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sympathy for Mediums,
Qall mtuahete The ]50

Hmm@ﬁeﬁintm Fntme

Dr. J. M. Peecbles delivered -a characteristic }ectme at the Chester-

It was eloquent and full of genuine
and in that respect hie is fully in accord with
ctor, however, severel
keptic, the Fia,ud-Huntel, those who have een deceived by certain|
mediumnis ‘in our ranks, who possibly m
next resort to legerdemain or trickery,

ey ¢

“criticises the Doubter,

{y be honest. one 'day, and the
ten . deceiving. the very . elect,

therefore we ask the reader to not only peruse with extreme care hlS

lecture, but also read carefully the Object Lesson on our next page—|

first, reference to the late, exposure ¢f the Nichols Sisters—eonsidered by
many as excellent mediunts, and also the -communication from Mr. Mc-
Arthur, the President of the Missourt State S piritualist Association, who,
though the firm and lasting friend of all honest mediums, at the same

time hekeeps his eyes wide open as

& hunter for deceptlon and he finds|

it too, as set forth in his article—a most flagrant case of “genume decext

I{'l‘h,ie lecture wasg largely !nepimtional, delivered from
hint-notes half as large as the palm of the hand, penciled
on.a-scrap of paper, In dictating it to my stenographer, 1
reeall and give the gist of the discourse, yet not the exact
wording; neither did I read the letter that I have injected
in part into it, but the substance s the same as delivered
in the camp auditorium.—J. M. P.]

The Lectuw in Its Full Essentials,

The world abounds in contraries, one cause, two forces,
positive and negative. Do we realize the tremendous tm-
port of the word Spiritualism, the direct antithests of ma-
tertalism? Do we reslize that Spiritualism is connected
2ot only-with spiritual beings incarnate and discarnate, but
with the very soul of all things visible and {nvisible—that
it has to do with lfe and progress in all thelr various
aspects?

The devotees of Spirftualism, with scarcely an excep-
tion, postulate God as the uncaused Cause; or Absolute |
Spirit, which spirit or spirit presence is the life, the con-
sclousness, the wisdom, the purpose, and the will of the
universe, governing the same by immutable law,

Spiritualists, as President Harrison D. Barrett recently
affirmed, are Thelsts, That Is, there i8 one absolute Ex-
istence, aone Iifinite and Eternal Mind in synthesis with
all things. There are but few atheists in the world,—few

who believe that at the helm of those vast starry spaces|

there is no supreme guiding Power that makes for order—
for evolution and the ultimate good of all. -

Man a Soirit Now. kr

We who tread. this fair earth in bodily form are spirits
to-day. And such noble human spirits, conseious, fra-
ternal and aspirational, do not grow up out of crude un-
reasoning matter, something as do fungi from muck-heaps.
Our origin is divine. There is a purpose in our appear-
ance, an adaptation in our constitution, and an evolution-
ary force at the core of our being, which often does not
manifest by any outward perceptible phenomena. And
mun, according to Paul’s teachings and the Greek poets’
inspiration—"We are the offspring of God”, is a son of
God—a spirit vestured in flesh, and the logic runs thus,
spirit—spirituality, spirit beings, spiritual-mindedness,
spiritual phenomena, the latter proving a future conscious
It is. therefore
invaluable.

Is-the Word Spiritualism at a Discount?

" Uncalled for and strange as it may. seem there are a
number of writers and speakers in our ranks, who desire
the word Spiritualism to be stricken out, or changed—but
changed to what? If pressed for an answer they differ
diametrically in their replies. HSome desire the word
Spiritism, A lady lecturer in Columbas, Ohio, *'recelving
(purported) communications from from the plavet Ve-
nus,” prefers the word Soulism. Others desire the word
Liberalism., And others still have suggested Naturalism,
and Oceultism, and Astralism and Psychism. And it may
be expected soon that others, suffering from the pride-
1ymph of respectability, may propose the compound, high-
sounding word, meta-psychic-researchism. How is that?

Personally I have no love for ary “ism,” as an end—as
either a scientific or theological finality. And yet, owing
to the imperfection of language, it becomes necessary to
usé suffixes as symbols of ideas. Suffixes are both point-
ers and modifiers. And in my opinion Spiritualism, as the
reverse of Materialism, is just the right word relative to
the continuity of life and immortality.

If Spiritualism is not respectable with the highly intelli-
gent in your vicinity or city, make it so by your practicai
life of goodness and wisdom.

For many, many years I have been the settled Spiritual--
ist speaker {n Battle Creelk, and the Young Men’s Christian
Association of this city engaged me twice to lacture for
them upon “Foreign Travels”; have also lectured for the
Woman's League; for the Nature Club, and for the Unita-
rian Conversational Club. These facts are named simply
to inspire the employing of seitled speakers and of urging
reform work, socially, with every liberalizing or benevo-
lent movement that tends to the uplift of humanity. Our
city press (four dailies) exercises the same Hberality to-
wards Spiritualists that it does towards Baptists or Meth-
odists, or any religious denomination. )

“But,” says some one, dissatisfied with the cult, (pre-
ferring the words, Occutlism, Naturalism, Altruism, Astral-
ism, etc., to Spiritualism) ‘‘there are so many frauds, and
the word Spiritualism has been so abused. Granted—and
50 has the charming word love been abused; and so has the
soul-inspiring word liberty been abused and made to serve
monarchy and political graft. Shall we therefore cow-
ardly shrink from the use of these words in books and
speech? Perish the thought. Beloved, be calm, ‘“‘keep an
eyen mind,” as A. J, Davis long ago advised, considering
any heaven-conceived fact. The word Spirftualism (the
antithesis of materialism) will live and glitter Hke a
brilliant diamond on the historian’s page. for long ages
after our fieshly bodles have mouldered to dust.

Man a Trinity.

The trinity runsg like a golden thread all through na-
fure.
the fruitage—a trinity. Everywhere we see cause, means,
effects. Essential man in his make-up is a trinity, physical
body, soul-body, immortal spirit. The phrase ‘‘immortal
soul’’ should be discarded. The sout or soul-body is the
particled intermediate between the material body and the
conscious spirit. This interior form is called by Theoso~
phiste the astral body; by transcendentalists the etheric|
body, while Paul termed It the *“spiritual body.”” The
better term is soul-body. To this end, the Roman Marcus
Aurelius while urging that ife was a unit,—that the sensa

- tions were subjective. taught also that the “soul (the soui

body) wasa reﬂned‘corporeai organfsm.”™
Prof. Schubeft, 4 follower of Schelling, states that “the

‘ soul is the inferior part of every Intellectual natnre. tire in-

~terlor organism, vhile the sm,rit ig that part of our natnre
which tends to the putély retional, the iof.ty and the
divine - -

- °" Boul'(Nephes, in the’ Hebreiw) ‘as been & sort oi verbal
. wehicle for many ambiguous ideas.

In Bibﬂcal langna,ge,
souls are born and'somls die. " *The soul: tﬁat sinneth, H#
shail die"' it speaks also ‘of Him who was able to *“destory
both so1l and Dboidy,™ but the éstruction of the spirit, li-
breathea from the fnfinlte was never tnug'ht (it memory |
gerves me) by any ciassimi acholar or any of the eariy

_ Christian writers.

1t I8 the spirit that snrvives death. It is the spirit that}

'Brahmanic, J ewish, or Christian, are not sufficlent,

Loolk at the tree—there is the trunk, the blossoms, |

und iste be, immortel. And the positive toumdation oL sineerity and iuttca.

immortailty ean he ioglcnliy predicated and subatnntmted
only of the three factors, self-eonseiousness, co-related to

| Infinite Conseiousness, pre-existent spirit, and tenuous in-

visible substanee,
This life does not give sufficlent time for the adjust-

 ment of errors and malielous-planned wrongs in the social

and moral channels of sowing and reaping. Remorse,

with the Iowest classes, often merges.into a sort of per-{

sonal Utopia. They smile while they murder; hence a
disciplinary life hereafter is necessary to adjust the ehar-
| acter-equilibrium between cause and effect, retribution |
and reformatlon, justice and mercy.

To-day’s highest delights are found in thd widening|

fields of knowledge, in solving the mysteries of nature, in
eonquering intruding environment, in the,projection of
good thoughts, in the reaching upward for loftier ideals;
 but these Ideals are never attalned in this life; therefore

the moral necessity for a future life where ideals are at-|

talned and faith ripens up into fruition.
But Where Are the Demonstrations of a Future Life?

Biblical testimonies whether
The
Sastra, Hindu books, considered of divine authority, teach
that the Pitris’ ancestral spirits, whom they invoke, com-
mune with the living. The Ol and New Testaments
abound in visions, trances, apparitions, transfigurations
and converse with angels and spirits. They also treat of
the tree of life and its fruits and of the “bread of life that
cometh down out of heaven.” If people were fed with
bread~—Iliving bread, symbol of truth, that came down out
of heaven in the past, why not now? Is God dead? Are
the angels asleep? Are our risen friends paralyzed? If
Moses and Elias long iinfleshed, appeared and talked, why
may not a present-day Moses and Elias in spirit life, talk
to us on mountain and prairie?

