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SPIRITUALISM,
Its Future Comprehensively 

Considered.

BY BON. A. B. RICHMOND.
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a .a r c s  |o  bis wsrvti- unseals h is eye.
> bis m ind  and  purities b is h e a r t; 

Influence b rea thes from  all s lc b ts  and 
Hinds

| Of h er ex istence, sbe ts w isdom ’s se lf."
—.M ari'* P oors.

•Nal h 
Her tre
Illum e 
An

>/?

A1CO

n .
«:a.

All natural phenomena are manifested 
to us through the senses; they are the 
only avenues through which a knowl­
edge of objects or events can reach our 
consciousness: and although the cause of 
the manifestations may be hidden in na­
ture's boundless Inbrutory. yet the effect« 
are plainly visible. Thus we see th a t a 
blade o! grass grows day by day through 
the  energy called vegetative life, yet 
what th a t life is we do not know. We 
see an apple fall, as did the
great Newton, and wo call the
force th a t draws it toward the 
earth  the attraction  of gravitation, yet 
science cannot tell us what grav ity  Is, or 
what causes It. We know thut the a t­
trac tion  of m atter for m atter moulds and 
forms alike the dew-drops and the orbs 
in stellar space, yet how, or when, or 
wherefore, an* unsolved enigmas. We 
know tha t there is a love among atoms of 
m atter called chemical affinity, th a t 
unite? an acid and an alkali in a m ar­
riage embrace, and an enm ity whose 
antagonistic force will divorce them : but 
what these contending powers are, 
science has not discovered. W eknow tha t 
electricity, by u force called Induction, 
begets magnetism, and tha t magnetism 
bv a sim ilar law becomes the parent of 
electricity , and the g reat unsolved prob­
lem is: " W h a t are these mysterious 
forces tha t are Interchangeable:*" and 
th a t under different circumstances and 
conditions may become e ith er parent or 
offspring. Around us on every side we 
see the effects of natural laws which are 
as wonderful to our senses as any so-called 
sp irituai phenomena, while th e ir  prim ­
ordial causes are beyond the reach of 
scientific researches or investigation.
The em inant savant Lacono says:

“ We know the effects of many things, 
but the causes of few."

Mankind recognizes the former 
through the evidence of our senses, 
while the la tte r  are only made apparent 
by a process of inductive reasoning. 
Effects can be proven by the testimony 
of observers, while causes are the enact­
ments of nature's unknown senate, whose 
laws govern all movements and forma­
tions of m atter. The mysteries of hu­
man life have evaded the research of 
science, yet inductive philosophy teaches 
us th a t its continuity is not more im prob­
able than its present existence. W e w it­
ness the present effect called sentient 
life. We do not know its cause, and we 
know no reason why it should not con­
tinue beyond the phenomenon of death; 
and if it can and does prove its existence 
beyond the grave by the same evidence 
we recognize of this life, how can we 
doubt or disbelieve?

W e receive through tho clicks of the 
telegraph a communication from a d is­
tant friend. The operator in terprets 
the raps of the sounder to us; they nar­
rate memories of the past, relate facts 
known only to ourselves and the distant 
friend. Vfe recognize them, and know 
that that friend is living and communi­
cating with us, and upon this knowledge 
we act in the most momentous affairs of 
life. There is nothing In the mechunl 
cal devices of the tellegraphlinooroffice 
tha t carries conviction to our minds. 
We form our opinion of tho tru th  
of the message by the Innute evidence it 
possesses of mutual knowledge, memory 
or affection, And we could not doubt if 
wo would. Then wo receive a sim ilar 
message from a friend who has “ passed 
away. We have the same Innate evi 
donee of its genuineness tha t we have of 
the one transm itted by the mysterious 
¡throbbing* of electrlclty.yes'.oven more 
for this last communication Is written in 
the hiiml-writlng we remember so well 
W e recognize the mental characteristics 
of the dlceased; the peculiar forms of OX' 
[prosslou not observable in the telegram 
are there, and added to this ts the well 
known signature whose form is indelibly 
lmpre-w?u upon our memory: all these un 
mlstakablc evidences of personality are 
there, and the thinking mind cannot but 
lie convinced thut tho friend still lives 
and that the mouldering form In the 
grave Is but the cast-off raim ent of this 
¡life exchanged for the glorious habill 
monts of immortality.

In scientific Inuulry philosophers do 
not ignore the evidence of visible facta 

»u-e the ir cause is unknown, but re 
¡cognizing them, they search for the 
aw sthnt govern and created them. Tho 

¡eloquent tongue is but a clod of senseless 
matter th a t raps the air In recognized 
ibralions to which language has at- 

¡fixed a meaning. *' Yes " and “ N o" are 
¡but different numbers of vibrations or 

the ear, which 
_ >lo have agreed 

hould V>e an nffirinullon or negation; 
yet the phenomenon la not different from 
the rap- on the table by some unknown 
living force. It la not more mysterious 
than that which moves tho tongue: and 
when both ure governed by an Intelli­
gence thut has human characteristics, 
how can we doubt the parentage of one, 
moiv than the other?

If we hear human Intelligence man!- 
lested by longue or ru)is, or see It In the 

movement of Inert and luunlmntc mat­
ter, we must know that a human mlml 
la  the unseen "  power behind the throne 
greater than the throne Itself,” and that 
all intelligence, however manifested, ts

| hut a m andate of the m onarch, human 
reason, whose scepter is thought, aud 
whose kingdom the boundless realm  of 
intellectual m entality. We know th a t 
all phenomena that manifest intelligence 
aix' "«ni generis." They cannot be coun­
terfeited. T here  1s no spurious coin 
among the  circulating  media of human 
thought. T here  Is no sim ilitude of the 
human mind, aud when we see it m ani­
fested by pen or planehette . o r hear it 
in the ra j«  of tongue o r table, wo know 
th a t we cannot bo deceived in the na­
ture of the force th a t  causes tho phenom ­
ena. If intellect, memory and love con­
trol tho unseen forces, then they must be 
phenomena of a human soul, for 
they can em anate from uo o th ­
e r  source. T here  is no power in 
tho universe th a t can sim ulate 
them. The only m int of th e  human mind 
is tho human soul, and the re  can be uo 
counterfeit of c ith e r  its im press on the 
pure m etal of its coinage.

Life is not more apparen t to  the senses 
than is intellect. I t is tru e  th a t th e re  
mav be life w ithout intellect, but

l i n n  u iu v r u u i  u u m u u n tu i  
Irap- on the tympanum of 1 
[English-speaking people 
■ should bo an affirmation
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not in te llect w ithout life, and w here 
it  Is manifested, in w hatever form it 
may be observed, it is certain  th u t life 
is the re  also: wherefore the fain test raps 
th a t convey intelligence are positive ev i­
dence of the  presence of both life and a 
human mind. The m arks of Identifica­
tion of personal in tellectuality  a re  more 
plain and certain  than are those of phys­
ical foundations. Mon are  nearer 
alike iu  body than  in mind. As in the 
celebrated Tichborue tria l in England, 
men have often personated o th e r men 
from a resemblance in form and features, 
but never in m entality  o r intellectual 
acquirem ents. If an intelligence m ani­
fests itself to us by any means, its per­
sonality can be determ ined by proof 
th a t is absolutely conclusive. T here­
fore, when a human in te llect w ith its 
peculiar m ental characteristics makes its 
presence known to us e ith e r  by raps, vo­
cal sounds, or w riting , no fact can be 
made more clearly  apparen t to our 
senses. I t  m atters not th a t the  casket 
th a t once contained it in e a rth  life has 
long since been given to  death  and de­
cay, the soul surely lives and reta ins its 
personality if i t  can rem em ber incidents 
of the past, and rela te  them  through  uny 
physical phenomena, however insignifi­
can t they may appear to those unac­
quainted w ith the laws and conditions of 
sp irit life.

An orthodox friend rem arked  to  me 
the  o ther dav th a t he could not believe 
th a t the sp irits  of our dead would stoop 
so low as to communicate with th e ir  
earth ly  frieuds by raps on old tables and 
tambourines. A sm iling sneer enlivened 
his Intellectual countenance when he 
u ttered  th is profound argum ent against 
well-known phenomena, and I was com­
pelled to a«Knowledge its force and logic 
with the rem ark—" T h a t  it w asstrange, 
it is true, alm ost as much so as th a t a 
sp irit should com municate w ith a duai- 
zen of ea rth  th rough  the sonorous vocal 
organs of Balaam i's old and faithful serv­
ant."

T he credulity  of orthodox C hristians 
will perm it them  to believe th a t the 
sp irit world can and has communicated 
with men th rough the lips of an "Asinus  
vulgaris," yet they most vehem ently deny 
the possibility of a like occurrence 
through the hands and lips of th e ir  me- 
dium istic friends and neighbors. They 
believe th a t such occult phenom ena have 
occurred In tim es past th rough  the 
unchangeable laws of an ImmutableGod, 
and yet deny th a t they can occur today. 
The" priesthood of toduy claim  to be the 
only mediums between man and a future' 
life. They seem to be afraid to adm it 
the  possibility of the medlum shlp of the 
last occurring a t tho present tim e, lost 
nlldelity m ight draw an invidious com­

parison between th e  mediums of Bal­
aam’s tim e and those of the sacred desk 
or pulpit.

It Is common occurrence for orthodox 
Christians to sneer at the plebeian mode 
of sp irit communications. They scum 
to forget th a t In accordance w ith a  be­
lief of th e ir  creed, th e ir  Savior, a God, 
was born in a manger, and for nearly 
th irty  years worked with his reputed 
father a t the lowly calling of a car pen 
ter, and, while on his holy mission, con­
sorted with Magdutcns and fishermen, 
depending upon tne charity  of the pub 
lie for his dally bread. B ut what avails 
the sneers and sarcasm of bigotry und 
creeds if tho facts exist.

“ T ill lliry  esn ra ti th e  »cal from  off th e  
bond,

They liu t offend th e ir  lu n g i to  ip eak  so 
lo u d .”

Under the onllghtcnm onl of advancing 
thought, it Is Impossible today to silence 
Inquiry, or stlfio tho Investigation of any 
subject In which tho people feel an In­
terest. As Prof. Jam es T. Bixby. In the 
.Irena for November, »ays:

" T h e  modern inlnd Is thoroughly 
wide awake and has quite thrown oil 
the leading strings of ancient tim idity  .It 
looks all the questions in the face, anil d e ­
mands to be snown tho real facts In every 
realm. All the traditions of history, the 
lawsot science, and the principles of m or 
als are overhauled, and tho foundations 
on which they rest relentlessly probed 
And our modern curiosity can see no rea  
son why it should cuosu Its Investigation 
when It comes to tho frontiers of religion 
It deems no dogma to old to he sum 
moned before its bar, no pope or surlj 
lure to vcnorablu'to be put in tho witness 
box and cross-examined &s to its uccu 
racy or authority ."

Such is surely tho sp irit ol the age in 
whluh wo live Science Is a relentless 
Iconoclast, and has no rcs|>cct for the 
sacred linages of post superstition 
whether carved In marble orenuuctatod 
In tho articles of faith of crecdul dogmas 
W hat arc the facts to be Investigated? 
1» the question of educated thought, uml 
faith und hope have uo place In the lab­

o ratories of c ith e r  scientific o r m ental 
research. Faith  has no scales In which 
can be accurately  weighed tho testim ony 
of th e  senses, but is ra th e r  tho  du st in 
the  cup of the balance, to  be rem oved 
before facts are placed the re in , lest it 
gives a  false im petus to tho descending 
scale; while hone is but an idle wish, 
often promjK'd by personal desires aud 
selfishness, and" whose g ratification  
would be in justice to the world.

Is the re  a  life beyond tho awful mys­
teries of dea th?  is the  all-absorbing 
question of sen tien t though t, und no th­
ing but facts will over answ er It to the 
conviction of reason und ro lled  ion. The 
evidence of facts m ust bo proven by the 
experience of the senses; no o th e r  w it­
nesses can tru th fu lly  testify  in tho case, 
and when th e  testim ony Is before the 
court of th e  hum an mind, th e  verd ic t 
will be as involuntary as a re  th e  m ove 
m ents of th e  h ea rt o r lungs. No spe­
cial pleading by faith  o r pettifogg ing  by 
hope will avail to chango tho decision of 
th a t g rea t tribunal. I t  is ce rta in  th a t 
a belief in sp ir it v isitations and m ani­
festations is a recorded fact of all ages, 
and among all people, and today so- 
called modern S piritualism  is perm eating  
all C hristian  organizations. In a covert 
way it  is whispered in m any a sermon 
from orthodox divines. C hurch mem­
bers secretly  visit th e  seauce-room und 
the re  find confirm atory evidence of the  
basic facts of all creeds. T he g re a t sen­
sational evungelist, Dr. Talm ago, in a 
recen t serm on, sjieaking of dea th , said;

“T he ap p aren t feeling of uneasiness 
and restlessness a t the  tim e of the 
C hristian 's d ep a rtu re  the  physicians say, 
is caused by no real d istress. I t  is an 
unconscious and involuntary movoment. 
and I th ink  In many cases i t  is th e  v is­
ion of heavenly gladness too g re a t for 
m ortal endurance. I t  is only heaven 
break ing  In on the dep artin g  sp irit. You 
see your works will be done and th e  
lim e for d ep a rtu re  will be a t  hand, and 
th e re  will be wings under you, and 
songs le t loose on the  a ir, and your old 
father and m other, gone for years, will 
descend into the  room, and your little  
ch ild ren , whom you pu t away for the  
last sleep years ago. will be a t  yoursiue, 
and th e ir  kiss will he on your foreheads, 
and you will see gardens in full bloom 
and the sw lnglng-upen of sh in in g  gates, 
and will hear voices long ago hushed. 
In many a C hristian  d ep a rtu re  th a t you 
have known and I have known th e re  
was in th e  phraseology of th e  d ep a rtin g  
ones som ething th u t Indicated th e  reap ­
pearance of those long deceased. I t  Is 
no delirium , no delusion, but a supernal 
fact. Your glorified loved ones will 
h ea r th a t you are about to come, and 
they will say in heaven, "  May I go 
down to show th a t soul the  way up? 
May I be th e  ce lestia l escort? May I 
w ait for th a t soul a t tho edge of the  
sillow?" And th e  Lord will say: "Y es. 
You may fly down on th a t mission." 
And I th in k  all your glorified kindred 
will come down, and they will 
be in th e  room, and a lthough  those in 
health  standing  around may h ea r  no 
voice and see n o arriv a l from tho heaven­
ly world, you will see and hear. And 
tne  m om ent th e  fllshy bond of the soul 
shall break, the  cry will be: "  Follow
me! Up th is  way! By th is  gilded 
cloud, apast those sta rs, s tra ig h t for 
home, s tra ig h t for glory."

These u tterances of Dr. Talm ago when 
shorn of th e ir  tinsel rheto ric  and gaudy 
verbiage, are a sim ple avowal of the  facte 
claim ed by S piritualists. They a sse r ta  
sp ir it life wherein tho sp irits  of those 
who have passed away have a knowledge 
of th e  events tran sp irin g  on ea rth . T h a t 
they rem em ber and love those who were 
dear to them  in th is  life, and th a t under 
certain  conditions they can re tu rn  to 
ea rth  w ith th e ir  consoling Influence, and 
acompany the  departing  soul to Its fu­
ture abode of supernal bliss. And when 
the tim e comes, as it surely w ill; when
the beautiful philosophy of S piritualism  
can he enunciated in ail th e  pulpits in 
the  land w ithout danger to tne tenure  
of "O th e llo 's  occupation," It will be the  
religion of th e  world. Then, and not 
until then will the  tru e  M illennium 
come. “ Then ahull dea th  be swallowed 
up In victory, and all tears wiped 
away from all faces." and all m ankind 
shall know " T h a t If a  man dies, ho shall 
live again."

Amt Unit Dentil la the crown of life:
Were dcsth *lenle*l, poor man would live In 
■■■vain.
Death wounds to cure; wc fall, we rise, * 

reign;
S p r in t  Irm n o u r fe tte rs , fa sten  to  th e  sk ies, 

W here liloom lng E dens o|>en oil o u r s ig h t;  
T he k ing  of te r ro rs  Is th e  p rince  o f pence.'

St. l ’uiil, (Minn.) Item s.
Frank T. Ripley, of Boston, tho well- 

known trance speaker und medium for 
platform testa, has an engagem ent with 
the S t. Paul Spiritual A lliance until 
M arch 1st. Hls lec tu resaro well attended 
anil a t the close of each lecture many 
public testa of tho presence of sp irit 
friends are given, and In nearly every 
cose recognized. Mr. Ripley U well 
employed, speaking in Mlnnun']>olls each 
Sunday morning to good houses, and tho 
uvenlngs of the sam eday fo rthe  Alliance 
In St. Paul; also holding a public test 
circle W ednesday evening of each week, 
for tho IxmelH of the Alliunce. Never 
In the history of St. Paul has there been 
■0 widespread an In terest manifested In 
Spiritualism  as a t tho present. T here 
aro two organized societies, the AUlanc 
und the Progressive Spiritualists, With 
well ullendod a t th e ir  Sunday m eetings; 
the la tte r W the younger society, hut has 
some lively workers. So we »ay: Good 
S p lrluspecd  them. M. T. C. F lo w er .

St. Paul, M inii.

K. W. Baldwin continues to lecture 
during December for tho Spiritim i Set 
eullfic Society of Liberal, Mo. He may 
be addressed for lecture engagem ents a t 
th a t place.

THE CROSS.
Its O rig in —Vast Antiquity.

A  P agan , N o t a  C h r i s t i a n  S y m b o l.

Ttirniiigli the* Vl»tn o l' Ago«, n 
o f  «lie O ltlr* t I*nlfli« III«'
W orn hl|>.

BY HUDSON TUTTLE.

In  th e  m useum  a t  C en tra l P a rk , Now 
Y ork, a re  a v a rie ty  of finely-preserved 
m um m ies of nobles and k ings. In some, 
not a  shred  of th e  sw ath ing  bandages 
w ith  which th e  bitum enized bodies were 
wrapped by consecrated hands has been 
displaced, and on th e  encrusted  surface, 
in b r ig h t colors, a re  tho h ie ro g ly p h s 
w hich record  the  legend of th e  dead. 
In o th e rs  th e  bandages have been sev­
ered , th a t  th e  em balm ed body m ay be 
seen in its  h o rrib le  defiance of decay 
T he E gyp tian  god had told them  in his 
revealed  word, th e ir  sacred book, th a t  if 
th e  body was preserved , a t  tho  end of a 
thousand years the  s p ir it  would be a l­
lowed to re tu rn  and re in carn a te  Itself. 
F ive tim es one thousand years have 
gone, and th e  poor m umm y rem ains to 
awaken the  cu riosity  of an o th er race, 
w hile h is own people and th e ir  gods a re  
dead and d rifted  beneath  th e  d e se rt 
sands. No one sensitive  to th e  influ­
ences th a t  cling  to th e  relics of th e  past, 
can rem ain  in  th a t  presence unaffected. 
T he m eaning of th e  h ierog lyphs m ay 
not be read , b u t th e  eye catches the  
over-present and oft-repeated  C r o s s , as 
th e  one talism anio  sign of im m ortality . 
T here  i t  is, engraved  on th e  m umm y 
case th re e  thousand years a t  least before 
our era , w ith  a m eaning m ore exa lted  
th an  th a t  g iven  it  by the  presen t. I t  is 
depicted alone, o r hold in the  hand of 
the escaping sp ir it. Tho E gyptian  gods 
aro represen ted  holding it  in th e ir  
hands as em blem atic of th e ir  procreative 
power. O siris has a  cross on h ls b reast, 
k re p h  aci% ss from shou lder to  hip. T he 
symbol descended to G reeoe and Rome. 
Ju p ite r  has a  horn w ith  a cross; Venus a 
c irc le  w ith  a cross; th e  Em peror A u­
gustus symbolized victory by a cross 
placed on a globe. I t  is seen on some of 
th e  most ancion t cones, and in tho  far 
N orth  th e  L ap landers m arked w ith 
blood a cross on th e ir  idols. I t  is also 
found on Runic m onumonts. T h is  is 
identical w ith tho  o rb  and cross of the  
C atholic tia ra . Thu eso teric m eaning 
of tho orb is th e  prim eval egg; the  em ­
blem of th e  fem ale princip les, which, 
vivified by tho  masculine, symbolized 
by the  cross, gave orig in , as was be­
lieved, to all created  th ings.

Tho cross found on th e  mummy-cases, 
on tho  tem ple wnllB, o r In the hands of 
th e  gods, is tho E gyptian  form, which 
rep resen ts the le tte r  (an, above whioh is 
an oval.

T h is  had a m ore com plex m eaning 
than  Is now given to tho cross of C hrist, 
for it symbolized two d is tin c t yet 
united m ale and female p rincip les seen 
in all living beings, and in all tne  forces 
of th e  m aterial and sp iritua l worlds.

T he oval was the halo or aureole rep ­
resented around tho  head of Isis, th e  
" V irg in  m other." " T h o  Queen of 
H eaven," expressive of h e r crcatlvo  
function, and transferred  by C hristians 
to  tho  " V irg in  M ary,” o r  rather, Isis; 
she became tn e  worshiped m other. T he 
cross was a  convenient representation  of 
tho tr in ity , a t  llrs td raw n  true  to nature, 
as may bo seen on tho  walls of tho rook 
temples of Hindustan, whoro tho record 
of th is early  ndoratlon of tho  m ysterious 
processes of croutlon are  preserved.

P la to  says th a t " T h o  Son of God wo* 
im pressed on the  univorso In tho shape 
of the le tte r  X ."

Linnasus, in  h ls  "  O ctavius." address­
ing tho Romans, Bays:

"  Your victorious trophies not only 
represen t u single cross, hut a cross 
with a man on it. . , . Not a jug  was 
erected hut exh ib its the sign of tho 
cross; and when a tru e  w orshiper 
adores tho tru e  God w ith hands ex ­
tended he makes tho same figure. Thus 
you soo th a t tho sign of tho cross has 
some foundation In nature, or 111 your 
own religion, nnd therefore ought not to 
bo objected to In C hristian ity ."

T he jiugun temples were b u ilt in the 
form of the cross. Tho Druids placed 
th e ir  u p rig h t stones In the form of a 
circle and cross.

Tho St. Andrew’s cross represents the  
angle of J.l) degrees of the equinox; 
sometimes has a lamb on U with five 
bleeding wounds. A Phw nlctun medal, 
found a t Cllitinu, of g rea t an tiquity , has 
the same stylo of cross, bearing a rosary 
and lamb. The cross was an emblem «if 
sim ilar significance among the Incas 
and Aztecs.

From  allusions m ade by tho  ev an g el­
ists and th e  testim ony of the  ch u rch  
fathers, th e  ea rly  C hristian s, th a t  Is the  
pagans, who w ere slowly being modified 
by th e  grow ing  faith , worshiped C h ris t 
under th e  various symbols of th e  se r­
pent, fish, lam b, and as a crucified man. 
T here  was no uniform ity  un til tho  Coun­
cil of C onstantinople in IWI, w hich In its 
*'Jd canon decreed th u t th e re a f te rC h rls t  
should be rep resen ted  us a man crucified. 
T h e  grow th  of th is  sym bolism  is proof 
sufficient th a t  a lite ra l crucifixion is 
unsupportuble.

H ere, in th is  wonderful realm  of 
m yths, often conflicting because a ris ing  
from  d iffe ren t views o r Im pressions, In 
volving th e  so la r m yths w ith  those of 
p rocrea tion , wo pas« beyond th e  h isto ric  
relig ions in to  th e  realm  of nuluru  wor 
sh ip , and m eet a relig ion  w hich, though 
d im ly  defined, is the  source from  w hich 
all o th e rs  have derived  th u lr  m yths und 
dogm as. T h is  is th e  P h a llic  w orship, 
w hich adores th e  c re a tiv e  princip le, 
w h e th e r  m anifested in  th e  sun, in 
m aking  tho  ”  m o ther e a r th  " fru itfu l; In 
man. o r tho  anim al w orld. T h e  nom en­
c la tu re  of th is  w orship  is so p e rsis ten t 
th a t  It rem ains in tho  la tes t form s of 
th o u g h t and relig ion.

T h e  C h ris tian  m issionaries to  India, 
w orsh ip ing  in blissful ignorance th e  
sam e em blem  in its conventional form, 
were horrified  by seeing th e  pagan H in­
doo w orship  the  sume In its  l ite ra l ex ­
pression. Had they  visited  th e  T em ple 
of Solomon In its  g lo ry ,th ey  would have 
seen th e  two P h a llic 'c o lu m n s  s tand ing  
in its  porch, carved like  those of th e  
Hindoos, so tru e  to  n a tu re  th e ir  signifi­
cance could no t have been m istaken.

H ere  In th is  d im  tw ilig h t of faith , 
when men saw th e  phenom ena of natu re  
w ith  th e  eyes of childhood, and reasoned 
and im agined as ch ild ren , is m et th e  
cross w ith th e  fig-leaves, rep resen tin g  it 
as the  T ree  of Life, and around its  up­
r ig h t  stem  is tw ined th e  se rpen t, 
s tra n g e s t of liv ing  beings, ca rry in g  life 
and d ea th  in its  fangs. On th is  subject, 
delicacy, c reated  by education , forbids 
m ore th an  allusion. T h is  refined age 
looks upon tho  processes of generation  
and creation  q u ite  d iffe ren tly  from  th a t  
p rim eval cu lt th a t  bowed rev e ren tly  be­
fore its  m ysteries.

T h e  cross as an In strum en t of to r tu re  
bad  no connection a t  th is  ea rly  tim e 
w ith  th e  sym bol, and th e re  is probabil­
ity  th a t  th e  confounding of these  con­
flicting views was th e  resu lt of th e  igno-

llnk , and th e reb y  support th is  «.-sump­
tion.

T h e  study of th e  sub ject has been 
mode m ore difficult, bu t the  dujs-ndence 
is s till apparen t.

Fauslus, a M arlchoean bishop, ad ­
d ressing  S a in t A ugustine, says: “ You 
have Hubstltuted your agapue for the  
sacrifices of th e  pagans: and for th e ir  
idols your m artyr» , whom you serve 
w ith tne  sam e honors: you a p p o s e  the  
shades of th e  dead w ith  wine ou tpu ts; 
you ce leb ra te  the  solemn festivals of the 
G entiles, th e ir  calends and solstices; 
and as for th e ir  m anners, these you re ­
ta in  am ong you w ithout a lte ra tio n . 
N oth ing  d istingu ishes you from the  
G entiles except your assem bling a p a rt 
from th em .”

Column, tow er, m in a re t and obelisk— 
all have one m eaning, m ore o r less con­
cealed by th e  requ irem en ts  of a rch itec ­
tu re . T h e  steep le is a  modified cross. 
If its significance is sough t afte r, th e re  
it will be found. W hen  i t  is seen a r is ­
ing  above th e  g reen  shade of th e  village, 
it forms a pleasing object in th e  land­
scape. Beyond, on the  h illside, m arble 
shafts  and obelisks m ark  th e  g raves of 
th e  dead. To th e  bu ilders and carvers 
th e  eso teric  m eaning Is unknown, and 
p ride  and van ity  aro  th e  supposed mo­
tives w hich often m ake th e  steep le more 
costly  th an  th e  ch u rch  it  tow ers above. 
T h e  a c tu a tin g  m otive is th e  h e re d lta ry  
bl&s descended from  th e  p rim itive  re ­
ligions, under w hich, a t  th e  sacrifice of 
untold w ealth , th e  steep le ascends from 
every  ch u rc h ; the  shaft of th e  cross, 
often su rm oun ting  a  dom e em blem  
of th e  fem inine, above which th e  cross is 
e leva ted . D irectly  sta ted , th e  asp irin g  
steeple connected w ith th e  “  House of 
G od," has a purely  P hallic  m eaning— 
" T h e  C rea to r ."  tho  " J u s t  I A m ."

T h e devout m aiden may blu»h to  h ea r 
th a t th e  diam ond cross she w ears on h e r  
b reast is a d isgu ised  form of tho  em blem  
E gyptian  ladies wore five thousand 
years ago; rev e ren tly  kissed by S yrian  
m atrons, and ca rrie d  in procession by 
th e  women of H industan.

If  th e  cross was thus boldly ap p ro p ri­
a ted , form s and cerem onies were bodily 
tran sfe rred . T he " v i rg in  m o th e r"  is 
th e  goddess Isis, and h e r  im m aculate 
in fan t th e  child  H orus, "B lessed  B abe," 
and " S a v io r " o f  th e  N ile. T h e  nam e 
M adonna is an exact transla tion  of th e  
S an sk rit Isi. T h e  lotus has become the  
lily ; th e  ch a rm in g  sis trone has been 
rep laced by th e  clang ing  bell: th e

ranee of th e  e a r lie r  cen tu ries  of th e  I h ig h  cap  and hooked staff of the  
ch u rch . T h e  p rim itiv e  C h ris tian s  for- E gyp tian  god has become th e  bishop's 
tified them selves by th e  sign  of the  m itre  and crosier; the  celibate monies 
cross, w hich they  used in th e  m ost com- and nuns th e  la t te r  a purely  E gyptian 
mon occurrences of life as a  panacea word), ded icated  to th e  P h a llic  w orship,

□es. In have been transfe rred  to th e  " V irg inag a in s t acciden ts and m isfortunes 
th is  th ey  w ere ac tua ted  by th e  old su­
perstitions, for th e  new dogm as of th e  
cross had not taken  form ; nence I t will 
be understood th a t  C onstan tine, when 
he adopted th e  cross as a s tan d ard , was 
not th e  d a rin g  fana tic  h e  has been rep ­
resen ted , bu t w ith  c lea r in s ig h t saw th e  
im portance of transfo rm ing  th e  pagan 
symbol in to  tho  ensign of th e  Now R e­
ligion. On th e  eve of a  g re a t battle , 
w hich would decide h is  fate, he oppor­
tunely  dream ed th a t  ho saw th e  flaming 
cross in th e  heavens, and was told th a t

transfe rred  to th e  "  VirgL 
and Son:” th e  e re c t oval, type of th e  fe­
m ale princip le, becam e the aureole, or, 
ra th e r, th e  aureo le itself was tra n s ­
ferred , w ith th e  head of Isis, m o ther of 
H orus, to  M ary, m o ther of Jesus. Evea 
th e  sacred  vessels of th e  |>agan m yste­
ries  becam e those of tho  holy com m un­
ion. T h e  em blem  of t h e " fish, held 
sacred  by E gyptians and A ssyrians for 
its supposed ero tic  qualities, was ac­
cepted , and because th e  pagans a te  fish 
on F riday , a  day consecrated  to Venus, 
th e  day and th e  d ie t were adopted.

if he accepted th e  sign and inscribed it  W hen  th e  p riests  assisted in  the  wor- 
on th e  sh ie lds of h ls sold iers lie would sh ip  of th e  goddess M ary displaced, 
conquer. I t was ra re  policy of a ralli- they  p u t on fem inine a t tire , and hence 
ta ry  com m ander, and excited  the  cour- th e  chem tse and p riestly  robes. Tho 
age of h is soldiers to  such a  deg ree  th a t tonsured bead was adopted from th e  
victory was assured. | E gyp tian  p riests . T h e  sacred  days of

the’ chu rch  a re  all pa^ran, and not only 
the  garm en ts  of th e  priests, but th e  em ­
blems of th e ir  office, staff, m itre , 
crosier, etc. T h e  gods received new

The Church No Safeguard Against 
Suicide-

T he pagan sym bol of c rea tiv e  power, 
w ith a new m eaning, becam e th e  s tan d ­
a rd  around w hich rallied  th e  legions of 
tho  E m peror of th e  Roman w orld. T h ere
was no bleeding S avior on i t  theu. I t  | nam es and becam e saints, 
was bu t a step  to  nu t Jesus in place of 
the  sorpent, th e  fish or the  lamb, for all 
rep resen ted  th e  sam e though t, renewal 
of life, resu rrection , im m orta lity . The 
In troduction  of th e  "S a v io r  w ith  five 
wounds," nailed to the  cross, was p roba­
bly the  work of tho pain ters, who de­
ligh ted  to m ake the scene as ho rrib le  as 
jiossible. and heigh ten  the  effect.

