seance at the medium's
residence, 757 Warren Ave., this city,
Friday evening, the 15th of April.
Twenty-four specially Invited friends as-
sembled, well-known ladies and gentle-
men, on this occasion, Including the
writer. The base of cabinet aperture
was profusely and handsomely decorated
with a variety of choice flowers, whose
fragrance cast its harmonious odor on
all present.

The medium being »laced (as on all
former occasions) under proper test
conditions, stood  facing the guests
prior to entering the cabinet. C. P.
Johnson, of Springfield, 111, arose and
standing facing the medium, surprised
that lady in a well-merited speech

Iregret that time and sFace will not
a.'init of particulars in full). On behalf
of friends and the Spirit-world he held
out in his extended hand a beautiful
token of their regards, etc. He exposed
the gem in a velvet case and presented
it to the medium. It consisted of
beautiful five-pointed star badge, size one
and six-eightns of an inch from point
to point, in the center of which was
mounted a large solitaire diamond of
dazzling brightness. Two chains, one-
and-one-halfan inch in length, connected
the star to a cross-bar of proportionate
size. The entire badge is of solid gold
Handsomely designed and engraved was
the following inscription on the cross-
bar: “ Presented toJennie Moore,” and
around the diamond in center of star,
“ By Some of Her Many Friends, for
Bravery and Truth.”

In response, the recipient of this gift
thanked the donors in heartfelt words of
gratitude, and would cherish it as a
memorial souvenir, in kinaly remem-
brance of all friends who stood by her
in her past trials before the courts and
in her victorious battle resulting in her
acquittal and vindication as an instru-
ment of the Spirit-world, etc.

At the conclusion the audience in-
spected the badge with wonder and
friendly interest. The medium entered
the cabinet. Presently Minnie, a beau-
tiful spirit, appeared to’presentgreetings
to friends. Charley Murphy then ap-
peared as the host of the evening and
or two hours kept everyone in F‘Od

umor by his pleasing and” witty re_g 1es

the varlous questions of his auditors,
erfihraidAg social, setienfifie, histdrie, fe-
formatory and religious topics of the

ay.

The light Inthe room was sufficient
for all to see Charley Murphy’s face dis-
tinctly. His appearance atid form is
handsome; voice strong and a perfect
materialized being (and not the least
resemblance to tho medium). Whoever
views that pleasing face at tho aperture
and hears tne words of wisdom spoken
from his Ups are convinced of this
spirit's power for good, and with admira-
tion they say, amen!

The spirit placed the medium's badge
on the lapel of his black coat and passed
pleasing remarks on his medium's
firesent. The valuation of the badge
$$300, and a well-earned merit bestowed
upon a worthy and victorious medium.
Tne seance closed with pleasing re-
membrances to all present. Good
night. G. G. W. Van Horn.

Hint to Spiritualists Who Take
No Spiritualist Paper.

You are behind the times: you are
certainly in tho rear; you cannot keep
posted on current events of great 1m-j
portanco unless you take a Spiritualist
paper. Especially THE PROGRESSIVE
THINKER; the great educator of the
present day. In every Issue there are
articles on special topics well worth the
price of a year’s subscription. Take, for
example, the boy who Is thoroughly
conversant with mathematics; what a
difference lietweon him and tho boy who
doesn't oven kuow the multiplication
table. There Is even a greater differ-
ence between two Spiritualists—one of
whom is posted In current spiritual lit-
erature, and the other Is not. Who so

Boor thut they cannot alford to take The
ROGRESSIVE THINKER, at SO low a

price?

A HOPEFUL PABSON.

Rev. Thomas Dixon, Jr.

BY DR. H. V. BWERNIGEN.

The Rev. Thomas Dixon, Jr., preached
a sermon recently in Detroit upon the
progress of Christianity In the last
decade, in which he took a more hope'
ful view of the future of orthodoxy than
many of his ministerial brethren. The
evident design of the discourse was to
encourage Christendom and to counter
act as much as possible the influence of
modern thought upon matters theologl
cal. It contained a number of bare
assertions unsupported by evidence, such
as, for example, the reconciliation of
science with the Bible, or of the Bible
with science, Genesis with geology, etc.
an assertion made also by Rev. Joseph
Cook in his recent lecture in this city

It fails to make any mention of the
chaoges which have taken place within
that period in orthodox belief and
doctrines. The rejection of the doctrines
of an eternal brimstone hell, the crea
tion of the world in six davs, infant
damnation, etc., is not even Indirectly

adverted to.

However unwittingly it may have
been, the reverend gentleman gave
utterance to a very significant remark
when be spoke as follows:

“The growth of anti-materialistic
“isms within this period has under-
“mined the foundations of a material-
“istic E)hilosophy. From the ranks of
“infidelity and unbelief of various de-
crees these anti-materialistic isms
“have been recruited. Spiritualism
“ numbers its followers by the thousand
"and the million. Spiritualism is re-
“cruited from the ranks of those who
“have lost faith or who have no faith
“ practically.

“ Within this period we have had the
“remarkable developments of hypnotism
“and telepathy, which in the mindsof
“hundreds have undermined the basis
"of matter on_ which they had before
“ based a denial of spiritual reality.
“ \éVithin this period theosophy has been
“ born.

“Take two remarkable illustrations
“and you will see from whence these
“jisms are recruited. Dr. Hare, the
“ distinguished physician, was a noted
“infidel. He declared that he had
“analyzed the human body and knew its
“component parts. He declared that
“man was made of water, phosphorous,
“lime, flint and iron. He declared that
“ this was all there was to man: that be
“knew it—had reduced him in his re-
“ tort.

“ Dr. Hare was inveigled into spirit-
ualistic seances. He deserted his
“ former position and solemnly swore
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of psychic phenomona, occult science or
Spiritualism by any other name, would
cause him at least to qualify materially
his “ I don't know," in reply to the ques-
tion of a future existence. *

The Spiritualist will also answer “1
don't know” when asked to explain the
whence and wherefore of the phenomena
with which he meets, but tbe belief
which those phenomena engender in his
mind is ungovernable and irresistible
and he is constrained,until a more plausi-
ble idea is advanced, to accept the
spiritualistic theory of their explanation.
Ir the latter is the true one. then Spirit-
ualism furnishes the only positive
tangible, scientific basis for a rational
religion founded upon a demonstrated
assurance of an existence beyond the
grave.

But to return to Rev. Dr. Dixon. The
reverend gentleman remarks: “From
the ranks of Infidelity and unbelief of
various degrees these anti-materialistic
isms have been recruited.”

Not so entirely. By no means ex-
clusively so. Spiritualism has drawn
from every one of the various creeds, re-
ligions and unbeliefs, from every ic and
ism, from every quarter, race and color.

The development of modern thought
(notold time orthodoxy) has undermined
and destroyed the foundations of materi-
alistic philosophy. Yes, this is true,
and Spiritualism has created and is in-
fluencing and directing that modern
thought.

While the medical profession was
proverbiallly materialistic and agnostic
in its theological views, there is now in
It a wide-spread interest in the investi-
gation of psychic phenomena. Dr. Hare
was by no means the only distinguished
physician and noted infidel who has been

inveigled” into spiritualistic seances,
and, as a result thereof, has forever
forsaken his materialistic and agnostic

ideas. Spiritualism has thus been an
aid to Christianity. There are thou-
sands upon thousands of Spiritualists

who yet retain, and probably ever will
retain their church membership, be-
lieving that Spiritualism is but the
demonstration of the more reasonable
doctrines of Christianity. It is, there-
fore, not true that Spiritualism is (alone)
recruited from the ranks of those who
have lost faith or who had no faith

practically.

Progressive Thinking».

To a young man who anxiously desired
the means to reform the world, Socrates
said: “If thou wilt reform thyself, the
world’s reformation has begun.”

This beginning at once with ourselves,
often occurs to us when we hear our
earnest, devoted friends throughout the
country bemoaning the fact that they’
cannot have the services of some lecturer
or medium or organizer to stir up an

“that he had conversed with the dis- jnterest in their section of the country.

“ embodied spirits of his ancestors!

Mrs. Besant was the high priestess
“ of infidelity in the British empire.
“ With Charles Bradlaugh she stumped
“ the empire in the propagandaof infidel
“ideas. She denied Goa and ridiculed
“the supernatural.

"Mrs. Besant was recently in New

York as the high priestess of theo-
" sophy, and solemnly declared that she
“ had received a letter from the dis-

embodied or re-embodied spirit of the

‘ex-high priestess, Mme. Blavatsky!

“ The development of modern thought,
“inother words, has undermined and
"destroyed the foundations of material-
“istic philosophy."

Coming from 'an orthodox minister,
what can be more significant them the
foregoing unintentional acknowledge-
ment of the fact that Spiritualism has in
a few years accomplished what ortho-
doxx has ever f?iled to accomplish, that
IS, the arrest OF the progress of mate-
rlalisru,  agR@sticism and infidelity?
What more @ecided confession from
orthodoxy could we ask than that made
in the foregoing, of the powerful
influence the hitherto much-ridiculed
Spiritualism has been exerting and Is
vet exerting upon modern thought?

If circumstances do not favor the outer
work, all who sincerely desire the pro-
gress of the truth, can so make ready
that they can attract to themseives as a
center, an influx of spirit power.

Suppose there are but three or four
Spiritualists or liberal thinkers in a
neighborhood, what is to prevent their
having weekly meetings? Let them
appoint a chairman, and decide upon a
regular form of exercises, and keqt to it.
Itthe meeting comes about the time The
Progressive Thinker reaches that
post office, they can call upon the best
reader they have to read aloud. Then
they can talk over what has been read
and” they will have the choice of the
thought of the brightest minds in the
country, instead of hearing, as In a
lecture”, the opinions of a single man or
woman. And it is so much better to
read and talk in this harmonious way
than all by one’ self in a corner.

Do not allow argumentative debate,
for that breeds inharmony; but let the
talk be of what each knows, with no
desire of combating another's thought.
So will come such harmonv as the angel
friends like, and which will bring them
in crowds to such a center.

Persistence in such meetings will

W hat more candid admission of the fact Idevelop, sooner or later, anv medium-
that to Spiritualism is due tho credit of istic talent, and then vou will have re-

forcing infidelity, materialism and ag-
nosticUm to stop and reflect, and to re-
examine the whole subject of theology
and the claims of the Christian religion?

Materialism, infidelity and agnosti-
clsm were making rapid strides amon
the thinkers of our times, until arreste
In their i
Spiritualls’m “and its wonderful phe-
nomena, demonstrating the immortality
of the soul, if they demonstrate any-
thing.

To Spiritualism is due the credit of
preventing the fulfillment of Col. Inger-
soll's rophec}r/1 that within ten years
from the time he made it there would be
two theaters erected where one church
would be built. Will the church ac-
knowledge this fact?

I aui an admirer of Col. Ingersoll. He
Is my Ideal of a man. i
library, and have read and re-read prob-
ably, eve_r>1

public, i is utterances, because

lko

progress by the influence of Jadded, we cannot conceive of a happier

gone before.”

liable means of communication, with-
out going abroad. This will be favored
much if our friends spend part of their
time in silent communion with those
who, loved and loving, have gone on
before.
jf to the above exercises music is
a couple of hours. Be-
start a center of force
In that neighborhood for our angel
friends to act through. Multiply this
silent work by hundreds, and instead of
there being " 10,000,000 there will be
goijdblle the number who dare to say
oldly:
beelieve in the life after death; and
in the return and communication of those

way of spendin
sides this, it Wi?l

Try It friends. Commence in your

I liuve in my own "homes, give a little time rc/ularly
- and persistenti;/ every
thought he has given to the veloping of your spiritual growth, and

week to the de-

ive The Progressive Thinker the

they uppeal to my reason and | find my results of your efforts.

innermost self o1 rapport with them.
He has done a great service to our
oommon Immunity, to the age in which
lie lives, and the world will bo made tho
8ei[ter for his having lived. But oven
ol.
himself infallible; Indeed, tbe very
position ho assumes before tbe world
plalnIK supports this proposition. Al-
though an ognostlo, heis a truth-seeker,

W.P.Phelon, M. D.

Important Notice.
The Secretary of the Columbian Ex-

Ingersoll Is uot. nor does he regard position states that all remonstrances
against closing the World's Fair on
Sundays will be properly referred.
also says that no action will be taken on

He

is, ever has been and ever will be, open the subject by tho directors for one year

to conviction.

Impression therefore, thut a proper con- signatures. Le
Investigation in company with circulate petitions to keep the World's
Fair open on Sunday, and send them di-

rect to the " World's Fair Directors,”

tinued
such_men as Tuttle, French, Savage,
Fluuiinurion ami his brother attorney,

We cannot resist the yet; so there will be plenty of time toget

Let everybody see to It, and

Hon. A. B. Richmond, into tho subject Chicago, 111



THE PROGRE

There it stood in the same attitude, with the
some smile and kindly expression he exhibited
when 11Imd seen him long before lu my im-
pressible moments, ami when afterwards we
referred to this appearance, lie informed mo
that he was able on that occaaiou to form his
own imago inthe material substance for the
Hand of an Imminent purposo of arousing me to the reality of the
Ex-Judgo. Spirit-world, but that my attention was soon
[The serlt* of papers we arc about to publish were Withdrawn from the occurrence, and ho gave
communicated from Spirit life lit thebﬁrecise form tu up the iutonlion and left me to And out for

which they are NOW presented to the public. They hnve A
not even been copied, and were all written out by the MYSelf how real was his appearance, and how

(rjn_ediu_m himself %t th%timehof thedgommunicati%n. 'Il'h_e true is the fact of spirit-life.
ictation was made when the medium was under lui- H H H H
lon, and perfectly passive to the Influence. He was Often since my advent into this beautiful
y conscious at the time, but like a faithful amanuen- world have | observed the same unfortunate
sis recorded the facts, Ideas and expressions of the conjndifference to spiritual manifestations. There
trolling Intelligence as 1/ he had been writing under the r )
direction of a mortal, so that lie Is quite sure the reports Was a being on earth whom 1 deeply and ten-
.r?rrlﬁe aélssrae)s/gegtrse Slfjrté)sr;andtlilql'lelz)r/eﬁ?rgg?ﬁits but no names derly loved at the time of my so-called death.
were given. for the reason that as tuey relate to morals 10 her I had plighted my heart and hand, and
em| conduct olf life théey shobuld r?e eslteemfed hfor their but for ray premature demise we would have
owu merits aloue, and not by the eclat of the source A H H H
Iroui which they emanate. To each essay Is subjoined been married iu a short time. My first thotht
the Individual cx[*erleiice of some other spirit since pass- Was of her, and | sought her place of abode
ing away from earth, and these latter are called llu% a5 if for mo. there could be no other heaven
tai/io'M, and, except In rare Instances, such as James ! . . P
liusaell Lowell ami Horace Greeley, these names were I found her in tears and inconsolable. 1 tried
AISTOh\in;;hCQEIr%'th s presented of the higher life Is of the to make her feel my presence and sympathy,
Ictu u I [} H H
most Impressive character, and the descriptions of the and was deeply pained and surprised that |
sundry scenes, modes of life and oecwjuitiou have a could not impress her, uor even make her
realistic air that cannot fall to deeply affect the spirit i H
end aid it In its efforts to be worthy of that glorious ayvare that | still I.IVEd and loved her. .I have
«bode. | since tried many times to make her sensible of
Work on Earth and Work in Spirit- My neamess, but in vain, and she still mourns
Life my loss as irreparable. Now, could she but
. : . . know aud feel how deeply | sympathize with
The object of all human effort is to obtain e ;

N LS : . her, how much more exalted the life is which
E[?Oenu:)efagzg I;;;'eng apﬁet%g%pgr?t\'ev\tgebecgggg I now live, and that all my surroundings aro
sensible of our nécessities we feel the need of n the hlghest degree finer thqn those of earth,
supplying them, and adopt some means to It would increase my owu being and (1Ll her
that end. The usual way is to engage in some soul with rejoicing and happiness. _ Could she
calling or employment, and here arise many ™" Eer thoagptsdto the teacll;ungs of Spiritual-

- : ' ism she might find a means of open communi-
O e iy CEIon wih the spheres of ight that wou
him for some pursuit or em’ployment more _greatly relleve_ her sorrows, and brlng her
than for any other. This fact is not taken Into rapport with the soul where her image
into consideration so much as it deserves, and still reigns.
consequently mistakes are made which mar the
life and usefulness of great multitudes. There =
are few things more irksome than an uncon- rogress.
genial avocation. It causes dissatisfaction ~ TO the Editor:— Ladt December | spent a
and constant unrest Now, if there existed Week in this place, aud during the time suc-
some friendly power to assist in determining ceeded in inducing tbe friends of our school
the peculiar traits of endowment and their Of thought to organize the Bloomington Pro-
adaptability to business, it would be one of gressive Spiritual Association. Being here on
the greatest boons to those who are compelled a Visit, 1 thought a brief report of the present
to make a liviug by the work of their bauds, status of tbe society” would be good news to
for their work would be pleasant because agree- spread for tbe encouragement of Spiritualists

SPIRIT LIFE.

A Conference with Spiritual
Beings.

W ritten Throngti

Worker's Report of Signs of

able, flow, then, are we to seek for this inother localities who have not yet organized.
assistance?  In spirit-life work is the univer-  For many years the Rev. Flavius J. Briggs,
sal rule.  There are no people of leisure, that formerly recognized as one of the ablest advo-

is, persons with nothing to do, but all are cates of free thought from tbe standpoint of
engaged in some useful occupation, and yet Universalisai, has resided here, though as are-
all are happy because all arc doing that for sult of investigating Spiritualism, he long ago
mwhich they aro best fitted. If this system- shook off the shell of creedism, aud became a
could he introduced on earth, the same conse- thoroughly scientific and philosophical advo-
quences would follow to a degree that would cate of Spiritualism, aud a devoted student of
be most gratifying to the friends of humanity, the psychic laws and phenomena upon which it
and much of the strife and ill-will between is based; Major T. B. Packard, for many years
labor and capital would disappear. a practicing lawyer, now widely kuown as a
One of the aims of spiritcommunion is to magnetic healer; Mr. IVm. Shaffer, Justice of
work in this direction. We recognize the ob- the Peace; Z. Waters, M. D., an old-time
stacles in the way of success growing out of resident aud progressive physician; Mr. Geo.
the difference in conditions, and the uuen- Brooks, who has recently written some able
lightened state in which questions of that articles that have appeared in The Progress-
character are still groping on the earth. But ive Thinker; Mrs. J. Ackers, the secretary,
spirit-power has many forms of manifestation, a fine reader and the organist and leading
and may yet be able to overcome the difficul- vocalist of the society; Miss Amanda Thayer,
ties of the situation, and to bring pleasure a clairvoyant and clairaudicnt medium,through
into labor instead of drudgery. whom some of the most profound truths now
We witness the results of daily toil in all recognized in the philosophy of Spiritualism
forms of discontent The workmen and the were given, by the immediate friends of Bev.
employer occupy hostile positions to each Flavius J. Briggs over seventeen years ago;
other, and strive to obtain advantages by Mrs. J. N. Cook, of Normal, three miles from
means that only widen the breach, and make here, whose son, John Cook, is the head Pro-
peaceful settlement still more difficult. The fessor and President of the Normal University;
man of skilled labor is often put on an equal Mrs. S. Smith and Mrs. Freeman, mediums,
ity with the unskilled, and the diligent and and Col. Freeman. All of these persons and
faithful have no more consideration than those tbe mostof their companions and some others
who arc neither the one nor the other. The have every year since 188G celebrated tbe an-
employer, guided by the instinct of self-inter- niversary of modern Spiritualism. Tbe society
est, and controlled by the excitement of the organized by the efforts of the writer last
moment, cannot, or will not, make terms that December now numbers forty members,among
aro reasonable and fair. There is no end to whom are the persons named, it has rented,
the bitterness engendered by the strife, and nicely carpeted and furnished three rooms,
the whole industrial world resembles the sea centrally located, and meets every Sunday,
when lashed by a storm. We come iato the thereby keeping together Socially, and using
midst of this seething conflict and behold iU its home talent to strengthen the cause in
manifold evils, and our sympathies arc ex which it is meeting with very exceptional suc-
cited. We would bring into it some of the cess.
order which prevails in spirit-life, and many  The recent celebration here for the seventh
spirits arc now engaged in devising the best time of the anniversary, and for the first time
menus of bringing about auspicious results through the agency of organized effort, gave
We would give advice, but doubt if it would all the old-timers great satisfaction. Major
be heeded under present circumstances. There Packard, president of the society, gave a short
is no way but to wait with patience. The address, followed by Father Briggs, who, not-
storm will blow itself out, and will be sue withstanding he has passed his eightieth year,
cocdcd by a calm in which the voice of reason and is in feeble health, yet intellectually and
and humanitv will be heard and heeded. spiritually he was bright and clear, and though
just at the border of the Spirit-land, he is on
ILLUSTRATION. shrouded with such an atmosphere of cheer-
The world of sense is not amenable to the fulness through the understanding and tbe
influence of spiritcontrol at all times, even experience be has had with Spiritualism, that
when it is most sensitive to the higher intui. be inspires its investigators with new courage
tions. There is a refractory element in all and its converts with a trustful confidence in
material things, that repels the finer qualities its truths.
of spirit substance, and resists the approach  With such people to manage its affairs, there
of spiritual sympathy. When | was an in- is no danger of the society going in any direc-
habitant of the earth sphere | often felt the tion except forward to greater success in build-
impression of those undelinable surroundings ing up au interest in the phenomena and phil-
which 1 could neither express nor understand; osophy of Spiritualism that shall grow fresher
but since my entrance into the higher life 1 and more fragrant to the human family as the

have learned that they were the promptings years roll away. J. H. Randall.
of spiritual influences coming from my friends liloomington, Il

who had passed away. 1 well remember

that on one occasion, when alone in my cham- Greek Hymn.

ber, I saw a luminous form pass before ray The Islands of the Blest, they say,

seyes. It was a very impressive spectacle, for " The Islands of the Blest

it bore a close resemblance to that of a dear Are peaceful and happy by night and day,
friend whom we hail recently buried, and for Faraway in the glofious West.

whom we bad a very strong attachment. 1l They need not the moon In that land of delight.
hud, when alive, some peculiar gestures and _ They need not the pale, pale star;

modes of action Iliat were reproduced in the T%ﬁle”r]elﬁhbe”s%msbgf?ﬁg glnedssnel gﬁe.

image now before me, and by which | could .

identify his personality. The wave of the TheYy tV'V“V%Ot the ground, they plough not the
hand, the poise of the head, and the play of They labor not—never, oh, never!

the features were so like his that | could not Nota tear do they shed, nora sigh do they heave,
hesitate to believe that my friend stood be- ~They are happy forever and ever.

fore me; but when | was free from the pres- So\;\t/rl}sé;[]htebErseljaﬁehalgkgeogéetgvheir;ipé;sgne.

ence of the apparition the impression died away, ;

and at last | thought it must have been some ATﬂ {ﬂg i';}g;ﬁg‘g;efhae“%%g’g‘d“h”e are none,
kind of an hallucination of an active and ex- .

cited brain. You may judge of my surprise Thgo(%ﬁegér(i!ﬁadrssg?'gan'ésuwf%%;bed'

when 1 was met with the same form on com- Not a tree but It blazes with crowns for the dead,
ing to consciousness after my body was dead. ~ Even garlands of living gold.—Pindar,B.C. 435.
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SSIVE THINKER.

testant prayers, Protestant Snbbatb-schools
and Protestant teachings.

