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- WERES ASWERED.

- The National Lyceum Asso
' - clatien. - -
I : N . . LT .

" In the last issue of The Progressive
Thinker, I notice & communlcatlon from
one of the officers of thie Natlonal Ly-
ceum Assoclation which contalus quer-
ies that ave certt(iilulyhg)exitlaent to the
subjeet introduced in his letter,” :

A:J;‘secretary of the N, 8. L. A, 1 have
done my utmost ‘ith my pen te enlist
the Interest of local lyceums and many
who are prominent in the field as active
workers, - 1'have written upwards of
one hundreds letters In answer to quer-

"“1en relative to our work, In many in-
stances, outlined a_routine of general
work for young lyceums; sometimes the
Jetfers have covered pages of type-writ-
ten manuscript, 1 have written to the
Yocal lyceums chartered with the N. 8,
L. A, and earnestly urged co-operation,
I wrote to every member of the board
late In the fall, setting forth our plan of
work for the present season, relative to
the publication of the Lyceum Herald,
and asked for assistance in the way of
literary contributions, 1 _recelved re-
plies from all excepting Brother Kates,
and as no answer came from him, 1 con-
cluded the letter failed to reach him,
yet It was not returned to me,

1 have written occasional articles for
the different Spiritualist papers, an-
nouncing that I would go anywhere, to
assist In organizing lyceums or in work-
ing up revivals in lyceum work; I bave
.stated emphatically, in every Instance,
that 1 would give my services—that
there would be no charge except actual
traveling expenses and entertaininent,
1. have made the same offer to camp-
meeting managements, but fall to meet

» with anything like a respopse from the
directors of the camp-meetings. I have
written the Jocal lyceums, asking for
monthly reports for publication, less
than a half-dozen have responded.

" Applications have come from time to

 time for Lesson Sheets, Lyceum deco-
rated cards, ete. I have made this fact
kKnown on several occaslons, through
the columns . of = the Spiritualist
papers, and have stated that material
for such matter had been prepared and
would be printed as soon as we had
funds to pay for the printing. I have
written personal letters relative to this
matter, and pot recelved one penny in
réponse outside of the mesgre sub-
scrlptions -that were sent for Thought

; Gems. I would say here the Lesson

t Sheets were discontinued at the end of
six months, because there were not suf-
ficlent funds In the treasury to warrant
furtber publication, - This ‘action was
in accordance with the decision of the
bhoard in the apnual meeting held in
Ohleago. Many who received the Les-
son Bheets, suggested that something In
the shape of & children’s paper would
be more desirable than Thought Gems,
and so it has proved.

Brother Kates says: “The N. 8. A, is
showing the great possibilities of good to
come from organization;” no one real-
izes this fact more than the secretary of
the N, 8. L. A,, but it hag taken years of
experlence, and many dollars to make it

ossible for the N. 8. A. to stand where
t does at the present time. The N. 8.
L. A. I8 a child of the N. 8. A,; it is
justly proud of its parentage, but it bas
been left to beg and struggle as best it
could, and from force of circumstances,
crowded into close quarters, with no op-
portune time to present its claims, or to
recelve suggestions and advice from
those who make up its parent associa-
tion.

Through the generosity of a few noble
squls, a fund was raised during the N.
8. A. meeting in Oleveland, last October,
and it was the expressed wish of those
who gave the largest sums that an ef-
fort should be made to start a children’s
paper. The conversation on this point
was held after the meeting adjourned.
On the day followlng, the National Con-
ductor, Treasurer and Secretary-held a
conference and after considering the
matter at length, it was decided to

. make the venture, This could not have
been done, were 1t not that Mr. W. H.
Bach, the treasurer, offered the use of
type, ete., gratuitously, and in addition
volunteered his services whatever they
might be {n connection with the paper,
-free of charge.

The Secretary was urged to assist in
the enterprise, and consented, knowing
jt'would be an added burden to her

.crowded life, but her interest Is first,

last, and at-all times in the work for

. - children, and she took the responsibility’

* ... in connection With Mr. Bach, of getting.

out the little paper which seems to
. meet with' favor wherever received.

+ ..~ Boon as we decided to undertake this

work, e sent the announcement to the

", papers and urged that all who were In-

terasted in the welfare of the children,

" should ald in the enterprise with money
and literary contributions.. - -

If every member of the Board did not

recelve coples of the paper, it was no

. - fault of mine, nor-did 1.deem it neces-

sary to appeal to the officers personally

for aid in any direction, fully believing

every oue would do'all;it:were possible

{0 make the work a success. ° -

1 thoroughly believe in-Brother Kates

ag an efficient lyceum worker, I hear

none but good reports of his work, and.

