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A SPIRIT MESSAGE
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praves are strewn with flowers to-day?
Jt I8 they who have died for their couns
iry, who have been Instrumental in
freelng the slaves of the SBouth and who
compelled the states which wanted (In
© the pixties). .to withdraw from (he
~Unlon, to remain in the Unlon; thess
£re the honored-dead of to-day, at ‘any
xato that i8 the answer which you
Hould recelve Bhould you ask t.hat ques-
on,
Those who hs,ve fought upon the
. bloody battle fleld. Thip day bas been
N Bet aside In memory of them,
K ~ But ! have not come to-day to tell of
the glories of the hloody wars, elther of

ancient or modern times, but inatead.

bave come to tell of & mightier Wwar,
which has heen in progress for over 65
years, and whlch 18 etill raging fn your
yery midst; although you may not know

. it, 1t $a.true just the same.
L -"But what of this war, you might ques-
: tlon me, and I would answer you, that
it 13 the bloodless war hetween Spirit-
ualism and the ¢reed-bound non-think-

Ing people of the world, .

-For ages it has heen taught by the so-
ealled holy church of God, that man
was not made to think, tbat he wasg_to
be held ‘'down by fear of hls master
God, and that he must only accept that

. whlch the pald thinkers or clergy
. might tell him was right for him to do.

- They told him how he must act in or-

-der 1o please God and in which way to

Berve him, and n which way not anger

him and what would be thelr reward for

pleasing bim; a life of happiness in the

-presenco of God himself, would be their

poruon if they were 8o fortunate,

If they did not find favor with this
God they would suffer the torments of
hell forever,

‘But_this condition 8 doomed not to
1ast, for the mighty. hosts of the living,

' (not the dead)} who .tohabit n world
~which 1les beyond tho change which lg
cplled death, mssembied and satd that
.....men and women were not ‘made to he
;. - Blaves {o any denominatlon or church,

- but. tht they should be freo to think
: and act a8 they thought was best, a.nd
© ' not o be compelled In order to
bappinese hereafter, to belleve this or
.- thet croed of any churdch
a nd eo.war, was. declared by the

‘\.&Pa"'d army of freed spirlts againat ig-
norance, superstition and the dogmes
of the past.

The-first shot which wag fired lu this
mighiy bloodless war was when in the
. Fox sisters’ home, the tiny knock was
\' Eiven, and when messagea came aaying
.Y we llve and there {8 no such thing ag

g neath to the soul of man,

* Then- it was when the masges of the
people heard these things, that they be-
came Irightened for fear of the safety
ot their creed and church.

. “In order to save themselves and their

- oreede from ruin, united in a desperate

. -battle {0 do away with the enemy, when
its ranks were thin, for they saw not
_'the mighty army whlch staod ready to
; relnforce the thin column of Spiritual-
- {6ts, who dared to proclaim that.that
fiod was not an angry being, but that
- he was loving aud meted out only jus.

", lice to his children as were thelr just
ﬂues that he sent none to hell becanso
Lhey din’ered in thoughts or in customs.
- -That the Infinite spar&t ot his belng.
- existed n all and through al. )

- :And 8o it was brought about, frlends,
"~ by the ald ot these mighty unseen
forces that the attacks of the ignorant
aid guperstitious people bad mno effect
in their attempt to crush out the bapd
of Spirltualists, for they withstood
‘thelr attacks and slowly but surely ad-
vanced.

Year by year thefr thin ranks have
swelled until to-day they stand not a
few In pumbers but a mighty army, de-
lermined with the Bid of the apiritual
—world- to battle and finally conquer ig-

norince and superstition, wherever it

ill! found In the world on which you now

ve,

. Its mighty power can be felt all over
the world to-day.

. -Many preachers of the churches are
" being jmpressed with itg mighty ailent

infinence; although they may not dare

to acknowledge tt, still it fs true.

It is all right to ecall it the work of
the- Devil 8o long as your home circle

‘(called death) comes into your home,
. ‘whenyou are ndt permitted - to see
& . Bome one's dear face or to hear thelr
. Ny voice, then it')s, when the bleeding
) '} heart i longing for tnat comfort, which
_i_no.other religion gtves, that they enter

hnow that the dear .ones have only laid

"] beautiful, that they atill lve, . and. iE
théy- will

\ fort, from the Tand of spirit, -

) Friends, the warfare s atilt mg!ng.
{bit:the soldlers (Spirltuplists) with s

cmdv

catter - flowera that will not fade
{noble deeds for the uplifting of human-
1Ly}, in mewory of those noble ploneers
who gave thelr life work.. for the ad-

remove the fetters ot creer;l bound und
. Gown-trodden. Kumanity.

"*Then et encH soul With ail its powera,
", Forever acek to be . Pl

“Asg perfect in itgelf ns llowera, RN
“Type of Dlvinity.,” = * ;-
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: 'rne chasities that suothe m\d ‘heal
- and bless are geatterad at the leel. ot
mah_iike flovwers——Wordsworth. -
- Pleasure soon exhauats us and ilselt
.. flso; but endeavor ncver does —-Rich
.'.Bl' R LRy

The bigot lor the moat pm‘t clinga to,

opinions ndopted without investigation, |-
npd;defended without argument; whila: |-

;1he a'lntolemnt of: thu opinlona of oth-

. Who are (he honored dead whose |

{s.unbroken, but when that ,change |

“the ranks of the Spiritualists, for they. |
aside the carthly garment far one, -more |

To

. only come Wwhere ‘conditions | |
' are right. they receive words of com- |

- \eourage that never falters, are bravely
endiirlng the missiles-hurled by the en

. yancemnent of that religion ‘which will.

_fleld, and; ity - name’ I8

" Uitited ‘States. -
’ maater mindg; debated for monthe in
1a

“f Yeiis p man than the late Willlam Ewart,

'healtnta to gay thal the Constitutlon js.

Wh@t Does Spnmt@n@ﬂﬂsm M@&m‘?
‘What Is Spiritualism Doing for Hrumanity? What More ﬁa&a It Do than Push Forward the Truth of lmIHOITﬂ'lTY_Q?_
f;; " These Are Some of the Questions. that Are Discussed from Week fo Week in This Paper.

The Phenomena are all ri ht but the soul of man hungels for more ligh

ﬁelds are searched by our sclenhﬁc corps of wnters every Week and if you wmh to keep pace. wmh the mosh a,dvanced thoughh, you must rea,d and study.

A High Standard of Social, Moral and Intellectual Culture s Demanded

WE INVITE THE SPECIAL ATTENTION .OF
OUR READERS TO THE FOLLOWING ARTIOLE
BY GEORGE B. FERRIS, A PROMINENT SPIRIT.
UALIST OF GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. THE EDIT-
ORIAL FROM THE NEW YORK WORLD BPEAKS¢
IMPRESSIVELY IN FAVOR OF MUNICIPAL
PURITY--PURITY IN THE ADMINISTRATION
OF CITY GOVERNMENTS, THE COMMENTS OF
MR. FERRIS ALSO SPEAK VOLUMES IN FAVOR

'OF PURITY IN CONNECTION WITH THE

GRANDEST TRUTH EVER PRESENTED TO MOR-
TALS~-SPIRITUALISM. .IF MUNICIPAL PUR-
ITY 18 NECESSARY, IS NOT SPIRITUAY PURITY
IN OUR RANKS, DOUBLY 807

As set forth in an editorial in the New York World,
some years ago Mr. S

crature to newspapers on the syndicate plan. Find-

-ing himself in the way of sceuring regular supplies of

interesting reading matter he started a magazine. For
some time he conducted it on the usual magazine basis
of entertainment and sugar-coated information and
won suceess on that line. .

Then Mr, MeClure waoa struek Wlth an idea. Pcr»

lhiaps it would be more accurate to soy that the idea’

gradually took possession of him. Tt wes the concep-
tion of continuous publie service by the unbiased in-
vestigation and description of dangerous tendencies
in American life, Of course every magazine from
time to time had published able articles dealing with
some phanse of wrong and suggesting some nceded re-
form.. What Mr, McClure did was to make this work
systematic and, persistent, to describe realities with
absolute f rankness, to ayoid preaching and to let the
facts produce their own impression upon the public
conscience.

The lgbor tronbles of 1902 gave the first opportun-
ity. The facts about the anthracite strike were laid
hare in a series of articles, and these were followed by
others describing such thmgs a8 the career of Sam
Parks in New York, the conspiracy of capital and la-
bor in Chicago, the Labor Trust in San Francxseo and
the anarchy in Colorado. . - - -

Tni the autumn of the same Yyear Mr, meoln ‘Stef-
fens struck the lcad that has produced his blistering
book, *“The Shame of the Cities,”’ and*Miss Tarbell
began that extraordinary I{lstory of the Standard 0il
Company which gives us the same ingight into the na-
ture of trusts in general that the medical student
gains of cancers from a scientific deseription of 2 typ-
ical ease. Thus enlightenment has been proceedmg
along three distinet hines.