Sufficient evidence that they are sectarian
institutions of a Protestant character is found
iu the fact that their managers consent so read-
ily to the appropriations for the Catholic
schools. How is it that there arc no com-
plaints and expostulations, such as there were
in 1880 and 1887, against the misappropria-
tion of the public funds, in violation of the
Constitution? Because they get a share of the
niblic plunder. It is an unholy religious
nlliuncc for the purpose of robbing tbe people
mil depicting the publie treasury in disregard
of all the supposed safeguards of the Constitu-
tion.

Great praise is due to Commissioners
Staubcr, Cool and Stepina for opposing these
acts of the board, and voting against them,
and particularly to Mr. Staulmr, who argued
strenuously against the appropriations.

Some two years ago the Secular Union took
tbe matter up, and bad a bill in chancery filed
for an injunction to prevent funds from I>cing
paid to the Fechanville school. The case is
now pending in the Supreme Court of Illinois.

All opposed to union of church and state
—all opposed to pious frauds of every descrip-
tion, and especially all opposed to open viola-
tions of the Constitution, in the supposed in-
terests of religion or of education, are called
upon to assist in putting a stop to such prac-
tices.

Any one wishing to aid in this matter finan-
cially, will send to M. Reiman, Treasurer
American Secular Union, 4325 Drexel boule-

The Little Boy’s Sagacity.

"W hat would you like. Httlo boy?"
A matron with kindly face «aid,

As a woo, ragged urchin on tin-too
Pooped in at tho cakes and the broad.

A shy, wistful glance at tho lady
Prom under his curly locks stole!
"Please, I'd_llko a cukofor tho baby,
She's straight from houvon all whole."

I1ls fuco was smeared with molasses,
Ills apron all tattered and torn;

Tho little brown foot wore each shoolegB,
Hut his heart was both tender and warm.

Ills oves wore dark as the midnight,
And glistened with secrets to toll;

He'd a sistor, a cat, and a jaok-knlfo,
A ball, a rope, and a hell.

"And | want a cake lor the baby,
My sister, from heaven just came;
She's red, and looks funny to Towser—
Hobmy dog—lie sleeps In tho sun,

‘Till ho gets awfully hungry
Then whines, oh.”how ho does cry!
For some of those cukes In tho window._
If hodon't got one, | spiacks h v|v_|JI die."
— li<w d. HiultntU.

Love’'s Warning.

AN APPARITION PREVENTS A MAN FROM MEETING
A DISGRACEFUL DEATH.

A short time ago, writes Mr. Stead, a Jour-
nalistic friend of high standing and reputa-
tion, whom | had met abroad, paid me a visit.
When 1 asked him if lie had overseen a ghost,

Lasked _ THE OCTOPUS HERE.

Imd one time saved his life, and that he never Appropriation of Funds for Secta-
spoke lightly on the subject, Ilis story, which rian Schools.

ho told with evident emotion and intense cou- ard. C. B. Waite,
viction, was remarkable, even if, as is proba- I’rcs. Am. Secular Union.
ble, we should regard the apparition as purely ~ VIOLATION OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION. Chicago, IlI.

The Voice of the People.

subjective: _ _ Section 3 of Article V111 of tbe Constitution
It was many years ago, lie said, when | of ||linois reads as follows:
was younger, and when tbe_ temptations of “‘Neither the General Assembly, nor any
youth had not become memories of the past. o, . L DY JAMES G. CLARK.
I was alone in a country hotel and one night | county, city’, town, township, school district
had decided to carry out a project which | OF other corporation, shall ever make any ap- o iyo inward, oh, gates of the future!
still remember with shame. At 10 o’clock | propriation or pay from any public fund what- _ Swing outward, ye doors of the_past!
retired to my room to wait until tbe hotel was ever, anything in aid of any church or secta- FoAr\tge soul 0{ the pIeOnge Is moving
quiet, in order to carry out my tlesigu aud en- rian purpose, or to help support or sustain any Thenblar::SIJ?grrrzgrgfsnlijg%te;rgtreatsrte'atin ‘
ter an adjoining room chamber. I lay in my school, academy, seminary, college, univer- = The white peaks have signaled the day,
bed watching tbe moonlight which Hooded the sity’, or other literary or scientific institution, And Freedom her long roll Is beating,
room, counting the moments till all was still. controlled by any church or sectarian denom- And calling her sonsto the fray.
After | had lain there for some time | was ination whatever; nor shall any grant or dona- And woe to tho rule that has plundered
conscious of a presence in the room, and look- tion of land, money or other personal property . And trod down the wounded and slain,
ing toward the window 1 saw the familiar ever be made Ity the Slate or any such public WR'AS mgnwurs of the Old Time have thundered,
- . poured their life-tide in vain.
form of the woman whose death three years corporation, to any church for any sectarian Tho day of its triumph Is ending,
before had darkened my existence. 1 had purpose."” The evening draws near with its doom,
loved her with my whole soul, as | had never In anactof the Legislature, which went And ”}e star %f. ';]S streng&h IIS descending,
loved any one before. She was my ideal of into effect May 28th, 1879, provision was To sleep in dishonor and gloom. )
womanhood, my whole life had been entwined made for incorporating industrial schools for Though tge tall trees are crowned on the high-
with hers, nud her death was the crudest blow girls. This act provided for the commitment, W_ithar:hz_' first gold of rainbow and sun,
ever deult me by Fate. of dependent girls by the county court of an)’ while far in the distance below them
In tbe three years that bad elapsed siuce county to any industrial school for girls which _ The rivers in dark shadows run.
her death | had striven to escape from the might have been organized under that aet, Th\?\}’ must fall, and the workmen snail burn them,
: : . . here the lands and the low waters meet,
gnawing agony of the memory of ray loss iu and authorizes and requires the county to pay apnq the steeds of the New Timo shall spurn them
scenes where she would least have sought the industrial school for the tuition, mainten W ith the souls of their swift-flying feet.
me. '_I'ime, travel, dissip_ation had so dulled ance and care of such dependent girls. ) Swing Inward. O, gates', till the morning
my pain that of late | hail never thought of Under this act a school was organized Shall paint the brown mountains in gold,
her, uor was | thinking of her, when suddenly called “The Chicago Industrial School for Till the life and the love of tbe New Time ¢
| saw her standing by tbe window. Her face Girls.” Various commitments were made to  Shall conquer tbe hate of the Old.
was iu the shadow, but there was no mistaking this institution. But “The Chicago Indus- Le’\tléhlgnfacéi ggdh}ggegapr%rgfvtgvaaster
that queenly figure, those stately shoulders, trial School for Girls” had no buildings or Nor the fands He prepared for the many
aud the familiar dress. She wore no Imt or any means for furnishing the girls either tuition ~ Be trampled and robbed by the few.
bonnet, but was as she had been in her own maintenance or care. The institution existed The soil tells the same fruitful story,
drawing-room thousands of miles away. She only on paper. The seasons their bounties display.
was standing in tbe moonlight looking at me. It received, however, nominally, all the girls And the flowers lilt their faces in glory
Then she slowly moved toward me and ap- committed, but immediately sent them to two W-L?lga(;[ﬁ? }Q,,eo‘x‘;“;?e"t'fesa?g(}“gsdcaayme
proached the bedside, fixing her gaze full on Catholic institutions, the “House of the Good ~'That are muzzled when treading the corn,
my face. Then, without saying a word, she Shephcid” and “St. Joseph's Orphan Asy- And millions sink down in life's battle
vanished. lum." In fact the Chicago institution was a  With asigh for the day they were born.
I had lain, as it were, paralyzed until she mere feeder for the other two, seven of the nine Must the Sea plead in vain that the River
vanished, aud | was once more alone: The directors and incorporators being Sisters of , May return to its mother for rest,
passion of remorse obliterated in a moment the Good Shepherd. Ar(])df éhef,vf,?r:;q Eggetg;aa\s\?rlln}%%]?]se';obggle\gestk}er
the formerly imperious temptation. | no more In the spring aud summer of 188G, the |ol the answer comes hack In a mutter
thought of my design. It was as if the very County of Cook paid to these two institutions From domes where the quick lightnings glow,
thought of evil Imd been absolutely wiped out. $2,314.34, it being admitted on the face of And from heights whore the mad waters utter
| was overwhelmed with tbe thought of her, the bills rendered by tbe Chicago Industrial ! Neir warning todwellers below:
aud abased. Remembering at what moment School for Girls that the tuition, etc., and And ¥V(3I%t0 tRO fo?]befs who gather
she had revisited inc | wept like a child bitter, clothing for which the money was paid, had Wlhno e Siotan %hg)fer\)\?evlgrfrc?n\gelgg\évrr.]'
passionate tears of repentance, until from been furnishad entirely by the two Catholic " And bullded to Mammon a throne:
sheer exhaustion | fell asleep. | bad no more institutions. For the snow-king, asleep by the fountains,
doubt of tbe reality, tbe objective reality, of  About this time some good Protestants, hav- . Shall wake In the summer's hot breath..
my visitor than | have of tbe objective reality ing some regard for tbe Constitution of the A%degfisrfend in his rage from tho mountains,
: g terror, destruction and death.
of yourself or anyone else whom | may meet in State, must have demurred, because the next And the throne of their god shall be crumbled
tbe_l_rs]t_reet. - J i wh " bills of tr]lls Iglnd WhlchT\;]vereCﬁ_resenteld dthe_ And the scepter be swept from his hand.
is conviction was deepened when on the county refused to pay. e Chicago Indus- apg the heart of the haughty be humbled,
following day | learned, to ray surprise, that trial School for Girls brought suit. The case  And a servant for chief in the land.
if | bad carried out my design and bad en- was tried before Judge Tuthill, aud judgment Agdh tne Tru%h an?hthe POWGfrtHnitTEd
tered tbe next room | should have been knifed rendered for the Chicago School. The county all rise irom tho grave orthe true,
on the spot In the chamber | had intended took the cose to the Supreme Court. AT,? {ﬂg mﬁgmgtsaﬂzt?ﬁec’,!g,ﬂ'gﬁhb(? ,(,'ngFed
to enter was a reckless young bravo whowould The decision of the Supreme Court of the For the Lord of the h t hath said it
have certainty bad no more compunction in State will be found at page 540 of the 125th OVthoese ?i[)s (rJ\eve(? utat[a\FgS a |a_|e sald 1%,
planting his stiletto in the heart of any un- volume of the Illinois Reports. And his prophets and poets have read it
armed intruder than you would of Killing a rat. Tho Supreme Court reversed the decision, In symbols of earth and of sky:
Between me, therefore, that night and a holding that the Constitution had been plainly hTa'}IIOhhlm Wr;o Pas reveled in glunger
bloody and shameful death there was but an violated in paying money to the two Catholic Tholsh%cek%r}%eoeacr(t)ﬁaﬁlaeggealrﬁd lgrq‘urider
unlocked door and the watchful love of one institutions; that itwas the duty of the State  And tempest, and torrent, 'shall come.
who In this simple but supernatural way inter- to provide for the dependent girls, and the swing Inward, O, gates of the future!
vened to save me from myself and the doom State had no right to turn them over to sec- Swing outward, ye doors of the past!
that otherwise would have overtaken me.— tarian institutions, The Court decided also A'glant Is waking from slumber
Hartford Daily Times. that the fact that the doctrines of a particular Frorr;]dtrr]%nghns% m%gf;teﬁfsatp!gitd tyrants found
o ] church were taught, and that all exercises of a im.
A Spirit Announces His Departure. religious character were those of said church,  Unhonored, and scorned, and betrayed,
William Garner, an old resident of this would render the institution sectarian within He shall rise with the sunlight around him,
county-, passed to spirit-life March 28th. His the meaning of tbe Constitution. And rule in the realm he nas made.
body was interred in Garner Cemetery. Rev. In the face of this decision, and in the face . .
G. W. Crofts, of this city’, officiated. Mr. of the Constitution, the county is still appro- A Splendid Showing for the Cause
Garner was 70 years of age. lie was highly priating money to sectarian institutions. And of Spiritualism.
esteemed by those who knew Imn. He had the Commissioners do not even lieat about the ~ To the Editor:—I| have often wanted to
been a Spiritualists for twenty years or more. bush, as they did before the decision was write to you to express my admiration of your
He leaves a wife and a number of children. made, but in open and shameless disregard of paper, and after getting Uic nnuiversary num-
The deported spirit of Mr. Gamer controlled the Constitution, and in open defiance of tbe ber 1cannotrefrain from doing so. | think
Mr. Miller, a medium living five miles away, authority of the Supreme Court, they appro- it is just grand, and is a splendid showing for
and brought news of bis departure. He said priate the money of the people directly to the cause of Spiritualism iu all parts of the
be bad departed from this life, and was to be sectarian schools. country. It makes one feel proud to be con-
buried at 2 o'clock on tho 30th; also that be  The decision was made in 1888, and pub- nected with a progressive movement. Your
was not satisfied with bis burial place. He lished in the rei>orta in 1889. paj>cr is just tbe thing that Spiritualists need.
wanted to 1« laid by the side of his son in-law, In 1890 the Board of County Commission- It contains riches for the poor, comfort for
Mr. Dillon. He wished a letter written to bis ers appropriated $40,000, in 1891 $45,000, the weary and down-trodden, and consolation
daughters, telling them not to mourn for him, and in 1892 $45,000. for the sorrowing and afflicted, when it tells
for be was happy. After Mr. Miller came out  This sum i9 distributed as follows: To the them of the future, and the hopes it gives of
of bis trance, | told him what Uie control had St Mary's Training School for Boys, nt again seeing the loved ones who have gone be-
said. He replied that it could not I>etrue, but Fechanville, $12,500; to the Illinois Training fore. It contains philosophy for tbe scientist,
when tbe evening paper came it aet all doubt School for Boys, nt Glenwood, $12,500; to and is food for thought for all; above all it
at an end, for bis death and burial were an- the Chicago Industrial School for Giris,$8,000, strikes at error aud superstition with such
nounced. Mrs. Mart M. Weeks. and to the Illinois School for Girls, at Evans- sledge hammer blows as to leave no doubt as
Council Il1uft, lowa. ton, $12,000. . to its meaning. Go on with your good work
) S ) Of these the first and third arc well known of pylling down errorand raising the banner
Poems, by Edith Willis Linn, tbe gifted to be Catholic institutions. ~The other two, of truth. Many of us have yet much to learn
known lecturer. ~ This charming little volume Protestant sect, are yet Protestant institutions trumpet with no uncertain sound
is for sale at this office. Price $1.00. to all intent and purjioscs. They Lave Pro- H. HENDERsoX
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was the glorious representative. Ho was, as
we are iuformed, a man of sorrows nnd ac-
quainted with grief, without form or comeli-

COMEDY OF ERRORS.

Roman Theology—Where Does It head, buffeted, reviled nnd spat upon. The
End? Roman soldiers, sporliug with his grief, who
placed on him a purple robo aud a crown of
thorns, bending their kness iu solemn mock-
ery before him, were, like the Mediterranean
EX-MONK PROVIB8OR CORKEnY. pirates just described, excellent comedians,
To the Editor:— One of the boasted brutally rejoicing in the left-handed regal hon-
points of superiority in tho Homan Catholic ors thus so lavishly bestowed.
Church consists in the fact that a dead mate- The fiendish example of these unfvcliug
rial gml is presented for the adoration of the cohorts of the beast is faithfully copied by
faithful, which god, as a celestial bait for their degenerate representatives of tho present
brainless tlshes, is swallowed with avidity, and day. Tho priests of Rome, Roman soldiers iu
afterwards, in the natural course of events, disguise, using fraud as a substitute for force,
rejected from the system with dishonor. anil acting as if they bad a divine right to
Those who are so spiritually minded ns to commit murder, blasphemously interpose
make of their stomachs a heaven upon earth, themselvesbotwoon the Child of God and His
worship a god of their own formation, will be heavenly Father’s face, accelerating his pro-
careful to have that god, ns the outward em- gress to the skies by giving to his fed a down-
bodiment of fancy, to conform to their own ward tendency. Tho following questions and
internal whims and peculiarities in every re- replies, with instructions substantially ex-
spect. Tho idol is in their hands, and they truded from the catechism of this consecrated
can shape it as they feel disposed. If they be wolf, will make this matter plain:
thieves their god will be, in consequence, the “My child, as an heir of glory, you want to
god of thieves; if publicans and sinners, their be like Jesus?”
god will be the god of publicans and sinners; if “Yes, your reverence.”
mouey-worshipers, their god will be the dol- " You want to regain your blissful
lar; and if they be a sepulchral race of law- ance on high?"
less cut-throats,to “holy martyrdom aspiring, “That’s my design, your reverence.”
no other god will satisfy them but the god of  “Then let me prepare you for your via ilulo-
death, a god in the crucifixion of the innocent rasa. In the first place you must stand upon
rejoicing; and such a god is the pan-cake god Yyour head, trampling reason under foot, so

TUB SIIBKP AM» THE GOATS AS ANALYZED

inherit-

of Home, leading its deluded votaries for that you may walk by faith and not by sight.
tilthy lucre's sake unto the place of skulls In furtherance of the same design, as a
blindfolded. worshiper of darkness, turn about that |

The thing is too sepulchral and too ghastly may fasten this handkerchief upon your eyes.
to be made the subject of a joke, and yetthere Now, blindfolded like the Lord of glory that
is a horrible comedy connected with it, which, you are, openyour mouth aud take what ‘holy
for waut of a better name, may be called the church’ hath sent you—a roasted heavenly
comedy of death, or the comedy of errors. To lamb for supper. Being thus fortified, illum-
explain; inated and directed, with the spotless Lamb of

Plutarch, in writing of the pirates who in- God in your stomach, itis impossible that you
fested the Mediterranean Sea, in the days of should ever go astray, for the light of tho world
I’ompey, says that they constituted a secret is Jesus, to an unholy sepulcher consigned.
band of assassins who made sport of the This, if you doubt, you're damned; so ask no
sufferings of then- victims. When they had questions for the sake of conscience.”
taken a prisoner, for instance, and he cried “Thank you, kindly, sir.”
out in the extremity of his distress that he was ~ “One thing more it is essential that you
a Roman citizen, and told them his name, should do: Empty your pockets. You don’t
rank, and residence, the}- pretended to be waut to burn in hell, as Dives did; you want
struck with terror; they smote upon their to shine as a star in the firmament of God for-
breasts in all the attitude of despair: “Mea ever.”
culpa! mcaculpa! meamaximaculpa™ (through “Most assuredly, your reverence.”
my fault! through my fault! through my most “Then let me have your purse. Now,
grievous fault!) falling upon their knees at the there’s the road; enjoy the glories in reserve,
same time to implore his pardon. while I, as the man in black, emphasizing the

The poor man, seeing them humble them- blessedness of poverty and want, of rags and
selves as lowly penitents thus before him, filth nnd ignorance, travel with the spoils of
thought them to be sincere in their professions, plunder in a contrary direction. ”
and readily promised them his forgiveness, O, sanctified hypocrisy, scattering thorns
whereupon they were so kind and so ollicious on the path to paradise, and strewing roses on
as to' put on his shoes, others helping him with the road to hell, how lovely are thy tabernacles
his gown, and adjusting his disordered hair, bearing upon their portals as restaurants of
that his quality as a Roman citizen might not horror the following inscription:
be mistaken. When they had carried on this “Within, my child, there lies in solemn
hideous farce for some time, and had solli- state the body of your murdered God. Come
ciently amused themselves with the credulity and eathim!”
of their dupe, they let a ladder down into the At the head of this mournful procession to
sea, adjusting a plank as a gangway thereto, wards the poor-house, the prison, the brothel
and then, with all the grace and courtesy im- and the grave, stands the Redeemer of the
aginable, bade their prisoner go in peace, and world despised, and his degraded followers are
if he refused to do it, they pushed him otf the dignified in consequence with thrones of glory
plank and drowned him. in the realms of shade hereafter; whilst at the

Here was tragedy aud comedy combined! head of the exuberant cohorts of holy pick-
And the same serio-comic performance under pockets. personating Dives iu his den of in-
the name of Little Red- Riding Hood and the famy, stands “our Holy Father, the Pope,”
wolf is enacted in our midst to-day. esHow is with his purple-and-flne-liuen associates, sit-
this?” the reader will be apt to say. Here arc ting on thrones of glory at the present, the
the facts so plain that he that runs may read: holy humbugs by a satanic irony destined

The Constitution of this beloved land, after death to roast inthe bottomlessabyss for
founded ig>on justice, nnd emphasizing the ever. The one section, “led as sheep unto the
broherhood of man, proclaims as truths self- slaughter,” wend their way in sorrow to the
evident, “that all men are created equal; that pearly gates above; whilst their tormentors,
they are endowed by their creator with certain the capricious ifoots, in gleeful ecstacy de-
unalienable rights, amoug which are life, lib- scend to fiery baptisms beneath.
erty and the pursuit of happiness.” By the What manner of men are those, it will be
Church of Rome, however, for the purpose of asked, whose zeal for the salvation of their
foul play, a different classification is adopted. brethren is so great that, resigning to the lat-
Men are here divided into clergy and laity, ter a monopoly of tho kingdom of sorrows, or
shepherds aud sheep, or bipeds aud quadru- of heaven, they have sealed their own im-
peds respectively. The former as representa- mortal doom by doing so? And tho wise man
tives of wolves carnivorous, feed upon mut- answering, saith: “By their works ye shall
ton; the latter as four-footed brutes, withouta know them. Weeping anil wailing aud
soul, regale themselves with grass. These gnashing of teeth is deservedly the fate of
shepherd kings, children of the sky, arc the these reverend deceivers, for their day of
illuminated or initiated, the infallible guides grace is past, their hour of reckoning lias ar-
to the bowers of bliss upon the ofher side of rived at last
Jordan; the forlorn sheep, as the uninitiated or Philadelphia, Pa.
profane, constituting the earthy or unthinking
portions of humanity, being destined as an in-
ferior race to become the meek and lowly bur-
den-bearers of their heartless benefactors.

