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{, atonement” scheme, or any of its”con-

- smile. pitylngly—¥es,

AL this perfud- of the year when ‘Our
ipde naturally- revert 1o the time:of
te advent of Modemn Spiritualism, or,

\more truly speaking, the modern - ex-
presilon or phase - of Spiritualjsm, it|-
geoms to me that it would be. well to

. gatefully conslder some of the present

1 haseg of the question as well as those

the past:

it is qulte right that we should with
Atting ceremonials celebrate and.com-

qmorate the birthday of this as of all

a,r,veat movéments, but jn doing so [ do
nog think it iz right thet we 8hould;
blind our eyes to what are ~the para-
1aqunt issues of the presen} day aspect

of 'the question.

Reeenit ovents 'havorblought very
~ forcibly to my attention’the fact thet

we, ag Spirltualiets, are not, in my esti-
mation, fulfilling the dutijes that de-
. volve upon ug ne fully as we might, and
1 feel that - the time is ripe
for a3 general- awakening through-
out our ranks. We nust Yook the gues:
tton squarely in the face, and meet the
_poeds of the hour 1o & manner befitling
men and women who clelm to be guard:
1ans of the world’s advanced thought, to
a greater degree than were our prede-
cepsors In life's great echool.
I have observed that in everyage there
y Diag been & tepdency to delfy and exalt
;' events more than principles, and what L
sometimes fear {8 that the same thing

. i will occur in our ranks, for history re-

peats itself—a fact that s ‘well attested
by the varlous events of lhistorical rec-
rd, It this should teke place, we may
for an autocracy as bitter, perhaps,
oy we have seen durlng the world'
- - Ykered career.

" “T’am.quits well aware that some may
think the ideas that follow.are rather
. far fetched, but, as ['write and speak
What T feel to be the truth, no matter
*“who may pppose, that does not dster
me from advancing what scems to me
10 be self-evident truths. A Spiritualist
. should be'a truth-seeler, no matter
whoge idole are shattered and hurled
. to the graund, he or she should be will-

-ing to have the truth revealed.
‘It 18 our claim that our philosophy is
A progregsive one; we boast of taking
o stand fn the vanguard of every pro-
greasive and evolutionary movement
and innovatiod. We charge ignorance
and bigotry against the muititudea who
are adhering to the old goncepts. We
term them ldol-worshipers, and yet we
re displaying the same tendency to
eify, end pay homage to our hobbies,
s 1s shown Ly the votarles of what wo
e pleased to term “an effete theol-
y.” [ submit that these tendencles

" . gy¥e inhmical to the welfare of Spiritual-

igm, and must needs bring down upon
oyr heads, and those of our posterity,
such conditions as witl naturally evolve
. an oligarchy, the outcome of which will
{ be the suppression of the freedom of
‘\speech, with #18 many attendant ills.
., ‘These thoughts are called forth by
y-numerous conversations with Sphr-
1tualists, old and new, men and women
* who have been thoroughly coanvinced
of the central principles of Spiritual
henomene. 1 have listtned egain and
again as they have expatiated upon the
glory and frecdom of Spirttuallsm. 1
. kave listened to their strenuous laying
bare of the idol-worshiping tendency
ef the followers of the “blood-atone.
ment.” Bitterly have they denounced
the inculeation of manifest falsehood
in- the schemes of sectarianiem and
creed, foisted upon & helpless people
. who are forced to submit to the nefarl-
ous dictum of ecclesiasticism which
says: “The end justifiecs the means.”
. But before we call down the wrath of
- high heaven and the “angel world” up-
on the heads of these 1dol-worshipers, it
behooves us to take an introspective
- view of things, apd endeavor {o lay
aside some of.our own vagarles..
~ It must not be understood that I de-
sire to uphold the . aforesaid “blood

comitants. I simply want to see that
“we look upon facts from a reasonable
L standpoint, and through glasses un-
’ dimmed by prejudice or -error. The
! {dol worshiper we have always with us;
v we have him no less In ,Spiritvalism
than in Catholiciem and Protestantism,
‘or 1n Buddlilsm and. kindred bellefs.
. Why then should we spend valuable
rtlme in villficailon and vituperation di-
.rected foward the errors of others, when
, we have Bo imperfect an understand{ng
) " of our own case? .

Perhaps this may hurt some. Truly
1 hope it does, for when thoughis hurt
us it-is an evidence of weakness. The
thily strong self-rellant soul ,i8 never
_hurt by truth; it is only those who have
-hugged to their bosom the asp of ervor
- ihat are stung to the gulck when an
" ‘sttempt {8 made te pull it away and
. [kree them from its destructive kisa.

It may be asked where I find corrob-
orative evidence of the atatements sub-
mitted above? I answer in every ham-
let, village and city, and,—~¥es, In near-
Iy every home, we have set up idols and
worship them’ just as the ancients did.
© Antiquity had its Gods, tutelary and
ctherwise, their Lares and Penates;
thelr firegide deltles. The contempla-
tlon of these ancient vagaries appeals
strongly to our rigibilitles, and with dit-
. ficulty we restrain our mirth.

Before going more deeply into the
consideration of this subject that I
wish to bripg before the jury of pul-
lic opinlon, I want to call attention to
. lhe fact that In the ancient day the
Godd spake unto man through Oracle
and Pythouess, through priest and
r:;-lestess through prophet and proph-
ctess.

and priests of both sexes were pacred,
.and woe betide the hapless ones that
disputed the findings of the Gods, as
spoken by their human mouthpieces.
We look back into antiquity from our
superior (?) neights of wisdom, and
actually smile
when we ge¢ the homage and adulation
_-pald. these vendors of the will of the
. Gods. -This plcture is not only of one
1and—of one age; It is the kaliedogcope .
- Jand—of one age; it is the haleldoscope
- of time. upon the canvas of life, with
- the hwman family ns audience; it is the
view of every age and clime—ot every
country and epoch, It fs Roman and

and Jewish nye, and’ Pagon and Chrla-
an. - -

valism? | am-coming - to that, The
.. Gods smiled Indulgently at the decep-
. Uon and duplicity. of their mouthpieces.