It is an interesting fact that while Mr. McClure and
his writers have been educatmg the publie they have
been educating themselves.' They did not start with
preconceived notions of what they were going to find.
When Mr. Steffens began to investigate corruption in
St. Louis hc thought he was on the trail of the ‘“ward
politiciang’’ who-are so widely supposed to have suc-

ceeded by some mysterious miragle in enslaving free

American eommunities. He discovered to his surprise
that these politicians were only. the humble servants
of the ‘‘substantial eitizens’’ whose reluetanee to en-
ter the ““filthy pool of polities’’ erities of our institu-
tions are accustomed to deplore. 'When he realized
the truth he told it unsparmgly ““The business
man,’’ he paid, ‘‘has failed in politics as he has failed
in eitizenship. Why$" .
Becausé polities iz business. That’s what’s the |
matter with it. That’s what’s the matter with every-
thing—art, )iterature, religiop, journalism, law, med-
icine~—they 're all busingss, and all—as you see them,
Make politics a sport, as they do in England, or a pro-
fession, as they do in Germany, and we’ll have—well,
sémethmg else than we have now—if we want it;
which is another question, ® ® * The commerdial spmt.
is the epirit of profit, not patriotiem; of eredit, not
honor; of individual gain, not national prosperlty, of
trade and dickering, not prmclple
sacred;’’ says the businesa man in hig heart. *‘What-
ever prospers my business is good; it must be.  What-
ever hinders it is wrong; it must be, A bribe is bad;
that is, it-is & bad thingto ‘take; but'it is not'so bad to

give one; not if-if ig »necessnry ito: any!: business.’”

“Busmess is business’” ia not a political sentiment; but
our politician has eanght it

MISB Tarbell’s “Hlstory of Standard 011" exhlblts

Upon this very Important question
we fnd the following ringing patriotic
words from the pen of Rev, Thomas B.
Gregory, In the Chicago Examiner:

JAnew politieal organlzation i in' tho
“The Unitea

ognize God.

Christian Party.”
‘The object-of this pn.rty is the refor
.mation of the Gonstltut!on or the

The immortal document dratted by permitted now and

torlc. convenl{an ot Philagelphia,
fifiglly ratifleit 'y the ‘&thces—ihe
ﬁocument which was pronounced by no

ness sertously.

Gladstone. to. be the -noblest plece of
work that was ‘ever-toncelved by "the
human . intellect—ig, in the opiniom of.
the new party, a:very poor. affair a.!tari
all.

The len‘ders of (he new pm-ty do not

country. We find

- immoTal—yes, ‘downtight. wicked. - - .stridesion:
rengon for stch extraor:
dinary cha and ithat reshon i858

-ply‘thisthe: Goustlmuon dous not: ¥es.. o

. S. McClure was selling light-lit-'

“My: business is-

“t God 1] the Constntu‘uon

For Tlhs Purpose “The Umted Chrstian Party” Has Been
0rgamzed in “Free Amenca.” e

The gentiemen of . tha United Chris-
tlan party are, like Abrabam of old, the
“friends of God ¥ and they are . ln Q.
heap of troudle ;or féar that- Gnd will’
pot get what belongs to Him. -

They want the Amerlean people to
“recoguize God” ln thelr Conatitution,

-It'was old Dr. Sam.Johnson, I Jelieve,
who said that while f& ‘man might be

ish thing, it shonld not lie atdwed to :
ingiat-upon people qa-klng his foollsh- :

In Imagination, while tieso Tidiant
Summer'days are on, We go outinto the " fr

midst of & rich meadow, .

wayes ahout us, and in the Brass ars in:

numcrable crickets, ants; grasehoppers
.and other linds of the bug tribe.

.In-the meantime, the sun; IimngK m

8¢li above the eastern hilly
“toward. hls

-y
T
<
.

this dcstruetwe, anti-soeial’ pressura for belﬁsh advan-
tage from ancther point of view, as My; Réy Stannard

Baker’s labor articles do from still anoiber.. It shows
how men of the most exemplary personal morality
and piety can act in business matters with:the callous
‘unscrupulousness of Dyal head-hunters. By the sim-
ple forée of dispissionately stated facts it refutes ev-
‘ery claim advaneed for the trusts as mstruments of
social advaneement.

It has been said, for instance, thut i¢ Standard Qil
Company has been a great national b neﬁt beeause it
hag orgunized and developed a chaotie mdustry, re-
duced the prlce of oil to the consunier.anid- ‘promoted
our trade in foreign markets. : Mids Tarbell shows
that all these processes were in full-swi ¢ when the
oil industry was free, that all the difidulties of the
busmoss had been conquered by the imdependent pio-
neers in the foce of the most eruel hardships, that they
had invented every important devies:fop relluem g the
cost of production and transportation, that they had
developed the foreign market ““until it included al-
most every. country of the earth--Ching, the East and

Wost Indies, South America and Afriga”’—and that.

thirty-three years ago they had raised their product
to.the fourth place among the. exports bf the United
States. And all this, they thought was only a begin-
ning.

Tife ran swift and ruddy and Joyous urfhese men,
They were still young, most of them undens-forty, and
they looked forward wnth all the éhgcrtless of the
young who have Just learned their powel‘g, ‘to years
of struggle and development, Theyiwould: solve all
these perplexing problems of overpro,ductwn, of rail-
road discrimination, of speculation,” “They would
meet their own needs. They would Bringzthe oil re-
fining to the region where it belongdd. They would
male their towns the most beautiful in:the world,
‘There was nothing too good for them, no:bmg they
did not hope and dare. '

Suddenly, at the very heydey of ﬂns conﬁdence a
big hand stretched out from nobody.knows: where, to
steal their conquest and throttle their future. The

suddenness and the Blackness of the pssailt on their |

business ‘stirred to the botfom thelrumaﬂhood apnd
their sense of fair play, and tha wholé region riite in
o revolt whieh is scarcely aralle Ed i ‘the cbmmerelal
" history of the United Statg

How this revolt was suppressed andath‘enii“busmess e

monopolized by methods ranging t‘mm sn‘ate‘gy,
crime .is shown in exhaustive detail.~ ’
Mr. MeClure has diseovered that the first step to-
ward curing an evil is to male it known... He.
found that 8 magazine nedd hot be conﬁned to. pmk-
tea entertainment, but can’ be aa formidable an agent
of reforming Pubilclty a8 is & newspaper, *‘I am o
journalist,’* says Mr, Steffens. “‘My purpose®®* *
was, a8 I’ sa1d above, to gee if the ghameful facts,
spread out in all their shame, would not burn through
our civic shamélessness and set fire to American pride.
That was the journalism of it.’” 'That wes why he
told of such things as the ‘‘ joke’? of the Phlladelphm
boodlers who ‘‘comnted out the ‘diyvy’ of their graft
in unison within the chime of Independence Hall.”
“The ‘worl Mr. MeClure has been deing'is one that
any agazme or any newspaper might . have been
predid to do. - It onght to have been’ dohe before. If
be true that some respectable cortnphomsts have
résented it socially, their action is a'médal of honor,
They are the ‘“Enemies of the Republic’’ whom Mr.
Steffens has branded.  Their hostility is* an inspira-
tion. - It shows that something is beitip a.ecori)phahed

JLetus hope that the McClure 1dea will have many imi-

T

3.

tators, -

The first step in the adva.neement oﬁ truth a.nd
lmowledge is the removal of the erroneous opiniong
prévailing, the elimination of the felseiand mislead-
g ideas that find aceeptance, in order tliat they may
not retard:and prevent the aceeptance of the truth.

'The firat. step in the betterment of social and polnt-
ical -conditions is the removal of the’coFrapt and in-

.competent offieials from the control of- gdvemmental.
affairs, the exposure of the éxtent and méviier of their

corruption and incompetency ; and thei the substitu-
tion .of honorable, mtelllgent and re.spohsihle officials
in their stead,

The first and most xmportant move: m the advance-
ment -of“true religion is the elimingtion of all false,
misleading, of unverifiable doctrines ‘thé removal of
* gll vmtrathful, immoral, u.nprmclpled {and’ ingompe-
tent. teacliérs- ‘and leadefs; an(l t.he el}dorsemeut of

ki

grass blade and” weed and ‘Hower, and

esplendent thidg up hem in the me-

-Tidian?.. .
b And i now. down a€ond téet o notlce

o whole lot: of: grakhha?iaers ants,
‘crickets, files, and hther Yinsects who
'-__seemtohemagrea:fc

.. - .ore holding a convedti
. .goalzing a new parly;

eyhare geiting

- ready 10 enter, a\golems pritest agalnst
the wickedness. ﬂnd ¥rimoritity of those
crickets,’ gmsahoppe!' -'a.n'll other bugs .

" party are the friendd ot (64, and they

-are’ mightily. afratd™® thit* the great

source_of light ‘abd’ nm wl!l “be neglect-
w

then to say a fool- .