James Corkerv.

Angelic Impulses Bubbling.
To the Editor:—As set forth by the New

S . York Times, there are still angelic impulses on
o0 much as an introductory prelude to the . -
play. this earth (_)f ours, and j[hey are maplfested
There is, in addition to these stereotyped or most beautifully. The willful generosity of a
east-iron types of manhood and of beastinlity, pretty and richly-clad child, the timid joyful
separated by a gulf impassable, another cross ness of a pretty child in rags, and the gentle
division for the mutual edification of both, kindness of the richly-clad child's mother fur-
ethically characterized os the spiritually nished a touching incident on Fifth avenue
minded and the carnal. There axe the peace- near Fifty-seventh street one afternoon lately.
able and ill-disposed, as persecuted and perse- Both children were girls. The ragged little
cutor correlated, contra-distinguished in the girl went into ccstacies at the sight of u costly
gos|>cls as the sheep and the goats of the day doll whichthe otherchild wus carrying. “Oh,
of judgment. Luznrus was tho typical mamma, sec Unit bootiful dolly! that bootiful
representative, the sorrowful figure-head of bootiiul, dolly!" slio cried, tugging at tho
the former, because, as a beggar, poor and skirts of the haggard and thinly-clad woman at
penniless, covered with rags, caressed by dogs her side.
and lying in squalor at the rich man's gate The pretty child of fortune heard the eager
he went to heaven when he died. Dives, who cry of delight, and instantly her little heart
bclongiil to tho other extreme, “chid in pur- swelled with generosity. “ Here, little girl,’
ple und fine linen, and fnring sumptuously she said, “you may have this dolly; I have got
every day,” was the impersonation of the another one at home." And sho pressed tho
reprobate, condemned in fires unquench beautiful toy into the arms of the poverty
able eternally to burn. And it came to pass mite. The poor woman uttered a feeble pro-
that lie (the rich man) lifted up his eyes in test, aud the rich mamma was about to inter-
torments from the place beneath, imploring fere to recover the doll when tho little aristo-
Lazatus to dip the tip of bis finger in water cratexclaimed: “Now, mamma, you give the
und cool bis tongue, for lie was tormented in little girl's mamma something, nnd then we
the fiamc. This tlic regenerated beggar re will each have done a good deed.”
fused to do, and so in fiery whirlwinds of  The eyes of the rieh woman and the eyes of
wrath the wretched Dives still bemoans bis the poor woman met, aud the rich womnn'i
fate, roasting till the comminution of the world sympathies were touched. In another instant
as an entertaining spectacle of bliss without a compact green roll was thrust into the poor
alloy for angels leaning over the battlements' woman’s hand, with the gentle request,
of paradise. “Please accept this for the children's sake.’
Christ, 1 need scared)’ say, was numbered Thus did angelic impulses bubble, aud a care
with the transgressors, though belonging to worn heart was made glad. Verily, is not
the highly favored class of which holy Lu/.arus each one a part ofthe U niversal Heart.

Genuine Spirit Manifestations.

To the Editor:—I| have always been in
favor of man being a finger-jKist, if necessary,
to liis fellow. W ith tho above object in view,
and an excuse to you for taking up your valu-
able time, | wish to relate a few incidents con-
nected with an honest attempt at investiga-
tion of our grand belief, incidents that | am
certain will be of assistance to mnny a man
wading through doulit, fraud and error. |
put it stronlyg, for | have found it hard work
to grnsp the genuine.

Some yearB ago a friend of mine dying, ns 1
called it then, left mo in a frame of mind cal-
culated to produce despair. At the time 1 knew
nothing of “spirit return,” Of course | had
heard of Spiritualism, hut, like many others,
looked on its believers as cranks. 1Imd lost,
or rather had boon separated, from a friend
who was true to me, so true that when in the
Spirit-world I was remembered. Tho weeks
passed on; iny grief Imd not boon lessened by
time when phenomena most curious was
noticed around the old house.

After jeering nt those believing iu tho phe-
nomena as spirit return of my sup|H)setl lost
friend, lquietly became nu earnest investiga
tor. | lost soon after a second, and then a
third friend. The phenomena became stronger.
I was surrounded by strong prejudice. | was,
like others, disheartened at times. A strong
influence bid me go on. My father met death
alone at midnight by drowning. At his death
my sister wrote me from a distant city of the
heavy knocks iu her room on u certain night
| sat down after reading her letter and began
an answer to it. | asked her to describe the
knocks as heard by her. Just as 1 got to that
part of my letter, as if to verify her state-
ment, loud and strong came the same number
of knocks on my room doors, precisely as de-
scribed by her. Startled, 1 asked who was
present | received no answer. My brother
lived in another part of this city (Washing
ton, D. C.I. lie, although entirely ignorant of
spiritual phenomena of any kind, said that on
awakeniug at night he repeatedly saw our
father, as in life, sitting iu an arm-chair be-
side his bed. My brother’s wife, a strong
Romanist, told my brother that as father was
in life a strong Catholic, he wanted the “pray
era of the church.” Wailliam did his own
praying, and for a time was given relief. Soon
the phenomena became stronger and more
varied. I, by this time, bad learned a little
of spiritual truth. In my ignorant way | at-
tempted an explanation, for which | was heart
ily laughed at. | hired no more mediums. In
my own house, the sacred spot of all to a true
man, | recommenced my investigations, de
termined, if possible, to gain the truth,
had been a victim to fraud, my very soul
wrung by dishonest mediums. Still a voice
seemed to say: “My boy, goon. Give itan
honest trial in your home.”

A young girl (a Catholic) employed by me
gave me the startling assertion that one morn
ing at breakfast she had seen a spirit in the
kitchen in broad daylight, just as she was pre
paring breakfast She described the clothing
of the man accurately. It answered to that
worn by my father, and in which he bad his pic
ture taken sometime previous. After some
startliug statements she gave a complete de
scription of my father's death, and after relat-
ing the manner in which ho died, he asked me
this question: “Will you do me a favor
John, if I ask it?” Of course my promise
was instantly given, when he said: “John,
want you to have prayers said for me. Lizzie
will tell you how to go about it.”

My wife and | being Presbyterians, looked
at Lizzie (our Catholic servant). She was
white as a sheet as she said: “Ho wants the
prayers of the church.”

After a few days had passed | visited my
brother William. | began beating about the
bush when, as if his mind was full of it, Will
iaui said: "Jack, Thave a queer thing to re-
late," bursting out with a soli. “Father,
something else, has been in this liouso for
three weeks or more. You are aware, .rack
that this house is new. | am its first occti
pant; no person has ever died in it, yet a slior
time ago father's trunk—you know how lieav;
it is?7—for no apparent cause, left its position
in the back room upstairs, and began a series
of movements, traveling over the room and
leaving in its trail the heavy marks iu the
hard, yellow pine lloor, of its castors.”

My brother’s family consists of himself and
wife and one servant. They were all on the
lower lloor of the house having lunch, a neigh-
bor named Prather being present nt the time.
My brother, nil old “prairie man,” and game
as a lion, dashed upstairs to see what caused
the noise, but came back terrified nt tho sight
of nn empty room, and the marks of the mov-
ing trunk on the floor.

Their servant complained of her room being
entered by some invisible presence at night,
waking her up from sleep, nothing being
seen but the door-knob turning, and no hand
turning it.

After consulting togother a short time, my
brother and 1decided to do as requested by
my father; for such he was wo decided from
the phenomena.

And now 1 want to say to investigators:
Your friends retain their personal peculiarities
nnd belief for a long time after passing over.
It is n fact that a man tries to live out Ihb be-
lief, he it what it may, tho same in the Spirit-
world as in this world; and bo his belief what
it may, he, if strongly orthodox or otherwise,
will attempt to live up to his opinions ns in
this world.

This may aid some persons who, like myself,
have been puzzled at the ditrerenee of opinions
of the Spirit-world.

Washington, 1). C. John Kinnev.

Col. Hubert G. Ingcrsoll tells a Washington
reporter that he has not read a newspaper
for three months. The literature which bus
occupied liis exclusive attention all this time
relates to ancient myths.

Baron llisreh has decided to devote the
whole of his turf earnings lost season to the
London hospitals.

THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER.

Uncle Elisha’'s Opinion on Statues. me he had left me some money, hut that the
writer (his brother) was too ill anil upset to

AS DELIVERED AT TI1E CORNER I1ROCERV STORE,

give particulars, or tell me of any messages he
had sent me, only that his brother “ had died

REM-ECTINO A RECENT ARTISTIC PROJECT IN mUrmUring my name.”

WABSIIINOTON, D. C.

I heorn ’em tell awhile ago
That folks wus goln' to treat us
To Calvin’s statu’, who, ye know,
Burnt that good man, Bervatus.
Now stutu's Is expensive quite,
And ortcr boavailin'— )
Our kentrv owns a monstrous sight,
In facttheir much prevailin'.

J. Calvin burnta Christian man,
His follerors hu_nghtho (junkers;

They drowned witches—pretty plun!—
Ami was the "blue-law" makers.

An' Calvin burnt his victim slow,
Kuso ho believed In lorter;

Usin' gnreen_wood ho thought, ye know,
For heretics he'd ortcr.

"Twould onIJy bo a primon then
To what Jehovah'et gl’n 'em

As unropontln’ sinners, when
Old Lucifer would win’em.

C. lies sent too many sods
(Leastwise this 'ore’s my notion),
'o unbelief's dark, Ie% polos,

Or sunk 'em In doubt's ocean.

halnt no quurcllin'u to fight _

’Bout Calvin's doctrines outlier,
With them as thinks 'em good an' right,

Better than ary other.

But jlst fur me, | takes no stock
In"scch sort o' religion:

For bread I'd sooner eat a rock,
Or buzzard fur a pigeon,

Than try to gnaw his hard old bones,
An’ tho decrees to swallor;

'"Totul doprevlty” alone's
Enuff to rnuko one holler.

Ef folks his statu’ever make,
They'd ought to bo another
Of Saint Sorvotus at tho stake,
John Calvin’s Christian brother,
An' he a boldin' of a torch
Towurds the wood-pile burning.
To light tho green boughs heaped to scorch
W ith longist kind av burnin’.

Wall, I'll allow he's did some good
Aginst them popish creeturs,

A massacreein’all they could
That wouldn't sing their meters.

Protestants had a ferful day,
'‘Cause Rome, her scarlet woman

Sot up to rack, an' maul, an’slay,
An’treat folks jest inhuman. ’

But Calvin know'd sech things wa'nt right
Fur any human bein'

An' orterst to hed ary spite
'Ginst them ez wa’nt a seein’

That three makes one, and one makes three,
In man’s or God's own measure,

If good Servetus couldn't be
Convinced at J. C.’s pleasure.

What! Lawyer Grubb says they won't raise
Th's monooment to glory—

The siatu’in John Calvin's praise,
As told in pious story?

Grubb orter to know, and that I'll bet on,
About this whole creation,

Seein’ he’s been to Washington,
A savin’uv the nation.

No statu' to perpetooate
Old iron-creed or measure
I'd hov in mine, at any rate,
Ef 'tis for some folks’ pleasure.
But I'd hcv housen fur the pore,
The widders an' the orphlins:
‘Twould help this good Lord’s kentry more,
And keep some mouths from scofiins.

Better hev marbles sot up first,
Ez public founts fur drinkin':

Where men an’beasts ken quench their thirst.
Than statu's, to my thinkin'.

Uncle “Lishe" did not, we fear, understand
that the project of raising “the statu” was
abandoned for good reasons; this being the
nineteenth century instead of the days of “J.
C." Upon speaking to him about it, he re-
marked: “Yis, 1 know; but reckon this ain't
scch a grot ways outen the idee folkses hev
'‘bout that air transaction.” So we promised
the old tuau to send it to the editor, much to
his delight. McB.

Slico, Texas.

A Telepathic Message.

A 1ady's ACCOUNT np A CURIOUS VISITATION

WHICH SHE EXPERIENCED.

Dr. Courtney in The National
On tho night of March 13, 1879, | was going
to a dinner party at Admiral —'s. While
Iressing for the same, through the doorway of
my room, which led into my husband's dress-
ing room, 1distinctly saw a while hand move
to anil fro twice. | went into the room and
found thnt no one was there or hail been there,
as tho door was closed; and on inquiring |
found nootio had been up stairs. While dress-
ing nothing further occurred, but on arriving
at Admiral — s a strange feeling of sadness
came over uie,

1could eat no dinner, nor afterwards, when
wo bad some music, could 1 sing well. All
the lime 1 felt some one or something was near
me. Wo went home, and about 11o°clock, or
perhaps, 1130, I commenced undressing. |
distinctly felt some one touching my hair, as if
they, or lie or sho, was undoing it. | was
very frightened, and told my husband so. He
laughed at me. When saying my prayers, on
praying, as | always did, for tho recovery of
a sick friend, instead of, as usual, asking God
to muko him well, all | could say was, “ O,
God, put him out of his misery.” 1 got into
bed, and something lay beside me.

I told my husband, who, though ho laughed
at mo, pitied my ntrvousnoss, nnd took me
into his arms, but still, whatever was there re-
mained by me, and a voice—tlio voice of my

Review.

friend—distinctly said, “ Good-bye, Sis”
(which ho used to coll me). Whether | full
asleep then or not | don't know, but | dis-

tinctly felt a kiss on my elicck, nnd | saw my
friend, who told mo “ ho had left me some
money, but that lie wonted it to be left differ-
ently, but had no time to alter it.” A livid
line wus across his faco. | awoke crying.
Five days after a letter was brought to mo,
with a deep hhic”'. border. | felt what it

meant. It war liirull me of the death of my
friend, ------- Iv| ( md passed away nt 10:30
i\ M., Mure’ IWI> letter proceeded to tell

HE IS MUCH SURPRISED.

He Took a Walk Around One
Morning.

AND THE RESULT WAS SATISFACTORY.

To the Editor:—| am much surprised
that tlio strong appeals you have made in tho
columns of Tiif, I'rooressive Thinker fOr
the aid of indigent mediums have not been
more liberally responded to. It cannot he
for want of sympathy; it ennnot be that
there is not a drop of the milk of human
kindness (lowing through their veins, surely
all Spiritualists recognize tho great principle
of tho universal brotherhood of man; why,
then, do they not respond more liberally to
alleviate the sufferings of the instruments
of the Spirit-world, through which they obtain
the only real knowledge they have of a life
beyond. | attribute it to two causes. First,

sort of upathy, or indifference or careless-
ness. that exists among them, and, secondly,
to the difficulty of sending silvercoin through
the mail. No one likes to send n ten cent
piece or a “quarter” in a letter. To over-
come this, if some one in each place would
take it upon themselves to go about and make
Recollection, nnd send it in bills or |>ostal or-
der, they would find a ready response. We
have but few Spiritualists here, hut two week9
ago | took a walk around one morning and
each one that | met | asked for a quarter to
send to Margaret Fox-Kane. Not one re-
fused; and the most of them expressed their
gratification at being able to contribute
through this means. In about two hours |
collected seven quarters and adding my own |
at once mailed the two dollars. Last week
| learned that Mrs. Nettie Colburn Maynard
hail been paralyzed and had not moved
hand or foot for three years, and that her
book “Was Abraham Lincoln a Spiritualist,”
could be hail of the publisher—ten copies for

ten dollars. | at once went to work, got up a
club of ten in one day, and forwarded the
money. Four of the club were not Spiritual-
ists. | have stated the above simply as an
example of what can be done by a little
energy. Go thou and do likewise.

w. J.

Innis.

The OIld Deuvil.

IBS VERY EXISTENCE 18 DENIED,

Alas! alas! I the Devil must go! It appears
from current literature that a new book on the
Devil has just been published in Germany by a
learned Protestant theologian. George Langin,
under the title, “Biblical Teachings as to the
Devil." The author examines all those pass-
ages of the Hebrew Bible and the Christian
New Testament in which reference j9 made, or
has been thought to be made, to the existence
and action of the Devil, or of an infernal spirit
of evil. He strives to trace the genesis anil
history of the belief in such a spirit, and to de-
termine whether the liclief in Ids personal ex-
istence forms a necessary part of the Christian
faith. He makes a critical study of all scrip-
tural allusions to the Devil, studying them
seriatim, placing them as far as possible in
chronological order, aud taking account of the
influences that acted upon Jewish thought at
the period of their composition. Special at-
tention is devoted to those gospel uarratives
in which Satan and the ‘possessed’ arc spoken
of. He attempts to show that many of the
scriptural passages which are quoted as proof
of the existence of the Devil give no support to
common notion of such a being. He argues
that tho conception of such au evil spirit as we
desiguate by the term Devil was uot original
to the Jewish faith, aud he traces its introduc-
tion to the Persian.

“The outcome of Dr. Langin’s historical
aud exegctical study of his subject is that
there is nothing in scripture that really justi-
fies the prominence given iu religion to a per-
sonal Devil; that this Devil is, iu short, au
alien to the primitive faith of both Jews and
Christians, and that ho owes position to
an early confusion of thought, to misreadings
of scriptural passages, and to a wrongful in-
terpretation of some of the words of the
gospel, ”

1-iTTHK Puooukssivk Thinkeb combines
cheapness and excellence. The ablest
writers send it their best thoughts, because in
so doing they reach tho largest number of
readers, nnd do a correspondingly greater
amount of good than they would if they sent
them to a paper with a smaller circulation.
luterest your neighbors ami friends in the
paper and induce them to subscribe. It is
sent thirteen weeks for 25 cents.

“ Spiritual Songs,” by Mattie E. Hull;
thirty-one in number; most admirably adapted
for meetings and circles. Printed in pamph-
let form, 32 mo. Price 10 cents each. For
sale at this utllee.

“Mind Reading and Beyond," a scholarly
statement of the whole subject, with instruc-
tions plainly given how to train one’s self in
mind reading. By \V. A. Hovey. Price
$1.25. R, sale at this office.

“ Immortality," A Poem, in five cantos. “If
a’man ilio, shall he live?” is fully answered.

By W. S. Barlow, author of Voices Price
60 cents. For atle at this office.

Senator Brice had the President aud 400
other guests the other night at a musicale that
is said to have cost him $12,000. This used
up all of his Senatorial salary for about two
mid a half years.
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THE PKOGRESSIYE THINKER. dissensions. Tito Jewish legend The Adherents of Saloons and
. . called the Bible, ho classed with the Brothels at Work.

PuMUhcd every &*tunll«r »( No. 40 Looml* Struct.  Greek myths, and he laughed at mira- ~ Once more th@ chureb, not tho Rom-
J. R. Frtnds, Editor nml Publisher. Cles. Such a man was In advance of his ish church, but its unruly and rebellious
ago, and of course he was killed. No daughter, the orthodoxX church, is at-
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No. 40 Loom!* BU Chicago, 1IL which onabled him to demonstrate tho Fair by Congress, unless it shall bo
CLUBS! IMPORTANT SUGGESTION! truths of modern astronomy. This was trammoled with the conditions of Sun-

A*there are thonaand*_who will at fir_venture {00 MUCh. ~ An instrument that demon day closingand prohibition. The roso
?ﬁi'ryte%m?éﬂxcﬁgr%oﬁ?.{ Iﬁg@‘g_?i??oﬁhﬁzz'mo?%é‘WQ stratod tho falsity of tho Mosaic account |utlons are craflily worded and coupled.
& »ample cony, 1o eollclt teverai otherto nite with of oreation, and overthrew the olalms The real fight is on Sunday closing. Tho

Sthan the latter »um. A large number o fitie Unit thu Bible was Inspired of God, was prohibition matter Is only n_blind
Ao i Pake 2 largo am wotal. and thut extend - more than could bo tolorated. Tho en  Evoryono knows that tho rumBoiler and
gCAtion will apﬁ!)e/rwtaoilati:gvlv:t%fereolz)edwvegrﬁf@(lgﬁ‘llﬁl tire teachings of Christianity were in thechurcharo lighting this buttle
experience no difficultywha*terergln Inducin danger, hence the punishment of the “pards.” If they win it, then tho saloon
al*M to mbterihe for Tn* Pboommiv discoverer of such facts. men take their onunco (and it Isa mlghty

These and kindred outrages-should be ggg?e %?arl])ce%)efi?f C{ﬁgbéﬂgrc%hopeggpes
f”ﬁn'She.d to_every t;TI]m(;' asdshow;]ng tempted of this Illustrious und omnipo-
what priests are capable of, and to what tent devil, will surely be Whllpsawed, no

Entered at Chicago Portoffice a« 9<Mom* matte*
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Club* of ten (4 copy to the one getting up

K the clubf - - e Te s .
Thirteen week« - - - -
Single copy

Take Notice.

t r At MPtruton of «utucrlplli®. tf not micwnt.
tie | p.ru diljeontinusé(. No%ut. wiIbotent orCi
* Dumt
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n out the valua-
ble Information Imparted therela each «reek, and at
Ib* price of only about two cent* per week.
extreme measures they will resort to matter which way the struggle ends; but
maintain their .ystem built on fraud.  they have a boomerang In “fheir hands,
The conclusion of the whole matter-is, and” it will not bo from lack of desire if

by knowing the outrages of the past we they beat out the brains of their oppo

Whbeneeer yoo detre tbe eddreM of yonr peper ts. -
ibanred, e|wey,|y¥re the eddred oftberﬁl.e)é W0 hekes learn to shun the dangers of the future "™\ 4 subtility learned ol those mas-
K Ti thert .enu Or tbe ebattpo cannot bo mate. hence we beg to differ from the ex ters Idthe art, the Jesuits, tho dlroo

pressed views of our worthy correspond tions of the secrot circular thus sent out
are minute and potent for_flrlng the

fﬁcg[atrrl]an heart. t_Thert1 klt is ortﬁared
at the congregation take an “enthusi-

Dr. Henry Slatle Under a Cloud agfic rising voto." Very few devotees
At the present time this medium is of tho churches would dare to sit while

He has their neighbors stood, for fear of social
ostracism, that sirocco that so often

A Bountiful Harvest for 25 Cents.

