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fin Raress by Mr. E. W. Spragus, Dctors ‘e First Assoclation of

Spritualists, Washington, D.G, -~

. by Waltet P, Williams.)

. (Reported :'.ExpfeSSIy-fOr"Thé Progressive Thinker

“' 'Some peaple have sald that it 1s
_yrong to. try to communicate with
‘the .dead.- Unnumbered millions in
mes past have been and in the
.~present are, in ‘about the same con-
- Bition of mind regarding & futurelife
jhat - poor old Job of the bible ex-
perienced in the long ago.” He was
pyidently in earnest and honest, but
hé had grave doubts of a future life.

(ob, the 14th chapter and first verse

reads as follows: ’

i “Man that is born of A woman is

pf tew days, and full of trouble.”

* Becond verse: “He cometh forth

filke & flower and I8 cut down;

e fleeth also as a shadow and con-
{nueth not.”

Tenth verse: ‘‘But man dieth and
asteth away: yea, man giveth up
he ghost, and where is he?”

- Fourteenth verse: “If a man die,
phall he live again?”

Sixteenth chapter, twenty-firat and

- Rwenty-second verses:;
*0 that one might plead for a man
‘with God, as a man pleadeth for his
, ’pﬂighbor!
‘“When a few years arg come, then
X ghall go the way whence I shall not
return,”

" Job was a materialist. Poor man,

{we ¢an understand his sad condition
* of mind gand pity him., He knew he

must dfe and he had but little hope

of a life after death; he was In great
doubt of a future state of existence
for mankind, and his sufferings be-
cause of this were almost unbear-
able. Such is the case with a large
portion of the human race to-day.

Bven those who do believe in a life

after death are usually very anxious

to have their belief demonstrated.

This is evident from .the fact that
~ people In auncient times brought for-
* ward every possible proof possible

Dbearing upon this subject. This is

shown Dby the scriptures. And it is

proved by the fact that muititudes of

Christians are to-day seeking the evi-

dences presented by modern Spirit-

ualisiy,

Christians get consolation out of
cortain passages of scripture, and I
am glad of it, indeed I am. Anyone
that can get consolation out of the
scripture,“or out of anything else,
upon this mighty question, I am al-
ways glad to assist. 1 Corinthians,
16th chapter and 26th verse, reads
thus: .
‘“The last enemy that shali be de

stroyed is death.”

Take notice the passage says this
enemy ‘shall be destroyed.” The
phenomena of modern Spiritualism
fulfill the prophecy contained in that

. passage of scripture. Spirftualism

“ has destroyed death as an enemy by
. proviug It to be a friend—a friend
in the hour of greatest need. Death

i)

-8 not a destroyer, but a helper; a

friend, yea more, it is the pgreatest
of all blessings. He who has added
to his faith knowledge (see 2 Peter,
1:5) can with Paul joyfully say:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.
O Death, where is thy sting? O
Grave. where i3 thy victory?”
- 8ee 1 Cor,, xv:h4-566.
© Paul, through his medinmship, re-
celvel the knowledge of the future
life and gloried in it.

Should we seek to lift the veil?

Think of the sorrow, the grief, the
mourning of the millions. If your
parents and children had disappeared
years ago and you knew nothing
of thelr whereabouts, and someone
should cone to you to-day and say
your parents aud children are living
next door— yea, in the next room,
and there Is a4 door between you and
those you leve, and they have been
Uving there all these lonely and sor-
rowful ycurs and you might have
communicated with them if you had
known it and had known how to nse
the key to unlock the door, how would
you feel? Well, now, that is true.

There are many men and women
who sland exactly where Job stood
when he agked the question: “If a
man die shall he live again?" Many
“have uttered the sentiment that Job
expressed, that I have read to you,
and they stand {n the same position
to-day. And yet the religion that this
Association represents—the religion
of modern Spirftnalism-has revealed
the fact that the loved ones they are
sorrowing und mournicg for live right
next door. Spiritualists have discov-
ered what has been suspected for
ages, that thig is the case. It has

been suspected that the dead lived:

and that they were somewhere, may-
be not far off; according to the bibles
of various organizations and religions
they did live next door, but it re-
mained for modern Spirituslism to
bring the key that would unlock that
door and open it. It is true the door
had been pulled part way open and
loved ones bad passed through and
spoken to the world bhere and there
for ages.

While it {s true, {f history is true,
that there were certain findividuals
Hke Paul who had opened the door

- and communicated with the spirit
friends, yet the great religions of the
world have taught that.these were
special providences. In the case of
Paul, the Christiaas seem to think
that the Almighty opened the door
to him briefly and that he had an
experience that did seem to prove a
future life; they pointed to it gladly

and sald: ‘“Here is evidence, ‘O
death, where i8 thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory?' ™

But, my friends, it was 'only beliet
on the part of these people who read
the story and who did not know that
it was trne. Some of them accepted
it because it seemed that It ougnt -to
be true, and said: ‘“‘Well, I believe
it;”’ and others saf{d: *No, {t cannot
be, because I cannot see it;” so one
clags ignored this evidence and put it
agide, "and the other class accepted
it as infallible truth. Both went to
great extremes. One sald there is
nothing {n it, and the other sald there
is everything in it. But while this
went on, these passages of scripture
given by the medium Panl and the
-medium Peter and the medium John
and the other mediums of that day

