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AN OCCULT MYSTERY.Symposium on Kbra^er More Help, and Less Fault-Find No Valid Reason to Change, A Few Moments of Silence.
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Ing categorical confession of sins, beg­
ging Impossible atonement, and then 
committing the same sins over nnd 
over again; the habit of notifying God 
at regular intervals that his earth born 
children are all vile sinful worms of the

whom we

and In the cud you will be classed with 
the paupers, aud, as a rule, neglected 
by doctor and prayer maker.

Public praying is a curse to hu­
manity; it was condemned by the man 
Jesus, and for some of the reasons set 
forth in this article. Now If the writer 
was called upon to vote regarding 
openlug any Spiritual gathering by

ly for u*^ buvu w thetNatlbnabbody nnd (or,the cause, nnd h^ earned a llmroln.’' -^ Withal

their souls In prayer to the same God, 
each section begging him to erush tlie 
other; never dreaming that it would be 
Impossible for him to answer nil those

Idea of prayer was: There are generally 
two kinds, one of court-house mum-' 
bling, that Is n. mOClitW nn°th.er.° 
outward veneerlnc sln>P,y

To tbe Editor:—Dear Sir: I am glad 
you have raised the prayer question, 
although 1 was not aware the N. S, A. 
had It In tow.

Il’s a great subject; many years ago 
It was agitated under tbe label "The 
Prayer Gauge."

If I was u gambling Spiritualist, I 
would bet my bottom dollar that the 
N. S. A. would get into deep water If 
they meddle with tlie subject. Do vou 
ask why? Because tbe N. 8. A. has 
never given one sign, one expression 
that they are qualified to consider such 
a subject, discussjt and act Intelllgeut-

Prayed for Bain—Hls prayer Was 
Not Answered.

ceremony. If history should repeat a 
"Day of Pentecost,” It would be all 
right. f

Prayer, as such, has been thoroughly 
tested by our “Puritan Fathers and 
their descenedants, under the domina­
tion of kingly and priestly power, in 
America, for near 300 years past; but 
it has signally failed to preserve tbe 
lives of three martyred Presidents of 
the United Stales, although the suppli­
cations of a great united nation were 
offered up in Hint behalf.

Prayer, ostentatiously expressed, has 
failed to control the elements and save 
the lives of peoples and whole cities 
from destruction, on land and sen.

Under the Ordinance of 1787, which 
antedates the Federal Constitution, It 
is provided that—

"No person demeaning himself in a

gangrene.
In 1801, when treason rived asunder 

every creed denomination in the land, 
millions of devout laymen, pastor^

OB «»<*? «’^^ 
.Jamestown/ N. Y. * :’ ti ft-V .-.

nnd Inspiring nil nt once. Here m 
other difficulty to be settled before WO 
get started to pray at all. And yet you 
ask for an opinion on this so much tan­
gled up affair.

Now, that opinion is that praying Is 
largely a thing of bablt. .For example, 
Moses Hull prays and pfwtehes from a 
text—but he doesn’t talk or write after 
the manner of the praying school. But 
he began active life ns a preacher and 
he has to strike the old gait, apparent­
ly. to get hls oratorical machinery In 
running order—force of habit. And we 
have many of these second-hand-beg 
pardon, converted—beg pardou again— 
so ninny men on enjr platforms once 
preachers who had Hlie homiletic sys­
tem so ground Intd-tbem that uncon­
sciously controls their form of exposi­
tion. For example. Listening to the 
ex-Rev. Austin, of Canada, deliver a 
very line discourse-on a Spiritualist

Abolitionists; the praying, public pray­
ing was mostly done by pro-slavery 
Bible and God worshipers; they praredj 
that the anti-slavery agitators—anarch^ 
ISts as they would be called at this 
writing—be arrested, tried and ex­
ecuted; hounded nnd imprisoned be­
cause of love of liberty tor nil hu- 
manity. Who will deny 'that history 
repents itself?

Prayer nnd fenr go hand In hand In 
alt conditions of life; front a careful 
analysis, I am convinced that from the 
past aud present attitude of the 
masses, no greater or more enslaving, 
degenerating influence, exists. If sick, 
pray for health; you don’t have to leave 
off your bad destructive habits, but 
pray and swallow some poison drug, 
you are not expected to do anything, or 
be anybody, but tell your God all about 
your case, and be sure to consult your 
second-hand Gods, your clergyman and 
family doctor, they are the chosen ones 
by your God to do nil those mysterious 
things, so necessary to be done, In or­
der that your soul may be saved, your

your God. What God? Your God; a 
male God, lie may be a Pagan, Jewish 
or Christian God.

We hear nothing about feminine 
Gods, iu fact tlie mothers of all the 
Gods we know anything about, yes, 
that we know anything about, were 
born of women; think of that for a mo­
ment, and then shut your eyes, lake a 
begging position, and pray somebody, 
or something to occur that you know 
If qualitlcd to make a telling prayer—to 
whoop it up, as a revivalist recently 
put It—that you. have no more idea will 
ever occur, than you have an Idea you 
will fly.

Ask an intelligent preacher what he 
prays for, and hls reply will be to quiet 
hls audience—hypnotize them—and for 
Influence, yes, for slavish influence. 
There was but a very little praying in 
the thirty or forty years of the anil-

lowed the form 6f “this thought,” “an­
other thought,” and again "the next 
thought," until lie got through That 
was habit—nnd no doubt this thing of 
habit will control state, even of thc N. 
S. A.—for It is largely made up of these 
same clerically educated people. Some 
of ^pur best platform speakers have to 
read a poem or an essay_before theV 
get nt their discourse—a tub to Hie old 
whale of the churCh morning lesson.

Now. there is no use finding fault or

Court-House Mumbling.
In regard to tlie question, what

inanity, than nil other religious ex­
pressions. Praise God, and fear God, 
have been tbe watch-words, tlie slogan 
placed nt the head of the Column In all 
religious associations ot past ages; It is 
only a century or two, since (he lay­
men. the "common life," have come to 
realize the great significance of this 
pray nnd fear teaching, and Its de-

I should sny, continue In office the 
same president; but If a new leaf is to 
be turned over, and the Association de­
cide.to “Let Go,” of the old fossils,"and 
take hold of up-to-date, living issues, I 
think a change .of officers on around 
would be advisable. I believe an ex- 
tiertiely radical -change is demanded, 
but I am not. sure such a change at this 
date will ensure success.

We should have a public seance room 
or imll in nil large cities, conducted 
upon unselfish principles; we should 
have co-operative camps in every State. 
We can have able men and women 
leaders if we are willing to be con­
sistent nnd honest.

The Newtons, Savages, Robertses 
and n score of other Independent teach­
ers and workers, should be considered 
ns examples, worthy of our Imitation; 
In fAct it Is now summed up “Let Go,” 
nnd come to the front, or "go tb seed in 
tlie rear, at tho tall end of the pro­
cession.

The Progressive Thinker has" taken 
I its place at the front, It Invites you ,to 
Join in raising the Spiritual'standard; 
it should bnve the support of every 
growing Spiritualist; nil our other Spir­
itual papers will be well'.supported, as 
they deserve to bo, If our leaders'will 
awake nnd move on. TheYe Is a‘great 
field of work nt the front? Spiritualism 
Is all-inclusive.
' ’•' . DR. M. E. CONGER.

To thc Editor:—Iu my opinion the Na­
tional Spiritualist Association In con­
vention assembled should not be 
opened with-praybr. Why? Because, 
first, It is a waste of valuable time- 
time needed for the discussion of tlie 
mighty problems of life that confront 
us, nnd the vexed questions Hint per­
tain tp the good of Spiritualism and the 
furtherance of Its principles. Aud thou,

rndvlstygii independent Spiritualists to 
adopt this one way to check the further 
Use of ch,tirch schemes and methods. 
Refuse'support lias been the method 
resorted to for the past ten years; our 
lenders hud prbacliers -refuse to listen 
to tiny milder or more civilized method; 
cut‘off the supplies Is nn old way but 
hue proved'effectual in thc past nud is 
our only way io obtain it hearing. , 
“' if the ^, S. A. declare In the,coining 
cohyeritlou in Washington, D. C„ in Gc-

To the Editor:—i—You ask for an 
opinion on the question whether the N. 
S. A. shall be opened by prayer. That' 
is a hard proposition. To tell 'Svhat 
would be appropriate for that distin­
guished body Is heli''pf the occult mys­
teries. '

What is a prayed it all depends on 
the pray or—for It ih he who determines 
ns to the prayee. Homo one has said 
that prayer “is a speech to God." • A 
great many you begr will come under 
that head. Many more are a sort of in­
struction to God, aS to what he ought 
to do. Now, Catholic and Episcopal 
church prayers are like clothing store 
things—ready made. They are uot 
“from the heart," and merely tax the 
memory, unless you read them, and 
then as the boys say, they are “nit."

The writer was raised on prayers— 
every meal one, at least one every night 
by the head of the'house, and person­
ally when "lay me down lo sleep" end- 
cd Ihe day. On Sunday, two in ihe 
home family worship, from four to six 
in Sunday-school and church, and tlie 
evening of each Thursday from one to 
two hours of prayer-meeting. And 
these nil Presbyterian prayers'. That 
looks like experience enough for the 
formation of nu opinion.

But to return from reminiscence to 
the occasion: What will tho N. S. A. 
pray to? To bo.consistent with the rec­
ord it must be to “infinite Intelligence” 
anything else Is heresy according lo Its 
own official declaration. And then will

There is another that every Oita f^’’ 
the deep Inward prayer, that even tlie 
greatest scoffer or Infidel feels. Yes, in 
one sense I do believe fit the within ap­
peal for help and guidance, yet iu our 
sorrow when we naked for the Ilves of 
our loved ones, our father and our hus­
band, It was of uo avail; yet In anoth­
er way it was answered. I do not be­
lieve that prayer can affect nature’s 
laws, or the fate of bfe of anyone, if 
It was1 “God’s will." as our good Presi­
dent said, when dying, why should 
they kill Hip Instrument that executed 
“God's will?"' It is ft mystery to me, 
yet I sflll go on with every night and 
morn the ever constant voiceless pray­
er for help from' my loved ones to as­
sist me In iny work. Not to the son 
Jesus, but to tbe father God, he who 
bolds sway over spirit and mortal.

ISA W. KAYNER.

I was not aware that any proposition 
exists pro or con relative to opening the 
coming N. 8. A. convention witb pray­
er. I do not see any need of a quibble 
about this. There Isliot a living Spirit- 
uallst, very likely, who prays to a 
Deity with an expectation of upsetting 
the laws of nature, nor to get special 
dispensations contrary to justice and 
utility. It Is time to quit hair-splitting. 
Wo have been drugging our cause down 
by twaddle and prejudice. We have 
turned thousands of people away from 
our ranks by wholesale denunciation of 
their old-time faiths and sacred .cere­
monials. Whilst we should correct er­
ror, we must do so without offensive 
coarseness. Spiritualism teaches us 
charity—and we practice hate begat of 
prejudice. We become the bigots of the 
most bigoted. It Is time to cry a halt!

We shall not pray to a Deity—but we 
shall invoke tlie beatitudes; nnd her- 
mony shall be infused thereby Into our 
souls!

The Spiritualist speaker who does not 
open a meeting with an Invocation for 
spiritual afilatus places his audience 
upon a. cold, critical and crude basis 
iluit creates prejudice anti intolerance. 
The speaker is made more receptive by

Your open letter of inquiry, as to my 
opinion whetlier the next Spiritual Con­
vention should be opened with prayer, 
Is before me.

As all previous conventions of this or­
ganization have been opened with 
prayer, 1 see no good reason why any 
change should be made at'this time.
"The fact that “many of our most elo­

quent and erudite speakers never com- 
menee tbeir lectures or meetings with 
prayer or Invocation,'1 is no argument 
why n general convention or convoca­
tion of Spiritualists, for religious pur­
poses, should deviate from Hie usual 
custom of all religious denominations 
that convene for that purpose.

Beside, I believe that a majority of 
the delegates present at these conven­
tions believe In a God, au overruling 
Providence, Unit guides and directs the 
affairs of mankind under general law, 
and would feel disappointed If tbe 
change was made.

No Injustice, no hardship Is done 
those who would abolish the custom. 
If It Is Inconsistent, unreasonable to 
them, they tire not obliged to bear the 
invocation, aud if they do hear It, It Is 
often tho most inspiring appeal tliey 
hear during the day. Tlie effect of sin­
cere, earnest prayer upon tlie individ­
ual, undoubtedly Is calculated to pro­
duce good results, even though It does 
not affect th© qispcusutlou of Divine 
1'rovldeuce or chans0 “'itural law.

Hence my conclusion Hint we have 
everything to gain, nut! nothing to lose 
by continuing tbe time-honored custom 
of opening tbe National Convention 
with prayer.

The second question proposed Is one 
more difficult to answer.

The office of president of the National 
Association is a very difficult one to 
fill, and the success of the Association 
depends very largely upon the ability 
and the devotion of tbe president to tbe 
cause.

There are but few men or women In 
our ranks capable of tilling that po­
sition, .and a less number who can be 
induced to serve.

President Barrett has filled the posi­
tion long and faithfully, but should re­
tire lu favor ot some one who may give 
to the organization hia entire time, and 
best ability, with tlie hope of awaken­
ing new life, zeal and activity, and re­
storing in the minds of' our people tlie 
necessity of forming and maintaining 
local societies in every neighborhood 
where Spiritualists reside.

If Bro. Willard J. Hull can te In­
duced to resign Ills position on the 
Light of Truth for one or more years, 
he would In my opinion make au 
efficient and valuable president.

If he cannot be persuaded to accept 
the position, Bro. T. M. Locke, the pres­
ent vice-president, would make a 
worthy and acceptable president In my

Great, mischiefs happen more often 
from folly, mtnnnees and vanity than 
.from Uieyren ter sins of avarice aud

A Harmless Ceremony.
To the Editor:—In regard to opening 

Spiritualist meetings with prayer, tliat 
should, in my opinion, be a matter to 
be then and there, determined by the 
spirits, both in and out of tlie body, 
present. If they feel Inclined to ad­
dress the "throne of grace,” or sopte

and then offering tlie lip sacrifice of ft 
broken spirit," seems pitifully absurd 
when wo reflect that an Omniscient 
God must of necessity know all about 
his children and their wants and weak­
nesses; and that the God of battles, io 
Ills fierce conflict with Satan and the 
powers of darkness, would have no 
more use for a warrior with a "broken 
spirit,” than a general In battle would 
have for a horse with a broken leg.

All such efforts, whether publie or 
private, to invoke the assistance of any 
Deity, Supreme Intelligence, Angel or 
Spirit, Is not only an Imputation 
against Infinite Wisdom, but. is hollow 
mockery and sheer waste of lime’ But 
if it be true that “Prayer is the soul's 
sincere desire, unaltered or expressed,” 
tlie breaming of a pure aspiration for 
higher, boiler living and better soul 
conditions, then the question of bow, 
when, where, and in what manner that 
aspiration shall be breathed, becomes 
one of Individual choice and local de­
termination.

To me, the hints on tbis subject at­
tributed to the great medium of Gali­
lee, are the best, ever given—“Neither 
on this mountain nor at Jerusalem 
shall ye worship; nor shall ye pray 
standing in tbe synagogue or on tho 
street corners to be seen of men. But 
enter into the closet (of the soul) and 
there pray to thy Father in secret.”

personally, Willie conforming to the 
wishes of others. It seems to me that a 
few moments Of (leCOTOUS Silence, dur­
ing which each Individual prays to 
whatever Jehovah, Jah, Joss, Daemon 
or Angel he or she may have chosen, is 
the best method of opening any assem­
bly. If the still small volcejbe heard In 
the closet at home, and tihe soul's high­
est aspirations be filled with unselfish 
love of humanity, God is already pres­
ent, and there is no need to Inform him 
of our wants nnd weaknesses or ask 
him to come down and see about them. 
If there be any reason-even a slight 
one—to fear tliat the use of prayers by 
tlie N. S. A. will tend to inaugurate a 
custom in our local societies of using 
vain formal repetitions, or praying to 
be seen and heard of men, let It bo 
nipped in the bud.

But If no such danger seems appa­
rent; If indlviduiils and local organiza­
tions are to be left at liberty to regard 
the exercise as a sort of harmless 
pastime, something lo bo Indulged or 
let alone at tlie will or tbe majority, 
then let Bit N. 8. A. have equal free­
dom of choice.

As a Western man, in sympntay ?*£ 
tlie rapidly growing ’’"^pectruiiy sng- 
Splritunbsts, J would _ ^ Empire 
gest that the N. S. A. Nil* '“ipuu 
take Its way westward, by selecting a 
Western president and establishing 
headquarters at Chicago or some other

Prayer at the N. S. A.
The question of prayer at the opening 

of any conwAHionyrtapcelnlly for busi­
ness purposes, seems to be straining 
after form and ceremony. There seems 
to be no case on record where prayer 
lias done very much toward changing 
tlie inevitable, and Spiritualists more 
than any other body of people ought to 
step away from all the ceremonies nnd 
religious rites known to have no weight 
whatever on the question of an inter­
vening power In thc operation of natu- 
'rnl law.

And, ns there is no known God or 
over-ruling being directing tile affairs 
of earth, I cannot1 conceive Who or 
.what any one can pray to, unless it bo 
;to tbe common sense ot the people as­
sembled to do that especial work in 
band. So I would suggest for the good 
of Hie order, that if there is any pray­
ing done nt the commencing of the N. 
B. A.; it shall bo to the good sense of 
those in attendance; that good judg­
ment shall rule In ihe transaction of 
business, and Let every member assume, 
to be the god for that particular oceV 
slon. MARY WEBB-BAKER./

Spartansburg, Pa. ' • /

prayers without depopulating 
United Stines.

The time-honored custom of 
aphorieally wallowing in dust 
ashes before some dreaded Deity,

question so touch as it is a condition. 
You have seen men, experts with the 
axe or the hoe, who always had to spit 
on their hands before they took hold of 
the tool. That was habit. It didn’t in­
terfere with the execution done, only it 
was an unconsoions deference to habit. 
A great deal of pf/tying is only spitting 
on the hands for Inspiration.

The longest prayer bn record was 
made by Solomon, nt the dedication of 
the temple, and it was a model one—re­
plete with historic .’lore and reminding 
God In a very piirctlbal business way of 
certain promises matte, and exhortation 
to make hls pledge's good. Is that to be 
the N. S. A. model? Or are we to take 
Jesus as a guijle. who said it was the 
hypocrites that loved jo pray in public 
places and to be seeB of men? He rec- 
ommended the closet; and with the door 
shut ns well? ‘Afi’Between Solomon and 
Jesus flic matter/mhy be left to rest. 
Elsewhere than In flic Bible our relig­
ionists have no WjiWnnt, for prayer.

In tho old bOyfiobd' home the space 
under the slalWty ’ was enclosed and 
called the closet, .When particularly 
naughty and jjeiifeico had been in­
spired by thalWe^ a sprout from a 
peach, tree, nniOoJu’tb nsk God to for7 
give, this cloBjIjEciyrtB^th'e resort—be­
cause It! wns ii ‘‘olo^etiyrind.hnd a. door 
to shut. There,tyils tlie attic, the barn,

speaker.
By all menus, open the N. S. A. con­

vention with a soulful aspiration for 
harmony mid utility—not lor a God to 
grant, but for ourselves to achieve!

But, our soul prayers call spirit help 
to us-our selfish prayers nre uot likely 
to receive help. Let us get away from 
selfish desire and Into the altruistic 
hope and achievement.

'Thus we can pray witli good effect 
and with the virtue of logic aud reason! 
Thoughts are iiotent forces, and we can 
project, thought-waves tliat shall lutlu- 
ence lives to better deeds. Our "invoca­
tions should mold and impress our 
hearers and bring spirit help! ■ By sin- 
cere aspiration (prayer) we slian Win 
cquriigp for devilled and earnest action. 
Every desire of your soul Is a prayer!

If prayers do no good, they surely do 
no harm, postulated upon the principle 
of equity and need.

By making our public meet lugs icono­
clastic, we prejudice tlie people.

Meet their.demands and unconscious­
ly mold tlielr beliefs Into new modes of 
thought. There is a need for this plan 
of conduct by the Spiritualist speaker.

We liave a religion! Let us make it 
a soul religion nnd not a doctrinal one. 
A soul religion calls for soulful aspira­
tion.

Stop your destruction, friends, and go 
forward" roust met Ing a grand future 
when peace shall reign, brought about 
by spiritual culture and soul expres­
sion, Selfishness, anarchy and de­
structiveness of every character, must 
give way to living altruism!

I have no time at present to write 
more—except to sa/ that we need a 
person for president of the N. S. A. who 
can spend his or her time In the field, 
holding meetings mid coming In social 
touch with the people. We will not 
find a business num with business de­
mands upon hls time Is a competent 
person. '1 he president should bo one of 
our speakers—nnd we have many who 
ar ©competent. Therons no just rea­
son why Harrison D. Barrett should 
not lie re-elected If he will accept. He 
lias done better work for our cause 
than many suppose. He stands for 
truth, honesty, and justice. He has 

“born© a great burden for us and wc 
should not be Ingrate.

No trouble exists to find a competent 
president—but Brother Barrett lias not

amounts only to the aping after ortho­
dox forms, and the catering to popular 
.sentiment; and people claiming to be 
representative Spiritualists ought to 
have stamina and backbone enough to 
discard the senseless forms and cus­
toms of a decaying system founded on 
ignorance, superstition'and myth.
■Prayer so far as fashionable wordy 

petition Is concerned,- is-a part of wor­
ship, and worship Is a degradation of 
true manhood arid womanhood; it Is a 
belittling-of the power of mind, and liu- 
millatlng to the soul, and what do Spir­
itualists want of it, anyway? Why run 
after tbe follies of the past, or tjie pres­
ent? Why hug to our bosoms the delu­
sions of tlie long ago? Why wallow in 
the darkness of medieval ignorance, 
■when the light.df knowledge shines all 
around ns to-day?

Prayers have been offered to God, 
and to the Gods, through all the ages, 
and yet no evidence appears that one 
single petition has ever been answered, 
or even heard;by any Deity. Then 
why should Spiritualists perpetuate; the 
farce?

Nd doubt -invocations to “Infinite In­
telligence” afford opportunity to d|s. 
play the beauties of rhetoric and th© 
flow of words oti the one hand, or the 
bungling expression of some of the “or­
dained” on tlie other hand, but. then In- 
Unite Intelligence ought to have suffi- 
cient Intelligence to nqltber demand 
nor desire tlie platitudes of mortals or 
of immortals.

One can think bow “royally” and Ute 
“nobility” and the pompous Pope and 
priest with a moiety of Intelligence can 

Pleased with tlie pleadings aud 
BtoUdlts, and tickled with the atten­
tion and flattery of their “subjects.” 
but Infinite Intelligence should be 
above such business, and from my

You ask, “Shall the coming National 
Convention of Spiritualists be opened 
with prayer.” The fact that in the six 
years that I have been 111 the field as a 
worker, I have never yet offered up 
either prayer or invocation, will show 
conclusively how I.stand upon that 
matter—and if my personal opinion be 
of any value, I should say In'auswer to 
tho above question, Decidedly not.

1 do not believe it possible for Ihe 
success of that convention or any other 
to be made any greater by prayer or In­
vocation.

Beside the fact that an answer to 
personal .prayer, coming from the 
ruling power or powers of tlie universe, 
would necessitate a complete over­
throw of nature’s laws, It Is Inconsist­
ent With our philosophy. It is th© 
boast of Spiritualists that "we have 
outgrown our orthodox Ideas,” and still 
so ninny of us fall to demonstrate that 
fact by our actions.

There is, according io my Ideas, but 
one kind of prayer that will do us any 
good, and that one is not. to be offered 
up before a multitude, or In public at 
all, but must arise from the desires of 
tbe Individual to become a better man 
or woman.

I look upon the average outspoken 
prayer as au evidence of tear and self­
ishness; the first because we nre afraid 
of "God," and lack confidence in Him 
or Her, or It, whatever Hie force may 
be, and feel that unless we nre con­
tinually “begging” him to remember 
our needs we shall be neglected. Sec­
ond, we pray generally because we

heathenish enslaving form of cere­
mony, you can guess bow he would 
vote?

I am decidedly opposed to every mys­
tical method nnd form of instruction 
nnd worship, in Spiritual meetings.

This article briefly expresses my 
views upon the subject of public pray­
ers; it’Is not Intended to disturb, irri­
tate or influence the closet prayer, the 
everyday silent, lawful, unselfish 
prayer, such prayers from those who 
feel inclined to make them, or live 
thorn,(Unselfishly, have my right hand 
of ‘love nnd fellowship; It’s the shams, 
the selfish deceptions that I oppose.
' ’Tho tendency bas been towards old 
cbuVch* forms and ceremonies for the 
past >-ten’years;, of course our lenders 
are not free from Ignorance and selfish­
ness;’"tunny of -them have already 
adoptecl- the prayer, deception along 
with the Infinite Intelligence God, and 
I heard of one of the prominent N. S. 
A. leaflets and preachers making three 
prayers’ at one ftiiieral in the West; if 
the departed one wns'a Spiritualist, ho 
or she must have been ashamed; If ft 

’much flattered. The ten- 
!n this direction, and there Is

This sacred enactment, under which 
many millions of people are now living, 
Is fully ns binding to-day as it. was 114 
years ago, when it was en"c**<}’ and 11 
should be scrupulously 0 • •

In regard to prayer, I n'^X ^d, Jn 
this connection, that In the convention 
which framed this Ordinance of 1787, 
and the Coiislltutlon of 'the United 
States, Dr, Benjamin Franklin “moved 
^“t henceforth prayers Imploring the 
Assistance of heaven and Ils blessings 
on our deliberations, be held In this as­
sembly every morning, and tliat one or 
more of the clergy of this city (Phila­
delphia, Pa.) be requested- to officiate 
In that service."

In a footnote the worthy Dr. Frank­
lin adds: “Tho convention, except three' 
or four persons, thought prayer unnec­
essary."

Precedents, In religious, as In secular 
affairs, when good ones, should be fol­
lowed.

When, the martyred President Will­
iam McKinley, was breathing bls lifst 
moments'on earth, the papers report 
that there were two clergymen offered 
their services to pray for him, nt the 
dentil-bed. Tlielr services were re­
spectfully ilecllifed. Prayers might bo 
dispensed with In the N. S. A. without 
injury to tbe cause of Spiritualism.

I am for electing E. W- Sprague ta 
president of .the N. S. A.. ™P' 
1002, if he will accept. *H ' .l?®?.^ 
faithful over n1 few things, lot us 
make him ‘Tiller over many things."

The cause of ' Spiritualism proper Is 
not declining In the world to-day, nil 
assert Iona, of the clergy to the contrary 
notwithstanding. > It is ‘ established 
churches nnd man-made creeds that 
aro on the decline the world over. So

meeting or a shower of rain—the utter 
helplessness of tho situation Is realized. 
An well beat a dog to.,,exorcise nn 
eclipse as to ask a suspension or ,modi­
fication or notice of our little aside per­
formances. Tlie matter is not for se­
rious discussion at all. It is a mere 
mental habit,! born of race childhood, 
that allows a suspension of robust men­
tal Action to revel In tho hasheesh of 
tbe iiiingliiailon.

All you or any of us may say or do, 
Gils menial dissipation'will have Its 
devotees.' and they Would have their In­
tellectual tenements to/cut’, did It not" 
remain as tenant. 1

As lo Who ought to be president un­
der such an order of things, it would be 
.impertinent to suggest where no syiu- 
patliy exists. ■ SARGIS.

Then If not a thinkable thing why 
make motions at a thing you can’t lo­
cate? You see where tbe trouble 
comes in.

Next, who is to pray? Is it the Pres­
ident, the Secretary,.or has tbe N. S. A. 
a chaplain who as |ts official organ is 
to wrestle with Infinity? It Is these 
practical mutters tliat meet us nt the 
threshold. The ordained people have 
been praying for ages, yet they are not 
a whll nearer what they are trying to 
get at than at the beginning. The only 
peopRj we have that don't pray is our

An Evidence of Fear and Self­
ishness.

humble corner of the earth I.would ad­
vise Spiritualists to quit tlie “praise-to- 
Goil" business, and turn tlielr attention 
to the betterment of humanity.

Keep prayers out of the convention. 
Let Spiritualism stand on Its basis of 

.naturalness, and not on Imitation of 
wormbut' and senseless forms of wor­
ship.' There is much need ot education 
along nil lines of thought. There Is, 
great need of teaching that will enlarge 
the Intelligence, and widen tbe scope of 
sound judgment, even among Spiritual- 
ists, and If tbe National Association 
can exert auy Influence over lesser 
Spiritualistic bodies, let that assem- 
Nnta Advise nil chartered organiza-

Lkpfiier cbur.1?1®’1 ty the State 
or‘Nnttonal AsSOClnU®U8 or , by thc 
State legislature, to De Wary of the In­
discriminate granting of “ordination.” 
It Is dreadful how that privilege is 
abused. But of this I purpose to speak 
another time.' ■ -

Who shall be the next president of 
the N. 8. A.? With, due respect and 
kindly feelings to Mr. Barrett, yet I

have some particular wish, which we 
would like to have gratified. The laws 
of our country punish those who de­
pend upon “begging" for the necessities 
of life, we naturally look down upon a 
beggar, and think It all right if he be 
committed for vagrancy, etc.

How can begging from man be worse 
than begging from God? I fear some 
of our professional religious beggars 
will some day find a charge of va­
grancy booked against them.

If we must pray, let that prayer be a 
jjj’syjt' for advancement, progression, 
improvement. Don't ask God to do 
what we can do ourselves. Ix?t us live 
our prayers, letting every action be a 
practical prayer. If we must Invoke 
tlie higher powera to aid those who 
hunger, let the Invocation be of the 
substantial kind that will stay the 
hunger and relieve the suffering of 
men, and we shsfl! accomplish more 
good by far. If we know better than 
our orthodox friends, let us show It by 
our actions, nnd the world wijl be tho 
more ready to believe It. The idea that 
we are ruled by a vacillating person­
ality tliat can be swayed this way and 
that by tbe prayers of the people, 
should be very repugnant to all who 
believe in justice and right.

Let the National Association go on 
record as being opposed to those vol­
uminous splurges soineitimcs called In- 
vocallons, and as advocating practical 
application of prayer.

Not one person In a hundred, proba­
bly a thousand, is able to give an in­
vocation that Is not a contradiction to 
nature.

As for president pf the N. S. A., If .we 
I arc io have a change, I should like to 
1 see a man about the size of Rev. Moses 

Hull crowded Into the chair. I think 
he would fit it very snugly.

WILL J. ERWOOD. "
La Crosse, Wls. - .

«$$5J5MM$MW$K$S«$^^

"What is the Almighty that we 
should serve him? and what profit 
should we have, If we pray unto him?" 
Job 21:15.

Now that the adoption of a Declara­
tion of Principles places Spiritualism 
<m a similar footing with creed sec­
tarians; and inasmuch as the forms 
Und ceremonies endorsed by theN. 8. A. 
will mold the action of subaltern socie­
ties, the question becomes pertinent; 
Shall formal prayer be used iu opening 
its sessions?

Two principal elements enter Into the 
right answer to the quesTlon; first, tho 
Belug or object addressed; second, tha 
object or thing prayed for.

The clouds of sorrow that have over­
shadowed our country because of tho 
murder of three of its best Presidents; 
and the billions of prayers that have 
been uttered to avert aud dispel such 
clouds, demonstrate tliat the orthodox 
anthropomorphic God Is cither unable 
or very unwilling to interfere In our be­
half; and they also prove that prayers 
are no protection against madmen’s 
bullets, and faith uo antidote for.

dlBturb-~but they, were not the “closet!' 
that JcsW described—the# didn’t fill 
tho bllL Is not tinich of tbe formula 
we see iibout^is Sensible atid bn.it. .par 
with' this Ji;vtalh'-Ideal? One thing is 
sure, they iife nut more honest aiKl 
sincere. It.is alt (lie wbrtc slmply^xif 
the children pf tuiClfirgci' growth.'

When you iooif 'vli't' Into the’universe 
of suns, stars, wiirUls,.,willi their, iiuig- 
nitntles, jlWnc^ W M'ftTflou of 
jiiovement i'O ptaWt! ns to caleulaio Uta 
■place Of piimctsilcentii'iiea apart—nnd 
then try to fix ufita sonie 0116 or Honie- 
thing.40 pray tdiA/br A . harmonious

mx.
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PRAM
Shall the Next Meeting of theN. S

A. Be Opened with Prayer ?

Deduced frooi.tM PhllbSO* 

phy of Naturalism.
“To him who In the iQve of Nature j 
Holds communion with her visible 

forms, • ,?-.:
She speaks a various language.”

The above question put to me by the 
enterprising editor of that truly pro­
gressive paper, The Progressive Think­
er, is a. most peculiar oue and difficult 
to answer by yes or no. While I have 
always been extremely doubtful of the 
truth of the doctrine of tho orthodox 
church, even while yet a member of it, 
that the Deity is a “prayer-hearing and 
a prayer-answering God,” I am free to 
confess that I have often been made to 
feel better spiritually and physically 
by having listened to an earnest,. siR' 
sere, beautiful, eloquent, noD-sectaHan, 
non-dogmatie Invocation addressed to 
the unknown whom we call God, 
whether delivered in an orthodox pul­
pit or upon the Spiritualistic rostrum. 
I have heard aud read many Spiritual­
istic- invocations which thrilled me 
mentally and physically with delight, 
granduer and sublimity; It has only 
been occasionally that prayers from an 
orthodox pulpit have had this effect 
upon me, and upon those few occasions 
tbe .orthodoxy of the preachers who ut­
tered them was questionable.

I have no sympathy with tho doc­
trine that vice can atone for crimes by 
prayer. I once heard my old beloved 
instructor, the World-renowned sur­
geon, Prof 8. D. Gross, say when pre­
sented by his class with a bouquet of 
Cowers, that he could not see how It 
was possible for a lover of flowers to

vt'

commit a crime
I have a great admiration for 

prayer of poetry and tbe poetry 
prayer
“Spirit that breathest through my 

tice,

the 
of

lut-

*!

I

Thou that coolest the twilight of the' 
sultry day, ।

Gratefully flows thy freshness round 
my brow.”

“He who from zone to zone 
Guides through tbe boundless sky 
The feathered flight,
In tho long way that we must tread 

alone, •
Will guide our steps aright” |

Such are tbe prayers in which I de­
light—tlie prayers inspired by nature, 
and, It may be, by nature’s God. I

Our beloved sister, Miss Belle Bush, 
so beautifully says: I

“There are hearts that open like flow­
ers In June,

There are some like harps that are kept 
In time. !

There are still small voices that greet 
the ear j

At times when no visible forms aro
near. 1 ।

There are ‘echoes that come from a far- 
off shore,’ i

There aro gleams of light from a noise­
less oar, ।

That, tracking the sea of humanity, 
Is guiding the ship of destiny.
There are frail barks drifting away to

- sea, I
With no hand to point where the shoals

may be. • |
There’s the breath of a kiss on brow 

and cheek |
When the lips that give them we vainly 

seek.” |

Emerson has written somewhere that 
•‘no man ever prayed heartily without 
learning something.” I think ho meant 
bar “heartily” a thirst for a knowledge I 
of nature and of nature’s laws when 
she (nature) is most likely to respond to 
such prayer.

Shakespeare makes one of his char­
acters say:
“Hls worst fault is, that he is given to 

prayer; he is
Something peeyish that way; but no­

body but
Has bls fault,—but let that pass.”

And so It depends very much upon 
how we view the subject of prayer. 
That we can have granted to us that 
for which we pray is certainly untrue, 
as has been so recently demonstrated 
when the whole nation prayed for the 
recovery and preservation of tbe life of 
our martyred President, Wm. McKin­
ley. The explanation for the failure of 
this unanimous prayer of America Is 
that it was not consistent with God’s 

, will.
I never had much confidence in the 

orthodox couplet:—

“And Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees.”

Surely the saint represented on hls 
knees by the picture which adorns the 
head Of your printed question, Brother 
Francis, would hardly excite the fear, 
envy or malice-of Old Nick, for he 
resembles more the assassin of McKin-

In answer to tbo question, “Shall the 
coming convention of the N. & A. be 
opened by prayer?1 I am pleased to go 
on record with a positive No!—an abso­
lute negative from whiqh my reason 
can find no cause for appeaL I have 
come to tbls conclusion after what I 
believe to be a conscientious effort to 
comprehend the definite and unmistak­
able teachings of the Spiritualist phil­
osophy, or rather that which I choose 
to call tbe philosophy of Naturalism.
I find philosophy defined by eminent 

lexicographers as.being “The. knowl­
edge. of phenomena as explained by, 
and resolved Into, causes and reasons, 
powers and laws. ' ■

Now, then, In accordance with nay 
conception of the universe, It seems 
reasonable that after we have resolved 
Its phenomena Into causes aud reasons, 
powers and principles there can be 
found do room for a petty, ■ personal, 
prayer-answering God. ;.

Even an approximate comprehension 
of causes, and reasons, seems to me to 
reveal the eternal Immutability of the 
principles governing the correlated ele­
ments of the universe. Upon the affini­
ties of such correlations depend tho 
eternal procession of cause and effect; 
the grasping harmonies of inherent af­
finities draw together complementary 
elements and from their union, new ex­
pressions, energies, and forms, are 
evolved, thus from the latent energy of 
elemental cosmos, does ail activity, de­
velopment and progress originate.

Granting the above to bo true, then 
man the human is, as well as all other 
cosmic expressions, but an evolvement 
from primordial conditions, and as 
such an evolvement has no ascendency 
over his environment, other than such 
as he gains by the use of hls- special 
faculties. The use of his faculties may 
enable him through even a limited 
knowledge of the principles governing 
nature, to harmonize his actions with 
existing principles and thus accomplish’ 
certain results. However, I do not be­
lieve that definite results can ever be 
accomplished by thinking or voicing 
prayers or invocations to a postulated 
“God, Over Soul, or Infinite Intelli­
gence.” Such a method is to misdirect 
and .waste the energy. As expressed In 
faculty and human Intelligence, prayer 
must be abortive when addressed to a

Invoke Die Aid of the Spirit 
World,

* • "“ ,“"’* 4
Your circular letter of recent date’ 

asking my views on the subject of 
prayer In general,-and particularly as 
regards the opening of the next N. 8. A. 
Convention, io be held In Washington, 
D. 0., by prayer, also the propriety of 
the almost .universal, practive among 
the Spiritualists of opening their meet­
ings with an invocation or prayer as 
you call it, was duly received. Most 
assuredly, I for one believe in prayer or 
aspiration. Not that It will change tho 
natural order of events In the slightest. 
We live in the domain of laws, and no 
prayer of mortals can change that law. 
All the prayers of all the world did not 
or could not save the life of Lincoln, 
Garfield, or William McKinley. Neither 
do I think that there is any God in the 
universe that could have saved. them 
from 4he assassin’s bullet Possibly a 
more thorough knowledge of surgery 
might have saved Garfield’s or McKin­
ley’s life; be that as it may, prayer cer­
tainly did not save theini • ♦• ‘

I believe there Is Intelligence in this 
universe far beyond the capacity of 
man to fathom, and I care not whether 
you call It Infinite or not. There was 
something here before we was. Don’t 
ask me to define that something, for I 
cannot We see its manifestations on 
every hand, Intelligently so. You say 
there Is a doubt, a very marked one, as 
to the eficacy of prayer in influencing 
Deity. Of course there Is, and I doubt 
very much whether there Is any con­
siderable number of Spiritualists who 
believe there is.

The offering of au invocation at the 
opening of our meetings, as practiced 
by most of our speakers, is a far differ­
ent matter from the ordinary prayer as 
offered in all the sectarian churches of 
our land. Judging from what some of 
our people write and say, they make no 
distinction between the two. While it 
seems to me they are as far apart as 
the poles, you wiy ask, then, what Is

Must Eve? Hake the Place 
of ^./Service.

To the Edltqjh^Xou solicit my opin­
ion of the utiiqy^r futility, of prayer 
aLTkn agent j& p^nollug the spiritual 
welfare of hujnablty, and whether, in 
my view, the #ex^National Convention 
of • Spiritually? - should be.opened by 
invoking a real or Imaginary Deity? .

In respons^I. would- say that the 
clearest reasoningtpf which I am capa­
ble prompts Ws.rqply: No! Never!!
If this Is not definite enough, permit 

me to offer further reasons for this de­
cision by asking tpe following ques­
tions, which, If answered in the affirm­
ative, I desire palpable proof thereof: -

Hus any man ever seen God?- Cun 
any deliberate body of men demon­
strate the existence of an intelligent, 
organized Supremo Being having rout*; 
lines? If not, to whom shall they pray? 
Is this body of Intelligent Spiritualists 
composing th^ National Association 
possessed of reasoning faculties when 
supplicating the throne of an unknown 
Deity? Is there;a tittle . of wisdom 
shown by this august assemblage in en­
tering ’ into such holy compact before 
the* altar of the UnWerso, when every 
sentiment expressed Is In direct con-

Should Be Substituted for 
Prayer.