_1to yon went e more bonottful h»rve»t thut we cefi
pive you for25cent.. Just pen,e end tbintt for e mo-
ment wbet en Intellectuel feestth.t sm.il Investment
will furnish Y_ou._ The subscription price of Tuts I*mo
onestivi T1issi» tblrtven weeks Is only twcfily-fiie
cents! For tbet .mount you obteln one "hundred end

four pepe, of Wild. sub.tentub_n>nl-elevstin* end under a cloud at Duluth, Minn.
mind-refresfittii rcadlnp metier, oiulveleat to e medi- N .
nm-sUed book! been under one so often during his event- blasts in"a community_all brosoects. of

ful life that the probability is thattoa guen hare living. It is thepn top bo in-
certain extent he enjoys their influence. ferred, but not directly stated in the di-
Eminent asa slate-writer, gifted inall rections, that all present, whether
respects as a medium, and known in standing or sitting, are to be numbered
Europe as well as in this country, it @ demanding Sunday closing, the real

; : i issue. They will not sleep day nor
will remain a puzzle to the unreflective night, if thereby they may work this
mind why he so conducts himself as to ynjon’of church, saloon men and State.

bring reproach upon Spiritualism. To What are the friends of Sunday opening
those who take a comprehensive view of doing? Behold! the enemy sows tares
cause and effect, who study human While we sleep.

nature from a pre-natal as well g;

psychical standpoint, and who are capa The Heathen Chinee Discoursotli.
ble of discerning those molecular vibra-  \yong Chin Foo, Heathen, says he

tions which make each human being s horn and reared among heathen.
what he s, the case of Dr. Slade ceases g pas lived many years among Chris-
to be an enigma, and he becomes at (ians and has learned their ways of life
once an unsealed book. He possesses teach other. Replying to Rev. Dr.
fine psychical powers: he isa most ex- peters, who inquires:” "W hat have the
cellent agent for the spirits to USe, heathen and infidel done for the world?"
and at the same lime possesses a nature pe giscourses at considerable length.
that will at times assert its supremacy e have room for only brief extracts:

and bring him into trouble and dis- |y most large cities in China, where
grace, and which makes him a complex the Christian missionaries have not yet
ubject for consideration. It would not visited or made their homes, benevolent
be humane to kick Dr. Slade for these families have large tanks of hot tea
aberrations. If he acts badly, as the re- Placed daily upon the sidewalks for the

port that comes well authenticated from g?r?gr rerh'?arSe %[Jesin?egs gﬁggﬁéd n(t)or é}[ﬂg

Duluth says he does, that has nothing thing, as in Christian institutions, as |

whatever to do with that part of his na- have seen it done upon the Bowery in

The Past a Guide to the Future. ture that the spirits can utilize to give New York. During the winter months

Liberal minds, though thoroughly cul- Messages to expectantmortals. He may Sécﬁgﬁaﬁgid k\](uur:]dgr%hsos\t gﬁg E%m;laléats a'”
tivated, do not always do full justice to g€t drunk, and In sodoing disgrace him- ' '

. - ovs T the large cities of heathenish persua-
the importance of past history. Before Self, but if the psychic force is within s S 9
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A SPIRITUALIST?-

ONE OP THE MOST REMARKABLE BOOKS
OF MODERN TIMES. BY MRS. N. C.
MAYNARD. EVERY SPIRITUALIST IN
AMERICA SHOULD READ IT.

T, | | : sion would dole out bran new suits of
usisa letter from an esteemed corre- him,itcan be utilized wholly independent %Narm é:lo_thir][g ?Amost gs free;y asdtheirr]
i i . - tea and rice t0 the nee ool’, and suc
qundent wherein occurs this sentence: ?]festlii):]n;[ﬁgg\?vrﬁﬁ habits, and has no con was their confidence |)r/1ptheir fellow-
«Living facts are more profitable to | . men whosoever applied would get them.”
the progressive mind than dead ab- \Vhen traveling on a train of cars the mAgain: :
surdities.” engineer may use disgustingly profane ~.Njinety per cent of the rich families
We own frankly to the value'of trans- language, he may be the unfortunate of China -even those who are only liv-
piring events. The secular press de- possessor of a loathsome disease, and be ing from hand to mouth--are miniature
votes its almost entire space to such foul throughout, but if competent as an benevolent institutions. A Chinaman
matters, and yet but a fraction of the nglneer—if he is watchful as to the does not have to steal because he is hun-
hole i ive condition of bis engine, ever on the alert 97Y. Ali he has to do isto go to the
wnole IS told. The Progressive ! ' nearest family and ask for food. He is
Thinker, should it attempt to expose to convey his passengers safely to the never sent away with the weli-known
the wrongs of churchmen, even in the end of their journey, no questions are Christian command: 'Go to 'l Kou lazy
city of Chicago, which comes under the asked. On that train may be men, fellow, why don't you go to work?’”
every-day observation of the editor, women and children of immaculate Wong Chin Foo _does not rest his
wouid have neither 'lime nor space in purity: and yet for a time their very case with 6imply telling how things are
its columns for anything else. A few lives were in the hands ol an engineer in China. Another extract:
months ago we undertook to expose the foul and disgusting in his habits. The ~ But what have the heathen done
wickedness of the clergy. With the pirit-world seeks a psychic to convey withoutthe aid of Christianity? Let us
first Issue it was seen an Impossible task message to their earthly friends; if see briefly. The heathens without
was undertaken. Cases well authenti- competent lo do that, they do not stop to Christianity—even while the Chris-
cated transpired so rapidly that our en- examine his moral status any more than tians were torturing each other by all
tire columns would have proved too lim- you would proceed to investigate the the ingenuity of their known science,
ited to do hall justice to the subject- We character of the engineer who is to con- tearing mens tongues out of their liv-
concluded to let the daily press monopo- vey your wife or daughter to a remote ing mouths and putting _Innocent women
lize this class of literature, from which point, and letters to distant friends. info heated Iron-forms fitted with spikes
the general reader would toon learn ~We are not, therefore, in the least because they dared say the Christians
: b : .. were wrong--the heathens were print-
that professions of superior goodness dismayed when we hear of Dr. Blade’s ing books fo teach that glorious doc-
were very liable toend in flagrant Im shortcomings. In that respect he isto trine which the Christians were wise
morality. be pitied, and not persecuted or violently enough to borrow: 'Whatsoever ye
The past is ours from whose teachings condemned.

would that others should do to you, do
we judge of the futore. Shepherds What Is the duty of Spiritualists in )t’gbl arﬁt)ﬂ}g U\}gmj' mg)’ér\’t"'tgl()lltricnqir:ftv
watching their flocks by night learned such case*/ Toignore him? Tosocially \z/i iefiami pr g
< . h . Without Christianity the Chinaman
of the movements of the starry heavens ostracize him? To point the finger of taught the world how to make glass;
above them. The priests of Assyria and scorn at him? To not receive a com- without the knowledge of the Bible
of Egypt, from their observations on munication through him? Our first they brought gunpowder Into the world
mountains and pyramids, made amap of duty Is to pity ,hlm, and then throw ﬁ%aﬁgﬂgt'\?ﬂfh CIOmUIdunIi(tnOWT?\%W Ct%#]l;_
the cerulian vault, and arranged stars in around him such Influences as will : punity. bt
- h . men did not know that "tho Christians
clusters, to which they gave names. eventually reclaim him. Solongasour were going to uso It forso cruol a nur-
The movements of some of these stars spirit friends are willing to use the ligse, or they would not have invented It,
showed that they were wanderers, and psychic force within him to transmit a Probably. Without this great religion
these became known as lesser gods. The message, no puny mortal should object. tho Cf:h|mamﬁ5] thOUQh]E nto ]:fhlS un-
facts thus gained and stored, preserved That jMychic force Is all right; if not, It %rate ul world tho art of manufacturing
: P o e finest dressmaking materials on
to modern timos, in the hands of Coper could not be utilized. _Whlle_ it IS aarth -silks and satins ‘which no Chris-
nlcus, Newton, Herschcll, etc., gave us feared Dr. Slade's aberrations will con- tjan would be ashamed to wuar. Pala-
our present knowledge of astronomy. tinue In the future as in the past, it Is tial buildings of pure porcelain were
The persecutions of the church, when the duty of Spiritualists to throw around g#lglltI!ﬂe%vh::g?/evsvginth%?rnﬁgms Igrrll%le}[rﬁ%
clothed with unlimited power, tell us every safeguard possible, that he may be 9 p
Very vivicl wha will b ogain 1 a o finaly redeemecl s ol tho wild boat (o halkrosses,
voraMe opportunity occurs. schools ol moral philosophy in tne towns
Vanlni, the learned philosopher,whose Take Note. ?\lIChva tkhzg_tthowl arethrumthsatlooTnﬁ In
enius taught him to discard a God i i ew York City. More than that:. Inese
g hioned |g the i f laced There arc two in this State by tho 5heyjevurs ol the Chrlslinn religion al-
ashionead In the image of a man, placed name oi Brooks. One resides at Bloom fow no man to hold a [*mlllon of trust
on an ivory throne above the clouds—for |ngton, and Isa particular friend of Col unless be is a college graduate; and he
declaring "ail is God,” was branded an john C. Bundy, and hli kindly crlll cannot graduate unless lie Is a strictly
atheist and condemned to have his csyscan be read occasionally In Tiik Moral man. The Inailtutlons of learn-
tongue cutout, to be strangled, and hi* p,ogressive Tinnkkr. The other is
body burned to ashes. This sentence Geo. H. Brooks, who resides at H

inq among the heathens aru the paolitical
r’p]l Is. In Loot, the Cl?wk'e thde pla%:e of
wes carried out on the llth ol February Liberty 8t., Elgin, Ill., and who IsHtalo f,\,ﬁichr_'ér;:dio astesofor poﬂﬁt&ﬂ ﬁ{)?]brsrom
Hill", only ZMH years ago, Missionary, and lectures In the eau«o of America are generally selected, Instead
Hixty-slx years earlier, lowit: October Spiritualism. of colleges as In heathen countries."
27, 1fill, Michael Borvctus whs burned w . .
at the stake, his offense: denying that The Unseen Universi- Dr. Hidden at lake Pleasant.
Jtsu* was the eternal Hon of God,though ~ We have previously alluded to Ihl Dr. Charles W. Hidden, ol Newbury-
conceding he wo« the Hon of the eternal new venture by Mrs. Emma Bartlinge port, Mass., will open the lecture season
God. Britten. Those who have read lier nu at Luke Pletutint, July 21, when Ids
And Bruno Brown I( translated Irt< mérous contributions in TUB P hoOHKsk  subject will he the " Psalm ol Idle."
English seven years imprisoned, ox ive Thinker can realize that she It Dr. Hidden's lectures, which have ap-
communicated, burned at the stake on Vvery e|f|/(;ltl Ifatly. The first number of peared INTint Pkogrkssive Thinker
Pu lus//a finuis contains 18 pagas i i i ide-
the I7th_o_f_February, I, by order of Terms to Amt-rlian subscribers, e from dtlrlnet 0 ttlme’dhii-ve ?X(:tltteﬁ tV¥r|1de
the Inquisition. Ho had adopted and ggar: sinale rZh.m ot f0 (LUU_ g coread ierest, anc un  fact thatihey
; ﬁﬁﬁquﬂ\'}]fjrg .0 were copied In European papers shows

taught the Gofernlean system of astron- \4 L, c
omy: had charged the clergy with iielng Qem Humphry lin ci, y ji» Vo fffold hat t ad unusual merit. We bo-
y J nd 9 P Rorlang. ¥ s 17 orowns ?ﬁyuﬁ Doctor a warm reception-

avaricious, dissolute, and ~breeders of Mancheste :0ld.—Pirn

»2 pc

Mope Tor the World.

It Is gratifying to all broad, liberal-
minded people to know that tho spiritual
philosophy is leading the churches, and
soon the eternal truths it teaches will be
undisputed. Prof. Swing preached
lately on “ Tho Christian Phllosthy ol
Man." Ho says that philosophy is
simply tho highest, broadest truth which
man can find in any field over which hts
thoughts may pass. Hu does not con-
demn Christianity as a fraud; but con-
demns tho errors which have crept into
it, ono of which is: "Tho thought that
tho blood of lambs, oxen, doves, and
sheep, and aflerwurds of Christ, was
effcctlvo in making a harmony between
our world and the infinite Credtor. Tho

hilosophy of such an idea has novor
een shown."

After dilating on
of animals, etc., ho s

‘It was as though pnintors should
attornipl to Improveé their canvass by
throwing Ink and pitch at tho pictures.
To such adepth old tho old error run
that ut last mothers were found who con-
ciliated tbe Creator. by drowning tliclr
children. Christianity, setting ™ forth
with its conceptign of "a perfect personal
God, Its second idea must bo made to
make the world bear tho Image and
marks of its hlgg .origin.  From Its
morally beautiful "Deity 1t must proceed
toa morally beautiful humanity. Toward
such an end little could bo acComplished
tI)Ey the slautk;ﬂhter_ of dumb animals.

ven if tho Mosaic ogo and tho Greek
and Roman times exfracted some good
from such slain offerings, that minimum
of good would not make the custom
worthy of a place in an ideal religious
system, for in moral science what IS once
good is good forever."

From these extracts it will bo seen
that the great preacher repudiates the
bloody sacrifices and vicarious bloody
atonementas the crude and impracticable
ideas oi primitive man; and looks on the
Christ as the oorrector of these ideas,
and fights against those who would make
them a part of Christ’s gospel. Thus
by taking away the main pillar the
¥vﬂo|e structure of orthodox theology
alls.

thu daily slaughter
ay’s

Tlte Octopus in France.

M. Ricard, Minister of Justice in
France, has sent a letter to the Prefects
throughout France, directing them to
report any disturbances that occur in
tho churches within their respective
jurisdictions, and to forbid the priests
to criticise the laws or acts of the gov
ernment. The present Cabinet evident-
ly does not intend, like its predecessor,
to fall between two stools by trylng to
lease both Church and Radicals: Con-

dent in the Radical ma&quty which
controls the Chamber, M. Ricard allows
no religious scruple to stand in the way
of the enforcement of the position taken
by Premier Loubet—that the clergy
must hold absolutely alof from political
questions and from social questions
which_involves politics. Only a few
days since a priest was expelled from
thé country for criticism of the govern-
ment. All disturbances which now oc
cur in churches seem to be attributed to
overspeaking on the part of the preach-
er. Thus the Octopus is losing Its hold
in France and the other countries of the
world, while in this country its slimy
folds are growing larger and larger.

The Pope anil Superstition.

G_reatfreBarations are making at the
Vatican for Pope Leo's episcopal juoilee
next year. It is believed that presents
to the value of at least $30,000,1)00 will
be received on that occasion.

Yes, of course he will receive at least
$.30,000.000 for presents. The conglom-
erate mass of bigotry, superstition and
ignorance will consider it a sacred duty
to contribute to this fund. The more
enlightened people become, the less will
they contribute to individuals, only as
an act of charity. Having the light,
possessing it in all its details, they will
present the same calmly and despussion-
ately to the world, and if those listening
do not grasp it.It 1s because they are not
sufficiently advanced. The Ignorant
Irish girls, those who are _contlnuaIIY

g at the past for religious knowl-
edge and those who are In tne thraldom
of superstition, it does but little good to

sent the light to them. As hard

cks will be required to liberate them
from the gqulling chains which the
priests_have thrown around them, as
were given to the Southern People to
awaken them to the enormlgl of thoevil
of slave_r?/. But as the dropping of
water will wear away tho hardest gran-
ite, so in the course ol time will tho bar-
riers of ignorance be swept away by the
?llentyet potent Inlluenee of Spiritual
sm.

Serious Questions.

Reader, are you pious? It is certainly
hoped you aro, for wo have u few ques-
tions we would love to have answered
by tho sincerely good. Did you over
linvol by rail In Camilla and reach some
small town about 12 o'clock Saturday
night, then ilud your journey inter-
rupted for twenty-four hours, though
you wore but a few miles from your des-
tination? Were you short of funds, and

:was it a mutter of importance that you

should got through without loss of time?
Was some dear, good friend about taking
thS dc_arlutrc fotr tho gretaht unknown,
struggiling to retain freath un
coulgagroagh him? And so _sltuatgg, ?1?&’
you mentally swear great big oaths? If
S0, there have been others situated just
that way, and they Mould have almost
consented to the building of purgatorial
fires for tho benefit of those who enaoted
laws preventing public travel ut uli
times, for the convenience of tho trav-
eler nml conveyancer.

Too Hail.

Tho hoys were pluming themselves on
tlic rich development* in store for them
on the trial of the Rockford Savior; but
It Is now asserted that a compromise has
boon effected Iretwcen the contending
factions; that the sweet angel of pence

has folded her Wings serenely; or, in
Western parlance, "All Is lovely, and
the goose Viangs high."

Mrs. Carrie Twing lectures at Albany,
N. Y., during May.

MAY 7. 189>9~7

bid you good-by. There is somethin® ~
within me, deep down, that tells roeyou 8

will do as I request, and the 6th day of

June will see i

THE DOWNWARD GRADE.

How OIld Joe Was Landed
at the Last Depot.

One day—many, many yours ago—
when rusticating Intho West, wo were
accosted by a secdy-looking Individual,
an unfortunate mortal, always in trouble
und always seeking assistance. Halting
us us wo wore passing musingly along,
he said: "Mister, sit down on the mossy
embankment, and hear my story. Mis-
ter, I am on the downward grude. As
well stop a ponderous locomotive with
out brakes, or a boulder moving down
the mountain side, as mo on the down
ward grade of life and destiny. Mister,
I'm a first-class, unadulterated wreck: a
living example of bad luck; a chapter to

establish a hapless fate: a lesson in life f

to illustrate the nature of malign law in
the career of Individuals, or to show
that there is a Devil with a cloven foot,
with horns and a tali. | am a living ex
ample of misfortunes. No old bulk of
so ue old proud steamer which had once
plowed the mighty deep, could Do _mure
completely wrecked. Look at my fingers
—nearly out oi {omt with rheumatism!
See my anklet—swollen and painful!
Look at my eyes—they are bleared and.
sore! My limbs are”weak, and «very
step | take brings forth a solemn n oan.
| am homeless, friendless, desolate in
heart, and have not where to lay my
head. | am hungry, too: yes, always
hungry. Some say it is a_tape-worm ’In
the stomach, that’is gnawing my vitals
and, mister, 1 am on the downwar
rade: yes, on the downward grade, and
ongin
‘Death!””

“Well, well, your life is truly pitia-

ble,” | remarked.
“Muister, a cruel, relentless, stubborn
master, with a whip in bis _hand,

downward grade. | can't work much;

the downward grade Is incompatible

with hard work. Oh, wretchedness!
Oh! mlse(?/! Oh!

downward gr
way to get a wholesome meal, and noth
ing but'the clouds oi despair surround
ing me  Mister, | was happy once, hap
py before | got on the downward grade
and_one of the most favored of mortals
I will tell you, mister, how It happened
how the switch was turned, and "I, poo
me, started on this downward career."

_ Stopping a moment as _if contemplat-

ing a momentous question, the tear

to land at the last depot—

seems
to follow me, to drive me faster on the

poor mortal on the
ade, with no depot on the

e dit'."

This welr crl’uaracterthen le't me to
do an odd job over the way, and | hast-
ened to hand over the ‘money to old
Mother Benedict. Under pledge of se-

crecy, we_ told her Uncle Joe's message
and banding _her the money, the old
woman burst into tears. Joe - bad often

lived with her. and always wanted. to
sleep in that attic-room,” overlooking
the grave oi his mother. She called him
Sulnl Joe—he was so full of the milk of
human kindness. He was always curi-
ous, she said; always knew beforehand
some startling everit, and never failed
when predicting the death of any one.

Finally the eventful day came, and at
7 P. M., 0On the Oth day oi” Juno, we re-
paired to old Joe’s ropom. Ho was lyin
on tho bed, cleanly dressed, as If expect-
ing a summons, and looking out of the
window, and gazing wUIlfully at his
mother's grave.

“Mister, | am glad you have come,*
said ho. “The end of the downward
i;radc is almost reached. | was juBt
ooking at my mother's grave. Sec the
(lower-laden vines: just <k at the skies
b_endin% low, as_if to hug the last resting

ace of that saintly woman, and listen-

g to the purling stream and the gentle
music of the breeze among the branches
of the trees. What a beautiful scene be-
ore me. and | to die. What grander
death than mine, of king or queen, or
earthly potentate. Mistér, | am grow-
ing weéaker! | can see the end of the
downward grade, and the )>eautlful plane
that lies beyond. Please hand me that
portrait on'the shelf. That is my an-
gelic mother.” o

Passing it to his lips, he uttered
a _Whlstered fervent ‘prayer; it was
brim full of the milk of human kind-
ness, and be invoked the angels to allow
his mother to meet him at the end of tho
downward grade, and conduet him to
her home in heaven. The whispers, be-
came more and more indistinct until
they ceased altogether, and then his
hands relaxed and his mother's iikenes9
fell on the bed. A smile of ineffable
sweetness and beauty overshadowed his
features. His arm$ were raised as if
embracmg someone, and | heard the
faint words:

“Mother, darling, the end of the down-
ward grade Is reached at last!" )

And then this venerable eccentric
character breathed his last, just as the
hour hand on my watch indicated 7.

