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THE GREAT QUESTION IS IT TRUE?READ AND STUDY.

The Decline of Spiritualism
To the

Some Extraordinary Statements of a Philadelphia Paper.

Vigorous and Pithy Comments Thereon by Leading; Mfnds.
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yet to
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of vast experience says “The 
champ case is all explained by 
sion.” Here again Sally Is left 
the cold.

The average Spiritualist has
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Never throw mud. You 
your mark; but you muft 
hands.—Joseph Parker.

A CASE IN-POINT.
When in my early teens, I 

gaged to lecture in Boston, 
was a trance speaker. The
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THE FRAUDS.

The poorest way to Juttae of the 
status of Spiritualism a^fiie present 
time is to submit Its cialmqitp some one 
that has never had any experience with 
Hr nhannnwna wh/t Ima? r>mvAT* annni

A SILLY ASSERTION

mode of warfare. Spiritualists have:’---------- ---------------- « r-------- — - ।__
not by co-operative effort, nor even by beginning of time are?- based upon fee 
any unity of statement, expressed the whimsical theories tand taftan nnnn the I-moi
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Chas. Dawbarn on the De­
cline of Spiritualism.
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I accept the fact as stated by friend 
and foe of the cult. I have long ceased 
to expect any new thought from in- 
spirled lips, and the old teachings, with 

• their wearisome Iteration and reitera­
tion, have become stale as a last week’s 
loaf, or a cold grlddle-cake.

Yet two all important truths were 
framed for exhibition by the Fox girls 
at Hydesville, and previously by the 
Shakers and Davis the Seer. Man’s im­
mortality and spirit return were proved 
to the satisfaction of every unpreju- 

' diced mind. Those twin truths stand 
to-day as natural facts, but they are not 
the only truths of importance to man 

^the mortal, although the average Spir­
itualist has acted as if they were. He 
has apparently stood pledged never to 
receive a new idea. He has looked 
through those truths as through colored 
glass, till everything is tinted to the 
same shade.

I remember hearing a platform me- 
dluiu tell a man that he had two pawn 
tickets In his pocket, and a porous plas- 

• ter on his back. The victim did not 
deny the statement, and did not punch 
The head of the Impudent medium, 
wbo asserted that spirits told him these 
Interesting facts. In one shape or an­
other it has been pawn ticket aud por­
ous plaster ever since, and always 
counted as truth from the spirit world. 
Yet, as well known to-day, neither 
pawn ticket nor porous plaster is real 
proof either of spirit return or of hu­
man immortality.
‘ It is well known that middle-aged 
men and women rarely accept a new 
Idea, and it seems to me, sometimes, us 
if most Spiritualists had been born 
middle-aged. They go on attributing 
everything they don’t understand to 
the Influence or presence of spirits, and 
count “spirit obsession” as explaining 

■ most of tbe mysterious conduct of oth­
erwise respectable citizens and their 
wives.
' Telepathy may be a fact, nnd clair­
voyance a natural faculty, but spirits 
never announced such truths. It took 
an association of mortals to make those 
discoveries. If the Psychical Society 
had not been born the monotonous psy­
chometric reading would still have 
been counted as a proof of spirit return.

That there, have been, and undoubt- 
.. edly are fraudulent phenomena pre- 

Beuted as spirit return I do not dispute. 
But they have after all, little real Influ- 
ence on the status of Modern Spiritual­
ism. Men aud women capable of being 
fooled several times in the same way 
naturally become tbo laughing stock 

- bf their neighbors, and deservedly so.
It is the respectable, sensible, hard­
headed Spiritualist, born into the truth 
in the long ago, who has damned Mod­
ern Spiritualism. He has prided him­
self ou being strictly practical. Having 
assured himself, often in his own fam­
ily circle, of the truth of spirit return, 
he has proceeded to use it, In the pawn 
ticket and porous plaster style, for his 
personal benefit. If sick, the spirits 
were to cure him, and save a doctor’s 
bill. If poor, the spirits were to find 
him gold and oil, or help him to win on 
a horse race. If melancholy over a 
death in the family, some spirit sprite 
was to coax him to cheerfulness by 
tales of the loved ones “over there.” 
Presently he knew it all, and being 
practical, stopped at the porous plaster 
stage. A spirit had told him so and so 
about the next life, and as that spirit 
had also miraculously cured his stom­
ach-ache, everything that spirit said 
was true. Of course some other spirit 
contradicted what his own spirit 
friend had. told him, but he must de­
cline to trouble himself about such 

- trifles. It was so much the worse for 
• the other spirit. He himself was a man 

who knows “what’s what” every time.
Mediums have each some incarnated, 

invisible speck of wisdom, either as 
. - master or slave, by whom they swear. 

One of them will give you many asser­
tions that his noble guide, Rocking 
Horse has repeatedly told the truth al- 

. though he seems very reckless as re­
gards grammar and pronunciation. If 
this particular guide made his first ap- 

?. pearance thirty or forty years ago you 
. . find him telling the same old stories in

sensitive equally reliable. These good 
and wise spirits differ like mortals In 
heir prescriptions for suffering ignor­

ance. And they utterly fall us just 
when they have the brightest opportu­
nity to serve the mortal. If some tab 
ented spirit had brought to earth the 
knowledge of the X-ray, the world 
would’have waited in hushed awe for 
'urther revelations . and teachings. 

These “spirit returns” give us no key to 
he mysterious absence of loved ones, 
ong sought but never found, ■ Nor any 
solution of the. dark problems that 
eave the returning spirit as shorn of 

most of his mortal acquirements as a 
Wall street lamb. Yet. these believers, 
each, perhaps, a representative of the 
higher Spiritualism, know it all They 
would scorn pawn tickets and porous 
blaster tests, but each swears by his 
)wn guide, no matter who contradicts 
him. And when a venturesome mortal 
would explore the unexplored, and by 
slowly adding fact to fact gain the de­
sired knowledge, they grow weary. 
They have lost the power of independ­
ent thought. A new idea cannot be re­
ceived, unless brought by a spirit, so 
hey gradually shrivel into a blissful 

state of Innocuous desuetude and weep 
as the cruel but practical world passes 
hem by.
The only remedy for this state of 

mental atrophy conists In powerful 
doses of common sense, applied dally 
and hourly ‘to the spiritual soft spot. 
They must first recognize that there is 
much knowledge that a mortal man 
can gain by a careful study of his own 
nanhood. And that this is knowledge 
hat no spirit brings or teaches. Yet 
'urther they must be willing to care­
fully study the limitations und difficul­
ties that inhere to spirit return. In 
other words, the believer cannot afford 
to think he knows it all. He must read 
and think for. himself, and listen to 
what others read and think. He must 
earn to study. It tires him now to 

oven read a thoughtful article, and he 
holds every word to the standards of 
his old beliefs. If his spirit guide con­
tradicts it, that is the end of it for Ulm.

His only hope Is to begin at once a 
course of self development by mingling 
with other thoughts. Let him first 
subscribe for a first-class spiritual pa­
per. Then let him not only read but 
study the arguments of Its thoughtful 
writers, and from the mortal stand­
point every time.

The writer emphasizes this necessity 
of broad-minded study as exhibited in 
letters just received from readers of 
his “Subliminal Sally.” One worthy 
soul deprecates all such studies and 
says: “If every speaker aud writer 
would just teach goodness it would 
raise the whole world to a higher level." 
That is the gospel of “goody-goodness.” 
Another says, “clots in the brain ex­
plain the whole mystery of tbe Misses 
Beauchamp.” He evidently is afraid to 
tackle Sally, whose brain remains de­
cidedly unclotted. Still another asserts 
that “mundane reason cannot be used 
to solve any spiritual problem.” In 
other words he would have us go on iu 
our present Ignorance, save that we are 
to humbly accept teachings of spirits 
on all spiritual matters. He does not 
say how we are to decide which spirit 
tells tbe truth when they flatly contra­
dict one another. And a correspondent

Is Spiritualism Coing Into a 
Decline?

quently Spiritualism never stood so 
high in the Empire State as to-day, and 
the prestige gained in the battle of last 
winter assures us that Spiritualism is 
not going into a decline.

UNITY IS STRENGTH.

7 the same disjointed style.
* .So it has happened, as we have said, 
Mil medium aud the practical sitter 
already know it all. But as no half 
dozen know It exactly in tlie same way. 
it is impossible to draw up a statement 
of what their various beliefs amount 
to as actual truths of workable value. 
Organization is thus barely possible, 
and at best only nominal for the sake 
of some special benefit in the way of 

t qheap railway fares, or legal respecta- 
’ bility. Xhwe has been nothing in such 

experiences to develop the manhood of 
the believer. He wants to get out of 
Spiritualism ail there Is in it—for him. 
, Such is the history of Modern Spirit­
ualism from the standpoint of the great 
mass of those who have demonstrated
the truth of spirit return to their own 

‘ . satisfaction. They rarely care enough 
for the movement In Its world aspect to 
even take a spiritual paper. . .

There is another side to be noted. 
There arc those who lovingly and soul- 
fully seek intercourse with the beyond, 
and not for what tbe world calls selfish 
satisfaction. They aspire to reach a 
certain standard of spirituality tba 

.' shall attract the pure and holy; and 
some tell us that for many years they 

' have found joy and peace in such com- 
■ . munlon. This seems a" Spiritualism 

such the world needs, blit when we ex- 
• amine a little closely we find that the 

? ? Result is a mere matter of feeling, and 
• docs not embody a single uncontradict 

. ed statement of fact, beyond the twin 
. truths of Immortality and spirit return.

Kot a single statement .concerning the 
next life,but may be contradicted with 

." • Vmphnsis by a spirit-" mouthpiece 
• acVOss the street We know positively 
. nothing to-day as to any detail of life 
bi the hereafter. We know nothing as 
to tho reincarnation of man, or the im­
mortality of animals. A most Interest­
ing- statement through one genuine me­
dium- 1b positively contradicted by ah: 
^ther interesting statement through a

learn to weigh evidence, to analyze 
facts, and to draw no conclusion the 
facts will not warrant. So I repeat, let 
him first study the philosophy as pre­
sented to him by editors and writers In 
the spiritual press. When he has 
learned by practice what to accept and 
what to reject he will be ready to blend 
with other seekers after truth into a 
creedless society that will compel the 
respect of the world. Such societies 
may well, In their turn, combine into a 
national association with which they 
may work in harmony, and be worthy 
of their warm support. It seems to the 
writer that the present National Soci­
ety needs only the right kind of support 
to prove Itself a true center of Intelli­
gent truth seekers.

When I meet, as I sometimes do, an 
old Spiritualist who does not take even 
one Spiritualist paper, I recognize a be­
liever who knows it all. Such a man is 
always In the pawn ticket and porous 
plaster stage of spiritual progress. He 
may go to camp once a year, and pose: 
but no artist wants his portrait as that 
of a genuine Spiritualist.

So I would say, and emphasize to the 
utmost, if Spiritualism Is declining it is 
because the individual believer does not 
grow. The reason he does not grow is 
because he does not read and study. 
He does not hold himself accessible to 
a new thought; and asks some spirit 
what he is to do with a new found fact. 
Brothers and sisters, develop your own 
manhood, and Modern Spiritualism will 
take care of Itself. •

CHARLES DAWBARN. . 
San Leandro, Cal.;

The pessimism of President Barrett 
and other members of the National As­
sociation of Spiritualists, voiced at the 
New York meeting, is warranted by the 
facts. Spiritualism and its sister cult, 
Theosophy, have lost all their novelty 
and, in doing so, have lost all their at­
tractiveness. It would be reassuring to 
believe that the-decline of interest in 
Spiritualism was due to a demonstra­
tion of the humbug that is at the bot­
tom of so much that is associated with’ 
Its phenomena of mediumship. But It 
Is to be feared that however convincing 
the exposure of the fraud In medium­
ship has been to certain minds for oth­
ers it has been as if nothing has been 
established.

There can be no question of the enor­
mous percentage of fraud in medium­
ship, It is this that has called forth the 
hostile legislation that the Spiritualists 
deplore, and it is this fraud that has in­
variably turned up to the discredit of 
tlie other amiable social tenets of Spir­
itualism whenever any scientific inves­
tigation has been made. In fact, the 
percentage approaches so near to 100 
that It is doubtful if there be the one 
white crow, the one genuine medium 
among nil those wbo belong to and bqve 
their part nnd lot In the Spiritualistic 
Association. But it Is quite conceivable 
that every medium might be a fraud 
nnd yet Spiritualism flourish mightily 
among those to whom Questions of evi­
dence counted for nothing. And that it 
does not must be attributed not to the 
greater critical attitude of the public, 
but to its craving for variety.

And variety Spiritualism has not of­
fered these many years. Even the easy

communications with flip spirit world 
at 50 cents a head have had a rather de­
pressing effect, since the ’tawdry mo­
notony of the heaven of Spiritualism 
has palled on tbe believer^ ;ahd they 
seek other and more exciting’cults that 
promise more and give results in this 
world as well as in the next;; As Pres­
ident Barrett said, the trouble is Spirit­
ualists “have spent too inuqh time chas­
ing phantoms and have not .done enough 
concrete work.” And as the phantoms 
have proved. very unreliable; even 
Caesar and Franklin and /Lincoln, to 
say nothing of Moses, talking,gibberish, 
and as rivals like Mrs. rB^y and her 
satellites have done “concrete work,” it 
Is easy to see why tbe Spiritualistic As­
sociation Joses membership while other 
cults gain.

The fact is, Spiritualism no longer at­
tracts that large class of; people who 
love mystic aud mysterious beliefs. It 
does not fire popular imagination as it 
did thirty years ago, since jits weird 
claims have been wholly discounted and 
no longer interest the general public 
that at one time stood amazed at the 
“manifestations.” Moreover, its place 
has peen taken by Christian Science, 
which Is just as certainly; hpmtmg, but 
happens to be the kind of jiumbbg that 
Is fashionable to-day; for there is a 
fashion in humbugs as there is Jn over­
skirts, As things go now; It jooks ns it 
Spiritualism and Theosophy will keep 
on losing membership,/becoming back- 
alley beliefs, while dtljetf queer cults 
will gain until, in the sure $ilyaneb of 
true science, social process./tflll be 
more nearly related to fa£t thbodo fan­
tasies.—Philadelphia Press, May-7, IDOL

We have given this entire issue of The Pro­
gressive Thinker into the hands of.buircorps of 
philosophers for a consensus of opingS^ 
the merits and demerits of the above article, frpni 
the Philadelphia Press, and feel satisfied With the 
interest manifested in this important thdme.

EDITOR.

A certain kind of pessimism Jias crept 
into the ranks of Spiritualism and cast 
a shadow over the sky whereon for 
fifty years and more has shone a bright • 
and beautiful star. That star has be­
come the light to millions of travelers 
along the sands of time, It has sent 
its effulgencejinto the-Inner chambers 
of souls that had been in midnight dark­
ness, buried In hopelessness and des­
pair. I refer of course to the Star of 
Spiritualism; the pessimistic shadow 
has come In consequence of the oft- 
repeated statement a&qpg some of our 
leaders, that “Spiritualism Is going into 
a decline.”

Is it true? I shall take tbe negative 
side of this question; not because Spir­
itualism is so dear to me, nor because 
I suppose for one Instant that truth can 
be made by popular vote; I do not take 
this side because I am fearful were I 
to take the other, I would be driven out 
of the field of active service. I take 
my position because In my heart of 
hearts I can see qo other way. No fact 
was ever clearer in my. mind, than that 
Spiritualism stahds^higher in the 
estimation of the world to-day, than it 
ever did before. It never had so strong 
a hold on the popular heart and is as 
much In evidence at the present time, 
In its work of battering down super­
stition, as at any previous time in Its 
history.

What has given rise to the oft- 
repeated statement that Spiritualism is 
dying out-going into? a decline? Let 
us see: - •

One of the chief reasons given Is that 
societies are struggling for existence 
with a smaller membership than for­
merly, and the lecturers are paid less 
for tbeir services. There may be truth 
in all of this, but does tbe conclusion 
legitimately follow that this is a cause 
of a decline of Spiritualism?

Let us reflect a moment: In the early 
days ot Spiritualism it Is true that 
large halls and churches were some­
times crowded to the utmost with those 
who were anxious to hear the teachings 
of our philosophy. But what was the 
condition at that time? There was but 
one’Spiritualist society in a town; be­
sides there were no liberal meetings of 
any kind; Secular Unions and Free­
thinkers’ Asso^latlbns'lwere not born. 
The most liberal churches w^re the 

'Universalist and^Unitarian, and they 
•.were vastly different In their teachings 
from what they are to-day. Many who 
were Included in the gatherings of the 
earlier times,. were curiosity seekers 
and. nothing morel Consequently we 
had a larger number of listeners, and 
fewer thinkers and philosophers.

It is claimed that frauds are killing 
Spiritualism. Not so. If every person 
who poses as a medium in the years to 
come proves an impostor, Spiritualism 
will live.'There may be some who have 
seen nothing in Spiritualism but the 
physical side of mediumship who are 
disappointed and declare Spiritualism 
is fading out of the world; on the other 
hand, there are more intellectual people 
interested In the subject than at any 
previous time in its history; it is some­
how engrafted into works of fiction, in 
the plays, in the songs, in the philoso­
phy, last but not least, in the souls of 
the people,

But a few words on the subject of 
frauds. Is Spiritualism the only place 
where it Is found? Is not fraud In the 
world about us—everywhere? The food 
we eat Is for the greater part an adulte­
ration; the clothing we wear is rarely 
the “genuine goods” for which we pay. 
In so-called Christianity we know there 
is fraud; in social life, sham, and the 
political world fairly reeks with the 
corruption of fraud and trickery. We 
know the commercial side of life Is full 
of deception. Is it any wonder that 
this element enters largely into that de­
partment where our sensitives are at 
work, when the breath from all sides 
of life is tinctured with fraud, aud 
especially when there is among them j 
those who lack those qualities that 
make np a sterling character and there 
is no love for the’Cause.

1 am not condoning fraud in Spirit- । 
ualism. I only ask is it strange that 
these conditions exist? Are we helping 
matters by continuously talking of and 
hunting for fraud, if there Is anything 
In the theory of thought-vibration? 
Would it not be better to make an 
effort to change conditions by striving1 
to reach that standard in the thought 
world that we desire Spiritualism to ob­
tain? May we not set to work those 
vibrations which may in time change 
the complexion of exoteric Spirit­
ualism?.

Spiritualism is developing conditions 
every day to make for It a success, but 
nothing hinders mdre its progress than 
fault-finding and pessimism among its 
advocates and followers.

Spiritualism is not going into a de­
cline, It sinks more deeply into the 
hearts to-day, and soars higher than 
ever before in the aspiration of its- 
great army of believers. With earnest 
effort and honest endeavor, may-We In­
dividually and collectively seek to equip 
our .glorious cause In a manner for 
brave, strong and victorious work.

MATTIE E. HULL.

Hand, But Jacob’s 
Voice.

Editor:—My attention has
been called to an article published in 
tbe Philadelphia Press, of May 7. It ts 
bitterly suggestive of an intense, ma­
lign desire to throw down and trample 
in tbe mire, not only Spiritualism, but 
everything that pertains to it. As an 
earnest Spiritualist, I beg permission 
to say a few things. I will try to be 
cairn and talk coolly, through tbe broad 
circulation of Tbe Progressive Thinker.

Throughout tbe whole article, the 
band that wields tbe’keen stiletto is 
that of Esau, but the smooth speech is 
the voice of Jacob, that incarnation of 
selfish treachery. It is evident the 
whole animus is, If possible, to crush 
by fallacy and utterance of half-truths, 
the wisdom already partially revealed 
to mankind.

Wise men have said: “The accusa­
tion of mine enemy is better than the 
praise of my friend, for It often gives . 
us the power to see ourselves as others 
see us.” We are thus permitted the op­
portunity to remedy our mistakes and 
errors.

If Spiritualists, prominent from their 
ability, their labors, or the official 
places they hold, drop Into pessimism, 
what can they expect of us, the rank 
aud file? No great general along phys­
ical lines ever won victories by saying • 
to his troops, “We shall surely be de- 
feated, and wiped off tbe earth.” On 
the contrary, the most quoted sentence 
ever made In the fewest words was: 
“I’ll light It out on this line, If it takes 
all summer.” A born leader has no use 
for pessimistic word nor action. If, In 
trying with physical sense to learn the 
language of the invisibles, we have 
made mistakes, let us try it over, we 
have all eternity to do it In.

We cannot deny that we have allowed 
some of our leaders, who aspired for 
exalted place and space, to cajole us 
into tbe idea that organization and con-
centration were needless along 
spiritual plane of manifestation, 
now, standing at tbe parting of 
ways, we see the efforts of those 
were sure that “united we stand 
divided-we fall,” have been more

the 
But 
the 
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and 
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What Spiritualism Stands For.
To the Editor’:—It is with deep sorrow 

that I feel obliged to admit that, the 
statements of the Philadelphia Press of 
May 7, are largely correct. " •

Evidently the..writer has missed, un­
fortunately, the" demonstrations of .gen­
uine mediumship, which Is a fact in­

controvertible to many minds whose 
judgment in oilier realms of knowledge 

. would be accepted without question.. 
, It is hot true that “the percentage of 
fraud in mediumship- approaches’ so 
near to 100 flint it is doubtful if there 
be’one white-crow, the oue genuine me­
dium among all those who belong to 
and have their part In ' Spiritualistic 

• Association.”- But Is It not fhie’thaVa 
very large proportion of- Spiritualists 
have been satisfied in seeking for tests 
Und communicators and enjoying the 
anticipation of meeting the departed in 
the sweet bye and bye? Like that of 
the church member, the Spiritualists’ 
heaven has been-placed beyond mortal 
state nnd in a realm, outside mortal ex­
perience.

Like the church member, too, Spirit-.

uallsts have accepted and relied upon a I 
power and guidance outside them | 
selves to direct tbeir lives. ‘ J
. The fundamental truth taught by. so- 
called Christian Science is, that the real 
I am of the individual possesses tbe 
power to master all conditions of the 
physical organism and to discern truth 
and overcome error, though the form of 
expression of this truth is crude and 
tbe negations untrue.

Spiritualism as a movement has 
failed to emphasize tbe fact that we are 
spiritual beings and that the life which 
constitutes the heavenly state, the life 
of love and harmony, can be wrought 
here, if we seek to actualize tbe prin­
ciples that belpng to spiritual being.

Spiritualists as a class undoubtedly 
prefer peace to war, and would be glad 
to have it abolished, and the savagery 
of our commercialism eliminated. But 
Spiritualists and Spiritualism do not 
stand before tbe world as a working 
force to accomplish - the removal of 
wholesale killing of fellow-beings, or to 
check the rapacious greed that destroys 
livelihoods. And so of the prevailing 
economic systems which are but a

higher life of love wrought into indus­
trial and economic systems as desirable 
or necessary, and only by this can 
rightness, peace and harmony be ob­
tained.

A majority of Spiritualists no doubt 
would be glad if just systems and 
equal opportunity for all, even . the 
weakest and down-most, made the 
needful advantage for a life of develop­
ment mentally, morally and spiritually.

Can it be claimed that tbe body of 
Spiritualists and the teachings and as­
sociated efforts constituting the cult 
termed Splritualsm, have directed ac­
tivities toward the accomplishment of 
this high purpose?.

Or, does Spiritualism, does the body 
of believers in its philosophy stand be­
fore the world as an exponent, of a 

.higher standard of social life of any 
practical co-operation with the discar* 
note in higher realms of being to uplift 
humanity by Improving the conditions 
of parenthood, whereby physical em­
bodiment would insure more favorable 
conditions for the unfoldment of the 
Jiigher nature of man?
1 Seeking proof of continuous existence 
beyond mortal state, realizing the satis­
faction bf communication with the de­
parted, has not unified the purpose and 
activities of Spiritualists for the uplift­
ing of the race, and re-ordering of so­
cial state to accomplish that desirable 
effect 'Mediums have, found’ catering 
to wonder-seekers most profitable for 
revenue, and the counterfeit performer 
of wonders has brought suspicion upon 
mediumship.

Yes, “it is easy to see that the'status 
of Spiritualism has greatly and slgnlfl- 

' cantly changed in many respects.” And 
in the present stage of human evolu-' 
tion’ no :cult or manifestation will 
achieve valuable and.ennobling results 
In human welfare - and” elevation that 
does not tend to' unity of' purpose for 
universal benefit. ' *'

Spiritualism ought to. represent the 
highest standard of human -culture- ns 
spiritual beings, - of human .souls, 
.“bound in the bundle of' the race,” 
bound for the same goal of eternal 
progress. .; * ' ’ ' v •

■ '' LUCINDA B. CHANDLER.,

That Spiritualism Is On the 
Wane. ;

treated were usually selected by a com­
mittee appointed by tbe audience. I 
bad no knowledge of what was spoken 
through my Ups either in discourse, or 
In tbe answers that were given in re­
sponse to questions offered by the au­
dience. This work was supplemented 
by marvelous manifestations through 
tho mediumship of Miss Ada Hoyt

But No Evidence .of De 
cline.

, , - .:r ! (later Mrs. Foye); she read names of- 
Its phenomena, who bjis-:rpever spent departed friends in the air, on the 
anJ ,Vm? J? honestly Investigating the walls, on the faces of her audience, and 
manifestations upon which-It4s based, received messages through loud raps 
and who is desirous of seeing it over- that were produced in ell parts of the 
turned in the interests of ;the frauds hall. The meetings were conducted by

To the Editor:—It is difficult for me- 
to see evidences of the decline of Spirit­
ualism, as I view from my standpoint. 
There is apathy to a certain extent 
growing out of want of organization, 
in state national and county. As a new 
movement we were so engrossed by the 
greater truth of immortality that we 
neglected to take at the time, tbe only 
proper course to procure success for 
Spiritualism as a movement per sc—

turnea in tne interests or^Tuie frauds hall. The meetings were conducted by and hence various cults and societies 
that theology has foisted upon innocent Dr. h. F. Gardner; his meeting was the sprang up as offshoots from the main 
^d^adHy deceived humanity. oujy Spiritualist meeting in that city, plarit, and threatened to drain the splr-

i deceptions tba^-scandalous Throngs crowded the hall, and proba- jtual philosophy of all that we held 
mHnUims 11, ? Perpetrated* upon a bly there were quite as many who were most dear. We should have formed a 
gullible public do not begW.to.approxl- attracted-by the .phenomenon of n trust at the start of the movement, ln- 

♦ unreasonable and absurd ten- y0Ung girl talking in a trance, and the stead of waiting forty-five years to do 
ts that are weekly promulgated from wonderful manifestations produced that sensible thing. We should have 

Pulpits for-Hie confusion through the mediumship of the other, done years ago what we are .trying to- 
.ma stul tin cation of the a people. -The flS there were those interested in the do now, in a very Insufficient way- 
great distinction betweenj-^plrltuallsm subject of Spiritualism per se. Later protect true mediumship.
and so-called religions Is, ^at Spiritual- I meetings were conducted In Music Hall, It is probable from this time on, our 
ism is demonstrable and .challenges In- jn Boston, the. audience sometimes enemies will say enough about fakes 
spectlon; while all religions since tbe numbered thousands, and a generous and fakirs, and leave us, I hope, to deal

? was charged at the door. That justly with all mediumship. As there 
whimsical theories'andjoften upon tbe I meeting was the only one in the city are many minds to be supplied with 
most inconsistent and. Impudent false- conducted by Spiritualists. At present spiritual food, so we require many 
hood; and the reason that the latter there are upwards of two score of Splr- kinds' of gifted instruments to furnish ! 
flourish and are preferred is because itualistic meetings called every Sunday this pabulum. We have harped now so 
the human race is yet imits childhood jn Boston. A p jw of the halls are long on fraud, that our enemies, I 
and is incompetent to discriminate be- crowded. If all who attend Spiritualist mean tbe powers of orthodoxy, are 
tween a lie and the real facts of nature, meetings in tha.t city were crowded making us the synonym or mother of 

Hence they are the sport of ifidlvid- into one hall, undoubtedly the audience frauds. That our religion is represent- ! 
uals who take advantage of their weak- would be quite as large as a quarter of ed by the fakir Is taken for granted by ! 
ness^nd fears, to livedo® them and a century or more ago. What is true of the various churches, and one who pro- I 
frighten them to obtain contributions to Boston, is true of every other large city claims himself a Spiritualist is looked 
support institutions that Are founded in the United States. upon as tbe dupe of some trickster,
on error and that thrivq because of tbe . One cannot judge of the growth of How long shall this remain? It rests 
Ignorance and simplicity of their sup- Spiritualism simply by the number of with us, and with us alone to remove 
porters. The medicine man of the sav- organized Societies. There are hun- this stain from the escutcheon of Spirit­
age and the-soul-culturlst bf good so- dreds of homes in every large city ualism. We must organize for the pur- 
clety are on the same/plane, and the where Spiritualism has its seance room; pose of protection of dur cause, our me- 
simllarity of their methods ?ls equally I and in many instances its medium, diums, the promoters of our cause, and 
adapted to inveigle thd" unwary and that are not counted when, gathering ourselves, from the imposition of laws, 
have them pay . assessments to im-1 the statistics of Spiritualism. There depriving us of those rights ever dear­
posture. • > '• . never was a time when so large a class est to an American citizen, the right to
i There are no grounds ifor 4he asser- bf people patronized'Spiritualist healers a free religion, a free pulpit, and a free 
J/.0^ that Spiritualism ,-will become; ft as at present Never, a. time when so system of healing, giving to those hav- 
back aUey” belief ; or Ibqt it is losing much Spiritualistic literature was pub- Ing the gift of healing, the complete 

Its adherents. •, Thpse^who/Mve.'seYkl listed and read as to-day. . All of this right to use these gifts, for the better- 
ously.examined the subject ‘ have too proves that Spiritualism is not on a ment and cure of disease. • 
Substantial grounds foe tuelfcbellef to decline. . , / ■ • • . • The mistakes made in the .past are
change their anchorage" or desert it for ; To-day, as never before Spiritualism mistakes of the head, and not of the 
any of the whimsical VhgariPs that are is turning its great searchlight on the heart. We did not combine then, for 
taught by the gentlembn jn'broadcloth I domain of science; the poetical world we feared that combination meant slav- 
and fine linen. . ‘ | . * . I thrills with the sublime rhythm of Splr- ery to some particular line of thought;

It is diverting to observe that slmul- I ituallsm; while under Its great throb- but cannot free men and women, ar- 
taneously with this attack on\Spiritnal- blng life, the heart-side of humanity Is ’ rayed in the panoply of truth, still re- 
ism there occurred—what -has / never slowly awakening and a better religion main true to truth as they see It; al- 
been known’before—tbe publication in than the world has ever known Is un- though members of a religious organ- 
a popular monthly magazines ‘issued-In folding to the consciousness of man. izatlon? I hold they can do so? I pre- 
the same city as this 'attacking paper, Spiritualism is not on a; decline. ’ fer fighting behind the breastworks bf 
of a contribution upholding'Spiritual- Spiritualism was never so far-reach-1 an organization, to fighting alone, out 
ism. I refer to the. afutle by Miss ing as at the present. The result of the on a picket line.
Mary Blossom, published in John Wan- work in the Albany Legislature .last! We must all remember that a new 
nmaker’s “Everybody’s Magazine” for winter, bears/strongly on this point, presentation of a grand truth,-always 
May. ^lost"people kno^v’that Mr. Wan- The three bills that were presented, viz: provokes criticism, rebuff and obloquy, 
a maker is a strenuous chdxchman, that The Bell, Wagner and Babcock-, were We need not expect to be an exception 
he runs a large Sunday£ctiool that he framed for mischief, and bad they to this rule In Nature. Those who 
personally. superintends. 5Je edits this passed, would have handicapped every would be strong'must fight for‘that 
magazine, himself, a^ Is^he first edit- medium in. the Stater besides, other leg- strength. To the vigilant, the active, 
or of.a popular magazlnfe;that has had islative bodies, were waiting to see l the brave, Is success' promised. : The 
the courage and .good.^se to print an what was done In the Empire State, languid and weak are no help to any 
article on SpirltuallsmLa^d he has done and sent letters to. Albany, urging that new cause. We need strong men and 
so because he is pefeted aid has no fear the bills pass, that a precedent might be women to proclaim our cause, our soul- 
that Spiritualism will'b®ome a “back established for other States; the bills uplifting .truths, to the hungering mul- 
alley” belief.. When peojiqjjease to be-J did hot pass, a most glorious precedent, titude, for truly they do hunger after 
lieve and ignore the faqh'of gravita- Indeed! Why did they not pass? Spirit-' the.knowledge of an immortal -life, 
tion, the knowledge of InYmortallty ob- uallsts went to Albany to defend the Our duty Is to bring this truth to be- 
tained through /spirit - communication I Hghts ot the. people and to explain I come.a palpable reality to the masses, 
may become obsolete -■ an fl be repudl-1 what the bills involved. Tbe 'readers | This Will require time and . patience 
ated, but hol bef^^\;

ductive of success and the advance- 
vancement of the cause we love, than 
the-operations of small guerilla bands 
under the leadership that Is inspired by 
sundry and divers motives. These can 
noyer manifest that unity which is born, 
of the-eleventh commandment! “That 
ye love one another.” Too often has 
the desire for self-aggrandizement 
overruled self-sacrifice; tliat concession 
we must make when one becomes two, 
three or more. If we can only under­
stand there may be united action with­
out concession of spirit consciousness, 
we could be held and rest within tbe 
mighty arms of tbe Universal Spirit.

It does not follow, however, that our 
cause is lost, because we have delayed 
to recognize the fact that unity is 
strength. Nor can we infer spirit 
power or manifestation is any less, on 
an average, .than It has always been 
Any person who has sought to learn 
concerning Spiritualism from tho love 
of the truth and a real desire to know, 
will never let go. They are in our 
ranks, whether living or dead, forever.

If they were simply seeking the 
loaves and fishes of the physical pres­
ent, they are bound to drop out, so soon 
as the supply is, for them, exhausted, 
and because seeking place and prom­
inence, are just as likely to return to 
the nauseous twaddle of the churches, 
as anywhere else. Moreover, the loss 
Is of the smallest consequence to the 
Spiritual ranks, for tbeir contributions 
are generally of the penny, or rarely of 
the nickel variety. They always Jn- 
*tend the balance sheet shall be in their

; favor.
I am positive the cry of “fraud” is 

overdone. The one shriek of a dis­
gruntled, is magnified by tbe malign, 
the self-Interested and those who con­
stantly dog our steps with malicious 
bitterness born of hate. After fifty 
years of active existence, the only accu­
sations that appear are superficial, and 
do not concern the reality of Spiritual­
ism. The wonderful unfoldment her­
alded by th^ angelic hosts throughout 
the length and breadth of the earth, 
has too firm a foundation to be over­
thrown.

We always find what we look for. 
If we are satisfied with only seeking 
phenomena on the physical plane, as 
we would go into a sideshow or a dime 
museum, there are elementals of the 
earth earthy, who will fill our gaping 
mouths and throats, ad nauseam. But 
If we desire to come into the conscious­
ness of our oneness with the Universal 
Spirit, as God is said to have taught the 
angels in Paradise, so will they teach, 
us of the spirit that lives forever; of 
the souls we create which die not and 
of the purified, perfected body whose 
atoms have come into touch with splrifc—j 
consciousness and Immortal life. <5

I . No human being denies tbe fact of the 
invisible life. I, in common with many

I others, have more relatives near and 
dear in the Beyond than here, Shall I, 
can I, deny their life, or their power to 
communicate with me? When I add 
to this a psychic gift, how can I be oth- • 
er than a Spiritualist? May God and

I the angels grant me strength to ever 
cssert this belief as mine. A true Spir- 

htiialist will never deny his faith by 
word or deed. Days may come and: . 
days may go. Spiritualism is on the 
earth, to come fully into the hearts and • 
minds of men.

W. P. PHELON, M. D.

unto tbe harvest, and the laborers are 
few-and scattered. Can we bring them < 
together, and hold them in tbe ranks to ., 
fight the serried hosts of an old super-; 
stition? We hope that a knowledge of 
our grand truths, and the facts to sup-.

I port it, will aid us greatly in this noble 
work you and I and all Spiritualists are 
entered upon. *

ALONZO THOMPSON, j
-Fullerton, Neb. . •'
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A*JOY AND COMFORT. WHAT IS MOST NEEDED
After Forty Years, Loves It 

More than Ever.
The Local Status of Spirit 

ualism.

basigjruths.
Negatives “The Decline of

Spiritualism.”

A GRAB OF TRUTH.
Organization the Great Rem 

m edy.

SPIRITUALISM
Will Sing Its Silent Song to 

Every Heart

UNFAIR, MISLEADING.]
There Is No decline in Wis 

consin. ‘^.
To the Editor:—According to the re­

port of the Philadelphia Press, Spirit­
ualism is losing its membership, aud 
Spiritualism is on the decline, and all 
ou account of a scant attendance seen 
at some of our church meetings. And 
you ask me to say, from my standpoint, 
as to what I taluk is the cause. In re­
ply, if there is auy decline in Spiritual­
ism, I don’t know it. One thing I do 
know, Spiritualism has not declined 
any with me. Ou the contrary, .and 
now after forty years’ acquaintance 
with it, I love it more than ever. The 
good ship Spiritualism still hovers 
around her own deep,, blue waters, is 
not stranded, nor docked for repairs, 
but floats proudly along, as ever, and 
with clear, bright'oars, and skillful 
rowers, she makes her life-boats skip, 
filling the air with joy and hilarity, to 
rescue and to save from life’s turbulent, 
dark waters, all who iu distress cry to 
her aloud, “Ship ahoy!” aud who for 
safety want to .get ou board, now as 
ever. But I do know that there is a 
great deal of upMby, spiritual apathy 
or indifference on the part of many ad­
vanced Spiritualists, tQ church-going. 
Not that they have lost their faith, or 
or fallen from grace (as the Methodists 
would put It), but simply from getting 
tired of the church-going habit. These 
advanced Spiritualists have passed 
through all the different grades, from 
junior to senior classes in Spiritualism, 
and many are disposed to think they 
have got all there is to get in It. Not 
that they think they know It all, but 
that, at present, it seems there Is noth­
ing more for them In church-going, ex­
cept to fulfill a pastor’s requirements, 
breathe an unsanitary air, in badly ven­
tilated halls, or tired with the tedium 
of a prolonged sermon. Nevertheless, 
these church absentees, of whom there 
are everywhere great numbers, are uot 
drones In the hive of Spiritualism, for, 
like so many missionaries at large, 
they seize upon every opportunity to 
disseminate spiritual light, to combat 
error and forward the cause of truth.

So, Mr. Editor, you must uot allow 
your readers to imagine for a moment 
that Spiritualism is on the decline. 
Possibly, the floating procession of cu­
riosity seekers who, in hope of getting 
tests, do sometimes crowd our meet­
ings, especially wheu announced that 
some great platform test mediums are 
to be on hand, then before next meet­
ing, some great imposture, perhaps, is 
reported-these curiosity seekers get so 
badly frightened at these occasional 
scarecrows, that for a long time again 
they may not be seen at our meetings, 
and because of their absence, Spiritual­
ism is supposed to be on the decline. 
At any rate, Spiritualism—Modern Spir­
itualism, that has so convulsed the 
world, and now the battle ground, for 
npjr religious thought and freedom 
must not be gauged by church attend­
ance, for if all our churches were 
closed for want of attendance, Spirit­
ism, like the universe, would still re­
main active, and with all its good qual­
ities ministering here, there and every­
where to the human race, outside the 
churches. For Spiritualism is not con­
fined to churches, or church services. 
Nevertheless, churches to some may be 
useful, but to advanced Spiritualists, 
churches at present have lost their use­
fulness. Advanced Spiritualists know 
that Spiritualism is true, and that 
knowledge to them is among the dear­
est things of life. They never can go 
bock on Spiritualism, ou the contrary, 
and as proof, they are the chief sup­
porters of our Spiritual press, they 
could not exist and be happy without 
their regular weekly spiritual journals. 
And as further proof, they are always 
ready to extend financial aid, for the

The present agitation with regard to 
the standing of Spiritualism being on 
the decline in the United States, Is not 
warranted by the facts. .Changes in, 
and unstable organization of the cause, 
has made It appear so. It is true that 
local societies have organized and lived 
an ephemeral life and passed away 
leaving innocuous desuetude in some 
instances—but usually to permit some 
other person to try hls or her ability to I 
lead and direct. Frequently, these | 
changes occur because each of these | 
wouid-be leaders will not give support. । 
to the other. 1

Much is said about mediums and , 
speakers being envious of . each other. 
The fact is that the personal conflict 
usually occurs within the local body 
between the aspirants for leadership 
there, and Is not always mediums in op­
position as such, but individuals seek­
ing control of the public work.

The speakers and mediums of stand­
ing In our public cause manifest , a 
strong and cordial fraternity. With 
these there is general good-will. And 
the public worker Is not usually a 
wrong-doer,, but Is a patient aud long- 
suffering toiler. These work against 
many odds of conditions to furnish 
means and opportunity. The cry goes 
out incessantly for purity of character 
and personal education, appearance, 
dignity, energy and sacrifice. A great 
need exists that these attributes shall 
be found In the state and local officers 
and members. The character of the so­
ciety official works good or bad results 
in a community for the local effort. 
The wrong person obtains control more 
frequently than does the right one.

Ignorance of language and inability 
to appreciate logic, is often the condi­
tion of members and auditors In local 
meetings—and this handicaps the com­
petent speaker.

I often hear of a capable lecturer who 
spoke over the heads of the people and 
was not understood. I have often been 
asked to talk with plain language as 
possible, and told by these people that 
Mrs, — was much the better speaker, 
when Mrs.---- was well known to be a 
language butcher. I talk with very 
many, and often get letters from 
people who are not able to speak or 
write with grammatical accuracy. As 
a rule the ignorant criticise the speaker 
most. And these are asking for more 
culture on our platform. The measur­
ing is usually by processes of assimila­
tive sympathy created by sensuous con­
ditions rather than scholarly merit.