Whether Sessions Open with 
Prayer or Not,

BE TOLERANT
To Unite in Something Will Be a’ 

:. New Departure,

'.4

* To the Editor:—You ask my opinion, 
for publication, In regard to prayer, 
and ; as whether our next National, 
Association should be opened with 
prayer. In reply, permit me to say that 
while, from iuy standpoint, I am com-' 
polled to believe in a personal Deity, I 
do not believe in prayer.

It was forty years ago when I first

To the Editor;—In response to your 
Inquiry I beg -to submit my opinion 
that it is wholly immaterial whether 
the N. 8. A. should - open Its sessions 
with prayer or not. The sentiments of 
those who regard all prayer as humbug 
and mummery are as fully entitled to 
consideration and respect as are those 
who are most devout. The sentiment

received from wise spirits my first les- of the majority should rule and it is 
sons in Spiritualism, and it was then presumed that tho N. 8. A. officers aim 
they first Informed me as to the in- to represent this sentiment as nearly 
utility and foolishness of prayer; say- as possible. .
lug that prayer was the product of To me it seems a matter of very little 
Ignorance and superstition, and that all consequence whether tbe N. 8. A. shall 
prayer, by whomsoever made, was lost open Its meetings with prayer or song, 
on the desert air, for that do. sound of or fife and drum or cornet band, or 
prayer ever reached tlie ears of the none of these. I have known some 
Deity, and remarking, that It was well, N. S. A, conventions opened with 

for that tbe constant din of the mixed prayer and some without, In the one
multitude of voluble, pious palaver and case, many were disgusted at the
Pitiful ‘
grating 
terrible 
Deity, 
prayer,

pleadings, for Christ’s sake, “aping of church mummeries” and In 
upon hls hearing,- would bo a the other case many were horrified at 
affliction to the Deity, The the “lack of religious spirit” Spirlt- 

therefore, heats nothing of unlists are divided on. the subject of 
and the* Deity, consequently, prayer as they are concerning God, but

answer^ nothing of prayer. But spirits, bo long as the N. 8. X Declaration of 
individual, subordinate spirits,' may Principles recognizes an Infinite Intelll-. 
and do confer favors, render aid and gence the use of prayer at formal open-

tra vention to the laws governing In the comfort, but only within the range of ing of sessions Is quite consistent, 
realms of Nature? To make thglr pray- possibilities. These wise spirits, fur- There are prayers and prayers. The 
ers effective, should they not prove to thermore, declared , that there was nature of a prayer corresponds to the 
the unbelievers- the ’ existence of In- really no need for prayer—private or conception of God held by the person 
finite Intelligence (which is the acme public prayer—for there was in Nature praying. Belief in an extra-cosmic, an-

r -------- - I*
To the Editor:—Your request for ts 

expression of my views on the above 
subject has overtaken me in tho midst 
of my preparations for returning to the 
scene of my winter’s work at Olney* 
vllle, R. I. I will say that if we all 
unite in prayer or in anything else, w>, 
shall prove that wo can all unite is 
something, which will be a new depart­
ure. That will bo very consoling. Still 
more bo if wo cau all unite in knowl­
edge of the object for which we would 
pray, -*

You say truly, “Many of our most el-; 
oquent and'erudite speakers never com* 
mence their lectures or meetings with, 
a prayer or invocation.” It might as 
truly be said that many do. In this Wb 
are not united. If we were bo ft would, 
not prove that the practice is valuable 
or detrimental. Prayer, like every­
thing else, must stand upon Its own1 
merits, irrespective of who prays and 
who does doL

Prayers ere said to bo answered 
when they set into operation a natural 
law to that end. When they do hot, 
they are failures. Tbe prayer of sup­
plication, the begging for something 
which we know we do not deserve and 
feel we ought not to receive, or ques­
tion whether we shall receive, is worse 
than a failure. It positively drives
away the thing we ask. K

The prayer offered to a finite creation1 
of our imagination reaches some finite.

of all sentient thought and necessarily a law of compensation which would thropomorphic God naturally Induces
endowed with powers of design), or, of She to all In time, according to their the prayer of supplication or petition
an "Infinite Intelligence who is ready necessities and merits, and. that, too, for all desired favors regardless of nat- 
and able to bow to the fiat of petty, without asking. Besides, everything in ural law or science. This prayer differs I our conception
man? Does this ^ unknown “Intelll- Ufe and nature moves according to from the savage’s prayer to his fetich be willing and able to help us In the

intelligence who corresponds to 
and who may

gence” possess ears to hear and a heart axed law. Fate or Fortune preordains only in degree. matter and may not. Invocation of In­
to respond to the complex’ and Impas- for the best. What, therefore, is was The efficacy of such prayers Is denied finite Intelligence which expresses It- 
sioned language of each individual or L^ ho. “it is God’s way," and no prayer by millions of Intellectual and scientific self as best it may through our finite
Beet imploring aid In accordance with can hinder. people, yet the custom Is sustained and understandings is potent Those who
their idiosyncrasies? Are not the sen- A spirit, too, once said, “Prayer Is defended by other millions who are understand this and practice it aro us-
timents and prayers of the different or- ofleu disappointing, for if it gives at apparently intelligent, cultured and ing natural law, not seeking to change
ganlzations or associations directly and “h, It gives only that Intended, and learned. The orthodox praying person It or to influence any Deity.
...^.„.*_ .....------- ..... ... ..i . .............................. i..............i......... .............^ wm C|te you repeated instances of an- I do not hope that all present at the‘iposltively antagonistic to tho equally 8ucb y°u way have already received, 

'Conscientious convictions and welfare aud without asking. For your spirit

the use of prayer What good does It 
do, If it does not change the purpose of 
an Infinite Intelligence, Deity, God or 
whatever name? Then what use, I will 
tell you, as it appeals to my conscience. 
It benefits the ones who earnestly ask 
for guidance In all the affairs of life, 
for knowledge to do the right, for 
strength to do our duty, in all the 
walks of life. It is not at all necessary
that one should make formal prayers, 

presumed Deity, for such prayers have to bo effectual. You can pray as you
no potency In affecting or changing the walk the street, or while at your work, 
potential affinities of cosmic elements, A sincere desire of the soul to be and 
hence tbe endless chain of cause and do as I have indicated will help anyone 
effect remains undisturbed, consequent- to grow In grace aud in the knowledge 
ly there can be no definite result ac- of tbo truth. 1 believe that an earnest
compllshed. Invocation at the opening of any of our

I believe, however, that the human meetings tends to harmonize the more 
spirit is possessed of the power of be- or less conflicting elements that might 
coming self-masterful and with that attend them. We all believe (at least 
ability can through growth arrive at a I do) that the spirit world has a tic- 
position where with the consciousness mendous Influence In the affairs of this 
of need, one will no longer fee! the ne- world, and it is only proper that we 
cessity of calling to God for aid, but should invoke their aid. That they can 
with the joint agency of love and wls- and do aid and assist us goes without 
dom can of self call into action forces saying. The old saying that anything’ 
that shall be capable of satiating desire that Is not worth the asking Is not 
and longing and thus fulfill the offlee worth having, is applicable In this case.
that has been accredited to prayer lam well aware that some of our

The N. S. A. has my very best wishes, ablest speakers do unit believe in an Jn- 
and I believe that as time goes by, there vocation or prayer and never Indulge 
will be evolved from..the honest pur- in such foolishness, as they term k. 
poses of its supporters that which will They seem to think It is aping orthodox
prove a blessing to our cause. How* churches, and a relic of the Dark Ages, 
ever, I should earnestly favor an ellmi- etc., etc. To all such I would say: 
nation of the Infinite Intelligence Don’t pray If you don’t feel like It I 
clause from the “declaration of princl-1 wouldn’t. If you think there la no In- 
plcs,” and I only wish that the Associa­
tion could exist without anything in 
the nature of a creed at all.

OSCAR A. EDGERLY. 
Lima, Ohio.

A

jonsclentious convictions and welfare aud without asking. For your spirit swered’prayers of this kind, forgetting convention will unite in prayer, but I 
of the opposing body as well as to the ancestors, your mother, father, In spirit or excusing tho Innumerable cases of see no reason why those who can see 
ruling of Natural law and the magnetic bfe» whose Influence is ever over you failure. Had President McKinley lived, no use lor It should object to those who 
force which holds 'every atom in its for £°°d. and helpful, according to great credit would bave been given to choose to do so uniting tbelr minds In 
noper equipoise? If all supplications, tllelr ability, and wisdom, and who per- the prayers for saving hls life, but as a common purpose If they have one. 
hrust in such an absurd manner at the Ilaps, may be your guardian spirits, he died, the unavailing prayers will be The projection of human will and aspl- 
hrone of a conscious!?) Infinite Power, w*^ know what Is best for you, and forgotten as In the cases of Lincoln, ration has divine force. It Is necessary 

were answered in detail, individually S^ve you without asking.” Garfield and Grant. for some one to give vocal expression 
and collectively as desired, Is there not ^ all tbls not common sense? Then Tho only strictly consistent praying to this, that others who bear may fol-
evidence that our little planet would be what is the use of prayer? Besides, we people of this kind are the Dowieltes, low with the same will and aspiration, 
thrown out of joint, tbe scales of jus- know that prayer has never brought whose faith in prayer Is so absolute We may rightly rejoice at our free- 
tice unbalanced at tho hands of a about any change, in the general run and unbounded that they rely wholly dom from dogmas and ceremonial ob-
clique, and hls Satanic Majesty rule su- of events, for crime, vice, poverty aud upon God to cure or kill them as ho servances, but we overshoot the mark 

if we reject a practice merely because 
tho church has retained IL There is a

ley than a man of God.

“In prayer the lips ne’er act the win­
ning part I

Without the sweet concurrence of the 
heart”

“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed,”
but it is very desirable that that desire 
however sincere, should be intelligent, 
whether there be or not any possibility 
or probability of its being granted.

0 sad state :
Of human wretchedness; so weak Is 

man,
So Ignorant and blind, that did not God 
Sometimes withhold in mercy what we 

ask, •• '■•.■ ? .'>
We should be ruined at our own re­

quest”

Now, In regard to the question of 
opening the meetings of Spiritualists 
with prayer, I think I would leave It 
entirely with t he “openers.” If the 
spirit moves them to pray, if they feel 
inspired to pray, for heaven’s sake let
them pray. I am a good deal of 
Quaker on the subject of prayer, 
have often observed how difficult 
was for the preacher in the pulpit 

’pray—what an effort it was for him

a 
I 
it 
to 
to

breathe out hla soul in prayer, while nt 
other times tbe same preacher seemed 
so grandly Inspired that hls sentences 
flowed as freely and ns beautifully ns a 
river. Preachers’ hearts are not always 

kept In tune, They are not always “In 
the spirit on the Lord’s day,” anct If it 
were not the orthodox custom and re­
quirement, prayer would occasionally 
be omitted in the pulpit. It is not al­
ways true that “‘we are on praying 
grounds and Interceding terms.” We 
are no more always the same spiritual­
ly than we are always the same physi­
cally.- It is only when the preacher or 
speaker is on tho mountain top of inspi­
ration that he can pray impressively 
upon the minds of bis hearers.

A grand poem of nature grandly nnd 
> impressively read or rendered will 

often very appropriately take the place 
. ” of a prayer or. invocation on the ros- 
i. trum or In the pulpit But how few of 
' . our speakers or preachers aro good 
;; yonders oy elocutionists. ’ Tho “Lord’s 

Brayer” was never properly rendered 
Y ^’ ln lhte country until a Spiritualist, tho 
^- renowned star of the stage, Edwin 
fe?vi Booth, recited It at tho request If I rd- 

inember correctly, of tho Bev. Henry 
^■•i">: ’ • -■•'..•■.. . ■•

Ward Beecher. I do not remember of 
ever hearing from tbe pulpit a hymn or 
chapter of the Bible properly and im­
pressively read. The pulpit in this 
country Is sadly In need of a few les­
sons in elocution.^

Prayer, or that peculiar reaching out I 
for something is as natural to the hu­
man heart as it Is for the bud to blos­
som, nnd is one of the strongest ration­
al evidences of the Immortality of the 
soul. As Prof John Fiske has so qptly 
stated It, “Precisely as In the most em­
bryonic condition the prefigured wing 
of the bird or fin of the fish infallibly 
Indicates, tbe element necessary to Its 
life, so the whole analogy of evolution 
bears us with Irresistible momentum to 
the conclusion that tlie religious nature 
and cravings of mankind are correlated 
with an unseen world.”

“We do not see Thee, yet when eve’s 
last, sigh

Isibreathed o’fcr vale nnd hill, । 
And darkness slowly deepens the sky,

And all the world is still, ;
Thy vision, dawning on our Inward 

sight,
Fills all our souls with light

“We do not hear Thee speak, yet In the 
hour

When worldly thoughts arise, ’ 
And o’er our souls those brooding shad­

ows lower
That hide Thee from our eyes 

A still small voice, too faint for mortal 
ear,

Tells us that Thou art near. > 

“We cannot touch the hand: that ruleth 
' heaves, ;

: Yet in this vale of tears, I
When hope lies shattered, and our 

souls are risen
With desolating fears,

We need but ask for comfort a^d for |
<. grace, :

To feel Thy warm embrace.

“Light of our souls, sweet Counsellor • 
and wise,

| Friend in adversity!
Within our hearts can brighter hope

I arise
Than to abide with Thee? \

Oh, lead us to Thy home of love and 
rest,

And make ns truly blest”

It matters not whether prayer Is at 
all times Intelligent or whether It Is ad­
dressed to a God about whom absolute­
ly nothing Is known. It Is that Intense 
desire to know something of the Great 
First Cause of our’ existence that 
makes prayer so grandly beautiful In 
its Ignorance, innocence and simplicity. 
“Lead me to the Rock that Is higher 
than L” “Rock of Ages cleft for me, let 

[me bide myself In thee,” “Nearer, nay 
I God, to thee,” “Lead kindly . light 

amidst the encircling gloom,” are pray­
ers which find a most ready, natural 
response from the human heart of 

'whatever race, color, or creeds
“Who by searching can find out 

God?” I don’t know, but let .us con­
tinue tbe search anyhow. If prayer Is 
of the least Importance in the search, 
by all means let us Indulge it It cer­
tainly can do us no harm and not Infre­
quently makes us feel better when 
moved by'the spirit.

H. V. SWERINGEN.

telllgence Iff the universe higher than 
your own, that is capable or has the 
power to help you, don’t ask. • I believe 
there Isydnd so I pray.

There were but few persons In these 
United States, and for that matter, the 
civilized world, but what earnestly 
wished that Wiliam McKinley would 
recover, but very few really believed 
that Deity would or could stop or 
change the action of natural laws. 
That wish or desire is what I call 
prayer. x •

I am in favor of opening the National 
Convention with an invocation.
I think it best to retain H. D. Barrett 

as president for the ensuing year. Not 
that he is tho only one in our ranks 
that is capable of filling that position, 
but be Is far better equipped for that 
offlee than when first elected.

Brethren, let us get together. What 
matter whether you believe In Infinite

ATTRACTIONS.
1 Ono of our splendid attractions for 
the fall and winter in The Progressive 
Thinker will be tho Hull-Jamieson de­
bate. Don’t miss this nnd live to re­
gret IE Subscribe now.

Intelligence, not “an” Infinite Intelli­
gence, or not? Whether you believe in 
prayer or not? We do believe that we 
have the best system of Philosophy, 
Science or Religion, call It what you 
may,, that the world has got or ever 
had. So let us stop quibbling over non- 
essentials, meet together in Washing­
ton in October, and do all we can to ad­
vance tbe cause we all hold so dear.

Willoughby, 0. E. W. BOND.

preme In the realm of Greed? woe still remain. I wills..—
The Imoort of these Questions defines For 1800 ycura’ and more’ the ChrIs' The “rn”D,te Intelligence” acknowl-

roilv n V (Iau world bas ljra^ed “Thy K^ora e^ ^ the N. 8. A; declaration of spirit in all thingy prayer Included,
n i Come,” etc. But bas this prayer of principles is broad enough to convey a J and as Spiritualists we should seek It

emcacy prayer as an toward eenturles been answered? I answer, higher conception of God aud therefore and claim it as our own. Besides we
the spiritual unroiament or tne race. 1 ^o! and. furthermore, that kingdom is a higher form of prayer entirely reason- should be tolerant In all things. To

remote as ever. able aud scientific. pray or not to pray, that Is a question
Sof nroven Hoibdhe world in^n But some win sfly> “Doesn’t scripture Itecognlzlng God as the Infinite, Im- whleh each mon has a right to answer 
does not Invoke an imaginary Deity for f,r°mfse answer to prayer?" 0 yes, It manent spirit of Intelligence and love, torbimself.

13 bitten, Ask and ye shall receive.” pervading and governing tho cosmos as So with regard to opening the con- 
deflerve Therefore lam “Ask what ye w,11> aud 11 Bball be the human spirit pervades and governs vcntlon with an Invocation I should

thrmmh the of reason tn duh all ^iven,” etc., but try It once, and try it the body, then prayers addressed to say yes. Let those who believe In. Its 
nr-ivors ns tho '(inlnh^PneA l^nor more than once' aud seo If y°u wiH Set tbls “Soul of the Universe” are no efficacy have the right to unite tlielr
nnep and ono Hip hrofonndofit farcpa for your DaIus Inore tbau a cold» dead l°u£er mer® begging petitions, but be- wills in It. Let those who do not showI S silence. come the expression of the human decent respect to those who do.
ex  ̂ Tim Bible In u^ aspiration for higher, nobler Witli reto

snnersthlons rpHelbhisIq or mav-hn ceasing,” and the Bible promise, “Ask things. of the N. 8. A., I have but little to say,
rhriuHnn Rniriwhat you will,” etc., would make splen- Prayers of this nature are like songs but that little is founded upon close ob-

x 4 ill -in r 4 i dld appropriate readings for every of praise acknowledging the Infinite servation for some years. It seems to
obtain divine layors without giv g April Fool’s Day. But prayer, like love and wisdom of God—a realization be tho opinion of a very large number 
equivalent, and is indicative oi an au- ^j^ j8 one of ^e old-time tools of of the oneness of human souls with the that something is gained by changing 
normal conditionMortbe brain force. priestcraft. Infinite, and like perfect music they officers with more or less ferquency.

Yet, I would hot. destroy the toy- Again, the silence to the recent pray- tend to tranquillize and harmonize the The Idea has taken root in ninny minds ’ 
bouse of a child whose mental forces er3 Of ^e .nation, when sympathetic spirit of tbe person praying, and by be- that ono man or woman should not 
may be sustained lulu advanced by tbe hearts, too, In every land prayed for the Ing thus synchronized with the vlbra- hold an offlee for a long time. Where 
Influence of Innocent conceptions of recovery of our late beloved President, tions of those in higher life be Is ren- there is no other cause for change this, 
architecture, neither do I desire to on- and other loved Presidents, under like dered susceptible to the higher spirit- so far as my observation has extended, 
necessarily wountbfhe-feelings of those circumstances, should, I thlhk, be re- ual Influences and thus is strengthened, has proven the reverse of good policy. 
who_ m»y b° temporarily uplifted garded, if. not a rebuke, a powerful evi- comforted and uplifted. This kind of Those societies-a are most successful 
through their crude conceptions of the dence against tbe validity of prayer. prayer requires no utterance in words, whose officers have.held tlielr positions 
power of prayer. ' Thus do we doubt tbe efficacy of except as one person may voice the In- | for the longest periods. If this be true,

Nevertheless, yoq cannot cheat prayer; a notion, but not a principle, a ner thoughts and aspirations of others. 
Mother Nature neither will she listen superstition, but not a fact. Properly understood and properly ex-

^nfundHAQ unless you coin- Thou Is It not time the superstition pressed tbls aspiration of the soul may
i s of llf^ Work! about prayer was by Spiritualists aban- very appropriately be used to open the

work'; must ever take the place of lip doiied absolutely? ' meetings of an organization which ac-
service. All should labor with earnest Let, therefore, the opening service of knowledges the Infinite Intelligence, 
hearts and spiritually vitalized brain tbe next National Association dispense declares tbe continuity of life, maln- 
for the uplifting of the race, where with the gloomy, pious performance of tains the truth of spirit return and

and I believe it I.<h oft local societies, I 
fall to understand why It should be oth­
erwise with the N. 8. A;

* E. J. BOWTELL.

'Ml

they may conceive and organize a senseless prayer, and let the enliven- recognizes spiritual influence and 
brotherhood of souls, based upon the Ing, sweet strains of music, be em- guidance.
principles of justice and common sense, ployed in Its stead. I believe no better president for the
minus all forms or ceremonies. For next president of N. 8. A., my N. 8. A. under present conditions can

Thus I appeal to all to give Reason first choice, John R. Frincls, of. Ohl- be found than the present Incumbent, 
Its unbiased sway. Let It become the cago, Ilk; my second choice, Hudson I Harrison D. Barrett.
arbiter In the thought-realm, when it Mk. of Berlin Heights, Oh^ I ' ___ ERVIN A. RICE,
may be enabled to accept all In the Chicago, Uh DR. R. GREER, - ,
sphere of Spiritual science which It can —-----------,-^e-^.-------------- • | A BOUrce 01 Help and btTCngtlL
properly conceive, and await without p^vpp » DivArainn and Ednpntinn To the Editor:—As you have kindly 
superstitious ,awe .for the unfolding rrayei a Diversion RRtt JhaUCaUOR gent me a copy of your circular letter 
processes of Nature, which must be- Why shouldn’t the N. 8. A. Con ven- a8klng If the N. 8. A. Convention 
come the true exponents of the for- tion open with a relief prayer, If there- should open Its session with prayer, I 
mer’s unceasing achievements in the by it is pleased? It will still have left wm giV6 my opinion briefly, while 
realm mortal. enough hard work. Prayer is diversion, thanking you for the Invitation so to

Praying to an Unchangeable God
Absurd.

To the Editor:—In response to vour 
request, I send you the following: Man 
is a sympathetic being. In seasons of 
sorrow and gloom, he Instinctively 
turns for sympathy, the expression of 
which Is a relief to such feelings. 
Prayer is the sincere and earnest long­
ing for aid and relief. He realizes hls 
weakness, and the fact that there Is a 
balm for sorrow and gloom impels him 
to seek It In prayer.

The misconception is the idea of a 
“Supreme Being from whom all bless­
ings flow.” Thia longing for light and 
aid makes man receptive and he feels 
the Impulse to pray. Since this Being 
which he conceives, is the same yester­
day, to-day and forever, and in whom 
there is no variableness nor the least 
shadow of turning, for.him to ask that 
Being to change his course for the sake 
of the asking is absurd.

If It were understood by the audience 
that all persons aro accompanied' by 
their ’spirit guides, the fervent and elo­
quent invocation addressed to the in­
visible host attendant on the audience, 
those In hearing would be made recept­
ive by it and their guides would be bet­
ter able to Impress them. Such prayer 
is reasonable and profitable.

Many of our most able and eloquent 
speakers are from the ranks of the min­
istry. Their training In that calling 
has so pervaded them that it Is diffi­
cult, if not Impossible to divorce them­
selves from the effects of tbelr early 

I training. In fact, It is so Impressed on 
them as to become a part of their 
minds. Tbe same may be said In ^ 
gard to many In the ranks of Spiritual­
ism. Others coming from the church, 
In their zeal for tho new philosophy, 
have gone to an extreme and look upon 
the former class as only partial con­
verts, and indulge in unpleasant feel­
ings toward them. This spirit of in­
tolerance Is to be deprecated. Each 
one acts ns he feels; none should be 
praised and none blamed. The most 
tolerant feeling Is due to nil.

In regard to the election of a presi­
dent of the National Spiritualist Asso­
ciation, I do not feel competent to 
name anyone. Whoever he is, must be 
broad Jn hls views, liberal In hls senti­
ments and so intellectual In hls grasp 
as to comprehend every phase of spirit 
manifestation and .appreciate all char­
acters of mediumship, enterprising and. 

I energetic, and a good organizer. ' 
1 • E. J. SOHELLHOUS.

Verily, other power than prayer Prayer is educational, at least to the 
should be the factor for advancement one praying. It brings him new ideas. 
In the coming higher civilization. Who Jt Is primary culture, yet at a certain 
knoweth but the heavens of Intellect-1 stage of growth It Is helpful. Until one 
ual Superiority may not open and bring learns truer methods of obtainlhg 
forth, not a personal Christ, as now sound knowledge It is helpful.
taught, but an age which shall add a Prayer is entertainment It Is not 
grander light to the theological world, Intended for Instruction. It is of the 
sweeping away the remnant of super- Imagination. Imagination la Imagery, 
stition, and expand the rays of spirit- and without Imagery prayers wofild 
ual knowledge just dawning upon this fad A^L The most popular ministers 
Twentieth Century morning! ' I strlve for beaut^ above ^sdom in their

To promote the spiritual activities of 
the National Association, I should say 
united effort In purely radical lines 
would be essential, and the election of 
a president willing to cut loose from all 
religious formulas and become an earn­
est leader of the legion of complex 
minds, as far as possible, toward the 
ever rising pinnacle of Science, versus 
all religious theories abased upon pray­
ers anti faith. If Moses Hull can fill 
this bill and lead the Christian Spirit­
ualists by the silken string of Love and 
Charity to grander heights, he is my
choice. BURR OHAAPEL.

Waverly, N. Y.

Prayer.
Would I pray? Sometimes. If my 

soul felt weak 'dndt dependent and 
lacked that moraband mental courage 
necessary to withstand-temptations and 
to perform evident ddties.and honor­
able undertakings;,then would I retire 
into the privacy of some secluded spot 
or chamber and unburden my-bosom to 
the Great Whole ofi which I am a part. 
Not that there Is any* great “I AM,” 
Jove or Zeus, wh'd^iuld take cogni­
zance of my prayerjujd by a divine In­
terposition of tho^ftw-governed ’ unt- 
verse undertake, dlfet^ly or Indirectly, 
to answer it. Butieadh thought sends 
out to-the universal ether its own vi­
bration, and the mbrodutenge and earn- 
est'the' thought thebclenrer defined and 
more lasting the vibfation; and this vi­
bratory movement blends within oth­
er thought vibrations In the same key- 
accord, and If the wave becomes deep 
and strong enough returns to us bear­
ing with lt‘ the strength and power nec­
essary to respond to our. natural -and 
laudable desires. • •

Such prayers nre ndt selfish but are 
offered iff aid of all who are situated in 
like conditions and need like strength 
and assistance. . Those, however, who 
have not cultivatedxthelr • spirituality 
nud sensitiveness mtyy, reject the com­
forter when he comes, and thereby lose 
all benefits of the subtle . currents in 
ithelr favor. Ostentatious public prayer 
I confer a sacrilege and a .delusion, 
and but adding more impetus to the al­
ready overwhelming wave of selfish­
ness and pride. B. F. SLITER.

Kansas. City, Mo.

invocations. The laymen’s comment on 
tbe prayer is, “bow beautiful.”

Music, poetry, and the drama are for 
entertainment more than Instruction. 
Prayer is the same. Religion needs en­
tertainment. Otherwise it would be so 
solemn as to be melancholy. Religion 
sprang from theology and necessarily 
partakes of Its coloring. Those who 
make a religion of Spiritualism must 
pray.

When the relief by prayer was first 
discovered the people were so Over­
joyed that they lay prone on tbe face 
to get the more enjoyment out of It. 
As their mental unfoldment increased 
they rose to tbe knees. Then to the 
feet This latter position being more 
dramatic heightened the pleasure. 
They closed their eyes to give the 
Imagination freer play.

It matters not that prayer originated 
when the evolfation of the understand­
ing was less than now. It Is Immaterial 
that the Turks still enjoy It so well that 
they will pray ten times a day and 
commit murder tbe rest of the time. It 
only proves how little they have de­
veloped In other departments of knowl­
edge.

The Spiritualists are of two classes; 
one comes from the Infidel ranks and 
naturally retains Its former mode of

, expression. The other, from the 
church, as naturally does the same. 
Given sufficient time aud each will 
change. Both ’ classes are necessary. 
The radical Is the more natural leader. 
The conservative Is the important bal­
ance wheel.

. Radical science has been helped by 
the. .criticisms of ’ the. conservative 
church. It prevented the enthusiastic 
science from going too fast The pleas­
ure of science In the discovery of so 
many new rich truths reaches to intoxi­
cation. Science includes dll -rational 
entertainment and needs no prayer. 
When all the world- becomes scientific, 
in its most beautiful sense, that will be 
the end of prayer. It’hasn’t got there

do. On the whole, I am in favor of 
prayer, and I see no reason why the 
convention of the N. 8. A. should omit 
it from the opening exercises. While I 
am willing that every person should 
have and express bls or her own opin­
ion on this and other matters, I cannot 
see how anyone can be in the least In­
jured—physically, spiritually or mor­
ally, in listening to the sincere and 
aspirational Invocations, such as many 
of our faithful co-wOrkers, from both 
sides of life, offer at the opening of 
public meetings in the name and for 
the work of Spiritualism. These In­

vocations ask for the blessing of the 
high and good of di vinest life, they in­
vite the presence and Influence of pure 
spiritual beings, and Invoke the aid of 
the highest Wisdom and ask for the in­
spirations of Truth. I can see nothing 
In these expressed desires and/Wishes 
to harm any one, but on tbo contrary, 
I feel that they bave tho tendency to 
harmonize tbe soul of the listener and 
to bring him or her into a receptive 
condition to that which teachers and 
ministering spirits from the spheres 
may bring to us. Spiritualistic teach­
ers and preachers do not pray to an ar­
bitrary personal autocrat, nor do they 
expect to 'change immutable law by 
their petitions; those of us who believe 
in the spirit of prayer, do so with the 
belief that it softens the heart, and 
turns the mind from worldly things to 
a contemplation of that which Is spirit­
ual. Therefore, to ask a spiritual bless­
ing upon the deliberations of the N. 8. 
A. while in convention assembled, can 
harm no one, while It may have the 
effect of aiding some weary soul to 
draw a little nearer to the fount of 
true spiritual power and ministration, 
dnd to become more fully conscious of 
the same. While It is true, Mr. Editor, 
as your circular says, that “Many of 
our most eloquent speakers never com­
mence their lectures or meetings with 
a.prayer or Invocation,” it is also true 
that many others of our “Most eloq­
uent speakers” do open their meetings 
and begin tlielr lectures with prayer or 
Invocation,’ and we may bo pardoned 
perhaps In thinking that the quiet hush 
over the assembly during the few mo­
ments devoted- to this .service is a 
source of. help and strength to the 
speaker nnd to the audience as well. 
The silent thought of spiritual medita­
tion, In which one desires tho mlnlstra-.. 
tlon and Illumination, which spiritual 
forces and beings can give, Is a prayer, 
aud may prove a blessing :to all, and as 
far as I am concerned I shall bo as well

yet Meanwhile we are allowed the ed­
ucational opportunity of cultivating the 
.delightful virtue of patience. Nature 
does her best work patiently.' ” . , 

Barbarians lovo recreation above In- .
structlon. Toleration Is a jewel set In I that , each soul offers up Its earnest 
a frame of rainbow colors. I prayer foy answer to Its spiritual needs.

Yerona^Wis. „ E. W. BALDWIN. | , ’ MARY T. LONGLEY.

satisfied If a few moments are epent Ju 
profound silence by the delegates at 
tbo opening session; with the fcellpg

Is It & Waste of Time to Pray ?
’ It is an old saying, that “Wise men- 
never waste time.” Is it, then, a wa^te 
of time to pray? Spiritualists alone 
are able to answer this question fully 
and truthfully. That our prayers may 
be answered, depends entirely on how 
we pray, and what we are praying for. 
To pray for a change of weather, is as 
useless as to pray for an active volcano 
to cease its eruption, when it Is burying 
a city. Both of these experiments have 
been tried, but without avail. Neither 
will prayer heal a bullet wound that 
has been Inflicted In our three martyred 
Presidents. Tlie course of Nature can­
not be changed by prayer alona

The Christian world has been mouth­
ing the Lord’s Prayer for the past 
eighteen hundred years, for tbe king­
dom of 'heaven to come, but unfortu­
nately, it has not yet arrived, and this 
long lesson ought to convince them that 
prayer in this case is a complete fail­
ure, and a waste of time. Our public 
school system teaches our children to 
pray for “Thy kingdom to come,” but 
ore not taught bow to hasten it
■There are some people Who believe 

that this great change will come “in the 
twinkling of an eye,” without any ef­
fort on their part, but I am Inclined to 
believe that they will be disappointed, 
and that their god is only winking at 
them, when he says this*
' The clergy lay too much stress upon 

tbe power of prayer, to rescue life, to 
save souls, or to change the weather. 
They only expose tlielr Ignorance of tlie 
laws of nature, and hence, tbelr pray­
ers are not heeded; intellectual bank­
ruptcy, simply intellectual bankruptcy.

There are thousands of people In our 
own country, who kneel at their bed­
side dally, and implorq the Lord to keep 
and protect them until they wake. 
This prayer sprung from Ignorance. 
Spiritualists have no use for It For It 
is God’s will that every child shall live 
to a ripe old age, before stepping Into 
eternity.

There are three kinds of prayer: To 
adore, to ask, and to thank.

To adore the beauties of the universe, 
Which latter Is an expression of God’s 
love, to bow our heads In reverence of • 
great men and women of the past, Is 
acceptable to God and to those we rev­
erence.

To offer nn Irivltation to the spirit 
world at our next Convention, to take 
part in ft, and to offer them a vote of 
thanks for their past labors for the 
cause, is proper, in my mind, and I rec- 
ommend It; but no more.

When those who sympathize In 
thought and feeling are assembled to­
gether, they.have more power to at- 
tract good spirits to them. Hence, It is 
a waste of time to continue for any 
length of time to Implore them to come, 
for they will come without the asking. 
Still, I think It proper, as I said before, 
to Invite them.

No, I would not unite in prayer.
Our movement could bo better sup- 

ported if private capitalism and wage- 
slavery were abolished. I therefore, im­
plore every lover of justices to strike 
against thio system of society, by unit­
ing at the ballot-box, and establish the 
co-operatlvo commonwealth. Such a 
victory as this would banish poverty 
and its resultant Crimea from our count* 
try forever* , • .
' Brother fl. W. Sprague, of Jamwfr 

town, N. Y., Is my choice for president
I of theN. S.A. • • A. 0. FISHER. .
| New Haven, Conn. J
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It Is

Shall

Negatived by Hudson 
Tuttle,

the sessions! of tbe National
Spiritualist Association be opened5 by 
prayer? Is it consistent to have auy 
spiritual meeting opened by prayer?

Let the meaning of the term prayer 
be distinctly understood in tbe beglu-

PROTWim b iw SYONIOK
»

THE QUAKER METHOD.
Bubbling Echoes from the 

Sea of Rhyme.
Views of President Harrison 

„ D. Barrett.
Concentration of- Thought 

and. Aspiration.
But, People Sometimes Pray 

Amies.
Thoughts on the Prayer 

Question.
Have a Season of Profound 

Silence.
Obt what’s the use to quibble over mat­

ters that are small7 ‘
The world is surely large enough to 

. furnish room for all.
Let each one hold in person his convic­

tions as he may
ning. It is taken Ju its purely theolog- Aud the earth will keep revolving in 
leal sense, supplication to the'Supreme the same eternal way.
Being; intercession, confession of sins I , . ' ' ,
and appeal for forgiveness and divine I ^ ^ Anarchy, the lawless and the God- 
mercy. It is to change God’s plans, to ]e^ ^jis a law,
call his attention to us, and have him An(I the limit to their license is a bone 
directly interested in our affairs. If it ■ we have to gnaw. _
Ib not for this purpose It Is a failure. I TW »re organized for murder and 

' It is replied, “Man is a devotional be-, 
ipg, that cannot be denied, aud his de­
votion proves the existence of the ob-

they have a kind of creed
That defies the laws of nations with 

assassination’s deed. /
ject of his devotion.” How much of ij opposes law and order and is organ- 
this devotion is hereditary from count- feed to kill,
less generations, beginning in the utter­
ly mistaken ideas of nature held by 
savage man; or is It all. a result of pri­
mary ignorance and education? ;

The N. 8. A. claims to ber a religious 
body, and as such prayers are appro­
priate. There has been enough of the 
old religious ideas carried along to 
make a few want nnd many endure the 
farce, for farce it Is and nothing more. 
The churches have prayer, and the 
spiritual societies, dubbed churches, 
must follow, hoping thereby to gain 
‘respectability.” There should be no 
objection against . this. No one is 
harmed, if no good comes7 of It; the 
trick is too transparent. If ft lecturer 
thinks fie helps the cause and himself 
by becoming a “pastor,” and soothing 
his congregation by an invocation be­
ginning with “Ob, thou Infinite, bound- 
less, ulLpowerful, central Intelligence, 
enthroned on the emporium of eternal 
time and space,” qnd that be brings his 
hearers into harmony with such wordy 
froth, there ought to be no objection. 
Time will give judgment as to its 
value. Let him Invoke and thus throw 
a sop to tbe crowd with his make-bo-1 
Heve “religious meeting.” . But it Is 
laughable, If not so Intensely pitiable, 
to see Spiritualists who believe in the 
eternal fixedness of law, and the Im­
personality of God, bow down In pray­
er, to make believe that they are not 
after all so far removed from the be­
liefs of orthodoxy. Oh, the pity of It— 
the shame of it—the despicable sham 
of It!
.Let us call In the “medicine man” and 

have him shake his rattling calabash 
as he Invokes the big chief of the sky.

Was a prayer ever answered by God? 
Is there an educated man in the world 
who believes the laws of nature were 
ever changed Indirect action of God 
to the asking of any mnn? Let him de­
clare himself and he will have Immedi­
ate calls to exhibit himself in dime mu­
seums.

Yet Christians have one virtue, they 
are never discouraged, They never 
had a prayer answered, yet they go 
right on praying ns though everything 
they bad asked for had been granted. 
They prayed for Garfield, from every 
meeting-house in the land—he died; 
they had a Sunday of prayer asking for 
the life of McKinley; tbe clergy called 
tbe people of whole states to go down 
on their knees to ask God to send rain 
tp4he drouth-afflicted country—the rain 
came in its own time; they called fasts 
and prayers to turn aside the grasshop­
pers—ihe hoppers Increased and ate the 
binding of the Bibles on tbe pulpit 
desks ''I

“Oh,” it Is said, “It is not God who is 
affected, but the one making the pray­
er. We .pray to get ourselves into har­
mony.” This Is the plea of many Spir­
itualists, aud If It be admitted, why not 
call It by its right name, and not give 
occasion to misunderstanding by giving 
prayer a new and strained meaning?

Public prayer, such as the Christian 
churches Advocate, was distinctly and 
emphatically condemned by Christ, 
who commanded all to prny In secret. 
The public prayer Is a mockery, and a 
senseless form. When man believed in 
sdvage gods, he sought to placate, their I 
anger by sacrifices and supplication. । 
These gods are dead, withered and 
blown away like leaves by the advent i 
of knowledge. Why continue the 
forms we know to be useless? Why 
perpetuate the misunderstanding of na­
ture by our ancestors?

Spiritualism Is the science of life here 
and hereafter, and as such It would be 
as appropriate to open a spiritual 
meeting with prayer, as to begin a ses­
sion of a scientific association with an 
invocation, and dismiss It with a bene- 
dlcton. The most persistent of all 
things are religious beliefs, and as 
such beliefs always originated in the 
remote past, when man was Ignorant, 
they are without exception erroneous, 
and now when we have come to the 
light of knowledge and understand the 
worthlessness of all these forms and 
ceremonies inherited from the night of 
tbe past, shall we admit the truth as 
we understand it, and bravely stand 
for our conclusions, or, shall we at­
tempt the impossible, to ferment our 
new wine In the old goat-skin bottles 
furnished by the churches?

HUDSON TUTTLE.

But It offers naught reforming that the., 
•place of law will QU.

And just so we have united as reform­
ers of the day, . -

Of religions and of morals and old su­
perstition's sway.

But what have we to offer that Is bet­
ter growing seed

Than the old-time dark religion with 
Its blinding, grinding creed

We’vo a declaration sprouted, but it
Isn’t what we want,

For it seems to have the functions 
the same old Godly haunt.

Yes, it hugs the charred old carcass 
a dead and buried fftlth ■ •

And attempts to link that skeleton 
knowledge of a wraith.

of

of

to.

It presumes the world is governed by 
some vast Intelligence

But proclaims no affirmation of a 
knowledge of the “whence.”

“We believe" is the foundation of 
passing ancient creeds,

And it doesn’t seem conducive to 
infrmony or needs

Of the philosophic problems of 
thinking world to-day,

the

tbe

tbe

The Folly of Public Prayer.
“Prayer is a waste of breath,” said 

Col. Ingersoll, In a brief address before 
the Secular League, in Washington, 
D. C. ‘ ;

■ William Lloyd Garrison, president of 
tbe Anti-Slavery Society, was not a be­
liever in prayer. At each anniversary 
of the society, in deference to those 
members who wished to have fin open­
ing prayer, he would say: “An opportu­
nity is now offered to anyone who may 

. be moved to make an oral prayer.” 
Then some preacher or layman would 
come forward and pray.