Thus it is, some are on the downward
erade constantly. Like an avenging

emesis, bad luck follows them. ou
can find them everywhere. They suc-
ceed in nothing, ana are always in deep
trouble. They are the outgrowth of un-
toward circumstances, and are to be
pitied—not blamed! This world will
never have tbe millennial era ushered in
' until every house becomes an asylum, a
- place of shelter, a home where goodness,
v indness, and love is manifested to those

worthy and who are on the downward

?rade waiting—calmly waiting—to be
anded at the Tast depot—Death.

S

gathered in his eyes, bis features twitch-
ing as if in mortal agony, and his whole
form betokening the ‘convulsions of a

lacerated soul. He resumed:

“Mister,

I had one of the noblest, the gentlest of

mothers. I
radiance of her prayers, it seems strang
that | should be on the downward grade

It was one sultry night in the summer-

time when | returned from a

hell. It was twelve o'clock. As s

at the door, feeling in my pocket for
key, | heard a gentle voice within!
listened. It was my mother praying.
stepPed to a side window with the shade
partY

lcou / 1
that my darling mother was praying
Oh! it was a prayer chockfull
running over wit [ |
in its sweetness, and vibrating with

tenderness that would make an angel
ra
ing for me, that I might be checke% }ln

weep. That mother, mister, u-as
my downward grade, and redeemed!
calmly listened to that prayer for my re
demption, and it seemed to charm me
with its angelic beaut¥,
as

tender pathos. Her t words " were

'Oh, God! should I die, receive him to

Tby bosom for special guidance and pro
tection.” | then heard a dismal sound

like a falling body—a thud upon the v
I hastened in the house, and my has a future before her and will leave

on the i "
ﬁe doe. a bright record.

floor!
mother was lying prostrate u
floor—dead! Heart disease, so t
tor said. Thus, mister, the one true
friend went. The next night, mister,

stood by the side of the coffin. | moist-

ened her cold cheeks with my tears and
kisses. | moaned like a child |
tress over her remains, and then, with
hands uplifted and eyes upturned, |
registered an oath in heaven that |
would never gamble again; nover lie;
never take another drink of anything

intoxicating, and never do an act that
would be condemned by my ungel moth-

er. Stranger, 1killed that mother. My
conduct grieved her!—grieved her
killed her!

in heaven, | retired T
dream | saw atrain oi cars; they were
on the downward grude, and Iho” brakes
they were broken, und .
on!—on! and finally when they did come
to rest, the¥_ all vanished! | “saw these
words and figures: [
Juno, 7P. M. That was my fate, mi
ter. | knew it then: | know “it now, and
it will continue until the grave receives
mu, and mv body moulders to tho dust.
“But, mister,” | have never violated
that oath, one jot or tittle, und in this
T805, the nth dav of June, at 7 P. M, |

shall die—go to heaven to meet my dar- or

ling mother! On that day and on that
hour, mister, the downward grade will
end, and my life will commence in heav-
en. Mister, will you promise to grant
me a favor?"
"Certainly, if I can.”
~ " Here isa little money: | have saved
it for many years. Take It over to old
Mother Benedict within ten days, and
tell her that Uncle Joe will return there
on the nth day of next month, and that
1wish that room in the attic all lo roy-
sel(. | want that room sure, for It over-
looks a purling stream, and large oak
and cotfonwood trees, and the moss-
covered grave of my darling mother. |
want you to coino thi-re and see me die;
to seé the downward-grade man leave
his mortal form. To see one »-ho_never
had a lucky day in his life, anil who
never sincé that oath was given ever
wronged = mortal man. Mister, will
you(erom_lse lo doas 1request?" )
"Certainly; but I don't think you will
die then. Tual wasonly an Idle dream."
"Yea, | shall, for am 1 not on the
downward grade, with no brakes to stop
my wretched career? That tart has
roved true. When 1work—ana | never
egged, !l is with mortal agony! oh!
such pain—such racking pain! ~ Now 1

drawn, and there, on her knees,
d see by the light of the full moon

of love:
deep pathos; musical

simplicity and

in dis-

on thoy went—

18115, tho nth duy of
S-

Under her guidance and the

e A I’rotest.

A correspondent in the JMtibi Xc>«, of
this city, protests against a compromise
with the Sunday closing men of the
a World's Fair, wherein it has been pro-
I posed to close the gates in the forenoon
I and open them In the afternoon. The
S proposed Sunday opening, he says, is In
the interest of the laboring man. The
admission fee will be the -am- for half a
. day as for all day. Workmen will pre-
fer"to go to the Fair in the morning, to
get all they can for their money.

Another  correspondent makes the
point that the preachers have to work
on Sunday, and cannot_attend the Fair
on that day. hence_their unwillingness
that others’shall enjoy such a pleasure.

1

No Better Representative.

) Prof. J. R. Buchanan, writing from
Kansas City, and speaking of Mrs. Maud
Lord-Drake, says: "l think the Spirit-
world has no better representative. She

| A Little Light 1'roni a Catholic.

To THE Editor:— send you here-
with an interesting communication on
the parochial school question, written
by Col. John Atkinson, a prominent
lawyer of Detroit, Mich., and a Catholic.

| remember that some years ago, |
think it was during Gen. Grant's first
presidential term, while connected with
a paper in Port Huron, Mich,, there

1—— was published In it a long essay by “ Col.
After registering this vow John”—as he was familiarly called In
0 rest, and in a Port Huron, where he then resided—in

which he argued the Catholic side of the
school question. He seems to have
changed his mind to some extent since
that lime. . . . .

It is especially interesting as coming
from a Catholic, und as indicating the
divergence of vlems on the important
ubject in the Catholic Church itself.

While | am glad to see my oldtime
Catholic friend arguing now so liberally
and bravely for the American idea of
publjc schools and_against the churchl
omish tdea 8] uawchiul schools—
must yet, thoui h sadly, declare my con-
victiod that the priestly element will
dominate and prevail. “Jesuitism rules
the Catholic Church, and Jesuitism is
naturally antagonistic to any school
system that is not controlled by and for
the church. The contr_ollln(]] powers of
the Catholic Church will only sanction
the schools in which Catholic teachers
shall Ictirfi cAihlrtn to In Catholics. Noth-
ing short of this will or can satisfy tho
Romish_hierarchy. i

It will bo seen that Col. Atkinson
buses his reasoning mainly on tho
worldly udvantuges  derived from a
"public sohool"” education, und tho
worldly disadvantages resulting from
“ parochial” instruction, it isu worldly
argument, ami will, of course, be met by
asse_rtm? the greater importance of tho
spiritual welfare—the salvation of the
souls—of men; and this Idea, pushed by
the _ father," the priests,...hl4 .etc.,
receiving their propelling inspiration
from the headquarters in Romo, will
prove too strong' to resist.

There are many claims made for tho
Catholic Church, in the article, to whi. n
we would demur—but we |mbts them lo
silence for the present.

J.C. UNDERHILL,
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r. E. 1> Hnlibltt* anil His College
ol' Magnetic.*.

In another column appears the notice AmUIveii ut Marshalltown.

of Dr. E. D. Babbitt, who, after years
of unremitting study and experimental

Investigation has enlisted the subtile gther short visit to Marshalltown, lowa,
under tho auspices of our Association,
and has given general satisfaction.

- . . think ills materializing and slate-wrlt-
Magnetics, an Institute of Kctincd Ther- |ng g shall exten

apeutics, which is fast becoming of world- since he was with us last November.

forces of light as curative agents, and
apparently with remarkable success.
He Is Dean of tho New York College of

THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER-

MATERIALIZATION.

manager, treasurer, and perhaps, two
other men, and make engagements for

this party, wherever they could get a
lowa. hearing T)(/)I’ one day and ovenlug, If no
more. Tho trip would pay well; as tho

Brother C. E. Wlnans has made an- general interest of the public Is now
awakened, and they are ripe for evi-
dences of the truth. .

Lot the work of regeneratlon go on,
until the light of truth and knowledge
Into the farthest recesses of
phases hnvo Increased In strength the earth, and tho people shall all know

I the teachings of tno Spirit-world, and

We

wide fame, and attracting students from will give some account of several evi- living up to their principles, proclaim

many countries. It )
science, and Includes the Magnetic
Electric. Chemical, Solar and Spiritua

forces which underlie everything In the Jim Bundle, and Tom Cottuwas, tho col-
ored soldier nnd house renovator who
and a diploma conferring the title of D. used to reside hero, were all ut their
posts, only they came stronger nnd more

world. Its course can bo taken at home,

M., Doctor of Magnetics, grunted.

builds on exact dences of spirit truth given at his three by their words and acts tho truth of tho
seances.

spiritual philosophy.
E.

Of course tho cabinet controls, Maudlo, . Pickering.

General Sdr\>ey.

Dr. Babbitt Is uuthor of several valu- perfectly made up. They domatorlulized . o L .
able books on the subject on which he and materialized outside tho cabinet In Tlie Spiritualistic Field—Work-

Is an enthusiast. i
affords facilities for the demonstration
and application of the light treatment,

methods at
profitable.

of tho real forces which move the world
of inorganic and organic life.
be savin
that he

While the Institution bettor form than over

recognized by him as a physician ho had are lining a grand work, are of loca
It would known in his practice, and tho spirit
of him far more thun he claims conversed in a strong voice about med-
as the truth in its entirety, but ical matters, and the influence he wus
he has udvanced beyond all others and exerting over tho mortal doctor In his
opened the way and given directions dally treatments.

before.

One gentleman hod his brother como ers. Doings, Etc.

to him, who hail been killed In Florldu,
many will find It Inconvenient to attend. but who was unknown, or his cause of
Such will find the study of the Doctor's demise, to but two persons present, and
homo both pleasant and tho earth brother thought it a most con-

vincing evidence of tho truth.
Dr. Babbitt has entered the vestibule form came to a doctor present, who was of le.-iurera and mediums,

&&' Remember, everyone, that, on account
of our large edition, we go to press early Mon-
day morning. Short Items only will be In-
serted If received on the previous Saturday.
We take pleasure lu publishing the movements
Meetings, which
Interest
onlv, hence we cannot publish long reports
with reference to them. They are too numer-
ous for that. A few lines explanatory of the
good work being done, are always acceptable.
A great deal con he said of n meeting In a
dozen lines, giving a “ general survey” only

Another

Tho spirit. when on

for discoveries tho magnitude of which ourtn had been very fleshy, with a very of the glorious work being done.

cannot be appreciated.

. . Hudson Tuttle.
Berlin Heights. O.

His Allies Will Nourish u

In accordance with the wishes of tho ysual

late Charles Jerome Cary, of Milwaukee,

of Mr. C. C. Whltnatl’s green-houses,
where Mr. Cary was a frequent visitor.

portly s _
friend said was one of tho points noted Minn., during May.
by him In identifying his spirit friend, great favorite there.
whoso largo projection was plainly vis-
Itoso. bl

recess, given_for the purpose of examin-
Wis., whoso body was cremated at De- ing the writing on some slates
troit, his ashes will be deposited in one during the_first part of the seance by pitioys

several different persons in the circ
when the light was turned up to full
blaze, several forms stood in the openin

stomach, ‘which™ his mortal

Moses Hull lectures at Saint Paul,
He seems to boa

Under date of April 25 Bishop A.
Beals writes, in reference to his work in
Minnesota: " | remain here one more
Sunday, the Society at Minneapolis de-
siring me to. Tho unsettled condition
of thlngs at Oklahoma City Is not pro-

or my work there just now. The
?rogresswe work is moving on success-
ully here, and the signs are that a camp

e.
Tho light used was stronger than Is

in” materializing, and during a
held

le,

Mr. Whitnall will plant over the ashes of the curtain, with great strength, 9 meeting association will be formed this

a rosebush In such a position that the full light.

roots will strike down into their urn.

A Dbrick wail is to go around urn and each seancesang " Beulah Land,” her fa-
Mr. Whitnall will use a small Le vorite,
Marche rose, of which Mr. Cary was in childi
very fond, and he will nurse it carefully heard with every word above the rest
of the voices.

bush.

until It becomes a tree. Very sensible,
indeed, is this plan; but the Catholics a
and orthodox Christians prefer to have
their bodies putrefy and be eaten by

material things.

A NEW PROPOSITION.

once, while the form was outside the support who are able.

the head, breast and front of the ro
myriads of animalcule instead of having with those peculiar twinklin
the ashes of the same add any beauty to jewels or lights, so beautiful an
vincing. No mortal
counterfeit them.

N spring, and commence work soon."

Mrs. A. E. Sheets lectured at Owasso,
Mich., May 1
Fiece, with the circle, her voice = Mrs. E. T. Reynolds, writing from
dish soprano being distinctly Marshalltown, lowa, speaking for both
herself and her controls, deprecates the
Another spirit also sang impatience of those seeking develop-
song with the circle, in a clear voice. ment. They ought to remember that if
Many of the forms came covered upon Unfoldlng IS fOrced, It iIs ||ke all other
be growths, unhealthy and transitory, and
spirit often attended with violent reactions.
so con- Especmllcly Ihs éhls Ithe fact when_ tr}e
appliance could motive for the development is entirely
PP selfish. The medium’s work is like the
In some cases they disappeared all at doctor’s. Let those contribute to their
But to those

Maudio came many times, and once

; : o . cabinet. Jim Bundle, the cabinet form- sorb, wounded, bleeding hearts who
Tlie Psychical Constipation Soci- piiderand outside lace-maker, had on Seek consolation for their grief, and
ety. one appearance a row of five or six of comfort for their sorrow, lack of ability

these lights upon his back, across the to pay a fee should not deprive them of

To the Editor:—I want your opinion shoulders, and he d
he reached the cabinet.

as to the probability of success of an-
other spiritual paper in Chicago. You
have been so pre-eminently successful
that you ought to be a good judge.

different from yours that it will not in-
terfere atall.
I am well qualified for the post of edi-

ferent trade.

e deniaterialized before the words out of the unseen.
David N. Lepper speaks encourag-

It was noticed by those who attended ingly of the work at _Sﬁ_ringfield_,_
the seances of Brother Winans here last The society is in a flourishing condition.
fall that the clothing and features of Monthly mite socials are held. A

The the forms this time were much belter materializing medium is to go there.
Fair Is coming, and my paper will be so than before.
hands were shown.
white and dark, at both sides, and at
the center parting of the curtains.

or more hands ap|ieared at the same i
tor, though | was reared at quite a dif- time. Pl rational

I was brought up as a his

Atone time a number of The Sunday evening services are well
Large and small, attended.

: Marguerite St. Omer can be engaged
Six for the season of '92 and '93 as an Inspi-
Qs € lecturer, psyohoroetrist and
One visitor received the form of test medium; also for “camp meetings‘
mother, who passed away from She also lectures on the Roman Catho

'driver and butcher, and had a little asthma, and her cough was perfect, as |ie Nunneries, and the evils resultin

army experience. |am nota Spiritual-

ist. ldon't think that is necessary: for
it is not to help Spiritualism that I want

well as the bent form. )
first sight, and he was convinced.

He knew her at from them: the Catholic Hierarchy, an

] [ . on Public Schools. Address her at
His occasional doubts were all dis- Fitchburg, Mass.

] pelled by the knowledge given to his  Joseph H. Dorety, writing from Oak-
tl\(;ly(/\I/?f;[atBeapﬁz;E)I?-r\}vgytégthn(;ﬁlée AmOTEY. senses o Sl%ht and hearlgng. ) _ land, Cal., tells of ome public meetings
is 4 help. 1can get a lot of money from deﬁ\cmOSt pleasing and undeniable evi- advertised to take place in a large hall

- the Catholic church foreXJ)osing Spirlt-
wuallsm and disgracing mediums. ]

But | depend chiefly on advertise-

ments for my support. "You seem to b

second and third seances. Ol
the second and two on the third seances

were handed to the committee of skep- most delicate and sensitive conditions.

e of spirit power was given at the there, at which tests are promised, such
One slate on as all intelligent Spiritualists know to
be next to Impossible, save under the

e 11 sens
unaware of the bonanza you might hav tical strangers, who were selected by The spiritual organizations of Oakland,

by using nine-tenths of your space for
advertisement». Yon have to pay for
setting the type lor reading matter,” and
do notgeta cent for it, while for one ad-
vertisement you can get about a dollar a
line, If you have u circulation of twenty-
five thousand. But | have not got it.
Oh! no! | don’t expect to—I don't ex-

pect to. if 1 can get money

rich Spiritualist, either by borrowing
as a gift, or by selling life subscript

at S50, 1'll have the first number worked

off at twenty-live thousand. | can then
have the pressman make oath that he
printed that number. Suppose, then,
my circulation gets down to a couple_of
thousand, | get my pay on a twenty-five
thousand basis'. "That will be better
than a "Stock Company,"” which is a
Chestnut which has burned u good many
fingers getting it out of the ashes.

I 'want to get to Chicago and start it
before the Fair: for | want to make my
office a sort of headquarters for the pe-
culiar people who favor my plans. Do
not fear: it will not draw any from you
My sort will not go to you anyway
Those | want are such as look upon
Spiritualism os a fad, to help give them
notoriety for money. Such as never sny

€ the medium's trance control
the cabinet, which was seven by
teen feet, and the sewing of the medium
into the chair.
that the slates were clean, and no marks
were upon them.
handed to a person in the circle to hold, son, N.
'[I(ré]d ng‘_] a narrow ftl’l > C
The cabinet controls from time to time djum will come here
out of some irected the slates passed to another weeks. he will do well”
NG O member of the circle, '
10NS  \as called.
were being held, the control stated that
such a spirit had written or drawn this
or that upon the slates, which, when 3qqre
opened, were foundexactly as the spirits revised, is the leading article. A Chi

ages. and the second twenty-one. ¢« The
third, not being at hand, the number
of messages Is not known to the writer,
bnt it was covered with writing and pic-
tures, exactly as Maudie said.

slates, and had two inside leaves.
advice ? 5
generally personal, and often of a pri-
vate nature.

or crayon, and is in white, red, green,

to inspect have disclaimed all connection with
our- these exhibitions, leaving everyone to
| judge for himself as to the backers and
The committee stated ‘merits of such a show.
z\n “ Inquirer" writes: "Why does
The slates were thon not a good, honest medium come to Pater-
J.? We have been deceived
several times, and if a good, honest me-
or a few days or

of cotton cloth.

until the recess

During the time the slates The Fnithinktrs Magazine for May is a

very attractive number. The frontispiece
consists of fine portraits of Col. Inger
soil and his grandchild. Ingersoll's
ss at the funeral of Walt Whitman

said.

: . cago lawyer contributes a very able
The first slate contained eleven mess- y y

>al>er on “Ingersoll and Lambert."
Helen Gardinertells usof "The Cultured
Poor.” Henry M. Taber writes ably on
' Religion Not Morality.” Nellie Booth
Simmons gives one of her characteristic
poems, entitled “ Wanted—A Fact,”—
rom the pulpit: Elder Evans gives us
The Battle of the Gods,” and H
W cttstein presents some objections to
Spiritualism. The editor answers the
question, “ What do you think of Jesus?”
'here Is much other Interesting matter,

J. B. Chesley, of Hannibal, Mo., of-

These slates were the silica b'?’?]k
e
iven in those messages was most

The writing was done without pencil

"spirit™ but “psychic,"” and arc up in lI)IS|r( g?”?;’\\,”e O(rfi‘? eerér?pdco?é(?geor){elelg\cl\ﬁ ficiated at the “funeral of Wm. Tulley,
science. It is true | never studied (jate and some colors on one slate do Who lutely passed to Spirit-life. In his
science myself, but it Is not neecssary, if ot appear on the others. closing remarks he said: "if Spiritual

you can _alwa%/_ th
ic"

: ink to put In science
and "scienti

wherever you can. |

one Blute. and a locomotive on another,

ism has done so much for the world as to

Maudie drew a very good landscape on give it a positive knowledge of a future

can get my editorials written for me, existence in the brief period since its
and %y the help of a_good proofreader, ?ilgiongu caottsgrey bgoége V?,%atlérwéﬁecr?ogg advent of 41 years, which no other
what’is the matter with_ my being sue moonlight teaching has ever done, then is it not
cessful? During the Fair I'can give re "

ceptions to those who will help ‘me, and drTO To, the medium's Indian control

by Ignoring those who do not,
heel” effectually on opposition. | can
also get a convention of the 1’sychlc
Constipation Society, with all those
grand Professors and Reverends who
curse Spiritualism but believe la Cock
lane ghosts, and they can make b
speeches and i'll rcj>ort them. 1 wl
have no one at these meeting's unless he
has a title, and 1shall expect every one
to make the crowning speech of his life. |
| can have one written for me to read.
1 have an excellent delivery, a deliver
| cultivated Indriving cattle, and yell-
ing in the army. Now | candidly "ask
your unbiased opinion, and although it
may not be In accordance with my de-
sires 1shall hold It at great value.
Obed Whittook.
The pro|>osltlon of Mr. Whitlock to
start a paper in the interest of the Psy-
chical Constipation Society, etc., Is
before our readers, it is somewhat
unique, yet It would trench upon ground
already occupied. HU pro|>osition to
put his circulation far jdove what It
actually could be is In perfect harmony
with plans adopted iiy some Spiritualist
papers already. In fact, wc think the
ground which Mr. Whitlock designs to
occupy is already full to repletion. The
Progressive Thinker Is not In har-
mony with the Psychical Constipation
6oclely: nor will it accept an advertise-
ment only on the basis of its actual
circulation.

put my and ye
haw%, > : T L
der u rainbow, which the spirit writer
calls the Bow of Promise.

writing of an old lady, to the large hand
of man.

discovered In all the messages given

worthy of our confidence? Then if we
would” ameliorate the condition of hu
inanity, give them demonstrated facts
The natural world Isever changing and
formulating new creeds. Now, in con
elusion: ere is no excuse for Ig-
norance on the subject. If we ignore
these demonstrations wc ever remain in
durkness. The spirit and the bride say
come, and whosoever will, let him come
and partake of the waters of life freely.”