+  certainly there are none ‘more earnest
than be. We need his aid on the paper,
he: is -peculiarly adapted to lesson ly-
ceum work, and I trust be will contrib-
ute as time and:opportunity may allow.
If we can issue a monthly. children's
piper—one that will be ‘entertaining

"+ and instructive,'and make It .at_the
" - pame time 4 medium of eomimunication
"« betwaen Iyceums, it will do. much  to:

-V upite the.lycenps gnd. create nﬁon.én_ess

“wf purpose and In the work. - . -

If ‘mistakes bave been .mmade in  the
. past, we should let them go, and think
. 'of them only as object lessons that have
- pessibly given us to understand a better

wyay. o . v o
" 3¥ith kindly feelings toward all and a
détermination to work for the children

and. youth in our ranks, as -long .as”

ength 1s given me, I am, as ever,
Bﬁ‘ g 18 MATTIE E. HULL.
\TTI :

' f_[fo: rbject"réllglon‘is the first steb‘ité'_-,

wards moral excellence.—~Thoredu, ' -

GOD AND MAN.
The Thoughts of An Infidel.
NUMBER ONE,’

L} . . —

Humanity, in the measurement of
matter, has been ascending and de-
scending' vague pathways through the
vista of ages In search of a God, On
the pilgrimage men have recognized
something delfic in the rock masses, the
forests, the ocean, the rivers, the flow-
ers, the sun, and thus filled the Pan-
theon with gods, Butin the progress of
the human soul we find these deifica-
tions becoming beautifully less, until
finally the existence of God 18 denied
entirely by a class of people whom the
church denounces as Infidels. Now, an
honest infidel who denies the existence
of God and does right, is superior in
many respécts to one who pretends to
know all about God, and then remains
infidel to every cardinal principle of di-
vine nature. The former may he just,.
unpretentious and pure-minded, while
the latter may be lacking in these attri-
butes, .

Some people have worshiped fire and
others have sought to symbolize their
gods in various ways and made images
of wopd, stone, gold and silver, and
bowed down and worshiped these; and
in this enlightened age of ihe world
man s bowing down and worshiping a
chureh and a book, withont understand-
ing what thiese are supposed to rep-
resent, R

We find In the church those who eall
themselves devout followers of the
Master, far more zealous in uplolding
their special systems of bellef than they
are in practicing the moral principles he
taught, .

You may laugh at the Mohammedans
who prostrate themselves hefore thelr
priests, But our good Roman Catlolics,
while they are smiling at them, stoop
down and kiss the bronze toe of St.
Peter, and think that a very sacred rite
fndeed. And while they are doing that,
our evangellical votaries eat the
baker's bread and drink the vender's
wine as acts of homage and devotion,
To the honest infidel one rite is as ab-
surd as another.

Spiritualism recognizes no personal
deity, seated upon a throne, surrounded
by saints and angels singing psalms,
playing upon golden harps and crowped
with gold, dwelling in a city walled
with jewels, paved with gold. Nature
with her immutable laws of change and
growth, of evolution from lower to
bigher forms of life, s infinitely sn-
perior to any personal god residing in a
gettled place. o

There is an unseen, ever-present force
prineiple or law that cnuses the grand
phenomena of life in thelr varied forms.
Through the aid of intuition and philo-
sophic reasoning wk may realize that
we are surrounded by an unceasing en-
ergy which, as part of our own nature,
nids us to progress, and in which effects
we perceive a divine origin or cause,
and so interpret tbat which speech is
unable to effect,

Man, often In the past, has deluded
himself with many fantastic imageries;
but now has come the dawn-of a new
era, and over the distant hills of life
eternal come the messengers of love,
wisdom, truth, bearing the light of the
spiritual gospel that shall lift man
higher and higher untii at last he dwells
fn peace with all the world.

There are yet more and greater divine
revelations to be made; the spirit world
is to be more fully understood, because
spirits are still striving and working;
but they need the working of mortals to
assist them. We are the books on which
are written the records of the ages, and
like great waves that roll in upon the
shores of time, we are the waves on

-which are wafted the great forces -of

infinite souls to create and continue the
work of love. Then let us cultivate that
which will bring us nearer the soul of
things, and the creators wil find-that
willing Instruments are doing their
work, to derbonstrate that which they
would mapifest. It you work in har-
mony with them you will find they are
present with you in your own being.in
a higher and holler conception; and as
you aspire for that which will make you
a better man or woman you are draw-
ing angels closer to you. ’

‘When we consider the antiquity of

.man and see the advancement to his

present condition and achievements,
where shall we dare place the limit?
There seems to be no limit to the pos-
sibilitles of spirit—we may dwell with
the infinite—the divine, that may be
brought down to our use, and go into
the depths of mystery to bring up “the.
jewels of great price.”