Spiritualism should work with and 
for the poor, depraved and ignorant— 
but these should not be the managers 
and judges of the public cause. The 
more intelligent and capable class have 
been driven away by the arrogant en­
croachments of the opposite class. This 
is one cause for the decline of local so­
cieties. Such managers have put their 
kind upon the platform and labored 
for an attraction of numbers that the 
dime at the door may be amply multi­
plied. The sensational of every charac­
ter has been given superior place and 
the intelligent relegated to the rear. A 
crass mediumship has served them bet­
ter than the refined and cultured. Thus 

। has superior merit been superseded, and 
the more refined and intellectual mem­
bers driven into other cults, or to their 
libraries alone.

Membership has counted for very lit­
tle. We go on with effort to convert the 
dear skeptic and then let him severely 
alone, after conversioh—excepting we 
ask for hls contributions to the cause. 
What we need most in local societies is 
culture for members—and also spirit 
communion for tbeir comfort and edi­
fication. Boon as a society Is organized

furtherance of the cause, when called it runs to public phenomena and neg- 
upon. These veterans are among the loots intellectual and mediumistic cul- 
thiukers and workers, who in early ture. Mediumship is used for public 
days championed the Spiritual cause, sensation and attraction, rather than 
and despite all opposition and adverse tho utilities of the society and its mem- 
crlticism, helped to establish, make, and bers upon Intellectual and spiritual 
exalt It to where It is to-day—a sublime planes. Herein lies the greatest cause 
ideal religion, a religion based on a ra- for society decline. No inducement for 
tional theology, and in harmony with prolonged membership is offered; but 
enlightened reason, and the Golden the greater advantage is given the vis- 
Rule. And to them, there is no Ism on Itor. Whilst we need propaganda, we 
earth half so beautiful. They, there- need more self-culture first, and mu- 
fore, will not likely lose that for which tual fraternity always. Let us advance 
they have worked with loving sacrifice, mediumslm) Into a consecration for 
and paid for at so dear a price. There splritual/unfoldment until - we utilize 
is such a thing in the world, as getting the phenomena and communication of 
religion and also getting rid of IL But the spirit for soul culture and scientific 
there Is no such thing as getting rid of demonstration of life beyond the grave. 
Spiritualism, for a Spiritualist once, a We need higher ideals—we need more
Spiritualist, always. sentiment, emotion and devotion. We

To the advanced Spiritualist, the new are too cold, critical and Hellish. Hu- 
Spiritual philosophy is the grandest mnultarianism is professed, but not ex­
truth on earth, and as our experience ercised. It is a selfish desire and a low 
in It has been the grandest experience use of the spirits that is brought to the
of our lives. mediums. They are not asked to at-

Spiritualism has brought us face to tract the higher spirit intelligences, ho 
face with our beloved dead, and we I much as they are to serve-tbe sensuous, 
know therefore there is no death, for If selfish desires of a crude inquisitor, 
they-live, we shall live also. Time A sincere desire for spirit communion 
without number spirit friends have is not, frequent, but a personal desire 
been to us a very help in time of for worldly help is Incessant This 
trouble. They have many times, as if drags mediumship to low planes and at- 
by miracle, rescued us from accidents, tracts lower intellects to Its display, 
danger and death. They have taught We cannot expect to have progress

To answer an article in the secular 
press concerning Spiritualism is a 
waste of time. To publish that answer 
In a Spiritualistic journal Is like 
“bringing coals to Newcastle.”

If it had ever been known that the 
secular press took the pains to read any 
of the literature of Spiritualism; or if 
the secular press had ever been known 
to treat the subject with any degree of 
fairness except in a few notable In­
stances, it would be.different. But the 
truth concerning Spiritualism cannot 
be arrived at by the general public un­
til the general public are willing to 
read, and tlie newsi>apers are willing to 
publish, carefully written statements 
ou the subject.

However, we feel quite sure the Phil­
adelphia Press has placed a construc­
tion upon' ML Barrett’s utterances that 
neither he nor his coadjutors intended. 
There is no decline in Spiritualism; nor 
is there any decline in interest in the 
.subject matter t that Spiritualism 
brings.

Decline in the attendance at local 
meetings. Is largely, and almost wholly, 
due to the fact that Spiritualism has 
permeated the churches. Nearly every 
minister, of the so-called liberal 
churches, and .ryany (imong the clergy 
of orthodox denominations, are preach­
ing Spiritualism knowingly, from their 
pulpits every Sunday. This operates 
two ways: It throws the glamor of 
“popularity” over an unpopular cause, 
and the Spiritualist who attends a lib­
eral church Is freed ?rom tbe persecu­
tion and personal obloquy that for half 
a century have enfolded the “New 
Movement”

Tbe liberal churches have thriven be­
cause Spiritualism. .has set men free 
from orthodox trammels. While the 
Rev Mr. Haweis, of London, Rev. He­
ber Newton, of New York, and a score 
of others show distinctly by their ser­
mons, and in plain language, that Spir­
itualism is a gpat factor in human life 
to-day. . '

Another cause of the decline of single 
local societies, in qur opinion, is tbe 
fact that there are so many small meet­
ings. With the increasing distances in 
large cities one meeting place for all is 
quite impossible. . In most places the 
aggregate attendance is much greater 
than formerly, but even where such Is 
not tbe case there are usually local 
causes.

In tbe opinion of the writer, the fact 
of frauds being perpetrated in the name 
of genuine phenomena is not the rea­
son for the so-called “decline.” If the 
real phenomena were on the decline, 
frauds would also decline. The spuri­
ous coin follows the genuine, and does 
not Increase in circulation wheu the 
genuine Is withdrawn.

We feel quite sure, however, that 
Spiritualism, as a philosophy and re­
ligion, taught from Sunday to Sunday 
iu a pleasing and Instructive manner 
would have interested a class of minds 
that now have recourse to the Unita­
rian nnd Independent churches. But 
the real cause of the apparent loss of 
hold on the public Is: Spiritualists have 
been afraid of organization; afraid of a 
declaration of principles, and, there­
fore, have allowed the principal teach- 

: Ings of Spiritualism to be taken up as 
i new by such later cults as “Theoso­
phy.” “Christian Science" and “Psychic 
Research.” The basic truths of Spirit­
ualism and the. realms of thought to 
which‘they legitimately lead should 
have been* made prominent during the 
entire half century In which tbe Phe­
nomena and philosophy have been be­
fore the world. Spiritualists have held 
to the phenomena ns demonstrating tbe 
continuance of personal life beyond the 
change death. But the intelligence be­
hind the phenomena’ is the real point 
of evidence, and one ceases to care for 
the method when communication is 
once established.

When at the Semi-centennial interna­
tional Conference of Spiritualists In 
London, held in June, 1898, Dr. Alfred 
Russel Wallace reiterated his state­
ments of spirit return, predicated upon 
phenomena investigated by him 35 
years before, and then read a paper on 
the solution of social problems in the 
light of what his Spiritualism has 
brought. Many • of those present 
thought he had wandered from the sub­
ject, or rather the object of the confer­
ence. Why? Must facts and phenom­
ena forever be iterated and reiterated? 
Tbe true solution of the problems of life 
must be the final result of a knowledge 
of immortality.

The recent article of the Hon James 
B. Townsend in The Progressive Think­
er Is a case in point The whole realm 
of tbe spirit must be included in the 
scope of Spiritualism. Whatever can 
be known concerning the immortal ego 
must be accepted aS a portion of what 
Spiritualism brings. The writer of this 
has often said in public addresses, 
“Spiritualism is not a finality.” Pri­
marily because people narrow the word 
down to the limits of personal phenom­
ena and messages, Instead of enlarging 
the meaning to include all that the 
knowledge of the immortality of the

Replying toLan article that appeared 
in the Philadelphia Press of May 7, 
J901, we must) admit that there is a 
grain Q<tr,BtUia8 a basis upon which its 
exaggerated ^statements have been 
founded but only the smallest kind of a 
grain. /Therojare fraudulent mediums, 
too mquy of them, but they are uot 100 
per cept nor, 50 per cent, aud even 
doubt if there could be found among 
our mediums 10 per cent who are 
fraudulent, iomeet very few of the 
fraudulent class, but I will admit that 
1 meet quite, a number who in their ec­
static way of looking at things exagger- ! 
ate their mediumistic powers and some- ! 
times mistake impressions of their own 
minds for communications from the 
spirit world, v These should no more be 
classed with frauds than should the 
poor efforts of some of our poetic 
scribblers:be classed with plagiarism. 
I will also admit that a few years ago 
fraudulent mediums were quite nu­
merous among us, much more so than 
now; but .there has'been a weeding- 
out process among Spiritualists and a 
powerful, uprising in the Spiritualists’ 
ranks against them, and as a result, 
they have largely dropped out of 
sight.

Let us, for a moment, look into the 
causes of fraudulent mediumship, and 
then seek to find the remedy. Some of 
these fraudulent mediums have been 
made so by, the conditions with which 
they have been surrounded. They are 
genuine mediums as far as their medi­
umship, goes, -but beyond the limits of 
their mediumship they are frauds. The 
fraudulence- comes because more is de­
manded of them than their mediumship 
will warrant. The fault is not so much 
in them as. in the artificial conditions 
of society as at present constructed.

The article in the Phildelphia Press 
has a stilted and patronizing air about 
it which would seem to indicate that it 
was written by a Theosophist, and the 
object appears to have been to create a 
prejudice against all Spiritualistic phe­
nomena. Should this object be success­
ful, we should have the philosophy of 
Spiritualism shorn of its evidences of a 
life after so-called death. This would 
succeed but for the fact that we find 
mediumship close In touch with all 
true Spiritualists. The matter of inter­
course with human spirits is not a mat­
ter of speculation—it is a demonstrated 
fact. We do not believe that life con­
tinues after the death of the physical 
body—-wo know it We can no more 
reject mediumship than we can the 
multiplication table. Facts are too pal­
pable. We could as well surrender our 
convictions of the philosophy of Spirit­
ualism as of its phenomena.

But why Is this thus? Why do me­
diums perpetrate frauds? and why do 
frauds who are1 not mediums imitate or 
try to Iqiltate mediums? It is because 
of the r artificial ethics of our times 
which hitve been made to supplant nat­
ural ethics. hEvery Individual Is 
forced to obtain a livelihood, which un­
der present conditions is difficult to

I have before me your paper headed 
“The Decline of Spiritualism,” with 
your request of a brief review of the 
article printed hi the Philadelphia 
Press. I have taken the time from a 
very active life to respond, and en­
deavor to give you thoughtfully the 
views I entertain as to the present 
status of the philosophy of life we la­
bel and denominate Spiritualism. I 
cannot believe the Press correctly 
quoted Mr. Barrett, as the article would 
indicate that in his view Spiritualism 
was retrograding or losing ground. Mr. 
Barrett did undoubtedly decry against 
the apparent apathy and decline of lo­
cal societies, and the editor might well 
have drawn his deductions therefrom, 
that local societies are declining in 
numbers. If such be the truth, it is no 
more indication that Spiritualism is de­
clining than :that truth can be re­
versed, or the sun - refuse to send bis 
rays of light athwart the darkling 
earth.. That Spiritualism, undertaken 
to be put Into the tiny measure of a 
cult, a -religious organization, in the 
common, acceptation df the term- 
tethered to the present ungainly grub 
that so often masquerades in her mag­
nificent apparel, is (leelining, but’states 
a necessarily logical conclusion, to the 
truth of which the sooner we remove 
the bandage from our eyes and accept, 
the sooner it will be for the develop­
ment and growth of the spiritual cou- 
sclousness, of the peoples of the world.

To the writer’s mind, Spiritualism is 
the philosophy of life, the science of the 
soul, the religion (if you please to call 
it} of the soul; it is so comprehensive in 
its nature and attributes as to compre­
hend and embrace the sum total of all 
existence, all externalized life on this 
plane of existence, and all other inci­
dents of the soul heretofore expressed 
or hereafter to be expressed in its un­
varying growth and progress, limitless 
and incomprehensible. This necessarily 
includes all the duties and obligations 
of life to the individual soul, to our 
neighbors, to humanity and to the state.

To the Editor:—The article from the 
Philadelphia Press, entitled “The De­
cline of Spiritualism,” to । which you 
called my attention, is manifestly un­
fair and misleading. While there Is 
truth iu it. the truth is clothed in such 
garments that it appears in a false po­
sition: Taking an unprejudiced and 
unbiased view of the condition of Spir­
itualism as it is found to-day there can 
certainly be no decline discerned. 
Never in the history of the philosophy 
have there been such numbers of the 
more intelligent class of people em­
bracing its truths; never has there been 
such revision of creeds among other 
religions to bring them more into line 
with the teachings of Spiritualism. 
Even the straight-laced Presbyterian or 
Methodist must liberalize his views or 
withdraw from his accustomed pew. I 
believe as Moses Hull stated on a Chi­
cago platform a few months ago, “Spir­
itualism Is an aristocracy among relig­
ions, the very best that can be found 
for an intelligent person, but not calcu­
lated for fools or persons not mentally 
well-balanced.” Certainly the ' ten­
dency of the best thinkers of the pulpit 
Is in the direction of the philosophy, as 
is evidenced by the large numbers of 
orthodox ministers who have come out 
of their churches to embrace its truths 
before the public.

I can speak from personal knowledge 
of the progress of Spiritualism In my 
own state the past year, and I can say 
that never in the history of Wisconsin 
has there been the interest manifested 

। in the work among intelligent, thinking 
: people that there Is to-day. Fourteen 
I months ago the S&te Association was 
organized, chartered and Incorporated 
under the state law. and without a dol-
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us, too, tbe arts of right living, and under these conditions. The religion of 
thousands of times have directed us in Spiritualism must not be lost sight of. . , . i^™ .
the way of life, so that we know for Music and song are neglected—invoca- soul can. bring. Spiritualism offers the 
ourselves that Spiritualism is true. No tions often decried—and the discourses °nly legitimate evidence of the effects 
assaults upon it by the enemy, no ex- displaced by sensuous displays of ex- °f human life on tb6 Spirit after the 
posure of imposture, no adverse crltl- perimental mediumship. Therein He change called death. - Spirits uniformly 
clsm, can ever shake the faith of the pome causes for society decline. declare: “We reap what we have
advanced Spiritualist or members of its T] rAmpdv fa in the convert 1 so™-” The result of acknowledge of 
senior class. Not so the members of truth must be the planting of bet-
the junior class, and there are many of attra’ct|re meeting-nlaee good music ter secd in 9e F^de? of llfe- Earthly them in this city, nnd a large percent- ^^ ^J^J «
age of them, have, from time to time. Wni nn^ nnfrimn t0 spirit. Auererore, tne omy on-been numbered among my patients, and roul-^rellelous service tas end of^a ject of 1,u“an Possessions must be to
I pltv them. It Is surprising how f^L nl? use them ^ely while here, for thesus-many people through exposures of spir- act£“ spiritists are Increasing In Shuman societyZ sfia*

have crept In among us, to deceive and ~arv ““ maUklnd "re ’-“"^^ lt; bUt tUe
defraud for the money there was In ^ unon kuowlGd£G of ^ comes,.home to every
Few, however, of. these juniors In Spir- hi*h^^iInftcVnf ^ ^c Spiritualist with every messageitualism, knew anything whatever1 of ^'fc1^ from tlU unseen reaW;./'.
its philosophy, the knowledge ot which [aTetisFei Knowing the defects Whether Spiritualism as a name is re- 
is the first requisite ot a correct esti- ?e“"S mined of not,, we claim.that the dem­
mate of Spfrltnallsm. They bad but a | a„d Kvoted trSv^ I »«f^ H7thd8V±Jn^

istence beyond the change palled death 
is in the world because of Spiritualism. 
We claim that the added'advocacy of 
Immortality and spirit presence In the 
liberal and.orthodox pulpits to-day Is 
the result of Spiritualism..,?We claim

let us- construct upon planes' of purer
„ , x । ethics and of devoted fraternity.. The

superficial acquaintance with It, they I g£eaf need of humanity Is to realize 
-scarcely ever subscribed for a spiritual tbat ^ dead kre resUrrected and the 
£h!i«in<?Hiiof our loved can communicate 

With these great- truths re- 
thnmebv disgusted vealed and made continuous, we can

Many of these .juniors have since left gbfoVbat^^^^^ exaU^our^so^ ^and I ^at ^ie B^® ^ ^.? P^ent time Is 
the great body of Spiritualists. Some I minds nnto rh^h KniHtnni newer ihnt I Per™ded by -tfiat^

has brought;.“The .Gates Ajar,”-“Be- 
yond the Gates” and other Spiritual­
istic stories In magazines,; and even In 
the Sunday editions of dally papers too

.the great body ot Spiritualists. Some! minds, wit67.8uch spiritual power that 
.. hove joined one Ism, and some another; tbe world’s people may. be saved from 

others have gone back to tbeir old, ignorance, superstition*and bigotry., 
?™?h nnd^^ Surely,, we should organize and co-op-
teach and tell ot the talking snake, the 1 '“v -“““».’ w.^m^ ^\ ““••/. v“r^*^ ^~
triDie deltr not three but one not one $rat?' - Abd „we should teach Spiritual- numerous toTtfefitibn, all are owing to

' three where also they teach that lsm t0 ^ ronth? for 1Q ^ ^‘^ tho presence offlWtJ - ' '
the first man, Adam, was not born, but R%^^cSen’s Lyceum Tbe rewllt ‘^^^ ^ Hobson,.

Without it our local societies lack much 
of the. necessary soul force to achieve 
success? Sb. long as the circle or seance- 
room, composes aU we are devoted to, 
just that long will, our progress be de-, ? - =
layed. But, add to this a spiritual andmental culture—and-a humanitarian es- ^ ihA^Qn^JS raT%.Owl now fijppj..
prlt that will lead to .practical’ educa-
tion,.moral help and general .diuman. .^J^J^iite In4h^
good, their spiritualism will be»a great.
helper—and,not before—in the march of *? thu^ °'
Civilization? ■ GEO. W. -KATES tUe last haK of;the ^th century,-may, 

* perhaps, have’a-soul-name-unknown or
1?$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$?$$$$$$$$$^^ unheeded by*many*; YhVlct 'us aR’re.> 
: • i member, that Spiritualism- Is thus far
rows. Thus have I written, from my the only word In the ’English language 
standpoint? ' DR. EL GREER. I that stands fbt A Byffig evidence of a 

Chicago; HL • . . — I future life' did cbihmhnlbh^wltfi those

'made of mud, and other absurd non
sense, open to-ridicule. There is ’no 
church on earth, so full of nonsense as 
an orthodox church, except another or-1 
thodox church, and there are many or­
thodox churches, and all of them are- 
back Humbers.. They * educate away 
from truth and reason, and the more 
you learn from them, tbe lessyou-know 
of truth or reason. In a. word ’ ortho- i 
dox churches: are. no good, excepLjonly I 
for a mercenary priesthood. And now, j 
after forty years’ experience In Spirit- i 
ualj#, there la to me no word in the 
English language half so sweet as Sph^? 
Itualism. - Spiritualism means Pcace{om 
Earffi, Good Win to Man. Spiritualism' 
—a name ever dear to me, has ever been ; 

: toy joy and comfort in the midst of sot*?]

do. Meantime every other Individual 
is on tbe alert to snatch as much as 
possible,:of that'livelihood from him as 
soon as>he obtains It, and as he Is not 
able to save all he obtains, he, too, must 
join Ini the scramble. The united ef­
forts ofi'the entire world result in a 
given amount »f product in excess of 
consumption, and the fellow who ob­
tains therlargod amount of that excess 
IncreaseaTbWprobabintles against want, 
and is.also:regarded With admiration 
by his Ifesa fortunate comrades.
• Snatching the earnings of another be­
comes a necessity under our false1 sys­
tem of ethics, and every device is re­
sorted to’as a means to that end. 
Therefore the medium on the point of 
starvation, must supplement his or her 
mediumship by fiction, and the mount­
ebank who believes, as everybody 
seems to think, he has a legal right to 
all he can get, no matter wbo sustains 
the loss, will use every effort to com­
pass hls neighbors and rob them of 
their earnings. “As Jannes and Jam- 
bres withstood Moses, so do these like­
wise resist the truth.”

A complete remedy to’these evils can 
be obtained only by a reconstruction 
of our politico-financial system upon the 
principles of the brotherhood of the hu­
man family, but as we have no hopes of 
revolutionizing our economic system be­
fore the people have grown to it, we 
must find the next best thing. This Is I 
a thorough organization of Spiritual­
ists. Let all: tbe Spiritualists be thor­
oughly organized, so that every one of 
their names shall be enrolled with some 
local organization; requiring each me- j 
dium traveling from one place to anoth­
er to carry credentials stating the phase 
of hls or'her- .’mediumship, and other 
facts concerning hls or her moral char­
acter, and also requiring the secretaries 
of each society to publish In the Spirit­
ualist organs of state and national so­
cieties a description and the name of 
each fakir operating hls part of the 
country, so that It will be known that 
they are unendorsed 1 by Spiritualists. 
We will-thus place dvery man and wo­
man professing • Spiritualism beyond 
suspicion, and give to our mediums a 
character impossible under our present 
unorganized condition.

When a person tells me he Is a mem­
ber in such or such a church, a question 
is Immediately raised in my mind 
whether be may not be a hypocrite* be­
cause I have-learned that most of hyp­
ocrites seek refuge In some church, and 
he may possibly be one of them; so 
when a mail claims to be a Spiritualist, 
I am uncertain tin I have become bet­
ter acquainted' With him, whether ’he 
may not be a rich and stingy.old fellow, 
who having obtained a little light upon 
the subject by ponging off from medi­
ums, and IsdoO stingy to show hls faith' 
uy bis wdflks ahU contribute from hls 
wealth foi*Hie benefit of those who are 
starving fVf truth, and If he professes 
to be a nledlunPMiether It isvposslble 
he may ndf<bea‘Jraud; All this because 
he has nothing Behind him. ’ If Spirit­
ualists wcW thoroughly organized and 
a person as In a secret society, was re­
quired to Show liTs traveling card, or a 
medium would be required to present 
his or her Q^edenWals, there could be no 
further trfitiblc; and what Is more, no 
fakir coulffHpracWce deception on any 
community, because it would be'at once 
known whether h& was operating under 
the ausplc^fe of th^local society.

Let me ^ty thffl the organization of 
.Spiritualists worM give character and 
respectability to them as a people. As 
It is now, tfiany people are ashamed to 
be known as Spiritualists on account of 
the frauds1 And disreputable characters 
traveling under that name.

Norton, Kuns. ->'• • D. W. HULL.
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In other words, it bounds and contains 
every duty and obligation to humanity, 
society and government, the inevitable 
and necessary consequence ot which 
the individual cannot evade or shirk. 
Spiritualism may be called, in other 
words, the science of life. But however 
you labelize it, however you define it, 
however you may undertake to char­
acterize It, it transcends immeasurably 
the suggestion or idea of a religious 
cult or organization framed upon the 
narrow grounds of such an idea.

As a student of this profound philoso­
phy, I observe from an examination of 
such data as has come under my ob­
servation that In Its so-called early 
modern day those convinced of its truth 
did not range themselves into an organ­
ization, yet many were induced to lis­
ten and accept. At the date of the 
Hydesville manifestations, the world 
was immersed In the bigotry of ecclesl- 
astlclsm and superstition on the one 
hand, and in the withering aud blight­
ing thought of materialism on the 
other. People, eager to know if the ter­
rors of the theological hell could be 
torn from out the clutches of the cler­
gy, eager to know if so-called death was 
the end of all, sought the gleams of 
light in breathless suspense and nursed 
the truth to their hungry souls In their 
first proofs that the hell of orthodoxy 
was a myth and materialism a travesty 
upon nature and life. To-day, no one 
fears the hril of the church; it no longer 
terrorizes the multitude. Materialism 
is without vitality and the cumbrous 
tenement it had builded and inhabited 
is in decay; disintegration Is written 
upon its face.

What, think you, has accomplished 
tbis marvelous result? al was the 
growth of the spiritual consciousness of 
the people, awakened by the Inspiration 
of the angelic visitants. All honor to 
the torchbearers of truth, to those who 
held high the lamp of Inspiration until 
it penetrated morass and swamp. But 
do not for an Instant think this splen­
did accomplishment, this surpassing 
achievement was produced by organiza­
tion along modernly suggested and ex­
emplified methods. Do not think these 
splendid results can be bottled up In a 
little cult and labeled religion, as I have 
used the term. Why the necessity of 

i another graft upon ecclesiastical dogma I 
’ named religion? Spiritualism as viewed 
; and taught by many who call them­
selves Spiritualists demonstrates that 
there is life after so-called death. Such 
persons bandage their eyes with a strip 
torn from the magnificent garment of 
Truth and seek Xor no more light.

If Spiritualism means anything, It | 
means much more than tbis. It means 
the cultivation and the opportunity of 
externalized expression of the won­
drous attributes of tbe soul; it means a 
study of self, of. the sublimity of the 
conscious human ego we denominate 
soul; It means the awakening of self to 
that degree of spiritual activity that 
can comprehend that we are parts of 
divinity, infinitude, or whatever you 
denominate the creative or formative 
principle of lire; it means tbe awaken­
ing to the wondrous knowledge that 
colled within this .principle we call soul 
are powers transcendant that are only 
circumscribed In their expression by 
our ignorance and the limitations we 
ourselves, place upon them. In short, 
it means., the discovery of profound 
truths which, when discovered, must be 
appropriated and absorbed by our hu­
man hearts. A truth discovered to the 
intellect amounts to but little in the 
growth- of the soul. • Too many of us 
are intellectual Spiritualists and are 
content to rest Upon an intellectual ac­
quisition instead of going to the point 
where the truths discovered become a 
very part of life and dally expression. 
Toro many of us recognize the regal gar-; 
nmta ?ot :Truth, we are. charmed by 
their tint and coloring, we analyze tbeir 
component parts as an Intellectual I 
pastime; but how many put them on for 
dally weat? /

You ask me what is the cause of the 
decadence of Spiritualism? I answer 
that’’Spiritualism, as embodied in the 
eternal- - principles of truth, sweeps 
through - the universe with a deeper, 
grander anthem for the listening ears 
of humanity, * with tenderer, sweeter 
vibration than ever' before In the his­
tory otman. Her garments are woven 
out of. human acts and worthy deeds. 
They are perfumed by the tears and 
sighs of human, grief. They are tinted 
by that charity whose fragrance is love.

You. ask me. what we shall do to pro­
mote. the : growth: of Spiritualism? I 
answer spiritualize pur. own souls; 
recognize our own : kinship to. the In-' 
finite^ recognize., our soul’s wondrous 
possibilities; develop, its magnificent

I attributes and. externalize the develop­
ment an our conduct, with our brother 
man and?sister<woman; live the truth 
we have gleaned; be not content with 
its knowledge; but -good enough, brave 
enough, honest-.• enough . to j follow 
whithersoever, it loads. . .. •

You askriue bow I shall know the 
truth? Sheds "go beautiful,’ her raiment 
is so-unapproachable that the most un­
developedsoul.readily,.recognizes her 

I splendld'iablt T^ Is never so 
blinded/never sb shrouded by Ignor- 

I ance, glbom or.superstition but If per- 
’ mitten dnerffnily points to the right

lar In its treasury at Its Inception it has 
collected and expended as much money 
in the placing of true Spiritualism be­
fore the people of the commonwealth 
as any state in the Union. Chartered 
societies are affiliating with the associ­
ation, and are working in an organized 
and thorough manner to stamp out 
fraud and trickery and present on our 
platforms and in private nothing but 
what can be relied upon to be the truth. 
One drawback which I find to the ad­
vancement of the cause in this state 
hitherto has been the lack of speakers, 
many societies disbanding because they 
cannot obtain a lecturer, and It will al­
ways be so until organization has bad 
a chance to overcome the weakness aud 
the present custom of itinerant speak­
ers Is a thing of tbe past. We number 
in our enrollment many of the best 
minds of our state—lawyers, doctors, 
judges, teachers and preachers. Is this 
decline? No, and when the people of 
the world wake up to the fact that the 
philosophy of Spiritualism is a truth 
which can be demonstrated In the pri­
vacy of their own home, where no 
chance of fraud or trickery can enter, 
and then lend their energies to effective 
organization, instead of the decline as 
depicted by the Press, we shall witness, 
first, tbe upbuilding of a strong Spirit­
ualist church, and second, the liberaliz­
ing and changing of existing creeds to 
conform to common sense and the abso­
lute truth. k.

While I will of necessity admit the 
falling off in numbers of members of 
organized Spiritualists, I believe I am 
right in saying that the elimination of 
fraud and deceit has played its part as 
one of the causes, and that the organi­
zation to-day is better because of It, as 
the wheat is better when winnowed, al­
though It has lost in the number of ker­
nels, It has suffered little In weight and 
Improved its value. I mean that to-day 
there are more of the best minds, of the 
thinkers of this country, In our ranks 
than there ever has been, and that 

, when curiosity hunters, sign seekers, 
' and material Spiritualists have been 
s winnowed out, we shall have a follow- 
| Ing of honest, Intelligent, and earnest 
thinking men and women who cun and 
will do “concrete work.”

Spiritualism on the decline? Never! 
When the philosophy taught by organ­
ized Spiritualists of to-day declines, 
then must fall the whole fabric of re­
ligion now known. Facts are facts, 
and while tbe erudite minister of the 
gospel tries to prove the falsity of Sir 
Isaac Newton’s discovery of the law of 
gravitation, and the rotundity of the 
earth, the facts remain. So it Is with 
Spiritualism, It does not matter who as­
sails It, the truth will prevail and the 
fact will remain. And when the organ­
ization has passed through the con­
struction stage and emerged upon the 
plane of larger broader brotherhood of 
man,, personal jealousies and local in­
terests will be set aside and unforgot­
ten in the grand upbuilding of the 
whole. A little more of the decline we 
have had in Wisconsin in the past few 
years and Spiritualism will outnumber 
the most numerous cults of to-day.

CLARA L. STEWART.
Fond du Lac, Wls. Pres. W. S. S. A.
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Shall we organize? Can we organize? 

Yes. on the broad principles of tbe 
brotherhood of humanity; on the broad 
principles of altruism; on the broad 
principles of eternal progression.

Has there been any decadence of 
Spiritualism? I must answer no, per­
haps have already answered. There 
can be no more decadence of Spiritual­
ism than there can be decadence of 
truth. Spiritualism grows and keeps 
step with the awakening of spiritual 
consciousness, and with its awakening 
comes its concomitant truth. Spiritual­
ism is to-day a more potent force for 
good, a more profound ally for the 
amelioration of the suffering condition 
of humanity than ever before. It will 
continue in the majestic sweep on its 
tireless conquest of human souls. It 
will sing its silent song to every heark­
ening heart, until the builder within 
constructs an organization, a philoso­
phy that must be externalized. This 
philosophy of humanity, this organiza- 

I tion will crystallize itself Into one mag­
nificent effort for the development of 
the race. To speed this inevitable con- 

. sequence, this necessary result, In ad­
dition to the splendid spiritualistic 
press we need consecrated’ teachers 
who live the truth tbeir inspired lips 
utter; we need the teachers whose spir­
itual consciousness has been so awak­
ened by truth that they can come into 
harmonious relation with its fountain 
sources; whose very lives are mental 
pictures of purity,- truthfulness, so­
briety'and honesty; whose daily walk is 
an exalted example of justice, fraterni­
ty and love. The day speeds,, the hour 
hastens. This Spiritualism, is for every 
child in the universe of God.
:. x - JOHN W; WRAY,

• President©! the Temple.
Fort Worth,.Texas.. \u • ;• A

“Spiritual Bongs ipr the Use of Cir­
cles, Camp-meetings and Other Spirit 
Ualfatic 'Gatherbags.’* ]’■ By Mattle • E 
Hull,. For sale at thia office. Ptice 10 
cents. • ' ' v

“The Spiritual Significance, or,-Death 
as an Event in Life. By Lilian Whit­
ing.” One of Miss Whiting’almost sug­
gestive, Intensely interesting'- spiritual 
books. It ts laden wltlr rldb| thought­
ful spirituality.- For sale at this office. 
Price Ik ’ .*? :'* ;:^^^ -:^:^.

To the Editor:—Please put this head* 
ing in quotation marks, for Spiritual* 
ism is not going Into a decline. It was 
never’ more prosperous, nor did it ever 
do a better work than is now being 
done. When I began thirty years since 
to preach that Spiritualism was bidding 
high for frauds—that it would soon 
have them galore—that it was fast ap­
proaching the point where an honest 
medium could not compete with them, 
and thus every medium would be com­
pelled to resort to tricks or starve on 
leave the field, good Brother Luther 
Colby, editor of the Banner of Light, 
ruled both my articles and my name 
out of hls paper.

What changes a few years bring; that 
great journal now seems to be iu the 
Tont ranks of those who are deter- 
ermlned to sift the frauds out of Spir- 
tuallsm. The very fact that our most 
ntelllgent editors and speakers now 

see that our army must be purified, or 
Spiritualism must die of the virus of 
fakeism, is one of the best signs of tho 
times.

Many things besides those which have 
been mentioned by pessimistic writers 
and speakers have contributed to ren­
der our audiences smaller, and the in­
terest in Spiritualism apparently less 
than it was a generation since.

One thing is, the wonder phase of 
Spiritualism has passed away. It Is no 
longer a curiosity to hear a girl or a 
boy deliver an eloquent discourse on a 
comparatively new subject. People 
have become so familiar with the facts 
of Spiritualism that they are no longer 
startling.

The time was whe nthere was no 
place for the great unchurched mass 
outside the ranks of Spiritualism. Dur­
ing the last twenty-five years Spiritual­
ists have swarmed again and again, 
after the fashion of orthodoxy. They 
have formed Into Psychic Research so­
cieties, Theosophical societies, Chris­
tian Science Associations (minus only, 
Christianity and Science), Spiritual Sci­
ence, and Mental Science societies. Be­
side that, there are in Boston, New 
York, Chicago, and other cities dozens 
of small meetings in Insignificant halls 
and parlors, instead of one or two 
large societies meeting in large public 
halls, as In former times.

Put all the elements now In these so­
cieties, into Spiritualism proper, as in 
former times, and I firmly believe that 
our meetings will be larger than ever 
before. Another reason for (he appar­
ent decadence of Spiritualism is, the 
churches have all become more liberal 
than they were thirty years ago. Spirit­
ualism has done more to liberalize the 
churches than It has to build up Spirit­
ualist societies. It has infused Itself 
into the churches and utterly erad­
icated from them the doctrines of orig­
inal sin, the fall of man, total depravity, 
a literal and endless bell of fire and 
brimstone; a vicarious atonement, 
which so changes God as to make 
him willing to save people from justice 
—these doctrines, I say, are no longer 
preached. Indeed Liberalism and Spir­
itualism are openly preached In many 
pulpits. As. the church comes nearer 
tbe people they patronize It more.

I now doubt whether the liberal ele­
ment will ever generally come into spir­
itual societies. Indeed, if the existing 
social Institutions can be converted and 
used that will do quite as well as to or­
ganize new societies.

There is one more factor which as­
sists in settling this question; that is, 
the attendance at the churches is drop­
ping off almost, if not quite as much aa 
that of the Spiritualist meetings. The 
same can be said of platform lectures 
in general. The literary lyceums are 
not patronized as they were twenty-five 
years ago.

We must all make up our minds to 
face this reality. Until within the last 
fifty years people were educated almost 
entirely through their ears; to-day they 
receive the most of their education 
through their eyes. The book, tho 
pamphlet, and the newspaper now take 
the place of the sermon and the lecture 
of former years.

A generation ago Spiritualism had 
It had but two weekly papers; they 
but few books; and in the United States 
it bad but two wookly papers; they 
were ably edited, but one of those was 
compelled to suspend for want of sup- ■ 
port. To-day there are four great 
weekly papers and a half-dozen smaller 
one. There are several monthlies and 
two semi-monthlies. These papers are 
all read. As people form the habit of 
reading they Incline more and more to 
stay away from lectures and sermons.

Our literature in the shape of books 
and pamphlets is greatly on the in­
crease: there is more of It than people 
have the time to read.

There is one more Item which must 
work in to account for part of this ap­
parent apathy; Spiritualism has been a 
kind of “go-as-you-please” religion. 
Any one who has felt that be wanted to 
hear himself talk, has ordained himself 
and sent himself out to preach; there 
has been no organized body to say 
anything in favor or against such 
speakers going out as representatives 
of Spiritualism. The result has been 
that the world has become disgusted 
with the manifest lack of oratorical 
power, logic, rhetoric, and sometimes 
of even the first principles of English 
grammar of the average speaker, and 
as a result, has given the theories they, 
represent, or rather mis-represent the 
cold shoulder. When we conclude that 

- no speaking at all is better than Ignor­
ant speaking; when we see to it that In­
telligent and honest men and women 
only are placed on our platforms; when 
we cease to patronize ignorance and 
imbecility; when it comes to be under­
stood that an advertisement for a Spir­
itualist sermon or lecture means .that 
there is to be something said worth 
hearing; that it costs something.of an 
outlay of brain power to make one ac* 
ceptable advocate of Spiritualism, then, 
and not until then will Spiritualism 
again attract the attention of the world.

Ayhlsky-drlnklng, tobacco-chewing of 
smoking, or . card-playing ignoratn* 
uses are not fit representatives of Tho 
progressive thought of the world. Wo 
must purify our rostrums. “Be ye 
clean that bear the vessel of the Lord."-’

MOSES HULL.:
••Gleanings from the Rostrum,” Bn 

X B. French Cloth, ?h Tor Rale.at 

*Ms office, ̂^^ ^
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TRUTH IS ETERNAL. POSITIVE DENIAL A VETERAN'S VIEW LET GOU 0 SPIRITUALISM KILLING IT OFF. STRONG AND BEAUTIFUL
Spiritualism the Best Truth 

of Heaven.
Of the Decline of Spiritual 

ism.
On the Decline of Spiritual- 
. ^ ism.

No Use for Churchy Itfstitu 
tionalism.

A Fact in Nature, and Needs 
No Defense.

The Delusion That Spiritual­
ism Is Declining.

Important and Influential as 
Ever.

I'd the Editor:—After carefully read­
ing aud re-reading the article from the 
“Press,” I have come to this conclusion, 
the pessimistic view in regard to Spirit­
ualism is wholly uncalled for, as the 

i great truths and sublime teachings of 
‘ Spiritualism are gradually arising to 
their own proper altitude. When Spir­
itualism came to us over fifty years 
ago, like all other old truths in a new 
garmenting, it was received by two 
classes of people. The one, who held 
it sacred and made careful investiga­
tion of Its facts; the other, who held it 
as marvelous and endeavored to make 
Spiritualism strange, mysterious and 
wholly supernatural. This invariably 
wears away. The truth remains, while 
the flaunting banners of mystery are 

. put aside.
The Press speaks of Mr. Barrett’s 

“pessimistic” view.’ 1 think this is an 
error as our worthy president dots not 
fail to see the steady uplifting U’ the 
higher Spiritualism of to-day, We rec­
ognize, and regret, that Spiritualism 
has -had its vilitiers iu its own ranks, 
who have injured apparently, the 
cause. But truth cannot be injured; it 
is only a false representation, and this 
of necessity must dle.^ All churches 
have their barnacles and serious draw­
backs. The world does not feel that 
the church Is being destroyed because 
a few years ago a fanatic of Pocasset 
destroyed Ills child in what he thought 
a worship of Jehovah. And the con­
stant tragedies that are going ou in the 
numerous churches do uot make their 
adherents feel that all is lost or de­
stroyed. In the same manner Spiritual­
ism. with all it has had to dishearten 
It, has gone steadily ou reaching the 
comprehension of the classes who are 
an honor to its.ranks.

We do not discard the phenomena of 
nature, whether in the circle of the 
private home or in some established 
place for such avenues of spiritual man­
ifestation. But we descry, as all true 
Spiritualists do, the falsehood that at­
tempts to pass itself off in the garment­
ing of truth. For years we have been 
steadily teaching error must die, truth 
is eternal. We have decided iu our 
home Temple that nothing shall be 
.taught from our rostrum but the high­
est sentiments of spirituality and vir­
tue; that the immortality of the soul is 
top important to be trifled with, and 
that the Intercommunion with • our 
arisen friends as too sacred to allow 
auy charlatan to deceive us concerning 
it.

The Progressive Lyceum, as you say, 
Is no longer a feature of societies gen­
erally. The reason for this is, in our 
humble estimation, that the lessons 
given to the children \vere far too old 
for their juvenile comprehension, and 
they could not grasp the matter in the 
form it was presented to them. Hence, 
they sought something of easier com- 
prehensloiL

The fact that many of our prominent 
Spiritualists and mediums are attend­
ing lbe meetings of liberal churches we 
recognize fully, and the reason is this: 
That In these meetings they receive 
spiritual truths elegantly expressed by 
talented speakers, which are not fol­
lowed by any proceedings on the plat­
form that would bring the blush to the 
face of a sensitive and refined Spirit­
ualist, Not long ago we had the honor 
of giving a lecture before a cultured 
and refined society In one of our east­
ern cities. It was announced that we 
.would be followed with tests, and an 
Individual of the masculine gender 
arose after our lecture and improvisa- 
tipns aud delivered what he termed 
“tests” in such a manner that our 
friends who were present looked mor­
tified and chagrined. His language was 
Illiterate, ungrammatical and coarse. 
When a lady refused to admit the 
statements he had made were true, be, 
was so impertinent to her that she left 
the hall, her eyes swimming with tears. 
Turning to the audience he said: “I 
guess I bit her pretty hard. It is truth 
or she wouldn’t flutter so.” Now this 
class of people, in our estimation, no 
matter how sincere and honest they 
are, need first of all a little home cul­
ture and careful training before they go 
upon the platform. Further than this. 
Spiritualists who are in command of 
our societies should use far more care 
in their ordination of speakers, not put­
ting the power into the hands of unre­
liable persons.