iThe frregularities werefor. the aggran-
“‘dizement. of the Deltics—why - should
they not smile? for, to. borrow again
from .that corcept of things; which,
. though anuque, Ja, still. modern, very
‘modern, *

- horrors -of an inquisition, the- groans

© from the vietims of which still rever-

_berate -through the corridors. of timie,
giving- grim evidence of the .ceaseless |.
warfare Jetween trmh and’error;:
, wINOW, then, Spir.-
wonderful tidings 1

are

.. human’family;

t hias brought ihe t:onscionsneos of con-
tinulty of life~('tls nothing- new,: Chale
and Egyptian, Sage and Poet have.
- gung this snng, for.agen), and ‘we have
lettned- thar"tnere were’ stifl:-Oracles
- through - whaserlips- the ‘Sages of .past

. ‘deln

-and -preseut ‘generatlong:+. could:: tom-

.mune, with. man=man, stil:elotiredsin
“W"o 'Jia‘vo llﬂloned to the

":lmman ﬂeah.

Let me also remind the reader
ihat the persons of these oracles, seers

Greek; Egyptian and Aasyrlau, Pergian

But.whnt ho.o thls to do’ with Splrlt-

‘the end justified thé mehns.”
-From_this hellish docirine #irose , the

i hag brought

glad .Hdings, “Al the boundless uni-
veras 18 life—ihere are no dead,”. and
with loud acelaim we have horolded the
{act to the world, -

In doing ihis we have been Ied—we-
hava allowed ourselves to be led to con-
slder the " insirumentalities through
whom- there phenomena sre presented’
to the world as belng of superior order;
as:being well nigh, if not quite infalll
ble, Gradualiy some of us have begun
te deify, aud to Hft our Orecles upon a
vedestat from which we have dured the
world to attempt to remove them. Re-
mult: AN INCREASE OF DECEPTION,

QF FRAUD AND CHARLATANISM.

We have canght the central thought of
the continuity of life, but we are not
salisfled. We demand more, and in de-
mandiug we tan the flames to fever
heat; from n radical and vindlctive
skepticlsm we have turned to the otler
extreme, and 1o crave phenomena and
ailll more phenomena, and some of us
are ready to lay .down our lives for
those who most thoroughly salisfy that
craving for & sensatlonalism whbich is
all too prevalent in the present day.
What s the outcome of this? Merely
thig: The demand upon the individyal
Oracle or Pytlioness becomes so great,
and the glitter of the gold o e ob-
tained go blinding, that the eyes of con-
sefence and justice ére covered over
with the veil of greed, and what - the
denizens of the other ' phase of life
cannot furnish, the cupidity and mim-
fery-of the human will ‘supply, and, lo!

we how down end worship—whom?
Stmply the dispenser of coarse mesh
and phosphorescence.

The sirife oetween the Oracles be-
comes greater. Newer Oracles spring
up as If by magie. The one thought is,
“How may I become a medivm?”
“How may I gel the most powerful con-
trols—such controls as will outshine ail
others, ete. How can I get the notorl-
ety which will herald my nems far and
wide?” Ah, yes! the answer comes,
“Glve something that will astound the
people! Convince them of your power,
and pever, never fail! With the in-
crease of notoriety comes the need of
still miore astonishing phenomena.
With the graiificatlon of this whim
comes the"need of satisfying that de-
sire, With the advent of each new Py-
Lthoness or prophet comes the need of
added pensation on e part of the old;
sequence: still more deception, and an-
other phasge s added.

‘Bo holy a thing has' mediumship be-
come In the cyes of many, so exalted
have medlums appeared to some, that
the mere whisper of the presence of
fraundulent practice or deception cnlls
forth: anathema upon anathema, and the
luckless wight who dares to assume
ihat éverything that is labeled medium-
ship I8 not genuine is bequeathed a very
liberal supply of abuse and vitupora-
tion; in short, he or she 18 cursed by
the-very elect as an enemy of mediums.
In our adoration of medlumship we
bave closed our eyes to what is medi-
umship, and merely ask, “Are you a me-
dium? Can you glve me 3 test? Please
give me o test,” and it the interrogated
one has some paychic power and glves
something that has been clearly out-
lined in our demeanor and mental at-
mosphere—ah! we exclaim, “Was 1t
not grand!”” Not a thought as to the
knowledge of Spirltualism—the qualiti-
catfors of the go-called ‘medium, nor
yet of the presence of excarnate beings.
“Why! the idea! Did she not tell me 1
was troubled, and that it would be all
right? Of course ghe {¢ a medium,”
and forthwith the recipient of this test
(?) is ready to swear.by the new medi-
um, Do you see, good friends, how we
malke a fetish of that little word medi-
um?. How we prevent the growth of
our movement, and.can You not gee how
We are bulldlng up & dogme of venera-
tion that bida fair to destroy tho very
cause we love?

‘Because of raying that there were
numerous people among those who call
themeselves medlums who were not me-
diums, nor yet understood a single
thing about mediumship other than that
variety which is taught by self-styled
“Profs,” and ‘‘Revs.”, the writer hereof
bas often been designated as “a fraud
huater,” as *no Spiritualist” and as
“not baving gotten out of orthodoxy”
yet. But say on, my frienda.  Let
those, who will, pronounce anathema!
1t cannot injure where the desire of the
one upon whom it is hurled, 18 for the
truth and nothing ahout the truth, no
matter how many idols have been shat-
tered or vagaries uprooted. 'If Spirit-
ualism means to keep nilent when de-
ception 1a done, snd palmed off on
credulous people as medivmship; £ 1t
means the cloging of eyes where fraud-
ulent practices are resorted to, for fear
we will hurt the cause, then I am NOT
A BPIRITUALIST, AND NEVER
SHALL BE; but if it means a desire for
truth; for the emancipation of human.
ity, and the elevation of mediumship to
the unquestionable throne of morality
and honesty, then { am a Spiritualist,
for while 1 do not pose as a censor of
public morals, nor ag a dictator as to
the private life of individuals, I do de-
mand that our phenomena be genuine,
or that we have none at all; that we
have the right to speak out when we
find that spurlous phenomens have
been given to lhe public as spiritual
manifestations, etc, and this, and this
olﬂy is my motive for writing this ar-
{icle.