While man is finite, he holds within
bimself, In embryo, the possibllitles of
the infinite; but not until these are un-
folded will he be able to comprehend
the Infiriite, When he has compre-
hended himself fully, and knows the
faws of his own life and his own nature,

Tock the mysteries, Each heart and life
is an incarnation of the divine, and if
we strive to live the highest and best
ive know, we are progressing toward
angelhood. : S

We cannot concelve of a personal
God, a high and mighty potentate en-
dowed with parts and passions, of
whom pigmy man is the llkeness. That
the power which governs and permeates
all’ life contains the potency of all in-
telligence, all conselpusness, all activity,

fﬂitg we have no proof, ... S
The nature of mén is’ complex, eon-
sisting of  the physical life of the body,
the animal life of the senses, the intel-
lectlia] Jife of the mind, and the divine
life of “the “soul. Man bas thus ‘been
rooled in every pline of natiire, dpd on
avery:plane is capable of harmony with
nature,-with.himself-and with all, - We
all have a claim to divinity, and each
person_shiould” feel that h& or she is a

of life  but.that there dwells within
them. & sou}, and,by.reason ‘of this are
destined to climb the ladder of "lie,
slowly 'tis true, but nevertheless suttly,
and stand wpon the heights at last, free

then has he found the key that will un-1

¢ do not doubt, but that it is a person:
T 0 o D 6 pert “| the case of every individual,

part of the highest there:is or can be,.
There are none 8o low down in the seale.

from’ the old boilds, _spnﬂ'.npd) dgqgh_ggrg _

AN EXPUSER” OUTED
A Bost.o:h_:' 'Mgt_:i?t—lm More than
- Match for Him,

We have had one of the .old style
Christians at Boston; Hubert C. Brown
he called himself while {n Boston, He
ddvertised that -he.would expose Spirit;
valism; that Spiritualism is a delusion;
that he 'would expese the whole trick-
ery of modern. Spiritualists and teach

the audlence how Spiritualists work |

thelr various deceptions and trickery.

“Hvery opportunity is-given to oppo-
nents to defend their creeds.”+ .

He did not, however, expose Spiritual-
{smo in any case. His tricks were of the
kind boys in New England are familiar
with, I was present and saw the per-
formance,

When the time for reply came, Mr.
Brown was knocked out in debate in
five minutes,. He reviled his opponent
at several of the meetings of the follow-
ing week, Saturday night following
the same man wanted to speak for Spir-
itualistn, when Hubert C. Brown ob-
jected, saying the man was too ignor-
ant, The audience demanded that the
man be heard. In fifteen miuntes Hu-
bert 0. Brown was apgain defeated in
debate, The following Tuesday the
same man met him in reply. Again
Hubert C. Brown objected to the man
having an opportunity to reply for Spir-
{tualism, but the ‘audience demanded
that the Spiritualist medium be given
a chance. This time the medjum proved
from books In the Boston Public Li-
brary that Hubert C. Brown was ignor-
ant of many things he had told the au-
dlence he was educated in. :

Last Saturday night he was again to
expose Spiritualism, He ..would not
allow the medium an opportunity to
speak {n reply, though the medium
obeyed all the ruleg of good soclety and
the laws of Massachusetts in relation to
publiemeetings, Hubert C. Brown was
agaln defeated, and ordered, several
quiet and orderly persons from the
chureh because they were Spiritualists.
_ Some of the things I beard him say
were, “He would lke to do unto all
Spiritual mediums as Elijah bhad done
1o the 4850 prophets who contested with
the Israelites to Dbring fire from
heaven.” .

“And Elijah said unto them, Take the
prophets of Baal; let not one-of them
escape. And they took them: and
Elfjah-brought them down to the brook
Kishon and slew them there."—I, Kings,
18:40. .

On thé same evening Hubert C, Brown
said he would kill al] the mediums along
Washington "and 'Preinont streets, in
Boston, if the witcheraft laws of the
Bible were in force:

To me, Spiritualtsm Is a science. Sei-
ence 18 knowledge; truth ascertalned.
Spiritualism is a sclence; it proves that
the, sb-called, dead return and inanifest
thelr individuality to the lving. This-
is all threre Is to Spiritualism. The rest
{s comment and multiplied evidence.
With other sclentific men and women 1
investigated BSpiritualism and we de-
clare it to be a truth, a knowledge, a

sclence. A. F. HILL.
Boston, Mass.
NOLNGEE00, PR 2 NS

of destiny. There is not a person within
whom there does not dwell a germ of
the possibilities of a divine unfoldment
of gifts. True, there are grades of un-
foldment and grades of divinity, and
cach mortal travels, perbaps, a different
road, but they all meet at the same
place. There is a principle of equal and
exact compensation, and from its ac-
tion there Is no escape.

We are taught that mankind is a
brotherhood; that the elevation of obe-
mind is felt by all; that-the depression
of one I8 felt by all; and as you progress
you bring the world with you. Every
individual has a germ of an intellect
which, if fully developed, would equal
that of the Ideal angels, and if we-are
not well developed on the earth plane
we will have an eternlty in which to |
expand hereaftet. The great school of
earth life is but the infant school of
eternity, and the pupils will go on
learning fotever. ’

This is a world of -beauty,-
As other worlds above,

And if all did their duty
It might be full of love.