We have had here in Texas very re­
cently an experience where a few of us 
have had to stand very firm to keep a 
notorious person from obtaining cler­
ical ordination from the State Associa­
tion. I believe we need a thorough 
sifting In the ranks of Spiritualism, and 
the sooner it comes the better. I am In 
favor of having two names for two 
kinds of people; call the phenomenal­
ists, Phenomenalists, and those who are 
really seeking spiritual truth, Spiritual­
ists or Progressive Spiritualists.

I heartily endorse your statement, 
that Spiritualism pure and undefiled 
represents the grandest truth on earth 
to-day. Aye, it is tlie best truth of 
heaven as well. It is soul-elevating, it 
is strengthening, aud it is a blessing 
that we cannot afford to cast aside. 
Let Us who are Spiritualists endeavor 
to live our Spiritualism, to prove it by 
the simple acts of each day, nnd to 

' make Spiritualism self-sustaining and 
respected. A great many people spoke 
slurringly of Spiritualism five years 
ago when we came to this city, who to­
day respect aud admire It, and ail this 
because a few brave, energetic men and 
women have made Spiritualism all that 
they could in giving it pure and truth­
ful representations. We have had to 
battle, against the usual number of 
charlatans and conjurers and all feel 
the menace of their presence coming 
from some direction toward our city. 
Spiritualism to us Is the great unfolder 
of humanity. It has gone into the 
churches to lift them out of bigotry; it 
has reached thousands of people who, 
were It not for this other class, would 
stand up bravely and boldly for it

The great question is, how shall we 
sustain this truth, and how shall we 
entirely outlive the monster barnacle 
that fastens at its side? Our answer is, 
if every Spiritualist .would read * the 
magnificent literature that has been 
published, keep in touch with our Spir­
itualist papers, be advised by them 
who and what to believe in, use their 
own judgment in tbe careful research 
of spiritual truths,, have their home 
circles, and not run after fortune-tell­
ers, fakirs and mediums of .uncertain 
quality, spend their money for the sup­
port of legitimate societies and these 
alone, we should soon stave;out the 

. other class and sustain with renewed 
.- vigor and strength the real In Spirit-.

Uallsm. . / . ' ..
l am yours in the cause of. upholding 

that which is true, and. denouncing all 
that Is false. We have believed that si­
lence was the best method,.entirely Ig­
noring those barnacles which ’ attach 
themselves here. We are uncertain 
Whether this has proven a wise course 

1 or not A barnacle has recently been 
removed, but the removing has carried 
with it thousands of dollars from the 

' credulous and the unsophisticated-of our 
city. : JENNIE HAGAN BROWN.

Fort Worth, Texas .•.;: . .<

Reading with the greatest com­
posure the Philadelphia Press report of 
the recent Spiritualist mass meeting 
held in the Quaker City, I said relative 
to the reported “pessimism.of President 
Barrett and others of the N. S. A.,” 
is there not danger sometimes of 
“painting the devil too black.” Ad­
mitting his existence, ids ambition was 
admissible, his free-thought advocacy 
Inspiring and his Industry commenda­
ble. I am hero reminded of what 
Lowell so grandly said:

“Truth forever on tbe scaffold, wrong 
forever on the throne.

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and 
behind the dim unknown

Standeth God within the shadows, 
keeping watch above his own.”

But to the subject-matter, “The De­
cline of Spiritualism.” This alleged 
“decline” I most positively deny. Spir­
itualism is a truth—a divine truth, nnd 
never a truth perished. Allied to the 
eternal fitness of things it is immortal. 
Kingdoms may clash and fall, men 
may come and go, but tbe truth goes on 
forever.

‘Spiritualism is of God, because God 
is Spirit—the infinite, all-energizing 
Spirit of the universe; and because in­
hering in and originating from God, it 
does not rest alone upon phenomena, 
but rather In the highest sense, upon 
spirit—upon the moral, religious and 
spiritual constitution of man, which 
constitution requires such spiritual sus­
tenance as inspiration, heavenly inn 
pressions, angelic messages, visions, 
trances, and perpetual baptisms from 
the eelectlal spheres of love and purity.

No, emphatically no! Spiritualism is 
not on the “decline.” Its star is ascend­
ing. It is permeating the churches. It 
is liberalizing the creeds. It Is modify­
ing materialise! and kindling the fires 
of inspiration afar in the isles of the 
ocean. It is the prophetic stone cut 
from the mountain. It is the potent 
leaven of truth hid In the meal and des­
tined to leaven, enlighten and uplift the 
multl-mlllions of humanity.

Insplrational.ly and .philosophically 
speaking, there are but two great dog­
mas extant, materialism and Spiritual­
ism. The latter Is true, and truth is its 
authority. It abounds in aud out of the 
churches. It is divinity in humanity. 
It Is not on the “decline.” Angels and 
highly exalted altruistic spirits are its 
divine messengers, and refined, con­
scientious, pure-minded sensitives are 
its willing message-bearers. Their beau­
tiful teachings are reverent and uplift­
ing. They were the inspiring forces of 
all the grand reforms that graced the 
past century. They are the hope of the 
present, the phophecy of the future.

On the contrary, spiritism is of and 
from spirits—mostly border-land spirits, 
dwellers in the earth’s atmosphere-  ̂
ancestral familiars. Leaving their 
bodies they took with them not only 
their Individualities and their idiosyn­
crasies, but their selfish worldly -ten­
dencies. Death does not make saints 
of savages, nor philosophers of Fiji 
Islanders.

These spirits, once mortal, had their 
various schemes. They have them over 
there. They may assume false names. 
They sometimes obsess human beings. 
They are too selfish to organize.. Some 
were vampires while vestured In mor­
tality, sponging their living. They are 
vampires still. Some are braggadocios, 
making great pretensions; others set 
mediums to hunting for gold mines, 
digging for oil wells, seeking pots of
burled treasures; others still give 
vice about "divorces” and point 
congenial “affinities.” This class 
spirits are strenuously opposed to

ad- 
out

of 
or-

ganization. The hells are the hot-beds 
of disorganization, atheism aud obsess­
ing demonism.

Yet with all these incongruities con­
nected with spiritism directly and In­
directly, it has Its uses. There are :^- 
nostlcs still needing it. Its phenomena 
proved a future existence. Its thunder­
claps of facts, often coarse and crude, 
startled the materialists. It was the 
terror of old theology. It was the 
breaking-up plough—the pulverizer of 
creeds. It was, in brief, individualiz­
ing, disorganizing, destructive. Its 
necessary Iconoclastic work, however, 
is about done. Its cycle is ending.

And now the.pressing question is, are 
there enough sound timbers in these 
old declining spiritistic structures to 
erect a new temple? Can selfish rule- 
or-ruin spiritists further organize? If 
so, how long would they stay organ­
ized? And, moreover, what have spirit­
ists got, that others do not have, to or­
ganize around? What cohesive magnet 
have they? What central standard? 
Am I pointed to the fact of spirit re­
turn? This is not new. The old 
Akkadians had. It and their empire 
died. The Chinese have this fact and 
they are dying. The Mormons have 
spirit revelations.' Tbe New Jerusalem 
Church had tbe fact that spirits com­
municate. . Swedenborg, the founder, 
conversed with- spirits, good and bad. 
for twenty-seven- ' years. There is 
nothing necessarily moral, religious or 
organic In mere spirit converse, any 
more than there is in telegraphy.

The N. S. A., In good faith, put forth 
a platform of principles relating to 
Spiritualism, including belief in In­
finite Intelligence. This was pro­
nounced “infinite nonsense.” and has 
been the butt of ridicule and sneer by 
many Spiritualists ever since. Others 
have pronounced that ancient medium- 
istlc martyr of Nazareth (which An­
drew Jackson Davis, Judge Edmunds, 
Prof. Hare, Brittan, Kiddle, and others 
spoke sb reverently of) a “myth,” or a 
“beggar,” a “tramp,” “a thief,” “a bas­
tard.” They bawtaonounced prayer a 
“mockery,”- religion* a “superstition,” 
and worship a “silly sham.”

Is it strange then, that with the 
meager support given to the genuine 
intermediaries—that with the above 
sort of belligerent spiritism pushing 
itself Into print and onto camp-meeting 
platforms, “a great many- prominent 
Spiritualists and mediums.” as Brother 
J. R. Francis states, “are attending the 
meetings of liberal churches.” Thought­
ful people of culture, of refined, re­
ligious natures will not listen to such 
rubbish, often devoid of charity, reason, 
rhetoric, and the trtler, higher philoso­
phy of life.

Spiritism took archill when a national 
association convening In Troy, N. Y.. 
elected Victoria C. Wpodhull its presi­
dent, thus Indirectly endorsing her un­
savory doctrines. And It has been suf­
fering ever sitice from painful • and 
periodic attacks of differentiation. It 
is noted, far-more to-day for its hetero­
geneity than for -its homeogenoity.-It 
has . too many ■'ambitious would-be 
leaders; and ’ yet it opposes a divine 
leadership. It has ih-'its Seance em­
braces Roman Catholic spirits, atheistic 
spirits,. Christ-hating spirits,- clownish 
diakka spirits, and is consequently a 
very jargon of- opposing spirit teach­
ings, aiid yet, each teaching is authori­
tative with a. certain /Class of spiritists.

Surely, there . is ■ a “parting of the 
ways;” Spiritualism, as aforesaid. Is 
of God. Its symbol is the Apocalyptic 
angel, flying, in the midst of the hoav-
ens/pleading for peace on earth and should have a wide circulation as It 
goodi/Wjllf towards -men—pleading for well fulfills the'promise of ( Jte . title, 
fighting Christians to become civilized, J* aale at iMl «m^ ? £rtc» Tb Cttxta. For sale at this office^

As a veteran advocate and defender 
of Spiritualism, I feel called upon to 
take notice of a recent diatribe from 
the Philadelphia Press, which seized 
with avidity upon what it termed “the 
pessimism of President Barrett .and; 
other members of the National Associ­
ation of Spiritualists, voiced at the 
New York meeting.” First, let me say 
that though I have not been iu the field 
very actively for the last four years, I 
have,been alert to the “signs of the 
times,” and I have confidence iu the 
verity of the statements of Brother 
Barrett and other members of the N. S. 
A. regarding "the decline,” not of Spir­
itualism, per se, but of local societies. 
There is no use in denying the unpleas­
ant fact which, as a public teacher, and 
leader, it was his duty to state. He 
may have taken too pessimistic a view 
of the public condition of our cause, but 
for a good purpose he cited a deplora­
ble fact, obvious to common observa­
tion. That his well-meant statement 
should be greedily seized by tbe ene­
mies of our cause, is not at aN- surpris­
ing. It is a sweet morsel to their taste, 
and no doubt will be passed around by 
the secular and religious press for the 
delectation of both “saints” . aud sin­
ners, as welcome news. Let them 
make tbe most of it. Their day of re­
joicing will not last forever, for 

“Truth crushed to earth shall rise 
again,

The eternal years of God are hers,” 

and its enemies help more than hinder 
it.
I have come to the conclusion that 

persecution is tlie good necessary to 
spur laggard and -apathetic Spiritists 
into activity, the misfortune being that 
the Innocent have to suffer with the 
guilty, but Truth ever has its martyrs.

In the article under consideration tbe 
declarations and assumptions of the 
Philadelphia Press are so audacious 
and extravagant In falsehood as to be 
their own antidote with all unpreju­
diced readers who know the truth.

When It asserts that “the percentage 
of fraud in mediumship approaches so 
near 100 that it is doubtful if there be 
the one white crow among all those 
who belong to and have their part aud 
lot in tbe Spiritualistic Association,” 
there are millions of intelligent, honest 
witnesses to brand the audacious as­
sertion a falsehood. But that Is, not Its 
height of audacity or malignity.

It adds Insult to falsehood by saying: 
“But it is quite conceivable that every 
medium might be a fraud, aud yet 
Spiritualism flourish mightily among 
those to whom questions of evidence 
count for nothing.” By Implication it 
regards all Spiritualists as thus un­
critical and fanatical. Such a palpable 
slander needs no answer. All truly 
representative Spiritualists became 
such wholly upon “evidence” that the 
severest critical analysis of the great­
est scientists of this age could not gain­
say. or explain on auy other hypothesis. 
Granting that there is much fraud that 
has in a few instances “deceived the 
very elect," enough genuiue phenom­
ena has been given to convince every 
rational person on era th, could they 
have seen a hundredth part of it. How 
is it .that more than two score of tlie 
greatest scientists on earth are Spirit­
ualists to-day, If all spirit phenomena is 
such “humbug” as this “blind leader of 
the blind” assumes?

But uot mainly to fraud does this 
wiseacre attribute the lack of zeal 
among Spiritualists and of active Inter­
est In the general public, it is to lack °* 
novelty, aud the greater attraction in 
other “humbugs,” especially’ Christian 
Science. This mendacious writer comes 
nearer to the truth in the latter asser­
tion than In any other he made.

Theosophy, Christian Science, Meta­
physics, Mental Science, "White Rose” 
Transcendental Egotism, and other 
fads which are spllt-offs from Spiritual­
ism, have decoyed thousands of semi- 
Spiritists away from fealty to Its more 
profound and rational philosophy. Ev­
ery one of them is an open or covert 
enemy of Spiritualism, over which they 
put on supercilious airs of superiority, 
while in fact It embraces more spiritual 
truth than all of the “mystic and mys­
terious” cults put together! The 
founders of each one of these spurious 
Issues from Spiritualism was a rene­
gade Spiritist, prompted *by self-inter­
est and ambition for leadership to de­
sert his or her Alma Mater, whom they 
have betrayed and abused!

The 1 emale founder of Theosophy ad­
mitted that the “first purpose of it Is 
to put down Spiritualism,” and it has 
done a great deal to that end by seduc- 
Ing aud alienating thousands who were 
patrons of Spiritualism. Yet, In the 
face of such results, the managers of 
Spiritual (?) camp-meetings employ the 
chief apostates and seducers of our ne­
ophytes, in lieu of our own loyal and 
more competent teachers, and an un­
suspecting Spiritualist editor com­
mends tbe deed!

When Spiritualists cease to clamor 
for “signs and wonders” and become 
lovers of the greater and' grander 
truths of the spiritual philof^/hy and 
religion, and employ cultured and com­
petent teachers of all spiritual truth, 
the prodigals will return from their 
foolish pursuit of the fantastic vagaries 
taught by “false prophets,” and'then 
spiritual societies will flourish and be 
the radiating centres of the world’s il­
lumination.

Add unto tests spiritual'knowledge 
and spiritual culture In our public ser­
vices of propagandist!, and those..who 
hunger after righteousness, truth, wis­
dom and spiritual love, will not have to 
go elsewhere to find them. ' ”

May the hostile Press arouse us to ac­
tion and duty.

Boston, Mass. ' DEAN CLARKE.

for sectarian Christians \ to--become 
Christianized, and for spiritists to be/ 
come Spiritualists. Spiritualism is' a 
science, a philosophy and a ’religion. 
It does' not antagonize.” It: is construc­
tive. It enunciates truth and leaves it 
to work its way into the souls; of men. 
Kindly uncovering the Pnndorlc - box, 
exposing Its poison, it gently there puts 
a lovely vase of white lilies that their 
beauty may attract and their odor fill 
cottage aud temple with the most' in­
viting fragrance. Its charities are un­
obtrusive, sweet nnd tender. Its creed 
is mercy; its alm perfection^:.- -- ^ -

Remember, therefore, indulgent read­
er, that Spiritualism, rooted in God, and 
embodying angel ministries and mes­
sages—embodying the good, the true 
and the'beautiful; embodying the prin­
ciples of love and wisdom; of faith, re­
pentance, prayer, and purity; and being 
withal God’s living witness of immor­
tality, is not, I emphatically repeat,- is 
not ou the “decline,” but under some 
name it . will , go on and upward to l)e 
soon crowned with the fadeless laurels 
of victory..' / J. M. PEEBLES, M; J). -

“Human Culture and Cura. Part
First. The Philosophy of Cure, {In­
eluding Methods and Instruments). * 
By E. D.;: Babbitt, M. Do LL. D. A
very Instructive and valuable wort - It c'Doath Dvfexted; or ,the Psychic Be- 

■ ^--^ v— - -.m, -»—..i-n^ .. it cret of Haw to Keep Young.” By J. M.

To the Editor:—“The decline’! of local 
Spiritual societies seems! to bb the one 
live all-absorbing subject of thought 
and discussion among the leaders of the 
N. S. A. movement; “the decline” is in 
evidence and has been Tor ten years; 
its present recognition by obi’ leaders 
and the great ado they make, Is ill 
there is wonderful or surprising 
about it. v - '

The almost universal decline in all 
religious and reformatory movements, 
may be accounted for in mitiiy ways, 
but no doubt there is a common—a 
general—cause, for the sifting, and 
shaking-up of all forms of institution­
alism; let the sifting go on, truth and 
justice will not suffer. •

The cause and tendency are questions 
of Interest to the student and reformer. 
A great multitude of reformers are re­
joicing iu the decline of orthodox 
Christianity; why not rejoice in the de­
cline of all shades and expressions of 
religious institutionalism? What does 
this decline signify to Spiritualists? I 
can only answer for one, although I be­
lieve thousands will assent to my 
views; it signifies letting go of tbe old 
and reaching for something better; It 
signifies growth and change; it signifies 
that the past is outgrown, that the de­
mands of-bur leaders and Their meth­
ods are not endorsed, and cannot be 
sustained. It signifies that our leaders 
do not understand the present situation.

The- people are shaking off institu­
tionalism and our blind leaders are try­
ing to bitch on to the old rotten, worm- 
eaten, churchy fraud. ; 1

It signifies the people ’Who pay the 
bills want nothing in the world of the 
old degenerate churchy schemes of our 
spiritual leaders, and If they (the lead­
ers) have eyes to see and ears to hear, 
it would seem to the writer that they 
would face about, cease to howl and 
complain, and join the throng’ that have 
let go, and recognize the crisis aud 
change that Is upon us, recognize the 
new world that is being made, fit for 
civilized man to live in; this new world 
cannot be made from the old pattern, a 
patchwork of ignorance; superstition 
aud priestly deception; its first move is 
to wholly ignore the old-churchy frauds 
and deception. The present Christian 
civilization was founded in the deepest 
dyed deception, by that unscrupulous 
tyrant Constantine, aud has been per­
petuated by all manner of crime, fraud 
and church tyranny.

Ignorance,4 superstition, downright 
deception, and a constant appeal to the 
most degrading fear, have been the 
methods and means of keeping the 
masses In line of support; this is true 
of Protestantism as surely as of Cath­
olicism. None of this for tbe new 
world. t . nj

Science, invention and- discovery have 
broken down the wallsi of superstition 
aud fear, to such au extent that the 
dark places, aud ignorant minds, can­
not longer resist the light ot truth and 
influences of universal •education. 
This new world influence is irresistible, 
when once recognized;- it Is.- here, we 
don’t have to-wait, only to open our 
eyes, let go, shake off th$ clogs, join the 
ranks of the redeemed that are rapidly 
Increasing, aud will nfcver look back. 
It would be as foolish to attempt to 
stay this new world movement, as Jt 
was fifty years ago to try andtstay the 
Spiritual movement, onia cyclone, with 
a June zephyr. Not the/least recog­
nition has been given: efforts .to gain 
prestige, recognition' or: dignity, which 
our leaders are so desirous- to reach. 
Again I would say, let go of those old 
shadows and come into the light and 
liberty of new^ living issues.

The tendency is not towards churchy 
organizations, but plainly and surely 
towards their disintegration; nothing Is 
more apparent to the common observer. 
The old bottles are unclean, they won’t 
hold the new wine.

When such men as Tolstoi, Prof. 
Herron, Revs. Savage, Newton, Greg­
ory, and F. E. Roberts of Kansas City, 
aud a score more join the heretical 
ranks, it would seem stupid to an ordi­
nary layman, for- auy well-informed 
Spiritualist to go about making a big. 
fuss because of tbe decline of any sort 
of religious institutionalism. If there 
was anything of value involved there
would be no decline. Why not let 
societies out of date, gone to seed, 
cline In peace? Spiritualism will 
along nicely without any. churchy
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tachments, yes, without any. The 
Christian Scientists depend upon the 
phenomena of healing, and seem to be 
getting along bravely, they have made 
a departure from the old custom of 
supporting expensive preachers, and 
we h^ar no complaint, it surely looks at 
this time as though people were out­
growing so much precept, and are ask­
ing for living examples. One of the 
serious mistakes of Spiritualists has 
been to deprecate phenomenal manifes­
tations, we live in a phenomenal world, 
nine-tenths of all the Spiritualists were 
converted by phenomena; to be sure .a 
portion of our converts cling to the 
phenomena as the barbarians do to 
their Idols; a large majority of all re­
ligious worshipers do the same, and the 
cause can be found In the fact that the 
preacher’s appeal has been a selfish 
one; come and get religion, has been 
the appeal; for what? To save your 
soul, Is the great object; a good and no­
ble life are incidental considerations; 
this old selfish teaching cuts a small 
figure with Spiritual . converts; when 
convinced that life Is continuous, that 
the Christian heaven and hell are 
myths, that their souls are safe, fear is 
removed and some of them take a long 
and selfish rest, making bpt little effort 
to Improve the world ,aboutthem, or 
their own lives. $>;

Local, State and Nqtlonalj organiza­
tions will sooner or la^r rqoqgnize the 
condition of the 8pir(tjiallstsj they are 
dealing with; when ^ey ^ so, they 
:will, in my opinion, see th^t the ten­
dency is not towards ^y mp^ religious 
orgahizations, but ✓ ^o’ngjr (towards 
personal growth and ^uliuqq( of body, 
mind, and spirit. - . sr '

Spiritualism signlfiq? mq^ than all 
religious professions. ta'

Religious professions g^p- support 
and are sustained bynlneqgallty. Jus­
tice and equality, ^e pi^sent day 
watchwords. . ^ .. /
. Standards are beings considered, and> 
raised; immutable Inland hprelentlng 
justice are making de^and^Ipr a great 
change; thp crisis is (cp, wegire called 
upon to save ourselv^ fro^jourselves.

Time is limited, s^ugglfi? overtake 
us; we haven’t time to- look back to the 
“flesh pots;” get out of the old, Into the 
new and better life, or we will be 
swept down into the oblivion of the 
past. Any further effort to graft Spir­
itualists .upon any of- th^ old religious 
stock, will meet with the same silent 
determined rebuke,' that previous 
schemes have received? Face about, 
friends, Is tlie imperative demand.'

‘ DR. M. B. CONGER.

“Words that Burn. 3:A Romance. 
By Lida Briggs Broum^ Spiritually 
uplifting and instructive;. Price $1.00. 
For sale tit this office, f -

Peebles, M. D., M. A/ Ph. D. Price $1. | 507 pp. octavo. For sale at the office of

“Truth crushed to earth will rise 
again.”

The lone voice of Bruno against a 
maddened mob breathed a now ac­
cepted fact; Columbus inspired thereby, 
resisted contempt of friends, condemna­
tion of church and mutiny of sailors to 
yield the discovery of a world of un­
limited resources to coming genera­
tions; Jesus, regardless of a Peter, a 
Judas and a monarch’s power, sent a 
theme reverberating down the ages, 
with promise of an ever welcome place 
in the craving soul of man. These and 
thousands of similar incidents in re­
ligious and scientific advancement are 
uot discoveries but inspiration from the 
infinite resources of unthought of but 
possible things.

So Spiritualism stands to-day with 
the light of Divinity on its brow, the 
gleam of Wisdom in its brain (philoso­
phy), the strength of Infinitude within 
its limbs (principles), for they • are 
grounded in Nature’s laws; yet. while 
the flash and gleam and buoyancy of 
the inspiration is Innate, like shadows 
floating ’round,, or like the mind of man 
cramped by prenatal influence and 
environment, are the superstitions 
(charms, talismans, etc.,) which ignor­
ance has made by perversion.

For the past fifty years from every 
church, cult and creed has been heard 
the lone voice of “satisfied by un­
questionable evidence,” but not until 
the last nine years has there been an 
effort to gather them home. Some have 
remained for association, many have 
withdrawn disgusted .with Imprac­
ticable organization, and hosts in the 
varied stages of their development 
have come to the experimental home of 
Spiritualism. So we must expect a de­
cidedly varied expression until each is 
thoroughly Imbued with the spirit of 
tolerance. Factions and clans will 
necessarily arise, for a time, and when 
one is in the ascendency its followers 
sing songs of rejoicing, when the others 
utter low murmurings. All this to try 
and test, and raise those who stand the 
discipline, to broader fields—nearer to 
an understanding of spirituality ex­
pressed to souls In the form.

Mighty revolutions have evolved the 
grandest triumphs of the world and the 
most sacred heights attained by the 
mind. Seasons of transition are neces­
sary, and through them we but need 
the patient watch and earnest trust of 
the optimist,

Who in tbe dark cloud’s silver lining, 
Sees reflection of some light,

Who speaks of day and shuns repining 
In the long and restless night;

Who braves the storm, or waits the 
calm

With a staid and patient trust;
And feels that tears oft yield a balm, 

Courage lends, and whispers “must.” 

The uneducated demand of Investi­
gators has caused impostors to cloak 
themselves In mediumship, and, as you 
say, Mr. Editor, the schools for teach­
ing their nefarious work and supplying 
necessary paraphernalia are well estab­
lished; yet they affect the truth of spirit 
communion no more than a thousand 
candles would affect the brightness of 
the noonday sun. We need not expect 
to exterminate the impostor. As long 
as the genuine exists the counterfeit 
will sneak along.

We must sustain such organization 
as we have; untiringly nourish the 
lyceum, that rising generations may 
know and love the cause of truth for 
Humanity, and encourage thorough lo­
cal organization to cement the in­
dividual forces. Here In Texas, and is 
It not the same elsewhere? we feel the 
sore need of settled speakers to educate 
the public, circulate literature, con­
genial association, lecturing, and en­
couraging local mediums. Then, to 
visit each society from time to time 
worthy phenomenal mediums, and In 
company with the speakers to visit 
neighboring territory yet unoccupied 
by organized Spiritualism. We need to 
sustain what is organized, to retain 
ground already occupied.

“Spiritualism no longer attracts that 
large class of people who love mystic 
and mysterious beliefs.”

This pleases me, because It shows 
that the flash of sensationalism is past 
and the steady ray of life from truth 
comprehended shines in the lives of 
many. Fancy yields to fact and mys­
tery skulks from law.
The illumination of spiritual philoso­

phy has cleared away the miracle and 
the myth, the phantom and phenomena, 
and established life with its varied yet 
continuous expressions,' as the manifes­
tation of law. This attracts the sci­
entific, who are quiet and careful.

So we are to-day emerging from these 
waters of experience, and while drip­
ping let us consecrate ourselves for re­
newed effort.

Spiritualism (life everlasting by law, 
not chance), is a fact in Nature and 
needs no defense, but If we would be 
Spiritualists, to enjoy the knowledge 
and light we must attune the vibrations 
of our nature thereto. From this state­
ment we find that we are all in different 
stages of development, so we must be 
tolerant—extremely so. Tolerant to in­
dividuals and loyal to principle.

If living where an organization ex­
ists, support and defend it for its prin­
ciples, regardless of the persons con­
nected, though • they ate eccentric or 
even dlstastful. If Isolated from or­
ganization, contribute your portion to 
some striving organization. If only a 
mite, set the example. Our Spiritual­
ism is not declining but, the bonder- 
seekers having, to an extent, with­
drawn (with the murmur and hallo) is 
raising us from fancy to fact, from 
mystery to law, from clamoring mass 
to orderly,-organization. . Surely ali 
established in the knowledge of Spirit­
ualism and living in its truth can look 
upon these attacks as cleansing fires to 
test our worth, for none of them can in 
any way change the eternal This hope­
ful, trusting vein of - mind qualifies me 
to realize most certainly the care neces­
sary to our growth. ‘
• While we cannot prevent, any one 
from. expressing his Ideas, even if he 
call it Spiritualism, We can be very 
carefifl of our indorsement and little by 
little the light will dispel the darkness.
I am always, JOHN W. RING, 

President of the Texas State National
Association of Spiritualists/ 
Galveston, Texas. . ;

“BeBgioa as Revealed by the Material 
and Spiritual Universe.” By, Ek D. 
Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A compact and 
comprehensive view of the subject; 
philosophic, historic} analytical and crit­
ical; facts and data needed by ,every 
student and especially by every Spir­
itualist. One of the very best books on 
the subject Price, reduced to JU 
cloth; paper 50 cents. For sale at tils

• Rending the Tail: Thia volume is a 
compilation by J/W.Nlxon, of psychic 
literature, most given by spirits 
through and by means of: full form vis­
ible materializations, at seances of a 

‘certain Psychic . Research Society, 
known ns the. Aber Intellectual Circle, 
the - medium * being William W. Aber.

A portion of the .secular press is for­
ever killing off Spiritualism, although it 
brings to mankind the sweetest, grand­
est and subfimest truths Unit the world 
has ever seen. How many times they 
have had it dead and buried, and yet 
they seem’ to realize that there is some 
strange viability about it, and for fear 
that it may come to life again they con­
tinue to batter away at it so that if pos­
sible, it may become more dead.

The Pldladelphla Press and other pa­
pers have made themselves ridiculous 
by talking about whht they do not un­
derstand. If they were acute enough 
io understand these subtle agencies, 
they would see that there Is a psychic 
wave sweeping over the world greater 
than has ever been known. They would 
see that psychoma or what is- usually 
called hypnotism Is invading even the 
older and slower schools of medicine 
and that already every leading univer­
sity of the world has a chair of psychi­
atry. They would see that in spite of 
all the fraud practiced by pseudo me­
diums and sometimes by real mediums, 
there Is still a large number of genuine 
psychics who are able to demonstrate 
beyond all guess-work, to candid 
minds, the wonderful fact of human 
immortality. They would see that al­
though the novelty and the noise and 
the astonishment connected with the 
phenomena are not so great as they 
were thirty years ago, yet the spiritual 
current itself is far deeper and broader, 
permeating every civilized land.

According to the report given by the 
president of the National Spiritualists 
Association, Mr. Harrison D. Barrett, 
there are 625 local associations in Ihe 
United States and Canada, 350 lectur­
ers, ministers and platform mediums. 
1,500 public psychics and some 10,000 
medium who act In a more private 
way. While there are but 150,000 who 
belong to Spiritual organizations, this is 
but a small fraction of tbe real number. 
Taking those who are Spiritualists or at 
least Spiritists within and without the 
churches, there are doubtless several 
mlllionsXin the United States and Can­
ada and pillions more in Europe. Of 
course wj admit that Spiritualists if 
set on fli/6 by enthusiasm for their great 
cause could do ten times more than 
they are now doing in sustaining their 
papers and their public lecturers aud 
schools, and buildlug their temples, yet 
as an organized body they are far 
richer and more powerful than they 
have ever been before. As given by Mr. 
Barrett, the valuation of their public 
buildings, camp-meeting property aud 
real estate Is $1,250,000 and the number 
of their camp-meetings Is fifty-five.

Of course a great deal of fraud will 
always creep into so genuine a thing as 
Spiritualism and a plenty of people 
who will "steal the livery of heaven to 
serve the devil in,” but what of that? 
Shall we then back out of the whole 
matter, wrapping our garments around 
us as being too good to associate with 
these people? Some of tbe divinest peo­
ple that live, beautiful in spirit aud 
foremost in every reform, are Spiritual­
ists. In fact the very soul of religion 
itself, the very inspirations that de­
velop co-operation and fraternity and 
temperance, and justice to woman, and 
human rights, and an Indomitable spirit 
of liberty are constantly being im­
pressed upon mankind from the higher 
world. The sleepy old fogies that are 
alarmed at everything new, must con­
demn Spiritualism, and tbe old religion­
ists full of the Idea of devils and super­
stitions, and crystallized dogmas and 
hells, finding that Spiritualism con­
demns their sacred shibboleths, cry 
out against It as an unholy thing. But 
this bigotry and worldly pride, trying 
desperately to stamp it to death have 
been thwarted/ for It embraces a 
mighty series of truths which shall yet 
save the world. Editors, clergymen ami 
others may retard its soul-insplrlng 
and blessed Influence, hoping thus to 
please the great superficial public, but 
every stroke against truth will bring 
them sorrow In the end.

The most taking way of fighting Spir­
itualism is for some upstart to declare 
that be can perform all the "tricks of 
the Spiritualists.” Five of the greatest 
magicians of Europe, Houdin at their 
head have admitted that mediums have 
brought forward phenomena which are 
beyond their art to equal. Tbe late em­
inent medium, Chas Foster backed one 
of these braggadocios dotvn. “Walt un­
til I get my apparatus,” says the man. 
Foster told him that he didn’t require 
apparatus for his kind of manifestation, 
and challenged him on the spot, which 
challenge of course he did not dare to 

•accept when confronted by a strong 
medium. Of course most mediums are 
too sensitive to conduct a public fight, 
but a few, like the giant E. V. Wilson 
could do It and bring the enemy into 
disgrace. Bishop, the mind-reader, in 
the New York Sun. promised to do any­
thing that the mediums can do. I an­
swered his article by offering to offsent 
him by phenomena exhibited through 
little children. His valor oozed entire­
ly out and he didn’t dare undertake the 
contest.

Probably the greatest set-back to 
Spiritualism caused by any one work 
has been produced by Hudson’s “Law 
of Psychic Phenomena.” The work Is 
written In good style and with a show 
of learning and attempts to prove that 
all ideas of real spirit communion are 
mere delusions, accounted for by the 
facts of one’s subjective nature. The 
church world rejoiced and encouraged 
tbe work, for seemingly they would 
rather have the glorious proofs of hu­
man immortality destroyed and man 
relegated to the condition of the beasts 
that perish, than to have their dogmas 
interfered with. The people are super­
ficial and Ignorant with regard to psy­
chic and spiritual things and were Just 
in a condition to be deluded by such a 
work, although a thousand facts could 
be adduced to overthrow its sophistries. 
Thousand of . people rushed to libraries 
and elsewhere to get hold of the book. 
Religious bigots and materialists re­
joiced but a host of people who were 
just reaching the sweet consolations 
and the ennobling truths of the diviner 
life were thrown back into a state of 
despair. But the time Is coming when 
the people will do more reading of Spir-. 
itual periodicals and works so that they 
will not be swept off their feet by every 
new theory that conies aiongj

Finally, Spiritualists must not be so 
cowardly In defending their position. I 
do not mean that they must throw their 
cheering and - soul-exalting principles 
into everybody’s face, but should stand 
to their posts in time of need.. I re­
member that in the presence of a large 
table full of people, a rude-souled man 
exclaimed sneerIngly, “When I hear a 
man say be is a Spiritualist, I know 
■what to think of him.” A Spiritualist 
sat at the head of the table but he did 
hot dare to open his mouth, I would 
like to have been there and to have 
given him the following answer, “Sir, I 
know what to think of . him, sure 
enough^ I know that the high grade. 
Spiritualist belongs to the highest 
ranks of mankind and- Includes -such- 
meh as Judge Edmonds, of the Su­
preme Court of New York, and William 
and Mary Howitt, who were • among 
the sweetest and noblest souls< of. all’

To the Editor:—I appreciate yout 
courtesy and kindness In inviting me 
to contribute a paper for your valuable 
journal, upon the above subject, and 
the article recently published by the 
Philadelphia Press upon the same 
theme. I am certain, that among the 
able minds who will respond to your 
call, much of wisdom and truth will be 
evolved upon this momentous question, 
that will cause Spiritualists to think 
deeply on the strength and standing of 
our cause. It will not be necessary for 
me to repeat the charges and comments 
of the Press, since your readers will 
have undoubtedly seen them. That 
there is much of truth in them is no 
doubt clear to the discerning mind, but 
on tlie other hand, there is much of 
misjudgment and of error in the article 
Ju that paper with which we deal. The 
statement that “It is doubtful if there 
be the one white crow, the one genuine 
medium among all those who belong to 
and have their part and lot In the Spir­
itualistic Association,” is a startling 
and misleading one; it would be ridicu­
lous were it not for the fact that some 
of our leading editors and society work­
ers have made a like statement in print 
and upon the platform. That FRAUD 
has crept into the ranks of medium­
ship, aud has become bold through 
power and numbers, Is all too true; and. 
the blame for this rests with Spiritual­
ists who wink at deceit and overlook 
evil. That the Lyceum Cause has been 
allowed to wane is likewise true,- and 
the general apathy among the great 
body of Spiritualists, accounts for the 
decline of societies, and the present 
tendency to stagnation in our ranks 
that appalls the zealous and earnest 
worker who tolls night and day to In­
fuse new energy Into the average Spir­
itualist.

But in spite of these facts, there Is 
much to be said in refutation of the 
article as a whole from the Philalelphia 
paper. The writer of that article asserts 
that “It is quite conceivable that every 
medium might be a fraud, and yet 
Spiritualism flourish mightily among 
those to whom questions of evidence 
counted for nothing; and that it does 
not, ihust be attributed, not to the 
greater critical attitude of the public, 
but to its craving for variety.” All wao 
are familiar with the history of Spirit­
ualism. know that calm, judicious, 
analytical minds have Investigated hr 
claims in great numbers, and have be­
come satisfied of its truth. Like every 
other cult and movement, It has at­
tracted the moth and the butterfly that 
have sought variety, but it is these In­
sects that have wandered to other fields 
in search of variety, and we learn of 
them as coming in contact with differ­
ent ’osophles and ‘’sciences” of the oc­
cult school only to dally with each for 
a while; and all tbe time the deep 
thinker, the true scientist, the earliest 
soul that craves not for variety, re­
mains steadfast to his Spiritualism, is 
ashamed not to avow himself its advo­
cate, and labors unceasingly in its 
behalf.

The Press man goes on to assert that 
Spiritualism no longer attracts the 
large class that loves the mystic and 
the mysterious. I sincerely hope this 
is true, since it is not the mysterious- 
loving class it desires to reach, but the 
thoughtful, the "student, and the needy 
souls wbo crave knowledge of the 
world beyond and of their own natures.

In my opinion, Mr. Editor, the secular 
press is woefully ignorant of the true 
status aud influence of Spiritualism, 
but since it gains its Information from 
some in our own ranks who make wild 
statements concerning the decline of 
Spiritualism, it is not to be blamed for 
forming and expressing Its own con­
clusions.

To my mind there Is no decline to 
true Spiritualism; I believe the Cause 
Is just as important, influential, strong 
and beautiful, as It ever has been. It 
does not wholly depend upon society 
work, or on public advocacy of Its 
claims for its position, although these 
are valuable aids in its work. The 
spirit world Is ever bringing forth new
mediums—In every section of this 
other countries thousands of these 
diums are unknown to the world, 
they are known in their families 
neighborhoods to whom truth 
knowledge* of spiritual things
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brought through these instrumentali­
ties.

Spiritualism—unlike the religions of 
the church—is not dependent on the 
manifestations and revelations of the 

/Past for Its perpetuation, but it is ever 
bringing forth new powers and instru­
ments for its permanency, therefore It 
cannot fall into decadence, even though 
its advocates are remiss in their duty 
in refusing to establish and support so­
cieties in its name. Nevertheless, the 
needs of the hour in our Cause, are for 
well established institutions for hu- • 
manltariaa work, and for tbe better 
cultivation and study of mediumship. 
Organization is sadly needed for the 
binding of forces together in human 
effort and sociality for the higher 
growth of Spiritualism, which now has 
to contend with indifference and apathy 

on the part of those who should be the 
first to maintain its claim and to spread 
its truth, for they have been blessed, 
by Its ministrations and—or should 
have been—uplifted by its power.

In commenting upon tbe article re­
ferred to from the Philadelphia Tress, 
the editor of The Progressive Thinker 
among other pertinent things has said, 
there are so many—In our ranks—who 
have been ordained as ministers of the 
gospel, who are unfit to appear before 
the public, that the people are dis­
gusted, and wish to have nothing to do 
with them. This Is unfortunately all 
too true. I have seen many Instances 
of Its truth In my own travels, and I 
know that the rites of ordination have 
in too many cases been carelessly con­
ferred—although it is also true that 
these same rites, which enable our min­
isters to secure clergy traveling rates, 
have been conferred upon the worthy 
and faithful who are fitting representa­
tives of a glorious Cause. That the 
present status of societies and of Spir­
itualists In the public eye needs atten­
tion is very., true, that the Cause of 
Spiritualism is on the decline I do not 
admit; for I am satisfied that dt has 
more believers and acceptors to-day 
than ever before. -

MARY T. LONGLEY.
.Secretary N. S. A.

Washington, D. C.
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England, and such eminent scientists aS 
Wallace and Crookes and Fiammarlon, 
and such a grand character as Victor 
Hugo, who stood at the head of the lit­
erature of France, and a. host of oth­
ers.” ; I have been a little worried ever 
since to think I couldn’t have been 
there to have’taken the man down Jn 
his self-conceit. * ■ • • : . ,
- , • . E. D. BABBITT, M. D..

. • San Jose, Cal.. -

' •’The World Beautiful.” ’ By Ullii; 
Whiting. Moat excellent tn their higt 
and elevating #plrituillty of thoughV 
Berles 1, & and 8, each complete in th* < 
■elf. . Price, cloth, |1 per volume Fai'~ 
gelt at thia office. ’-^
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Wbat It Means to tbe World.
It means much to the wory whether 

Spiritualism be true or false; whether 
its phenomena are genuine and real or 
totally delusive aud deceptive; whether 
its mediums are a devil’s brood of 
fakirs without one saving exception.