Why should I not question medinmsa?
Why am I to consider mediums as nec-
easarily infallible, when I know they
are¢ thoroughly humen? Why should I
sit sflently by and see a fakir shake 8
white rag at some of my friends, and
t¢]l them it was their grandmother,
when [ know what they are doing?
Why is It that I should consider that
friends «who in the mortd] form were of
nied ‘intelleet’ have become ' the
most profound sages ad soon as they
have .- quitted -the old tenement, and
thus fitted to adjust ail my affairs; at eo
much zh adjualment? T am personal]y
acquainted -with people who wonld ac-
cept every single word told them by
oné who poses as 8 medjum, 88 gospel
truth; and these are people who are-
keen business. people, wide-awake jn ev-
ery other particular, and yet they adore
medivmship-lo such an extent that just
a8 soon ag & modern Oracle (either in
petticoats or trousersy approaches them
with any.information whatddevér, will
bow dewn in eilent submilssion and
worship, and accept the dictum of the
seer. This is idol worship of the most
pronouttced type, and savors strongly of
the period when the gods held liaisons
with earthly maidens, It ig a revival of
that principie which ‘enabled priest and
prophet to gain such sway over the
mindg of the peopls, . by - compelling
them to piy homage to the image of
stone which stood asthe pergonification
otl an lndi\riduallty, fictitious or other-
wise.-

.To,all of this I object aa being Inim-
jeal to the welfare of Spiritualism; as
'détrinental to 1he cavse we love. Now
plédse obperve the revamped paganism
~—ah!:ghould- I not perhaps have. said

[EPANE

It is this: *“We need the frauds for they
produce. so miich more wonderful phe-
poména~than the other mediums;. they
aredoing good because they arezdifithr:
estlus peoplein Bpiritvallsm wl;o oould'
0t be reachel by less startling events;

‘you came for,” or elae,

Romanism" and- émtwhile Christianity?-

sﬂ"T tli”a.f oi oourae lo good. .Wo wa.nt :

“Fiink o d ;
that ot enough to make your l}e \
#lok as it docs mine. And yet:
substang 'is what wee said
Chieago.; yyear ago, and agaln & few
days ago. and has been aald to me in
seorep of places, -

I repudiate such Bpirltuallsm! B S “abe
bor it! - It is the curse of our caise, and
degerves the condemnation: of every
man, woman snd child who cares for
ihe presentation of the truths of. Spir-
ftunliem to the worldt, - The cry bhas
been, “Don’t tell the public that there
are freuds, for it will turn them agalnst
cur philogsophy!” Shme upon such an
argument, It will' {& nothing of the
sort. IT WILL SHOW THBEM THAYL
WE WANT THE TRUTH AND NOTH-
ING ELSE. CAN WE NOT BTAND
THAT? 13 IT NOT WORTH WHILE
TO PROVE TO THR WORLD THAT
THERE I8 PRINCIPLE AND INTEG-
RITY BACK OF -  OUR MOVEMENT,
AND THAT IT IS WELL WORTH
WORKING IFOR.

Such argument brings up the past,
and In fancy I can see members of a
family placed upon-the rack—aye, ¢ven
murdered, in order that the other mem-
bers of the same family may bhe im-
pressed and thug through fear bhe
forced to accept creeds. and dogmas
against which their whole bLelng re-
volted, but—"the end justiled the
meane!”  Does 1t7 A thousand times
No! 1 want no galvation (hat must be
purchased with the life blood of anoth-
er who was porn of woman as was I;
Bor do I want any Spiritvalism or Bpir—
Itualists that muet be acquired through
deceptlon.

The pleturs is not overdrawn: Every-
where there seems to be biind worship
of mediumship to the extent that people
are wflling w be mulcted out of thelr
very llves, If need be, rather than see
some one of thelr favorite oracles re-
vealed to' the publlc. People in general
do not know what medlumship 18, They
accept every psychological phenomenon
as evidence of excarnate presence, ov-
ery cold chill is to them an evidence of
splrit control. The tricks of every
sleight-of-hand man, or Professor of
legerdemain 18 talten—without sugar or
anything else, and when some of us ob-
ject, whan w9 demand that the truth be
known, the hue and cry s ralsed that
e are enemios of mediums. When it
is proven that the erstwhile “Profeagor”
has really decelved his 'idol-worship-
ers,” and his confederates are caught,
the “idol-worshipers” sympathize with
the much abused (?) one, and cry out,
“Yes, you are a fraud-hunter, and you
brought fraud and falsebood within
your heart and you have got just what
“the medium
was ohsessed by bad lnﬁuences and
could not help it. I know all about 1t
becguse he told me they sometimes did
that to him.” Bogh! If they were oon-
trolled or olsessed by onyth!ng it was
the greed for gol

It 18 this idol worshlp that I object to.
I deem it a menace to Spiritualism, 1
cannot see any difference between the
blind follower of s priest and the dupe
of a medium (?), or I should say of one
who pqses a8 a medium, I can see no
difference between the man who wears
or worships a charm or idol that has
been carried down from antiquity, car-
rled down. {n principle, but made in the
present for the occasion and the man
who takes the same ettitude towarg,
and carries wilth fervent gzeal, the
charm, talisman or love potion be-
stowed upon him by someone who
elalms to have tepped the eternal store-
hoise of wisdom, and who poses as a
medium.