The work done by man i8 more or less
perfect in the ratio of the unfoldment
of the divine attributes, To our mind
lumanity partakes of angelhood when
we display our more spiritual character-
istics,  'We may never reach the Abso-
lute, but there I8 ever something ahead
to incite to‘attainment toward the ma-
jestic heights of spirituality, The su-
preme - powers and beings, however
named or Imperfectly comprehended,
being the source of all life, beauty and
beneficence, are worthy of our highest
reverence, aspiration, trust .and love.
Through the ages that are to come each
human being shall unfold in purity and-
gaodness, develop: in beauty and holi-
ness to such a degree as to show a like-
ness to Infinite powers and beings, and
put forth power in achievements and
attributes which will indeed prove to
himself, to herself, and o the world at
Iarge that he or she is destined to reach
the -sublime heights. of spirituality. -

The powers that inhere within us will
cquse us to ever be and act, and wan-
der as we may, the paths that we shall
tread all lead onward and upward, and
thé-purposes of life will be attained in

-Phrodgh the varled experlences thnt
may come to us, & perfect harmony will
be_-ontwrought and each' one shall,
threugh his or her own efforts, be placed
in'sweet accord with &he Infinite whole~
1 pleasing note in the grand symphony
of Infinlte Belng—whose  place none
other can fill=whose unfoldment none
otlier than ourselves: can accomplish.

T “A. H. NICHOLAS.
Summerland, Cal.. R . -

'posed to the laws of mature.—Bluck-
dtome.” | ' . ¢ . )
-+ National &piritualists Convention,.Oc-
‘tober 15 to 18, 1001; Mrs. Mary. T. Long-

- No human law isof-any validity if.op: |

Rev. Dr. R. A, Holland Ap-
proaches Spiritualiem..
ATTUNEMENT OF, THE SOUL TO
THE PRESENCE-QF'ANGEL VISI-
TANTS—DISOUSSION: OF POSSI-
BILITIES RATHER THAN PROB-
ABILITIES — EVIDENCE. WHIGH

HAS BEEN RECEIVED,

Some of the heayars expected that
Rev. Dr, R. A. Holland woilld speak of
Spiritualism in ¢ lis sermion: on the
theme, “Dop the Dead (Fome Back?’ at
St. George’s Episcopal.Ghurch yester-
day morning, He tou@,ﬁed-very lightly
on that phase of the spbject, however,
speaking more particulayly of the culti-
vation of the finer facujtieg of the mind
by which the soul might be attuned.to
the presence of angel visitants. Ma-
terialism, the doctor maintained, was to
be entirely lost sight of in this com-
munion with the dead. :~. -

“We are still,”” he.began his sermon,
“in Hastertide. Laster flgwers are yet
In bloom:. "Easter voices: ring through
the aitn. Easter visions fiow before the
eyes. The risen Christ-has not wholly
vanished,” The problems of his appear;
ance, the truths, the. proofs, the joys
which flow out of it still engage, pos-
sess, delight the spirit, ' Let us not for-
get the church stahds:to bear witness
not merely to a truth; but.to a fact, A
fact is the demonstration of a truth; a
truth s the law of that fact in such
wise that it may not s¢em to be unique
and odd and of the ‘past; Let us not
forget the certainty of the apostles that
a man had come bdck from the "dead
and was thoroughly seen and handied
and talked with, gli’l.i_lﬁ eonsolations
and commissions. This 18 the refrain of
the New Testament; thig is fhe inspira-
tion of apostles, martyrs and confessors.
It was by assurance:of 'this, they lived
and they dled, and, . the blessed con-
tagion of their example, sprend so fast
that soon, very " sqpm, the ‘world was
afflicted with a love’of death as hetter
than life, and men afd wWomen and little
ehildren coveted maiiyrdom as an ec-
‘stasy, o prize, a erowh, ' ' »

“Is it ratignal to Bflieye the evidence
which wag given to, the ﬁrst-_ hirch has
been taken away, 84 that-‘the church
shall live in the -f¥ecillecion? It Is
glibly sald, over an{l pYer again. Yes,
there were mlra‘cleq;"n(}e,, but there are
miracles' ng; more.: By {hat. authotity,
efther of written if'df.:-d‘ff,,of*reason,"
does such 2 canon oxisf?. It was the
ascended Chrlgf, thit came-to Saul.of
Tarsus o his way to‘Damnscus; it was
the ascended Christ that eame to him
again while he was Ip’a trance; it was
the - ascended . Ohrist " that spoke In a
viston to Céruneilus’ ahd sent bim to
Peier; 1t"was the dscended Chrlst that
changed Peter’'s whole' thought of his
kingdom from a kingdom of Jews to a
kingdom wide as all the peoples of the
world. It was the ascended Christ that
by the apparition of.a. man of Mace
donia in the dremimns of the night called
Paul from Asia to Buropé and carried
the church where it.gsoon had 'tts great-
est evidence, its greatest:glory, making
 Christendom Buropean rather than
Asiatic,. It was tbe: dscended Christ.
whom John, ‘in the - spirit, whatever
that may mean, on “the Lord’s day
heard as a trumpet behind him, and
turning beheld with d:glory which is to
be described by emblems rather than
by literal line and colox,