Dr. A. W. Hager, of Mt. Clemons
Mich., promises a warm welcome to a

ew an outline Indian's head In
llow, with pipe, gun, knife, toma-

etc. One message Is written un-

he writing
Is varied in style, from the small, precise

The signatures to some of the
essages were recognized b}(/ the mor
| addressed. Not one mistake has been

m
ta

nnd not an error or false statement has
been made by any form, or any of the speaker who will come there. Alfred
controls of this medium, at an%/ seance 1t Stanley, of Detroit, Mich., was there
so far_os heard from. On the other giving good satisfaction. Mr. Stanley
hand, inuny forms have called up to the address I» 13 Ash St., Detroit, Mich.

cabinet persons from the circle whodid  We have a letter from S. C. Baldwin
not know them, or the names they gave of Lamb's Corners, N. Y., In which he

but In _every case, on conferring "with g :
' : escribe* what he calls udream. But
some of the glder membereof the %amlly If he will read Prentice Mulford's little

they bhavehbeen foufn(h correct. _Oudr amphlet, "W e travel when wo sleep
members have carefully = scrutinized LRUEGTEL SRS AREE O the Kind' of

every word and net of this medium and S 0
his controls, nnd we have determined VOyage Into the astral plane which lie
fully that Mr. Winans Is entirely honest rea_ltl)yd made. Tr:“S ISS more "fullybdelg
and” worthy of the confidence tind sun Scribed in “Three Sevens,” a boo

written by Hr. Phelan, anil on sale at

port of all seekers after the truth. v this office. All persons who have vivid

noj»e Mr. Winans will go on working d I i the bod
faithfully for the cause, as he hoe done dreams really go out of the body Into
the unseen planes, and there pcrcelv.

for so many years. We need more me
diurns Whoyca,r] spure the time to travel and receive Prom that record of all haji
alioul. and_bring' the blessed evidence ~PCNnIngs post, presentand future =
of the glorious truths of the Spirit-world , C- A. Harris, of Atlunta, Gu., writes:
Iam sorry 1am not financially able to

into the most benighted places.

We suggest to the Spiritualists of send THE 'PROGRESSIVE THINKER o
some large city, like Chicago or one hundred |>eople ul my own ex|>cu*e.
i'aul, that they organize a Spiritual Wc have need of good speakers and me-
Mission Society, gather three or four diums here. A good writing or materi-
mediums, trance, psychometric, slate- alizing _medlum c_ould_ge! mlpre than he
writing, and materialization, with a (or she icould do in this city.

From Dayton, Ohio, through F. T.,
we have testimonials of the good work
being done there. There are two soci-
eties. The older one Is about three
years old, and has a hundred ucllve
members. Mrs. Myra Payne has been
speaklDg for them. The younger one,
known ns the Pro?resswe Spiritual Alli-
ance, has just held tho most successful
series of meetings ever organized in this
city. These wore under the lead of
Willard J. Hull. Comparing tho teach-
|ngi$ of tho orthodox church with Spirit-
ualism, ho said: "Its teaching for six
thousand years has been trying to con-
form science to a creed. It has mode
but lltlio progress among the thinking
class of people. The forty-fourth anni-
versary has reached tho entire surface
of the” globe. Spiritualism is the only
philosophy that answers satisfactorily
the question of Job: 'If a man die,
shall he live again?™

Mrs. M. T. Allen, whoso name ap-
loared In u Iprevmus_ announcement as
IDs. S. M. Alien, writes from Topeka,
Kansas: "Permit me to announce to
tho readers of your most vuluablc paper
that | will accept a few engagements as
an inspirational trance ‘speaker and
platform test medium, to come and
servo tho cause in their respective com-
munities upon tho following terms: That
tho societies or friends of our cause de-
siring my mediumistlc services furnish
mo u hull or church to speak in, attend
to and pay for advertising, give me en-
tertainment, and charge ten cents ad-
mission at the door to lectures, and give
mo tho total proceeds, be that much or
little, and | will take my chances for
remuneration. Tho above does not
agi)ly, however, to such as are financially
able to guarantee a regular salary, but
to such only as would bo glad to have
public mediumistlc demonstrations, lec
tures, etc., but have not the ready
moans to secure mediums of that
ability.”

THE MYSTIC LEMON,

It Puzzled an Investigator.

THE PASSING OF SOLIDS THROUGH
SOLIDS.

In an article published in The Pro-
gressiveThinker, | gave the reason |
then had for the belief that there were
spirits who had acquired a knowledge of
nature’s forces that enabled them to pass
solids through solids without disturbing
the texture of either. This seems to be
proved by the writing on the inside of
closed slates, or the inside of locked
boxes. Earnestly desiring further and
more tangible evidence In this, | was
especially gratified at a ,-eance at ray
house early last fall, C. E. Winans. the
medium. The assumed controlling spirit
at the seance brought a box about ten by
twelve inches square.and placed it on my
knees. 1 unlocked It, and after deter-
mining it to beempty | placed a lemon in
side, and securely locking it, | handed
the key to a member of the circle at my
right. * I then placed both hands on the
top of the box—palms down—extending
my thumbs down the side of the box
over the opening edge of the cover, and
leaving a space of about four inches
wide of the top exposed. The spirit op
erator then tore from a block of small
pencil tablets a number of leaves, which
afterwards proved to correspond to the
number in the seance, and stopped close
to me and rolled and folded them into a
small compact ball, and Elacing this
ball on the top of the box between my
hands, he rolled the ball under hi
fingers, und it was instantly gone from
my sight. The operator then stepped
into the cabinet-room and brought out a
plate of apples, left from the afternoon
uneh. and passed them around to the
company, leaving two on the plate
these he placed on top of the box and
manipulated as with the paper ball, and
the apples disappeared. The operator
then returned to the cabinet, and Imme-
diately returning directed u fully-light-
ed lamp to be brought (the light all this
time was sufficient to recognize fully the
features of all in the roomg. When the
lami» at full light was brought, four
spirit forms stood In front of the curtain
for a little space of time. As the opera
tor stepped near me 1 fell something
F_us_hlng under my right hand, and on
ifting It the lemon was there on tolg of
the box. He then asked me if there
was anything else in the box. On tilt
ingit I'could distinguish something roll-
ing about In it. 1 was then directed to
open It. | reached for the key, and
upon unlocking it | found two apples
and the leaves from the tablet, as
smooth as when torn from the block
and a message on each leaf written in a
variety of colors, addressed severally to
each person in the seance, and one fo a
gentleman In Whitewater, Wis Each
of those messages was held to be appro-

Eriate by the one receiving it. Thus I
ad two'of my senses verifying the fact
that solids could be pasted through

solids without varying the texture of
either. . . .

I have had my time of asserting this
to be impossible. Others ore entitled to
theirs: I have got through. )

Attending this box exposition, trick
deception, sleight of hand or the Intel
lectual poverty of the observer—as It
may please thé reader to determine—
there was one feature which was to me
qﬁlte os interesting ns the box feat, and
that was In tho pcrsonelle of the opera
tor, who was very emphatically the copy
or the verity of tho medium himself, and
had he been seized und held, 1am of the
opinion tho medium would have lieen
there, und a rich sop furnished for tho
"wise” fraud-hunters, who masquerade
before the public in their cheap but
O plumage of superior wit or bom
wisdom. )

They will undoubtedly discard the
box phenomena, and the “attending mu
terlalizod forms, and pounce at once on
the medium as greed%/ a* a hawk on his
prey and with much the same spirit.

o0 beentirely truthful to the candid
reader, who, prompted by a desire to
know, and hence Impelled to ask for mv
theory by way of an explanation. | will,
with equal candor, say that | have no
theory, und um without sufficient know!
edge to offer an explanation: but 1 hnvo
stored all these with Other Isolated (acts,
to he put to use os knowledge may be
acquired. 1 have ontirely “uhnndoncd
theorizing, und have lost ail Interest In
or desire for tho ‘Theories " of others.
| have so often been entangled in ray
own theories that 1have been unable to
overtake und appropriate knowledge
that might hav.e made me pleasurably
wise is-fore Using expelled (rom lifes
school, und have come to regard thoo-
ri/ers os a bane to society and a curse tv
humanity. David Williams.

Darien. WI*.

THE PROGRESSIVE ROAI>.

The Old Brakeman’s Advice as to
W hich Itoad to Take Through
the Journey ol' Lite.

In early manhood as wc approached a
station where many railroads seemed to
form a .unction and solicit passengers,
we fell In with an old gentleman, of
whom | enquired about the facilities
and relotivo merits of the different
roods. Approaching him | said:

Friend, are you posted as to tho merits
of these different roads, as to their ac-
commodation, safety, and soon?”

Old Gent—After a few moments
thought the old gentleman said: "Well,
Captain, since you have called my mind
to the subject, I think 1 am, as I
worked on several of theso roads as
brakeman, or as some called me, ‘Dea-
con,’ others, *Selectman,’ and so on; but
theEy ore all the some.”

nquirer—"Well, now, my friend,
as | am about to start out on this jour-
ney, please give mo tho benefit of ‘your
experience with these roads.”

rakeman—*“Certainly. Well, Cap-
tain, to begin with, | should say take
tho Common Sense and Progressive
road by all means.”

Enquirer—"Wi.ll
reasons for so doing?

Brakeman—Yes, | wi
of them, for to give you them all would
be too lengthy; besides we think that
before you have traveled a great dis-
tance on this road, you will pick them
up for yourself. This road Is without
end, and consequently the longest road
on record. It has Tar the best tele-
graphic facilities; is tho broadest guage;
continuous rail and ties of nature's laws.
It Isan air line road, having no sharp
turns or curves. But there are many
switches that lead on to side cuts and
branch roads putin or built by parties
of rival interests, who wish™ to take
along a great deal of freight in the
shape of heirlooms—such as forgiveness
of sins, faith, three in one, a heaven for
first-class passengers and a hell for emi-
grants, with a Devil as boss, and much
other truck. Old engineers from other

you give us your

Il: at least some

roads are very ant to choose some of

these branch roads, as they possesssome
peculiar interest to them, and as theK
run baggage cars, passengers wit
freight are induced
these roads. ]
off seem to run alon% parallel with the
main road: but the further you go the
greater the divergence, until they are
ost sight of entirely. Thus ‘these
branch roads and their engineers are a
cause of much delay and vexation to
passengers, as they must eventually re
turn to the main track. This road, al-
though as yet without any discovered
end, possesses ample acommodations for

all, and is lined on both sides with beau-
0-
K-

tiful scenery and stations, with acomm
dations to suit all its ﬁassengers. Tic
ets being perpetual they are notsubject
to forfeiture or liable to outlaws.

tions and learn all they require
about the country and the sur-
rounding scenery, and pass on in

good time to the next station, and so on
and on until they become acclimated
and fitted for countries bevond.

These branch roads—for there are

many hundred of them called by differ-
ent names—are built—some of them—by
private enterprise, while some are (tj)y
syndi-

class legislation, and others by
cates or trusts, and many of them
largely increased their capital by
tered stock. These are all short roads,
each one claiming to be the shortest cut
to a final terminus not far ahead, where
passengers are all held in quarantine

ave

until the end of time, ora very indefi-

nite time, when passengers and their
baggage will lie examined and they will
learn on which side of the track thev
are to be landed. These roads,
though claiming the shortest route, are
mostly of a narrow gauge and manv
short’curves, winding "along rivers and
over dangerous grounds, through
sloughs of despond and over many a
ﬁrec_lplce, and through dark ravines, In-

abited with serpent* and wild beasts:
and then runnir]P through the Valley of
Death. The rails are short, with many
couplings, the screws of which are con-
stantly getting loose, while the ties are
wearing out, and so It is necessarily un
der constant revision.

While working on some of these roads
as Deacon, Selectman or Brakeman, as
the ease ml?ht be, my duty was to keep
on eye on all the passengers and see
that those with the most ydlenc on their
tickets, who might afford” us the most
help in times of emergencies (whieh
were often), should have the easiest
seats, and also to help the conductor to
expel any who should not pay their
fare, and ‘down breaks to slow up as we
a?proached any loose rail or ties or any
of the many places of danger. | tell you
it ishard work braking on these roads,
and when any pale passenger with a
deep yellow ticket Isiin Imminent dan-
ger, all the tiassengers on the whole
road are called u(pon to put their shoul-
ders to the wheel. )

Enquirer:—Well, how about braking
on this Common Sence and Progressive
road?

Brakeman—Easy. All you have to
do is to attend to your own brake,—
»ever mind other passengers: let them
sit on the seats, or on the stove. If they
choose. They must attend to their own
brake. The road is an _air line with
continuous rail, os we said, and If you
attend your own brakes properly, you
ure perfectly safe. J.A Vanford.

Neonah, Wis.

S. Allyn writes us from Rochester, N.
Y. Hegives the details of u seunoo hold
there some fifteen years ago, In which
a mob from the Young Men's Christian
Union acted the fraud-hunters’ )>urt.
The methods then were the same as
those In vogue now, and are in accord-
ance with the teachings of the founder
of the Christian religion, who said:
" Behold, | come not to bring peace, but
a sword.” Man's cussedtiess, which has
followed the aniinul part of his nature
from tho brute plane up, sloughs off
very slowly. It Is easier to pound a man
into helplessness than to convince him
you are right, by argument, especially
vy(?en you have no basis of truth on your
side.

Mrs. DeWolf will lecture In Duluth,
Minn., during the month of May.

The_ Secretary of the Illinois Stale
Association was announced in our Issue
of lust week as Mrs. Donna Brooks.

The name should have been Mrs Donna 2

Bruce.

Geo. F. Perkins and wife are now at
Washington. D. C.

to_udg
to take some of lai ! L
These roads at the start- two to one to drive us off, it was our
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THE TRUE HERQ.

As Defined By Spiritualism.

To the Editor:—"“All this talk
about the heroic age of our grand-
fathers Is wunadulterated nonsense,”
says Walter Blackburn Harte, in

the April X eeEngland Magazine. “ We
arc quite as heroic in this generation as
were the men of any generation; and
this Is not saying very much. There
are, however, heroes in our midst-all
the time; but the only heroes we know
unything of are those of history and
literature. We are torn and swayed by
the same passions and fears as actuated
the people of ancient Egypt; and a trag-
edy In a Broadway restaurant is just as
much a tragedy, and justas full of the
human element necessary for poetry as
If it took place on the banks of the Nile
The engineer who stands in his cab, at
the risk of his life, in a railroad crash,
is quite as heroic a figure as Columbus
threatened by his mutinous sailors. As
long as the human drama continues,
there will be tragedies and there will
be heroes. The critics who say that
this a?e Is too prosaic for the produc-
tion of poets and poetry, do not appear
to realize that as long as birth and
death, aim the essential solitariness of
every Individual existence remain, hu-
man” life can never become common-
place. The fact la, in reading about
our ancestors we accent shadows, con-
tinually elongating with the years, for
men.”

The true hero, as defined by Spiritu-
alism, is the one who is good, and does
good all the lime. There arc heroes who
approximate that exalted standard, as
illustrated in the following pathetic
story of the comrades In a Western
mining camp. The report says:

"W e always spoke of them as "Our
Jims." They were two of the best men
in camp, and “ best ” meant a good deal
in those days. When the Orange gulch
men came over to jump our claim, It was
our two Jims who rallied us to drive
them off, leaving six dead men to be
buried in the evening. When the
hs and roughs of Old Man's Hill
claim to our diggings, and appeared

Jims again who led the van and enabled
us to win the victory.

Jim who? Jim what? | do not know.
No one but themselves knew. Now and
then some miner gave his full name, but
we had no use for it. We were Jim and
Bill and Pete to each other, and that
alone.

Our Jims were not quarrelsome men.
Big men and brave men never are. They
tented together and were “ pards,"and
how it came about that they fell out
none of us ever learned. One 'morning,
when they had been tentmates for man
months, “one Jim packed up and left
camp. He had nothing to say—nothing
beyond the statement that “ Me and Jim
isout.” The Jim who remained made
no statement whatever. Among our-
selves we said there had been a hot
word dropped and picked up IJust when
both men were out of sorts. [t wa* hard
work, that huntln? for gold. We worked
like slaves, and lived far worse, and
tentmates quarreled very often.

In a day or two we saw that the Jim
who remained was troubled in his mind.
He had been too proud to hold out his
hand and ask the other Jim to stay, but
now it was hurling him. He grew sullen
and morose, and now and then he
paused in his work and looked up the
trail with a Ion%lng look in his eyes—a
longing to see the other Jim returnlng
to camp. Five or six days had passe
when a Chinaman came iuto camp with
a note forJim. It was written with a
blackened stick on a piece of brown pa-
per. and read:

“Jim. it's a case of small-pox. and |
won't ask you to come. It’s just to say
I’'m sorry we fell out, and to bid you
good-bye. JIM.”

It took three or four of us half an hour
to make out the badlv-written and mis-
spelled message, and when we had fin-
ished, our Jim walked away to his tent
and began to pock up. The snow-clouds
were banking up in the west, and it was
plain that a bad storm was at hand.
The other Jim wo* twenty-eight miles
away, sick and alone, in a rude cabin at
the "abandoned diggings of Crazy Wo-
man's Creek. The trail led over the
mountain, and throu%h valleys thick
with scrub and rough boulders, and the
Chinaman was completely broken down
when he reached us. )

“You wont start, with that storm
coming on?" we said to Jim, as he came
out of "his tent, with a pack on his back.

“Jim want« me,good-bye!” he replied,
and In five minutes he was out of sight.

An hour later we were all driven to
shelter, and for three days and nights
there was never a break 1In the storm.
There wasn't a tent on the diggings in
sight when the fourth morning came—
every one snowed out of sight. If we
hadn't been snowed under we should
have been frozen to death by the cutting
winds. Jim couldn't have made those
twenty-eight miles in less than a day
with no snow under his feet. We knew
that he must have perished in that
storm before midnight.

It wns a long three weeks before the
snow went off, and then two of us went
up tho trail. All day loug we looked
for tho dead body of "tho Jim who had
started out before the storm, but wo did
not discover It. An hour before dark

we came to the abandoned diggings,
and caught sqht of the s_lragles anty
left standing. Ve should find the other

Jim in there—dead. Step by step we
advanced, dreading to look In, and yet
feeling that wo must. Thedoor was fast,
but tho fierce gusts had lorn loose some
of the light lioards at ucorner, and we
hod a view 8f tho Inferior. Lying on a
blanket—on the earth, with® another
artly covering them, and lying face to
ace, with an arm over each ‘other, wore
two dead men—our Jims. The one who
bad sent tho Chinaman might have
been raving In delirium when the other
reached him through that awful storm,
but lie heard ills voiceand know It. Tho
one who fought Ms way over that snow-
bound trull, stumbling, falling, prayin
—buoyed up by tho hope that no woul
not Is- too late, could uo nothing after
llls journey was ended—nothing but to
lie down und die beside his partner.
A Freethinker,

Tilt* | Itiniiito ol Little Tilings.

A ﬂold coin passes from one to another
UUO.UOP limes before the stump or im\
uresslon upon it becomes obliterated by
friction, while n silver coin change*
3.250P(>0 times before it becomes ‘on*
llrely effaced.
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A Painting and a Curious Vision. SLATE-WRITINC.
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Bet he teiartd be «aa, *ay
tiicxjj aartyx* tW 'pheaocovma. «te.vte a »? U «riih me. mod maay more
«dt afri mtem of Tsmmacext.oc meeneto »pintfneada «koan | kao«. He grre i*
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Marth 31. Ir+c? la sy opiaxc more ha« tp. bot I did sot beiier* c* »aa dead. When
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y«ra for reifte fmsVxn. et*., than 'is to*

dw» =W and Jot* »m «wir. that
184; years pnrnc& to Ute date. from 7 o dock they cooid boC arona* has to
The fact that the Fox imanlj »&r*

take hi* medicise. | then «est to hi* room,
dteen laetrsaoU, thooid make all spirit, Xfi @ t/a v- | entered Use door be knew .
m jti xEii >fu fees rt a dsty and prrr>

li
; He wasted me to com* op there m he, ta
carne afte zee. and eoetroiled rc* to
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th> .isgte tec. feet ew.vfr. »hmtbey Josl' | a*k*d hia what he dreamed, acd hia
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ail eight with him. and with hde eye* '/pen.
he mv hmown furerai. H« iooked ar>oarl
nmoi ted. -1 think the benfib wiH boid  ail.
I do aot »an*. V/ go to th* cnareh. ' Jast two
veeiu Ink Ute dar a* died, mod «a* ifcartel
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Mrs. H. S. Lake at Washington.

D. C

To the Editor:—The Spiritualists of the
"Washington Society have been
«hiring tlie mouth of April, to a course of lec-
tures from tlie spirit guides of Mrs. H. S
Lake, tlie most of which have been so re-
markable that | have thought your readers
might be interested in a brief notice of them.
The audiences were uniformly large, and an
unusual degree of interest was manifested.
The subjects of tlie lectures on April .1 have
escaped me, but on the Itltli the morning sub-
ject was " Spirit Spheres." Tlie lecture was a
very full, lucid and satisfactory explanation
of the ditferent spheres and conditions in
spirit-life, giving her hearers new conceptions
of the occupations, growtli and unfoldment of
spirit in spirit realms, and describing the con-
ditions not only of enlightened spirits, but of
the darkened ones as well. The subject of
the evening discourse was: “ The Unity nnd
Diversity of Spiritualism." The power and
value of the lecture was manifest in the fact
that at its dose a geutleman iu the rear of the

ball, a stranger, had been so profoundly im- a > '
pressed by the practical and useful lessons it 1Jcct ujion public attention. .

contained that ho sent to the President of the
Society a proposition that if tlie lecture could
be reproduced for tlie printer he would pay
one-tenth of the expense of printing one hull-
deed thousand copiei for free distribution. Of
course this could not be done, but it exem-1PapPer.
pijlies tlie general estimate of the lecture. writes: i r S
On April 17 the morning discourse was on | T he Progressive Thinker.
“ Man’ Incarnation, Responsibility and. Dos-1
tiny," and was a very thoughtful nnd phil-
osophic exposition of the doctrine of rein-
carnation, mainly along lines of theosophic I
thoulght, and diving into the finer and more

HEART-BEATS.

nate.

peusatiou, Mrs. Margaret Fox Kaue,

joined report of receipts.

provision. When this fund is exhausted
shall

umns of The Progressive Thinker for nu

and spiritually refreshing to the recipient.