-gave to the’ world the fact,” which
‘wag fact to them. It has reached
‘miliions of souls and appealed {o them
and brought comfort snd consolation,
»and I am thankful for it. - Yes, I am
. thankful {or every word and every
iropression that can be brought to the
Christizn, thé heathen, "the’ Pagan,

the materlalist, oy any one who wants
to know about & life beyond, I am
thankful that there are. people. who.
have faith; I am thankful for the

fact that those who have faith have'l

developed and ripened into helievers
in a future life; but I am sad when
I come in contact with one who can

‘gee nothing before him but darkness

and . final- annihilation—I pity bim.
" Ladles and gentlemen, madern Spirs

ftualism has not come to antagonize

the thought that Paul gave us, that
Peter or Jesus gave us.. It has not
come to antagonize those things. that
teach and. proclaim ~a future -life,
Indeed, modern 8piritualism has come
to fulfill such claim. B

When Jesus came to the skeptical
Israelites they at that time bélieved
in the phenomena reported by Moses;
they believed that Moges’ cabinet wasg
an instrument of God, and that spirits
materialized over the door of the “ark
of the covenant,” as it was called;
they believed in Moges who was lead-
ing them; they implicitly belioved in
trance, healing, discerning of spirits
and other spirit phenomena of thoss
ancient days, but, like the moderp
Christian Church, they would accept
pone of it. Jesus sald to them:- *]
am not come to destroy, but to ful-
fill.”" He came not to destroy that
which they belleved regarding a fu-
ture life; He came not to destroy
the evidences that are taught in the
old scriptures—he came not to de-
stroy these, but to fulfill them. And
each one of you that ig teaching these
beautiful doctrines of spirit commun-
ion and the philosophy of the future
life and of its present life; each one
of you that {s working in the interest
of modern 8piritualism, can cry out
with Jesus of Nazareth, *I am not
come to destroy, but to fulfill.”

“But,” someone says, ‘you don't
believe in the trinity. I don't want
anything to do with Spiritualism be-
cause {t doesn’'t teach the dootrine of
the trinity. I don’t believe in Spir-
itualism because it denles the doctrine
of a burning lake of fire and eternal
torment; I don't belleve in it because
it doesn’'t teach the physical’ resur-
rection, It g the devil,”” etc. Those
are just llke the aobjections the old
Israelites made to Jesus Christ; they
condemned him and said he had "a
devil,” and that his teachings wero
from the devil,

They said the same of Peter
and Paul and all those mediums of
that day—the same old cry that you
hear to-day, and they said Jesus de-
nied the scriptures. Moses said ‘‘an
eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth,” but Jesus said: ‘“Love your
enemies.” He was contradicting the
seripture. He contradicted Moses’
law of marrlage, and that was evi-
dence that his teachings were “of the
devil.” Ladies and gentlemen, the
same thing Is reproduced and enacted
to-day, precisely, Because Spiritual-
ism does not indorse the church dog-
mas, some of the clergy repeat the
old cry: "It is the devil.”

Dear friends, we are here in the
interest of humanity, This little so-
clety is run for the purpose of scat-
tering the beautiful truths. that have
been given to us from the spirit side
of life. There are many who say you
must not try to distyrb the dead.
My dear old mother wi#s one of that
class. She was a good woman; she
was a beautiful character and well
versed In the scripture. In her early
life she was a Baptist and used to
testify under control (she didn't know
what ailed her until after she became
a Spiritualist), Later she became a
Universalist and remained one for
forty years. When that dear mother
camo {nto Spiritualism it was a strug-
gle for her. She was afrald. She
sald: ] am afraid that it is not
right to disturb the dead.”

That idea clung to her for months
and months, although she was com-
municating with the dead every day.
One day she sald to me: “My son, I
‘1 get to be a Spiritualist I will be a
good one, because I will never bs a
Spiritualist until L have to.” 'Wall,
ft went on a long time. Finally one
time she was at a mesting in old
Hemlock Hall, North Colling, New
York, and messages were given from
the rostrum by J. Frank Baxter, and
they wero telling ones. We all went
out to luncheon, which we spread on
the grass, and as we were getting
ready to sit down ] overheard my
mother say to another lady: ‘I guess
] will have to own up that I am a
Spiritualist.”” 1 laughed &nd said:
‘Mother, 1 heard that.” *“Waell,” she
sald, “my son.l told you if 1 aver
got to be a Spiritualist T would be
a good one, and I might just as well
own up that T am a Spiritualist.” .

My heart leaped within me, for 1
wanted my mother to know it, and
she did know it. She died a Spir-
{tualist and went to the other world
a Bpiritualist and comes back a Spir-
itualist, and it makes me happy, .be-
cause [ love her.

My dear friends, this subject is an
important one, because so many are
afraid to investigate. Why, just re-
cently, in the house where we are
stopping, a poor colored girl was ter-
ribly frightened because our landiady
sald to her: “If 1 dle I will come
back to you.”

0O Lord bless me, don't come back

to me. Please don’'t come back to
me, missus,” She was greally fright-
ened. :

The thought has gone qut over the
world that-there is something uncanny
about the dead returning. The Chris-
tian world calls our arisen friends
‘‘dead people’” and “ghosts,” and
ghost stories have been circulated
everywhere throughout the warld un-
til people are afraid of thelr own
arisen loved ones, and there are many
people who think it is wrong to try
to 1ift the veil who absolutelytake the
scriptures for authority, and the scrip-
tures say: “Try the gpirits whether
they are of God, because many false
prophets are gone out into the world"
I John, iv:1), - Paul says: *“Desire
spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may
prophesy” (I Cor., xiv:l). And yet
the people who take this as infallible
authority say; “O no, this won't do;
I am afraid it is wrong.”” As in the
case of my dear old mother, this
comes from erroneous education.