Tho evnngelists, in th e ir  n arra tio n s of 
the  crucifixion, do not m ention th e  nails.
W hen  Luke speaks of th e  crucifixion In 
the  A cts he says: " J e su s , whom ve 
slow, and hanged on a tre e ,"  ev iden tly  
having no o th e r idea of tho crucifixion

I t  seem s th a t  th e  chu rch  is no safe­
guard  aga inst suicide o ran y  o th e r  crim e. 
It appears th a t tho  Rev E zra M arsh 
B oring. D. I)., one of theo ldest m inisters 
of th e  Rock R iver Conference of the 
M ethodist church , and one who had 
served his ch u rch  long aud acceptably, 
a few days ago cam e to hls d ea th  by hls 
own hand, in Evanston. Dr. Boring had 
been in poor h ea lth  nearly  a year, and 

failing s tren g th , to g e th er with„ . ----------- .h l s  falling s tren g th , to g e th er -------
than  th a t  It was perform ed in  the usual bronchial and h e a r t troubles, began to  
m annor; not by nailing  th e  victim  to show on hls mind four m onths ago, ju st 
the  tree , but by ty ing  him  w ith ropes, as like m aladies do on sinful m ortals.

D uring tho sum m er he was poisoned by 
an ivy-vine, and th e  trouble from th a t

leaving him  to perish  by hunger, th irs t 
nnd exposure. Hod such crucifixion 
taken  place, tho unusual and m ore h o rri­
ble m anner of na iling  instead of ty ing  
could not bnvo possibly escaped mention.

It becomes a question of doubt 
w hether th e re  was a Jesus crucified, nnd 
by the ohnm pionship of C onstantine, 
blended w ith  tho  old fnlth, o r w hether 
tills p reva len t belief did not express I t­
self in cenorele form and by tho m anipu­
lations of St. l ’aul and the early  
"  fa th e rs "  grow Into the system  known 
a* C hristian ity , T here  mny have boon 
u Jesus Infatuated w ith tho prevalen t 
expectation of M essiah, around whom 
the m yths of th e  c \ange lica l narrations 
gntliurod, hut tho Jesus of C hristian ity  
could never have existed , for he Is the 
ideal of a h ig h e r and m ore noble c iv il­
ization. T h ere  a rc  a »core or more of 
o th e r Saviors, whoso existence Is os well 
substantiated , the narra tives of whoso 
live* run In such pnrollol courses, th a t 
they differ mainly In tho iiatno of the 
"  Holy One." T here Is the sam e mlraeu- 
lou* b irth , by a god futher and virgin 
m other, the same m iraculous deeds of 
prowess over tho forces of naturo, tho 
same m artyrdom  a t tho  close. They are 
nil e ith e r  hl»l**rlc o r m yths in whloli 
tho older P lialllo  faith  and solar 
worship have become litoral to au age 
Ignorant of th e ir  origin.

It is custom ary to regard  the Chris-1 
Hun religion ns wholly d istinct from the

poisoning ul*o had Its effect Though a  
m in iste r of th e  gospel, and a most excel­
len t man. the  Ivy-vino had no more 
respect for him  than  others. Four wooks 
ago hls insanity  began to  take a  more 
violent tu rn , an ho began to show signs 
of wanting to  m ake away w ith himself. 
In his calm er und more rational mo­
m ents Dr. Boring begged to  he taken to 
au asylum, but h is son, C. O. Boring, 
and h isd au g h te r. Mr*. June« with whom 
ho was living, were not w illing th a t th u lr  
father, who had passed hls TMh year, 
should leave th e ir  homo If It were poa- 
slblo for him  tostny , and so they watched 
him  carefully.

Thus It Is—ovory m ortal Is su ’vj- c t to 
n n tu ra llaw . T here  Is no escu|s* ihero- 
froni. Each one, loo, Is saved by laws 
equally as natu ra l. T here  Is no royal 
road to  any heaven. ANTI-SCICtDB.

Y ou So© It!
Yes, you see a New Revelation in 

new spaper en terp rise  th is week. It 
costs you nothing. Wo don't ask you to 
purchase an old mule, an old horse, or a 
sowing m achine, in o rder to  ge t T h e  
P r o g r e s s iv e  T h in k er . It recom­
mends Itself w ithout a chrotno. Wo 
entice you to subscribe for T uk P ro­
gressive  T hinker  on i u  m e r i t s  
alone! I t will do for pa|>cr* in th e ir  
dotage or decline to offer prem ium s

preceding paganism , and the priesthood | ñot for th is young paper, with so much 
bave sought to destroy every connecting I pure, rich blood!
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SPIRIT PROPHECY.

T lii' C ath olic  P o lir ) a t  V iew ed  troni 
.Spirit M io

I 'u r li ' iu  . l |ip r a r « n v r  of 11 
a n il C al

riunitoli' Illnl

A* I have read your paper and noticed oer- 
tnin item*, I have wondered if I should not 
add a llllle of my testimony on them 

ABOUT SPIRIT I-UOPIIECY.
It mis .lime, 1857, id Peru, 111., where I 

resided then, (lull it traveling healing medium, 
and occasional (muoo speaker, said nt a se- 
nnee and also in a public address: “  In three 
years and six months there will commence 
in these I'uitod Stale* one of the greatest
revolutions of Urn world," etc.

I ipioslloued, and he answered: “ II will
be Urst for civil freedom, there will lie great 
armies and bloodshed, nod all will he made 
free. The war will go Into the churches, and 
there will lie great commotion and religious 
freedom will be established.

••Then freedom and equality ill everything, 
and women will take part In the new govern­
ment. "

abort catholic roLirr.
At a seance In LaSalle, about lSfiti, the 

medium, a Indv since well known, stated her 
vision of a Catholic ptiest, in full regalia, 
ami read from golden letters In the air,
Bishop Hughes, and said for him (with some 
leading quostlona); • 'There is going to lie
great commotion on rellgiou io this country, 
and persecution, and struggle for power, and 
I fear there will be bloodshed in some parts 
The old, strong sectarians will join with the 
Catholics, ami the libornllsts and agnostics 
will join with the Spiritualists. The former 
will succeed at the first, and Spiritualism will 
be dead for n time; hut after three day* and 
three night« the good angel will roll away the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre, and 
Spiritualism will come forth bright, strong 
and l>eautlful, and will march on to conquest"

And again “The Pope is losing ground 
m his own country, and he contemplates re 
tuoviug his seat of government to the 
Coiled States. On questioning he said:
• I think it will be in the life time of Pins IX.
It is not determined yet where he will make 
iiisscatof power, Imt probably St. Louis. " 

no THBV nAVr. ANIMALS IN SPIRIt-Llt'E.
In 1870 my family resided at Peru, but 1 

was absent a great deal in Chicago. My 
daughter of five years sickened and died.
She had a cat and a bird. After the funeral 
I returned to my olllce In Chicago and very 
soon went to a medium that had an Indian 
control The child was presented and also a 
cat, and identity well made out. 1 sup­
posed the showing of that cat was made to 
increase the proof as to the child. On getting 
home I remarked, the circumstance to my 
wife. She said poor Torn was dead now—that 
he came in after the funeral, looked all around 
as if something was lost, wont out and did 
not return His dead body was found the 
next day in a neighbor’s bam.

On returning to Chicago I went again to 
the medium. Both were present as before.
Sow observe, Mr. Editor, Unit this occurrence 
was before the suggestion was ever made to 
me that animal souls were continued in after 
life, and my wonderment was very great 
So I questioned what it meant, for the cat was 
dead. Then the control said (the medium 
was perfectly unconscious): “ No, Chief, cat
no dead; little one love cat much; cat love 
little one heap much; so when little one come, 
cat come too." etc.

The eat continued to tie presented until 
another event occurred, which was this;
About a year afterward, though the bird was 
kept with the greatest care, a villainous stray 
wild cat crept Into the bouse at mid day, got 
at the cage, tore it open, and in a moment 
destroyed the pet singer. Now. then, was it 
destroyed? Soon after this l chanced to see 
this medium again, and this bird was pre­
sented with the spirit-child, hut not the ca t 
The control said the little one wanted the bird, 
and so it came. And on the question being 
asked, Where is the cal? said; “ Me don't 
know. The little one liked the bird most, 
and it come; then did not want the c a t so the 
cat come no more.1 I could not get an opto* 
ion whether the cat still lived on, nor could 
get an admission thatthe spirits took any part 
in the death of either cat or bird.

WA* LINCOLN A SPIRITUALIST?
(luring the war I became informed in vari­

ous ways that he had knowledge of spirit- 
inelbods, hut heard ns well that he was non­
committal in language. 8uch sayings have 
not ceased since. It wav not a startling 
tiling, therefore, when you propounded that 
question, and perhaps gave an allirmativc 
answer in yonr pa|tcr; and there Is one inci­
dent along that tine that I think worthy of 
public record. A few weeks niter your article 
was published the Sunday Tribune announc'd 
a new volume on the subject That forenoon 
i went to the spiritual meeting at Arlington 
Hall. A gentleman in the full trance state 
louc who could not t>o accused of speaking 
consciously on such a subject a* be did) said, 
in n clumsy way, that Lincoln was there and 
'"■mod to want to say something on the ques­
tion if he was a 'Spiritualist Some said 
forthwith “ Yes, that was in Fnuici»’ psper," 
but no respmse; but l »aid “ It is in this 
inoiuing x TViisne," when the gentleman 
mode for me, and we hail a »hake. Then I 
•old; “ If you are Lincoln, let u* hear from 
you; what do you say?" Answer; “ Yes, 1 
was ’ Now, Uio dynamo gave oat, or the 
press of other matter broke tin chain. Sub- 
-oqiicntiy another median), clairvoyant ami 
‘inspirational, »aid he saw and heard the name, 
and that Douglas attended.

The next .Sunday 1 was there too, and the 
latter gentleman said that he saw Lincoln 
there (attended by Senator Sumner), who said:
“ Tell the Judge that 1 was a Spiritualist, and 
hail mediums at the White House and at 
ticorgetown: that I received »pint-counsel as 
to all the great moves of the war, tho removal I and enlarged, 
of McClellan, as to calling Gen. Grant to I cents.

the East and to the chief eommnnd, and 
to issuing tho Proclamation, and oomo other 
thing* 1 do not remem her."

Now, Mr. Editor, to u* who are well- 
grounded on our experiences, it nmUors not 
If Lincoln wore a Spiritualist or not hut to 
many it will go n great ways towards en­
nobling Spiritualism. Ilut how much more 
if they can see beyond ami above him 

TIIR Oil RAT SPIRITUAL CONORRSS.
While writing, it occurs to me, Mr Editor, 

that 1 wish to give a brief message to the 
world (and I don’t know of a hotter way than 
through your expansive sheet) before I pass 
on, especially to the Christian world, and 
about like this It is distasteful to pul into 
print family names and family affairs, and 
hence I have not thus displayed my spiritual 
demonstrations amt experiences, but have 
chosen rather to discuss principles; and will 
therefore« any now, once for nil, that my wife 
ami children mid friends that have gone lie- 
fore each and all, (of course, assisted by 
others) have given me more- of knowledge of 
spirit-life and its conditions; more of faith 
nud consolation, than wlmt Je*us could give 
his disciples, by bis resurrection and bestowal 
of bis presence upon them, and far more than 
Ids disciples of this day can reasonably say 
that they receive from that remote history.

E h m u n p  S . U o liiiio o k .
Chicago. III.

HYPNOTIC INFLUENCES.
An Evening with Dr, Sixtus.

I chief according to direction, and, with affected 
unconcetti »trolled into an adjoining room ami
hid i t

A CHILD IS MAI'S To UCt.IRVR AMMONIA IS COL- 
OHNE— A WHOLE CLASS HYI-XOTIZRD— MADE 
TO CALL AT A CERTAIN HOUSE NEXT IIAV.

• E N D  O K A  W A S P .’

To the Editor:—1 nut highly Interested in 
hypnotism, and am Indebted u* that bright 
new dully, the Chicago Prtit, for the following 
report and illustrations, i t  will be read wltli 
deep interest by your patrons, for these ex­
periments always afford food for thought. Hut 
to the report:

Ridurti a young man of a trillo more than 
medium height, muscular, well.balanced fig­
ure; head well-set, and with clcnu-cul, hand­
some features; a high, wide aweep of intellec­
tual forehead; dark-brown hair and eyes that 
Can Idiote with fire or be tut soft mid limpid as 
a gill's That Is Carl Sixtus.

Dr Sixtus, who early made a study of hyp
notista, astonished the students and scientists

In d e p e n d en t S la te  w r it in g  - S tr o n g  P r o o f  
o f  Id e n tity .

While attending one of the annual camp 
meetings at Cassiniuga, I went to 1* L. (). A. 
Keeler (by appointment) for an independent 
slate-writing. While seated on the opposite 
side of a wide table from the medium, writing 
uiy iutcrogatories, it occurred to me (ou the 
spur of the moment) to ask Josh Hillings for 
a message characteristic of his style of compo- 
sitlon and spelling. Heforo I had the inter­
rogatory half written, Mr. Keeler became vio­
lently agitated and semi-entranced, his face 
turned upward, and looking to the ceiling be 
exclaimed: “ I was an educated man; if I did
not spell right, I spelled wrong to make mon­
ey; others spell right to make money." He 
then assumed bis normal condition and looked 
towards me with the query: “ What does that 
mean?" I replied “ 1 kuow the meaning," and 
went on and finished writing tho pellet. Mr. 
Keeler could not possibly have known to 
whom I addressed that or any other of my 
half-dozen pellets. We then put a clean pair 
of slates together, tying my handkerchief 
around them, aud each takiug hold of op- 
|K>site sides, we held them about six inches 
above the table. Iu a moment the writing 
was done. On opening the slates the follow­
ing entitled message was found thereon, and 
by tho way It is the only slate writing message 
that I have ever known to have a title to it.
I give it verbatim:

•‘THE LAST END."
“  I think the best thing tu du ir. tu buy a 

good-sized wasp, and let him experiment on 
the slates. Huy a good mail wun, and he will 
be frisky. lie can get over more ground with 
hiz lust end than haf a duzen do in spirit. 
We have no last end, but a wasp linz. and it 
can be very forcibly demonstrated tu any wun 
by siircbiug about for it with yur ungloved 
hand. This proves that wile we have no end. 
a wasp sertainly haz a good wun. Your feller 
mule, •< Joan  B illings."

Does not the above message not only fully 
identify the person, but actually prove bis 
presence? If not, I can see no proof they can 
give other than showing themselves to us.

Oil City, Pa. W. J.I.NNIS.

iiRi.ir.vEs iiiusRi.r a ciurrLR.
None of the subjects could give any con­

nected statement of wlmt they bud done while
in the hypnotic state.

Again one of them wits subjected to the
hypnotic influence.

“ To-inorrow nt 2 o’clock," said Dr. Sixtu», 
“you will call nt this house, take a sent be­
tween two persons—who were named—and 
fall asleep. You can be uwakened only by 
these two men reaching over you and shaking 
hands.

It may be said here Hint the proceeding 
was exactly as indicated. A t tbo appointed 
hour the young man, who had never been at 
the house until the night licforc, walked iu

THE BOOK OF JUDGMENT.
It I* B eing  O pened In Ohio.

E ditor Progressive T hinker :—When you 
opened your Book of Judgment this summer I the young men wore thrown into
the thought struck me to make a scrap-book 
solely of ncw$pa|>cr clippings concerning the 
waywardness of preachers nnd church mein 
hors. As it was rather late in the season I 
had access to but few papers for material, bill 
succeeded in getting a resume of every month i 
up to October, nnd since then have had more , 
papers to examine. 1 have not found a single ! 
paragraph ex|K*sing any Spiritualist, but 1 find 
many paragraphs giving particulars of minis­
ters of the gospel who wore arrested, tried nud 
sentence passed upon, for the following high 
crime* and misdemeanore • Abortion, adul­
tery, arson, drunkenness, etuhezzlemcut. for­
gery, fornication. Incest, lying, murder (of 
various kinds), perjury, rn|s-, rioting, slander, 
sodomy, and theft aud all manner of bigotry, 
crankiness nnd heresy Thus the ten com­
mandment* an- nm against and jammed out of 
all *!iupc by the very men who ought to more 
firmly and clearly impress them upon the 
minds ol their follower*. Hut what else 
Could be expeelr-d of such people, who sling 
anathema mnrennthas at you when you fail to 
agree with thorn that Moses was tin.- meekest 
man who ever breathed; Hint Solomon was 
the most virtuous of men ; that Job win of all 
men the most patient; that Ezekiel was a 
promineul baker In Israel; that Abraham was 
the Godllcst obi rake in the world that Lot 
was so righteous It was n wonder he died ; Hint 
it is nothing remnrkuhlc Unit Hie nrUiodox re­
ligion was founded on a dream, or that 1‘uul 
wns mistaken when he thought it no sin to 
lie for the glory of God, or that S t John was 
crazy when lie wrote his Revelation. I intend 
keeping another Book of Judgment next year, 
anil will again report to you nt the eml of the 
year. U . CL PlOLEV,

Drjianee, O b a

THOUGHT IT SUE! LEU SWEKTLV,
of Europe with the display of his (lowers. 
For the last two and a half years he has been 
a resident of tho United States, aud for 
twelve months or more ha* lived In Chicago, 
being now loented at No. 179 La Salle avenue.

He has given several exhibitions of bis 
powera iu tills city. One of the most Inter­
esting, particularly iu its after-results, was nt 
the home of n North Shier a few days ago.

There wore twenty or more people present. 
As a preliminary proceeding, ench person who 
was willing to subject hiinself to tho hypnotic 
force was given a circular disk of polished 
zinc, with a center of copper. Tho disks 
were possibly two inches in circumference, 
and the candidates for hypnosis, sixteen in 
number, were told to bold them in the palms of 
their hands, nnd look at them intently for ten 
minutes. Ten minutes is a long time. In 
less than five, six persons gave unmistakable 
evidences of an abnormal mental condition. 
Three young men nud a girl of perhaps four­
teen years were sent into a hypnotic sleep, 
from which they drifted Into the somnambu­
listic state. The only experiment of interest 
iu which Hie girl was a participant consisted 
of a suggestion by Dr. Sixtus that a phial of 
ammonia contained perfumery. The bottle 
was held beneath the girl’s nose, and as she 
became conscious of the presence of the am­
monia, she expressed the livelicstgratification. 
As a matter of fact the fumes would almost 
cause a brazen image to shed tears. At the 
request of the child's parents she was relieved 
of the influence, and remained a spectator of 
the ensuing incidents.

The three young men as subjects were all 
that a hypSotist could wish. When aroused 

! from their lethargy they obeyed Hie slightest 
! suggestion of Dr. Sixtus as if they were au­
tomatons of which he held the controlling 
strings.

After twenty minutes or more, during which
cataleptic

conditions and made U) act under all manner

{-jr- Yes, »end on the quarter* if you don’t 
have the dollar to spare, or get four to unite 
with you, nnd send a dollar bill it will i-omo 
safely. A quarter will come safely if partly 
imbedded in a card and neenre-d there, i t  is 
an easy matter to send three dimes, if you 
choose to do so. Tbo paper, greatly Improved 

Is uow sent 13 w e ek s  for 25

A CATALEPTIC tIAXIi. 
of hallucination», I)r. Sixtus entered 
»erica of supreme test* of hi* art. To one of 
hi* subject« bo said sharply nnd distinctly 
“ Five minutes nfler you awaken, go to tbo 
piano and sing -Die Lorelei.’’’

To the second lie said: "Willie your 
friend is singing, steal his hau Ikervhief from 
his pocket and hide i t  Don't let any one 
*ec you do iL ”

Tho third wo* informed that precisely ten 
ini mile* after III* was awakened hi* right band 
would close with cramp nud lie could not apen 
it  The suggestions were repealed to em-h 
three times, and wlHi a few passes of his 
bunds nnd n peremptory command they were 
aroused

Tho conversation was general for a time, 
several persons, umdtocrved of the subject«, 
holding watches Exactly at the elapse of tho 
five minutes the musician, with a request that 
ho bo pardoned for interrupting tho talk, 
walked over to tho piano and began:

“ Ieb welts uli-ht was solles bedouten,” to 
Ills own acoompalnmenl. Then tho sneak- 
thiof sauntered over and, backing up against 
bis friend, scientifically nipped Uio handker-

TELL1X0 OF THE ABSENT, 

like a member of the family aud, speaking to 
the five or six memliers of the last night s 
party, sat down between tho men os directed. 
All ordinary methods, such as loud calls and 
violent shakings, had no effect, he slumbered 
on with remarkable persistence. Then the 
two to whom Dr. Sixtus had transferred the 
controlling power clasped hands over the 
sleeping man ami he at once awoke. He was 
much surprised upon learning where he was 
He had uo recollection of what had passed 
after 1 o'clock. About that time he felt a 
slight dizziness, which wns succeeded by all 
absence of consciousness.

To return to the parlor experiments. Dr. 
Sixtus’ culminating effort was phenomeual. 
He created a physiological paradox. One of 
the subjects was placed in a lethargic con­
dition and his pulse and temperature was 
taken. With his hand resting upon the young 
man's head, Dr. Sixtus said:

“ I wish your temperature to foil and your 
pulsations increase. ” Within four minutes 
the jiulsc had increased in rapidity from 95 to 
120 heats to the miuute. An application of 
the thermometer show«! that the physical 
tem|>erature showed a decrease of 2.2 degrees, 
having fallen from 98 to 9(1,8 degrees. Then 
the action was re versed. The pulse was low­
ered to 80 beats nnd the temperature sent to 
101 degrees.

Then followed several experiments in which 
the power of the hypnotist to transfer the con­
trol of the subject to another person was 
demonstrated.

The series was concluded by Dr. Sixtus 
obliterating from the memory ot one of Hie 
subjects all recollection of the events of the 
evening. “ You have had a pleasant evening,"  
said the hypnotist, “hut beyond remembering 
that fact, you will Ik- unable to recall any­
thing that ha* transpired." Although repeat­
edly questioned that night nnd on subsequent 
days, the subject can recall nothing; not even 
the place where he spent the evening A few 
days Inter Dr. Sixtus gave an exhibition of 
clairvoyance A young lady was thrown into 
a somnambulistic state, and ill this condition 

(gave detailed accounts of the doings of ab- 
upou a jK-raon« and description» of (dace* she

Imd never seen.
Some of her description* of places, par­

ticularly those wherewith any of her auditors 
were familiar, were tolerably correct

Reply lug to nti inquiry, Dr. Sixtus »aid 
“ Is It iHMsIhle for persons in hypnosis to 
project their minds into the future and fore­
cast coming evenl*?"' “ I hardly tliiuk so. 
With persons of particularly delicate or sen­
sitive nervous organizations 1 have produced 
extremely interesting phenomena in this be­
half, but notiiing Hint concludes me Hint with 
hypnotism In its present crude state any valu­
able re-oil* in Hie line of prophecy can be 
obtained Tliono will come, if at all, with 
Hie future development o f Hie science. Any 
subject may be made to tell what will happen 
in the future—-that is, what he thinks will 
hnp|H'n, but tho correctne** of the predictions 
is quite another thing Clairvoyance, to my 
notion, much resemble* dreaming. The con­
dition la, In fact, suggested dreaming There 
are instance* recorded of dream* which proved 
to be veritable prophetic vUious So, loo, a

clairvoyant's visions may be verified by late* 
events."

“ To what is the blind, unquestioning obe­
dience of your subjects duo?”

“To the fact that they arc under my control, 
body, sou) and mind. Iu complete hypnosis 
the subject is a perfect mental and physical 
automaton.

“ I recognize three degree* or conditions 
In the hypnotic sta te ,"  continued Dr. Sixtus; 
“ these tire the lethargic, somnambulistic and 
cataleptic. The lethargy is first produced, 
then either of the others nt will. Hypnotists 
whose instincts nrc purely commercial, claim 
that they are able to cure all manner of dis­
eases by the exercise of their powers. Or. 
ganlc diseases cannot he cured by incans of 
hypnotism. A disordered tissue will not re­
generate itself in obedience to command. I 
might, for instance, make a crippled patient 
believe that bis amputated arm had grown oat 
again, but 1 could not make the new arm de­
velop

“ With nervous maladies it is different 
These succumb more readily to hypnotism 
than to drugs. In  the one case the cure is 
permanent; in the latter the relief is often 
but temporary. In Sweden and Denmark 1 
bail much success In treating victims of dip­
somania, both in and out of the hospitals. 
Old mco and the youth of both sexes— that is. 
pontons between the ages of 16 and 20 years.
I find, are the most readily controlled. Out 
o f every three or four persons who submit 
themselves, one subject is generally found. 
This is about the proportion, although in ex. 
bibitioiia among students in European schools 
1 have found us many as fifty subjects among 
sixty young men with whom I experimented, 
in  America 1 have found th a t a great many 
people who apply for hypnotic treatm ent do 
so not from any necessity for it, but l>cenuse 
they have a craving for a new sensation. "

In Chicago Dr. Sixtus has made one re­
markable cure of the habit of drinking, and 
that wiUiout the knowledge of the p a tien t

A t one of his exhibitions there appeared o 
man of middle age. He had been suffering 
from rheumatism in the region of the h ea rt 
aud his physician prescribed port wine a» a 
remedial agent. The malady diaapjicared, blit 
the love of wine remained. Dr. S ixtus hyp 
nolizcd or unmagnetized the m an— whatever 
you will—and at the request of Ids friend- 
said:

“ I f  you attem pt to drink wine or any otbe 
liquor containing alcohol, it will make you
sick.” ,

The subject was tbeu aroused and nothin) 
said to him about the experiment, except thn 
be had succumlted to  the doctor's personality

The following morning, ns usual, a bottle o 
wine was set at hi* plate, l ie  poured ou t , 
glassful, but could not drink i t  .Since thi^ 
time lie has had no desire for the wine whict 
was lie-fore a  daily necessity, and when I * 
has attempted to t ik e  a drink in a social wnf 
he has been utterly unable to  do so. D r 
Sixtus attem pts no explanation of these pbe 
noraena. l ie  simply says- “ These are tin 
facts.' ’

These facta related by The Daily P eru  ar 
very interesting, for they illustrate in : 
marked degree the power of one miDd ove 
another; Indeed, hypnotism can lioeome a re 
remarkable reformatory agent, as well as a j* 
tent inlluencer in developing medium-drip. B
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The Coils otthe Deadly Serpent.
PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS CAUSINO DISCORD IX STILI 

w a t e r  EDUCATIONAL CIRCLES.

The parochial-public school row at Stil 
water, M inn., is to  be pushed to  a conclusio 
a t once. The whole community is worker! u] 
over the m atter, and it is deemed wise to  tak- 
civil action before it becomes necessary to cal 
out the militia. A delegation of Protcslan 
ministers called on N. Z. Clapp. President « 
the City School Board, and asked tha t the CO»
tract making the parochial school part of b
public school system be annulled on 
ground tiuvt it is illegal. If  the board pay. 
no attention to this request, an injunction wil 
be served on the board. If  no results are ol 
taiuuble from this delegation, citizens will n 
fuse to pay taxes on the ground that the moot- 
is not spent for the purpose for which 
was levied.

I t is understood that the local Catholics a  
unable to  take any action in the m atter bj 
cause it lias gone out of their hand* to to 
Pope.

When, last September, the parochial school 
were turned over to the public school Nx-mis 
it was -iijq»"oil that Protestant and Catholi 
children would be bound alike by distrii 
boundaries. This state of thing* did tu. 
come to  (tass The Catholic sisters remaiuc 
in churge of the parochial*, and only Catholi 
children have attended them Sergt. Wilson 
attem pt to place some Protestant children i 
the old patochial school failed because c 
the objections of Protestant |wrvnts-

The move to prevent the (laroclrial school 
from -haring iu the public school money I 
based on the charge (hat the contract l<ctwec 
the parochial authorities and the City Scbm 
Board, providing that no religious d x-trii 
shall be taught in the schools between tl 
hour» of 9 a. *i. and I r. *■., is Ik-mg open I 
violated, as Uu- Catholic catechism is tnngl 
between 1 and 1 .30 r. M.

Anybody with a modicum of common sen 
ought to Imvc known that the only object • 
the Catholic church was to get one more •< 
peut-liko coil around our school system , -mi 
has done it in Stillwater, and it will roquii 
some liligution in order to  undo the evi 
Tiik P kooressivk T hinker  was born none ti 
soon, in order to enlighten the world on t]| 
nil-important question— the “ Romish 
pusl" A P atriot

Kate Field knows a thing or two. 
proves it when she declare« that a woman 
be agreeable must listen. •• Keep * ui 
wound u p ," she says, “ look a* though }' 
were banging on his lip«, and he’ll think > 
charming "
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REASONS GIVEN.
Why I Am a Spiritualist.

A person who knew mu long mill well ««Id:
“ I don't sec how you con ho u HpIritimlUt; 
you worn to ho very clear-headed on every 
tiling olio." I told him why I wm und wliy 
1 should always he one. Thin old friend knew 
nothing about Kpiritunliain, only that it wa* 
nn|M)pular, a HU|M<mtitioi), nnd that it wan a 
waste of time for an intelligent liuainesa man 
to give any attention to it 1 told him, briefly, 
wliy I was one, nnd I told it earnestly, and 
I am sure I interested him, if d  did not eon- 
vert him. Mnny p eop le  having written more 
or lea* In detail why they had beeonie Spirit 
enlists, my conversation with this old friend 
suggested that there might lie others who 
would like to know my reasons for being one, 
so I will try to tell them.

When I was ipiite a young man I lieeatne a 
ItaptisL I lived near Dr. Sharp's church 
and drifted Into it, boeamc a member and 
staid so for ten years; my zeal soon waned 
nnd for the Inst live of my llnptisl years, I 
lost my interest and was only nominally one.
I did not tlnd my fellow-members any better 
than those who made no profession, hut my 
employer was a Ilaptist, so I stuek from (rolley.
An Incident worth relating, If there was room 
in this nrtlele, troubled ray conscience, nnd I 
stepped out, was the llrst one who ever got 
out of the Baptist church without being turned 
out, and for the next ten years I wus a free 
thinker, rear! Isroks that were anti-religious, 
Miuvedou materialistic principles that death 
was the end. 1 think I learned more in this 
decode Jtlmn I ever did before, was intellectu­
ally wiser, und if I am any more cultured than 
I was, it is due to reading the writings of 
iulhlelity and of science, which is generally 
materialistic. I was not liuppy in my "know- 
nothing b e l ie f n o t  so happy as I was when 
I believed the bible was the word of God, 
and in a resurrection day. It was a ease, 
however, “ where ignorance was hllss," hut I 
hail known the mind, to follow the condition 
of the body, would weaken in sickness nnd In 
old age I saw plainly the mind was the pro­
duct of the organisation, and there could lie 
uo conscious hereafter when it was dissolved.
1 was sorry I had been born; would have 
staid out of the mortal coil if I had Imd my 
choice. Accidentally I attended the funeral 
services of a friend, a mild, rational clergy­
man officiated; his remarks and his prayer 
were sensible nnd appropriate, und they 
touched my heart. I Imd never heard such u 
prayer in my life, one that seemed proper to 
address to an almighty being, putting ail 
the prayers I had heard in old times i|Ulb- iu 
the shade. I felt that I was in the press-nee 
of a rational nnd scholarly man, and wlmt he 
said devotionully, and the way he said it, 
suited me. Of course I, not being in any 
sense evangelical, considered it a waste of 
wind, but still I was twitter for listening to it.
This was itx»t Iftl'Jor 1850. I asked some 
one near me who the minister was, and to 
my surprise learned It was Theodore Darker, 
the heretic, I lingered a while to waldl him, 
and perhaps *peak to him, for he had InU'reated 
me. He took nty arm and we walked and 
talked all the way down town to Die post office; 
we had made an impression on each other.
I pointed up to my sign on my office, and he 
said he would call and see me some day, und 
he did so the same week, and we were particu­
lar friends for ten yean, until lie died. 1 
went to bear him at Melodeon und at Music 
Hall, and became a wiser and a Witter man for 
bearing his «croons. I only wished I could 
feet us he did »Wait a future life; his views 
of God as imminent in matter, or the uni­
verse. seemed to be a rational idea, oo differ­
ent from the God of the Bible, or the evan­
gelical churches. [ considered him the most 
wonderful man I hod ever seen. He took a 
rational view of Jesus, considered him a 
brother man. not in any significant sense di­
vine, and thought there might lie others to 
oornc who might lie equal, or even su|s rior.
\V list I most needed was a belief in a future 
life. He teemed to have no doubt himself; If 
be bad any, it was of the reality of this 
life, and none at all of the other. He felt 
himself that lie was immortal. I used to 
wish I did, but I was not so cousUtuh.-d; but I 
enjoyed bis preaching and lilt prayers, nnd 1 
loved the man

When my only 'laughter, aged six, died In 
the last days of 1450. I felt that it was the 
end of her. My wife and I Willi felt that It 
was not right, or an intelligent act; there 
were other old maids and useless people that 
would not lie missed if death took them; we 
felt it to tic an injustice and were not recon­
ciled, and our hearts reWdb-d. It so hap­
pened that my' wife came III (»intact with a 
spiritualist who advised tier to mm- a medium, 
which she did, and wWi descrlW-d a little girl 
that called her mother, and when she told rne 
of it, the description was very good, but I 
could easily m e that any adroit woman could 
gather the facts from the mother or guess them 
pretty correctly. I thought in my heart that 
it was «Illy, bat It seemed to Intniwt tier, so 
made no objection. After following this up 
for a s|x-ll, «lie want"! rne to go to see- wliat I 
thought of it. I was sure I would explode 
it if I did, and I did not want to explode It 
if it interested her, and Waiides I would lie 
ashamed to go as I would to a fortune teller, 
considering It all about the same thing.