3 [or Ry rec-
e insects, any
eed o; ‘favors

_ourselyes :in’; the:
Thetall £rass: t

A great manY )
‘United Sta
od, - uti

'l‘he splendor crowns every clod n.nd'

-the whole scene 1a dije Erend proclama- -
tion of the power pnd!benefcence of the

‘ politiea) chart of the great Republic..”

motion. They
"lhey are or- .of\the peoplo In this-couotry are Chris-

e 5 ) ~ cltizen.
“These Insects arb?’the frlenda of the
. sun, just-ag the genflémdintof the new.
“conntry is a clvil, not an ecclesiastical

for us' we will see to it that the Bepn.m
‘tion is forever malutained,

1 American people replying ag follpwa to

" worehip-a8 he Ppleases, or; It he 18 60 in:,
{ \;

W ArTh Spmtﬂsﬁs

only the most indubitable doetrines, and the’ employ-
ment of only those workers and leaders whose- integ-
rity and ability are beyond question.

One prominent Spiritnalist. has recently made the
statement that ‘‘Spiritualists should geriously ask if
this hue and cry of fraud is not really detrimental to
the best interests of the movement§”’  Proceeding
further, he says: “‘ Again, the maJorlty of Spiritualists
believe in the results of ‘suggestions.’ Dges not this
eternal ery of fraud suggest it to others? It certainly
invites unserupulous people into our ranks to try to
foist off-their frsudulent phenomena onus, and the
gpeakers and pross have Deen telling these people for
years that it not only could, but was heing done all
the time, A standing invitation for them to ‘come
and do likewise.” '

1t certainly must require o vivid 1magmatloq‘ to ac-
cept the statement that the earnest desire for genuine
phenoniens, and the 4ntense hatred and unequivocal
denunciation of fraud will in any way suggest the
practice of fraud to anyone, or attract the attention of
undegirable characters toward our ranks. It weuld
appear to me that instead of attracting frauds, the in-
tense hatred of friud and the desire for the truth
alone, would, by mental influence, cause the frauds,
such as were susceptlble to such tboughts, to turn to-
ward an honest means of gaining their livelihood ; for
when such thoughts as these entered the mind they
would apalken cvery latent moral impulse and cause
an intense repulsion of fraud and a desire for moral
progressien.

Nor would thoge who eould not receive the mental
impressions be drawn to this field of operation. The
desire on the part of Splr)tuahsts to .expose fraud
wounld prove to them that it would not only be unsafe
but unaveiling es well. And furthermore, it is safe
to assume that every trickster who sees a Spiritualist
paper is aware of the extent of the fraud being prac-
ticed, and silence on the part of Spiritualists would
lead them to belicve that we were unaware of the ex-
istence of fraud, and that econsequently they would be
in mo danger of detection if they eommitted fraud.

. Turn again to the above editorizl from the New
York World. Read it carefully once more, and note

-its application to the present conditions to be met
with ;jn Spirituslisin. “Cgn we not draw a valuable .

lesson' from its. consideration? '"Mr. McClure has dis-
ceovered-that the’ first step toward curing an evil is to

_make it known.) " Thig seéntence shonld Turnish food

for reflection for:those who argne that the constant
reiteration of “‘this hue-ahd ery of fraud'’ tends to
28 make matters worse; for what applies to cities is 2lso
true in eonnection thh any business, cult, sect, or re-
ligion—if corruption exists therein, 'it should 'be ex-
posed, for it will not dizappear unless some persistent
and intelligent effort is made to overcome it.

One dishonest official casts discredit on the entire
community :: one dishonest medium casts auspncxon and
doubt i #ll othiers, and cspecially on those in that
partieulat phase wherein the fraud is discovered.
And they are both allowed to exist for the same rea-
gon: because publlc opinion has not been aroused to
the extent of giving approval and aid in the work of
reform, and the minimizing of the danger has only
caused matters to hecome worse and worse,

For thousands of years mankind has been kept in
ignorance by designing and wnserupulous priests and
ralers, and ‘during ell these years erime and. fraud
held unintereupted sway, but with the education and
enlightenfnent of the masses, there came the demand

for honesty and ability in those who held positions of
-trust, and the only reason for the . existence of so

many frauds in politics and in religion is because the
vast mn]onty of people are mot aware of the extent of
their depredations.

“Of -conrse every magazine from time to tlme had
published-able articles dealing with some phase of
wrotig and suggesting some needed reform. What Mr.
MeClure did 3 was to malke this work systematic and
peraistent; to deseribe realities with absolute frank-
neds; to avoid preaching and to-let the facts produce
their own impression upon the public conscience.
“‘Such has been the work accomplished in the field of

.gocia) and political reformy, and in religion the need
_for persistent and systematic effort for reform is just

as great. . What has been the result of Mr, McClure’s
efforts! Has the public conscience become eorrupt

‘through ‘‘suggestions’” received in reading of the

cmmma‘nty ‘amd frand exposed$ Instead of inereas-

-husiness and government affairs

NO 76!

" Are You at all Infefested in Them? If Not, Why Not?

t, seeks the Philosophy of the Phenomena, reads the truth from the oceult side. ’I‘hese blbad

since - publicity has not caused niore corruption in

here is no reason to

suppose that incessant effort on ‘the part of Spiritusl- -

isty to exposc and eradicate frand will do otherwise -
than cleanse and purlfy the moral atmosphere of the
cause,

Social, political and religious progression can only,
vesult from earnest and industrious effort to separate
truth from falsity, honesty from dishonesty. Allow,
frands to flourish, silence every mention of their
methods and the extent of their work, and you pro-
vide the exact conditions they need for the perpetra-
tion of their worlt, On the contrary, expose their
methods, direct attention to their work and they no
longer have the ignorance and credutity necessary
for theixr operations, They know full well that if at-
tention is directed toward them they will be obliged
to turn their attention to other means of gaining a liv-
ing, consequently they say: ‘‘Let the frands alope;
error cannot harm the truth, Search for honesty and )
you will not be troubled with the frauds, The her-
alding of the fraud only defiles the whole movement."’

‘When Spiritualists learn to reason upon such state-
ments, they will find them but a subterfuge for the
purpose of diverting attention from the reul issue. If
the *‘heralding of frand”’ defiles the whole movement,
certainly the mere existence of it will do likewise.

What weuld have been thought of our government
had it tricd to “whitewash’’ the postoffice scandal in-
stead of probing the malter to the bottom? What
will be thought of Splrntuullsm if it tries to conceal
the evidence of fraud in its ranks and does not deter-
mine the character of its expounders and demonstra-
tors? Some fraudulent mediums have been exposed,
We know there are more of the same class, What
shall we do about it? Seck to hide the evidence of
their work for the shame their exposure would cause?

Nationg have gone Jown to deeay and death be-
cause of the load of error they had accumulated ; re-
ligions have done likewise. Spiritualism holds a vast
array of truth; it aleo’ contains some error, These
errors do not yet outweigh the truths; but is any ef-
fort being made to prevent them from increasing and
gaining control at some future day? You say, '"Er-
ror camnot harm the truth,”” What authority have
you for this statement?. You say that all the truths
of pagt rehglons have carried down the ages and live
st the present tiie. ' Grant that such i the case.
What-has become of the original systemst.. Gone
down td decay while the gems of truth hdve been res-
cued from the rubbish to form the basis for new re-
ligions,

Spiritualism has absorbed the truth from every re-

ligion to which it has added more of its own discov- ~

ery, All religions contain some truth and many of
them hide it under & mountain of error. Spiritualism
contains but little error compared with older forms of
helief, It has not had time to accumulate them. But
are we makjng any effort to prevent the spread of er-
ror? And furthermore, unless gome effort is made to
avoid the mistakes of the past, Bpiritualism will fol-
low in the path of dead Teligions, while out of its ruing
the truth it taught will rise to be incorporafed in new
religions. This is the inevitable destiny of all organ-
izations that do not answer the requirements of a pro-
gressive age. Every Spiritualist desires to sec Spir-

itualism, as an organized religion, made as eternal as
the human race, and the only method by which this
can be accomplished is by carefully discarding all er-

rors as fast as discovered, and by continually adapt-
ing itself to the requirement of an advancing civiliza-
tion.

The work being accomplished by MeClure's Maga-
zine shonld furnish a valuable lesson for Spiritualists
to consider. It can be copied with profit by the Spir-
itualistic press. Spiritnalism will accomplish nothing .
more than an ordmary v1ctory over superstltnon, ig-
norance and crime, until its progressive friends de-
mand a high standard of social, moral and intellectnal
culfure among its advoeates, and permit and sanction
the fearless discussion of all the various problems that
are encountered. Let us have light upon the errors
as well ag the facts of Spiritualism. The mistakes of
the past and present will lead to future successes if we
avoid repeating them; but if, on the other hand, we
refuse to consider them, and even deny their exist-
ence; they cannot do otherwise than lead us on to
greater mistakes and ultimate ruin. By considering
the present mistakes of Spiritualism we ecan insure
its future success, make it as eternal as the race, and

ing the number of dishionest officials the effect of this “the accepted religion of all enlightencd mankind,

_work hus been to eause honesty to be demanded and

the purely temporal a.f.falrs at the peo-
plé of “United States of America.”
1t i3 neltlier religlous nor irreligious,”
it neither afitrms God nor denies Him;-
it simply attends.to its husiness as the

. "Thig i3 a Christian country,” the
new party. cIaImx The claim is a false
one.. - -

It 18 pmbab]y true that the ma]or!ty

Showerma_n_. .

tiahs, but the nation is neither Chris-.
tian nor. Pagan, Catholic nor Protestant,
Jew nor Mohammedan, ..