Should we seek to lift the vefl? I
would that the day wére here when

we could 1ift the Vell in the presence

‘those around them,

of Congress; when we could lift the
vell in the presence of every legisla-
ture in the United Btates; .when we
could lift the vell at every religious
meeting when people are worshiping
and testifying. I wish:that day were
here—It 18 coming rapidly—when we
can }ift the vell before the eyes of
every human beilng, and when the
vell is lifted to all we will see_ our-
selves as others sge us, and very
likely we will see our faults stagd-
ing out so plainly that we will be
ashamed of them and put them away.

Should we try to lift the veil?
Heaven bless you, i{f you think not,
attend a funeral and that will con-
vert you, I .remember being at a
funeral in -Alliance, - Ohio, once,
where. we {ried to 1ift the veil.
Thereewas & famjly of ten- c¢hildren.
The mother of that household—a
beautiful woman and a good Spirit-
ualist—had gope. However, she had
not taught much of Spirituallsm to
her children, and it was unfortunate,
for they knew little about it, although
phe was a medium. She went to the
other world and I was called to offi-
clate at her funeral, and the children
all came and gathered around that
¢ofined form, and I never heard such
heart-rending cries—such cries of an-
guigh; I never saw such weeping, such
expressions of agony, as were there
expressed by that dear family of
lovely children, and the poor old man,
the father of the children, sat there
and could not speak, the tears roliing
down his cheeks.

In this great excitement I did not
know what to do, so I called upon our
good slster, Mrs. Flora Russell, to
sing; she was engaged for the occa-
slon. Bhe sang one of Longley’s
beautiful songs, and they. becgme
quiet. They forgot their sorrow for
a moment as they listened to the
sweet voice and the beautiful words,
but as soon as she céased they began
again, and I said to some one near me,
“I don't know what to do,”’ and was
told to begin speaking and it would
quiet them, and so I stepped forward
and began to talk, and soon I had the
attentlon 6f every one. When ™l gave
them the beautiful message of Spir-
{tuallsm they ceased to waill and
mourn.and cry, and when the meet-
ing was over they gathered around
me and thanked me. for the words 1
had spoken, and tney said: ‘“Why,
mother sald that this was true, and
I am so glad, and we are going to
find out now.”

Do you object to their lifting that
veil? Could anybody object to those
darling children trying to Ilift the
vell to communicate with their dear
mother? There can be no reasonable
objections to anyone communicating
with loved ones—dead or alive. "This
{s the twentfeth century. Fear {s dy-
ing. 1t is said that *‘Fools rush in
where angels fear to tread.” I wish
there were fools enough to rush in
and find out whether there are angels
“to tread.” How else can we know?

My dear friends, while there are
many who are seeking these truths—
seeking to lift the vell-—some, unfor-
tunately, are not able to do it bey
cause there are so many.errors taught
by opposing factions in relation to it;
they become entirely mixed up in the
matter and don't know how to pro-
ceed.

This thought, coming to me just
now, seems to be worthy of a mo-
mont's consideration. What are we,
as Spiritualists, doing to help them?
Are we formulating methods? Are
we publishing in concise form every-
thing we ought to publish that will
give beginners a sure footlng on
which to begin thelr investigation of
Spiritualism? There have been many
errors taught by our opponents to
frighten beginners.

I have met mediums {n many
places in the United States who talk
ke this: ‘I have an evil spirit; a
Jesuit 18 with me; he is smart and
tells things that I do not know until
I prove them true. He will write
poetry through my hand; he tells
wonderful things through my en-
tranced lips, and then he will write
les, etc. He is a bad spirit.” But
what i{s the matter with us as Spir-
ftualists that we have not explained
this s0 they can understand it? Evil
spirits, iIn my humble opinion, are
largely in the mind, in these cases.
Such suggestions are ruinous to me-
d{umship. Imagination wrote ‘the
lies. There I8 such a fine line. be-
tween the absolute consclousness of
gpirit control and the mind’'s activi-
ties that often, as the medium lets
go of herself to be controlled-—be-
comes impassive to the Influence—the
spirit leads her and she isdoing
nicely and writing what the spirit
wants to write, and then he (the
spirit) Joses his hypnotic control over
her, and not knowlng it she goes
right on writing her own imaginary
thought, just as we go on dreaming

An the night, and some say this is

dreadful., Why, the evil spirits of
modern Spiritualism are ten thousand
devits let loose—if the storfes our
enemies tell about them .are true.
Away with {t! We must use reason
and be practical.