And while I am paylng attention to
this phase of the question; let me not
forget one thing more, I have spoken
treely aga.iost the indiscriminate ordi-
natfon of “Protessors,” “Madames” and
“‘Reverends,” and have held it to be 3
great mistake. I stfll hold to the opin-
jom, and view it a8 but another phase of
the “idol-worahiping tendency,” and to
my mind it is disastrous -to Spirituel-
fsm. Professor means that oune has. the
ability to teach, whereas Reverend
means worthy of reverence; now apply
both of these attributes to some of the
people who have assumed the titles. 1}
am of the opinlon that some people
would ordain a jack-rabbit if they could
get five or ten dollars out of him. Per-
mit me to say that I have no objection
to these titles when applied to such
men as B. F, Austin, or Mosea Hull,

me - 1d

.and scores of others whose entire lives

have been spent in teaching, and who
bkave been In the foreground of life's
arensa gtriving for the upliftment of hu-
manity. But ] do object to it as simply
a means whereby 1ndividuals can folst
their wares upon an unwary public. It
is simply a cloak which amounts to
nothing,

‘Why are we afrald to speak out
agalnst thege {hings? Why are the
men and women who love Spiritualism
too much to allow this nefarious busi-
ness to be carried on without a protest,
vilified, threatened and abuged? Sim-
ply hecause we have made a fetish of
the word medium; becavse we haye
worshiped media more than what came
through them; because we have carried
with us into our Spiritualism the idea
that our friends who bave departed this
life became at once sages and philoso-
phers, or angels.

Just a few thoughts more and I am
done, There should be but one goal,
and that is Truth. TRUTH IS BYER
PRACTICAL. Only falsshood 1is im-
practical. Truth cver leads men aright
—only faleehood leads astray. Truth
ts ever just; only deception is unjust.
Truth can never be confined in a hook,
por yet can it be confined within one
individual or medium:' True medinm-

‘ship 18 based upon the Interrelation-

ehip - of the sapiritual and material

phases of life, Mediumship is co-opera-4

tive, and i8 designed to further truth.
THE PROSTITUTION OF MEDIUM-
SHIP I8 JUST AS BAD AS THE PROS-
TITUTION OF THE BODY; nay, it is
many times worse, because it I8 prosti-
tution of mind, body and spirit, - -

* Spiritualism shouvld have as its ultl
mate tho establishment of inicontrovert-

‘fble truth and the emancipatich of hu-

menity, - How much can the trickster,
the charlatan and mountebank do to-
ward the realization of that ideal?
First, 1ast, and alt the time I helieve
in medlumship 1 -believe In spiritual
pheriomeny, but more than all-elge in
the world I belleve in the truthful mani-
festations, and not the falge,. I helieve.
ina Splrltunllam that will be the cyno-
sare of all eyes, hecause of its superla-
tive excellence, rather than hecauge of
ita abominatione. I -belleve Truth ‘s
Lord, but unfortunately, like Prometho-
s of old, it has been chalned to's rock
~aye chained {o the rock of error, of 1g-
notance;-and the harples, greed and-cu-
pidity, have torn at its limbs 20d- eyes
and face until the-heart of the truth-
seeker blekds in anguished pity.” 8pir-

J ituallsm 18 truth chained to. the rock of

sensatiopalism; the trickster, fakir and
charlatan are. leeches’ sucking itg: itfe -
blood. - Can wé, who-claim to love Spir-
ilualism, ‘bé man enough, ‘and woman
encugh to )it up our voices: and ery
aloud for. truth? Can we seg the idols:
crumblé ;and-fade away, the’ while wo
1t truth ‘upon its proper pedestal or
ghall-we' ever Bee—.. )

- “Pruth fofevEr on the’ smifold.
%.,. ‘Wrong forevet-on, the thmne?“

Will l==omeone tell me’T. - :

r meut that she gave to-her

‘t.an it

'ﬂmmmma

Bhakers commenced fp° yed
continting without any cessatlon for
the space of eleven years, when there
was quite a percéptible decline, though
not .unexpectedly so, as the same had
been predicted by some of our most
prominent medfums.

I was Hving in the Bociew ‘at-Tyring-

ham, Mass,, &t the (iut thein tirat in-
troduction in that yand a8 thon
elght yeavs of age.

Nearly all phases of tﬂg wori] which.

are at this time being rpaiized by the
public at large, were at-tifat eatiy date
made manifest in our midst. ..

We had nothing of whaf-1s caled ma-
terielization, nor were any. darlmfances
held, neither cablnets of-any d em-
ployed, all being aa free and spobtane-
ous ns the alr we breathe, -

There were several ‘lrange-goers in
our goclety, one of them, Who would o¢-
casionally be absent meny hours at a
time, and on her return to normal con-
ditions " relate to us the most wonder-
ful gcenes she had witnessed. - Temples
of worship, leern® 73, ete., and beautifu}l
manslons, gardens, fountains, and the
mmest charming Iandseapes through
which she had passed, all seeming nat-
ural, although much  more beautitul

than anything she had ever seen on.

arth,

Blle told of seelng spirity’ ‘of & very
high order; apd ot mesting with gome
whom she had known hers in the mor-
tal, degeribing thelr different costumes,
and occupatlons in which thea' geemed
10 be engaged.

These trance-goers - alip: went to
places where low, degraded spirite
werp congregaled, - éatTying on the
same demoniac practices followed
while on earth. Some wers In dark,
prison-tike places and seémed to be in
torment, and were tormenting each
other. These sights wera very dis-
tresajng to them, and they would beg
of their guldes to take them away from
the same,

They told of meeting by the way
many different kinds .of animals all of
which peemed nlce, 'and natural, per-
foctly bharmless~—even one of them
told of seeing a sgrpent gliding across
the pathway al one point, at which she
felt g ittle-frightened, .

There were many in our midst who
weare clafrvoyant, also those who gpoke
in unkpown {ongues, and others who
could interprei tho same, although pot
a person In tha soclety understood any-
thing but the piainest of. English.

Many spirit communications were
glven, both oral and written, some for
public, ard others for private benefit.
Personations of departed spirits were
of common occurrence in  our midst,
even those from forelgn nations being
ropresented, waile the-natives were fre.
quent visitors, both in our meeungs and
at other times. -

Many apiritual presents were given to
us by the- immortals—flowers, fruit,
doves, singlng hirds, {nstruments of
music, beautiful robes) emhroidered
bandkerchiefs, satin slippers, aftd many
other things which 1 will not’ attempt
to mention in this brief afticle.

My sister Mira, who passed on in
1844, at-twelve years of age, and who
had herseit never peen moything of @
spiritual kind previous t her~ fliness
(which lasted- but tem dayw}, hed
trances in that time, and told of float-
ing out on the air, and golng ta beauti-
tul mangjons, secing theiresiderts, etc.,
who told her she would soon seave
earth and he with them altogether.