- So far ag. the' constltutlon fa con-
cerned religlon 18-at the option of’ the .
He may have any kind he
likes, or none at all, if he "0 plenses.

In-p word, the governmment . of this

alfair; an eartllly democracy, not 8
heaveénly theoeracy.

‘With wisdom, X believe, our fathers
coricluded to separate the state from
the church, and it we know what is well -

where, -
“Unlesy 1 am greatly” mlétnkeu. .
(hink I can heax the mighty Yoice ot tha :

the crazy demand of thiy new. party:
- “Under this flog of. oul*a & man may .

) Swlmr flown time's céageless river,
"And we linger on Its verge, -
. Listening now, and Mstening ever,
For the ocean’s distant surge;
- And our eyes grow dim withwatching
On the way that lies between;
. Falrer.flelds thera must be . some-

Mcadows clothed n brlghter green,

Ever green, the flelds of chiidhood, .
When we kmew net cares or tears,

‘To our. yearning alght rveturning 7
Throngh the miaty vele of years,

" Been tlie falrest and the rarest -

_ “That our eyes have ever seen, -

.. And:they: live in memory’s tablety-

L Dreeaeﬂ ln mbes o! vanml

Grand Rapzds, Mich.. GEORGE B. FERRIS.

-
A BEAUTIFUL POEM.

Ml the Editor' I cannot reslst the
teniptation ' {o. dccasfonally”’ ‘send - &
productiof my: gleankng in the flelds of
poetry and song:and spiritimlity.. Here
fs another poem of Nature by Irving C.
‘H. V. SWERINGEN.

Whén the dew ]s on the roses
‘In the balmy days of June,.
Verdurs o'er the land reposing,
- Birds and broola. in sweet attune;
Far away acrass the waters :
~ Flashing bright, with silvery sheen,
. Bathed {n morning'e radiantsunbeams
.. Lie fair fields of Ilvlng green

Al our sighing shall be over

*  As we view the distant scene, ¢
- For-behold! the fields of Kden

*  Stand arrayed in fadeless green.

1

American Grange for Woman's Equality

.The American Grange Bulletin and
Scientific Farmer, the official represen-
tative of the National Grangse, In a re-
cent {saua published “The Grange Dec-

- laration of Purposes,” and in announc-
ing ita “Idenl of Womanhood,” sald: -
" “The Grange was the first of traternal
‘organizations to recognize woman's
equality with man—a fact that i8 of
‘lasting honor to the fonnders of the Or-
der of Patrons of * Husbandry. It Is
worthy of particuiar note that the right
- of woman :t0 an equal voice and vote
in Grange meetings was not formerly.
almounced but simply taken [or graut-
ed, 'I‘here wag no struggle for rights;!

but a8 man and woman have equal re-
gponsibilities in the home, It wae natu-
rally and properiy assimed that they.
should stand on a common level’ln an
_ organization niade wp of the home heep-

... The position of the Grange, rénrespnt- ’

ing ab it doeg the great body of Amer

~ feprr favmers. {s-the atrovgest pessible
. assurance of the eventful establishment

.. of woman suffrage. My constituency,”

- ‘gatd-Goneral Jackson, "beglns with the

- first. crossroads out of town.” | Wit
the Grange and the Fedcralion ot Labor

ther¢ waa no demand for privilegesy . .

ing people of the country.” v

’

.

AR

on-the Eldo of woman sut[raxe, suecesa
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- AnmaiReport for 19039504, of Presl:

dent +H. W.° Richardjon, '
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' In'ebmpliancs with the roquireinents

.comey my duty ns president of the New'

" 'York State Assoclation of Bpiritualists |

{0 submit to s -oflicers and membera

- pysembled in this" convenilon, my -aD<

yoal report of theprogress of itg affairs

during the Iast fiscal year, end in the
- performatice of this duty it glyes me
- pleasure to be able to state that the

yeir now closing Las. been one of prog-
ress. While the additions i member-
ship end in suxiilary socletids mw?I not,
shown the increase we all would' ave

-boexn glad to see, stl]] the Increased.eon-

fidence and esteem clearly {ndieated: in
the attitude of non-Jpiritualists {oward
pur“assecfation, and our work, augurs
much for its permanency sfid’ f.tlture- ine
finénce,

To persons who come in totich Witb
-thinking people it is clearly & pm‘ent
ghat a-larger number pf' pers’l)n ‘ere’in.
terosted fn Splrftualisi, and are study-

- ing ifs phenomenn and {15 philosophy,

L,

than &ver Lefore In the history of the:
movement, and the general pudblic are’
giving the ‘organized movenient great-
er consideration, and I unhesitatingly”
assert that our {nfluence &S en organ-
jzed body I8 greater than it was one
year ago.

The 'opposition to organlzatlun W‘Ilich
was sq strenuous during the early years
of the life of the Natlonal Spiritualists’
Assoclation, has now practically van-
ished, and the . Spirituzlists now see:

" that it js but an effort to unite our
- forees into a2 methodically working

body along business lines, and to make
il o strong fortress of defense for our

- cause in every possible direction, " -

Missionary Work,

" Is accordance with instryctlons from
!Je staté board, wbich I have endeav-
ered io earry out, Mrs. T, U, Réynolds
was cogaged as state misslonary, adad |

- while. I-bave not studled her report,

which sho will ‘harself preseat to this
conventlon, I helleve at least onethird
part of the year bas be¢n devoted by
her especially to this work. Mrs. R, W.
Barton, of Binghamtop, was engaged
for one month, and served faltbfully
during that {ime. She wlil presumably

. present her report to the convention, -

Besides this, Mrs. A. G. Atchison; of
Buifalo, has under my.advice and co-
operation, materially assisted in pro-.
moting the interests of the pszociation,
as well a8 the cause in general, by her
untirving efiorts in the western part of
the stste. In her generous sacrifices
and untiring efforts in the Niagara
Tralls soclety, she hes shown that her
love for the cause counts for more to
her than can be measured in dounrs
and centa.

All of theso noble workers have, in
my opimton, dome fatthful service for
the State, and whilethe result in added

" socleties {8 Dot so great, the way ‘I8

paved in several places, and if judi-
clously followed up will, in my opinion,
rezult in the addition of several good
working societies, in the near future,

We have continued the policy of re-

. fralning from organling socleties ups

less we Dbelieved they were strong

" -enough to hold together and do good &f-

foctive work. It looks giittering to see
reports of socletles organized over the
country with two or threo deys* werk
by the missfonar{es, but the trail of
wrecks that usuaily follows such glltter-

. ing reporte makes the lasl: estal:e wurse

' than the firat..

We nave endesvored; lu gotar-as-was'

consistent. to assist- the weaker socle- |-

ties, and in’my opinion, the missiongry
work done this year has Toen sRective,
and of- lasting benefit to our cauge.ih’
the‘Eu:fpire State. 5
Gamp-meetings, - ..
Sta.ta days were granted our

: State.
Assocla.uon. at the City of Light AB~

rembly, or Lily Dale, and az Freeﬂ}le
camp.

At the former place the state associa
tlon was represented by Mrs. ‘T'wing,
Mis. Reyunlds, Mra. Duhl, of Elmira,
and myself, of the state board. Weo-
were assisted by several state worl{ars
and new interest was awakened o our
organized movement among those pras-

At Freeville camp, Mrs, Reynolds and:
mygelf were booked to apeak, but ill-
bess prevested my presence, and Mrs.
Reynolds was the only representative
of the state board present. Neverthe-
less, the meetlng was successful‘in ev-
ery way, and several indgividual merm-
berships to our state assoclation were
received. Mr, Coston, Mrs, Travis and
others rendered substantisl servica to
tho state on State Day at Freeville,

At North Collins, the "Priends of
Human Progress,” the oldest Spiritaal-
fst camp mssoctation in existence, a suc.
cessful meeting was held in"June, and
aghin in’ September. 'At the ' latter]
méeting I assisted by ebntributlng what '
I conid fn carrying out the programme,
and the meeting was, [ belleve, a profit-
able ope. .

Arrangements have giready been
made for a State Day at Freeville the -
coming summer assembly, and your.
bumble servant has condented to- he

-present and assist in the exercises on
- that ¢

ay.
_ . Mass-Meetings,
. & ‘very muesessful mass-mesting wa.s

- _held in Buftalo Jenuary 16, 18 and 17,

1204, The array of talest tncluded Dr
B. F. Austin, .Lyman C. Howe, Editor|
Bach, of the Sunflower, our second vice-.
presldent and missionary, Mrg,- N I
‘Reynolds; F. Corden Whits, the t,eet

medlum; Mrs. A. G. Atchison, Chas. F. '-
' i of ter illneas the meeting was post:

Hulbert of Buffalo, your humble serv-
ant, and others, Financially a goodly

© sum wed astted to the sSiate treasury, |
- and the cause was given pew meetus

" " dam, the home of our worthy.

. ‘grove meeting was held,.