It means much to the human race 
whether the beautiful, pure, elevating, 
refining philosophy—so accordant with 
all the higher, kindlier and humane in­
stincts and ethical ideals planted, 
cultured and ripened iu highest at­
tained degree by the evolutionary pro­
cesses of all the centuries of man’s past 
on earth—it, means much to the world 
of mankind whether this pure.beautiful 
philosophy be based on truth and is not 
a winsome phantom illusion of our 
highest outreachlng spiritual hopes and 
aspirations.

It would Indeed be a strange anomaly 
if the purest, sweetest, most winningly 
beautiful philosophy that ever grew up 
out of' man’s spiritual nature and 
aspirations 'were wholly Illusory, de­
lusive, unsubstantial, not based In fact, 
and not having its foundation in Nature 
and in Truth. “ •■

If this philosophy be a delusion, it is

THE GREAT QUESTION.
Is Spiritualism on the Decline?

OM TNE ADVANCE. SPIRITUALISM UNDYING SPIRITUALISM; I knowledged, and <means provided td; 
support them. To-day, tho ignorant 
man or woman who claims to be con-

FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
' The Progressive Thinker Is furnished in tbe United 
States at #1.00 per year, the postage thereon being but 

.-seminal, but when it It sent to foreign countries we 
aro compelled to charge 50 cents extra, making tbe 

‘yearly subscription #i.W. Please bear that In mind.

SATURDAY, JULY 6, 1901.

Our Symposium.
All the available space in this issue of 

The Progressive Thinker Is occupied 

by our regular corps of correspondents 
.in dissecting the article from the Phila­
delphia Press, headed “The Decline of 

' Spiritualism.” No subject could en­
thuse our able writers to a greater de­
gree. No theme could have been more 
welcome or culled out a more varie­
gated inspiration than this, and all in 
all it has made for Spiritualism an 
easier advance; brought out the opin­
ions of the leaders, the philosophers of 
the cause; forced a comparison of tbe 
Various views upon a vital question.

This is an issue every lover of Spirit­
ualism should file away for bandy ref­
erence and also send copies to all hls 
friends whether believers or skeptics. 
While our reasoners are divided upon 
the question at Issue, the entire paper 
shows a unity of purpose In the main— 
the uplifting of the principles from tbe 
contaminating influences which seem 
to hover around the base, the foun­
dation of our grand structure.

We are proud of our brilliant leaders 
and their noble purposes and their 
unanimity as a grand whole, and court 
their aid In the solution of living prob­
lems; the dissection of vital questions 
and pointing out the errors; the dissem­
ination of the truth from their individ­
ual standpoints. It all helps to make 
Spiritualism felt in all the circles of life 
aud give prestige to the Spiritualistic 
press.

Let us not be afraid to discuss any 
and all subjects vital to Spiritualism 
and humanity. Our interest are yours.

Tbe main principles are dear to all, 
and only by a kindly exchange of Ideas 
can the whole truth be presented.

Our symposium Is a success and you 
Will miss many such during each year 
If you are not a subscriber.
• Much of the manuscript sent to us for 
publication in this Issue was so long, 
and so far exceeded the space allotted 
to each contributor, that we were com­
pelled to return the same, to go through 
a priming process. If our paper had 
been twice as largo we could easily 
have filled every part of It. Items this 
week, nil crowded out; also several ar­
ticles Intended for the symposium, 
which will appear next week.

the saddest woe In the world’s history; 
it strikes a death knell that reverbe­
rates through the great heart of 
Humanity, and leaves no sweet altru­
istic hope or onward outlook for the 
future destiny of man.

There is nothing left but to fall back 
on the old, narrow, petty, exclusive, 
sectarian conceptions of human birth 
and destlny-r-hldeous dreams and hor­
rid nightmares, begotten of hideous and 
horrid theology, the mental spawn of 
dark ages of ignorance and inhumanity.

There is no danger- that the enlight­
ened world will fall back into the old 
and outgrown theological concepts. The 
general diffusion of knowledge, and the 
concurrent growth of humanitarian 
ideas and impulses, have rendered such 
a retreat Impossible. Man’s march is 
onward and not backward. Here and 
there may be found stragglers, con­
servative of the Past’s darkness rather 
than the Present’s brilliant light; and 
like the Philadelphia Press editor, they 
go about in the broad glare of the 
glorious sunshine of to-day, swinging 
their little smoky lanterns, thinking 
they are thereby enlightening the 
world!

The serious sadness of their perform­
ance is all that saves It from operatic 
comicality.

The unveiled slur upon Spiritualists, 
implying that they are lacking in ordi­
nary common sense in matters of phe­
nomena, clearly indicates the unjudicial 
bias and prejudice of the Press editor, 
aud is offset and discounted by the 
fact—apparently not known to that 
writer—that the world’s foremost lead­
ers in physics, metaphysics, statesman­
ship, literature, are Spiritualists.

If these noted personages aro not 
idiots, the Press editor is not a com­
petent judge of Spiritualists and Spirit­
ualism.

With the benevolent Intent of casting 
an X ray of spiritual light Into minds 
darkened by prejudice, The Progressive 
Thinker has invited a symposium of 
Spiritualists, whose thoughts are spread 
on the pages of this issue of our paper. 
The consensus of views Is widely at 
variance with tbe Press statements.

The opinions given are those of men 
and women thinkers, wpo speak, from 
knowledge of Spiritualism, its facts, Its 
phenomena, its philosophy, its history. 
It were Idle to pit against these wit­
nesses, the ex parte statements of per­
sons who know-it-all without research 
or fit investigation. ,

Spiritualists have no reason for pes­
simistic thoughts concerning Spiritual­
ism. In regard to its phenomena, its 
philosophy, or its outlook for success-in 
tbe world of thought.

It Is spreading, increasing in Its dif­
fusive might and influence, and the 
world is being transformed by it. The 
religious thought of the world is being 
humanized by It; the old horrid dogmas 
are dropping into desuetude, and those 
who formerly held to inhuman doc­
trines taught in creeds, are ashamed to 
tbe point of denial of such beliefs.

Spiritualism, means a new heaven 
and a new earth, through new and hu­
mane spiritual concepts, reaching down 
into tbe ethical and social nature and 
relations of humanity.

Spiritualism Is prevailing, but while 
the tide is rising and sweeping on. we 
shall doubtless continue to be regaled 
from time to time by the spectacle of 
journalistic and ministerial Dame Part­
ingtons. vigorously striving to mop 
back the onflowlng waters of the 
Atlantic.

This is an Important question and 
one that should Interest every .true 
Spiritualist.

In my opinion Spiritualism proper, 
Hire, sincere, Is not on the decline. 
Mover in the world’s history was there 

so much interest In the occult, psychical 
aud kindred questions as now.

Scientists, theologians and the great 
mass of thinkers both in the church and 
out are asking the all-important ques­
tion, “If a man die, shall he live again?” 
The inquiry is going forth from nil 
parts of the earth, “Is there a life be­
yond this? If so, what is the nature of 
hat world and what state of existence 
belongs to its denizens?” Thousands as 

they stand by open graves with sorrow 
too deep for utterance cry out from the 
depths of grief-stricken hearts, “Shall 
we meet again? Is there an open door 
between us? Will they whisper to me 
words of love, will they touch my life, 
heart and soul; will they, can they com­
municate with me ever again?”

This interest was never so deep as 
now, and millions who are not called 
Spiritualists, who are among Chris­
tians, poets, thinkers and scientists, are 
fully persuaded by conscious knowl­
edge and many proofs too sacred to 
give to the world at large, of the fact 
of spirit communion. There are thou­
sands, uot Spiritualists, who are so sen­
sitive, their spiritual senses so opened 
nnd attuned to the music of the invisi­
ble world; that they feel and know be­
yond a shadow of doubt their loved 
ones still live and love them, still touch 
and influence their lives, inspiring, 
cheering and helping them in the bat­
tles, sorrows and struggles of life.

The spirit world and all that pertains 
to it Is under law as relentless and un­
changeable as the laws that govern the 
movements of the heavenly bodies.

Spirit communion Is not a matter of 
faith, but a matter of fact, hence as 
the world develops intellectually, and 
men and women become more and more 
developed upon the higher plane of life, 
their spiritual senses will be quickened 
and all that In,the past has been mys­
terious and called miraculous and 
which has been clouded with super­
stition will be recognized as eternal 
laws. If spirit communion were a new 
thing we might well wonder if It was 
on the decline, but it is as old as the 
history of mau, and the different 
phases of its manifestations as old as 
the earliest history, sacred or profane.

It Is only in the last half century the 
true conception of these laws has com­
menced to be comprehended, only re­
cently that the scientists and thinking 
world has begun to look into occult 
things'with an unprejudiced eye, free 
from dogmatism or bigotry.

Never before was there a time that 
these truths were believed by so many; 
never was there a time that such in­
terest existed In the way of Investiga­
tion. This interest will Increase, this 
Investigation will go on until the mass 
of thinking, earnest, spiritual-minded 
men and women will become believers. 
Not alone from facts and phenomena, 
but from conscious knowledge that will 
come to them.

The question is, whether these laws 
understood, this fact of spirit com­
munion, when the great mass of hu­
manity recognize it. will be under the 
name of Spiritualism or under no 
special name.

It is a question hard to answer and 
will depend upon the course pursued 
by so-called Spiritualists.

That organic Spiritualism is on the 
decline is too true. That tho calls for 
the greatest talent and deepest thinkers 
in tlie ranks is growing less Is also true. 
Yet all this lack of interest, all this de- 
cllue In organic action, all this want of 
Interest iu the philosophy of Spiritual­
ism. no one is to blame for but Spirit­
ualists themselves.

Many years ago a noted minister said 
to me, “Doctor, why is it that the 
whole world has uot grasped and Is not 
living the life and teachings.of the 
Christ?” I said, “I cannot answer.” 
He replied, “Simply because the teach­
ers and devotees of Christianity have so 
falsely presented Its truths, so dog­
matized them and so poorly lived them 
that tho world at large has become dis-
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gusted.”'
What Is 

still more 
First and

true of Christ’s teachings is 
true of Modern Spiritualism, 
all-important to the success,

lam pvomptod to briefly consider this 
questlauipn the basis of an editorial in 
the Philadelphia Press, May 7, 1001. 
An artUlq upon such a broad and far- 
reueblng^ubject can ouly.be glanced at 
aud a few points touched upon In the 
limited space plotted for the same.

The editor bases bls remarks upon 
the alleged statement of President Bar­
rett at Uj recent mass meeting held in 
New York City. When we got correct 
reports jfoom Mr. Barrett’s address it 
noved ■ that die was misrepresented, 
[u an editorial in the Banner of Light 
of June 1, President Barrett states just 
what he did say at the meeting in ques­
tion, as to Spiritualist societies and 
lyceums In tbe different States, which 
shows the Press report to bo incorrect, 
through mistake or otherwise.

The editor of the Press, however, was 
quick to grasp tbe opportunity to take 
advantage of the report, misleading 
though it was, so as to make it appear 
that Spiritualism was on the decline, 
and on the testimony of the president 
of tbe National Association of Spiritual­
ists. This same editor should be a man 
of wide intelligence, and extended 
knowledge of men and things, and 
should know that the movement of 
modern Spiritualism does not rest upon 
the manifestation of societies, any more 
than the various sciences and their 
principles depend for their existence 
upon scientists, students, and scientific 
institutions. Science Is a positive fac­
tor in itself. Spiritualism is also a pos­
itive factor, it does not depend upon 
societies for existence. If an individual 
is imbued wltb Spiritualism, it is a part 
of the life within, moulds the character 
and directs the way to spiritual prog­
ress. In fact, Spiritualism is the great 
beacon light of the nineteenth century, 
and if people cannot or do not recognize 
that fact, they are at fault and not 
Spiritualism. Thus It will be seen that 
tbo advance or decline of Spiritualism 
cannot be measured accurately by the 
state of Its societies.

Is Spiritualism on the decline? No, 
It is on the advance, and Is permeating 
every phase of human life. The home 
from which some of the inmates bave 
taken their departure, and now beckon 
those left behind onward to tbe other 
shore, Is one of the strongest incentives 
to the advance of Spiritualism. Tho 
home is where Spiritualism has its 
strongest hold upon the people. When 
dear friends pass on, those left In tbe 
earthly home aro led to investigate by 
the teachings of Spiritualism aud learn 
its truth.

It is hardly possible that tbe able 
editor of the Philadelphia Press cannot 
see that Spiritualism is forging its way 
to the front, in tbe pulpit, tbe press, 
the stagehand literature as well.

From a distinctive movement at first, 
it has advanced with an energy un­
precedented In'(any former movement 
in the records of history. On its way, 
It has suppressed hell, tbe mainstay of 
tbe chutch, and put Its detestable 
ereeds and false teachings on the de­
fensive. « ■!

The edltorlaPputs great stress upon 
the fraud-question, as though Spirit­
ualism waft almost, If not entirely based 
upon frkud, mid the greatest fraud 
upon earth, as'1 well. The writer has 
been a close student of the phenomena 
for nearly half‘ft century, and finds no 
more fraud to the square foot than In 
other phases of human life. Even the 
newspaper mart* Is not exempt, as is 
evidenced by-fills editorial,' which upon 
Its face bears the marks of Its mislead­
ing character. All are involved more or 
less in fraudulent tendencies and will 
be till mankind reaches a higher level. 
It would indeed be ref resiling, if the 
Press editor would furnish us with an 
article on tbe frauds of tlie popular re­
ligions of our time, which bave become 
so offensive and intolerable under the 
light and intelligence of the threshold 
of the twentieth century, that tlie more 
conscientious of the clergy cannot en­
dure the pressure and hence we have 
had another conclave recently in this 
city, of the Presbyterian clergy, to re­
vise and filter out still more of the 
fraud and falsity, in the religion that 
has been offered to us as infallible and 
God-given.

This is as It should be. May the good 
■work go on. Spiritualists should do

uplifting and spread of the gospel of 
true Spiritualism is a spiritual divine 
use of spiritual gifts, for through these 
gifts alone come the proof of spirit com­
munion. “Many are called but few are 
chosen.” Why? Because they make 
merchandise of their gifts, lu tbe be­
ginning of these things the persecu­
tions that came to our mediums and 
early workers was such that they were 
true to their souls, loyal to tho angel 
bands; but thousands ot our later me­
diums have been so tempted by the de­
sire to please, love of money, worldly 
power and the applause of the mass, 
that all spirituality has left them and 
they have become as a tinkling brass 
and a sounding cymbal.

But, says one. “How shall we hinder 
these things?” The wheat and tbe tares 
must needs grow together. Those who 
will sell their souls and prostitute their 
gifts, they above air others will and 
must suffer. All broken law Is sin, and 
no. victory In death comes to tbe soul 
Who thus sins. These sad exhibitions 
of what might be and what is, should 
arouse each true medium to greater 
zeal, greater purity of life, greater de­
votion to a high and holy use of spirit­
ual gifts.

Another and still greater cause of the 
decline of Spiritualism is that so few 
Spiritualists are anything more than 
spiritists, believing In the phenomena 
but stopping there have never entered 
into the merits of the philosophy, and 
with all the depths that this philosophy 
can and will reach in the human heart, 
made of-It a religion, the most deep, 
holy and all-embracing, of all religions, 
a religion that holds all that is pare and 
true and leads each human heart to 
rear an altar consecrated to all that is 
divine In the universe or in ourselves.

When the thousands of so-called 
Spiritualists have, reached beyond the 
phenomena,'which is only a foundation 
'stone, and commenced the building of 
the spiritual temple by living truly re- 
;llglous or spiritual ' lives, then will 
Spiritualism become' a power in the 
land. ’ . .

’ Spiritualism ,organically, in local, 
state or national society, has done little 
if anything for humanity, or. humani­
tarian work, rthey have done some­
thing in the way of . convincing the peo­
ple of the truth ot spirit communion, 
through mediumship have .made con­
verts to the facts and phenomena of 
Spiritualism, but they have never 
touched the world’s needs, of putin 
motion the power organically by which 
humanity, misled by sense life, ma­
terial thought and human weakness, 
mighf be lifted up ■ to a better,and 
higher condition.

What has organic Spiritualism done 
to lift mankind out of* the slough of in­
temperance? Has it even saved its own 
teachers, mediums and believers, from 
this habit which robs the human being 
of health, mental power, social and 
spiritual purity?

What, has ; organized ,. Spiritualism

llkewlse, as fast and as 
comes to the surface it 
posed of—stamped out.

The writer doubts if

often as fraud 
should be dis-

the editor in
question, notwithstanding he says that 
nearly if not quite a hundred per cent 
of the phenomena of Spiritualism Is 
fraudulent, would make such a state­
ment in the presence of the grand array 
of scientists who have investigated It. 
on scientific lines, beginning with the 
late Prof. Robert Hare, of Philadelphia, 
over forty years ago and coining down 
to our own time with Richard Hodgson 
leading on these Investigators, em­
bracing some of the most eminent sci­
entists on the records of history, who 
have pronounced the phenomena of 
Spiritualism true, and under the tests 
of scientific investigation, we prefer to 
accept their testimony rather than the 
say-so of the editor in question.

Philadelphia, Pa. B. B. HILL.
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done to help the poor, unfortunate, 
helpless ones of earth.

It has no asylums, hospitals, sanita­
riums, rescue.missions or homes, nor 
has it free beds, endowment funds, or 
any means of caring for the worn-out, 
unfortunate, or ill, members in its 
ranks.

The hour has; come that the hand­
writing is on the walk Spiritualists 
must arouse to gotten, be true to the 
light that has come to them, lay aside 
self and gq, forth/ to bless the world by 
becoming ^lumaujtarians, or all that is 
worth flght&ff for or defending in Spir­
itualism ,^111 be absorbed by the 
church andoundey other names.

This- glorious ‘name, “Spiritualism,” 
given us by the spirit world, this 
glorious banner nthat means liberty, 
purity- and the redemption of mankind, 
will be trailed In! the dust, will become 
a stench and a b#word.

It will toan ^nly phenomena jug­
glery and ^p-nothing-Ism as far as hs 
moral or ftblrltudl Influence upon the 
world and wclet^ is concerned.

It will d^Ve alPits ’unselfish humani­
tarians to ^erve^ God and the angel 
world und8r other banners, for the 
truth will tfdt dib^

Earnest z$en and women will not 
cease to lay their lives down In the ser­
vice of mankind, but what should be 
done In outranks and under our name 
must and will be done elsewhere. The 
hour - is ripe, the age demands, the 
clarion voice4 of truth. Let every 
speaker, every’inedlum, every Spiritual 
paper, proclaim the truth and live it, 
and thus save our cause from sensual- 
Ismr animalisp, deceit,, fraud, death, 
and disgrace. ■ •

ANDREW B„ SPINNEY.
Reed City, Much.

“Humanity, Its Nature, Powers and 
Possibilities/’A concise, masterly 
presentation of tbe facts and philoso­
phy of Spiritualism. For sale at this 
office. Price 25 cents.

The Press takes a very Inadequate, 
narrow and un-philosophic view, though 
ts view seems to be shared by some 

Spiritualists. But the secular press re- 
jorts of the sayings and doings at Spir 
tuallst meetings are often unreliable 

and colored by prejudice.
Spiritualism, as a mutter of fact, is a 

pervasive influence, which, although 
not au organized society were In exist­
ence, would be and is winning its way 
everywhere and in all lands. It does 
not stop nnd recoil when it reaches the 
bounds of avowed believers, but goes 
on and on, passing all barriers of 
churches, sects, cults, religions, and so­
cial, philosophical, political and sci­
entific organizations.

If, as the Press says, Spiritualism no 
longer attracts the class that loves the 
mystic and mysterious—which is more 
than doubtful—it possesses superior at- 
ractions in its philosophy and its tendi­
ngs concerning a future life; for this 

philosophy and these teachings are so 
fully in accord with common sense, and 
the longings of the human heart, that, 
in direct contrast with the dogmatic 
teachings of churchly biblicists, it 
allures all minds possessed of humane 
instincts of good will for humanity. 
It does not offer a salvation bought by 
the blood of an innocent person, nor 
does it consign to endless damnation all 
who are not possessed of a “saving 
faith” at the time of their transition 
from the mortal.

And it is attracting more and more 
the minds and hearts^ of true men of 
science, who seek after facts and truth 
with sincere and judicial impartiality. 
While a few petty journalists pro­
nounce their feeble ex-parte judgment, 
the offspring of Ignorance and preju­
dice, great scientists and thinkers, after 
careful inquiry and keen investigation, 
are avowing their convictions of the 
truth of the basic facts of Spiritualism.

Moreover it is a fact that, to great 
and increasing numbers of church peo­
ple, the philosophy ahd teachings of 
Spiritualism are more attractive than 
the dogmas of their church creeds. 
The attractiveness of tho churches is 
not in their creedal doctrines, but in the 
fact that the church organizations pos­
sess the qualities of social clubs, social 
societies; it is the social feature, with 
a certain supposed element of “respec­
tability” attached, that constitutes the 
attractive Influence.

To argue the superior attractiveness 
of the church over Spiritualism, in the 
matter of teachings and philosophy, 
would indicate the naive simplicity of 
unadorned primeval ignorance, or else 
willful perversion of one’s moral In­
stincts to the defense of doctrines that 
outrage one’s moral sense.

That many Spiritualists bave become 
attached as members of liberal 
churches, does not indicate a decline of 
Spiritualism per se, for these members 
carry their Spiritualism Into their 
church and contribute to leaven the 
churches with Spiritualism. A Spirit­
ualist is none the less a Spiritualist be­
cause he becomes a member of a 
church; and he helps to diffuse Spirit­
ualism therein. Moreover the ministers 
of these churches have become sat­
urated with Spiritualistic 1 deas, and 
voice the same fropr their pulpits, and 
It is quite evident that this fact con­
stitutes tbe basis of very much of their 
popularity with radical thinkers, and Is 
the loadstone of attraction that draws 
tho people to their churches.

The sweet, humane views of Spirit­
ualism concerning human destiny here­
after attract humane minds; while 
orthodox church teachings offend all 
the finer sentiments of humanity, and 
repel by their gross barbarism.

Thus while Spiritualism does “at­
tract that largo class of people who love 
mystic and mysterious beliefs,” its 
strength Is In the higher, finer, spirit­
ual attractions of its accordance with 
the best desires, hopes and longings of 
tlie human heart and soul Innate In the 
lowliest as well as thc highest aud best 
of human kind. Spiritualism appeals 
to the best and highest Instincts and 
qualities of man’s spiritual nature.

At the same tune that is spreads the I 
beautiful rainbow of hope in the clouds i 
of sorrow that gather over the grave, 
its wondrous consolation is strength-1 
eued by the pending of actual knowl-1 
edge afforded by spirits passed on, In 
well attested communication, here and 
not in Palestine; now and not in the 
dark ages of the past.

To deny and flout these things, as the 
Press does, Is to evince ignorance, or , 
worse.

The talk of “thc tawdry monotony of 
the heaven of Spiritualism” palling on 
the believers, comes with strange in­
congruity when uttered by a believer in 
the orthodox heaven,
“Where congregations ne’er break up, 
And Sabbaths never end,”

and tho eternal monotony of harps and 
praise Is held up to the view of ortho­
dox believers. The very thought of 
such a heaven makes a healthy man 
feel tired. Such a heaven would soon 
evolute Into one inexpressible, eternal 
yawn!

Thus it will be seen that the fact, ff 
It be a fact, that Spiritual organizations 
or societies have declined, does not 
carry with it the proposition that Spir­
itualism has declined. What organic 
Spiritualism may have lost, has been 
more than recouped by its pervasive 
diffusion in the churches where its ad­
herents have gone and where Its phil­
osophy is preachbd to many who other­
wise would never have listened to it, 
but who now gladly accept its sweet 
reasonableness as they hear it taught 
in their own church pulpits.

Viewing the matter with the broad 
vision that takes in the wide field of 
Humanity and human good, what mat­
ters it whether Spiritualism spreads un­
der the specialised banner on which is 
inscribed its name, or diffuses as a 
quiet unseen Influence, permeating and 
pervading all sects, cults, churches, 
until.its spirit Is inwrought into the tex­
ture and fiber of all social life and all 
human institutions? In either case tne 
world of humanity is blessed and made 
the better by it, and this is the real 
spirit of Spiritualism, which is not ex­
clusive, but inclusive.

Finally. I assent to the sentiments of 
the Editor in his letter of request for 
my views on the subject, in respect of 
medlumlstlc tricksters and their detri­
mental influence.

: “The. status of Spiritualism has 
changed,” but, like John Brown’s soul, 
Spiritualism still goes marching on, 
pure, undefiled and uridefilable.

The various fads, beliefs, and narrow 
cults, embodied in Theosophy, Chris­
tian Science, etc., possess an attraction 

• tor minds that love to chase metaphysi­
cal shadows and mystic Orientalisms, 
but Spiritualism is based on facts and 
knowledge, and holds within itself a 
living principle of ever expansive phil­
osophy which will grow while spirit ex­
ists and the mind and soul expands in 
spirituality, knowledge and .wisdom. 
Fads win die, but Spiritualism Is un­
dying as spirit itself.. ; j

....... JAS. C. UNDERHILL.
East Chicago^ Ind. . ■ /

---------  trolled by a spirit Is employed at two
ItS Local Societies; ths Sec- dollars per Sunday because he is cheap, 

. D ■ and the scholarly lecturer is left with- /
Uiar rteSS, put work. He must labor for the wagej

——. of Ignorance or quit the field. Rather
The editorial in the Philadelphia than do the former, many talented men

Press of May 7, 1901, presents some and women have done the letter. With 
very important facts to tbe considers- well organized local societies, these 
tion of the Spiritualists of America, erudite teachers could be called to our 
While it Is not true that Spiritualism postrum aud Spiritualism would once 
per se is on the decline, it nevertheless more flourish.
is true that its societary expressions Ordination, too, as Editor Francia 
are on the wane. There is a wide- well says, lias been a curse. It must 
spread interest in psychism apparent either be greatly restricted, or elsehbol- 
everywhere, but that Interest does not Ighed altogether. This can only be done 
take any practical form on the part of through organization.
the great majority of people. Many of Schools are needed, and interpreters 
those who have embraced Spiritualism of Psychic law are everywhere wanted, 
have done so with the thought that True mediumship must be different!- 
they have thereby escaped all financial ated from that which Is purveyed in ln- 
responsibillty and all labor connected formation bureaus, and the public 
with organization. An Oregon friend taught to discriminate between them, 
says that he came Into Spiritualism to An associations organized for the pur- 
get rid of expense, and avoid the P°se of exchanging tests, should be in­
bondage of supporting organizations, vestlgated aud their methods made 
Such persons may be Spiritualists, but known to the world. It does not matter 
their course of action certainly proves whether this exposure hits the presi­
that they! have no interest in Spiritual- dents of local societies, mediums of 
ism as a movement to benefit humanity, prominence, noted speakers and work-

The words of the Press are very si^ ers, it should be made In the Interest of 
nificant in showing the attitude of out- truth. The standard of absolute right 
side critics as a class, especially should be maintained everywhere, and 
among the representatives of the secu- ^ can only be established by awaken- 
lar press. It is a frank expression of ing each individual to a knowledge of 
the popular opinion of the opponents of tke facts as they really are when this 
Spiritualism among nou-religionists. In Is done through the classification of our 
many respects, it is a statement of Phenomena, through scientific analyses 
truths that should be brought home to of our facts, and through the orderly
the heart of every Spiritualist. Its presentation of the same from our plat- 
comments upon the question of fraud f°rms, there will be as much interest 
or humbug are cases in point. It well Iaken in occultism on the part of edu- 
says that however convincing the ex- euted people as there,ever was.
posure of fraud has been to some Spiritualism itself/ is as enduring as 
minds, to others It has been as if noth- ,ime- h 18 uot on ,he wuue’ but 18 1110 
ing had been established. Spiritualists subJeet of popular Inquiry under dozens 
cannot complain of these words of the of dlffereut names» on the part of many 
Press when they refuse to accept evi- thousands of people. If Spiritualists 
dence, and persist lu defending the wIsh t0 reniuln as the custodians of it, 
most outrageous kinds of fraud. When tbe,v n,U8t be ul) aud doing. They must 
the contrary is true, no true Spiritualist ^^ ^le tacts aud provide remedies for 
will ever have occasion to blush for a11 our ,lls- They Illust settle 1110 fllles‘ 
what the secular press says of Spirit- tion of ohurch absorption, either by es- 
uallsm. It is true that there are many lavishing live working organizations 
Catholic and orthodox writers who are of Spiritualists, or surrepder their 
bitterly opposed to Spiritualism, yet I!10'^111^ t0 saGh men as Abbott, Illi- 
these very people will treat our speak- q^0? t(?Hiaud Havu^e-
ers aud their utterances impartially, th^%fraud q"n s a v <a G»G-b»t 
when there is a dignified aud respectful Primo I1U d of the houi is tin salva- 
air associated with them. tlou of our locaI societies, and the per-

The secular press will deal with the jnaaouoy of our organizations. Estab­
phenomena of Spiritualism precisely as Iish these’ and fraud wil1 sP^dlly dis- 
the Spiritualists present them to the aP!H‘ar a* do the weeds from the flor­
public. When public tests or messages lst/ £ar m ।
are presented in a highly sensational nIu du.e’ 1 w ! ^m Spirituansts 
style, the reporters are sure to make a T Wh n
burlesque of their accounts. Lt Is to be ? * ‘ ^V * ^umu
noticed also that the meaty utterances n a ladC^ Press. Lntil

eyes of our Spiritualists to wbat might [“ hVnXlt^^^ 

be done to allay such rWculousuess! ‘ t )n
Reporters, uo matter wbat their relig- " a"r Co ei,Xn ra-

S SI X 5.“. ■’"‘“'s™,,“? ""T?” I" •"' ’"'; 

same bv Snlritualism ■ when its I'ows-theu the victory Is ours, and 
. I uatism wutn its p a - spiritual, wl)I relnalu wltb those to 

orm exponents ate teachers and phil- wlloge i)au(i8 |t was committed nearly 
osophers, rather than tbe furnishers of Uftv.four ,ars a Thon (here wift 
wonders to a curious audience. We b • ; . § .. , . ..
cannot complain of ridicule when we ..^.jim, of snir tuaHsm" but the “Ad- place before the public the questionable v“t° £hmdlsm" w be the 

drama lc test tbe wre chedly spoken (beme Qf workpr )n oul, rauks 
English, and the sensational alls of HARRISON D. BARRETT,
some of those who claim to be speakers 1 
and mediums.

Spiritualists iu the past twenty years, 
bave been too ready to hush up the ex­
posure of fraud, and too prone to con­
demn those who have had the courage 
to do it. The secular press respects au I Spiritualism Not Organic in 
honest man’s convictions, and will treat H nuanoni imul vrganiC IR 
him with respect so long as that mau Is Any Sense.
guided by evidence. But when that ---------

AN IMPULSION.

man adopts the doctrine of “laissez The eager desire of the press to decry 
falre,” In dealing with the question of Modern Spiritualism us evidenced by 
fraud, he Is open to criticism and really Its repeated attacks and the recent ar- 
deserves the censure of his opponents, tide in the Philadelphia Press, report- 
Had Spiritualists been perfectly willing lug the pessimistic utterances of Presi- 
to expose fraud, and fearless in so do- dent Barrett and other speakers at the 
Ing, popular interest in their organic meeting of Spiritualists recently held In 
movements would never have waned to New York City, does not disturb the 
the extent that it has. They have, how- well-known facts and attested phenom- 
ever, not only condoned fraud by let- ena of Spiritualism as proven by thou- 
ting it alone, but have also defended it sands of reliable, intelligent minds, 
vigorously by tongue aud pen. One of scientists and thinkers, scattered over 
the journals devoted to Spiritualism tho inhabitable globe, but simply draws 
made it a rule never to notice a well- attention to the present growing apathy 
authenticated exposure of a fraud, but of the Cause, and arouses thought as 
always opened its columns to the de- to its cause.
lense of the same. Modern Spiritualism has been an Im-

No true Spiritualist need bo alarmed pulsi011 of (ljc agC an(j uot organjC |a 
about the tacts of Spiritualism. Its anv sense of uie word, and not until re- 
phenomena are proven beyond a shad- cenQy has there been an attempt at or- 
ow of doubt, and the exposure of fraud ganjC structure by its adherents. Its 
simply makes the genuine the more val- mission seems to have been to infuse 
uable. No genuine medium is ever iu- new spiritual life into the old effete re- 
jured, directly or Indirectly, by tbo ex- iigjOns, and to break down the dog- 
posuro of a counterfeit. On the con- matlc barriers that hedged in the soul 
trary, he is greatly helped thereby, and of mnn between him and the light of 
should be one of the first to welcome immortality; and no observer of the 
such exposure, even to aid in it. Tbe present advanced state of the Christian 
truth Is the majority of mediums have church can but acknowledge its good 
chosen to feel hurt whenever a fraud effects, since to-day no intelligent cler- 
bas been exposed and bave used their gyman holds to the beliefs of the past, 
influence with people to make the ex- while many have accepted the psychic 
posers decidedly uncomfortable. They phenomena of mediumship and the 
have even gone so far as to boycott the facts of spirit communion, and claim it 
true medium who has been instrument- to bo Christian as taught by Jesus the 
al in exposing fraud and deception. Christ.
™s I’eudency has not escaped the j|W |amcnt of some of our speakers 
watchful eye of tbe secular press, andthe result is our entire movement Is that Spiritual ism is languishing for 
judged from the prelnise that there "nn^ °^ Pecunlaiy support, is too true, 
must be wholesale guilt when there is an^ our spiritual platforms are given

I a wholesale effort made to conceal evi- UP t0 ^ ^J*"’8 °f dubious character 
dence. and to follow the -let alone” pol- “/ hP rX™

^° ^ nhat XiCaUS? ^^ a"^ 

wrL^d^^^AH^nMhu^ the Pradual decadence and decrease in
arG at ?°Ce attendance at the Sunday meetings is 

H'nvtnHnmnf0^ tbG grtevous lament of the pastors and
exposure they attempt to conceal. leaders
toT?^^ agTK From Williamsport, Pa., recently the
votdes Philadelphia Inquirer reports that Mrs.

then to give tbe public tbe mental pab- ^afy ^ J/0?’
ulum they craved. Thoughtful people of that city, took the pulpit in the ah- 
wanted to be Instructed, and medioc- 8Gnce °^ tier husband, and delivered an 
rlty In speakers and mediums did not eloquent sermon and created a pro- 
flourish then. Absolute tests were found sensation by arraignment of the 
demanded and given; erudite addresses ™odcrn church. “Fine churches, Rhe 
were asked for and received. To-day, 1® reported to have said, ^vere being 
the genuineness of the manifestations hunt, elaborate music is given In order 
counts for little, provided the one who to draw the people, yet the result was 
gives them can draw a crowd whose unsatisfactory. The tide of inquiry 
ten cents at the door pays the expense snrges on and the people stumble over 
of the meeting. Lectures are too often the church Into hell.”
made of secondary consideration, and Tbls startling announcement coming 
only tbe amusement features are ca- from one of the popular Christian 
tered to. These features bave driven churches might be critically applied to 
scholarly men and women Into other our present spiritual condition, so un­
movements, and tbe liberal churches, satisfactory wltb its craze for sights 
the Theosophists, Mental Scientists and and wonders, and morbid craving for 
kindred organizations, have profited at spiritual tests, and the lamentable lack 
our expense. This is also true of many of able exponents of our spiritual pbil- 
of the liberal orthodox churches, whose osophy and teachings. The superficial 
pastors have absorbed enough of tbe minds are awed by the mighty sweep of- 
philosophy of Spiritualism to make thewinds and hurricanes, and prostrate 
their sermons attractive to thoughtful themselves with fear, but the phlloso-
people.

The strictures of The Progressive 
Thinker upon the sale of bogus tests, of 
paraphernalia for the seance-room, and 
other questionable proceedings, were 
none too severe. When Spiritualists 
themselves take the lead in showing the 
world that these things are no part of 

• true Spiritualism, the secular press will 
accord our movement equal considera­
tion with all other bodies of people. In 
order to make these exposures sure, 
Spiritualists must sift their , evidences, 
and the cry against those who.believe 

j in honesty must cease. -
Organization must come in as a 

| means of protection and of defense. 
I The platform must be broadened. In­
stead of compelling college-bred men 
and women, who are highly inspired in­
struments, to work for . nothing, . the 

I recognition ot their worth must be M-

pher and thinker studies causes and 
leads out into the domain of nature 
where her hidden mysteries await the 
genius of man.

May we not conclude In our present 
state of unrest and unsatisfied longings 
for the mysterious, that bodily com­
forts are essentia! to real spiritual hap­
piness, and that this ache and pain of 
the human heart and mind must find 
human happiness In the legitimate 
things of earth ere the spiritual life 
within be quickened Into perfect frui­
tion? No cause, spiritual or otherwise, 
can prosper while humanity grovels in 
poverty and ignorance and looks away 
from earth for rewards and^ punish­
ments, and forgets justice here, love 
and fraternal sympathy now instead of 
the sweet by and by.

BISHOP A. BEALSc i

Summerlandt GaU, L
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THE FRAUD HUNTER
The True Savior of Spirit­

ualism.
(FLOWER MEDIUM'S TRICKS EX- 
} POSED-AFTER TWO YEARS OF 
j INVESTIGATION SCIENTIST UN- 
| MASKS ALLEGED MEDIUM—THE
j SAVIOR OF THE WORLD IS THE 
’ FRAUD HUNTER.1

sr “fVGTINft”and pupils, tor it Is tor growth and not 
the repetition of words like a poll-par­
rot.

Wherever the lyceum has failed, It 
has been because of making it a sort of 
reformed Sunday-school, teaching Spir­
itualism, aud nothing else instead of the 
Bible. The Lyceum Guide, by Emma 
Rood Tuttle, which supplemented the 
manual of A. J. Davis, with music and 
other essential features, was. compiled 
with express reference to this idea. It 
was made broad enough for all liberal­
ise, leaving the instructions, in any and 
ail directions free for the lyceum to 
choose. And strange to say, the leaders 
of the organizing, movement have 
sharply criticised the Guide because it 
ioes uot make Spiritualism the one aud 
only thing. . ;

Spiritualism is not especially attract­
ive to children. They cannot be ex­
pected to make great sacrifice, or en­
dure the scoffs of companions for their 
belief. They must be won by the at­
tractiveness of the hall, the exercises, 
aud social life. If these are wanting, 
rhe children will go if they go any­
where, to tbe places where these are 
supplied.

From the standpoint from which 
these enemies of the cause view Spirit­
ualism, there is apparently a falling 
away, but happily there are other 
points of view.

There never was a time when there 
was as great circulation of spiritual pa­
pers, or when spiritual books were read 
more eagerly. Never a time when there 
were as many home circles, and medi­
umship more common iu tbe private 
walks of life. Tbe bizarre public exhi­
bitions are no longer heralded, nor im­
possible manifestations reported. The 
wonder-workers have given true medi­
ums aud Spiritualists a sad experience. 
Whether true or false, they have 
brought obloquy and scorn on the cause 
they have been put forward to support.

To those who regard success as mean­
ing a church-like organization, with the 
machinery of propagaudism, the efforts 
of the past have been failures, because 
they are not iu harmony with the move­
ment. When the X-rays were discov­
ered, the facts were given to tlie world 
to be amalgamated with the sum of hu­
man knowledge. No one proposed to 
make the discoverer the leader of a sci­
entific or religious cult. Evolution has 
overturned tbe beliefs, theories aud 
speculations, of all preceding time, 
and substituted an absolutely distinct 
explanation of creation, of force, of 
progress applicable to every depart­
ment of knowledge, yet no one has sug­
gested that Darwin or Wallace be made 
leaders of a propaganda, and mission­
aries sent broadcast to convert those 
who like Jasper, contend that the “sun 
do move.'” There have been and are so­
cieties for the study of these scientific 
subjects; they exist or cease to be, yet 
these great truths are unaffected To 
the superficial observer there Is less In­
terest iu evolution than a score of year’s 
ago. Then every four-corner preacher 
had hls fling at the ape being man's 
grandfather; the penny-a-liner wrote 
funny paragraphs, and Darwin was 
caricatured. The ministers of the gos­
pel, aud editors of leading journals 
could not have expressed more ignor­
ance or more lies.

It was discovered that spirits exist in 
such a natural state, subject to law, 
and that It is possible to communicate 
with them. Like evolution this discov­
ery carries with it a worid of possibil­
ities, destructive and constructive; it 
overturns or reconstructs al! the beliefs 
of the past.

Yet why is It necessary that an organ­
ization be founded thereon, and wo all 
set to work propagating the "faith,” 
and measure success on the extent of 
our work?

Lot us not put weapons in the hands 
of tbe enemy by declaiming against our 
cause. It may Dot move In tlie lines we 
think best, but It does not stand still 
or go backwards; it goes ahead what­
ever we may think. There are more 
Spiritualists iu the church than out of 
it There is nothing in the fact that a 
spirit friend comes and converses with 
us that obliges us to go out of any 
church or organization.

Said a Catholic to me yesterday, “I 
wish (o talk with you on Spiritualism, 
and find out if it is possible to receive a 
communication from a dear friend.”

“Will your priest allow you?" I asked.
“Why do you not know that we Cath­

olics believe in the communion of spir­
its; only at rare intervals is this possi­
ble. a ^ the Father told me that when­
ever 1 und the opportunity it was right 
to do so.”

Thus everywhere the belief exists, 
consonant with human hopes and the 
hearts of devotion; the ready sol! for 
the diffusion of that knowledge given 
by Spiritualism.

The number of those attracted to the 
teachings of Spiritualism rapidly in­
creased and are increasing, but it is 
not to be expected that one reared from 
childhood to attend tbe cathedral where 
everything contributes to esthetic taste 
and reverential repose, will at once 
leave all these and attend the dingy 
second-rate halls usually provided foi 
spiritual meetings.