In speaking of this point I wish to
say, let us get t{ogether and formu-
late something which will be a safe
gulde, teaching the proper meth-
od to be pursued in the process of
liftiug the vell. Some: ond says “We
can’t. O yes, we can. There are
conditions that are safe and we under-.
stand ‘them. The majn thing s to
teach _mediums and sitters that they
must not expect that everything they

"get through undeveloped mediumship

will be infallible, and not colored by
their own minds, their own emotions,
their own thoughts, and, possibly, by
Second, teach
them that if they asplire to the good
and put doubt and fear of evil aside,
that all the devils outside of hell can’t
Interfere with them. (Applause,)
The man .that never: had an evil
thought will never have an evil influ-
ence. A human brain like a piano
key wheh out of order will’ produce
a -discordant note. This cannot be
truthfully lald to evil spirits. '

Ladles and gentlemen, “Shall we
seek to lift the veil?” There are or-
ganized Instititions in this country
that say: “No, .don’t do it; it ig
dangerous; bve careful.” 1 will ask
this question this morning for the
henefit of any who may be afrald ic
Iift the veil. Don't you think that

 Tabier Kaidwa

-the vell,

than 3 man that gever.
log? Don’t youy -thi ,
chanic knows morepab@id house build-
lug than u‘mz‘m_,'}who pever handled
carpenter's toolg?, Wixo would you
g0 1o to find oUf something about
the legality of soffe ploperty claim?
You would go tdla laWyer, wouldn't
you? Then don'tirou fhink that the
ivstruments that ghe spjrit world has
chosen—the med:les f rough whom
the spirit world manifests—the in-
struments thut have Heen, in thelr
development, attuned to the higher
vibration of the 8fijrit-spheres—don’t
you think that tlhey ‘wlho have expe-
rienced all of this, afid the spirits
themselves who “have!lrevealed the
greatest religioil¥ - phllosophy the
world has ever ‘leceivéd, and have
brought ‘the devéldpmént to the me-
diums, are just ad good authority as
to the dangers of psychism, or as to
the dangers of lifting the vell, . as
some mahatma reputed to live in the
mountaing of India, that nobody has
ever seen? I am asking this question
for your benefit to-day. . )

Oh! let us lift the vell, for when
we do we see our darlings, we.com-
municate with our own arlsen ones.
It is not dangerous, positively mnot
dangerous. - And, “«dear lstener, {if
you lift the vefl in the proper way
it 18 beneficlal jn’ every sense, You
are ‘benefited -physically, morally
and spirftually,” and- when you Iift

-the  vell .you''will' have the privi-

lege of seeing for yourself. " You will

'no lobger need to!take hearsay evi-

dence for anything:that is given; you
will know your own darlings, for you
will see them face to face.

Twenty-six years ago I tried to lift
I made no particular ar-
rangement for it, for the arrange-
ments were mdde by the people who
lived on the other side of the vell;
before I was apprised of it; but when
the vell was lfted'I was happy. It
has been ihe joy of my life every
day since that time, "There are many
people who have not yet seen the
vell lifted. There are many people
who are so hungering for some evi-
dence of that life—for some knowl-
edge of that bourne from which Shak-
speare says ‘‘no tqaveler ever res
turns,” that they are flocking into
yonder Catholic church this morning
in hundreds; they are hurrying into
younder Methodist church in hundreds,
aud the same to every place where
it seems .as though there is a possi-
bility of learning something about
the future life, and there they are
told that the dead at one time did
return; there they are told that his
Christian bible -is infallible and con-
tains no mistake, and if they don’t
helieve it they will be lost, and if they
do bhelieve they will be saved; and
then they will read the passage that
tells how Jesus sald he would. come
back to them; they will read there
the passages that these saints, scers
and prophets have’glven to the world
as written there, and tliéy get some
comfort ont of it I''am glad they
do. They cannot all dteept tho sto-
ries that have been attched to these
facts, though they' are glad to get a
little erufnb of coinfort,’ just a little
hopeful word regatrding the other side
of the vell, even fhough it be but a
taint glimmer of ‘a future life.

We as Spiritualists may learn a les-
son here this marning, if we will,
The truths that age recorded in this
book (the Bible)..that we Spiritual-
ists have proven tq be positive truths,
are the fundamgntal principles of
Christianity. 1 refer tq the fact of
spirit communipon., The,early Chris-
tians rejoiced 'becguse, they found
them and went out tp tell the world
what they had found; byt each one—
each denomination- at least—has told
the world mgny things that are not
absolute truths—that are but theo-
ries, based upon the opinions of the
writers. Some of these objectionable
things may be mentioned, viz.: eter-
nal punishment, physical resurrection,
total depravity, a six-day creation, an
infallible Bible. These are but theo-
ries, and not based upon facts. These
theories have grown with one class,
and other theories with other classes,
untfl to-day it is sald there are six
hundred Christian denominations in
the world and each one is contradict-
ing the other.

Now, Spirituallsm has started out
in exactly the same way., Spirits do
return and demonstrate their pres-
ence. They have demonstrated the
personal presence and {ndividuality of
our darlings in ten thousand ways,
and come in such a way that we know
that we are not talking to the infinite,
that we are not talking directly to
God, or God talking directly to us,
as was thought to be the case in the
time of Moses, but that they are our
loved arisen friends, each one manl-
festing his own findividuality to us.
We have a great deal more than they
had in those days, for we have better
instruments to work through; our
media of to-day have greater brain
power and higher spiritual faculties
because evolution has been working
all these years, and we as a people
have better comprehension; we have
better reasoning powers and can un-
derstand spiritual things better be-
cause we have developed our intel-
lectual and spiritual faculties to a
greater degree. We start out in the
work of enlightening humanity with
more information than they had. We
have discovered who produces these
manlfestations, while they credited

-them to Jehovah the god of Abra-

ham, Isaac and Jacob.

My dear friends, we have come to
know that these pbenomena reported
as having occurred in that anclent
day, do occur ta-day, and we have
found out who is behind them. So
we have a great advantage over them
because of this discovery.