{n-that city.-. -

In July I was invited' to West Pots-
trdatée,
Mrs, Laws A Holt, where an ati-day }
State -mis-
_gionery, Mrs. Reyiiolds and mygelf gave
of pur thought and iospiration, and alt

" seemed to feel that the mesting was &

“'grand success. . That faithful,-

-loyal

" rapregentative of Northern New -York

- on the state board, Mrs. Hoit, seomed to
. think the meeting, which was rezlly &
. Northern Now

York . msass-meeting,
would result in helpfulness in her ef-

“'forts to npbulld our stute assoctation in
~that part of the state. s

- An all-day meeting wns held at Ni-

"‘apara Falls fn the mosth of Janwarv.

" Brother Lyman C. Howe, Mra,  T. -U.

" Revnoldg, Mrs. Atchison and myseil

- Qeorge Jones, Irom Akron, was present
- ‘.the entirg day, and his ipspiring songs
- contributed largely. to the success of

7. comprised the array of talent.: Several
. Spiritualists wero p_reaant. from Bufialo,

@Aliron and gurrounding ‘towpa, Bro

the mecttng:  The feast of ong and in-

- gpitation’ gave new llte to the: work in

- ihat eity,’

Elaborata" preparationd . wore mads

4 for the holding of & five day maes mest-
ing; in the city of New Yotk ths it
wedk of Mey,.in thls year, dnd &-grand' |

' meetlsg would nodoubt havd heon the
,_res It, hag it.nbL been for thiy sudd
il govera illnesa of our resldent Trok{™
t‘ge, mss mrie ‘Fltimaurice, . who ‘bad {-

Interesting

Jap geryice,
adult class was forming a ciyele in

ing By and.By."” .

hag-énough of them.””

s
fur us-to consider, -
nominations?

euabled them to gived’

power of mortal understanding,.

are contyolled by mental laws.

ture,

olic church

me, ‘It i our custom.”’

tomed to.
feelings."

group.in front of the altar,

‘the . cruelﬁx

the mommg service..

poned indefinitely,

I would einphasize the tmpoﬂance
of mass, meétings as an efficient means

that thesystem be cm:t.lnued. and that .
the.pumber. of such meetlngs e in-
-ereased fiom year to yoar,4s- c.imum
stances.-seem, b favor 7 v

“Medical Legislatlon. .

- In 8o far as has come to my knowl
-gidge no attempt bag been made by our
State Legislature during the past year
‘to further pbridge.the exercise of spir-.
{tual glfts by the citizeun of New York
State. .

2 It is quite pmbable that the nﬂl-
cers of .tha Medicat-Association and
ihe representstives from other speclal
privilegés with which medivmship in
gome of it varled forms meay touch or
‘come in, competitton, have not forgot
tcn the conteat that was put up by our -
state - assoclation three years ago, but
we.must pot assume that higotry and
tolerance liave-been outgrowa, -An ins
.stance and proof of this is seen {n a rev
cent:otelrmonesd in- g small city fn the
~wastern part-of the state. *We hired'a

. thet ¢lty, and & lady who bed been 8
embernlma(‘.a‘ihouc church Was act: .

~ive’in #galstise’ tn"the detal arnage-

-ments for the eeting. SN

: brayed af the Meetmg of 3. Clegg erght

'l'he thnd Stmdav in Margh the First Soelety of
Bpiritualists of Washmgton, D. C., met for their regu-
Mr. ‘Wright was the speaher
10 the lecture therSunday-schooI or lyceum met for
the usual-lesson given to the various classes,

the hall, a class.of ehildren near the piuno were sing-
ing, “Phen Seatter Seeds of Kindness, for Yeour Reap-
I remarked that t!xe thought just benutifal
expressed in the song was & good text for our consid--
eratiun,  One gentleman said, ** Don't say text, it sav--
ors-toa much of the oxthodox L.lzurches, and we hav

My, Wood the pres:dent of the First Soelety, smd,
Myl May lms given & sentiment that might be well:
Is it vvell to. antagonize the de-
Have not they given much that has. fr
béen o henefit fo the world, and gwen all then' hght

That set the ball to rollmg, and as thexe were o
number of very intelligent ladies and gentlemen pres-.
‘ent,'and geveral spirits spoke through controlled me-
dmrm ‘the rosult was many thought waves were sef
in motion, and the vibrations ecarried beyond the

We must not lose sight of the faet that Spmt lives.
- Mortals are infants
in their understanding of mental seience, ecompared
with those who lave been in spirit life a few hundred,
a thousand, or even a féw years, and sought to leam
the condltmns and higher laws of their life.

At the close of the Sunday-school the peeple took
their séats to listen to Br. Wright's guide’s able lec-
All expeeted the usual treat.
sit between two mediums who are very scientific in
their development Both saw a little of what I saw,
and a third medium in another pert of the house was
conscious of certain influences coming in and causing.
the demonstration ull were witnesses of. Ho said he-
knew there were Catholie spivita there.
these three mediums as 2 proof that others beside my-
self ean teitify that these things are true

While Mr, Wright was talking, giving a short- ad-
dress before going under control he said: ‘‘No man-
has ever seen God; no man ever will sce God.”

Just after he made that statement I saw comxng
down the center of the hall & company of spmts,
man, two women and a band of children, The m
anned a black banner on which were the words in
letters of fire, **There i a God."” . They passed to the -
platform, and formed & half cirele aroind the front, -
each dropping upon the knees as if knecling -before an.
altar. I got the sense of a strong religions feeling ‘of
devotion coming in with them, and while they were-
kneeling an altar rose around the front of the piat.
form with all the paraphernalm belonging to a Cath-

The- kneelmg ones crossed themelves, and amd to
Much to my surprise, be-
cause of the display of the semblance of their church,
they said, “*We know you think there should be ne
creed or denomination in our sphere of life, but we
feel more at home with what we have been accus-
It is only & form, but it hnrmomzes our

I saw that th'ey had the power to ereate, to build up
anvthmg they desu'ed through laws a.t thcu' ‘com:
‘mand; - :
“The ﬂhl] dren remamed kneilmg tall’ Mr Wz;ght fin-
iished speaking,-and 8s:a genficman went 1o the. piano

~ing, gnd-he had n: large Bible béfore him, and told me

to, ing for us, they rose, faced the audience and e ‘that he would help me to teach it to the world as he
now understood it. He said he would teach me to uu-
demtand the Psalmb. He went with us- to- the hall”
telling me’ there would be other guests there. I sat

snd the two sistérs, who durm%; “the lecture beside the same 4wo mediums who-.
werg. beside me the previcus Sunday, knowing they { a4
made: 8 good battery for me to work with. I gaw
‘many of the followers and friends of Swedenborg and
A crowd of spirits had assembled, com-
posed of those powerful mental and magnetic: forces

t gan singing, The man gtood at gne end of the altar,
robed a8 priest, holding the banner in his hand,’
erected a erucifix beside hire.  The children formed Py

 had been nurses in some- public institation whare
these orphan children had been eared for, and from’
‘where they had passed to gpirit life, stood nearthem;
The children were singing and the priest said to us:
““We do pot see God any more than he does, but " we.
‘have Christ,-who died for truth,”’ and he pomted to

The children said, ‘*Yes, we sing his praise.”
I'hey. ali scemed so much in earnest, so truly devo-
tional, 50 in "harmony with that which is a spiritual -
light to the world, secking to reform and elevate the the aisle was filled with.soldiers.in. the armor of the
mortal lives. They manifested themselves to me, they Crisade Knights. I sew sitting on- ‘the platform
said, beeause I was with my guides working along the Where she had kneeled the Sunday hefore, the same.
same lines, and seelring to give Christ's teachings to beautiful young woman, with the.babe smiling in.her
the world in its true meaning. The priest handed one “axms. The motherhood that hed been denied her in
‘of my gnides & white banner with the word ““Truth’’ mortal life, ske found and enjoyed iz the spirit-world.
_ . 'When Mr. Wright came on the platform I sew oth-
Mr. ‘Wright ‘went under eontrol, but talked only a. ©rs a8 plainly.as I gaw him, He was surrounded by &
ghort time, when he sat.down,: and spirit John Shaw guard, among them were Egyptishsi - One stepped to
announced that- the guide first spéaking conld rot.go the front and told e be was en Egyptian priest, and
on with the lecture, but that he'would try to take the at oncg. a temple. appeared on' the platform, which
same thought and continue it, but the medium would - from deseriptions I have read, I recognized as belong-
not be able to stand while he was specking, Afte:
few moments spirit John Shaw was unable to
farther, and Mr, Wright was assisted from the hal} was the.priest "of that temple.
in & weak and faint condition, and the medinms who
were {0 gwe messages used up the remammg tnne of: Enyptxan priest speaking, but as: Mr. anht was al-

in gold letters as representing our work,

“hall and Beld thersln a'state meeting in'

Soon efter ope
Previcus

As the
the back pmt of

like'd panorama

medmm.

I happened to .

I speak of o 3 imted him.