Mr. Garrison was a Freethinker nnd 
a Spiritualist. He offended some of his 

• co-workers by advertising “Self-Con­
tradictions of the Bible” In the'“Liber­
ator,” and by saying editorially that no 
ingenuity of interpretation could recon­
cile most of the contradictions .save 
that which would ‘attempt to prove 
white to be black and black white?

That was In i860. Some years ear­
lier I heard him express his belief in 
Spiritualism nnd his disbelief in the 
use of prayer. He said; “Here is a 
stove aud beside it Is a scuttle of coal. 
Now if I want a fire shall I get down 
on my knees aud ask God to make It?” 

Did A. J. Davis over offer prayer or 
have one offered ns an introduction to 
oue of his lectures? Was there any 
praying exercise in the ‘Children’s Ly­
ceum Instituted by him? Are not Spir­
itual “Invocations” offensive to tbe ma­
jority of Spiritualists? . .

i u Churchmen violate one of the pre­
cepts of. tbelr Alleged divine Master by 
maintaining public prayer. Jesus him­

self never made .one, and he denounced 
■praying In the synagogues, and at the 
corners of the streets. . Those who 
call themselves Christian 'Spiritualists 
ought to follow tbis precept ■ of their 
Master.............. W. H. BURR. .

As it clings to those old dry bones that 
the churches own.for aye.

’Tis a question we must settle; we are 
standing face to face

With religions of the present that in­
flame tbe human rade

With a prejudice so narrow and as bit­
ter as can be,

And as honest, wise reformers we must 
battle for the free.

We must widen with our wisdom and 
.awake from empty dreams;

We must teach unto tbe people that 
this world is what it seems;

We must^each tlie truth and beauty of 
the soul-land we have found,

And attempt to raise the standard of 
the thinking from the ground.

Let us cast off all resemblance to the 
silly things of old

And adopt what time has proven as 
just,fitted to our mold.

Let us prove tlie world is better and 
much brighter since the day . * •

Of the birth of modern knowledge that 
is brushing creeds away.

When we prny to unknown forces that 
control the universe

And expect to gain attention to some 
whim that we may nurse,

We are acting just as silly as tbe ones 
we would uplift

With our knowledge of the future and 
our higher psychic gift.

Let us strangle all delusions of the su­
perstitious-age,

And confine the ancient ruler in a rea­
sonable cage;

Let us keep In touch with Nature and 
adhere to what we know,

And the world will soon be coming up 
to meet us from below.

Let us cease our useless shamming just 
. to catch the other crowd,

And get down to modest reason in the 
place of boasting loud;

Let us clasp hands with the noble, and 
be true and broad and grand,

And the world will be the better for 
our coming to this land.

As to the main proposition in your 
circular the above poem fully expresses 
my ideas, and relative to the selection 
of a president for the N. S. A., I do not 
assume to even suggest. I am not a 
member of any society, therefore am 
not an auxiliary part of the N. S. A. If 
the organization is prospering, I am 
glad. If the members see fit to retain 
the present officers in their positions in­
definitely, all well and good. It either 
speaks well for the officers or poorly for 
the judgment of the delegates. I am In 
favor of organization because I think it 
to the best interest of Spiritualism and 
feel that the present. N. 8. A. Is doing 
good work in bringing Spiritualism be­
fore the world in its proper light—or­
ganized. I feel confidence in the hon­
esty and integrity V every officer.

Once upon a time I argued the pro­
priety of a change in the officership of 
the N. S. A. entirely every two or three 
years for the general good of tbe asso­
ciation, but upon sober second thought 
I conclude that if I had a business and 
was prospering I would have no reason 
for changing my help unless there were 
those in my employ who were dishon­
est, obnoxious or Inharmonious nnd 
otherwise unworthy of my retention, 
and Just so I would be regarding the N. 
8. A. It Is a business proposition and 
should be treated as such, and there 
certainly is no inducement .in the way 
of large .salaries to make the positions 
worth contending for.

I was a Spiritualist before there wns 
an organization, or rather before the in­
ception of the N. S. A., and the cause 
was moving along; there were many 
local organizations over the land, but 
the time arrived for a National effort 
and we got the N. S. A. and it Is still in 
existence with some of the same offi­
cials in charge. I^wllf not affect my 
Spiritualism or have nny Influence over 
my duties toward the larger, tbe whole 
cause to have the present officials re­
tained in office for another term, or 
even several terms, and therefore I 
make no protest. ...

. . DR. T. WILKINS.

Responding to your very courteous 
request to contribute to your .sympo­
sium on the above subject, permit me 
to say, Mr. Editor, that I have no sym­
pathy whatever with the idea of prayer 
that has been commonly entertained by 
our friends of the Christian church in 
the past. That it can ever change the 
order of things, or set aside law, no 
rational man believes to-day. In my 
public work covering a period of many 
years, I have found the Inspiration I 
needed for my address in tbe Impress 
of a poem of u fine spiritual nature, or 
in tbe sympathy of my audience, with­
out resorting to spoken supplication of 
any kind. The occasion, the subject, 
and the people have always been the 
sources of inspiration to the man who 
loved his cause for its own sake, and 
when he coupled with these potent fac­
tors tbe help of the angels he needed 
no other aid.

But how Can man best secure the aid 
of tbe angels? If the reading of a 
splendid 'poem, full of soul and sense 
will do it, then that is the way for 
those parties to proceed who can thus 
draw the Inspirers from on high to 
their side at all public functions or pri­
vate circles. If, by casting aside all 
material objects for a moment, concen­
trating the mind upon spiritual things, 
aspiring for the good, the beautiful and 
the true, tlie same result can be ob­
tained, I am certainly hot one to say 
nay to that method. This last named 
means may be and is by some called 
prayer. It is the soul’s attempt*to re­
late Itself harmoniously to its child, 
and Kelps to attune the mind of the 
speaker to receive the higher sympho­
nies of the spirit. Montgomery says 
that “Prayer Is the soul’s sincere de­
sire, uttered or unexpressed;” if this be 
true, then the soul’s desire for peace, 
love, harmony, aud good-will, cannot 
fall to bring in a higher Inspiration for 
the one whose aspirations have made 
him receptive to these elements of the 
spirit. -

The definition of prayer that appeals 
to my mind as being the best that can 
possibly be made is this: Making the 
soul receptive to truth by casting,from 
the mind all things that would detract 
from the power of the spirit. In other 
words, it is making conditions, mental 
and physical, that will enable the spir­
itual forces t j play upon the sensitized 
natures of the speakers. In my lecture 
work, I prefer reading a poem to the 
giving of an invocation of any kind. 
But I have no Objection to the kind of 
prayer I have defined above, for what­
ever serves to bring the souls of men 
Into harmony with one another as well 
as with the higher spiritual forces, 
never fails to leave ft good effect upon 
the minds of men. At rare intervals ou 
funeral occasions, I have put into 
words tbe Impulses of the spirit, and in­
voked the presence of our unseen angel 
helpers to sustain and comfort the sor­
rowing households. I have simply put 
jny aspiration for inspiration Into 
words on those occasions, and the re­
sult has never failed to be a spiritual Il­
lumination, a mental quickening, a soul 
uplifting.

I know of no term that can be better 
applied to such an event thih that of 
prayer. I have not found it necessary 
to kneel as a supplicant at any imagin­
ary throne, nor to invoke the special in­
tervention of a. God or of Gods in my 
behalf. I have asked for light from 
spiritual sources, and it has come. 1 
have sought for knowledge and it has 
been given unto me. I have longed for 
psychic strength nnd It has been be­
stowed upon me. These things are time 
of hundreds, ^ea, of thousands of oth­
ers, and for mV part, I would rejolce“to

To the Editor:—In you? communica­

tion of September 18,3‘ou request my 
opinion upon two questions, namely: Is 
it advisable to open with J prayer the 
coming national convention of Spirit­
ualists,/^blch conveueb at'Washington, 
D. 0., October 15? and “Who is your 
choice for president Of the N. S. A. for 
the ensuing year?” I ' •*
. My reply to the first question is, that 
I am a Spiritualist who believes in the 
efficacy of prayer or invocation, but not 
from an orthodox i standpoint, that 
through • our petitioning some imagin­
ary Deity we can have changed some 
fixed law of nature; but rather, 
through our concentration of thought 
and aspiration we can awaken tbe God 
principle.within our own being, and 
thus become creative by and through 
working in direct harmony with the 
law which governs thought

I believe man, the ego, to possess in 
embryo all that exists in tbe universe. 
I also believe that we can -through 
prayer set in action the law of corre­
spondence and thus obtain helpful in­
fluences from out the. great laboratory 
of nature, and thus It Is possible to re­
ceive mauy times direef results from 
prayer, which is demonstrated by the 
afflicted sometimes being healed 
through prayer, and so viewing It from 
this standpoint, I believe in invoking di­
vine aid or guidance, not with the view 
of changing any law, but of changing 
our attitude toward the law and thus 
come into harmonious relation with 
that which already, exists. I am fully 
aware that many limes the most'earn­
est supplications for divine assistance 
have failed, which was particularly no­
ticeable in tbe case of President Gar­
field, and in our late lamented Presi­
dent, Wm. McKinley, when thousands 
of men and women all over our land 
(including orthodox ministers by the 
score) prayed in vain for their speedy 
restoration, and tbo result in that in-
stance would seem 
any thinking mind 
ness of the belief 
ence. Immutable

sufficient to impress 
with tbe erroneous- 
in divine interfer- 
law rules the uni-

verse; and the only wise course is to 
understand and wisely adjust our lives 
accordingly; and if we would obtain as­
sistance we must ask through law, and 
effect will follow cause.

That satisfactory results through 
prayer have been achieved establishes 
the law, for it is tlie success of any ex­
periment which establishes the exist­
ence of law. The failures only prove 
our lack of intelligence in applying the 
same, and an invocation at the opening 
of the coming convention, as a menus 
of promoting thought concentration 
and harmony, might be productive of 
much good. Therefore I would recom­
mend opening the convention with an 
invocation. ■

My choice for president of the N. 8. 
A. for tbe ensuing year Is Harrison D.. 
Barrett. A man who has been identi­
fied with the N. 8. A. from its Inception 
to the present time and who has un­
selfishly labored to place the philosophy 
of Spiritualism before the world in Its 
true light freed from error. Let him, 
I say, be kept nt the head of our move­
ment for another year, that the good 
work which he by nature is so well 
adapted to perform may continue and 
Spiritualism in Its purity as represent­
ed by tbe principles of the N. 8. A. be 
bequeathed to the coming races of men.

DR. E. H. DENSLOW.
Sturgis, Mich.

“The Kingship, of Self-Control?’ * By 
Wm? George Jordan. It treats of tlie 

- crimes of the tongue,. tlie . Red Tape 
r- duty, the supreme charity.of tho world, 

the revelation of reserve . power, etc. 
- IrJcO'80 cents. For sale at ibis' office.

Prayer Gage.
To the Editor:—I received your Pray­

er Gage'for opening the N. 8. A. I am 
not a member of tbe Association. I be­
lieve In silent aspiration, to grow near­
er to truth light and hope. Prayer pub­
licly .and before the people is hypocrisy, 
and of no avail. Let each one silently 
earnestly and respectfully worship In 
his way. I. am nq^ln favor of public 
prayers anywhere. •

' : * J. S. WHITE.
. Port Huron, Mich.

“plstjrlcal,(Logical and Philosophical 
Objections to the Dogmas of Reincar­
nation aud Re-Embodiment/’.4 By‘Prof. 
W; M. Lockwood. A keen nnd mnstoriy 
treatise. ' Paper, 25 cents. For sale at 
this office,
; “The Pantheism of Modern Science.” 
By F. E. Titus, Barrister, Toronto, Can­
ada. A summary of recent Investiga­
tions into Life, Force and Substance, 
and conclusions therefrom. Price 10 
cents. For sale at this office.

see that kind pf prayer, or aspiration, 
or of longing fir higher things, put into 
practice in the'life of every man, wo- 
man and child. Through the exercise 
°f the muscles of the body, we gain 
physical strength, through the exercise 
of our soul muscles in prayer for the 
good and the true, we cannot fail to 
grow in soul strength and spiritual dis­
cernment. This practice savors not at 
all of sycophancy, neither does It make 
men and women think meanly of them­
selves, or crawl as worms of the dust 
in the baser elements of life. It, on the 
contrary, makes it easier for them to 
grow in wisdom and goodness through 
their constant aspiration to become bet­
ter and truer in their daily lives. I am, 
therefore, most heartily in sympathy 
with that kind of prayer. 1

I am not to be recorded as being in 
favor of opening our public meetings 
with wordy invocations, still if the 
kind of prayer I have above defined 
can be voiced unto the people on such 
occasions, I feel no hesitancy In saying 
that I should approve of It. Many In- I 
vocations to which I have listened are ; 
simply petitions to enlarged editions of 
the persons who uttered them. They . 
have no place in Spiritualism as I un- . 
derstand It. The prayer of the soul re- 1 
quires no spoken words, but seeks rath- । 
er to grow in power by becoming recep­
tive to wisdom. Telling an Almighty 
God what he has done or ought to do, 
wordy petitions to stay the touch of 
tbe death angel or to set aside natural 
law, are practices that never enter into 
the soul's attempt to perfect itself by 
true prayer or aspiration. If the dele­
gates to the coming convention of tbe 
N. S. A. can be made more harmonious, 
more receptive to truth,' more consid­
erate one toward another, and more 
spiritual in their lives, by occasionally 
listening to a spoken, or engaging in a 
Silent prayer, it would be perfectly 
proper and consistent for them to do so, 
provided the prayer was one of aspira­
tion, and ndf of mere words.

In regard to strengthening the N. 8. 
A., I can only suggest what I have rec­
ommended in my annual report. I be­
lieve that Spiritualists' should claim 
their rights as religionists, and defend 
themselves accordingly when bequests 
to Spiritualism are assailed in the 
courts of the land. I therefore feel that 
the coming convention in Washington 
should make it perfectly clear to the 
world that Spiritualism Is a religion to 
the Spiritualists there represented, by 
the adoption of such usages and tenets 
as will compel the courts to rule ac­
cordingly. I feel that the N. 8. A. can 
bo strengthened by taking a test case 
to the Supreme Court of Jhe United 
States of some reputable clairvoyant 
physician who has been persecuted and 
punished under the infamous medical 
laws of the States\of our Union. It 
would also be well to take to tho sam^ 
tribunal the case of some hopest medi­
um who has been fined and Imprisoned 
for using his psychic powers for the 
benefit of bis fellow-men.. Missionary 
work should also be undertaken, and 
engaged in largely for,the purpose of 
strengthening our local societies, and 
not so much with the idea of organiz­
ing nbw ones. The history pf Spiritual­
ism should be provided for, and the 
work'of responding to all attacks made 
upon Spiritualism In the secular press 
undertaken by the N. 8. A. All of these 
efforts would strengthen that body 
Very materially’ with tbe people, nnd 
cause the opponents of Spiritualism to 
realize that they now have to deni with' 
a live organization—not with the scat- 

• tered fortes of a heterogeneous people.

Absolute Freedom Favored.
To the Editor:—I desire to tbaqk you 

for the generous opportunity given to 
all to express through your worthy pa­
per their candid opinions upon subjects 
that are of vital interest to us as Spir­
itualists, Libernllsts and Progress lonal- 
ists of the world.

I firmly believe that there should be 
no dictation from the National, or any 
other body, of how tbe meetings of va­
ried Spiritual associations, societies 
and temples should be opened; that 
each society and its speaker should 
have absolute freedom to open their 
meetings with or without music, by the

To the Editor:— To your questions, 
Shall we all unite In prayer? Shall the 
coming N. 8. A. convention be opened 
with prayer? I would answer, Yes; 1 
believe In prayer. .’,

Pure, earnest prayer uplifts and spir­
itualizes the supplicant and Is a means 
to harmonize inharmonious conditions 
and elements..

If all the Spiritualists were to unite 
unselfishly In pure desire for the com­
mon weal of humanity aud for _ the 
strengthening and success of the organ­
ized movement, great good would cer­
tainly result from such a union, nnd 
concentration of desire and expressed 
thought. Pure, unselfish desire for hu­
manity’s weal goes direct to tbe throve 
of God, or, to the highest circle of In­
telligence and If what the petition Im­
plies would be for the best good, it Is 
stamped with the seal of approval by 
that high authority and all powers be­
neath it are then bound to honor that 
petition by giving their best aid for its 
results. When, however, wbat is Im­
plied In such petition would not be for 
tbe best good, it Is a . greater benefi­
cence that it be denied. - ^'

Many mortals in these days, pray to 
th^r spirit friends, which, though for 
a season may bring results as desired, 
is got well, because there is a law 
transgressed which sooner or later 
brings perplexities that are most unde­
sirable.

It is no criterion for or against the ef­
ficacy of prayer, that many eloquent 
and erudite sneakers never pray. Elo­
quent Intellectuality and true spiritual­
ity are different attainments aud are, 
therefore, differently expressed.

That prayer proved a failure In pro­
tecting the life of our grand, Immortal 
President Lincoln and for the restora­
tion to health of our noble and beloved 
President Garfield, and now again in 
our present national bereavement of 
one of tbe world’s grandest and best of 
men, our beloved President McKinley, 
for whom, as In the former tragedies, a 
nation’s heart throbbed In sympathy 
and pure desire for his restoration to 
health and active life, there is but one 
conclusion, and that is, a nation was 
praying amiss. It could not see nor un­
derstand the divine purpose to work 
out through these sad bereavements 
greater national good and glory than 
would have been* 'possible otherwise. 
Surely at such times as we, as a nation 
have passed through now for the third 
time in so very short a period of time, 
tbe sympathetic streams are swollen to 
their very limit. There is a national 
and international welding of sympa­
thetic force lines and who would dare 
say that Such a glorious mingling of 
sympathy would not bring grand and 
good results for all people. It also 
serves as a spur to those in authority to 
deal ns is meet with tbe causes produc­
ing these deplorable and grievous trag­
edies.

That malignant diseases, disasters, 
etc., are not healed and prohibited by 
prayer, is proof that an All-wise Provi­
dence intends that people shall learn 
’the laws of life ond live in harmony 
with God’s moral order. Many such 
things are serving well as disciplinary 
purposes. If all Ills that mortals bring 
upon themselves could be relieved by 
simply prying, it is my opinion that 
self-willed people would be worse In­
stead of better that they are under 
their present realizations.

Should there be a change In the office 
of president of the N. 8. A.? It fs my 
humble opinion that a change would be 
good. The present Incumbent has 
served well and filled his place with 
credit to himself and for good to the 
cause. His services are appreciated, 
but we are up to a crisis, and condition­

ally a change for that office Is marked 
—It were therefore well to make it.

Van Wert, 0. * MRS. M. KLEIN.

reading.of poems, or beautiful thoughts 
from others, or the spiritual invocation 
of the hour. Whatever'the people feel 
is best for them should be that which 
is given to them. If an audience is up­
lifted into a more receptive condition 
by beautiful and harmonious words 
that are uttered from tbe soul of im­
mortal or mortal beings before tbe ser­
vices, I see no Injury or harm to tbe 
listener. But to take up the forms and 
ceremonies that belong to any especial­
ly established creedallsm, I think is 
placing a limitation upon the progress­
ive spirit of the age.

Many of our most brilliant speakers 
do not use an Invocation to open their 
meetings It bas always been our cus­
tom to have either an improvised poem 
or inspirational invocation, because it 
places us In greater harmony for qur 
work and seems to fill us with tha^ 
peace that comes from the higher 
realms of light Not In the sense of su­
perstition, but In the great sense of 
harmony.
I feel that ^ypry society, In • the 

United States especially, desires to be 
broad and liberal, and we should not 
allow prejudice against the methods of 
others in any way to curtail our own 
Inclinations. That Is, if we desire to 
pray, let us not say we will not because 
our Methodist or Baptist friend prays. 
If we desire to open our meetings with­
out prayer, let us not feel that we must 
open them with an Invocation because 
some one else opens theirs that way. 
The absolute Independence of the Indi­
vidual association should be the crite­
rion of each and all.. As a mutter, for 
the National to attends to, I think this 
is quite outside its jurisdiction,.and it 
seems to me that It would be far better 
for It to spend its valuable time In see­
ing what we can dot. against laws and 
methods of suppressing our rights in 
other directions, ho. •

I am most respectfully yours Air the 
broadest liberality! haild the highest 
rights of the people^ n

JENNIE HrAGAN BROWN.

Other measures mightrwith profit be 
considered, especially, the work of the 
Children’s Lyceum! ini flavor of which 
too much cannot ba said. Let the N, 8. 
A. be held to thesesahd to other wisely 
conservative lines bfi Work, and It will 
surely become a .tower of strength to 
Spiritualism. As for the presidency of 
the N. 8. A., the delegates have elected 
that officer in tbo past, and I am con­
tent to have them do so at this time. I 
shall cheerfully abide by their decision 
and continue to do what I can for the 
N 8. A., whatever the outcome.

. HARBISON D. BARRETT.

BRILLIANT.
Don’t miss the brilliant debate be­

tween Moses Hull nnd W. F. Jamieson, 
sodn to begin in thin paper. Put your 
name on our list nnd tlie names of a 
dozen of your friends. The good: will 
more than balance tho expense. Let us 
convince tho wojrlcL .'. • -

If prayer causes such agony as Is ex­
pressed iu the countenance of the man 
in the picture,. 1 should certainly say: 
No! don’t pray!

I have wondered whether said pic­
ture was a kodak .snap-shot, of Editor 
Francis In his most devotional jnood. .

It is said in the old hymn;

“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed;

.The motion of a hidden fire,
That trembles in the breast,”

Jesus told his disciples they should 
not pray In public, but enter into their 
closet and pray In secret. There is no 
account of bis ever praying in public or 
in the synagogues where he went to 
teach.

Nowadays, men go to church and 
pray on Sunday—and prey al? the other 
days of the week, <

The reader has probably beard of the 
man who met a bear in his path, and 
prayed: “0 God, you know I never 
have asked a favor of you before, and 
if you will hear me this time I’ll give 
you good security I’ll never trouble you 
again. I want you to remove that bear. 
If you-don’t there will be one of the — 
fights you ever saw or heard of.”

There was a combination of prayer 
and grit that ought to accomplish 
sqccess.

Another Illustration of prayer and 
bear was afforded In the case of some 
half-dozen fishermen in a boat, when 
Bruin suddenly appeared and climbed 
into the boat, gnashing his teeth sav­
agely whenever any inove was made 
by tbe fishermen to extricate them­
selves from . their dilemma. Things 
were coming to a dangerous point, and 
there seemed no way of escape from 
death. Then a bright thought struck 
tbelr leader, gaid he:

“Bob, can you pray?”

Prayer a “Maternal Instinct.”!
To the Editor:—Replying to your fa­

vor soliciting my opinion In regard to 
opening tbe next meeting of the N. S. 
A. with prayer, I would say if we wish 
to ape the churches, Yes! if not, No!

As we only know things by actual ex­
perience, and as I never prayed, I do 
not know as I would be a competent 
judge in so grave a matter as sending 
petitions to tbe Infinite mind, or God. 
Henry Ward Beecher once said that 
ministers of the gospel did not pray to 
be heard of God, but to tickle the ears 
of their congregation. If the universe 
is governed by inexorable laws, then 
Henry was right. To me praying is 
like a man trying to lift himself over 
the fence by bis boot-straps; be could 
accomplish nothing except to gain 
strength In his superstition. Yet I have 
known some very intelligent people 
who believed in prayer and often in­
dulged that maternal instinct.

I call it “maternal Instinct” because 
ignorant children ask their “ma” to 
gratify every selfish desire or whim 
they may have. Ministers and chap­
lains aud those who pray are only ig- 
norant^chlldren grown large.

Prayers are usually the quintessence 
of selfishness. My wife and I once had 
rooms In the hpuse of a one-legged jew­
eler wbo usually spent from half to 
three-quarters of an hour In asking 
God to grant him every imaginary 
whim the mind of man can conceive of. 
He would ask for gold and silver, for 
sunshine and shower, for more work 
and better customers, for health and 
happiness, etc., and would close with 
“0 Lord, thou knowest best, give us 
whatsoever thou thinkest we need, and 
we will try and be satisfied.” And so 
It Is, with all wbo pray.

While we do not believe in the effica­
cy of prayer, in curing bubonic plague 
and snake bites, we do believe In Its in-s 
fluencing governments, for the heads of 
most governments believe in prayer hr 
pretend to. When the pious people of. 
Missouri prayed to their governor to 
appoint a day of fasting and prayer, 
the governor heard; but when the peo­
ple united-and sent up tbelr petition for 
rain to the throne of grace, it was 
either not heard or else not heeded. 
Pastures parched ^nd baked, cattle 
famished for water, the people became 
frightened. . But “God beard not, 
neither did he hear.” 4,

I cannot understand bow a person 
with a philosophical mind can believe 
in the efficacy of prayer. I am opposed 
to employing chaplains In the army and 
balls of Congress, therefore am not'in 
favor of opening any convention with 
prayer. \ .

As I am a delegate to the N. 8. A., 
appointed by tlie great Mississippi Vol­
ley Spiritualist'Association, I do not 
feel at liberty to commit myself at this 
time in a,choice for president., I might 
want n man that indulges In long 
prayers. • - ; ' O. R. FISK.
. Keokuk, Iowa. * .. .

"The Majesty of Calmness, or Indi­
vidual Problems and Possibilities.” By 
Wm. George Jordan. - Another valuable 
little work. ■ Price 80 cents. For sale at 
this office. . _• t \ v >

"A Few Words About the Devil, and 
Other Essays.” - By Charles Bradlaugh. 
Papery 60 cents. For gale aj this office.

“No.”
“Jake, can you pray?'
“No.”
“BI11, can you pray?”
“No.”
The question and answer went 

around, and be concluded with:
“Nor I either—but something must be 

done. Let's take up a collection.”
I have little doubt that a good liberal 

“collection” would do the N. 8. A. more 
good than all the perfunctory prayers 
or Invocations that might be offered.

And yet, I think there is room for a 
broad and kindly tolerant spirit to be 
exercised by those who differ in opinion 
on this subject. Let the brother or sis­
ter wbo does not like to listen to a 
prayer or invocation, simply quietly 
possess his or ber soul In patience, 
“bear the cross,” endure the infliction 
with grace and fortitude; and let the 
others, for tbelr part, do likewise, when 
no prayer or invocation is made.

Lest any should mistake, I will now 
say that I believe In prayer, and often 
feel that I am helped when I send forth 
to the higher realms unseen my earnest 
heartfelt desires and aspirations for 
spiritual help and spiritual good. Tbe 
sincere spiritual aspirations of tbe soul 
are ever heard and answered—and I 
believe in the eflicacy of such prayer.

Then there is tbe prayer expressed Ip 
the vibration of kindly, helpful 
thoughts for the good of others—and 
these too are answered with a blessing 
both to him that gives and the one that 
receives.

And finally it may be Raid that, after 
all, the best prayer is that which is ex­
pressed in work for humanity.

Therefore I say: Let ya all unite In 
prayer.

JAS. C. UNDERHILL. 
Chicago, Ill.

Shall We Unite in Prayer?
We find that Webster's first definition 

of prayer is, “The act of asking a fa­
vor, earnest request.” This request 
may be an intelligent appeal to incar­
nate intelligences singly or collectively, 
or to those in spirit world, and I have 
no objection to nny speaker asking the 
aid of such Intelligences.

But when we define prayer as “sup­
plication to Divinity” or Infinite Intelli­
gence, then as a Spiritualist I object, 
on the ground that it has not been 
shown that there- is Infinite Intelli­
gence. Infinite means “boundless,” 
“endless,” “all;” Intelligence means the 
“act or state of knowing,” hence Infi­
nite Intelligence means knowing all, 
aud if we accept this, we must accept 
as per the creed, that, ’’the phenomena 
of nature both physical and . spiritual 
are the expressions of Infinite Intelli­
gence” in which case we would have no 
foundation for Spiritualism, for, this 

-all-knowing power must" of necessity 
know all the thoughts of all persons, 
for all ages, past; present and future, 
else it would not be Infinite, and hav­
ing this knowledge and power it could 
produce all our spiritual phenomena 
without the assistance of : our spirit 
friends.

If we accept this doctrine, then our 
foundation for belief In Spiritualism is 
effectually destroyed, for our belief Is 
based on the phenomena, which we be­
lieve to be produced by spirit Individ­
uals.

Again, Infinite Intelligence allows all 
all the warfare of animal life, knowing 
that all are conscious and sensitive to 
pain.

What mortal man, if all powerful, 
would be so low In the scale of human­
ity that he would not blot out con­
sciousness to pain? Could I pray to In­
finite Intelligence? Nay. Such prayer 
for 1900 years has been of no ; avail; 
shall we still continue in the rut of the 
ages and become a creed-bound fossil? 
and that just nt the time when tbe old 
cast-Iron creeds of the past are losing 
tbelr hold? Nay, nay. Men of the con­
vention, bear in mind this fact, the first 
two clauses of our declaration of prin­
ciples me to-day bolding thousands out 
of our state and national organizations. 
Repeal these and remain silent on this 
subject, ns it is unsettled, and has no 
reference to Spiritualism except to op­
pose unity of action.

The Creedite: Oh, Thou Infinite Intel­
ligence. we are having a drouth, and, 
oh, we beseech Thee, send us rain.

Young America: What’s he sayin’? If 
God knows anything, he knows we’re 
all dryin’ up, and If he wants to do the 
square thing, he’ll give us rain Thout 
anybury makln’ a fool uv ’Imself.

For president of the N. 8. A., I would 
choose Mr. E. W. Sprague.

. H. L. CHAPMAN/

“Religion as Revealed by the Material 
and ✓ Spiritual Universe.” By dC. D. 
Babbitt. M. D., LL. D. A compact and 
comprehensive view^ of. tbe, subject; 
philosophic, historic, analytical nnd crit­
ical; fruits and data needed by every 
student and especially by every Spir­
itualist. Ono of tho very best books pn 
tbe subject. Price reduced to $1, post­
age, 10 cents, cloth; paper, 
For sale at this office. - ”

“The World BeautlfiilZL;
Whiting. • Most excellent in

50 cents.

By Lilian 
tbelr high

and elevating spirituality of thought. 
Series 1, 2, and 8, each complete In it-.

Do I believe In prayer? Well, hardly, 
in that brand which passes current as 
such in most orthodox churches—that 
sort In which the minister In deep and 
solemn tones tells God how great he Is 
and how powerful, aud wbat he has 
promised to do, and what he ought and 
ought not to do. ' \.

The orthodox tell us that the Bible 1g 
Without error' and correctly reveals the ' 
character of God. I read the book and 
find that he is represented as short­
sighted, changeable, jealous, crue) aud 
blood-thirsty, delighting lu war and In 
inflicting the most savage punishments 
for even trifling offenses. He Is lim­
ited in power, for Satan so upset bls 
original plans that he found It neces­
sary to send bis own son to eaRh to be 
crucified, hoping in that way to pre­
vent the Devil from utterly defeating 
his whole scheme of creation. He was 
so chagrined over Satan’s success in 
out.maneuvering him, that be repented 
that be had made man at all. He tried 
drowning all human kind, but made 
the mistake of keeping some of the 
wicked seed with which to re-populate 
tbe world. Here old Satan outgeneraled 
him again.

The Bible represents the Deity as 
lengthening the day that Joshua might 
have time to murder more of his fel­
low-men; of sending bls angels to slay, 
the first-born of the Egyptians; of en­
dorsing the unjust curse of Esau pro­
nounced by his honest but deceived old 
blind father, of sanctioning war, 
polygamy, Slavery, and deceit. He put 
lying spirits into the mouths of bls own 
prophets, that innocent people might be 
deceived and ruined. “I create good 
and I create evil, sal th the Lord.”

No, Mr. Editor, I cannot pray to the 
“Orthodox God,” for he does not come 
up to my conception of what a God 
ought to be. His reputation is too 
shady.

But I am In favor of prayer not­
withstanding. The poet has said; 
“Prayer is the heart’s sincere desire, 
uttered or unexpressed.”

I would have all preachers nnd lec­
turers abandon the present oral, egotis­
tical, pompous, stump-speech style of 
public prayer, and would substitute the 
Quaker method of sitting in silence a 
few minutes. Let a profound calmness 
pervade the audience and let every one 
present spend a short time lu mental 
self-examination. Let him open his 
mind and earnestly desire an influx of 
truth; let him resolve to dQ'good and be 
good; let him pray, if be is so Inclined, 
that bls highest Ideal of good influences 
may envelope him, and flow into him, 
and strengthen him in carrying out all 
good resolutions.

Prayer can affect us. If we desire 
(or pray) to be good, and kind and lov­
ing, we tap tlie infinite reservoirs of 
goodness, kindness and love. We open 
up the doors of our souls and good in­
fluences pour in as naturally as water 
will seek Its level. We put ourselves 
In harmonious relations to the divine 
forces and are uplifted. We can ad­
vance spiritually In no other way. If 
we think evil, if we desire evil, we will 
gravitate to tbe plane of evil and In- 
harmony.

No blood of animals or of gods; no 
application of water baptism by sprink­
ling or immersion; no subscribing to 
written creeds; no words spoken by 
priests; no vehement assaults on “the 
throne of grace” by loud supplications; ’ 
no flattery of God; no merits of slain 
Saviors will avail us unless In our 
deepest thoughts we resolve to break 
away from evil and practice the good. 
Tbe dogma of “imputed righteousness” 
is false. No sin can be transferred from 
the guilty man to a sinless man by kill­
ing the Innocent one. “As a man thinks 
so is he.” “As ye sow, so shall ye
reap.”

Alameda, Cal.
R. A. DAGUE.

Prayer No Place in Nature.
Prayer, in its common acceptation 

and use, is wholly indefensible. It be­
longs to the childhood of the race. It 
was nurtured In fear and cradled Ih su­
perstition. Its kindred are selfishness, 
superstition and bigotry. Every prayer 
uttered is a suggestion of either suppli­
cation or condemnation. The bigot de­
lights in anathematizations, the super­
stitious in imprecations; beseeching 
the gods to withhold punishment from 
the charmed circle, but to visit it un­
sparingly upon those outside its pale. 
Spiritual law, of course, Is the acme of 
perfection. Upon its completeness and 
Symmetrical proportions are based all 
of Nature’s splendid expressions in the 
physical realm, h .; "•• .
: Prayer must necessarily embrace tbe 

Idea of rewards, of punishments, else it 
has no office. If there can be no vlola-
tion of natural and spiritual law, 
would seem to be perfectly useless 
indulge Jq so bootless an endeavor.

The question you propound seems

it 
to

to
answer itself. For a Spiritualist who 
has stepped upou the portico of truth to 
Indulge In such a practice, teaches us 
the force of education and tbe effect of 

social environment. If be bas attained 
any knowledge, I might even say rudi­
mentary, of natural or spiritual law, he 
understands the uselessness of the ef­
fort. He knows that neither gods* nor 
spirits can reward or punish.

A beautiful invocation which appeals 
to the aspiration of both spirit and 
mortal may probably have a harmoniz­
ing effect upon an audience aud render 
it more receptive. This, however, is 
very doubtful and Is often used as a 
crutch upon which to support a lame 
lecture. The best thing to reach and 
hold an audience, in my humble opin­
ion, is to have something to say; have 
some principle of truth to inculcate. Be 
sufficiently pure, sufficiently noble, suf­
ficiently aspirational as to be a splen­
did medium through which the truth 
may flow unpolluted from selfishness, 
hate or Inharmony.

As to whether tbe N. 8. A. should be 
opened by prayer or not. I have no 
right to even suggest. What I have 
said are my observations on the ques­
tion generally. The whole. question 
may be concluded by the student who 
turns to Nature nnd beholds her unity 

and marvelous perfection in all ber ex­
pressions. There Is nothing In her 
beautiful, proportions that indicates 
supplication. Everything is accom­
plishment; everything is activity; ev­
erything Is force; everything Is express­
ion. We ci\n always safely turn to Na­
ture In every avenue of life for nn an­
swer to every question that may be 
propounded by the Sphinx of Exist­
ence. In Nature prayer has no office.

JOHN W. WRAY.
. Fort Worth, Texas. J

REGRETS.
• Yoh will have deep regrets for a long, 

long time If you miss the grand debate 
between Moses Hull and W. F. Jamie­
son, soon to begin In our columns, You 
may expect Something rich and pro.
found, a veritable treats the soul in 
this debate. Don’t depend upon bor­
rowing from your neighbor. Subscribeself. Price, cloth, JI per volume. 'For i------- ------------ w™ ......

gale at this office. \ . 1 for tho paper yourself.
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■ OUR SYMPOSIUM.
’ Our readers are treated to a bill of 
fare lu the present issue of The Pro­
gressive Thinker, that is unique as well 
aa instructive in the diversity of 
views, ’and tbo various methods of 
their presentation, each reader will be 
sure to find the pabulum that will 
please his mental appetite. If one 
writer’s sentiments grates unpleasantly 
on a reader’s sensitive palate, he will 
find In tho next article that which will 
mollify and please. All will find some­
thing to their liking.

The unpleasant articles of one writer 
will operate as a sort of condiment- 
pepper, salt, mustard, pepper sauce, 
etc.,—taken with the more agreeable 
end assimilable portions of the intellec­
tual menu. •

Wide divergence of opinions was to 
have been expected from Spiritualists— 
who are the most independent and 
really'free-th Inking people In the world. 
But however widely differing in opin­
ions, let us remember we are Spiritual­
ists all. We may well and wisely apply j 
to ourselves the counsel of Paul: “Let 
every one, be fully persuaded in hls 
Own mind” as to what is truth; and let 
each freely accord to each other the 
right to form and bold hls own opinions 
and not judge harshly because of va­
riant opposing views. In this way we 
shall show to the world an example of 
protherly feeling, demonstrating that 
beneath tho waves of outward ap­
parent discord, there exists a deep sea 
of spiritual accord, undisturbed by the 
lashing winds and waves of the sur­
face; and it is the deep sea of spiritual 
truth beneath, of which we all partake, 
and not the froth and foam of the sur­
face, that makes us Spiritualists. |

It Is not our views on prayer, or on

The scramble for office in tbe N. 8. 
A. does not resemble scrambled eggs 
by a long shot • • • •

Before the delegates of the N. 8. A. 
sit down on auy candidate for Presi­
dent, several air cushions.should be se­
cured in order that the act may be con­
ducted on humane principles.

The Presidential Pie of tbe N. 8. A. 
has not as far as tried, rendered auy 
one dyspeptic. On tlie contrary,' Mr. 
Barrett cries for more.' Glorious an­
nual Pie!

If no man but Mr. Barrett is fitted 
for the Presidency of the N. 8. A., I am 
extremely sorry that I didn’t commence 
raising children forty years ago, and 
thus enrich our ranks.

Water is not the only thing that boils 
—several of the delegates to the N. 8. 
A. will boll completely oyer when the 
result is made known.

Prayer does not resemble hash be­
cause this paper contains a mixture of 
opinions in regard to it.

On account of its spice, this paper 
will keep for a long time.
* I am happy; I don’t want an office, 
and an office doesn’t want me. This is 
a sublime case where extremes meet, 
and peacefully blend.

If any one finds fault with this num-

if'

“Infinite Intelligence,” or any one or 
more of a dozen mooted questions, that 
constitutes us Spiritualists; we may 
freely entertain any opinions that seem 
to us reasonable aud just, concerning 
tffese points, and however variant our. 
views thereon, we may be Spiritualists 
all the same. And a consideration of 
this truth will lead us to the real es­
sence of Spiritualism—as tho science of 
life here and hereafter.

f.'.

r-.

THE CANDIDATES.
Speaking from the outside and for 

the good of the whole Spiritualism, it 
is not good policy for the N. 8. A. to re­
tain its officers permanently. It sets a 

• poor precedent for all future time, and 
appears too much like ownership. 
Among the available and well qualified 
leaders of Spiritualism, we aro pleased 
to announce to the convention the 
name of Dr. Gea B. Warne, of Chicago. 
He is now the president of the Illinois 
State Association, and in that capacity 
has put up a grand fight against fraud 
and in favor of truth. He is the genu­
ine medium’s friend; Is a cool, calm, 
clear-headed and fearless executive 
and thoroughly'acquainted with parlia­
mentary rules. He is eminently capa­
ble, possesses a keen business ability,’ 
and would doubtless raise the N. S. A. 
out of its stupor and Into a condition of 
financial and spiritual activity; infuse 
a little of the western life into It We 
aro pleased to place hls name before 
the convention as a candidate for presi­
dent of the N. 8. A.

Mr. Barrett will be a candidate, of 
course, and hls qualification for the po­
sition is well'known.

Moses Hull has been mentioned as a 
candidate. He is a splendid orator, 
knows how to influence the public with 
•hls masterly eloquence, and is adroit in 
making friends and holding them.

E. W. Sprague is another candidate. 
He is certainly a moot excellent man; 
and combines the intellectual and spir­
itual to a high degree. We have heal’d 
excellent reports from hls lectures dur­
ing the past summer, and be possesses 
any amount of endurance, and is able 
to do a grand wort -

G. W. Kates’ name has been men­
tioned also. He understands thorough­
ly the wants of Spiritualism in its va­
rious aspects. He is certainly a master 
of the situation so far as the status of 
Spiritualism is concerned, and is an 
honor to our cause.