None can live on the echoes of the past—on the history
of bread a thousand years old. As well strive to fill the
athlete’s arteries with the blood of those old Jewish patri-
archs given to polygamy as to expect the cylinder libraries

Theories do not suffice.

of Babylonia and Mesopotamia, the hieroglyphs of Egypt |

or the bibles of Iran or Isreal to give us a now-a-day cem-
onstration of a future life. They served well their genera-
tion, but the present cannot feed upon Hebrew records ot
psalms, dreams and visions. gt

Poor Topsy ' "spected she growed. Churchienie ‘secta.-
rists believe that, they grow, or were miraculously made
from the ‘‘dust of the ground’’; and they expect (or at
least hope)- to go to heaven at death, but they know noth-

'ing, positively nothing, about it——nothing about life be-

yvond death’s portals; nothing of golden streets or “‘wor-
ship at the foot of the great white throne.”” They walk
by faith and doubt, and stumble while they walk in the
by-ways of theological darkness, and can only say af the
future, )

“It i{s a tongueless secret, locked in fate;
We do not know; we hope and wait.”

What shall they do? Whither shall we -all go for
light? Where is the way? One way—-Quaker-like——
turns to the light within; the other path winds towards
those illumined, whose interiors have been opened to the
“lght that shineth in darkness.”

Do restless irquirers, still pressing for knowledge, again
askt which way shall we  turn? When I¢y, speechless
death enters the home, to whom sghall tear-dimmed
mourners apply for words of comfort and proof palpahble
of a reynion in &, world where  death is unknown?
Thanks to the mighty ones above us THE VICTORY 1S
WON—ETERNITY WITH ITS OPPORTUNITIES AND
INFINITE POSSIBILITIES LIES BEFORE TUS. OH,
HOW GRAND, HOW GLORIOUS THE IDBALS TdAT
LIFT UP AND STRETCH ON THROU(:H A NEVER-END-
ING FOREVER!

And now, by and through whom came this knowledge—
this blessing above all blessings? .

Medinms, psychological sensitives, called in ancient
times seers, visionists, oracles, and the ‘‘Lord’s anointed.”
Not understood, they were-persecuted, hunted, and some
went to the stake, testifying to the power of the Christ-
spirit and immortality. And sad to say, the moral worth
of mediurmship is not appreciated in this Mammon time of
materialism. )

‘What Constitutes Mediomship?

Physiologically considered it is organization relating to
the muscles, plexuses and the nervous system; and spirit-
ually it s a gift, just so far as spiritual intelligences atd
in unfolding it. And here I must repeat for the hun-
dredth time that “medium” is not the-proper word to uss.
As a word it neither suggests flor enshrines any = moral
gquality. It may mean a thousand things. Revolvers and
cannon are mediums of war and destruction. A wheel-
barrow is a medium for dumping garbage; iron hinges ara
the mediums on which doors swing; money is the medium
for establishing trusts and practicing grafts, and lying
tongues are mediums for slander. The proper words to
employ when referring to mind, or ta a future life, are
psychic, sensitive, psychie sensitive or sensitive interme-
diary.

The most aeatisfactory psychic infiuences are personal
Every man's house {5 his castle, and in that castle should

 be a shrine—an altar for religtous meditation, spiritual un-

foldment and angelic converse.. Within such-¢onsecrated
walls is the place to develop sensitiveness:and clairvoyant |
vision. Forget not that the highest seusitive untoldment
1s from within. It is the coming——through aspl:atien fn
the silence—into a conscious relation With: the ‘Invisible
hosts—-the Mahatmas of the célestial reaims Reaching
this state psychics—while avolding obsessions——beeome
co-workers with the wisdom abgels:of cternity.
all may be Influenced more or less by environments con-
‘sefousty or, nnconsciously, all can no more become sensi-
tives for direct intercourse ‘with the spliritual world than
all ‘can become mathematicians or musiclans,
know their own and they assign'them their posmons

L Are'ﬂmse Soul-Sensitives’ Apnreciatcd‘z

Bo they appreciate themseives and thelr henveniy
giitsz This fs questionable. Do they realize that they
are the sensiive palms on the hill-tops that feel the firat
passing’ breeze; ‘that they are. the .suns and stars that,
eatching the first radiance of the morning,  reflect the
warming brightening infitences to grasses and gralns,
fields and forests—that the¥y are = the, message-Desrers
from worlds invisible,—end they ‘hava the mora} right to
domand the bringing into tm nennee-roon '.ke !ncense ot

| the fraud-prometers.

' bound spigits.
 tloning of this medium was cruel.

"Though |

The gods}

An senaatiousiiwixen reduced to the laet anaiysia are
pirit penudtionsy and thoughts, though not thinga in the
coarse. aV&lfﬁupoYe gense of thpt word, are epiritual forces,
Dotential fg¥ces gvhich in connection with purpose -and con-
structive gkil}'Lisgome creattve, ~They may bleds or curse,
’I‘hey lmay promgte ina seance gathering or: et‘lectively de-
etioy the éﬂneé conditione necessaiy to the hoped -for re-
sults,

Peor ml{:)me Sgyfurther say. timt a euspicious, " viclous
thought, a hard coargs word, a disagreeable.odor, or the
positive cxitieism of a sneering egotistical eritic may annul
the conditions:that xeﬁned spirits iequlre»for vieible phe-
nomena.

To illustxate, )ermll: me to refer to the toiiowlng narra-
tive of facts:,. [ ;

Something over twenty-ii»vo years ago’ I lectured on th

Bundays of the thiée winter moithd in’ New Orleans, &
ténding medicai lectures and dlasecting two eyenings. !n
, the weel. in the Charity Hospital wite. Dr. Veazie and
"other physicians. : 'l‘iuough 8 Spiritualist triend I heard of
a remarkable’ young sensitive, Albert B. Wiiinrd lving in
the. suburbs 6f the eity. . With another gentleman, Dr.
Ambrose, a Splritualfet I ealled upon this young man, &
tall, fral] lightdmiled youth, rather retiring in manmner,
Unfortunately’ ft" was not their regular seanece night, but
' we hdd o pleaeantz conversation with the family, formerly
rigld Presbyterians,~tut through their son’s mediumship
they and some vt the neighbors had become bpiritualiete
‘But there, as in évery community, there was a set of super-
smart’ peopf%scientiﬂc materinlists. ‘Fhese wanted
more” tests, His. ‘previous phenomena of materializations
and independent voices had made a number of converts,
Hig tests were ungainsayable, but a party wanted more,
8o they strapped him, tied him, put flour in his hands, ard
put a sticking plaster over his lips, and they still got fine
phystcal phenomena. And yet, under ¢he plea of more
evidence wanteg, they Insisted on soewing htm up in a sort
of bag, fettering his feet, tying his wrists, putting him into
thelr home-made cabinet, with a small thread around his
neck, the ends projeeting through an opening bebhind,
| throwing a netting over the cabinet, naling it to the foor—
and this, all this toggling maechinery to prove that there
was not a partiele of muscular movement of the slave-
. manacled sensitive,
All being. ready—a verse suné——-an.d while spirit hands
| were thrust out through the sides of the cabinet, up above
and over the top—there came the coarse, sepulchral volce,
“Now go to hell.—to hell.”” This language was not only
rough, but unnecessary, because those constituting the
party were already in “hell,” the hell of :suspicion, defl-
ance and inhpmouy... These investigators, so-called, were
Thoughts, with will and skill be-
hind them-become creative. The persistent suspicious
thoughts qf this- rope-tying,. lip-plastering party opened
the door for the entrance of those undeveloped, earth-
Yike attracts like. “The tylng and condi-
The tather should not
have permjfted §§. I say cruei, becawse put a common
street dog under those conditions and he would howl and
manifest gl the fight of the animal.

Suflice if.to rgmark that the result of this seance (as 1
had it from,the lips of two or three responsible Spiritual:
ists) was this: The father interposed, forbl(iding any fur-
ther sitfings—ang so was lost to us what possibly might
have been p.D. D, Home..

Turning the tables, should not investigators be investl-
-gated befqrg, entgring a-seance-room? investigated as to
their habifg, thejy metives and fheir competency to com-
prehend sgpething of the hypnotic, mesmeric and the finer
1pyisible I@Lg:es-’( PRUTTES TS

1 ) Sddnicion the Safest Position?