(lairvoyant Reve!ataons;f{;‘

'Bpu‘it Scene; pnd Gonven:ations Graphica,lly Por- mg in harmony \vith the good mﬁnences in hfc, go I

: © wag a little surprised whenffr, Yeright was uuable to.
.-§0 on with the lecture, and ghey. showed e thet this-
bnnd ‘of Cutholic spirits hadiesused the condition.

of the medinnbobegan giving mes-

sages, I was conscious of Ijeiv pisiments eoming into
the. hall,-and looking up I ggw.awompany of gpirits
eome in. .A very beantiful joung-woman carrying a
younn bahe in her arms camy.dowa the aiste to the op-.
posmte end of the altar fropg.whene the priest stood,
nnd Lkneeling, erected a erugifix;.and laid the child be-
fore it.. Lhe agony of her life-was all expressed in the
face, and in the thm;ght-plctures that came

for me to read, The pure young

gir} whose life was laid af the foat of the cross given-
€ to. God, bad been foreed to yield more than life ifself
to-sée: the infynt life crushed out. -of her ianocent’
‘ehild; its existence hid, The,ggony, cxpre&sed in'all
akie told I shall never iorﬂet, and facing:the pricst she
satd: *“You bring these here toshow your worl, these
o your puhlle institutions, but ¥ come 1o show the
hidden 1if¢ of your inner ganctuaty."’ :

- Tho.strong men of iron wiil stoad tberc trymg to be
catm while he faced the results of bis past bife, whieh
‘he iid been trying to hide.ynder later work in the
publie world, and still clung.to the belief, or claimed
to helieve, t}mt Christ redeemed him, at the same time
the thought pictures he gavo out. revealed the fact
-that lie knew he mnst reap as he had sown, must bear
the'result of every act of his life..
thinking, and the laws not only foreed his thoughts
from him, but made them veadgble to all in the same
condition of hfe a8 himself, as. wcll astoa dcveloped.

Ie could not lrelp

.-Again I cannot takc the space to tell ali 1 saw and
heard but conld you have geen and heard 2} I did, you
would know that the lake of fire; the hel] of the Bible
is only an illustration, end that God, nature, or what-
ever vou eall the power that has, made the - mental
laws, makes that hell equal to the ilustration.

'The book of life was traly open for all to read, and
try to hide the past as he would, cach thought pic-
tured itself on the atmosphere, tind showed how his

and while he still tried to appear as

working’ nghteously with these pure women and chil-
dren, he stood over e gulf from whick leaped ﬂames
of fire scorching him at all times,

He was working to eliminate the past but it con-
froxted him at every turn, -

. He stood alone in the great hereafter no ]ove, fe-
‘ered and holy, gladdened Yis life; no cluld homored
4 }im with the pame of father, He }md to meet parent-
hood, but, oh! the horror of it, #s.it confronted him 1

T saw another company of spmfs come in and dis-
tribute themselves in varions partg’;of the hall, but one
man walked to the side of the pr
as strong in his mental pow;
he defied death, for he wag o
whom the. Catholie church d burned at the stake,
and he threw oit an mﬁuon oW E%
ner the priest held to drip
fire showing through, prociaa)mmg, “There is o God.”’

During the week I was copseious. of strong mental
wbratxons coming to me from many personalities, ex-
pressing. strong interest an? emafions, and I lmew
there would be a sequel to.the Sunday revelation.
‘Saturdey evening as I sat in py rogm I suddenly felt
the prescnee of some one juskpomezin; a
netism touched me.
Swedenborg's father, the Bishop of .Skara, and .wel-

8 48 he had been when
e, ke said, of many,

caused the ban-
Eth [} ood the letters of

‘Strong mag-

I looked uwpvand recognized

‘comed him as o guest. Isaw him with my guides

hpm.

‘hig fat'her

“thht’ night; and the next morningzhe:was still with
‘dould sec them, sitfing gt the.table convers-

while. here as mortals,.and with their higher atain-

ments as spirit bemgﬂ, they were.indeed a power m-
their realms of life. . . e

“There were. others, crusaders, they sald, and truly

y & ing to thé history of Egypt thousands of years ago,
speak. and the intelligence which spoke throngh Mr. anht

-1 told the friends sitting mtﬁ me that 1t was an

raost:a stranger to me 1 did not learn till a few days

) Washmgton,

ho]d the clrcle, and Qhe po!feemen pa-
trolled the wallk in- front of her “house
the entire eveding. ready

“edict, It appears that this Iady’s daugh-

_of ‘promoting our- cause, and-.arousing-ier was soon to be-confirmed “in - the:
-new.-interest, and’ would - recommend ‘Catholic church. —Evidently u:e Catho

lc church-of that® eity stAnds in close
relation to the police-_tienée: this ont-

rage on-the:local and mora! rights of'a
peaceful and law-abiding cititen; which
iz a phame and a dlsgmce on our boast

ed civillaation. = :

Is it not ilme, te!low Spiritualists to
securs legislation thaf wii relleve our
medical’ odairyoyants ang piher sbused
lines. of actlon of some of the restrfc.
tions which have heen: on‘ths statute

books for so many gears? Otr -mis"

sion of defense . shouid - Teach .far

enough to-include. the initlatton of
such legisletion as wil} remove Buch re-.

strictions which limit or abridge legitle
mate exerclisa of medlnmehlp and spirit-
unl gifts, -

-A Btrong’ organlzatlon can do th!&—-
ond, fellow Spiritualists; ‘will ‘you not

tako soficient Interest In our state as.

soelation to lend w8 your tnfluence. and -
‘your support toward tho buildlng tm or
guch an organintfon’

Delega{es to:th N.;s. A. Canve'n!lon.
By virtu [..
Giste aasocln on’
-ndopted at your 1ast
it:becamea the doty of your
act as nelega.te to, the:National Convén
!n'W hmgton L,

to enforee that”

tons by its own 18;

3 The priest was a man of strong mental powers, ‘had ago-that-one s of his guides was ‘afi Egyptian priest,

| been & magnetic foree carrying all with his will pow- claumng to have lived in that eapacity thousands of
ers, and still wiclded the scepter as a leader of &' cer.. . years! ‘hefore Christ. The Ieeture ‘was grand,

tain eircle in the realms of spirit life. .

“Piere

: . was in the hall a sénse of peace and quietness noticed
- I cannot give you the conversation between him and and mentioned by many as 2 beautifnl condition’ "
sy gmdes, bnt they repree.ented themselres 23 work-__

C."  MRS.MAY A, PRICB '

R A

ties, and in auch instances as they did'
not feel able o send a delegate from
‘their own numbers;’ I Suggesied Dames

.Of competent, loyal Spiritualists who
were likely im#p {tatppointed,’ and -suc--

ceeded in having our atate fairly woll

Tepresenied, , hera, were, however, -8
{few vacancle i Atances where the
delegat.es wel fied-at the last mo-

‘ment by socme unforeseen occurrence,

. I.would. suggest: 4t {a fature; as

- goon 88 delegates find they .cannot at-
-tend the Natiosfil-Sirituaiiste Associa-

tion -Conventidn; th
president of t!ﬂt fai
ble. At least By
:lonrelt:rﬁon, oﬁgbﬁ
ons Irom wri Bihte. be mad
It possible,” 1OV .18 . w s
T deow it imporiadtinat each state ba
fuily represent# 4n 1. these conven
workers, for
many  reasohsIbut More. especially to
100k after suoll legislation aa 18 of” &
character . which--wiil affect our own
state interests in.gome spgc!al teat,ure,

-they - notify the
as early 83 possl-

‘88 I sometimes the page

Our own itate wikers better under-

-stand the nedds offgur State; and ‘ean )’

get more- intemsonw 00 such matters
than can gomo ate from g distant:
staté ‘where condif

w_xemétﬁ -

Iqenit 10 - Sovery

§ tion certificates, -

igst end stood there, -

t<kaltbbte  eustin: |

| thus esafst i’ Jayis

to bo obllsa.tor? n il quboidinate staio
sssociations fn-thé g anttn; of ording-

1 iad expected to be §hie io 18y betore

Y each delegate & printed copy of such or

‘dfnation Bervice and requirgments, but.
wae lnformed by the Natlonal secretary
that the N. 8. A. board Led postponed
the-date when asuch reguletlons. would

] telte eéffect untll September. 1 of this

year, and had also deferved the printiag
of this matter;

In my-opinion thie ordtnation servlce
and regulations, ag adopted by the Na-
{lonal Assoclation, were of that com-
servative' charsbter which wlll te 8
safeguard' to our cause, and will tend to
strengthen our, movement, aud give it
stauding with candid thlnk.lng people.

Weé have with ys Brotbher Harrison
D. Burrett, president. of tha N. 8. A,
who 'wad.chairman of the committee
who formulaied. the ordinetion gervice,
as Bdopted, and who can give this con-
vention imch light on this impertant:
subfeet, ‘and wlll- propably be esked to
4o 80 at geme time durlng the conven-
tlop, Fhat commiites of which hewas’
the.chalrman, made a most exhaustive
atudy of the whole suliject, and of thg.

the severdl ‘states, especldlly as . they

.| relate 0. marriage by ordained miinis-
ters; and it was helieved that this sys: |

tem, 8§ adopted witl place. the minis-

tera ot Bplrltun.\lsm on’'the eame hasls,

with-the sama rights ané powers, as
are enjoyed by.minidters ordsined by

&g{ny of the other religioua denomina-
ong. - -

Ordlnatlon.