The value of social life, the awaken­
ing of the mind by Inspiring as well as 
inspired lectures, is not for a moment 
called in question. There can be socie­
ties formed on the most liberal lines, 
appealing not to Spiritualists exclusive­
ly, but to al! who desire the social life 
furnished by the churches, and tbe 
gaining • of higher knowledge. The 
membership, overwhelming, exists; the 
wealth exists; let such organizations 
build places of meeting, attractive In 
architecture, beautiful in surroundings, 
reposeful In furnishing; temples of 
knowledge and not of propagandlsm, 
and there will be no cry because the 
WDrld does not receive what the world 
has had a surfeit of and does not want

• • • HUDSON TUTTLE. ’

WHAT'S THE MATTER. AH OPTimSIC VIEW.bank notes are rar^y mat with. Our 
■overslept te to be congratulated that 
it hat uot followed in ihe least degree 
tbe system adopted by some Spiritual­
ists, of letting counterfeiting go on 
without molestation, leaving‘It wholly 
to the people to decide for themselves 
the genuine from the spurious, of 
course, resulting In their being swin­
dled right and left should such a course 
have been adopted.

As counterfeit coins have almost 
wholly disappeared in consequence of 
the vigilant Fraud Hunter on ihe part 
of the government, so would fraud Id 
Spiritualism be banished at an early 
day if the Fraud Hunter would only 
play Ms part welt The honest con­
scientious Fraud Hunter, always anx­
ious for the exact truth, is really to be 
the Savior of Spiritualism. Kind and 
considerate, generous, may be, to a 
fault, but honestly skeptical, he goes 
forth with the angels at Ms back, con­
stantly receiving their approving 
smiles. He is simply looking for the 
truth, tbe whole truth aud nothing but 
the truth, and he receives tbe cordial 
endorsement of all ou the spirit side of 
life who wish to see our cause ad- 
vance.

We again repeat that as a matter of 
fact the Fraud Hunter—the honest, 
painstaking, conscientious Fraud Hun­
ter, is to be our Savior, to conduct the 
doubling along lines of investigation 
that will lead to the exact truth, aud 
thus prevent ihe decline of Spiritual­
ism. The honest medium is never 
afraid of the Fraud Hunter, but on all 
and every occasion welcomes him. 
Those materializing mediums who fear 
the Fraud Hunter, know full well that 
their occupation is in danger, for If you 
grab the “spirit,” you are almost sure 
to have ihe medium or an accomplice 
in your grasp with artificial toggery on 
his person throughout. While the ma­
terialization of spirits is a grand truth, 
it only occurs In rare Instances and 
under the best of conditions.

Spiritualism pure and undefiled is a 
glorious truth; it is tbe solvent that 
will redeem the world, and advance 
mankind to a higher plane, but iu order 
to have pure and undefiled Spiritual­
ism, it must not be tinctured with 
fraud, and in order to prevent that, the 
Fraud Hunter must be constantly on 
the alert.

In the case of this German medium, 
how long could she have practiced her 
methods with several honest, con­
scientious Fraud Hunters on her track 
and studying all her artful practices.

Banish the Fraud Hunter from our 
ranks, and Spiritualism would soon be 
in a decline from which it would be 
difficult to recover. Really the Fraud 
Hunter la the Savior—to save our coun­
try. The assertion of some that the 
searcher after fraud brings that ele­
ment, Is without one particle of founda­
tion. The wisest spirits say that he 
who tries to find out whether fraud Is 
connected with spirit manifestations or 
not, Is on the only true path, is puysir 
ing the right course.

Where would our sugar be without 
the Fraud Hunter? Adulterated!

Where would our butter be without 
the Fraud Hunter? Adulterated!

Where would our spices be without 
the skillful Fraud Hunter? Adul­
terated!

Where would our milk be without the 
Fraud Hunter? Adulterated, poisoned!

In fact our food would become 
adulterated throughout without - the 
Fraud Hauler—the Savior of the world! 
Wbat is true in connection with our 
food Is true in connection with Spirit­
ualism, the Fraud Hunter Is badly 
needed there. When I say Fraud 
Hunter I mean tbe honest, conscien­
tious cheerful skeptic; one who is 
always kind and generous to a fault 
almost; who is never arrogant, 
haughty or domineering, and who only, 
wants tbe whole truth.

It is perhaps true that Spiritualism 
os a distinctive movement, has now 
fewer active societies, and fewer 
lyceums than formerly, but In the 
aggregate it is advancing, and is grad­
ually redeeming tbe world and bring­
ing the churches up to a higher stand­
ard. Divested of fraud, Spiritualism 
as a distinctive movement would be­
come almost all-powerful; but let that 
prevail Iu tbe future as It has in the 
past, and drive off the Fraud Hunter, 
kill the National Association, and rele­
gate its prominent leaders to the rear, 
and then Spiritualism will have a de­
cline that all can notice within a year.

One of tbe greatest Fraud Hunters of 
modern times was Robt. G. Ingersoll. 
He continuously probed the questions 
of greatest vital importance to old the­
ology and his probing and thorough 
ventilating hare accomplished wonders 
towards lifting the blind of super­
stition from the eyes of the people and 
the clergy; his analytical presentation 
of the many fallacies of the Christian 
religion has completely unhorsed their 
gods, extinguished the fires of their 
hell and put tbe devil out of business. 
Col. Ingersoll was a Fraud Hunter and 
Spiritualism needs a few Ingersolls.

These dear old, or young, tearful 
souls who go osculating and blubbering 
around everything that purports to be 
a spirit loved one, without questioning 
the genuineness of the source through 
which they must come, not even caring 
—would rather tolerate a fraud than 
run the risk of spurning tbe true—are 
the very incentives to fraud; they are 
the “dead easys” that are recorded in 
every blue book of the organized gang; 
the “easy dupes” that support tbe 
charlatans. I am sorry for them, but 
above all I am sorry for Spiritualism 
and know that an organization of 
Fraud Hunters Is a greatly needed ad­
junct to the grand cause of Spiritual- 
ism. An organization of Fraud Hunters 
with truth hunting proclivities will 
save Spiritualism from the hands of 
the law and the prejudiced lawmakers.

If we expect Spiritualism to redeem 
the world we must redeem Spiritualism 
from the loathsome, pitiable, gutter of 
humbuggery into which It is rapidly 
sinking; we must have “Saviors— 
Fraud Hunters.” In Instituting this 
reform I cau, almost foretell the im­
mediate effect upon Spiritualism, but 
natural consequence plainly portrays 
the inevitable result toward permanent 
good, and placing pure Spiritualism be­
fore the world. )

I know this article will be a shock/o 
the sensitive nerves of some, t it 
often requires a shock to chan and to 
awaken, some people. The jpM Fraud

A Correction Commented on Rapidly GagtingQln Numbers 
and influence.

To the Editor:—Having read “a cor­
rection,” by the worthy president of the 
N. S. A.—Harrison D. Barrett—in re­
lation to the now existing conditions of 
our local societies throughout the coun­
try, let me say that my experience has 
taught me that a woeful ignorance of 
true Spiritualism aud its necessary 
treatment, Is the cause of the death of 
many organisations. To this I must 
add moral cowardice In the individual 
member, who acts and moves iu mortal 
terror of former friends or relatives, 
and seems horror stricken when a bold, 
fearless advocate arises to champion 
ihe cause of truth.

I know that the errors of old theology 
are interwoven into the very existence 
of many of our would-be Spiritualists, 
who cry out in agony at every blow of 
the axe wielded by the hand of him 
who would first destroy tbe rotten tim­
bers of fable, that a solid foundation 
may be erected upon which to place the 
beautiful temple of truth. We cau 
never erect structures of any value 
upon rotten foundations. And wheu 
we remember that the corner-stone of 
Christianity, as propounded by the 
church, is atonement through the blood 
of Jesus Christ; and that the founda­
tion of Spiritualism is self-atonement, 
cau we not see that one is diametrically 
opposed to the other? And yet, hell 
hath no fury like unto many would-be 
Spiritualists in denouncing what they 
in their ignorance cannot understand. 
A plain mathematical proposition, void 
of all clap-trap, propounded in their 
hearing, aud in their interest, is of no 
moment as long as dear Jesus and the 
Virgin Mother are repudiated as ac­
cepted by theology. And when a so­
ciety will meet in ignorant bliss of rhe 
first principle of common sense—open­
ing their meeting with an old orthodox 
hymn, and closing with the iron-clad 
doxology—throwing in a sandwich of 
fable from the Tower of Babel, Lot’s 
wife and the legendary pillar of salt, 
the awful destruction of Sodom, and 
tbe anger of a personal Jewish mon­
strosity, we no longer wonder “What’s 
the matter with Spiritualism?”

I would rather go right into tbe in­
telligent ranks of simon pure Infidelity 
aud Atheism, with the truths of Spirit­
ualism, where argument finds a field to 
work in, and common sense renders the 
verdict in accordance to facts, than 
lecture to the greater portion of our 
local societies of the present day; and 
my experience has been that one con­
vert to Spiritualism from tbe ranks of 
infidelity is worth more than three from 
the church, and lam sure the facts in 
the case will bear me out. My own 
services- as a lecturer have been re­
jected by various societies simply be­
cause I have courage enough to tell the 
whole truth, and dare ventilate the 
awful blasphemy to be found in the 
Christian’s Bible.

If Spiritualism, as I understand it, is 
true, then is it worth more than any 
one Individual bas paid for it up to the 
present time; and when we see men and 
women—disgruntled Christians in the 
main—who visit a Spiritual meeting 
and claim affiliation with the same, 
throw one cent into the plate when 
passed, we come to the conclusion that 
they either believe the cult a fraud, or 
have no knowledge themselves of what 
Spiritualism teaches. And these peo­
ple, as a general rule, are the ones who 
are the most loud-mouthed In their de­
nunciation of every idea that differs 
from their own, and who have no room 
in tbeir heads for one more thought, 
provided it should displace precon­
ceived absurdities that were born with 
them, and will die with them, to be re­
surrected iu spirit life, where, sur­
rounded by Balaam’s ass, Abraham’s 
ram, Daniel’s lions, the talking serpent, 
and Jonah’s whale—they may walk tbe 
golden streets of the New Jerusalem, 
and forever toot on a horn, fore­
ordained from all eternity for their 
especial benefit; and these people call 
themselves Spiritualists. Bah’ It is 
enough to make a wooden Indian blush 
with shame. ’

To these—our would-be dictators of a 
new creed, in which Reverend aud 
worn-out formula predominate, I would 
say: Go .back into the churches—they 
need you; you are not wanted in our 
ranks. It requires a bold, fearless ad­
vocate of truth to be a true Spiritualist, 
one who will “stick,” and one who is 
honest enough to uphpld the philosophy 
he claims to believe in. You are doing, 
and have done tbe cause more harm 
than all other conditions put together. 
Aud wheu you feel disposed to find 
fault with tlie lecturer, one who has In­
vestigated thoroughly every form of 
phenomena known to Spiritualism, 
through years of studyand expenditure 
of means, please do so in accordance 
with your money value represented in 
the society with which you are allowed 
through courtesy to meet; as consis­
tency is a jewel, and “the truth shall

PREVENTS
BLINDNESS

RESTORES
EYESIGHT

Is Spiritualism)‘advancing, or reced­
ing? The answer depends ou the un­
derstanding of Id-hat । profit or loss to 
that cause consists; From the very be­
ginning would-be1 leaders have attempt­
ed to force the factsf^nd philosophy 
into the old religious harness, and 
make them pulldu nondescript go-cart, 
in which the devotees^were to Tide to 
popularity us another!: religious sect. 
For years the believed<were iu hot dis­
pute because th&e leaders were deter­
mind to label the ^reat movement 
“Christian!" The church superstition, 
the concrete heredity of ages of reiter­
ation, lingers, and although the name 
is dropped, there is yet hope there will 
grow up a great consolidated organiza­
tions, with local associations, with set­
tled pastors and Sunday-schools, all 
“respectable,” high-toned, churchish, 
with a creed of “Resolutions," with 
prayers and invocations, benedictions, 
rituals for marriage and death, und 
even infant christening!

And now, forsooth, because the 
great body of Spiritualists do not fail 
In line, they are lustily crying out that 
Spiritualism is rapidly declining and 
can be saved only by following tbeir 
lead. And this is not the worst of it. 
The outside worid takes them at their 
word, and echoes the cry which fills 
their hearts with rejoicing. The press 
eagerly heralds the news, from the lit­
tle gossipy Rubeville Tattler to the 
Metropolitan journal: “The leaders of 
Spiritualism confess It is dying!" z

Never was a greater blunder made 
than putting weapons in the hands of 
the enemy. What opinion would be 
formed of the editors of church organs 
who filled their papers with the loss in 
the churches they represented, the de­
reliction of ministers aud peccadillos of 
laymen? Would it not be that they 
were enemies in disguise aud more 
harmful than a thousand of the foe? 
During the Beecher trial was there a 
church newspaper that gave a full re­
port or auy report not favorable? Do 
these journals ever mention the con­
stantly occurring crimes of the preach­
ers? Do they herald the falling away 
of their membership? On the contrary, 
editors and publishers have an assur­
ance that such a course would destroy 
the esprit de corps which Is essentia! to 
success, bring to the -front all that 
makes for the benefit of the church, 
and the harmful pass In silence.

But many Spiritualists have neglect­
ed thia lesson und in their anxiety to 
have the cause unimpeachable, have 
given so much attention to “frauds” 
that they have made the impression 
that there is nothing true to advocate. 
There are examples of great journals 
taklpg this coursftito find It swiftly led 
to bankruptcy. Not that a single sub-

There li no need to go blind or wear spectacle!. Ko need to drug or have knife used on ere# no matter' 
the form of Dheaso you have, when you can obtain an ‘/Actina?’ It cure# by absorption—Cataracts. 

FtcryglamB, etc. Head our * ’' After three years the secret of Anna 
Kotbe, the flower medium who has kept 
Germany in a constant state of excite­
ment by ber astonishing performances, 
lias been revealed. Her name of 
“flower medium” was given to her be­
cause one of her favorite tricks con­
sisted In producing’ flowers, blossoms, 
und other things, which she seemed to 
take out of the air and which she 
asserted were handed to ber by spirits.

Anna Rothe, under the clever man­
agement of ber impresario, has trav­
eled all through Germany aud has 
given performances in every large city 
of that country. Not only the Spirit­
ualists and those with a leaning to oc­
cultism flocked to her seances, but even 
freethinkers and skeptics, among them 
quite a number of scientists. All were 
puzzled by the astonishing perform­
ances of the “flower medium," aud 
while the believers became ecstatic 
over the supposed supernatural powers 
of the medium and sang her praise in 
mostk extravagant terms, the non­
believers, though by no means con­
vinced of the genuineness of the mani­
festations, were at a loss to explain 
how the tricks were done.

Thus Anna Rothe’s reputation stead­
ily increased until it spread far beyond 
the territory of her fatherland. Every­
body talked about her wonderful mani­
festations, the newspapers discussed 
her performances, the Spiritualistic 
magazines published poems aud letters 
which, according to her statements, had 
been communicated to her by spirits.

.How great the sensation was which 
that woman caused may be inferred 
from the fact that Dr. Erich Bohn, a 
prominent German jurist aud student 
of criminology, devoted two years Gf 
his life to the task of carefully watch­
ing and investigating the acts and per­
formances of Mrs. Rothe, with the sole 
object of discovering how the tricks 
were done and of publicly exposing 
them in their true light For a long 
time Dr. Bohn was just as much mys­
tified as the rest of tbe people, until 
chance came to bls assistance and en­
abled him to discover the flower store 
where had been bought the flowers 
which Mrs. Rothe apparently took out 
of tbe air and distributed among the 
spectators as gifts of the spirits which 
had obeyed her sumqiomi. For two 
long years Dr. Bohn followed Mrs. 
Rothe on her travels and attended her 
seances, and finally, after be had col­
lected sufficient material aud proofs, he 
published the result of his Investigation 
In book form under tbe title, “Tbe 
Rothe Case; A Criminal Psychological 
Investigation."

Mrs. Anna Rothe, whose maiden 
name was Zahl, is about fifty years old 
and the wife of a boilermaker in Chem­
nitz, Saxony. How she drifted into the 
business of a professional medium Is 
not known, but she began first to at- 
tract attention about three years ago. 
Her seances, which soon attracted large 
crowds of Spiritualists and curious noa- 
beiiovera, were made remarkable by 
the fact that Mrs. Rothe apparently 
took flowers and blossoms out of the 
air. She pretended they had been 
banded to ber by spirits and distributed 
these realistic tokens of spiritdom 
among those attending her seances. 
But not only flowers and blossoms were 
thus produced by her In a most mys­
terious manner, but little hearts of 
glass, tiny Christ figures, religious 
booklets, and even small figures of 
animals made of papier mache and 
filled with sweets.

After long and careful observation 
Dr. Bohn discovered that Mrs. Rothe 
was nothing but a fairly clever pres- 
tidigitateur. She has the flowers and 
twigs with blossoms and all the small 

. things which she expected to produce 

. as gifts of the spirits hidden in tho 
folds of her dress and produced them 
like any other sleight-of-hand per­
former when tbe suitable time had ar­
rived.

Dr. Bohn discovered the place in 
Hamburg where the flowers for her se­
ance had L*en purchased. On some of 
tbe little gifts which the spirits bad 

. brought the little tags were still at­
tached, which bore the name of the 
firm from whose establishment they 
had come. It is a singular coincidence 
that a daughter of Mrs. Rothe was em­
ployed in the store from which the 
spirits had obtained the gifts.

According to Dr. Bohn’s statement 
the spirit manifestations produced by 
Mrs. Rothe were exceedingly clumsy 
frauds. During one of the seances Dr. 
Bohn took a flash-light photograph of 
the spirit. It proved to be a dummy 
made out of a rolled quilt and wound 
with some flimsy white material. Mrs. 
Rothe herself pushed me dummy 
through a slit in the black curtain with 
her left hand.

As to the slate writings Dr. Bohn 
found that it was done by too medium 
while her hands were under the table. 
The writing was invariably the same, 
a poor hand showing the unpracticed 
■writer. The writing consisted of but 
a few words and was entirely non- 
committal.

During her trances Mrs. Rothe has 
frequently uttered little poems which, 
she pretended, had been communicated 
to her by the spirits of famous dead, 
like the poets Flemming and Neumark, 
the religious reformers Luther and 
Zwingli, and even royal spirits like 
those of Ludwig of Bavaria nnd Em- 

‘ peror Frederick ILL Dr. Bohn discov­
ered that some of the little verses were 
bodily token from old church hymn* 
while the original source of others 
could not be discovered by him. The 
rhymes are so childish and even silly 
that it seems absurd to attribute them 
to any educated and refined person or 
spirit—Chicago Tribune, June 2, 1901.

Here we have a “medium" in Ger­
many recklessly deceiving the people 
right along, and not exposed until she 
had carried on her alleged spirit mani­

festations for over two years. These 
sleight-of-hand Spiritualistic perform­
ers In this country and Europe, who 
have been repeatedly exposed, while 
they have done a vast amount of harm 
to our cause, they have also generated. 
I am glad to say, a healthy doubt and 
skepticism on the part of the people, 
hence the Fraud Hunter has really be­
come the Savior of Spiritualism, and 
should be highly honored and respected. 
The well meaning goody-goodies who 
don’t want the word “fraud” mentioned

■in connection with Spiritualism, who 
would rejoice if they could kill the 
National Association and banish ill 
those who are looking for fraud to 
some inhospitable shore, are -the worst 
enemies. Spiritualism, has had' to con­
tend with. They reverse the rules of 
common sense, and are an actual men­
ace to honesty and morality. • •

Supposing the Fraud Hunter should 
be banished from our government, how 
soon oar land would be overrun with 
counterfeiters. Through tbe constant, 
uhttring vigilance of detectives—the 

. fenulfie Fraud • Hunters — counterfeit
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be light” open this earth, there

The most wonderful and interesting 
magazine published in the world on 
the Mysteries of Life and Occult
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ness to send for one of my largo-sized 
16-ounca bottles FREE. DR. F. E. 
GRANT, Dept 33, Kansas City, Mo.

Huntep-te^ 
bringsLanv
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aa printed at the top of the first page, 
right hand corner. Lt this number cor­

thg crowds, and that 
wit’S the attractive­

ness of the speaker, or more correctly 
with the “tests" that were Introduced

through the “wonders,” the “startling j jflent Chicane Society ofAnthropology, 
manifestations” of the frauds Spiritual-1 Fortale at ( Is office. McetL -

Nat. Home, Grant Co., Ind.
i$$^^»$$$$$$$$$$^

C|T^ I wish every person in ■ I I l^e ^. S. suffering 
■ ■ ■ with Fits, Epilepsy

NEW YORK and LONDON ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION, 
AGENTS WANTED. Dept T„ 929 Walnut SL, Kansas City, Mo.

tanism Declining.

X^^i^S^sA

BE OF GOOD CHEER. ( new york \
Not Spiritualism, but Charla- [M^ZUIE OF MYSTERIES | 

taniam nAnlinincr I ^^^^I^IA^ni^^^t^^^^^^^^f^^^^^n^^^^nt^^^^^^i

ft.

he truthseeker And seldom

wheat. The cry of “spoiled conditions,” 
“bringing your own conditions,"^origi­
nated with the fake in tbe start! had 
bas been the cudgel that soften The 
heads of many of the most conscien­
tious people who have investigated 
Spiritualism and made them easy 
dupes. Th6 truth will grow.only as the 
false is exposed. The Fraud Hunters
detect the bad eggs, discover the bad 
meat among the good, Inspect all the 
kerosene that is received and dispensed 
at the various, ports of shipment, find 
the taxable goods being smuggled from 
one country to another. In fact they 
arc the saviors of the. world, and,what 
could • be done without them toward 
keeping even nearly in touch with the 
genuine, the pure, the unadulterated? 
Let echo ahswer. ‘ ;

: Regarding the “Decline of Spiritual­
ism,” as portrayed by the Philadelphia 
TrbsS, there need be no alarm. I(

ism has received an Inflated boom, 
fungus growth; with the subduing of 
this humbuggery will slough away the 
fungus, and leave the real tree in all 
its simplicity and purity. It may look 
a little weak and sickly, but there is 
enough of the truth to make all the old 
religious totter aud fall or adopt her 
provable truth of Immortal life and ac­
knowledge ber teachings as the genuine, 
the true religion of the world. What 
the Philadelphia Press says has irs 
weight and also its foundation in truth 
and our remedy is in purging our ranks 
of this fraud. We see it and the world 
sees It and demands protection, and if 
we do not give it other means will nat­
urally be resorted to the same as in the 
cases of food adulteration and money 
counterfeiting, nnd we need expect 
nothing else. We can more effectively 
protect our genuine mediums by sep­
arating them from the frauds, and for 
this we' need the assistance of kind, 
considerate, gentle, sympathetic Fraud

“Encyclopedia of Biblical Spiritual­
ism: or a Concordance of the Principal 
Passages of the Old and New Testa­
ment Scriptures which prove or imply 
Spiritualism; together With a brief his­
tory of the origin of many of the 
important books of the Bible.” By 
Moses Hull. The well-known talented 
and scholarly author has here embodied 
the results of hls many years’ study 
of tbe Bible in its relations to Spiritual­
ism. As iis title denotes, it is a veri­
table encyclopedia of information on 
the subject. Price $L For sale at thia 
office.

“Bight Livings By Susan H. Wixon. 
The author shows a wise practicality In 
her method of teaching the principle of 
ethics. She illustrates her subject with 
many brief narratives and anecdotes, 
which render the book more Interesting: 
and more easily comprehended. • It Is 
especially adapted for use in Children’s 
Lyceum. In the hands of mothers and 
teachers It may bo made very useful 
Young nnd old will bo benefited by It. 
Cloth $L For sale at this office. <

*MInd anfl Body: ‘Suggestions and 
Hypnotism Applied in Medicine and

matter flaunted in the, face of the 
world and given! over- tor the aid and 
comfort of the epemy. j It was having 
an angel everlastingly at tbe wasbtub 
scrubbing robes supposed to be spotless.

A thousand mediums jn home circles 
may extend a benign; Influence un­
known beyond a yarrow circle, and an 
“exposure” heralded tq the world, by 
Spiritualists nnd,spiritual journals will 
overbear their united influence. Not 
that 1 uphold fru^d, but there Is a time 
and place for all things, I would not 
impeach all bills | a circulation because 
I happened to receive1 a. counterfeit. It 
is not the way to advance a cause to de­
clare it is on the decline, that there is 
less interest felt, less attendance on 
lectures, death of societies once vigor­
ous, and general apathy. It Is the way 
to tho fulfillment of the assertion and 
to death.

Perhaps from the standpoint of these 
pessimists their conclusions are par­
tially correct, for,success with them 
has a peculiar meaning. It means a 
crowd, and ail the bustie and hustle 
which goes with a crowd. If they had 
an Ingersoll for a speaker thqy would 
attach a performing pig, a monkey 
show, to “draw a house!" It also 
means almost a church, not quite, 
speakers almost pastors, and the work 
of propaganda, and unless these are be­
fore them they see only failure.

Had Spiritualism come as the teach­
ings of one man; had A. J. Davis given 
his “Nature’s Divine Revelations,” and 
nothing came after, a cult might have 
grown up having . a “Testament” to 
which to appeal,, and express their 
faith. Hod the rappings ceased with 
the Fox family, what little was learned 
by those fortunate, to witness might 
have formed a society cohering and ag­
gressive. But the manifestations came 
to all, and continued to come, and there 
was diversity and contradictions, and 
while tbe old infallibility of authority 
was swept away, no new truth was sup­
plied. Really one new element was 
given—the continuity of life beyond the 
grave and spirit communion. There 
was no one so distinctly superior to 
lead. The fallibility of spirit communi­
cations prevented their acceptance ns 
authority, and there was no testament­
ary book as a guide.

It is true a grand philosophy and sci­
ence of future life, and ethics of the 
present, rested on the affirmation that 
man was an immortal spirit, but this 
had all to be created. On the narrow 
foundation that spirits exist and can 
communicate, the ardent devotees 
started to erect organizations as near 
like churches as they could, and for the 
same purpose, the propagation of tbeir 
belief; forgetting the most important 
fact that knowledge must be acquired 
by effort and cannot be propagated by 
the missionary. :

Starting out with this idea of propa­
gandlsm, It was C&ential that there be 
a statement of whatitfas intended to 
propagate; a platform''if “principles” 
in other words agreed1,l and this creed 
was s<Uike the church £feed as far as It 
went, that it differed rohly in wording. 
The churches, even that Catholic, be­
lieve in existence after death, the re­
turn and communion ofc spirits, and. It 
changes nothing to call God the “Great 
Infinite Mind,” a) Suprritoe Intelligence.

The societies thus (organized were 
nothing more thpn tenure clubs, and 
flourished as they] succeeded in haying
attractive speaker, ^e officers were 
of the persuasion that Spiritualism 
pure and simple Djust ^e taught, and 
frowned on every,depar|ure, forgetting 
that Spiritualism ’ qjfians universal 

?ackred success by

“to draw/’ '
The crowd came Sad went, leaving no 

permanent strength, arid, after a time 
those who carried the burden wearied 
and adjourned the society indefinitely. 
They had blundered by starting in the 
wrong direction. r

Again feeling that Something ought io 
be done for their children, either alone 
or In connection with societies, the 
Children’s Lyceum was organized in 
many places. The - plan was given 
through the great keer, A? J. Davis, 
and contains everything that can make 
a successful organization. It Is on the 
true spiritual plane, and vigorous, 
strenuous effort on the part of teachers

“Voltaire’s Romances." Translated 
from the French. With numerous Il­
lustrations. These lighter works ot the 
brilliant Frenchman, an Invincible en­
emy of the Catholic church, are worthy 
of wide reading. Wit, philosophy and 
romance are combined, with the skill of 
a master mind. Price $1.50. For sale 
At this office.

The Light of Egypt” Volumes I and 
2. An occult library in Itself, a text­
book of esoteric knowledge as taught 
by Adepts of Hermetic Philosophy. 
Price $2 per volume.. For Bale at this 
office.*RmUI UpboSdlfi^# Ifittaltog Cb-qp* 
dative System* and the Happiness and 
Ennoblement of Humanity.” By & D. 
Babbitt, LL. D., M. D. This comprises 
the lost part of Human Culture and 
Cure. Paper cover, 15 cents. For gate 
at this office.

“ManslH’s 1901 Almanac of Planetary 
Meteorology. Almanac makers’ and 
Weather Forecasters’ Guide.” By Rich­
ard Mansill. Price 25 cents. For sale 
at this office.

• "The Priest, the Woman and the Con­
fessional” This book, by the well 
known Father UMniquy, reveals the de­
grading, ^impure influences and results 
of the Romish confessional, as proved 

■by the sad experience of many wrecked 
Av* Prices by mall, $L For sale at 
£Mao0ka • - /-

•The Infidelity of Eccles las Ucls hl 
A Menace to American. Civilization.’’ 
By Prof. W. M. Lockwood, lecturer 
upon physical, physiological and pay-, 
chic science.' Demonstrator of tbe mo­
lecular or spiritual hypothesis of na-

Truth crushed to earth shall rise again, 
The eternal years of God are hers.

—Bryant.
If it were alleged that the fraudulent, 

wonder-working, spectacular charlatan­
ism which bas heretofore been so large­
ly Identified with Spiritualism is on the 
decline 1 should be willing to concede 
that tlie allegation was not only true 
but that it was a most hopeful sign and 
indication of the genuine growth of 
Spiritualism iu the very near future. 
Spiritualism, not withstanding the “ma- 
lelic influences” which surround it, bas 
within the past few years quite sub­
stantially invaded the domains of sci­
ence and religion, until even now the 
old lines of dogma and creed are 
broken aud the new light is shedding Its 
splendor in and upon both the body of 
faith and fact and the methods of the 
old schools of thought.

Although there is undoubtedly an'in­
veterate prejudice against Spiritualism 
iu some quarters, It Is also equally true 
that Spiritualists themselves are to 
blame for many of tbe evils of which 
they complain, for it has been evident 
to the close observer for some time past 
that very many Spiritualists do Dot 
really apprehend the true import of the 
phenomena of which they are the recip­
ients. We are wont to hear mentioned 
and discussed among Spiritualists of 
to-day the “wonderful" manifestation, 
or the “startling” phenomenon much 
more than we are the beauty, moral or 
philosophical import and significance 
of the truth or idea which Is revealed 
by the phenomenon or manifestation. 
That spirits materialize and dematerial­
ize in pairs or triplets, In the bright 
gaslight aud before our very eyes, is 
not the thing of surpassing importance 
and value lu Spiritualism; but that 
spirits in some fashion or other, It mat­
ters now how, convey to us knowledge 
of some fact, law or principle bearing 
upon our moral, Intellectual or social 
life, and which we may utilize for our 
betterment, Is, It seems to me, tbe 
thing which makes Spiritualism of 
value to us.

Another condition which makes it ap­
pear to the superficial observer that 
Spiritualism Is on the decline is the 
fact that as an organized movement 
Spiritualism Is not particularly success-

Science. It contains the Mysteries 
of Dreams and their meanings, 
Glorified Visions, Occult Pow­
ers, Astrology, Hypnotism, Psy­
chology, Telepathy, Psychom- 
etry, Magnetism, Soul Charm­
ing, Clairvoyance, Modern 
Spiritualism, Graphology, 
Palmistry, Unseen Powers, 
Mental Healing, etc. 82 large 
pages of solid reading matter. 
No advertisements. No free copies, 
$1.00 a year, at leading newsdealers, 
or send io cents for a sample copy 
of the great Magazine of Mys­
teries to-day. Address Thompson 
& Co., Publishers, 22 North 
William St., N. Y. City, N. Y.

The Soulful 
Magazine

A CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY.
I have been veiling Perfume* tor the past six 

inuathi, l make them myself at home and act! to 
Mead# and neighbor#. Have made #711 Everyone 
buys# buttle. For 53c worth of material, I make Per­
fume that would coat #24# lu drug store*.

I Brat made It for my own use only, but the curio# L. 
ty of friends as to where I procured such exquisite 
odors, prompted me to sell ft I clear from !2L00 to 
135.00 per week. I do not canras. people camo aud 
send to me for the perfumes. Any Intelligent person 
cau do aa well as 1 do. For 42c la stamps I win send 
you the formula for makings!! kinds of perfumes and 
a sample bottle prepaid. 1 will also help you get

responds with we figures on your wrap- 
| per. then the time you have paid for has 

fill; and too, among a large bodv of i^L^^J®0^^0^ t0 ^^ 
Spiritualists themselves there Is a ^l- ^
Ing somewhat akin to that which In- f T^
spired the ancient children of Israel lo*^ PtocywmKa ^ ^e mimbei
imagine that they were the specially •^ta Keen ^ ^
chosen people of God to whom alone the tow of mrt ^Jji^ n«niD«f OS
the “true religion" was revealed and 
for whom the “promised land" was re­
served. Of course this is an illiberal 
and selfish feeling, and not at all in 
keeping with the broad, generous and 
universal spirit of Bplrltulism, which so 
far as Its phenomena and philosophy 
both are concerned knows no sect, 
party, system or creed. For the Indi­
vidual it has the simple teaching and 
impulse: “Be true to the highest and 
best;” for the world at large: “Do 
right ” and all will be well.

Spiritualism is a truth as free, as im­
personal and joyous as the sunshine 
and the rain. It falls upon nil human­
ity alike be they black or white, In the 
churches or out of the churches, in the 
highways and the byways, in tbe gilded 
palaces of the rich and In the humble 
cottages of the poor, and he who would 
encompass it by any conventional, sec­
tional. sectarian or other artificial 
boundaries must sooner or later come to 
grief, for the basis principle of Spirit­
ualism is love—deep, everlasting hu­
man love, and this love bridging the 
chasm of death by a law as natural as 
any law of,the physical universe ever 
has and ever will claim its own though 
the heavens should pass away and the 
elements melt with frevent heat.

And why shouldn’t truth be for him 
who perceives it? There is no patent 
office iu the kingdom of truth. When 
the angels In good time said, "Let there

THE SPIRITUAL 
SIGNIFICANCE.

light. and all who had spiritual eyes 
to discern saw that light, and all with 
such eyes will see it In all ages and 
times, irrespective of race, color, sex, 
or previous condition of servitude. If 
It seems to some that this light is fad­
ing away, or does not shine with its ac­
customed luster in certain places, let 
them look to tbe earthly conditions and 
not to the spiritual Sun which forever 
shines for the world and the universe 
and without which the worid and the 
universe were dead.
Die Geistetweldt 1st nicht verschlost; 
Dcin Zinn 1st zu, dein Hertt 1st todt.

—Goethe.
(The spirit world is not locked up;
Thy mind is closed, thy heart is dead.)

Let Spiritualists be of good cheer. 
Let them do what they may, little by 
little, to clarify the atmosphere sur­
rounding both the seance room and tho 
rostrum. Taboo, ostracise, expose, dis­
grace and bring into disrepute in all 
lawful ways the fraudulent, false, pre­
sumptuous and unworthy. Make Spir­
itualism scientific, rational, reveren­
tial and moral. Banish the trickster 
nnd thimble-rigger from the seance, 
and the sciolist and ignoramus from 
the platform, so far as in their power 
lies and trust to the law of evolution 
and the sweet Influences1 from the skies 
to direct the movement aright.

The Spiritual Significance is by Lilian 
Whiting, author of "The World Beau­
tiful,” “After Her Death,” “Kate Field, 
A Record," “A Study of Elizabeth Bar­
rett Browning,” Cloth. $1.00.

Miss Whiting finds the title of her 
new book in these lines from “Aurora 
Leigh:"

"If a man could feel
Not one, but every day, feast, fast, and 

working-day,
The spiritual significance burn through 
Tbe hieroglyphic of material shows. 
Henceforward he would paint the 

globe with wings.”
The aim of this book is to reveal tbe 

curiously close correspondence between 
the developments of modern science and 
spiritual laws; to note that new forces, 
as discovered and applied in wireless 
telegraphy, are simply laws of an un­
seen realm into which humanity is rap­
idly advancing and thus gaining a new 
environment From this evolutionary 
progress, as illustrated by physical sci­
ence the author ot “The World Beauti­
ful” continues the same argument pre­
sented in those volumes In a plea that 
tbe future life is the continuation and 
development of our present life in all 
Its faculties and powers, and that the 
present may be ennobled by the con­
stant sense of the Divine Presence, and 
a truer knowledge of the nature of man 
and hls relations to God lend to a 
higher morality and Increasing happi­
ness. The book Is characterized by the 
same essential style and qualities that 
have insured for “The World Beauti­
ful" (volumes an almost world-wide 
popularity.
OTHER BOOKS BY LILIAN WHIT­

ING:
Kate Field, A Record. Price $2.
A Study of Elizabeth Barrett Brown­

ing. Price $L25.
The World Beautiful. Three Series 

Each |L
. From Dreamland Sent, and Other 
Poems, fl. These books are for sate 
at this office.

ORIGIN OF SPECIES
By means or natural selection, or the preservation ot 
• favored race lathe «tr«ggle for life. By Charles 
Darvin. Gilt top, cloth bound. This book t# tbe 
grandest achievement of modern scientific thought 
•nd research. It baa pawed through many editions 
tn English, has been translated into alsMUt alt the 
languages of Europe, and bu been tbe subject of 
more reviews, pmphlttt wd separate book# than any 
other volume of the are. Mort of the great iciehUiu 
of tbe are fully support hls position. Iba thought of 
tbit book hu become a part of tbe common inherit* 
•nee of tho race. For sale st thlioac*. Price 73 cts.

ture. Scholarly,. masterly, trenchant. Bom A Oecfcr. KxeeUMt ter mQ gitm ttiptrautmaiir by Mm. lUriaM. tint PrUt 
Price 25 cents. For sale at this office. family. Cloth, $1.50 and & --j is cenu. For »tc at tw# omce



GAUSE OF DECAY.
Hindrances and Special Ob 

stades.

Considering Spiritualism as a move­
ment silently aud inylslbly working for 
the spiritualization of humanity, bring­
ing to bereaved and mourning hearts 
consolation in the hope or knowledge 
of continued life and continued love, 
carrying to the doubting the assurance 
that physical death does not end con­
scious life, lifting men’s hearts and de­
sires above the sordid material things 
of earthly existence, imparting to them 
zeal and energy for the attainment of 
higher objects, spreading among them 
the realization of true altruism by 
teaching that all are one in the bosom 
of the Eternal, Spiritualism knows no 
decay. It is living, throbbing, working 
in millions of human 'breasts and mil­
lions of human lives are benefited 
thereby.

Considering Spiritualism as a move­
ment externally, anti publicly working, 
by associated effort endeavoring to 
spread abroad the evidences of con­
tinued life, to carry the hope of Im­
mortality to those who have It not, to 
add to the number of its public profes­
sors, to take a stand-in the world as a 
teaching body with great truths to 
teach, Spiritualism is decaying, hasten­
ing, unless the decay be checked, to 
dissolution.

Not because it has outlived its useful­
ness. . It is needed now as it ever was. 
Not because it is advanced in age and 
must give place to other and younger 
systems better adapted to the needs of 
the hour. It is yet an infant in years. 
It has not even fairly commenced its 
life’s work. It is decaying because it 
has absorbed the germ of a corrupting 
disease which has been allowed to re­
main, has been nourished and nurtured 
until it has covered the body with pes­
tering sores which have sapped its vi­
tality and rendered many spots upon its 
surface painful, even loathsome to 
behold.

This may be thought strong language. 
No language is strong enough to ex­
press the truth of the matter. It will 
be called pessimistic. It is not pessim­
ism to view conditions as they are. 
Diseases cannot be cured by denying 
their existence or refusing to look at 
the diseased spots. They can be cured 
by asserting the power of health with­
in to overcome them and by exercising 
the potency of the will to expel them.

We have placed before us a curious 
object lesson. We cannot fail to see it 
if we open our eyes to see. Spiritual­
ism, true spiritual philosophy is spirit­
ualizing almost every movement, every 
school of thought op earth, giving to 
each, according to the ability aud wil­
lingness of each to receive, a measure 
of life, vitality, power and consequent 
utility. Spiritualists, those who claim 
for themselves the special title, stand 
almost alone in refusing to be spiritual­
ized and are more materialistic than 
those who pride themselves upon being 
materialists. More materialistic—for 
while materialists are content with the 
material conditions of one life, some­
times considering that to be more than 
enough, the so-called Spiritualist 
usually seeks to carry his material con­
ditions into the beyond and, worse still, 
to fetter and bind to these conditions 
those already there. Worst of all, we 
have much reason to believe that in 
both these lines of work he meets with 
terrible success.

This is the most rotten, the most in­
fectious, the most death-breeding ulcer 
on the Spiritualistic body. It seems 
also to be that which most of its physi­
cians and would-be physicians drend 
to touch. It has eaten so deeply into 
the system, it has so penetrated into 
the very marrow of the bones, that to 
attempt to remove it is like tearing out 
the life from the body. Yet only by its 
removal can the body live.

It is not fraud that is our worst ene­
my, although bad enough. Fraud can 
only inflict an external wound. In a 
healthy system such wounds soon heal. 
It Is not attack by open foes upon the 
truths we represent Truth always 
prevails. It is not financial weakness. 
There would be financial strength if the 
many In our ranks were willing to 
make the same sacrifices that the few 
are making. That they do not is owing 
to the corrupting disease which has 
gained a hold over their spiritual na­
tures. They seek communion with the 
departed for selfish, personal, earthly 
ends. They have no desire for spiritual 
advancement. They want business 
advice.

It is not to be denied that occasion­
ally, unsought by us, we may receive 
from some who have passed on im­
pressions concerning certain Important 
matters connected with our material 
interests. We may be, sometimes are, 
warned against "certain courses of ac­
tion which might involve us in serious 
loss or trouble. Here this kind of spir­
itual influence legitimately ends. We 
have our own battles to fight, our own 
work to do. Herein Ues our develop­
ment and no wise spirit, in our out of 
a physical body, will wish to deprive us 
of it. The attempt to throw our own 
responsibilities upon the shoulders of 
another must lead, sooner or later, to a 
disaster which will teach us more 
sense. It may require many hard les­
sons, but we must learn at last. To 
mind our own business and leave other 
people's business for them to mind, is 
the teaching of every earth life. The 
less regard we pay to the advice of 
those who have not yet learned it, the 
better for us and for them.