Already Spiritualism is the mother
of many cults: “Theosophy,” ‘‘Chris-
tian Sclence,” Divine :Science,” and
“New Thought” secieties, each having
purloined- and ‘appropriated some
truths taught by spiritscthrough me-
dlums, and then,H amrsorry to say,
some of these :eults idave turned
against Spiritualism:ahd sought by
“fair or foul” means to destroy it
from oft the earth; with the evident
hope that in sofodoiug they might
occupy the entire field unmolested.

_These cults are siihply:@ reproduction
ot the conditlon d¢f ;things when the.

medium Jesus ofrNazarpth came with
the med{umsPetat, Jobn, James, and
others, and gave;lto; the world some

such proofs of a fpturenlife as Spirit- |

ualists are giving, te-Gay, and which

‘ghout farming
d eny farm-
* that "4 me-

danger, 8 some culls are appropriat-
tug its philosophy and condemning
its phenomensa. - Christlanity bag lefi
out.the praetice of spirit communion
In "every one of Its -denominations,
though splritual gifts aund spirit phe-
nomena aye tho. basis upon which it
was foufided. :

Now, what is there for us to do?
Stand together for spirlt communion.
“United, we stand; divided, we fall.”
“In union there iz strength,” and
Spiritualists can all agree’ upon oue
thing, if nothing more, and that is
spirit communion. Let us then put
our hands, hearts and heads together
and work in accordance with our
reasoning faculties, with earnestness,
condemning no one for his individual
opinion, but condemning erroneous
systems that conflict with the truth
a8 we understand it, doing this
kindly, however,” The man who I8
“everything to all men,” as Paul was,
does not seem to me to be greatly
needed in the progress of the world
to-day.

Ong thing more.. What we want
to:day is to get together and formu-
late methods. of lifting the vell; get
together and gelect some of the scien-
tific minds from ounr ranks—men and
women._of brains and intelligence—
to fuvestigate the phenomena of Spir-
itualism scientifically and make quar-
terly reports of the results obtalned
to the world, that the world may
know that the phenomena are true,
and that the spirit world and modern
Spiritualism may be credited with the
great truths they have brought to
mankind, Ladles and gentlemen,
this commjssion ghould be under the
control of the National 8piritualists’
Assoclation and carrled on for the
purpose of advancing our great cause
In itg truth without any side lssues
(applause). It must come to this,
and you residents of Washington are
going to be here when the next con-
vention meets, and you should take
paing to become appointed as dele-
gates to that convention and go into
the work with a purpose in your mind
and let that purpose work out just
the thought I have glven you here,
that the world may know what Spir-
itualism stands for; that it need not
takke Mrs. Besant’s interpretation,
nor Madam Blavatsky's, Mary Baker
BEddy's, W. J. Colville’'s, E. W.
Sprague's, nor any other individual's
idea regarding its truth, but that it
will stand as authoritative when the
statements regarding it are sanctioned
by the convention of the National
Spiritualists’ Association, so the world
may know what is accepted Ly the
great organized body of Spiritualists.
Don’t you think the world will have
more respect for ug and for our move-
ment when we do business in this
way?

I am so thankful for the truths of
Spiritualism, and I cannot feel con-
tented and satisfled to see the little
cults or the psychical research socie-
ties appropriating it without glving
the spirit world and our old ploneers
of hoth spheres the credit of bring-
ing it to the attention of the world.
Hold together in organization and
work to keep Spiritualism clean and
pure as the angels of heaven are
bringing it to you, and you will force
all to come to Spiritualism, and these
cults and research societles will be-
come servants of our great movement,

“Man is of but few diys,”’ and I
know there are but “a fdw days" be-
fore me. 1 could not live long with-
out preaching Spiritualism; 1 love to
preach it; it is dearer than life. 1
owe a debt to the spirit world and
to this movement, as well as to the
old gray-haired veterans, the honest
noble souls, the patrlarchs in Spirit-
uallsm, those that are left upon the
earth plane and those that have gone
up higher. 1 am trying to pay the
interest’ on the debt as I go along,
80 that I shall fecl free when I enter
that other realm; I shall feel that I
have paid the interest, at least, it I
have not been able to pay all, 1 know
1 can never pay all. 1 owe everything
to Spiritualism. 1f it had not been
for the old patriarchs of Spiritualism
who fought for its truths and gained
the fight against every obstacle and
everything that was heaped upon it
and upon them in the early days,
Spiritualism would not have reuached
the milllons of people among whom
are scientists, philosophers, theolo-
gians, and people in all walks of life,
;zvho to-day appreciate its great bless-
ngs.

The old patriarchs stood firm for
Spiritualism; that's what we are
standing for, We want it clean and
pure. We don’t want Mary Eddy-ism,
Blavatsky-lsm, fraud, or any of those
things. We want pure Spiritualism
and are willing to work for it, and
we are going to work for it so long
a8 we have a voice to be heard; and
when I lay down my armor and cease
my work on this side of life, don't
feel sad, don’t mourn, and don't wear
black, but rejoice with me, f}/r i tell
you here that when that day comes
I shall have ascended; when that day
comes I shall have taken my place
in the higher school and 1 sbhall be
proud and happy to reach it. Ladies
and gentlemen, let us stand for this
whole truth;
magnificent and grand philosophy; let
us be faithful to it, let us work for it,
and let us work until that veil shal
be lifted so clearly and completely
that all men shall discern it, and then
when we mortals see ourselves as we
truly are, all the world will seek to
be true, all the world will try to be
good, and the “salvation of man” will
have been accomplished. (Applause.)