I sat One day alone thinking of It iu my II 
lirary and wondering if rny little girl was 
alive and invisible, it seemed an absurd idea, 
and if site was «lie would lx- here In my home 
more likely than at a medium's who was a 
stranger. There lay the old family bible, 
printed In 1851, on a table and 1 remumtiercd 
sonic of the old familiar ancestral fare« who 
umd to amuse my childhood with its features, 
and I rather talk») to rnysclf, for ray wife 
was mil., und probably at some medium's, and 
I said audibly- “ If you realty do oomruuni- 
i-ste with mother, send me tills message, and 
if you can't do so, get some of the oilier fa­
miliar face* to do so ‘ I did not expect this

ux|ieriiiieiit to bo successful, und would hnvo 
been aalmmed to hnre any one suppose I was 
seriously trying It, and I don't think I was 
serious In doing i t  The message I asked for 
wus a peculiar onu, u chamber expression 
that she would remember, but would lie hardly 
proper to put ill print, so I will call (lie mas­
sage K yturibut f/iium. I not only said it 
audibly, but wrote It, nnd put It on ray desk. 
When ray wife returned some two or three 
hours Inter, she had had a sitting at n medium's 
and she gave me a slip of paper, saying: 
"Our little Hattie sent tills message to you," 
which was exactly wlmt I asked for, when I 
was alone, nnd no living soul knew I hod 
asked for it, or written it ns I have stated, arid 
I must say I was more than astonished; I was 
thunderstruck I It look me so by surprise.

The fact was this: Hlio hud gone to Mrs.
Deed’s and found her absent on n visit to 
Judge I-Muiund'l In New York. She said to the 
door maid "|h> you know of any good me 
dlnm?" and was directed to a Mr» Hayden, 
who lived in Hayward Place, and she went 
there, found lu-r a rapping medium, nnd Imd a 
sitting with her, several tests were given her 
nnd finally the name Hattie was spelled out.
Klio said: "Hattie, have you any message to
send to your futlier?" There came throe raps, 
meaning yes; so, as the letters of the alphabet 
were called, she put down these Indicated, 
which were e p I a r I b u s  u n u ni, 
undivided into words, and as the rapping 
stopped, the message was finished, and she 
said: It consists of letters Hint don’t  s|s-|| 
uuyllilng, nnd tho medium, looking at it, said 
so also, and told her to try again; lint at a 
second glimpse my wife understood It, and 
thought It was like me, and I would like such 
a message; so she said that would nnswor, and 
put the paper into her wallet to give to me.
The whole tiling seemed to bo un intelligent 
net, and could not have been unytliing but a 
departed spirit, who bad been in my library 
and beunl or read rny request and answered it,

1 went ut once, made an appointment with 
Hint medium, giving my name as Johnson, 
and Imd a sitting, asking of flic spirit wlmt 
uiy name was, and tlm raps S|wlled out:— 
“ IVotherbeo," and I got us good a test, of 
matters as I over Imd; it was ua good as the 
message tlml my wife brought me, and could 
not have been anything Imt wlmt it claimed 
to be—a departed spirit One fact and one 
alone, a~i Itobert Dale Owen said, establishes 
it, und that is an Intelligence tlmt is present 
und active, nnd Is not the Intelligence of any 
of the embodied persons present? These 
being such facta made me a Spiritualist. I 
could not help being one alter tills, if I Imd 
never hail another message; it was conclusive, 
and It seemed to me that it would be to any 
one. It iu liotli eases was intelligence Hint 
was present nnd active, nnd nobody's ¡nielli- 
gence but the spirit; for, iu regard to tlui first,
I was alone at home arid the medium was u 
mite oir, and neither she nor my wife knew 
that 1 Imd naked for such a message or any 
message. I have never bail Its equal since, 
and it almost seems ns if it was a special 
clfortaf the Hpirlbworld to open my eyes, for 
which I am very Hiankful. I have Imil thirty, 
five years of experience since, but Hint did 
not make me a Kpiriluullst; it may have kept 
me in the traces, but still Die first I bad was 
so satisfactory, Unit [ don't think that I should 
have over back-slid, for my first experience
was a settlor

I have always thought M. A. (Oxon) (the 
editor of Lujht) answered a question very often 
asked, very wisely, and may Is- asked of me, 
so 1 will quote, a« also mine, us a finish to 
this article:

"Wlmt are your reasons for lieliering that 
the phenomena are the work of spirit*?"
My jirtt reason is, said lie, that tlm ¡nielli- 
gence that comrnunicMtcs nuys they are. My 
iccond Is Hint I never came across an intelli­
gent force, and I never knew anybody who 
did. Force in that which Is used by intelli­
gence und the Intelligence Is wlmt I call nnd 
wlmt call* Itself a spirit.

J ohn Wrtiiihiisr.
JJorloPf Mon.

A Merry f’liriM ina« nnd tt Happy 
New Year.

To mi! Kditoh:—Allow me to wish a merry 
Cliristinas and happy New Year to Till: Duo- 
orkssivr T iiink r,a, and that means yourself; 
for the paper Is only your thought* material 
brad, It also include« your correspondents nnd 
ull wlio have contributed to lu  existence nnd 
perpetuity, as well as the angelic powers who 
llr-i projected It through your brain and are 
still lb« InUtrestud nnd happy overseeing wit­
nesses of it* prosperity and usefulness.

While neither you nor I arc Christian* In 
the commou sense of the term, und have no in­
terest in the religions ceremonies by which 
lb«- nativity of Hie Nitzarene 1« celebrated, yet 
we do not Ignore it a* no episode In the evolu­
tion of humanity. and if the Christian com 
mindly rejoice In looking buck to the first 
coining of tin-Christ nearly nineteen hundred 
years ago. why should not wc nnd all others 
Who have more light rejoice with more Joy be­
cause wc now see the second coining of til* 
Christ spirit to renew, nnd carry forward to 
completion, Hie work of human progress und 
redemption which has I men so long kept hack 
by a corrupt church during the dark ages. 
Therefore, let us not dispute with any lewly 
about Christum*, but Int us -rejoice with 
those who do rejoice," and let It In- a  day to  
unite all hearts In love and sympathy. With 
these feelings 1 wish yon arid everybody a 
Merry Christina* and a Nappy New Year.

It. Nrri.v.

f t rT t lf ,  DhiniurssiVB T iiinkr.n not only 
tuts Hie largest circulation of any Spiritual!»! 
p»|H-r ou csrttl, but It I* aide thereby to do a 
correspondingly greater amount of good In 
order to publish such a pajrar nt so low n 
price, we nerd your hearty *up|iorl and sym­
pathy. Call your nrigld<or*' and friends' u t 
l/ttilion to Ha- paper, and gel them to sub 
scribe. Kent lit weeks for 25 cent*, or II 
|ier year.

OUT WITH THE YEAR.
The r a th e  til- N irnggln o f a Hniull Hoy.

"Only waiting till Urn shallow»
Are n litllo longer grown."

It wus a trembling child voice that bummed 
tlm words softly iu Hie chill winter twilight 
while the snow fell ull around, piling up tin- 
great drifts every where.

A numb little figure, with a large block dog 
by It*side,walked slowly down Hie street, still 
singing half under breath the mid, beautiful 
lines, unfitting yet fitting the time. For It 
was near tile dentil of one year Ullil the glad 
some birth of another; and III n few hours 
more the bells would he ringing out triumph­
antly over ull Hie land, aye, bihI over the seas 
too, as far as sound could reach In a little 
while tlm song died and with a dry sob the 
boy put bl* Imiid on Hie dog's neck, ns be 
said—

"Oil! Hollo, Hollo, wlmt shall we dot 
Where shall wegol I urn so cold, nnd tired, 
and hungry; and so are you, too, Hollo, 
aren't you?"

The dog looked op mournfully Into Ids 
young muster'll face, and turning Ills bead 
slowly, licked the cold, blue band.

Only the rluy before the mother of the little 
wanderer Imd been laid quietly away under the 
frozen earth.

Tho boy—after having looked upon Hie face 
so beautiful In It* last sleep, nnd kissed with 
fast falling tears Hie bl ow,so cold, oil, so cold, 
blit from whence the furrows of pain bail van 
Islied as Hie band of Death smoothed them 
tenderly away went buck to the desolate 
room lie arid Hie one passed out before Imd 
occupied; und knowing, oh so well, lie could 
uo longer have oven lliftt shelter, took a few 
things—wlmt. were they? only a look of Ills 
mother's Imlr cut from her brow Hint 
morning, a Bible and hymn book, tlmt was 
nil—and softly calling Ills dog, went out Into 
the street.

From place to place lie wandered «coking 
something lo do, Hint lie might have bread 
nnd shelter. But In vain; It was the old story, 
too many on baud, nothing for a boy to do, 
and lie would not beg,

■ I will die first," In- said proudly us tho 
first night be and Hollo crept Into tlm porch 
of a church, mid, lying close together, soon 
forgot hunger und cold.

Today It burl been the mime; so «old, so 
hungry, and now tlm snow was falling faster 
mid faster; urul Ills bead itched, and the 
thought of Id» mother w o u ld  come, and then 
his tears would fall almost as find as tlm 
snow, ami they blinded him so. And Hollo.
(lb, if Home one would only give film some- 
tiling to eat. Stay, sometimes boys earned n 
few pence by winging; Hint was not la-ggiiig; 
it would be hard, but It was for Hollo s sake, 
so lie would try. There was a big bouse m-iir, 
and Home children stood by Hie window 
laughing at Hu- snow making everything so 
white.

Surely tills was tin- place to sing. Ho lie- 
two figures stopped tiefoie tliu great house; 
and softly, sweetly, tile cllild-voU'C rose:

"Only waiting till the shadows 
Are a little longer grown. "

A» lie finished a servant opening Hie door told 
him In- might go In und they would give him 
something to eat.

"Dlease, may Hollo come too?"
"No, we don't want dog» around."
With a sigh the boy turned away from tin- 

door, “ Wlmt! Are you not miming In?"
"No, thank you,if Kollo can't go loo f don't 

want to."
"irngrntofnl little beggnrl" were Hie word* 

tlml stung tlm Imy's soul as the door was 
slummed to.

"W e are not beggars," be said to himself, 
and lie lifted Ids bead n little proudly us lie 
and Ids companion walked on. Tlm dog's 
brown eyes iooked wistfully Into the pale 
child's face, aei old with sorrow and suffering, 
us If the dumb brute, understanding nil, longed 
to show Ids sympathy mid gratitude.

It grew Inter; nine o'clock rung out from 
Hie belfry of the church in the porch of which 
they Imd taken refuge Hie iiiglil before.

It wo* lighted up now, and from wltldii la 
sued tin- sound of singing.

"They will sing the old year out, by 
mid by," lie whispered softly, sinking down 
with the dog. “ We must listen, Hollo,' and 
lie laid Ills ¡lend down on bis friend's tough 
breast.

"Get out of here; tills Is no place for von, 
said tlm sexton's rough VOlec.

These two started up nnd went wearily out 
once more. A great drift was piled up by 
Hu- side of the church, and going there Hie 
two sunk into the soft snow slu-i-tii,

"Oil, tills is nice," breathed the boy, as, 
with Ids arms around the dog's neck, be 
watched, half dreamily, the llnke* a* they f,-ll 
slowly, very slowly now, over nnd nroniid 
him. lie wo* growing warmer loo. And 
then, a* though un conscious of wlmt be wus 
doing, lie Is-gnn to sing Hie song Im and Ills 
mother had so often sung together, nnd 
which Imd given her so much comfort—a* 
it uow comforted him «ung ou until tlm lids 
droppi-d wearily over Ids tired eyes Koine 
one passing reniemhured, afterwards, Imurlng 
a sweet voice, the burden of whose song was

"Only waiting till the angels 
< I pen wide the mystic gate,

At whose feet I long have lingered 
Weary, |N»/r and desolate,

Kven now I Imur their fooUleps,
And their voices far away;

If they call me, | urn waiting,
Only waiting to obey.'

• • • • • •

It is midnight now. The hells nrc ringing 
through the clear winter night, and Urn people 
In the church are joining iu with songs of lirqie 
and joy.

Now Hmy are coming out. They are young 
ui'rst of them, ami some one passing around 
to the side of tin- church suddenly stumble* 
over a dark object III* shout brings others

to Hie spoL, and one with u lantern stoops 
down, "A hoy und dog asleep," he say* 
"They must lie awakened or " and thru 
he slops suddenly. The group bus grown 
larger now a hushed, wondering group—the 
snow has ceased to fall; hut tile two sleep
coldly on, ...... ling naught, knowing naught

And overhead the pale moon, pushing hack 
tin- heavy clouds tlml Imd hung before her 
fuco so long, looks down wanly over nil. X.

CHRISTMAS.
Is There One in Heaven?

The merry Christinas In-lls ring out- tln-ir 
joyous obline*, und high mid low, rich und 
|smr, moot, greet, nnd give good gift*, a* tills 
soaaon of gliidness recurs tignili I picture 
tho tmppiiiens, rest, music, and tho whole 
«harm of Hu- festal time, ami meditatively I 
speculate about tlm great spiritual realm we 
are aeeinitomed to cali heaven. Why we re 
gnrtl some future state a* lu-aven, t conjecture 
may he, Hint, while ull may he bient ut Hines, 
witli brief snatches of iiuppiur** here, yet tlm 
greater share of our lot Is dominatori by trials, 
clouded spiritual skies, too often tears of 
sorrow. Thus It comes about that the great 
heart of humanity cries out for a state some­
where and limn in which peace, rent, and un­
feigned love reign supreme; where uo storm of 
envy, umile«, uml greed, ever come* Till* 
earnest desire would seem born in us, from 
Hie foreshadowing of a reality, lying In tin- 
dim future, a* the sure retreat, after all our 
striving Is ended here With this thought, 
like an impulsivo child, I exclaim, 11 I wonder 
Is there Christmastime In heaven?" When, lo! 
out of tlm ever veiling air, there sleals upon 
my eonaclotisnes* tliut peculiar voice that-make« 
no sound to outward ears, hut penetrate» rne 
like a rich perfume, at, once a hh-Ksiug mid mi 
inspiration of love and wisdom, unii I am mi 
swered thus

"Dear mortal, I, thy spirit teacher, will fora 
time abstract thy spirit from the contempla 
lion of external tilings, and hid then c o m e  
with me Into the Inner spiritual realm, lb 
fore I answer thy query, let me unfold to tlieu 
a lesson of what is heaven, and who are- Ila 
occupant«. Three essentials, combined in 
equal proportion, constitute a heavenly state, 
these three also complete ill one individual 
spirit, adapt tlmt spirit- to tlmt st ile, nnd also 
render tlmt spirit a creator Tla-«e imscii- 
tini»nro life, light, mid love. I,ID- is motion
nnd existence. Light i* personal experimen­
tal knowledge of pure goodness Love I* 
power of clicinlrnli/.ul.loi! A spirit may live 
and move, hut la- devoid of light and love 
lie Is, therefore, incompetent, even to make 
mi appcarmic-c, lie in dark and in dnikue«* A 
spirit may have life, light und love incom­
pleti' lie, therefore, becomes a maker of 
tilings external, It iiiaUers not In wlmt lo 
(tidily in «puce, or under wlmt relationship the 
external appearance may be, tlmt spirit only 
who lias life, light and love, u* defined above, 
complete in hiiimelf, a personal development 
in Its fullne««. Is In heaven, and carries heaven 
within This condition alone Is creative. 
Mark me, I do not mean makiitlveor mechani­
cal. There is a vu*t difference between n 
maker and » creator; therefore, dear mortal, 
heed Ibi» lesson. Only where life, light and 
love are equal, do germs spring into existence, 
nnd seek chemical relations, nucleating for 
external forms, of any description, either 
atomic or composite. Tin- creutor of germ» Is 
forever master of Idmnclf and all below him iu 
development. Man ili (lesti, Is only a recej 
taclc of germs; therefore only a maker of ex 
tcrrmls. Light nnd love may Is- ull about (In­
spirit of darkness, or the lneom|>elenl one; Imt 
ho will not perceive it, nule»« a creator is near 
him. Great number« are In this «Ut« of br­
ing; counties* host« on host* have life, love 
mid light in unequal proportion. These are 
maker*, and enjoycrw of beautiful things, 
beautiful Mounds, miinlfeetnliou», pictures. 
These lire spirit* both in Hie |1c»h and In 
spifitrllfe. All are moro or less progressive, 
Whatever of good Umt I» genuine any spirit 
makes or performs, counts him or Icr so 
much in growth toward heavenly state i l  U 
irnfiossilile to have the crowning glory of love, 
without life und light Tin- impelfi-rl being 
n-prt ■ nited to Imvv been born into fir*h a 
Christ or creator, while capatile, nnd greatly n<| 
vnuci d, mid alile to do many good works, was 
still Imt n maker Many spirit* of trulli, 
many comforters, many minuterà of grace, 
many messenger* of wisdom and love cornu 
In Hu- finali; but no creator can im bom In the 
llcsli, For a creator Im* become oouqiicror of 
generation, therefore cannot la- held in it* 
homi», i speak to tlu-e of ft creator a* "  lie 
simply lei designate; hut in reality tirare 1« no 
sex, us n separate attribuì,- of a creator for 
Imiti pob ntialille > uri- equal ill Hie suine be 
trig, Imi ratinili« of separate expression in 
crenlioiis, i util this development Is rese had, 
no spirit i>e<"iiies nu 's  eiipant of In-ateti in 
the highenl sense. Herrin, dear mortal, I 
have shown you III liiqM-rf'-et forms of «|m-, < h, 
suited tei your mind's grasp, Hint which eon 
»litotes pure spirit iu its heavenly »tab-, where 
in there un- no iradlHnunl forms, eeremoriieo, 
observance of times mid season», giving of ex 
(crani gift*, or worship of images All of 
these are the outgrowth of Hie activities, of un­
folding power«, under Hie Inw of Inequalities 
H'-uiitifid und comincivi' of pleasure und growth 
lu many way* are those- Grand and nil 
»|h likable ill Hie vastness of »|,Intimi realm*, 
but «till are not heaven Wherever there is 
grief, pain, or fstillim-»* of any living being, 
made le«* by any spirit, there I* Hie true 
lllirlstma* or Christ *cn h r  There is great 
growth toward* heaven Wherein dwells Uie 
Creator, who, without respect of persons, gives 
love to all; without I»*in, relieve* pstn III*, 
pens** light mnl life, yet feels no Im*. Know­
ing Unit pure love enter* every se'-ict piare, 
either fair or foul, and hath si) healing, i-h-an* 
lag power In pestilence, miooritauilnatod 
tn the midst of thick darkm-»«, light In the 
eenter of fearful commotion« Li all
dostrueUons, In'lirstnictlhle Over all tiling«

conqueror. Without adornment, beautiful 
Without elevation, exulted, lu all essential« 
complain. Grantor, lilensed forever.

"Tlm *, dear mortal, would I ten'll thee Ire 
compare thy present «tat«’ with Hint of |hc 
highest, amt wherein thou art at varlum-c with 
the l>l\Inlly thou would*tnmtllalc, »call earn 
estly to correct thyself Only by thine own en­
deavor«, n»*l»!o'l by thy higher leneliera, dost 
tllOII grow Into life, light, and love Hvormoi" 
let the voice of Hie higher life call after thee, 
interpenetrate I by being und daily ex pres* itself 
through thy ministration«,"

The dear voice censed. Tile light* Imd gone 
out. The Inst lingering ' Ininins of He- 
Christum* hell* hail gently died away Hill 
in my soul (here remained a gleam of light, as 
from an angel'« wing, and a »thud Joy beyond 
•lie power of «peceb to express, for hud I mil, 
for one brief spiu-e, been even to lln- gales of 
heaven, and heard a pint of It* unutterable 
glory. Mu*. V, II. Mini h im

(1 mini Itii/iult, Mich.

THK ATONEMENT.
T he Itelleello ii*  ol u I r lin liin l.

The clock had Just struck twelve, midnight 
the moon wee upon Hie meridian, tin- dew 
sparkled upon Hiu grassy lawn, nnd lln 
Dower*, wllli cIOUmI petals, nodded to lbs 
lisping breeze wiileli barely shook the scusl 
live leaves of tin- young hrmiclm» lly He 
brooksldc, In the little dell, hidden by I, Cl,/\ 
''lump of ellns, stood It small cottage As the 
last tones of the old cluck ‘>n the mantel died 
awny, lie- door cautiously opened, and n 
strong, manly form trod silently forth A 
closer view allowed Hint In- wn* masked Just 
two mile* above this point spiral the dwelling 
ot the wealthy miller Tin- young mini km-» 
tlmt upon tlm day before till* miller had re 
reived a large sum of money, he kln-w tlmt 
tho money was in it lower drawer of a inn 
iiognuy desk in the room where the wilier 
was sleeping, I le drew from Ills trail u g ||i 
terlug knife, and un In- examined It* sharp  
i dge he whispered “ If tin- old frail should 
make fight I must llnisli him witli th is ," 
Many misgiving« ennie into Id* mind ns In­
stole eii'illously along, s ta rtl'd  til each little 
noise. "W ill I not is- u rnilrd'-n r If I kill
him?" For a moment lie thought lie lieafil 
Ha-soil, whispering voice of Ids kind, Christ 
inn mother who Imd taught him nil Ike good 
things In Scripture. Imt mil Ills m utlur had 
long since "gone to rest In tho church yard ,” 
a* (lie pnrwili said, and she could know 
nothing niioiil It "NayI she is nh-eping und 
will awaken at Hie last trump; then followed 
n medley of wild, half incoherent Haying* nnd 
doings, partly from hilile |c»«oli», partly from 
tiling* Id* mother hud taught. The spirit of 
tho quotation sometime» right, uml again 
Dimply wlmt Hie dear old mother hud said 
"N o iiiurdrrei »hull enter Hie kingdom of 
Heaven!” ‘ Ah' Imt tiu d 'sm a n y  I* ample 
I shall have time enough for rcpi-ntnii" 
Here he nervously grn»|Dsl Id* knife, for a 
■'•und n* if Horne "lie near startled him It 
was Imt (lie night bird from nil onk tree, mid 
on lie moved. "And He wicked shall be 
cast into tlm Ink« Hint— ” "A h! away witli 
these ugly thought*!" "F o r ns mnny n« 
shnll come unto me I will give eternal Db
"Yea, yes, wlmt a "»ward I ..... Cliri«t died to
save the whole world "Ye*, indeed, I shall 
have time enough to  repent. " All! there ¡« 
the bridge, and I can ««-*■ the glinting of the 
moonlight from the liomu-top " Here he stood 
in the shadow of n plum tree to collect him 
self and to devlao a plan of action Kail 
Ids parent* actually stood by Ills side, »• infill' 
begging him to stay Ills hand and to return to 
ids home, to feel wlmt nil Insult In- wiu heap­
ing upon their former touching, Uieir pres 
dice could lint have scctm-d more n-al* Once. 
Indeed, lie found himself retracing hi« «top* 
nnd promising Ids mother Hint In- would try 
to Idol out nil thoughts of evil deeds Hilt
recovering himself, lie turned nboul with
an oath, nnd made hi* way norms Hie llttlc 
hridge. As he crept through the flower garden 
into Hie «hiulow* of the kitoheu, tho voices be­
came louder, ami he no* obliged to reliivigor 
ut« Idnmelf by tlm recollection* of He-thief on 
the crosa, or Hie parable ,,f the man wle* 
entue nt lint eleventh hour hi work Tint' 
enough’ lime enough!—the murderer on Un* 
gallows can Im< saved I have not rem-hi-d tlmt 
|ndiii Gently In- raised the window, slleliHy 
iie crept h> Hie old mahogany drawer, at lid» 
Inst moment even he heard the vole of con­
science ehi-llng "All, man, wlmt n world of 
good you will I «• obliged to |D-rform to cancel 
the work of this evil hour. Then came the 
sweet recollection *',le»us paid it! Jesus 
paid It!— yes, all Ilia debt I owe iiotlilng re­
mains, cither great or «mull, for me to • 
That, by God's help, reader, comforted by 
lln- touching« of the church, lie wiu i-rinbli<1 to 
odd to Ids hard earning* quits 'a  competency, 
will' ll for msny long ycurandd'-d hi Ids enjoy 
m in t" f life. No well informed lioncid |*rr»oli
will deny the result of till« touching iu> ul-ive. 
Not only Is the theory of the atonement of 
rapcntAficc, sufficient to lead hi lids result, hut 
tin- practical o|icrnHun» of tills divine Inw eon 
citlsiviily c«tahli«h It. Hud the |Hirents of 
this mull taught him tile now demonstrated 
truth« of spirit communion, he would liavr 
known that Hiom- parent were present, striving 
to force him hi <h-«l»l from Ids evil design« 
lie  would have known Hint. In- and not allotb<u

must pay the |« unity of eriine And Hie 
spirit parent* of ihcsc would not have to 
grieve over lira unfortunate t< m-hing« of 
earth life, n* would tin- former.

My young friends, Uie teachings of Vlraw 
two reilgions are licforo you, hi which will 
you conform your life? It It ANnansoN,

Ml.

Queen Victoria was an exhibitor at « recent 
lea se  show, hut Hie nnliiml «lie sent w m  iM-sh'h 
III Hie com |ictt lion and Inel lo  Ira routed ted 
with a •'■eonil prize I'utUe show Judges liave 
no more respts-t for a royal exhibitor then for 
* farmer who < an hardly |iay Ids rent.

«
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Torini,  o r  S i i tw o r lp t ln n
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IIVITTAXCII.
Rrmlt by P -io fflc«  N"n**r Ordi r, Jlc*1at*r*d l.r iier, 

, r . Iran oh « ( i l "f  Kvw York. Il e«<U frvrn IO 
lo  I» ceni* I" if«l iirofU ca*h*.l no Inral baule», tu don i 
»«nd itim i uolf •• you wUb II tal •tnuont di’duclrd frolli 
Ibc amouni «fot, l'Irrcl all Irtlrr* lo J . U. I ranci». 
No «0 LwtnU b l .  CUcMgix. 111.

there will t»* onu uni veroni brotherhood 
ami not one day In u year, hut orory day 
will lie a jubilee of iniJlennltil happineon 
ard |»eaee To all we wUh ti merry 
ChrUtmaa?

HAVE YO U  A SOUL?

T a k e  N ot ico.
CW" Al « tr i mi Ion of auhaortrUi'Q. If noi renewrd, 

I Hr paprr I» dlacunUnuad. Xu fclJla a 111 Ik* a**ot fur **• 
Ira nuintM'r«

t t r  if )uu do not r r f f l r r  jrour paprr prt»mpilr. 
« rila  I*» ua. and »irorr In addrr«» will Ik* prumptJy 
cvffN lid, anil mlaalnK iintubcr* •opl'.ktl irmt)».

C f  W brnw tr ftHi dr»irv (be addrr*» of your paprr 
rtianffrd» •!•» > • (H r  Ibc addrru «if (tie placa lowbJcb 
I  la ibc* Kill, or the c&aoro canne* fra made.

A J io u n t lfü l  lla rv ea it  fo r  2.% C en t« .
Do yon want a m ore bountiful b a n  ra t than  * •  can 

f lv a  yw i for V  m i l ?  J o a i p*q m  f to d l f e la k f a r s m o  
ttirn l wtiat an In tc llrr tu a l fca»t th a t »tnall In tc e iim n t 
will fum tali you. Tin- au b rrr  I pilot) pfflot of T n *  I 'ko j 
• ■M toh r. T fiiM tin  ililr tren  wrvMi Is only tw«*nty-n»e 
.« n u l  f u r  Iba l ajnounl iv«i .»Main one buDdrv.l and 
ftHir f«(* » "f *ki||d, aoU taiitU I, M >ulrlrt ailng  and 
mlDd rcfraablO f rradlng  m atte r, equivalent to  a racdl 
um-ftUad im oltr_____________________________

Toni in io n lu l to  M r». A n n o  Ix ird  
C lia in lic rh ilJ i.

CLUBS! IMPORTANT SUGGESTION!
At there are thou.and» who will nt rir«t venture 

otiljr twenty IWo cent» f"rT n*  rnfmii*»«fi t  r i n o r i i  
thirteen wpflca, wo would • unrealtuthoao who receive 
a »ample cony, to aollrlt »evrral other» to unite with 
tit**m, and lima be able to remit from II to «10, or even 
m"re than the U tter turn * * - 

• will make a larva 
lb* field of our labor and u»cfuin<*»». The n n ic  au(

A lariro num hrr of little 
turn total, and thu» extend

(ration will apply In all caaea «Í renewal of aufw rli 
ti.m»—♦«•licit other*tonld In theg\>od work Tou w I 
n p « r1rtice no difficulty whatever lo Inducine Spirito- 
aliata to »utwertl* for Tit* I’mwiacaaien Tin m a r . 
for not one of thetn can afford to l«e without the valua­
ble information Imparted then  in each week, and at 
the price of only attuai two cent* per week.

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 26, 1891.

A  .M erry C h r is t in a s !

Christmas, or Christ-mass, is the mass 
celebrated in commemoration of Christ's 
birth. Christ in Greek means anointed, 
the same as Messiah in Hebrew, and was 
conferred as u title on Jesus of Nazareth 
by those who believed him to be the 
Messiah of prophecy; hence he came to 
be called Jesus thoC hrlst, or Jesus Christ: 
and many dovout followers call him 
Christ, omitting his proper name to em­
phasize his official character, and th ink 
we do not honor him enough when wo 
call him Jem s, although th a t is the 
name by which he is known in his biogra­
phy in the New Testament, and signifies 
that which makes whole. His public life 
was spent in healing the sick and in 
preaching the gospel of Love, as well as 
In bitter denunciations and many ques­
tionable sayings.

The day of his birth  is not positively 
known. It was celebrated a t different 
times by different churches till near the 
close of the second century: then they 
agreed upon the festive season of the ir 
heathen neighbors in the winter solstice: 
since that time the 25th day of December 
has boon observed as Christmas Day.

It was originally a religious festival, 
and is so vet to some extent among Cath­
olics and kindred sects: but Is repudiated 
by some reformed churches as a Romish 
superstition: and generally throughout 
Christendom it has degenerated into a 
secular holiday, and is observed by all 
the people, as well those who do not be­
lieve In Christ as those th a t do: but no 
matter about the superstition: all days 
art tilde saertel to us. and every day is a 
fit time to do good and promote the hap­
piness of mankind, and we enjoy Christ­
mas and rejoice in it os a day of giving 
and receiving presents and *of festivity 
and jollification, regardless of any ism. ’

It makes us happy to see so many 
bright, cheerful faces, especially among 
the children. God bless them !" Jesus U 
said to have taken them up in his arms 
and blessed them: and If any class of 
people go to him when they leave this 
world it will be the children, because 
they are so pure, innocent and uncon­
taminated by worldly vice. We have 
been so happy to sec them playing with 
the ir new toys on Christmas tha t we 
have sat down on the floor along with 
them and rocked the ir hobby horses, 

their engines and railroad cars,
hauled their wagons and dandled their 
dolls, and tooted the ir horns and laughed 
when they laughed. And the turkey! ! 
Never did it  taste so good, because It 
brings around the festive board dear 
friends long separated, and families 
divided on other days are brought to­
gether then: and not the least of the 
pleasures of that day are the gifts to 
the poor and even to crim inals In the 
prisons, so tha t all enjoy Christmas anil 
forget for a time the sorrows of the 
world.

We hope tha t alt of our readers arc 
doing what they can for the comfort 
and elevation of God'» poor, and next to 
necessary food, clothing and shelter, no 
better present could be given than THE 
P r o g r e s s i v e  T h i n k e r , sent post-paid 
to any add re*» one year for one dollar, 
and thirteen weeks for twenty-fl ve cents. 
Every reader knows some one to whom 
such a gift, small as it is, would be a 
blc»»ing: and there arc those who arc 
not financially poor, yet hungering for 
soul food, and there is no other channel 
through which it can be obtained at so 
►mall an expense; and besides helping 
other» you would increase our circula­
tion and enlarge the usefulnos of our 
paper, and we would endeavor to make it 
belter, If tha t is possible.