discrediting the vigloh-of the apostles,
that Joan of Arc had &like vision apd a
like commission, I answer, ‘Who dare
doubt it? Whence -¢lse came genius?
She, an untaught pepsant girl, -greater
than all the chieftains, the trained
chieftains of the Hpsts, - Surely such
trances, such visiong as these, may not
be set aslde ag idle fantasieés,. Will you
show me anywhere in‘ll the storles of
human thought, any-;hypothesis, any
theory, any conclusion, Juvention or dis-
covery—I care not how yoéu name it or
how you multiply it>anything that has
come about by induélive and so-called
logical processes that :will compare for
psychic and socfaliand political up-
heaval, exaltatlon, Hanstormation, with
the products of dreams and trances and
visions? s o

“It has come -fliput, ‘hoiever, that
within the last onehundeed years, say,
things which were ¢ommonly accepted
before as no less. a fiart 6f the soul's ac-
tivity than its mor# common processes
have been wholly denied and shut out
of thé respect of hjigan thought. They.
cannot be tested: with the crucible; they
cannot be seen:ith the microscope;
they canpot be fqughed with the probe
or cut with-thé scaipel; tience they. are
not true, -Mesmerigm, 68 It was once
called, ghosts, ‘appirifons and strange
noises that haunte@:houdds, these were

all' discredited as § Supétstition of old
women andfables ¥pr thedinrsery. The
possible was reduded to ‘the  test Jof
sheer touch.  All fiowers df ‘the world
peted: by contact, #Bodfes. 'did not act
across distances;. ¥nd'*&ll such..trash,
gross, materlalistit; devilith .find deso-
late only, took .the -pladé of (flie: first.
broad, beautiful héfiés of ithe soul; They
did, doubtless, .1lditkie sdil of ninch fa-
ble and superstifion. Whey did clear
away-dark forests;:darkforests of fea®
and horror. Theydid estiih much priest-
craft that played ¥pon fhie credulity of
the people,.but, Whlil¢ they were clear-
ing Away thesé fiyests ‘and liberating
these Imprisoncd Rouls, lthey burnt: up
their gardens apgsparks that made all
the beauty and-iestings of shome and
life. Tt-was inewitille thit there should
come a.-reactloly a. renction - just as
logleal and just"gsdlogical-as the doubt,
and denial themsdives, ¥ .was natural.
The regetion: hag¥hme,::The subsident
‘wave has.plsen;é{'{fig;n,: nd-Js nearing

the crést wlich e do.not see. Again,
it may-topple gubside,.but again it
will. rise-and. spaykle.;-‘The - soul- is; it
‘cannot |Dbe - desftdyed. -Its. visions are
a- part ‘of it - Ity trances are not mere

The. desire for knowledge of the un-
known ‘was ' coinpgred: by- the - speaker
-with the ceaseless fluest of explorers for
the north. .pole,’a: quest which would

y

ley; sgcretary, Washington, D, 0. .

“And when I am tdld; as a reason for |

Dave no end untiliat last:the goal ‘was-| Globe-Democrat, St. Louls

Churches Should Unite in the
.. Interest of ,Human_frty.-_

. President Harrls, of Ambherst College,
advocates ‘a church trust, “No man of
ability,” he says, “likes to spend "his
energies preaching to one-fifth the pop-
ulation of a small town, when even then
his . tenure of .office s precarious.
Churches should unite in the common
interests of humanity. The soclal dutles
imposed upon mipisters are another
reason why educated men leok with
disfavor upon the ministerigl calling.
One thing or the other must suffer. As
there 1Is little danger that men without
Christlan bellef will be attracted to the
Chrigtian ministry, it would be a wiser
plan to let the young ministers take
charge of the churches without being
obliged to run the gauntlet of church
councils, The intellectual and spiritual
are one and the same and no more to
be separated than the light and heat o

the sun,” ‘

In this age of “trusts,” it seems fitling
that the preachers should combine and
regulate théir affairs and get legislation
like the doctors are obtaining, Then
the un-orthodox will not be licensed by
the law to preach. But possibly the
public will not “trust” the “licensed”
kind half so much. as they might the
ones who are “called by the spirit.”
Theological seminaries do not turn out
as able preachers as do the spirits em-
power. And the doctors of medicine
are making more fallures than the mag-
netie and spirit healers. By all means
hurry on some kind of a “trust” so the
‘people may better trust the preachers
and doctors. It is true that the spirit-
ual should be united with the intellect-
ual, for too long has superstition ruled
the religious cults of the world.