THE HEART'S ASTRONOMY.
»

This evening as the twilight fell,
My younger children watched for

mo;
Like cherubs in the window framed,
1 saw the smiling group of three.

While round. and round the house I
trudged,
Intent to walk_ a weary mile, }
Oft as I passed within thelr range,
The little things would beck and
smile. .

They watched me, as Astronomers,
‘Whose business lies in heaven afar,
Awalit beside the slanting glass,
The reappearance of a star,

No 80, not 8o, my pretty ones!

Seek stars in yonder cloudless sky,
But mark no steadfast path for me—
A comet dire and strange am I.

became the basis ©f thechundreds of {s * * ¢ e ‘s o o o

‘different denominations-of Christian-

ity. The same danger- lies before us
as Spirltualists to-day as lay before

the people of the time of Jesus-of |
‘Nagzareth.

It Spiritualists keep split-
ting-apart, one cult taking a lit{le and
another a little of our great truths,
we will in a short time have the six

hundred denominations, and they will |

all- tell you, as some appear to be
ready to"tell you now, as the patent
medicine advertisers do: ‘“Beware!
bheware! Noime are genuine unless our
name is blown in the bottle.”

Please do not undorstand me to say
that the time will ever come when
ypirlt communion will again cease. It
xill never come, but there may be

And ye, beloved ones, when ye know
What wild, erratic natures are,
Pray that the laws of- heavenly force
Would hold and guide the Mother
- star}- . —Julia ‘Ward Howe.

“After Her Death. The Story of a
Summer,” By Lilian Whiting. ‘No
mind that loves spirltual thought can
fail to be fed and dellghted with this
book. Besautiful spiritual thought, com-
Jbining advanced ideas on the finer and
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, leading
the mind onward into the purer atmos-
phere of exalted spiritual. truth, . A
boglé for the higher life. Price, cloth,
$1.00. . : -

let us stand for this-

hig self-estimate, seems in this

 OVERLEATING AMBITIGN,

“If ye cannot curb your self-desives
in this world, neither can. ye in the
next,"—Oahgpe,

“Thou showest me that the line be-
twixt selfishness and unselfishness s
finer than a spider’s web,——Same. -

“ In this day. many noted characters
in business, politics, socially, are
placed in the limelight as never be-
fore perhaps iu extant history of the
world. . . o

Kvery virtue, superlor quality, pow-
er, force of character for good in man,
as well as every. fault, blemish and

detrimental characteristic—all these’

stand out in bold relief, with all the
chief actors in life’s drama now being
played.

The dullest mind even, it would
seem, cannot help being impressed with
this fact. ’

What is the cause thdt underlies
all thia? .

Magy it not be attributed to the faith
that the world, ripening in {ts office
and. existence, as does the apple on
the tree, has simply arrived one more
perceptible degree towards its des-
tined maturity?

If so, 18 it strange that the Earth's
children, its creatures, made up of
the same elements, partaking of the
same inflow of the universal spirit,
should show responsively and charac-
teristically, a corresponding evolu-
tion? It would seem but natural and
conclusively such should be the case,

Dr. Henry Wagner, in his “Why of
Things,” seems to agres with this, and
algo additionally states that not only
are we in the main ever progressing,
but that cyelicly in time history re-
peats itself.

Space forbidding a quoting at length
from Dr, Wagner's sclentific article
on his subject, fragments only appl-
cable and in accord with the spirit
that prompts these thoughts, are set
forth.

He says: “The Bun’s passage

through the twelve signs of the Zodiac
requires a period of 26,920 years, or
2,160 years in each sign called a sub-
cycle. One of these gub-cycles termi-
nated in 1881 'when the Sun passed
from the water sign of Pisces into airy
sign Aquarius. * * * ‘The Sun's
motion through space Is exacily the
reverse of the Earth’'s. ¢ * * lv-
ery moment of tiwme Is alternately day
and nighttosome portionsof the Earth's
inhabitants. The light and darkness
must not be confined merely to the
physical day and night produced by
the Karth's motion upon its axis, but
we must also consider the Solar and
Polar motions which reflect their
periods of light and darkuness upou the
mental and spiritual planes of life, *
* % Races and natlons have their
periods of light and darkness; their
youth, munhood and old age, decay
and disintegration. The western races
are just entering thelr cycle of day
on the mental plane of nature's uni-
versal expression of life and light.
* +  Aquarfus I8 an airy, scientiile,
mental, metaphysical and huwane
gign, and the Sun in this sign is now
manifesting its vibrations in a marked
manner all over the western lLemis-
phere. * * ¢ The hidden things
of darkness are being hrought to
light, the crooked transactions of the
unjust powers are belug expused to
the mental gaze-of all who wish 1o
Lehold them. * * * Progress is
attained for every part of the divive
whole, ind ultimately perfection wiil
be uccomplished as cycle after ceycle
maunifesls its speclal fruitage upon the
three planes of Mfe, physically, men-
tally and spiritually. * * * The
Sun’s influence in Aquarius during the
next 2,160 years will  perfect (he
western races intellectually and physi-
cally. They will attain the smmmit o
their power and greatness about AL D).
2806,

The foregoing thoughts with re-
marks following are prompied because
of the many great upheavuls now tak-
ing place, say, in our own nalion,
Take the great realm of American
Boodleisny, Was there over such a
time in this as now? The great carth-
quakes now of such frequent and
startling effeets on our entire Pacifie
Coast from Alaska to IPatagonia, en-
circling the entire globe in farreaching
evidencing are but typical of the other
upheavals we are now undergoing so-
cially, politically and industrially. Ev-
erything not sound at the core Js
collapsing and coming down. Have
you noticed it?