Bhe wanted to remain there and then,
but they sald, “not justivet.”. 1t made
her very happy through: her :sickuess,
and she had no desire to. Hvé  longer
on this side. The morning: she passed
on.she saw a company of-gpirits in her
room who told her they had now “come
{for her;” two of them she knew, for she
had met with them while thoy were
-here on earth, She had her senses to
the last, and twenty minutes before
breathing her last looked up as though
seelng something whick plessed her
and sald, “Oh! pretty, pretty!” These
were her Jast words, and she pasged on
without a struggle or groan. At the
funersl, & very large one (for many out-
siders were in attendance} our clair-
voyauts saw her, in company with other
beautiful young beings, saying she was
happy at her release, and was clothed
in & phining white robe, with a wreath
upon her head, of roses and liltes. She
exprassed thanks to those who had
cared for her in her fllness, and told us
not to mourn.for ber. One of the me-
diume who saw her sald, “mourn not
for thig little one, for she 18 called from
earth while yet lnnocent, to beautity
and adorn the courts shove, and to be
& messenger of love from the same, to
those left behind.”

Bhe often visited ua 1In spirit, and
brought to us loving messages, both in
oral and written form,

In the time of this great outpouring
of spiritual gi{is we were told that the
same would take place™ {ln time)
throughout the whole world=that the

truth of a continued life ‘beyond the’

grave, and the power of departed spir-
its to return and communicate with
morials, would be spread broadcast
over the whole earth "aa the waters
cover The gen.” .

These manifestations in our midst
were no secret to outsiders, for we held
publi¢ meetings frequently- at which
great numbers were oftentimes present,
seelng and hearing sli that went on,
But they ridiculed.and annoyed us so
much, -that after a time it ;was thought
best “not to cast pearls before swine,”
and the doors weve cloged. -

- JULIA B. JDHNEION.

Mrs. Stanford -and the Cerltral Pacific.

Mre. Jane L. Stantord's death has led |
to the recalling of many: stories of her
kindness of heart, and-the -encourage-
husband, who
wag the léader in planning and building
thé firat railroad across the continent.
He once gald, “If it had notibeen for
Jane, the Central Pacific wop)d never
‘have been bulit.” Ths ton. Congre-
‘gatlonalist says, “And'’sbé ‘fhould not
vote, _efther” The CbngréXitionalist
might have sdded that’ re, " Stanford
‘wished to vote, and +oul ertainly
have heen allowed to d& 8o 1F¢he ballot
were conditioned on df$tingdished pub-
ife service instead of oﬁ‘the ‘pleldent of
masculinity, - e

Wheb 3 woman' doen““a.

bd work

even under the dlsadv’ﬁnta of dis-
frapchisement, some oppBoents of equat
rights draw .the queer.friferfice - that

women- do ot need tfo ballot. If an
Indian. girl manages to ro% beautiful
-embroidery with a-bit it 1{01:1 bons,

does that prove that shé’ou ‘ot to be'
allowed to use a needlo. Sie probably
“would: not thiak so, if sifé'hdlfa chance
to get the needle; and omen. who

‘have rendered the mostdistinguished

public service without®ihe baliot have
generaily ‘been believers-in equal ‘suf-
frage—as, - for . ustanee; “Florence
Nightiugale, Clara. Barton, Julle Ward
Howe, Mary-"A. ‘Livérmdre, Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Jane Addamo apd- Mrs
Js.neL 8tanford., . .
; 'MOE STONE BT.\AGI{W'E

: “Eoradlno. Ay Allce 1 H. .
and Lida Holt Talbot!” -

Jn theform.of-

n‘lns, sWry;; At containg-leme

every. girk- lhould klmw.
. i p €. C

sons . whi

1 anges at Whitoaﬂouu--um ‘Colbuen
‘the Medlum—-\ﬂarned of Hic Auassl»,

Btockhain

-tolpful;-
“bound;

nauon. :

Miss " Colbuin’s” fathar and tiree
Urothers enliated-in the Union army.
One of the brothers was sick in camp;
she visited Washington and secured hig
removel from camp to hiespital and aiso
g furlough, Here she et prominent
Spirltus)lsts who arranged for a seance
with Mr, apd Mrs. Lincoln, resultivg
in her passing most of two winters in
Washington} They held private se-
ances 1 thd White House and in many
other places; many statesmen, generals
and promiuent men and women attend-
ed these meetings. -

Miss Colbura -had meny “controls.”
Pinkte, an Indlan girl and “Dr. Ban-
ford,” an old school physician, were
most frequent. Many controls were
transitory but all were very pronounced
and distinet porsonalities;

Her firs} meeting with Lincoln waB
very impyessive. It was in December,
1862, Mrs. Lauvle, with whom Mlss
Colburn was stopping, received an’ In-
vitation to come io the ‘White House
and bring Miss Nettle with her, With
childlike simplicity she recelved the at-
tentions and questions of Mr. Lincoln,
Her embarrassment was noticed by Mr,
Laurle, who came to her reseue, and
while Mr. L. was talking Nettie lost
consciousneds and for an hbour was
“controlled,” talking, as she was alter-
ward informed, in 2 very' impressive
manner; informing those present of the
pressure that had been brought to bear
on the president and edvising him to
withstand all presayre; that the Kman-
cipation Proclamation weuld be . the
crowning act of his life. Lincoln was
ashed: "“Did you notice anything pe-
culier in the method of address?” He
glanced quickly at a full length portrait
of Daniel Webpter and replied: "Yes,
and it s very singular, very.” Turning
to Nettle and laying his hand on ber
head he gaid; “My child, you possess
a very plngular gift; but that it is of
God there is no doubt.”

Afterward, at other meetings, Dr,
Bamford advised the Freedman's bu-
reau, picturing the them condition of
the negroes, how they were herding to-
gether, and the fearful copdition they
were then in. This suggestion was
acted on afterward. Then again, at the
time the nrmy of the Potomac was at
its worst demoralization by desertions,
Lincoln was advised to go to the army
péreonally, which he dld. Many of the
old soldlers will remember that visit.