A banker sald to me, in substance, not long ago: '“I'here
are but two principles guaranteeing success in this age;
one i8 look ont for yourself first, and the other is consider
every man a rogue until proved honest.” Are not sitch
words a revelation—voiced words from a cankering self-’
fshness. Is not a man-distruster a bad man-helper? Did
ever a libertine belleve in the virtue of woman? Are sen-
sitives supposed necessarily to be depraved? - Do they
above all others need to be suspicloned and watched?
Are they human wolves, to be fettered, chained, bound?
birds to be snared, or shot on the wingr I say shot, for
better to be shot and killed outright than to have their
reputations ruined and their usefulness wrecked for life.

Do you think that I am defending fraud? You know
better. No man abomipates it more than myselt. I am
defending humgnity, of which you, reader, and myself are
component parts - “When falls the Coliseum, then falls
Rome,” was the saying of a Roman general; so when falls
mediumship, physical and psychic, fmpressional and inspi-
rational, then falls Spiritualism, for inspiration through
vibration-is Mke the sunshine to the seed, warming and un-
folding the spirit germ within,

Sensitives want the hand of confidence—want the con-
slderations of justice and fraternity, and no veneer of
triendship nor journalistic spasm of cordiality to-day, that
dooms and damns to-morrow. Ignorance in this age of
 the world is almost unpardonable. Mistrusting Spiritists
and investigating materialists: should study physiology,
phrenology, physiognomy, sarcognomy, the cosmic laws of
vibration, the recondite laws of suggestion, the nature ot
the soul-body, and those finer occult forces propagated in
the interstellar ether, as preliminaries to the proper
study of that sacred truth, Spiritualism, through {nterme-
diary sensitives,—that Spiritualism which Hudson Tuttle
recently pronounced “pure and crystal as a mountain
stream.” And it must be clear o every deep student ot
moral sctente and philesophy that the pure Spiritualism,
the pure Clirjstfanity of the Christ, and the higher pure
Theosophy as eninciated by the erudite G. B. 8. Mead
. (B. A, M. R. H. 8.)—all the oponents of chilly material-
fsm—are in perfect accord; three voices, three names, yet
one triangle—eternal truth.

There comes fresh to my mind now the thought ot a tal-
ented lady and mediumistic sensitive whom Mr. Francls,
of The Progressive Thinker krew in his youthful years,

Miss - Rhioda Fuflier of. Kerloggsville. N. Y., connected on

Erlatonpe acd Medimatp.

the mothere side with Miiiard I‘iilmore, the tbirteenth
president of the United States, ¥er writings,, (automatic
at flrst, and ag interesting as spiritually uplifting) were
niueh Iike the automatic spirit writinge of the alented
Mrs. B. I’. Underwood, and both Were)eimilm' “to those of
the daughter of a circuit court Judge’ (Swodenborsiﬂﬂ—
name refused to the pubuc——) who' ‘wrote ‘automaticaily
with ‘both hands’4dt the same time, meanwhile conversing
with ‘other persons, Her tests were marvelous; but soom
some “smart” Spiritistic critlcs and. suspicious cronies got
in their nelghborhood babbls, aceusing her-of memorizing
the subjects and essays that she automatically produced.
It was crughing. At this crisis the stern; dignifled judge
posftively forbid investigators from further entéring the
" | residence, and his daughter from any further psychic sit-
tings. - And so the world, through susplicious slander, lost
‘the benefit 'and fruits'of precidus gifts relating to futurity
and the soul’s endlesh  unfoldment, Professed Spirituui-
‘Ists are often accused of befng the worst enemies of Bpir-

_ itunllsm.

Who Are to Fix the Conditions for Spirit Phenomena?

‘The legitimate answer euilckly comes by inquiring, who
produees the phenomena? If the fmmortals can and do

 produce the phenomena through their instruments as |

agents, then they alone have the inalienable right to de-
cide upon and arrange the conditions.

Wheit' -1 cqntractor purposes on spring-time to purchase
an autu{nn crop of potatees, who determines the conditions
for raising :them? 'Suppose the contractor should say,
“You mus@lani ‘them fn the old of the moon, seven eyes
fn a hill, and In sandy soll in the southeast side of/a reced-
ing hill; the hills seven feet apart, and you must cuitl-
vate them with spade instead of the hoe or cultivator,”
what would the farmer be apt to say? -

Arranging with a chemist for the production of an espe-
cial compound, do you dictate as to the melting-pot, blow-
pipe, crucible and acids?

. Golng to an art gallery for a photograph, do you fix the

conditions, the poise, the shadings, and Insist that-it be |

developed in the light before your eyes as one of the con-
ditlons? If so, you would be taken for an imbecile or an
fnsane man, And yet you—many of you—go to g se-
ance for messages and you decide——insist upon the condi-
tions of a wire or wooden cabinet, the sensitive strapped
or tied, the feet in sacks, flour on the hands, a cord
around the neck, and a netting thrown over the whole
toggling machinery—and thern you ask the angels to come
and give you loving messages! What consummate arro-
gance in anyond to doggedly determine the conditions for
spiritual manifestations. = What do you know of angelic
conditions and methods? What do you know of ether,
the auras, the finer constituents and electro elements of the
spiritual world? What do you know, O mortals, of those
laws and ethereal forces that the 'a.ngelic employ in their
manifestations and holy ministries? Your test methods
of chaining or tying these sensitive instruments to the
verge of pain and physical slavery, gives just the condi-
tions for the entrance of the lower haunting intelligences,
of Andrew Jackson Davis' diakka, that delight to infest,
deceive and play their tricks. Down on thig .trifling with
matters so serious, 80 sacred as Immortality, and up with
sincerity, conscientiousness, aspiration and a religious en-
thusiasm for the good and true!

Sensitives, when about to sit for phenomena, should see
that the room is clean and well-aired, having, if possible,
flowers, music, spiritual readings or ‘invocations; then lis-
tening clairaudiently to their invisible teachers. They
should further’ adjust the fixtures (light being always
preferable to darkness) dnd location of sitters as the
spirit intellfgences suggest. All this done, the sensitive
should kindly, yet firmly, say: “THESE ARE 1THE
SPIRIT GUIDES” CONDITIONS. IF ANYONE PRESENT
1S NOT SATISFIED WITH THEM, YOU WILL DO YOUR-
SELVES THE PLEASURE OF WITHDRAWING AND
ATTENDING TO YOUR OWN BUSINESS.”

To Investigators.

Be candid—be real. sincere seekers .after the truth, re-
membering that spirfts are but unfleshed mortals and are
not infallible. ' Use your reason, your highest judgment,

and if paturally skeptical and critical, be cheritable—-be

charitable, considering the varied: potencies of ‘invisible
influences,” Forget not the might of ideas, the impelling
power of thought in your investigations. . Good thoughts
multiplying, are self-succeeding. They invoke and invite
both the visible and the invisible, and yet, good thoughts
like good eyes, being fallible, may be perverted through
prejudice. Only good thoughts should be taken into a
geance-room, or into the silence of the home,

Church prelates when immersed in theological tangles
often say—‘Let us go back to Christ.” The phrase “for-
ward to Christ.”” would be far better and more appropri-
ate, for he established no new sect, propagated no creed,
but simply said: ‘“By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples if ye love one for another,”  Yes, sectarists
of all creeds—forward, forward to the Christ.” And
would it not be well for many Spiritualists, indifferent or
envious, to go**‘forward” to Prof. Hare, .fudge Edmonds,
Senator Talmadge, Prof. Brittan, Prof. Kiddle, Mra. Brit-
ten, Mrs. Conant, A. E. Newton, Dr. Crowel}, 8. J. Fin-
ney, J. O. Barrett, and other heroes and heralds of those
times when brotherhood was the rule and frauds unheard
of. Cpycles overlap and many inspired souls are born too
soon for either appreciation or peace. The world of re-
ligious thought is in a state of fiux. Thig age is one of
transition. Thought as well as - climate ‘iz -changing.

The whole round of life is in a kind of commotion. That
Hydesville “rap” has echoed around the world and the
two worlds visible and invisible, are coming daily into
closer mental and moral contact, something like prairie
fires and pouring rains accompanied by winds, hailstones,

‘thunder and lightning, but after the = storm comes the

calm. The Divine Mind is at the helm. Opportunity,

Equality and Brotherhood are the magic words from the

heavens. The wise seeing and hearing, -conduct them-

selves accordingly. J. M. PEEPLES, M. D,
Battle Creek, Mich, _

—*._

THR NIGHT WIND.
ol - —h—
Over.tha chimneydhe night wind sang

And chanted,g mejgdy nq one knew; + geen?

Over the chimnei?a’dle nightwind sang,
And chantedn mejody na, one’knew; .
| And éhe chiioirety:pald, as they. oioeer-
rew: o
“ "pig some mitchuthat is. cleaving theL
"..- black night:] through— -
.And we fear the- -wind in the chimney

Over the chimney ‘the night’ wind sang,‘
Aiid chanted & meloly no one knew;
And the man; as he sai on his: hearth
below,

Sald to hlmselt “It wiil sureiy BNOW,
And the fuel lg:dear' and wages low,

vher&

skies?

- seek?”

But the poet listened nnd smiled, tor
he R !