To our patron» who have stood by us 
till our p a |« r is on a firm finanelal basis, 
we extend the compliment« of the sea­
son, and pledge ourselves to pay them 
double for their generosity: and we are 
happy to Inform them tha t our circula­
tion It already larger than that of any 
Other paper of the kind published.

To our contributors, who have given us 
the ir best thoughts and the benefit of 
their laborious research and study, and 
enhanced the -aluc of our paper, we give 
the rig h t hand of fellowship, hoping that 
tho lr inspiration may become clearer as 
time advances.

To Spiritualists everywhere we send 
fraternal greeting, hoping tha t by uni tod 
effort in the cause of human progress wo 
may be Instrumental (n bringing about 
day when, Instead of looking back Into 
the dark and dead post and exhibiting 
with chlld-Uko ceremony a babe In a 
manger to tho gaze of an Ignorant multi­
tude, every man and every woman will 
bo fully matured in the humane and 
Christ-like principle« of love, tru th  and 
justice, and not In Christendom atone, 
but throughout the whole world:

There are some Spiritualists who 
never do a deed of kindness; whoso 
pockets are always carefully locked 
fearing they m ight assist the undeserv­
ing: whose souls hardly over vibrate 
with a feeling of sym pathy—who are for 
self, first—last—and all tho tim e!—and 
who never realize tha t ennobling feeling 
tha t emanates from the act of lightening 
the burden of nnothor. Wo cannot touch 
tho feeling* of such Spiritualists. Let a 
poor man usk them  for n little  assist 
ance, and they will refer him to some 
red-taint society for the relief of tho un 
fortunate, and M will refer hltn to the 
wood yard, several miles away, where 
he can earn a nickel, and If a t the ex­
piration of his efforts tor aid he U not 
completely exhausted, then ho must 
hnveun iron constitution.

Now wo aro going to pass around the 
" h a t  " th is  Christm as, to every one of 
our readers! I t  Is well to ¡/uv sometimes 
It does good to open one’s h eart to a be­
nevolent deed, and let the vibrations go 
forth to charm the angel world. A d­
vanced spirits always draw near to those 
philanthroplcally Inclined, and try  to 
aid them In every possible way. Tho 
o ld ‘‘ sk inflin t" S p iritualist is of no in­
terest to them: sp irits avoid him  as 
they would tho Upas tree.

I have confidence in the patrons of 
T h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  T h i n k e r . 1 do not 
believe they will Ignore my call. If they 
do, in the ‘‘some time com ing" they 
may bo stranded, and cry for help. 
Such an event would a t  least learn them  
an im portant lesson, and they would re ­
alize the cold charity  of the world In its 
fullness. This is Christm as tim e—not 
tha t It is any better than any o ther day, 
but those in spirit-life have selected it 
for the time for us to pass around the 
hat. T hat custom is adopted each Sun­
day at Dr. Thomas’s Church. He rep re­
sents tho People’s Church, and it  is the 
ideal church of Chicago—chuck full of 
philanthropic impulses! W hen there, 
we partake of th a t feeling to the ex ten t 
tha t we would like to cast in the h a t all 
tho money we have and the pocketbook 
too. He represents a congregation bor­
dering onto 1,000, and th e  h a t never 
comes around without nt least 850 or 860 
in it. T h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  T h i n k e r  
represents a congregation more than 
ten times th a t number, and our contri­
butions should be proportionately larger. 
This call should ultim ately bring  in at 
least 8700. and we shall be g rea tly  su r­
prised if it does not.

In w riting  as we do, we have in mind 
most excellent medium, form erly a 

resident of th is city, but now a residen t 
of one of the suburbs of Boston. She is 
not well; an invalid father, a grand old 
man. a veteran S piritualist, 84 years of 
ago, is w ith her, requ iring  her a tten ­
tion. T hat is not all. H er m other, 
very infirm, and now 74 years of age, is 

constant source of anxiety, and the 
burden, in our opinion, is far too g rea t 
for her to bear alone. This medium's 
namo is A n n a  L o r d  C h a m b e r l a i n .  
She has boon before the public since 
1855. H er gifts are varied; one being 
musical. She has often got independent 
slate-w riting. Messages have been 
w ritten on paper placed in draw ers, and 
o ther manifestations of a rem arkable 
nature have taken place in h e r presence. 
W ilbur F. Storey, the g rea t journalist, 
now passed to spirit-life, often attended 
her sconces, and was delighted with her.

We make th is appeal to our readers— 
all who have souls—(those pressed for 
means are not expected to respond), to 
assist th is medium, and thus make the 
burdens of her life ligh ter. If each 
paper we send out result« in bringing to 
her even nn lnslgnlllcaut three ant», she 
will receive 83fi0; if five cents, 8600; if 
ten cents, 81,200.

Ju st think! those little  sums will not 
be missed by any of our readers. As 
soon as you—whoever you are—read 
this, send her som ething: if only a 
dime—send it!

We often met her venerable father— 
ho Is a grand old man, and the mother, 
hL  peer In all respects, and we feel a 
deep Interest In th e ir  welfare. W e will 
put In the hat, to commence w ith, a 
/¡tv ibillnr bill! L et each subscriber send 
her something as a testim onial this 
Christina« day. Send direct to her (not 
to us) as follows:

Anna Loro Chamberlain,
Box 56, Mntlapun,

Maas.
Wo shall make another lm jtortant call 

In the New Year's nutnltor of T h e  P ro- 
(h u s s iv e  T h in k e r . W e desire to 
bring our rcadurs In harmony with the 
philanthropic sages of sptrlt-life.

Chicago Lends.
| l l  leads In everything. I t has one 
Spiritualist paper—not venerable with 
ag e—but the liveliest newspaper babe 
you over saw! I t don't bother itself 
about offering a prize of a sewing ma­
chine, a donkey or chromo to get sub 
scribers. The foe*, is, the best sewing 
machine will be third-class In th ree 
months, and os to a donkey, you can 't 
send the animal by mail, and the 
chromo'.—oh! don't mention It! We 
m ight offer a Brazilian monkey tu 
prize, but some of our conteiniiorarlea 
would a t once uj* us, so we will not do 
even that.

Harlow Davis, pint form test medium 
traveling from place to place, w rltasH  
follow» from Portland, Oregon: “ Your 
ps/iur Is always ft|«>k«n of a« the most 
¡Htnular Spiritual pa/ier tosued. May It 
still continue in prosperitv Is the earnest 

then wish of yours fraternally.r’

T ills  N u m b e r  o f  T in- P r o g r e s s iv e  
Thinker.

I t is magnificent—grand! It is a mug- 
azine of advanced thought! u ligh t to 
illum inate the world! N oo tbor S p irit­
ualist paper on tbl« ea rth  equals It In 
quantity  and quality, and all tills accom­
plished in only two years. Look it  over 
carefully. Hon. II. B. Richmond and 
Hudson T uttle  occupy th e  first page, 
w ith n few o th e r Items of In terest. T hat 
page lieatns throughout with Interesting  
thoughts.

Non’ turn  to the 2nd page. Judge  
Holbrook, W. J . Innls, U. G. Figiey, 

K,” and A. P a trio t unite th e ir  ta len ts 
to inuku tha t page all th a t could be de­
sired.

Now glance a t tho -Id page. Thereon 
Is th a t nob’.e man, John  W ot her boo, who 
never tires In th e  good work. Then fol­
lows It. Neely, a  venerable gentlem an, 
who always th inks to some pur|K>sc;

X ," who gives the  *' P a th e tic  S trug ­
gles of a Sm all Boy:" Mrs. C. H. H inck­
ley. who furnishes us a charm ing  sketch : 
and B. It. Anderson, who portrays in a 
vivid m anner th e  “  Reflections of a 
Crim inal."

T he 4th page is not w ithout in terest. 
T he apjioHl for a  Testim onial for Anna 
Lord C ham berlain should uwaken every 
heurt. T he “  A ddress to  the  sp ir itu a l­
ists of th e  United S lu te s"  should set 
them  to th ink ing . O th er item s there , 
too, of special value.

On the 5th page, Dr. It. B. W est­
brook, W illard J . H ull and Mrs. Cora 
L. V. Richmond unite th e ir  energ ies in 
m aking it sc in tilla te  all over most beau­
tifully!

Keep on, you are not th rough  yet. The 
fith page Is not behind the  tim es in 
value. Dr. J .  H. M endenhall, U. G. 
Figiey, “ 0 ,"  Hudson T u ttle , M. T. C. 
Flower, A nti Dogma, Dr. R . G reer, 
Mrs. M. Schofield. T ru th , and Casual 
Observer, come up serenely and p re­
sent valuable thoughts, and reflections. 
Tho '• Skull and Cross Bonos ” shows 
th a t th e  Rom ish Octopus is not (lead.

Behold! th e  end is not yet, and not 
one advertisem ent! Look a t  the  7th 

e. L ike th e  o thers, i t  is superb! 
udge Rosecrans, Jus Tice, A. S. H ud­

son, M. D. (a leading scientist), R e tla  
A nderson, J .  G. Jackson (the as tro n ­

omer), und A nti Rom ish, un ite th e ir  
energies in producing som ething th a t  is 
en terta in ing  and instructive.

Now we come to the lost page, th e  8th. 
Besides Hudson T u ttle 'sch a rm in g  story, 
O. W . B arnard . Mrs. Em m a Rood T u t­
tle, Lyman C. Howe, come forward with 
refresh ing  thought.

Is not th is  paper all th a t  could be d e ­
sired  in quan tity  and quality? Only 
81 per year: sen t 1.1 weeks for 2o cents.

A Very Common Q uestion.
If the  Darwinian theory  of evolution 

is true, why do we uol observe the  
h ig h e r forms of life evolving from  the  
more lowly, even in our tim es?

Philosophy, w ith such rude d a ta  as 
can be gathered  from geologic changes, 
have traced th e  ex isting  stultified rock, 
made up, in part, of s till e a rlie r  form a­
tions, back th rough  tho ages, from 
:f00,000,00u to 1,526.750,000 years, du ring  
ull of which period th e re  ure evidences 
th a t life in rud im en tary  forms tenanted  
th is  ea rth . If capable of noting ail tho 
changes of anim al life d u rin g  th is 
* e te rn ity  of years,"  we could te ll som e­

th ing  of the transform ations of lower 
life to the h ig h e r du ring  th a t  period, 
and th e re  is no doubt i t  would be well 
m arked.

Tho h istoric age covers less thau  5,000 
years. See how man has developed 
since then, the  civilized races m aking 
g ian t strides: the savage, a rrested  in his 
developm ent, p resen ting  bu t lit tle  pro­
gress physically or m entally  d u rin g  1 
th a t  brief period. T he sam e ra te  of 
change which has m arked th e  progress 
of civilized man du ring  th e  last five m il­
lenniums. carried  on th rough  all th e  in­
te rm ed ia te  years, from the  far-off 
beginning, and we would probably find 
him only a protoplasm , floating on an 
ancient sea. T here , spread on a bound­
less ocean, one floated on th rough  the  
e tern ities, and finally appeared a man, 
endowed w ith God like qualities; while 
developm ent is checked in th e  o ther, 
and he apjiears before us in hum bler 
form, with weaker reasoning powers.

L o o k  a t  Y o u r  P u r s e s !
W e mean ju st w hat we soy!—look a t 

your purses! T ake an Inventory thereof! 
If you are a skinflint, any appeal wc 
may m ake for any one will not m ake as 
much im pression on your soul os a ra in ­
drop on the g ran ite  rock. But wc have 
very few. If any, such readers. Some of 
God's poor, the  sa lt of the  ea rth , have 
not even a dim e to spare. Wo expect 
nothing from them , only th o lr  good 
thoughts. Now, we wont to b ring  our 
reader» in harm ony with thu ph ilan­
thropic sages of spirit-life. W o want 
«bllauthropic vibrations to go forth  
‘rnm nil our suhscrlbors tow ards th a t 
gifted medium, Mrs. Annie Lord C ham ­
berlain. Everybody should respond to 
th is  call, so th a t the  vibrations may be 
so strong th a t angels will listen  to th o lr  
influence. A dim e from each one would 
well into a grand testim onial. A ro wo 

asking too much?

I t  C o st*  Y o u  N o th in g .
The New Revelation In nows/taper en­

terprise costs you nothing: it does, how­
ever, cost us a good deal of money, whleii 
wc expend w ithout a m urm ur. Look at 
tho paper—sec th e  sp irit of en terp rise 
on every pace. W ill you not reward th is  
go-ahead sp irit with*an additional sub­
scriber? Slake a  present of th e  imiier to 
some one; don 't rest until you fool th a t 
you have united with us In th e  groat 
work ol rod coming tho world.

1). I). Robin« w rites: ‘‘T he loading 
artic le  by H. V. Swcrlngen 1» a pen 
picture of facts, and tho num ber I have 
has been lent until It Is worn out, and 1 
am not yet th rough ."

D. 1). Arraes, of Garden Grove, Cal., 
has been getting  up some m eetings there. 
Mrs. Mary A. W hile and Ella M. W hite 
were the attraction».

Mrs. Dr. S till «/teaks in Susquehanna, 
l'a ., the last two Sundays of December. 
She would like engagem ents for thu win­
te r  months. Address h e r  a t George­
town. N. Y.

J . G Jackson sends us two dollars for 
Mrs. H. P arker, Graton, S. D. I t has 
been forwarded to her.

G e n e ra l S u rv e y .
The Hniritualigtic Field—Work­

ers, Doings, Etc.
A. J . Champion, of I^snslng, M ich., 

w rites: “ W e aro s till doing nil we can 
in our humble way, to spread tho lig h t 
of our philosophy and religion. Mrs. 
Nellie S. Baade, of 576 15th St., Detroit, 
Mich,, will be w ith us for the  m onth of 
December. H er discourses last Sunday 
wort* able, und well received. She Is u 
good test medium, yet she makes no

grctenslons to the  same. We hud a t our 
omc com munications from several of 

our sp ir it friends, all very satisfactory, 
and charac teris tic  of them , Mrs. B. hav­
ing no personal knowledge of any of the 
sp irits  com m unicating nor th e  facts 
com municated. A t our C ourt m eeting 
Mrs. Baade was controlled by an O ri­
ental Magi. All presen t realized th a t 
they were In th e  presence of a m aster 
mind. In fact, it was a feast th a t but 
few a t tho present tim e aro privileged to 
enjoy. H er soul Is in the  work, and she 
should be kept employed and reasonably 
com pensated."

C. H. Eaton, of D etroit. M ich., w rites: 
“ December 0, a t Row's Hall, 2*13 M ichi­
gan Ave., th is  city , Mrs. Lena Bible 
held tho first of a* series of m eetings 
which she will conduct th rough  the 
w inter, n t such time« us h e r  services a re  
not In dem and abroad. These m eetings 
consist of lectures un S p iritualism  and 
reform  topics, answ ering questions pro­
pounded by tho  audience, and test-g iv ­
ing. H er m anner 1« self-contained and 
graceful. She has a free and eloquent 
flow of language, w ith grand elocutional 
powers. A w onderful te s t was given a 
gentlem an, an en tire  s tran g e r to  tho 
lady, as he him self declared  in acknow l­
edging  Sts correctness. A ll w ere h igh ly  
en terta in ed  th rough  th e  e n tire  e x e r­
cises, whllu a  goodly num ber w ere en ­
thused bv th e  te s t."

T he Uidlcliu, ol Bloom ington. III., says: 
“ Dr. J .  H . R andall lectured  yesterday 
afternoon on the  subject, * T h e  P rincip les 
of S p iritualism .’ He is an eloquent 
speaker, and his la rge  audience was 
g rea tly  Interested in h is ideas. Dr. 
R andall is a  S ta te  M issionary and is en ­
gaged in collecting  th e  nam es of S p irit­
ualists, and o rganizing  them  in to  soci­
eties w herever possible.” W e hope th a t 
the Doctor will bo constan tly  employed 
in th is  S ta te  alone. Ho is capable of do­
ing a most excellen t work.

“ S eeker A fter T ru th  ” w rites: “ T h ere  
Is a revival In Spiritualism  on th e  South 
Side. T here  seems to  be qu ite  an in­
quiry  as to w hether we live ufter d ea th : 
1 Can you b rin g  any proof?’ I have 
been a tten d in g  m eetings a t  A rling ton  
Hall, to hear th a t  philosophical lec tu rer, 
GeO. W . C arpen ter. H e always proves 
w hat he says. T h ere  is always proof in 
the  hall, by the  re tu rn  of sp irits . L ast 
Sundav Mrs. DeW olf favored th e  m eet­
ing  w ith sla te -w riting : M rs. Denslow 
w ith insp ira tional sing ing ; M rs. C u tte r 
w ith psychom olrical read ings: and Mrs. 
Snow, of Boston, w ith show ers of raps 
all over th e  hall. Mrs. W arne, a t  77 
.'list S t., ha« a crowded hall every  S un­
day. She Is most excellen t, w hich is 
saying enough in h e r  behalf. You get 
positive proof th e re  of the  re tu rn  of our 
sp ir it friends. I t  seems tho  S p ir i tu a l­
ists can 't live on faith : they  w ant posi­
tive knowledge. If any one is in doubt 
as to th e  aftcr-Hfe, a ttend  some of these  
m eetings on th e  South S id e .’’

Mrs. M. E. A kers,of Bloom ington. 111., 
w rites: “ T h e  S p iritu a lis ts  o f th is  place 
have been visited  by the  S ta te  m ission­
ary, and i t  has resu lted  in organization  
T h ree  m eetings w ere held  in Dr. 
W ate r's  office. W e organized  Dec. 7. 
W c have for our officers th e  following: 
P residen t. M. W . P ackard ; V ice-presi­
dent, Dr. Z. W ate rs: S ecre tary . Mrs. M.
E. A kers. T he th ird  m eeting  was a 
continuation  of business, n ineteen  nam es 
being enrolled . Dr. R andall gave a 
lec tu re  in th e  Independent C hurch  Sun­
day afternoon, Dec. 13. I t  was well a t ­
tended. and will bo long rem em bered by 
every  S p iritu a lis t p resen t. A t th e  close 
of th e  m eeting nam es w ere added in our 
book, and we now have th irty -one. Dr. 
R andall cam e am ong us a  s tran g e r, and 
has made many friends. He cannot but 
succeed in his am tointed work. W e o r­
ganized under th e  nam e of th e  Bloom­
ington P rogressive  S p iritu a l A ssocia­
tion .”

C. V. N. House, of S p rin g  H ill, Kansas, 
w rites: “ W e a re  hav ing  some g lo rious 
phenom ena here th ro u g h  th e  m edium s 
W . W . and Mabel A ber.”

A. B. F rench  has been lec tu rin g  a t 
M eadvilie and B u tler, P a., and Jam es­
town, N. Y. Glad to see him  in th e  field 
once m ore.

Prof. W . M. Lockwood Is now lectu r­
ing a t  Council Bluffs. Ho will lec tu re  
th e re  th re e  tim es euch week.

Mrs. Mabel A ber is now a t Springfield, 
Mo., bolding seances.

C. E. W inans has aga in  visited D arien, 
W is.

Moses H ull finishes h is  work In New 
O rleans on Sunduy, Dec. 27th. He s/>euks 
In F ort W orth , Texas, from Jan u ary  1st 
to Jan u ary  13th; In S tu ttg a rt , A rk ., from 
January  14th to  Ja n u ary  21st: In Louis­
ville, Ky., Jan u ary  24th and 31st. He is 
sorry  ho cannot 'answ er o th e r  calls to 
lec tu re  in tho South a t th is  tim e.

R. B. Dean, of Knapp, W is., w rites: 
“ 1 atr. sure If a good lec tu re r and test 
medium should cornu hero and lecture 
and give to*U a week or two, a g rea t 
many would ho convinced."

Mr». Helen T. R rlghntn speaks in 
W ashington du ring  January .

Andrew Proach, of New York, sends 
82 to assist In sond ingT he  P rogressive 
T h in k er  to  those who are unable to  pay 
for it. T hanks, I tro lh e r Prosch.

W e are  out of th e  back num bers of 
The  P rogressive T h inker  containing 
Hudson T u ttle 's  story, “ T ho Convent of 
tho Sacred H eart,"  and hence cannot 
•end back num bers as requested.

J . F. W alker, of P erris , Cal., w rites: 
“  Wo a re  holding developing circles hero 
and l th ink  will soon bo prepared to 
show the  jtoople in th is vicinity th a t 
th e ir  do|»arted friends still live,"

A. A. Hume» w rites th a t  th e  Hon. L 
V. Moulton delivered th ree  discourses 
a t Lyons, Mich., to crowded house«.

On January  1st Mrs. A. 1». W lgg in .nn  
estim able lady, will take |x>s*«s«1o i io f  the  
Cosmopolitan Hotel, Nos. 100 and 102 
F ifth  stree t, San Francisco, Cal. Shu 
write«: " W o  are  all S p iritualist« .”
Those going to  Snn Francisco should 
make a note of the  locality ot th is  hotel, 
and patronD o It.

Thn S tate  organization meets every 
Thursday evening a t th e  residence of 
the 1‘resident, Mr. Jenifer, 22>i W. Mon­
roe stree t.

AN ADDRESS
T o  the Sp iritua lists  of the  

United S tates .

S piritualist«  of th e  U nited S tates, we 
wish to  assu re  you most em phatically  
th a t wo do not, in  o rd e r  to in g ra tia te  
ourselves in your favor, boast of th e  ven­
erab le age of T h e  P r o g r e s s iv e  T h i n k ­
e r : on th e  con tra ry , we often re fe r  to  i t  
os being young in years, and endowed 
w ith th a t  vigorous natu re  and e lastic ity  
of Bplril w hich enabled it to  ascend a t 
once to  th e  head of Us class In point of 
circulation , and also in general useful­
ness. W e have com bined w ith  T h e  
P r o g r e s s iv e  T h i n k e r  a bold and a g ­
gressive policy, and a t th e  sam e tim e 
cu ltiva ted  to  th e  fullest e x te n t th a t  
sp ir it of p rogress w ithout w hich no 
paper can succeed. T h a t S p iritu a lis t 
papers, like  th e  secu lar press, should be 
charac terized  by an en te rp ris in g  sp ir it,  
is self-evident: and w ithou t i t  none of 
them  can succeed to  a  very  g re a t ex ten t. 
T h a t they  have th e  real, genuine, slroon 
pure business sp ir it,  is questionable 
when we lak e  in to  consideration  th e ir  
lim ited  circu lation , and correspondingly  
con tracted  influence. A S p iritu a lis t 
paper a q u a r te r  of a  cen tu ry  old, w ith  a 
leg itim ate  c ircu la tion  far below 5,000, 
may be considered to  be in th a t  lam en t­
ab le condition denom inated  DOTAGE, 
and to  have ou tlived its  usefulness and 
on the  road to  absolute d ea th  in th e  not 
far d is ta n t fu tu re . W e en tered  th e  
field know ing th e  s ta tu s  of th e  sp ir itu a l 
press, and believ ing  th a t  we could so 
change th e  c u rre n t of even ts th a t  
w ithin two years we could 6tep to  th e  
fron t In po in t of c ircu la tion . W c have 
succeeded in  doing th a t  very th in g .

S p iritua lis ts , you see w hat we have 
done. W o h erew ith  p resen t A N E W  
R E V E L A T IO N  In th e  l i te ra tu re  of 
S p iritualism , som eth ing  nev e r before 
a ttem pted  on th e  p a r t of any one con­
nected w ith  th e  sp ir itu a lis tic  press, and 
w hich here to fo re has been deem ed im ­
possible. W e th is  week com m ence th e  
publication of nn e ig h t-p ag e  paper, 
w hich we propose will be sustained  a l­
m ost exclusively w ithou t ad v e rtis in g  
pa tro n ag e—sustained  on its  m e r it s  
alone, com bining as no o th e r  S p ir i tu a l­
is t paper over d id  before—c h e a p n e s s  
and EXCELLENCE. J u s t  look a t  It, S p ir­
itualists! Is It not a  gem , w orthy  of 
your confidence, w orthy of you r esteem , 
w orthy of you r pa tro n ag e  and best 
wishes? To publish such a paper, w ith  
no soap advertisem en ts , w ith  no soda 
advertisem en ts, w ith  no frau d u len t 
m ercan tile  advertisem en ts , i t  should 
have not less th a n  2U,000 c ircu la tio n . 
W ith  th a t  num ber of subscribers i t  will 
wield an  influence for good th a t  can  not 
be over e s tim a ted . J u s t  th in k !—those 
20.00U papers will h av e  a t  least 80,000 
read ers  weekly'. W h a t a  vast a rm y  of 
p rogressive th in k e r»  w ill th e n  be 
b ro u g h t un d er its  gen ial, soul-elevating  
influence. S p iritu a lis ts , th is  des ired  
end can be m ore th a n  ach ieved  a t  once, 
a t  one bound!—a m agnificent leap 
tru ly !—if each  one of o u r p rese n t pa t­
rons will be insp ired  by th e  s p ir it  of 
th is  a r tic le  and secure one add itiona l 
subscriber. In  fact, if ou r p re se n t sub ­
sc ribe rs p a ir  off in  couples, and each  
couple secure one ad d itio n a l subscriber, 
the  paper will stand w here i t  should  a t  
once, and will s c in tilla te  as no o th e r  
paper ev e r  did in  th e  ranks of S p ir i t­
ualism .

W e p resen t you th is  week A N E W  
R E V E L A T IO N ; it  w ill not only aston ­
ish  you but please you, and you w ill to  
a ce rta in  e x te n t p a rta k e  of th e  en th u s i­
asm  w hich an im ates us in ou r efforts to 
redeem  th e  world. W e a re  not a f te r  
the  a lm ig h ty  d o lla r exclusively . O ur 
aim  has been, and is now, to  leave th e  
world b e tte r  th a n  we found It, and  th a t  
should be th e  param oun t ob ject Of every  
S p iritu a lis t. If he o r she has not th a t 
object in  view: If they  fail to  m ake i t  
th e ir  “  cloud by day  ’’ and th e ir  *' p illa r  
of fire by n ig h t,” th en  th ey  have to  a 
ce rta in  ex ten t lived in vain, and they  
will be com pelled to  m ake am ends 
th e re fo r in  th e  n ex t life. S p iritu a lis ts , 
co-operate w ith  us. J u s t  th in k !—we 
lead a ll o th e r  S p iritu a lis t papers In c ir ­
culation, and only two years old! W h a t 
can you expect of T h e  P r o g r e s s iv e  
T h i n k e r  when It has reached  a  q u a r te r  
of a  cen tu ry  In years?

W ith  no o th e r  object in view th an  to  
com bine c h e a p n e s s  and e x c e l l e n c e  
In T h e  P r o g r e s s iv e  T h i n k e r , wo 
have never solicited  ad v e rtisem en ts; 
and, as a general ru le, ooly desired  
those th a t  re la ted  to  m edium shlp , o r 
which had some p h ila n th ro p ise  object 
In view. I t  is tru e  we ad v e r tise  S p irit-  
uallst and frcc-lhough t publications, bu t 
not for tho  money we can ob ta in  th e re ­
by, bu t for the e/nutl we can do.’ W e could 
fill th e  sam e space w ith m ercan tile  ad- 
vertlsem enta, and m ake ten tim es th e  I 
money wc do, bu t o u r aim  is to  spread 
broadcast, as far as possible, th e  g rand , 
soul-elevating and in sp irin g  tru th »  of 
S p iritualism , and th u s g rad u a lly  re ­
deem  the  world and place It on a h ig h e r  
plane.

S p iritualists , you know tho age of 
T h e  p r o g r e s s iv e  T h in k e r . H av ing  | 
succeeded in placing i t  in th e  very  front

m inds com prehensive enough  to  rea lize  
th a t  success is ju st as easy  w ith  an y  o th ­
e r  p riced  paper as one fu rn ish ed  a t  one 
do lla r per year, prorutimj th a t  th e  s p ir i t  
of e n te rp rise  is th o ro u g h ly  Infused in to  
it, and they  should  know, too, th a t  th e  
im ita to r can nev e r be first-class. W h o  
can im ita te  an In g erso ll?  a  W e '^ te r?  a  
B a rre tt?  a  Booth? a  B e rn h a rd t?  I t  is 
th e  o rig ina l gen ius who succeeds—th e  
one who s ta r ts  o u t on new lines:, w ho 
broadens prev ious metb<>d«: w ho »tartlet* 
th e  world w ith  Innovations, an d  whose 
Inventive gen ius Is such  th a t  h e  w ill 
be continually  p resen tin g  so m e th in g  
new.

T h e  * P r o g r e s s i v e  T h i n k e r  h a s  
been a  con tinual su rp rise  to  th e  people. 
W ith o u t any p a r tic u la r  “  flourish  of 
tru m p e t» ,’’ i t  launched  itee lf  on th e  
g re a t sea of hum an life, se ek in g  a  recog ­
nition  w hich was spontaneously  g ra n te d  
by an ap p rec ia tiv e  people. O ne ed itio n  
reached  th e  m arvelous h e ig h t of 125,­
000! T h a t special ed itio n  w as read by 
a t  least 1,000,000 people— a tr iu m p h  
never ach ieved  by any  o th e r  S p ir i tu a l­
is t paper in th e  w orld , i l lu s tra tin g  th e  
im p o rta n t fact th a t  T h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  
T h i n k e r  is born to  lead !—b o rn  to  
tr iu m p h !—born to  p re se n t Innovations, 
and born to  c re a te  a :d ee p  Im pression  on 
th e  world!

S p iritu a lis ts , to  you we a ro  d ev o u tly  
th an k fu l, for your generous su p p o rt and  
u n tir in g  en thusiasm  in  o u r  b eh a lf . 
H ave we not, a f te r  tw o y ea rs  of u n p a ra l­
leled success, gained  you r confidence? 
W o th in k  we have . T h e  S p ir i tu a l is ts  
who have n ev e r taken , and w ill not ta k e  
a S p iritu a lis t paper; w ho a re  no t accus­
tom ed to  rea d in g  ou r l i te r a tu re :  w ho 
stan d s as it w ere, w ith  a rm s folded, and  
gap in g  m ouths, w aiting  fo r th e  “  good 
tim e com ing ,"  a re  only half-fledged— 
half-unfolded—half-sp iritu a lized . W o
can do b u t l i t t le  w ith  th em . W e  w an t 
to  reach  th e  class of S p ir itu a lis ts  w ho 
th ro u g h  though tlessness  h a v e  n ev e r 
placed them selves in  sy m p ath y  w ith  th e  
g re a t th ro b b in g  h e a r t  of o u r  cause! W c 
w ant th e ir  sym pathy , th e i r  suppc»t, 
th e ir  aid  in  th is  g re a t w ork, and in  ‘re­
tu rn  they  will grow  th e  r ic h e r  s p ir i tu ­
a lly ; th e y  w ill expand  in te lle c tu a lly , 
too. w hen in  touch  w ith  tho  g re a t  m ove­
m ent th a t  is now r ib r a t in g  th e  w hole 
world, os nev e r before.

S p iritu a lis ts , wo ask  you to  ca re fu lly  
peruse  th is  p ap e r (w ith  no tw e lv e  o r  
th ir te e n  colum ns of ad v e rtise m e n ts  to  
d isg u s t you), ch u ck  full of in te re s tin g  
rea d in g  m a tte r, and th e n  a ll u n ite  In 
m ak ing  one onw ard m ovem ent, each one 
rJgfiiuiiiy ait additional m bscri’icr! F o r­
w ard. m arch! P re se n t T h e  PTiOGRESS- 
iv e  T h in k e r  to  each  person  u n til  you 
find one who is su scep tib le  to  i ts  a d ­
vancing  s p ir it ,  and  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  i ts  
e lev a tin g  v ib rations, w ho w ill su b sc rib e
for i t .  T hink: t h i n k :: t h i n k ::: of
some one who has n ev e r been b ro u g h t 
w ith in  its  sou l-e leva ting  influence, and  
p resen t th e  p ap e r to  h im , o b ta in  h ia  
subscrip tion  and fo rw ard  i t  a t  once to  
th is  office.