This brings us to the point of re-
flection on the great war now going
on among us under the banners of
graft, greed and self-glorification.
What a turmoll is there not? All
along the line already lie sirewn poli-
tical, financinl and social defuncts who
“didn’t know [t was loaded.”” Cheer
up, however, fellow cltizens, the worst
is yet to come! Mighty glants have
locked in death struggles. The Dbig
stick comes down again and again
with resounding whack, and whilst
the wielder gets an occaslonal nasty
thrust in turn, the silrenyious man
yet sectmis good for many a round,

This brings into view a unique char-
acter in our affairs of to-day: A man
who by no means scemingly intends
to let his light shine under a bushe),
but who, with ambition incomparable,
has sought for years to galn the erown
of highest place in our people's power
of gift. A man who for pearly a quar-
ter of a century has daily heralded to
the world some act of good to fellow

man, always labeled: *1 AM THE
MAN WHO DID THIS NOBIX
DEED!"

Is this picture recognized?

He seems truly an object lesson of
overleaped ambition. To do guod
deeds ostentatiously and with bruss
band accompanimeuts, in hope of be-
fng {aken by a discerning people at
day
equally impossible with lifling cne’s
self over the fence by the boot straps.
And yet the tugging at the boot straps
continues--—-vaingloriously blind and
with ambition that outranks all satis-
fying, does this atom of being, carry-
ing an immense bubble of egotism,
nale much noise in the land.

Why is it that g0 mapy possessed of
much foree, great opportvnities, abun-
dant means, yet fall in even approxi-
mating the heights of sslf-umbition?
The answer {5 that they run counter to
a law so much greater than themselves
but which in their blind desire they
fafled to take into account in mapping
out a way to the high goals in the af-
fairs of men. -
© 1s titr force . expended all for
naught siniply because of failure te
satisfy ambition regardless of the
law? By po means——Nature's conser-
vation of forces is n fact recognized.

- One force is employed againgt another.

Both forces may be evil-—so-called—in

-whold or:in part, and yet, when the

contending forces - have spent them-

-sblves, as a resultant. a new, stronger

and better may have been evolved in

-place. "To “know thysel" is, there-

tore, the great lesson, and to harmon.
fzo with untversal law a prevequisite
to true advancement in auy walk of
life, ~ P, 0, CHILSTROM.
Crescent, Nevada. -

WONDERFUL SUCCESS
el
Afflictions of the Eye

Hvery person with lmprired eyesight or suf-
foring from wealc or dissised oyes should write
for our lntest fres booklut, entitled “‘Positive
Xvidence."

the

‘Pho records of phenotnenal cures b
“Acting” trestment, sy described therein b
ﬁruw(ul atients themselves—-names and ad-

rosses given—~will satlsty the wmost skeptical
that “Actina’ ts not only o rowmarkable. sfmnle -
and bharmless iuveution, an. restores eyesight
oven after speclalists have pronounced cases
inourable. [

Following are a few of
the successes produced by
“Acting,'" but more tully
ifelaorlbud in our free book-
[

A Chicago gentleman,
after suffering 12 waonths
with inflammation’of the
irly, used “Aotina” a fow
weoks, Hesays hocan Dow see as well and as
farvas anybody.

An Iowa lady writes thav after belng under
treatment of sgx.ecdalls;s for 15 years, “Aoting"
completely restored her eyesight and she no
longer uses glasses, : .

Astigimatisin and granulated lids impaired
the eyesight of a Hurtford (Conn.) lady. Spe-
cialists falled to cure. As a Jast resort, ngainst
advice of friends, she trled “Actinn.” She
writes;—‘For many months I have written al-
most dafly without giusses, No more pnln in
wy eyes aud drooping eyelid 18 restorad.”

“Acting” removed a oataract from the eye of
an Oklahoma lady; relieved - the closure ):)t 8
tear duct for » well known Chicago Iady, and in
8cores of lnstancos people have been able to
discard eyeglaases through the faithful use of
“Acting.” o get au idea of the enthusiasm of
our patients the entire letters as printed in dur
book should be read. *

“Acting is made on common senss prinoliples,
Its stinplicity, effectiveness add lastlng quaif-
ties will appeal to any onethat will investigate,
Let ug send you ore on two weeks' trial, Use It
as ofton as you please and it you are not bene-
fited, or for any othor reason arve dissatisfied,
send {t back and no ehatge will be made. Write
today. Address Acting Appllance Company,
Dept. 812 W., 811 Waluut St.. Kunsus City, Mo

Cancer Curen

WITH S800THING, BALMY QILS.
Canoer, Tumor, Catarrh, Piles, Fistula, Ulcere,
Fozeng and all Bkinand Femala Diseasen, ¥ -ita
for Illustrated Book, Seut fres. Address @

DR BYE, 8253wy, Kansas City, Mo,

915

The above 18 the aumber of the pres-
ent issue of ‘The Progressive Thinker,
as printed at the top of the first page,
right hand corner. If this number cor-
responds with the figures on your wrap-
per, then the time you have paid fo: has
expired, ard you arg rejucsted to re-
new your subscription. This number
at the right hand corner of the first
page i8 advanced each week, showing
the number of Progressive Thinkers
{ssued up to date. Keep watch of the

.number on the tag of your wrapper.