Dr. A. B. Spinney would make an ex­
cellent president He Is a hard worker, 
a fine speaker, and on excellent man 
throughout.

Either Moses Hull, E. W. Sprague,
Ik

Mr. Kates, Dr. S or Dr. Wafne

<
possesses pre-emfhently tbe ability re­
quired to manage the affairs of the N. 
S. A. if elected to take the place of Mr. 
Barrett We believe that any one of 
the number would be able to infuse 
new life Into the hundreds of chartered 
societies that are now dead or dying, 
and place our cause on a higher plane.

*

A GREAT PAEER.
- The Progressive Thinker Is a great 
paper this week; in fact It Is great all 
the time, overflowing, with something 
with which all Spiritualists should be 
familiar. This fall and winter, it will 
be especially brilliant, and those who 
don’t read It will miss a rare treat If 
you can’t afford a dollar; send 25 cents 
for three months.

iMiH W- Syrett
Cwo Sibee to atr Important ©uestfon
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To tbe Editor:—You evidently real- should comelforth, expressing bis can- and under no circumstances has Mr. 
did opinion.!#'connection with the pres- Mayer ever intimated, directly or In-ized that Treasurer Mayers attack 

upon President Barrett would arouse 
contention among Spiritualists. It cer­
tainly ought to, for such in unblushing 
attempt to interject politics Into the N. 
8. A. should tiro the righteous indigna­
tion of every broad-minded, tolerant

idency of ’ the N. 8. A. Mr. Mayer is directly, that his gift entitled him, as 
one of the niust chudld and tolerant of Mr, Rice asserts, “to have purchased 
men; he is flowing over with beuevo- the right to dictate the policy and ac- 
lence; he is a lightin dark places; be is tlon of thousands of . liberal-minded

Spiritualist. » , J -
It is true that Mr. Mayer’s very lib- supported Mr. Barrett time and again

eral contribution to the N. S. A. entitles 
him tea hearing, but I for one deny 
that it entitles him to plead any man’s 
political views as a bar to office in the 
N. 8. A., or to otter the fact of hls own 
liberal contribution as a reason for dic­
tating the policy of the N. 8. A. or its 
official roster. -

Had Mr. Mayer contented’ himself 
with advancing Mr. Barrett’s editor­
ship as his reason for opposing Mr. B.’s 
re-election, the argument would be en­
titled to the thoughtful consideration; 
but even then Mr. Mayer would be In­
consistent, since Mr, Barrett was editor 
of the Banner when he received Mr. 
Mayer’s support for the office. It 
would, therefore, be incumbent upon

a natural born’- financier, and bls Spiritualists.” This unblushing thrust 
philanthropic nature lias lightened the at Mr. Muyer will be regarded by all 
burden of many poor souls. He has [who bave known him as decidedly 

cruel and uncalled for, and wltbqut 
one particle of foundation. .

per of The Progressive Thinker, they Mr. Mayer to show that Mr. Barrett
are not a good judge of hash, and bet­
ter keep silent.

If after reading what we have to say 
here, you break forth with ihe ejacula­
tion, Nonsense! we shall consider It a 
great compliment, and regard you as 
an everlasting friend.

Some of the candidates at the N.- 8. 
A. will suddenly become tired and want 
to go home. Candidates generally are 
afflicted this way; It is not dangerous, 
for we have passed through the ordeal 
several times.

This paper will need no band of mu­
sic to precede lt*to tbe N. 8. A. conven­
tion. It will create music enough when 
each one reads it—pro and con.

In case any one notices a vacuum at 
tbe N. 8. A. convention, it,may be be­
cause I am not there.

Mr. Pro and Mr. Con have expressed 
themselves ably on the prayer ques­
tion. Thanks, gentlemen.

Mr, Rice, Mr. Mayer, Mr. Barrett apd 
The Man Up a Tree propose to meet 
after the convention, and embrace each 
other, and smoke tbe pipe of peace. 
Then everything will be lovely, while 
waiting for the next N. 8. A. conven­
tion.

After writing these items, to go to 
the N. 8. A. convention would be ex­
tremely dangerous; I might be turned ;

has used bis official position' as presi­
dent of the N. 8. A., to further hls pri­
vate Interests as editor. This, he has 
not shown, nor do I believe it can be 
shown.

OW-FWl dr^ Winter Campaign-

The M and Winter Campaign of The Pro-^
gressive Thinker will be especially brilliant It 
will be unusually attractive and instructive. It 
will lead you on to a higher plane. It will make 
you.happier, wiser and better. It will blossom

Into a lion, or spanked as a 
which?

Ab I bend over tbe desk 
these items I have a severe

dunce—

writing 
pain in

for the presidency of the N. 8. A., and 
now because be makes hls objection to 
him known publicly, he bas excited ad­
verse criticism on the part of Mr. Rice 
because of hls “unblushing attempt .to 
Interject politics into the N. 8. A.”

No candid person, who will stop just 
one moment and think carefully, will 
make that charge against Mr. Mayer.

Mr. Rice has evidently got seriously 
tangled in hls meditations or he would 
not have made that unblushing state­
ment . . *

Mr. Mayer is strenuously attempting 
to prevent the introduction of politics 
into tbe N, 8. A., and finds fault with 
the President for so doing. Anyone 
who reads hls article, carefully and

Mr. Rice says, in regard to Mr, 
Barrett:

“He has universally .given other 8pir- 
ituallst papers the same privileges of 
his own, in tbe dissemination of N. 8. 
A. news, and has gone out of his’way 
to do this, giving other papers pref­
erence at times .so qs to avoid any 
charge of partiality.’1 v

Our talented and versatile friend has 
stated hls opinion clearly and now we 
will give ours.- Mr. Barrett was se­
lected by Mr. Rich, the then owner of 
the Banner, as the editor of that paper 
because of the prestige It would gain 
thereby. It bas most certainly given 
the Banner, acting as the organ of the 
N. 8. A., prestige over every other Spir-critically cannot fall to realize that bis

whole ulxn and Intent is to do that very ituallst paper. Traveling around the 
tiling—prevent the introduction of poll- country at tbe expense of the N. 8. A.,
tics Into the N. S. A.

As is well known, tbe Banner Is the 
recognized organ of the N. 8. A. Mr, 
Barrett was selecte4 by Mr. Rich toMy acquaintance, and association

mebKnKS fromShness ta^ ^.o' the paper Solely on the 
of this kind He bas Invariably given account not only of bls pre-eminent 
other Spiritualist papers tho same prlv- ^J!^’J^ ^^^ ^/n0 1^ > 
Heges as his own in the dissemination pf the N. o. A. Ihe Banner had been 
of N. 8. A. news, and bas gone out of losing money right along for many 
hls way to do this, giving other papers years; it had lost the prestige that it 
preference at times so as to avond any 'formerly occupied among Spiritualists, 
charge of partiality. I confidently assert aDd Mr. Rich acted wisely In selecting
my opinion that no editor of a Spirit­
ualist paper will make a charge of this 
kind against Mr. Barrett.

As an individual Spiritualist, I rise In 
protest against Mr. Mayer’s real reason 
for opposing Mr. Barrett’s re-election— 
bls politics. Tills is so narrow and 
bigoted a reason that every Spiritualist 
who loves freedom of thought and ex­
pression should resent this effort to in­
troduce politics Into the N. S. A., and 
to use tne general sorrow at tbe death 
of President McKinley as a lever to 
control the election of N. S. A. officials.

As for myself, I have frequently 
stated tliat the great obligation of the 
N. 8. A. to one man would rise to 
plague the Association sooner or later. 
Mr. Mayer assures us that he has no 
axe to grind, but in the same para­
graph be points to hls liberality and

Mr. Barrett to try bis hand at the

he has been able to pick up hundreds 
of subscribers which he never would 
otherwise bave been able to obtain. It 
Is worth to any editor at least 1,000 ad­
ditional subscribers each year to act as 
President of the N. 8. A. The Banner 
has enjoyed that prestige for a long 
time, a golden opportunity surely.

Then again ns to “news.” Last year 
we did a great deal of energetic kick­
ing because Mr. Barrett did not send to 
this office hls annual report so that It 
could appear In The Progressive Tbink-

helm, and see if a young and spirited vr simultaneously with the Banner of

into something brighter, fresher, and more start­
ling, and will be a surprise to you in a variety 
of ways. Among the many attractions will be 
the debate between the brilliant Materialist, W. 
F. Jamieson, and the profound and eloquent 
Moses Hull. It will make most excellent read­
ing for fall and winter evenings, and we are not 
sure but what it will so scintillate with the fric- 
ton of happy hits on both sides that lights can 
be dispensed with while reading it on a cloudy 
evening. We are sure that every Spiritualist, 
Freethinker and Materialist will want to read 
this debate, and thus become wiser and better. 
Tell your Spiritualist friends of this debate and 
request them to send to this office at least 25 
cents for a three months’ subscription to The 
Progressive Thinker. No Spiritualist can afford 
to be without this remarkable debate.
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SARCASTIC. assassination, acquits Czolgosz, the as­
sassin, and gets the case down to bard 
pan with a seeming regret that In this 
particular case God thought best to 
turn a deaf ear to all the prayers sent 
up, to spare McKinley’s life. Tho Arch­
bishop, however, becomes easily recon­
ciled to a difference of opinion, and 
turns the fruits of anarchy into tho 
“wisdom and goodness” of God.

With the great multitude of proof 
that God answers prayer, in matter of 
grasshoppers and rains, and thousands 
of other cases of daily experience, this 
exception to tbe rule should not Influ­
ence the N. 8. A. against former prac­
tice.

But here is what Archbishop Ireland 
said:

“In our hour of sorrow, we turn to 
the God of nations and commend him 
to our country. In hls mysterious dis 
signs He has judged best to take from 
us our friend, our president, despite 
our earnest prayers. We murmur uot 
against his holy will, which we .know 
to be wisdom and goodness.”

Tbe Holy Bible teaches that God an­
swers prayer, and It must be true, be­
cause It’s in His own book. We live to 
study and learn the beauties of the 
book, on account of the author.

No. Some of our ablest speakers do 
not prefix a prayer to their lectures. It 
Is about forty years ago, In Detroit, 
Mich., when I heard Brother Moses 
Hull reel off a rattling diagnosis, with 
several scattering grains of doubt 
about the moral and sacred character 
of tho old book, and he did It void of 
prayer at either end of the lecture, but 
resumed a former practice of Advent 
times. He would naturally bo “able in 
prayer,” and fit opener of the N. 8. A. 
meeting.

O, yes! by all means the occasion 
should be opened with tbe gool old-time 
practice. It is such a help—or rather, 
“He” is such a big spoke in the wheel

Light. But this kicking did no good 
whatever—the report came again too 
late this year—it had to appear In the 
official organ of the.N. 8. A. first. For 
several years In succession this has 
been played upon us notwithstanding 
our protest. Unless the present N. 8. A. 
Convention act upon tb|s matter, we 
hereby instruct the Secretary and Pres­
ident that it may elect, to never send 
another line to this office for publica­
tion. We have extended every courtesy 
to the N. 8. A.; we have advertised for 
it free; we have contributed towards 
its support financially, and we don’t in­
tend to take a back seat when it comes 
to tbe publication of official proceed­
ings; if we publish them at all, It will 
not be after they have special oppor­
tunity to appear In the organ of the 
N. 8. A. first.

The proposition of Mr. Rice to return 
to Mr. Mayer his princely gift because 
he expressed hls candid opinion, Is un­
worthy of the writer, and was simply 
intended probably as a joke. Spiritual

man, backed by the potent prestige Im­
parted by tbe N. 8. A. could not place 
the paper in the very front ranks of 
Spiritualist publications. It was superb 
diplomacy on the part of Mr. Rich to 
do ns he did, although tbe gain 
achieved thereby did not prove a suc­
cess financially to the extent he de­
sired, hence the paper passed out of his 
bunds. Now it is solely Mr. Barrett’s 
paper to control, nnd Spiritualists 
everywhere regarded it as the organ of 
the N. 8. A. And how could it be con­
sidered otherwise under tbe circum­
stances? As Is well known, politics has 
been more or less Interjected into its 
columns, and we and others have sup­
posed that this course wns in perfect 
accord with tbe wishes of the N. S. A., 
and that all its members were opposed 
tp tbe war In tbo Philippines nnd in 
harmony with the Insurgents who were 
fighting against our government, and 
lending tbeir assistance to a notable 
body of Bostonians whom the govern­
ment regarded as bo many base

Queer Reasons in Favor of Pray­
ing.

The absorbing question just now 
seems to be, shall the October meeting 
of tho N. 8. A., at Washington, be 
opened with prayer? I can’t imagine 
how such a question ever came to the 
surface with anybody having the sue 
cess of tlie meeting and the cause o 
genuine Spiritualism which It purports 
to champion, In view. It is wel 
said tliat many of our most eloquent, 
effective and learned speakers don’t re­
sort to tlie prayer practice In churches 
to give God tips, and suggestions, ant 
reminders, of Wbat he ought tp be do­
ing in hls administration of the mun­
dane and spiritual affairs of this little 
7 by 9 globe of ours.

It is generally supposed to be worth 
several points in a game to be ou tho 
“popular” side, with the majority. Tbe 
shrewdest political bosses understand 
this advantage,., and also that God an­
swers prayers. Hence the con ven Clous 
are opened with prayer, and God’s help 
Is secured to help make up the commit­
tee on credentials to down the other 
candidates, und get a “platform” that 
suits the fellows with the biggest “bar-

plainly Intimates that for Mat reason 
his wishes should prevail. }Out upou 
that “generosity” which claims thus to 
have purchased tbe right to dictate 
the policy and action of many thou­
sands of liberal-minded Spiritualists. 
Who cares for the gift wliich carries

the stomach; but I get consolation 
when I think of tho pain that arises 
in the heart when defeated for office.

Kindly read Mr. Barrett’s editorial in 
the Banner of September 14, on the 
Vice-President of tbe United States, bis 
fitness for office, etc., and then read his 
views after taking a spoonful dose of 
VMayerlsm.” This Is a beautiful exam­
ple of before and after taking on the 
patent medicine bottles.

No one should find fault with those 
on the outside for expressing their 
views on the N. 8. A-' question. The 
Man Up a Tree has his vista extended 
and can see the condition of the coun­
try much better than those who are on 
the ground floor.

To say that there is only one man ca­
pable of being President of tbe N. S. 
A., Is simply poking fun at the 10,000,- 
000 of Spiritualists of the United 
States. It is a travesty on common 
sense, and a bint to all the other can­
didates to go home and apply Mother 
Goose’s ointment to their heads, and a 
porous plaster to their Central Nervous 
System, if they know where it is.

None of these thoughts are original; 
they are simply “caught on the fly” and 
caged.

The great difficulty in the way of 
electing Agulnaldo as tbe President of 
tbe N. S. A., he would still have an or- j 
gan in the Banner, and Brother Mayer i 
would object.

The N. S. A. Pie has for eight mortal I 
years been monopolized by Mr. Bar-1 
rett, yet he pretends to be opposed to 
monopoly. |

Is not the N. S. A. favoring a trust 
when they trust the N. 8. A. Pie exclu­
sively to Mr. Barrett, while others, 
equally as capable in every respect, 
can’t have a Dibble of It. t

If the delegates at the N. 8. A. can’t 
see equally as good a man as Mr, Bar­
rett for President, in all our ranks, 
they had better consult an expert ocu­
list at once and have their eyes re­
paired. . |

Mr. Barrett is my personal friend, 
but I have numerous other personal 
friends that I would like to have a 
try at parliamentary rules, and see If 
they get their feet so tangled therein 
that they can’t kick out.

When the office seeks the man, and 
not man the office, then a monopoly in 
the N. 8. A. Pie will run its course, in 
about two years.

Nothing so bad In the world as luke­
warmness. As scores of chartered so­
cieties have already dropped out of the. 
N. 8. A., more will surely follow when 
It is shown the delegates aro foolish 
enough to favor monopoly.

If Mr. Barrett is not laid on the shelf 
this year for a rest, many prominent 
Spiritualists may take a rest by laying 
themselves on a shelf. * |

In case Mr. Barrett still monopolizes 
the Presidency, the defeated candidates 
hod better be consoled by being ap­
pointed wardens over the cemeteries I 
that contain tbe corpses of so many 
dead chartered societies

It Is possible that The Man Up a Tree 
may support Mr. Barrett for president 
next year. He will surely do so If the 
one elected to succeed him makes a 
mdss of the affairs of the N. 8. A.

These Items are written, I wish It 
distinctly understood, not because I 
ike Mr. Barrett any the less, but be­

cause there are several others I like I 
equally as well as I do him, and who I 
should have an opportunity to get their I 
feet tangled in tbe meshes of parlia­
mentary law. Besides I don’t want a 
monopoly of the N. 8. A. Pie. Mr. Bar-1 
rett has eaten enough of it

Yours Truly, .
• THE MAN UP A TREE.

such an obligation and which Is to be 
flaunted in our eyes to blind them to 
our principles of individual liberty of 
opinion, expression and action?

The Spiritualists of America cannot 
afford to rest under this obligation, and 
I now propose that a sinking fund .be 
started to repay Mr. Mayer's contribu­
tion, based upon an appraisal of hls 
gift by competent, unbiased judges. I 
will give fifty dollars to' thia fund as 
soon aa details can be arranged and 
suitable persons placed In charge of the 
movement..

Let us be free! Eg VIN A. RICE.
Chicago, Ill. ^

REMARKS BY THE EDITOR.

traitors. Be this as it may, we refused ists without a single charitable institu­
te allow any of our contributors to find I tlon; with no home for mediums where 
any fault with Mr. Barrett In our I they can spend their declining years
columns. We have been exceedingly 
generous towards him. It is not for us 
to say whether he acted wisely or not; 
it Is not for us to condemn him, but to 
place the facts before the people in 
tbeir proper light,

Aa Is well known tho generosity of 
Mr. Mayer has given the N. S. A. a 
beautiful hompuln Washington. With­
out that generous donation it would to­
day .be without a roof to cover Its head, 
and be in a most lamentable financial 
condition. All honor, then, to Mr. 
Mayer for hls princely gift! Not equal 
to the Temple in Boston erected by Mr. 
Ayres (God bless him), but far more

Our good Brother Rice seems to be 'reaching and potent in its benign 
excessively amazed that Mr. Maver effects on Spiritualism, and at no time
v#(&$tt!X8tt$$tttt&x&tt&Xttxxx&xx$fttttttttttttt&MXtt^

DOUBTFUL
Of the Value and Merit in 

Prayer.

The unsettled question relative to the 
efficacy of prayer would require much 
space in your columns, where faith In 
prayer could be viewed side by side 
with fact, the product of natural cause 
and effect

I The deep seated effects of long con­
tinued faith In the result of prayer has 
become so firmly fixed in the mental 

watum of mankind, that It now forms 
a seemingly vital principle without 
which humanity would be bereft of 
hope here and hereafter.

All grades of intelligence, all shades 
of religious teaching, all classes of the 
human family, appeal to some unseen 
Force or personality through the me­
dium of prayer. Though it may be in 
the depths of “The heart’s sincere de-

appeals to God with all the eloquence 
born of a great national sorrow, it 
should be a sufficient test for the merits 
or value of prayer.

In the case of the noble Lincoln, 
prayer was unheard—at least it was 
not answered. Sixteen yeas later, the 
nation was horrified by the assassina­
tion of President Garfield. He was not 
only an eminent Christian, but an able 
expounder of the Infallibly ?) promises 
of the “Word”—the basis of Faith.

The experiment of prayer was ap­
plied In his case, far more extensively 
than in that of President Lincoln. The 
day was set by national proclamation, 
special preparations were made, all en 
tered upon the service with,the deepes 
devotion and most earnest endeavor. 
It resulted In failure—disappointment- 
disgust!

Twenty years rolls away, bearing 
with them many cherished hopes o 
Divine intervention in the affairs of 
earth-life—when lo! In the midst of na­
tional rejoicing In the triumph of ge­
nius and Industry of a mighty Christian

slre, uttered or unexpressed,” still It Is potion, our Chief Magistrate is assassi­
nated by the hand of “godless” an-prayer. i___

And not only so, but the petition Is archy!
always directed to what tbe petitioner But the elastic hopes of our generous 
deems to be Supreme, or that which and peace-loving people laid h^^at’

without suffering the pangs of hunger; 
with no hospital for the sick; with no 
refuge for the Insane; with nothing 
whatever to indicate that they possess 
the least philanthropic spirit, have at 
last gained a home—given outright by 
Mr. Mayer to the N. 8. A. Every Spir­
itualist should honor Mr. Mayer for the 
grand and noble spirit he has mani­
fested, and hls name will go down in 
history as the one person who has done 
as much to secure a home for Spiritual­
ists in Washington—tfie National head­
quarters—as the boasted 10,000,000 of 
Spiritualists scattered throughout the 
United States. He gave outright the 
home, worth $15,000, while Spiritualists 
after many years raised a like amount

the Association of which he has been 
tbe leading nead, as an Instrument of 
the higher Intelligences.

Many stand aloof and criticise the ac­
tion of those whom they disarm by 
their apathy and avarice, and cry out 
against the creedai bonds which they 
declare are enwrapped within .the fold’s 
of the declaration of principles.

They bave ridden this hobby of 
Materialistic Individualism until its 
jaded condition Is pitiable, and they 
themselves are covered with the dust 
of the arena of pessimism.

If he can accept the office, after the 
repeated thrusts at his manhood by 
those who should have sustained his 
great effort for the common good of all, 
bur president for the ensuing year 
should be Harrison D. Barrett.

Dowagiac, Mich. . C. F. COLE.

The Manner of Opening Our Pub­
lic Meetings.

To the Editor:—I found your Invita­
tion to say briefly and promptly some­
thing relative to the manner of opening 
the forthcoming convention of the N. S. 
A., awaiting my return to this city.

Amid pressure of other duties, I have
to reply that whether opened secularly.

represents absolute power. the words of “The Martyr,” ” be or otherwise, neither the salvation nor
Prayer is a natural characteristic of soever ye^ask In my name, it snail m® j i

the human soul, which always maul- given yow 
fests a tendency to rely upon some
source of help higher and more respon­
sive than the natural and social en­
vironments.

But, alas for humanity! Through the 
cunning manipulations of the ancient 
priesthood, ages remote from us, pray­
er, gifts ana offerings, were the •me­
dium of communication with, the gods.

Doubtless it served a good purpose in 
molding the general mind to submls-

damnation of any man depends upon
Prayer -ascended from the aching bow It is opened. .--The form or charac­

ter of any such invocation, at any timehearts of tens of millions of our people. 
They prayed,* both old and young, rich 
and poor,,white and black, learned and 
illiterate—all prayed for the restoration 
of our beloved President, W. McKinley. 
All denominations and shades of faith, 
prayed that the life of our peerless rep­
resentative, our brother and friend, 
might live. Result? Failure!

If prayer Is to be offered in our meet-

or place, is solely an Individual matter. 
No two of our representative speakers 
or lecturers, from various antecedent 
causes, feel exactly alike on this sub­
ject. Some Invariably begin with a pe­
tion or invocation—variously ad-

sion to law and order, out of which bas togs^-lot It be directed toward our ex-
evolved a better civilization.

The ffge of “Faith” Is fast drawing to 
a close. The age of Facts dawned In 
March, 1848.

Those facts, stupendous and marvel­
ous, came to a people whose souls were 
steeped In the essence of superstitious 
faith. The petitioner wns led to be­
lieve that the potency of the name of 
Jesus was a sufficient credential to nd- scene of oiir trla^and past failures of 
mlt him into the presence of the Su- prayer make ip0 -ppubtful. The next 
premo Ruler of tho Universe, and once National Association of. Spiritualists 
there, he could demand all things by should pause in,^ts,customary routine 

of opening Its sessions with prayer to 
a Being who Ignored the agonized peti­
tion to aid one of jbls specially distin­
guished servants.:wpose field of labors 
was In the same.£l€jpwhere the conven­
tion assembles. \

carnnte friends and? those Who aro In­
terested in our intellectual and spiritual

rels” and the “trusts” with tbe most 
mill tons in them. Then the candidate 
that will get the most votes to execute 
the jobs after the syndicate lobby ma­
nipulate the passage of the bill into 
laws. Then hire a blind man to pray 
to be sure to get Impartial treatment 
for all the big things the lobby wants 
Congress dr Legislature to pass, and 
the political conventions are opened 
With prayer with careful selection of 
the man to pray, whom they think has 
the most influence, and the most win­
ning ways with God. Just look at Con­
gress— odr national aud state law-mak­
ers—are not our ports wide open for a 
growing anarchism to recuperate from 
the most devoutly pious and praying 
peoples, where anarchists are incubat­
ed as the natural product of much 
pray er—where the overthrow of secu­
lar governments to make church and 
state mean the same thing, has been 
the motive power of prayer for centu­
ries; with an organic disciplined force 
that believe God answers prayer.

If tbe N. S. A. expects victory it 
should be opened with prayer. The 
value of appeals to God In cases of 
emergency are too numerous to allow 
of doubt. Take for instance the great 
grass-hopper raid on all vegetation in 
Kansas until not a blade of grass, spear 
of corn, or leaf of any growing thing 
remained for the hoppers to ease appe­
tite upon; when it became a question of

of fortune. Then again, we may have 
a yellow fever or small-pox epidemic, 
or some financial upheaval, or earth­
quakes—or—well, lots of unasked-for 
kings, and it will be well to keep in 
ouch with a remedy, by merely pray- 
ng for it. When everybody so well un­

derstands the efficacy of prayer, it is a 
miracle how the question ever got in 
the air—with a doubtful prefix.

Shawano, Wis. W. 8. WOOD.

As to Public Prayer.
Shall the Spiritualists imitate the or­

dinary church service and pray In pub­
ic? It is surprising that the heartless 

formality of public prayer should ob- 
ain and bo practiced by any one pre­
ending to be a follower of Jesus, who 

never gave an example of praying in 
public, and who openly denounced and 
eprecated such an exercise In most

starvation or migration, and the gov- emphatic terms and rebuked those that
ernor wisely appoints a “day of prayer” 
for relief. Presto, change! See how 
quick God answered the prayers, and 
how quick the hoppers got a move on 
them in a lively hop for new feeding 
grounds!

So with prolonged drouth. A day of 
prayer In the churches brings rain. It 
Jias never yet failed to rain after a very 
dry spell.

In some cases prayer has been a lit­
tle premature,-an4 rain delayed until

stood up and made long prayers where 
they would be seen of men. What 
could be plainer than this: “And when 
thou prayest thou shalt not be as hyp­
ocrites; for they love to pray standing 
In the synagogues, and iu the corners 
of tbe streets, that they may be seen 
of men. But thou when thou prayest 
enter into thy closet and when thou 
bast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is In secret; and thy Father 
which seeth In secret shall reward thee

God thought it ought to fall, but the openly. But when ye pray use not
prayers were finally answered—sooner vain repetitions as the heathen; for 
or later, ^ure pop!

There have been some conspicuous 
cases of delay in answers at tbe risk 
of losing confidence of prayer-makers 
In the judgment and goodness of “Infi­
nite Intelligence” whether in singular 
or plural number. .

dressed. Others as conscientiously re- * As the patent medicine people say:
train from this custom. There is room 
for great and honest difference of opin­
ions. Recognizing the principle of lib­
erty, I grant to every one tbe consider­
ation that I want extended to myself 
under like circumstances.

Gods and Devils have a cojnmon orl-
development. Of.<9 •

We know tbatj t^ey exist—we know
that they/lover [ (an^l care for us—we gin. The Biblical view Is that the lat- 
know that they honour voices and see ter are tbe more powerful,, or at least 
our afflictions. ..’7 vrr ' * have much the larger following. Their

iwP only - by doubtful

“Delays are dangerous,” and In the 
particular case I refer to, an exasperat­
ing and mysterious delay to answer 
prayer, sweat the faith ta a prayer-an­
swering God out of many, and many 
more whose petitions never seemed to 
get on file.

I refer to the case of Col. Robert G. 
Ingersoll’s prolonged sojourn in earth- 
life—the grandest and noblest specimen

they think they shall be heard fortheir 
much speaking.”

Is it wise for Spiritualists to disre­
gard this injunction and gratify their 
vanity by praying so they may be seen 
of men? Do they wish to copy the ab­
surdity of the common prayer? To 
flatter God and tell Him how great a 
king be is, and that he is the king of 
kings and the God of all gods?

Most public prayers are the essence 
of hypocrisy, the product of sanctimo­
nious formality; many of them are Im­
pious and depreciating without the 
least exalting quality. Many df these 
prayers are like the address of a Ohlna- 
mah who is extravagantly polite and 
salutes you as the Sun of heaven and

hearsay, enters upon the

■ ■

0.4

c.

of real genuine manhood of the 19th the fragrance of ten thousand flowers, 
century—while' •Infinity” persistent- Such declamation Is not worship; it Is

conception belongs to tbe infancy of 
tho race. Their interference, by virtue 
of a special request on any public occa­
sion, is.not recognized. The popular 
notion of them,-tbeir power to bless or 
blast, is a childish fancy.

Job asks (21:15) “What profit should 
wo have if we pray unto Him?” “What 
things soever ye desire when ye pray, 
(says Mork 11:24) believe that ye re­
ceive them, and ye shall bave them.”

According to St. James 8:17, “Elias 
prayed earnestly that It might not rain; 
nnd it rained not on thb earth by the 
space of three years and.six months!” 
We are told by tho writet of the Epistle

ly declined to hoed prayers to silence sycophancy. Spiritualists have no call 
to display themselves in public In this 
guise. When they fed need of prayer

h
bis eloquence in the battle-field for 
mental freedom in mortal life. But the 
prayers were finally answered, and it 
would be no consolation if they could 
now believe that he had been give# a 
harp and a sent of glory and honor

let them resort to it in private and be­
seech their guardian angel to guide 
them by a higher light than that of 
mortal experience.

Prayer as ordinarily offered In the 
churches is contrary to the teaching

the exercise of faith. • ■
The idea thatnacred books or Bibles, 

or the heroes of those records opens the 
way to the throne pf the Most High la 
theoretical—not based upon fact ' ,

The Closest observer, and thO'most 
crucial tests of the promises held out to 
faith, by lnfallible(?) records, ; have

upon a golden throne In tlie New (Jeru­
salem I (The Oolonel is all right.) V

Yes, let the N. $/ A. bo opened with and example of Christ It is a rem-
nant of paganism that had prayer in 
Its temples long before the so-called 
Christian churches were organized. 
Spiritualism Is something so superior 
and far beyond theze practices of the 
dead ages, that It should not seek to* 
sustain them or resort to them as part 
of Its proceedings.

prayer, by all means.
To be sure, fervent prayer failed to 

protect the lives of Lincoln, Garfield 
and McKinley, but it is not unreason­
able to suppose that the “ruler and gov­
ernor” of all things—even to the count- 
jug of hairs on our heads, would not 
turn the helm to starboard or larboard

Tho Apostle John says: “If any man 
says he loves God whom he hath not 
seen, and hates Ms brother whom heOUR PREMIUMS.

• Everyone who subscribes- for The 
Progressive Thinker, con get that re­
markable book, “A Wanderer Jn tho 
Spirit Lands,” for 25 cents. Paper ono 

■year and book, $1.25. This is our reg­
ular yearly premium. This‘book is ele­
gantly bound in cloth, is printed lif the 
highest stylo of the printer’s art, and is 
sold to tho. trade for GO cents. It for­
merly sold for $1.50. It is ono of the 

* most interesting* books over published. 
It will interest you deeply. It will do 
you good. Address all orders to J. R. 
Francis, 40 Loomis Street, Chicago, HL

proved to bo signal failures.
Has prayer in Its wide Held of opera- 'hath seen, ho is a liar.

tlon Over arrested the ravages of the There aro some who pose upon the to the Romans 8:26) “We know not 
waives of famine? Did prayer ever ~^——- -— ""— -— * ♦’- wh"* - — •’-•'”

a
Crowded Out* ,

All Items In wnntetion with various 
societies, workers, etc., aro crowded 
out this week to give place to tho Sym­
posium on Prayer. Several articles in­
tended for this Ibsuo will appear next 
week. ’
. “Heliocentric Astrology or Essentials 
of Ashenomy and Solar Mentality, 
With Tables of Ephemeris from 1830 to 
1910.” By Yarmo Vedrm For sale at 
thia office. Price §1.50

stay tho rapid strides oft wasting pesti­
lence, or sheath tho dripping sword of 
war? ' ■ . —

When did prayer firing food and 
clotil)lhg to tho shivering orphan; or 
homo, friends afid shelter to tho lonely 
widow? : ! ■ ' •

altruistic plane., They quote * tbo 
“Master,” and make fopg prayers to the 
“Infinite”—or God, “whom, they have 
not seen.” ; Yet those exalted Individ-

Whnt we should pray for.;
To. the many who are accustomed to 

gnore the Injunction of tlie Master— -‘I

unis love ^Rb an infinitely less degree 
our worthy brother H. D. Barrett, 
“whom they have1 seen.” 7A' man who

o do their praying . In private—the 
Quaker custom is recommended, as far 
more sensible and every way prefer­
able. GEORGE A. BACON.

Washington, D. O. , 7

to gratify tho foolishness and whims of Elkhart, Ind. 
all thb cranks he has created to be • ---------

0. H. MURRAY. ,

The Fraud Element.
It is very active just now, and the N. 

8. A. should speak with no uncertain 
Bound In reference to it Word comes 
from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, of the

amused at tlielr peculiar antics!
When he deems it best to operate pH 

a king, nn emperor, or president, “it Is 
God’s way—let IBs will be done.”

Archbishop Ireland, of St. Paul, who

For sale At thia office. •cents,

“Invisible Helpers.” By 0. W. Lend- 
benter, tbo noted Theosophi*t lecturer 
ind writer. Very interesting. Price 55

Who has seen .tbe;band of Deity man­
ifested In answer to prayer? * ■ ' *'

Surely, when a nation, a Ohriktion
nation, bows the bead and burdened' among the “dry bones” of Materialistic 
Brink and Jn tho name of Josua ObriM Spiritists has yielded a rich harvest to

has been' t^r butt of• satire nnd mis­
representation, Which 'ho has patiently 
borne for ycara, ’ / :

His industry ^«d* persistent effort knows ns much if not more about God . .
and hls wishes as any man iff tho ^rrest and Imprisonment of a trickster?*^
United States, speaking of McKinley^ there. His victimfl were numerous.
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fey Be Granted without Disturb-

Ilaw; axm/alHoV that instances toay ba 
| cited where toe petitions of a united 

.juatloa have been disregarded; that be 
cannot grant the prayers of. two op­
posing armies, each.asking for victory.

To the Editor:—Your circular came, 
tailing for opinions us to the efficacy of I 
prayer. Tho grotesque figure at the j 
head suggests no friendly sentiment, ■ 
and the whole tenor does not disguise 
& conviction that prayer and bread pills 
are on a level. I fear that my response 
may . not find a place iu your sym­
posium.

For myself, thls^ I should discard 
any Spiritualism that discards prayer. 
I am a full believer in the just influ­
ence of faith-freighted prayer. If it is 
Un element of Spiritualism, as some of 
its Jedders assume, to hold prayer is of 
no avail, then am I no. longer on Its 
roll; though J well know of survival 
and of return, ' •

I.regard Spiritualism as a religion, 
and not merely as a science. I treat it 
with sacred devotion, reverentially, and 
not merely scientifically,

Your chief hint against the efficiency 
Of prayer seems to be, that the universe 
Is governed by; Immutable law, and 

' that It is Improbable that the Infinite 
God—if hto being Is granted—will 
change, divert or overrule a law at a 
mortal’s request. *

Did it ever occur to you that prayer 
may be granted without disturbing any
fixed law? . I

Suppose the influence of prayer is on 
the man, and not on God! I

Suppose that, by a fixed law, the In­
fluence of earnest prayer is to lift the 
spirit of the petitioner up into a higher 
range of causes, where different fixed 
laws prevail! New laws, new con-1 
ditious! That, In this upper realm, by 
virtue of enactments we cannot dow 
comprehend, prayer may be answered! 
Suppose the fixed law Is that. In that 
sphere, there are higher fixed laws, 
that a certain kind of prayer shall be 

; answered! The higher law may over- 
tnle the lower—the one we know here— 
somewhat as the fixed law . which Im­
pedes the transmission of sound beyond 
a narrow space is overcome by calling 

■ In a higher law, which sends a whisper, 
hence, to Chicago—a thousand miles— 
along an electric wire. He 1s a bold 
man who would bring down the arcana 
of heaven to the understanding of 
men—of men who cannot know how or 

* why a flower blooms. “They tell us,” 
said Wm. M. Taylor, “of the fixed laws 

‘ of nature! But who dares maintain 
that he who fixed these laws cannot 
ase them for the purpose of answering 
Ms people’s prayers?”

Would mon limit the potency of God, 
a id doubt the prayer which he enjoins?

There may be other explanations of 
the way in which prayer secures Its 
results—which are beyond our finite I 
reach—without Implying the arrest of ' 
vuyleldiug law.

If we can think of the spirit of the 
Creator as permeating and residing In 
every creature he has made, and famil­
iar with his Inmost thought, It does not 
Seem so difficult to Imagine that he can 
hear and answer prayer, as If we con­
ceive of him as a sovereign, distinct 
and separate, sitting on the throne ’of 
the universe, and listening to our 
articulate words.
I presume it will be conceded that 

prayer should not ask for Impossibili­
ties, nor for things that make for evil, 
or injustice. In the fact you cite, that 
prayer often Is not granted: as where 
two armies meet and each one prays 
for victory; as where disease to not ar­
rested; as where the weather la not 
changed at the prayers of a whole com- 

' munlty; and In the like cases, may it 
pot be that what Is asked for Is not for 
the best general good; and that to 
grant them would contravene some be­
nign purpose of the Almighty? In “the 
failure of prayer to protect tho lite of 

• president Lincoln,” which you mem- 
Uon, It Is now seen that in that failure 
was the unition of the North and 
South, in bands of sympathy and 
friendship which, otherwise, a century 
could not have produced.

The attempt of mortals to compre­
hend the motives and designs of Deity, 
and reduce the mysteries of bls reign 
to the level of human understanding, 
when, all our knowledge Is confined to 
effects, and we cannot even, glimpse the 
cause of any simple thing in the world, 
seems futile and absurd.

I pay some heed to the experiences 
r^d beliefs of the great and good men 
of the past, whose capacities of judg-

“Will you (brow light upon this vital 
subject?”

Answer. “I consider prayer very es­
sential. I feel that each person should 
dally offer up prayer for himself. Each 
one - has a different duty, a different 
path iu life, aud knows best what he 
requires.' He should make earnest sup­
plication to God to guide him right, to 
prepare him, to place his heart and 
mind in the right condition. When the 
sop! is filled with love a^. inspiration 
from God, he will receive <he answer 
to Ms heartfelt prayer. Did not our 
Savior go apart in the mountain to 
pray? If He felt it necessary to ask 
guidance and thank his Father for tho 
wisdom given him and the protection 
extended, should not all men pray?

“In reference to the prayers of na­
tions, they have tlie one common idea; 
they do not say to God, If this, people 
or this country would be benefited in 
some other way than that for which 
they $re now asking, then thy will be 
done; but they ask tkat their prayers 
may. be answered as they desire, as 
they think best, answered in their way.
“I always believed that God an- 

swered'earnest prayer if offered aright; 
and now I know that ho Is pleased 
when his children in humility bow 
themselves; before him, supplicating 
4ilm to hear and answer their petitions. 
And I further know that all prayers 
offered blip through humbleness and 
pureness of heart, with gratitude and 
love, are granted.

“Yes, I will add, pray; ask God your 
Father, to bestow upon you the bless­
ing that you feel yon require; also 
thank him for those he does so pro­
fusely give you.

“God turns not away front those who 
truly seek him through prayCr.

“Were I again a worker on the earth, 
I would more earnestly exhort the peo­
ple to pray more fervently and of tenor 
than they do, believing that God- will 
hear and answer them.”

1 In the course of a conversation with 
the' spirit of Henry Ward ’Beecher, 

; (June 21, 1891), he said:
“Thou hast a gracious and loving 

Father, and he would say to you, make

How the Deacon Made a Skeptic. Let Us Claim the Good ancOHumanitarian and Uplifting
Apply ItWork IK,

J.

his own father. to Deities created by the worshipers ot

dt law, tho ministration of loved andecstasies.

ei"

the

had

and
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story; It happened when Hudson Tut- come into'vogue and have ascended- 
tie was a boy and Deacon Nathan wmJ heavenward!'0 from sacrificial altarsry

harmony with 
In our nature, 
made, and wo

forward to success, for 
combined effort Should 
tional Association lend 
support and assistance?