Was man and mman ami ehiid alI
three

And he aaid~ "lt is God'e

'rms w?nd that sings in the ohimney.
_ ~-Bret Harta,

Repneot ehouid not e.xhannt ite pow-
ers on pem' faiiings

own her- _kmnow,

QUESTIONINGS OF THE SPIRIT.

Where Is that other world divine
That from the mountain height is

‘While searching for them every-

When we our work on earth ha‘ve done.
"And dédth has cloged our'weary.

eyes, ' .
5 Have we another life begun »
Somewhere ' beyond.. the bendingv

And when e reach that other shore,, ~

" Of which the wise so often speak,

'| Shall wereturn to earth no more, .
For those we know. ta love ~and

Will they return trom homes above
Ang teach us how. wo may. amend?

Those are the questions man must
Ere he on earth-can teei content —

Ye who the answers caf-
T Oby nwmiy ‘have them earthward

-\

REINCARNATION.

Q, little soul, from out the szure sea
of endlese time’s illimitable space,

And stg: t‘;%gm ’tp pped a3 ber babe |, .. li;eyomi the earth’s confine, ote Oncemxglo;e to .earthi you come, once
v n .. .
And tiiou | of tﬁe one she had long Wvggi?stana and suns may s To tread life’s round of grace.
since
etenrdro s back she|As yet I-own no treasures great From out the depths of all the Uni-
And foa,’fed?,h“ bt | Which ougat in love to come trom | verso,
“ i the chimney. _ Canst thou not tellns of Life’s mys-
I bate the gind. I, Though willing still to watch and walt | terles?

me whence we came. where we shall

And ali that ‘wes and ‘12,

Canst thou 'remember na.ught of that
last life . ../~
When .thou - we’rt bonnd upon -the
Wheel of Fats, .. )
In thtz:.t thy previous birth or of the,
me:
" Fiom which thou ca.m st soAate‘t

0. iittle soul, I wiil not vex tnee “thus,
. ‘Thou hast thy rlght to Uve. this life

And I'll stop the lesk fn the chimney.”” : in pea
‘Do angels come from there with love, e,

Over the chimney the night wind eang, Whgn mortals need. a. tmgung To laugh and crow Wlthin thy ‘moth-

And chanted a melody %o oné knew; friend? .. - er’s armas.

My, questionings Bhall cedse.

May naught hu\mpaaea and plenty
crown this

xpr
;] be thine! ""1‘0 aii Mgb
laces may

— mmmm &n&mﬂoﬁmﬂﬁmp{hm 1
- an .

Destow, " M _

* May heppiness within thy pav.tlxww~

FREE #1.00 COUPON

Entitling Anyone with

RHEUMATISM

to recefvo pr nid, Fres to Try, aregular
Dollur putr bf Magts 160t Dratid 'and %‘4&1
ble new book (iu colors) on uxeumatism

t

Nme L P e IR

Adgli'enn

\

-Only one trial DAIr to one address,

If you have rheumatism cut out thig
free dollar coupon and send it to us
with your name and address plainly
written on the blank lnes. Return mail

- will bring you—free to try—ga Dollar

pair Of the famous Magle Foot Drafts,
the great Michigan cure for rheuma.-
tlsm. They are curing very had cages
of every kind of rheumatism, both

 chronie and acute, no matter how ge-

vere, They are curing cases of 30 and
40 years’ guffering, after doctors anq
baths and medicines had fafled, Send
us the coupon today. When the
Drafts come, try them. If you are
satisfied with the benefit received_.
then you can

send us One Dol- /
lar. If not, we {ug/:
take your simple
gay 8o, and the
Drafts cost you % i
absolutely nothing. Aren’t they worth
trying on that basis? Our faith fs
atrong that they will cure you, so cut
out and send the coupon to-day to
Magic Foot Draft Co., X015 Oliver
Bldg., Jackson, Mich. BSend no money
—just the roupon.

It will writein full sxght——
yes, in_fzl/sight and it will
write more, write Dbetter,
write easier and keep on
doing so longcr than any

other typewriter.

THE MONARCH TYPEWRITER CO.,
200 and 202 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Il

THE NEW LIFE,

By Leroy Barrier. An eminently suggestive
worly, of excellent tendencles, treating of the
mind's relations to the physical organivm, and
the power of thought in Lhe up uiidiug of
health and character. Cloth, &

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS

Not Adapted to Madern Clyilization, with the Trry
Character of Mary Magdaleue, By Geo. W: Browy,
M. D. Price, 15 cents. For sale at this cffce.. .

The Living Decalogue =g, sinat

By W.J. COLVILLE. A serles of twelve lec-
tures, intended as simple, praetical expositions
of the Ten Commandments iu the spimual ag-
pect. Price, 80 cents.

WORLD MAK A gelentific expla-
lN nation of the.
Birth.Growth

and Death of Worlds. by Samuel Phelps Leland
Ph D..LL. D., BEmeritus Professor of Astrono-
my end lecturer on seience in Charles City Col-
lege, A Work of intense interest, b{ a scien-
tist and profound thinker. Cloth, price, 75 cts.

THE Revised
BIBLE i,

Authenticity, Credibility,
Morality.

JOHN E. REMSBURG'S GREAT WORK

Ingersoll’'s desire that somebody
should at last tell the whole truth about
the Bible has been brilliantly fulfilled.
No Freethinker worthy of the name can
afford to pass over Remsburg’s book In
silence. Like Thomas Paine’s “Age of
Reason,” may it, let us hope, find ad-
mirers and translators in other Ilan-
guages. And agaln, like Paine’s bool,
may this brilllant work bring to tts au-
thor the praise of pasterity.—Der Frel-
denker (Milwaukee).,

% New and

This great work on the Bible by Mr.
Remsburg {s most valuahle—{t {s an en-
cyclopedia of informativn in regard to
the Bible, and surpasses In importance
all other works of the kind now pub-
lished. It is up-to-date in every partie-
ular. Price, $1.25,

STANDARD BOOKS,
Cloth Binding, 50c. Each.

The following books by well known
and popular writers, we have selected
with the thought that they will be ot in-
terest to our readers. They are printed
on fing paper; perfectly clear, readabies
type; cloth binding. Good horae library
edition:

Heroes and Hero Worship, and the
Heroic in History. The Hero as Divin-
ity. The Herd as Prophet. The Hero
as Poet. The Hero as Priest. The
Hero as King. By Thomas Carlyle. 359

pages.

Past and Present. By Thoma.s Cane

le.

Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer.

Fairyland of Science. By Arabella B.
Buckley. This book is written in such
@ pleasing manner that young as well
as ofd cen understand it. llustrated,

gitt top. .

1Qrigln of Specles. By Charles Dame
win

‘Descent of Man. By Charles Darwin.
These two books by Mr. Darwin, shouid
be in every home.

Karma,

A Romance of Two Worlds. By Ma-

11te Corem. A most wonderful ' cecult

| story. " ]
Br Bulwer Lytton. A ro- . .

Zanonr.
mance by that most wonderful and mys-
tic writer, afier a long residence in the

‘East and an exhaustive study ot occult

loro. .o
Any: one of the above valuable booka

can be obtained for 50 cents, a mlraeil

of ehoapmu.

.f‘Nev ‘Tegtament Blorles Comicaily
Nlusirsied. Drawings by Watson Hea
ton.. With Critieal and Humorous Com-
ments upon the Texts” - Hestoa®
drawings ere incomparable, and excrue

dltﬂ#lyfmy Pﬂce,tehoam!a.sln

A NovelL . By A. P, Stumets.

&
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REMITTAROES:

‘Remit by Postottice Mon order, Ro htered
Letter or Dm v on Okicagb or New York It
costs from 10 to 1 cents to net. checks cashed on
Jocal banks, so do not send them unless you
wishthat amount deducted from the smount

sont, Address alllattars toJ. B. PRANCIS, ¢0
Loomis Street, Chicago, JiL.

TAKE NOTIOE:

ver
vt sorssnsivs ersary BOLR- L

tion, if not re-
nawet, paper 1o discontinued. No billg
will bogent for extra numbera,

[S7~1¢ you do not receive your paper prom})tly

write uy, and any errora in address will
prom Y oorrected, and wissing numbers
supplled gratis,

apey changed, always give the address of
{)hg P’ co%ggwhloh nyhn.g Lesn going or the
chiange cannot be mude.

TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES,

[ < Whe{;ever you dosire the addressof your

The price of The Progressive Thinker |

per year to forelgn countries'is §2.°

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1000,

- WORDS OF CAUTION. ‘
Vou shouid not ssnd money In & let-
ter. . You may do so a dozen times safe-
ly, and then the next remlittance may

“'be-lost or stolen. Secure-a postal order

for five cents, and th:n you _are per

. tectly safe, and will save yolirssif an-

foyance and trouble,

SOMETHING YOU SHOULD HAVE.
it Will Only Cost You Four Cents.
Reports in pamphlet form of the last

. “N. 8. A. Convention are for sale at 600

Pennsylvania avenue S, B., Washington,
D. ., at four cents each, postpald, or
thirty-flve cts. per dozen. Every 8pirit-
valist should send for one. Address

* Mary T. Longley, Secretary.