Mrs Bell ‘Mliler was a medium for
rhysical manifestations; the piano
would go up and down while she playsd
on it keeping time. At one tme Mr.
Lincoin and tbhree others got on to it
to keep it down, bhut without avall.
When some one remarked that “some
people wouldn't believe if told it,” Mr.
Lincoln gquietly replied, “bring such per-
sons here and let them slip a foot under
the leg of the plano and be convinced
by the welgat of evidence resting on
thelir understanding.” A joke that wes
appreciated with a hearty laugh..

The last Uime Miss Colburn met Lin-
coln she warned him of his approaching
fate. He turned half lmpatiently away
and sald: *Yes, I know, I have letters
from all over the c¢ountry from your
kind of people—medfums, I mean—
warning me againgt some dreadful
plot against my life, But I don't think
the knife is made or the bullet run that
will reach it.”

If any one who reads this shonld
wish a-more detailed account of Lin-
coln's 8piritualism they can get it by
gecuring a copy of “Waa Abraham Lin-
coln a Spiritualist?” 1 presume it can
be had of W. P,-Maynard, White Plains,
New York.

By the way, the above question s a
hard one to anewer. - There I8 no tell-
Ing who I8 who when we come to the
word “Splritualist,” and ask for a defi-
nition. There I8 no organized body
with rules and regulations or creeds
whereby a Spirftualist can be designat-
ed or ldentified. There was a time
long-haired men and short-haired wo-
men flocked together and professed he-
lief In certain hypnotic performances
as spiritual and word went out that
they were Spiritualists, Lincoln was
& Spiritualist as all are who are honest
and unprejudiced, willing to aceept a
fact ag we are glven to know facts, and
profit by the good there i8 In° them,
whether they come by way of ihe
known or the unknown.

1 mugt hasten, Iam taking too much
time and space. However, another il-
lustration, and then: Charles Foster,
because of hig wide notorlety and his
pecullar gifts, I wish to mentlon. He
exercised his gifts before the royalty
in Burope. Bulwer-Lyiton, the English
novelist, saw hiro, and engaged him for
a month. From these experiences the
“Strange Story” was written, 1 attend-
ed one of bis seances-—a parlor and ap-
purtenances, a brilliant chandelier over
a table, four by six, pad of note paper,
a vase of flowers, a card with the alpha-
bet, and five of us seated around the
table with Foster at the head. We
were requested to write the names of
four or five persong on the note paper,
about an inch apart, cut them off and
fold them twice, making a billet a guar-
ter of an inch wide. These we placed
hefore Foster a foot in front, thorough-
ly mixed. He would pick up one of
these billets, place it on his forehead
and repest the name, or ask to bave the
name pointed out on the alpbabet—ihe
alphabet was used but two or three
times during the evening—he would
then pass the billet to the one who
claimed to have written the name, who
would open it to find the name correct
.Jn every jnstance. One of the names £
wrote produced rather a startling ex-
hibition, On-placing one of tiie billets
to his forshead Foster says, “David,
Davig, & pecullar.character, any one
know him?” “Yes,” I gald, and the
paper wes passed back to me. 1opened
it and found “Peter Davie” written
there. “By G—d, this 18 a good place
to live in,” said he. .Foster reached his
Eand across the table, grasped mine
and shook ™ in - Peter's: chararcteristic
manner, saying: “By G-—d, I'm d—d
glad to see you.  We don’t swear much

‘bere but I want you to know who 1

am.” The table tipped on to one leg,
spilled over the vase of flowers and raps

cameé ag loud a8 would be ma.do wlth_

@ good-sized hammer,

.At other times the name would ap-
pear on his arm in blood red letters.
one resident of Pittsfield that I koow ot

can testify to this as afact, - - -

- Miss Mollie Fancher of Bmokly-n, .
Y., i3 another psychic wonder, tormerly
a stodent of Prof. Charles. West (one of
the Pittsfleld Wests) that I propose to
mentfon here: Doubtless she fa the
most remarkable phenomena, physleal-
1y; history has any record of, [ treas.
ure my acguaintance with her as the

most valuable' of ‘any . in my mental.

storehouse, - She was fiot a Spiritualist.

Perhapo I wlll take Yer up in'my next,

H. D. SISBON
oo -.a_(_.‘_.. .
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: A Mesnage Rocelved Through the Mev

‘for themaelves,

* diumship of Mra; Mary L. Kaiur,
of Fort 8=ott, Kanaau.

Slern justioe de{:reea that we must (10
mavy things that are unpleasont; if we
only dig the things most pleasing ta us
some one might suffer by omr selfish-
ness, 50 there is the law that all must
obey, that each may recelve hig just
Gues. When the time comes when each
¢an do what he desires without hin.
drance to his brother, there will be no
more need of law, but cach can be a
Jaw unto himself; until the people be-
come educated up to that point, there
maust be pomething to restrain them.

Broiherly love will wipe out all the
opporing forces and spirlt will be felt
to be the yullng power. We are strly-
ing to bring thie about, but the evil we
have to contend with 19 Hie a vast Gib-
raltar, almost Impregnable. Aggressive
spirits that know no such word as tafl,
Leep knocking away until the great
rock crumbles and falls; they are the
advance guards that lead the way for
others legs powerful to follow; there
are heights to climb that would make
the stoutest hesrts quail; there arve
depths to fathom that look fathomless,
but those sturdy spirits shrink oot at
the most difficult task but over lead us
upward and onward with words of
cheer 8o that we in turn can be able to
lead .those betow us into the higher
realms of thought. That fs. why you see
men doing such wonderful things,
reaching almost to the Gods in their
greatness, juat because thelr spirits are
more impresalonal and (hey are easily
impreased by spirit Tforces. They
pometimes do not know from whence

they receive their power and jinspira.,

tion, and go along blind to the true
state ot affairs; but the most of them
attribute it to unseen power, and tell
it not for fear of Leing misunderstood
and belng thought queer.