Another says:

Crosse, and inclosing a dollar, says: “I re
eeived the light only about four monthsago by

aubtlo forces of spiritual nnd material nature Ireading The Progressive Thinker,' and
for the reasons making reincarnation nocos- thank God for it!  Surely, Brother riancis
sarv arguing and explaining man’s responsi-1 such evidences of usefulness to mankind aro

bilitv to ids highest nature; and behind it all precious reward for work well done, aud can
foreordaining power that impels and predes- »otfail to urgo you to still greater efforts to
tines mankind to uneerge the life experiences | spread the light—oven as it is given you to
that fall to their lot. It was a wonderfully See the light.~ Below will be found the sums
profound and instructive lecture. Tlie even- received since my last report: e

ing lecture was on the subject of * Woman . lllinois State Spiritual Society, $8.00; Spir
and Nationalism, from a Spiritual Outlook." ituulSociety, Port Huron, Mich., $7.00; Pro
The lecturer depicted woman emancipated 9réssivc Spiritualist Society, Grand Rapids.
from the thralldom which environs her under Mich., $5.00; Monthly Meeting, Louisville
our present social conditions, nnd taking her|by W. Ruby, $4.20; Progressive Spiritualist
rightful place by man's side, bis equal in all Society, Omata, $1.05; Henry Franksen
the realms of industry, of social life, and gov- $1.00; W. H. Baxter, $1.00; G. R Watts, 50
ernmental life, and showing that when this Cents; R. Baker and friends, 50 cents; Anna
becomes n fact it will become possible through Costes, 25 cents; Mrs. C. A. C. Travis, 25
spiritual conditions to produce a race of CeNts; Mrs. Elizabeth White aud daughter, 20

beings which will be free from the diabolical Cents; E. F. King, 25 cents; a friend, Chicago,
conditions which now produce so many crim- 25 cents; A. M. Blegen, IOceuts; Mrs. R. W
inals. Porter, 10 cents; Sarah C. Kipp, 10 cents; R

On the morning of the 24th Mrs. Lake’s B. Dean, 10 cents; Victor Berggren, 10 cents
subject was “Joan of Are, the medium of Mrs. H. M Spang, A. J. Van Dozen
Orleaus.” Many of your readers will remem- 10 cents; Carrie Hargraves. 10 cents; by A
ber that in the repertoire of tlie gifted Anna L. Clnckner, Boeliester, N. Y., Psychical lie
with which years ago she used to delight im-1 hand, $09.51 Frederick F. Cook,
mouse audiences, and which so critical a lis- 70 Fourth avenue, New York.
tener as Charles Sumner declared the grandest
lecture he had ever heard. It is enough to
say of Mrs. Lake’s effort that an intelligent
gentleman in her audience who had heard THOUGHTS FLASHING FROM THE PEN OF LYMAN
Anna Dickinson's lecture declares Mrs. Lake C. HOWE.
to be _infin_itely superi_or, inasmuch as, besi_des That lecture by Dr. Buchanan iu your an
narrating in a succinct manner the salient . ercary edition is worth a year's subscrip-
points in Joan’s heroic life she explained the tion, and many want it. There may be
reasons, from a spirit standpoint, why Joan gq,ean more in the same issue just as good, but
led the life and suffered the martyrdom she ¢ 'oy'| have not read them yet: but I wish the
did. The course closed in the evening with a 4444 goctor had given us more explicit infor.
lecture on “ Spiritism, Spiritualism and Spir- o0 ns to tlie nature, source, reliability and
ituality.” This lecture was delivered by Sirs. means of verifying bis discovery, which be
Lake in her own proper person, unentranced, tells uswas a “ new world of knowlédge” which
to a very large audience, and was universally . - “never fully published,” and in which
conceded to be one of the best of the course. lie “found tlie divine religion in a fullness and
One thought, strongly brought out and em- ... hjeteness of which the teachers of ethics
phasized in the lecture, was that the interior 4 religion have never bad a comprehension,”
lives of mediums attract to them spirits whose o\ bidy e “adequate to establish the kiué-
thou_ght cprresponds theretp, and _that the dotn of heaven on earth.”
manifestations _ through — tlie mediums are “"con e doctor's habits of scientific an-
largely tinctured thereby. This idea isto me 5\uqic " and his familiarity with the human
Elallm% anﬁc dlztl_nctlly ﬁmﬁhaﬁ'zw in erh& anatomy and physiology, and the play of
lecures site delivers when i an sntranced con. PSYCNic influences upon these intricate struc-
dition. Covery e had made Is Ascountable to scintific
ey Lok 0 At o, Wesinglo e methods, and demonsrable by induction.
¢ sund d k-d : liis new discovery is verifiable (and if not, can
ures on sundays and week-oay Venings upon -, reliable?), it ought to bo susceptible to
tshugfjegcrt& hél_Vh'ggFﬁ'ﬁgﬁ?'gﬂ%’:}éotﬁg"r'rgg?]![ﬁt(')‘% such scientific'analysis as should compel ac-
May is to lie occupied by W. J. Colville, from Cer.)l.tﬁgcf(;’cﬁh%:: ;)ttr;sr;rlgrclgve“n;nsddos.ouI_inspir_
whom rare lessons of Wlsd'\(;lml)areHe:nEielcttgi. ing" should be noobstacle to its acceptance by

- ) students of nature; nnd even though it be “so

widely different from anything that has ever

Items from Denver, Col. been seen or understood on earth, so essentially

To the Editor;—Again | have the different from all thatsurrouuds us in society,"”

pleasure of addressing you in reference to our it must be in harmony with eternal law, and

beautiful cause. Tlie ladies have organized a }[’r‘githi? the odrderly tsygtlem ﬁf r}atllljre, rzj”dv
new society. Our object is to raise means to erefore, as demonstrable, when tully under-

X . . stood, as all other truths that yield their treas-
baild a spiritual temple, which Denver has |raq secrets to the magic of science; hut if it
never yet possessed. | am happy to say that pe a theory, an ideal, however fine and lieautl-
we are having great encouragement, as the fulnnd inspiring to the spiritual imagination,
Spiritualists are turning out in goodly num- anil cannot he tested nnd applied with analyti-
bers every week to our dime socials aud Sab- cal precision and uniform certainty, can it lie
bath meetings. Last night Mr. Jules Wallace truthfully called a discover)-? Cannot any
brought a fine programme, and ladies and gen- student of nature reveal in precise language

. - : - - and clear analysis nil that lie actually knows?
Ueinon to perform it, which they did with A . ]
credit to themselves, Mr. J. Wallace has Is not the inability to clearly nnd definitely ox

taken a great interest in our undertaking; he press any presumed knowledge evidence of

is helping us with money and other available g?ecseer;z:;nittyr/) and confusion iu the miud Hint
mzaniz’ (];g\r/e\llggli% V\g%%r: Tg{; ;?né:en rﬁggfﬁm; I can fully endorse the practical realization

one has already been giving life readings some of that spiritual sentiment which warms nud
time. and has %ot failgd ingone instancg illumines the way of such ideal characters ns

illustrated by the doctor's thought and theme,

Mas. F. Green. a4 accept it as a vital factor in all moral
awakenings; but were the early disciples, with
Prof. J. R. Buchanan. their master, cognizant of any organic law

IBBTo the Editob:—The Progressive discoverable in the anatomy and functions of
TniNKER always has something good, but the the tirain by which this beautifully unselfish
recently-published lecture by I)r. J. R. Bu- labor of love could be made a subject of scien-
chanan ought to be read by every one who call tific analysis and brought into systematic culti-
themselves Spiritualists, and then lived up to vation aud reliable application as the sciences
—made a part of one's life; then a man may are? If not, baa Dr. Buchanan discovered
truly say that he is a Spiritualist. | have read the secret in the anatomy and normal func-
most of the doctor's published works with tions of the brain? If lie bos, why should lie
great pleasure and profit, and hope we may “fall into despair" of being able to “embody or
often hear from him through The Prooress. introduce this grand ideal?” Is it llocalise it
iyve T hinker. J. E.Rbbd. is an “ideal" and not a real discovery thatit is

Covington, Moss. beyond the reach of scientific methods.

Worth a Year’s Subscription.

listening, As They Go Out for the Unfortu-

To the Enn'on:—I nw rejoiced to report
that the idea suggested by Brother Jenifer,
and so earnestly seconded by The Progress
ivk Thinkeh, that the anniversary meetings
liemade a moans to help through her earthly
pilgrimage tlie pioneer instrument of this dis.
lias not
gone unheeded, ns will lie seen by the sub
The amount now
on hand, by frugal dole, will carry our unfor-
tunate sister through the next six months.
This is a pleasaut reflection; and |1 am certain
that the Angel-world will bo prompt to future

not hesitate to use the hospitable col-

other appeal, and iu the meantime let none
hesitate to send a contribution, without waiting
for dire necessity to once again force the sub.

All the letters received breathe a sp.ri't of
charity and thankfulness that is most helpful

1And there is also in most letters a good word
for The Progressive Thinker, the people's
In one letter before me a brother
“1 am glad there is such a paper as

| see in that best of papers, The Progress-
ve Thinker,” and finally here is a tribute of
special value from a brother writing from La

THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER.

What a Traveler Saw at the Very

Moment of the Poet's Death.

To the Editor:—The New York Timet
states that at about the moment of the poet
Whitman's death, n Connecticut woman was
en route to New York by way of railroad train
due at the Grand Central at 7:30 o'clock. Her
husband was with her, but be sat near one of
the lights rending, while she occupied a win-
dow place in a seat with a stranger. She bad
been looking out of the window as the dark-
ness grew, watching the lights and faces of the
people in the car reflected in the opaque dusk,
when suddenly she was startled by the appear-
ance directly in front of tlie window of an
apparition in inurble, it seemed. It was the
face and head of a venerable man, with high
forehead, flowing white hair and long beard.
Unlike the faces of the other occupants of the
car, which were turned in the same direction
with herself, this face looked at her from for-
ward, so that it presented almost a square
front

Something in the sight chilled and fright-
ened her. Not daring to tarn, she reached
around and touched the woman at her side, to
whom, before this, she had not spoken.

“Look!" she said earnestly, “look at that I”

Attracted by her manner, the stranger
leaned forward and peered over her shoulder
into the darkness outside.

“| see nothing,” she said, and as she spoke
the face vanished.

“Why, didn't you see it as yon turned?"
the other asked eagerly. “A marble-white
face like Longfellow's, only larger, and with
more hair and heard. Whose could it have
been?”

She turned and scanned the occupants of
tlie seats near her, and then got up and walked
the length of the car, searching for the orig-
inal, thinking she was the victim of some illu-
sion of refraction. There was nobody in the
car whose face in tlie least resembled that
she had seen, and she and her seatmate talked
of the matter until the latter left at the next
stopping place.

On her way from the train the Connecticut
woman related her vivid vision to her husband,

. anil then dismissed it from her mind for the
The a6o\?% illus- time. _ _
The next morning, however, on opening a
y Sunday paper she started back in alarm.
“Why," she said, “there is the face that
looked at me through the car window," point-
ing as she spoke to a large cut of Walt Whit-
man, “and be died last night,” she finished in
an awe struck voice.
In the accounts of the poet's death it was
stated that he breathed his last at 6:43 p. m.

$11 hail to the state of flichi®arv!
tration speaks for itself. It shoWs most emphaticall

the deep hold that THE PROGRESSIVE THICKER has
on the hearts of the Spiritualists of that State. Just

think. 1500PROGRESSIVE THINKER'S goinfi into that
By recalling tlie station at which her seatmate

State Weekly! ~ What a channel it is for the Spiritual- ¢ _
. . . . . ad left, the Connecticut woman was able to
Ists there to advertise their meetings, make their estimate thatit must have been a few minutes

Wants knoWn, and otherwise promote the cause, Spir- e et e face showediiell - &
itualists in that State as Well as in e\/ery other, should

recognize the fact that THE PROGRESSIVE THICKER
leacjs, 50d is the or)ly Spiritualist paper ir)
thje Ur)iieg) States self-sOstriping Witbodi
adVertiserrjepts.

I do not make these criticisms to disparage
the value of tlie “ideal,” nor to reflect against
the doctor's scientific ability aud great useful-
ness inoriginal research; nor to weaken the
force of Christian examples in which the
divine ideal has touched so deeply with its in-
spiring love. 1 am in sympathy with the
practical purposes and the spiritual concepts
that vitalize the humanitarian principles in all.
AVlial | am anxious to know is that a discov-
ery has been made that tlie whole world may
calizo, and that can be scientifically applied,
that will forever banish the “strife and war,
poverty and pestilence” that “make many re-
gret that they ever were born."

With all timtJesus nnd his followers brought
to the world, vitalized by the iutense zeal and
divine magnetism of their lives, the world has
not yielded to superior impulse.  Ages of evo-
lution may raise all races from the *“low
plane” in which all vices take root; and the
spirit of great reformers may be a helpful in-
spiration to the moral sentiments which, like
sunshine on the earth, warms and expands the
germ and evokes the vital expression; but with
the example of history before us, wilmt have
wc to hope from all of these in a thousand

ears? Science is rapidly superseding Chris-

tianity as a civilizer and redeemer. If the
original germ of pure religion, as exemplified
in the lives which have became the doctor's
nspiration, is revealed in the anatomy nnd
functions of the Drain, and subject to scien-
tific direction that can give it universal ap-
plication insuring definite and certain results,
we may safely say, “the kingdom of heaven is
at hand." Lvman C. Howe.

The Dawning Day.

Oh! the _morni_nﬁ, dewy laden.
Blushing with a tender grace,
Like the presence of a maiden
Seems her shy and loving face.
Over the still, softly arching,
Falls a canopy of gray:. .
From the mountains, swiftly marching,
Comes the heralds of day.

In the valleys, brightl curling,
'Round the mosses'shady bed,
Are the violets, upward turning,
For the sunshine overhead.
Heaven showers all her fragrance
Through the golden arch of day,
With a sacred, holy presence,
Till the shadows wing away.

From the broad and tinkling meadow
Pipes the robin's mating song.

And their echoes, sweet and mellow,
Like a sunbeam float along.

In the twilight meekly bowing.
Where the wooing fendrils play,

Is tho daisy, gently drawing
Summers sweetness from the spray.

Through the forest's branches quiver,
Many a lance of silver light;
Waking, where the shadows gather,
Blue-eyed beauties robed in white.
O’er the "water's laughing tide
Leafy branches idly play;
Like a'dream they seem to glide
Into heaven's starry bay.

Momint};}, with a flood of glory.
Lifts her banners to the world,
And repeats Love's wondrous story

In the budlets, dowv-pearled.
Thus the master-band Interprets

What our secret hearts would say,
And each jeweled virtue sots

In the spirit’s Dawning Day.

—Dishop A. Deals.

From Grand Rapids, Mich.

The Progressive Spiritual Society is keeping
steadily at work. Mrs. Helen Stuart-Richings
will close her four months’ engagement the
last of May. The society has found much
benefit from this engagement; the time has
slipped by so pleasantly that it hardly seems
longer than tlie usual order. The young peo-
ple, under the direction of .Miss Coral Thomas,
recently gave another entertainment, which
was in every way ahead of their former efforts.
Dr. U. D. Thomas excelled himself by giving
an originnl poem, “The Deacon's Cow, " which
contained mirth aud logic. Being heartily
eucorcd, be gave another of bis own produc-
tion. Mre. James B. ILagan-Jaekson, with
her wondrous |>ower of improvisation, added
pleasure to the occasion, April being the only
month that she has had the pleasure of re-
maining in her new home siuce locating here.
She took this opportunity, aud handsomely
entertained her friends. As a souvenir of
the occasion, niininturcs of tlie host aud host-
ess, and tlie dear mother, were mounted ou
curds, tied with ribbon, and distributed to the
happy guests. More anon. E. F. J.

Items From a Worker.
- - To the Editor:—Immediately after the an
The May Arena will close the fifth volume. iversary services at Lansing, at the invitation
Itisa strong, active, interesting two-and-a- o Brother J. U White. | came to Port
half-year-old baby of the ancient Hercules o0 "Mich., to give the address iu commem-
Iﬁmlll'yi ]cltshplrr]culz_itltén rates secondltonly to_n oration of the advent of modern Spiritualism;
€ hist of high-priced  reviews. IS contrl = 5154 19 assist in dedicating the new hall, the
butors embrace such well-known names as <o of which has by Brother White, been
Col. Ingersoll, Frances_WiIIard, Count Tolstoi, given the friends (‘)f this city. Long sir’me he
Henry Georghe and Mmlon I”‘;”a”d' h It rep- promised his spirit friends he would do so,
_rgsent_sl,_, on é e monthly Pl_a',[ orm, the fta_me and that his generous offer is fully appreci-
ldea The Progressive Thinker IS PUtling cated we can hut be assured by the fine audi-
out on the weekly rostrum—a respectful and gnceq which fill tho hall every Sunday. The
courtl(leou(sj hearing 1|‘_0r representtr?tltve E{‘h()“ghr;[ new society is in good working order, and bids
el St on all advancing lines; sure that, although . :
educator and liberalizer that has ever &> these may differ in details of work, the end is g?ér;o became a success in every way. There
; ! . great many older workers here, and all
pcared among us.  All like It who read It. | the same forall. Itaims to obtain the cream coom anxious to help tho cause along. The
believe it is an instrument iu the control of ad- Of intellectual activity in tho discussion of all gqnaii0n of the use of the hall is but one of
anccd minds in the Spirit-world to enlighten fi%cn'g:' eC(r)gt?{erncé ethlgl_ahlé relllgzli(r)luesss%r:egsedl;%%- the many things Mr. White, assisted by Mrs.
nnd liberalize tlie inhabitants on this planet. Lond PN L . White (who is in full accord with him in the
- - ability of itsstaff liuvo promoted it to the head i terest of reform). is constantly doing in a
Our cause is progressing here. W0 are Now qf tlia advance column of reviews. In addi- M ) y g
ized d tto be able t g - Al X quiet way. | have passed tho month pleas-
orgzanlze ,knn e)apec do_ e a % I0 hprocurg tion to nil this, it possesses the valuable pop- antly in their home and that of Mrs. J. H
good speakers and mediums to help the good ylar feature of containing the portraits of Haslett 1 was called to Plymouth, near De-

The May “Arena.”

Villa Ridge, lllinois.
The Progressive Thinker is doing a grand,
good work iu this community. It is the best

work along.  Mr. J. 1l. Washburn is now leading thinkers, brilliant biographical sketches ; ;

with us. He is a host within himself. = He is prose, etchings and short stories. The table (t)rron, _Whelre 1found a very liberal people, but no
A ganize«! society. | go from here to Owasso,

a fluent speaker and sound reasoner. | would of contents for May leaves a thinking reader Mich., for my next work. Your paler is a

in doubt which article be would like to read
first It is Bucb facts as these which have in-
creased tho circulation since last November
88 1-3 per cent. The Arena is furnished at
$5 a year. Direct: Arena Publishing Co.,
Copley Square, Boston, Mass.

“ Morality of Dancing." Reply to Sam
Jones' challenge under forfeit of $500 (which
with orthodox veracity and reliability he never
paid). By M. A. Collins. Price 15 cents.
For sale at this office.

recommend him to nil os a grand worker in
our cause, nnd a gentlemen in all that word
implies, nnd any society wanting a good
speaker will do well to secure him.

W. 11 Leidigii.

general favorite, and it would seem almost every
Spiritual home bos it A. E. Sheets.

Those who feel an interest in sustain-
ing a free-thought paper, that is not crowded
with advertisements, should introduce T he
Progressive Thinker to their neighbors and
friends, and get them to subscribe. Sent 13
weeks for 25 cents

A Lecture on the “Morality of Dancing."
By M. A. Collins, in reply to a challenge by
Sam Jones. Price 10 cents. For sale at
this office.
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IN'A FOREIGN LAND.

An Evening with Balzac.

TRANSLATED FOR THE PKOUUKSSIVK

THINK Lit BY C. K. ALLKN.

“ Do;/ou believe In dream.!"
“Me? No!" ]

"The dead who »|ieak?M
“Les*yet."

“Eh, welll *It down there, and bear

mu a moment."
In thl. unexpected way Mme. Y-

abruntly opeoed the conversation la.

evening, at her hou*o la the rue Pierre-

Intelligent .oeloty and romantic lltern
turo.

hooters, and to p

lished anecdotes from thescold and cele- engraved. UZ¢ € .
"The tinni tcfio sjxtik," there In Its original writing, and with

brated friends. \
she emphasized, and to Balzac himself, all tho characteristics of tho handwrit-

*he .alti In the same tone;

Understand mo well, y
more skeptical than | was myse
this wonderful subject.
laughed at turning tables and "the phan
toms that appeared.

The evening before thé tirsi rep

rvsenlatlonof “PereGorlot,” | had ownk- s
ened old recollection, of my curious of one of the answers on the state,—it

luck some more unpub- Wwas Instantaneously photographed, and
Is

ou who are no besides examined
If upon kuowledged it to bo identical,—save the

Like you I have

THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER.
BOTH SIDES CONSIDERED 4

upon tho present generation of writers?"

"l cannot say.
“Why?"

A moment of silence.)
That Is forbidden me."

"Nevertheless, tell us what you think
is often

of the romancer whose uuma
quoted with yours: Emile Zola?"

haps. but a village rector."
You know his work?"