‘ tion, and credited it to

TAKE NOTICE,

All books adverticed in The Pro-
gressive Thinker can be obtained at
this office. Express charges or postage
prepaid at the price named unless oth-
wise stated.

Ancient and Modern Healing,

The names Esgene and Therapeuta
are equivalent to healer or doctor.
They of those ancient sects, practiced
the “laying on of hands,” after the
manner of presént-day magnetic heal-
ers. They mistook the source of that
power, inberent in a healthy constitu-
the Holy
Ghost, Ghast, Gas, as its derivation is
spelt when traced. It was displayed
in a wonderful degree on the pente-
.costal oceasion, related In Acts. Itis
toe source of power at the Methodist
camp-meetings, and In all revival
meetings.

Precisely the same arts were prac-
ticed by the apostles in performing
thelr great cures, ag are now suUCCess-
fully practiced by magnetic healers of
the present time. Open to Acts 3,
which read to verse, 12: .

A man, lame from birth, was carried
dally to a gate of the temple where he
requested alms. Seeing Peter and
John entering the temple, he asked a
contribution.  Then, verse 4, Wwe
quote:

“Peter FASTENING HIS EYES ON

HIM with John, said, Look on us.”
And the beggar gave heed - unto

“them expecting to receive something.

Then *‘Peter said, Silver and gold have
I none; but such as I have give I thee.
In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza-
reth, rise and walk.” And Peter took
him by the hand, lifted him up, and
immediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength, and he, leaping,
stood up and walked.”

“And Jesus went about in all Gall-
lee * * healing all manner of sickness
and all manner of disease among the
people.”—Matt. 4:23. And after his
resurrection, the last words said by
the Master to his diseiples; according
to Mark, were: “Lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recover.”

Now observe, the Essenes and Ther-
apeuts, as their names signify, prac-
ticed the art of healing, principally by
the laying on of hands, as Peter did,
by ‘‘fastening his eyes’”” on his pa-
tient, gaining his attention and confi-
dence, then, by suggestion, substitut-
ing his own will force in place of his
patient’s. Moderns do not cure in the
name of Jesus Christ, as do dema-
gogues, and Iignorant pretenders who
claim to derive thelr authority from
that source, but from their own
power, because of superior mental and
physical ability, else, as in case of
healing spiritual mediums, from invis-
ible sources.

The Holy Inquisition.

It is generally known that so late as
1875, a crowd of defenders of the
Holy Inquisition sprang up in the
Catholic church, led by Father Welser
and the Innsbruck. Jesuits who, in
their journal 1877, expressed desire

.for its restoration?
priesthood In America are silent om
the subject, it I8 believed by the well-
informed, that the dungeon, the fagot
and the stake are still employed in
:some districts of Italy, in Spain, and
probably in Mexico, for the punish-
ment of recalcitrants, though done in
secret, and within the walls of monas-
teries or nunneries. It would become
public again if Catholicism were made
the state religion, the purpose at
‘which church prelates are laboring.

An Infamous Command.

Thus saith the $.ord God of Israel:
Put every man his sword, by his side,
and go in and out from gate to gate
throughout the camp, and slay every |
man his brother, and every man his |
companion, and every man his neigh-
bor.—Exodus 32:27.

That was running amuck with a

vengeance at the command of the
It was murder and noth-

Lord God.
ing else. The party directing the
commission of a felony is an acces- |
sory before the fact and subject to the
same penalty as he who commits the

 crime.

Which fhe most reasonable, to Be-

~lieve the Lord God was a murderer, §

. -, of that Moses lied who wrote it?
. in either case the book would be er~
~rant and orthodoxy,: which alleges to.

But

the contrary, would be at. fanlt. . .
How can we adore.such a God? or
put confidence In such & book?

“Passfon 18 the drunkenness of the
.nd —South : .

Though the |

ranite
It iy prommd to ors ‘
tlon of Liberals, of all- antl-orthodox

agalnst. the usm'pationa of religlous
tyranuy, = .

The fdea orlglnnted, we belleve.
with Harrison'D, Barrett, our ablé
and very efllelent president of the Na-
tional Spiritualists Assoclation, and is

| welcomed and indorsed by the lead:

ing Agnostie journals., It 8 hoped
Unitarians and a1l forms'of religlous
thought opposed to - church usurpa-
tions, will join in the movement, and
form an assoclatlon against com-
bined wrong which the powers of hell
cannot overthrow. We are sure ev-
ery “‘progressive thinker" will gladly
join in the project. ‘ It ia a long need-
ed one, for the want of which the ele-
mentg of which it will be eomposed,
have been targets for the oppressor for
lo, these many years. United these
elements  will become a powerful
force. Isolated and alone they are
easily crushed. Toleration of con-
flicting thought must be the corner-

all times. In union is strength, in di-
vislon descord and destruction. .
Count The Progressive Thinker
with the movement, and classify Its
hundred thousand readers as' a unit
for the right.

e

Blatant Whailings of the Priesthoog.

The preachers make themselves aet-
ive  telling of the great need of a day
of rest for the laboring man: The stu-
dent of nature knows the nights were:
designed for rest. The sun with its
: light retires from sight. The animal
and insect tribes seek repose, and if
'nat disturhed by the noise and din of
man, sleep, tranguil sleep® and quiet
rest, with repair of wasted tissues
and exhausted energies come ta all
Commercialism and mechanical arts
bave made inroads on the night, and
- countless: thousands are- barred from
these God-given privileges. And yet,
during a long life we have never heard
a word from the pulpit demanding, or
even requesting the observance. of this
eternally established law.
| they are even falsely demanding rest
for a day which is not different from

other days. All nature Is as active
' on Sunday as Monday. Had God de-
signed the day for rest it would have
been so marked as to be easily distin-
guished from all others.

Phe truth is, Sunday was devigsed
by the priesthood, as a day of exclu-
sion from productive industry, to the
end they could exploit their creeds on
that day, and gain to themselves a re-
ward for their useless labor. They
do not heed the command they hurl
at others as divine: “Six days shalt
thou labor, and do thy work, and
thou ghalt rest on the Sabbath.” The
preacher violates the command as in-
terpreted by the church, every time he
enters the pulpit, and he ought to
pay the penalty, else cease his blatant
wallings because others toil while he
works. .

Honest But Not Brave.

A mean story i8 told of a Nemaha
clergyman. When he inherited a
large lot of property his voice began
to fail him, and he left the ministry.
-—Kansas City Star.

This is not the first case of the kind
that has come to our knowledge. The
voice is frequently alleged to have
falled when the dominie finds himself
unable any longer to defend an obnox-
fous creed. Withaut the necessary
bravery to announce and defend his
honest convictions, he retifes from
the fleld, and seeks quiet in obscurity.
Martyrs are not made of such .men.

The Dark Ages.

Replying to a correspondent, the
Kansas. City Star says: )

“The Dark Ages comprised the first
two-thirds of the Middle Ages, and
were characterized by extreme intel-
lectual apathy and gross religlous su-
perstition. The sway of the church
was universal, and learning was at the
lowest ebb.”

Strictly correct, and well told@ in
brief for a secular paper. Other facts
may be related in tonnection: Nearly
all our modern churches are laboring
with might and main to revive the su-
perstition of those barbarous ages, and
seem intent on suppressing knowledge
which shows what instrumentalities
ushered in those ages of almost beast-
ly ignorance.
had entire control of all our great in-
stitutions of learning; and to-day they
want the Bible, with its gross depart-
ure from historic truth and good mor-
als, adopted in the public schools, the
effect of which would be, to restore
the superstition and crimes so univer-

nating Judea, and who, in their as-
saults to capture cities, ‘“left alive
nothing that breathed.”

The world has had enough of such
an age commencing about A. D. 400,
with such a religion, such ignoranee,
and such a people, - )

. OHIO TO THE FRONT.

One of the Leading Workers Ap-
pointed as Missionary.

To - thé Editor:—QOur executive
state board met at our residence, a
ghort time ago, and appointed Mrs.
Elizabeth Schauss of Toledo, O., as our

work in the state as she thought best,
and to choose her own asslstants. We
instructed her to solicit subscribers
for The Progressive Thinker, wher-'
ever she can do so, as one of the best
and surest wdys Of getting the truths
of Spiritualism befare those who are
seeking after khowledge in the spirit-
ual philesophy. Whatever you can
do to assist our sister missionary, as
an editor of one of the greatest Spirft-
ualist Journals in the yorld, will be
-gratefully feceived by the executive
board of the O. 8. A.
FRED D. DUNAKIN,
President 0. 8. A.