Strange whet a bugbear that word is
to most people; they would rather be
celled anything else.than queer; afraid
1o Jet thelr personality be known, and
keep In the beaten paths of tradition;
afrold to glve lhelr own interpretation
of things, or to branch out and ihink
for fear of belng
thought queer. It is strange that one
that doares advance a new thought in
any ljne musi be derided and laughed
at.

To mosat sensitive souls you might
rather point g loaded gun than the fin-
ger of ridicule; but for that the world
might he turther advanced to- day. ltis
generally the most sensitive that re-
ceive the highest Inspiration, those
strong in spiritealfty are usually weak
physically, and sensillve people
shrink from things a grosser nature
would not notice.

So sympathize, cheer and draw out
those retiring souls, and you may find
that you have been enterialning angels
unawares,

Shallow water makes the most noise,
but when you wish to find deep waler
you naturally locok for the qujet stream;
80 with thoughtfu) people, judge them
not unwise until you have sounded
thelr depths; tnere is always something
{0 be learned; scorn not the eimpte
things of life, for if rightly understood
they sometimes reveal the greatest

“wonder.

For instance, this litlle writing, it
you could see the condition it requires
to give it, you would not think it such a
simmple matter, but one of the greateat
scientific and spiritual achievements
known.

But familiarity breeds contempt, and
it seems no easlly dome that people
cease to wonder at it, and blame the
medium for not doing hetter

Often when well and satlsl’nctor!ly
done they accuse ihem of fraud, mind
reading and eo forth. No.wonder they
become discouraged, for only through
sympathy and falth can they do thefr
best work.

Prequently when ftravd J8 cried it is
in the sitter and not in the medium, 1t
people would do business more on the
trust principte, there would be less
fraud than there is now. Let persons
know you truat them, they naturally
wish to keep your good opinfon and will
do thelr best.

But let a person know you thlnlt him
a fraud or thief, and many times he
will turn out io be so. There are more
kinds of thjeves than one, and one of
the worst 18 the one ihat steals your
precious time, that could be employed
in doing 80 much good. Another is a
thiel of reputation who steals away
one's falr name without one thought ot
compunction, but woul¢ shrink with
gcorn from a material thlel.

There will be some great surprises
awalting many people when they cross
the great divide, Virtue will have
more meaning to them than simple con-
Jugal fidelity. They will open wide
their eyes when pronounced lacking in
virtue, The one that tarnishes a fair
reputation will be on the level with
other criminals and will receive lHte
punishment.

Salnt Paul, in deocr[bing a virtuous
woman mentions several attributes,
one of which iz the ability of controliing
the uwnruly. member, the tongue, Qut
of a full heart the mouth speaketh, and
if one have an impure heart he 13 lack-
Ing In virtue.

The way to { mprove the  world &nd
benefit manking s not to show up oth-
erg’ taults, but to flrst purge your own
soul of guilt.

Then will you be a shining example
to others, and by so.doing you preach
a greater sermon than ever 1 did in the
Plymouth pulpit.

The salvation of the world depends
on .just such evangelism. I would
rether be the one to save a soul from
self destructlon, than to win the great-
est battle ever fought.

Tu killing your brethren, you are
making homes fatherless, leaving chii
dren unprotected by a father's love, and
sending the mother out into the world
to' ind employment to keep her little
ones from starving.

Such was my campaign agajust ein,
and such it 18 now, and such 1 wish
yours to be. .

With all good wishes for your sue
cess, 1 remaln dear friends, yours truly,

Y WARD BEECHER,

The sbove messege Wwas recelved
through the mediumship of Mrs. Mary
L. Kafser, of Fort Scott, Kansag.

“The Molecular Hypothesls of Na.
ture.” By Prof. Wm. M. LocKkwood.

Prot, Lockwood is recognized ay one of
the ableat legturers on the spiritual ros.
trum, In this little volume he presants
in suceinct form the substince of his
lectures on the Molecular Hypothesls

of Nature; and presents his views as,

demonstrating a scientlfic basis of Spin
ftuallsm, The book is .commended to

-4ll.. who love to study— and - think

Prico 26 centa - -

“*Hanily Hlcctrical Dictlovary.” A
practicn! handbook of reference, con.
tainlng definitions of every used eleo-
trlool term or phrase. Prlce §1. .= .

" “Tho Light of -Bgypt”- ~ Volumes 1
and 2. -An ¢occult tibrary in itself, a
text-book of - esoterio - knowledge:. as
taught by Adepts of Bermatlo Phllﬂo
phy. ‘Price $2 rar volums, -

“Cantituity of Lite & Quemio mn.-

By Piof. Wi 3. Lockwood. I'he work of | or

latm:s.loclulthlk . B8
nXer, - . n'ml!

Every Day Lost Makes the Cure
Harder Unfil Relief From the
Horrible Pain and Deforme»
“ity is Beyond the Powe
" er of Man to Give,

RERD THIS RNNOUN(ENENT

“Poreyery peraon who sends_ his ad-
dreas £o ug we will gend—free and pre-
paid to try—a régular dollar pair of
Magic Foot Dratta, the great Michigan
Cure for rheumatism. 1f you are satis- .
fied with the relief they give yeu, you
can send us the dollar. if not, you
needn’t pay a cent for them, You de-
clde after a thorough trial,

Don't talie medieine, but test the won-
derfol Drafta at our expense. ‘I'hey
draw out the impurities from the blood
through the great foot pores, curing’
rhoumatism in every part of the body
without any of the bad after effects of’
medicine. We have many thousands ot
ters, from every
glate and from a
score of foreign
countries, saying
tostimonlal let-
that Magic Fool Drafts ¢id more good'
than all. medicines, curlng cases congid-
ered hopeless, after doctors and all
other treatments had failed. You can
see that we couldn’t afford Lo make an
offer like thls If the Drafts didn't actu-
alty cure, Write to-day toMagic oot
Draft Co,, X029 Oliver Bldg., Jackson,.
Mich,, for a rial pair of Drafts free on
approval. We gend also a valuable:
book (In colors) on rheumatism, Send.
no money—only your name. |

EXCELLENT SONG BOOKS.