Thls 8 question that may well en-
gage the most caroful consideration of
every Spiritualist-in this land, .How
can ordinatlon, hest be reguleted ro that
only persong who are gualified by edu-
cation, or development,
;,;iiftg ghall recelva endorsement of this
glstl R
There -are ordination certificates in
this ecuntry that are not worth the
paper upon which they are written.
Something ‘over a' year ago e persqn
clalming to be a 8piritualist, wrote me
from o western state, saying she was
cndeavoring to offect, or clse secure
contirol of p state charter in that state,
and Indicated that the objpet waa to be
in posltion to issue ordinatlon ecertifi-
cates, remarking that plenty of people
would pay $25 to be ordajned, and that
the business could be made 4 lucrative
one

Buch & atate at t.hings as indicated
could not exlst’in & state which bad a
good, true s}ate association, working as
auxillary t6 the National Bpirituallsts
Assoclation. Here {8 another argument
[n favor.of extending and perfecting our
organized movement.

The Natlona! Assoclation has yery
-wigely taken the stand that ordlnstion
legltimately Lolongs to state assoela-
tlons, and, 28 I have elsewhere set
forth, at the last National Conventfon
adopted regulntions to govern the ae-

Bpects, In the excrcise of this very im-
portant function. With this system of
uniform requirements in all the states,
the certliicates issued wouid carry with
them not only the welght of legal au-
thorlty to marry, but would also carTy
a wholesome influence which would
commsand general respect and confi-
dence, Under guch & system there
“4vould be no more question as to the
legality of martiages performed by reg-
ularly ordalned ministers of Spiritual-
iam than those performed by ministers
of any otber denomlnation.

-Qur ‘state  assoclatlon hesg always
aimed to be conservatlve in its action
on ordinations, and I think It wise that
the incomlng board co-operats with the
| Natiohal "Assoclation in  every - legitt-

this system of ordination, revised &f
need be, hut always conservative, efl-
clent, and uniform in the several
‘stated. ‘1 recommend that thls conven-
tion fostruct” the incoming board of
‘trustees ‘to.50 amend the state rules of
ordination thak. they will bharmonlze
with and conform to the regulations
opted by the National Assoctation,
with ¢érfain amendments theretop by
thei:N..6." A, which I believe witl be
adopted at their pext coniention.

" Registration of Qrdained Minlsters.

Heretotore the National Spiritualists
Asgoclation hag had in force a system
of registration of ordalned ministors of
‘Bpiritualism, - ‘Buch registration to be
made annnally at & nominal cost.

I have pot shudied the workings of
that system, but it occurred to me that
olther, that system or some other that
may ‘be formulated could with profit be
adopted and put into practice in New
York state. Such a system, rightly con.
ducted, ought.to be of assistance to the

{ locat societles in securing sultable per

sons as pastors and speakers.

I recommiend that & special commit-
teo be appointed to deal with thig ques-
tlon which committee shall report to [
this convention, so that action may be
taken on théir report befora the oon
ventjon adjourng. .

Oommigtee en therature.

- One fleld of labor which appeals -to
me as werthy consideration ig that
of the’ ution .of Ilterature,
have favorable avenues for such distri-
bution through oir sevaral auxiiary so-
clefles, and through our individuat
memberships, and -such literature as
goes oat under authority of the state
Association: should Yo selected and ed-

preparation- and selection would rer
quire: the good judgment of thoge wha
have had wide experience in this worl.
I recommend the appointment of a com-
mittes "of ‘three;, whose -work shall be
done’ under. the general -supervision of
the incoming president, and kept with.

baeardof trustess ‘'may decide can be le
gitimately spared from the.treasury. ta
be used. for, ihis) purpose.-.1 would:
‘clathe’ th.a.toommtttee with anthosity: to.

“solielt” eontnbutxons 0’4 fund to.be

unsed for that speclal-purpose. -

)¢ would :have:thém equipped with a
fall 115t of names and addresses of indl-
vidual membars, and .the officers of the
‘auxillary socleties. -1'tully belleve that
& competent; conscientlous and enthus-
tastic.commlttee could.do much'in this.
line of work for the promotion of our
causg, and tha growth of our move:
ment.- .. .

Llfe Membershjp.

At our last anaual convention geveral
life 'memberships wero-taken 'nt- $26
each. And I bespeak your earnest con.
sideration . this afternoon in behalt of
this“organized movément. . Is it not
worth your while to invest in .a life
membership? It assures you of con-
‘tinued connection with organized. Splr
itualism—not only.in New York State,
‘but with the National . Assoclation.. as

iea or
finangiat depiands, Do you not feel that
ii-fa & privilege tbat you. could enjoy to

sership~a beautiful certificate wilt he
resented you ‘whieh wilt- serva.

.| ceipta $20,000 annually - aud have ten

:lawg: bea.rlng on'ordlnatlon in. each, of |

or sapliritual |.

tion of state associations I certaln re.

mate way to carry out and put in force .

We-

Ited with gree.t.est care, -and its proyer:

{0 such.linesof expenditure as the.

from - the thouaand.l of Sp!rltuallsta in
thig state, Yeu, add to-the present re-

t.bonsalld more. pbrsani -intérested jn
our state work and whbat & mgm eould
be done aund what'a power'for gdod it
would make -our state association.
When I recelved my' life -membership
certificate 1 framed it end hung i upon
‘tle walls of the meetlng-place of our
lacal soclety, I-wanted.people to know
that I.was & Spiritualist saqd-that I-fael
a deep loterest in. the. orgapi¢ation
movement, - 1 suggest to the lacoming
board that more sivenuous- 'eiforts be
put forth for the increase $a hoth- lite
and indiviguatl mem’ue;ahip. .

Children's Lyceums. -

I regret that I am compelled to report
the seeming lack of interest Nn. chil-
dren’s lyceums in ao mzmy of our Iocal
socletied.

To be sure there are in the state sev-
eral good strong lyeceume, which are do-
ing & noble work with the ¢hildren and
with’ the young people. But we Wwlsh
-guch Jyceurs- might ‘obtald’ foi’ eve‘ry 60°
clety .in the state. : Young: blood ig' as
.esgentia]l Lo the healthy frowth.of Sp‘lr«
Itualism as to any avogation in ilfe. -

Somie of oyr headg are sprinl{led wILh
tiie frosts of meny winters and wa phall
5000 graduate to the - epiritiel’ realm
from whenece all travelers may returs,
but our work in the physleat wlll bhave
Leen fluished,

Younger rer and . younger - women
will In the pature .of evenls soorn bhe
celled upon to fill the depletion in our
‘Tanks, and ihe children's lyceums are
the very best places tn.which to traln
up splritual workers ¢ 6] ocur places.
The National Assoclation has appolnted
Brother John W. Ring as Natlonel Ly-
ceum Superintendent and he s striving
to arouse interest in this worl.

Ho s sendiung out the Progressive
Lyceum, which is an interesting and
useful gheet for the children.

I recornmend that each and at! of our
local Esocieties open correspondence
with Brother John- Ring, of Galveston,
Texas, and become imhued with a iittte
of his enthusfasm and absorb some of
his ideas regarding lycenm work. 1 be-
speak the careful conslderation of this
question by the delegates here assem-
bled and trust that some practical, Sudi-
cicus means may he discovered aod put
into operation whereby our Iyceums
may be put on a solld and substanttal
basls—the numbers and membership
largely increased, :

1 slucerely hope thet this convention
will take some definlte action on the
question, -~

Responsive Readings.

The Natione! Assoeiation at tts last
annual ¢onvertlon toogk 'up the gaestion
of the adoption of a system of respons-
ive readings thet societies could uee it
they so deaired.

A committes had heen eppointed to
formulate these and they were present-
ed to that convention and discussed at
some length but were lald on the table
to be considered at some future con~
vention. With the responsive readings
suggested were a marriagae ritual and 8
byr{al service. The adoption of these
and sending them out under the guthor-
Ity of the National Assoclation does not
make thelr use ohligatory vpon any so-
clety or individual. I mention thls sub-
Ject ta call atentlon to what bas heen
done, and what will probably come up
in future in this direction—but will
make no recommendation at this time,
I would say, however, that there has
been some inquiry for & marriage and
buriat ritual.

What 8plritualism Stands For.

In secular affalrs -Sptritoalism sta.nds
for Peace, “Unlversal Peace,” « - -

* For arbitration tn lieu of war (n tha
adjustment of all differences. .

For equel rights and privileges with
all people regardless of sex and color.

For the enfranchisement of women,
placing them ou ar equal footing with
men at the hallot box,

For the same standard of purlw far
men ang for women alike,

Por equity, justice and truth sh all
times and everywhere.

And let us strive diligently to pro-
mote a realization of these lofty ideals
for no more laudeble principles can en-
gage the attentlon of mankind.

Status of Local Bacleties.

During the year I have visited several
of our ipcal socleties, especially in the
western part of the state, gud in many
fnstarces [ find them weak financlally
28 well a3 numerically; and [ have
queried to myself whether it could he
passible that belief in a literal bell of
fire and brimstene was A necessary ad-
junct to a religlous movement in order
10 open tae pocket-hook.