Muss-Meeting at Greenwich, Mass.’
The Massachusetts: State Associa-
tlon will hold a mass meeting in the
Spiritaal Church at Greenwich, Mass.,
on Tuesday, Seéptember .25, afternoon
and evening. Good talent has been
 engaged and it 18 hoped that all Spir-
itualists will attend. The mmeeting
wllI be free,
CARRIE L. HATCH Sec'y. -

In wonder aJl philosophy [say relig-
fon] began, In"wonder it ends, and
admiration fills up the interspace but
the first wonder is the offspring.of ig-
' norance, the last is the parent of ado-
ration.—CoIeridge ;

- Art holds fast when all else.is lost.

~—From the German. -

e

fathis, for mutus} ald _and ~defense |

gtone, and this must be sustained at |

 And further down the

Until recent years they’

sal when the “Patriarchs” were domi--

- near 200 yea

principal state misslonary, giving her,
full power to conduct the missionary

.to. make d"very “large: volume.
‘have two authors in our Iibrary wha

Dr. G W Brown Tells Us 'l‘he

and Church Oﬁiclals.

- Nnmber Four
" I have been asked for my. nuthority
for saying the Esgenes had churches,
bighops, elders and deacons; and that
the members of those churches were

' baptized by immersion.~

© Busebius Book II, Chap. 17, 3rd
paragraph, Methodlst publication of
1836, telling of the Therapeuta of
Egypt, identical with the Issenes of
Palesting, save that of - Egypt- bore a
Greek name, says:

“After describing - what kind e

[ habitation they ~[the Therapeuta]

have, he [Philo] speaks thus of the
CHURCHES.” .

The word “sect” uged by Whiston,
the translator of Josephus, i equiva-

lent to the word church,

Meredith, in his “Jesus af Nazd-
reth,’” says, p. 436, note: -’
“Long before the Christian era,

there oxisted CHURCHES, or religlous

communlties, precisely the same as the
Christlan churches which atterwards
flourished, in everything but "the

name. The question far the éccleslastic

antiquarfan,  therefore,’ _Is—How
came these In existence? Are our
present churches’ modifications of
these anclent establishments?” He
then shows they are.

Rev. Meredith was of the church of
Bngland. He was discoursing on the
Bssenes, and had sald a few lnes
further bacl,

“It is not expedlent to extend this
note further than just to fntimate the
usg of the word chureh, in the Gospels,
may be owing to the fact that these

| Gospels, of the existence of which be-
Instead |

fore the _end of the second century,
there is no evidence.”

That word “church” occurs Matt.
18:17, and is credited to Jesus long

| before: any Christlan church had been .

organized: “Tell it unto the church:
but if he neglect to hear the church
let him be unto thee asa heathen.”

If there were churches among the
Essenes before the ministry of Jesus,
then they must have had ofiletals to
superintend = dnd manage those
churches. Josephus says they had
curators, the signification of which is
overseer, the same as bishop. In his
‘Wars of the Jews, book II, chap., 8,
sec. b, he says of the Essenes, “Every
one is sent away by their curators
[Overseers or bishops] %o exercise
some acts wherein they ‘are skilled.”
page: “A
PRIEST says grace before meat.”

The “purifications” mentioned by
Josephus all know were baptisms by
immersion which were frequently re-
peated in the Jordan where these Es-
senes were located. And we Have the
right to believe from connecting facts,
that John the Baptizer was a member
of that sect, or church, and that Jesus
was initiated and became a member of
the fraternity.

Chambers’ Encyclopedla, article Es-
senes, says:

“Christianity stands in so close con-
nection with the Essenes, that John
the Baptist and Christ ‘himself have
been pronounced to have orlglnally is-

| sued from their ranks.”

Mosheim, the author of our -best
BEecclesiastical History, in his “Histor-
fcal Commentaries,” Vol. 1, in his
lengthy Introduction, Chap. if; Sec.
12 says: '

“The monks of Christianity, a de-
scription of men who first appeared in
Egypt, seem to have taken for their
model the manners and scheme of the
life of the practical Essenes: indeed

the account glven us by Josephus of

the latter corresponds so exactly with
the institutions and habits of the
early votarles of monarchism, that IT
IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY TWO
THINGS MORE NEARLY TO RE-
SEMBLE EACH OTHER. These soli-
tary characters, who came to be dis-
tinguished by the appellation of her-
mits, appear to have copied after the
theoretical Essenes or Therapeuta.”

Hag the learned Mosheim investi-
gated the subject more fully, with the
lights of present knowledge, Instead of
ago when he wrote, he
would have nd these monks were
not imitators ot the Essenian monks,
but the veritable personages he gup-
posed were copyists. Later researches
by scholars, with fuller knowledge of
Oriental learning, has changed the as-
pect of modern thought on this sub-
ject.

On p. 369n, of "The ‘Prephet of Naz-
areth’” we find theYollowing frank ad-
misston:

*“Whatever part Jesus of Nazareth
took fn introducing Christianity into
Judea, one thing {s clear, namely, the

-earliest form of Christianity, of which

we have any account, was a mixture of
the religious tenets of the Essenes and

-of the Pagan monks; and the monka

did the most towards propagating
Christianity. These monks lived in

huts, caves and cells. Hence, one of |
the most aneient names for a church, |

'or the place where Christians assem-
bled that we ﬂnd w'as Qa_sa—-a cen or
cave,

- We trankly own to aston[shment ati a

the vast amount of IHteraturd in our
possesslon relating’ to. ‘the Essenes and
Therapeuta, enough, properIy edited,
We

have made this Egyptian and Judean
sect, with different names, both mean-
ing healers, or doctors, their subject,
but they wrote as Christlans, and seem

_to have labored to -divert attention

from those features . agreeing with
Christianity, in the {nterest of their
creeds.

And now one slngle passage from
Paul's Epistles where there -are. many,

‘men have labored to t
abored t6 explain it, there lives?

 detective.

0 b

which his compllers, ,copyists gnd
translators néglectéd to adapt to the
needs of Christlantty ind make At
modern Christlan dreeds: .

"Elge what §hall #hey do which are
baptized for the dedd, 1t the dead rise
not at all?  'Why. then are they bap-
tized for the aéad?t 21, Corinthinans
15: -29. :

This was a conundrum that puzzled
the emjndnt Dr, Adam Clarke. He
wrestled with the subject in his Com-
mentaries on the New 'l‘estnment, ‘and

commenced by saying:

“This I8 certainly the most difficult
verse in the New Testament; for, not-
withstanding the greatest and wisest

are to this day nearly as many differ-
ent Interpreations of it as. thera are in-
terpreters.”

With the knowledge that baptizlng
for the dead was practiced by the Hs-
senes, and that Paul was writing to an

 lssene, church at Corinth, which city

was colonized from Asla Minor, then
it would not hLave ‘been 8o confusing
for the Commentator-to have inter-
praeted the passage.

The greatly lamented Max Muller,
the ablest Oriental scholar of modern

(times, in his “Chips from a German

Workshop,” devotes an entire chapter
to Buddhism, On p. 190 Scribner’s
edition, Prof. Muller said:

“It never rains but it pours. Where-
as, for years, nay for centuries, not &
single docunient of the Biiddhist re-
Hglon has been accessible to the

H%l Churches 3

‘tember 1 of your valuable paper ap-
| pears an article on the splendid work

scholars of Burope, we witness in the’

small space of ten years, the recovery
of four complets Hteratures.”

Why this absénce of knowledge of
the Buddhists? The Professor tells

lus on p. 193:

“At the beginning of the 16th cen~
tury the conquerors of Ceylon are re-

ported to have burnt every Buddhist-

book they could discover, in the hope

(of thus destroying: the vitality ot tha.t.

detested religion.”

Why was Buddhism a “detested re-
Hglon”? B
" Because it was tdund to be a relig-
fon 500 yearé ‘older’ than Christianity,
with almost every feature in common
with Catholicism, 18ss the determina-
tlon of the latter to' destroy all ltera-
ture which Woéuld show the truthful
origin of Christiantty, and force its
teachings od' an "unwilling world;
whereas the dfsciplés of Buddha gath-
ered up‘the history and the traditfons
of their Master, and stored them in
those dome-shaped topes, where they
remained 2, 000 yehrs unopened, and
their lteratire unchanged, when it
was given to th,e world. s

Good reader, may we not have the
pleasure of glving you one more arti-
cle, mostly quotations, telling - you
about Buddha?  As truth is always
Interesting we promise you an intel-
lectual feast.

G. W. BROWN, M. D.
Rocktord 111

Abridged Supply of Clerics§

" News from Hartford, Ct.,  where
Congregational ministers - 'are made,
says the supply is falling off very rap-
idly. The alleged cauges are sald to
ba low salaries, and broader fields in
which to gain support for familles.
While statistics were only made for
Congregationalists the same condition
is found true of all other Christian
denominations.