To the Editor:—In response to your 
Invitation to express my opinions on 
prayer, I send you my thought in a 
poem telling how prayer worked iu the 
Tuttle family. The following Is a true

tlie want of 
not the Na- 
Its sanction,

. Let opr thought and word 
JimHexpresslon In deeds of charity and 
kindliness. “Labor-all labor Is noble

“Here, take the very best one—steel- blessings from above.” To me, prayer, 
lined and bright it is”; sincere desire, expressed or unex-

The boy bestrode it quickly In childish pressed, recognizes the predominance

unite'upon a common platform for the 
education, helpfulness and blessing of 
humanity. /

. ANDREW B. SPINNEY, M. D. 
Reed City, Mich..

age of human progress. Every thing
His hands were white and bloodless, so which manifests life proves some in- 

tight the tine they grasped; herent good, so let us claim the good
Slowly the blue eyes opened, slowly the | and apply It. Let opr thought and wor4 

hands unclasped; *

struck with terrlfl^ ring.

Dazed by the fell misfortune, down

“Life hath yet no hours to spare; f> 
Life is toil, and toil Is prayer.”

The formal supplications which hava •,«

God’s Eden laws. “Brother, round thee brothers stand,
So up ho raised the pitchfork to slay Pledge thy Truth apd give thy hand, 

the harmless thing, £“ »« t^e downcast, be^ the weak;
When on the rock the forked lance 1° ^or ?00<^’ foF vI*tu$ fW**.

Let thy brother be thy catA
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There 1# no need for cattle?, drugging or probing 
the eve for any form ot disease, for a new system or 
treating afflictions of tho eye has been discovered

Labor, labor, work Is prayef.”

; writes; “My oyci have been 
Let pur energies and combined forces 1 Autnv’~^itiowen»?AdK

go forth In humanitarian work. ^’X r.U’JM-
He loves God most WHO blesses man- rut from my IO W# cyo.”. Robert nakor. 80 Dearborn

Mad most. Ho show his faith In the

Hence I believe in prayer, not lip ser- THE SECRET REVEALED.

Moses Hull’s View of the 
.Subject

It Is th^ ^y to the Bool's 
Growth.

In answer to the question, “Shall wo 
all unite In prayer?” I most emphati­
cally say, yes, I fully believe in Alex­
ander von Humboldt that “the universe 
is governed by fixed laws,” aud that 
any answer to prayer from an Infinite 
God would be a contravention of his 
power. Prayer has been placed in the 
order of things, and to take tit out 
would change every law by widen man 
is governed. \Jt would be a reversal of 
the law of evolution and of aspiration 
for man not to pray.
I have never yet heard a remark 

against prayer that was not based1 on 
a lack of comprehension of the designs 
of prayer. Prayey Is not an appeal to 
a God to do something which he had 
not before thought of doing, nor yet to 
change his mind about anything he in­
tended to do. It is not a dictation nor 
argument with God. It is not n sermon 
preached to God concerning bis duty. 
Prayer does not imply that God would 
not do his duty if we did not occasion­
ally read him a lesson on his various 
duties.

tliy wants known; ask of him and thou 
shajt receive. He girneth none away, 
my brother, that ask of him In faith. 
Ask of him, believing that through his 
divine power and will thou shalt re­
ceive, and receive abundantly; and bo 
not humble in diy petitions, but ask as 
a son would ask of a loving Father. 
If thou art not assisted In all things it 
is because- you make not your wants 
known to the Father. Ask, ask, con­
tinually. Think not that thy Father, 
or tho angels, look upon thee other than 
graciously when thou dost ask; only 
earnestly put forth thy petitions; if thy 
wants seem small, ambat times you 
feel they are too insignificant to ask of 
thy Father, and fall to ask his assist­
ance, we say to thee thou art mistaken. 
Is he not mindful of even thy smallest 
wants or desires? And it pleaseth thy 
Father when thou approaches! him 
asklqg bls assistance. He knoweth, 
then, that in thy spirit a new love is 
growing for him; he knoweth that thy 
thoughts are filled with trust, and that 
thou hast learned that thou const not 
rely upon self, but ask of a loving, gra­
cious Parent '

“Now, brethren, now friends, will 
you remember, and as you go forth, ask 
for help, ask for assistance spiritually, 
ask, ask, that thy spirit may grow 
larger, be filled with knowledge divine; 
but thou needest not stop here; thou 
art placed here on this material plane, 
and God, thy Father, knowest that 
thou hast many physical wants; ask 
that these also may be supplied; ask 
for physical health; ask for financial 
successes; and they, too, will be 
brought thee, ♦ • ask for all things 
that thou requires!; but ask believing 
that God heareth thy prayers. * * 
We wish more particularly to Impress 
upon your mind that mortals omit to 
ask for what is required In dally life. 
You depend too much upon self. You 
feel that you can go through life with­
out Divine assistance. This Is the mis­
take of every life on this earth plane.”

I quote an extret from a message to 
me in 1864, from a source of divlnest

In fact, whether God be lie, she or it; 
personal and local, or impersonal and 
universal; whether God be Infinite In­
telligence, or Infinite Idiocy; tills God, 
whatever he, she or It may be, may not 
know nor care whether one does or 
does not pray; it Is all the same. Prayer 
Is not designed to have the least effect 
upon God. Those who pray, and the 
ones prayed for are the ones benefited, 
by prayer.

Many Spiritualists suppose them­
selves to be fighting things when they 
are only opposing certain erroneous 
Ideas about things. Thus, I have heard 
lectures and lectures, ad nauseam, 
against tho atonement, and these lec­
tures were every one delivered by peo- 
ple-who believed as much In an atone­
ment as did their orthodox neighbors.

It is more dangerous to stand at tho 
breech than at the muzzle of such guns. 
Many Spiritualist lecturers are like 
clock pendulums, they are in tlie centre 
only while swinging from one extreme 
to the other. The church has ever 
preached an atonement which has 
somehow made God willing to save 
people who ought to be damned. I 
have hoard them sing “My God is 
Reconciled.” It was a great thing to 
bring God around to their ideas, but It 
hod finally been .accomplished.

Our error has been in accepting old 
definitions of things Instead of the 
things themselves. The atonement has 
no effect on the power, which for want 
of a better term some of us call God, 
more than prayer does. The atonement 
affects man; it says man can rise into 
a oneness—a union with Nature and all 
her laws—that there is a spiritual uni­
verse, and that the nearer man comes 
into a oneness with that the more per­
fect the rapport or at-one-ment Indeed 
I believe we are made of the Infinite; 
and that we are to progress until the 
Infinite is so manifest in us that we be­
come conquerors of anything in our-

To the Edltor:-Do I think the next 
convention.of the. National' Association 
of Spiritualists, fq be held in Washing­
ton, should be opened with prayer? If 
the lay-figure heading the circular is' 
the ideal machine, Nay! not onryour 
life. As to the opening uf the Conven­
tion, It is immaterial to me, though to 
me I believe .jvqffi assigned that minis­
tration at tl]£ convention In Chicago, 
and I never hparctof anyone being hurt 
by It. As tojtoe offering of prayer to 
an unknown god pr one well acquaint­
ed, for the changing of fixed laws of 
nature, with expectation of results, 
would be to find the Mine busy,” as 
fixed laws change-not at any bidding 
and it Is mockery to ask for it

As far as matter may be moved upon 
by mind, prayer Is valid. Few-thinkers 
to-day, but realize something of the 
scope and wonderful reach of mind, of 
thought suggestion, concentrjiUpn and 
Will power, and the efficacy di^lth.

Prayer implies two factors, the sup­
pliant and the beneficiary. Prayer is 
of two motives. The spontaneous cry 
of distress for help Is not confined to 
tho human animal, Is an appeal for 
preservation.; the other a. sentiment, as­
piration, Inspiration, adoration, the 
soul’s language in extremity and ex­
altation/The soul’s spontaneous prayer 
finds its own unstereotyped language,
aud some day its response, To the 
truly spiritual, the concentration of 
lofty hopes and purposes and the con­
secrating of sotil to nobler thoughts 
and aspirations implies an uplifting of 
self, of the spirit away from carnality 
Into rapport with goodness, harmony, 
peace, purity, into closer touch with the 
oversoul, a baptism of diviner con­
sciousness and power. It Is the kev to 
tho sourTgrowth. It does not bend Di­
vinity down to us, but lifts us up to 
oneness with all Nature’s purposes, 
and fits us tq wait till we become mas­
ters of self and companions of the 
highest we invoke, whose presence 
crowns our own lives With a halo of 
light and love.

Tq those who have no conception of 
such prayers as sometimes seeks the si­
lence for tho healing of the Ills of both 
body and soul, that prayer which In the 
Gethsemane of the spirit's anguish 
calls out for the fatherhood and moth-

Inspiration:
“Brim over thy life, then, with pray- 

Delty on earth; 
It” I

er; be embosomed-in ^> 
thou mayest, if thou wilt

Ing were, at least, equal to my own.
Washington, it Is well known, was a 

wan of prayer.
Andrew Jackson was one- of the most 

self-reliant men in all history; yot a re­
cent writer, who knows, says he was a 
most pronounced believer in an over­
ruling providence; that he appealed to 
h, Supreme Power for guidance In all 
great affairs; and, In illustration, states 
that once, when riding home from 
church with his minister, who ex­
plained that faith came by prayer and 
Supplication, exclaimed, “This Is the 
time, let us get down and pray,”—and 
t\ey did.

Lincoln said: “I have been driven 
uany times to my knees, by the over­
whelming conviction that I bad no- 
vhere else to go.”

Tennyson said: “More things are 
vroflght by prayer than this world 
Creams of.”

Browning sang:
“Faith knows Omnipotence has heard 

her prayer,
And cries, Tt shall be done,’ sometime, 

somewhere.”

Newton and Swedenborg, Locke and 
Loyle, Hale and Addison, Milton, Chry- 
wstorn, Fenelon, Jeremy Taylor, St. 
Augustine, Luther, Melancthon, Paley, 
Bunyan; O what a head-roll of lm- 
tnortal names, did space allow, might 
ta collected. Loth should I be to set 
d y judgment against theirs.

But all these are more than summed. 
t ) In the example of the Savior.

(n an interview in 1880 with the 
f jlrit of Paul, I put this question to

But halt: ■ .
I was just warming to my theme 

when I perceived that your, space-limit 
was already reached, and heard the 
gavel fall!

Too bad! This article Is incipient 
only.

May the good Lord convince you, and 
all, that your hope is in sincere and sa­
cred prayer to him for happiness here 
and hereafter. Happiest he who, when 
released from engagements in the day, 
and in wakeful moments of the night, 
Wings his thought and aspiration, in 
faith and love, to his Father In heaven!

LUTHER R. MARSH.

“The question as to the efficacy of 
jrayer is on& of the greatest problems 
which confront us in this life. From 
he beginning man has offered petitions 
0 the Almighty, The Bible, through­
out, records many Instances of prayer, 
W that offered by Solomon at the dedi­
cation of the temple; by Hezekiah 
igainst the Assyrian; and again for 
he prolongation of his own life; by Ne- 
lomlah at the desolation of Jerusalem; 
\nd by Jesus, often. It Is the first im- 
mlse under emergency. Great gratl- 
Udo expresses itself in thanksgiving; 
treat sorrow In an appeal for relief; 
(rent danger In a cry for help. This 
Natural and universal Impulse—1m- 
ilanted In tho soul—Is an argument In 
ts behalf. ‘Watch and pray/ was the 
ford of the Savior; and again, ‘Sit ye 
jere while I go and pray yonder.’ The 
jrayer,’outlined by him for his dis- 
flPles is the most condensed, compre- 

. tensive, and full-freighted of all com­
positions of equal space. None but the 
faster could have compressed (Into 
Jxty-flve simple words, aU human 
'S' PraiSC8' “^'^ and asplra-

<.yet many people
• «'of any avail; assorting' tw tor God 

b answer prayer would imply a choose 
iwonaistent. with eternal purpose and

selves which is out of 
every higher element 
Thus Is the atonement 
become self-conquerors.

Now, as to prayer: Spiritualists talk 
of spheres. Many of them know just 
how many there are(?); they have them 
named and numbered. They locate one 
spirit in one sphere, another In another. 
They generally run from one to eight 
Such talk to, in my estimation the verb 
eat nonsense. I believe that there are 
Innumerable spheres, and that each 
particular thought has its own sphere.

There are spheres of thought which 
belong wholly to this world. There are 
also spheres of Intelligence and spheres 
of spirituality lying all about us. We 
can work our way Into almost any 
sphere of thought, or idea we may 
choose In the world of ideas.

Prayer Is nothing more nor less than 
aspiration. Certainly we shall unite in 
aspiration. “As a man thlnketh in his 
heart, so is he.” Now-1 belleve.lt is 
right, when we assemble in convention, 
for the time being, to lay aside our 
thoughts on raising potatoes, com and 
sheep, on buying . and -selling, and in 
fact on everything except the one pur­
pose for which we are assembled.

Gan we, In our aspirations rise Into 
that altitude and get into that sphere 
of thought where sordid thoughts, if 
they enter, must be either converted or 
annihilated. I believe we can. Let us, 
as thoughts are moving powers, all try 
to unite our thoughts, and together en­
ter and remain In the sphere of the 
thoughts needed In order that we may 
In the easiest and most united manner 
accomplish our work.

Women Should Share the Re­
sponsibility.

True prayer, to my way of thinking, 
is the innermost desire of the soul, and 
each knows best his own needs and as­
pirations. Your query as to whether 
the next National Association of Spirit­
ualists should be opened with prayer, 
leads me to suggest that if a few mo­
ments of silence were set aside, where­
in each person' present coufd send out 
an earnest desire to their spirit friends 
that they lend their assistance In the 
good work to be done, It would be more 
potent and also more appropriate than 
for one to voice the sentiments of all. 
In unity of desire and purpose there Is 
strength and power.

The faithful and efficient work done 
by the present head official of the N. 8. 
A., his efforts to place true mediumship 
on a high pedestal and to free the gal­
lant ship of Spiritualism from the bar­
nacles that have attached themselves 
to It, have endeared him to all who 
have the good of the cause at heart. I 
would suggest, however, that bls labors 
be shared by a vice-president who Is a 
capable woman, and one representing 
the Pacific Coast I voiced this senti­
ment last year through the columns of 
The Progressive Thinker, at the dicta­
tion of Spirit E. V. Wilson, and the wo­
man he selected has since represented 
us at the Congress of the Paris Exposi­
tion. I retor to Mrs. Addle L. Ballou, 
of San Francisco, Cal. The good work 
done by the present secretary of the N. 
S. A., shows that women can fill re­
sponsible positions satisfactorily, and 
they can best assist in doing the con­
structive work that Ilea before the N, 
S. A. LIDA BRIGGS BROWNE.

Utica, N. Y.

INSTRUCTIVE. J <
. The Progressive Thinker never lags 
behind the times in Instructive litera­
ture, and rest assured It will be at Uie

In my mind the National Spiritualist 
Association which Is soon to convene 
in Washington is one of the most im­
portant of all its sessions, one that 
should result in greater success, more 
effective work, and larger Influence for 
spirituality, harmony and humanity.

Every ’Spiritualist In the land should 
feci a deep interest du this noble work. 
Every delegate should go to this con­
vention with the one thought para­
mount to all others, “How cau I best 
aid organization that shall bave for

erhood of protective and sympathizing 
nature, to those to whom such emotions 
aro strangers, tho ceremony of words 
would be meaningless or sacrilegious; 
put let us hope there are few among us.

To me there Is a splendid meaning in 
the attitude, the uplifted face and sup­
pliant hands In reverent prayer, nnd 
the traditional halo which with a coro­
net of light crowns the saintly, so Illy 
represented however, by artists of an­
cient days, and which clairvoyance 
notes upon the brows of our inspira­
tional ones, tho auras of to-day.

The aura emanating in coronal from 
the figure in prayer and the radiant 
sphere which appears descending as If 
responsive In downward radiations, as 
photographed, nnd which I saw' In the 
laboratory of the Dr. Baraduc, while In 
Paris, and as compared with tho 
thought vibrations of grief and of an­
ger, was to me beautiful evidence of 
the value of prayer when breathed out

“Prav* Prav’” said Deacon Nathan I «W««tlon have in my opinion so mlF- /!
Xte  ̂ represented the fundamental thought.^

. until it is not to be wondered thart ^Th<thnsr^ ready to heed bls prayer bas become a stench in the nos- J 

ch aieubcau. . . trils of education. Nearly all people

“Have faith and pray in earnest, and feel that individual life is an emana • / 
thou wilt quickly see . tlon from all-pervading Being; that law- ]

How powerful a helper thy God will be is the dominating principle of existence ? ii 
to thee.” - and that as creatures we should know

Its alms and purposes the education, 
development and greatest good to hu- 
mantiy?” We want in our ranks no or­
ganization that shall savor In the least 
of narrowness, aristocracy, exclusive­
ness, or be in the least a mutual ad­
miration society.

Those who would govern should be 
the most humble servants of the 
masses, and in hearty sympathy with 
the poor as well as the rich, with the 
most humble uneducated medium as 
with the most cultured and eloquent.

There are many questions that should 
be plainly, frankly, and with no uncer­
tain sound spoken upon in the presi­
dent’s address.

H. D. Barrett has for five years toiled 
with an energy, force and devotion that 
but few men possess. His heart and 
soul has been tin the success of this 
cause. Mr. Francis in his circular, 
which I have just received, asks the 
question, “Who would you name for tl^p 
next president?”

To my mind tlie question cannot be 
safely or easily answered until the con­
vention convenes and Mr, Barrett takes 
a position upon the demands of the 
hour.

Hitherto all the efforts of the offi­
cers of the National have been given to 
secure a home and headquarters at 
Washington and to raise money to send 
forth missionaries to organize societies. 
It seems to me the time has come that 
there should be a reaching out into 
other interests and to meet the Import­
ant demands that tiro pressed upon us.

Firsts while I would not for a mo­
ment ignore the half-developed medium 
or speaker* who is uneducated, yet It Is 
our duty to the cause and to humanity 
to make an effort to educate, train and 
aid the spirit world In cultivating and 
unfolding all spiritual gifts.

Should not the National act in sym­
pathy with, sustain and in all ways 
possible endorse as a part of its work 
all schools that have been or may be or­
ganized by our teachers aud speakers?

Second, in many States money has 
been donated to establish homes for 
mediums and speakers that have 
broken down in pail or completely, yet 
these enterprises have not been carried

in faith and trustful hope. Verily, in 
this light, let us pray!
I trust the N. 8. A. will take some de­

cided steps towards an International 
Congress to be called in St. Louis, in 
1903, during the ..World’s Fair, and 
which I have long 'urged. I enclose 
resolutions which I offered and which 
were adopted at the California State 
convention just passed.

The Association, like every other, for 
Its best' good and growth and to keep 
an equal interest over the entire coun> 
try, should change its administration 
(its officers) more frequently; however 
well an officer may serve his trust, or 
however well he may be beloved and 
admired, too long succession in office Is 
not well. It is not American, and tends 
to give unrest and to drop us into 
grooves, and ruts, where a change wll 
give new thoughts, new methods, and 
keep us more surely up to date, as a 
rule. The presidency should next go to 
the middle-west to reach all needs well.

ADDIE L. BALLOU.

As all are not capable of themselves, 
of doing that, can we not assist such? 
We certainly can; we can do it by lead­
ing them; by voicing those aspirational 
thoughts so that they can get and hold 
them. The one thus called upon to 
lead' the thought of the audience in an 
invocation, should be, in a certain 
sense, a teacher. He or she should be 
one, if possible, who dwells in that re­
gion of spiritual thought—one who can 
hold his own mind there. Beside that, 
lie or she should be one who has the 
magnetic force to hold the thought of 
the audience to that one point

The man or woman who either stands 
up, or kneels down and'utters a hap­
hazard prayef about everything In gen­
eral and nothing in particular—who 
uses any set of phrases, on any subject 
under the sun, makes as much of a 
mockery of prayer as the average 
speaker, who spends the time of him­
self and the audience In heterogeneous 
mouthlngs of words on any and every 
thing, and leaves his audience no wiser 
than It was when he began, does 
of speech. -

Once more. I believe the spirit of In­
vocation places those who possess It in 
that sphere of thought occupied by 
those whose aid we invoke. When we 
meet In convention, by what kind of In­
fluences do we wish to surround our­
selves? Do we want the world’s re­
formers? those who have devoted.their 
lives to the elevation of humanity? or 
those, who have spent their time In 
gamblings drinking Intoxicating drinks, 
and carousing generally? Do we want 
the poets, sage®, thinkers, orators and 
writers of old, or. do we want those 
who wasted their lives in a gratifica­
tion of their own base desires? In. our 
invocations we open tho way for those 
whom we desire tb have assist us In 
our work.
. Spiritualists generally believe that 
we can get counsel and wisdom from 
those who occupy the higher spheres. 
If this IS so, then let us go to Washing­
ton asking such aid as we may need to, 
prepare iis 't'q present a wise and a 
united front for intelligent work In the 
cause we love. And when we get there 
It will help us to organize a praying

front with • an unusually instructive 
quality of brain fbod for tlie Fall and 
Winter Campaign.' One Dollar a year; 
thirteen weeks, 25 Cents, (2 cents a 
week) will place you bn wo list Begin- 
now. -. •• •

“Astral Worship.” By J. H. Hill, M.
D. For sale at this office. Price $1

You know how “little pitchers” catch 
talk in little ears, *

And children’s minds are busy when so
It least appears.

The deacon’s lls’nlng “tow-head” re­
membered what he taught;

“I’ll test the matter some day,” the lit­
tle skeptic thought.

One day in brisk hay-making the men- 
folks, hard at work,

Were mowing, tossing, raking, all try­
ing not to shirk.

When pert the blond-haired youngster, 
with eyes so big and blue,

Said, “Let me have a pitchfork, and, 
father, I’ll help too!”

Work, Not Prayer, the Best
To the Editor:—In your communica­

tion you say the next National Associ­
ation of Spiritualists convenes at Wash­
ington, D. G., October 15, 16, 17 andj.8, 
and solicit my opinion as to whether it 
be opened With prayer or Invocation. 
To which I reply, No! Not .-that I 
would restret any one from expressing 
his sincere desires, but that convention 
will be, or ought to be, a business 
meeting, convened for tho purpose of 
deliberating upon the best methods to 
carry on the organized work of Spirit­
ualism. And I think the time can be 
better spent In doing that work than in 
long-drawn-out oratorical demonstra­
tions that do no good and are meaning­
less.

I can not believe In an individualized 
God, that can or will answer such 
prayers. And If there Is an infinite in­
telligence, who rules and governs all 
things, then I think that Intelligence 
will take cognizance of our wants and 
needs, and will give to us those things 
that are best suited to our necessities, 
ns that intelligence sees best for our 
good, without any expression of our 
own other than to.carry out the im- 
presslons ns they are-given to us by 
that intelligence.

the order ot Creative Energy. Since .:i 
Life, Love and Wisdom pulsate in Na- 
turo everywhere, bringing joy, comfort . { 
and gladness, much as the circulation 
In our physical system carries life- 
giving forces, our proper attitude must ; 
be to keep In harmony with this stu- > 
pendous tide of Being. Justice is but ; 
slightly tempered with Mercy, and Law ■ 
moves where Love might stand aghast.

Prayer (I think) is not to change the 
law nor to Invoke a favor other than 
the conformity of our desires with Na- .. 
turo and the blending of our aspira­
tions with her Law. Earnest heartfelt 
aspirations make us receptive to the 
good, and though the verbal Invocation' \ 
may not suit our fancy, the silent med- / 
Rations of our hearts will “bring us

Proud as a knight to battle he rode into lovW intelligences, and doep much to 
the fray, tone the chords of our existence to the

Where mail and beast were busy mak- $reat hurp of Being. “To think is to J 
Inc the fragrant hav. act” N° 80ul has failed to at some ;

time during its pilgrimage, firay (ask) -i 
He pranced off where the lilies were for a beter understanding of life, for 

nodding In the wind, knowledge, for strength and for love. *
And rode along the fences wild rasp- I can’t help but tffink that If our meet­

berries to And. ings were opened with a moment’s ?

n^l”’ •"“ “ ""■ SteWXST' “t" w 

‘ saar* “ — .“4k^ms ■ 

gaunt striped frock. ^^ ^ R w ^ ^r moje t0 en_ ,
The boy had been Instructed to hate a lighten the religious bigot concerning 

snake because Deity and Law, than to “bleat” so per-
He tempted Adam’s lady to break filstently about tbo absurdity of prayer.

Third, There Is not an endowment 
bed in all our land, among all our hos­
pitals, for sick, diseased, helpless work­
ers. All otner denominations have their 
free beds, their havens of rest and suc­
cor. Efforts have been made in this 
direction, not asking the National for 
money, only asking for its moral sup 
port and sanction. Only asked for the 
appointment of a committee to investi­
gate the place and hear the plans by 
which a Sanitarium where thousands 
of dollars are Invested might have free 
beds for all worthy ones that fall by 
the wayside in the march of life. The 
reply has been, “We are now all ab­
sorbed in sending out missionaries and 
organizing societies.” What good Is 
organization If it does not tend to the 
great brotherly spirit of helpfulness In 
all directions of humanity’s needs? 
Where aro our rescue homes? Where 
are our reading rooms? Where are our 
open-door missions and methods for 
lifting up the poor, the sick and the 
fallen? State Spiritualists’ Conven­
tions Which cdll for and send for me­
diums and speakers for hundreds of 
miles are rare and great treats, but do 
these methods aid organization as 
much or as well as. a convention that 
invited and gathered together all the 
mediums and speakers in the State, 
giving each an opportunity to take 
some part, thus sending them away 
full of zeal for organization and 
success.

Fourth, all over our land the discus­
sion is going on In relation to which is 
most important, phenomena or philoso­
phy? Many charge our worthy presi­
dent, Mr. Barrett as opposed to phe­
nomena, especially on the public ros­
trum. I do not think it can be true, for 
nt our National Conventions we found 
our leading mediums on the rostrum, 
yet it Is all-important that we know in 
terms so plain, in words so clear that 
there can be no doubt on the subject, 
just where he and the other officers

I would suggest that the delegates to 
the National Association be limited to 
state organizations, and local societies 
be governed by the state organizations 
through delegates'elected by the said 
local societies to the state conventions.

As to the president, I believe that a 
change would be tor the best Interest 
of the cause. While I hold IL D. Bar­
rett in the highest esteem personally, 
and also recognize the fact that he has 
done a grand aM work work for the 
National Association, I feel there are 
others just aa‘‘capable as he, and if 
there aro any hbhora attached to the of­
fice he has hadptiiem, and if there is
any hard workload there le) ho has 
had that, and It:seems to mo it should 
be passed on .to^ some one else. I 
would suggest |hc,tname of Moses Hull 
as one who Is Competent to fill that po­
sition, and would (if he would take the 
responsibility) make a good president., 

.That the best of harmony .will prevail 
at the convention, and that the greatest 
good be done to the greatest number, Is 
he sincere desire of the writer. :■ ■. 

’ Paw Paw, Mich. DR. B. O’DELL

And lo! a tine was broken! It rolled off 
In the grass;

Ah, woe and consternation had quickly 
come to pass.

We as parts of the wtyplV must do Z 

much to answer these prayers—the^o \. 
desires. As Spiritualists, as builders,

fallen In his path,
The spirited young rider foresaw 

deacon’s wrath.

He thought the grand occasion 
come for testing prayer;

And he would have God help him, 
mend the pitchfork there. .

He fixed tho tine together, and held It 
fast in place;

Dropped down there in sunshine and 
upward turned his face.

“Oh, God, you know my father, and 
what he’ll likely do;

If you will mend this pitchfork, I’ll do 
as much for you.

“I never was a troubler, and will not 
be again;

Please come and mend this pitchfork
for Jesus’ sake, Amon?”

as light bearers, we can find plenty to 
do la tho field of Construction, building ’ 
beautifully and well tho thoughts of . 
sensible aspirations; there is an abund- . 
apce of room for growth where no tern-. 
pies have beep reared. The ruins of 
false altars and edifices where super­
stition has been worshiped will dis­
solve, tho firsts and shadows of ignor­
ance; bigotry and creedallsA will pass 
away, much quicker, if we hold the un- 
yielding torch of Truth In the hand of 
Tolerance, than If we oppose and seek 
to destroy. Modern Spiritualism is 
based upon the immortal principles 
which brought Moses the inscriptions 
on the tablets of stone on Slnarq sniok- , 
Ing summit, that brought Samuel to 

Saul through the mediumship of tho 
Wpman of Endor, and later Moses and 
Ellas to Jesus and his disciples on the - 
Mount of Transfiguration; and that has 
illuminated with beauteous ray every

And down the piece went rolling, not 
mended In the least! |

He felt the mlslnstructlon of deacon 
and of priest

And from that very moment a skeptic 
he has been— |

Who never thinks that Jesus will an­
swer for his sin, |

Nor that the Great All-Father, whose 
laws work all a-llne, '

Will crook them for the asking, more 
than he fixed that tine. ।

EMMA ROOD TUTTLE.

stand upon this all-Important and live 
question. . >

Phenomena is the very foundation of 
Spiritualism. Without it there could 
and never would have been any phil­
osophy or religion of Spiritualism. 
Every phase of mediumship, every 
form of phenomena, should be en­
dorsed, defended and sustained. Each 
manipulatddn, however rude they may 
be, are only so many stones in the 
building of this Spiritual temple.

One can no more ignore the other 
than tlie brick, stones, mortar and iron 
can quarrel as to which is the most 
necessary in tie construction of the 
building.

But phenomena cannot alone save 
the world or lift humanity Into the full 
stature of. manhood. The beautiful 
philosophy founded upon it is what 
lifts up, unfolds and saves the world.

The question is asked, Shall the com­
ing convention be-opened by prayer?

Does prayer change the laws of the 
universe, or'move the infinite forces 
which pervade all nature?

These questions are best answered 
by saying that law eternal and un­
changeable and perfect governs every­
thing from tho blade of grass at our 
feet to the farthest star that gems -the 
heavens*

Laws fixed and perfect govern the 
circulation of my blood, the digestion 
of my food,’ and the beating of my 
heart. The material physical world is 

■ governed by material or chemical laws. 
The mental or thinking man ’is gov­
erned by mental law. The spiritual 
man or the spiritual body?with its

mental, magnetic and psychic Influ­
ences.

Few if any of our thinkers, scholars, 
or even preachers of to-day teach that 
prayer changes law, God, or Infinite In­
telligence, for it matters nut which । 
term you use, to express the real power | 
In the universe that mystic He which 
holds all things in harmony.

Prayer Is but tho exercise of the 
spiritual gifts and nature of man.

It Is acting in harmony with man’s 
Inner, real, essential self. The im­
mortal soul or ego.

As food, air and water build up our 
bodies so prayer lifts, unfolds, quickens 
and strengthens our spiritual forces, 
natures and being, and thus puts us 
Into harmony with the spiritual laws 
of the universe and spirit world.

It la the ignorant and superstitious 
who expect that prayer or invocation 
or supplication to the spirit world will 
ever suspend material law, stop the 
progress of malignant disease, or decay 
of animal tissue. Yet the fact remains 
that no human soul ever cried out in 
any of Its Getbsemanes or upon any of 
its Calvarys for spiritual light or divine

and holy. Let thy great deeds be thy 
prayer to thy God.” To me a simple 
prayer 1? one means of making our­
selves receptive, and helps to place an 
audience in the proper state to receive 
good, If each In his own way aspires 
earnestly for the good. We would not 
suppose that prayer will change the 
law or order of Nature, but that it will 
assist In making us living demonstra­
tions of the law, just as touching the 
keys brings forth sweet strains of mu­
sic. I heartily endorse the thought of 
G. W. Kates In the issue of September 
14—that State Associations should have 
jurisdiction over the societies In its 
bounds.

I do not suggest a candidate for pres­
ident because I think there are others 
better qualified. I am confident that 
we are all democratic in our wishes for 
government, and that our ranks will 
yield- an efficient person at any time. 
Missionary work along the lines fol­
lowed by Mr. and Mrs. Kates and Mr. 
and Mrs. Sprague Is the thing needed, 
and If being president will, make them 
more earnest or persistent, Tfavor one 
of them, for I feel that President Bar­
rett Is ready for some one else to take 
the reins for a time. Let come what 
will, let rise who may, Spiritualism is' 
for Light, Love and Truth, and let our 
organization manifest a tolerance and 
charity which only immortal principles 
can, for they live through shades and 
lights, through storms and calms.

JOHN W. RING, _ 
President Texas State Ass’i

aid that !hey were not lifted out of the “Actlna.” a Wonderfhl Discovery . 
senses away from mere cold reason Which Cures Diseased Eyes, No 
Into the realm of quickened intuitions Matter Whether Chronic or 
spiritual light and strength, lifted Into Acute, Without Cutting or 
tho realm of angelic helpfulness, and Drugging,
often untold dangers and disasters of __ ____

vice. I would not open the business 
sessions of the conventions by prayer, 
bu! each evening meeting In which our 
speakers and mediums need the best 
conditions in which to give their 
thoughts or give tests, and the audience 
in which to hear, should be opened by 
prayer, for ours In the true sense as 
Religion 1s the highest, the most soul- 
llfting and ’heart-saving of all in the 
world’s history, If we only through 
prayer use our gifts.

Une thought more and I close my 
already too long article.

I hope efforts will be made to sim­
plify our declaration of principles so 
that Spiritualists of all shades can

seance. . • ^ <. •
. I shall go to Washington praying for 
light and wisdom, and pledging myself 
Individually, to walk by the light, and 
to try to appropriate and acMipon the 
best wisdom I can got from the highest 
sphere Into which, I may be Intro­
mitted. '\ .

Who shall be president? I say the 
man or tlie woman who can the most 
intelligently and wisely : shape . tlie 

1 policy of the National Association of

Spiritualists.. Who con and will try to 
lift.Spiritualism out of some of the ruts. 
In which It hns placed ltself;..who can 
shape and mold It before tho world as 
a religion or cult, that can be demon­
strated by ..philosophy, and foci; find 
who, at tlie same time can induct It in 
such a manner as to lead the world to 

'see that we, have purer and wiser guid­
ance than 'the religion^ by which we 
are teotinded. ' MOSES HELL.

senses are governed by spiritual law. 
The great question Is, which Is Jho, 
most ethereal,. the most potent th# 
mental or psychical part of ma»Vln 
relation to . disease, all medical men 
agree that there are physical or organib 
changes which take place iln the body 
that nothing but good surgery," chem­
ical, aud medical substances, can re­
store such diseased states,'.

, Then again all ripe scholars nnd 
thinkers fully agree that mental add 
psychical forces of the mind affect the 
body, disturb the circulation, destroy 
digestion and exhaust tho nerve forces,- 
so drugs alone will not restore the 

.equilibrium and bring back health 
pgaln. :^ \
; Yet such cases are cured by change 
of scenery, friends, < conditions, and

whereby aU torturous and bar 
barons methods are elimi­
nated. Thia woudcrfdl treat­
ment takes the form of a 
Pocket Battery aud Is known 
as “Actins." It la purely a 
homo treatment nnd self- 
administered br tho patient. 
There la m risk of expert- 
mooting, os thousand# ..of 
people have boon cured of 
of blindness, falling eyesight, 
cataracts, granulated lids and 
other afflictions of the cyo 
through this grand dlacorory, 
when eminent oculist* term­
ed the cases meurabto. This 
wonderful remedy also 
makes the uso of spectacles 
unnecessary, as It not only 
remoras tho weakened ana 
unnatural conditions of tho 
eye, bntglvco It a clear vision. 
J. N. Horne, Waycross, Gs„

Spirit World most who makes a heaven I ten* Have orMalze^'ln • company known a# tbo Now 
hero OH earth ' . York & London Klcolrtd'Aiioclatton, and they bare

' 1 Riven this method so thorough a toot on hundreds df
cam pronouncod Incurable and honelcea that thoy 
now positively auuro a euro. They naro bought all 
American and European rights for this wonderful tn- 

—-—_——--♦—•--—-~-^———,_—, । vontion. Acttna Is soot on approval postpaid. you
•Who nra These RnfrlhirtHntn nnd will send your namo andaddreti to tho Now York a ^.?V?? , .i ., ^ f - Loudon Electric Association, DonU “T.” W Walnut

What Is Spiritualism?” A pamphlet Of Bu. Kansan City. Mo., you will receive absolutely 
40 nnces bv Dr J M Peebles the well- -two, a vnlusbls book. Prof. Wilson’s Treatise on tho 
W pages uy reeuies, wen K aud U| D|#ow to General, and you can rest m-
known author, . Price 15 cents For sale lured that your eyeMght and hearing will bo renown 
nt Hita ntHne no matter how many doctors have failed.at this office.
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Everything in Nature Prays.To Two important Questions

4

HOW PEOPLE ARE INFLUENCED.

PRAYER I INSTRUCTIONTHE QUESTION

of .

'*

Tr '

that 
that

proper understanding and use

IT IS NATURAL.

feriority. We never reverence 
which seems beneath, but always 
which seems above us?

EMPHATIC ASSENT.

4

i®

Should the N. S. A. Convention 
Open With Prayer ?

£7/ I must confess to some degree of sur- 
prise . that with the narrow definition 
and meaning ascribed by ihe editor to 

fe,Mhe term prayer, he should Invite a dis- 
p- cusslon of the above question in tbe 
17. columns of his paper.

If the old and well nigh obsolete con­
cept of prayer as an effort to reverse tho 
order of nature anil prevail upon an Al­
mighty and Omniscient God to,change 
his mind and plans to please weak, 
Ignorant aud fallible man is to prevail, 
there is surely neither grounds nor 
room for such discussion among Spirit-

7 milIsts. Tlie very proposition is absurd, 
■ • ■ and if considered seriously would ex- 
/ pose the dispufants to the deserved rid­

icule of all intelligent and progressive 
people. There are large numbers of 
Spiritualists who believe In and prac- 

// Hee prayer, but If the editor knows any 
who regard prayer in the light in which 
he puts it he has the advantage of me, 
and my acquaintance with that class of 
Spiritualists is by no means limited.

If I accepted the definition of prayer 
.as set forth by the editor of The Pro^ 

‘ gresslve Thinker and tbe fossils of the 
orthodox church, r should not waste 
time in discussing the above proposi­
tion, but as I refuse to be tied down to 
the concepts of the Middle Ages, I hesi­
tate not to say that prayer, as I under­
stand it,.would be a most excellent 
method of opening the meetings of not 
only the N. 8. A. but all other religious 
or deliberative bodies.

/■ I go further and say that, in my opin- 
; ion, the omission of this spiritual and 

■ / moral exercise has been one of the 
£ chief causes of weakness and in- 
// harmony in • our gatherings, because 
7 prayer, rightly understood ^nd prac- 

tlced, is the greatest source of moral 
/ and spiritual growth and strength—ex- 
/ cept it be the doing of good deeds, and 
/ tlie latter’ Is only prayer carried into
7 visible action.

Prayer is not a loaded derringer with 
’which the supplicant “holds up” a god 
and blds him “stand and deliver.” it 

' Js not the plea, of the beggar who ex­
poses hls sores and bls rags to excite 
compassion and alms; neither is it a 

•/. sllp-noose or lariat jvhich the pleader 
‘ - hurls out into the invisible heavens to 

capture a blessing and drag it down to 
earth.

Prayer is the wings of the soul upon 
' * which It soars to more celestial heights. 
‘•7 It JsJhe aspiration of the heart which 
>/ lifts the moral nature to higher planes 

of being. It is, In short, the ladder by 
which we climb to the skies; the alpen­
stock by which we scale the spiritual 
Alps.

.— Prayer does not drag virtue and good­
ness down to our own level; it lifts us 
to the planes of virtue and goodness. 
It does not bribe a god to show us his 
back; It opens up the spiritual nature 
and permits the God within to mani­
fest itself. There Is no miracle about 

/ ' it, no miraculous Intervention of any 
outside power or overseer; it Js In per­
fect accord with and obedience to Law.

> What we long for and aspire to be, 
that we can attain more or less, and 
the degree of success will be in exact 

7 ratio to the power and persistency with 
// which we pray.

No one can sincerely aspire toward 
/. goodness without being made better 

thereby, for be not only opens up hls 
■ nature to the influx of moral and spirit- 

- ual forces, but he reaches higher planes 
of vibration which Invite and enable 

'/ higher spiritual beings to come en- 
W rapport with hls life and aims and thus 
/" aid and encourage him in his upward 
' journey.
/ . And this is not all. Every intelligent 

• / soul has itgddeal, a supreme concept, a 
7. principle dr being which is the epitome 

or embodiment of all good, all truth, all 
/?- power. This ideal concept has had 

many names but is essentially the 
^saine however titled. Toward this ideal 

he lifts his longing eyes; to it go out his 
. aspirations, hls prayers; It Is the goal 

he yearns to attain; It is the beacon by 
/ which he strives to guide his moral 

course; the Sun of Righteousness in 
■ “ whose beams he longs to bathe hls soul.

This longing, this soul-absorbing 
' yearning as felt in their better mo- 
/ ments by all earth’s children, found ex­

pression In that noble hymn sung by a 
whole nation of grieLshadowod people 
nnd voiced by our stricken chief as the 

'■7 death angel hovered above his couch, 
/ . “Nearer, My God, to Theo.”