Business advice given in circles or 
sittings Is usually worthless in itself 
and disastrous In its effects. Given 
from the platform to Individuals at a 
public meeting it is disgusting and re- 
pellant to all who have a grain of spir­
ituality or any sense of the fitness of 
things. Whether the advice be a gen­
uine spirit message or not is of no great 
Importance. Except for the absence of 
intentional deception by the medium 
the more genuine the worse. It is more 
probable that the medium, man or 
woman, in a state of. normal intelli­
gence, would guess rightly, than that 
an earth-bound, chattering, meddle­
some control would offer good counsel.

“The only hope for the life of the Spir­
itualist movement Is that it be usedTor 
spiritual purposes. There are spiritual 
meh and women In it. Some local so­
cieties are doing spiritual work. Those 
which are not are in a state of decline. 
They may have a hectic flush upon the 
cheek, but the life of the spirit Is de­
parting.

If we would enlighten tbe world we 
must, at all costs, cease pandering to 
those who love the darkness of self- 
Interest. If we would be messengers 
of Eternal Truth we must not put on 
the livery of heaven to serve the devil. 
These who seek communion with the 
Invisible for personal selfish ends will 
always find willing Instruments for the 
purpose. Let them go their ways, but 
do not call them Spiritualists, or their 
i*odiums mouthpieces of the angels. 
They .are sores covering the body of 
Spiritualism. Let the body refuse to 
recognize them as parts of Itself and 
they will drop off like scabs, carrying 
their poison elsewhere as they find 
their likes to attract them... > 
Olr-wlHo, R. I._ J. J. BOWTELL.

••Astral Worship.” By J. H. Hill. M. 
. For sale at this office. Price,

FRAUD IN EVERYTHING.
Outcry Against Fraud More 

Harmful than Fraud,
To the Editor;—Yours, enclosing an 

article from the Philadelphia Press 
with a request to state views upon it 
for a symposium in The Progressive 
Thinker has been under consideration 
for some days, and unless you print 
this explanation as to why the task is 
one to be avoided, it may be all that 
will be written.

You know from personal interviews 
the opinions held as to this whole 
“fraud” question—that more harm ■ is 
done by. the incessant outcry about it 
from press and platform than from the 
actual thing itself. This hue aud cry 
has demoralized the rank and tile, and 
the enemies of Spiritualism furnished 
food for just such bigoted attacks as 
that of the Press. It is in no way 
agreeable to criticise the president of 
the N. S. A., but as he has been taken 
as the witness on which the malignant 
article of the Press is based, it cannot 
well be avoided. And candor requires 
the-statement of the opinion that tjie 
president aud a few who seem to echo 
him have done more injury to the 
progress and good fellowship of Spirit­
ualism in the popular mind than all tjie 
“frauds” of which complaint is made 
put together.

There is fraud in everything—from 
your grocer to the doctor and priest- 
even to civil procedure, jury trial and 
elections. So organic Is the thing that 
as long ago as 1078—more than' two 
hundred years—the “Statute o.f Frauds” 
was enacted In England, and which is 
part of our ’jurisprudence to-day. It 
would be strange indeed was anything 
among men which offered a chance to 
get money that would not find crooked 
practices employed.

This Press screed is but one sample 
of a constant flow of popular prejudice 
and obloquy—yet why should Spiritual­
ists fret over it any more than the oth­
er “humbugs” enumerated—Christian 
Science, Theosophy, etc.,

Then, too, there Is a cowardice about 
these fraud shrlekers that of itself 
should advertise them. If there are so 
many and so notorious why not tell us 
who they are and denounce them by 
name and put the public on their 
guard. One solitary instance of this 
needed courage stands out—that where 
Will C. Hodge -squelched a party for­
ever.

The fact is, that there is not one­
tenth the fraud mediums these croakers 
would have us believe. The writer has 
known some in his experience, but they 
were short lived and soon disappeared 
—seldom as a rule getting beyond the 
place of origin. The Spiritualist who 
cannot detect a fraud ought to have a 
guardian. No one is fit to discuss the 
question who is not a well posted stu­
dent of phenomena—and there are few 
who talk so much about it who dare. A 
brief conversation with them will dis­
close that fact.

People who insist so much on “scien­
tific” and “respectable” Spiritualism 
and mediums, forget the fact that me­
diums are born among savages, barba­
rians, ignorant, illiterate, as well as 
civilized, educated and refined people. 
Socrates was a medium, so Is the Af­
rican voodoo and the Indian medicine 
man. Indians know there is “good 
medicine” and “bad medicine,” and 
why not we be as near to nature as 
they are? For the very reason that me­
diumship is a natural born condition is 
why all attempts to make a religion or 
a cult out of it has and will fall—and 
no attempt to brand as fraud that 
which doesn’t please us will ever suc­
ceed.

There are masses of people to whom 
physical mediumship is alone compre­
hensible, and It will be so forever—be­
cause they are born that way. Again 
there are people to whom such phe­
nomena are not agreeable. They pre­
fer the platform and the literature of 
Spiritualism. And so It will be. To ig-. 
nore the one and exploit the other will 
not change the situation. The effort 
ought to be to explain the phases of 
mediumship and educate the public to 
discriminate and understand. It Is not 
all the minds that can grasp tbe condi­
tions of a spirit manifestation—physical 
or mental.

For example: The writer while at a 
camp-meeting, attended a materializ­
ing circle by one of the best known me­
diums for that phase, whose character 
is held in high esteem for honesty and 
Integrity. He witnessed all the mani­
festations, and after the close walked 
to his hotel among the others who had 
been present. Immediately In front of 
him a gentleman was enthusiastically 
extolling the wonderful things wit­
nessed and saying nothing could have 
compensated his missing such conclu­
sive evidence of a future life. Directly 
behind the writer who was walking 
alone another gentleman expressed 
himself to this effect: “Well, that was 
the worst fake I ever saw In all my 
life.” Right there was an illustration 
of much of the fraud sentiment. Two 
Intelligent-appearing gentlemen who 
saw the same things differently—as 
they were mentally or temperamentally 
constituted. And so it will be to the 
end.

Of course, when an impostor is dis­
covered he should be exposed and tbe 
public warned. But the press should 
not be expected to lay itself open to 
an action for libel on the anonymous 
statement of a correspondent The' 
man before the writer that night would 
rush to the press to announce the won­
derful powers of the medium, while the 
man behind'would call upon the editor 
to denounce the fraud and put the 
world on its guard. The result being 
the publisher between two fires. Or, if 
he listened to the first blamed for a 
neglect of duty; if to the other, . he 
would have the friends of the medium 
like a swarm of angry hornets about 
his ears. And that is tbe average re­
sult In such cases.

Again: Who is to be the judge? Who 
is to decide what medium is correct and 
genuine and which is not? Is it the 
man in front or the man behind—as in 
the Instance referred to? If there is no 
tribune or tribunal, no authority to de­
cide, what good Is the noise about the 
impracticable?.

Take the case of the president him­
self: When he took control of the Ban­
ner he swept out every medium’s ad­
vertisement and announced that* no one 
could get back into its columns until 
after a visit to. the Banner office and a 
test of their mediumship. It was but a 
brief time till all were back—of course 
after meeting the conditions prescribed. 
Yet the list embraced all the old-timers, 
who had borne the brunt of the fraud 
cry for years—some of them, bearing It 
to-day.. And' a like fiasco will attend 
every, like attempt.' And why?

Because many people, editors as well 
as others, will not recognize what me­
diumship is—a born condition—as inde­
pendent of mental or. moral attributes 
as is sex or statute, or the color of skin, 
hair or eyes. A woman may be a me­
dium’ and a very goddess In every chat- 
'acterlstic.-A man may be a born me­
dium and a natural rascal. And these 
things being so, what are we going.,to 
do about it? Simply recognize char^ 
acterUn such cases as we do In every-?

A CLEARING UP.
Forcing Mediums into the 

Fog-Land.
The statements made by a Pblladel- 

phil paper under the headlines, “The 
Decline of Sphntuallsm,” are not to be 
wondered at, as they are but an echo of 
our own Spiritualist press.

The first point is “the humbug that is 
at the bottom of so much that is [associ­
ated with its phenomena of medium­
ship.” Here the fraud question con­
fronts us and truly it is a colossus 
which cannot be treated one-sidedly, or 
set down as tbe practice of one special 
class of people. Justice demands that 
the problem he viewed from every side 
and from every point, and analyzed as 
to the relativity of demand and supply.

We find at tlie bottom of all fraud 
practiced under the sun, the double­
faced humbug avarice and deceit, and 
as a rule it is dressed in bright colors. 
A close analysis proves that all fraud 
is relatively wrought, there is co-opera­
tion between fraudulent practitioners 
and ..their victims, which seems not to 
have been considered, but a conditional 
study reveals to us this, viz.: that any 
person or persons not active in thought 
and-desire on the force lilies of purity 
aud true principles, come, by this im­
pure thought and desire, to be classed 
and rated on those planes -where indif­
ferent and constantly shifting- currents 
of mind supplies and. exchange hold 
sway. . • '

They are then impinged upon by the 
general thought output of that kind and 
swayed by such force currents that 
bring them their ratio of supplies for 
such sent-forth desires. It is therefore, 
by this co-operative force, fraud, no 
matter in what form \ practiced, by 
gamblers In stocks or by persons call­
ing themselves mediums who, in reality 
are only traffickers on the world’s own 
commercial lines. The fraud is all of 
one piece, but all who wear tbe livery 
called spirit or spiritual, to serve this 
devil of avorice in, deserve and should 
receive the punishment such a violation 
of law and order deserves.

Spiritualists en masse, have been 
charged as having aided this fraud 
practice in their ranks. Well I am of 
the opinion that these charges are, in 
the main, unwisely preferred’.

I know some things at least, from 
experience and observation. We here, 
a number of us, banded ourselves to­
gether some thirty years ago, to learn 
all we could of spirit return and con­
trol, and not only to learn, but to live 
and teach truth for its own sake. We 
still bold forth. We have had various 
experiences and in years past were im­
posed upon a few times by persons pos­
ing as great mediums, and It was to our 
detriment; but we look back and see 
how we, in our innocence and ignor­
ance, helped them to accomplish it, in 
this wise: We were too free to tell them 
everything they wished to be Informed 
about, etc. Now this is the way the 
Spiritualists In general have aided 
frauds innocently; but for the most 
part they have learned their lessons on 
those lines and prefer to hold com­
munion by their own firesides and in 
company with only a few tried and 
true friends. This truth of spirits ex- 
carmiie communicating with those in 
forms of clay is not on the declliie, in­
stead, it ig becoming a universal knowl­
edge, fulfilling the prophecy of Jesus 
that “Tbe time cometh when all shall 
worship God in spirit and shall know 
the truth.” So it Is coming, the door is 
open, all can have direct knowledge of 
this truth and it will become the uni­
versal religion; but, as differences will 
always exist and all humanity cannot 
be in one class as learners, there will 
be different names given and necessary, 
to each branch of this one complete 
Soul Science and Universal Religion.

Tlie Philadelphia paper is laboring 
under a grave error when It makes tbe 
statement that there are no true spirit­
ual mediums. There are hundreds of 
true, purely spiritual mediums.

These, in most part, are unknown to 
the public. They make use of their sa­
cred gifts for self-improvement and aid­
ing those about them, earning their liv­
ing by any kind of honest work they 
can secure and are able to do; for it is 
only too t;ue, that a premium has been- 
put upon tbe phenomenal phases of me­
diumship, so that one who cannot .give 
tests and sittings for selfish ends, can 
get no employment to teach the pure 
truth, and it is impossible for a truly 
spiritual medium to serve on commer­
cial lines. .There is too wide a gap be­
tween those planes, which needs to be 
considered.

However, aii who are true to their 
trust on any plane of service, are of 
equal Importance as to tbelr services, 
and entitled to equal respect and sup­
port.

Many well-meaning, but only partial­
ly developed mediums, fust Into busi­
ness, which is a great detriment to 
themselves and to the cause. Here is 
where training schools for mediums are 
a necessity to properly fit those having 
these gifts, to develop them for public 
service.

I have seen clairvoyantly, that per­
sons of strong will and prejudices visit 
mediums who under ordinary circum­
stances or conditions might be able to 
receive and give true messages from 
excarnate spirits, but this element 
brought into their presence was too 
strong for them. Such persons create 
their own conditions and bold the con­
ditional balance in the presence of such 
a medium, and a stupor comes over, tbe 
latter, the eyes blur, mind gets mud­
dled, and he or she gets into the “fog­
land” of Prof. Dawbarn’s description, 
and is for that time at least, the help­
less victim of ji force that is stronger 
than her or bls invisible helpers can 
muster; then there Is failure and—Mr. 
Editor—you know the rest Now here 
is where so many Spiritualists have 
stoutly defended mediums who in their 
presence gave unmistakable spirit mes­
sages, but who were failures in the 
presence of others for reasons just ex­
plained. The people in many instances 
are the more guilty parties. They do 
not act fair, and come under many pre­
tences into the presence rof. mediums, 
creating their own conditions and forc­
ing results.’ '
. Spiritualism pure and simple Is not on 
the decline, but a separation.and.classi­
fication Is going on which Is good, for 
those who are true Spiritualists will re­
main true and all who embrace Spirit­
ualism for purely selfish ends, of course 
cannot be counted on to defend and 
support the organized movement.

Van Wert, Ohio. MRS. At.KLEIN.
»«$$$$$$$S$$$$$$$$^
thing else in life. We can’t make peo­
ple over again. . ^ < •' < -. ' -

Finally, another-practical fact: Can 
you,'Mr. Editor, or can any one else’ 
point to a “fraud”-who was anything 
but short-lived? You can’t1 put your 
Anger on one to-day that has carried 
such a recognized reputation ten 
years.- Nor can there* be counted 
ten ■who by common cohs’eht ‘Are* such

tion and progress intended us to be, one 
great fraternity of cusef ul, helpful, • lov­
ing and humane b.qlngs, a family who 

. . live to benefit and.bless the world, and
phla Press? To parody a familiar dec- rare fit.representatives and associates of 
Inration—as for us and our house it will I the angels of a higher world. : 'r 
not be done. ; ,t JAR’GIS, | Thine, ADDIE L. BALLOU.

in- the entire country.“ WHy, then, put 
this weapon in the hands 'of the* ene­
mies of Spiritualism, to Inspire such a 
bigoted attack as that of the Philadel-’

COMMEKIALISM
The Baqe ol Spiritualism.

To the Editor :-?have read with in­
terest the criticism" of the Philadelphia 
Press of May tlty 7th, 1901, on the 
Decline of ^Spiritualism, and am— 
although with a degree of mortifica­
tion—compelled tdHadmlt the Impeach­
ment to be Wfell earned. While the phe­
nomenal facts which first heralded 
Spiritualism5Ho the world jn a manner 
to Insure recognition, and when certain 
questions w^e slid king our country to 
Its foundation even to the jeopardizing 
of its future unity as a nation, in the 
continuance-’ibid, extension of slavery, 
and which swept into spirit life thou­
sands of our dearest and best, like a 
holocaust of destruction, peopling that 
otherworld prematurely by devastating 
the homes of this; when the life of tlie 
republic hung In jeopardy, in the few 
succeeding years following the conflict, 
the interests of the two worlds were 
linked as one, it is not difficult to under­
stand how tlie mutual concern of rhe 
mundane and the celestial held in raib 
port the one with the other, aud that 
communication not only was a neces­
sity but inevitable; that by the means 
of which greater disasters might be 
averted, and to modify tbe awfulness 
of the situation, and give direction and 
guidance to a more successful outcome 
of the changed conditions.

In that day there was no thought of 
it in a commercial sense; It was a reve­
lation with a holy mission and without 
price. Our teachers and leaders sought 
for wisdom and light through spirit in­
tercourse. Through intercommunion 
came the revolution of evolution and 
set the established forms of religion to 
tottering and brought science to her 
knees, ‘ '

’ There seemed a purpose of high alm 
and no thought of fraud. The character 
of those who were its investigators and 
exponents, Lincoln, Edmonds, Talmage, 
Owen, Finney, and a host of the 
brightest and most learned and influen­
tial men of the times, in two hemis­
pheres, lent dignity and guarded its in­
tegrity, and even those opposed gave it 
respect.

With Its growing prosperity came its 
danger. When its management under­
took to sustain the character of Spirit­
ualism through phenomena at the ex­
pense of its Intellectual and moral 
teachings, it was as fated as to attempt 
to maintain, the • legitimate drama 
through vaudeville^ or the dignity of 
the church through the sale of pews.

The money-cnangers entered the tem­
ple and the phenomena was placed on 
the market to the highest bidder. Con­
ditions that should be understood and 
obeyed for the highest results were ig­
nored and set aside, and the tempta- 

1 tion to produce phenomena independent 
of spirit aid whei that failed, as it 
must in its reliability, when mercenary 
take the pla^d of moral motives, and 
the inevitable results have followed. 
Cheap clap-tAj) and1 spurious imitations 
have substituted the^enuine, and many 
of our followers have been willing to 
accept without’demanding verification, 
and preferring to assume that if there 
was any simulating, the spirits did it 
and willing to, tolerate the duplicity as 
long as It could go uhexposed. Had we 
demanded honesty all along tbe line, 
refused to ^dtronlze tbe pretender, 
whether in tlm body or out, requiring 
only the truth;; though our Idols were 
broken, we would not have bad the 
waste places to deplore as now.

I have heretofore qxpressed myself In 
no mistaken terms, as to the work we 
might, have pone that Is hewing faith­
fully performed by’ Theosophists and 
others who have borrowed somewhat 
of our spiritual" thunder. Had we 
builded homes for worn-out mediums, 
schools for culture of those • qualities 
requisite to mediumship, and to make 
them intellectually acceptable to intelli­
gent minds, bad we as followers of the 
faith, filled our lives with helpfulness 
to* humanity as faithfully as w’e have 
sought the dark cabinet and attendant 
phenomena, had we endeavored with 
the same zeal we expect our dear dead 
to heed our wants, to alleviate tbe sor­
rows and distresses of mortals about 
us, visited those in prison and In a 
spirit of generosity sought to reform 
and benefit them, and done all in our 
power to aid the prevention of crime, 
established schools of instruction for 
those who must work and are unquali­
fied, and assisted them to find places 
of ^employment, sought such improve­
ment in laws governing municipalities 
and states as are calculated to'benefit 
and Improve the community, endowed 
orphan asylums and homes of refuge 
for the unfortunate, particularly of 
womankind, In a word, had we as Spir­
itualists Identified ourselves In auy re­
formatory or beneficial movement or 
even acted as a relief guard by sending 
out one nurse even to the military hos­
pitals during tbe wars we have under­
gone, there would have been a cement­
ing power to hold us together in a com­
mon cause and need, and we would 
have had a basis and purpose to work 
in common for, and no time to patron­
ize or to denounce frauds. When we 
are about the .Master’s business we 
have little time for contentions.

If we journey to another land it is for 
some purpose. If our good spirit friends 
come to ours It should be on equally 
good grounds. Not to satisfy tbe cred­
ulous or to gratify a morbid want I 
would not summon my earthly friend 
to my side except to either benefit him 
or that my need of his assistance was 
extreme; why not extend the same 
courtesy to those -beyond? Have they 
no duties requiring their time in the 
land to which they'now belong? Are 
there no associations to them there 
quite as dear and satisfactory as to be 
held in our presence at call?
' How long must we be subject to the 

complaints of those who have been de­
ceived by frauds? Here on my desk He 
testimonies from widely separate re­
gions, telling of jyrongs . endured 
through , these Receptions, and Asking 
redress? WhatlS to be done? Here a 

• trusting . hungry-hearted soul who 
craves a word,, from. spirit xvorlds 
spends a weeny'fee from her hard- 
earned wage to]; coffimune with her 
guides who Manufacture wondrous 
fabrics, each one a , thread which re­
quires a wondrously ’ long time in tbe 
loom and whicll is luminous of spirit 
light in darkness and.,so valuable that 
a small wee bit:1 sealed up In a half­
ounce bottle canyonlwpe exchanged for 
a costly piece of jewelry that the spirits 
.fancy, whereas;the due represents by 
human analysis® piece of musqulto net 
saturated by lumlnoi^ paint, tbe other 
a diamond setting. *
„ And now in closing, may I ask if we 
were, to have a higher standard of our 
faith and abide by.Jt, would not its 
prosperity be insured? Live as if we 
really felt and knew that we were sur­
rounded by pure bright and happy 
spirits of another world whose only alm 
in terrestrial visits.Is to make the world
better, ., to dispel sorrow, eradicate 
crime and misery, and to aid mankind 
to be what nature and the law of evolu­

SPIRITUALISM
Is Permeating Every Depart­

ment of Thought.
The Philadelphia Press of May 7, 

1001, in commenting upon President 
Barrett’s efforts to Infuse Into the Spir­
itualists he was addressing at their re­
cent New York meeting, a little more 
enthusiasm for the spread of their great 
truth, has taken an unfair advantage of 
the same as a basis for an editorial ou 
“The Decline of Spiritualism.”

However pessimistic in character Mr. 
Barrett’s address may have been tbe 
conclusion from It that Spiritualism Is 
dying out' Is by no means warranted by 
the facts as they exist. On the con­
trary, Spiritualism to-day is a thousand 
fold stronger than it has ever been. 
Never before in its history has it com­
manded the respect from every science 
and religion that it commands at pres­
ent. It has more silent friends, sym­
pathizers and believers in all the 
churches, Catholic, Protestant and Jew­
ish, than any other “ism” under the 
sun. Its friends both in tbe pulpit and 
pew of orthodox Christianity, if they 
would only stand up to be counted, 
would startle .the world by their num­
ber. Here and there throughout Chris­
tendom an occupant of its pulpit does 
stand up in it to be counted with us, 
and his congregation does not disturb 
him as a heretic either. Revs. Heber 
Newton, Milburn, Savage and others 
are cases in point. Rev. Dr. Thomas, 
of the People’s Church, Chicago, pub­
licly announced that he had been a 
Spiritualist.for thirty years and that he 
knew his , deceased friends still lived, 
and he still preaches at the old stand to 
a congregation, that Is not known as a 
Spiritualistic one.

Other preachers carefully feel the 
pulse of their congregations before 
taking any very radical stand as Spir­
itualists, something after the manner 
pursued recently by the Rev. George 
Lord, pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Geneva, Ohio, who, In a sermon a short 
time ago, spoke as follows:

“There is a grain of truth in this re­
ligion, if we may call it a religion. 
There .is a kind of Spiritualism In 
which all Christians believe. Spiritual­
ists emphasize the reality of the spirit 
world; in this all Christians agree with 
them. They hold also the teachings of 
the possible nearness of the spirit 
realm. This is a truth to which Chris­
tian teaching is gravitating. The Spir­
itualists claim that communion between 
tbe two realms is possible. The Chris­
tian believes this. The Bible teaches 
that such communication Is not only 
possible but that it is actual.

“There are many Instances In the 
divine record where messages are rep­
resented as coming from the other 
world to this. Sometimes such visitors 
were angels, other times they were per­
sons. There is a vast difference be­
tween tbe communications recorded in 
the scriptures and those reported by 
spirit mediums. In the Bible the mes­
sengers from the other world always 
came upon important missions.”

This, in my opinion, does not look 
very much like the decline of Spiritual­
ism even among its opponents or sup­
posed-to-be opponents. The only trouble 
is that our truth Is getting away from 
us as a distinctive sect supposed to 
have full control of or a corner on it, 
and Is permeating every department of 
thought, moral scientific and religious. 
Our truth Is being absorbed and appro­
priated so generally by Christendom 
and the world that as a cult we do not 
feel- .the effects thereof. As tbe sun­
flower turns to tbe great solar luminary 
for light and heat, so Is the whole of 
Christendom and the entire world turn­
ing to the great central truth of Spirit­
ualism and being gladdened and re­
freshed thereby; but we as Spiritualists 
need not therefore expect that as a dis­
tinctive sect or denomination our num­
bers are going to be very materially 
Increased because it is plain that sec­
tarianism is dying. Had the Philadel­
phia Press written editorially on “The 
Decline of Sectarianism” instead of 
“The Decline of Spiritualism,” it would 
have been nearer the truth.

No, no! Spiritualism is not dead nor 
dying:—

“You think lam dead,” 
The apple tree said,

“Because I have never a leaf to show— 
Because I stoop
And my branches droop

And tbe dull mosses over me grow! 
But I’m alive in trunk and shoot;

The buds of next May 
I fold away—

But I pity tbe withered grass at my 
root”

“You think I am dead,” 
The quick grass said, 

“Because I have parted with stem and 
blade!

But under the ground 
I am safe and sound

With tbe snow’s thick blanket over me 
laid.

I’m all alive and ready to shoot 
Should the spring of the year 
Come dancing here—

But I pity the flower without branch 
or root.”

“You think I am dead,” 
A soft voice said,

“Because not a branch or root I own! 
I never have died
But close I hide

In a plumy seed that the wind has 
sown.

Patient I wait through the long winter 
hours;

You will see me again—
I shall laugh at you then, 

Out of the eyes of a hundred flowers.”
Spiritualism still exists and thrives In 

Its own peculiar way. It exists not be­
cause of the,vast amount of fraud prac­
ticed under Its banner, but in spite of 
and notwithstanding it There never 
lived a Spiritualistic medium who was 
not called a fraud by some one, and 
hence the field of mediumship has never 
been very inviting.. Many of the con­
verts to Spiritualism have been made 
through the Influence of non-profes- 
slonal mediums without any money 
consideration and In the quiet and se­
clusion of the family circle.

According'to a recent number of 
Harper’s Weekly,, page 539, “The 
American branch of the Society for 
Psychical Research (Boston) wants to 
know how "people feel about a future 
life, and to that end it Is sending out 
circulars of inquiry to be answered and 
returned. The circular says that there 
is a widespread literary tradition that 
men naturally desire a future life, and 
from that it has been argued that there 
is going to-be one. But the Psychical 

. Researchers are far from sure that the 
tradition is well founded. In. India a 
literary tradition to the contrary ob-' 
tains, and it Is assumed that men 'nat­
urally crave existence or absorption 
into the Absolute. Tbelr circular In­
quires whether you want to live after 
death; whether you want to live any­
how or conditionally; whether you 
would be satisfied with a life about like 
this; what'elements In life, if any, seem 
to you to call for its perpetuity; why 
you feel about It as you do; whether the 
question is now.a matter of urgent im­
portance to your comfort; whether your 
feelings. have , ever e changed, and 
whether you want to know for certain 
or prefer to leave It a matter of Baltin

STRANGE STATEMENT.
That Spiritualism Is De­

clining.
In a recent issue of the Philadelphia 

Press there appeared a very strange 
statement under the title, “The Decline 
of Spiritualism,” claiming that Spirit­
ualism no longer attracted the attention 
of the multitude, that the novelty has 
worn off, that one hundred per cent of 
mediumship is fraudulent; not only is 
Spiritualism on the decline, but Theos­
ophy as well, Christian Science has 
taken its place and that, also, is a hum­
bug, and it would share the same fate, 
flourish for a while, then be no more.

About once in so often we hear that 
Spiritualism Is on the decline, and a ti­
rade of abuse against the mediums, 
whom they claim are all fraudulent. 
That there Is and has been a great deal 
of fraud in our ranks no one will for a 
moment deny, and how to deal with it 
has been a question yet unsolved and 
no doubt it will remain unsolved for a 
long time, but like every other great 
subject that has confronted the people, 
it will solve Itself; bow I cannot tell. I 
do not believe it will be solved by con­
tinuously airing it before tbe public, 
but it will coine In tbe natural course of 
evolution.

Spiritualism is vastly different' from 
any other movement ever brought to 
tbe world and as a consequence It must 
of necessity pass through a great deal. 
Yet out of this there will evolve a moral 
perfect understanding of the true 
teachings of the spiritual philosophy 
and its real meaning. Like every other 
new movement it has its ebb and flow, 
sometimes it would seem as though it 
would embrace all mankind, then again 
just the reverse. Societies diminish, no 
interest in the subject awakened and 
all Is stagnation; then again it bursts 
forth with more power than ever and 
people whom you would never suspect 
have been quietly investigating and 
finally come forth as advocates of this 
great truth.

In my long experience as a speaker 
on the platform, and medium, I can 
truly say that our cause is not dying; it 
is in a good condition, better than one 
could expect when you come to consid­
er all it has to contend with, with the 
laws of many cities and states against 
the exercise of mediumship, also the 
power of the pulpit and press largely 
arrayed against it; yet it lives, and I 
am frank to confess and believe is in 
a healthier state than ever; more people 
are thinking along our line than ever, 
and are in the spirit to work for it, to 
aid It along. Nor is Theosophy passing 
away; no one can ever know the great 
number of people who are attracted to 
their line of study; they make no noise, 
rear no tempos, but like Spiritualism, 
it quietly moves along, gathering to it­
self, power and strength. I expect the 
press and pulpit to have their spasms 
once in so often, and to my mind the 
best way to deal with such onslaughts 
is the same way I feel we should deal 
with fraud in our midst—just let them 
alone and tbelr sentiments will change 
when they have enough character to 
back them up.

There is yet much in our ranks to dis­
courage and depress *but I believe if 
there is any truth in the Bible it is 
found in these words: “Many are called 
but few are chosen.”

Much tliat to-day gives us a heavy 
heart and we would have It otherwise, 
yet time, the great leveler of all things, 
will bring about a change.

Spiritualism declining? No sir! Me­
diumship a bumbug? No, sir!

Around Its great power and manifes­
tations men and women have found 
what they could not find anywhere else 
on earth, namely, man lives after the 
change called death, and communicates 
to mortals. Its great work is going on, 
and as fast as people as ready for the 
truth, In spite of opposition, in spite of 
laws, or any power raised by man, they 
will accept the truth and go on with 
the glorious work.

. G. H. BROOKS.
^'^^^^^^^

“We are very much Interested in liv­
ing in this part of the world, and ex­
tremely interested In the world we live 
in, bo that the most the Psychical Re­
search Society’s inquiry seems likely to 
accomplish is to determine tbe size of 
the minority to whom this life seems 
enough. The Idea of a separate future 
existence and individuality for all per­
sons who have ever lived on earth 
seems almost Inconceivable, even if, as 
some persons don’t, we deny immor­
tality to animals. But the universe is 
mighty big, and may be much more ac­
commodating than our minds are. At 
any rate, few of us conceive of our­
selves missing Immortality, even if the 
supply of it is not ample enough to go 
fully around.

“It seems odd that the doctrine of the 
survival of the fittest is not more gen­
erally applied to the problem of the fu­
ture life. That the fit should live on 
and the unfit not, seems very reason­
able, according both with justice and 
with mercy, and reconciling itself In 
various particulars to Holy Writ. At 
all events, the belief In a future exist­
ence seems by no means to be losing 
ground in these days. Modern science 
offers at least as much in support of It 
as otherwise, and the appetite for life 
was never keener.

“It would be interesting to learn what 
the Psychical Research Society thinks 
of the remarkable group of ghost sto­
ries which Is Included in the new Story 
of My Life; by Augustus X 0. Hare. 
Mr. Hazeltine made a full page of won­
derfully interesting reading out of them 
In the Sunday Sun of May 12.”

It will be seen from the foregoing 
that although there are no very con­
spicuous manifestations of life, Spirit­
ualism Is very much alive, and Is more 
than ever before awakening the world 
to Its truth. It matters litue whether 
the great masses will seek . to enroll 
themselves under our distinctive ban­
ner or to identify themselves with Spir­
itualism as a sectarian movement as 
long as Its truth Is finding a lodgment 
In their hearts. Let its truth spread 
everywhere first and we can be con­
tent to leave Its welfare as a sect to the 
future. In the meantime it requires or­
ganization. and devotion, zeal and 
fidelity upon the part-of those who 
know that truth to spread it

__JH:V:SWERINGEN.
“Principles of Light and Color.” - By 

E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A truly 
great work of a master mind, and one 
whom Spiritualists should delight to 
honor. The result of years of deep 
thought and patient research into Na­
ture’s finer forces are:here gathered 
and made amenable to the well-being of 
humanity. Medical men especially, and 
scientists. general readers and students 
of occult forces will find instruction of 
great value and Interest/ A large, four-: 
pound book,* strongly bound, and con­
taining beautiful Illustrative plates. 
For sale at this office. Price, postpaid^ 
K. It Is a wonderful work and m 
will be delighted with It

“The Attainment.of Womanly Beau­
ty of Form and Features. The Cultiva­
tion of Personal Beauty, Based on-Hy­
giene and Health Culture.. By .’twenty 
physicians and specialists. Edited; by. 
Albert Turner.”. Of especial Interest 
and value. For sale at this office. 
Price,.$L .

New York
Magazine of Mysteries
""' ^W^^MWIIII III i |,

The most wonderful and interesting magazine i 
la the world on the Mysteries vf Life and Occult Scl_____ 
contains the My .Urie. of Dreams MudUxelr menulngi, CUarUUl 
VLdont, Occult Fen era, Astrology, iqpuoLhm, Pathology. 
Telepathy. F.yehumclry, Maguetluu, Buul ('Laming, CUlr. 
voyanee, Modem KjdrUuaihu, Graphology, Faliul.try, VaMea 
POKsrs, Monta! Hdlug, etc. 82 Urge page, uf .olid reading 
matter. No aduTlUmeuts. No free copies. $1.00 a year. 
Send 10 cents fur a sample copy of the great Milk axle, 
of Mj.tede* to-day. Address THOMPSON A CO. i 
Publishers, 233 William Struct, Ke* Yr.k City, N. Y.

(the soulful MaaK 

Eyesight Restored 
Filling Eyesight, Cataracts or Blindness 

Cured without the use of the Knife.
Dr. W o. Coffee, the noted eye specialist ot Des 

Moines, Iowa, Las perfected a mild treatment by which 
anyone suffering from Falling 
Eyesight, C^araeU, BliuduesH 
or any disease uf tho eyes can 
cure themselves at home. K 
you aru atllicud with auy ey«» 
trouble write to Dr-Coffee and 
tell him all about it- He will 
then tell you just what he 'an 
do. He will also send you, 
FREE of Charge, his 80 
. age book, “Tho New System 
of Treating Diseases of tho 
Eye.” It is full of interesting 
and valuable information. All 

cures are permanent. Write To-Day for yourself 
or friend to
V.a COFFEE, M.0„ 812 dud Block, DES MOINES,U.

ALTRUISM.,
In Co-operation Is Our Only 

Hope.
To the Editor:—In answer to the 

question raised, “Is Spiritualism De* •* 
elining?” from the standpoint of a pub­
lic worker, I am reluctantly compelled 
to say: Yes, in some ways it is; yet in 
others it is not. Judged by the enthus­
iasm manifested a few years ago in 
public meetings, and the half-hearted 
indifference so palpably in evidence 
now In many localities, It is certainly 
declining. Judged also by the meagre •’ 
attention given to lyceum work 
throughout tbe country, I am again 
compelled to say yes. Camp-meetings, 
however, seem to hold their own pretty 
well; newspapers and periodicals of a 
spiritual nature are multiplying and 
more attention is paid to us as a body; 
by tbe secular press.

In many ways Spiritualism is gaining 
ground, yet not as a distinctive move­
ment; It’s work is of a v^ry quiet and 
unassuming character, and its Influ­
ence for good is being felt through va­
rious reformatory movements whoso 
origin might be traced back to tbe spir­
it side of life could we but clearly pen­
etrate tbe veil of materiality surround­
ing us and see the forces at work back 
of every great impulse for doing good 
to the mass of human kind.

There are many reasons for tbe lack 
of interest In public meetings. First 
antj foremost probably is the lack of 
Finance which characterizes the major­
ity of working Spiritualists. A man or 
woman who is deeply Imbued with tbe 
philosophy of Spiritualism Is not capa­
ble of practicing the tricks and decep­
tions incident to making money under 

*the system of cold-blooded competition 
which now exists. Spiritualism Is not 
in harmony with the competitive sys­
tem, but teaches us a higher system of 
Altruism. We cannot hold up tbe old- 
fashioned ideal of selfish individual sal­
vation, but the higher ideal of univer­
sal salvation from war, poverty, ignor­
ance, crime and all evils by co-operative 
endeavor. This being the case, the ma­
jority of Spiritualists who still contend „ 
for the continuation of competition, 
have no interest in the advanced Ideas 
given through the lips of many of our 
speakers.

The life of a speaker on the rostrum 
at the present day is a continual pro­
test against the competitive system. 
No speaker should be compelled to vio­
late the principle of co-operation by 
competing against other speakers for 
an engagement at camps, or local soci­
ety work. Yet speakers and mediums 
are compelled to live against their own 
convictions of right and wrong, by the 
force of circumstances. In this be­
nighted world there Is plenty of work 
for all If the work and the workers 
could be brought together. At present 
many of us are obliged to compete for 
a living, while our guides are constant­
ly advocating co-operation.

• In other respects beside this we are 
trying to “put new wine into old bot­
tles,’ and tbe consequence is disrup­
tion in the work for the reason that 
many of our people are fossilized and 
can’t stand advanced Ideas.

Co-operation between spirit teachers 
and mortal pupils is the promoter of 
mediumship, the educator of the 
masses, the open door through which 
messages from loved ones are received. 
And yet, Instead of Spiritualists co-op­
erating in society work, employing 
workers In a systematic and orderly 
way, the cause is largely kept alive 
through individual and spasmodic ef­
forts by a few self-sacrificing people. 
Mediums are continually competing for 
public and private work. This causes 
a corresponding amount of sensational 
advertising and counterfeit phenomena 
to attract attention and gain favor 
from managers of societies, etc. An­
other result of competition Is jealousy, 
back-biting, scandal without founda­
tion and general disruption.

Competition creates fraud In medium­
ship just tbe same as It does In business 
life or anywhere else. When will me­
diums, speakers and the body of people 
Interested in tbe phenomena of Spirit­
ualism learn the law of co-operation? 
When they do they will organize local 
societies, keep them in active operation, 
give mediums and speakers a fair re- . 
muneration for time and talents ex­
pended, and. workers will quit compet­
ing for favors by practicing fraud, and 
be satisfied to do legitimate work in 
their various lines of mediumship. 
When mediums can work together as 
co-operators for mutual development 
and the general advancement of truth, 
without having to face the uncertain­
ties, privations, criticisms and cold In­
difference of those who should help 
them we will witness a revival of inter­
est such as we know nothing of at the 
present time, we shall see grander and 
more convincing manifestations of 
spirit power than the world ever saw.

Competition Is tbe law of the brute 
creation, it causes brutality, war, pov­
erty and every species of human degra- ., 
dation. Co-operation enlightens the in­
tellect spiritualizes the thought and 
aspiration, and assists in the develop­
ment of the higher powers. Spiritual- . 
lets must either work along the lines 
of mutual co-operation, or become back- 
numbers and antiquated relics of an 
age of darkness and despotism. . ■ 

WILLIAM E. BONNEY. ..
. Lincoln, Neb. •: ;•••,-•

“The Bridge Between Two Woridi" ‘ 
By Abby A. Judson. This book is ded­
icated to all earnest souls who desire, 
by harmonising their physical and their 
psychical bodies with universal nature . 
and their souls with the higher intelli­
gences, to come Into closer connection 
with the purer realms of the spirit 
world. - It is written in the sweet spirit­
ual tone that characterizes all of Miss .< 
Judson’s literary works. Price, cloth,- i 
|1; paper, 75 cents. For sale at tbli
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CAUSES AND REMEDY.
Ihe Apparent Decline of Spirit 

ualism.

NOT DECLINIHG.
The Press’. Statement Not War­

ranted by Facts,

The Philadelphia Press, commenting 
Upon the recent speeches of President 
{Barrett and others, made at a meeting 
Jn New York, assumes a serious decline 
du.SplrituuliHiu and gives some reasons 

^hevefor. The Springfield Republican 
refers to the same speeches and draws 

j- the same conclusion of a great decline.
•Now,, though compelled to admit the 
decline assumed, we are not prepared to 
admit the extent, or the reasons as- 
^igucd as set forth Un the Press. And 
the purpose of this article is to correct 
those mistakes and point out the real 
reasons, and also suggest the true, the 
only remedy. One reason alleged for 
the decline is tlie practice of fraud on 
the part of mediums. The prevalence 
of fraud is regretfully admitted. But 
the honest thinker is compelled to ad­
mit that fraud is no more prevalent 
amongst Spiritualists than is the case 
tWhh the churches, which are complain­
ing of the same kind of decline as we 
are. The people do not attend their 
public services. . .
’ The Press completely misstates the 
facts. In effect, It puts the whole of 
the manifestations in the category of 
fraud, which Is a base slander of the 
mediums, as every intelligent investi­
gator well knows. But fraud is no new 
thing. We had much *of it in the early 
days, forty to fifty years ago, but it did 
not cause a “decline.”
. It seems to entirely escape the atten­
tion of many that a large per cent of 
the frauds is purely innocent on tbe 
part of the perpetrators. They are not 
intending tricksters, but ignorant, pos­
sessors of clairvoyant, psychometric 
and telepathic capacity, aud are unable 
to distinguish between the perceptions 
of their own subconscious powers aud 
the inspiration of spirit persons. Their 
hearers are mostly as ignorant as 
themselves, and hence, it is no wonder 
that there Is such a vast mass of decep­
tion. The experiences, ecstasies and 
visions of the religious world all belong 
in the same category. Tue forces and 
conditions connected with all the 
church and Spiritistic phenomena are 
the same as those Involved in the occult 
phenomena of hypnotism. And until 
they are more thoroughly understood 
there will be confusion aud much of in­
nocent fraud. But the fraud of the 
Salvation Army does not cause it to de­
cline. The same is true of the mon­
strous fraud of Mormonism. But the 
Press writer is enveloped In this same 
fog of ignorant error, aud hence, in­
dulges in false aud random assertions 
about the frauds of Spiritualism. He 
thus becomes himself a fraud by put­
ting us in a false position.