When it is found the most learned
of the clergy are prosecuted and gen-
erally dismissed for heresy, having
learned how the system was built on
fraud, while others resign the ministry
and engage in other dutles, how can
it be expected honest young men of
education will enter a profession
from which they are liable to expul-
sion at any time, and frequently with
a smirched reputation?

Not. Pat on Hell.

Rev. Frank C. Bruner is reported in
the “‘Oakwoods Union Church” to have
said in a recent discourse: K

“The sugar-coated elements which
have been blasting and mildewing the
church and sending it on a full gallop
to perdition ought to be annihilated.
The church ought to be on thé sum-
mit {n religious experience, but in
many places it has sunken so deep in
the black mire of worldliness the
gates of hell are prevalling agatinst ft,
It has become a sidewalk for the old
slimy feet of infidelity. Thoge who
profess to be Christians and have no.
grace-life = are  responsible, The:
church’s ‘salt must regain its savor.’ "

“The old slimy feet of tnfidelity” is
good and probably original with
Frank, as fs “the ‘sugar-coated ele-
ment,” evidently applied to that clasg
of Methodist ‘dfvinés’ who &kip " hell

| when telling all abdiit what they know
fof God. But)why aonihilata the antf-

hell shouters?}; Why; not send them to
the everlasting-Dowywows as was the
Methodist cusjom oply & few years
ago? Even oqrrFraqk of earlier years,
is not pat ir {he faith whén he substi-
tutes annihilaftion {3, place of damna-
tion. ] a0 N
DBEAM CATCHES ELOPEBS
L0 E

Deserted, hnsbinn'b ¥iston Beats De-
: tenuvw.ﬁnsﬂy

Word comed ftomUPIf.tsburg, Pa., in-
dicating that even'd dream can beat a
So James Cook believes,
Cool’s wife eloped on July 4 ‘with
James, allag  ‘‘Buckshof,” Frazier.
Since that time he'has heard nothing
of her and knew not where she was.
He made an information against Fra-
zier, charging hiin with laréény and
the city ‘detectives have been looking
for him ever since. .

* Several nfgnts ago Oook dreamed
that the coupla were in Harrishnrg.
He related the dteam  to Detective
Captain Egap, but he laughed.  Cook

{ innisted on action, and to- humor. him

the Harrisburg police were commnani-
chfed with. They. found 2rd arrested
the pair, and they \%ere brought back

Mrs, Mary T Longley, the Effoleut

' no distant day.

! Becretary of the N. B, A, Has
. Bomothing Suggestive aud '.l‘lmely
tosay of Dr, Davis, " -

To the Bdltor:—1In the lssue of Sep-

that Andrew Jackson Davis has done
for Spiritualists and for the world at
large. No pen or voice can deplct the
immeasurable good that the published
works of this great man have done for
humanity, end we can indorse all that
you have sald concerning his career.
But The Progressive Thinker callg
upon. Massachusetts to come to the
rescue and raise a fund to save the
books of Dr. Davis from becoming en~
tirely out ot print and lost to human-

-ity; the article rather scores the “0ld

Bay State,’”” as if it {s culpable for
the passing of these great works from
human ken,

But why Massachusetts?

‘Why not New York where the great
books of the Beer were given, com-
plled and largely published?

‘Why not all the world wherever
the Davis works have given knowledge,
comfort and Inspiration to human

A. J. Davis has passed a score of his
later years In Boston, Mags.,, it s
true, but these have not been given to
writing .and publishing any of the
grand worlks that have made his name
and fame; on the contrary his life in
Boston has been given to medical
worlt, in which he has achieved suc-
cess’for himself and blessings for his
patients, But New York and other
places have been as immeasurably
benefited by his labors and {nosplra-
tions ag has Massachusetts, and I rise
to ask why these states and gll the
world should not do something to-
wards saving the published books of
Andrew Jackson Davis to posterity? I

oubt not Massachusetts will do her
part, but let others -who owe a debt
of gratitude to thia *‘Grand Old Man”
of Spirituallem, do their part as well
MARY T. LONGLEY,
‘Washington, D. C,

Woe are glad that Mrs. Longley has

| expressed herself go freely in this mat-

ter, and we now fully agree with her
In regard to her ptatement that the
whole country owes a debt of grati-
tude to Mr. Davis, and should see to it
that his works are again published at
Whatever difficulty
there is in the way to accomplish that.
desired object should be overcome as
soon as posstble, that the gifted au-
thor may again see his grand works

-agaln prominently before the public,

and accomplishing the
were intended to do.

We realize the fact, too, that the
Bpiritualists of Massachusetts are

among THE VERY BEST IN THE
WORLD, and what we sald was only
intended to arouse them, to fully
awaken them to the facts in the case,
and we know they will fully do their
duty in the matter. We do not know
at the present time who hag possession
of the plates of his boolks, or who is
the owner thereof, but that can be de-

good they

termined without much difficulty, and

at no distant day we expect to see all

of Mr. Davis’ books agaln on the
market.
Massachusetts has, perhaps, a

larger number of Spiritualists in its
borders than any other state in the
Union. Its speakers and’' mediums
are AMONG THE VERY BEST; and
we are not sure but what it is the ban-
ner state of our glorious cause. The
fact that Mrs. M.-T. Longley claims
the state as her home, gives it addi-
tional briliancy and prestige. All
hail! then, to Massachusetts and its
great seer, Andrew Jackson Davis,

MASSACHUSETTS.

‘We have received letters from all
parts of Massachusetts desiring The
Progressive Thinker to become the
Official Organ of the great movement
in that state. The Progressive Think-
er is by far the largest and most influ-
ential Spiritualist paper puhlished—so
acknowledged by Spirftualists gener-
ally. There are other states, how-
ever, to look after, and while it can
mot become a partisan for any one
state, 1t will scrupulously LOOK
AFTER THE INTERESTS OF ALL.
The paper is the ONLY ONE THAT
HAS MADE A STRENUOUS FIGHT
FOR A CLEAN SPIRITUALISM AND
HONEST MEDIUMSHIP, the good
effects of which. could be discerned at
every camp-meeting this year. No
other Spiritualist paper has come to
its ald, hence it stands as the leading
exponent of our cause in this country
and Europe. With our large circula-
tion and commanding influence the
paper will bring to the front every
State in the Union where Spiritualists
are seeking recognition, and Massa-
chusetts will by no means be negleet-
ed as. it is acting an exceedingly con-
spicuouns part in that Spirftualistic
procession that Is to redeem the
world.

>

FROM THE N. 8. A. SECRETARY.

Onset Camp, Exceptionally Prosperous
This Year, Leads in Contributions to
the N. 8. A., a Former Proprietor of
the Banner of Light Contributing
One Hundred Dallars. :

To tire Editor:<—At the request of
Onset f{rlends of The Progressive
Thinker—who are numerous—I sent
you from that camp recently, report of
our N. 8. A. special day there, in
which I stated that we had received
one hundred and seven dolldrs as re-
sult of our work. I mow have a fur-
ther pleasant report to make. In re-
sponse to suggestion from Mrs. ¢ L
Hatch I wrote a frlendly personal let-
ter to my old-time friend, Mr. 1. B.

Rich, once so promlnently connected
with the Banner of Light, stating my
errand to Onset, and asking him for a
donation with which to swell the. col-
lection of N. 8. A. day at that camp,
and Irecelved from him a generous re-
sponse of kindly words and one hun-
dred dotllars for the Mediums’ Fund. I

.am also pleased to report tex dollars

additional from Mrs. George Mostow
of Omnset. Weo are grateful to all our
camps for their special sid. at days
they annually grantto this association;
each one is heartily. appreciated by
our officers ‘and socletles.
¥ take pride that .Ouset - leads eaech

“year, for it is the camp of my early
{ reers of work and I'. am always at

home in that charming spot by ~the
blae, g}ad sea. =
i MARYT. LONGLEY,
o S NCS. A, Secretary.