Ah, what a majestic outgoing was 
; ■ that. How the pomp and power of 

official position fades and shrivels be- 
/ side that sublime transition. How the 

■ " grandeur and pageantry of his inaugu­
ration as President of the Republic 
pales beside the glory of this coroua- 

. • -. tion with life immortal. Politics, par- 
lies, petty differences, how completely 

• they disappear In the shadow of this 
: national sorrow as the American peo­

ple bowed as one man beside the couch 
of the patient sufferer. Hard .Indeed 

• the heart that was not touched, bitter 
the skeptical sneer that was not ban­
ished by the tender faith of those dying 
words, “Gods will be done, not ours.” 

.'. I would rather be able to utter those 
words In such an extremity than to 
wield the sceptre of an empire.

God’s will? Even*—so. The divine, 
omnipotent, omniscient, benign, . all- 

7. loving will wrought out through fixed, 
immutable, changeless but beneficent 

'a .Law. Laws which are themselves the 
•; witness of infinite Intelligence and 
7; wisdom.
/ May tbe dying prayer of William Mc- 

. Kinley find an echo in every heart and 
lift men’s thoughts from the muck 

7 heaps of earth to the enduring treas- 
/ - ure$ of the Spirit and the realization of 
K / the Immanence of tbe Divine In all 
/ souls.

, If an Individual can be benefited by 
/ prayer, why not a congregation of in. 
*,• divlduals? If In unity is strength, why 
7:. will not a unity of purpose, of asplra- 
7 lion, of prayer exercised at the same 
7* moment multiply tbe forces and . in* 
7 . crease the benefits?

The prayers need not be uttered 
7.' orally. Indeed, a few moments’ silent 
'invocation 1$ far more impressive than 
/• the most eloquent oral/ prayer, for 
■, when one prays aloud tbe tendency and 
/’ temptation Is “to" be heard of men,” 
/. liut when one enters Into the silence 
/ the prayer Is from tbe heart and will 
/. have all the merit of sincerity.
7’ The doubt expressed by the editor as 
/ to. the efficacy of prayer in the cure of 
t disease is surprising in view of modern 
.' ■ instances. For two or three years my
7 society Uns followed the practice of de- 
// voting a few minutes at each meeting 
7' to silent prayer for the sick whose 
/. Wines may be presented. Numerous 
7 . instances of well-attested benefit have 
;i resulted, among them two cases that 
'/ bo.rdcr upon the marvelous. One case

so remarkable as to have found its Way 
into tho dally papers wns that of a 

. prominent lady speaker and, medium 
who was lying in the state of coma 
which precedes^. dissolution, was 
bought back.to life and consciousness 
almost at the very moment of the oxor- 

• else of tills power, though miles dis*
taut, and is/to:dny ih bettor health than 
^6i years. Tho* other case, jvas that.of 
jin Infnntldylhg with diphtheria, whose 

g/ 'Wcovcry was equally marked/and per- 
&Mtect /T clto these cases because, neither.

;t

To tho Editor:—In answer to your re- 
uest regarding my views upon the effi­
cacy of prayer, I will say that I have 
always been in the hapH of opening our 
gatherings with prayer, and upon re­
ceiving your communication 1 asked 
myself seriously why do I do so, and 
my reply is this:

Knowing that the universe is gov­
erned by fiixed laws, my one puny plea 
could not cause then) to diverge from 
their allotted course one hair’s breadth; 
therefore, judging hastily, it would 
seem more than useless folly to impor­
tune an immutable law. So I looked 
closely within and found this; When I 
give my invocation, inspirationally, 1 
feel that I am appealing to the best in 
my audience, that they may with me 
go out Tn thought to the highest inspi­
ration of which their natures are ca­
pable, and when I feel a responsive vi­
bration, then I can do i6y best work. 
I appeal to all the God, or-good, 1 know 
—the God in humanity. We know there 
is great ^ood resulting from arousing a 
high spiritual vibration In a human 
soul, and whatever means will lead to 
that end I believe In using.

If the National Convention Is to be 
opened by one .who believes In person­
ality In Godhead, I should say, by all 
means, no; but if by a grand humanl- 
tary soul who loves all manifest' life 
and speaks out that love to all hls hear­
ers, I am sure they will feel strength­
ened and cheered for the coming work, 
and more in unity, realizing that the 
same pulse beats In all humanity. At 
the Sycamore Grove Camp, at Los An­
geles, Cal., Mrs. Lowe Watson gave am 
invocation that stays with me yet with 
a beautiful, soulful invigoration.

To those who are carried back to 
tholr hide-bound days by an uttered 
prayer, no good can result; so, as usual, 
there are two sides to the question.

Who would be my choice for the next 
president If I speak only from a per­
sonal standpoint, 1 should say I should 
like to see “Our Moses”* at the helm, 
but knowing by experience that organ­
izing and carrying an organization 
along in Its infancy is a hard and 
thankless task, I should like to see Mr. 
Barrett have an opportunity to reap the 
reward of his long and faithful work. 
I have had some dealing with Mr. Bar­
rett, while secretary of the Washington 
State Association, and believe him to 
be a fair-minded, conscientious gentle­
man.

Mr. Hull, I have had the pleasure of 
meeting personally, and bls strong, 
helpful words go far toward building 
up any cause and hls election, I believe, 
would fire us with hew enthusiasm, 
and with all loyalty to him who has so 
long and worthily filled the chair, I be­
lieve, if I had a vote, I should have to 
give It to “Our Moses.” 80 once more 
ther are two sides to the question.

ESTHER GIDEON THOMAS. 
Seattle, Wash.

Should Spiritualists Pray?
I most sincerely and conscientiously 

believe in praying—not to an Infinite 
Intelligence ^hlch rules, according to 
my limited understanding,only through 
inexorable natural laws, but to the 
Spirit World. Praying, commonly per­
formed, is a perfunctory, forced duty 
of church members who either mumble 
beseechingly as though they were 
cringing serfs begging their lives of a 
stony-hearted tyrant, or arrogantly de­
manding favors of Jesus Christ as 
though he were a chained hireling.

“The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avalleth much.” It is 
an unsolved problem as to what extent 
the human race Is psychologically dom­
inated, for. the greater part uncon- 
sciously, perhaps, by tbe Spirit World. 
There Is no question in my mind that 
suggestive therapeutics in the healing 
of diseases and aliments Is largely 
aided by spirit influence gained by 
some peculiar connective procedure 
through the sincere prayer of the inter-, 
ested party. I am satisfied from my 
own experience that spirits can and do 
answer prayers, and my thoughts to 
my spirit friends, either mentally or 
spoken, go to them very frequently. If 
anybody or anything can answer pray­
ers our spirit friends can, for they are 
the ones most directly interested in our 
welfare.

Spirits are not Infallible; they cannot 
do everything; yet it is my belief that 
they accomplish more through psycho­
logical suggestion than is even dreamed 
of. Whenever prayers appear to have 
been answered,. I have no hesitancy in 
saying that they were answered by 
spirits. Prayers did not save Lincoln, 
nor Garfield, nor McKinley, of course, 
nor ever cured the yellow’ fever nor the 
small-pox; yet, in ordinary life, I be­
lieve that there are thousands of pray­
ers, unuttered prayers, that are an­
swered daily, and-'by spirits. The 
mother of Francis Schlatter, the Divine 
Healer, told me last winter that he was 
born blind, and that’ at the age of 
eighteen months his sight was given 
hhn In answer to her fervent-prayers 
to'tlie*8riints, i. e., good spirits.

Let the N. 8. A. consider these things 
In prayer, and in order to have har­
mony declare this one principle of doc­
trine first enunciated by Thomas Paine: 
“The world is my country, to do good 
is my religion;” then elect, unanimous­
ly, the Rev. Moses Hull to be its presi­
dent, and then harmoniously adjourn.

Bryan, Ohlo^ ; U. G. FIGLEY.

of them was aware of our efforts in. 
their behalf ; and so the plea of hyp­
notism, mental suggestion, (conscious) 
faith, etc., cannot be urged.

Yes, I believe in prayer for, the same 
reason Thomas Paine believed in God, 
“Because of the tenfold greater diffi­
culty of not believing.” I have proved 
Its efficacy in innumerable Instances, 
and I vote for opening all spiritual 
meetings with prayer. With that earn­
est, honest, heartfelt, soul-aspiring, 
love-inspiring, upreaching toward the 
spiritual fount of all truth which, r% 
sponslve to tbe law of attraction, will 

■ baptize all souls with spiritual and 
moral beauty and strength which over­
comes all obstacles.’

Regarding the election of president 
of the N. S. A., I would say that If a 
change is to be made, in my judgment 
It would be wise to put some staunch 
and successful business man In that 
position, one who will endeavor to con­
duct affairs on business principles.

If Bro. T. J. Mayer would consent I 
feel that he would be tlie very man for 
the plae6. I have ft profound admira­
tion for the ability and enthusiastic de­
votion of Bro. Sprague, bui/ftVeenw to 
me that the Haihe objectlons-lo the oc­
cupation of the office by.: ah editor of a 
Spiritual paper would apply with equal 
or greater -force to ’ (he election of a 
professional lecturer to that ’ position. 
I may be wrong In this; If so I wJU be 
prompt to admit it when proven so, - - .

St Louis, Mo. / . ...•'W. F. PEOK. .

To the Editor:—In reply to your 
circular letter asking the question 
whether the coming convention of the 
National Spiritualists* Association shall 
open its session with prayer, or not, I 
answer most emphatically Yes. To 
pray is as natural to the ordinary hu­
man being as it is to breathe.’ The 
whole llfe^from the moment we are 
able to think and speak until we die is 
a prayer, and who is it that has not 
wished (or prayed^ for something every 
hour of the day from childhood to ripe 
old age. The child wishes or asks or 
prays to the mother or father, sister or 
brother, nurse or playmate, for some­
thing constantly—so does the boy or 
girl, and it is only in matured years, 
when reason is stronger, that we turn 
to n higher power for help, and pray to 
God or to the All-Mind, or to the Cre- 
ator, or the Fountain of Love and Wls- 
dom/br to Jehovah, or to the higher 
angels, for help. The child cannot un­
derstand God; mankind, in mature 
years, can possibly conceive of the All- 
Mind which permeates everything, and 
knows that whenever we offer a prayer 
we will receive what we a£k for, pro­
vided the All-Mind thinks it is good for 
ns. Many times we ask for something, 
pray for something that, If granted, 
would be our ruination..

Does the child, when asking the 
mother for a beautiful but poisonous 
fibwer or fruit, get it? Do we give the 
boy a loaded pistol or a stick of dyna- 

'.mlte because he pleads for it? Do we 
give the child a shining, red-hot stove 
because It looks pretty in the dark and 
he asks for H? So It Is with God and 
hls messengers, the angels, they see 
how often we ipen and women long for 
something which would, if granted, be 
detrimental and even destructive to us, 
therefore they refuse our prayers. The 
ways of God are not our ways, and hls 
messengers, the. angels, cau see and 
know what is good for our well-being 
better than we do.

You sta that “diseases have also, at 
times, disappeared under the influence 
of pra r, and malignant diseases have  
alsqZylelded to suggestions, to bread  
pills, incantations, to sorcery and to 
faith.” Incantations and sorcery re­
quire spirit help. It Is true there are 
spirits of darkness or earth-bound 
spirits, or possibly elementarles; but if 
spirits of ft very low sphere, or so- 
called evil spirits, whose help someone 
invokes, can answer prayer, how much 
better can good spirits or the spirits of 
light, help us and answer our prayer. 
Suggestions and bread pills or even 
dirt pills or magnetized paper will cure 
most any ordinary disease, provided 
the party who makes tho suggestion or 
gives the pills Is, either consciously or 
unconsciously, a healing medium, or a 
magnetic healer. With hls or ber wish 
or prayer to cure, a certain magnetic 
power or essence goes out from him or 
her to the patient which the spirit 
friends who are In the healer’s atmos­
phere will use to heal the sick person.

Yes, I certainly believe In prayer. I 
do not mean just a recitation of words, 
but a sincere, earnest prayer. And why 
not? It seems natural to pray. Every­
thing in nature prays. The smallest 
seed that drops on the moist bosom of 
the earth prays for growth. The tiniest 
blade of grass prays for sunshine. The 
little brook that starts at the mountain 
side, gathers strength as It descends 
into the valley, sings and prays as it 
ripples merrily on in Its path to the 
sen. The roaring of the mighty ocean 
Is a prayer. The sighing of the wind is 
a prayer. The bird prays as it spreads 
its little wings and rises high In the air, 
or sitting on a branch of shrub or tree, 
pours forth its sweet notes of devotion 
and praise. The little cricket on the 
hearth prays as it chirps its evening 
song. All animate beings' in creation 
pray. Only some men, who in their 
ignorance or their intellectual conceit, 
believe themselves too great to pray. 
And yet, ‘while on certain occasions 
they may not use a prayer when com­
mencing a lecture or meeting of any 
kind, still, unconsciously, they throw 
out their thought or wish that tbe lec­
ture may be a success, that the words 
they speak may become deeply Im­
bedded in the hearts of the audience 
and bear fruit; and as the All-Mind is 
everywhere hls wish or prayer is heard.

Some men may refuse to pray, yet 
when suddenly stricken with disease, 
or If they should be out on the angry 
ocean In a frail little craft, fearing to 
be buried In the trough of the sea, or if 
they should be lost In a sandy desert 
without water or food, or if their child 
should be left In a fiercely burning 
building with apparently uo means of 
escape, or if they were in terrible 
bodily agony—Ob, how quickly would 
they pray to God or to auy Infinite In­
telligence, to some Deity or Supreme 
Ruler of the universe. It is the same 
with man as with many children— 
when they have everything plentiful 
around them they readily forget their 
benefactors. Many men and women 
surrounded by everything they need 
forget God; but let them be smitten 
hard, how quickly will they call on hini 
for help.

Yes, let us open the next convention 
of the National Association of Spirit­
ualists with prayer. Let us invoke the 
All-Mind to so impress the delegates 
that they will select the best leaders 
froih tbeir ranks. ' Lot us pray that the 
Association, now but a little tree, may 
grow until; in tbe course of a few 
years, thousands of societies may find 
shelter under its broad and productive 
branches. J-et us pray that it may be­
come a beacon light, not only for the 
United States but for the whole world.

As regards the question in your cir­
cular, Mr. Editor, concerning my choice 
of a candidate for president at the next 
convention, I have already strongly ex­
pressed my opinion in a letter for­
warded to your own and other Spirit­
ual papers, and I need only repeat here 
my most emphatic indorsement of Mr. 
E. W. Sprague for that.office.

THEODORE J. MAYER. . 
.Washington, D. C.

And Philosophically Relig­
ious Association.

To the EdJtor:-4& regard-to opening 
the N. S. A. convention with invoca­
tion, I wish to say that inasmuch ds 
the convention is u‘ Scientific and Phil­
osophically Religious •Association, and 
not a secular institution as the upper 
and lower houses of Congress or the 
public school, I do! nottihink it would 
detract from the importance of the N. 
S. A. by opening the same with an Invi­
tation to the spirit world for Its co-op­
eration. I do not Wish to be under­
stood as wanting to saddle the labor 
and responsibility upon the spirits, nor 
do I want to diminish the Importance 
of individual effort. When I go to a 
city or town to take charge of a society, 
I gp around and call on the Spiritual­
ists and Invite them to come and help 
me In my work, hence, I judge that as 
the Spiritualists feel as a result of my 
btvlwfep that they are at liberty to do 
thelrrffrt in the work to be carried on 
by the society, I think that the spirit 
friends look at it In the same light as 
do the Spiritualists. <

Suffice it to say that I am in favor of 
Inviting the spirits (not God) to take 
part in the N. 8. A. convention. I have 
always said that If a spirit could not 
use my hand in writing or my brain in 
constructing thought, and my articula­
tion in guildlng that thought with 
xyordst better than I, they could do me 
no greater favor than permit me to do 
the best 7 can without their power of 
control.

Now with regard to my choice for 
president of the N. 8. A., and with due 
appreciation of the work accomplished 
by our worthy Brother Barrett, I am of 
the opinion that Moses Hull would 
make the best all-around man for that 
place, and In case that he Is the succes­
sor of our worthy present Incumbent, 
I would have the N. 8. A. request him 
to compile all the evidences of spirit re­
turn into a book, taking the incidents 
from the writings of all our great 
writers, and at the same time give right 
opposite these little chapters a similar 
manifestation of spirit return taken 
from the Bible, and like the Christian 
with hls Bible, and with the Christian 
Scientist with hls “Science of Health,” 
tbe Spiritualist lecturer will be able to 
carry nrbund with nim a book of tangi­
ble facts from which he may read a 
verse or more and then lecture from 
tne same. 1 think that If we could per­
suade Mr. Hull to do this, and at the 
same time accept the head office of the 
N. S. A., we would be able to present 
our movement to the world as a dis­
tinct demonstration of spirit return.'

Some of thc older lecturers may not 
want to carry a book of facts around 
with them, but as one thatJs in touch 
with the younger element of our work­
ers, I can truthfully say that It will not 
be long before our young workers will 
rally around this effort. This does not' 
imply that our workers must carry this 
book with them and read from It, 
neither does it demand that we must 
leave our Bibles at home. It seems to 
me, however, that this innovation 
would be very legitimate, and that the 
majority of our workers' would take up 
with the Idea very readily. My main 
purpose in suggesting this compilation 
of facts is that Spiritualism may be­
come a separate and distinct move­
ment, and that we may be Inspired to 
rally around some standard. I think 
that Moses Hull is the most capable to 
accomplish this work, and therefore; 
wanting this work accomplished, I sug­
gest as my choice for president of the 
N. S. A., Moses Hull.

HARRY J. MOORE.
Alexandria, Ind. j

BEV. PAUL WELLER, 
Gorham, N.Y.

G. 8. LINCOLN. M.U 
101 Crutchfield #u 

Dallas, Tex.'

F. II. STOUFER. , 
Bec. A Treas of Railways . 
Conductors, Pueblo. Col. •

JUDGE HENRY 6CHAFEH 
Flemington,N. J.

Startling Words from the Committee Appointed to Investigate Hypnotism for the Benefit 
' of Journal Readers.

Hypnotism 18 no longer a myth, a fanciful creation of the mind, but a reality, a most potent power, capable of produc­
ing infinite good. For the purpose of ascertaining the exact value of this much-talked-of power a committee, composed of a 
physician, a well-known jurist, a prominent minister and a leading railroad man, was appointed to investigate Hypnotism. '

The committee carried on a series of investigations in regard ^ the power of hypnotism to influence the actions aud 
deeds of people in the everyday walks of life. *

The first step taken by the members of the committee was to master the science in every detail, so that they might 
state from personal experience the good or evil this strange pow^r might produce. They wrote the New York Institute oi 
Science, of Rochester, N. Y., the greatest school of Hypnotism and Occult Sciences in the world, and received full and com­
plete instructions in-Tegand to how hypnotism may be used to influence people in business, how to use It In treating diseases,1 
etc., etc. In a few days they mastered these instructions and were full-fledged hypnotists,.

. It*was clearly demonstrated that hypnotism may be employed so that the person operated upon is entirely unconscious 
of the fact that he is being influenced: and, all things considered, the committee regard it as the most valuable discovery of 
modern times. A knowledge of it is essential to one's success in life and well being in society.

Dr. Lincoln says, after a thorough investigation, that he considers it the most marvellous therapeutic or curative agent 
of modern times.

Judge Schafer, although a legal light, turned bis attention to healing the sick, and in b few treatments he completely cured 
John E. Myers, of Flemington, N. J., of a strange malady that had kept him bedfast for nine years,and which thedpetors said 
mu^t surely kill him. Judge Schafer’s fame spread for miles ground, and hundreds of people applied to him for treatment.

Mr. Stoufer performed the astonishing feat of hypnotizing Mr. Cunningham of Pueblo, Col., at a distance of several 
blocks. He also hypnotized an aged gentleman and had him rip through the streets shouting “Redhot peanuts for sale.” 
Mr. Stoufer says It is indispensable to one’s business success. c

Rev. Paul Weller says that every minister and every mother should understand hypnotism for the benefit they can be 
to those with whom they are brought in daily contact.

I n speaking of this marvelous power, President Eliot, of Harvard College, said to the graduates: “Young gentlemen, 
there is a subtle power lying latent in each of you, which Jew of you have developed, but which when developed might make 
a man irresistible. It is called Personal Magnetism or Hypnotism, I advise you to master it.”

The New York Institute of Science has just issued 10,000 copies of a book which fully explains all the secrets of this mar­
vellous power, and gives explicitdirections for becoming a practical hypnotist, so that you can employ the force without 
the knowledge of any one. Anybody can learn. Success is guaranteed.

The book also contains a full report of the members of the committee. It will be sent absolutely free to any one who 
is interested. A postal card will bring it. Write to-day.

Address New Yorn Institute of Science, Dent. MK 4, Rochester, N. Y
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: “Spiritual Songs for Ihd use of Clr 
cles, Camp-meetings and Other Spirit 
uallstic ; Gather ’Mattle E

“After Her Death. The Story 'of a 
Summer.” By Lilian Whiting. No 
mind that loves spiritual thought can 
fail to be fed and delighted with this 
book. Beautiful spiritual thought, com­
bining advanced ideas on the finer and 
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, lead­
ing the mind oilward into the purer at- 
mosphero'of exalted spiritual truth. A 
book for the higher life. ^ For sale at 
this office.' Price, cloth $1. -

“Human Culture and Cure, Marriage, 
Sexual Development, and Social Up- 
balding.” By E. D. Babbitt, M/D., 
LL. p. A most excellent and very val­
uable work, by the Dean of tBe College 
of Fine Forces, and Author of other im­
portant volumes on Health, Social Sci­
ence, Religion, etc. Price, cloth, 75 
cents. For sale Jit this office. •

“The Gospel of Buddha, According to 
Old Records.” Told by Paul Carus. 
This book Is heartily commended to stu­
dents of the science of religions, and to 
all who would gain a fair conception of

'Shall We Pray?
The question as to whether the next 

annual convention 0 Jthe N. 8. A. shall 
be opened with prayer, and If it pos- 
Kesscs auy efficacy In Influencing Deity, 
will be written upon by able men and 
women who will express themselves 
both for and against the practice at all 
times.

My own preference Is in favor of 
prayer; not that I believe God Is affect- 
< J by any wants or wishes, but be­
cause I do believe there ..are natural 
laws that control the universe. That 
by and through the law of nt traction 
and repulsion, we receive the gifts of 
spirit for soul and physical develop­
ment, and that os like attracts like, if 
we can by prayer or otherwise lift our­
selves and others info a condition 
where through the law of vibration we 
can understand tho things of spirit, we 
will be benefited thereby. It Is-well 
known to those who have given 
thought to the subject, that mind tri­
umph’s over matter, when properly di­
rected, and there are no cross purposes 
In nature, as was the case in Presidents 
Lincoln, Garfield and McKinley’s 
deaths in spite of all tbe prayers of this 
and other nations.

What the result would have been if 
deft to the prayers nnd vibratory forces, 
can only be a matter of conjecture, for 
it has been conceded that not the bul­
let of the assassin, but misguided med­
ical treatment produced the lamentable 
result In President Garfield’s case. 
Whether It was that or other causes In 
President McKlgJey’s death, we are not 
yet definitely Informed, but prayer in 
that direction Is unanswered and the 
heart of the nation is sad.

• I believe prayer spoken or unspoken 
Is the means of communion between 
soul and soul, between this world and 
the world of spirit, If you will, and ac­
counts for many so-called special prov­
idences, having attracted to those in 
need, ministering spirits who were 
able to bring about by their Influences 
the desired results.

For President, my^first choice would 
be' Harrison D. Barrett, from the fact 
that he Is a thorough parliamentarian, 
is well up In the work-of- the Associa­
tion—understands ItsAicMs—and Is act­
ive In all legislations for its good, and 
against anything caldulilted to oppress 
oF Injure its Interests; an energetic offi­
cer, and onb to whojirJ the N. 8. A. is 
largely indebted for itsipresent success­
ful condition. " ypjj •

My second choice would be Moses 
Hull, ambwhile I nhnie him second, I 
do not consider hinrBbcbnd to anyone 
Jn the rank and fileudf Spiritualists, 
.either in the capacity* oof officer or 
teacher. Hls voice itf always on the 
right side and hls life work has been 
for the good of Spiritualism and hu­
manity. Personally, I she no cause for 
change in officers. It seems to me the 
change should be In so-called Spiritual­
ists who fall to support the earnest ef­
forts of those In office. 7 :

OLARA'L. STEWART.

It is an Indisputable fact that man, 
by the decree of his Creator, as mani­
fested in his organization, Is a spiritual 
and religious being. No question that 
engages our attention can be more defi­
nitely settled.

Neither tlie rude Ignorance and un­
governed passions of barbarity, nor the 
luxurious dissipation nnd perversions 
of a debauched civilization, have ever 
suppressed the manifestations of tho 
religious elements of the human spirit. 
Phrenologlcnlly speaking, the faculties 
of hls Spirituality, Veneration and 
Hope grasp “the throne of the Invis­
ible,” and drink the sweet music of tne 
celestial spheres.

As the social group of domestic pro­
pensities, make man r social being, so 
do the moral and religious sentiments 
make him a worshiping intelligence, a 
believer in “the divinity,” an heir of 
Immortality.

An omnipotent, all-wise and benevo­
lent God has founded the laws of na­
ture In harmony, and has not mocked 
humanity with inherent desires never 
to be realized, aspirations never to be 
gratified. Man’s spiritual nature, 
which lifts the mind above earthly 
things to commune with God and the 
angel -world, will bring us knowledge of 
an a?ter life, of perennial joy.

It' is, therefore, evidently a considera­
tion of grave Import, a question de­
manding earnest attention, what con­
stitutes the legitimate exercise of the 
spiritual and religious faculties. One 
person feels true devotion, fervent pie­
ty, and love of divine things, takes de­
light in religious exercises, regards 
God as the center of hope, and If Hope 
nnd Spirituality be large, worships 
Him as a spirit.

Another person, though equal in tal­
ent in other respects, experiences but a 
very little devotion or respect, and is 
quite deficient in fervor; cares little for 
religious observances, and Is not Im­
pressed with tbe worshiping sentiment.

One says, open our meetings with 
proper or invocation. The other says 
no;, we won’t have prayer. Let the 
majority rule.

There Is implanted in the'mind a dis­
position which, in the presence of 
things morally great and good, inspires 
awe, reverence, accompanied with a 
consciousness of one’s own personal ln-

To Pray, or Not to Pray?
There seems to be a wide divergence 

of opinion regarding this, which to 
some seems an all-important question. 
Personally 1 am In favor of leaving the 
matter entirely to the individual wbo 
prays or wbo does not pray, as the case 
may be. For myself, I have never se®r* 
the desirability or utility of Invocations 

on our rostrum.
If the universe is governed by law 

(and I firmly believe it Is), then no 
amount of praying can change tlie ex­
isting order of things. To call upon a 
God to change the divine order, to ask 
him to draw near to us or to sing 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee,” when all 
the invisible powers that make for 
righteousness are at all times and un­
der all circumstances as near as they 
possibly can be (depending upon the 
life, the unfoldment and aspirations of 
the individual), seems like a waste of 
effort, and fruitless. We surely know 
that any amount of praying..will not 
bring rain unless the wind is in the 
right direction, no amount of praying

Hull. . Fof sale at this office; Price 10 I scarcely reA' 
cents. 1i^

Buddhism in Its spirit and living princi­
ples. Spiritualist or f Christian 'can 
scarcely read it without spiritual profit 

’or sale at this office. f

ANNOUNCEMENT.
It Is with pleasure we announce that 

now our FaU nnd Winter Campaign1 is 
upon us, and the greatest feast of rear 
son of the age Js certain fdr our read­
ers in the great Spiritual and Agnostic 
debate between “Our Mosp6” and W. F. 
Jamieson. , If you can’t sparer dollar, 
send Jn 25 cents for thirteen weeks. 
Yon will want BomethlhpMnterestihg.to 
read during the long winter evenings; 
Subscribe now.;

M^W^feM^ A
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It is the inward recognition of the 
moral superiority and excellence of any 
being, if it be addressed to a being, or 
of the sacredness of a place or an act, if 
it be addressed to a place or an action.

We are made to respond In the pres­
ence of superior moral excellence by 
reverence and veneration, just as we 
are made to respond in the presence of 
sweet and connected sounds musically; 
just as we are made to respond to cer­
tain classes of ideas mirthfully, .just as 
we are made to respond to presenta­
tions of beauty under given circum­
stances.

The human mind is so made that 
when suitable objects came before it, 
such and such response^ • are given 
forth.

There Is a part of our original organ­
ization in which there Is a tendency to 
venerate, to reverence. Prayer is an 
emotion of the higher faculties, and 
every prayer put forth has its effect 
on the one who utters it, and It also has 
an Influence In bringing an audience 
into a receptive state of mind. It is the
prayer, as an invocation that promotes 
the happiness of the human race.

There is a tendency at present to 
make a division between mediums and 
speakers, and if a man could bo elect­
ed president of the N. S. A., having the 
qualities of a speaker and medium, I 
have an idea that it would help that 
trouble. I know of no one so well 
fitted for that place as B. W. Sprague.

. ’ D. M. KING.

1 “Three Jubilee Lectures.” By J. M. 
Peebles, M., D. Doctor,.Peebles Is a 
trenchant and instructive writer and 
lecturer, and these three addresses on 
the occasion of and pertinent to tho 
Jubilee of Modern Spiritualism, aro 
well worthy of being preserved In tbW 
tasty form, In print. Price, 85 cents, 
For Bale at this office. —fix • ' 
“’Lisbeth. A Story of Two Worlds.” 

By Carrie B. S. Twlng. Richly Imbued 
with the, philosophy of Spiritualism.’ 
Price $1. For sale at this office
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will relieve the distress of our fellow 
men, give them shelter, food or cloth­
ing; as It always requires tlie coin of 
the realm to accomplish this, which can. 
be done without recourse to prayer. la 
the case of our assassinated Presidents, 
we all know that praying was of no 
avail, this being notably true in the 
case of Garfield, for whom prayers 
were ascending from every church and 
ecclesiastical body in the land, and 
which did no more good toward saving 
his life than would the blowing of a 
horn up a chimney; while the probabili­
ties are, that had the surgeons in 
charge understood their business he 
might have been saved.

Some of our speakers declare that in­
vocations tend to harmonize their au­
diences, and that In this way they can 
better get their conditions for speaking, 
while others can do tbe same by read­
ing a suitable poem.

. Let every one act their own pleasure 
in the matter, and let Ilie N. S. A. open 
their sessions with prayer if they de­
sire to. I do, however, believe in that 
silent aspiration of the soul for all that 
is good, true and elevating, and that 
such aspiration is always answered by 
inspiration.

To deliver Invocations before public 
assemblies simply because It is the 
fashion and because it is time to pray, 
places us in the class described in the 
New Testament who love to pray on 
the comers of tbe streets and in the 
synagogues, to be seen of men, and 
whom Jesus of Nazareth plainly de­
clared were hypocrites. For my part, 
I would be glad to see all church forms 
and ceremonies, including tlie singing 
of church hymns and tunes, eliminated 
from tbe Spiritualist rostrum, and 
would be pleased to see the N. S. A. set 
the example.

As to my choice for president of the 
N. S. A., it is never considered good 
business.policy by any firm or corpora­
tion wife?!! they have employes who are 
competent to perform the duties as­
signed them and who attend to their 
business properly, to discharge such 
employes simply from ft desire for 
change. The business end of the N. S. 
A., like all other organizations should 
be conducted upon business principles, 
and believing tbe present incumbent 
has faithfully fulfilled hls obligations, 
I am In favor of bis re-election.

WILL G. HODGE.

In the Matter and Form of Pub­
lic Invocations.

“Do! Jennie, stop teasing the Lord, 
nnd come to bed,” said ft little girl who 
believed her sister was spending too 
l^uch time at her evening prayers.

“Divine Father, if we believed-any 
petition of ours to. Thee would be 
granted, we would not dare to present 
it.”—Minot J. Savage.

Ever since man was born upon our 
planet Jie has been engaged in rearing 
one foot above the oVher up the rugged 
sides of “Fools’ Hill,” and while thus 
occupied—so far as we have knowledge 
—public prayers have been common oc­
currences. They vary In form and aro 
not always vocal Some are exhibited 
by the feet In religlbus dances, and 
some are unwound from praying cylin­
ders. Some have an occasional gleam* 
of sense and reason, while others aro 
robed in the opaque drapery of non­
sense. The Moslem’s prayer asserts,1 
“There Is no God but God.” The Chip­
pewa y repeats, “Behind the darlc hill 
He sits—six and seven;” and the Chris- 
km as if in painful recollection of for- 
n/ek misguidance, pleads, “Lead us not 
Into temptation.” /. ;

A custom so universal and venerable/ 
with age cannot be discontinue! aC 
once, without giving a shock to thoj 
nerves of many good people that would 
make them bristle with horror./1* 
therefore vote that the National Con-1 
vention be opened with prayer and that 
the practice be followed until we al! 
reach the summit of “Fools’ Hill”—af­
ter which public prayers shall be con­
fined to that locality. . ’

In praying 1 suggest the following 
form: ; :' ■

Infinite Intelligence—if such there ba 
—that rules this stupendous universe,’ 
whom without presumption, we may 
call by the sacred name/ of Father, 
Mother, or both united, we desire to ex*? 
j) ress to Th ee son 11 men t s 0 f gra tl t ud e, 
love and filial obedience,'together with 
a wish that we may become more and 
more worthy of our Divine parentage.

Wo have not the assurance to pre­
sent any pelt ions for personal or oilier 
favors from thy hands, because we,

Ingersoll Memorial Meeting.
Sunday, October 20, at 2:30 p. m., at 

the Tlrand Opera House, Chicago. A
fine program has been arranged. Ad­
dresses by several talented speakers, 
with music, etc. Tickets for reserved 
seats on sale at Antiquarian Book 
Store, 43 Van Buren street, Steger & 
Sons* Plano Co., 235 Wabash avenue., 
Reiehwald & Bro., 141 South Water 
street

“Rending the Vail.” This volume Ibj7 
compilation by J. W. Nixon, of psychic 
literature, most given by spirits 

. through and by means of full form vis­
ible materializations, at seances/of a 
certain Psychic Research Society, 
known as the Aber Intellectual Circle, 
tho medium being William W. Aber. 
507 pp. octavo. For sale at tho office of 
Tho Progressive Thinker. Price $2.

“Longley’s Beautiful Songs.” Four-

knew nil prayers aro composed of in/- 
formation and advice—tbe offer 'ot 
which would be grossly Impertinent 
. I can neither Indorse nor discourage 
public prayers to men and women who 

| now Inhabit the spiritual world, but 
would leave that matter to the discre­
tion of tbe speaker selected for the 
opening.

In offering a prayer In public by one 
who deems himself competent to give 
God advice and information, I think 
the ceremony and practices long ago 
established and rigidly followed by 
Christian orators should be observed.

If the preacher be of an uncomely’ 
presence, let him remain behind . bls 
desk and preferably upon hls knees. 
But in case he has a manly physique 
and just proportions, let him stand In 
the middle of the platform near the 
footlights. He should then raise both 
hands upward with the palms in front, 
at about the altitude of the forehead. 
The blood will then flow downward and. 
give the hands that white, delicate hue 
so pleasing to tbe pious sisterhood. 
When hls mouth Is opened due attention 
should be paid to the rules of elocu­
tion/ Lofty sentiments should never be 
spoken in lion bass, nor should refer­
ence to the graver affairs of life ba 
creaked in high cadenza. Make the 
voice as musical as possible without 
breaking into song, but Impart solem­
nity by opening the larynx from time 
to time and uttering sepulchral tones.

During the entire prayer the eyed 
must be closed and dismal effects se^ 
cured by extending tbe longitude of the 
face without impairing its symmetry.

By adhering closely to these rules, an­
swers to prayers may reasonably be ex­
pected from the audience, by a well- 
filled contribution box, and justification 
be given to Mrs. Brown’s statement, 
that “Elder Jones addressed the con­
gregation by way of prayer.”

My first choice for President Is Ly> 
man 0. Howe.

z‘. J. CLEMENT SMITH, j 
, Topeka, Kansas. {

teen beautiful, soul-Inspiring songs/ 
with Musk, by 0. ‘Payson Longley 
Price by mail, 15 cents* For sale nt 
this office.
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“Human Culture .and Cure. Part 
First The Philosophy of Cure. (In^ - 
eluding Methods and Instruments/' 
By B. D. Babbitt/ M. D., LL. D. A’, 
very Instructive And valuable work. It 
should have a wide circulation,**as It* ; ✓-
well fulfills the promise of Jts7title.* 7/ 
For bale at this office. iPrlcq 75 cents, • . s v
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REASON DECLARES, NO! 
To Pray, or Not to Pray. 

Prayers aud Invocations have been a

PBAYERJM« 
May Be. a Factor of Evolu 

: tion.

WIBLE RESULTS MYER OUT OF PLACE.
JV4*1Q| 

but It Is u feature that does not appeal 
with force or reason to those who have 
evolute out of superstition’s depths. 
To ull such, there is nothing more jib­
surd than the effort to worship, in­
struct, beseech and cajole the universal 
forces that create all life forms and 
keep them in motion, through some 
form of prayer. And when we stop to 

• consider the teachings or promulga­
tions of Spiritualism, it dock seem that 

. about the last person In this world to 
indulge in tho . nonsense of prayen 
should be the professed believer in the 
doctrines of Spiritualism.
. As a rulAthose who pray believe In a 

personal God, but Spiritualism bus 
none such; and never was tlie person­
ality of such a being taught or ad­
mitted by any of the recognized author­
ities lu that field of thought known as 
modern Spiritualism. Spirit communi­
cations have always been contradictory 
in many respects, but on one point or 
subject there has been uniformity of 
testimony when expressed; and here is 
the substance of that testimony: “We; 
have .found no trace * of God In the 
spirit world, and know no more of such 
a being than when in earth life.” What 
then do or can Spiritualists pray to? 
They do not and cannot pray to any­
thing but the universal forces that ani­
mate the universe.

, Now such being the case, the ques­
tion naturally rises, are, or can these 
infinite forces, that ever and always 
have immutable forms of motion, be 

„ reached or influenced in any manner by 
the human voice or by human desires? 
Reason gives a decided no! for an an­
swer; and reason Is the. highest tri­
bunal to which mortal man cun appeal, 
with bls questions and queries. Shall 
her conclusions be accepted, or will 
superstition continue to dominate the 
minds of vast numbers, who think be­
cause their ancestors prayed and be­
lieved In prayer, that they must keep 
up that ancient but Ineffective method 
of regulating worldly affairs? It re­
mains to be seen; but If Spiritualists do 
continue - to pray and to advocate 
prayer for any purpose except to re­
lieve the mind, same as one grunts and 
groans when in physical pain, they will 
continue to appear as Inconsistent and 
as unreasonable as an orthodox Chris­
tian. It has been my privilege to hear, 
and to road in cold type, many prayers 
and Invocations delivered by Spiritual­
ist speakers and lecturers, but never 
did I hear or read such a senseless com­
bination of words without experiencing 
disgust.

Stilted and studied rhetoric Is poured 
forth to please and Influence a God in 
whom there Is no belief, though ad­
dressed as Father and Mother bo as to 
show no partiality for sex; and when 
analyzed by reason these invocations 
are found to be a combination of self- 
conceit and wind in the proportion of 
one to mine. There Is nothing in them 
but words, and their Influence Is en­
tirely confined, to that tired feeling 
which those who hear them experience. 
Think of human destiny being changed 
or modified by praying to the universal 
forces that keep all things In motion! 
Think of trying to please or placate 
these forces by addressing them as 
Father and Mother God, and working 
in, a lot of fulsome flattery that would 
nauseate a sensible man! Think of the 
tremendous absurdity embodied In an 
effort to change the actions of Nature’s 
movements when controlled by im­
mutable laws! Think of the futility of 
talking to infinite forces that have no 
centre and no head!

And viewing the prayer question in 
^ every possible light, what can be seen 

in . It but absurdity and nonsense. 
Beason haa no defence to make for. 
prayer, and never did have, and when 
any person-reaches the praying point, 
he does bo by the temporary discarding 
of reason. The praying mood is a mild 
but tempting form of insanity, for all 

- mental action that refuses, or is discon­
nected from the influence of reason, is 
nothing else. Were the desire to pray 
continuous and perpetual It would 
place any person in the Insane asylum, 
for society is so practical, it refuses 
liberty to all its members whose ac- 

' tions are not generally shaped and con­
trolled by reason. Forty years ago when 
Spiritualism was a vigorous and effec­
tive force In fighting social wrongs and 
combating religious tyranny of tho 
mind, It had no “ordained ministers” 
who made a specialty of praying; but 
to-day It bas so many of that class who 
are trying to ape the churches for pop­
ularity, and get half-fare tickets, that 
the report has got abroad that Spirit­
ualism is declining. While this may be 

, a mootable question, there is no doubt 
about the fact that ordained ministers 
who pray, are a hoodoo to the cause. 
Thinking men* and women who seek 
the light of knowledge are not going in 
that direction, and if Spiritualism is 'to 
be anything but an annex to the 
churches, it must discard ordination 
ceremonies and reject that class of 
leaders who have tried so hard to make 
It a religious institution, with those In­
dispensable adjuncts, God and prayer.
If Spiritualism is a fact, it needs 

neither the God idea nor prayer to sus­
tain it, and all efforts that tend toward 
imitation of the churches will repel ra­
tional minds from Investigation. Where 
people have acquired the habit of doing 
their own thinking, prayer has gone be­
low par, to use a stock expression; and 

... prayer meetings of whatever kind are 
more and more becoming the subject of 
ridicule. If .Spiritualism retains, or ob­
tains, the respect of thinking minds, It 
will do so working on a scientific basis 
that has no connection with prayers or. 
churches.