VEDANTA PHILOSOPHY,

Lectures by the Swam{ Vivekaaanda, on Ruju Togay
or Conquerlug the luternsl Natare, and other sub-
Jects; also, Putanjall's Yoga Aphorisma, with com-
mentaries and a cupfous glossary of Bauskrft terns,
Revised aud enlarged, 12mo,, Cloth, 615, Rajs Yogs
18 0 anclent system of Judlun Philosopby, and one of
the four chief muthods thul thi Vedunia Philosophy
ofters to obialn freedoin and pertcetion. Swarn i Vige
ekanunda became & fawillur fNgure Juseveral Ament’
cah cltios during thy three years following the Pan
Iismeunt of Religlons at Clilcagu: i was cordlally re.
ca'ved in Ameriea, whero the bregdth and depth of
hii.teachlugs werd soon vecoguizud, His teach
s universgl in thelr urplicmon. The book 1s cheap
o1 )1.50. For sale at this oice.

Discovery of a Lost Trail
BY CHARLES 8. NEWGOMB,
Author of “All's Right with the World:' Cloth 21§
‘w.ues. Mr. Newcowb wnsdo a distluct success with
¥ bt with the World,” which coutinues lu the
frout rank of the Motaphyeical bogks that ure now 6o
popular. The great uuwber wbo have yeencheered
and streugtlioned by bim will welcomo another boolf
by th,s wise tencher whose worda of Eelp are dofog 80
much to nake the world betler by makin: men aud
women better ablo  understand and enjoy it.
“Discovery ot a Loot Trail"
tas aimple etudy of that strange and beautiful thn!
but grand In fis scholarly slmplieity, I
demand by masy who havo not previonsly
hyeical writinge. Price W0 Forsaload

in Tune with the Infinite

BBy Ralph Waldo Trine.

Within yourseif lfes tho cause of whatever enters
nto your Hfe, To come juto the full resllzstion of
your own awakened {otertor powers, 15 to be ablc to
conditfen your Hfe tu eaact accord with what you
would have {t.—From Title-Page.

CONTENTS-—1. Frelude; 11, The Supreme Fact of
the Universe; 111, The Supreme kact ot Human Life;
1V. Faliness of Lif¢c—DBodily Heanh and Vigor; V,
The Becret, Power and Effect of Love; VI Wisdo
and Ioterlor lluminutiou; V11 The ieallzalion o
Perlect Peace; V111, Coming into fullness of power|
1X. Plenty of Al Things—"The Law of Prosperity;
X. How Men Ilave Become Prophets, Seers, Surel,
ond 8aviors; X1I. The Basle Principle of All Religiomn
—The Unlversal RoMglon: X11. Entering Now intg
the Realization of the Highest Riches. For salesd
thlaoMce, Price, postpsid, 81.25.

]
fipocrupnal New Testament,
Being all the Gosgels. Epistles, and other ploces
now extant, attributed In the first four centu-
ries to Jesus Christ, kis upostles and their com-
anlons, and notincluded {n the New Testatnent
vy Its compllers. 1’rice, cloth. 8 50.

THE AGE OF REASON,

" By Thomas Paine. Belng an {nvestigntizyof
ruc and Fabulous Theology. A new and com-
pleto edition, from new plates and now Lypog
180 pages, post Bvo. Puper %2: clot'y 502

~ AFTER HER DEATH,

The Story of a Summer. By Lilian Whiting,
Porvaded with pure and beautiful spiritualily
of thought. Ineétructive and helpful to all who
love'and seek the ligher and finer ways of
gpiritual experience. Price, $1.00

Palne’s Theological Works.

Age of Reason, Examination of the Prophe.
cios, etc, 1llustrated edition Post 8vo,, 433
vagas- Price, clotk, 71.00

WM o 1., ITS ATTAINMENT OF

wamaﬂw FORM AND FEATURES
Bea“tw The cultivation of personal
“ beauty, based on Hygiene and

ture, by twenty physiclans end s
catgrl‘llg‘s.%‘gd'odlw by Alber 'lrurnar. A val\;’:
ble book for women and thercfore for the whols

world. Price in elegant clow binding, ¢1.00
Tror salo &t this office.

STARTLING FACTS,

Deeds of Darkaess Disclosed

————

This work devotes speclal attention
to Auricular Confession and its rela
tions to sacerdotal celibacy, convents,
monasteries, morality and civil and re
Uglous liberty. It is intended to be an
embodiment of facts and documentary
evidencs of the perniclous influence of
the confessional; a trenchant showi
up of Romanism, based upon stand
Catholio authoritics; an eye-opener cons
cerning the methods and spirit, the
moral turpitude and evil works of Ro
manism. Cloth, 75 cents,

MOLLIE FANCHER,
The Brooklyn Enigma, -

An suthentls gtatement of facts in the lits of

+ F'ancher, the psychological marvel of

thgn x;lg}ammh v::i(;gmry. gnl::!?qaché?l’gwsﬁ-

259088, ram alley,

’V%mx llustrations. Price, cloth, 81.50. ,

B LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE, ™

the Editor ot the Nationa), with: Profaes
Notes by Peter Eckler. nlusmted writh
views ot the old Palne Homestead snd
Monument, at Now Rochelle; also portraits
homas Ci! oxckm.n. Josl Burlow, WOl -
stonecrafs, Mallame Roland %ndom Bri
nd the most prominent of Paine's friends
arepe and Awmarica.  Cloth, 76 centa.
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