There can be po- emmy without a
deen mmmy —-E;mrson. :

Of course |

Under the heud of “Bryan and Re-~
lglon,” the Chieago Daily Jouraal
says that “the United States is aChris-
tlan natlon its people & people of.deep
religlous conviction, This - fact is
worth bearing in -mind -when the
causes for the evident esteem in
which William Jennings Bryan is held
by his fellow citizens are heing In-
quired into. His return to America
hasg been signalized by a reception
which proves him to be one of the
most popular of living Americans, and
it is folly to deny that.this popularity
extends beyond the borders of meye
partisanship. From his earliest boy-
hood Mr. Bryan has held profound re-
ligious conviction, and since early
‘manhood he has been an avowed and
devout church member, His approved
high principles, made manifest
through a life of integrity and moral-
ity, show that religion with him I8
not a mere matter of going to ghurch
on Sunday, but an essentlal part of his
personal character and equipment.
Just as his homecoming may with jus-
tice be compared with that accorded
Gen, Grant after his journey around
the world, fust so may his devotion to
thae precepts of Christianity bear just
comparison with that of many of our
greatest statesmen. From the begin-
ning of the republic not more than
two or three presidents or presidential
candidates have enjoyed the confi-
dence and respect of their fellows who
have not been men of the strictest re-
liglous principles, as well as men of
the highest personal character. Even
 in such cases as those of Jefferson and
Lincoln who were not formally allied
with any church, the bellef in the
moral order of theunlverse and in a di-
vine Providence which works for
righteousness was sincere and pro-
found. It is idle for any man who
looks toward a nomination for the
highest office in the gift of the Amer-
fcan people or for any candidate for
high national office to ask for the suf-
frages of a religlous nation unless he
s himsgelf a religious man. We have,
by the blessings of Providence, abso-
‘lute religious freedom in this free
land, and no religious qualification is
or can bp exacted from our candidates.
But experience has taught us that re-
ligious convictions do result in the es-
tablishment of elevated and noble
ideals, whether in personal or official
life and from Washington to Roose-
velt we have not gone amiss in exact-
ing this qualificatlon regardless of
sect, from presidents and presidential
candidates and possibilities alike. And
who will now say, looking back over
our national history, that in this de-
mand we have been unwise? We have
yet to invent a higher compliment than
that to ~which nearly every great
American, not excepting Mr. Bryan, is
fully entitled, that of ‘‘Christian gen-
tleman.” - So much for the Journal.

Without taking into consideration
as to what constitutes a ‘'Christian
gentleman,” we will state that at the

ligion, is acting a very conspicuous
and impressive part in the govern-
mental and private affairs of the
world; in fact, in all ages extending
back to the remotest time, Religion
has been a factor that had to be con-
sldered in almost every department of
life. It is not very strange, then, that
prominent statesmen, kings, queens,
politicians and other magnates bring
it into requisition to play its part in
the intricate drama of life, or for the
sole purpose of self-aggrandizement.

It is rarely that the politician does
not deem it necessary to affiliate with
some prominent influential churea,
expecting thereby to gain the favor of
the people in a manner that will assist
him in securing an office. Col. Inger-
soll, however, was a notable exception
to the general rule, he being consid-
ered by the world generally as desti-
tute of any religion, not considering it
necessary in the walks of life, in any
capacity whatever. Of course he was
immediately in consequence relegated
to the rear in politics, and was sig-
nally defeated in his aspiration to be-
come 2 United States Senator.

It is not strange, then, that the
ubiguftous Mr. Bryan, so exceedingly
keen of Intellect, and so extremely am-
bitious, should see the necessity of-be-
coming deeply religious in order to as-
sist in promoting his own welfare in
the political flelds.

It can readily be seen that religion
is a factor that must be considered in
connectlon with political - advance-
ment, and he who ignores it, invites
defeat the same as the ever lamented
Col. Ingersoll did. Being suc¢h a
prominent agent in shaping the aftairs
of this world, selfish men, as well as
those who stand on a . high moral
plate, seek {ts potent Influence, foster
it in various ways, expecting it to act
an important part in their behalf when
the auspiclous moment arrives. Con-
sider its influence in the U, S. to-day
—ten millons of Catholics, about that
number of Methodists, and millions of
Presbyterians, Baptists, ete,, all
wielding an extensive influence fa all
departments of life, ™ .

Ignore Religion!

You cannot do ft—=all the time, la-
ment the fact as you may, it is an in-
" fluential agent that must be consid-
ered. -

And why sbcmld it not ba?’ )

1s it because sometimes it is intoler
ant, extremely cruel, viclous, murder-
.ous and vindictive? yet whatever its
aspect, it Iz here to glay untit it s nat-
urally evolved out of existence or
placed on a higker plane of actton

in the history of the world in theé past,
} it is gradually advancing to a higher

present time that factor known as Re-{*

Havins played such an important part|.

IGION.

And How Are You Going to Get Rid of It}

plane; leaving much of itg rubblsh bee

hind as relics of superstition, ignor-
ance, barbarism, and cruelty,
There 18, however, one redeeming

feature in all, or nearly all, religions -

—they have in some few respects ex-
ceptionally high ideals. Leaving the
special odious doctrines and dogmas
{n the rear, thelr ATHICAL SIDE HAS
SOME LOVELY FEATURES CON~

NECTED THEREWITH, gnd which

cannot fail to exert a beneflclal influ-
ence when rightly presented to the
public. Take, for example, the boig-
terous, hallelujah, go-as-you-please
Salvation Army, Its code of religlous
belief, consisting in one respect of a
belief {n an endles hell, an eternal

burning fire, in which may be heard .

the walls of the tortured inmates,
without end-—no
during all coming time—ig a veritable
monstrosity in all respects, deep-
dyed lie, the quintessence of absurd-
ity, but the ethical part springing
therefrom ke new verdure in the
spring time, may be {nstrumental in
doing a vast amount of good. It is
therein that religlon has its efficacy,
its uplifting infuence, its reformatory
tendency, its purifying effects on the
depraved, those who are on the de-
scending plane of existence, going
down to death and ultimate destruc-
tlon if not redeemed. All that is es-
sentially soul-uplifting in religion, is
its ethical part—Iits dogmas are en-
tirely worthless—they play no part
really in elevating the world to a
higher plane of life.

There {8 one definition of religion,
that i8 very comprehensive, and on

which any code of bellef ean be estab- |

lished. It ia glven by the Century,
Dictionary as follows:

“SENSE OF OBLIGATION—CON-
BOIENTIOUSNESS—S KNS E [0 3
DUTY.” ‘

How exceedingly easy it is to form
a code of belief thereon, accompanied
with ethics of a  lofty, spiritualizing
tendency, for ethics alone can redeem
the world, placing it on a higher
spiritual plane. :

Many complaints have been made
that the N. 8. A. has been exception-
ally In earnest in trying to folst Txpon
Spiritualists generally a religlon—yes,
verily, a religion!

And why not?

Even the atheist has “HIS SENSH
OF OBLIGATION---CONSCIDNTIOUS-
NESS-—SENSE OF DUTY,” hence has
a religion forced upon him in spite of
himself. And what Spiritualist is
destitule of “a sense of obligation—
conscientiousness—sense - of duty?”
So, Spiritualists, walk up to the rds-
trum and serenely take your seat
thereon, fully equipped with a relig-
lon, and ready to do battle for the
right on all occastons under the name
of “Spiritualist.” There s nothing
odieus about {t—in fact it is'a position
to be envied—a position to be sought.
Under that definition, you.are relig-
lous, just to that extent that - your
sense of obligation, conscientiousness
and sense of duty” is of a high order,
of an ennobling ‘nature, seeking the
best Interests of humanity, and trying
to elevate some one beneath “you.
Therefore in the future "do ..not he
alarmed when you hear some one de-
ploring the fact that . Spiritualists
have a religion—THEY HAVE ONBE,
AND CAN NOT GET RID OF IT, IF
THEY TRY. BY NO METHOD
WHATEVER CAN- YOU DISCARD
THE RELIGION AS PRESENTED BY
THE . PROGRESSIVE THINKER,
PROVIDING YOU HAVE A “SENSH
OF OBLIGATION, CONSCLLNTIOUS-
NESS, A BENSE OF DUTY,”

OLD AGR.

It is too late!" - Ah! nothing . is too
Jate

Till the tifed heart shall cease to pal-
pitate,

Cato learned Greek at- eighty; Soph-
ocles : :

Wrote his grand Oedipus; and Simon-
ides L

Bore oft the prize of verse from his
compeers,

When each had numbered more than
four score years;

And tTheophmstus at four score and
en .

Had bnt begun his ‘'Characters of

Chaucer, at Woodstock wlth the night-
ingales,

At sixty wrote the
Tales.” .

Goethe, at Weimer, toiling to the last,

Completed “Faust” when eighty years
were past.

What then' Shall we sit idly down and

“Canterbury

The glgl;t hath come, {t- is no longer
a

The night hath not yet come; we are
not quite

Cut off from labor by the falling light;

Something remains for us to  do or
dare,

Even the oldest trees some fruit may
bear.

Fot age is opportunity no less

Than youth itself, though in another
dress;

And as the evening twilight . fades

away
The sky is filled with stars,invisible by
day. —Henry W. Longfellow.

SCANDAL.

Far blacker tha}n a raven's wings, -~

It croaks and feeds on unclean things,
Nor lets the shadow of a doubt .
Seften the le it burrows out.

With tmbhda keener than a
ife,
1t probes the hleeding wounds of

life—
Lays bare the motive and the deed,

| And carrion makes from flower seed. .

It mangles love, and smears with lust
Ldllfes of purity and trust—

Fattens on slns of king or slave, © -
And fouls with s!tme 8 new-made

grave.
_ —Wmiam Ham!ltnn Hnyne.

* The will of man Is by his reason

swayed ——-{nlw.l-xspeB.re.~ ¥

cespation thereot
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