Can it be possible that fear of hall i8
more potent than truth, justice and
equity in commandlng the support
which 18 so essentlal to the life of this,
| or any othér movement? Qur ¢ause Is
worthy of liberal financial support, and
I appeal to all Spiritralists to suppert
our movement, and onter {nto thls work
with 8 will and an enthusiasm that is
worthy of so noble a causa.

Another drawback that confronts the
state ofilcers 18 the friction and discord
which frequently come in and interfere
with the suceess of our local sdcieties.

Instances could be clted whers local
societies with local talent have been
dotng & good and efficlent . work, and
things bave been running. smoothly for
a year or more, when all at once an-
otber speaker drops in and proposes td
purify things; coatention and -discord
are at once stirred up, trouble beging,; -
and many of the most splritually-mingd-
ed Spirituslists seek homey elsewhers,
generally in the churches, "Perhaps the
society is broken .up, OF possibly meet-
ings c¢ontinue with diminfshed attend.
snce .and membhershlp. .

“What s pity it {s that these reformers
or reformers ‘cannot see that no matter
-how good their intentions, they-are do

| Ing more harm than good to our cause,.
by rénding.eccleties in this way.

“We bave In anotiies section of our re-
port considered the ‘question “of the-
rdoption of 8 system for the registra-
.tion of ordained ministers of Splritual-
iem in the offico of the seeretary of
our association. With thig' system in
force and such fatarmation as would
naturally go-to the seéerétary and to'the
memhers of the board therewith, would
not our local system be ‘in’ position by

- .| availing themselveg of* such informa.
tlon, of avolding some of the breakers j-

which have beretofore been o prolfic
in causing trouble to them?- But in-re-
ality,” tellow. Spiritualists, the remedy
for all this {5 to cuitivate splrltuallt}-.
subdue jeslousy ang curb sell, - .
We might as well try to graw cotmn in
.a snow bapk as to grow splritunlity in
continuous dlscord- and Inharmony. Lat’
us lenn to  governt " 8&i—control - our
thoughts and words, sand ‘prodoce” B
thought atmosphebe i ‘gur meeting-
places; which-will be s0 full of hartiooy
and-po’ permeated with love that there.

[wetit be-no room far.. diacor& or mnt'.pn-
L) |
£latlon: As a token' of Four life mem.

r:.et*tm g'e! “aur £on
tentlon will depart, from’ otir midst, our

er sl

doubly blemsod by dts coming. - T
This iy tellow Spiritdsllats; la my
omalon the resl widvation for. Spl'rlhw.l

hoarts rlght and con |

potket-books will .be :eonvérted, - and, |
| Spiritualism Wil asiume ita pro] .
‘Jtion-in the world and Tankind' will bé

Physicans #nd Siudams-_;
- of Ocoultism, -~ 1"

Treating‘ onithe FollowlngSubjectS.

Personal Magnetlsm, Psychology .
- Hyprotism, Mesmerlsm, Suggestive
Therapeutics, Psycho-Therapeutlcs, -
Magnetic Healing, 8elf-Mastery, Hy:
glene of Mind and Body, Neurds !
pathlc Massage and Varlous Kinds®
“of . Mantpulation, Corrections ‘of ',
Vlices, Educatlon, Ete, By -

PROF. OSGAR H. HOY. D. M, 8. T. D;

———

This coursa of i{nstruction 13 difren E
ent from any course ever printed. ktig
a condensed encyclopedis, conveying
the highest truths apd. moat valuablg
(nformution in “térms so simple that &
¢hild ¢px ‘understind them., Much has
beén written on these subjects by difs.
ferent Reliogls, but they were superficial;
mu; #as been left to the author _tg
v\eld thém together, the philoaop]lleﬁ of
the east and the west. . His methods
are not a thoory or & ta.d but are cor-
rect treatments, based  on sciéntific
knowledge, research and experfence,
He uses tho best methods kuown per.
talning to these subjects, enveloplng
all that is taught in other schools, and
‘theu golng far heyond anything known-
o the west, A

The couree treats on the fundamentsl ./
pripeiples of uciversal law, and de. —:
scends to individuallzed concrete mat-
ter, glving the "evolution of the indi-
vidual” to ita highest attainment of con-
aciousness. It coniains a more eom. .
plete course on hypnotlsm than any
other course, and manifests a new era
fn the ptudy of practical psychic phil.
oaophy. )

The regular prica of this unlique
course is $25. We have declded to let
a limlited number go at §9, Those de-
siripg this course can buy it at the
price mentioned if purchased within the
next four months. Address all orders
to MI8S NETTIE WINTER,

486 LaSalle Ave, Chicago, ll!.

We have the grand spiritual [lessons
that comeo across the borderland of the .
two worlds, We ¢laim our movement
to be {denticat in character with that
earller movement, the primitive Chris-
tlanity of 2,000 years ago, and If we ara-
wise enough, and good enough and
strong enough to hold to the true lang-
marks we will make our cause the
power for good which will elevate and
epiritualize the races.

i fe¢l that I am not alone in the sens
timents bhereln expressed. The ten,
dency of Spiritualism and Spirltualists
is in the direction [ have indicated.

Our meetings partalie more and more
of the devotional features. There ia
leas of materfality and more of epirlt.
nallty apparent in our work and with
our workers.

Hence I teel that there is more for exf-
coaragement’ than discouragement for
the workera In our local societles, and
would say, brothers and eisters, press
on, do not be disheartened or dlscour.
aged, do your whole duty, but do it in
harmony and (n love for every child of
God, H. W. RICHARDSON,

Pregident.

Condensed Report of the Ohie stato
Asgsoclation Conventlan, -+

The eixth snnual convention of tfh&'
0. B. A. convened st the Chambet’ q;
Comtierce Auditorium, Columbus, Dhlo,:=
| May 27, 28, and 19, 1904. Presldent =
Mrs. Carrle Firth Curran [n the chair;
all officers present except first vice .
preaident, Mr. 8. Mehaffy, of Conneaut.

The first day's proceedings were of a
buslness nature, consisting in reports
ot the oficers—presldent, secrotary and
tn'es.su_ rer, and appolnting of commit-
048,

There were 22 local societies repre-
sented by the delegates this year, an in.
crease of six socleties over lest year,
Every delegate made an individual re-
port. The missionaries, Mrs. K.
Schauss of Toledo, and Mrs. A E.
Batrd showed by thelr reports that they
have been doing great work in the paat
year {n assisting President Mrs. Curran
to put Spiritnalism on a higher stand.
ard, with a zeal seldom equaled. In tha
month of March the above named sis-
ters with the assistance of President
H. D. Barrett, held 25 mass-meetings
all over the state. A vote of thanks
was tendered them by the convention.

This convention was the most har
monious ever held from & splritual
standpoint. All oficere ann members
were greatty elated over the grand suc-
I¢ess achieved; all promised to double
thetr efforts (n spreading our glorlous
truth. Saturday motrning the Rilual as
passed by the N. 5, A. was adopted with
the recommend of an amendment. By-
laws were alsa amended.

All ordinations were lald over until
after Sept. 1, 1904, The delegate to the
National Convention, Mrs. C. F. Curraf,
made her report and recelvaed a vote of
thanks from the convention. Becretary
R. C. Baird received a vote of thanks, .
glso the spirltual papers for their kind
assistance.

Open meetings were held May 27 and
28, and three meetizgs on Sundary.

Excellont programs were prepared,
consisting of vocal and instramental
music furnished by the West and Eaat:
Side Socleties of Columbus, and others.

The lecturers were Mr, H. D. Barrett,
the N. S. A. president; Dr. G, B. Wame,
president of the 1L 8. 8. A.; Mrs. Laura
Q. Fixzen, vicepresident [Il B. 8. A;
Mrs. C. F. Curran, Mrs. E. Schauss ahd E
Mr., F. D. Dunakin. ~

Thoe above speakers made soul-insplr-
ing eddresses and . carried. their audi-
anes by storm.. - - R

The message medlumg wera Mrs. 0. .

F. Curraq, Mrs, B. Schauss, Mra, A B,
Baird. They brought many glad tid- .
ings from the spirit friends,

The clection showed the nppreciauon
of tha good work done by our beloved
gister, Mrs, C. F. Curran, in reelecting -
her president by acclamation.

First vicepresident, H. E. Boerstier, s
Columhus. L

Second vice-president, Hatua G. Web-
ster, Columhus. .t

Secretary, C. A. Sollinger: Cleveland.

Treasurer, F. D. Dunskin, Antwerp.

Carresponding .sceretary, A, K
Baird, Elyria, B ’ -
- Trustees—W. V. Nieom, Dayton-'
Thos D. Bellls, Cleveland; Mrs, W, 8.
Allen, Cineinnatl; Mrs (mrrle Bartholu—
-mew, Geueva,

Ddélegates to the Natlons.l convenuon
«~—Mra, C; Fv Cu-ran a.nd Mrs. AR
Baird R COR.

T WOMEN WHO'DREAD MOTRERROOB] -
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