In conclusion I will quote once more 
• the words of the late Brick Pomeroy 

on prayer, for they deserve to be kept 
in mind: “While prayer may ease the 
soul, a tin horn blown up the chimney 
will accomplish just ds much.” s

CHANNING SEVERANCE.
Los Angeles, Cal.

The God question Is apparently Irre­
pressible, and with it the. prayer in; 

•stlnct is well nigh universal. Both are 
likely to occupy a prominent place in 
the civilized world for centuries to 
come/ The kind of God and the char­
acter of prayers offered have always 
had >vlde variations with tho different­
ly constituted, and variously educated 
classes of worshipers.

“Should the National Association bo 
opened with prayer?1 Ab an outsider 
interested in tho good work and suc­
cess of the N. 8. A., I am not qualified 
to answer. But it would seem to bo 
democratic to let the majority of quali­
fied voters decide. The first considera­
tion should be, it seems to me, to avoid 
unnecessary friction la all associate 
proceedings. The opinions for and 
against prayer are about equally pro- 
nonhced, and, with a class of minds 
quite determined—tho majority prob­
ably being in favor of Invocations.

The first question would seem to be, 
Will it harm any one to indulge the re­
ligious Instinct? If not, why object? 
It may ho said that It is indulging su­
perstition, and giving a false impres­
sion of the moral and religious stand­
ards of Spiritualism, But that is only 
au opinion; Who is qualified to decide 
.whether there be a God or not? Who 
knows that all tho significance of 
prayer Is confined to ignorance and su­
perstition? Admitting that “the uni- 
verse Is governed by fixed laws” and 
that prayer never changes them, does 
It follow that “any answer to prayer 
would be contrary to the processes of 
evolution constantly going on?” May 
not prayer be one of the factors in the 
evolutionary order? Could evolution 
proceed to its legitimate climax with 
human nature left out?

If' not, then every quality in human 
nature belongs to and is operative in 
“the process of evolution.” If prayer 
is a natural function of progressive 
consciousness In man, it must be an 
essential factor , in the cosmical pro­
cesses, and ah expression of evolution.

But your question ond comments 
seem to bear Ihe taint of tbe old dog­
matic assumptions of an arbitrary per­
sonal God, who Is above nature, and 
creates and destroys, blesses and 
damns, according to the fickle'freaks of 
his sovereign will, and plays with Na­
ture as a boy u;lth a top.

No rational Spiritualist believes in 
such a God, or prays to such an Idol. 
Tho devotional exercises of Spiritual­
ists are not for tbe purpose of changing 
the order of nature or suspending nat­
ural law, nor to appease an Almighty 
Despot, or coax him to meddle with the 
causes that impel nature in all ber evo­
lutionary work. .They are not for the 
purpose of cheating justice, or chang­
ing the order of nature. They do not 
seek to violate, suspend, or evade any 
natural law; but rather to fulfill. If it 
can be shown that prayer is a natural 
functioning of progressive conscious­
ness and therefore a factor in “the pro­
cess of evolution,” it at once becomes 
apparent that It is a necessity of hu­
man nature, as really as music, love, 
joy and sorrow, hope, aspiration, and 
mirth.

As this may not be readily determ? 
Ined, and bright minds disagree about 
the origin and nature of devotion, why 
not concede tbe right of., those re­
ligiously inclined, to pray, while we 
listen, meditate, and study the signifi­
cance of prayer?

Many of the most exalted spirits that 
entrance mediums manifest devotion, 
and my experience and observation has 
been that a real soulful invocation 
makes excellent conditions for the 
manifestation of spiritual power and 
intelligence. But a cold formal selfish 
prayer, Is the wost kind of profanity; 
and prayers made to order aro usually 
of that character. Hence I should not 
vote for a chaplain to open a Spiritual 
Convention with a mechanical prayer. 
But let the whole convention be an In­
spired and Inspiring prayer. Not a dic­
tatorial petition for special personal fa­
vors, but an earnest seeking for truth 
and the co-operation of all good influ­
ences for the great work of human en­
lightenment, and the dispensation of 
spiritual truth. If the majority want a 
formal prayer, tho minority can afford 
to tolerate the innocent Indulgence for 
tbe sake of good feeling and unity of 
purpose so essential to success. If the 
majority regard It as waste time, and 
mockery and an insult to their reason, 
the minority can afford to wait, and do 
their devotions in the closet at home. 
Above all let no dogmatic dictation 
usurp authority, no arbitrary exactions 
for recognition of personal preferences 
or theories mar tbo pacific spirit and 
generous toleration so essential to suc­
cess, or paralyze the good work by 
acrimonious dissensions and personal 
unpleasantness.

Mrs.” Howe suggested, after reading 
your question, that it does “not make 
much difference whether the conven­
tion be opened with prayer or a 
hatchet.” Carrie Nation might think it 
did, and proceed with the hatchet, and 
probably no God would Interfere 
against the hatchet on account of any­
body’s prayer. But the soul that prays 
may rise by the use of its powers and 
draw nearer to the throne of truth and 
love as aspiration moves It

LYMAN C. HOWE.

Shall We Pray or Aspire?
To the .Editor:—Replying to your 

note, I would say that I think the cus­
tom of praying or Invoking at picnics, 
conventions, mass-meetings, Is one that 
might just as well be discontinued. 
Meetings to pray for rain, or avert any 
process of nature;-are a pitiable expos­
ure of human ignorance. There Is not 
a particle of evldenco that‘any prayer 
ever offered to secure material help 
from a material source ever secured 
such help. Garfield died, India’s fam­
ine raged, the awful heat and drouth of 
1001 persisted, and all the time ten 
thousand prayers were ascending. The 
fact Is, praying, In the sense In which 
It lias formerly been understood, is a 
farce, a waste of breath, a degrading 
superstition.. • ’

My prayers—sometimes uttered pub- 
. llcly—are merely an aspiration after ho­

liness nnd purity. I expect only. for 
. myself and audience an uplift, an in- 

Splration to better living/ I expect no 
change of law, no supernatural inter­
vention in my behalf. The effect . of 
prayer Is whoHy-sUbjectivc/

BLD. H. W. B. MYRICK.

Shall We All Unite in Prayer?
I do not understand that the whole of 

the subject of prayer is Involved In tlie 
question. To do that would require 
more than tbe allotted space. I believe 
a year’s honest examination of the 
subject by every one of us would be of 
great benefit.

But to the Immediate question, should 
we now adopt this rule, I say No! If 
adopted we should all be ready to re­
spond. Formality without real worth 
and appreciation weakens. Words 
only Is mockery. I think not more than 
one prayer in a hundred'Is prayer. An­
alyze carefully and you will find fit) in 
100 prayers In public are rhetorical 
pleas to the ears of the listeners to no­
tice how eloquent they are. I do not 
believe our people have arisen to a 
profitable appreciation, of the subject, 
any mdre than others.

“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire,.. 
Uttered or unexpressed.”.

So ns there might be negation pray- 
ers, it would be better to work for 
strength than for weakness. Mrs. 
Piper, who manifests for Prof. Hyslop; 
after entering tlie trance, prays beauti­
ful prayers. Mrs. Richmond,- under 
control, litters sublime Invocations. I 
would not dare to say no? But in these 
cases spirits arc authority.

• . To prohibit It to a soul who believed 
Itself unfolded to its proper uso and ne­
cessity would bo wrong. \ ; ’ ’

Hammond,. .an "early, writer,, says 
globes of pink have been observed to 
ascend from• tbo heads of those who1* 
pray to more, exalted spheres, and yel­
low globes return with answers printed 
on them, from which guardian spirits 
get suggestions for procedure. A. J.

will Not to an Unknown 
Being. '

•^——^ • j
/'H the National Spiritualists’ Assoelu? 
tion Is ever disrupted, in my opinion 
clericalism and superstition will be the 
cause of it Already these factors are 
elements In the organization, aud they 
also retain a strong hold upon those ad­
herents who have come to Spiritualism 
from the membership of tho Christian 
denominations. All this Is to be ex­
pected under present conditions, but aa 
time goes op wc shall also expect to see 
progress both In organization and fol­
lowing./When the heart and mind of 
tho individual Is once touched by tho 
mystic wand of . the spirit, then and 
there Is the beginning of a true spirit­
ual growth. • \

Knowledge, said Socrates, tbe match­
less Greek, 1b the food of the soul—not 
prayer, not faith and belief In God, not 
religion; and Is not this truth becoming 
pore and more realized and under­
stood by mankind as the ages go by? 
Knowledge enables us to distinguish 
between the false and the true, the evil 
and the good.: Knowing-the good and 
the true,, we absorb It, make It a part 
of us and our souls grow stronger and 
more beautiful thereby. What but 
knowledge has given us our present 
civilization and culture? What Is tlie 
great hope for the future unless It be 
that our knowledge of both material 
and spiritual things shall be enlarged, 
and Increased? Who Is the man above 
all others with whom we delight to 
hold converse? Is it not he who is able 
to impart to us some fresh knowledge 
of ourselves or of the world about us, 
and thus give to us a deeper Insight 
Into principles and causes?

As for prayer, machines may pray. 
In India there aro. praying wheels, and 
in this country little strings of beads 
which properly , manipulated are sup­
posed to move the great heart of the 
Infinite Intelligence of tbe Universe to 
change and alter his or Its pre-ordained 
law and plan. If It appears ridiculous 
or absurd to some to believe that there 
can be any efficiency in the rosary or 
praying machine, to others it seems 
equally foolish to believe that a prayer 
articulated by the human voice can 
have any force or power to set aside 
either tbe natural or spiritual laws of 
the universe. It Is only a difference of 
method and not of substance.

Sad, sad indeed, that three of the best 
men that were ever placed at the head 
of this great God-protected nation 
should have been struck down by tbe 
cruel Land of the’assassin. Oh, where 
was the God of Moses, of Abraham, of 
David, of Elias, of Jesus, of His Holi­
ness the Pope, of Mrs. Eddy, of Alex­
ander Dowie, of the great praying and 
preaching Christian world (not to men­
tion the little gentleman of the N. S. A. 
so lately christened), when the great 
and noble Lincoln was shot to death by 
the cowardly hand of J. Wilkes Booth? 
Oh,.where was Ho when tbo great 
and good Garfield fell a victim to the 
wicked bullet of the ranting, praying, 
crazy Guiteau? And where was thia 
same God when bls devout praying fol­
lowers by the million gathered at a 
solemnly appointed hour in their tem­
ples of worship, dedicated to Him,-the 
true and only living God, and sent up 
to His great White Throne, one long 
and loud and fervent prayer for the life 
of,the dear, good man and the great 
Christian President? Ob, .where wits 
He? Echo answers where. And just" 
lately when this same Christian He­
brew God was so much needed to stay 
the hand of the malignant brute who 
struck down the gentle, the pure, the 
wise, the loving husband, friend, citi­
zen, and patriot, William McKinley, 
alas! He again was silent as the tomb 
and heartless as the stone.

The universe Is governed by law aS’ 
fixed and absolute as eternity itself, 
and those who know this do not pray; 
they study, they think, they reason arid 
try to understand so far as they may 
the nature and workings of this law, 
whether it be physical or spiritual, and 
as moral beings they strive to meet all 
the requirements of the law of both tbe 
natural and the spiritual world.
I would therefore respectfully re­

quest that the coming convention at 
Washington be not opened with any 
prayer addressed to Infinite Intelli­
gence, to God, or to any other being 
whoso Identity has not been, or cannot 
be, fully established, and who has not 
proved that he, she or it condescends to 
notice us poor worms of tbe dust by 
answering our prayers when uttered in 
the proper spirit, or even to give us a 
reason why. This it seems to me Is. 
but fair, whether we are dealing with 
finite or Infinite Intelligence—at least, 
it is the only attitude In’which I can 
maintain my own proper self respect 
as a thinking being.

I should heartily approve of the Na­
tional Convention being opened with a 
silent prayer of say five minutes by the 
congregation, each one in thought re­
questing the presence and loving min­
istrations of tbe spirits of all just men 
made perfect Let the soul of grand 
old Socrates, of Plato, of Aristotle, of 
Cicero, of Maimonides, of Immanuel 
Kant, of Fichte, of Hegel, of George 
Fox, of George Washington, of Thomas 
Paine, of Charles Sumner, of John 
Brown, of Lucretia Mott—of all tbe 
sainted arisen ones of all ages, nations 
and climes be reverently beseeched to 
shed their hallowed influence over the 
multitude there assembled that great 
good may come to the world and that 
mankind may be more fully enlight­
ened as to its spiritual life and destiny 
through the thoughts and teachings 
there to be expressed.

T ’ A. M. GRIFFBN_ -

Davis tells of a distressed widow 
breaking down In prayer, whose only 
son had run away to go to sea. He tells 
how a magnetic ray shot out from her 
forehead to' the brain of her departed 
husband, from’ whom another ray shot 
down to the brain of their son in Bos'- 
ton and turned his steps homeward.

Unorganized nature acts through 
general laws. But individualized'life, 
under law, does not “contravene” law, 
by asking, willing, choosing and direct­
ing. If I desire seclusion, I close tlie 
blind. If I need Tight and heat I open 
the window. The law of sunshine is 
not interfered with.

Tlie various cults of healing say pow­
er flows into us when we are rightly 
conditioned. And may not prayer be 
one method of self-adjustment? ’ - .

Do not encourage superstition' and 
vain form; neither, discourage natural 
law. The cry of a child, and tho cry of 
msoul In distress aro holy. z

I cannot Vote for President; I am not
a members 

Juniata, Neb.
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IMPORTANT.
It Is very important that the readers 

of this w>er take notice that our Fall 
nnd Winter Campaign opens wlth this 
Symposium edition. In other .words, It 
opens, with a boom, nnd those who do 
npt subscribe at,ouc6 . will miss the’ 
great treat that Is prepared.2 Send in 
your dpllar for a year’s subscription, or 
25 cents f^ 18 Weeks* -

HigheMnfl Nobler.
or^rr ’ •

To the Edltm:-<When I received 
your, invitation ^vlth. the intensely ma­
terial application) Ao give au opinion 
upon the need aud efficacy of prayer, I 
was reminded ofVwc man4 seeking to 
solve the problem ot the solar system 
by looklug at lUthrogBgh the wrong end 
of the telescopeuuTvne he sees a star, 
but talk, to him lot worlds upon worlds, 
of systems uponjsystems, and with the 
positive assurance of one that sees he 
will repudiate your statement^, and 
laugh your theories to scorn. But pre­
vail upon him to turn the instrument 
around, and when/with Its added possi­
bility. ot vision,, there bursts upon him 
all tho majesty and wonder of Infinite 
space, what ecstasy aud adoration 
takes possession #f his awakened soul.

And thus it is upon the subject of 
prayer. To the materialist that argues 
from the standpoint of earthly need 
only, prayer can have neither meaning 
nor power, since he haa not yet learned 
the true need of man, nor has he as yet 
any conception of what prayer really 
is. True he knows something about 
tho human organism, its needs, and the 
Jaws wb|ch govern them, but he has 
failed to grasp the dual nature of man, 
aud therefore knows nothing of the 
realm to which, prayer belongs, or of 
the spiritual laws which govern the 
heeds of the human soul.

. It Is quite true, In tlie realm of the 
material, we act and pray in accord­
ance with natural law; we plant the 
seed, we pray for rain, and then we 
trust to the natural law of growth and 
development to give us the increase. 
But breathes there ft man, who at some 
period or other of bls life has not felt 
the uplifting sense of a something 
within him, which Is not of earth, 
which takes him out of himself, and 
fills his soul (momentarily perhaps)’ 
with an aspiration for something 
higher and nobler than the material 
world can afford? This Is the revela­
tion of that other phase of being, the 
spiritual life. Buch moments are the 
cry of the soul that has been stunted 
and starved for recognition and spirit­
ual food. It is a prayer for a, chance 
to develop, it Is ft reaching out Into 
that realm to which prayer belongs. 
What, then, is prayer? No more beau­
tiful definition of tbis can be given, 
than the oft quoted lines of the poet 
Montgomery:

“Prayer is the Soul’s sincere desire 
Uttered or unexpressed;

The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast.

“Prayer Is tho burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear,

The upward glatfcing of an eye, 
When none bitt?God is near.”

Hol
The mere bending, of the knee, fold­

ing of the bands, sad repeating the 
words of a formula^ls a travesty on 
prayer, and an Jmmlt to tlie Deity to 
whom It Is addressed. Equally so is 
the prayer of therwwldly man, that has 
its foundation Iniselfish desire, and 
earthly aggrandizement only; although 
even here we known there are times 
when even such!a prayer has been an­
swered. Rut who cm tell/but beneath 
this apparently selfish exterior, -there 
may. dwell a souk that is struggling to 
enter Into that ^spiritual atmosphere, 

.the “Holy of Holies” of the “Most
High”' ... • jr^n- . .
; True prayer !a >t£atlcondition of.. the: 

soul, which recognising Its own weak­
ness, and realizing that away and be­
yond Itself, there is a power, and there 
are possibilities of a higher and nobler 
existence, teach^and aspires for those 
qualities in life, that shall bring them 
more closely in touch with the Divine. 
It was to such as these, that Jesus said, 
“Ask and It shall be given you; seek 
and ye shall And,” aud it- is when the 
soul enters Into /this sacred realm, and 
like a flood of celestial sunshine, the 
possibilities of Infinite Lovo envelope 
the praying soul, and becomes to it a 
subduing and a protecting shield, and 
when under its benign Influence we are 
enabled to see how valueless ate the 
things of time, as compared with those 
of eternity, when the wrongs and woes 
of earth sink Into insignificance before 
the inestimable glory which awaits him 
that has “overcome, the world”—It Is 
then that the beauty of the Christ life 
is really seen, and we can understand 
bow it was possible for him, when the 
death sweat stood heavy upon bis 
brow, to utter the prayer, “Father for­
give them, they know not what they 
do,” and like him, and with our mar­
tyred President to say, “Not my will, 
but thine be done.”

You ask, Shall the coming convention 
of the N. S. A. be opened with prayer? 
Yes, a thousand tlrnes ye§, and let that 
praver be the earnest desire of every 
soul, that the grand and glorious truths 
which underlie th# cause they repre­
sent, may become a living principle In 
every life, that .there may be less of 
theory, and more ot practice. Let them 
forget self-aggrandizement, aqj lay the 
tribute of an unselfish devotion to the 
cause of humanity, upon the altar of 
prayer; so shall success come to their 
beloved cause, and a benediction of 
love, borne to them by angel hands, 
shall prove not only the need, but the 
efficacy of prayer.

.Yours prayerfully, 
CAROLINE CATLIN. .

————•—^-^►-♦—•—_^—_
Definitions Are Necessary.

The question has come squarely to 
me, as one of the believers in spirit re- 
turiT and manifestation, whether it 
were advisable In any sense to open the 
next convention of tbe N. S. A., conven­
ing at Washington,-!®. O., witlrprayer?

To so understnud- tiie question as to 
judge fairly, It seemd?to me a definition 
or two are necessnujw What is prayer? 
Why was it said^Me ask and receive 
not, because ye ask1 amiss?”

The old Presbyterhin divine (?) of 75 
years . ago, . whose? sermons often 
reached nineteenitbly; nnd bls long 
prayers even beyonditbat, had an idea 
that it was absolutely necessary ; for 
him to tell God every week all that be 
deemed importantotodie done, not only 
for the earth, button all the universe. 
Of course, this ditbnot agree with the 
sermon, which ,some3rhere in its nthlys 
always • declared? < tho doctrine • of ■ 
infant damnation^ 'fi& an immutable 
law, sternly Inferring that all laws of 
the Supreme Intelligence were also un­
changeable. If this were sof why 
should we have, wasted time/ and 
breath striving td' have the eternal will 
of the absolutely omnipotent set asjfle 
or varied; or expect it to swerve a 
hair’s breadth for the.personal benefit 
of any being or thing, upon tbe face of 
fhe wide earth We cannot draw God 
down Into the whirlpool of anarchy, 
blood and discord, nnd thereby make us. 
and the world any better. ' Why should 
^o follow the absurd, contradictory no­
tions of the narrow/selfish and bigoted 
who have, and do now constitute the 
world’s obstructors? If we can . have 
nothing else save an orthodox praver, 
let us spare ourselves the Idle Words ut­
tered amiss, nnd do without the ser­
vices of any of the self-contained tutors 
to God, nt tbo opening of the National 
Association/ . •

. But .taw though finite; holds wltW

in Prayerful Meditation

Yes, I certainly think we should; in 
everything relating to the unliftment 
of the human race, to the benefit of 
ourselves, Individually, and for the 
elimination of adverse mental con­
ditions. I have no sympathy with the 
old stereotyped parrot-like orthodox 
prayers of the narrow-minded and big­
oted Christian. I do not believe that 
praying to a personal God, to invoke 
that God. to disturb the immutable 
laws of nature and humanity, is of any 
good. -• •

I believe in prayerful desire and 
affirmation, In meditation and contem­
plative silence. I not only believe, but 
1 know, from the testimony of‘thou­
sands who have written to me that In 
prayerful meditations, when conscien­
tiously exercised or carried out, there 
are many evident tangible results. En­
gagements in prayer, meditation or 
mental rumination, will bring relief to 
those physically afflicted or mentally 
distressed. - Appeals to the higher Di­
vinity or Infinite Law must reach the 
Intelligences aud Influences which are 
molding and sustaining the body, and 
through those connecting links which 
sympathetically bind man to God or 
law, a response will come. The desire 
or prayer, If it be of such a nature that 
its essence will assimilate in its contact 
with the higher links, must prove bene­
ficial; purifications of body and mind 
are involuntarily incited, find mental 
refinements ensue, and these produce 
tbelr ’good impress on both soul and 
body. The capacity of Deity in Infinite 
power Is boundless and unlimited. A 
man Is either limited or contracted in 
strict accordance with tbe relative 
ratio in his soul development Mun has 
not omniscience, nor is he omnipotent, 
but by virtue of his relationship and 
affinity to Infinite power, he possesses 
enormous latent powers, and these la­
tent powers and soul or astral forces 
come through silent prayer, contempla­
tion and meditation, but they must be 
projected in such a manner and form 
as to arouse the latent soul energy for 
responsive good. Projection of the 
mental forces can always be better ac­
complished under prayerful and med­
itative attitudes than In any other way; 
and mental projection simply means 
the sending, and the forcing (so to 
speak) of the Ego or Soul, forth to ac­
complish Whatever the will desires, or 
may command.

There Is no accident, or any such 
thing as chance, in this world, or in the 
worlds beyond; all external things, 
events, conditions and influences are 
the result of internal causes, and there 
are rules by which they can not only 
be forecasted and anticipated, but 
there are rules by which they can be 
overcome and set aside. We do not 
know all these rules, but experience 
has determined that very powerful in­
fluences are set in operation through 
prayer and meditation. I verily believe 
there is a great Central Force of intelli­
gence, power, presence and energy, 
which naturally knows all that was, is, 
and is to be..

The old Hermetic Adept taught that 
there are electrical, ethereal and non- 
materlal universes far grander, vaster, 
and more magnificent than • this sub­
lunary sphere of ours, with all its 
amazing splendors, its myriad galaxies 
jipd rain-storms of starry systems; and 
With all its inconceivable distances and 
stretch ot fathomless eternities. The 
old Adept also knew that prayer, or the 
“sincerest desire of the soul,” can 
touch the profoundest depths of 
Earth’s Centre, as well as reach the 
sublimest and loftiest heights of. astral 
systems; and somewhere between 
these two Immeasurable points, prayer 
will find its true response.

The old exalted Spiritual Masters 
were not ashamed of Aspirational 
worship, nor did they ever feel that 
meditative or prayerful exercises de­
graded their manhood; they felt, knew 
and realized fully the efficacy of sacred 
places and consecrated things, and they 
deemed that thg Spiritual must ever bo 
the completemeht to material science. 
There Is on Inspiration obtainable from 
the higher realms, far greater than the 
Inspiration derivable In common mor­
tality and adjoining spirit spheres. 
This higher Inspiration can be brought 
to man’s aid through bls prayer or 
spiritual desire.

The word prayer and the act of pray­
ing have been so degraded by the re­
ligious bigot and Christian hypocrite, 
that tbe word and act have been ridi­
culed. Prayer, should be more a sci­
entific action than a religious one. It 
Is an effort of the mind to relieve 
through the mind, the trials and trib­
ulations of humanity, and individuals 
in particular. It does not seek to dis­
turb or change any natural, physical, 
or spiritual law, but rather to bring 
into operation other laws which we fall 
to comprehend, but which we know 
from experience, will bring relief. It is 
the Light which “lightens our dark­
ness;” It Is the Spirit energy which 
stimulates our flagging souls.

Let us then pray within ourselves, 
that new knowledge and love, and 
light, will come to us. The sick man, 
or 'the “cast-away” may not pray (in 
the accepted sense of the word prayer), 
but there is always a desire for relief 
somewhere down deep in his soul, and 
that desire is tantamount to prayer. 
“The-prayers of the righteous (or truly 
consistent) availeth much.” Let us 
pray. GE.O, W. WALROND.

Denver, CoL •';
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himself the spiritual power, Inherited 
as the Son of the Father. If it Is not 
for him to bring the Infinite down to 
the measure dr mortal thought and ca­
price, he Is allowed to enter and dwell 
In the Father’s presence according to 
his capacity. He can desire, and earn­
estly voice'that desire to come Into the 
fullest peace, and. sweetest harmony 
with tho beloved, who have passed on 
before, into tbe enjoyment of spirit at­
tainment and communion. Further 
than this, he bas the privilege of seek­
ing to place himself in harmonious uni- 
son with God’s thought- The moment 
we attempt to do this, that moment all 
creation Is at our feet.

As believers in spirit return and the 
constant presence about usu)f their In­
visible entities as helpers and guides 
and instructors, it would spem that an 
invocation recognizing tbelr beloved 
presence, and earnestly desiring their 
Brooding protection through? the con­
vention, would be eminently proper.

In addition, it docs not seem errone­
ous to ask with all the power wo pos­
sess, that wc ourselves might recognize 
our own spirit condition, desiring and 
seeking peaceful, loving harmony, re­
sulting in our concurrence1 with bls' 
thought and laws. I believe such an 
effort and such thought current would- 
In no sense belittle the Supreme Intelli­
gence nor place man In a false light. 

“And praying strongly wo fulfill our 
prayers, .‘ . * ’ .

For rising up to Him we are Himself, • 
Aud grant that which wo ask of Him;

ourselves.”
^ ^ M. &

j Ban Francisco. Cai, • Vj

An Institution of Priestcraft
Many times has the question been 

propounded, Should Spiritualists begin 
their services with prayer?

From my standpoint us a Spiritualist 
I should say No.
I have been a medium for more than 

half a century. I have seen the most 
beautiful phenomena, and that too 
when alone. In my home (which In­
cludes only three persons; we have had 
phenomena that would delight tho phil­
osopher, the sago and the scientist.
I have seen my friends, f have con­

versed with them and they have, been 
my teachers. All of those years I have 
been studying the problem of life and 
making myself conversant with tho be­
yond. I get my mark and I have stead­
ily progressed until at .this writing I 
am qualified to ansiver the question 
truthfully. •
, As .a medium I did not go before the 
public. I wga a student with many 
problems to solve. My guide was a 
woman of twenty-four. She visited me 
In tbe evening two to four times a 
week. When I asked her a question, 
she would give me a problem to solve. 
I was always gratified to find that by 
solving tho problem I would discover 
the answer to my query. •

When I asked her who she was, she 
said: “You have set your mark high; 
you wish to know wbat you are and 
how you camo. When you reach the 
point for which you are aspiring I will 
tell ybu.” I have solved my problem 
and I know the name of my guide.

In answering the question. Should 
Spiritualists pray? I answer by asking 
these questions: What is Life? What 
is Virtue? What is Nature? Wbat, 
how or who and where Is Divinity? 
Those questions must be solved before 
an answer can be given, with the brand 
of Truth, whether wo should pray or 
not.

Prayer Is not natural. It is the pitiful 
moan of tho poor slave begging for 
mercy. It is an Institution of priest­
craft for tbe support of religion, and to 
sustain and maintain himself. The ty­
rant applying the lash while his poor 
victim prays for mercy. The king upon 
the throne commands, and his poor 
subjects do him homage by bowing 
down before him. Thus for more than 
half a million years has prayer been 
burned, ground and forced upon 
womankind, yea, into their very be­
ings.

The evils that beset us to-day are 
traceable to the priest, his religion, his 
creeds and prayers.

An American woman paid $10,000 to 
the Pope for the privilege of kissing his 
big toe. Millions more would do the 
same If they had the cash.

Prayer robs us of our liberty. It la 
degrading and degrades. It unfits 
women to .bring forth children of truth, 
freedom and liberty.'

The priest begot religion, he then be­
got prayer. This was the rivet that 
bound the race to the cold forms of re­
ligion and made slavery possible.

Religion and tbo canons of the 
church took the place of those Divine 
Virtues and robbed humanity of the 
right to think along any line except 
that of religion.

Divinity is not god. Prayer Is repul­
sive to Divinity. You can only ap­
proach Divinity by Spiritual Science 
attainments. This is done by the prac- 
_tlcing of principle and the supporting 
of the Divine Virtues and the Divine 
Arts.

The name of god is Mammon. Tho 
few who possess mammon are the 
gods. They live In the Indicative and 
Potential Moods and woe be to those 
who fall under their displeasure.

Spiritual Science supports Truth. 
Spiritualism Is the foundation of Spirit­
ual Science. The priest, his religion 
and prayer are the enemies of Science. 
They rob us of our reason and our 
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.

The priest has no principle, hence his 
religion and prayer aro without prin­
ciple. In the absence of principle, pro­
gression becomes evolution, predestina­
tion, the elevation of a few along life’s 
journey and the everlasting torment or 
oblivion for the rest.

Eternity haa but one code, that of 
Justice. Prayer is unknown, for idol­
atry cannot occupy a place in Eternity. 
When reason leads prayer and materi­
ality depart Prayer is girdled with 
passion, it leads to fanaticism. It Is 
the tiger in the jungle; the colled ser­
pent ever ready with deadly fangs to 
strike down the lovers of nature, the 
searchers after truth.

Prayer Is the dark and damnable 
shadow on the wall that has blighted 
tbe hopes and aspirations of many a 
mother and her babe.

Prayer prepares Its subjects for hell­
ish deeds. The pope aud his cardinals 
prayed, then anathematized Bruno and 
burned his body at the stake. Calvin 
prayed before and after his horrible 
crime, that of burning Servetus.

Drunken with prayer, those fiends 
shrieked with glee as they saw the 
flames lick up the flesh and blood of 
those two noble sons of liberty.

Prayer Is founded upon a He. It is 
the tool of a cunning and merciless 
priestcraft, and is no more a part of 
Spiritualism than is Calvin’^ Creed.

DR. GEORJEAN MILLER.
Latham, Ark.

Shall We All Unite in Prayer?
We find before us a printed letter, the 

Import of which is set forth by the title 
I have chosen. In the first place 1 
would say, It Is not my custom to pre­
face my lectures by oral prayer; it 
seems to me “out of place,”—yet trim ’ 
infancy I have prayed. Why? In the 
first place, I was taught to pray, and iu 
the second place, I sense about me 
something that leads me to pray. I do 
not, however, think to change any of 
the laws of- tho uni ver se by praying. 1 
sense natural laws governing all the 
phenomena of nature's material as­
pects, consequently It would be to me 
wasted energy, to say the least, If I im­
plored any Deity to Interrupt the cos­
mic operations by which all things In 
nature are.

But on tho other hand, do we' find 
anything In our customs as a race, that 
does not have both a reason and a jus­
tification for what is commonly callee 
Hu religious act?” Superstitions of 
course we know cluster around every 
truth of soul In man, and too, they 
often take upon themselves all the au­
thority of truth Itself, and hold that au­
thority until some bold thinker dares 
to defy; then the superstition crumbles, 
and eventually disappears, leaving only 
truth, for truth Is an eternal principle, 
and bannot be overthrown.

The ancients discovered a flower of 
intelligence influencing them strangely: 
they called it “Od”—queer or strange; It 
Is the word “od,” (spelled in English 
odd) that In the transmutatons of lam 
guage Is now spelled god, with a big Gj 
It was an unknown power, and like all 
unknown powers of mind, lu fact In all

1 • ’^^j&i# ’;V. ;l^ '.C*'^:i);
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Truth and Light Are the Soul’s 
Aspirations.

The question how before our spiritual 
societies and thinkers, whether we 
shall open our public spiritual meetings 
with an invocation or prayer, seems 
hardly worth consideration In the light 
of spiritual truth, since all truth and 
light are really tbe soul’s aspirations 
and whether silent or orally expressed, 
lead gently towards the revelation of 
divine law. God, Omniscience, or the 
Over-Soul as Emerson beautifully ex­
presses It is tho sacred door-way to 
man’s Inner conscience, where the in­
cense of divine love ever flows, kind­
ling the fires of genius.

Tbe Inner man or soul Is the rovelator’ 
of spiritual truth, and Its fires burn the 
dross of matter until its vision Is clear 
and Christllke.

• Among the world’s scholars and lead­
ers whose lives are moat Impressed on 
tho hearts of men, have n&pen those 
whose thoughts were freighted with 
acts of love and charity. Tho wisdom 
of the Intellect alone is not wisdom, 
since it lacks that subtile fire and 
warmth which is the basis of all virtue 
and nobility. Prayer cannot change 
tho laws of nature or being, but it is 
the enveloping of all that Is pure, fra­
ternal and humanitarian in man, and 
exalts him. to the.companionship of the 
angels, and calls forth a corresponding" 
response In his soul for good, from tho 
imperfect to tho perfect. .Lot, then, 
prayer, oral and silent, at our public 
meetings rise . on tho wings ’ of 
lovo from every heart, breathing, tho 
incense of healing to lift the weight of 
wrong that hangs heavy over our, be­
nighted earth, to dispel evils and 
wrongs, and from ignorance and. de­
spair may come gladness that carries 
God with it—the Impersonal perfect 
principle seen in man and Nature. ::

' > ? BISHOP. A BEALS. I

nature, It' was worshiped superstitious- z . 
ly—ignorantlyr-and to It was ascribed 
all pavers. There was the great mis- 
taker?or no one power of mind or of 
matter has all power. But ignorance 
does not know this fact, aud hence the 
world of man who became worshipers 
of this unknown power was indignant 
if anyone called this God-power of • 
mind in question, or even attempted to 
account for It—Jit was “super-natural!” 
We of to-day understand, however, 
that nowhere in tlie universe Is there 
existent a supernatural thing, or being 
of life; everything is some manifesta­
tion of nature, even though it has no in­
telligence, such as we accord to life.

I am no worshiper of the “unknown;” 
nor have I any reverence for the word 
“unknowable;” such Is my faith In hu­
manity as a whole, that it offends me if .. 
one says of any phenomenon, It is un­
knowable; for we will find It out, give 
us time—we will conquer every st^ret 
of nature, in time. Our Fathers of In­
dia wero content at first with tlieir no­
tice of effects; the cause of the effects 
they wero not able to tell, hence they 
prayed to tho Od-Unknown for centu­
ries, and ascribed to all power. The 
sages of Egypt, though, were not con­
tent Investigation at last satisfied 
them that this Od-power of mind that 
Impressed them was a spirit power (to 
use our present phraseology), and they 
taught tho .people that “God” was a 
prince or. priest of the land, who gov­
erned by bls will, their human affairs. • 
So, too, they gave rise to the conceit 
that every household was presided over •• 
by “one of the house”; that is, by a 
Spirit-who was once tbelr relative, go 

they had their national Gods,•and their 
household Gods—set up idols to person­
ate them; or act as the machine of their ' 
worship. “Od” was then known, at 

least In part, and a prayer for help, for 
wisdom or for healing, was not unrea­
sonable, even though they Ignorantly 
asked for unreasonable things.

But In time superstition seized upon 
this now apparent truth of the Od, and 
all tbo dread consequences of supersti­
tion were. Wo may not allow Reason 
to bow before Superstition and expect 
uplift; no, the very truth we hold ignor­
antly, eventually becomes a stone to 
drag us down. An effort was made, 
however, to elevate religion without ex­
posing God (or spirits) to the people, by 
one of the Egyptian priesthood. One 
who at one time was the principal me­
dium of their mysteries; and In the in- 
t&est of truth alone, I write this of 
Moses, the so-called Law-giver of Is­
rael. To give him credit, I would ac­
knowledge him to be one of ” the best 
men of his times, notwithstanding the 
fact that today we woul&not follow 
him, much less endorse his methods of 
Instruction; though perhaps we blame 
him for what was taught In his name 
after bls decease. But to him I owe 
this truta discovered, that our “spirits” 
are not all of them divine—I. a, Intelli­
gent enough, or good enough to guide 
us, though they may help us—some­
times. He taught spirituality, but hid 
personality, and there was his great 
mistake; for had he taught personality 
to the people, as well as spirituality, 
Od, or God, would not have become 
again the unknown—but as the un­
known was revived superstition as of 
old, and the ascription of “All Power;” 
whereas we know, ns I said, no one or 
one body of men (or spirits) has or ever 
can have all-power, even in tho realm 
of mind or control of matters; hence 
foolish prayers aro everywhere, and, 
too, even the knowledge of the Egypt­
ians is ignored, and- people pray for 
rain, pray for miracle! Yes, and we 
call their praying religious! I have no 
use for such praying; nor for public 
prayers; for these public prayers in­
stinctively resuscitate the superstitious 
idea of Od (or God) that held tothe all­
power thought of Deity. I say this 
thoughtfully, for I know that until that 
idea Is eradicated from the mind of the 
people, wo will find them foolishly pray­
ing to the unknown God-power, and of 
course to tbelr own hurt, for when one 
believes in miracles to do for him. he 
neglects self-help and loses more than 
he gains, even if at times he has a gain.

But we of this National Association 
of Spiritualists* do we not know that 
our friends live in spirit forms? Were 
they in physical forms, we would ask 
them to help us in time of need—and if 
so, why not ask’ them now? I do not 
see the unreasonableness of this, If it is 
unreasonable! Besides, I own to faith 

^n them, that they often do help, by in­
spiring our fellow-mortals to do for us; 
or In response to our asking they en­
lighten us, so that we can better do for 
ourselves; so when I would pray, I en­
ter Into silent rapport! I voice in si­
lence my prayer to those In spirit form 
—then go forward as best X can. But 
mY prayer Is not for rain, not for mir­
acle, it 1b as one talkoth face to face 
with his friend, his present helper* : / 
Pardon me, if I hurt you, when, O 

•churchman, I exposed your Idol’s trap- . 
pings, for you will not be by me de­
prived of prayer’s solace—I pray; I per- - 
sonify all spirit forces by the old name . ’ 
Or God (or Od rather, for that Is the root
.word), but I do not pray to auy un­
known Deity, nor would I lead you to. • 
Seek to know; to understand for your­
self, ns I did. Lot us put away public 
prayers, prayers of ceremony; but nona 
tbe loss, let us prny!
It wag suggested In this letter , to ■ 

which I referred, that I name a person 
for president of tlie N, S. A. I have no*
Mimo to give—our • present president 
has served long and well; If he retires* 
choose ono well known and lionoral by 
the people, as ho has been, and I ami 

p & J^catififled.

<•■ 1



!i;7®

___oct is, m^

OfiLTEK LYNN
the; eminent

Healer and J
®®w
our QW i^o$/jM^ conscience. It 
makes us (naves. - \It destroys our in-

.^-^>^^.f.# *•{<»»*-5*r^.^,^^

;1W

OUR MO'T'FO
To Do All the Good We Can.
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DR G. EJIfUKINS,
The Noted Chronist,

Will on October 16, open his new Bos­
ton office, at 1087 Boydston street, 
where he will be pleased to meet all 
who may call betweA. the hours of 10 
a. m. and 2 p. m. The wonderful work 
in healing the sick that Dr. Watkins Is 
accomplishing Is indeed most astound­
ing; his patients live to testify to his 
wonderful powers as a healer. For the 
last year bis work has been most won-, 
derf ul." He says himself that his cures 
this year have been more than ever be­
fore In numbers, us lie confined himself 
to only SO new patients a month. Dr. 
Watkins attends personally to each 
case, and therefore he can do * better 
work than if be' bad a great many as­
sistants; no staff of visible helpers are 
in his office to annoy and suggest this 
and. that. He knows ’what is the 
trouble with each patient, and knows 
the right specific to give. He prepares 
and puts up all of his medicine, and has 
no help In bls medical treatments that is 
visible ’help. Write him to-day, and by 
return mall you will receive the diag­
nose. . No charge made for diagnosing 
your case. Send age, se^ and leading

nate sense of right It inducts? a repu­
diation of personal responsibility 7 and 
paves the way to all forms of brutality 
gnd savagery. The history of Chris­
tianity is a luminous inuntratSon,.