If thig “trust” will let in the young
minlsters without any church councils
to decide their orthodoxy, we may pos-
sibly get in the inspired and the spirit-
udl instead of simply intellectual doc-
trinnires, Possibly the “trust” may be
leading us. surely to Nationalism and
.Brotherhood—for sooner or later the
whole people must enforce the injtiative
and referendum and thus creative
universa) ownership. If not that, then
"an autoerat and sole proprietor will re-
sult if the “trusts” go on.

. G. W, RKATES.
“found: ~He recounted 'the mnames.. ot
Wipstrious” men; “Nving -ind dead, in
‘Bngland and America, whe, in recent
years, havé -interested theniselves in
.psychical research. Jeévons,
Balfour, ‘Gladstone, - Alfred Wallace,
Tennyson, four professors-in Harvard
College, Prof. Wheeler, of Cornell; the
noted lecturer, John Fisk, and others
were named, “These nien,” he con-
tinued, “have sent inquiries every way.
They have examined all stories they
could hear of apparitions of haunted
houses, of clairvoyances, or clair-
audiences, of telepathics, until the tide
of evidence is coming with guch a rush
that those who- doubt will have to
doubt eyesfght itself and the hearing of
the ear, in order to doubt that the dea
come bacl, ‘

‘“What! has our preacher gone daft?
Is he turned Spirituallst? Shall we
hear raps and taps and banjo thrums?
Searcely. Iive times In my life I have
visited these creatures who profess to
hold communications with the dead—
for a price. I have no curiosity what-
ever for their style of proof or the mes-
sages .they convey. I stand on highet
ground than any spook ground or ghost
ground; yet, for all that, I am bound to
believe, when men llke the men whose
names I have cited tell me that they
bhave such evidences ag they themselves
cannot doubt—I must commend their
'speech to the doubters and believe that
the world bas reached the perfod in its
progress and - its growth where new
senses, new powers, more psychic than
of old are coming to feel trances and
see visions. .

“Perhaps of all those who pretend to
belfeve that they possess the psychic
power and are ready to transmit it for
a gain, one in one thousand has a real
spark, a real 'pilse of it. But if there
be that one, and that one can be found
out, and that one can give the evidence
under such conditlons as the Soclety for
Psychical Research has put upon the
media which it employs to serve it
alone, then believers in Christ, who are
taught by the doctrine of the resurrec-
tion and the belief of the church in the
existence of supernatural powers In the
natural ‘world—I say that without any
ghost 'murmuring you may hail this
evidence and its authority. But of all
men o0 earth the basest, lowest, the
meanest, I8 he who would coin the tears
of bereavement, the longings of sorrow,
the “pangs of torn ‘heirts Into. money
for his own pocket. -A life sentence to
the penitentiary would be too easy and
sweet o thing for his accursed soul. : ¢«

“But if you can only kmow, yéu who
‘doubt and'you-who long in these days

can - commune with you in.a thoiisahd
ways, meditations and dreams and vis-

drums and guitars and all the parapher-
nalia of. spookers, what solace, what

your souls! Other world! There may
be no other. Change the senses, and
the. world that now is will Bhow you
shapes and eolors - and’ sounds: neveér
seen or heard before, A certain repeti-
tion of waves of light determines all the
colors that are seen. Should the waves
come more slowly, there might be other
beauties. So .with waves of sound:
Refine the senses of the spirit, and the
other world is all around us...It.eannot
be told. How can I tell you the-color
which the eye Bas not seen, the musjc
which “the ear has never - heard? Oh,
that we all on some Lord's day, which
may. be! every day, could so be in the
spirit and determined to hear the volce
behind us, which says, ‘Cbme up bither,
that we may behold :.the glorles, of
elders and fngels with thrones aund sed
of glass, .who are singing hallelujdh"—

, Mo, " "7

A CHURGH TRUST.

Goethe, -

‘of doubt and l‘t‘mg_ﬁ;g unfulfilled; it you;
-can only-know that your-dead-lye and:

lons, rather . than by mere :raps - and-

certajnty, what uplift, it will- give to

_' pains and

 MEDICAL SCIENCE.
lts Progress in the Nine-
tgenth Century.