; His second reason is, the lack of “va­
riety” in the spirit manifestations. Peo­
ple have become satiated with their 
sameness. This is not true with mul­
titudes, wbo are just as eager to see 
tho show part as they were forty 
years ago. And the camp-meetings, 
where the show part Is predominant, 
are attended by thousands. But it is 
not true that there is a tiresome same­
ness to the manifestations. From the 
very outset, there has been continual 
variation in the modes of the phenom­
ena. I do not know how many ways 
there are of spirit communication, but I 
am sure there are more than twenty. 
'And most mediums have several phases 
of mediumship. Spirit mediumship is 
far from being a stereotyped formalism 
like that of the church.

The Press writer brings lu Christian 
Science as another active cause, of bur 
decline. But this cult Is far more for­
mal than we are, and lacks the curios­
ity-inspiring influence of the phenom­
ena. Moreover, Christian Science does 
not draw appreciably from our mem­
bers. It makes its inroads mostly into 
the orthodox churches, and Is one of tbe 
most deadly enemies of Spiritualism.

The Press quotes President Barrett 
fis saying that Spiritualists “have spent 
too much time In chasing phantoms and 
have not done enough concrete work.” 
This hits the nail square ou tbe head.

It gives the real reason for the admit­
ted decline. But the Press utterly falls 
to see what thia “concrete work” is 
.which tbe Spiritualists have so sadly 
neglected, which neglect threatens the 
very existence of the cult as a social 
movement

The editor of The Progressive Think­
er truly says that “Spiritualism, pure 
and undefiled, represents the grandest 
truth on earth to-day.” Because Spir­
itualism Is a universal nnd not a mere 
specialty. It Is not a variant Interpre­
tation of an old theory or phllosopny, 
nor a new phase of an old religion. It 
Is no mere reform, or method of im­
proving a defective religion or an Im­
perfect philosophy. It is a revelation! 
It makes known something new. That 
new something Is the fact that all psy­
chic or spirit phenomena nre purely 
natural—the product of natural ener­
gies used by natural beings; hence, 
there have never been any miraculous 
phenomena in tbe past The annihila­
tion of supernatural ism enthrones Sci­
ence as the Supreme authority, and the 
scientific method as the only one by 
which truth can be discovered or false­
hood exposed. Spiritualism Is, there­
fore. scientific. Its advent was by 
means of phenomena produced by tbe 
use of the most occult energies of or­
ganic life. They are nt|cmal in na­
ture, but are in their highest evolutional 
form in the human organization. 
Stating this great revelation in another 
form we shall have this formula, Spirit­
ualism is the Science of life.

But, taking this universal life princi- 
. pie, and tracing It through all its rami- 
cations, relations and workings, we 
shall be compelled to submit tbe fur­
ther formula that Spiritualism is the 
philosophy of life. It covers the entire 
field of human powers, susceptibilities 
and possibilities, because life includes 
them all. The inevitable deduction is, 
that “Spiritualism, pure and undefiled” 
is a reconstruction, and every genuine 
Spiritualist must, of necessity repadf­
ate our present religious, government­
al aud social systems, as they are all 
built on the utter falsehood of super- 
naturalism.-

Tim reason for tbe decline of the 
Spiritualistic movement is now appar­
ent. The Press Bays, “tbe fact is, 
Spiritualism no ' longer attracts that 
large class of people who love mystic 
and mysterious beliefs.” “The fact :s” 
that Is precisely the class that Spirit­
ualist meetings do attract, instead of 

■ the earnest, thinking class who rushed 
to our meetings forty to fifty years ago. 
Learning and talent have been dis­
counted, nnd a premium placed upon ig­
norance nnd incapacity by the Spirit­
ualists, with tbe natural result that 
thousands have turned away Iff disgust, 
deserting their societies entirely. Spir­
itualism, at its advent, proclaimed the 
reconstruction of society; the abroga­
tion of the barbarous system of crimp 
nnl law; the overthrow of the popular 
religion./Some enthusiastic mediums 
declared-that,'in a few years,5church 
edifices Would be cdiivortcd Into schools 
of learning nnd lecture rooms for Spir­
itualist speaking. The intelligent, free- 
thinking people'rushed to our meetings 

u and were converted. • Our Cause then 
flourished, though’no mediumlstlc test 
shows were seen on the platform. 

^Tliere whs a lack of formal organfea- 
I tion, but* instead a spontaneous unity

The Philadelphia Press hits wide of 
the mark. That “Spiritualism has lost 
all its novelty, and In so doing has lost 
all its attractiveness” is a statement 
not warranted by facts. It Is a dubious 
compliment to Prof. Crookes, Allred 
Russel Wallace, Prof. Oliver Lodge, 
aud hundreds of similar mentality, and 
tbe hundreds that have passed on, like 
Prof. Wm. Denton, Hqre, Mapes, Brit­
tan, Coues, Sargent, Zollner, Buchanan, 
Kiddle, et al, to accuse them with hav­
ing no higher motive for the painstak­
ing study of Spiritualism which occu­
pied some of their best years, than to 
gratify a love for novelty! If all the at­
tractiveness in Spiritualism is iu its 
novelty, then hundreds of thousands of 
the world’s best thinkers are mere chil­
dren chasing butterflies for the amuse­
ment and novelty it affords!

But the following that is character­
istic of public meetings to day, is 
notably of the class tliat find “attract­
iveness” In platform tests, while the in­
tellectual department has as. much nov­
elty as it ever had; and as much at­
tractiveness for thinkers, who were 
conspicuously present at our meetings 
thirty years ago. Why are they not 
with us now? Not because scholarly 
and scientific lectures, and vigorous dis­
cussions of the great problems of life 
here and hereafter have lost their at­
tractiveness or ceased to be a novelty; 
but because other cults are furnishing 
this kind of mental pabulum—dealing 
out from the pulpit exactly the ideas 
that were freely and vigorously pre­
sented from the Spiritual platform 30 
and 40 years ago, and tens of thousands 
of thinking Spiritualists are patronizing 
these pulpit echoes, aud seldom or 
never appear at a spiritual meeting.

But why should they not go to the 
Spiritualist halls to get their mental 
supplies? Because they are not provid­
ed In any regular supply by spiritual so­
cieties..., It is not because people have 
lost faith tn the facts, or interest in the 
great reality of spirit communion, that 
our public lectures are not sustained. 
If it were, why should halls be filled 
when a good test medium is announced, 
and decimated when the medium is ab­
sent?

The cry of fraud has not seriously di­
minished the following of first-class 
test mediums. But the frequent em­
ployment, by societies, of half-devM- 
oped mediums, and third or fourth-rate 
speakers, to represent Spiritualism, 
has done much to demoralize the work, 
and turn intelligent people away In dis­
gust. This practice has been constant­
ly lowering the standard of our repre­
sentative gatherings, and placing Spir­
itualism below par in the minds of cul­
tured people who judge the system by 
Us public expression.

The constant repetition of exagger­
ated charges of fraud Is an efil which 
acts by suggestion not only to cause 
weird Imaginings in the public mind, 
but actually induce fraud where there 
was none. Hence the Press asserts 
that “there can be no question of the 
enormous percentage of fraud iu me- 
diumsbip,” and finally concludes “It Is 
doubtful if there be the one white crow, 
the one genuine medium among all 
those who belong to and have their part 
and lot In the Spiritualistic associa­
tion,” This is simply absurd; and the 
pessimistic exaggerations of Spiritual­
ists who have run on to some uncanny 
nests of tricksters, nnd summed up the 
situation from those data, ate largely 
responsible for this hCho. ’

The Press assumes that “every medi­
um might be a fraud and yet Spiritual­
ism flourish mightily among those to 
whom questions of evidence counted 
for nothing.” But this Is not a repre­
sentative class among Spiritualists. 
Leading minds by thousands among 
Spiritualists are as critical and exact­
ing as any skeptic, and better qualified 
to investigate and form correct conclu­
sions than most of those wbo think we 
are so gullible.

Again, tho Press says, “Spiritualism 
no longer attracts that large class of 
people who love mystic nnd mysterious 
beliefs.” No! It never did. Spiritual­
ism from the first has presented a ra­
tional Interpretation of the problem of 
life, and insisted upon the perfect natu­
ralness of nil things spiritual as well as 
physical and eliminated mysticism, by 
teaching the orderly relations of cause 
and effect from granite to God. In its 
philosophy it has been condemned by 
mystical dogmatists because it taught 
the complete naturalness of spiritual ns 
well as physical things.

It has had its quota of frauds and 
sneaks; but no more in proportion to 
the number, than other systems of re­
ligion; but they have been paraded 
more In pulpit and press, and by Spirit­
ualists themselves. What if there are 
fraud stores that sell tricks and illum­
inated robes? Are these any worse 
than tbe relics; and indulgencies, and 
divine pardons sold in the churches? 
What have these to do with Spiritual 
Ism and mediumship? People who are 
duped by them deserve the lesson to 
cure them of carelessness aud loose 
methods.

True “there Is a fashion in bumbugs” 
and the fashionable world has more of 
it than Spiritualism has. There are, 1 
think, more believers to-day than ever 
before, and the spiritual philosophy and 
ethics have a wider acceptance on more 
universal endorsement than at any pre­
vious time.

Society work Is In a transition. It 
will surely rise from this apparent ap­
athy, and accomplish more than at any 
time in the past Tbe “extreme dis­
trust In our ranks” is a disease. Time 
will cure It, and Spiritualism will rise 
triumphant over all obstacles, and 
wield a power never dreamed of before.

: LYMAN C. HOWE.

which carried all before it. The pres­
ent leaders have created a wordy or­
ganization, which, with Its creed, sub­
stantially excommunicates thousands 
of tbe most thoroughgoing Spiritualists 
from all participation In what they pro­
claim as the only genuine Spiritualism. 
They, are denounced as esthetic Spirit­
ists. A sect isthus formed aping the 
older ones, and paralyzing the genuine 
spirit .movement. And all the attempt­
ed galvanizing, by recent meetings In 
the'great cities, only shows the frantic 
despair -of the .creed builders, In their 
vain attempt to’ transform Spiritualism, 
the grand reconstructor, Into a narrow, 
puny sect. This, and not tho shallow 
.reach's of the Press js the,cause of the 
“decline”’ iff t^e' out ward . Spiritualist 
moxH?i&mt,^^ S. LOVELAND.... . * ,. . _ . •••.*• X • • • • •
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In common with many others I have 
noticed the article from the Philadel­
phia Press, on tho “Decline of Spiritual­
ism,” but do not wholly agree with its 
pessimistic view of the situation. In 
my judgment there was never a tluie 
when there was more interest manifest­
ed by intelligent people on the subject 
of Spiritualism than now; and while be­
lieving this to be true, there is a notable 
decline in local societies and, for good 
and sufficient reasons.

That much fraud does exist is a la­
mentable fact recognized, by Spiritual­
ists themselves, but the percentage of 
fraud is nothing like ihe estimate of 
the article in question. It is doubtless 
true that the phenomena does not at­
tract the attention of the wonder-seeker 
as in former times, but it is also true 
there Is a large and intelligent class 
who are attracted to the philosophy 
and, it only needs a proper presenta-. 
tion and demonstration lo claim the at­
tention of people everywhere. • 

. - And here is the rub—a proper and in­
telligent presentation of the subject. 
As long as the average local society de­
pends entirely upon the speaker, sup­
plemented by tests, and these many 
times of doubtful character, and de­
pending on a door fee to meet the run­
ning expenses of the meeting, they will 
decline and ought to decline. ‘

I know of no class of people except 
Spiritualists, who expect so much for 
nothing, who are so apathetic, so lazy, 
so indifferent and positive stingy in 
sustaining their organizations.

We boast of having the best philos­
ophy and the grandest religion ever 
given to mortal man, aud it would seem 
that Spiritualists should appreciate the 
fact, having some pride in the matter 
and be willing to sustain their meetings 
by voluntary subscriptions and dona­
tions, instead of sponging from the gen­
eral public.

Wlien they awake to the grandeur of 
the cause (if they ever do), what it 
means to themselves and to posterity, 
and will rise to the demands of the oc­
casion, their privileges and responsibili­
ties, and Institute better methods in­
stead of being at the mercy of every 
Tom, Dick and Harry who is seeking 
for one-month stands in order to eke 
out a precarious existence, we shall 
hear less about the decline of local so­
cieties.

When Ibis is done they can command 
the services of intelligent speakers and 
worthy demonstrators and become a 
factor in the onward march of the age. 
We have a few such societies and they 
should be multiplied everywhere. A 
letter from a western city lies before 
me as I write, complaining bitterly 
that they have been so cursed with 
frauds and fakirs that decent people 
have become disgusted and have lost 
all interest in the subject. Unfortu­
nately this cry comes from nearly every 
point In the compass, while those who 
complain do not seem to realize that the 
fault Ues with Spiritualists in permit­
ting such a state of affairs to exist. The 
only remedy Ues in a thorough and 
compact organization. When we have 
the good sense to thoroughly organize, 
all these matters which we so loudly 
complain of can be adjusted.

The N. S. A. has a fair start, and to It 
we owe whatever standing we have 
among intelligent people. The silly cry 
that “we need no pope and Spiritualism 
needs no creed” is but the nightmare 
vision of certain people who are more 
in love with their own pet theories and 
opinions than with the cause which 
they wish to Wholly represent. There 
has been entirely too much time and 
too many words wasted in trying to de­
termine “who shall be greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven ” instead of sinking 
personal differences of opinion regard­
ing matters that nre non-essential. This 
was plainly evidenced quite lately over 
the question of Infinite Intelligence, In 
the declaration of principles set forth 
by the N. 8. A. There was a demand 
for such declaration, and sincere effort 
to meet the demand, when presto, we 
were immediately In the midst of a hor- 
netR* nest, and, for nearly a year we 
had what in modern parlance is called 
“chewing the rag,” and upon the fail­
ure of the N. S. A. to take up the ques­
tion at their last annual meeting, there 
have been complaints because they did 
not furnish another rag to chew.

The N. S. A. should by all means be 
sustained. They possibly have made 
mistakes, and who has not. The cry of 
poverty among Spiritualists as a reason 
for not sustaining the N. S. ,A» Is both 
pitiful and contemptible when 25 cents 
a year from every Spiritualist would 
furnish a fund for missionary work 
that would place Spiritualism where It 
rightly belongs. The trouble- hag been, 
we have had no concert'of action,' no or­
ganization, and consequently no meth­
od. If we do not like the fiction of the 
officers and board of tbe N. S. A.; let us 
change them. If we do not like the 
declaration of principles let us substi­
tute others. Personally I am lii favor 
of a declaration of principles that rec­
ognizes the rights of mankind in every 
relation of life.

Only through organization can we 
successfully cope with the .horde of 
fakirs and disreputables who infest 
our ranks, and who continually, discred­
it the work of honest mediums^ It Is a 
fact worthy of note that there is not a 
dishonest medium, an unworthy char­
acter or fakir pure and simple, who is 
not opposed to organization and the N. 
S.A.

As a rule they may be known by their 
opposition and their continual reitera­
tion of the falsehood that the president 
of the N. S. A. Is opposed, to medium­
ship. For my part, l am glad th know 
there are persons debarred from, certain 
privileges, because they can not secure 
the endorsement of the president of the 
N. S. A. Why should we not have 
workers accredited-fond endorsed by 
some state or central organization? 
Why should not credentials; Issued by 
such organizations be a proof tliat the 
person holding them possesses Integrity 
of character and is competent for the 
work assigned? And why should not 
such organizations: have , tbe 1 poorer to 
recall such credentials when used un­
worthily? - J ' '
• Too much like tl^e Church?. Well, sup­
pose it is! It is good common ‘sense, 
and it is time we < adopted .common- 
sense methods. P < . . ■ ' ;

Spiritualism Is not declining; . It. is 
Spiritualists who have- -declined com­
mon-sense methods and; have failed to 
grasp their opportunities, spiritualism 
will continue on. its1, mission,. giving 
light and hope to the sorrowing, -and 
dispelling the clouds of darkness which 
ancient error has cast^over humanity..

it may. be absorbed by other' existing 
organizations; this will' depend: upon 
Spiritualists. My firm conviction is, 
That now. Is the time for. action and, 
that if we do not now sustain the N. 8. 
A., Spiritualism as a distinctive moves 

.ment will prove a lamentable and igno­
minious failure. jc\ ? • h^r:-' •’ ''S

WILL C. HODGE.

Your invitation tp, consent upon the 
editorial in the Iftila dolphin Press of 
May 7, gives me tljp clique to say that 
It was the only paper In.^ls city which 
did not give us fuhuiccoyyts during our 
recent mass meeting. Isjt then worth 
while to give Its editorial such, promi­
nence at this tlmoj Hc^vever tbe les­
son it teaches, by^howiqg us how by 
our own apathy nwe ^re carelessly 
allowing our local societies to disinte­
grate, is well worthy consideration. It 
shows only too plainly how our cause is 
considered by the editor of that paper.

The worst feature of it is, that it 
makes President Barrett responsible 
for the statement that “Spiritualists 
have spent too mucj| time chasing after 
phantoms and have not done enough 
concrete work,” and infers that . the 
N. S. A. upholds fraudulent medium­
ship. In fact the article is full of mis­
statements and casts obloquy on many 
noble men and women wbo do not de­
serve it. The statement that the 
greater part of the phenomena of Spir­
itualism is humbug, is unworthy of 
notice.

Of course it Is an editorial privilege 
to criticise all statements made in a 
public meeting. Therefore we doubt the 
wisdom of advertising our short­
comings at a mass meeting, at which 
the vast majority of the audience are 
strangers who have been attracted to 
hear of the beauties of the philosophy 
of Spiritualism and to .learn something 
of its phenomena, and who are willing 
to pay ah admission fee for the same. 
The talent at that meeting was the 
best we have and It seems as If the bet­
ter way would have been to present 
the best side of our cause and keep 
such statements in the background. 
What is the use of getting up these 
great mass meetings if we are going to 
show how weak our societies are. Tlie 
same amount of energy devoted to lo­
cal work would in our opinion be pro­
ductive of more permanent results.

The reader might well ask here, 
Should not such statements be made, 
with a view to finding a remedy? Cer­
tainly they should, but not in public 
meetings. This places us at the mercy 
of those who would like to see our 
cause blotted out of existence, nor 
should they be made before a promis­
cuous audience. The present editorial 
could not have been written except for 
such public utterances.

No thoughtful Spiritualist can re­
view the field and fail to see that our 
local societies are In a most deplorable 
condition. President Barrett has re­
peatedly called attention to the fad, 
and tried to suggest; a remedy. At the 
last convention he u^ged most earnestly 
the appointment of a special missionary 
who would give hl$ or 1)^ whole time 
to this work, but though ^e was unani­
mously elected for this most important 
position, for some veasoh,' or other the 
main portion of his time has been de­
voted to attending^ mas8hmeetings all 
over the country. ‘; ..

We have repeatedly a sorted that the 
backbone of the N. S. A.' Is the local so­
cieties connected with 1^ If they are 
allowed to fall by t^, ways de, the 
State associations will soon follow.

As stated above, the .situation de­
mands the immediate attention of ml 
who' are Interest^ in; ^ph'ituallsnb 
There should be ay executive session 
called, or set aside at tl^e next conven­
tion, at which the iWson^ for the con­
dition of affairs slipullT tye thoroughly 
discussed as1 Well ds tirityb aniy vieand 
be suggested to chaiigV the same. 
“Only Spiritualists (should be on guard 
while such discussion is going on.” No 
reporters allowed. Then we should put 
our shoulders to the wheel and' bend all 
our energy to bring about a better con­
dition.

Is Spiritualism on the decline? No, 
and President Barrett never made such 
statement. It Is a living vital truth 
and can never be crushed—not if all tbe 
editors in America should abuse the 
power of the press in an attempt to 
bring about that end. Every day it 
grows stronger, penetrating its way 
Into every walk of life. In spite of all 
efforts to prevent it, It is permeating 
the secular press, and even tbe 
churches are obliged to acknowledge its 
power. On this account we repeat, that 
the only thing worthy of consideration 
In the editorial under consideration, Is 
the lesson it teaches, that It is time for 
us to unite for more concerted action, 
and stand by our mediums, resenting 
tbe Insults cast upon them.

In our opinion the principal cause for 
the decline of the local work is that we 
have not made the young people an In­
tegral part of our societies. If the older 
Spiritualists had looked after this more 
closely In the past and bad seen that 
their children became imbued with the 
principles of Spiritualism, there would 
be fewer of the young people joining 
the churches, because of the attractions 
offered them socially.

True they have bad tbe lyceum, but 
that was not enough. They should be 
made a part of the society itself. The 
society should make the meetings so 
attractive that it would be a pleasure 
for tbe young people to come, and not 
only that, but social meetings should 
be provided for them.' Invite them to 
take part In the meetings, by doing 
some of tbe responsible work. Help 
them develop their talents by writing 
essays, encourage them to express their 
thoughts on Spiritualism and kindred 
subjects, and to be proud to be known 
as Spiritualists. Do this and in the 
very near future we will have ah army 
of young workers who will strengthen 
our local societies, imbuing them with 
such life and vigor tliat it will be Im­
possible for such- an editorial to be 
written upon tbe decline of Spiritual­
ism. M, B. CADWALLADER.

Philadelphia, Pa. o • st

Some Hindrghce& Clearly 
Specifed?

spirits will only help ’those who first | 
The rivalries and-jealousies of modi- (| 

help themselves... .
atlou; the same may .be said regarding ' 
societies, I. e., where there are two or ■1 
more in any one place. Co-operation, 1 
unity and harmony must be encouraged ( 
and instituted among all ranks. The j 
trouble is not in‘the Spiritualistic phll- j 
osophy or its phenomena, for both rep- j 
resent and demonstrate the only truth • 
the world is iu need of, namely, the re- j 
ality of “life beyond the grave.” ;

We must be more constructive in our ' 
work and teachings and less iconoclas­
tic. That antagonism and unfriendli­
ness towards other sects, so common 
with many workers and teachers, must 
be rooted out of our methods. A con­
certed universal plan of action and 
methods for tlie dissemination of Spirit­
ualistic truths must be arrived at. We 
have the seed, the question is how to 
till the ground and sow it to the best 
advantage. If the seed Is properly 
sown, the harvest will be plentiful.

GEO. W. WALROND.

The So-Called Decadence of Spir­
itualism.

In the space allotted it would be im­
possible to offer anything like a re­
view of the article that appeared in the 
Philadelphia Press of May 7. There­
fore nothing of the kind will be at­
tempted. Yet there.are several prob­
lems that confront us hinted at in the 
above mentioned article that well may 
demand our attention and most careful 
consideration. The fraud question has 
been pretty thoroughly discussed in our 
spiritual papers, and for one, allow me 
to say that I don’t think that need 
frighten us very much. Possibly the 
great prevalence of fraud in our move­
ment may have served in place of. an 
important lesson to us, for most of us 
were certainly becoming far too credu­
lous and also were leaning too closely 
ou the arm from beyond the veil.

lu every age wonders aud marvels 
have been simulated. There were false 
miracles in Bible times, and frauds 
among the priests and priestesses of an­
cient Greece and Rome. So long as hu­
man nature remains as we find it to­
day, I suppose that fraud will continue 
lu the world. The counterfeit bill 
does not militate against the genuine 
one—but its appearance makes us 
more cautious as to what we shall ac­
cept as the genuine. Mediumship must 
be studied closer in the future than in 
the past. Some honest people think 
that they are mediums when suffering 
from slight mental derangements that 
should receive careful attention of spe­
cialists in mental disorders. Therefore, 
not all that has been classed as fraud 
should come under that head. From my 
own personal experience, I have come 
to tho conclusion that a large per cent 
of the so-called mental phase of medt- 
umisttc phenomena cried down as 
fraud should come under the head of 
mental disturbances. The study of 
psychology Is calculated to throw much 
light upon this subject. Another im­
portant problem to be solved In the fu­
ture may best be presented in the fol­
lowing question: How much of the 
mental phenomena generally ascribed 
to Influence of decarnate spirits is due 
to the quickening and awakening of 
ono’s own consciousness? But we must 
not pause to discuss these questions.

According to the writer in the Phlla- 
edlphla Press, Spiritualism Is on the 
wane. Its novelty is gone—and in that 
lay all Its attractiveness. How much 
of this statement, if any, Is true? In­
terest in societies might decline, and 
yet Spiritualism Itself be on the in­
crease. There was nothing novel or 
new in the cardinal principles of Spirit­
ualism annunciated fifty odd years ago. 
Its phenomena In a great degree simply 
duplicated that of the past. At Its ad­
vent tbe older religions were simply as- 
certing Immortality, while the novel 
feature of Spiritualism was its demon­
stration to the individual of this im- 
nortant fact. Can this “novelty” ever 
lose its “attractiveness”? Certainly 
not as long as human beings love and 
aspire.

Admitting that In some portions of the 
country local societies are on tbe de­
cline, and that the Progressive Lyceum 
has declined all over tbe country, yet 
do we fall to perceive that this proves 
that the “attractiveness”-of Spiritual­
ism has departed. My sphere of per­
sonal observation during the past year 
has been limited to New England. 
Here I do not find that Spiritualism is 
on the wane. I admit that In many of 
our smaller towns* and a portion of our 
larger cities our Spiritual societies 
have bad a struggle for existence. But 
in our larger centers, like Boston, Wor­
cester, Lynn and Haverhill, societies 
nre In far better condition than they 
liave been for many years. Our medi­
ums of the better cle^s—by this term 
I mean those who th j able to present 
tlie most definite phases of the phenom­
ena—have been very busy. It must be 
admitted that our lyceums with very 
few exceptions have steadily dwindled 
In number until many have long ago 
ceased to exist For this there are 
many causes. In passing I must pause 
to state that it is more than likely that 
one cause of the present'condition of 
local societies throughout the country 
arises from, the fact that we have given 
too little heed in the past to lyceum 
work. For we are certainly greeted by 
the expression, “The old are dying off 
and there are none trained in society 
work to take their places.” The Ly-

I regret very mu{?h all This publicity 
and delusive talk about the “Decline of 
Spiritualism.” It cannot Recline. It is 
true there is a decline iujthe zeal and 
enthusiasm of Splr Inalisj^, but Spirit­
ualism In nil its varied aspects will ever 
be so long as humanity’s'children have 
to travel through This planet’s proba­
tionary! period in order jo reach- /the 
higher life. If SpirftualijJis (who In the 
majority of cases belonged to the 
churches) would only give the same 
time, attention, demotion, energy and 
generosity to the Spiritualistic cause as 
they formerly did to' ’their orthodox 
faith or religion, there- would be no 
echo of this “decline.” '
: The introduction of the “Reverend” 
(?) business into outranks has disgust­
ed thousands of earnest truth seekers; 
and the sooner the -NJ S. A. abolishes 
this cliurchal title the-better it will be 
for the cause. .' ’ - r. ' —

Spiritualists have been depending too 
much on the spirits jor everything, so 
much so that they have, through force, 
of habit, neglected tbd cause, feeling as­
sured somehow that jhe spirits would 
take care of the cause. God and the
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OPTIMISTIC.
The Decline of Spiritualism

ceum should be the training school of 
future society organizers, and workers, 
the same as the Sunday-school in the 
church. In many;.if not in most places, 
competent leaders and teachers are not 
easily found for lyceum work.
. In many places our societies have un­
doubtedly been Injured by the Incompe­
tent and uneducated persons who have 
pushed themselves to the front as ex­
pounders of the spiritual philosophy. 
The itinerant system in vogue largely 
throughout our country does not con­
duce either to the growth.of the society 
or speaker. Many , cultured people con­
vinced of the fact of spirit communion, 
attend either Unitarian or Universalist 
meetings, because of the refinement 
and culture pervading the atmosphere 
of the church. Something besides sen­
sationalism must be demanded by our, 
societies if’Spiritualism as an organ­
ized religious belief would hope to com­
pete with the other liberal denomina­
tions. A devout and religious feeling 
should permeate all our meetings. And 
Spiritualism be made no longer to pan­
der to man’s haser nature, but Instead 
call forth all the noblest and best with­
in us. Then and then only will, the cry 
of fraud and decadence cense, and our 
Spiritualism lead in the mighty work of 
uplifting humanity. : . \ . x

. GEO. A. FULLER, M. D.
. Onset, Mass. . ;• r-.. • .; ...

The article in the Philadelphia Press 
of May 7, upon the apparent decline of 
Spiritualism, is one that deserves on 
the part of Spiritualist earnest thought, 
backed up as It is by the pessimistic 
views and utterances of some who 
have been, and still are leaders fore­
most in our ranks, nnd backed up also 
by statements almost innumerable in 
our daily papers of fraudulent presen­
tations and pretensions; to say nothing 
of unpublished evidences of fraud, 
coming under tbe observation of Spirit­
ualists who, fearlug to hurt the cause if 
told, keep silence.

It is no wonder to me therefore that 
The Progressive Thinker, a paper de­
voted to Spiritualism, and ever desirous 
of truth and progress In truths discov­
ered should ask for the thoughtful ex­
pression of its large corps of contribu­
tors upon the question relative to “de­
cline,” or actual progress—which ?—of 
this which has been demanding of the 
world, for now three-quarters of a cen­
tury, admission as a teacher and dem­
onstrator of personal continuity of life 
beyond the hour and article of physical 
death; nay, more than this, of personal 
rapport with us, and in this rapport, 
able to communicate with us, and by 
such communication influence us In 
our present lives (for tills I bold to be 
the great truth of Spiritualism).

As for myself, I am optimistic rather 
than pessimistic in my views of this 
opening century of a new age in man’s 
progressive development, and too, 
though I have no use for the old and 
formal God of orthodoxy, I do believe 
in a divine government, consequently 
In a divine plan, in the working out of 
humanity’s uplift, and the establish­
ment among men of better social condi­
tions; and this is my theology, a gov­
ernment and a purpose “over there,” as 
truly as that we have government and 
purpose over here, and In my thought 
of the divine purpose, I expect to see 
the effect of that purpose In our own so­
cial development, the working out of 
which is In fact our religion, “the great­
est good for the greatest number.”

In my study of comparative religions, 
I find them to be practically but the 
embodiments of some great principle of 
humanity, bo that the principle becomes 
a social conscience that in the end over­
throws an old form of government, and 
establishes a new and better social or­
der. But, too, these reforms of social 
conscience are) very slowly developed, 
especially as they are sufficiently differ­
entiated to constitute what we call an 
age.

But, too, In my study of these age 
epochs I have found that with each and 
all, the beginning of the age has been 
marked by the appearance of what we 
of to-day call “psychic phenomena,” an 
outpour of tbe miraculous display of 
psychic powers. (I use the word “mi­
raculous” in Its true sense of wonder- 
exciting; not as supernatural; nature 
has no “super!”) But I also note that 
these psychic wonders, or as they used 
to call them, “gifts of tbe spirit,” do not 
continue; that after a time In the his­
tory of an age we find no record of 
them, as “an epidemic” to use the word 
of some of our opponents; though we 
do find “Individual cases” recorded, 
scattered upon history’s pages spar­
ingly.

Now this study of mine has led me to 
seek to know what great fact of hu­
manity is the spiritual (divinely given) 
lesson of an age; what Is the revelation: 
what a man of this or that age thinks 
of himself—this, more than what he 
thinks of God! The question is, what 
is man; what are his rights, his powers; 
and through this very human view I 
get, or think I get, a view of the pur­
pose of tlie divine, the excarnate will, 
in these psychic movements.

Leaving all- pasts, with tbeir ideals of 
rights, for space we have not for their 
discussion, I ask myself; What Is the 
divine purpose of this present age—of 
Spiritualism? In its first manifestation, 
is it not to demonstrate convincingly to 
every one who will honestly Investi­
gate, of a present immortality, and that 
being as man Immortal, the event of a 
physical death does not change tbe man 
himself. Incarnate or excarnate, he is 
“Man,” with all that the word implies 
of manly character, of personal charac­
teristics, of spirit towards bls fellows?

To demonstrate this fact ot our na­
ture, It has been necessary, so to speak; 
to allow every kind of man to be man­
ifested by these phenomenal ways, the 
good and the not good; the wise, and 
the not wise; the man of * pretense, as 
well as tbe man ot honesty, and until 
the world of man Is fully convinced of 
character distinctions In the excarnate 
as in the incarnate, we will have these

say nothing of character-building, for 
character-building is a common duty of 
all mankind.

It is in this direction of organization 
aud executive powers that I find myself 
sustaining the N. S. A., and advocate 
Its need; and if we do sustain, and 
judiciously enlarge its scope we may 
escape the wholesale “ordaining”(?) of 
such as are both incompetent for and 
morally unworthy of the high office of 
teacher or minister to intelligent people. 
That this has not been done before now 
is, I can but think, tbe real cause of 
what the Press calls “the decline of 
Spiritualism;” but we are not dead or 
dying; we may be passing through our 
“Bull-Run," as all great movements 
generally do, but from the check given 
to tlie over-confident enthusiasm of 
new converts or raw recruits, there will 
come to the rescue soberness and com­
mon sense; and those whose souls are 
filled with the divine Inflow of this 
sublime revelation of our nature as 
Man, will rise in this soberness and 
with set faces “Go Forward!”

There will be organization, there will 
be a weeding out of fraud, there will be 
suppression of pretense, and there will 
come to be a new and better social idea 
of what is “morality;” and following 
this a new and better civil state; or. if 
you like it better, call it a new and bet­
ter civilization; for this, I take ll, Is the 
great purposeof the divine plan of our 
excarnate brotherhood that ns an 
initial movement has given us Spirit­
ualism; a crude truth, that is to be re­
fined by culture, and set in its refine­
ment among the jewels of the ages’ 
finding; yet surpassing them all. Then 
we will see work done in the way of 
the uplift of the people; then, ns never 
before, will come with authority the 
demand for personal rights, for the 
larger freedom, and these “works of 
piety” will not be that we may glorify 
an absentee God, unknown and un­
knowable, but for the present good of 
all mankind. And yet this will not bo 
by our wisdom alone, we may not for­
get that Spiritualism came to us by the 
will of tbe divine ones who have 
“passed the veils;” aud therefore we 
need to reverently seek of these 
glorified ones both wisdom and 
strength; tn fact, these nre our wisdom, 
these our strength; nnd because of 
these Spiritualism will not die.

J. 0. M. HEWITT.

GROWING STRONGER

varied experience ot seance. /

But now I ask: What will be tbe out­
come? I answer my own question by 
saying: Evidently all true Spiritualists 
'will hold themselves responsible for 
what is done In the dame of Spiritual­
ism; Just as the true citizen holds him­
self responsible for what Is done in bls 
city. We all know that “the people” 
are responsible for crime, as well ns for 
social order; and as a people, we take 
care to prevent, or to punish -• crime. 
Every society senses thatdt must keep 
itself clean, If it would-be clean; and 
common sense tells us that our first 
duty to ourselves Is social organization, 
possessing executive powers of dis­
cipline or of expulsion upon conviction 
of fraudulent-.practice,:. We must de­
mand and enforce honesty; and we can­
not do this without organization; we 
must be In position to deny the ose of 
the name “Spiritualist” to all wbo will 
not organize, and so assume just re­
sponsibility before the world In what 
Is done In tbe name of Spiritualism; to

Is Spiritualism Declining?

Is Spiritualism on the decline? I do 
not believe it is. lu my circle of work 
and observation I find It quite the con­
trary. My work has taken me—not 
into the highways—but into the byways 
of life; and I have been surprised to 
find so much Interest manifested. 
People were reading, thinking. Invest­
igating. I found tlie spirit of Spiritual­
ism at work—It Is working still and 
nothing can hinder it

The pessimism of Bro. Barrett and 
others is bearing Its legitimate fruit, 
and Is giving such papers as the Phila­
delphia Press and others who have not 
a good word to say for Spiritualism 
much food to fatten on.

The article which appears in the 
Press under the above heading is but 
a tissue of misrepresentation. As is the 
custom of our critics, the writer ignores 
the true status of Spiritualism, and 
deals only with that which Is calculated 
to mislead the public, utterly ignoring 
the truth, of which he or she evidently 
knows or cares but little.

It Is true the frauds and humbugs in 
mediumship who falsely assume to be 
Spiritualists, are to blame for much of 
this adverse criticism; but to say our 
mediums arc all frauds is as great an 
untruth.

If a man possessed one hundred dol­
lars, fifty of whi^h were counterfeit, 
we would think him very unwise to 
throw away the fifty genuine dollars 
because the other fifty were worthless.

It Is true Spiritualism has changed in 
many respects in the past forty years, 
but change is the order of progression. 
Scientific Investigation, psychic re­
search and study, are bringing out 
more and more the stubborn facts 
demonstrating tbe truth of Spiritual­
istic philosophy. If the general public 
no longer stand amazed at the manifes­
tations, it is because, knowledge has 
taken the place of Ignorance, aud super­
stition bows down at the altar of truth, 
as the spirit world unites its forces 
with this to raise mankind onto a 
higher plane of understanding, and into 
the clear light of spiritual perception.

Spiritualism on the decline? By no 
means; it has long attracted the atten­
tion of the best minds of the world, and 
instead of growing weaker Is growing 
stronger. It has been said Spiritualism 
would become the universal religion. 
In evidence of this, mark the attitude 
of the churches whose ministers—many 
of them—are preaching the doctrine of 
Spiritualism already to their people; 
and because they do not immediately 
come forward and join tbe Spiritual 
associations is no sign the leaven is not 
working.
. Spiritualism has revolutionized the 
world of thought; its potent power Is 
reaching everywhere, and is too broad 
and far-reaching to be lassoed and, 
brought Into any one locality—or con­
trolled by any one organization.’ ., ’ 
' I may be as optimistic as Bro. B. and ‘ 

others are pessimistic, but It would be 
jvdl for every one discoursing, jipon ’ 
this subject to Tcmbmber that It fyjnst 
as great a blunder, and' evidence of 
Ignorance, to believe too little, as it h 
to believe too much.

MARY WEBB-BAKER.

., Be wary of the man who al way* 
wears a set’smile.—Ethel Payne* -jT
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SWEEPING.
We Want Downright Facts

OPPOSITE OF TROTH.
‘The Decline of Spiritual 

ism.”

A careful reading of the article from 
the Philadelphia Press inspires in me 
two predominant impressions.

First, surprise at the pessimism of 
the Spiritualistic leader whose speech 
inspired the article.

Second, the remarkable combination- 
of truth and error contained In the ar­
ticle itself,

■ As President Barrett has stated that 
hls remarks were garbled by the crit­
ics, It is not necessary to dwell upon 
that feature.

The truth contained in the Press ar­
ticle Is In the assertion that Spiritual­
ism Is not now attracting the curiosity 
seekers and wonder-mongers as in the 
days gone by.

The error consists in the statement 
that the adherents of Spiritualism are 
growing less in number and that its 
basic doctrines are losing their hold in 
the minds of the people. •

No intelligent observer will deny the 
first proposition, though he may give 
It a very different Interpretation. The' 
fact, appeals to me as a gratifying sign 
of the restoration of a healthy equi­
librium or mean between the extremes 
of utter indifference and the wild and 
insatiate greed for the marvelous and 
mysterious. It shows that people are 
settling down to a calm recognition of 
the “occult” as a fact in nature, and 
of psychic and mental phenomena as 
being almost as common and well 
established as the phenomena -of elec­
tricity and magnetism.

The plea that the basic doctrines of 
Spiritualism are losing ground is the 
very opposite of truth. It is because 
those facts are becoming so widely ac­
cepted and are no longer the novelty 
they were, that the apparent lack of 
interest In Spiritualism as a distinct 
movement is largely due. One could 
fill this entire paper with evidences 
and illustrations of the truth of this 
Statement,

Spiritualism as a cult is not losing 
ground nor do 1 see upon what evidence 
the plea of the decline of Spiritual 
societies is based. I venture the asser­
tion that there are more societies in ex­
istence to-day than there were ten 
years ago, and that they are, on tbe 
average, as well sustained, while camp- 
meetings have probably doubled In 
numbers In that time.
. And yet, when all Is said that can be 
upon that side of the question, tbe fact 
remains that the progress of Spiritual­
ism as a distinctive movement is far 
from satisfactory to the lovers of the 
cause. With tbe heaven-born truths 
which are Its foundation and the an­
gelic powers which are Its Inspiration 
Jt ought to sweep away all opposition 
and enthrone itself In the hearts of all 
humanity In a brief time.

The reasons for its failure to fulfill 
tlie promise of its youth arp manifold, 
and it Is high time that Spiritualists 
were exerting themselves to discover 
and remove the obstacles that retard its 
progress.

That fraudulent mediumship has 
been one of the chief of these obstacles 
all must admit, but those evils furnish 
tbeir own corrective, and steadily and 
surely the fakes have been exposed 
and rooted out until scarcely one re­
mains to-day where a dozen existed a 
decade ago, and the few that remain 
are starving out for lack of patronage. 
Constant and unremitting vigilance and 
less demand for marvels on the part of 
investigators will remedy this evil 
almost entirely.

Another evil mentioned by tbe editor 
of The Progressive Thinker is the 
wholesale ordination of unfit persons 
as ministers of Spiritualism. This has 
been noted and regretted by intelligent 
Spiritualists for years. 1 can see biit 
one remedy for this evil, and that.is to 
require every applicant for ordination 
to pass an examination before a com­
petent board or committee as to his or 
her mural and mental fitness. This will 
further emphasize the necessity for or­
ganization and the systematic. educa­
tion of* speakers and mediums.
-The one supreme need, In my opinion, 

ih the furtherance of the cause of Spir­
itualism is a concrete and concentrated 
statement of ethical, spiritual and re­
ligious truths as a platform upon which 
we may go before the world ahi chal­
lenge the scientific, philosophical and 
ethical criticism of the thinking public.