1rend all his books, very carofully.

| repeat It, you tiro mo.'
V\Pith

this last response, tho [>oncll

stopped and would not write any more

fatigued. They
never shown so' much lassitude ns he hod

this evening.

with Balzsc. Such latho olliclal report,

meeting. To give credit to the purport

Balzac ™ judges Zola. It

Ing of the master, that the experts have
It closely and uc-

deviation of tho lines that can bo attrl
billed to the difficulty In writing with

I did not believe chalk upon slato.
i Al

d now." added my_hostess, “will

any more than yourself the stories told
that Auguste Vac- You say the uead do not'siHjak?"

of Mine do (Hardin,

querlo had moreover taken the trouble

“Strangel strange! safd |, in turnin
han tho metallic carr

to confirm, and you have not laughed Over In mv h:
here the writing of Balzac had been

more heartily than mvsclf. You

ave W

heard the story, like adream of halluci-1 fixed. "I w
nation, of William Crooks, and of tho submit this”writing to t

allow me to

“If you will onl .
examination

Re

delicious Katie King, that the personal- of an eppett, before belleving, without

ities the most worthy of faith of the

royal society of London were willing to . _ S . .
confirm by their presence and their iof uic Into tho carriage which soon|end§mt<kt(#
¢ < By

wr D

r_
? Aliail Kardec® Eugene Nus and ICharavay, wh

any doubt?"
"Will | permit It?" said she In push-

to the house of Eugene
ere | found tho autographs

ary.o ar 110
&ol)éjanl, the masters of modern Spirit-1 of Bal/ac nearly similar as to the whole,
uallsm, when In the month of last Sep- aud almost identical as to the details of his crowbar to strlko tho wall over that

Now, | folt that any displace-

leinbor, a friend desired to present me (the ehurne (eristics of the letters com-1 pillar.

to a young Dane, aged twenty-six, M. Jpared with this j>osthumus document, Iment or agitation of that pillar would | :
Aveling, who, without knowing three the material proof that. M the dead—do-|cause-the--whole-addition—to—faUj and-as | everything.
language, would not speak, at least thoy write.—From he drew back his crowbar to strike, foo# meaning.

words of the French
surprise me If | was willing that he
should turn the tables and make them
talk. "As It Is good to laugh, I will go,"
| responded. "Introduce mo to your me-
dium to-morrow night;"

Tho next evening there were six of
us. Aboutten otlock a seventh came
In. It was our Dane. We soon com-
menced tho experiments. Surrounding
a Iarge and heavy centre-table, wo ob-.
talned successivély the phenomena of
typtology, rapping, intelligent manifes-
tallons, etc. At half past eleven, our

JLt Fi'jnm of Boyer d’Ageti

AN EARLY ICONOCLAST))

He Has an Interesting Vision.

While
the town of Geneva. Walworth county,
I Wisconsin, 1 became veri skeprtical
about the truths of the Bible, having
heard the orthodox preachers toll so

medium declared that he was Impres-1 many absurd stories of its teachings, re
i |

sioned. | then
paper and a pencil of large size. Durin
a half hour, his hand wrote wonderfu
words in answer to mental questions. |
then put upon the table two school
slates, one upon the other—these slates
have large frames; and a pencil, laid fiat
so It could move easily. | Inserted in
the interstice a piece or chalk of small
size. The medium laid his two bands
upon the slates, while we continued to
surround the table. Wo called for
friends and relatives; and, mute and Im-
movable as a catdleptic, tho Dane
pres»«d upon the slate*, oetwoen which
we could Lear the chalk pencil write,
tracing In French tho responses of the
persons called for. with their re-
spective writing, although the medium
spoke and wrote our lan ua?e as bad as
posstble: he bad been only 6Ix months in
Paris.

I will confess that 1 was not rery
Interested In these tests, of which I bad
read many descriptions, when, to en
liven the meeting, | proposed to call for
historical {«nonages.

They then commenced to speak of an
adaptation of "PereGorlot." Suppose wo
interrogate Balzac? Immediately we
concentrated our minds toward this end,
making the Dane believe that Balzac
wa« u politician.

A great silence ensued. We were
very much agitated. In the parlor the
furniture began to crackle Phosphor-
escent lights burst forth. During fully
a quarter of an hour, we obtained noth-
ing. Suddenly the clock struck tho
hour: the table raised up suddenly and
fell again violently.

“Who Is present?”

The table rapped twice, then once,
then twelve times, then twenty-five,
then once then three times. According to
the agreement, two raps marked the
letter B; one, the letter A: twelve, the
letter L; twenty-five, the letter Z; one

laced before him some Jquirements and dogmas taught by it.

nally took strong ground against that

book.” | held several public debates

Inst the hook; the most noted of
wliich was with Harrison Auglr, a Free
will Baptist, u then neighbor and friend
of mine, and as conscientious u man as |
ever knew. During that debate his
mind, as he afterward told me, became
so unsettled on the subject of religion
that he was very unhappy, and ho
wanted to be confirmed in his old belief,
but he wanted the truth. He bought tho
most celebrated books in favor of Chris-
tianity, but the more he read in its
favor the further off from it he got,
until at last he had to yield up to the
whole thing, | mean orthodox Chris-
tianity. He is now, if living, and has
been for many years, a trance speaker
on Spiritualism,” and is now near tho
Pacific Coast.

Our children came home from school
one Saturday and said that u man named
Lord came into the school-house and
said he was a colporteur or Bible agent,
and wanted all the scholars to tell their
parents and everybod¥’ else that ho
would lecture on the illblo Sunduy at 2
o'clock In the afternoon. | was there to
hear him. The Bible, ho thought, had
done a good thing for the world. It was
against slavery, against war, in favor of
temperance, etc. After closing, he took
out hi* subscription hook and pencil and
asked a maiden lady sitting near him;
“ How much shall I put down for you,
mudam?” She acted as though she did
not wish to put down an}{thing. She
hesitated, but realizing thut the eyes of
tho whole congregation wore upon her,
and that she was expected to say some-
thing, she put her hand In her pocket,
apparently to draw out her money purse.
Meantime, | felt that | ought to reply to
him, but hesitated through diffidence;
but Charles Boyle bunched me and
whispered to me: " Reply to him, Stork

apain, the teller A; finally three, the Ireply to him." | was Instantly on my feet

C.
Balzac.
Are you dI*po#ed to respond to our |
questions’

An energetic “Yes " was heard. And
very toon the slate# began to tremble.
We heard the chalk go and come, troc
ing zigzag line#, then write. We leaped
ul“p V»e»lai} 4 at ea%:h. Interruption, to
read thB WG, WAICH We# afmost un-
decipherable. And It wo# then that we
asked questions, and the following curl-
ous Intervilow wo# commenced between
thcrIHt douroelvecs:

‘hatdo you think of ‘Pere Gorlot'?

“Determine yourself!™

“Do you approve of this ndaiiUUon?"

pxrkxk fInedlde 1 h*r» besides given
mv advice.”

*How U that?"

“In sleep, In dreams; 1# It not our do-
main, like the death?"

"Explain yourself."

"l have given my advice to these
young men, Tabarant and Antoine.”

(Here was an Interruption of a quarter
of an hour. Then):

"Advice, many times. You tire mo."

“Where were you just now, when we
called you?”

"At tho Theatre Libre, You tire mo
very much."”

“Did you asslstat tho roprosontatlon?"

“Oh! what a foolish question!"

"Answer more clearly. Were you
present?"*

“1 think you are jesting. Why should
I not be present? ( have besides re-
served my place."”

“Where #that?"

"First balcony, In tho centre.”

Much as this response appeared face-
tious, we reflected. The chairs of the
front row of tho first balcony are occu
pled at tho Theatre Libre—hall of tho
Slenus Plalsles, by Mmc Severlne aud
M. Franclsquo Sarccy. The latter also
occupies the very centre. This colncl
donee made us laugh.

“But, we say this place Is occu
pled by M. Sarcey."

Tho table gav |
roilly twisted. The pencil danced u|»n

tho elute and we reail:
“Eh! well! | sit upon the knee* of
Sarccy." .
“One word more. What do you think
of the enormous Influence of your work

e a sudden leap, amd lit-

replying to him. 1 made tho as»ertion
that the oppoter# of all the good things
he mentioned look the Bible for proof
of their position, and prorod It by apt
quotation# from the Bible, | wa# very
severe on some of hi# positions. In
closing | asked those present If they

I¥ cammit a sin to
,t&kg the money that they all needed In
tHeir famities to keep them comfortable
and happy and give It to this stranger
under the pretense of circulating a book
which wa# taken as authority onnil sides

|off’\or¥ quostlon? | then sat down.
The lecturer said: “1 will'not reply to

these fhfitdel objections to tho Bible
Iwhich havobeon exploded“many times
over, but will go oh aRd lake contribu-
1ftons.” Fhen “turhing agah to that
maiden lady, hosaid: "How much shall
| put down for you, inadame?" and was
answered loudly and plainly, “ JVbCAina
sir. and ho could get only that repIP/
from every one. | hod fixed thorn all.
Ho gave notice that he would lecture at
the next school house north “ to-morrow
ovoning." | went there, not to oppose
him again, but to defend myself, Ifjio
should, In hi# lecture, assaulf mo.! But
he never referred to me or those “In
lidel objections" to tho Bible.

| camo home with James G. Stedmau,
then a firm believer In orthodoxy, and
quite gifted In prayer; hut became after-
wurd# a mnch noted trance slieaker,
singer and actor for tho spirits. Wo
talked along in a friendlﬁ way about tho
Bible. When parting ho said: "Now,
Stork. I advise you not to hu so hard on
tho Bible, for you may bo wrong, and If
wrong, consldur what harm you are doing
In this community."

I replied; " 1 may possibly bo wrong;
but | am now perfectly conscientious in
It; EUt If wrong, | hope sometime io bo
right.”
ing about tho Bible, Its absurdities and
contrail lotions; the famous plan of utonu
ment; the eternal hell, which a belief on
Christ alone, they said, could save a
ix-rson from; tho” resurrection of the
lbody; the total depravity of all persons,
|all preached then by every orthodox
Freacher as Infallible Bible doctrines.

concluded 1 was right In my opliosltlon
to the Bible; turned my face towards the

wall and felt asleep. .
When any matter lies heavily on ray

“This man’constructs a cathedral; ho
Is an archbishop; | have not been, per-

he Danish medium was very much
i declared that "ho hud

Since thiS oxporlcuco of the 12lh of

Charron. She was one of the met splr- September last year, we have not been
ttuel and tho beat Informed .urvivor of able to establish now communications

tho best 1can give you of this slrango

living In tho North part Ofl1

I went homo and to lied; think- j

mind and | am In it quandary about tho
truth of tho inattur, a vision often ex-
lains tho whole thing; that was tho
act in this cose. 1was going eastward,
on tho sidewalk of u broad and welt-
traveled road. On my loft there ap-
Feared a \(erY large and most ravish-
ngly beautiful temple. Mark now that
| could see but ono point of this tasautlful
temple at ono view; but to sou tho whole
templo required only an Instant of time.
Bavirig only an end view, | walked
armmd _to the front, to have A front
view. Then | discovered another lari
structure, built up pefore this beanti
temple, apparently for a vestibulo or
entrance-way, or rather un uddltlon to
It. it towered up to within about four
feet of the top, leaving so much of
beauty In sight. There wore open pas-
sage ways through which | could see
the filthy appearance of the tnsldo of
this addition. It seemed to have been
built mostly of rough stones and mortar,
bv rude people, In an Ignorant age. Tho
pillars und tho caps over them at the
entrance wavs were the onlﬁ/_attem pts at
boauty 1 discovered In this addition
The rafters seemed to have sunk In, like
other old structures, making tho roof
somewhat circular. At the first sight
this addition uppewred quite finm and
solid: but as | lookew dtllt. it appeared
less and less solid, and more ami more
marked with decay, und still hustening
to Its fall. Immeénse numbers of men
were at work on this homely and IllI-
qulklm}; addition, mainly trying to keep
It iu place and preserte It. A man of a
owerful frame, who up|H>arod to bo a
0ss, with a heavy crowbar on his
shoulder, came to tho main central
pillar, near which 1stood.
[ * What is this ﬁomelly addition built up
against that beautiful temple for? )

“He replied: "1 know It Is not quite
right, but we are g(_)ln%ﬂto Improve It,
t an ornaoion

inont; It is perfect,”" | replied.
He made no answer, out drew back

tng myself in great danger. | ran o
west with all my might, hearing a great
crash behind uie, and feeling tho ruins
tumbling against my heels. Escaping
thus, | turned around, and saw that tho
addition had all fallen away from that
beautiful temple, and tho workmen had
i Ew«y “nd « :

!Jolslse,uwhvg asngausggeﬁpﬁ%dgﬁltﬁécrelfgbﬁgﬁ.t
The men now rushed up and worked
with a trill, making the rubbish fly:
thoy got hold of his heels, pulled him
out from under the rubbish, when, much
like a hen with its head just cut off, he
flopped about, and some men fell upon
ana forced him to be quiet.

I now turned my attention to that
beautiful temple. There it stood alone
in its grandeur, sublimity and beauty.
No lofty battlements nor glittering
spires, emblems of pride and vanity,
pointed heaveuward to mar its beauty,
There it stood, glittering and scintillat
ing in the light of the sun, completely
filling the mind with admiration, adora-
tion, and glory. No language of mine
can adequately describe the beauty and
holiness of this grand templo. 1 now
awoke, and the vision ouded. That
grand and beautiful temple means that
time In the far future which mun shall
surely reach bv evolution; which has
often been spoken of by the seer» and
irophets of the past: when men shall
earn war no more: but universal |>eace
and harmony shall reign over the world,
and truth, goodness, purity and virtue
shall universally prevail. * To Help for-
ward this glorious time, all Spiritualists;
the Christs, the apostles, the prophots,
the reformers and well-wishers of the
race, have been and now are fervently
engaged. For | now see it is all Spiritu-
alism. The millennium, though yet far
off, must surely come in time, | think.
That homely addition which fell mostly
of its own rottenness and decay in spite
of all the efforts of the numerous men
who tried to keep it in place, means the
horrid tenets of the orthodox church.
Thoy are now preached, if preached at
all, Ina very modified form: but they
musiseon begcome obsolete; bike anciemt
paganism, a relic of an expired religion
That addition was built against the
beautiful temple, and all converts to
orthodoxy must pass in It, before thoy
could join the church. | think thoy
cover got Into the temple, which vepfe-
sunted pure and undefllcd religion. The
numerous men at work on that homely
addition represented that vast horde of
Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist
sects that constitute the orthodox sect,
or rather, the preachers thereof. Re-
member that this viston was over forty
yeans ago, when orthodoxy was In Its
prime. William stork.

Passed to Spirit Life.

Passed to the better life, March 2d
1892, Mrs. s. K. Bancroft, after more
than five months of intense suffering
the result of a fall in stepping from
train In tho dark, causing Internal rup-
ture. Thus she Is released from the
mortal to join those true and tried Instru-
ments of communication between the two
worlds. As woman, wife, mother and
medium, she was ever true to duty and
truth, for truth's own sake. Cau higher
praise bo given? O. N. Bancroft.

Fontanelle, lowa.

A Notable Case.

A man on tho North Side, a notable
church member, devout in all his ways,
and honest In all his dealings, sot a
Christ-like example lately before tho
world. His wife confessod to him that
sho had been unduly Intimate with a
man of the world. Ho did not faint at
the announcement! Ho did not ravo
like a madman! Ho took tho matter
calmly and philosophically. Ho did not
oven order her out of the house, but a!
lowed her to remain till tho next day,
whon her «educcr camo aud took her
away In a cab, while tho deserted hus
band stoically surveyed tho last scene!

Ho will commence suit for divorce at
once, while the ox-wlfe will have ntnple
tlrao to reflect on tho home broken up
auddlovely children loft motherlois h
ind.

HOW TO MESMERIZE.
CY /.Z AND COMPREHENSIVE IN-

A atru- fimna How to 5le«m«rtfe  Aurlcot and »40*i-
ert» Miraci«* hr M. «nrrl*m Also 1« fiplrliuallam
Tru«f 11/ I*ruf J. W Cadwvll, Anrlant «nd modern
mirarle« arc cznialnrd py tiir<(nrrl*ni. and the txnik
will be found highly Int ifig to every fiplirliuallal.
It I«the only work «ver publisiied gh Ing full Ittainjc

. "tom. em. rljr, «nd in. . - ffc'fim(titﬁ «fance
haa with .Hpiriiuaiutn 1l la V‘tnouhcr(i if ‘Allan _pin
nam and «"?2< r*. wti >kh«,,- rr«q>|Mfto M mo of Ib*
moat tot«ra«Kng iiouka «rrr wrlUgfi. »PKI. X i
W ««nia Fur «gqftat cilia uffter g rper. pp. tai

I asked him:

Spiritualism and Materialism

Fourteen hundred millions (1,400,0n0,
000) of Spiritualists, or person# believing
In “spiritual existences ubovo matter,
wiui the number mentioned In ray ad-

dress, of which the types unluckily IJ[?

dropped off throe cyphers. That those
who ' believe something uliovo matter,
and therefore are Spiritualists, consti-
tute ut least nine-tenths of the human
race, was tho Important fuel | wished to
Impress upon those timid souls. who
hardly dare to confess thulr splillual
faith to the public.
The same fact ought to be Im-
pressive to tho few who have honestly
confirmed themselves In materialism,
Materialism, or a belief that spiritual
things aro but tho evanescent products
of mutter, atid that mutter alone has a
real, substantial existence, Is the naturai
opinion of un boncst. Independent thinker
who has very little of tlio psychic per-
ceptions, ami who hu. never heard of
psychic facts In u credible manner; but
when psychic facts abound as they do
to-day. and are so abundantly recorded
In works of profound thought full of In-
contestable facts, the materialist has no
valid excuse for ills persistent Ignorance.
There are some, however, who have
so_longdwoltIn this Ignorance*of psychic
sciencé, and accustomed themselves
to the materialistic modes of thought
and prejudices thaleven when convinced

by spiritual phenomena of tho truth of
rid a/

spiritual life, theY cannot get

their old phraseology, but continue to
i sort

jglni ttm) jr.. to_amalgamate It with splf-

,Uuul truth  Thus the late D. M. Bon-
| 60 noted us an honest agnostic
crm Ol after being convinced by spiritual

o the”totnplo. Jphenomena, endeavored to save old old
2 templke needs no Dnprove- materialistic creed from annihilation by

asserting thut spirits were material, but
In a finer form of matter.
This wa, simply a verbal subterfuge—
nn attempt to give tho word matter a
meaning, so that it might embrace
The word has a definite
It signifies a substance com
posed of atoms, which occupies space
and has dimensions, gravity, Inertia and
impenetrability, or the power of occu-
pying space, so that no other atoms of
matter can occupy the same space
W hatever has these properties Is mat
ter, and anything which Is lacking in
either of these é)roperties is not matter
and it Isa fraud in language to call il
material, whether it is done frauds
lontly or through honest ignorance of
the most elementary truths of science.

Electricity, light and caloric are not
material. Tney are not composed of
impenetrable atoms, and they have
neither gravity, inertia nor measurable
form. Thought, emotion, and volition,
which are the essential elements of
spirit, are still more remote from mat-
ter, and to speak of them as material is
to exhibit a most pitiable ignorance and
incapacity for correct thinking, border-
ing on idiocy. No intelligent material-
ist could stultify himself by such an
assertion. He could only say that these
spiritual realities are but transitory
pnonomcna, without any substantial ex-
istence.

But the attempt is made to Intrud
materialism in the spiritual sphere, b
suggesting that spirits have materia

cs: that a spiritual form is material
Ina higher sense than common matter.
But there isno such thing as immaterial
or spiritual matter. When the entity
which we examine has neither weight,
inertia nor impenetrability, it is not
matter, and is not recognized by phys-
ical science.

The spirit form is not matter: neither
is it spirit In the proper and highest
sense of that term. Between perfect
matter and |[>erfect spirit, which are en
tirely opposite In their nature, Is a great
variety of forces, which are capable of
acting’on matter and of being acted on
by spirit. Our will or spiritual energy
acts upon our muscles which are mate
rial, but the intermediate agent isa
force which we mav call nenvmra, of
which science rs yet knows but llttlo.

The spirit form'has some analogv to
matter, hut it is not matter, and the
spirit which animates It is the very anti-
thesis of matter. Hundreds of ~these
forms may be around us aud yet be en-
tirely imperceptible to our senses and to
all scientific tests. That which has no
weight and which cannot be seen by
the light of the sun, nor felt, nor held,
nor analyzed, and which cannot be lim-
ited or restrained by materia! bodies,
Is not matter, though Its existence is
real. Pain is a very positive reality,
but no ono ever supposed pain to bo a
material substance. The spirit form is
as Immaterial as electricity, but not as
Immaterial os pain or thought. The
boundary between the material and the
Immaterial Is sharply defined and al-
though the Spirit-world has a wealth of
forms which are analogous to matter
thoy are still widely distinct from earth-
ly mutter, and may’ bo regarded os the
«plrlt of material things. The matter
which we know acd handle has no place
In the Spirit-world, and to apply to that
world the gross conceptions of material-
istic science would be to deceive our-
selves and todegrade that glorious world
in which the Incumbrances and evils of
our material life hero are entirely re

roprieties of

moved.

Even if wo violate tho (f
language long established by scientific
usage, and call the Immaterial forms of
spirit bodies material, wo do not estab
IlIsh materialism In the place of Spirit-
uakiem as some wauld WAsh fo d, for
spirlt forms aro not tho ontonce of tho
Splrit-world—thoy arc not tho immor-
tal men ami women of tho higher life,
but merely tho spiritualized forces ami
forms with whloh spiritual being* en-
,0y their life ami exurclso their func-
tions, changing and altandoning them at
their development changes.
itual being which Is essentially Immor-
tal Is distinct from Its spiritualized sur-
roundings. Itis as such a spiritual be-
ing, with none of the pro|»ertle» of mat-
ter that we onjov our eternal homos,and
It I*as such spiritual lielng* that wo
live and onlay life now Incumbered by
ir material surround lugs.

The interior essential man Is not
ihenomenal or temporary thing, hut Is
the eternal.reality,..the recognifion ami
understanding of which constitutes solr-
Itual science, aud tho itellef that It lias
no iiermanent reality constitutes the uta

e

teriallsin from whlcn tho world Is now
being emaucl|>ated.
recent utldrass, the word

In" my
“vase," should bo substituted for “wax "
us a translation of “Chrinterlou,” and
the iiuotatlou from Sir Edwin Arnold
should have read,

"And nu net desd, though 1 hsvr died."”
JOS, ROOttS BIFOHANAN.

MO02 Broad way, Kansas City, Mo.
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from tb« Spirit-world. ~W. V. Thelon. M. D . <It Jack
«on Boulevard Chicago 111 ijjtf

ZJOW TO BECOME A MEDIUM.
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PIRI7 UALISTS VISITING CHICAGO
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