Echoep From the World of BSong.
Volumes 1 and 2. By C. Payson Long-
ley. Cholee Imspivational souge, suit-
able for all occaslons. This book i#
well bound in cloth with gilt 1llustra-
tlon on cover, and frontisplece bearing
poriraits of Mr. and Mrs. Longley.
Words and musje, sheet music size.
Price $1 each; posiago 15 cents’ addl-
tional on each hook.

Longley'a Choice Colleclion of Beau-
tiful Songs. For public meetings and
the home. Words and music. Price,
board covers, 40 cents; cloth, (0 cents;
These songs of Professor L.ongley’s are
gotien up in most atiractive style, and
more lhan worth the swmall price asked.
for them.

Maoxham's Melodies, With Worde and:
Muslc. Songs, sacred and secular,
Price 1§ centa.

The Spiritual Harp. A collection of
voca) music for the cholr, congregation.
and soclal circle, by Dr. J. M. Peclles.
and J. O, Barrett. Price, $1.25.

Cosmlan Hymn Book. A coliection
of original and eelected hymns for lb-
eral and cthical soclelies, for schools
and the home. Compiled by L. K.
Waghburn. Price, paper cover, 50 cts.

Golden Echoes. A new collection of
original worde and music for the use of
meetings, lycoume and the home circle,
By 8. W. Tucker. Price, 15 centa,

Selected and Ingpirational Hymng for

FYRALE AR

Spiritealistic Gatheribgs. B Mrs,
Georgla Gladys Cooley. Words only.
Price, 16 cents.

The Spiritual Songster. By Mattle

L, Hal For the use of circles, camp-~
meotings and other Spirltualistic gath-
erings. Words only. Price, 10 cents.
The Lyceum Gulde. A collection of
muele, golden chain recitalions, mem-
ory gems, choral responses, funeral ser-
vices, programs for scssious, parlla.
mentary rules. Comiaining instrue-
tions for organizing and conducting ly-
ceums, for physical culture, caliathen-
jca, marchlag, banners, badges, sland-
ards, the Band of Mcrey, ete.  Compiled
for the use of progressive lyceums and
gocietles, by Emma Rood Tuttle. Price,
{cloth binding), 60 cents per copy, or
when ordered by the dozen, 40 cts cach.

INDU GE

Youe ﬁelghbor to Subscribe for The
¥ Progressive Thinker.,

Now s the time to extend the clreular
ton of The Progressiva Thinker. It
will contaln Occult and Splritualistie
pows with which every one should bs
familiar. No other paper published on
this earth containe such & vast amount
of matter 30 well adapted to enrich the
mind., Bendina subscrinuon now.

Discovery of a Lost Trail

BY CHARLES B. NEWGONMB,
Aathor of "All's Rishr. wl l.ho World." Cloth ng

Mr.
’ﬁ? () lllsb: with the Wor]d. \l’hlﬂl contjones (o tho
front renk of the Mclaphyeical books (hat eee Low a0
r. Tho great numicr who havo sedncheered
s chned Ly bin wi)) welcome snother book
b, l.h.u wino teacher whoso words of tiolp are dolng 80
ch to oo the world betler by makipz men snd
womcn better able to understond end cojoy It,

*Discovery of a Lost Trail"”

o piuds of ihat etrapge and bekntifq) l.hl.ns
but grand in 118 scholerly llmpnclt&u

1o atm
<alled iife.

will be In demsné by many whe have not
read metaphysical writinge. Price ¢1.50. oraeleu
¢his office.

A Stady ot
Elizabeth Barrett Browning,
By Lillan Whiting,

Author of “The World Beautiral,” "Rate Fleld,”

r Her Death,” **From D aand Sent," cto,

roAIR!

With portrllt. j6mo. Cloth, giit. Price 91.25. The

writer uf this *Btudy of Edzabeth Darrett Browning™

2:1; ;]lirooww.o the book Inte dvechapicrs, with sub-tities

LIVING WITH VIRIONS. “Summer Snow of Applo
Blonom * Music-Flow of Pinder; Friends ip the

!.om OF THE POETS. Tbe Prcn'gnred Friends
Vita Nouva: *On¢ Day, M{

IN THAT NEW WOKLD. Pl and I’oel.rr Tn Caes
Quldi; Florenline Days: Waiter Bavege Laniloy,

ART AND ITALY. lndlrldulll of Charactor; The
Chlne Esndu‘ Kate Fileld's Records: Mrs.

\i.!LIES oF FLORR‘NGB Pasttc Repk: EpIrIWll

Lawa; Modern Scientific Thought; The Coaides,
stion of Genlue.

For Enloat thie oﬁnc. -

In Tune with the Infinite

By Ralph Waldo Trine,

Within yoursolf lies ihe causo of whateyer enters
htoyour{lfo To coma intothe fol) realization of
your own awakoned Intcrior powers, [a 1o de ableta,
. condislon your 1fo fn encl acootd with wbat you~
would haveit.—~From Titie-Pag

OONTENTS —I. Pl'!llld-l!: 11 'Ihesnmma Factof
Julverse; 111, The Bupremsp Pact of Humml.ito.
IV, Faliness of Life—Bodlly Rcmh and \’l*or
Becret, Powér and Effect of Lovo; V1 om

snd Interior luuminstion; YII. The Realization ot
Perfect Ponce: V111, Comlug nto fullneuof PO Er;
1X. l’len{.; ot _All Thivgs—The Lewof ro; rlm
X H en _Hero Docome c?h
lndﬁavhn. X1. Tbo '.Bnllc Prin Ie ot &11 el onl
~The Universal Religion: X1I. Now loto
tbe Reajizasion.of the. Highsat Rlchu 0T 1sle b
lhlumoe. Pﬂce. mmll n.ﬁ,

WlmAll the World’s a-Soeking. _

“RALPE WALDO TRINE, - ettt :
iidtng his world from withing ghit Is
\ﬂ!darr‘tor- llmll te, e} furcca~eubue, Yital,
ltlble, omﬂ qu ~-and; according ea used do
Tmpoteaisce, piaco oF ndn.mcoel.
lun -—I"mn

“The aba obooku %;emtlml‘lrbqnndln RUAY-ETOLD
mtnﬁclu‘{-l.sllw e cen and goid,
,mmn l’tieo. (]!
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