A w ord to  o u r  im ita to rs : W e feel
k ind ly , generously  tow ards you . W e 
will g ive you enough  to  do to  follow  in 
o u r pa thw ay , w hich  w ill be co n tin u a lly  
blazoned o r  m ark ed  w ith  Innovations, 
new schem es, g ra n d e r  purposes, an d  
h ig h e r  asp ira tio n s , and a ll w itl be so 
p rom inent and  s ta r t l in g  th a t  ev en  th e  
d u lle s t in te lle c t can  perce iv e  th e i r  po­
tency and th e  a s to n ish in g  re su lts  th a t  
m ust follow: you w ill have  no tro u b le  in  
seeing  o u r  pathw ay , g ra n d  w ith  effects, 
sc in til la tin g  w ith  co m p reh en siv e  m e th ­
ods, and  flUcd w ith  th o se  w ho a r e  e n ­
th u sia s tica lly  a id in g  us In th e  w ork : 
b u t you w(ll be com pelled  to  em ploy  a d ­
d itiona l In te llec tu a l »team  to  k eep  w ith ­
in speak ing  d istance.

I t  is C h ris tm as  tim e  now: and  S p ir i t ­
ualists, I ap p eal to  you to g iv e th l«  p a p e r  
a g ran d  boost; le t "it be sa id  w hen a n ­
o th e r  C h ris tm as ro lls  a round  th a t  T h e  
P rog ressiv e  T h in k e r  not only  leads 
In c ircu la tio n  a ll o th e r  S p ir i tu a l is t  p a ­
pers, b u t has a  la rg e r  c irc u la tio n  th a n  
any of th e  so-called re lig io u s p ap e rs  now 
publish ed .

S p iritu a l Salt.
“  Ye a re  th e  s a l t  of th e  e a r th ;"  said  

one. No one need» to  bo to ld  th e  valuo  
of sa lt as a  p e ra o rv a ilre  o j m eats  an d  a ll 
th a t  e n te rs  th e  stom ach  to  su s ta in  life. 
T h e  purpose of e a r th -life  is to  unfold th o  
soul and sp ir it. W h o ev er do^s th a t  is 
th e  sa lt of th o  e a r th ;  b u t w hoever fails 
to  do i t  Is liko th o  sa lt w h ich  lo st i ts  
saltnesa and is good for n o th in g . T en  
righ teous m en would have saved  Sodom ; 
how m any would i t  ta k e  to  save o u r  
coun try  from  being  ru ined  by th e  g ree d  
of Ihe tnoney-lovcr? T h e  th in k in g  
m inds ru le  th e  w orld. V ice e v e r  pays 
tr ib u te  to v irtu e . K now ledge g o v ern s 
ignorance, and preserve»  th e  w orld. 
L et it bo «aid of S p ir i tu a lis ts : "  Ye aro  
the  sa lt of th e  e a r th ."  L et H udson T u t­
tle 's  ap h o rism  be e v e r  before th e  m ind , 
th a t: “ M an as a  dual being  face* tw o 
worlds, and  is am enab le to  th e  laws of 
bo th :"  and “ T ho  one g re a t  t r u th ,” 
w hich we announced la te ly , by re q u e s t 
of g u ard ian  sp ir its , th a t:  “ E v ery  in d i­
vidual has to  answ er in  th e  n e x t w orld  
for th e  w rongs done in  th is :  an d  no 
sacrificial a tonem en t will save h im  from  
th e  ju s t d e m erit of h is  tran sg re ss io n s ."

Since th e  la te  w ar o u r c o u n try  has 
been go ing  on in  a  mad c a re e r  of m oney­
m aking, and overg row n fo rtu n es a re  
being  filched from th e  necessities of th o  

th o  i*oor a re  becom ing
"u7 7 ,  ‘.a "  I™ "11 jk*>rer,CuuU*objee't» oVcbarUy, instead ofranks of ¡spiritualist publications, leav- JMllcei Helen Campbell, in th e  Arc»«,
ing one, ut least, venerable w ith ag e  | »ays: “ T h e  g row th  of th o  m e rc an tile

sp ir it, w ith its  g reed  for m o n ey -g e ttin g , 
has b rough t in l u  tra in  a d ec reas in g

(not many blocks away) so far in the  
rea r th a t we a tta c h  no significance 
w hatever to  its  existence, have you not 
th e  r ig h t  to  expect in th e  fu tu re  m ust 
m arvelous resu lts from ou r work? B e­
ing th e  original dollar pupsi’.tho  orig inal 
agent to  Instill now life in to  tho  lan ­
gu ish ing  sp iritua l press, o th e rs  have 
followed in our footsteps, a/ntl our 
m ethods, copied verbatim ou r very an ­
nouncement*, and expected to  reap  suc­
cess along the mime lines, not hav ing

wage, th e  sw eating  system , and  all th o  
ev ils born of tho  m ad ru sh  for w ea lth ."  
VYe see but one cu re  for th is  ev il, and  
th a t 1« fviritualiMitiem, w hich  will m uku 
tr o th  and ju s tice  th e  re g u la to r  of tra d e  
and com m erce. A re  S p ir i tu a lis ts  ready’ 
to  In au g u ra te  th is  reform  an d  be th e  
wilt of tho e a r th , and a re  in d iv id u a ls  
ready to  obey th is  law, and  sav e  them« 
>«<ives from  s in k in g  in to  p e rd itio n  by 
th e  w eigh t of th e i r  u n ju stly -g o tten  
w ealth?

a
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CHRISTMAS.
Its History and Nature De­

fined.
UY UK. R. U. WE8TDK00K.

At fir»t Christmas was what the Al- 
raftnac call» a "  movable feast," like 
Good Friday and Easter, and was often 
confounded with the Epiphany, and was 
celebrated by the Eastern churches In 
April and Mav. In the fourth century, 
Pope .Julius I. ordered an Investigation 
Into the particular date of the birth of 
Jesus, and the result of this Inquiry was, 
the conclusion th a t he was born the 25th 
of December.

I t Is hardly necessary to say that this 
Is a m atter of more arbitrary conjecture, 
as nothing Is certainly known concerning 
the day or even the year of the birth of 
Jesus. Among celebrated Christian 
writers, one hundred and thirty-three 
different opinions have boon expressed 
as to the time of the so-called nativity— 
and the latest conclusion of the best 
scholarship Is, that nothing Is certainly 
known on this subject, and that the 
chronology of the first four hundred 
years of the Christian Era Is unreliable, 
as no permanent or trustworthy records 
were Kept,

It must not bo supposed, as bus been 
intimated, that the church of Rome, In 
fixing the 25th of December as the timo 
for celebrating the birth of Jesus, did so 
because she had reliable Information as 
to tnis date. She must have had some 
o ther reason for fixing her Christmas 
festivities a t this particular time. And 
now It Is right to recognize the well 
established fact that at the precise 
time, In each year, corresponding with 
the 25th day of the 12th month, from 
the earliest periods of which history 
gives any account, ull nations have been 
accustomed to hold festivities very 
similar to the Christmas rites of the 
Romish church. So for from the tru th  
la the idea that celebrations now known 
as Christmas holidays are less thau 
nineteen hundred year* old, similar, If 
not Identical celebrations were held 
thousands of years before the Infant 
.Moses was rescued from the ark of bul­
rushes, or the young child of Mary re­
ceived "g iftso f  gold, fraffkincense and 
m yrrh."

In Buddhistic temples, before the 
dawo of consecutive chronology, on 
Hindoo plains on the 25tb of December, 
thousands and thousand» of years ago, 
festivities similar to our modern Christ­
mas were celebrated. Houses were 
illuminated and made bright with gilt- 
paper and gay colors, and garlands of 
evergreen and flowers were seen In 
every direction, while friends con­
gratulated each other with good wishes 
and presents were exchanged among 
friends and relatives.

In the Chinese sacred books, we have 
similar accounts of the most gorgeous 
celebrations held on the 25th day of the 
twelfth month.

Celebrations still more imposing were 
held on tho 25th day of December among 
the ancient Persians, long, long before 
the sorrowful times when the Hebrew 
captives sat by the rivers of Babylon, 
and mingled their tears with the turgid 
waters " a s  they remembered Zion!"

Festivities in honor of Osiris and Isis, 
nnd their son Horus, were celebrated in 
Egypt long before the emigration of 
Joseph and Jacob, and when the pyra­
mid» were young, and that, too, on tho 
25th of December.

Some light will pour in upon this sub­
ject when we consider the fact that 
these celebrations were all hold In com 
mcmoralion of the alleged birth of a 
divine man, having a supernatural 
father and a human virgin mother 
Satcla and Christina, and other Indian 
incarnations, all had virgin mothers, 
and so had the hero-gods of Egypt, 
Persia Greece, Home, Thibet, and Slex- 
ico. The virgin mother of the Savior of 
the Druids, more than 2,000 years ago, 
had a crown of twelve star» upon her 
head, and her foot wa* placed u|*»n the 
bead of a serpent, and the same devices 
are found engraved In the stone cave 
temples of India, made thousands of 
rear» ago. W hat does it all mean? 
\Vbat U the real source of these uniform 
legends, which place the birth of a god 
on the 25th of December, and make 
them all so much alike?

The Persian maglan» accounted to 
the populace for the Introduction of evil 
Into the world by a fable ol a serpent 
tempting the first woman to pluck a for­
bidden apple- This act, a» the apple 
ripens late in autumn was of course fol­
low«! by the prevalence of winter; with 
darkness and cold—the kingdom of 
the  evil principle-and necessitated the 

option of clothing. The mischief thus 
ht about could oDly he remedied 

agency of the sun, which they 
* with tho principle of good.

;ay assigned to the birth of the 
of all ancient religions was the 
that assigned by the church to 
a«. The shortest day being De­
ll, the birth of Christ Is put on 
, the first day that shows »ny­

lon: while the lowest point, 
might excite doubt. Is assigned to 

itlng apostle, Thomas 
point here to be made is this; 

Homan breviary, and In short, 
'ar> of all ritualistic churches, 
upon the astronomical religion 

t pagans, nnd that Christmas Is 
lion to this rule. Take ncata- 
all the festivals and saints' days 

Ism and Episcopacy, and with 
guide than a common almanac 

get a hint as to the origin of 
of them.

streaming rays of the tun's glory 
'  ig* around tho beads o f  the 
Cbriahna, the Grecian Apollo, 

the Catholic Jesus, are very sug- 
tho tun worship, and our mod

history, between dogma and doctrine.
True religion consists not In dogma, 

but In doing; not In creed, but In (Teed; 
not In wliul you call yourself, but In 
what you are. True Christianity Is a 
Ufo, not ii form: a spirit, nol u letter. It 
Is a  pure life of reverent worshipfulness 
and practical beneficence.

Well, Christmas will come and gal 
Tho sun will pass the crisis! und [metic­
al ly muy be said to have a new birth. 
Tho days will got longer and brighter,

CHRISTMAS.
The Lesson It Conveys.

A C r l t l r u l  A n a l y s i s  o f  f i l l s  I 'c N ta l  
I m y .

Tho significance of a festival day de­
pends altogether upon tho Ideas of those 
who obsorvo It. To tho C hristian who

and soon the perfume of vernal Mowers j o b s e r v e s  overylhlog objectively, C hrist
ums Is and always has Is-en a literalismwill float upon the winds. We shall

huve our Christmas Jr01'* nr|d ever-1 Vvliloh finds no*correspondence In fact, 
greens, _ln defiance of tho wrath of | Tho Christian world has huon taugh t
Father Tortulllan, who seventeen hun 
dred years ago denounced them its 
"gross Idolatry." Hut few of us will 
think of the mistletoe of the unefout 
Druids, or the foliage of laurel, myrtle 
und Ivy, with which unden t pagans 
sought to entice the ir sylvun deities 
from the forests to the ir household fire­
sides. In the [ingan worship of tho sun, 
us tholr best conception of the over-all 
spirit, us In the Christian doltlcutlon of 
the man Jesus, we recognize tho father­
hood of God and the brotherhood of 
man, nnd with tho angelic messengers, 
join In tho Christmas carol of " Fence 
on earth  and good will lo men!"

The fact tha t history is silent concern­
ing the ftmi of the birth of Jesus, is one 
of the many facts th a t throw a  doubt 
over the claim th a t Jesus was a really 
huloricnl person, and suggests whether 
ho was not largely an imptrtonntlon. 
And hero we take the brood ground that 
whether thero was a real man or not 
makes no difference whatever, bocuuso 
the writiogs them »cl ves are largely ideal, 
and so make tho man what he was not. 
No two persons worship the same God, 
the "  personified Infinite." The con­
ception of God must itself be limited and 
Incomplete, und therefore Inadequate 
and largely Ideal. No two persons be­
lieve In the same Jesus, so there must 
be as many Ideals as there are believers. 
The habit of exaggerating, of deifying, 
those whom we have been taught lo 
regard as the greatest and best Is a 
well-known disposition of the human 
mind. Indeed, a  “ functlonof tho church 
is the cultivation of the ideal.’’ This Is 
so palpabie tha t the- legends of all re­
ligions recognize this principle to sue» 
an extent that most of them represent 
their “ saviors" as having been born of 
virgin mothers. Catholics flock to the ir 
temples and in parrot-Uke utterances 
worship an Ideal Jesus and an equally 
ideal Virgin, and thus cultivate only the 
Ideal side of th e ir  nature. I t  Is very 
much easier to excite the imagination 
than to convince the understanding: 
and this Is the real secret of the strength  
of Catholicism and the weakness of P ro­
testantism. Catholic worship is mainly 
spectacular, an appeal to the senses, anil 
Is therefore attractive alike to the un­
educated and the educated. They 
believe the gospels literally, because they 
have had the principal incidents re­
corded In them set forth before the ir 
eyes from the ir very b irth , and they 
cannot be reasoned out of what they 
have never been reasoned into.

But we are told th a t Jesus must have 
been a real person or he never could 
have exerted the Influence tha t he bus 
for the lostelghtecn hundred years upon 
so many millions of people. Lot us see: 
If Jesus ever dwelt upon thio earth  It

to believe tha t Christinas was the natal 
day of Jesus Christ, when as a m atter of 
fact no Christian authority  eari place 
tha t birth  within live months of the day 
so ta p a r ta sa n  observance of the event. 
Like everything else In tho early doc- 
trlnus of tho church, the incor/iorullon 
of an old heathen custom wa« found nec­
essary to bolstor up the tnlraelnofu God- 
bcgotlcn man, und so tho 25lh day of 
December was fixed upon os the day.

As a m atter of fact tho 25lh day of 
Decorabor has no more connection with 
the birth  of Jesus than the winking of a 
Cuff re savage has lo do with the sun’s 
combustion, nnd thus has come down to 
us tho iong line of crystallized mum

tho true Christm as. The church must 
come down from the cross nnd get Into 
the g rea t h ea rt of hum anity: It must 
leave tho uncertain raptures of the 
next world and take up the certain  
miseries of this world ere Its professions 
und pretences will strike  a balance with 
tho needs of the hour.

The world needs a security  for tho 
faith It place* in the God It worship*. It 
need* th a t security which enable* every 
Htrlckcn human being to lift up a heart 
of despair to a love which fathom* IU 
woe and ho*tow* a just recom|«*nto, 
This Spiritualism  alone cun perforin. 
Humanity Imbued with the knowledge 
of a future life can fuco with fortitude 
every vlcl*«ltude of m ortality. I t enables 
tho boroaved father, poor and lowly, who 
with hi* motherless babes gather* a t  the 
Christum* feast where only u c ru st and 
a cup of water await* them , lo*ny: "Yes, 
dear*, she I* hero! though may bo wt 
can not *oo her, * ho I* here! ** '* |
hero! We arc all h e re !"

The wisdom of A ristotle or the title  of 
an archbishop could not give th a t paren t 
a hotter assurance! Hometlme* Is given

question» arise, the first of which Is; 
W hut work I* the re  for a "  Notional o r­
gan ization" to do In connection with 
Spiritualism ? You may answer very 
properly: “ To promote the m anifesta­
tion* of HpirltuulUm, express It* teach­
ings nnd facilitate the forw arding and 
Mpreodlng of th is lig h t In the-w orld." 
Wo u«k: Is not th a t already accom­
plished by the  very power from whom 
the n m n ife s tntlons come? And are  you 
nol as Individual BpIrlluullsU doing 
th a t work already?

If Hplrltuallsm has any general work 
lo do, 1» not th a t work belter done w ith­
out tho m achinery of

. . own
ol confounding the
th a t Hplrltuallsm breathe« the grand 
democracy of tho human family upon all

with It? T he trouble with religion Is 
hsi much organization; C hurch and S tale 
arealike groaning under the w eight of loo 
much organization. T he world’s history 
[»roves tria l OrynnltUtOms llnurleh at the 
exprnte uf Truth,

T he second question I*: W ho will or- 
M olhur Is | ganlze? You will anawer, “ Hplrlltml- 

IsU, or a t  least, re jirc ten lu liit S p iritu a l­
ist«." Ayo, "  there 's tho rub ," S p iritu ­
alist« a» a rule rep resen t them selves. 
Every S p iritu a lis t contains hla o r her 

ladlef, knowledge, Vilhle, creed, ununto the poor an d  tho despised tho office I ow n i s j i i u » ,  s n u « i i» K S , im im , u e r a i ,  uu- 
.............................wise; and thus It 1« belief, dogm atism , liberality , and sp irit-

of Its inetnbors—nono of them  lost, but
merlus which mark th is day, In foe« of all cradled In Ihu care of ab»i»|iite love.

.  .  ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ » » I T r i  I  I n .  r u f t i f t o c i s  h, I / . n  n r  1 1 . 1 « .  . I l  a r i  ss  s s  nthe fact th a t all such ceremonials have 
th e ir  origin and meaning In som ething
also.

Now tho tiourer wo get Into line with 
tru th  tho better procured wo are to 
know tho moaning or Christm as. Of 
course, tho Christian may make th is  us- I 
sort Ion, but the whole m atter Is pivoted 
upon this; W hat constitutes tru th ?  | 
Tho answer Is perceived only in tho re­
sults of experience. If tho C hristian ’s 
view of Cnrlstma* were true, and ho 
had the power to m aintain ail th a t he 
claims, there never would have been an 
Ingersoll, a  Darwin, a W allace, a Mas­
sey. a l ’aine or a P a rk e r  In tho world to 
"d im  the glory of the Lord." N othing 
so exasperates a bigot as the thought 
that unybody except bigots have a r ig h t 
to live.

Now, just In the pro|iortton th a t tho 
Calvins. Puscys, M uthersand Edwardses 
have died off, together with th e ir  
progeny, men have been enabled to get 
on tho track of tru th . W hat follows? 
Christm as Is fo u n d  to Iks a rem nant or 
entallm ont o f a very old superstition 
which had Its origin In the movements 
of the earth  around the Sun. The na­
tions prior lo "A nno Domini" used to 
celebrate by religious observance the 
dawn or b irth  of the Sun from the  shadow 
of his long sleep, when all nature arose I 
to welcome the Increasing days and keep 
company with the m arch of tho solar 
orb as he climbed h igher and h igher and | 
h igher the N orthern heaven, and shed 
his his beams upon renewed vegetation. 
It was a day of rejoicing, because a new 
year was born; it wus a festival day and 
rich bounties were offered to tho  Sun-

In the possession of th is divine econ­
omy lies the h ighest significance of th is 
festival day, and those who havo co m e  
Into it  can say with B ryant:
■•Bo live th a t w hen th y  sum m on» conies to  Join 
T he In n u u irrsh le  csrsvsn t l is t  moves 
To t l is t  m ysterious reslu i w here  e s rh  slis ll 

tak e
I lls  cham ber In th e  s ilen t h s lls  o f d eath ,
T hou go n o t like th e  q u a rry  slave a t n ig h t, 
Scourged to  hla d u n g c u ; o u t, su s ta in ed  and 

soothed
f ir  an u n fa lte rin g  tru s t, approach  th y  g rave  
L ike one  who w raps th e  d rapery  of h is couch 
A ta u t  h im , and  lies dow n to  p leasan t d ream s."

W i l l a r d  j . H u l l .

IN RE ORGANIZATION.
A Critical Analysis of the O ft- 

Repeated M ovem ent.

Thought* Prcaoiited W orthy of* 
Carel'nl Conalrloratlon.

Ity th o  G uides o f  M rs, C ora I». V. 
m onti.

I t l c l l

WRITTEN EXPRESSLY FOR THE PRO­
GRESSIVE THINKER.

Since the advent of what U for con­
venience known oa Modern Spiritualism , 
each decade of forty-odd years of ex is t­
ence has witnessed several effort« in 
"N a tio n a l"  or general organization 
among some portions of those accepting 
Its teachings and m anifestations. The- 

God for bringing the  people out of trir>- jaeic 0f «ucce*« a ttend ing  these various
ulation. and num erically-lim ited a ttem p ts ha»Now, thore i» a sp iritual in te rp re tation  ■ ■■ u  • • * ■
to all thl» which constitutes the only sig ­
nificance which Spiritualists can accord 
to Christmas.

Under the long nigh t of the dark  ages 
when earth  In mental shadow rested, 
and ignorance like a pall hovered over 

- , . , , and stilled aspiration and Inquiry, the
must have been several hundred years 1 r)COp)e were, indeed, w ithout a savior. 

Not one of the many mill loos who 'fhuy aokod for thu broad of And
have worshi|K.-d him since his few years atones mocked the ir prayers. For ages 
of sojourn here hut have done so In angel world had been w ithdrawn, 
view of what they have heard of him or (jongjlln t[no j,ad completed the work 
read of him. They never saw him  and I th a t Iscariot began when he performed 

I never heard his voice. He wrote n o th -1 - - - ■ -
ing and never authorized any one else to 
write anything. A fter the lapse of 
nearly two centuries from his death the 
four gospels appeared. Very little  Is 
told of him there. If you take out what 
1» repeated concerning him therein, you 
would not have, in length, what would 

| make a modern sermon: and tha t would 
be found full of contradictions, ab­
su rd itie s  and impossibilities. Those 
who have believed on him have believed 
on what they called testimony concern­
ing him: and th a t testimony would have 
produced the same effect whether true 
or false If they really believed It. The 
real existence of an alleged person is not 
essential to excite adm iration if it 1» 
really believed that he existed. The 
Swiss loved and honored W illiam Tell 
just as much a» if he had not In these 
la tter years been [»roved a myth. The 
world’s history teems with the heroic 
deeds of many noble persons (impersona­
tions) who never had an existence, and 
the literature of the race would greatly 
suffer by striking out all tha t Is fictitious.
The reason that the ideal C hrist has

been ascribed by those zealous In th e  be­
lief th a t organization 1« needed to every 
reason except th e  real one, i . t . :  T he 
lack or absence of any need or demand 
for such organization.

Local societies—circles—classes—have 
been formed, attended with tho success 
Incident to m ere tem poral arrangem ents, 
and as such are  every way desirable; but 
a general o r national organization im ­
plies som ething to be form ulated, and 
som ething to be done in the way of prop- 
agandlsm . W e propose w ithin th e  brief 

. .  . 1 ., y , , . . 1 lim its of th is  artic le  to show our views
his part in the dram a of salvation bv be- thU  BV1bjcct. and why. in
traylng Jesus to the Itomans. Animal-1 oup orilnlrm such general ori'A iii/atlon
ism and superstition ran rio t and carved 
effigies upon the tombs of wisdom. The 
harvest had been housed in the granaries 
of kings, and the starv ing  peoplelost the 
F ather of Life, Ealing the hide and 
hair of the fatted ox, they learned to 
worship a whiskered god.’ Man’s ex­
trem ity  became tho priest»»'opportunity. 
A fter centuries of thraldom  doubt be­
came brave enough to dem and an answer 
to its queries. This was the first glim ­
mer of the new dawn. T he g rea t Infidels 
of the past held aloft the beacon ligh t 
which led an oppressed world out of 
Egyptian darknc«*. As men began to 
question, cowls began to cover shorn 
pales and chasubles assumed a new 
meaning. But doubt, while ridding the 
world of a vampire, evolved a dragon. 
Then followed the confusion of thought 
which mode the modern Babel; over 
which the rising Sun of T ru th  cast It« 
first rays. Hum anity saw the light, and 
while It blinded manv a few raised up

uni phenom ena and theories, within 
tho Individual brain, and no m ortal or 
sp irit would be daring  enough to a t­
tem pt to do any portion of th e  peculiar 

I process known an "fo rm ing  one's own 
opinion." for ano ther. Kplrltuulists 
pride them selves more on trils Intense 

| Individuality of opinion and conviction 
than upo»j any o th e r one fact. Even the 
tru th  of S p iritualism  Itself Is loss to 
such as these than  the etjn. W ho will, 
or can. any S p iritu a lis t represen t, hut 
himself?

Many say: "  B ut wo can organize on a 
general basis of belief, and a  sta tem en t 
of the fundam ental teachings of S p iritu ­
alism .’’ *‘ A general basis of b e lie f"  1» 
a  misnomer. T he m anifestations of 
S piritualism  are dem onstrations, or they 
are nothing; no S p iritu a lis t believe» In 
S p iritualism ; he knows. "  A belief In 
the g rea t O verruling  Intelligence m ight 
bo the  first form ulation," you say. Ev­
ery person huvlng even the sm allest 
experience among S p iritua lists  well 
knows th a t th e re  is no one word upon 
which th e re  Is such a con tra rie ty  and 
d iversity  of belief and non-belief 0» the 
word God. T h a t any th ing  approaching 
w hat they w ith honor nam e a '* personal 
G od" is a veritab le  btU noir, and th a t 
even tho  phrase Infinite In telligence la 
a ltoge ther too definite a term  lor th a t 
nam eless som ething th a t pervades the 
universe. Besides, to  us it would seem 
th a t to organize on the  basis th a t the 
sun shines would mean ju s t a» much. 
Affirm a th ing , o r form ulate it, and 
some one will feel called upon to deny 
It. And in such a  case, argum en t o r ev ­
idence Is a waste of tim e.

"  A belief In the  existence of sp ir it 
here here and hereafter, and tho  in te r 
communion from th e  sp ir it to the  m ortal 
side of life, m igh t be a common basis." 
Yes; but a« said before, th a t  Is know! 
edge. An organization affirm ing It does 
not m ake It more true. "  B ut wo can 
aid o thers in gain ing  th is  '¿nowlcdge,' 
you say. We answer: You do th a t  a l­
ready, as far as Is in your power. Local 
societies spring ing  up have th e ir  perm a­
nen t or ephem eral existence, and pa»» 
away. Periodicals and publications nave 
th e ir  long or sh o rt periods of duration , 
arid books w ithout num ber give record 
of the experiences and theories of 
those who havo received them . No 
general form ulated work could hav 
produced ono-tenth p a rt of the  result« 
obtained already  la  the  spread ing  of 
knowledge of s p ir it  communion.

“ But, you say trium phan tly , "w o  
can aid in tho developm ent of medium 
ship, nnd help  to  p resen t th e  facts to 
the Investigator."  W e answer: Every 
w orker o r p rom inen t medium for any 
phase of sp ir it m anifestation, has been

tho m ovement u* a whole, o r nationally 
—o r oven In localities, like S tales or 
cities, m ust to  u tte rly  free from any 
formulnh-d belief or creed.

I» 't th e re  lx- a* many local societies 
os you please: »» many circles as may bo 
required to m eet the  dem and »of Increas­
ing Inquiry;«« many narnp meeting'» and 
niitillc assemblage* for Interchange of 
[dens os are the »[»ontaneous outgrow th 
of the movement; as many periodicals a* 
the iieople will sustain, and ns g rea t 
unity In nil th is  d iversity  as is possible; 
ar.d let Spiritualist*  work, one and all,

| with such gifts und evidence as each 
organization than | posse»»».-« for tho tou ring  forward of the 

‘ message of "  glad tid ings."
T here  are th roe ways In whlah tho 

m»»du of knowledge of sp irit communion 
may to  a Mod by those on ea rth , but lo 
each nnd all of those ways the re  is the 
danger of offensive proselyting or cow­
ard iy hesitancy, anti one Is os much to 
be avoid»*) as tho o ther:

The first Is tho Individual «sffort to aid 
»»thors In obtaining evidence of tho 
phenom ena and In telligent communion 
with du|>arlod friends. All efforts in 
th is  d irection (which is th e  prim al one) 
m ust be attended with m ore or less d if­
ficulty, as no one can know when, 
w here or under w hat circum stances the 
de»lr»-d evidence (nay coma. Those who 
have tried  to convince friends or to 
afford them  opportunities of receiving 
evidence, will readily  recall the dlf- 
flcultl'is attend ing  the situation. No 
m anifestations o r message* can be 
guarante«d a« sure to occur: even when 
tho  medium Is considered the most re­
liable and tho conditions the  most per­
fect. No one knows w hether the

Is not possible when th e  nature and sco|»e 
of th e  sp iritual outpouring u|»on the 
world Is duly considered.

So stupendous a tru th , presented In 
such a variety of fact», and »o vast a 
realm  of teaching as th e  word S p iritu a l­
ism implies, cannot be o ilier than a 
movement d irected  and governed by the  __
Power* from whence the m anipulations I b e tte r  condition» po-sï?>ïè th an  those of

[»ontancously develo|»ed in th e  home 
circle, often w ithout even th e  sim ple 
" s i t t in g  around the  table," which was 
in vogue forty y»;ars ago. T here  a re  no

come. Using, It Is true , as the  m eans of 
expression. many sta tes and conditions 
of human life, and many Individuals as 
Instrum entalities of m anifestation. S p ir­
itualism  Is, however, an Impulsion from 
beyond the voluntary action of tho hu­
man mind; is not a science th a t  can be 
form ulated, nor a theology th a t can bo 

| fashioned into creeds, a rtic les of faith 
and forms of belief.

I t is a solvent, like w ater or fire! I t Is 
an Illum ination, like the  sunshine! I t  Is 
general, like the  atm osphere! I t is 
especial, like consciousness.

1 ne_ r‘ia*on ln “1 tnc iaeai c n r is t  na* au thority  stalked bv in polished am 
exerted so much greater Influence than „Htiorlng array , hut It had no longe
any other impersonation Is because so - -- ................  *
many skillful artist« have bestowed the ir 
best labor upon it, and because the 
figure 1» so ancient and contains so many 
filatures tha t commend themselves to 
tho human mind and heart.

Hut I have not room here to 
take up the question of the h is­
torical character of Jesus. I have 
thoroughly studied this m atter for years, 
and It Is no breach of privilege to an­
nounce tha t I am about to publish a 
book In which the subject 1» exhaustively 
treated.

, .- - , self of ns much or as little  of sunlight,hut It had no long«r 1 - - . . .

P a s s e d  to  S p ir i t-L ife .
Passed to splrlt-llfe, Dec. 5,1M»I, Clara 

B. Langhatn, aged 2!l years, youngest 
daughter of A. H. and L. A. Richmond. 
She leaves a dear husband and iwusweel 
little girls to mourn her Irrimarablc lots. 

I ’dix. Mra. A. H. R ichmond.

1 a*«cd to sptril-llfe. from Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, last A ugu^, Dr. George W. S te­
ven», at about the age of TO. He wot a 
magnetic healer from his youth, and a 
Spiritualist before the name was known; 
he alto lectured and attended funerals 
when called upon. Living In an ortho­
dox »»mmunity, his rare giftft ft. ft . . .  W U-ift UUUlUlllliUr, UM IWC H»*ft of healing —-  «11.,*..-»«» Wl I«1IUU Will Q|l»IIUft.

church»« snow their Ignorance and WIM M  c*ercUed to its full extent, yet The service which humanity ought to
■Hr I n n  r 1 rw» m  1 n •» r\ r a  I h o v  (r ivn  II n , . .  ■ . .  * » . ___ . _ — 1 > ■. a  > >. » .

and
had

the power to terrify . Job had been un­
earthed again and men began to echo I 
his sentim ent. A g rea t cry for ligh t as- 
ccndcd to the supernal realms, and the ] 
world of L ight and Life and Love 
heard tho cry and gave back tho 
answer. Thu» dawned tho C hrist­
mas of an epoch: th»- Lord of a cycle: 
tho Voice of a New DU|M.'n»allon: It* 
name Modern Spiritualism .