The progress in medical science dur-
ing the Nineteenth Century is the sub-
ject of an extended review In the Chi-
cago Sunday Chronicle by Wm. Osler,
M. D, P. R, 8,

. Perhaps the most notable thing is the
progress made by the regular medical
profession as shown In thelr present
attitude, as compared with the past, in
relation to what are termed psychlc
methods, Mesmerism +was at first
flouted as fraud and humbug—then
finally ‘christened anew as “hypnotism,”
to be used only by the medical guild,

After treating the subject of Germs,
Bacteria, Antitoxins, and various other
cognate matters, he proceeds to say that
a third noteworthy feature in modern
treatment has been a return to psychi-
cal methods of cure, in which faith In
something Is suggested to the patient.
After all, faith is the great lever of life.
Without it man can do nothing; with it,
even with a fragment, as a grain of
mustard seed, all (hings are possible to
him. Falth fn us, faith in our drugs and
methods is the great stock in trade of
the profession. In one pan of the bal-
ance put the pharmacopoelas of the
world, all the editlons from Dioscordi-
des to the last issue of the United States
Dispensatory; heap them on the scales
as did Buripldes his books in the cele-
brated contest in the frogs; in the other
put the simple faith with which from
the days of the Pharaohs until now the
children of men have swallowed the
mixtures these works deseribe, and the
bulky tomes will kick the beam, It is
the aurum potabile, the touchstone of
success in medicine. As Galen says,
confldence and hope do more good than
-physic—"he cures most in whom most
are Confidant.,” That strange compound
of charlatan and philosopher, Paracel-
sus, encouraged his patients ‘‘to bave a
good faith, a strong imagination and
they shall find the effects” (Burton).
While we often overlook or are ignor-
ant of our own faith cures, doctors are
just & wee bit tao sensitive about those
performed outside our ranks, They
have never bad, and cannot expect to
have, a monopoly in this panaces,
which is open to all, free as the sun,
and which may make of everyone in
certaln cases, ag was the Lacedemon of
Homer's day, “a good pbysiclan oyt of
_nature’s grace.” Faith In the gods or
‘in the saints cures one, faith in.the pilis.
another, hypnotic’ suggestion a thlid,
faith in a plain, comnion doctor a fourth,
In all ages the prayer of falth bas
healed the sick, and the mental attitude
of the suppliant seems to be of more
consequence than the powers to which
the prayer is addressed. The cures In
the temples of Aesculaplus, the miracles
of the salnts, the remarkable cures of
the Jesuit missionarles, in this country,
the modern miracles at Lourdes and at
St. Anne de Beaupre in Quebec, and the
wonder workings of the so-called Chris-.
tian Sclentists are often genuine and
must be considered in discussing the
foundations of therapeutics., We physi-
clans use the same power every day, If
a poor lass, paralyzed apparently, help-
less, bedridden for years, comes to me,
having worn out in mind, body and
estate a devoted family, if she in a few
weeks or less by falth in me, and faith
alone, takes up her bed and walks, the
saints of ald could not bave done more.
We enjoy, I say, no monopoly in the
faith business.” The falth with which
we work, the faith, indeed, which is
available to-day in everyday life, has its
limitations, It will Bot raise the dead;
it will not put in a new eye in place of
a bad one, nor will it eure cancer or
pneumounla or knit a bone, but in spite
of these nineteenth century restrictions,
such as we find It, faith is a most
precious commodity, without which
we should be very badly off.

Hypnotism, Introduced by Mesmer in
the past century, has had several rivals
as & method of treatment during the
present century. The first careful study
of it was made by Braid, a Manchester
surgeon, who Introduced the terms
hypnotism, hypnotic and nervous sleep,
but at the same. time mno very great
measure of success followed its use In
practice, except perhaps in the case of
an AngloIndian surgeon, James Esdalle,
who, prior to the introduction of anses-
thesla, had performed 261 surgical
operations upon patients in a state of
hypnotic unconsciousness. About 1880
the French physicians, particularly
Charcot “and Bernheim, took up the
study and since that time hypnotism
has been extensively practiced. It may
be defined as a subjective psychical con-
dition, what Braid called nervous sleep,
resembling somnambulism, in which, as
Shakespeare says, in the description of
Lady Mscbeth, the person receives at
once the benefit of sleep and does the
effects or acts of watching or waking.
Therapeutically, the:important -fact is
that the individual’s natural susceptt-
bility to suggestion Is increased,.and
tiiis may hold after the condition of

‘ditloti” of hypnosis 'is ugually itself In-

subject to. close "the’ eyes, to think of
sleep, and the operator then repeats.two
or - three times sentences suggesting
gleep and suggesting that the limbs are
getting. heavy and that he is feeling
drowsy. - During this state it has been
found that the subjects are very sus-
_ceptible to suggestion. Too much must

claims- which: have been made for it
have :been :too often grossly ex-
aggerated, It seems, as it has been re-
cently-well put, that hypnotism “at best’
permits of making suggestions more
effective for good or bad than-can be
done upon one in his wakling state,” It
is found to be of very little use in or-
ganlc digense, It has been helpful in
Some cases of hratg‘in in_certain func-
tional Spasmodlé effections 6 the Tierv-
ous system; In. the vicious_haplts eof:
childhood and in suggesting to the vie-
tims "of alcohol and - drugs that"they

.] shonld get rid of thelr inordinate de-
-| slres. - It-has been used successfully In

;certain cases for the relief of ‘labor.
in surgical:operations, but on’