The foregoing reasons are simple, $s 
it seems to me, a^aiu&A' prayer - auX' 
"’here. and. especially at Hie national 
gutherint; of Spiritualists at Washing­
ton.

I am asked to make any suggestion 
that will promote the welfare of the N. 
8. A. I will suggest that praying be 
left to individuals in their- own pri­
vacy, That the “Infinite Intelligence” 
creed be omitted, and all allusions to 
the-Gods be left out of the declaration.. 
That a simple affirmation that Modern 
Spiritualism Is the science ambpMIoao- 
phy of life be substituted for the “Infi­
nite Intelligence” clause. WltlFno ob­
jection to Brother Barrett, I nominate 
Pref. W. M. Lock wood as an able and 
experienced man for that position. For 
years, he was the president of the Wis- 
cou$lp State Association. J ..

J. S. LOVELAND.

SHALL WE INVOKE AID?
Or Shall We Run the Whole 

Business?

symptom 0. E. BATH, M’gr.

gi©K I
-------IF SO-------

Does Your Doctor Understand
Your Case?

Are You Getting Better?
If you. are not getting bettor write today to 

Dr. C. E. WATKINS, Boston, Mass., and write 
him just your condition financially, and he will 
make his price for treatment within your reach, 
He is treating a great many oases free; others 
he charges a light fee.

He makes no charge whatever for

Diagnosis.

li You Arc SIGH
Why not write him today, and no 
matter who lias failed to help you, 
to consult him OSTS NOTHING.

Try DR. WATKINS.
Let him diagnose your case, and then it will 

help you to decide who knows best what Ik the 
matter with you. Send all letters to 1087 Boy Is- 

- ton St., Boston, Mass.

PURE NATURALISM
Shall the N. S. A. Be Opened

with Prayer?

No! 
utter 
fro;n

Why? 1. 
failure In 
any God.

Because prayer Is an 
securing any answer 
There Is no prayer-

hearing, or answering God.
2. Because Spiritualism is pure nat­

uralism, and the very idea of prayer is 
supplication to a Supernatural Being; 
and Implies miraculous Interposition on 
bls part In our behalf. Prayer is wor­
ship. It is humiliation. It is the abne­
gation of mail’s selfhood before a sub­
jective Ideal objectified Into an unreal, 
imaginary bding. Is it assumed by 
some that they only invoke departed 
spirits ond not the gods? This is a 
mere pretense. They all get in the 
Theo and Thou of ^the old-time prayer. 
But Invocation of spirits is real idola­
try. It Is doing just what Christianity 
has done. It has Deified a man (Jesus) 
and a Ghost and worships them. Some 
imitative, professed. Spiritualists are 
deifying a great many Ghosts, and ren­
dering them delfic honors and worship 
by prayer. This is an utter repudia­
tion of genuine Spiritualism.
.The first Spiritualist meetings never 

were opened with prayer. The first I 
ever knew of such a practice was intro- 

. duced by Judge Edmonds, who took 
• • around a Dr. Dexter to do the praying.

When rallied by some of his liberal 
friends, the Judge replied: “I tell you 
what it is, prayer Is a devilish good 
thing.” I haven’t a shadow of a doubt 
that not a few platform invokers pray 

, there for precisely the same reason 
given by the Judge.

8. I think It is generally downright 
hypocrisy. Do these persons pray In 
secret? I doubt It. Do they believe to 
a personal Deity? Most of them will 

- tell you they do not Why pray stand- 
. Ing on the platform? Is It for the same 

reason as of the Pharisees? I can see 
,. no other. For persons like Mrs. Rich- 

monO and Dr. Peebles, who believe in a 
God, to offer prayers to their own 
meetings Is eminently rfgbt and proper, 
and Prospect them fife so doing; but 
for these who do not thus believe they 

■ can be classed only as Pharisees. And, 
' if tlio National Association puts them 

on its platform to pray, it will simply 
endorse Pharisaic hypocrisy,

4. It is a cringing toadying to church 
BUlierstitfon for the sake of acquiring a 

‘ Rhnndlng V? <We of ^‘^ denomina­
tions ” ’Already, some of our writers 
are terming us “a sect” And the es­
tablishment of prayer on the platform, 
especially at the opening of the N. S. 
A., will be a long step toward Impress­
ing tlio general public with ftp convic- 

Issa* A^ “t 
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contending for, the civic honors which 
popular supersHt™ accords .to sects; 
Instead- of Spreading the tbal doctrine 
of Modern Spiritual Is in.' '

5. Because, the only rational nrgu- 
, went used in favor of public prayers or 

■ invocations is the most potent- one 
. ugnlnst the practice. Of course, they 

Bay, prayer docs not affect the gods in- 
tfuclifg them to answer, bnt'lt hn? a re- 

. flex influence upon wk -.That Is emphat­
ically true. It doos have sfich influence. 
It 'either makes consummate tliypo- 

’ ®rii«h or grovelling yleldera up’of man-

To the Editor:—To pray or jiot to 
pray, that is the question. Your query, 
“Shall we unite In prayer?” , suggests a 
train of thoughts opposing to the sys­
tematic organised effort to continue the 
religious policy of the National Spirit­
ual organization, which in turn Influ­
ences all assembled bodies under the 
name of Spiritualism.
' Thore is a strong pressure brought to 
bear against all tendency to conduct 
our meetings as religious bodies.

The fear of extreme crystallization 
and narrowing, down to dogmatic prac­
tices and customs Is probably responsi­
ble for tills fretting on the part of a 
few who seem to be willing to * drift 
Into absolute lawlessness,any where but 
into any form of government,

Some thoughtful-Spiritualists have 
suggested that possibly the “decline of 
Spiritualism” was due to this extreme 
Individualized class, rather than the so- 
called fraudulent mediums.

Be that as It may, we are certainly a 
partial failure as a philanthropic, edu­
cative or religious body; and the cause 
may be traced directly to the element 
that will not mix; that refuses to be 
discipined, or responsible for anything 
pertaining to the organize lion beyond 
the one present meeting.

This breeds disrespect, Indifference 
and disloyally to the cause; shiftless­
ness, mental laziness and spiritual pau­
perism.

Should we invoke aid? Why not? If 
your child wants broad and butter, 
should he be adverse io asking for it?

Why do you invoke the aid of tho fire­
men, policemen and the courts of jus­
tice? /: . .; ?-; - . ,■ : •/-<—• ' ■

Is It beneath us to own that we are a 
little smaller and weaker than the 
power or force which placed us here, 
and from which we draw our suste­
nance?

Our invocation need not Imply a per-, 
sonal God. If a man upon the pintform 
frequently refers to his “guides” dur­
ing his address, does he not admit that 
he is subject to their power or to some 
force beyond himself?

Is it not absurd for Spiritualists who 

for half a century have qonstnnlly 1^ 
feared to the “spirit world” as instruct­
ing, controlling and guiding them, to 
now solemnly object to any admission 
of the superiority of spirit power, when’ 
about to open so important a gathering 
as the National Spiritualists Associa­
tion in Its annual deliberations?

Shall we disown our supposed teach­
ers? How much more do we have to 
retrograde to become totally lawless 
and a set of tramps? When and to 
whom will the public go for Informa­
tion as to our status and value, IL we 
are to have no head, no form of govern­
ment from the other world or in. this?

The effect of this restless, godless el­
ement was seen In the deliberations of 
the recent California .State convention.

How much more disorganized Is it 
necessary to become an anarchist?

Having some kind of a government 
and official representative has estab­
lished Spiritualism ns a body of people 
with religious and philanthropic mo­
tives and objects. It has suggested to 
the public that the Spiritualist believes 
In doing something besides attending 
dark seances..
It has convinced thousands that we 

are to be respected as a law-abiding, 
sensible people.

Our president has done much to es­
tablish all these opinions, end settle 
public sentiment In our favor, both so­
cially, Intellectually and legally. Oould 
any other man—and will any other man 
do better

I think No! answers this query. I 
Invoke the direction and guidance of 
the official head of our organization 
when I need it even as I invoke the an­
gel world and all the invisible powers 
when I.attempt to give to the people 
the knowledge, beneficial to the world 
and to the cause of Spiritualism.

I therefore shall vote for order, law, 
organization, invocation and Harrison 
D. Barrett for the ensuing year.

GEORGE F. PERKINS.
Oakland, Cal.

TJie Combination Oli Cure for 
Cancer.

Has the endorsement of the highest 
medical authority. in the world. It 
would seem strange indeed If persons 
afflicted with cancers and tumors, after 
knowing the facts, would resort to the 
dreaded knife and burning .plaster, 
which have heretofore been ■ attended 
with such fatal^results^The fact that 
In the last six years over one hundred 
doctors have put themselves under this 
mild treatment shows their confidence 
in the new method of treating those 
horrible diseases. Persons afflicted will 
do well to send for free book giving par­
ticulars and prices of Oil. Address Dr. 
W. O. Bye, Drawer 1111, Kansas City, 
Mo.

A Lecture Course at the College 
; of Fine Forces

Will be 
Babbitt,

gIW» by the Dean, Dr. E. D. 
to commence on Nov. 5. The

remarkable system of Sun Healing, 
Magnetic, Mental and other great natu­
ral methods taught at this college,' are 
going into various parts of the world. 
A club of judges, lawyers, and scien­
tists ot Soatliorh India have contrib­
uted $800 to pay the passage to' and 
from their country, of a student of this 
college, Dr. Emily NtobkS who is now 
In India healing'cases that were consid­
ered hopeless, ' and Jeeturlng on the 

;wonders olXChronwpnthy/ Those wish­
ing further'information can- address 

^Dr. Babbitt, 01 North Second street, 
San Jose, Cal. • _ • ’ .

“The Light of Egypt.” Volumes 1 and 
2.: Au occult library'In Itself,1 a text­
book of esoteric knowledge as taught 
by Adepts' of Hermetic:' Philosophy. 
Price $2 per volume. For sale at this 
office. . /• . .?.'•.■
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Has Originated a Method Which Cures Chronic Diteases Formerly

Thought Incurable

“The Psychic Science in the Art of Healing,”
A Book By Dr. Peebles, Free to Those Who Send For It.

Dr. J. M. Peebles, known as the "Grand Old terlous.but simply a line of suggestion. Thia
Man of Battle Creek, Mich.,” has made a scien­
tific discovery in the line of curing so-called in­
curable and chronic diseases which has done
more towards the alleviation 
of human’ misery and pain 
than has any theory known 
to science.. As Dr. Peebles is 
a gentleman of renown and 
consequence, hie discovery 
means much to those suffering 
from diseases that have here­
tofore baffled the medical 
profession. Dr. Peebles, it 
will be remembered, was 
United States Consul to Tur­
key, and was appointed rep­
resentative abroad by the Na-
tional Arbitration League of m 
America to the International W 
Peace Commission of Europe, v 
He has also been honored by • * 
being made a member of the 
Psychological Association of 
London, England, a fellow of 
the Academy of Art and Sci­
ences, Naples, Italy, a mem-

grand science he combines with medicines made 
of pure herbs and vegetables which ar^ com­
pounded In bls own laboratory at Battle Creek,

Mrs. Or. Dobson-Barker,
Who L bo widely known as one of the 

many

SPIRITUAL ffiMS,
S|iEH*S

Successfully Mil
And Cured

Thousands of Patients.
win niaffnoso Your Caso

..Th® ^‘f^S1*^ °* *M* Ooilcap represent four coo tluenU, and many pf. them aro physician*, xocdlo*' 
professor#, or clergymen. Hud&ou Tuttle. cUo we» 
known author, calls thia college “Zu institute ®* rofluod therapeutic#, which is fast becoaifngof world­wide fame, ami attracting students from ipauy coun­tries. It builds ou oSatt science, and Includes tho magnetic, electric, chemical, solar, aud spiritual 
forces Which underlie ertsy thing. It# course edu hot 
taken at home, and u diploma conferring the Hile of 
D. M. (Doctor of MagnaHco) granted.'’ fiend &Urup 
for cM&lPguo.

A cheaper and simpler ACADKMI0 COURSE has 
been established fur thoco who do not wish to take 
tho more elaborate COLLEGE COURSE. It covers 
new find beautiful methods of Nature, which are 
powerful to heal aud upbuild. Address E. D. BAB- 

BITT, M. D„ LL P- P^ w Norlb s’c0“ 6 '® " 
JwtCillWi. _^—-^—"

DR. J. S. LOUCKS
Is the olden end moat successful Spiritual Physician 

now in practice. His cure# are
the MOST MARVELOUS

ofthtswe- Hisand free to all who send him ^“‘^f^iJ’t BBk fQI 
Sf hair, and six W?^ ^
uuy leading symptom. A CWVOJW uvw 
any, Addicts

J. 8. LOUCKS, M. D„
fitouebaw, Mass.

Gifted Psychic.(
.heaeth RESTORED.

By Common Sense Methods.

Fertile Cm of Mil 
and Physical Ailments.

OBSESSION CURED

For Free Diagnosis of disease, 

send five two-cent stun# Wi name, 
sex and own handwriting,

REQUIREMENTS:
• Lock of hair, age, sex, one leading 
symptom, ’ full name, three 2-cent 
•tamps and plain {Jill addreas.

SEND TO

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker,
Box 182. SAN JOSE, CAL.

• Are You SittiniHfrr Development?
FOCO MAGNET tbit aid# Cbu develop- 
incut Ofjncdiuiiishlp. Bond 60 eta. lu atampH aud try 
ono. Address Df. T. Wilkins, 54 N 62nd avc.,-Chicago

READINGS AND BUSINESS AD-

VICE, by mall, 11.00 and two stamps.. PHENOMENAL mediums.
Independent state and paper writings dally.

Spirit Portrait Work ^ Specialty.
Scad stamp for booklet.

?M W. Adams St. Coa. Wood, 
Phono “Ashland 1912” - Chicago, Ill.

Mtoh., and he has pro veg.be­
yond a doubt that, this com­
bination is the strongest cur­
ative agency known to man, 
for the total number of cures 
made by this remark able man 
reaches many thousands. No 
matter at what distance you 
may live (for this is positive­
ly a home treatment),, .or 
what your disease may be; 
nor how many have termed 
it incurable, write to this em­
inent physician and his corps 
of assistants, stating your 
leading symptoms, and you 
will receive without any cost 
to you a diagnosis of your 
case, as well as a book, ‘’Psy­
chic Science in the Art of 
Healing,” which is a valuable 
book written by Dr. J. M. 
Peebles. Sit down and write

Address 1513 Franklin St., 
Oaklandi Uall

ber of the Victoria Institute u. w
of Great Britain, as well as ‘The Grund bldI Mono! Batik Creek,Mich’ to-day, as It costs you abso-

DR. J. M. PEEBLES

many institutions of learning and science In this lately nothing to get full Information, together 
country, Dr. Peebles' discovery consists of the with convincing tostinionlMs from men and wo- 
fact that he has done away with drastic and meniwho were ‘cured through this marvelous 
poisonous drugs, and he has discovered and
aud originated a grand science known as the what your disease may be, there Is hope for you 
“Psychic Treatment,” which is in no way mys- In this grand science.

Address DR. PEEBLES’Institute of Health,
- Battle Creek, Mich.

Certainly; Why Not?
Shall the N. S. A. be opened with 

prayer? .
Certainly; why not? “Let us pray.” 

Because: • _' : ;
“Prayer Is the soul’s sincere desire, 

Uttered, or unexpressed;
The motion of a bidden fire, 

That trembles in the breast.
Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice, 

Returning from -his ways;
While angels In their songs rejoice, 

Aud cry, Behold, be prays.”

Can anybody object to this fervent 
desire? this penitent petition? Or can 
anybody object to Its audible expres­
sion by one who leads, wlille the others 
join? Prayer is not mere words, re­
member; nor any form of words. You. 
do not pray because you say^he Lord’s 
Prayer; you pray only when you mean 
It. If the N. 8. A. were to join in it, 
and really meant It, would it not be a 
beautiful tiling; an uplifting thing; a 
purifying thing?

(2) Prayer is naturaMo natural 
that all the fool philosophers who shall 
ever talk, and all the laws that can 
ever bo made will never suppress it 
A three-ycurs’ child went into tho 
woods, and saw some wild varmint. 
He told us about It the next day. “I 
tell you I was sheered,” said he; “and 
I just called Daddy. I knowed Daddy 
was gone to town (eighth miles awayj,

broken; but If it fall upon him, it will 
grind him to powder. The old Quaker’s 
religion -would not suffer him to hurt 
anybody; but when a thief was in his 
hen-house, he ran out with his gun, and 
pointing It directly at the miscreant, 
shouted, "I is going to shoot where ,thee 
is, and if thee don’t want to get hurt,
thee better get out of the 
thief could not change the

wajk” The 
direction of

the gun, but lie could change his own 
position; which would do just as well. 
We cannot change the direction of 
God’s laws; but We can get into such 
relation to them that we shall say 
sweetly, “All things work together for 
good to them that love God.” Thou­
sands have said it, and that in their 
very darkest hour. • So mote it be. 
“Let us pray.”

J. young mcfarland. 
Chicago, Ill.

Prayer a Waste of Time.
J^am not opposed to the fact, princi­

ple or practice of grayer or Invocation

but I just called Daddy anyhow.” The 
very men who know, or think they 
know, that answer to prayer is impos­
sible, will presently be heard calling 
lustily to God out of the earthquake or 
the hurricane. Dependent beings we 
all are, and helpless; and naturally we 
fly to the Independent, the Supreme, 
the Absolute, which sways all.

(3) Prayer has been honored always, 
everywhere, and by all peoples. The 
touchstone of truth, says Vincenti us, Is 
Quod’ semper, quod ubique, .quod ab 
omnibus; and Herbert Spencer, an­
nouncing this as the First Principle of 
his First Principles, declares the uni­
versal belief of mankind concerning'a 
principle cannot be wholly in error; 
that “what, always, everywhere, and 
by all men” has been held to be true, 
cannot be wholly false. But men have 
never been better agreed as to anything 
than as to the efficacy of prayer; and If 
it does not stop the pestilence, or end 
the drought, or raise the dead, it at 
least accomplishes something worth 
accomplishing, or Herbert Spencer’s 
First Principle is false.

(4) Prayer has been honored by 
nearly, or quite, every great man whose 
name and Influence have come down 
the ages—Moses, Zoroapter, Buddha, 
Jesus of Nazareth, Mohammed, and all 
the rest Tho men of no God, or,110 
prayer, have rarely been conspicuous 
for the good they have wrought Shall 
We run in the teeth of universal con- 

scorn the grandest names H Arning and intolerable
Mlf^S' A man who could deride 

the opinion of 80,000,000 of people, 
murdered, a few days ago, the Presi­
dent of the United States.

(5) Prayer does not change God, nor 
suspend any natural law. If it did, I 
for one, would be opposed to it We 
would be in mortal terror of a God who 
could be swayed by a creature, to this 
or that, which, otherwise, he would not 
have done. According to Scripture, 
there Is with God “no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.” Such a 
God can be depended on; and because 
prayer cannot do mischief, I say, there­
fore, “Let us pray.”

(0) But prayer does change us. It Is 
both cause and effect. If our ’hearts are 
right, we can say, “Hallowed by thy 
name; they kingdom come; thy will be 
done.” If we try to say such words 
earnestly,' soul fully, we thereby • are 
pulled towards the time and the con­
dition when we shall say them spon­
taneously. They are a good soul-test 
too; and If we cannot say them, there 
Is something rotten,

No need to change God; it is quite 
enough that prayer should change us. 
The very spirit which it Implies brings 
uq into,new relation to the Supreme 
Power. If you want something out of 
a barrel, you must get to the side where 
tho faucet ist We meet in spirit seance 
and get nothing, because relations are 
not right. We meet again In different 
relations, nnd results are wonderful. 
Praying men—not people who mumble 
Words or count rosaries—occupy such a 
relation to. God that they are coin- 
forted, strengthened, made “pure by 
being purely shone upon.” They tap. 
the reservoir of tho Infinite; and, 
further on, exclaim, “By my. God have 
I ruV through a1 troop, or leaped over a 
wall.” •

! No need to change God; but our 
change of relation to him may mean 
’for, us life or death. He io that rock, 
fipdri which, if a xna# full, he shall be

OCCULT. BOOKS »0^^
.free. capt. Geo. WMrond, Opera House, Denver, Col.

MRS. MAGGIE WAITE.
Reeding by malL #1.06. BuainoM advice a ipocltlcy, 

2882 A Olive at., St. Louin, Mo,

Card from Annie Lord Chamber­
lain.

Dear frlcndi, you can greatly help me care for iny 
blind elater. Jennie L. Webb, one of tho earlteal me­
dium# now In the form, by writing a letter to a spirit 
friend. Bend it to me with #1, nnd I will try and get 
reply by Independent writing or whisper#. Address 
Annie Lord Chamberlain, Milford, Maas. b8Hf

DON’T READ THIS.
Frahcea L. Loucka, the only psychic wonder living, 

that uses the #piritual X-ray without any lending 
aymptom to direct, and locates nil Internal diseases. 
A trial will convince you. Nervous exhaustion and 
lost vigor of both sexes successfully treated, as hun­
dreds can testify. Bond name, age, sex, complexion 
and ton cents In stamps, and receive a correct dlagno- 
ala of your caao free, worth dollars to you. Address,

FRANCES L. LOUCKS,
85 Warren street, Stoneham. Mais.

NEW DREAM BOOK.
1,000 Dreams aud their Interpretation; price. 25 

cent#; «nt by mall on receipt of price, In coin or 
stamps. Address DR. It. GREER. May wood, Hl. 55 tit

Q F. DeWOLF, slate writer and test me- 
diutn. Circles, Sundays and Thursdays at 2:JN p. 

in. 169 Winchester avenue, Van Buren or Madhon
street cars. $23

Beautiful psychic poems, given by spir- 
It power, on any subject chosen by reader, also 

a full/ending Included, for #1.oj Address “The Two 
Psychics," box I8l Spiing Hill, Kans. 622

CB. FIGUER9. SPIRITUAL READINGS BY
• mall #1.00. No fortune tolling. 330 1’oatl at., 

Cleveland, O. 624

HW. SINCLAIR, THE BLIND MEDIUM WILL
• read tli« p»#t, present and futuru. Gives names 

and date#. Ho foretell# your succcea lu business. 
Bend date of birth and #1.00. 419 Weal avo., Jackson,
Mich. 622

YOUR FUTURE FREE,
With horoscope. Reading# at so per cent below reg­
ular price#. Bend birth duto and 23 cis. for U.lQ 
“Te#t Horoscope." “CLA1RADT." Boy o >
cu#e, N. Y.

In Its true province. Any:prayer ad­
dressed to a Deity is a vain and useless 
thing, a waste of time, thought and ef-
fort A prayer to a particular God 
(spelled with a capital G) or son of a 
God, or any number of gods, is utterly 
futile and of bo more value than prayer 
to a stick, , a stone or a snake. . Such 
prayers.are wrong because they occupy 
the mind with unreal, imaginary 
thoughts which are a damage to the 
mind.

The farce and folly of prayers to a 
God were well illustrated In. the mill­
ions of prayers that went up to Jeho­
vah for President McKinley. Didn’t he 
act real mean in. refusing to answer 
those prayers? It is to be hoped that 
this lesson will teach some folks the 
folly of prayers to an unknown, imag­
inary Deity.

If the N. S. A. contemplate the offer­
ing of prayers to any God, or son of a 
God, or anything in the shape of a god, 
I advise them not to do it If they 
want to Invoke the favor, help or guid­
ance of spirit friends, guides or angels, 
that is ail right We may properly 
pray to spirits or celestial hierarchies 
With good results/Yes. we can Pray 
to supreme powers-to ^lvllie’®p tUfl 
powers, laws, forces, beings above and 
around us. Prayer has another mean­
ing besides petition or the asking of fa­
vors—it also includes praise, thanksgiv­
ing, spirit union and communion.

The ridiculous farce of prayer to a 
Deity has led some of our people to the 
extreme of opposing all prayers and In­
vocations. 1 think they <are wrong In 
this. If Spiritualists will quit the habit 
of praying to the mythical gods of The­
ism, there will be little trouble on that 
subject

People have received answers to thou­
sands of prayers, but no god ever an­
swered a prayer. Prayers ore heard 
and frequently answered by spiritual 
powers, laws and beings that constant­
ly surround each.human being; but the 
fault of many is the ascribing of such 

answers to a particular God. They only 
believe that, without proof or any tan­
gible evidence. So long as Spiritual­
ists repeat in their invocations the old 
false ideas of theology and supersti­
tion, there ought to- be and there will 
be dlssatlsfaction and. objection. The 
thing is irreconcilably with Splrltual-
ism.

Summerland, Cat .
A. fi. NICHOLAS.

DO YOU NEE® SPECTACLES ?
.Try Poole’s perfected Melted -Pebble 

tense, a perfect a'ssteteait .to the eyes for 
near and far vIbIob. .They Induce a re­
newed action of lh^ nerves, muscles 
and blood-vessels atari) a. return of nat­
ural vigor, to the ay^s; My method of 
fitting Is by spiritipqwer and clairvoy­
ance. Please wrltel for illustrated cir­
cular showing-' styles olid prices. I 
guarantee to fit yeur qyes and please 
you, Address ' -/ B. F. POOLE,

43 EvanstoivAve.,'. Chicago, III

B. F. Poole, 48 Evanston Avenue, Chi­
cago, Ill.—Dear Sir: Received spectacles 
by mall. They; are just what I wanted 
Could not have fibon fitted better if I 
bad; been there .In person. - Yours very 
tnlly, ' : MRS.L. A, SKINNEQ. 
■ Madison, Wis. '

■-----------------^-^^------------------ ....

■ The above Is the number of the pres­
ent Issue of The Progressive Thinker, 
ns printed at tho top of tho first page, 
right, hand corner. If this number cor- 
responds with the figures on your wrap­
per, then the time you have.paid for has 
expired, and you are requested to renew 
your subscription. This number at tho 
right hand corner df the first page la ad­
vanced each week, HliowlngJne number 
of PiogreRnlvo'Thinkers Issued up to 
date. Keep watch of the number on 
the tag of your wrapper^ . : .

The Art of Attainment 
taught by mail. A scientific system of 
practical self-culture which unfolds la­
tent gifts and develops body and mind to 
the highest possible degree of excel­
lence. Valuable literature free.

Uriel Buchanan, Dept, P. T„ 
Box 210. Chicago, Hl.

THE MEDIUM’S GUIDE.
BY M. THERESA ALLEN.

Given Inspirationally In 21 clearly defined lessons, de- 
signed for a text book lu medluuublp. Bead 30c. to

□ . M. & M. T. ALLEN,
Springfield, Mo., and obtain a eopy.

The Great Fad of Our Thnei

OCCULTISM REVEALED.
High claw books on Astrology.Taluililry, etc ’ 

Bale or rent at less than one-half unual price#, 
your wants aud write free price HU to

Ml J. U. MARTIN, Whiting. Ind.

How to Develop the fl™* unfold your 
Best Within You... “m. i»l""^^ 
sense wuy. Two pamphlets on the subject with the 
delineation of phases of mediumship If desired. All 
for 25 eta. Address Mrs. J. A. BLISS, 3282 Lydia 
ave., Kansas City, Mo.

THE PAN-AMERICAN.
Parties Intending to visit the Pan-American can 

find first class accommodations with KpIrilmUst fam­
ily ten minutes walk from Expos! Ion grounds. Take 
Baynes & Hoyt car to Baynes st and Forest avc. Ho­
fer to J. 11. Francis. Editor, or Moses Hull. Mrs, 
L. 11. Eggleston, 421 Bayne# it., Buffalo, N. Y.

FRED P. EVANS, 

The Famous Medium for 
Independent Slate-Writing, 

Clairvoyance, etc., ba# returned from bl# vacation 
and la no^Iocated at big new quartern, Tho Occult 
Book Agency. 400 Fifth ave.. N. Y. City. Interview# 
daily, bend sump fur circular on mediumship, aud 
catalogue of book#.

My»eH cured, I will giadiy intorm juy one addicted to

Morphine, Opium, Laudanum,
or Cottine, of a ncveMailinj harmless Home Cure.

CH.KAU v BOX 2# f— ^ ^ E B u p O1 b j^ Chi hL 

----------------------------------- ------------------------•______

Aryan Sun Myths, the Origin Of
Kteii£rion>y.

By Sarah E. T tcomb. With an introduction hV 
Cburlea Morris, author of "The Aryan Knee." Priaa. ClOlh, *1. mow

Ffif Bale, Baldwin Ben Davis nnd Northern Spy.
Nice selected fruit for family uee. One Barrel of 3)4 ,______
Bushels, #2.00; 15 cents for barre). In lot# of five I The Religion of Spiritualism, 
barrels, no charge for barrel. Early order# solicited- jts Phenomena and Philosophy. By Rev flamnel 
Remit by express or P. O. money order. Watson. Thia work was written by a

Address WILBUR S. GRAVES. Monroe, Mich. agmul Q&d noble man. Frfceu5£ fl MTWJ#

PHILOSOPHIC
View from Various Stand 

points.
To the Editor:—I do not believe that 

all the prayers of mankind, severally 
or collectively, ever changed a single 
law of nature, or the Intention or pur­
pose of the controlling 'power; of the 
universe.

I cannot, believe that one storm ever 
lessened its fury, or that showers are 
sent in answer to -prayer. All the 
prayers of the world, did not cause a 
single drop of rain to fall to save India 
from famine, though thousands of men, 
women and children were dying for 
want of food. It cannot be that a sin­
gle law of nature was ever set aside in 
answer to the petition of man.

People who do not believe in “special 
dispensations of providence,” If con­
sistent, will not pray for special bless­
ings. :

In my opinion many Christian people 
do not have faith in the efficacy of 
their prayers. They sometimes pray 
fervently to God, asking him to do 
away with the terrible “demon $um,” 
and then go to the polls and vote--for a 
high or low license, that their neighbor 
may be permitted to sell the “demon” 
legally.

They quote sayings of Jesus, such as 
the following to prove the efficacy of 
prayer:

“For verily, I say unto you, if ye 
have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place and it 
shall remove, and nothing shall be im­
possible unto you.”—Matt xvli:20.

“And tlie Lord said, if ye had faith 
as a grain of- mustard seed, ye might 
say unto this sycamine tree, be thou

sympathy of thought wonderful things 
are accomplished. Many Spiritualists 
teach that “thoughts are things.” If 
tMs is trues good thoughts are good 
things, bad thoughts are bad things. 
The expression of good thoughts is the 
expression of good tilings. Then the 
uttering of an oral prayer—being as It 
nearly always Is—the expression of 
good thoughts—a good 'thing, then it 
certainly must follow that It is good to 
pray and pray orally.

The quality of our prayers depends 
upon our aspirations. The good man 
prays for his enemy, This does no 
harm to his enemy and it may do good 
in making the one who utters the 
prayer more kind and forgiving. .

I am certain that oral prayers have 
influenced people to try to live better 
lives. It has encouraged the sick to 
nilly from despondency and to put 
forth mental effort that has brought 
them back to health and happiness.
r believe that a 

help to harmonize
public speaker can 
the thought of his

audience if they enter with him Into tho 
true spirit of prayer. Such prayers, 
like music, harmonize the audience as 
well as the speaker, making them more 
receptive to the inspiration of the 
spirit world, a condition that all true 
Spiritualists are seeking.

Prayers for "good will injure no one, 
not even those who do not believe in 
them.

For these reasons, as above stated, I 
have no objections to the opening of 
the N. S. A. convention with invocation, 
or prayer. ; V

Let the Spiritualists who pray, and 
those who refrain from prayer, con­
tinue each In their own way as pleases 
them best, while we all go on in unity 
and love, each doing the good wk for 
our glorious cause in his or her own
best way. E. W. SPRAGUE.

plucked dp by the roots and bo 
planted in the sea, and it shouft

thou 
’obey

you?’—Luke xviI:G.
After quoting these passages, and 

their ministers using them as texts, ex­
tolling the wisdom of the great Master 
and the truths of the Infallible Bibles, 
enjoining upon all. the necessity of be­
lieving these passages to be> literally 
true,, they put lightning rods on their 
churches to protect them from being 
damaged by lightning, when, if these 
Woyds of Jesus are true, and they 
“have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed,” all that would be necessary 
would be to offer a prayer and the 
church would be safe, while the cost 
of lightning rods would be saved to be 
used for missionary, or other church 
purposes.
’ If these statements of the great Mes­
siah are actually true, and the church 
has “faith'as a grain of mustard seed,”- 
It could incorporate a prayer transpor­
tation company under the laws, of the 
state of New Jersey, and ruin every 
Other transportation company , in exist­
ence, holding a complete monopoly of 
the freight and passenger traffic of tho 
world forever.’ - - . ■ ■ ■■■•
. 1 believe ill prayer, though' I.have no 
faith In its ability to tear tree# up by 
tlio roots, dr remove mountains of 
earth and rock. ■

Spiritualists generally bellbve In (the 
power of unity of thought*, many are 
sitting at the same hour In different 
pnrtaof the country that they . may, 
through oneness of mind, undef tho 
psychic law, be Ubnled physlcaiy, and 
that they may develop spiritual gifts 
and • become - .spiritually, developed
There is na question as to the success

PUBLIC DEVOTIONS
Rightly Exercised Aspiration En­

nobles.

Every Spiritualist should have devo­
tion-devotion to truth; and be always 
a worshiper of the good, the beautiful 
and fhe true. Prayer to either mortal 
or Immortal is right I would pray pre­
vious to the opening of the convention, 
as well os when It was in session; but 
It would be silent and unobtrusive, and 
to the above mentioned trio, not to any 
personality. To pray to a god either of 
Christian or Pagan type would bo to 
descend Into the darkness and undevel­
opment of the crude, primeval, man, 
dragging the petitioner back to the 
babyhood of the race. Ignorance is al­
ways a humiliation, and tho most so 
when on. bended knee as a slave.

Yet, aspiration ennobles when right­
ly. exercised. The principle of the 
scriptural method )s right “But thou, 
when thou prayest, go hot in public 
places, neither in the synagogues or on 
the corners of the streets to be seen of 
mtn, like the Pharisees and hypocrites; 
but enter thonrinlo thy closet and pray 
In secret, and the-Father who seeth in 
secret will reward thee openly.” Or in 
modern phraseology, the closer of the 
soul ls a more31ttlng place than . the 
rostrum, for the exercise of aspiration.

Prayer to an . “Infinite ’Intelligence” 
Involves considerations that do not con­
cern tho fcplrltualltfU Belief in r God 
is anybody’s right; but to make people 
either God-fearing or Godless Is a use-

of . thes? . csperime^^^ Through the l?w Wtln^^ ^r the iearn ftoi all,

A NEW BOOK FOR i9oi. 
rpHE COMMON SENSE PHILOSOPHY OF 

spirit or psychology written from spirit 
impression. A plain and simple explanation 
Of SPIRIT apart from any other thing, or how 
physical mutter is transformed into tho Im­
ponderable matter of spirit. Leaving hypno­
tism, materialization and other associated 
phenomena to be easily understood by tho 
average mind. 805pages; price 11.10; postage 
paid. For sale by tho author, 0. II. FOSTER, 
1311 Oak street, Alameda, Cal.

Life Reading Complete
«.?P«eC^1 nfty K*™’OlairvoyuDt meditation uf yuur 
particular caie. Wonder# and inysicrlc# uh ukm , tiu 
path of your life, from infancy to old ajc rrveideu. 
queer and startling evidence or spirit power, pryebte 
tOBU and wonders of tdairvoynnce. Cluirnudk-fice, 
medluuiahip and the occult arc given lu this 1 ending. 
KucJoac only Bl.to, not #25.00 a# other# charge for 
much Ie*# truth than I give.

Pavchlc Healing.-8lx month#' "Absent Trent- 
jueur for any known dlieatc or bad habit, given ab­
solutely free to those tukhig the rending wlthlo the 
next 80 days. Six month#' "Absent Sluing." for on- 
foldincnt of your psychic power#, free with the read­
ing. and how to hypnotize, meamerhe and h.ducc ibe 
clairvoyant condition. All combined with the nhovo 
and complete Lite Readlug If yyu order before Hie 30 
day# expire. Diploma# awarded to graduates. Ad Iruaa

MISS JEANETT M. DUTTON, 
Lincoln, Neb.

Beautiful Head of Hair.
Fqi 25 cent# we will lend our formula for R 

preparation for restoring gray or faded lulr t)IH 
natural color; poalthciy promotes its growtIi: stop# 
and prevent# It# falling out. It in nol a dye hutro- 
stores tbc natural color and grow th by kupplyliig its 
proper nourkbment. Prepared froui herb# that can 
be procured In any town.

Address BOTANICAL COMPANY,
Bark Bay Boaion, Mae#

Including the Mnunchost Atheist, nlike 
believe lu a cause of ail causes beyond 
our comprehension; so that nil beliefs 
and disbeliefs finally coalesce into ag­
nosticism. When we prate about God 
wo talk of that we do know nothing 
whatever, nor can we know.

Yet there Is cowled with this sulr 
Joct something of moment Io ds. At 
our National convention we are a body 
posing as representatives of Spiritual­
ism. We claim to have knowledge in 
place of belief. While we agree that 
we cani|ot comprehend an “Infinite In­
telligence/’ whabylg^t have we to pose 
as do out Christian brothers who claim 

to know God; and 'how can wo pray to 
a Supremo Being, one whom we have 
never mot, nor do we know any on6 
who has?

Many perPons can only conceive re­
ligion to be “the binding back” of the 
individual to Deity, as the dictionary 
has said Tho truth-lover detests this 
falsehood and often goes to the other 
extreme of asserting that ours is not a 
religion. The bed rock of the nine­
teenth century is what we actually 
know. On this premise should be built 
a new religion, with a newermeaning 
of tho word, consisting of the devotion 
and the worship above spoken of. 'Wie 
greatest mistake we have ever made as 
a new cult has been in not maintaining 
a distinct originality in everything con­
nected with the new revelation on the 
basis of demonstrated knowledge in 
place of incorporating with it the prac­
tices, opinions and beliefs already in 
the world, most of which were errone­
ous And false. We can find no fault 
with those wno desire their Spiritual­
ism mixed with god-worship or church 
idolatry. It is their right and privi­
lege to use truth nt their own risk and 
as they choose, even to its crucifixion 
between thieves; but none have the 
right to put the beliefs of religionists 
before the world as the doctrines of 
Spiritualism, by the use of formal 
prayer; not while our mission to tho 
world is to tell it what we by demon­
strative experiment know, j

Through, the gates that wore opened 
to us by Franklin and others in 1848 
there came three great facts: There is 
a spirit world—communication with the 
same is opened—the one lesson brought 
us by the decarnated Is the doctrine of 
the brotherhood of man. To make this 
lesson effective is to put In practical op­
eration all methods for the elevation 
and happiness of man, and especially 
to cultivate the constant exercise of a 
loving spirit to all, and with greater 
fervor to those who differ from us in 
religious opinion. We must be radical 
not to wound others’ feelings, but be­
cause truth compels us, and always in 
the kindest spirit of fraternity. To do 
this it is not needful that we bo hypo­
crites, yielding our ideals of right to 
the superstitions which environ ur.

As to our leader In the National or­
ganization, I will gladly support any­
one who will squarely plant himself or 
herself on the fact that all we have 
known, do or can know of Spiritualism, 
must come through mediumship, and 
not from opinion, theory or philosophy 
of mortals. Those who have passed 
through the change we call death are 
the natural discoverers of .spiritual 
truth. . H. W. BOOZER.

Grand Rapids, Mich.
_K--------------------------------------------------------- - 

Eyesight Restored 
Falling Eyesight, Cataracts or Bllninuss

Cured without the use of the Knife.
Dr. W O. Coffee, tho noted ero specialist of Dea 

Maine#,Iowa, has perfected a mild treatment by which 
anyone suffering from Falling 
Eyesight, Cataracts, DllndnSM

( or *n? dlMMo of tho oyos can
w®l m euro themselves at home. If

curoi or© pi 
or friend to.

fiss you ar» afflicted with any ®ya 
AB trouble write to Dr.Coffe# find 

toll him all about it He will 
ttwntollyoulMwbathiui1 
do, He vllFalw tend you., 

^j^KL™EK ®r ChwgOi hl# 83 ,| 
^^Tpftffo book, “Th# New System | 

/&&</ of Trotting DWoams of the
Eye.” H la fuU onntercuUnff 
and valuable infonnhtlon; All । 

anent Write To-Day for yourwlt ।

W. 0. COFFEE, M.D„ 812 Oomi Block, DES MOINES, M.
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THE SPIRITUAL ALPS^
And How We Ascend Them. . <

flow to reach that al tiUi do where wplHt li ruprema 
and all thing# arc subject to n. By Nmn Hull. Pric# 
m oW 40 centu paper 23 oto, for #Ho at tbit Offley y
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