The significance of Christinas, then, 
Is found chiefly la  the knowledge th a t 
life la eternal, and th a t from the inauso- 
leum of grief the resurrection morn gilds 
anew the chambers of hope.
"Elernsl Jl-qw! when yonder sphere» »iiMIme 
Peeltyi their first notes 1 0  sound the msreh of 

Time,
Thy Joyous youth tocsn, l»ut not to fade 
When all the sDter planets have decayed. 
When wrapt In Are the realms of ether glow. 
And llesvru's last thunder shakes the world

below.
T hoa, undism ayed, sha ll o 'e r  the ru ins sinlle, 
And light thy torch  s t N a tu re ’s funera l p ile ,"

Following tho exaltation and certainty 
of hone, coroe* tho responsibilities of life 
and the ir bearing u|s»n the enjoyments 
of a common destiny. Each has a duty 
to pertnrm not only toward self but 
toward the betterm ent of the Race and 
the upbuilding of Dolfic conceptions.

by the prom inence they  g ive  It In 
occom tion* ar.d symbols. The In- i 

observer * « *  evidence of the  
1 ifss-worshlp. a* also of the ter- 
1 Phalllc-w orshlp.oa every hand 
Christians, especially  In the  
I Church«-», and wonders al the  

Iff aorsnee and superstition, 
«lions of (,'hrUlma* and 

l ib  their special service«, all 
the solar worship, w hile the 
the hoV-erna» buns, the mystic 

*«d even church steeple», 
under»!»»»!, would hriD g the 

) to m odest cheek« 
can be said against the good 

y making Of the Christ­
, but ore should not allow  

powers to [a im  them  upoo 
what they are not. It Is 

the gas[»el». and with 
-o f the ages—the retig- 

neop’ew—but we 
bet ween legend sod

ooaastonally a wonderful euro 
wrought. The srriter testifies to the 1 
saving of her life by his power: also to 
the opening of her eyes to the tru th  and 
beauty of Spiritualism by his medlam- 
sblp. His life was so consistent. »0 de­
voted to the guod of humanity, th a t he 
sra* respected and esteemed by all who 
know him. M rs. P . 8 .  W EED.

E N. Pickering, of Marshaltown, 
Iowa, writes: "  The light of sp irit tru th  
Is vrrily dawning In this section of 
country. There seems to be a  g reat con­
centration of spirit power a t all our asso­
ciation circle*, seances and meetings, 
and quite a number of our mem tor» «re 
being developed, with several »uAclenlly 
developed to demonstrate the tru th . 
We are promised many grand results, 
and aotna of them have taken shape, 
while others are In good program toward 

i fruition."

bestow upon Deity finds its best expres­
sion In kindness and forbearance to one 
and another, and th is service Involves 
no dlsniiitlon of justice. W ith the march 
of th is divine tru th , all Ideas of ex trane­
ous worship and ceremonial fade away 
and humanity real* upon Its own Inher­
ent nobility. We are being asked con­
tinually: W hat new Ism 1« Ibis you are 
teaching us? W hat is thl* wtlf-o'-lho- 
wlsp which you seek to foist upon those 
stern decrees which concern the safety 
of men's souls? How far away from the 
tru th  are the minds th a t provoke these 
queries! Spiritualism Is no naw thing. 
I t Is simply a  resurrsctlon of Innate, im­
personal Idea* progressive In cUaracher 
and common U» oil ru  n throughout all 
time, and unrecognized by them only 
where the ir Inalienable rights have been 
purloined and superstition firfaterf upon 
them. Every prayer tha t has for tin 
burden the h rttrra ien l of humanity In­
stead of the glory of God ts a  symbol of

al r  or o ther ex isting  dem on ts ns nuce»» Ity 
or opportunity  requires o r perm its; hut 
the  lim it to one’s acceptance of tru th  la 
only found In one’s perception or cnpabll- 
Ity.

I. Spiritualism  as a "  m ovem ent" did 
not o rig inate In any human mind on 
ea rth , a« the resu lt or experim ent o r dis­
covery; but came with laws and requ ire­
ments of Its own Into human life, a rev­
elation (or dem onstration, if you choosu) 
of all th a t spirit-existence Implies; and 
came to hum anity from the only source 
qualified to make such revelation or 
dem onstration, viz.: Intelligences In 
splrlt-llfe who have pa»»«.-d th rough  the 
change called death , and kmar thero  is 
continued cxlstomv». Spiritualism  ha« 
unfolded Its methods nnd channels of 
communication from the  sp irit side of 
life, tho only [tosslhle way th a t such 
methods could to  unfolded, th a t Is, from 
cause lo effect: from Intention lo expres­
sion, and ha* mode It* organism  to  su it 
the requirem ents of it* expression.

Spiritualism  has come to Individual 
human lives of all conditions and slate*, 
of every variety of tollefs and «oelal 
positions, of every occupation and pro­
fession. and has boon the solvent of all 
the difficult problem» of human life.

People have come to a knowledge of 
the facte and tru th s  of Spiritualism  
through every pathway of belief and un­
belief, from every church and every sci­
entific body In tbn world. Accepting no 
creed. Spiritualism  boa been the Inward 
force ana outward dem onstration releas­
ing those who were ready from the 
thraldom  of creed, overcoming unbelief 
with knowledge. Spiritualism  has sot 
aside the negation of m aterialism  for 
the knowledge of Spiritual llfu. Having 
no creed to affirm, there lias toon no ac­
cumulation of false bases to overcome; 
having no dogma or doctrine to  main­
tain, Tte general and sole purpose ha* 
been borne steodllv forward: and to d a y  
HpiritoalUm suuiu* to the  world a* a 
to tte r  expression of spiritual tru th  than 
all the old-time crouds and church»* th a t 
have toon * organized " until th e re  I* 
nothing but the Inidy left.

Hut supposing we «»mo over to the 
other side of to ls question and adm it, 
tor the sake of argum ent, th a t "  o rgan­
ization" 1* desirable, several pertinent

[■articular m edium  selected for the  con­
vincing of a friend will to  the  one th a t 
the »[dril friend» of th a t friend will 
approach, and who Is abb; to declare 
w hat th e  Inscrutable som ething, known 
as conditions may mean?. Then when 
the m anifestation or m essage doc» occur, 
th e  friend may not look upon th a t  which 
Is given ns evidence. T he unexpected 
m anifestation, the  testim ony not sought, 
Is often the convincing proof.

T he second method Is to offer such 
place» for mooting* and »oanco# o* aro 
considered desirable, and leave the  
seeker to en ter under tho prescribed 
conditions and decide for himself. T his 
m ethod ha« Its di»o»Jvantages, a* all 
know, hut it Is one of the method* of 
spreading a knowledge of the fact» und 
teachings of sp ir it communion.

Tho th ird  m ethod Is a  published rec­
ord of the phenom ena and teachings, 
th rough  hook*. porlodlcaU, etc. Every 
one fainlllor w ith th e  h isto ry  of Sp lrit- 
uali«ra for the last forty years 1» well 
aw are th a t the am ount of w ell-attested 
evidence already  published In proof of 
the  tru th  of sp ir it communion I» g rea te r 
than  th a t on record of any o th e r  subject, 
w hether scientific o r eth ical, and forms 
a mass of testim ony accessible to all 
who d esire  lo  r»-ad it.

W hile each and all of these method* 
have toon used In the  promu I gal Ion of 
S p iritualism , th e  one power th a t gives 
occasion for th e ir  use is the njiirit nv>  
etn'jer. T he intelligence com m unicating 
a t th e  «canee or In the  borne circle, o r in 
public, o r In th e  fact recorded: and th is  
Intelligence, th is  sp ir it m essenger 'In ­
div idually  o r In the  agg regate ) alone 
knows the  condition* necessary for the 
m anifestation o r me«nage.

Human being* have a d istinc t r ig h t 
to  decide w hat they will do with the  
fact*, teachings and general evidence of 
sp irit communloo: and, of course, h a v e s  
r ig h t to organize on any ba*lt uf those 
fact* or teach ings th a t they may th ink  
desirable. It will always rem ain true, 
however, th a t as Spiritualism  ha* no 
cen tra l creed: no recognized au thority , 
excep t Individual experiences; no Insti­
tutions to build up, and no dogm as to 
form ulate, oil organization* m ust neces­
sarily  lock cohesion, untes* u[r>n the 
basis of tom 1 »oral and tem porary In ter­
ests alone, for a »porlfle object, or unless 
such " o rg a n iz a tio n "  shall to  a« broad 
a* the  universe, as d lv e rif ie d  &« hu­
m anity.

“  T he cohesive properties of public 
p lu n d e r” wtu> the  definition of a wise 
statesm an as the essential requ isite  for 
political organization. Theological o r­
ganizations arc based, a* n rule, upon 
tho  cohesive property  of human fear. 
T he g rea t svstem s of philosophy, like 
P latonism , th e  poetry tha t move* the 
world, tho  music th a t enchants, are  
fluent, solvent, have not been organized, 
except for local study, and ore th e  com­
mon Inheritance of mankind 

A m ateria list who had Journeyed to 
th e  Indies to find n chotee plont, trave l­
Ing under tho auspice* of a  learned *ncl- 

baneful effects of a  acetarían theology.” ety . re tu rned In trium ph to his native

fered w ithout prem edita tion  o r a rran g e  
m ent by the fireside. From such home 
circles, as said before, most of the m edia 
now engaged In th e  presentation  of 
sp ir it m anifestations and teach ings have 
come, th e  Spirit-w orld finding them  
there , and bring ing  them  forth to th e ir  
work. "D evelop ing  c irc le s"  (so-called) 
have added but few to th e  quota of ro».-- 
diuras, and psychical research  societies 
do nol c reate  phenom ena, hut wllniws 
them  th rough  already developod media.

"  B ut." you *av: "  W e may a t least 
have schools anil Institu tions w here our 
ch ild ren  can be ta u g h t w ithout the

No! No!! a thousand tim es no!!! Your 
»ocular schools, If you do ru u r  du ty  as 
Am erican citizens—afford the to s t 
means of secular education known In tho 
world. T he home, the  private d re to , 
tho Sunday lyccura or school—these are 
the places for S piritualism  to to  taught. 
In fuel, if It 1» In the  borne, ch ild ren  will 
breathe It. They cannot help being 
Spiritualist*. If a  S p iritualistic  school, 
why not a Roman C atholic o r B aptist 
school os well?

Spiritualism  ha* expresaed Itself from 
tho medium unexpectedly developed— 
(usually In th e  home circle), to tho 
family, to a  small social circle, to a 
la rg e r general circle, to local societies 
and to the public, according to the con­
dition* and dem onstrations furnished by 
the sp irit controls of the  medium, aided 
by ea rth ly  friends. Every movement 
to centralize, crystalize, o r If wo may 
use tho term s, rhararterin nr urUntiu, 
th is outpouring of the  sp irit, have 
signally failed. The true  seeker, tho 
honest investigator, though often fin filed, 
ho« never u ltim ately failed In receiving 
the evidence needed for knowledge of 
the existence afte r the d«»uth of the 
body; and througoout the religious or­
ganizations of the world the Teavon of 
sp irit proaaooe ho* made a palpable 
change In the dism al creeds of a hope­
less hereafter.

We do not undervalue any effort. 
Individual o r united, to bear forward 
th is tru th  th a t Is In tbo world, but It 
cannot to  taken from the minds of those 
In splrlt-llfe, who m ust to  the principal 
factors, and carried  on lor attem pted to 
to ) with human agencies alone, or hu­
man methods, w ithout losing th a t which 
la the only excuse fur any effort In th is 
direction, viz; T he spontaneous and 
Intelligent expression from spirit* to 
humao tolngs.

We tollevo In the law of expression 
through growth, of promotion of the 
work of sp irit communion through such 
agencies a* spirit* may chouse and un­
fold, and we know th a t the  association 
of minds on ea rth  to afford condition* 
for such expression Is desirable and. 
Indeed, necessary: but there must to  
such association and fso-operation a* the 
needs of the  hour demand. W hile an 
organization th a t attem pt* to represent

land, w ith a  specimen of the  plant, care­
fully pressed, classified ana arranged 
for tho  botanical dictionary; also a l l y ­
ing specimen to bo grown in th e  scientific 
conservatory attached  to the  university , 
to  the  faculty of w hich the  na tu ra list 
belonged. T h e  following sum m er the 
na tu ra lis t took a tour th rough  his own 
native m ountains, and the re  in a  sunny 
dell, am ong rocks and pine*, beheld the 
ra re  exotic bo had journeyed thousand* 
of miles to procure! Ana bn had al­
ready published In bis botanical d ic­
tionary th a t th is  plant wo* unknown 
except In the country  to  which he had 
tourneyed. B irds of a ir  o r winged wind* 
had torn»» tho seed to his native soil 
age* ago.

T he mt-Mungers of tho upper realm  
bring tho  proclous flower of lmm»»rtal 
bloom close to hum an heart* and live*; 
nor n«wd on» journey far o r long to find 
the sacred blossom.

O rganizations h a re  cloned th e  door* 
of Inspiration, hung th e  prophets, c ru ­
cified the  inspired ones, put to death  tbo 
teacher* of science and philosophy, 
burned the m artyrs, slain the inventors 
and discoverers—no wonder people dread 
organizations! Hhow us an Instance lo 
thu world’s h istory where an organiza­
tion has o[»onud tho doorway of in­
spiration.

George W. Uurnham , of W lllirnanllc, 
Cl , write*: " M rs . Celia W. Nickerson 
ha* been w ith us the  past two Bundays, 
sod we have been grea tly  edified by tho 
able and philosophical lecture* given 
th rough her instrum entality . Hhe goes 
from hero to M ichigan, and uny society 
which may employ her will not reg re t it, 
for she 1* qualified to grace any platform 
w herever she may to  called. The follow­
ing resolution wo* unanimously adopted 
a t the close of th e  last l«clure: ‘T hat 
we hereby tender a vote of tnank* to 
our «|K:*k«r. Mr». C elia M. Nickerson, 
and tbo power th a t has assisted In bor 
able and elo»juent lectures before this 
society, end we unhesitatingly recom­
mend her to any society which may 
went a speaker to promote the (Spiritual 
philosophy.’ "
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T tirlr  l’U cf «mi Valuó In (ho K iU lill.h in rn t 
o f  (ho T ru th  o r  luunorta llljr , P h tlosoph t 
•« II ; Considered.

HT DH. J  II. UBNDBNIIALI.

To ru n  E ditor:— Some j o i n  ago (1875) 
while attending a sconce given by Mr*. Anna 
Stewart, T erra  Haute, Indiana, among many 
•th o r phenomena the following occurred. 
H attie (spirit), formerly my wife, made her 
appearance on the rostrum, in the presence of 
some fifteen ladies and gentlem en—all level 
headed men and women. Addressing me, 
Mattie said: ** Good evening, Mr. Meudcnhall, 
will you please place upon the rostrum a stand, 
paper and pencil."

To this request, Bro. Hook placed the 
named articles upon the rostrum , u platform 
•even feet square, frouting the eab iue t Turn­
ing to me she remarked: *• Your knife, if you 
please. ” I drew from my pocket a handsome, 
eight-bladed knife, which she had owned d u r­
ing her earthly stay  with me. On presenting 
the knife, she remarked “  I have seen this 
knife before. I used to pare peaches with it,"  
This was true. Opening one of the blades, 
•he then took the pencil in her left hand, and 
holding in the other the knife, brought the

beyond the grave. Not only was the average 
mind losing what faith it once had instilled 
into it, but the ablest intellects of the ago 
were declairing positively against all claims, 
either in faith o r argumeut, for the tru th  of 
the grand reality. Knlth had done all it could, 
w ithout knowledge, to establish the fact. 
Towering intellect longed for a knowledge of 
the tru th ; Imd searched scientifically; had 
scaled the high (teaks of philosophy, while 
poesy hnd heralded in song its sweetest 
dream s of life down the corridors of tim e. 
Hope, pure, white-winged Hope, had kept alive 
the palling fumes of faith, but no proof came 
to quiet the heart's deep yearnings for a know­
ledge of the truth. I t was an age of doubt 
the sun of intellect was rapidly turning into 
darkness, and »lie moon (fuith) into blood. 
But, listen! A sound strikes the ear. Distent 
Tis tho voice of im m ortality in the tiny rap. 
Listen! The very air is filled as with the ocean's 
distant roar! I t is a breeze com ing over the 
mental deep. Aye! the world of thought is 
all astir. “  W hat's the m atter?" cries the 
whole world. I 'll tell you; “  the gates are 
set a jar and the angels are coming to give 
ocular dem onstration of individual, conscious 
immortality. Wlmt! angels com ing? Yes. 
Do you not see the phenom ena? Why, look 
here, skeptic. Look here, anti-phenomennl
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pencil to a  very fine point, and then took her 
seat near the stand, which was not more than 
three or four feet from where I sat. A rrang­
ing the paper, and placing her left hand to 
her*forehead, (assum ing a resting posture, a l­
so as if reflecting on what to write, a  custom 
she lia>l in earth-life on all such occasions), 
she then glanced her eye upon mine, aud then 
upon the paper, a t the same instan t commenc­
ing to  write a communication. The following 
is a copy from that communication, executed 
on that occasion with a speed th a t would 
quadruple my own, and I am considered a 
sw ift penman.
“ Seance Room, Ju n e  24th, 1875.

“ Devr Mr. Menpeniiau ,: I take pleasure in 
fulfilling my promise. I think you still have that 
much confidence in me. You asked me to-day 
to write you a lengthy communication on any 
subject i saw fit to write on. I am happy, but

philosopher; do you see that sp irit yonder; one 
who lived two-score years am ong us, and then 
went from us through Death's gate, so-called. 
Do you see her in all the beauties o f life, sit­
ting at the stand there, with pencil in her 
baud, and writing on that beautiful white sheet 
of paper? Sec! sho writes. M attie is not 
dead; there is no death, only change. All is
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A THREATENING LETTER.
It is Received by Hudson Tuttle.

. . .  , . . , , ,, ,. . .  To tub E ditor:— T he above letter, which I
h e and imm ortality, and man shall live on in Uav0 late,y n c e \v* \, speaks for itself. True,
a 1 the grea orever. I the days o f tho “ Just Inquisition ” are passed,

THE APOSTLE'S CREED.
A V ery  L ib e ra l C h u r c h .

I recently was engaged in conversation with 
an Episcopal preacher, aud during the course of 
his rem arks he said tha t a man was foolish 
who believed otherwise than tha t the world 
was millions of years old, aud th a t he believed

l can 't see as it has ever been religion tha t has be one o f tho g randest o f studies,
caused mv happiness. I look a t religion like “  ,s “ vcrv liberal church, ho said, 
this: Ifeverybody  wanted to  go to Europe, “ ,Man can«»* "»“» n  follow a se t code of doc­
one starting  from one point, ami one from an-1 trines, dogm as or articles, 
other, and so on, we would all gel there; and
striving for heaven, one going this way, 
and another th a t way and filially, all get 
there. The only th ing l look a t is this: so 
uany get there on someone else's responsibil- 
tics, and a Spiritualist gets through on his 
in n  responsibilities.

“ Let mother alone, Mr. Mendenhall, in her 
religious 1x4ief; her initul is not in a condition 
to receive Spiritualism. She will get through 
safe, if she does h a re  to  come on someone 
else's responsibilities. You know tha t m other 
is old, and like many Other old people, has be­
come childish Id many things. 1 m ust denin- 
tcrinlize myself. Good-by, Mr. Mendenhall.
I thank the audience very kindly for their 
kind attention. Mattie Mendenhall."

The new is con­
stantly  doing away with the old. In joining 
our church, wo ouly ask the applicant to sub­
scribe to the Apostles' Creed:

*• I believe in God, the F ather Almighty, 
m aker of heaven and earth  (we do n 't know 
how, why or when):

“ Aud in Je su s  Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
horn of the Virgin Mary (we don’t know how 
or why):

“ Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci­
fied, dead, and buried (a historical fact):

He went into the place of departed spirits.

hut the days of the religious ossaatn, it seems, 
arc not. As the letter hears no address, and 
hence does not nllow of a private answer, I take 
th is m ethod of inform ing the writer th a t the 
publication of the story which reveals the de­
pravity behind the convent aud the church 
will not be tlojiptil, For the bravest to  say 
th a t they have no fear of the dagger-thrust of 
the m idnight hour would not bo t r u e ; but 
there are things more to be feared than the 
bigot with m urder iu his h ea rt Life would 
have no value if I wore compelled to swerve 
from ray convictions and bend to the de­
m ands of any one in the freedom of my 
expressions. H udson T uttle.

Herlin Height», Ohio.

Moving to Strangle the Octopus in 
Cleveland.

To TIIK Ediror — “ Better late than never," 
you know!

Please allow me a t this late day to thank 
you kindly for the book, “  Romanism and the 
R epublic ," which you kindly sent me some 
m onths since in answer to inquiries 1 made at 
Unit time.

Perhaps it may please you to  know that this 
able little work has been doing a  great 'leal of 
good in opening the eyes of some of our 
people here to the dangers which threaten our 
public institutions, especially our common 
public schools. Thank heaven I the great 
masses of our people seem to lie “  waking up 
from their lethargy, and are becoming alive to 
the dangers which surrouud them!

Secret organizations are going ahead at u

LOW  L U T  IN U IU 1 I C IH CLK N .

c«t
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TUB ORBAT NEBD OB SPIRITUALITY

A corner of the curtain has again been lifted 
from that section of British society into wbicr 
it I» the highest ambition of certain rich Atner 
leans to  find entrance.

The bearer of a historic name has been 
found by a British jury  not guilty o f lb s 
charge of treating Ids wife like a drunken coster 
monger, nnd society Joins with the s tree t 
loafers in regarding him as an ill used man 
Very little m ust be expected of an English 
lord in these days if the present Itearer of the 
name of Earl Bussell be a person deserving of 
applause or sympnthy. Fashionable society 
in England m ust be too corrupt to be conscious 
ous of its own rottenness if i t  can regard with 
out loathing the mess of im purity which the 
trial of lost week disclosed or suggested.

There is no item in the awful catalogue o f 
the sins of tho nncient world set forth by t ic  
author of the Epistle to  the Homans which 
might not form part of an indictm ent of whut- 
calls itself society in England. A collection 
of the recorded fashionable acaudala of the 
last few years would be a more b itter satire on 
(he manners and morals of the court circles o f 
London limn the least quotable passages o f 
Juvenal are of those of the early Homan Empire 
Tho circle around the heir to the throne 
has t>cen a hotbed of them, and the nex t pros 
pective King of England has come within the 
touch of their pollution. There is no nam e 
so honored tha t its bearers have felt obliged 
to keep it clean; no ancestry so nncient a-» 
to carry with it a patent o f seif respecting 
manhood.

And tho women, the gently-nurtured daugh
tere of noble houses, seem disposed to  im itate 
the speech and the habits o f thecoeottes o f the 
music halls with whom their brothers beeoru«- 
infatuated. The taint of heredity m ust lx? 
deep to lie so persuasive. The chances of the 
coining generation of British aristocrats grow 
ing up to be sound men and stainless women 
arc surely becoming less and less. Ab a  po­
litical institution hereditary nobility’ has long 
outlived its usefulness. As a model o f con­
duct or of manners it is falling into hopeless 
contem pt Flunkies may continue to  adm ire 
the snobs, to  im itate its usages, b a t nothing 
less than a miracle can save it f ro m ^ Hrapid pace in Northern Ohio, and we already I ,l'“? u ,“u a miracle can save it from perixhing 

have four well organized councils of the !'° f i *  «"!» p u l« * * n c e .

Pacific Coast Too Hot.
MESSIAH t e e d 's  DECUPLES COM I.no HOME.

It appears from a special dispatch to the 
Chicago Tribune th a t all the members o f Dr. 
Cyrus Teed's Koreshuii Home in San F ran­
cisco, Cal., are preparing to coiue to Chicago. 
Three members le ft lost week. Among them 
was Mrs. Jam es B. Mills, a rich m iner's wife, 
who abandoned her homo aud children to fol-

four well organized councils of th 
A. 1\ A ." here in I he city of Cleveland, nnd 

I will probably, before spring, num ber a t  least 
three thousand members, “ and every man a

! bride
The eitv of Toledo has about two thousand "  Mgb P1* »  "  ■ »  polluted, and th  

- 'o f  unclean habits and practices dark

The above from a New York |i»por »bow- » 
most deplorable condition in F.ngland, where 

| there is an “ established church ." The world 
] even now is in some respects very wicked.

tench 
likem em b e rs  already, and are Ixginning to exert m

their influence iu the direction of reform. " > ^ l 'h * ‘ro. The hope of human.Ik
lies in the diffusion of the grand tru th

ami the third day he rose from the dead (came (0,v Mesaioli Toed. About fifty Koresbans rc-
back again):

“ He ascended into heaven an d sitte th  on the 
righ t hand of God tho Fattier Almighty; from 
tlicncc he shall come to judge the quick and the

host (universal 
(the church 

tlie communion

This is a verbatim copy of my wife's com , 
inunication given as before stated. A little i “ cad (spiritually): 
explanation will make it more intelligible. I . .  believe in the Holy 
hnd a few weeks previously visited M attie's sP 'n «): «-kc kol) Catholic church 
mother, living over one hundred miles west I "Diycrsal, not the Roman); 
of Terre Ilaui. in Illinois. She was a shrewd of t>ainU (Uus ls 0,10 t,f .u,t‘ 6 f“ d* 1 lmrU o i 
Methodist, considering her advanced age, and ° 'j r  cree*L comraunnion with all good peo- 
the b itterest of the hitter against Spiritualism. 11’**-' or s0»** *K,*k 1,1 «**}* worid and the next, 
She tackled me on this subject on the morning ôr l*‘e departed are all alxmt us); the forgive- 
1 was about take my leave of bert forborne in | ,K'SS sins; the resurrection of the body; and
Indiana, and as she aimed to cut to  the quick 
in her arguments, I could not well refrain from 
resenting; and no doubt was a  little severe in 
my language to  the dear old mother. 1 felt 
so when I read M attie's communication

the life everlasting: Amen.
I t  will tie seeu th a t this Apostles Creed can 

be construed very liberally indeed 
The reverend gentlem an said th a t ho often 

fouud it “ np-hiii business” in preaching n ser-
Agnin, in taking an independent slate-writing ¡ ,«10n' a,u* “r" .'11 wu-? n® trouble at all,

main there. They expect won! from Teed every 
day  to pack up and return  to Chicago. Cyrus 
has announced tha t he will he theoeraeized a t 
the World s Fair nnd then will huve new pow­
ers. Cyrus expects soon to  go on a proselyt­
ing tour with a woman as lecturer aud Mrs. 
Mills ns tho musician of a Korcslmn glee club, j 
One o f the m ost ardent Koreshons there is 
Schilfcrstein, onto champion runner of the 
coast.

W hat deluded sim pletons! Teed's philoso­
phy is dry  rot— worse than that! l ie  is the 
champion im postor o f the world; yot, like 
Brighuiu Young with his spurious bible, he 
will have numerous followers. Is not any one 
who believes in Teed’s “  astronom y " cither 
semi-idiotic, or under hypnotic influence? 

Chicago, Jll. South S id ee ,

their influence in the direction of reform  
Tlmnk God wo have only two classes to deal 
with in this order— those who arc against us 
are easily knowu ; and the whole remaining 
n u m b e r  are with and for us! Religion aud 
dogmas and creeds are sunk and buried out of 
sight in our haste and earnestness to reach 
success. And we are surely going to win’ 
“ T here’s music in the a i r , "  and I'm afraid 
our beloved friendsf?), the Jesu its, will be 
obliged ere long to scratch tlicir heads for a 
new idea, to get the upper baud of us. Their 
schemes of deviltry are truly marvellous.

Cleveland, Ohio. A nti Doona.

Spiritualism. Tm

Miml-Remler Tyndall in a Tranco.

of Mattie earlier in the day. 1 bad asked her flowing into his mind ns fast ns ho
to write m en lengthy communication selecting | could give them utterance. I lioughts often

came to him in the pulpit th a t came to himher own subject, stating that I would send it 
to Bro. S. S. Jones for publication in the 
Iteligio Philotojihiral Journal, ho then being 
its editor. M attie's response was: “  I’lease 
wait until I materialize again. I think you 
will like it better than if 1 write it the way you 
ask me to  w rite." You see the applicability 
of my explanation. The deeper you look into 
it (the communication) witli the circumstances 
and phenomena connected witli it. the more 
you recognize tho tru th  of the grand reality of 
immorality. The subject who wrote thu com ­
munication in the presence of fifteen intelli­
gent witnesses, was no airy phantom no put 
up Job; it was a solid, materialized or reincar­
nated spirit, for the time lieing, oven Mattie 
Mendenhall, who, previously, for eight years 
was my wife; and from November, 1872. hi 
June, 1875, was u resident of the Spirit-world. 
I recognized her by the sarnu three senses (sight., 
touch, hearing) and the same judgm ent o f in 
telicet that enabled mo lo  first loam her 
personality. In size, general outline, and con­
tour, and in every feature, all declared the 
writer was Mattie Mendenhall The style of 
dic*ion was licra, and when I presented the 
paper containing the communication to her 
step fa ther o year afterword to see if he would 
recognize the hundwritiug, he, ou the first 
glance at it, remarked, Why, this is Mat­
t ie s  linndwritc, isn't It?" Father Stone was 
a most profound skeptic to Spiritualism, hut 
he knew and acknowledged the handwriting of 
Mattie his step-daughter.

Now, for the application of tins phenome­
non, os to its place, value, etc. Let us go 
back fifty years, a short (x-ritsl prior to the 
commencement of wlmt is known bn lay us 
modern Spiritualism. Tell mo, yo condemnors 
of spiritual phenomena, ye who say, “ the 
world has no need of it,"  haw many aennons, 
minus phenomena, not from an orthodox pul 
pit, but from tho rostrum of tho most enlight­
ened Spiritualists, would it require to furnish 
to  the average developed mind the evidence of 
a future or a continuous life that this single 
phenomenon airords? For eighteen hundred 
years Christianity, whose principal function it 
is to teach the immortality of tunn, had with 
the midnight lamp exhausted its intellectual 
and moral effort, without furnishing so much 
as one scintilla o f proof of life's continuance

The Ever Recurring Questions.
To the Ki>!ToR:-IluvHig written n somewhat 

no other time. T hat lie often wrote sermons I lengthy article criticizing the labored argum ent 
which were not read on aceouiito f new tex ts o f Dr. Greer to prove the existence of one of 
and them es supplanting them on entering the ninny organized personal Gods, b u t ns there np- 
pulpil. T hat these strange, new thoughts | pears in No. 1 07 of T he I 'kohiiessivk T hinker

the
the

came from the saints on the other side of 
veil, who whispered them to the soul of 
speaker, etc.

This man is os liberal nnd spiritual ns liis 
church will le t him he. Were lie to say more 
we should doubtless hear o f another Mne- 
Qucary case of heresy.

The saints (good spirits) lie praised that 
they are liberalizing the preachers. Let us 
thank Uicm for their inspiring influence over 
the minds of men. IT. G. I 'iolev.

Defiance, Ohio,

T H O M A S  LAICI'. IIAHUIM .

tirav«* Charic«*!« Aualii»! Ill* Com m unity.

To the KdITOB :— I t  appears from the d is­
patches from 8au Francisco, Cal., th a t a 
startling exposure of the practices at Thomas 
Lake, Harris' community in Sonoma County, 
is made by Miss Chevallier, the sociologist of 
Boston, who visited H arris last Ju n e  and re­
mained several months She declares that 
Harris hypnotizes Ills dupes, ami tha t alio her­
self was under his influence and found it 
nlrnost impossible to escape. .She found in 
the community Miss Waring, a sister of George 
K. Waring, o f Newport, R. I. ; Mrs. Itcqun, 
the widow of a New York banker , l ’rinee Nn- 
giivasa, of Japan , Mrs. Parting, un Anglo- 
Indian widow, aud her two accomplished 
daughters, and several others. Mrs. Part­
ing's daughters were highly cultured, yet they 
washed H arris'clothes. By means of the doc­
trine of counterparts Harris Ima established 
practical free love os flagrant as that under 
Noyes iu the <Ineidacommunity. When .Mins 
Chevallier was convinced of tills she left the 
community. Harris lives on oysters, cham­
pagne, and tlie best of food, while bis diqx» 
are fed on bacon and beans. Miss Chevallier 
pro|M>scs to present the facts she hoa gathered 
to President Harrison, and appeal to him to 
break up the community. Verily, what next ?