‘hypnosis has. passed away.” The con- |

duced by suggestion, requesting the |.

not be expected of hypnotism, and the

A VETERAN WORKER _

Passed on?Spirit Life, :

Mrs, Sophronia "E. Bishop pakssed to!.

spirit life at the residence of ler som,
F. O. Warner, on the old Drake home-
stead, southeast of Alden, on Monday,
April 80, at 10:80 a. m., aged 73 years,
7 months, 3 days. Mrs, Bishop was born
in the Btateé of Pennsylvaniy, In 1827,
and removed with ler parents to Qhlo’
at an early age. Bhe Is survived by a.
brother . and _sister. older and_ by
two brothers younger. She leaves a
daughter, Mrs, Angus Mackay, of Chl-
cago, and two sons, Fred C., the teacher,
and Henry H. Warner, of the Wave,
All ber children were with her In her
last moments, as was her niece, Mrs, .
Abby C. Leighton, of O1d Mission., Mrs.
Bishop, for ever forty years, was a pub-
lie speaker, travellng thousands of miles
in the interest of the eause to which she .
was devoted, and giving lectures on

temperance and taking a prominent

part in the woman suffrage movement
and anti-slavery agitation in the early
days, being a co-worker with Fred
Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Parker
Pillsbury, Selden J. Finney, Dr. Brit-
tain, Stephen and Abby Kelly Fostet,
Wm. Denton and other stalwart agita-
tors of these stirring times. She was a
loving, tender mother and ‘sacrificed
much for the sulge of her children, and
her sons' wives ‘were loved by her as
her own blood. Her nelghbors in what-
ever community she lived could always
bear testimony to the deep charity and
benevolence of her heart, for she truly
visited the sick and afilicted, cared for
the widow and orphan, fed the hungry
and clothed the naked, Into many a
bome of sickness and sorrow she
brought healing and joy, and of her it
can be truly sajd that her good deeds
wlill live after her.

The funeral took place from the resi-
dence at 1 o'dlock, May 2, her youngest
son, Henry H. Warner, officlating iu ac-
cordance with the expressed wish of his
mother, she having made the specia} re-
quest on the Baturday before her de-
mise that he should conduct the ser-
vices, The ceremonies at the house apd
grave were simple and beautiful. 'Fie
interment was in the Helena Cemetery,
P. J. Chapelle was the undertaker. Mra.
Bishop's favorite hymns, Nearer My
Ged to Thee, Sweet Bye and Bye, One
Sweetly Solemn Thought, When the
Mists Have Rolled Away, and Shall We
Meet Beyond the River, were sung by
Mr.-Charleg Coy.gnd Misses Allce Arm-
btrong, Essle Rosslter, and L, Vine.

.The famlly wiski fo cxtend thelr heart-
felt thanks to the many friends who in
thé'last moments and on the following
days so kindly alded them in thelp
hours of sorrew.

the whole, while a valuable agent in a
few cases; It has scarcely Tulfilled the
expectations of its advocates. It is a
practice not without serious dangers
and should never be performed except
in the presence of a third person, and
its indiscriminate practice by lgnorant
persons should be prevented by law.
One mode of falth healing in modern
days which passes under the remarka-
ble name of Christian Stience is proba-
bly nothing more than mental sugges-
tion under another name.. “The patient
is told to be calm and is assured that
all will go well; that he must try to aid
the healer by believing that what Is told
bim 1s true. The healer then quietly
but firmly asserts and relterates that
there is no pain, no suffering, that it is
disappearing, that rellef will come, that
the patient s getting well.” This is

precisely the method which Bernheim
used to use with such success in his ’

hypnotic patients at Nanecy, iterating
and reiterating in a most wearfsome
way that the disease would disappear
and the patient would feel better.

Talk as we may of the humbuggery
mixed with various schools of nety-
fangled healing fads, there is no school
that can compete in this respect with
the old “regular” school. Even the best
and most honest of the “regular” physi-
cians and writers do not hesitate to de-
clare thelr so-called system of medicine
is a system of empiricism, and blind ex-
perimentation on their patients. If the
patient recovers in spite of the doctor
and- bis drugs, the doctor gets the
credit—and the cash—for performing a
cure. If the patient dies or is drugged
to death, it Is a “mysterlous dispensa-
tion of Providence.” X-RAY,
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"Read our announcement of this re-
markable book-on our second page.

. Friendship, like gold, needs the acid -
purity. -
—Everitt McNeil. ‘ e

test of adversity to determine its

.A kind word-is a golden key that

opens the hearts of the sad and tlhg .

weary.~Ethel Payne, :

“He who walts to do a great deal of
nce Will never do apything—

004"
amuel Johnson, -~ - ¢

S
Ag.long-as mankind shall contlnugry -

bestow more liberal applause on’
destroyers }han on t!;s ?.

the thirst of military glo ,
tha vice of the moit exalitd B
—Gibbon, - o
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