In short, Spiritualism must demand 
recognition as a Religion. A religion 
based upon science and natural law. A 
religion which is up-to-date, the flower 
and fruit of Evolution, the object and 
spirit of which may be expressed in one 
word—Altruism.

The editor notes that large numbers 
of Spiritualists attend the meetings of 
liberal and progressive clergymen in 
preference to the regular Spiritual so­
cieties. Why is this? Because in so 
doing they gratify the innate religious 
sentiment 'which Is denied or un­
recognized In the average Spiritualist 
meetings. And, further, they hear these 
truths expressed In faultless language 
by cultivated men. Men who are 
abreast with the times on all subjects, 
who do not cause, their hearers to 
blush because of the crudities, ana- 

. chronigms and solecisms that too often 
mark the platform ministrations of 
Spiritual mediums and speakers..

'When we have devolved and expressed 
a system of religion that cares for the 
bodies ns well as the. souls of men; 
win. we have established training 
schools fOr speakers and. mediums by 
menus of which we shall be able to fur­
nish the very best of instruments for 
tiie use of tbe spirit teachers; when we 
shall have become truly scientific in our 
methods of investigation; and when- 
most important consideration of all—we 
have learned to live our religion, then 
We shall have no occasion to mourn 
longer the slow progress of otir cause.

“We want downright facts at present 
More than anything else.”—Ruskin.

The Philadelphia Press has indulged 
Ju more Sweeping conclusions than the 
present meager coUatipu of facts war­
rants.', It recognizes only one door to 
our spiritual fold and that swings, out- 
ward.- In reality it has entrances as 
well as exits. While some are going, 
others are coming. We have deserters, 
but also converts. The rats are not yet 
scurrying from a sinking ship. Such 
workers as President Barrett and 
Willard Hull are sounding e clarion call 
to wider spread activity.

I do not believe that the present con­
dition of local societies is an authorita­
tive proclamation that there are any 
less individual believers iu Spiritualism 
than there were iu 1900, 1895 or 1890. 
We heed a greater totality of particu­
lars from a large number of fields be­
fore such a diagnosis is tenable. Let 
the oiiicial board of the N. S. A. cause 
a careful canvass of every locality 
where it has ever had a chartered rep­
resentative-record the answers of indi­
vidual Spiritualists to- something like 
the following questions: Do you still be­
lieve In spirit return? If you have 
changed your views on that question 
what was the reason of It? Are you a 
member of a ideal society? Why do 
you not Join one? What causes the in- 
dlffereuce In, or death of, your society? 
How many Spiritualists has your so­
ciety, or community, lost by death, or 
removal, in the last five years? ■

At a time when the conservative 
trend of tbe Society for Psychical Re­
search Is favorable to our main truths, 
more and a different class of people 
have a personal interest in them. They 
are not passing without notice from tbe 
Influential.

■ Again, the subscription lists of our 
best periodicals, as well as the demand 
for our bound literature, do not indicate 
decrease of Individual faith in their 
principles. Some local societies, like in­
dividuals, are foredoomed at birth to a 
weakly existence and early death. 
Sometimes neighborhood workers of 
ten or fifteen years grow weary in well­
doing, often because of Increasing 
years, and drop the burden without 
first finding younger substitutes, so the 
Interest on their field dies out. Petty 
personalities and belittling jealousies 
disintegrate many of our societies. 
Perambulating self-styled “Doctors,”
“Professors,” or “Madames” leave in 
their trail a mortification that paralyzes 
future efforts on tlie tlie fields they 
fleece, The ignorant and Insincere find 
too easy access to our platforms. 
Among them are murderers of the Eng­
lish language—assassins of orthoepy 
and grammar, and hypocrites who do 
not believe in any kind of a hereafter. 
Many of the gatherings of tlie churches 
are not strictly religious, yet our socie­
ties are not awake to becoming centers 
for festival, social, amusement, educa­
tional, musical and literary occasions, 
as well as for spirit messages.

Frequently societies are unable to 
support a settled pastor and state asso­
ciations to keep reputable missionaries 
constantly in the field.

Again, there is a natural ebb nnd flow 
n the zeal of all human efforts—we 

cannot long hold mortal endeavor at 
white heat without unremitting atten­
tion. The Revelator found somewhat 
against the churches of Ephesus, Per- 
jamos, and Thyatira, while Smyrna 
md tribulations and poverty, Laodlcea 
was lukewarm and Sardis had the 
name of living but was dead. When 
Spiritualists still in the body shall 
have become individually spiritualized, 
.Spiritualism will be accorded respect 
nnd its rightful heritage of power. The 
influence of a truth can not be weighed 
in ounces, measured by meters, or rlg- 
Istered by a per capita enumeration of 
Its outspoken adherents. The Nicode­
mus wing of Spiritualism Is its strong­
est branch. Believers in the continu­
ity of life and intercommunication be­
tween the visible and Invisible spheres 
of existence are found In'the pulpits of 
the older denominations. A great many 
of similar faith worship In Catholic and 
Protestant pews. Deists, Trinitarians, 
and Materialists are quietly accepting 
the same solution of life’s riddle.

A citizen of South Carolina says: 
“Most of our business men down here 
believe in Republican principles but 
keep on voting the Democratic ticket.” 
Rev. Minot. J. Savage publicly be­
moaned the fact that the visible spread 
of Unitarlanjsm was sadly crippled be­
cause many who accepted its principles 
still maintained outward connection 
with orthodoxy. So family traditions, 
early education, social recognition, 
business standing and political ambi­
tions hamper public adherence to other 
movements as well as that of Spiritual? 
ism.

“Had the great truths waited until 
the majority voted in their favor they 
would never have been heard of in the 
world.”

Finally, while trickery In our name 
has had its hour, let us make sure that 
it Shall have no future In any form. 
The Canada thistles in our pasture 
must be uprooted. We, and we alone 
are responsible for their seeding and 
spreading. Fraud kills faith.

GEO. B. WARNE.
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All Chronic Diseases Cured by a System of Treatment Originated by 
Dr. J. M. PEEBLES, the Grand Old Man, of BattleaCreek, Michigan.

< tttttittttft^itttttSttt^ ’o’ rSYGHIG SCIENCE^ 
In the Cure of Disease

DR. J. M. PEEBLES.

Dr, Peebles, tlie grand old man of Battle Creek, 
in whose brain originated PSYCHIC TREATMENT, 
has so perfected hls method that it has revolution- 
f’srd the art of healing, audit can almost be said 
there uro no hope ess ar incurable diseases. This 
system ok treatment has brought thousands upon 
thousands back to health, after they had been pro­
nounced hopelessly ill by the very best local phy­
sicians. Hls .cures, have been proclaimed PHE-

§ NOMENAL by the many thousands who have had a 
chance to watch the near neighbor, friend, or rela­
tive pronounced at Deal h’s door by the local doctor, 
brought back to perfect manhood or womanhood 
by this eminent doctor and bls associates. These 

.wonderful cures are brought about through a sys- 
X tem of treatment originated by Dr. Peebles himself, 
y the great authority on Psychic Phenomena, which 
x/^« combination of mVd magnetic remedies and & Psychic Pow r, making the stronyest healing 
^combination known lo tc.ltnee. This method has 

been so perfected by the doctorthut anyone may 
X««e it In their own home without detention

from bittiness or the hnowledyo of anyone, Mrs.
J W. Anderson, St. Johns, Wash., suffered for years 

f* a 'vl,h pttiii in tho ovaries'and uterine weakness; she ^ff Z vas entirely cured by this treatment. Mrs C. Har-
Gris, of Marionville, Pa., says she cannot express too 

much gratltuue for Lhe. results received from Dr.Peebles’ treatment for falling of the womb 
and General exhaustion. Geo. H. Weeks, of Cleveland, Ohio, sends heartfelt thanks for restora­
tion to health after suffering from nervous prostration and insomnia for years; he says he now 
eniovs excellent health and restful sleep every night. G. D. Young, of. Wimer, Ore., says, "For 
years I bore about my body the piteous spectacle of disease and death stared me ta the face. I 
now thank heaven I am a well man, and I owe this great victory over disease to Dr. Peebles and 
hls corps of assistants.” Mrs. Belle B. Bond, of Dunkirk, N. Y., who was cured of asthma, drop­
sy, heart trouble and female weakness in a very few months, writes that sho recommends Dr.. 
Peebles* treatment to all her sick friends and relatives,—in fact, to all suffering humanity.

DESPAIR NOT. THERE IS STILL HOPE FOR YOU
No matter what the (tineanet or how despondent you may feel because you have been told 

there is no help for you. there is still hope. Hundreds of women suffering from irregularities 
peculiar to their sox have been cured by Dr. Peebles’ methods, after they had been told there was 
no help for them unless an operation was resorted to. The same may be said of men who are de­
bilitated from excesses and early indiscretions. Indigestion, stomach and bowel trouble, ca­
tarrh, liver trouble, rheumatism, kidney trouble heart trouble, lung and bronchial trouble, 
dropsy; in fact, any and all diseases yield to this wonderful system. If you are unfamiliar with 
this treatment, which is annually curing thousands of those pronounced Incurable, do not fail 
ts send at once tor literature giving full information concerning this grand treatment. It costs 
not hing whatever, and the information gained will be worth much to you even though you do 
not take treatment. If yon ure Kick aud dlMcouragefl, do uot fall to liuvc the doctors di - 
ugllONe your case and tell you your exact condition. Just write them n plain, truthful 
lett er about your case; they will confidentially consider the some, send you at once a 
complete diagnosis of your condition, and also literature on this grand system or treatment, to- 
gether with Dr. Peebles’ essay, "The Psychic Science in the Cure of Disease.” AlLthis is sent ab­
solutely free. If suffering, write to-day.

Address DR. PEEBLES' Institute of Health,
Battle Creek, Mich.

electric and chemical mechanism, to be 
be placed in all the great parks of 
amusement throughout the country, 
and at the Buffalo exposition whereby 
for twenty-five cents any one can have 
live questions answered, and a long 
written communication on paper they 
have placed between two clean slates, 
from the spirit they desire to communi­
cate with. This man says that from 
his previous experience in this line, he 
has no doubt that be can make fifty dol­
lars a day with each machine.

In this connection I wish to warn the 
honest, unsuspecting ..Spiritualists of 
Southern California against a woman 
and her husband who are driving 
through the country with a camping 
outfit, On reaching a neighborhood 
where there are a number of Spiritual­
ists they rent a cheap place on the out­
skirts of the village, hold free seances 
among the people on Sundays, she giv­
ing private seances for a dollar a head 
on week-days. After a few weeks they 
go to each separate Spiritualist and? tell 
a pitiful story of present want; but tell 
how he Is fissured by Um proper author­
ities at Washington of a speedy recep­
tion of a long-delayed pension whereby 
he will be able to amply return the loan 
in a very short time. All possible 
money is thus quietly borrowed from 
each individual Spiritualist, and then 
this charming couple quietly fold their 
tent between two days and steal away.

The different kinds of frauds are al­
most unlimited. Will we rouse and go 
to work with ail our might to clean the 
noble ship of Spiritualism from the vast 
accumulation of bhrnacles that is rap­
idly sinking it? Counterfeiters will al­
ways ply their trade until everybody 
who is honest is alert to expose and 
punish them. D EDSON SMITH.

Evansville, Wis.

zine of each Individual soul, and . not 
look to another.

Seeking converse and communion, 
with the risen friends, while incident to 
its Incipient manifestation, has been 
the bane of Spiritualism.

The time is coming when each indi­
vidual will go into his own private 
closet and there obtain the great re­
ward; and to leach how this may be 
done is the work end mission of the 
church of Spiritualism. Hence, be of 
good cheer—a।glorious future awaits 
us. Praise t he«Lord.

. T. W. WOODROW.

AN ENORMOUS TASK.
Trying to ^Regulate or Kill 

Spiritualism.

I GLORIOUS FUTURE.
Truth Cannot Be Monop­

olized.

°“?J. “?H° COLLEGE OF FINEFORCESTo Do All the Good Wo Can

Mrs, Dr. Dolison-Barker
Who 16 so widely1 known as one of the

many

SPIRITUAL HEALERS,
SHE HAS

Soccessfolly Treated
And Cured

Thousands of Patients.
Will Diagnose Your Case

The student# of thl# College, represent four con 
_ fiaenu, gnd many of them are physjelaw, medic*" 
. professor#, or clergymen. Hudson Tuttle, the well! 

known author, calls this coliege “Au institute of 
re£nc? thcrapeut!ca,■'which la fast becoming of world- 

। । wide fame, and attracting students from many coun- 
y । tries. It builds on exact science, and Includes the 

> magnetic, electric, cbemlc#l. solar, and spiritual 
forces w^lch underlie everything. Its course cau be 

« fthomc, and a diploma conferring the title of 
p. (Doctor of Magnetics) grunted.” Send stamp 
for catalogue. • . ■

A cheaper and simpler ACADEMIC OOURBE has 
been established for those who do not wish to take 
tbe more elaborate COLLEGE COURSE. It covers 
new and beautiful Inetliods of Nature, which are

G. WALTER LYN^
THE EMINENT

Mental Healer and 
Gifted Psychic. 

health restored.
powerful to heal and upbuild. Address E. D. BAB­
BITT, M. D„ LL. D.: Dean, 61 North Second gL, San 
Jose. California. -555

By Common Sense Methods

DR. J. S. LOUCKS
Il the oldest and most successful Spiritual Physician 

now In practice. HU cures are
THE MOST MARVELOUS

of this age. Hls examinations are correctly made, 
and free to all who send him name, age, aex and lock 
of hair, aud six cent# in »tampi. He doesn’t ask for 
any leading symptom. A clairvoyant doesn’t Deed 
any. Address

J. S. LOUCKS, M. D.,

For thp Care of Mental 
and Physical Ailments,

OBSESSION CURED.

REQUIREMENTS:
Lock of hal^ age, sex, one leading 

symptom, full* name;; three 2-cent 
stamps and plain full address.

• SEND TO

Mrs. Dr, Dobson-Barker,
Box 133. BAN JOSE. CAL.

MRS. MAGGIE WAITE
Resdlbg by id#|1. #1.06. Buiiuesa advice a specialty.

21V Stale St, Albany, N.Y. . -. 576O

Card from Annie Lord Chamber- 
lain.

Dear friends, you can greatly help me care for my 
blind elater. Jennie L. Webb, one of tbe earliest me­
diums dow Jn tho form,' by writing a letter to a spirit 
friend. Send It to me with 11, and I will try and get 
reply by Independent writing or whispers. Address 
Aunlo Lord.Chamberlain, Milford, Mass. MH*

DON’T READ THIS.
Frances L. Loucks, the only psychic wonder living, 

that uses the spiritual X-ray without any leading 
Symptom to direct, aud locates all Internal diseases. 
A trial will convince you. Nervous exhaustion and

Stoneham. Mui.

Bangs Sisters,
PHENOMENAL MEDIUMS.

■ Independent date and paper writing* dally. 
Spirit Portrait Work a Specialty.

Bend stamp for booklet.
651 W. Adams St. Cob. Wood.

Phone “Ashland 1912” Chicago, ill.

The Art of Attainment
taught by mail. A scientific system of 
practical self-culture which upfolds la­
tent gifts and develops body and mind to 
the highest possible degree of excel­
lence. Valuable literature free.

Uriel Budhauan, Dept. P. T..
Box 210. Chicago, 111.

MRS. O. PARTRIDGE, 
Psychometric, reads from handwriting, date of birth 
or photo. Trial reading. 25 eta; full reading, #L(jO. 
Mineral examinations accurately made, #1.00. 54 N.
62nd ave.. Chicago, 111. 598

WATER OF LIFE M^K 
act. liver uud kidneys. Il will cure Bright*# disease or 
diabetes. It imparts vigor to the whole system and
will fully restore lout vitality to auy organa of the 
body, la au unfailing cure for weak eyes. Thousand# 
of persona fioin oil purls testify to Ite merits as a

lost vigor of bulb lexea successfully treated, as hun­
dreds can testify. Send name, age, sex, complexion ...____
and ten cents In Hamps, and receive ft correct dluguo- great health restorer. Sold in 5 gallon carboys at 
sli of your case free, worth dollars Lo you. Address, I #3.60 each, money lo accompany order. Wyoming 

Mineral Water Co., No. 50 8. Main St., Wilkes Barre,FRANCES L. LOUCKS, 
Lock Box L Stonebain, Mass.

NEW DREAM BOOK

Pa. 612

- OCCULT BOOKS CATALOGUES OF
v^'-'^^J ^^^*^U 10,00) works nulled 
free by Captain Geo. Wnlrund. 306 Opera Home Build

1.000 Dreams aud their Interpretation; price. 25 
cents; rent by null ou receipt of price, iu coin or 
•tamps. Addrcrs DR. R. GREER. May wood, 111. 65 6t

Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated.

By Watson Heaton. Price, boards, #1; clotb.li.50.
Heston It Inimitable.

F. WALKER.
Trance Clairvoyant.

I am enabled through this wonderful trance to 
give you such accurate teal and reading ai to com­
pletely convluco any one and make Spiritualist# of 
ll,'m-A*111, e1'® y°u a complete life roading for 
only il.ou. I will refund money to the diasatlafled 
#ntU *bere. I 7*11 t° deacrlbo accurately'your spirit 
frleuoa aud loved ones. Address PERCEVILLE 
WALKER, Lock Box 15U0. Farnam. Neb. coo

CHART FREE.
By a Bohemian Gypsy •Astrologer and Clairvoyant. 

Bend age, color of eyes aud hair, lu own baud writing. 
Address GEO. WELLES, Box 180, Newark, N. J. 606

LIFE READING COMPLETE.

log. Denver, Colo.

Marguerite st. omeR briggs. psychic.
Spiritual and Murines* advice si. i’lagnoslug of 

minerals a specialty. Andress 106 Clifford St., De 
troll, Mich. 60J

Self-Hypnotic Healing.
25.000 people to dale of March 1,1901. have professed 

of curing themselves of inch diseases kb they had. 
failed lu with medicine. All accomplished Ibrongh 
the tea; bluff* of my original system of SELF-HYP- 
NOT1U CONTROL which also develops the Psychic 
powers of ujfd. enabling blm to control hit dreams, 
read the minds of friend# and enemies, visit unknown 
parts of the earth, rohe bard problems Id this trance 
and remember all when awake. FIVE COMPLETE 
TRIAL LESBONb will b# sent for only 10c silver and 
2-cenlstnmp for postage, actually enabling tbe slu- 
dent to accompli*b wonders without further charge.

PROF. R. E. DUTTON. Pb. D.
6C6 IBtb and O st., Lincoln, Neb.

VATTD TPriTnDP portrayed free. I J? UlUlUh With my advice your 
succeae li anured. Send Hump and lock of hair lo 
Hlmgren, Lock Box 2162, Hau Franclvro, 
Cal* (iu?

For Free Diagnosis of disease, 
send five two-cent stamps, age, name, 

fex and own handwriting.

READINGS AND BUSINESS AD- 

VICE, by mall, $J.OO and two stamps.

Address 1512 Franklin St, 
Oakland. Call.

t1

BETTER THAN GOLD.
Elixir of Life Nos. One and Two
Cures all forms of atomach, liver and kidney dtecuei 
also constipation. A sure care forthat tired, worn-out 
feeling. Guaranteed to assist year system to health 
with pure, rich blood. Sufficient quantity for one 
mouth aeut for #1.00.

One package of our Maguellzed Compound for sore 
eyes or poor eyesight. lias been used aud praised by 
thousands in all pares of tbe world. Sent for 60 cents, 
or all three sent postpaid for SLOO. with Varma's 
photo and Instructions how to live WJ jcare.

Melted Pebble Spectacles
Restore lost vision. Writs for Illustrate! Circular# 

•bowlugstyles and prices aud photo ot Spirit Varma, 
who developed tbis clairvoyant power lu me. I cad 
adjust my Melted Pebble Spectacles as perfectly to 
your eyes Id your own Lome as If you were In my 
office, as ih»"SHuds can testify, fiend stamp for photo. 
B. F. 1* OLE A: CO..43 Evanston a».. Chicago, 111.

The Ghrlsi 
(MOR 
Settled

JESUS, MAN, 
Medium, Martyr.

A Symposium by • 
W. E. Coleman. J. 
8. Love land, Hua son 
Tuttle, Moses Hull,

J. R. Buchanan, B. B. Hill, Rabbi I. M« 
Wise, Col. Ingersoll—and what the spir­
its say about it. By

J. M. PEEBLES, M. D.
Whether this book Betilea the question or nof, 1( 

Will bo found eminently entertaining, and bring# to­
gether a mas* of evidence to establish tho historical 
Character of Josus. A large volume, cloth, #1.25. Fo# 
aale at tbit office.

A. Schopenhauer Essays.
Translated by T. B. Saunders. Cloth, 75c.

CONTENTS.—The Wisdom of Life; Counsels and 
Maxims;; Religion and other Essays; The Art of 
Literature; Studies In Pessimism.

‘•Schopenhauer is one of tne few philosophers who 
can be generally understood without a commentary, 
All hia tbeorle# claim to be drawn direct from fact#, 
tobeiuggesUd by observation, and to Interpret tho 
world as It li; and whatever view he takes, be li con- 
atantin hls appeal to th# experience of common life. 
This characteristic endows hia style with a freshness 
and vigor which would be difficult to match In tho 
philosophical writing of any country, and Impossible 
In that of Germany. —Translate-.

For aale at thia office.

THE GOD IDEA ’
OF THE ANCIENTS, „

Or Bex In Religion. By Elisa Burt Gamble. "I tis a 
sensible, quiet, logical statement of opinion, deduced 1- > 
at times curiously from statist las which might be 
open to doubt; and never fora moment sensational or 
revolutionary—Chicago Herald. 829 pages, large 
type, olotb bound. Price #2.25. For sale at ibis office
■MMaaBMM*mi«BmaHw^M»«M*«wwM» .^r- ^

A Few Words About the Devil, 
And Other Essays.

By Charles Bradlaugh. With the story of hia life 
as told by himself, and tbe history of his parliamen­
tary struggle. With portrait. Paper, Wc.

PAN-AMERICAN VISITORS
Can secure choice rooms in advance by addressing C.
HAGEN, D.S. Morgan Building, Buffalo, N. Y. 612

Myself cured, I will gladly inform any ono addicted to

Morphine, Opium, Laudanum,

Special fifty yoaru' clairvoyant meditation of your 
particular case. Wonder* aud mysteries al) along tbe 
path of your life, ftorn Infancy to old age revealed. 
Queer and startling evidence of spirit power with 
piyclilc tests nod wonders of clairvoyance, claksudl- 
euce, mediumship aud tbe occult is given In this read* 
log. Enclose only W: not #25 as others charge for 
much leas truth than I give. Address MI8B JFAV. 
ETTE M DUTTON. 16th nnd 0 Streets Lincoln. Nek

The Philadelphia!- Press bas taken 
upo$ Itself Abe enormotib task of reg­
ulating Spiritualism by proclaiming 
that all mediums are fakes and not 
worthy of credence. No ddubt many 
exposures,have been made, but who are 
the mediums. Did It ever'occur to the 
editor of the Philadelphia Press that 
these fake mediums are a crop of their 
own making. Good mediums never en­
ter the fraud arena, hence there Is lit­
tle use In denouncing them with that 
they are not guilty of.

It has been the policy of the majority 
of the secular press to put down Spirit­
ualism, ever since it became known 
that there was no gods or devils at­
tached to It, If tlie foundation of Spir­
itualism .had been laid on dogmatic 
creeds It would hove been quite differ­
ent from what ft is now. Spiritualism 
proper originated In the spirit world, a 
place that the Press has never had any 
knowledge of, but it exists and the peo­
ple living there are a power to behold.

Millions and millions of people living 
In the spirit world have been waiting 
for the time to come when they could 
return with safety and Influence me­
diums, and give to the world the 
knowledge of another life after the 
death of the body.

. How much sorrow has been pre­
vented, and how much Joy has been, re­
ceived through the Influence of modern 
Spiritualism.

True -mediumship Is something to be 
prized very highly. Were there more 
of them civilization would reach a 
higher standpoint than it ever has be­
fore. If the N. S. A. will keep a watch­
ful eye on those fake mediums, they 
will soon discover that the spirits have 
no use for them and never go near 
them. It lb the policy of tne leaders of 
old theology to do all they can to pre­
vent the. spread of Spiritualism, know­
ing as well they do that it will destroy 
all their hopes and leave theni without 
a salary to .support their families on. 
Old theology dies hard, but die it must, 
for Spiritualism has come to take its 
place, and give to the world nn inspired 
religion that will prove to be of much 
greater benefit than anything they had 
to help civilize the world.
, ,The Philadelphia Press had better 
study the wants of the people, and if it. 
is not able to give them a better theory 
to dwell "Upon than, the one .they have 
now with all the God attachments, they 
will be wise tqqkeep-quiet .
i The advance [thought that Spiritual­
ism is proclaiming tb the world .is gain­
ing strength every day, .the clergy of all 
denominations iare stealing its thunder 
and applying ifi:to their own-use; The 
religious drfrkiiess that prevailed over 
the land a half ceriTury ago' has been 
penetrated by Ahe mew light'of Spirit­
ualism, and* weohaveimore4han-a hope 
that life is immbrtali) Through our me­
diums, we have. learned' that another 
world exists ini.which all humanity en­
ter after the deathb of the body. Is 
there a preacher or an editor that kne,w 
this before? The. ptilplt-and the press 
were nearly dumfounded when the rift 
in the clouds had berm made, and a lov­
ing being from the spirit world an­
nounced hls presence, and proclaimed 
that all humanity htid a home to dwell 
in, and lived forever. It was then that 
fhe Devil began to lose his power and 
the gods have been nearly forgotten.
. If’the Philadelphia Press has no. 
stronger argument to offer than those 
it has advanced, Spiritualism will con-: 
tlnue to flourish as It never has before, 
for It has greater truths yet to unfold.
I " . DR. WM. CLEVELAND, 

Minneapolis, Minn. ...,•.-..

Of Cocaine, of a never-failing hannleu Home Cure. 
/ 1 Mas. M. E. Baldwin. P. O. Box 1212. Chicago, IU..

———^——^-—-. . .. - , ■ _

Appeals to Methodists.
A ihort discourse by spirit Bishop Haven, given au­
tomatically through tho hand of Carrie E. 8. Twlng. 
Price 2()c. For sale al this office.

God in the Constitution.
By Robert O. Ingersoll. One of tbe beat papers Colo* 
ne) Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover, with like- 
nets of the author. Price 10 cents. For sale at this 
office.

Do You Need Spectacles?
If so, try Poole’s perfected Melted 

Pebble lens, a perfect assistant to the 
eyes for near and fa,? vision. They In­
duce a renewed action of the nerves, 
muscles and blood-vessels and a return 
of natural vigor to the eyes.

My method of fitting is by spirit 
fiower and clairvoyance. I have fol- 
owed this work for fifteen years, fit­

ting thousands of people by this method 
in this and foreign countries. I have 
hundreds of letters from my patrons, 
telling me of the benefits received by 
tbeir use. Please write for Illustrated 
circulars explaining / my. method of 
treatment, also showing styles and 
prices. Address B. F. -POOLE, 43 Ev­
anston avenue, Chicago. Ill.

20tti Gontury Guido 
TO 

PALMISTRY THE GOSPEL OF NATURE.
IT IS A MOST EXCEL­

LENT WORK*'
— ^

Tbli work 11 by DR. M. L. SHERMAN, twilled ^ 
PROF. W. F. LYON. Heretofore It has Men sold fot 
#1. but ths price now has been reduced to #1. It li a 
book that will interest and instruct. It contains 480

This Is the simplest, clearest and yet 
the most exhaustive presentation this 
interesting science has yet received. 
All of the discoveries, investigations 
and researches of centuries are summed 
up in this practical, fascinating treatise 
on Palmistry.

There Is no trait, no characteristic, no 
Inherited tendency, that Is not marked 
on the palm of the hand and can be 
traced with unerring accuracy by fol­
lowing the principles enforced by the 
numerous and timely illustrations pre­
sented In this

Great Book of the Zancigs.
. Of all the studies, the science of the

pages, and la full of auggeitlve thought!. Dr. Shar­
man was a medium of rare qualities, and hia work la a 
reflection from tha celestial spheres. It treats of the 
Soul of Things; Intelligence In Substance; Animal In­
tellects; Purity; Balvallua; Discords; Good and BvU| 
Unnatural Ideas; Church HlBtorn Progression; Inber- 
ant In SubHance; The Nebul0“‘™e°ry? tt^"  ̂
Entitles: Justice; Impregnation of the Virgin, Tha 
Science of Death; Spiritual ^^.J’ ^Tfi^ 
Mourning; The Confounding of L»W TfJ W 
Abodes; Matter and Spirit; Ski “d^Wf* S^i 
al Organisms: Bom Again; The Key; spirit BLogrt- 
phy; Goes to Heaven; A Slave Master: etc., eto-

The author says: "Each Individual partakes of 
both physical and mental or spiritual ailment for him­
self. Each one must digest their various kinds ef food 
for themselves, and that U all they can poaaibly do 
whether they be priest or layman, teacher or pupn.

INVISIBLE HELPERS
Materialism in Spiritualism has fallen 

off, but real Spiritualism has suffered 
no decline. If noise and clatter, fuss 
and feathers, constitute Spiritualism, 
then Indeed we have entered an era of 
decadence. The small streams ‘‘anti 
rivulets, emptying Into the Amazon 
moke more noise than .the Amazon. 
The angel’s trumpet has sounded, and 
“many of them that slept In the dust of 
the earth”- have been awakened by tbe 
noise of the trumpet. Now. the real 
work of Spiritualism ^advaiices quietly. 
It goes out in all directions so rapidly 
we can’t catch and hold1 it aS our own 
exclusive property. , ' - • • *

An idea once turned loose upon earth 
Is absolutely unmanageable—uncon­
trollable.. No association or ; organizap 
tion has a monopoly tpbn a truth, aud 
none can be so walled and barricaded 
as to exclude it.

So of Universalism—sp of -Spir|tuat- 
ism. . Our selfishness 'would; have It 
otherwise—we would like to control our 
favored truth to turn It to. our own. ac­
count “Come nnd _get dCbf us,” we 
say, “you can have the pure article at 
reasonable rates,” •

Universalism has been on the decline 
the same as .Spiritualism,-judging by 
the Universal^ church: organization— 
not so many active churches In Kansas 
or Iowa as there were,years ago—and 
I understand in .the Eastern.. states 
many churches'jonce ,occupied, are now 
vacant But the growth am} progress 

.of Universalism, has • beenabsolutely 
overwhelming; At has knocked, hell out 
of all theology, to express, it, mildly. 
Hardly any.tise Apy more toe the Uul- 
versallst machine—that is- the trouble 
with the church. -
. Where an organization, absorbs ad­
vancing ideas It keeps oh, growing.
/ Wliefe A-man is first..: converted to 
Spiritualism he makes a fuss about it— 
talks it on the street, tells it to all he 
meets—like some , insects larger when 
first hatched. He sobers down after 
awhile; becomes ' quiet, seldom men­
tions it, but enjoys it no less In the 
sanctuary of his heart. • Has. Spirituals 
ism declined with him?-L>'•'

So of a nation. ? •' 1 ■ 
'.In years, past. Spiritualism has con­
sisted of medium consulted, test hunt­
ers, marveLmougers. ; It seems to be 
necessary'for every mah And every na­
tion to pass through this’condition in

A Very Excellent and Compre­
hensive Work.

hand has the most powerful claim upon
our attentions, 
medical men as

nLFVV“UtVTu“ru ^ypv#1eal«^^ of that faod and noup
The church, the laity^^phmentef which 1 Individually partake and dlg«*U 
a bndv and even the My soul must expand by virtue #f tbe aaul «•«“«• 

which I individually gather and comprehend or digest-legal profession, now espouse the 
cause^of Palmistry and use it in their 
profession. The physician finds it an 
Infallible test in diagnosing diseases, 
while the lawyer finds it of utmost Im­
portance In detecting criminals.

“As It Is written in the hand” Is 
Scripture. A firm hand-shake expresses 
sincerity and honesty. When the hand 
is kept closed it is a sure sign of se­
crecy. If you think a man is speaking 
falsely, watch his hands. No man cau 
tell a Ue and keep Jils hands open. If 
you want to know yoiiY fellow-men, if 
you wapt to know and master yourself 
—yotfr happiness and your destiny, this 
book will teach you. Illustrated with

For tale at thia office.
One from the Theosophical Stand* 

,. point# 1

This work, “Invisible Helpers,” writ­
ten by 0. W. Leadbeater, the remark­
able English psychic (whose lectures 
have graced the columns of The Pro­
gressive Thinker),- is certainly very In­
teresting and suggestive throughout 
It treats of the “Universal Belief in tbe 
Invisible Helpers,” the “Angel Story," 
“Work Among the Dead,” “What Lies 
Beyond.” , The work Is neatly bound In 
cloth, and the price Is 55 cents.

RELIGION OF THE FUTURE.
BY a WEIL.

mMh 11J5. * * • P*P«‘« 50 cenU
uwn , gt ^Qg mitten by one of tbe

^^11 * ^ft powerful and most truly religion# 
fceeneit. J^oi t P0 Jt ^ particularly a work which 
®indJi of tne u»x* b#n^ Of ujpgg wh0 ^g frggjj

' ibould be P^ °.b0 dogmix of orthodoxy and from 
I themielvea frj® ^aWrfailitlo icleflce. for it will

Prophet of Tlaskanata.

A MOST REMARKABLE WORK.

Esoteric Lessons.

iSt. Louis, Mo W. F. PECK

suffer from so-called purely corporeal 
disease only because, they form errohe* 
ous. judgment; ,also, Jo. show that the

The object of this book, considered a 
most excellent one by some, Is to es? 
tabllsh what is commonly regarded as

4 •VLIsbeth. A Story of Two Worlds.” 
By Carrie E. S. Ttvhig. Richly imbued'

“Buddhism and Its Christian Critics.'*. 
By Dr. Paul Caros. An excellent study 
of Buddhism; compact yet comprohe* 

lira. Paper, 60 cents. Cloth. UM

purely physical health upon a purely 
psychical basis; to show that health is 
knowledge, wisdoms/insight; that men For sale at this office;

WISDOM OF THE AGES

Mu^iaio, ijji^a^is^bifc^aa

CbNTXNTi: The Beginning#: Fundamental Frisch • 
Mm; Fannation of Couteuauona, Systems, bom , 
Planet# and SatelUIM. The Orkln of Met#** and 
Comets;The Omni; Kingdom; TieOriffta »f Vik 
Man—Hls Attributes and Fowera; The Botf-Jtar It ■ 
Receives and Iinpana Knowledge; How »• Soni Re­
ceives I 
The Ki 

•Sense; 1 
eenareti

Price, cloth, tLOR /

.••The Molecular Hypothesis of Na* 
ture.” By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood. 

;; Prof,. Lock wood Is .recognized as one of 
the ablest lecturers vod the spiritual ros- 
truin. In this little volume he presents 
in succinct form the substance of hls 

: lectures on the Molecular; Hypothesis 
of Nature; nnd presents Tils views ae 

•* JemoristuitagA scientific basis of Spir- 
' Itualism. The book is commended to 

all wlo to^e to study and think; For 
ulo at this office. . Price. K.centi.

^Lbngie/s beautiful Bongs." ~ Four­
teen.--beautiful, soul-inspiring --songs, 

•with music, by C. * Payson Longley. 
- Price by ' mall,' 15“cents. - For sale at 
; office.’ ■

MUCH TRUTH IN fl.4 •

Calls for a General Spiritualist 
House-Cleaning.

. There Is . so much truth in the article 
on the.-Decline of Spiritualism, in the 
Philadelphia Press of May 1, that It be­
hooves. all earnest Spiritualists to unite 
In a general house-cleaning. True me­
diumship is the. highest and most sa­
cred gift ^humanity : possesses. It 
alone throws the brilliant searchlight of 
hope into 4he future. It alone takes 
away the sting of death. But it is a 
deplorable fact that a large army of 
conscienceless persons throughout the 
whole land are deceiving tlie people .in 
the name of Spiritualism. IC the money 
thus fraudulently taken from earnest, 
weeping seekers for light from the be­
yond the grave could’be used in prop­
erly spreading the knowledge, of true 
Spiritualism, . a flood of joyful light 
would burst upon the people. -
. .It,cannot be .denied,that all sorts of 
deceptions are practiced upon the c urli­
est seekers for light from the unseen I 
world/.The mass of .these seekers are- 
So honest themselves,- and unsuspecting 
that they are easily deceived.

In my.opinion the only remedy is in 
constantly showing up the frauds and 
punishing the, counterfeiters as severe­
ly as possible. Warn the people con-, 
stoutly against putting confidence in 
any so-called medium unless he or she 
has proper credentials from a capable, 
responsible committee which should be 
appointed in every district to- carefully 
examine every^ public professed me­
dium. ‘ ".X'/i a ■ ” ' •• • 
: 'Within-, tha past week a man told me 

dn-Chicago that he took thousands of 
dollars last summer from people hoping 
to: geLsoineiword from loved ones In 
tho great, beyond, by. means of a bare- 

/fpcpd mechanical fraud In one of the 
city, parks ,ofv amusement • And this 
same, man- Is now busy completing an

50 engravings, charts and hands of 
। prominent people. Beautifully bound 

। In Holllston cloth, with designs in gold 
and inks. Price $1.00. Sent charges 

BevelatiGRS from Zortoulem, U16 paid, to any,address upon receipt of 
P^h'^ ACTIoolronoin P^e- Address all orders to this office.

A Mine of Valuable Reflections 
and Suggestions.

This work was automatically; tran­
scribed by George A. Fuller, M. D4 a 
gentleman who stands high as a lec­
turer and medium. It Is a mine of val­
uable reflections and suggestions. The 
paragraphs are short,;-suggestive and 
inspiring.. Evefy one.of them leads to 
something higher, grander, nobler: 
Price $1.00. - \ : <

An Argument Against Physical 
Causation. '

itupendoM moral cosmos tbit will 
confusioni that only verifiable te 
Ue childhood period of faith and 
’•ded by knowledge and facta. ]

'.' THOMAS PAINE
SOME OF HIS NOTED WORKS

FROM INDIA
TO THE PLANET MARS

Fascinating, Interesting and In 
structive.

By Th. Flournoy, Professor of Psy­
chology Jn the University of Geneva. 

. “This Is an account of ihe'experlments 
With the ’Geneva Medium/ Helene 
Smith. In her trances she. lives the 
dual existence of an Indian princess 
and of-an inhabitant of the planet 
Mars. Professor Flournoy and bl? fel­
low scientists have for more than five 
years experimented with these astound­
ing physical, phenomena.” ' ’

This Is ^ work of thrilling Interest. 
It bas excited great attention in this 
country and In Europe. Price $1.6(1

Lift of Thomas Paine,
By Editor of the NttlonpJwltb Preface and Notex 

Ay Peter Kcklor. Illustrated with view* of tbe aid 
Paine Homeatead and Paine Monument, at New 
Rochelle, also, portrait! of Thomas Clio Rickman, 
Joe Barlow, Mary Wollstonecraft, Madame Roland, 
Condorcet, Brissot, and the moat prominent of Paine’# 
friends hi Europe and America. Cloth, 75 cents.

The Age of Reason;
Being in tuTeitlgition of True end Fabuloui The­

ology. Anew and complete edition, from new plates 
and new type; 188 pages, post 8vo, Paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents.
Common Sense.

A Revolutionary pamphlet addressed to thetnhab 
Hants of America in 177#, with explanatory notice by 
an Engl tai t author. Paper, 15 cents.
The Rights of Man.

Parts X and II, Being an answer to Mr. Burke*# 
Muck upon tbe French Revolution. Pott 8ro., 271 
pages. Paper, 80 cents; Cloth, 60 cents,

Paine’11 Complete
Theological Works.

Ag#of Beason, Examination of Ue Prophecies, etc. 
II1UB. edition. PollSvo., 482 pages. Cloth, SUM)
Paine’r Political Works.

Common Sense, Tbe Crisis, Rights of Man, etf 
Illustrated edition. Post 8ro„ 650 pagta. OotklUXn 
postage, 20 cents.

Griffin, Development and Destiny 
of Man. : , >

A Scientific and Philosophical 
Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher.

belug converted -from ilintci'mHsm to 
Spiritualism^ But the tfu^ Work of tbo 
converts does riot begin till’this condl- 
Hon is past. We hate coine to tbe era 
of real work and substantial.progress, with t^ philosopliy of - Spiritualist 
We have come to the firtt dfjpur Mount Price $1. For sate ot this office/’ ‘ 
Zion, tbe organized and • discipline^ . .••Longley’s Beautiful Songs.9 T#L 2. <*nCv».^-» - .^v .^“v«-v.-.-.vmB^wu» ~.  ----- - «, ^^.r-— ^-^.^^
church, and th^preaehed word will-her greet Bongs and music for home and . the known history of: mankind. ■ This .79 pages of racy reading. Price 25 
to teach men how to obtain, the soul-’oocial meetings. For «le at tWeofficBt1 work As/by .Sarah. Stanley Grimke. I cents. For Bale at the office of The 
feeding truth but .of theMfifinlt^^^ iMealft ooaia» / ? -. -/ ---^;-.- e Frice gl.&h ’ . v -, ' ' " Progressive Thinker,

fundamental erroneous judgment is. 
that there.is any such’thing in the uni­
verse as physical„causation,.a belief in 
Which leads both directly and Indirectly 
to disease,' Often directly In ..case of . “Spiritual Fire Crackers, Bible Chest-: 
the Individual, but more commonly In- nuts and Political Pin Points.” By J. 
dlrectly'as a race-belief hold throughout 8. Harrington. A pamphlet containing