Q-

several able articles replying to him, I forbear 
iiillietmg upon the readers of your good and 
widely-read paper any further rem arks than 
to say when my eyes rested upon tho heading 
of the Doctor's article, “ Is There a Personal 
G od," and Unit in his opening sentences the 
tdllrmulivc was taken in, which proof positive 
was lo lie presented to the benighted Atheist 
and scientist, aud culling iqxm that class to 
present one fact ( “ as one fact was worth more 
than ten thousand theories") corrolionitiiig their 
theory that God is a principle and not an or­
ganized personality, uiy spirits arose with a 
hope th a t this mueii-agilated question was to 
lie forever settled; lint on n careful perusal of 
the article the buoyant hope at first entertained 
sank several degrees below zero at the d is­
covery Unit there hnd not been ono fact pre­
sented sustaining his view, but a very unrea­
sonable theory, n theory th a t out-orthodoxos 
the most ultra-orthodox religionist, in ihut it 
presents a theory of one or any number of 
personal Gods, while the orthodox only claim 
three iu one, and he or (hey, without I tody or 
parts; that there is not one item of proof 
claimed by the Doctor u« evidence of fact iu 
the theory advanced that will not apply with 
equal force, nnd much greater reason, that in 
tills limitless universe a self-existent principle 
with wlinl may he termed the find.attributes, 
is without beginning, than to accept the 
ubsurd theory of a |M<rsoiml organization out­
side of nature Tho Doctor seemed to fear 
tlmt u qnerry might arise iu the minds of many 
tiiinkers ns to whore nnd what was God prior 
to ills commencement o f creation, and in u 
very summary manner attem pted to hedge 
against i t  M. T C (f| on  Bit

Sr. Paul, Minn.

Dr. Greer to His Critics.
To the Editor:—From the lengthy inimical 

reviews of my article on the God question, I 
am made to imagine th a t I have stirred up a 
“ hornet's nest " among our genuine champion 
Atheists, and 1 am glad of it, for, as you will 
remember, the object of the article was to 
stim ulate thought among Atheists and Mate­
rialists, by advancing some argum ents in favor 
of a Deity, so as, if |iossihle, to foster among 
them a rational study of Deity, from n rational 
s tan d p o in t; nnd now that the article Ims seem­
ingly aroused their attention, or has, a t least, 
awakened within them more than a passing in  
to rest, the object is gained, uud I am made 
happy, and therefore 1 care not to further de­
bate on the subject a t present, excepting -to 
say tlmt until my wondreus-wise atheistic 

|c ritics can furnish “ export testimony " to 
prove the logic of their claims o r  to DI8- 
PROVE the logic of ini’ arguments, in favor 
of a Doily (which they have not done), 1 would 
advise tha t they prefer to keep silent rather 
than indulge iu humorous satire, for humor­
ous satire on t he God question is no argument 
Furthermore, I will say thnt I think it ill be­
come* those win» profess to believe in immortal 
spirits, to ignore a Deity, the Great Father of 
Spirits. Dr. R. G iiber

Chicago, III.

1 hat mind-reading is n species o f sp irit r  
trol in many instances is no longer doubt 
A t Fan Francisco, Cal., young Alcxan 
Mclvor Tyndall, an English mind-reader, : 
iu a cataleptic fit one evening lately, after 
had successfully perform ed a severe test, 
fell in the street and was hurried to the ri ot 
ing hospital, where it was found tlmt he was 
a cataleptic trance. The man lay like 
dead, lie  was finally put to lied in one of

is ui 
one 
the

il lai- k li a>v k’s Lnint n t.
< luce t was strong ns tho towering oak.
Ami ni\ onoralo* trombici! with four when I 

sjxike.
Once I uhm bravo n* thè llon ut bay. 

tlu ‘

private rooms. Several convulsions oecurre.t. 
The arms and legs and the head were moved 
with great violence. Though he is b a t a slight 
man, the lim l«  were endowed with vast strength, 
and during one convulsion four men used all 
their strength to control him Tyndall claim s 
to lx- a relative of the famous scientist. Sim** 
his arrival in this city n few weeks ago the 
young man has Imd several attacks of ;|io 
same kind, one of them lasting seventeen’ 
hours. Thnt ho is subject to them is ex­
plained by u type-written le tter found in hi* ( 
pocket, which reads as follows :

“ To the Doctors in attendant c—Sirs If I
should a t any time afte r an experiment 1U 
thought-reading be attacked with catalepsy. suJ‘ 
life should appear extinct, and afte r consttlttg 
tiou your united minds should he tha t it isIM  
do not hold an autopsy for at least six ty  hour* 
as 1 am subject to trance and h are  remained! 
in that condition for more than tlie »•**»' 
specified time. Then let ray brain be Ul 
oiighly examined so as to show w bethel" 
really have the m ysterious and so far ilicxnH  
able power which I claim of reading minds- 
that is, the thoughts nnd ideas of |x:r*oO 

“  Yours truly,
“ A lexander J .  MiT voii T vndali- 

"I*  S — If I am tahi-ii ill <>i die, c a b le !
Dr. Tyndall, the Lilacs. Market Hnrborough 
England."

ile  evidently wrote this letter of warning tJjj 
j tlie doctors after reading of the fate o f M 
iugton Irving Bishop, all of whose facts 
rivals. After an exhibition at the Ltunbs 

| Club, New York, Bishop Bank into u cataleptic 
I fit mid died. Doctors who were greatly  inter-And swooped on tlie foe like u hawk on its _ _

prey. I ested in his exhibitions immediately performed!
My red braves wore countless, had oourago and an autopsy. Bishop's relatives declared that

skill,
And traversisi thè pruiric nini foresi ni will.
I fensted my prillo and reveuged wltli n mock, 
And Munitoli favore«i bis cliieftoin, Blneklmwk 
But Munitoli lina loft me ; he aids me no more. 
My conquesti are em idi, my triumpbs aroo 'er. 
My once migliti warrlors no longer are bold. 
My wonnra are dying of hunger and cobi.
As moon follows muon my iiiisfortunes in­

entose,
And thè once haughty Biitckhawk clamore for

peace.
Hi* hwirt Ima grown woak, and bis senso» aro 

munii,
Aud he bus n »iipplmnt cnwnnl liocorno.

Mas. M. ScitoriELD.

and that the 
■ f Ills liodv

The Duke of Edinburg, the second son of 
Ouccn Victoria, is tho heat educated member 
of the BriUah royal family, lie  hpeaks five 
different languages fluently, plays several mu­
sical instruments well and the violin expertly, 
and has some talent for painting.

Mr. Jam es Brown, who lives near Boaling- 
ton, in Braxton County, W. Vu., hits probably 
the largest lieard in Uiis country, l ie  is six 
feet in height, and lias neither shaved nor 
trimmed his beunl or mustache for thirty 
yeare. The ends of lit« mustache extend be­
yond his fingers ends when bis arms are out­
stretched.

the mind-reader was iu a trance, 
doctors who rondo the perusal 
killed him.

After lying fifteen hours iu a cululcpli 
trance young Tyndall revived, hut he was s< 
weak that the physicians ordered him to re 
main in the hospital till tom orrow.

Th«« probability is that the young man wn 
so completely exhausted Unit he was takei 
possession of by a sp irit in order to recuperet« 
his waning energies. One «>/ the la» t mimli 
reailere we over knew was an old man, Cbauncy 
Barnes, now «lead. He claimed the aid ot 
spirits. Casual O hkeuveii.
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iW ILIGHTJUSINGS.
The Poor Old Pauper.

»

Br M. P. BOS KC BAN a.
On* day wo mot an old mao on thu street; 

he was leaning on a cane; his stops wore 
short, weak and tottering, his laxly was worn 
V) threads by the constant friction attendant 
•n  a life of dissipation; it waa feeble and 
shaky.

When wo came into his presence ho reached 
out hia old, withered hand and said: “ There
is my hand, if you are not too proud to shake 
the hand of a pauper."

T o o  proud to shake your hand! No, old 
friend I Wo are glad to shake it, aud while 
we are shaking it we wish wo could shake you 
into better and happier conditions of life! We 
wish we could shake you into a good pleasant 
homo, whore are sweet loving associa­
tions' We wish Uiat we could shake you out 
o f  the condition that you, no doubt, inherited 
from those that brought you into this world of 
causes and effects

“ Said he: “ Judge! You have knowu mo for 
a numborof years! 1 waa ones' a strong, 
healthy man, a good workman and commanded 
good wages, but 1 inherited the desire« for to­
bacco aud strong drink. My father was a 
drunkard aud used tobacco to excess, and 1 
inherited my desire for those vile poisons from 
him. Tobacco being fashionable, 1 was soon 
led into the vile and nasty habit, then it was 
easy to  take the two next steps on the road to 
ruin, aud 1 began to drink aud gamble, and 
you see the sail result. My mother, God bless 
her. was as good, as kind aud loving in her 
nature as au angel, else she could not have 
tolerated such a filthy brute of a husband aud 
father as was mine. All that is good in my 
nature was imparted to me by her. Drunkard 
as you have known me. 1 was not entirely bad.
I had in my nature some redeeming traits of 
character. Many and many a dollar of ray 
honest earnings, thank God, has found its way 
to the hands of the unfortunate, poor and 
suffering. Oh! now I wish that some more 
had gone the same way, and were it not for 
the cursed appetite 1 had for the three worst 
evils that over debased and ruined human be­
ings— tobacco, rum, and gambling,— how 
much good I could have done, and how much 
happier 1 would be today. But, no! my mou 
ey was lost on foolish games, or was paid out 
for the cursed poisons that stole from me my 
health, my happiness, and degraded me M ow 
the brute, and now you see before you the sad 
end of a wasted ami ruined life. Many years 
ago you saw me wheu I was recovering from 
the sad effects of a drunken carousal. You 
came to me and took me by the hand, and 
looked iuto my eyes so kindly and with such a 
sad expression on your face! Well do 1 remem­
ber what you said to me. after the lapse of many 
years:"

“ Mv poor, dear friend, how sorry I feel for 
you iu your sad and deplorable condition! 
How bad it makes me feel to sec such a noble 
life as yours wasted, to see all the good, the 
pure, the intellectual in your nature swallowed 
up by the raging appetite for the vilest and most 
disgusting poisons the world ever saw—the 
demon alcohol, aud its twin partner, that 
loathsome, foul, nasty narcotic, tobacco! You 
are a man of good mental ability when sober; 
you are capable of moving among and within 
the society of men and women of culture and 
refinement. If you do not change your mode 
of life and abandon the evils that are lending 
you down lower and lower into the cesspools 
of vice and degradation—abandon the com­
pany of the gambler, the low, the drunken 
and the sottish, in their revela and their 
drunkcu orgies, the «poor house' will become 
your home, and you will die unlaraented, aud 
fill a pauper's grave. "

“ Were you a prophet?
«My answer was: ‘I  pay foriny poison and 

it costs you nothing. You look after your 
bad habits, and I will attend to mine. 1 know 
when to drink and when to he sober. I ain 
not the fool you take me to be; it costs you 
nothiug, so, attend to your business! Oh, 
now I wish I had heeded what you said to me 
then so frankly and so kindly! How 1 wish 1 
had lived a clean, manly anil intellectual life! 
But I did not— I am now a wreck on the great 
ocean of human life. 1 am nearing the other 
shore, where all is darkness. 1 have no oil in 
my lamp to guide me on my lonely way! My 
good friend! Do all you can for poor de­
graded humanity, and if you can only save 
one poor wreck of humanity from becoming 
the victim of rum, tobacco, gambling and ob­
scenity, and their attendant evils, you will not 
have lived iu vain, for there is surely great

ful angels. Hut, oh I what can we say of the 
(Hx>r old pauper, whose life has been spent in 
dissipation?

Soon he will go out on the waves out into 
the darkness, without chart or compass, out 
over bitter and troubled waters he will go iu 
search of the shore where no lamp of love will 
be beaming for him The angels will know 
him by his haggard look, ns one that spent his 
earthly life in drunkenness ami dissipation 
lie  will go groping his way through the 
thick darkness surrounding him. Cun our 
reader see the great contrast? May the blessed 
angels that love humanity seek him out in the 
dark and lonely road, aud lead him up to high­
er thoughts, ends aud aims, than those sur- 
rouuding the saloon, the brothel, the den of 
prostitution, the hell of the gambler- up the 
plane of purity, honesty, true nobility of soul, 
and may all our readers lie impressed by these 
good angels to shun dissipation and its evils, 
whether the dissipation he that of the fashion­
able vice, tobacco, or of rum, gambling, the 
mitring of virtue, the making of homes sad 
and desolate, as well as the filling of mad 
houses and prisons, that their end lie not that 
of the old pauper, but rather that they may 
step out into the light, and be welcomed by 
the beautiful, the kind and loving angels 
into a home of purity, happiness nnd virtue, 
when they close their eyes Tor the last time on 
earth.

HON. A. B. FRENCH.
That Religious Congress.

It W ill R e q u ire  n K ep reso u tu tlv e  S p ir i t­
u a lis t.

T«> Tin: Bnltor As the Newt says: “  Per­
haps the most remarkable of all the World's 
Fair auxilliary congresses to l>e held in 1S93 
will lie the one in which the representatives of 
all known phases of religious belief will meet 
for mutual counsel. The rejiort of Dr. Bar­
rows, chairman of the committee ou religious 
congresses, is in itself a remarkable docum ent 
The committee 1ms held communication with 
leading representatives of all faiths regarding 
the proposed ecumenical conference, anil the 
replies received arc uniformly favorable to the 
idea. Certainly the indorsement of the move­
ment is most broadly representative and in­
fluential. In effect the proposed conference 
will be a parliament of religions. Catholics 
and Protestants, Jews, Greeks, Buddhists, 
Brahmans, Confucians, Parsecs and Moham­
medans are expected to sit together in friendly 
conference over common truths aud common 
reforms. Broadly speaking, it will be an ethi­
cal conference in which creeds will be lost 
sight of temporarily anil the great moral forces 
that work for the*betterment of mankind will 
lie discussed without reference to particular 
beliefs. The recent conference between Jews 
and Christians in Chicago attracted the atten 
tiou of the civilized world. Important as this 
conference was. it can scarcely be compared 
to the comprehensive gathering of religious 
teachers and workers that is proposed for 
1S93. The success of the latter is undoubted­
ly assured, aud the mere holding of such a 
conference will be no small achievement for 
tolerant and progressive Chicago."

A Religious Congress will do no harm, and 
may lie instrumental iu doiug a great deal of 
good. I t  would not be well for anyone, while 
participating iu the exercises, to allude to the 
inquisition in Spain and elsewhere, where 
thousands upon thousands were cruelly mur­
dered; nor would it he well to  refer to the 
atonement as furnishing u licenso to sin, as 
that would anger three-fourths of those pres­
ent. Each one must keep perfectly silent as 
to the important sale of church property in 
Spain and Mexico, aud not once mention even 
one of hundreds of religious massacres. Any 
reference to Galileo and his persecutors will 
be hissed down at once. No mention must be 
made of the heathenish Puritans ami the “ Blue 
Laws" they enacted, nor of the conflict be­
tween religion and science. Don't peep about 
that slimy octopus known as Catholic church, 
nor once hint that as a class Spiritualists arc 
the most moral people in the world. I t muBt 
from the very nature of things ben self-admir­
ation society, and while religion is left out 
morality—ethics—will step in. Now, Spirit­
ualists must lie represented; it must have a 
man with a "  head on him ,” whose thoughts 
are as clear aa crystal: ami whose words roll 
from his lips in rhythmic melody, and the 
sound of whose v o ic e  vibrates an InfluonOo 
•hat goes right to the heart and understanding, 
planting a seed there that will produce a bun­
dred fold. The man who comes the nearest

SPIRIT EVOLUTION.
Numerous Facts for Consideration.

or forec from the L'imitera»,or electric col, and I Upon Christinas eve he ran in to see her, 
that from the chemist s electrical machine? | Ida face aglow with anticipation, and slipiied

Joy .n heaven over one |>oor victim that easts •^', above requirements is that peerless ora- 
otf his vices and resolves to lead a now life l<>r. lion. A. B. trench, of Clyde, Ohio. He

Tonight, in contrast with the poor old pau 1 '•  a masterpiece of eloquence, intellectually 
per, we think of uuother man we know! lie sharp, quick a t repartee, aeea n point at a

glance, and would be at all times master of thehas u wife and two small children. He is not 
a rich man, only a worker, but be is clean, 1 situation, 
manly, sober, and full of tinppy thought* lie 
is loved and respected, almost adored by 
his home ones. He laughs with them, 
romps with them, and helps the little «ues to 
make idee little toys, lie spends his evenings 
at home with his loved ones when he is not 
away at his employment lie wears elcau 
clothes when not af labor. He puts bis dirty 
apron and jacket away in llio car and takes 
pains to go hotuc with clean hands and face, 
and a glad look. He remit to his little ones; 
he tells them simple stories till the little ones 
think in ull the world there is not another man 
so good, so kind and loviug, ami so full 
of knowledge as is their father. Ilis 

■' home life is very lieautiful ami harmonious, 
lie  started right years ago; be never spends a 
night or day in dissipation: be never smokes 
old nasty pipes, or poisons bis wife and etiil.

; dreli with Uieirdisgusting perfumes. He lives 
for those he loves, and who love him. lie  U 

I walking as straight to everlasting happiness 
as ever a bullet flew to the renter of u target I 
When this mau dies, tears will be »bed over 
his colfin anil bis grave will be wreathed with 
flowers, while the Bpirit will be met ami wel­
comed into the « Summerland ” by the beauti-

J r s  T ick,

¡-if*Spiritualist», bear in mind, tlmt T iik 
I’aiKiiir.ssivr. T hinker is sustained on Its 
merits al me, anil not by crowding It with 
twelve or fifteen columns of advertisement« 
that can I«« seen in every country paper. This 
fact alone should commend it to you. It ¡a 
sent 13 weeks for 25 cents, or $1 per year. 
Aid ns to publish the beat Spiritualist paper in 
the world, by sending us n new subscriber. 
Sent 13 weeks for 25 cents, or $1 per year

Mr. John \V. Mackuy's fine mansion in the 
Hue Tilsit, Paris, is for sale at $3(10.0011, 
which is said to lie no more than the worth of 
tile lot alone.

Miss Mabel Duulnp, a graduate of the Phil­
adelphia Sibool of Design, has Wen appointed 
one of five ladies to decorate palace-car inte­
riors at Wilmington, Del.

Dr. Lyman Abbott emphatically denies tho 
authenticity of that reported Interview in Bos­
ton, iu which he waa reported ns saying that lie 
did not believe iu the infallibility of the 
Bible or the divinity of Christ.

In PuiMincsaivR Thinker, No. 103, Mr 
A. M. Griffcn has contributed a most excellent 
thesis on “ Free Moral Agency." The render 
cun take exception to but little of it. llul 
that little is the turntable of n great many 
thinkers.

If I understand him correctly, he seeks for 
soul genesis in the mythical realm of imma 
teriality, outside of matter, aud in a world re­
Snote from that in which physical man is 
evolved. Whereas, to my view, the rational 
exposition is tlint both I'tyehoi aud (Airepot, 
soul and body are built up coincident with each 
other in one and the same environment. With 
Michael Faraday from spirit life, 1 emphasise 
his statement, that * • Life lays it« foundation 
in certain relations of the elementary |Kiwere 
of nature, nor is it over discerned apart from 
these relations." Note this, that “  we are as 
much in the Spirit-world now as we ever shall 
lie." Mr. Griffon says:

•* I am ¡done the effect of pre-existing 
causes; 1 am the cause of substantial changes, 
or effects more or less enduring, in both ma­
terial and Spirit-world. With me, something 
begins to be an individual purpose which is 
not a material thing, subject to the laws of 
boat, cold, time, aud space. That purpose 
bad its origin in another world than that of 
matter; it is tho free-liorn offspring of that in­
visible immaterial essence which constitutes 
my own reality. That limitless, slmccless, 
deathless thing, tho immortal sp irit."

This is no new battle-ground or problem of 
discussion.

To my mind an immaterial thiug is au un­
thinkable nonentity. 1 cun conceive of no 
force in the universe that is not material. 
Spirit is material refiued. Aud potencies are 
argumontod with refinement

Mr. Spencer and J .  Luys have shown that 
the substance of mind or sp irit has its genesis 
in an “ impression or a nervous shock." They 
are cumulative and enduring. They belong 
to this primary mundane world of matter. 
Mind is as material as light, heat, electricity, 
and magnetism. Thoughts are material. 
They are sometimes so hard as to strike a 
blow tlmt will kill on the sp o t Fright is like 
a thought gone mad, and tho victims of it 
have dropped dead. Like bullets shot from 
a gun, thoughts may be sent iu advance of 
the ordnauee projecting them, aud they take ef­
fect a t a distance.

So far as we know, soul, spirit, mind, ego, 
are synouymous terms.

If I understand Mr. Griffcn, he says the 
spirit of man and his “  purpose have their 
origiu in another world than that of m atter."

W hat is the proof? Where is that world? 
Why seek t he genesis of psychic man in a for­
eign realm when there is ample room in this 
our cosmic domain; and where there is a plus 
am ount of proof tha t it was evolved coincident 
with the body and in the same environment?

As the body grows the spirit grows. The 
cerebrum is the citadel of the soul. The soul 
dwells in a domicile of matter, feeds more or 
less ou material pabulum. I t  is acquainted 
with matter and spirit. I t  takes part in the 
refinement of m atter and in the elevation of 
spirit.

The gray matter of tho brain is in the labora­
tory of the spirit, and makes the m atrix of 
m atter tho nativity o f  sp ir it

Now the physical organism of tnaii lluds the 
counterpart of the different organs typified in 
the lower order of beings: as if those little pri 
mates had, by common consent in congress 
assembled, organized themselves into the hu­
man body corporate.

W hat was an individual ciliated inoner in 
nature becomes n ciliated epithelial cell in 
some mucous membrane of the human body. 
W hat was a tunny-lingered polypus become 
a digitated cell of the stomach aud so on.

So with psyche man. The human soul or 
spirit is a concrete; it is composed of parts and 
faculties, such as consciousness, perception, 
memory, will and renson. These do not.dalc 
their origin in man. They are separately and 
primordially elaborated and worked out in 
foregoiug individuals ns models aud typos in 
the lower orders of beings.

Consciousness belong to matter, though 
not all kinds of m atter," says Cope. Protoplasm 
is endowed with consciousness. That wonderful 
plant Droscra rotundi fo lio  (sun dew) exhibits 
tho faculty of perception and nervous reflex 
nctioti. Its tentacles will bend and lay hold of 
an insect or bit of meat and consume it.

But it is indifferent to a bit of glass or peb 
ble

Here is boro tho faculty of choice in select­
ing meal and rejecting |>ebblo. Choice ia 
criterion of mind. Therefore, it confers men 
telity on the plant and places It the equal, or 
nearly so, of the animate amoeba. Memory 
begins with the tchinodrrmt, says Romanes 

Alfred Binet finds trill iu Didittium namtuin 
nu infusorial micro-organism

lie says “ There is not a ciliated inf usury 
that caunot be frighteiied, and manifest fear 
by rapid flight. “ Reason eoinincueoa with 
the higher crustaceans," or »1111 earlier, as with 
the A ntcA ni<fuior spider».

These talent« are elements of intellect. In ­
tellect is an element of mind and soul, aud is 
generated in the lower world of m atter or uia- 
teriul beings Faraday speak* of “ soul M u g  
organized from the element, and lifu is enpa- 
hle of refining nnd becoming more ellierinlized, 
aud no spirit lias been able to secure annihila­
tion." These integrants of spirit are evolved 
from matter, or ns Faraday say«: “  from eter­
nal. sclf-existetil elements."

To my mind ull science points, if it does not 
declare, that psychic life unfolds in conformity 
and coincident with physical life. Therefore, 
it seems impossible that the ego of the sonso 
iium should develop iu a foreign zone or pre­
cinct away from the material cosmos. Mind 
can spring from matter ns easily os electro gal­
vanic matter and force can spring from thin 
acid anil mctallc predicate.

Is there any difference in the electric matter

Elsewhere 1 have demonstrated that electricity 
of the human body is identical with that of 
the laboratory. A. 8. Hudson, M. D. 

Stockton, f ’n/.

a tiny gift into tier hand, saying: “ I know
mamma would like this, and 1 thought you 
would too Like it) I t would be impossible to 
tell bow happy it made her. F red-« ninny 
presents, on tlmt Christmas, did uot give him 
one Imlf the joy tlmt this trifle gnvu her; anil 
she has kept it these many years among her 
most cherished treasures. When she feels the 
old diseonteiit, because her life is so narrow 

{ and her work so insignificant, some accident 
I t  was Friday afternoon and the book« were bring* It to  view, anil she remember» little 

all put away. Fifty puire of eager feet were Fred and wonders where he is. The picture 
doing their beat to refrain from beating time cornea vividly before her. of his pathetic face 
to  the merry music of fifty juvenile heart* "'■> with tears, which taught hern  lusting lesson 
The teacher waa very weary! after the maimer *« psychology. From the moment the new 
of those who labor for something more than b°y half whispered “  mamma is dead," 
wage* 8 he Imd been striving, under u s to rm ]"1'0 had dally been coming nearer the truth

IN S IG N IF IC A N T .
F o r Ilio Boy H e a d e rs  o f  "T h e  P ro g r e s s iv e  

T h in k e r ."

tlmt no work is insignificant which helps in 
any way the least of tho human family, und 
she feels that the soul of even a ragged, home 
less, giftless boy, is of as much consequence 
as tlm t of a prince, and that every boy has a 
soul capable of the highest developm ent 

t'omordia, Hon. R e t t a  S. A n d r h s o n .

of censure nnd opposition, sineo the first of |
September, to bring order out of chaos, and in |
Novcinlier, when she Imd partially succeeded, 
a new I my had seen fit to enter school, ami 
she felt that he would in a measure disarrange 
her plans. While writing a list of books lie 
would need, these complaint« raced through 
her tired brain: W hat an insignificant work
mine i»I What a narrow, useless round of E X T R A C T  
duties! Fate was unkind to drive me into the 
intermediate, where it is all work, chalk-dust, 
impudence and comm’n d ’notn'nnters, without 
the companionship one finds among more ml 
vanned pupils, aud also w ithout the burst­
ing baby love, in all its purity, which cheers 
one, among the little ones."

The list M ing finished, she went to the desk 
of the new boy, and placing it in bis hand, 
said: “ Give this to your mamma and tell—"
but the boyish face quivered, and a pair of 
gray blue eyes, swimming in tears, were lifted 
to her face, and a boyish voice faltered: “  My 
mamma is dead!" I t was half whispered, 
but every particle of the dusty atmosphere 
trembled with it, aud a momentary silence fell 
such as the teacher could not have believed I 
possible. She said, iu a low voice. “ Remain, 
dear, and we will talk about your books by 
ourselves." While her finger was upon the sig­
nal bell, she noted a uew expression upon cv- ]
cry face before her, and also the fact that, for Th*t thou longest "  to wa/l me away from scene« 
once, the feet were all still. “  Bless their

FROM  M Y  SC R A P ­
BOOK.

•• V ision«« o f  B u ) l i o o d ' s  H o m e ."
The visions deepen: Ah! whore are they 

Who trod o'er thy threshold stone
In thy |>almluit dujs, as 1 sense them now 

In the passing shadow* shown?
The fathers and mothers—yes, every nnd all 

The worthies that came to thy shrine?
They all hare gone on In their endless path 

In accordance with will Divine.
From weakness and dimness to clearer life 

They |Missed through the gate of the tomb: -
I ’lanls seeded on ea rth—in tho gardens of light 

They grow to perennial bloom.
They live nnd progress In that boundless world 

Tho unopened eye never saw!
They reap the ir joy and gather their strength 

In tho sunshine of tove-gavernod law.
Ah! Mother, confirm me. If true indeed 

As thy spirit voice hath said:
11A beautiful home D preparing for thee "

In that world of the risen “ dead."

freckled uoses! I really ilo believe they have 
souls, in spite of them selves," she said men­
tally. The bell sounded, and for the first 
time in all those tiresome weeks, each restless 
shoe took n correct position in Uie aisle. At 
the next signal, they all moved together, an 
event she had long ceased to  hope for— and all 
this on Friday! Even the big boy, th a t was 
noted for his pugnacity, seemed toned down, 
and she began to entertain hopes that, in time, 
he m ight become humanized too.

When the last sound of the noisy feet was 
lost to the teacher, who had forgotten within 
the last few minutes that her work was insig­
nificant, she sat down by the  boy whose bead 
lay upon his desk, and as she put her arm 
around him, she noticed that his tidy  clothing 
was of the best quality, and she understood 
that his heart was not longing for anything 
tha t money could buy. She knew that it was 
hungry for tha t indefinable something which 
lives only in the heart of a truly sym pathetic 
woman. lie  did not resist this show of affec­
tion, bu t ns if actuaed by an impulse foreign to 
a ten-year-old boy, he clasped her round the 
neck and pressed his cheek to hers, every one 
of their mingling tear-drops tending to  whiten 
both souls. This wordless eloquence had 
lasted but a few moments, when she whispered 
“ Tell me all about it, Fred.

W hat he had to tell was very insignificant. 
Similar things happen every day. llis  mothci 
bad died three weeks before, and he was her 
only child. His father bad brought him to 
this little town, to live with his aunt and hi* 
cousins, but he wasn't used to the ways of 
cousins, nnd he wanted his own mamma and 
his own home. Not much of a story— no 
hunger—no rags— nothing to excite pity, but 
this foolish, soft-hearted woman thought it a 
most pathetic story, nnd with her arm still 
about him, she found herself making clear, 
in simple wools, the richest and most com­
forting of all lessons. The school-room lost 
its chilling strangeness, and the scene from 
the window became less dreary, while he 
listened. She did not seem to be the same 
woman of whom he had stood in awe in the 
morning, nnd ho was happier than he had 
been before since they bail pu t Ids mamma in­
to tho ground. In fact, as he dried his eyes, 
he felt th a t she was not in the ground, as he 
had supposed, but that she was alive and 
could come to  him sometimes, aud help him 
to do right, and to become a noble man.

And the teacher we* benefited too. Those 
tears bad washed away some of the weariness, 
and, for the time, all o f the discontent from 
her reM Uous heart, aud she enjoyed the two 
days of rest from school work more than was 
usual. Monday morning found lief anxious 
to meet the motley array of faces. The first 
pupil to arrive was Fred, with a strap full of 
imIoixhis new liooks. He also had the plump­
est orange tlmt he could find—an immense 
manifestation of Isiyish love— which he slyly 
transferred to the one who had brought lit* 
mamma back to him. She had just time 
to kiss his clean, red chock, by the way of 
thunk«, before other pupils entered the room, 
but it was enough to make him happy all du\ 
Ilo proved to 1st a very forgetful boy, how­
ever, oven until the final breaking up in June, 
for, hardly an afternoon passed, when he 
knew Dial his teacher was alone Iu the school 
room, that he d idn 't find it necessary to return 
for a pencil or a book, which he often went 
away without after nil his pain*. But then 
he ought to  have known that his books were 
not in tile teacher's desk, where bo always went 
Those formidable “ other fellers" didn't “ nag" 
and call him a « mollycoddle," as he had 
feared; they seemed to appreciate the situation 
and they allowed the understanding to go ou 
lielween the two, unmolested, “  'eaUBC ye 
know hi* m a'i dead." Better than that, they 
became more rcapoctful n m l  obedient, bo  H in t 
instead of upsetting her nice order, the new 
boy became, without knowing it, ber most po­
tent assistant.

So besot with trouble and care;"
To Ilvo and to rest in the Sumtner-lacd 

That is made se enobantingly fair.
I ’ll moot thee, my mother! thy joyous guest 

When tho fullness of tirno shall come!
By the waters still, and In pastures green 

We will seek for that "lieautiful homo."
1 es, mother! but doubtless thou knowest now 

That rest is tor gathering still
Thu strength to join with the angel bands 

Who are working the Infinite will.
If a ray of the Infinite shines in our hearts 

"A s sparkles the sunlight in drops of dew,”
"Not long can we joy in a sluggard n.<t,

But seek that Infinite Will to do.

I h e  visions ol thee are fading, old home!
In the mists of two hundred years;

W ith the happy thoughts of by-gone tirn o  
Wo will mingle our farewell tears.

If true, then, as wise ones tell us,
T hat "nothing we love shall die," 

l ”Il see thee again, my boyhood's home.
In some valley beyond the sky.

W ith thy orchard and sparkling fountain 
Thy grass forever green—

Thy waving grain and cornfields 
Beneath a more golden sheen.

Adlou, then! home of my " Fbrbeart,"
Tho visions have passed from view,

Till a greeting again be permitted 
In lands of the leal and the true.
Ifoctc\nn, I k l  J . G. JACKSON.

Pope Leo Calls for Help.
URGES AN IWtVEKSAI. CATHOLIC LEAGUE FOB.

DEFENSE AGAINST THE IMPIOUS.
Rome, Dec. 15.—The Pope in bis allocution 

at yesterday’s consistory said that the enemies 
of the Romish Church ruthlessly cucompasscd 
it on every side. Not content with displaying 
their hatred in words, they had proceeded to 
acta of violence against the peaceful foreign­
ers who had come to Home actuated by filial 
piety and free from political aims. These 
enemies, who had uot hesitated to incite riots, 
insults, and threats, now sought to deal the 
papacy a death blow. Other secret foes who 
paraded tlieir moderation, really aimed at the 
same object Tho liberty of the Pontiff to 
communicate with tho outer world was more 
curtailed and the situation becoming more nnd 
more difficult By waging war ou the papacy 
the Dope said, the enemies hoped to weaken 
nml proscribe the name of Christianity. The 
Dope protested that if the heads of States 
would give earnest consideration to the |>o»i- 
tion of the church they would then understand 
that it was to their interest to uphold the au* 
tliority of the church as the greatest moral 
power in the world, and that it behooved all 
Catholics, acting in unison with him. to form 
a ¡icrpctunl league against the assaults of the 
impious.

And it behooves every patriotic American to 
join some league to prevent the Koranu Octopus 
from gvttiug a foothold here as it ha* iu 
Europe. Anti-Uomisii.

Tin' Shall of Dersia has a tobacco pipe which 
is worth $100,000.

The daughter of William Lloyd Garrison, 
who 1* the wife of Henry Yilhird, lias pre­
sented a bust of her father to Howard Culver- 
sily in Washington.

Mr* Hodgson Burnett lias called u new* 
IxnV home that she has founded "Lionel'* 
Home,” t«* perpetuate the memory of her son. 
Lionel, the original of «■ Little Lord Foutlc-
roy. ”

George W. Dchituater, late Republican can­
didate for Governor of Dennsylvauia, has 
iqM iicil a law otthe at Tacoma, Wash.

Eugenie'« small and elegant foot, once the 
admiration of the French court, has r.ow, it is 
said, become swollen out of shape by gout and 
rheumatism. This foot, in the days of it* 
fume, was so Cinderella-like in its tininess that 
its discarded shoes could be worn only by 
children, for there was no woman in all Eu­
genie's train whose foot was small enough to 
fit them.
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SACRED HEART.
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^
THINKING OP ENTERING A CATHOLIC 

SCHOOL. (SUL-TOUKKS IN THE NARRA­
TIVE.)

our sins’' L tun not surprised . You 
mve boon convicted of lying—und uioro, 

aga inst u p riest—worse, u thousand tim es 
worsts—against tbo Bishop. T he Dovll 
only could have invented th is  falsehood.

P u n is h m e n t .

Sunday m orning broke over tho world 
In lt> glory. The hells of the  churches 
called th e ir  worshipers, and thousands 
w ith lig h t hearts and joyous counte­
nances wended the  stree ts  to unite n t the 
shrines consecrated to th e ir  respective 
beliefs. W ith in  the walls of the  Sacred

T he fa the r of lies, only, could thus sneak 
of God’s uuointed one. You have lied;
you have sou 
you have rebel

g h t to in ju re  the  C hurch ;
l i e d ^ ^ K f  waHateMäBlKagainst Jesus C hrist, 

and even the V irg in  M ary, his Blessed 
M other, will w rnthfuily resen t th a t In­
sult, You ought to  be scourged! You

h t to be burned! I will reserve tho 
Tull m easure of tny sentence un til con' 
sultatlon. A t p resen t you will bo core 
fined In a coll. You will receive dally  a

H eart, worship had become reduced to wafer and a glass of w ater. No one m ust 
the  business of life, and the  observance speak to  you. You m ust sneak to no one. 

— n ----------- --------------------. . — 1 -* -  • will be allowed toof forms and cerem onies the  occupation, 
even to meanness, toan  intolerableemit«.- 
a burden and a penance of Itself.

The S isters gathered  In the dimly 
lighted chapel. They were depressed 
by the dissipation of the preceding even­
ing, and many had reproving compunc­
tion» of conscience which th e  assurances 
of the priests could not remove. Zelda 
had a bosom friend, a r»iifi(iinU,as far as 
th a t were possible amid such restra in ing  
influences. I t was a foolish th in g  to do, 
to confide in th is friend, the  good S ister 
H ildah, but th e re  a re  tim es when to 
share a grief with another casts off a p a rt 
of the burden, and sym pathy is sweet for 
th e  soul. T here  are tim es when wo m ust 
have a com forter. A fter the lig h t was 
extinguished in the  dorm itory, Zelda 
had stepped to H ildah’s cot, which was 
side by side with hers, and nu tting  her 
arms around her neck, had whispered to 
her th e  th ing  which had happened and 
the te rrib le  consequences she feared. 
“  If the Bishop absolved you, you have 
naught to fear, for th e re  is no h igher

On Sundays you 
*l.

au thority ." was tho assuring responso. 
H  " “  ill  S i sP erhaps Zelda, of all the S isters th a t 

m orning assembled, was the only one 
who feared punishm ent. T he othors 
argued th a t as the priests participated , 
and were prim arily  the cause, and had 
repeatedly granted  pardons, tho m atte r 
would not be referred to. They were 
miserably m istaken. T he face of the 
Superior was dark  as a storm-cloud, and 
they saw th a t evil portended.

“ Have yon questioned your con­
sciences?" she asked, in a reproving and 
exultant voice. "  Do you find no cause 
for reproof in tho outrageous proceed­
ings of last evonlng?"

T here was a  painful silence—every one, 
as it were, holding th e ir  b rea th  in th e ir  
suspense.

" I  knew you would blam e tho p riests ,” 
she continued, “ but know you th e  priests 
must never be censured. You tem pted 
them , as Eve tem pted Adam and brought 
sin and death  into tho world. She was 
punished, just us you will bo punished, 
and I am thankful God has given me the 

inflict such chastisem ent on 
will save you from years 

irgatory. S ister Eudoeia, as h lth- 
tne most exem plary, I begin with

come
to th e  chapel. You m ust k iss th e  floor 
as you en ter. You will p ro stra te  your­
self’ before me, and lick the  dust from 

‘ my shoes. T hen you will re tire  to  your 
>cell, for the  pravers the  S iste rs re|>eat 
are too holy for llos likeyou rs."

T he fearful conditions of th is  sentence 
were its unlim ited tim e, und the im pend­
ing g rea te r punishm ent which m ign t a t 
any m om ent be expected. Tho Superior 
was irresponsible, uncontrollable, and the 
th ick  walls und barred  doors allowed 
none of th e  deeds of infam y to bo re ­
vealed.

“ A fter th e  hour of d inner, th e re  will 
bo a season of atonem ent in the  cha|>el," 
summoned th e  S uperior. T h a t was the 
ouphonlous m anner of speaking of the 
execution of the  imjiosed sentences. 
Home, when »he summoned a h ere tic  to 
the flames, softly said th e re  
“ should be no shedding of b lood!”

T h ere  was no necessity of the  rule im ­
posing silence, for a shadow rested  
gloomily on tho m inds of all those poor 
S isters, and tho lecture droned by the  
nun was not heard . They arose a t 
the  signal and m arched into tho chapel. 
T he sentences were to follow in tho o rder 
received, and two S isters were to “ soi/.e 
Eudoeia and d rag  h e r  before th e  judg­
m ent sea t.” I t  is s trange to reco rd—it 
will te s t th e  credu lity  of the  reader, and 
,'et i t  is true, th a t these S isters, so lov- 
ng, refined and gentle, bad become so 

degraded by th e ir  relig ious belief and 
tra in in g —I will not say education—th a t 
they uroae w ith tho a lacrity  of furies, 
seized the unresisting  g irl, und litera lly  
dragged h er to a seal in front of the 
platform  on which the  Superior sat. A t 
a sign ano ther S is te r b rough t the  cap. 
I t  was made of heavy leather, shaped 
like th e  crown of the  head, and th ick ly  
se t on tho inner surface w ith needle 
points. As the S iste rs’ h a ir  is cu t short, 
the cap fits closely, and is draw n t ig h t

and 
power 
you now as 
in puri 
erto  
you; you will—  and for the sake of Jesus 
have the cap, and then bo re tired  to a 
cell, with one loaf of bread a day, until 
I release or fu rther punish you! May 
you pray unceasingly, and find forgive­
ness,"

The cheeks of Eudoeia whitened, and 
she remained motionless, h e r  fingers 
clutching her lieads.

The Superior then called ten S isters 
by name, who for the  noxt month were 
to kneel on peas, during  services, and 
wear poos in th e ir  shoes. She men­
tioned ten more who were to be sub­
jected to the  gag every morning for a 
m onth, and If they resisted, a month for 
each resistance.

She paused and glowered on theah rink - 
log sisterhood, helpless as lambs In the 
hands of the butcher. W ere the vials 
of her w rath spent? F ar from It, for 
she had reserved until the lost the 
essence of her cruelly . Tho pause was 
to emphasise the coming sentence.

Here, however, a new elem ent was un­
expectedly Introduced. S ister HllduAi 
arose. She hod given her oath to reveal 
to the Superior all secrets entrusted  to 
her. Would she betray her friend, or 
forfeit her oath? Religion had no warpedrtxxl

)us-and blighted her sense of r ig h t and 
tlcc th a t she had yielded, and no 
arose to betray the most sacred obliga­
tion.

I have questioned my conscience,. my
M other Superior.” she said slowly, gasp­
ing for breath, such was her constraint, 
** and find th a t I have com mitted sin. ! 
have listened to S itte r  S tantia, who told
roe th a t tho Bishop sought 
and th a t she struck him!

h t to kiss her 
An awful

silence reigned. The Superior was too
surprised to reply. She now had cause, 
»tain to all *

by a a Iran  under tho chin. I t  Is a horri-
e punishm ent und quickly grows unen­

durable. W hile tho two S isters held 
Eudoeia's arm s, the  o th e r  udjusted the  
cap, and drew  tho s trap  w ith all her 
s treng th . A moan of anguish escaped 
the victim .

“ T h e g a g ,”eallod tho S uperior, g rea tly  
enjoying the scene.

A gag wus brought, an Iron bur with 
rings a t each end having strops which, 
when the  bar was placed in the tnoulh, 
could he buckled buck w ith u force suffi­
c ien t to  dislocate the  jaw. T he S iste r 
roughly forced the  bar into Eudocia's 
m outh, und drew  up the  straps un til tho 
blood oozing from tho cornors of the 
quivering lips trick led  down to h e r chin, 
and dropped on hur bosom. Human 
nature could a c t endure th is  te rrib le  
pain, and the  victim  suffered from eon- 
vu 'sionsand happily became unconscious. 
Then the  instrum ents w ere removed, 
and th e  S is te r executioners tak ing  her 
up in h er c h a ir  carried  her down into 
the cellar and left h e r on the floor of the 
cell assigned her, to recover as she 
m ight.

“  May th is be a  lesson to  you," said the 
Superior. “ S ister S lan lla, stand before 
me, and kiss tho floor in token of obedi­
ence."

Zelda was unable to arise; h e r  physical 
powers u tte rly  failed under tho strain  
Imposed on her. The S isters each side 
of h e r  carried  her to the  place desig­
nated, and loosing th e ir  group she sank 
to the floor.

“Curry h e r  to h e r ce ll,” the Superior 
harshly  "commanded, and tho S isters
again
ra th e r

carried  or

plain to all, for m aking th e  penance of 
unheard-of severity. She or*«*) majes­
tically and exclaimed:

“ It is well, S ister H ildah, th a t you 
have relieved your mind. Such a  secret 
kept would have sank you to the lowest 
tell. H *hell. You do not wish me, I am sure, 

not to give you penance. You will have 
only bread for the month, and for d rink  
1 will give you the w ater of my bath. 
Blessed for Its especial holiness. It may 
cleanse you of sin."

"S ister Slanlla, arise!"
The trem bling 

the scene before S:t r i could not do so: 
w dark  androe scene oetore r.cr grew dark  and 

whirled around until she clutched the 
scat to prevent falling.

“  You cannot stand under the  load of

rasping her arms, 
ragged h er away.

W ith  a fierce glance a t  the  ten S isters 
sentenced to the gag, she said: “ T here 
will be in teresting  exercises for you to­
morrow morning. L*-t us Invoke the  
preeencc of the Holy M aster, and recol­
lect th a t It is Inflict«) for your good, out 
of the  full h ea rt of the Blessed Jesus."

T he reader may turn  with disgust from 
there pages and exclaim : Such horrib le  
things should not bo described, If they 
are true: and U not, th e  fancy should 
not be allowed indulgence. Quite tree . 
I agree th a t such details a re  horrible: 
th a t they tax credulity  to the utmost. 
A t the «»me lim e tA/y a r t frag, and for 
th a t reason there Is a necessity of p re ­
senting the facta w ith all th e  vividness 
words can portray. The disclosures th a t 
have been made have been ignored. 
T h e  press subsidized; o r for fear of Catb 
otic Influence has cast oh! 
nuns and priests who have 
a part of the dreadful story. The half 
ronnot he told. Imagine the o ther half, 
which the w riter has not described, be­
cause too shocking for expression.

To b* Contlcaed

douuy on those 
re  dared  to  tell

i  hr winter abut Is screaming 
Alni whistling lonesoirriy ; 

“Tis I line Ui) self were dreaming, 
Desìi lo Its revelry;

Hut Sll tblug* eevin to drive lur 
Awsy from Poppy Vsle,

Ami mail enough to knife tint 
Is Uores»,—by his wall.

This hull patch »»s «n apron 
Just like my beri doll's dress,- 

The doll named for toy cousin,—
1

My red-haired cousin, He»*,
hot ipiece of pule, pink fabric 
I w ore to do the role 

>f scribe for Sir John Franklin, 
A sailing tow nrd the pole

Mi school Professors praised me, 
The crowd seemed entertained, 

That dsy in) foolish "eoiu|*o'- 
The prise o'er others t allied,

Unii s pink cheeked school girl 
When timi rweii dress was new , 

lltll oil! wliat hunt led brier- 
My feet have sime been throught

PAINTING WHILE HE MEDITATES ON 
THE RUIN WHICH THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH HAS WROUGHT.

r o n  i hK  i.v.

Ill O. W. IUIISAIU'.

When the summer days were long 
And the groves were sweet with song— 
When the row'» everywhere 
Filled with fragrance s ll «he air—
When the air was soft and clear,
While Joy crowned the growing year; 
Then a mansion clad In flower.
Smiled amid her leafy bowers:
Her- a wealth of vine* and trees 
Are arranged the eye to please,
Ami within are works of art 
Well designed to please the heart;
Here a borne la blest with love;
Sweet heaven’s from a b o v e -  
Here a family one and all 
Ever luorca nt duty'« ca ll—
Here the angels smile to see 
Such a loTely “ family tree.”
Here a maiden (eldest child),
With a nature sweet and mild.
Dwelt amid this fairy »erne,
Known a« lovely Corn’ D ean;
Karo and radlaut maiden she,
Falrc*t on the " faiullr tree!"
And this glorious day In Juue 
It would seem had come too soon;
’Tls the fairest ever seen
And leaves the maiden " sweet sixteen,''
And a feast she would prepare
Thut her friends must come and share.
Anti her parents gladly aid
All the efforts of the maid,
That her natal day may he 
blest with mirth and festive glee.
Now a Joyful day Is past,
For such pleasures cannot last. 
And the morrow soon will bring 
Anguish that her heart will sting. 
By her father's stern decree 
She her lover could not sec;
He’s forbid to enter there.
Or tbelr festive Joys to share;
Hut at evening’s witching hour 
She met him In the trystlng bower.

■  EdHWhen this fa it her father knew,
His anger like a rocket flew :
He rudely turned her from Ills door 
Forbidding her to enter more,
And poor Cora’s heart must grieve 
Thus her borne ami friends to leave; 
But she leaves that long, sad day 
To pursue her thorny way,—
Over hilltops, over plain.
While her tears pour down like rain, 
Sad and lone she wanders on 
'Til three days have come and gone, 
Searching for a servant's place 
With her blanched and tearful face, 
'Til at IcDgth she cotora where 
She a servant's toll must hear,
From the hours of early morn 
'Til night’s long sad hours forlorn. 
But her bea-t Is brave ami stroug 
Though bereft of Joy and song
Cruel father, thus to blight
Thy fair daughter's life so bright; 
For against tlie moral sense
She's committed no offense; 
He was worthy of her love,
She would ever faithful prove,
Ami thy prejudice unwise 
Was the fruit of w Irked lies

in  the long, dark days of old 
When the candidates divide 
Friends that should In love abide.
8 orc her mother's heart doth bleed 
When »hr thinks of Cora's need.
Many n sleepless night Is «pent 
Since her darling's banishment
Her lover, too, with anguish riven 
Seems almost to madne-s driven, 
Then « fever's scorching breath 
Brings him near the verge of death , 
Where he Huger*, long anil low,
With life'« current moving «low — 
Weary night« ami resile»» day«
Want I [tig on bis couch lie lays,
While delirium'» troubled dream 
Make» his life a <le»crt aeeni;
But al length Ibr •• Isialman " came, 
Found him murmuring Cora's name; 
Then bis spirit took Its flight 
To the realms so pure anil bright.
Years bave come aud pa»»rd sway. 
Still Cor»'» tolling day by day,
To sustain the vital breath
And keen at hay the mask of death. 
‘ ‘ rie

jS u fc  " ir i
Give her hope, ambi the gloom,

Whispering angels cheer her life— 
Give lier strength for dally strife —

That flower» yel In her heart will bloom 
She’s kept rouragr—hid hrr grief 
Ami many tears have given relief;
In her dreams she see« oner more
A happy group al her father’s door, 
And tirara a » hlsper, soft and plain.
T h a t sh e 'll see ln  r hom e a g a in ;
F or Ibc  C hris tin a» —Joyful «lay I 
Is com ing  now w ith o u t de lay ,
W hile h e r  fa th e r  now re le n ts  —
O f Ills r a s l io o s  so re  rep en t- — 
B rings C ora  In a  C h ris tm as f rs s t 
W here a ll h r a r ts  * l t h  love are  b lest. 
F or good w in  « o *  re igns suprem e,
A g if t of C hris tm as It m u st se e m !

Mitsl/st», fU.

I M iration in Arkansas.

T he new Spiritual Tem ple juat fin­
ished at S tu ttg a rt . A rkansas, the  flint 
sp iritual building ever erected  In the 
South, la to  he dedicated  by an e ig h t 
days' m eeting, beginning on T hursday 
n igh t, January  14, and ending on T hurs­
day nigh t, J a n u a r y  2 1 ,1&C. Moses Hull, 
of Chicago, and o th e r able speaker* and 
medium*, a re  to he present and officiate. 
The regu la r dedicatory discourse will 
ho delivered Saturday  afternoon, Janu

I bi« lilack piece look» thè saddest 
<>f any onc «ewod In,

For mniniim wme tliat «llk shrnud 
To take ber grave-sleep !u ; 

llut w lieti «he carne tu see ine 
Forni lovcly Angid land,

Blie wore thè whltcst gannent»,— 
Ami llowera were In ber band.

Ami this embroidered patch w«» 
My wedding dre*», you know; 

The sight Of It—well, always,
It sets my heart aglow !

Ami (hat dear little diamond 
Was my first baby's dress'

The very, very sweetest 
Of any, I confess.

Here Is the cloth which made Up 
The flr»l pants fur ray boy.

Ha' ha! I see him strutting, 
ln  hl« exultant Joy,

Prouder than any coxcomb. 
From shilling bools to head!

No king on velvet carjiet 
E’er walked with kiiigllcr tread.

That sheer scrap onre euveloped 
My youngest nestling. grown 

Now to a tall blond lady, 
lu to  life's glitter thrown; 

Posing liefore the footlights—
<Tim mlng by highest art,

But everywhere my darling,
Her mother’» own true heart!

Fold up the dear ohi bedqullt,— 
Why ! There's the dre.» I Isiught 

And gsve my own dear mother
After thnt school I taught I 

; school II wa* a slim, young school ma'am, 
With quite a level bead,

And—well, I earned aouio money, 
And bought thnt. as I said

Now fold the bed-quilt neatly, 
Its patches tell so much

As Memory’» flying lingers 
The chords of feeling touch.

And send my longings forward 
lu to  the vast unknown,

Where, up the hills of Progress, 
My old-time friends have gone.

— Hrritn /IntfhU, Ohio.

S O M E T H IN G  N E W .

M e s s a g e s  W r i t t e n  in  a  S t o c k i n g -

T hey  Com o In s ta n ta n e o u s ly

T o  THE E d it o r :—During recen t¿ring my
visit to Lockjiort, N . Y., 1 Became much
In terested  in  th e  m edium lstic phases 
and in te llectual productions of Mr*. 
A nna L. Robinson, who is th e  cen tra l 
m agnet th u t un ites and educates h a r­
moniously. I did not witness th e  most 
s tr ik in g  m anifestations, for my tim e 
and opportun ities w ere lim ited : h u t th e
lesti mon h er and 

purposes
jy of all who spoke of 

th e  m anifest candor and h igh  
of th e  medium  convinced mo th a t no 
sham m ing accom panies h e r  m edium ­
ship. I t is both phenom enal and in­
structive , and she seems to have the 
confidence and good will of all. S he in ­
formed me th a t  when she an tic ipated  
physical dem onstrations, she found It 
necessary to ubslntn from food and 
avoid ail c lash ing  und clogging influ­
ences. She gets w ritings and draw ings 
in a  vurloty of ways. U ndor th e  tab le­
cloth, held at arm 's leng th ; in th e  d a rk ­
ness o r folded and concealed inside h e r 
stocking, the w ritings come: not n t her 
bidding, but as th e  angels nlea.se and 
conditions allow. No pencil is used. 
She says when a paper U folded and 
closoly nocked near tier left ankle inside 
the stocking, she has no th ing  to  do but 
aw ait th e  power and pleasure of her 
guides. An in te restin g  aud suggestive 
feature to it is th a t she always knows 
when the  w riting  is done, and it is in­
stantaneous.

From  her experiences she Infers th a t 
all Independent sla te -w riting  is done in 
like m anner, and th a t no ttencil Is ever 
requ ired . B ut i t  will not do  to in te r­
p re t all phases by one, nor ail m edium ­
sh ip  by tho  standard  of tho  cxjiorlonco 
of ono. T h ere  U ev idently  u *u|>crlor 
class of scientific a r tis ts  th a t experim en t 
with Mr*. Robinson, and th e  sam e m a­
n ipulators m ig h t And It necessary to  use 
d ifferent tneana and method* w ith o th e r  
mediums; but th a t a tightly-fo lded,dosed 
crum pled piece of panor, h idden w ithin 
a stocking, pressing close to h er lim b, 
can lie Inalantanooualy filled w ith w rit­
ing, suggests som ething more than  a 
tneehunlcal operation  iicrforinod by m a­
terialized  linger» between two cloaed 
alatea. Then, too, the  aujierlor in te lli­
gence th a t llowa from th is  source 1» full 
of promise and q u ite  as Instructive os 
tho  physical phenom ena. licsldc* these 
phases. Mrs. Robinson Is widely known 
as a auooeataful detective . To her, h id ­
den thing» arc revealed with a  re m a rk ­
able accuracy. T he lost la found—o r 
It* whereabout* Indicated—and stolen 
properly  i* traced and th e  th ie f id e n ti­
fied in  these th ings, I am Informed,

l l r b ig o u t  th è  p a tch w o rk  «■edqullt 
A iut »preait il nn th è  floor.

1 b ear "  T he house ttia t J a c k  b u l l i ,”
A l in o th e r 'a  b u re  once  inoro:

A m i "  Jnlrjf m ln trv ,"  c r e n , 
l  im i p a tch  u t bino recali« ,

WInni off fo r Fani y 's  liesvcn 
T en  w lille  “  geco* "  m o k e  th e lr  Girali»

are an honor to  th e ir  profession. They 
attend  to  th e ir  business and auoceas fol­
low» them . Thoy need no cla»*-lcglaln- 
tlon to  pro tect them  agaiuat co m p eti­
tion. It l* th e  au th o rised  quacks th a t  
have li t t le  to  do In th e ir  Une of m edical 
ex |ierlm onlallon . who a re  an anxious to 
secure th e  aid  of th e  S ta te  and Im prison 
th e ir  »upertora. To such these  veraea, 
w hich follow, apply:

it «  i r  » r  XKKlt.

T h ose  w ho s iili n o t sh r in k  n o r f a l la r ,  
t i r  p i  » Ist,Je ron»  w o o ls  g iva  b r a d .  

T hose  w ho seek  th e  road  am i w alk  I t ,—  
T h is  Is w h a t w e n e e d !

Houiul dow n by n o c h a ln s o f  p r I r s t r r a f t— 
N o d a rk  th eo rie s  fo r e r re d .

Men of com m on •••u»c am i reaso n  —
T h is  Is w hat w r need !

Walking out from the old shadows, 
In l'm y rru lm 'i m u y  mrad, 

Kariiral •«»relier», hearty worker*— 
This Is what we ut«*d1

usO ' departed, rotnr and show 
As our hungry mimi» you fr e i,  

How lo  grow Tn strength arid goodt 
This I» what we need!

From » lie w»y of irutb oft straying, 
Drawn by *rlfl»h g rec i,

Turn us hack, o h  ' help and aid u s -  
'I his I» what w« need!

j y
i  n«

O f. J .  //. R A N D A L L , SP IR IT U A L
ll«*l«r, raa  farv i«*  bBthtrvd« erf 
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lr a « lt4 , I lf  Ik*« «V» P*"Ct la  *1« M fw U I  Imrffi o f
f r v i l r «  iMirf f i ir r ir r o t ir  

*• Y«» ih* frltmla *rf I •« lu  H•••*»'•
(M  t im  I trg« ft  |»r in n tu iu t c: I»*** m  <*»* •*» ( * •  
m « l  f t f t r d  l» l l i t 4 « « U  I b«»« r » tr  « K l I» ** •  
f»«rfM***fflC la t M lt f l l l r *  U r f  4 i« f * M |l  M
•ilnitiftl imjmir.— J **«ru II I «« Prcu  
m r r  w*1

ff l/ f /P r/fO SP SO X . SI S OUTH
r m  MfMt, trutnpri *n-1 l*«t RutflUN.

• tu tn r t  «Ulij P a llile  r ir t i»  *•»»>*

/ / A
I  >  Ut

•F 1 "•i 1*1 ni

M ak e  o u r  c tn  lr»  p u r r  a ru l t r i p f u l .
T ru e  ( le tr )o p in rn t  In i t a s i ;

Uri»* u t t U l l j  In  p r u g r r M ln g —
TÍil* I» what wr nrnl !

L y m a n  C .  H o w e .
J'UUhimj, Va.

DR. R. GREER
Th» Noted Hytrll II« 
of Ut*. West I B  ! •*»» In 
Chicago . treat « jwilrt't* at
a  distane*-, Im.wwvwt 
(it# urliti iiijp^rml*
)•!««) «Ut r« •»

AU I • r*T«, ibffflor».
■ur-rfiitf fron t o ;  
nnkU.lv or mp4
acta «Ufi lunttMilf  r>Uf
ti.<l m w iW tlM tf our*, mr*
c w p e e t fu llT  I n v t i c t  m  « « D  

■M w r it e  for n « fr r r ,T » n t  f . l a g n o . l s  w o o  tWll*UMI

.M ic h ig a n  i t r i i i*
K. R . K ceeb, of R ockford, M ich., 

w rites: “ Wo have ju s t held  o u r last 
q u arte rly  m eeting  for th e  y ea r 1 "til, w ith  
Miss A. E. Sheet*, of G rand  Ledge, 
M ich., os apeaker. T ho  w ea ther * » - ali 
th a t  any ono could dmrire: tho  session* 
harm onious, aud th e  only d raw back  was 
the  enervated  condition of tho  apeaker. 
She wa* ju a t recovering  from a severe

p rew M tjn lnn . « . c l o s i n g  #1 '»'■ ^ f~ l  kf*. IwIsM Kiwi »«ÜW. <a4of €Â oym * ' 
ta l l i i f  «)iuj>Uiai AkMrr*»«

OR. * BlffR. Iff U Mb SU CRIC 160
r .  It l» r . Iir*>»r-* V «  r i o c t r l c  D l x l a a i  tws- 

• w i n  *4jM  * » t  k*>ip«ag. S s c s i «  w so s la l « * « y V  
itpyl cur*« 0(1 b ru t«  a s J  s m v w  J k s u f s  i s w  1ST 
h aB M .

eold b rough t on by oxoutsuru a t  a  meet- 
‘ Sunday prevloua, and oon*e- 

th e  lecture« w ere neocaaarlly 
how ever, th ey  w ere well received .

Ing th e  
quontly 
sho rt; li
W e believe ou r society ia one of th e  o ld ­
es t in th e  S la te , as i t  was organized Nov. 
10, IMigt. W e have o u r own hall, and 
hor»e sheds, frae of deb t. S ix  new nam es 
w ere added to  ou r m em bersh ip  d u rin g  
th e  »eaalun* ju s t closed. O u r annual 
election of officers will occur on th e  first 
Sunday in Jo n u arv . 1»02, a t  w hich tim e 
we choose a  P re s id en t. V loe-Praaldcnt, 
S ecre tary , T raa*u rar. C ollector, Ja n ito r , 
and tw<i T rustee*. T h e  T rustee* hold 
th e ir  offices for th re e  year*. A fter th e  
holidays we design  hav ing  a  serle* of 
social», a» is  our custom , a t ou r hall 
T hese a re  a reg u la r  feature and a ra  well 
u ttended . W e usually hold them  
S atu rdays and have a d in n e r, and all 
g ive the  duy over to  en joym en t.”

PAINLESS CHILDBIRTH.
CAD V S T A N T O N 'S
Ufi» tfk •  Inriqr* to  km- llf aliti parlari limp

!* u /! .b  ri Im Utlbfc tlia l IM rfh
rf I f  WÊ
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’* VC# «ñutí » K r ü r  *iar >U «f|< lrri k i U ilfk  tlia l 
rrtit»*) U«T4i)'L «bd i t i l i  n »»«t / u n r l
mlatJun kR .t.if « . .m r t  la to  j w t f i  (ItU a « «
If fo* M f« r . Tl la M l ta raaaa  yom arm ru m a  
bat iM^cauaa fuQ f fo lata  lila la v a  Wa t o o «  U fat. 
airvieu Iaullara, lb #  a,«««« «lo a*K aaffa f la  <litb tM n fi.
U>ry arm airp  aaf4a rr»Ka |l»« ran k •, «> vn .»a 1L- H*arrtk. 
a&4 fv tara  la  a a b ir t tin»« fcrartu# v f t ij  tLrai Uba M » -  1
fmiru rSiU.I (K f  r*n»«dlf«M » f « r e i f  f t f t u h i « ,  ca tli-  |ffrd Is i* » • • » ; Arma «f Iba liutai ocUlatu to 1
rofatoh. a «  ar» tb ry Va Uv» aarr^Klr I« IbK r »war*. 

cm «varr f >r c trta iar: A ddm a, P i  L Aura.
C U  C u lU f«  Of » » f  A u *  C lW ofu , Vit

C A R L  H IX T C H , H Y P N O T I S T .
T R E A T E Dr ì / S E A S E i

Z 7  sfa*wrttM-> or Ilnw iU sB  
■osati. IN D sstli A lf .  rsu«(n  
a f .  w. T n s u n r t l  li*  tb* M

T
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J  U l i  U RAL OFFER •
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l - r rn t  stam ps. U«-k u t tisir. asm *. «n-J k i  W* 
wtll dlsga.,«* r"« z  c»»* fre«. Iif tc lfp «  tiUrtu sptrl» 
w rttln*  Adire»», tir. J .  a  U iucks. Stilrlsv. H ss* ( r

14PR IT E  TO DR. f. C. P H /iJ J P S
f "r an anparallrirtS p*»rL'.mrt»ir- r»*4tbgL n  

auilhatlof) ut  advice «»n L«j»(nt »» tnalirrm» »t< i"atüu
uf hatr. irtvtnu «od m i . uor dt dur aa-1 (bree 

l< r n l  alami*« Tbrr** ijunUiiO* « in a r r v d  (or B  creta  
111 \V Vat. I t i

A SO V E  RIG  N  R  U M  k. O  V  H A S  B E E N
I o lir t i  thP*uifb (b» m*dltim«lilf> «>f t ir  P  P i f  
,  f*»r tbr pitalurc cure of ralarrh. trini «od pp.» rrfg r i l ,  fi»r tbr p ualilrr cu re  of 
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porter MTg Ok 111 W IU»éd|4 fli. CUoftgk IU (M

Irpaj. iosa uf mtmuNj. penai ) • 
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enta. ta u a d  tn ci.d k . ani p agre, price o a e  d eliar , i« v  
le g r  ten  e m u  -  P r»v! f u . m l  o f Medlewkehlp * f  Tar- 
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